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1t appears from the reports of the
British press regarding British war
office contracts that Joe Chamber-
lain has a brother whose name ought
to be Abner.

In their published interviews, Mr.
McKinley’s supporters express their
disapproval of the Kansas City plat-
form and nominations with welcome
unanimity.

The prosperity touter finds his oc-
cupation an onerous one. All his
whistling is up the wind. This is be-
cause the public is beginning to real-
ize that there is no prosperity and has
been none except for the beneficiaries
of special privileges.

What a satire upon liberty it must
have been, that Fourth of July cele-
bration at Manila. Flags were dis-
played, patriotic songs were sung, and
patriotic speeches were delivered.
Even the declaration of independence
was read. And that part of it, too.
which asserts that government de-
rives its just powers from the con-
sent of the governed!

Dispatches from the Transvaal say
that Lord Roberts is distributing seed
to the impoverished Boer farmers.
This will doubtless be cited as an in-
stance of magnanimity on the part of
avictor. It isa veryqueersort of mag-
nanimity that robs a people of inde-
pendence and then offers them seed-
corn. But then it is so much easier
and pleasanter to be “magnanimous”
and “generous” and “benevolent”
than to be plainly and simply just.

If the making of unnecessary noise

in public places is a characteristic of
savagery, as has been plausibly ar-
gued, then Chicago is about to take
a step in the direction of civilization.
The corporation counsel has drawn an
ordinance forbidding all needless
noises within the city limits. Should
this ordinance be adopted and en-
forced, there would be no more shout-
ing of wares for sale in the early morn-
ing or late evening,no more creaking
wheels making excruciating music
upon the streets, no more jangling of
loosely loaded iron rails upon trucks,
no more yelling and whooping and

-screaming at midnight with intent to

notify sleeping people that the dis-
turbers are still awake. It is to be
hoped that the ordinance may pass,
and that it may be followed by a wider
extension of noiseiess pavements and
the general adoption of rubber tires
for vehicles. But as the mayor pro-
claims his preference for street noises,
as testimonials to the urban character
of Chicago, this is too much- to hope
for.

The seriousness of the situation,
both in the Philippines and in South
Africa, may be better inferred from
what the American and the British
generals, respectively, say of the pos-
sibility of sparing men for China,
than from the censored reports of the
progress they are making. Lord
Roberts assures the British war de-
partment that he cannot possibly
spare 10,000 men from the seat of
war in South Africa, and Gen. Mac-
Arthur is equally sure that he can-
not spare more than the regiment
which has already been taken from
him in the Philippines. If the little
brown men of the Philippine archi-
pelago and the Boers of South Africa,
even after they are defeated, can thus
monopolize the attention of over a
quarter of a million soldiers, what
hope is there for the armies of Europe

in a country like China. with its 400,-
000,000 outraged and angered popu-
lation?

Why shouldn’t the United States
look with favor upon the Swiss agi-
tation for annexation? Time was
when the great distance of Switzer-
land frem this country, and the fact
that it is neither part of the American
continent nor an adjacent island,
would have been a conclusive objec-
tion. But that objection loses its
force, now that we seek to annex ter-
ritory which is separated from the con-
tinent by leagues upon leagues of
ocean. Every possible objection that
would apply to the annexation of
Switzerland applies to the annexation
of the Philippines; and there are cir-
cumstances besides, that l,nake thean-
nexation of Switzerland comparative-
ly desirable. For one thing, Switzer-
land, if she adopted the Swiss pro-
posal of annexation, would not bave
tobeconquered. Foranother,shecould
be at once admitted as a state in the
union. Though this would be ex-
pansion, it would not be imperial-
ism. Of course, we might have to
fight her European neighbors; but
from the Rooseveltian point of view,
that would be a favorable consider-
ation. War with European powers
would foster the strenuouslifeamong
our young men much better than the
slaughter of little brown fellows like
rabbits in a corral.

The notorious “Tammany hall” in
New York, under the boss<hip of
Richard Croker, is dishonored with a
weak imitation in the “City hall” of
Chicago, under the boss-ship of Car-
ter Harrison. Neither of these po-
litical combines cares a picayune for
political principle. Each is in very
truth an organized appetite. Local
office spoils, city contracts, and other
money-making advantages of polit-
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ical power, are the aim and object of
both. If New York were a republic-
an city, “Tammany hall” would be a
republican organization and Croker
a republican leader. Hanna would
never have been heard of outside of
Cleveland. If Chicago were a repub-
lican city, the “City hall” would be a
republican organization and Har-
rison a republican heeler, As it is,
both “Tammany hall” in New York,
and the “City hall” in Chicago, must
profess to be democratic. Otherwise
they could not get at the spoils. It
is not strange, in these circumstances,
that Harrison’s “City hall” and Crok-
er's “Tammany hall” .work in har-
mony. Certain kinds of affiliation are
natural. Nor will it be remarkable
if both try to wreck the presidential
ticket, since neither can benefit by its
election and both may find local ad-
vantage in eompassing its defeat.
The disposition to do this will

be in no degree weakened by the’

fact that Croker and Harrison were
alike “turned down” at Kansas City.

Croker was .completely balked at-

every turn by Hill, very much to his
own discomfiture and Hill’s ad-
vantage; while Harrison was rebuked
by the nomination of Stevenson, and,
though nominal leader of the Illinois
delegation, was overshadowed by Alt-
geld.

