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e is evident that My, Tugwell takes a much
broader view of the probless than President
Roosevelt does. He peeds very lietde more, in
fact, to complete the picture, but thar Litde s
of the utmost %mpe'n' :mcc- ‘The sizmibeant point
in this address 5 the facr thar BMr. Tugwell
guestions the effectiveness of our rr(‘wnt iand
It takes 2 sinare mosn o do that. In all
st pro and con of various ;}iziz'm for
pulling the nation out of the deldyems, it hasa't
occurred to anv of these lustrious statesmen or
wise schoolmen, that there miighr be something
amiss 10 our methed of parceling our the sarth,
iself,

That 2 pew velationship must arise berween
the Covernment and the land i evident 1o A
Tugwelll Just what form thes relasion will, or
chould, assume is not s clear.  He sugr
that the Government “will control the privaie
use of the areas held by individuals 1o whatever
extent 13 found necessary for mnmtwmw COT-
Pivous produectivity, Past developrocnts have
‘jt“'ﬂ{'mﬁ“'?’ft’t? the ineffectiveness of a land syvstem

vhich depends whaolly on private managerpene.”

As Assistant Sec vorayy of ;‘“‘,w:"g

wooan  audience  containtng an m;;&n!t ival
group, My, Tuewell vararally discus
fand problem from the farmees point of view,
There s an old saving vhar 1F you want 2 dog
to wag his eail, pat his head,  If the administ
tiorr contents fself wirh seizing the dog's tail,
and foreibly working v back and forth, they
will not produce a very successful and enrhusias-
tic wap.  This Hobe farm problem dog has g
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Fuogwell and his {2l
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and we want Mr.
ers of the adeinistration to mive

Befare coming 1o that, st will be well to fol-
Jow My, Tugwell's address and see what some
of our sins of commission and cmission bave
heers during the past. “Our ecarliest govern-

mental attitude foward the law,” said My, Tug
W f‘”“ 'W'm one w h;aix -«Dilﬁ'?lf to get if o prie
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mwm he w‘tt]z’d 1] become productive.  This
attitede waz o consenance with the unlimited
confidencs we then had in individual enterprise.
We believed 1n it for farmers ag well 23 for busi-
ness men. We expected it fo produce the hest
resulis not only for wndividuals but for sootety. ..
¥ with appa Iy
active and individualistic expansion was the nat-
ural movement i a picoeer econowy, . . . He-
tween 1841 and 1561, three times as much pub-
i land was given awasy as was sold, . | By the
end of the century, most of the desirable Tand
in farms—including much fand which should
never have been potr wnder the plew.”  Then
our droubles bBegan. AL that My, Pugwell
mentionis and many more. As the railroads
streteched out across the country, corn and live-
stock could he tra %ik‘?i{’i] fmm the Ohte Vallew
asd the Western Plan = Atlantic Seaboard,
angd the small Mew farms found it
harder and harder 1o wie.  We were not
much concerned  becanse “westward  mizration
was open to el L0 By the end of the century,
the st valuable parts of the public demain,
meluding a large pare of cur agricoltural, forest
and mineral resources, had passed into private
hands.  Except for emphasis on spe settle-
ment and full expioitation, this vase sifi of re-
sources was made by the Goveroment w ifs
citizens withous thought of consequence,
Toward the turn of the centary, doubts be-
gar tooarise, sowme few questioners began to ask
whether uze of land solely in the interest of each
individual was the ondy p ble way o proveed,”
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THE PRICE WE PAY
A few months ago, the Government §wi{,..
ports on the cest of lmn,L parcicularly
i the 1 : Los As

wm;tu!‘di chagrii that she stood ai h{’

-d o 'iﬁ'ili

top of the list, or near the top, It deesn’t matier
which, That was not good publicite. Wauld

the foiks back in Nebraska and Indianz be o
r to come here if they koew that their bread
ard hutter would cost more here than Thack
home™ #

