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» DEMOCRACY VERSUS SOCTALISM. By Alay
Hivset. New York, The Robert Schalbenback
Fonadation. 1948, 470 pp. $3.00,

The incessant demand for Max Hirsch's
Democracy Versar Sacidiem from those who
il to find in newer books & thorongh exposi-
tion of the snbject, was victvally & mandate for
the publishing of the fourth edition of this oid
classic. In November, 1948, the books rolled
off the presses and almost before the ink was
dry on these much it pages, 2 quarter of
l-}g number printed had been sold.

In this monumental work the author ana-
lyzes socialism from both the economic and
ethical viewpoints.

With scientific thoroughness he traces the
existing social conditions and tendencies which
have enhanced the attractiveness of socialism
- and made its progress e. Then, point by
. point he dissects the Marxisn doctrines and
shaws the inevitable ontcome of "o~ Socialist
economy, ' . )
- Published first in 1901 Demacracy Versus
Soctalivm has done yoeman service for almost
hfty years. Its author, # coatemporary of Hensy
George, spent much cf his Jife in Auvstralia bt
traveled widely in other conntdes. The fruits
of his obsereations and wide reading ate richly
distributed thronghout his work.

V. G. PrTERSON

THE DIFFICULTIES OF A BEAK, Hemy
Georga Leagne, Melbonrne, 40 pp.

“E WL we suspect, s nooe other than
Edgar W, Culley, one of the shining qu!m of
the Australian Grorglst world, A “beak,” be it
further explained, is a “stipendia istrate,”
if that helps. In this pamphlet g& invites
his readess to “come on to the Bench with me
and take a look at close quarters at the wotking
out of & few of our modern laws which
fook right enough on paper.”” Included are il
luminating essays on laws pertsining to laber,
groperty' farmers, taosporigtion. The "beak™

emonstrates  that much of our legislation

{Amcrican as well as. Austealion) is loaded in_

favor of privilege and against basic human
r':?hts. Also included are some words of sound
advice to those who would further the canse
of freedom and jostice.

~Ropert Crancy

BCONOMIC SYSTEMS. By Harold G. Mol
tom, Waikington, D. C. The Brockings In-
itwlimy, 1948, :

This pamphlet deal¥™with Free Enterprise,
Cummu.ifism,p Soctalism, Hybrids, and t;e%uh-
tion Con{glaﬁble with Private Enterprise. It s
Chapter V1 of a book on “Controlling Factors
in Eronomis Deve]urment,“ in which the au-
thor proposes to analyze forces responsible for
economic progress. The volume is to be in two
parts; the first dealing with the past, and the
second with the future. Eromomie Systeny traces
the history of free ise, which is com-
- monly believed to be lairsez faire. Moulton
states that private enterprise in its
. never was chatacteristic of the ‘cconomy of na-
tions, but there was a degree at least of central-
ized control and regulation for the purpose of
cutbing moncply. However the generslly ack.
nowledged system of the nineteenth century

and early twentieth purported to be frez-enter-

socialism ars clearly set forth in their present
day connofations. That incressing government
control has brought about hybrid systerss, ac-
cmd‘?mm’s findings, was not the re-
sult of conscions planning g'cmnumﬁc theor-
ists oe social reforrners, but rather a drift as'a
result of wotld depression. Appiring this to
the United States and referring o ihe New

program, real tecovery was not achieved
and unempl continned, until World
War II. Such reform messures do not get at
basic principle of free ise, says the au-
thor. E: on to bring out the intended
gools of the Roosevelt gwgm were curhing
of monopoly and ‘abuse in big business, public
ownershi Tn&ng private-enterprise In ces-
tain ﬁ»dtﬁ; secuting of progperity via ia-
creased income of the masses 2nd the lowering
of income of the classes, and control of busi-
ness cycles by monetuy pelicy. However no
mention is made of what the “basic principle
of private enterprise” zeally involves, '

It is pointed out that cur government is not
constituted o it of unified control, and
before ing the author wished to have
it clearly undesstood that at this point he is not
concerned with methods for praventing indus-
trial depressions, bat ooly roment control
of the economic system. The znalysis follow-
ing reaches the conclusion that & controlled
economy is i tible with our governmental
system thus effective administration is not
sible, as 2 central narional authority with 8
master plan is required for sueeessful operation,

