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Again the shipbuilding combine

and subsidy beggars are striving to

abrogate our treaty with Groat Brit

ain, which makes the great lakes neu

tral seas. No warships may sail these

waters while that treaty lasts. If it

were abrogated, every lake city would

be at the mercy of a British fleet,

were any misunderstanding to arise;

and every Canadian city would in that

case be at the mercy of an American

fleet. This portentous change is

sought for in the interest of lake

shipbuilders. But lake ship builders

need no abrogation of that treaty to

enable them to build ships. Mer

chant vessels are allowed to sail the

lakes. Let them build merchant ves

sels.

In moving the large gift of half

a million dollars to Lord Roberts,

Arthur Balfour confessed in parlia

ment, on the 1st, that in December,

1899, the Boers had made the Brit

ish cause well-nigh hopeless. He

showed how Lord Roberts alone had

saved it. It must have been an im

pressive picture that Balfour drew

of Great Britain's indebtedness to

Roberts, when, as traceable reports his

speech, he "praised the strategy

which defeated Gen. Cronje, saved

Kimberley and Mafeking, and pre

vented 11,000 British troops from

surrendering at Lady-smith, and the

whole of South Africa from rising in

revolt." So the whole of South Afri

ca, as well as the two struggling re

publics, isasubjugatedcountry. With

a fighting chance it was ready to re

volt. Evidently, if the Boers had

pressed their early victories vigorous

ly, instead of remaining on the defen

sive, the history of South Africa

would be a different story now.

Mayor Johnson, of Cleveland, has

won the first legal battle in his war

for equitable taxation—the exparte

injunction issued at the'instance of

the "Big Consolidated"' street ear

company (p. 213) having been dis

solved. The ease was argued before

Judge Strimple, on the 29th, upon a

demurrer interposed by the city,

which pleaded that thestreetcarcom-

pany had not alleged sufficient facts

to entitle it to an injunction. Judge

Strimple so decided. He dissolved

the injunction on the 30th, and im

mediately afterward the city board

of equalization added nearly $8,000,-

000 to the taxable valuation of the

"Big Consolidated."

In its newly formulated demand

(see News department) for the pub

lic ownership of certain property, the

reduction of labor hours, and state

insurance of workingmen, the So

cial Democratic party denies the

principle of right. Utterly ignoring

the fact that what it calls "the capi

talist- class"' earns some part of its

income, that some "capitalists" earn

a larger proportion of their incomes

than others do, and that some earn all

they get and more, these demands

propose an indiscriminate confisca

tion from that class for the benefit of

the hired man class. Such a demand

is a plain denial in principle of every

man's right to the value of his own

labor. It is an explicit political

formulation of the philosophical doc

trine that might (or, what is the same

thing, expediency as the mighty in

terpret expediency) is the only kind

of right. Labor can never win upon

that basis. New forms of tyranny

may. and they may wear labor labels;

but labor itself, that is, working in

terests as working interests, can- I

not. In dealing with the ques

tion of "capitalism," the only meth

od that can truly serve working in

terests must rest upon a righteous

distinction between earnings and

privilege. The property that a man

earns is one thing, whether he earns

is as a hired man or as an

employer. The property that con

sists merely in some form of dele

gated powers of taxation is a totally

different thing. So long as socialists

confuse these two they- make their

cause repugnant to all who believe

in the principle of human rights.

Perhaps these are not many. But

we are confident that the people of

this country, men and women of all

classes, do as a rule believe in that

principle. We think so notwith

standing the recent popular ap

proval, though by a narrow vote, of

the opposing doctrine of might, as

exemplified in imperialism.

At last the Schley-Sampson wran

gle is to be brought to the test of ju

dicial investigation. This ought to

silence the controversy. Schley hav

ing requested a searching inquiry and

the secretary of the navy having

granted the request and appointed a

naval court to give it effect, the pub

lic should quietly and patiently await

the verdict. It should also accept

this verdict as a finality, unless the

evidence produced may show it to be

manifestly unjust, or the conduct of

the court of inquiry may evidently

indicate that it is tainted.

The fact cannot wholly be ignored,

it is true, that in the inquiry Schley

is at a disadvantage. To some extent

this is disclosed by the official instruc

tions of the department to the court.