It was through the manipulation of
the Harrison faction—the “City hall”
of Chicago politics—that Stevenson
had been humiliated at the Spring-
field convention in Jumne. Steven-
son’s career in national politics and
his standipg in the state made him
an eminently appropriate candidate
for delegate at large to the national
convention; but “peanut” polities pre-
vailed, and a Chicago criminal law-
yer, with no political standing or
record, was made a delegate at large,
while Stevenson was pushed into the
position of alternate. But without
the slightest effort on his part, and
equally without any on the part of
the Harrison faction, Stevenson,
whom the “peanut” machine had re-
jected as a delegate, became the party
candidate for vice president. This

tions for Bryan.

iz one of the incidents which goes to
show how utterly weak Mr. Harrison
is when he gets bevond the influence
of the city appointments and con-
tracts which he controls in Chicago.

Another incident in this line was

connected with the presence of Alt-
geld at the mnational convention.
Altgeld stood no more chance of be-
ing sent from Chicago to either the
state or the national convention than
Thomas Jefferson would if he had
been here. Harrison’s “City hall” ma-
chine, with its appointments and con-
tracts, controlled the local conven-
tions. But when Altgeld appeared
at the state convention the calls for
him were too spontaneous and en-
thusiastic to be ignored. He was in-
vited to the platform where he de-
livered a speech which made it im-
possible for any of Bryan’s secret en-
emies to frustrate a vote of instruec-
From the state con-
vention Altgeld went, still as a pri-

vate member of the party, to the na-

tional convention at Kansas City.
He arrived in good time to prevent
something worse than a blunder. Har-
rison, as the head of the Illinois dele-
gation, had almost upset the arrange-
ment of Bryan’s friends to make Gov.
Thomas temporary presiding officer;
but Altgeld, almost with a wave of
the hand, brushed Harrison aside and
saved this important position from
going from Thomas to Rose of Mil-
waukee. From that moment Har-
rison was a nonentity at Kansas City.
In spite of his expectation that
Altgeld would view the Kansas City
convention from the gallery, if at all,
Altgeld was the first person not a
delegate to be invited to address the
convention from the platform.
Though the convention was very
largely composed of politicians of the
Harrison order, it was not insensible
to the overshadowing qualities of
superior men; and it was evident at
Kansas City that Altgeld, however
short he might be of the support of
“peanut” politicians in Chicago, is
the one great national character of
Illinois in the democratic party.

In. the gold democratic movement
four years ago there were two types
of men. Both believed in the gold
standard. Both had economic reazons
for their belief. But whereas the
men of one type, being plutocrats as
well as economists, found themselves
at home in association with the Me-
Kinley-Hanna outfit, men of the oth-
er type, being essentially democrats,
were drawn away from the democracy
only by their economic convictions.
Where these two types of gold demo-
crats will be found in the coming
campaignit is easy to conjecture. The
plutocratic type will support McKin-
ley, while the democratic type will
support Bryan. An example of the
way in which. the latter looks upon
the present situation is afforded by
Edward J. Shriver, a well-known

single tax man of the east, who broke -

away from most of the single tax
men of the country four years ago
because he could not reconcile “16 to
1” with his economic conzcience.
We quote from Mr. Shriver’s letter:

For the sake of whatever slight in-
fluence it may have, in view of my hav-
ing exerted myself among single tax-
ers against Bryan in 1896, may I ask
you to register my intention to vote
for him this year, and that most will-
ingiy? By doing this I do not wish to
recant my views in any way on the

money question, nor my opinion that -

the 16 to 1 proposition is a distinctly
paternalistic one to which as a single
taxer it would be impossible for me
to subscribe; but even were it
to become an issue this year,
which I do not believe possible,
it seems to me that the pres-
ent danger to the very fundamentals
of republican institutions is too great,
and the corruption of the present ad-
ministration too disgraceful, for any-
one who believes in abstract democ-
racy or common decency to regard any-
thing else. I should be willing to set
aside even my interest in the single
tax for the more pressing emergency.
As a gold democrat, moreover. I con-
sider that the silver democrats have
conceded to us in the Kansas City
platform all that we have a right to
ask, and that when they invite us to
join them in the ‘“paramount issue”
where we agree, it would be petty in
us to deny them the privilege of reas-
serting their convictions on other
points. however wrong we may still
deem those to be.

It would have been impossible for
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the free silver men to refrain from
repeating the coinage clause of the
platform of 1896, after the reception
which the republicans had given to
the state platforms that merely re-af-
firmed. Even the platform adopted
in Illinois, which reaffirmed in whole
and in part, in letter and in spirit.
was described by the republican press,
and even by some of the gold
democracy press, as a backdown. This
made it pecessary to do what might
otherwisehave been unnecessary. The
oply alternative was to reassert the
silver declarations of 1896 or to go
into the compaign under charges of
trimming.” Bryan preferred the for-
mer course. Anotherreason doubtless
influenced him. It wastheevident in-
tention of the mere “peanut” politi-
cians of the party to make a re-
affirmation the basis for a free silver
campaign in the west, and the neglect
to reassert it-the basis for a gold cam-
paign in the east. That was the kind
of campaign that McKinley made in
1896. But Bryan is not like Me-
Kinley. Come victory or come de-
feat, Bryap is frank with the people.
So the free silver clause was repeat-
ed because the democratic party
stands for free silver. Any ambigu-
ity on that issue would have been
a fraud. At the same time it must be’
conceded, and this will be demon-
strated as the campaign progresses,
that the repetition of the free silver
clause puts the money issue out of
this election. Had there been norep-
.etition the revolt of the populists and
the free silver republicans, the anger
of free silver democrats, and the let-
ter of Bryan whether of acceptance
or declination, would have given a
new impetus to that question which
even so fundamental an issue as im-
perialism might not have checked.
As it is, the money issue remains in
abeyance while the issue of republic
or empire is tried at the bar of Amer-
ican citizenship.