Yo : ; the high
cast of dabor p;f}rium are rejoloing over the
z of ««);'{11‘:& land prices, for real estaie,
they b”]u’ve is due for anather boom—not a big
fourteen-inch zun boom such as we had 1o wsher
in the depression, but a nice soft tiile pop pun
bovin., The add part of it s that the peaple
other states don't see the point anvmaore than the
! vrnin boosters  do. Bless their dnnocent
hea ‘{s,‘ they think that the more they have to pay
t

must pay for an apartment, the more pros-

for a lot to build 3 hone on, or the more rer
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Foaw can that be? Why iz & man richer
when he must work harder and produce more in
erder to pay someone for the privilege of living
i this or in any city?  The payment for ihis
privilege copstitutes 2 constant dran on society.
The wealth that sheuld How into the public
trensury to defray the costs of goverpmeny s
diverted into private pockets, makiog v nec
to fevy a mulbitade of ¢ on labor pmzleﬁ{:n
aind so clog the wheels of ndusirs. When we

v for bread or ch or vadios, we pay for
something that would not have exisied if some-
gne had not made i1, So specialized has become
our industey that the simplest labor prodect may
represent the work of many hands and minds
from the gathering of the raw materials o the
delivery of the timshed preduct. omeans
wages for Iabor and interest on capital,
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What are we paving for when we buy a ot
ar @ f'n'm“‘ We are paving snother person for
the right to use a iva of the carth’s surface—land

ﬂ‘i sf was not produced by human laber,
cronzed by 03

e o b ot fere
ine Power or by some preat

orce, call it what vou will, It has no value
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he = ow ]!mf for
Iebor or of labor
right ey wee iv. Flew

give, either in the form
prroginty for she exrin
much he 12w
mch mere he
of fand compared
free fand.

Maturally, the demand for
where there are 2 pumber of prople than w htr
there ave only a fevw.  Since the presence of peo-
ple and their desive to vse land gives it value, the
value belongs 1o the group as s whole. It s
nathing that the individual has produced,  His
desive to use Jand has added a0 infinitessimal
part to the land value in his copmmunity, 1§ he
I wvay, af will make no oz pprcciab] differ-
ence i the walue of the land, but o 2 number
of people meove away, the value *\1!1 whr'nL per-
ceptibly, and if enough pesple lesve, we will
have the “ghost ?a_mfm" of w plaved ont mining
territory,

fng o pay will depend on how
can produce on this particular ot
with what he could produce on

Since the zroup as a a*s:'i‘;(}k% for
the value of the Yand, it & only the group that
has the right to cotlect this mortion of what is
produced on the fand,  Under et Taws,
it s the imii“idz;rf who has the legal, but not
the moral right, to make thiy collection,  This
is what 35 called “rent” in politcal cconomy,
and it zpplies to the bare land, not w oany m-
provements that yoay exise there,  As this rent
st alw come out of labor products, or in
the form of labor, itself, the higher the rent,
the harder the user of the land will have
work to pay it
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The price that we pay w hen we buy a lot is
this vent “zpawiv A, That i, 1 the seiling price
of a ot w $3000 and the current rate of interest
15 6 per cent, a:!w rental valae of the lov & $180.
Tt s impossible te say what the true walue of
any land is today, becavse land speculation has
sushed this value up above s normoal plane. It
15 passihle fo point ot nz;];f the principle on
which rent is based,  Whe can deay that if ihis
vesw were lower, if less of labor products had &
be taken out to pay o, and sone ar all w0 pay
any other tay whatever—uwho can deny that we
would be richer as fodividuats ard as commun-
e
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Think of what it would mean, especiatly at 2
e like this, to advertise rhroughout the cour

he come here to

-y

without vesting one cent m Iy
¢ ¢ thar they would hold title fo any land ‘rl\u
mizht choose just as they were accustomed o
that the annual payvment of a modest rent 1nio
the ;‘mbii" treasury would L;u them the same
seeurity they had enjoved under the archaic svs
ten of famihn?rllrw in vozue in those baeLw{mi
el by the realiovs