They have more the tone of vindic

tive accusations against Schley than

of an impartial outline of inquiry

drawn bv an indifferent hand. But
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the disadvantage is more serious than

the malevolent tone of the instruc

tions to the court of inquiry would

alone imply. A prejudice against

Schley prevails in the official <and

society circles of the navy which may

not improbably make a more or less

unconscious impression upon the

court.- This prejudice is very gen

erally known or suspected1, yet hardly

anyone outside of the naval world

understands it. The explanation is

nevertheless very simple. It was in

dicated by Sampson when he-objected

to the promotion of young Morgan,

.one of "the men behind the guns,"

solely because social duties of naval

officers require certain polite qualifi

cations which common seamen can

not be presumed either to possess or

to be capable of acquiring. Sampson

spoke for the aristocratic ideal. As

that ideal is dominant in the Ameri

can navy, an officer who repudiates

it cannot be expected to rank high in

popularity with his professional asso

ciates. This seems to have been

Schley's real offense. He was tacitly

condemned for it long before the

maneuvers off the coast of Cuba in

the Spanish war, culminating in the

sensational victory at Santiago, had

brought on the wrangle for honors

between him and Sampson. Com

mon seamen and petty officers who

have served under Schley testify to

his uniform democracy. While re

laxing nothing in legitimate dis

cipline, he has, nevertheless, acted to

ward the "inferior' naval caste as if

they were no less human than grad

uates from Annapolis. In that

respect he differed notably from the

great majority of officers, so seamen

who have served under him say, and

tihereby excited the prejudice and

incurred the contempt of their "su

perior" caste. It is not improbable,

although the reason assigned was

Sampson's technical acquirements,

which were alleged to be superior to

Schley's, that the real reason for ar

bitrarily raising Sampson above

Schley at the beginning of the war,

or at any rate the reason which gave

the initial impulse to it, was this ob

jection to Schley's democratic dispo

sition.

When that aristocratic prejudice

in the navy against Schley is con

sidered and the hostile tone of the

department's instructions to the

court of inquiry is taken into account,

it must be conceded that Schley en

ters upon the investigation he has so

licited under threatening disadvan

tages. Yet the questions involved

admit of no. other mode of solution

short of the dilatory verdict of his

tory. They are largely technical and

can be determined only by expert in

vestigation. Presumably the court

is impartial, notwithstanding the

prejudice that affects the naval caste

from which it is drawn and from

which alone it could be drawn. And

the instructions, hostile to Schley as

they are in tone, nevertheless do open

up to searching inquiry the whole

subject in controversy, in all' its rami

fications. To the verdict of this

court, therefore, the public must

turn, out of the necessities of the ease;

and upon it they will doubtless rely,

unless the court exhibits partisan

ship in the admission of testimony or

unmistakable bad faith in reaching

conclusions. In the absence of those

vitiating elements, the verdict not

only will be but should be conclusive,

subject only to the judgment of his

tory.

Our system of distributing public

lands, which began in profligacy and

corruption, culminates in petty in

famy. Millions upon millions of acres

have been given away to speculators,

jobbers and corporations. Even when

some attempt was made to provide

land for the landless, the crudest

methods were adopted. Later the

distribution became even more prim

itive. The lands were opened at an

advertised hour and thousands of

land-hungry bipeds rushed in pell-

mell to grab what they could. All

this would have been unworthy the

intelligence of a people still in the

lower stages of barbarism. But the

latest method of distribution, t'hat

in progress now in Oklahoma, is more

repulsive, even if no worse, than its

predecessors. It is! a union of primi

tive crudeness with a form of civil

ized vice. A lottery regulates the

rush. No one is allowed to draw in

this lottery unless he first goes to

Oklahoma and makes an entry as a

homesteader. Having done that he

may take his chance of winning a

piece of land worth from $40,000

for a quarter section down to a dol

lar or two an acre. Two of the prizes

drawn on the 29th—"capital prizes,"

these, in the lingo of lotteries—were

actually worth $40,000. Yet the

winners had only $1.25 an acre to

pay for them, the price exacted by

the government of everyone whodrew

a right to any land, however value

less. But there w*ere only 13,000

prizes—"■capital," "common" and

"consolation"—in this whole lottery

scheme, though 165,000 people had

taken chances. That was rather

worse, on the whole, than, the "lay

out" of the old. Louisiana lottery,

which the government broke up byT

excluding its correspondence from

the mails. It is a shameful thing that

the American government, should

have lured 165,000 people into this.

wretched lottery drawing. The more

especially is that so when it would

be an easy matter to distribute pub

lic lands without inviting a rush,

without resorting to a lottery, and

without exciting speculative manias.

Were the government to offer allot

ments of public land at the usual

nominal price, but upon conditions

that the appropriator, his heirs and

assigns, shall forever be liable to a

tax to be collected by the local gov

ernment, not to exceed in any one

year the unimproved rental value of

the allotment for the previous year,

the problem of distributing public

lands would be justly solved. "Upon

these conditions speculators would

not grab allotments: but land-users

would hunt them out, appropriate

and cultivate them. Perhaps this

method is too highly civilized for a

people whose national government is

still barbaric enough to set up and
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directly manage a disgraceful lottery

enterprise.