And now it leaks out that Mr. Mc-
Kinley tried to hedge on the silver
question. Postmaster General Smith
drafted a platform for the Philadel-

phia convention in which the party
would have been made once more to
oppose silver coinage “except by in-
ternational agreement,” and this
statement of the issue Mr. McKinley
approved. But the bosses were too
much for him. Knowing that such a
declaration wasn’t worth a nickel for
corruption fund purposes, they
changed it to a flat-footed gold stand-
ard démand, which Mr. McKinley
swallows as meekly as he swallows
all the other doses that Hanna has
prepared for him. The contrast be-

"tween such a man and the man who

notified his party that if it stultified
him in its platform it must seek an-
other candidate is worth studying.

An American military officer in
the Philippines has been convicted
and sentenced to be reprimanded for
conniving at the looting by his men
of Filipino homes. The articles taken
from these “naked savages,” as the
imperialist papers delight in describ-
ing the Filipinos, were such things
as one silver wateh, two hypodermic
syringes, one diamond glass cutter,
one bugle in leather case, one lot of
clothing, three canes with silver
heads, one box canned goods, two
bottles of wine, two bottles of rum,
one double-barrel shotgun, one para-
sol, and one lot of coins. The con-
victed officer must have been sur-
prised when in the formal reprimand
he was advised that the army is in

the Philippines to protect, not to de-'

spoil.  As a rational being he must
have observed that the army is there
to do on a large scale what he allowed
his men to do on a small one.

A letter published in the Omaha
World, from A. F. Miller, Thirty-sec-
ond United States volunteers, tells of
a method of torturing Filipinos which
is as ingenious as it is devilish. It
is called the water cure. Describing
it, Mr. Miller, with no little gusto, as
becomes a Christian soldier hent on
converting the heathen by force of
arms, explains that the soldiers put
the Filipinos—
on their backs, a man standing on each
hand and each foot; then put a round

stick in the mouth and pour a pail of
water in the mouth and nose, and if

they don’t give up pour another pail.

They swell up like toads.
it’s terrible torture.

T'l1 tell you

This torture is applied to compel the
Filipinos to give uptheir hidden
arms. In confirmation of Miller’s
story an officer, writing to the “City
and State,” of Philadelphia, also tells
of the water curé; but he attributes
its use to the Macabebe scouts whom
the American government employs.

The Macabebe is a bitter enemy of
the Filipino, in ‘'much the samme way
and probably for much the- same
reason that the American Indian was
bitter in his éuitfity toward the col-
onists of our revolutionary period..
Like the American Indian, also, he
is a savage. His employment, there-
fore by our government is analogous
to the employment by the British
government of savage Indians in the
war of subjugation against the Amer-
ican patriots. The Indians scalped

and burned their prisoners; the Maca-

bebes flood theirs with water until

they “swell up like toads.” While it

relieves our soldiers of the charge
of brutality to attribute this torture
to the Macabebes, the responsibility
is only shifted from the soldiers to
their government. Great Britain has
been condemned by the civilized world
forengaging savage Indiansto torture
the American revolutionists; shall we
escape similar condemnation when it

appears that we have employed Maca-
bebe savages to torture Filipinos?

That extraordinary democrat, St.
Clair McKelway, editor of the rene-
gade Brooklyn Eagle, has evolved
from his inner consciousness a prinei-
ple of constitutional law of the first
magnitude as a curiosity. Arguing
for imperialism, he says that this re-
public as a nation “made the consti-
tution and the constitution did not
make it.” As if that were not absurd
enough, he adds that the nation “de-
rives from the constitution no right
and duty of sovereignty.” Yet fur-
ther he proclaims that “its sovereign-
ty is in itself, not in the constitution;”
and asserting that “its sovereignty
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preceded the comstitution,” he
prophesies that it “may survive it.”
Mr. McKelway ought to know that
this nation had no existence what-
ever until the constitution created it.
Though it is true that the nation’s
sovereignty existed before the consti-
tution, it existed in the several states,
and was derived from them through
the constitution and not otherwise.
And the nation derived from the
states no more sovereignty than they
surrendered through the . constitu-
tion. What they did not thus sur-
render it did not thereby nor in any
other way acquire. And since it has
no sovereignty except from the states
through the constitution, and never
can have, if its sovereignty should
survive the constitution, as Mr. Mec-
Kelway hints it may, that will be only
as the result of some such usurpation
of power as the imperialists now pro-
pose.

THE DEMOORATIO CONVENTION.

It was notably a convention of pol-

iticians, but emphatically not a politi- |

cians’ convention. :
Though the majority of the dele-
gates cared nothing for political
principle, but were of that “pea-
nut” variety of politician which the
New York “Tammany hall” makes
notorious and the Chicago “City hall”
imitates in a small way, they were so
thoroughly conscious of the demands

of their constituents that they dared |

not follow their own inclinations, but
were forced to obey him whom they
reluctantly recognized as the tribune
of the people. Had they been unre-
strained by home instructions and
felt no fear of popular resentment,
they would not only have balked at
the platform, but they would have
gone so far as to nominate a man of
the Hill type instead of Bryan. Bui
with those instructions to reckon with
they were as obedient as children.
They did not speak their own
thoughts, they did not vote their own
will; they were used as speaking and
voting instruments by the democratic
masses of the country. Because their
constituents demanded the nomina-
tion of Bryan they nominated him.
Because their constituents believed in

the ability and integrity of Bryan
they dared raise no issue with him re-
garding the platform or anything
else. What they understood him to
require that they conceded. They
conceded nothing more.

