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THEY HAVE NO VISIOI]

“They have no vision, asd where there 8 50
viston the people perish.”
President Roosevelt’s inaugoral address charac-
pevize the average man and weman as well as the
leaders of f\mnwn an thought and i)(s!i Fhe
whole world, In fact, 1 so Tacking in wision that
it fails utterly o understand the soctal problem
as nowhaole, oo many are sl seeking to core
rect present evils through cjass I{"I\L.LHHI The
wage earner tnust have shorier hours and in-
ased waves : those who bave entered their de-
ining vears must be provided with old age pen-
inen whe swere called epon to express their
Cariotsm with powder and shot, and the girls
whe chose them as life partners after the danger
was over, st be kepe on the charimy roll—thes
and theirs farever,

Lre

President Foosevelt has calicd upon ws with
ippealing frankaess o rise above these selhsh e
teTe: i suppore whole-heavredly such meas
wres as Congress and himseli may deem negessary
to cope with this serious situation.

SChrr distress comwes from ne failure of sob-
stance.  We are stricken by no plague of tocusts
Compared with che perils which aur fovefar
conguered hecanse they believed and were oot
afrard. we have still much o he thankful for
Miture still offers her bowniy and human efforts
have multiphied {i; enty 13 at our doorstep,
but a generous we of it languishes in the very
sight of ﬂw SUppLy.

by, this is because the rulers of the ox-
change of mankind’s goeds bave failed through
their awn stubbormess and thelr own incompei-
ence, have adnutied their falure and abdicaced
True, they have tried, hur thetr effores have
heen cast 10 the pattern of an outworn tradinon,
Faced by failuve of credit they have proposed
anly the Tending of more meney. Steipped of the
Ture of pradiv by which o induce our people 10
follone thetr false leadership, they have cesorted
putertions, pleading tearfully for resrared con-
Cdence. ey faewe ondy the rader of v genera
tion of seff spekere. They have no veson, and
swhen thers 15 o vision the people perish o
These dark davs w1l be worth all they cosr s

These words from |

i they teach us that owr true destiny s oot fo
he npalseerest noto but to mibnister o anrselves

- i P S
and 1o our fellow men | . LAl WeEIGeT Lias
confidence languishes, for it theives enly on hon-
gsty, on honor. an dhe sacredoess of obhigations,
an faithful protection, on wselfish performance ;
without them 1t cannot hivel”

Presidest Hoosevelr s right, We cannot ber-
ter our candition nor build far permanent pros-
tf we vy to folow “the rules of a gener-
i oselt seekers” We muse hase the kind
of vision that will enable us to see how any pro-
posed measure will aflect, not only aurselves, but
the wconomic body as a whale, for losses in one
divection may he offser by grearer gains o are
ather.  We must fearn 1o say to purselves: 70
will work dor this movement for the sake of oy
tess fortunate ¢ ior 1l iidren of -
day and tomorrow and for all the generations
(o corne, even though it means giving up some of
myv personal vains, most of my chensbed wrads-
tinns, much of my Tide’s feachings. 1 wiil
what the phifosophy of unselfishness vass do s
praciical way.,”  We must rule out 2l class -
terests we musk pui justice above chavity, above
mercv, above expediency.

History s of hioele value unless we can an-
itoand apply to our own problems seme
e truths to be gleaned from the past
aperiences of the human race. We often fal 1o
note the most important points. We have lonked
inte the log cabis of our ancestors and have
n them cooking their supper at the open five-
ace andd eanng it by candle highr we have ob-
cd therr orude nplementss and  homespun
garments ; we have compared therr slow laborious
methods of handicraft, of travel and transporia-
non with ur swils modern wayv: amd because
these people lacked electriciey and the wmachinery
aved tnveniions avallable to us we have thoughr
of them as being sadly handicapped and have been
tichoed o mive these pioneers too mach oredhit
for keepiag the wolf frem the dooe. As 2 mar-
tor ol fact, the wolf siever had a show v all,
These plonrers were not conauerars because
they “belweved and were not atrd,” but hecause
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they had what our um*m;s oved have not— they
had access to natare’s store house. They conld
go mto the forest and fell trees and hew timbers
for their houses; they could select the sites on
which to evect their homes without going through
a quantity of red tepe and paving a handsome
price to some subdivider for the privilege of
buildmyg 2 house on this God-given earth. How
weli would that Litedle band of Piigrims- have
fared whea they Janded at Plvmouth Rock if
they had found every foot of ground slready In
the possession of individuals who would part with
it only for more meney than the Pilgrims had
brought with them or could earn in a glutted
fabor market?

Yes, the earth is just as fruitfal as it was three
-~ hundred years ago, and we have the advantage

of many laborsaving devices, but our_ancestors. .

certainly had the hest . of it~ H6w much are
“thé tarmers benelited by Scientific crop production,
by tractors and elaborare farm machinery when
they must pay high prices for farm land, and as-
sume a mortgage in order to farm at all?