There is wholesome food for

thought in the parallel which a Chi

cago clergyman draws between prize

fighters and nations. As Sullivan

found his Oorbett, and Corbett yield

ed to Fitzsimmons, who in turn was

knocked out by Jeffries, so, says this

clergyman, "one nation holds sway

for a time, but it. soon gives way to a

more progressive people; they in turn

are overcome by still another, and

so the merry game goes on." He ac

cordingly predicts the downfall of the

United States as inevitable. In con

sidering this parallel it should never

be forgotten that prize fighters are

the very types of physical force as a

human id ear. So long as nations take

their ideals from the prize ring it

therefore follows that they will, as the

Chicago preacher says, have the ca

reers of prize fighters. But what if

they weFe to make the golden rule

their ideal?

The Dubuque Telegraph is au

thority for the statement that the

interview with ex-'Senator Charles A.

Towne, recently published broadcast,

in which he was made to tihrow over

Bryan and free silver and come out

for Hill and reaction, is a "fake," ut

terly without basis in fact. Mr.

Towne has wired Mr. Bryan, says

the Telegraph, "denouncing the in

terview as a 'fake,' and declaring that

be has not spoken to a reporter in

three months." The Telegraph's

comment upon this episode fits the

case perfectly. It says:

It is incredible that any newspaper

man conceived and wrote the imagin

ary interview merely to gratify his

taste for the sensational. The polit

ical motive behind the lie is easily

discernible. Evidently the interview-

was carefully and purposely pre

pared to discredit the democratic na

tional platform and leader and thus

promote the scheme of the eastern

"reorganizes" to regain control of

the party and convert it from an op

ponent into an instrument of privi

leged interests.

Not alone in politics is the "fine

Italian 'hand" of the trusts discerni

ble, making the press of the country

an agency for deliberately mislead

ing public opinion. .The same kind

of work, bearing similar birthmarks,

is evident in connection with the

steel strike. There is a persistent ef

fort to deceive the public into believ

ing that the strikers made the union

ization of all the mills of the trust

a sine qua non, and that they are fight

ing for that point. This is false upon

the face of the facts, rqrorted even

in the very papers that insist upon

putting that construction on the de>mands of the strikers. Henry George,

Jr., who, as a newspaper man espe

cially expert in labor controver

sies, is familiar with the whole situa

tion, makes the true issue of this

strike clear, and he is borne out by

the strike news as it has appeared

day by day during several weeks past

Mr. George ?ays that President Shaf

fer, of the strikers, has flatly denied,

over his signature, that the strikers

insisted on unionizing the nonunion

mills and specifically stated that—

all that was asked was a uniform

scale for union and nonunion mills,

so that the nonunion men should get

as good wages and other working

conditions as the union men, and

that, furthermore, all contracts pro

hibiting men from joining the union

be canceled.

Mr. George does not stop with

quoting Mr. Shaffer. He goes on

to show why this demand in behalf

of nonunionists was made by the

strikers, and why the trust organs

torture it into a demand for general

unionization. Here also Mr. George

is borne out by the current reports.

He says:

But what is the significance of the

matter anyhow? some one may ask.

The significance so far as the men

are concerned is that they have

hoped by forcing a uniform scale to

deprive the trust of the possibility

of working the low-pay against the

high-pay mills. They have also rea

soned, with plausibility, that if the

^lnion can compel the trust to pay

the nonunion men better wages than

the latter are now getting, then the

nonunion men will join the union,

thereby uniting the workingmen for

any offensive or defensive operation

against the trust. The significance

of the trust's contradictory state

ment is that the trust desires to

avoid the real issue to find in the

public mind some justification for its

engaging in a contest with its men,

seeking to effect this end not by a

positive declaration of high princi

ples and correct conduct for itself,

but rather by a negative course of

misrepresenting the men's utter

ances and motives.

Several weeks ago the supreme

court of New Jersey rendered a de

cision on street car franchises which

attracted attention because it was un

derstood to threaten vested interests

in that kind of property, but the ex

act point of the decision was not very

clearly defined in the press reports.