He insisted upon a reiteration of
the bimetallic ratio demand, and al-
though the committee on resolutions
adopted it by a bare majority of two—
Oklahoma and Hawaii—all the dele-
gations, when the matter was faid be-
fore them for instructions, positively
forbade the presentation of a minor-
ity report. If Bryan had expressed a
preference as to the vice presidency,
his choice would have been the nom-
inee. A word from him and the ticket
would have been Bryan and Towne
instead of Bryan and Stevenson.
That word being withheld, the con-
vention followed its own inclinaticn
by selecting a strict party man. The
majority would have preferred Hill,
but Hill by declining (and it is due to
him to say that he took high ground
in his manner of doing this) forced
upon them a second choice. Soit was
in all things else. Bryan’s word was
law to them. When Bryan was silent
they became “peanut” politicians
once more.

It was altogether an encouraging
demonstration of the truth that the
people do rule. Even though a major-
ity of their agents be unprincipled
politicians, the history of this conven-
tion amply shows that those politi-
cians will meekly obey a popular man-
date when it comes to them with un-
mistakable emphasis.

Naturally, the submission of the
convention to Bryan’s requirements
bas won him the title of “boss.” Some
Hanna papersare so utterly lacking in
sense of humor as to call him a bigger
boss than Hanna!

Absurd as the comparison is, it
nevertheless embodies a welcome
truth.  Bryan is, indeed, a bigger
boss than Hanna. He bosses the pol-
iticians of his party, by the powerand
with the authority of the masses of his
party. This is a bossship which the
people want. It is onme to which
Hanna could not aspire. Hapna is a
boss, not by the aunthority of the
masses of his party, but by the power
of money and with the authority of
trust magnates.

Though Bryan be a bigger boss
than Hanna, McKinley is certainly
not. McKinley is no boss at all. He
cannot even boss himself, but is a poor
weakling in the hands of Hanna—a
weakling whose exalted principles of
yesterday become, at the command of
the master, his football to-day.

The circumstances that have in-
duced plutocratic papers to call Bryan
a boss, have raised him in the opinion
not only of his own friends, but of all
candid men. He became a boss rather
than be a trimmer.

“If by any chance,” said he, “the
committee on resolutions decides to
report a platform in which there is
not a silver plank there must be a mi-
nority report and a fight on the floor
of the convention. I will come to
Kansas City on the fastest train avail-
able, make a fight for silver om the
floor of the convention, and then de-
cline to take the nomination if the
convention omits the ratio. This is
final.”

Whatever any man’s opinion of the
silver question may be, there can be
after that but one opinion as to Bryan.
We can feel assured that the man who
stands so firmly by his convictions
with which we do not agree, will stand
firmly by his convictions with which
we do agree. Since Bryan was ready
to throw aside the highest personal
honors rather than evade the subor-
dinate silver issue, he can be relied
upon not to trifle with the paramount
issue of imperialism.

Imperialismisthe paramount issue.
It would have been so regardless of
the platform. For platforms cannot
create, they can only register, issues.
But the platform itself declares, what
events had predetermined, that this
issue is paramount.

In doing so it lays down elementary
principles which cannot be assailed
without attacking the ideals of popu-
lar government. The inalienable
rights of man as set forthinthe declar-
ation of independence are reaffirmed,
not perfunctorily, but with direct ref-
erence to practical questions; and
that old Jeffersonian document itself
is declared to be the spirit of our gov-
ernment, of which the constitution is
the form and letter. Not stopping
there, the platform goes on to assert
specifically that all governments de-



The Public,

213

rive their just powers from the "con-
sent of the governed, that any govern-
ment not based upon that consent is
tyranny, and that to impose upon any
people a government of force is to
substitute the methods of imperialism
for those ofa republic. It then pro-
claims that the constitution follows
the flag and denounces the imperial
doctrine that a “government de-
riving its powers from the constitu-
tion can exercise lawful authority be-
yond the constitution or in violation
of it. Upon these fundamental prin-
ciples, fortified by the statement that
“no nation can long endure half re-
public and half empire,” the platform
rests its indictment against imperial-
ism as exemplified by the republican
policy with reference to Puerto Rico
and the Philippines. ,

In this connection the platform
rises to unexampled heights of polit-
ical morality. Distinguishing be-
tween expansion and imperialism, it
says:

We are not opposed to territor:al
expansion when it takes in desirable
territory which can be erected into
states in the union, and whose people
are willing and fit to become American
citizens. We favor trade expansion by
every peaceful and legitimate means.
But we are unalterably opposed to the
seizing or purchasing of distant is-
lands, to be governed outside the con-
stitution and whose people can never
become citizens. We are in favor of
extending the republic's influence
among the nations, but believe that
influence should be extended not by
foree and violence, but through the

persuasive power of a high and hon-
orable example.