“Our greatest primary task;” said Mr. Roos-
evelt, "is to put people to work . . . It can be
accomplished in part by direct recruiting by the
govermunent itself, treating the task as we would
treat the emergency of war . . . Hand in hand
with this we must frankly recognize the over-
balance of population in our industrial centers
and, by engaging on a national scale’ in a redis-
tribution, endeavor to provide a better use of
the tand for those best fitted for the land.”

Those two problems do, indeed, go hand in
hand. If the land is released from the strangle-
hold of moenopoly and made available to all who
wenld put it to use, not hold it idle as an “in-
vestment,” unemployment would disappear and
the population would redistribute itself naturally.
Giiving men access to land does not mean merely
forcing men onto farms. It means more par-
ticularly putting town lots to use and providing
work for architects, contractors and builders,
hause decorators and furnishers and all others
who engage in the building of homes, factories
and places of business.

id

. . @ better use of the land for those best
fitted for the land.” There are several reassur-
ing things about President Roosevelt, He is a
man of action, not of mere promises. He is
deadly In earnest in grappling with the problems
of state that confront him. More than that—and
this is significant—he is “land conscious.” He
mzy not understand the land question fundamen-
tally, but he does recognize the earth as of some
importance in the economic problem, and how
many statesmen have reached that point?
President Roosevelt ‘has already had some ex-
perience in reclamation work and it ought not
te be difficult for him to go on to the point where
he can ses that it’is even more important to “re-

caim” the lots on Pennsylvania Avenue, and al)
other similarly wasted uwrban land.  The farm
and fores: lands may not be needed for years o
come; these ciry lots are needed oow.  The los
on Pennsvivania Avenue, for instance, are val-
uable.  Are they being used to the best advant-
age when thev are “improved” with buildings
that would not be 2 crediz to Pumpkin Corners?

“I favor as a practical policy the putting of first
things first.”” The land comes tirst, M1, Roose-

veit, whether we are farmers or shopkeepers, Con-

gressmen: or modistes, '

Do we need a Soviet'or a Mussolini t¢ solve
our problems and start us on the road to prosper-
ity? “Action in this image and to this end i~
feasible under theform of goverdment which we
have lﬂh("‘{‘“u{ from: our ancestors. (ur consti-

tution is so simple and practical that it i possi-
“ble always to meet extraordinary needs by changes

in emphasis and arrangement without loss of es-
sential form. “That is why our constirnional
system has proved itself the most superbly co-
during pelitical mechanism the madern world has
produced It has met every stress of vast expan-
sion of territory, of forelg,n wars, of bitter in-
ternal strife, of world refations.” :

Qur nation is provided, then, with the instru-
ment by which it may secure to its citizens those
unalienable rights, life, liberty and the pursy
of happiness. If we can put-aside all persoi
selfishness, all. group interest, and held fast te
that broader vision that sees in all our problems
the steady march of humanity, we tnay, indeed,
be looking at the dawn of a new day.

'

Our Earthquakes

What has tavation to do with earthguakes?
Nothing. It is a powerful ally, however, when ’
an earthquake sets out to wreak havoc on man's
puny handiwork.

Reports of the damagc ‘to cities in the szricken
zone stress the point that ninety percent or more
of the damage was confined to smaller and older
buildings. This is. intended to be reassuring to
tourists and Easterners—just how is not made
clear. Everyone who is familiar with American
cities knows that the fine; modern, fireproof
buildings are scattered among old, one and frwo-
story firetraps that stand on va]uabiv lots which
are being held for speculation. Somwtimes they
are called “tax-payers” because the rent denived
from them covers the taxes, and that is all the
owners aim to make out of them—at present.
These “tax-payers”’ are just meat for an carth-

“quake.

Qur presént system of taxation encourages las? .

speculation; and consequently checks the fidunf

improvement of town and city lots. 1t alss
places a heavier burden. of taxation upon the
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! nd(m ner who improves his lot with a safe and
useful building; and the finer the building, the
heavier the tax. 1 Lonz Beach and her xt:ter
cities of the quake zong will remove the tax from
all buildings, they will soon find fhar their citi-
sens will erect more substantial buildings and
lessen the damage of future drthquwkcs. This
is one of the important things that these cities can
do now-—readjust their tax systems to enceur-
age better buildinss.

The second way that taxation can assist man-
kind to escape the danger of earth tremors goes
straight to the roots of our land-holding system
and cannot now help the landowners of Long
Beach. But a little thought makes the whole
situation rather absurd.

Since we Californians cannor deny the earth-

quake, the next best thing we can do is to ‘assuze

vou Fasterners that earthquakes are no worse
than tornadoes or Hoods or hurricanes. Rcally
they are not as bad for this reason: even the sci-
entists cannot foreteil the path of one of these
destructive storms. 1 vou live in a state that is
subject to tornadoes, you must tuke vour chance,
but we know a great deal more about ‘earthquakes.