The remainder of the chapter deals with
regulation compatible with private enterprise.
It treats of “natural” monopelies and while, of
course, di of opinion enters here, never-
theless-a logical presentation is set forth, con-
cluding that regulation, rather than commun.
ism, socialism, or hybrid systems of control will
insure individual liberty, The third choice here
appears to be between modified totalitarianism
and uncostricted free-enterprise. This is an-

instance where
“Laistes faire, leesex allas”, “Clear the ways and
let things alone!” bas been overlooked. How-
ever, 1 am left with a desice to pursue [urther
the author's treatment of the subject, es&n’zﬂy
Chapter X of the larger work, “Caa Depres-
sions be Prevented?” ia order that 1 might com-
pare this with the treatment given by others.

~Jonn T. TerLEY

LAND VALUE REFOEM IN THEORY AND
PRACTICE, By James Dundas W kite. Lot
don. Land and Liberty Press, 1948, 61 pp. 3
pence.

Mr. White, author of other useful books on
this subject, begins the work with an
outline of the principles underlying land-value
reform. The first principle is that all men have
n right to the use of the carth, that the land of
a country “should be treated as the common in-

heritance of its people.” The author believes in
"begirm.{ at home™ and sets forth a
National

nd Rent Bill, which is designed
specifically for Great Britain, aad which con-
tains provisions for and valuation, registering,

and collection of rent Explanalory notes are

where “the coniplete phrase’

appended, inclading a discussion on Anpual
Lapd-Value versus Capital Tand-Value Mr.
White discards the latter as tending to diminish
as land-values are taxed, and advocates the
former, defining it as “the best annual rent
that could reasonably be obtained for the land
... Thus he estabiishes that the reform ad-
vocated is in the nature of tent payment rather
than a tax, :
~~ROBERT CLANCY

EL MUNDO DEL FUTURO (The World of
the Future) By Carios P. Carvanzd. Buenos
Aires, Librevia Madrid, 220 pp. 5 Argentine
mr a
It is quite encouragiog to find Henry e's
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abroed, as it is in this book with the subtitle,

“American Capitalism or Russian Communism?”
With the light that Henry George throws

on our economic system, the author enalyzes

the cconomic and social systemn as it exists in
countffes like the United States and in the

Soviet Union, which he visited in 1936, He

considers our system largely 4 private monopo-

Tistic system, and theirs a state monopolistic sys-
tem. As regndsm, he believes that
2 decentralized, government, with
emphasis on the rights of the individual and
of minotities, is the best.

Soviet production, Garranza points out, is
sauch inferior in quantity and quality to capi-
talist production, e?ne:;ﬂ y to that in the United
States. However, he was there in 1936,
he found mo man or woman deprived of a
“decorous means of earning his fiving." nor
homeless, nor did he find any beggini or g:o.l‘
titution. There seemed to be "“no patiahs.” Here
on the other hand, he saw the spectacle of
“millions of capable pouth™ entering the strug-
gle for existence with all rosds barred.

The author confines himself mainly to deal:
ing with the economic oot of the trouble,
rather than with the details of the brutal tyr
anny in US.SR. or the tragic details of our re-

crises and depressions here. He con-

ns governwment planning, but does not give
muoch  space to-the
manner of taxation. He advocates transfarma-
tion of the tax systern of the State so that its
income would consist principally of economic
rent, the income of the natural monopalies
organized a5 services, and taxes on those activi
ties, the restriction and even the disappearance

of which, would be & social advantage, He -

wonld do away with artificial monopolies and
re-establish competition.
~-MATTHEW O8S1AS

Pertinent Comment

By FRANK SALOR
(Prom The Labor Hcm-fdj_

The most unfair tax, we would say, is the
income tax which is a direct levy upon an in-
dividual's productive capacity. The harder he
worles the more shaces of his labor- 1ced
wealth is he compelled to surrender, His very
industriousness is
if he had been druck and disorderly twelve
times a yeatr or otherwise been a disreputable
citizen. . . . All taxes, license fees, and duties
are unfair but some are more unfair than others,

details -of our monstrous -

alized more severely than -