*On the subject of trusts; the spe-

cific reforms recommended are not al--

together satisfactory, as when it is
proposed to require federal licenses
and establish a censorship of the
mails. Nevertheless, one genuine and
far-reaching reform of the trust evil
is advoeated without evasion. We re-
fer to the clause favoring an amend-
ment to the tariff laws so as to put
products of the trusts upon the free
list. ’ :

But if, with that one exception, the
specificreforms are disappointing, the
general principle declared is perfect.
And that, after all, is the more impor-
tant. Specific demands necessarily
change with changing circumstances;
but a general principle once inserted

in a party platform offers to the rad-
ical wings of thesparty a’' leverage
whereby they can force not only its
continued repetition, but also the in-
sertion of more and more appropriate
specific demands. On this trust issue
the principle of the platform is em-.
bodied in a pledge in these words:

Private monopolies are indefensible
and intolerable. We pledge
the democratic party to an unceasing
warfare in nation, state and city
against private monopoly in every
form.

Upon that declaration the most
radical economic demands can rest.

"And if these demands be not made

more and more radical with successive
platforms, or if the principle ever be
cut out or modified in thedirection of
conservatism, the fault will lie with
those radical men of the country
who, from partisan motives or per-
sonal indifference, may refuse at this
election to sirengthen the hands of
the men who have secured so compre-
hensive a declaratior.

The other planks of the platform
may be briefly summarized.

A prompt redemption of the na-
tion’s pledge of independence to-Cuba
is demanded. The Monroe ‘doctrine
is reaffirmed. Militarism is de-
nounced. The Dingley tariff law is
condemnedas a breeder of trusts. En-
larged powers for the interstate com-
merce commission are favored;and a
demand is made for the election of
federal senators by direct vote of the
people, and for the establishment
whenever practicable of direct legis-
lation.

Government by injunction and the
blacklist are condemned, and labor ar-
bitration is advocated; while, to offset
the demand of the republican plat-
form for a cabinet secretary of com-

merce, this platform recommends the

appointment of a cabinet secretary of
labor.

The construction, ownership and
control of a Nicaraguan canal are fa-

wvored, and the Hay-Pauncefote treaty

is condemned. Promises of immedi-
ate statehood, with home rule, are
made to the people of Arizona, New
Mexico and Oklahoma. It is pro-
posed to irrigate the arid lands of the
west, and enforcement of the Chinese
exclusion law and itsapplication toall
Asiatic races, are urged.

Jefferson’s doctrine of “peace, com-
merce and honest friendship with all
nations, entangling alliances with
none,” is approved as wholesome;
while an earnest protest is entered—
against the republican departure
which has involved us in so-called’
world polities, including the diplomacy
of Europe and the intrigue and land-
grabbing of Asia.

A clause condemning “the ill-con-

‘cealed republican alliance with Eng-

land, which must mean discrimina-
tion against other friendly nations
and which has already stifled the na-
tion’s voice while liberty is being
strangled in Africa,” leads on to this
expression of sympathy for the Boer
republie: "

Believing in the principles of self-
governinent, and rejecting, as did our
forefathers, the claim of iuonarchy,
we view with indignation the purpose
of England to overwhelm with force
the South African republics. Speak-
ing, as we believe, for the entire repub-
lican nation, except its republican
oftfice holders, and for all free men
everywhere, we extend our sympathies
to the heroic burghers in their unequal
struggle to maintain their liberty and
independence.

Followingthissympathetic note are

a denunciation of lavish appropria-
tions, a criticism of surplus accumula-

‘tions in the treasury, and a condemna-

tion of the shipping subsidy bill, to-
gether with a demand for the reduc-
tion and speedy repeal of the war
taxes;and the platform concludes with
an earnest appeal for the “hearty sup-
port of the liberty loving people, re-
gardlessof previousparty affiliations.”

With that concluding clause in the
platform the logical candidate for
vice president was clearly Charles
A. Towne, the republican whom
the populists had named and
whom the silver republicans stood
ready to indorse. This nomination
would have guaranteed republicans of
the Lincoln type that the invitation
to all liberty loving people “regardless
of previous party affiliations,” was not
anaggregation of empty phrases. But
“previous party affiliations” were
regarded as vital by a majority of the
delegates, despite the warmth of their
invitation; so Mr. Stevenson instead
of Mr. Towne was chosen.

It was not an unwise choice. Next
to Towne, it was the best choice possi-
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ble; and as a matter of party pol-
icyit was better than Towne. Though
Stevenson cannot make the effective
speaking compaign that Towne would
have made; though he cannot draw to
the party the hosts of new voters that
Towne, as the nomineee, would bave
drawn; though he is conservative,
probably too much. so for the princi-
- pal candidate and the platform,—yet
he has advantages of his own. Heis
radical enough to have been in his
younger days a greenback member of
congress, and democratic enough to
have been while vice president per-
sona non grata to the Whitneys and
Lamonts and Eckelses who fostered
the-spirit of plutocracy in Grover
Cleveland. Moreover, he wasa Bryan
democrat in the eampaign of 1896.
From the standpoint of Bryanism,
therefore, Mr. Stevenson is accept-
able. And from that of democratic
partisanship, his lifetime loyalty to
the organization makes him unobjec-
tionable where Towne might have re-
pelled because of his previous party
affiliations. He will prevent loss of
votes, even if he secures no gains.
With all the rest, Mr. Stevenson is
personally a good man and an excel-
lent citizen, and has proved himself
an able and honest public official.
The most that can be said against
his nomination is that he is a sort of
survival left over from the old demo-
cratic party. He is, indeed, the only
link binding.the democratic party of
the civil war period which champi-
. oned human slavery, to the democrat-
ic party of to~day which champions
human liberty. His nomination isall
that obscures the fact that a great po-
litical revolution culminated at Kan-
sas City last week.