From Pasadena comes the news that “Dr. Beno

Clutenbers, recoginized as one of the world’s fore-
L. 3] e

nost seismological authorities, announced today
hat the Long Beach earthquake probably had its
souree in what is known as the Inglewood fault.
This fault, or break in the rock strata, starts in
the Raldwin Hills north of Inglewood, projects
toward Long Beach, runs under the ocean past
Newport and Taguna, finally tapering off near
San Diego . .. It was a tectonic earthquake, due
to faulting in the earth’s crust, rather than to
voleanic or other causes.”

imagine 2 tribe of Indians encamped in this
territory, as jgnorant of this fault in the earth’s
crust as were the first settlers of Long Beach.
“I'he earth shivers and down come the teepees. A
white man appears while the dazed Indians are
serambling to their feet and explains to them
thar this convulsion of the earth’s surface is not
due to thewrath of angry gods, but is caused by
a settlingz along a definite line, called a fault.
Wonld these {ndian chiefs turn to their squaws
and say: “INow. you women put these teepees up
so they won't fall down the next time the ground
notion to settle. Tf this fault is going to
do any more quaking, we want to minimize the
dariger as much as posmble. They would not.
They wounld pick up what was left of their be-
longings and scurry off to firmer ground, the
farther away from the fault, the better. Wouldn't
that be the sensible thing to do?  Not hav-
ing invested any clam shells or jumping beans
"n town lots, they would have everything to gain

takes a

—and nothing to lose.

With t-vhﬁc_pcoplg: it is different. They are
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50 gagged and bound with real estate fovestments,
even an earthguake can't shake them loose,

Suppose all the land in Long Beach bad been
heid by the government of that city and turned
over to uwlividuals, lot by lor, as they wanted
to use it. Any realtor in Long Beach can el
you what rent vou would have to pay for any
Lot in town if you wished to lease it instead of
buy it. If there were o such thing as Tand spec-
ulation, this rene would not be as high as it i
now, but it would be something, and the more
desirable the lot, the higher the rent, This rent
now goes to private mdwxdmz!_ who own the
land, but if it went to the government in place
of taxes, t*aLh DEWCOMET 10 tilﬁ city would not be
obliged to “invest” several thousand dollars in
land before he could build a house or place of
business. He would simply go before the proper

T e oreceive his t!i“lt, or whatever guar-
anty was given, and bewin paying this rent into
the public treasury. As soon as the seientists dis-
covered that z fault ran under the city and made
it subject 1o earthguakes, he woulde’s have 1w
wait for the actual tremor, he could pick up kis
belongings and move. He wouldin’t have hund-
reds or thousands of dollars “invested” in his lot.
He would’t be speculating in land and be unable
to et his money cut of it or make s profir unless
he stayed in the city and induced others o come
there. He would be free to go elsewhere, even
take his house if it wasa't too far, and could in-
form others of the real condition of things
advise them to locate in a safer place. Granted
that Long Beach aren and harbor districts have
their uses and attractions. the population cught
not to_be tied there, willy nilly, by investments
in land that shakes under their feet

Land speculation has so warped the minds of
men that they prefer to risk their lives rather than
fose the money invested in real estate. The in-
habitants of the quake area are appealing to the
R.F.C. for funds and are actuaily priding them-
selves on their couraye and determinalivn in re-
building over this fauit thot has shaken them
down once and very fikely will again. Courage?
Their motto ought fo be “Are we downhearred?
No. We're just plain idiots.” It is erue that they
are being advised to put up guake-proof build-

_ings without fancy cornices or brick-a-hrack that

might come tumbling down on the heads of
strangers like the pippins carved in timber that
ornamented the bedstead of Saral Gamp and
which came tumbling down on the shightest pr
vocation. -

So, Mr, Easterner, who's afraid? Come on 1o
Long Beach or }zxglewoed or any town along
the fault. Your dishes and vases, even your head,
may be broken, but we are taking it on the chin
and smiling our imbecile smile.  Southern Cali-

" fornia real estate is sound!




