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Socialist Politics.

The Chicago International Socialist Review (Soc.),

November.—Socialism, the proletarian revolt against

the ruling class, was never so much alive as today.

. . . Meanwhile the Socialist party as an organiza

tion has failed to make a corresponding growth. Its

vote in 1908 was but slightly larger than in 1904. It

has during the last five years enrolled probably over

150,000 members, including those who held member

ship cards in 1904, but the present total member

ship as shown by the monthly dues is about 45,000,

and the number who took the trouble to attend meet

ings and vote on a recent referendum was only

about 8,500. . . . Most of the proletarian members

of the Socialist party thus far have been members

of craft unions for the very good reason that such

membership was for them a necessary condition

for holding their jobs. This membership naturally

made them reluctant to antagonize craft unions, and

this reluctance is reflected in the platforms and reso

lutions of the Socialist party. Apart from trade

unionists, our membership thus far has been mainly

recruited from the small producers and professional

men, who are not in daily touch with the great in

dustrial processes as proletarians are, and can exer

cise control over these processes only through the

political state. Thus it is not in the least surprising

that the Socialist party In the past has placed undue

emphasis on voting and law-making. Nor on the

other hand is it surprising that with these tactics

we have scarcely touched the great mass of the

proletariat. But forces stronger than ourselves are

pushing us on. The great capitalists have built up

a system of organized industry beside which the

political state is a pigmy. In the course of this

process they have been systematically crushing out

the old conservative trade unions. On their ruins

is already rising a new type of union, revolutionary

as Marx himself, ruthless as capitalism, strong in

the thought, learned not from Marx but from grim

experience, that the workers have nothing to lose but

their chains, and all the world to gain. It is in

these unions not the aristocracy of labor but its

democracy, that the Socialist party of the future

must find its strength. Long enough we have cringed

before the aristocricy of labor begging for votes

that we did not get. Long enough we have experi

mented with "immediate demands" that might swell

our apparent strength by winning the votes of people

opposed to revolution. The time has come for the

proletarians of the party and those who believe the

party should be proletarian in its tactics to bring

about a revolution inside the party. Let us not

withdraw but take possession. Let us put wage-

workers on the national executive committee. Let

us cut the "Immediate demands" out of our platform

and leave reformers to wrangle over reforms. Let

us make it our chief task to spread the propaganda

of revolution and of the new industrial unionism,

and when we elect members of our own class to

office, let us instruct them that their most important

work is to hamper the ruling class in the war It

will be waging on the revolutionary unions. With

tactics like these, apathy will disappear, and the

Socialist party will for the first time become a vital

force in the struggle between capitalists and wage-

workers.
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If this, my service, shall in beauty fail.

And, for some comfort to enfold your heart

My utmost strength but sorry loss avail

To gloom the empty days thus set apart.

Still shall I serve, as conscience gives me grace

The cherished hope of you, the sacred trust

That holds me proudly in my humble place

Among the brave ambitions of the dust.

For of this heart, that touches for your sake

With tenderness the difficulties rough,

Is all my faith, that finally must make

Of willing sacrifice, more than enough,

The peace fulfilled, so wearily pursued.

Bloom at my feet—as reddest roses would

With love's old songs all happily renewed

If my slow uncomplaint you understood.

GEO. E. BOWEN.

THE REARING OF PHEASANTS AS

A SOCIAL SERVICE!

Leonard Willoughby, of Wallaton, Hotts, England, in

the London Bystander of October 6, 1909.

Rearing of pheasants is a very costly matter,

and one which I anticipate will be seriously cur

tailed in the near future if this so-called "Work

ing Man's Budget" is passed. County gentlemoD

will be very hardly hit if this iniquitous bill be

comes law, and they will consequently have to

effect economies in every direction. One of the

very first will be in reducing their shootings, or

in giving up rearing birds altogether. Pheasants

which are hand-reared cost about 4s. each to feed,

from start to finish. Thus it is easy to under

stand what sums of money find their way into

farmers' and tradesmen's pockets for the pur

chase of food alone, for hundreds of thousands

of pheasants all over the kingdom have to be

fed for months every year. The money which

is expended one way or another over shooting

is quite enormous, for it must be remembered

that, in addition to the purchase of eggs and

food, there are wages, clothes, and fuel for keep

ers; there are also endless expenses in connec

tion with rearing. When the shooting commences,

there are beaters at 2s. 6d. and 3s. per day,

with meat, bread, cheese, and beer. And there

is the expense of hospitality to guests. Take it

all in all, the old saying that each pheasant shot

np costs, one way and another, a guinea, is not far

wrong.

Now, who benefits from all this? The poor