To realize the radical changes
which have come over the democratic
and the republican parties one
has only to reflect upon two most
significant things. The republican
party which in 1856 planted itself
uponthedeclaration of independence.
dared not mention that great charter
of liberty in its platform of 1900,
thougb its meeting at Philadelphia.
where the declaration was signed and
the republican party was born, made
the occasion peculiarly appropriate.
The party is a living protest against
the declaration of independence. On

the other hand, the democratic party,

which in 1856 dared not mention the |

declaration of independence because
it was then the party of slavery, made
that document the cornerstone of its
platform in 1900 and caused it to be

 readatlarge to the convention. There

is great significance in these facts.
Since 1856 the two parties . have
changed places. Then the democrat-
ic party had fallen under the power of
the negro slave oligarchy; and the re-
publican party, a new organization,
came into existence, breathing the
spirit of the declaration of independ-
ence, to assail and finally exterminate
that power. But now the republican
party has fallen under the power of
giant trusts and the spell of imperial-
ism; and the democratic party, new in
impulse though not in form, shakes
off its pro-slavery nightmare, and, an-
imated in turn by the principles of the
declaration of independence, prepares
to exterminate trusts and to destroy
the empire before the empire destroys
the republic.

History repeats itself. The repeti-
tion is never the same in details, but
in generals there need seldom be any

.doubt, of the identity.

If we glance back over the history
of this country we find the federalists
in power until their imperialistic
tendency had warmed into life the re-
publican party of Jefferson, which
was then denounced as “democratic”
in much the same spirit that “an-
archist” is now applied to Bryan.
With the subsequent decay of the fed-
eral party, Jefferson’s republican
party grew in power and respectabil-
ity until it forgot its elementary prin-
ciples. Then Jackson sprang to
the fore as the leader of a
new democracy, which, when slav-
ery had devitalized it, succumbed
to the present republican party.
It was a long time after that
until the slave oligarchy’s successors,
those greedy conservators of un-
earned wealth who have become so fa-
miliar as economic and political types,
began to realize that their interests
would be cared for by the republican
party as the interests of slaveholders
had been cared forin a former genera-
tion by the decadent party of Jack-
son. But they all learned it in 1896.
That was the year that marked the be-
ginning of the new anti-slavery fight.

It was to 1900 what 1852 hadbeen to
1856. In 1852 the free soil party
broke up old political alignments,
and opened the way for the republican
party of 1856, much as in 1896 the
free silver issue ‘broke up align-
ments and opened the way for the
magnificent Kansas City platform of
1900—the best platform ever put
forth by any political party in this
country, and one which marks a
change so complete as to make the
democratic party to all intents and
purposes a new party. This party is
to the slavery issues of 1900 what the
republican party was to the slavery is- -
sues of 1856.

Whetheér the new democratic party
will achieve a victory this year de-
pends upon the readiness with which
the democratic masses in all parties
recognize the new situation.

The plutocrats have recognized it.
Those of them who had been nominal
democrats, but directly or indirectly
supported McKinley four years ago
on the silver issue, are settling down
comfortably in McKinley’s party.
That is where they belong, and they
know it. But many true democrats
who supported McKinley then be-
cause they rejected the democratic
party’s heresy on the financial ques-
tion, are coming to the demo-
cratic party now, regardless of its
financial teachings, because they
know that at last it is democratic fun-
damentally. Should the democracy
of the party come to be as generally
recognized during the campaign by
men of democratic imstinets in all
parties as it is by most men of
plutocratic instinets, the line be-
tween democracy and plutocracy
will be sharply drawn at the polls this
year, and democracy will win. But if
there be a failure now on the part of a
large number of the real democrats
of the country to recognize the situa-

‘tion as shrewdly as the plutocrats rec-

ognize it, the victory will be post-
poned. As this is among the pos-
sibilities, even if not probable, it is all
the more important to democratic
principles that men of democratic 1n-
stinets who do realize that a revolu-
tion in parties has taken place. should
work faithfully for the democratic
party this year so as to be in position
to prevent its backsliding and to push
it further on four years hence.
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~ The work of the democratic na- |

tional convention at Kansas City, the
gathering-and preliminary proceed-
ings of which were reported last week,

came to an end on the 6th with the

nomination of Adlai E. Stevenson for
vice president of the United States,
William Jennings Bryan having been
nominated on the 5th for president.

In last week’s issue we were able to
.tell only of the assembling of the
convention on the 4th, of the elec-
tion of Gov. Thomas, of Colorado, as
temporary chairman, and of Con-
gressman Richardson, of Tennessee,
as permanent chairman, and of the
keynote speech of ex-Gov. Altgeld, of
Illinoig, who, though not a member
of the convention, wae invited to ad-
dress it. The proceedings of this day
had been varied, and special signifi-
cance given to them, by the formal
reading of the American declaration
of independence and the singing of
“The Star Spangled Banner” and
“America.” On the morning of the
5th the national committee offered
a resolution, which was carried, ap-
pointing a committee of nine to con-
fer with the populist and the silver
republican parties. No other busi-
ness was done at the morning session,
owing to the failure of the committee
on resolutions to makeits report. This
committee had been in session all
night trying to agree upon a platform.
The question at issue was whether the
platform -of 1896 should be simply
reaffirmed, without any repetition of
its text, or should be reaffirmed as a
whole and repeated as to the demand
for free coinage of hoth gold and sil-
ver at the ratio of 16 to 1. During
the deliberations of the committee
Mr. Bryan, who remained at home
in Lincoln, advised his friends in
Kansas City that he would decline to
be the candidate for president if a
specific 16 to 1 declaration were not
inserted in the platform. When this
point came to a vote, the committee
decided by a vote of 26 to 24 in favor
of inserting such a declaration. With
only this narrow majority against
them, several of the minority were
determined to carry the question to
the floor of the convention; but upon
consulting their respective delega-
tions, they were in every instance in-
structed to join in.no minority re-
port. So the platform, unanimously
recommended by the committee on
- resolutions, came before the conven-

tion at the opening of the afternoon
session on the 5th. It was read with
dramatic power and effect by Sena-

tor Tillman, of South Carolina, and |

was at once adopted by the conven-
tion by acclamation. Besides setting
forth the issues of the campaign with
true discrimination and unusual