It now appears from the official opin

ions of the judges to have been de

cisive of the question of the right of

a city to tax street franchise values

as real estate. Substantially the

same question is involved in the ef

forts of the authorities of Cleveland

to make the market value of street

car stock the measure of taxable lia

bility. The New Jersey case arose

over an assessment by the city of New

ark of $3,100,000 on the property of

a local street car company. This as

sessment was made under the author

ity of a statute providing that all' real

estate, whether owned by individuals

or corporations, shall be tiable to tax

ation at its full value. But the state

board of taxation reduced the city as

sessment to $2,265,000, holding that

the value of the street franchise of

the company could not be taxed as

real estate, because the street car com

pany had no greater right in the

streets than the public generally. One

of the supreme court judges adopted

this preposterous contention, and

sought to relieve the street car com

pany. But the other two very crisply

rejected it. "If the right is no great

er," asked Justice Van Syckel, writ

ing the opinion of the court, "why

may not every individual exerciseand

enjoy it?" To answer that question

was to decide against the company.

But not only is the contention that
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street ear companies have no greater

legal right to the streets than the

general public, "in conflict with our

senses," urges Judge Van Syckel; it

is also "rejected- by the adjudged

cases on the subject." He then col

lates court decisions from the highest

courts of New York, Connecticut,

Rhode Island, Illinois, California,

Vermont and New Jersey itself, all

holding that franchise rights in the

streets are real estate. He concludes

that as real estate these franchises

are locally taxable. That being the

law, a very serious question arises.

Why do taxing officials, with so few

exceptions, allow these tax dodging

street car companies to keep on dodg

ing?

The sponsor fqr a new religious

movement explains that it is intended,

to promote the affirmative instead

of the negative principle of life. "I

believe," he says, "that by laying

stress on the affirmative the world

will be improved; thus, the heart lays

stress on the affirmative when it loves,

and on the negative when it hates."

That is good doctrine, surely, and

most people would assent to it. But

it is a little like saying "be good and

you won't be bad." The difficulty is

to decide which of two opposing

courses is the affirmative. Many peo

ple settle that question offhand by-

regarding as affirmative whatever

has the affirmative form. They would

almost strike "not" out of the eighth

commandment as objectionably neg

ative. Some of them do so when deal

ing for instance with the Chinese.

But form is not all. Essence, not

form, is the real thing. While we

should always prefer the affirmative,

which is life, to the negative, which is

death, we should be sure that it is not

merely affirmative forms we are sup

porting, but affirmative essence.

Sometimes the essence is affirmative

when the form is negative. Anti-

slavery, for example, is negative in

form, but it is decidedly affirmative in

essence. So with anti-imperialism.

Imperialism being evil, and therefore

essentially negative, anti-imperialism

is essentially affirmatve—it affirms

democracy. Anti-wrong is always

pro-right.

As the census bulletins begin to re

port industrial matters, they reveal

conditions that must surprise people

who imagine that everybody is get

ting rich because the financial papers

boast of American prosperity. We

commented several weeks ago (p. 148)

on one of these census bulletins—No.

63, which reported upon the coke in

dustry. There now lies before us No.

69, which reports upon manufactur

ing in Delaware. As No. 63 showed

a decline in individual wages, so does

No. 69. Following are the items, from

the latter bulletin, of wages in Dela

ware manufacturing industries for

1890 and 1900:

1890—Value of products $37,571,846

Cost of materials and miscel

laneous expenses 23,013,327

Net product $14,558,621

Net product per wage earner

(20,479 wage earners) I 711

Individual wages 421

Surplus product 290

1900—Value of products $45,387,630

Cost of materials and miscel-

. laneous expenses 28,810,951

Net product 16,576,679

Net product per wage earner

(22,203 wage earners) 747

Individual wages 417

Surplus product 330

Here we find that individual wages

have decreased from $421 in 1890 to

$417 in 1900. The coke industry also

showed a decrease in wages, though

greater—from $452 in 1889 to $416 in

1899. But whereas the coke indus

try showed an enormous increase of

profit to the establishments—$101

per hand in 1889 to $519 per hand in

1899—the manufacturing interests of

Delaware show an increase of only $40

per hand—from $290 in 1890 to $330

in 1900. This difference is doubtless

due to the fact that the manufactur

ing establishments of Delaware are

subject to greater competition than

the monopolized coke industry, and

consequently are not able to keep

much of the difference between prod

uct and wages. In fact, the net prod

uct, after deducting wages, gives them

about the same percentage on their

invested capital in 1890 as in 1900.

Thus:

1S90—Net product (shown above). ..$14,558,521

Less wages S,630,475

Profit $5.928.')«

Capital invested $33,695,400

Percentage of profit ISperct.

1909—Net product (shown above)... $16,576,679

Less wages 9.263.661

Profit $7,313,018

Capital invested $41,203,239

Percentage of profit IS per ct.