TAK FAOTE

Pal d Monthiy
Uax Helied Assoctation of California

adison Avenue,
Phone: OGlympia

Enrrons

BEGLIGHTON U0 - - MR A

Sulacripiton per year M crnts

Yo, XE 0 Loz Awnceres, Caorr, Magew, 1933

The Taxpaver Rampant

“INever before 1 the history of Califorma,”™
savs the Los Angeles Times, “has there been
such a ;xninh..ill.st;g of forces 1o veduce the b dm
of taxation. A survey ;ml usmpltiwi

l”\f'k' re-wdde
ir*pit‘wt N
i the ?‘zml{’ lined p o Eax reduction pr
depanding  as precequisite steps  govermmental
ceonoiny and tax cqualizavion.”

county and muaicipal U,ﬁdiuh«fhlnm
directly or indirectly overy taxpaver
A

The California Beal Estare Associa f‘iem, The
Califorma Faxpavers Assoc The £ <amm<m
Property Taxpavers of California, The Tapay-
Central L:mzci! of Los Angeles County
senting 125 orgasizations) The special As-
sessinents Relief wistion of Los Angeles, the
Los Angeles Realry Board——these ave the lead-
eTs €f€.l'!1('i!!4._§i¥!;f;' reliet fvom so-called fax bur
dens.  They have centered thelr agtention prio-
cipally an a reduction of the expenses of govero:
ment, and certaindy this s ane of the IEHI?‘?\‘ that
should be done. The cost of government Bas
he.fmz mounting at an alarming rate,

The second point of artack fs divected agamy
the ax on Scomimon property,” a Tfml wvented
by California realtors to designate “real o v
which is anoiher ghrase of the realtors and Lm
vers intended 1o cover both Jand and smprove
ments en dand,  That s, 11 1s a loose tenm that
ey be anplied to either improved or un improred
Land.  In the realtors” demand for Hghter tanes,
however, the term means pal‘?im_ll;lr!g' the land
iself regardless of dmprovements.  The Calt
formia Real Fsiate Association recomumenis the
“Lanitation by law of the tax pates on conumon
properiy.” The Los Angeles Realty Board’s
egislative program “venter avound a safl batle
for a reduction of the amount of taxes that may
ke charged i
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st veal estate, an mmount st ai
met nore than 130 per $100 of actual valu
ation.”’

Any efforts an the part of these taspavers o
vanizations 1o reduce the tax on land valaes s
entirely misdivected. The small home owner and
A1 whe have suffered from a sadly redus

.(“!1 iil-
come during the Tast few vears find v difionds
wmeet their tas alls,

The nerural thought thai
arcars to them s thar they

sabd be greadly
henefired i rhese taxes coubd

ne rediced. Dot

anly i Catifornin, but 21l over the countey, res
EIE s are plaving upon this g
of the poor home owner o an effore
tor erilise bis help iy osn artempt o recoup st least
a part of therr losses sustained in the declining
real estate market,

Pluring the boom days, veal estate companies
and indoviduals foaded  themselves doswn with
huge profits. The depression overtock them and
lefr thermy mare or less stvanded with thousands
ui dollars sworth of vacant land on thetr hands.
The heme owners, and all awners of adequarely
snpraved property, are alveady careyimg a lavge
part of the rax burden that should be borne by
the owners of vacant land.  Take two lots of
eqeal value, adjeining or miles apart, one aband-
cned t sweeds and ubbish, the other mproved
with a swst home and an appropriare landseape
decoranon.  Phe owner of the vacant lot pavs a
tain tax on s lor phus a tax e his house, 2
tax on s oarage, a tax on s auromobile, 2 rax
nny his houschold goods, a tax on just abour every
thing but his immortal soul, Which = a greater
credit to the town?  Beth lots receive the same
henefits from rhe services of government ar they
wonldu't be of equal value. bt the services
of sovernment that determines the value, Why
should the cwners of fmproved lots carry a heav-
ier 1ax burden than owners of vacant logs?

There 1 another and il more lmporian
s o

probicm ihat doesn't seem fo
JrIrAfHzZ A

Is Tan ‘d IE ;n(kﬁs‘ a great deal of 4
tax on business rends 1o hamper business, # €ax oo
incomes tends to discourage thrifr and the aceo-
mularicn of capital which oughr e be wsed i
nwn of mere labor products. The more
shifred from land values to indusiry,
the easier ¢ will be fov the owners of vacant
property to hold their land idle, thus depriving
the wnemploved of their natural oppornutiss o
Tabor,  When land 1 idle, men will be wdle
When mien are ulle, we are bow, moomes A
reduced, and rhe saving o homegwners and work-
ers by a reduction of taxes on their fand &5 oftser
by such reduced earning and purchasing posver
that the soecalled tax relief proposed by these
arganizations  wonld avail them nothing, but
would rather Jeave them 0 a worse situztion
thun they were before,

H these arganizations wish e help the home
them remove the tax fram his ks
sid ‘7{?‘\<iilg!i properiv. 1 ele ta on Jand s
ves tx mereased tnstead of decressed, tiost o ihis
idle langd would be pur 1o use. Labor wonld he
:=mgéime"‘d and the wheels ot Emi!m‘rn' ‘d'w'E"xd
ing. Vhe tax problom capmos be solved by e
iy ved e ing the cost of gevernment, Meither
can it be aided by blinding voreres and legudate
to the tre cause of our tax troubde,

ouwner, let