[ boldness, this platform is unique in

its literary quality. - Instead of° be-
ing a jumbled patchwork of phrases,
it 1s a complete literary composition.
We print it in full in the department
of Miscellany. .

- Closely following the adoption of
the democratic platform,’ W. D. Old-
ham, of Nebraska, came forward
to nominate Mr. Bryan for president.
His closing words were the signal for
a long and enthusiastic demonstra-
tion, at the end of which a series of
seconding speeches was made, includ-
ing one by David B. Hill, of New

York, and one by Mrs. Cohen, a dele- |

gate from Utah. Then the voting be-
gan. Every state -as called cast its
full vote for Mr. Bryan, and at nine
o’clock at night he was declared the
unanimous nominee of the conven-
tion.

Immediately upon the opening of
the session of the 6th, the conven-
tion proceeded to the selection of a
nominee for vice president. The
leading candidates were Adlai E. Ste-
venson, of Illinois; David B. Hill, of
New York, and Charles A. Towne
(the populist nominee), of Minnesota.
Hill, who had been nominated by the
New York delegation against his will,
promptly made a dignified speech de-
clining. The result of the voting was
as follows:

State.
Alabama
Arkansas
California ..
Colorado ....
Connecticut
Delaware ..
Florida ....

HIi
13

Stevenson. Towne.

g.n.;@oo';l=w
Deel eownt
T epos - o

.........

Kentucky ....
Louisidna .
Maine
Massachusetts .
Michigan ........
Minnesota ...
Mlsslsslrpl
Missouri ...
Montana ...
Nebraska ....
Nevada .......c.coovvvnvnnnn o 2
New Hampshire........... 8

New Jersey ..... ..
New York ......
North Dakota ..
Oregon
Pennsylvania ..
Rhode Island
South Carolina ..........
South Dakota...
Tennessee
Texas

i6
1 13
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~. Totals ..... Cevennne e 5594

......

District of Columbia .....
Indian Territory ..........
Oklahoma .
New Mexico ..
Hawali ...... sesee esesessas oo . 6

By 20
For local favorites the following
vote was cast:

Carr—Montana.1; North Carolina, 22.

Hogg—Missouri. 1. .

Danforth—Missouri, 1.

Patrick, Ohio, 46.

Smith—Maryland, 16.
There was no second ballot, but votes
were rapidly changed for Mr. Steven- -
son, so that the. chairman was able to
announce his.unanimous nomination
upon the first ballot. The proceed-
ings of the .convention were closed
with a speech by John Brown, presi-
dent of the Colored Democratic

league.

.................

m;gamaaaﬁﬁi Roon

The new national committee of
the democratic party organized on
the 6th by electing as chairman Sena-
tor James K. Jones. of Arkansas; as
vice chairman, W. J. Stone, of Mis-
souri; as secretary, Charles A. Walsh,
of Iowa, and as sergeant-at-arms,
John I. Martin, of Missouri.

On the day on which the democrat-
ic convention met at Kansas City, the
silver republican convention met in
the same city. Senator Teller was
temporary chairman, and L. W.
Brown, of Ohio, permanent chair-
man. Twenty-one states and two ter-
ritories were represented. Nearly 200
of the delegates declared that they
had voted for Abraham Lincoln. The
convention nominated Bryan for
president, and referred the matter of
a vice presidential nominee to the na-
tional committee, which afterward in-
dorsed Stevenson. This was an-
nounced in an address, in which the
committee explained:

Wefind thedemocraticpartyhasagain
placed itself right on the money ques-
tion. right on the question of trusts
and monopolies. right as the cham-
pion of the declaration of independ-
ence and of constitutional government.
right in expressing its sympathy for
other nations who only ask “that which
you would that others should do unto
you. do ye even so unto them.”

‘The democratic candidate for presi-
dent is ours, our convention. named
him. Upon the fundamental proposi-
tions above stated we are one with
the democratic and the people’s party.
Our common candidate for president is
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enlisted. heart and soul, in this great
cause. We know he has the high cour-
age of his convictions. His triumph
is necessary if we are to hdnd down to
our children and our children’s chil-
dren a government founded in the wis-
dom of the fathers, maintained by the
blood and treasure of its’citizens. and
perpetuated as a priceless heritage.
Impelled by these considerations, your
national committee has determined
that its duty in this hour is to indorse
Adlai E. Stevenson as our candidate
for vice president, in order that the
opposition to the gold standard. trusts

and monopolies, imperialism and all its

attendant evils may concentrate its
votes at the danger point and accom-
plish the triumph of those principles
so dear to us. It is but simple justice
to say that in taking this action we are
following the advice of our distin-
guished leader, Charles A. Towne.

The first democratic ratification
meetings of the campaign were held
at Lincoln, on the 10th. One, held in
the afternoon by the populists and
free silver republicans jointly, was
addressed by Mr. Bryan, Mr. Towne
and Gen. Weaver; the other, held at
night by the democrats, was ad-
dressed by Bryan, Towne, Stevenson
and Webster Davis.

Turning from party politics to the
world’s polities, in which the United
States has become a factor, the com-
plications in China are first-confront-
ed.  The situation there is as much a
news puzzle as ever. But little that
is authentic can be added to the re-
port of last week, in which we told
of the probable desperate circum-
stances of the foreign colony in Pe-
king and. the refusal of the viceroys
of the southern and central prov-
inces to recognize the usurper Tuan.
The American consul general at
Shanghai reported on the 7th that the
legations and foreigners were safe on
the 3d, when arunnertoShanghaihad
left Peking. The dispatch, though
its trustworthiness depends upon the
veracity of the runner, was somewhat
reassuring. It was followed on the
8th by one to the effect that Prince
Ching, the former president of the
tsung-li-vamen, or foreign office, had,
with 10,000 followers. startedia coun-
ter revolution in Peking against the
Tuan faction. and that he was pro-
tecting the legations from attack.
This report, which emanated from
Sheng, the director general of tele-
graphs at Shanghai, has heen par-
tially confirmed by the English Ad-
miral Bruce, who notified his govern-
ment that he had grounds for believ-

ing the Sheng dispatch to be trust-
worthy.

A Chinese imperial decree of June
26 was presented on the 11th to the
foreign offices of the respective pow-
ers by the Chinese ambaszadors and
ministers. It explains the domestic
outbreak and the efforts to suppress
it, gives assurance of the safety of the
legations, and charges the war with
the powers to their unprovoked attack
of June 20 upon the Chinese forts at
Taku. When the Chinese ministerat
Washington delivered this decree to
Secretary Hay, Mr. Hay referred to
thepossibility of communication with
Peking, to which its receipt bore wit-
ness, and demanded that the Chinese
government put the American gov-
ernment in immediate communica-
tion with the American minister at
Peking.

Fighting at Tientsin, which ap-
pears to have been going on since the
return of Admiral Seymour from his
Peking expedition (see page 199),
June 27%th, has been of the fiercest
description. During the past two
weeks the Chinese, who have been
receiving reenforcements at an alarm-
ing rate, have furnished the allies a
great surprise by their dogged per-
sistence and aggressiveness, as well as
by their effective use of modern
arms and artillery, with which they
seem well equipped. Though sus-
taining heavy losses and numerous
repulses, they have succeeded in cut-
ting off communication with Taku
by land and in making the invest-
ment an exceedingly close and harass-
ing one. The latest reports from
Tientsin tell of the safe removal of
all women and noncombatants to
Taku on the 4th, and the retaking
of the native quarter by the Chinese
after terrific fighting on the 5th, 6th
and 7th. These reports tell also of
the vigorous bombardment on the 8th
and 9th of the foreign quarters by
the well-served Krupps of the Chi-
nese. The allied garrison in Tien-
tsin, whose casualty list on the 2d
amounted to more than 600, though
hard pressed and somewhat short of
provisions, are taid to be in no se-
rious danger, owing to the reenforce-
ments rapidly arriving at Taku.
Among these is the Ninth TUnited
States infantry, from Manila, which
arrived on the 9th.

Although the allied powers refuse
to recognize a state of war in China,
and regard the present affair as a do-

mestic uprising againet the lawful
Chinese government, they are mak-
ing elaborate preparations to mobil-
ize a huge force at Taku preparatory
to marching on Peking. Japan has
been given full authority by other
powers to send immediately an army
large enough to control the situation
until the other powers can complete
their preparations, and has according-
ly dispatched 15,000 troops and ar-
ranged to transport 50,000 more. All
the Europear powers expect to be
represented by large quotas at Taku
before August 15. The United States
has made preparations to send out”
6,000 regulars, to be drawn from
Cuba and garrisons in this country as
fast as transport service can be se-
cured. In addition to these another
regiment of infantry and a battery of
artillery are to leave Manila for Taku
at once.

The complications of the United
States with European powers in
China serve to emphasize the fact
that the American war in the Phil-
ippines is still far from ended. In
the scouting in Luzon during the
week ending on the 8th 11 American.
soldiers were killed and 16 wound-
ed. Submissions to the amnesty
proclamation are said to be coming in
slowly.

American casualties in the Philip-
pines since July 1, 1898, inclusive of
all current official reports given out in
detail at Washingtonto July 12,1900,
are as follows:

Deaths to May 16, 1900. see page

01) vivrernnenneaiencencnneensesss. 1,847
Killed reported since May 16. 1900. 31
Deaths from wounds, disease and

accidents reported since May 16,

1900 .i.veiiiniiennerneiinaneenseeass 138
Total deaths since July 1, 1898.....2.016
Wounded ...couveennennnnnanennsne..2,190
Total casualties since July. 1898...4,206 .
Total casualties reported last

WeeK ....iiitiiriicntesvannannn 4,148
Total deaths reported last week..1,96%

Great Britain’s war in South Af-
rica. like the American war in the
Philippines, still holds out, notwith-
standing the expectations noted last
week (pages 199-200) that Lord Rob-
erts’senvelopingmovement, described
the week before at page 185. would
soon subdue the Boers. The British
casualties from June 5 to July 5. were
3.000, of which number 1.200 were
deaths; and several engagements are
reported from that part of the Orange