When invested capital receives no in

creased percentage of profit, when the

wage-workers get $417 instead of

$421, andr when the percentage of

their wages to net product has fallen

from 59 per cent, to 56 per cent., how

can it be said that the manufacturing

industries of Delaware were more

prosperous in 1900 than in 1890?

Chicago may boast at least one ob

servant real estate agent who is also

intelligent. His name is Wyllys W.

Baird. In a newspaper article Mr.

Baird invites Chicago real estate in

vestment on the ground that history

repeats itself, and that a repetition

of the history of Chicago really means

large profits for investors in Chicago

lots during the next ten years. Beal

estate values rose wonderfully after

the great fire, he says, culminating in

the financial crash of 1873. Then

they dropped until about 1880, when

they rose again until 1893, the crash

year of the latest depression. Re

ferring to this history, Mr. Baird ad

vises: "Substitute 1893 for 1873, and

1900 for 1880, and you have substan

tially a correct statement of the mar

ket conditions for the last eightyears;

and just as those eight years parallel

the depression beginning in 1873,

with equal certainty may we look for

coming years to reflect the activity of

1880." So far as human judgment

can be relied upon, Mr. Baird's ad

vice to buy is doubtless good.

The probabilities are that not only

Chicago lots, but land in general in

the United States, will tend upward

during the present decade, and that

the speculator who buys now and sells

before the inevitable crash, will make

money. But to others than specula
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tors, there is a suggestion of more

vital importance in this impressive

fact of the parallel periodicity of

prosperity and rising land values, of

hard times and falling land values.

So impressive is it as to suggest more

than a possibility of cause and effect.

If Mr. Baird, for instance, were to

think the matter over, he would

doubtless incline to an opinion more

far reaching than any he has ever yet

entertained. He would see that land

values rise under conditions of gen

eral prosperity because the extraor

dinary demand for land which pros

perity excites is met by a constantly

diminishing market supply, dueto in

vestments for a rise. He would also

see that the culminating crash, in

stead of being caused in somemysteri-

ous way and reducing land values, is

the necessary result of a condition in

which the demandfor land runsahead

of the market supply. There comes a

time when the prices thereby caused

are so high asto trench upon the prof

its of actual use. This causes here

and there a failure. Similar failures

multiply. After awhile comes the

crash. Then land values fall, to rise

again only after industry has read

justed itself. In a word, speculation

in land during prosperous times,

which progressively lessens the mar

ket supply and raises the market

price, is the cause ot periodical busi

ness depressions, including depres

sions in the value of land itself.

THE MISTAKE ABOUT OAESAE.

Julius Caesar furnishes an exam

ple of the truth of the saying that

the greater a man is the longer it

takes the world to understand his

worth and to do him justice. The

world has called Caesar great, but

his real greatness, in spite of the

modern eulogies of Fronde and

Mommsen, seems still too little un

derstood by many who use his name.

Believing as I do that he was, for

his time and environment, one of the

greatest and best among the leaders

of the people, I am always sorry to

see him alluded to by modern demo

crats as a type of the destroyers of

popular liberties.

The reason for the mistake in, Cae

sar's case is perhaps the same as that

in the case of other popular leaders.

The writers, the makers of literature

and recorders of history, are generally

on the side of wealth and oligarchy.

They set a tone of opinion which dies

away only after some lapse of time

has given birth to a new historical

sense which can harken back to the

real notes of the man's pttrpose and

character. It is true that the writ

ers of the Augustan age, who, like

Horace, were under court influence,

lauded Caesars memory; but there

is no trace in their writings of his

great services to the popular cause,

and in the following centuries the

tone of literature is distinctly adverse

to him.

I propose, in brief outline, in as

few words as possible, to indicate what

seems to me to have been Caesar's

policy.

I.

In the year 146 B. C. Rome sacked

Corinth and at last utterly destroyed

Carthage. ' She was the mistress of

the Mediterranean. She stood glori

fied by a long line of brilliant external

successes.

Within a few years from this date

she had to turn her thoughts from

conquest abroad to social problems

at home. The inevitable results of

long wars had come. The rich had

gotten richer, and the poor poorer.

The masses had been fighting foreign

battles, and the land and money

sharks had put in their work at-home.

Small holdings of land rapidly dis

appeared. The large estates grew.

Slave labor increased. Grazing took

the place of cultivation.

The first great leader who saw the

dangerous trend of affairs was Tiberi

us Gracchus.

His brave fight for reform in 133

marks a new note in Roman history.

He seems to have realized clearly that

the fundamental question of social

problems was the land question.

Read the brief extract of a speech

which Plutarch puts in his mouth.

Tt has the internal mark of genuine

ness. Plutarch, great as he was, could

no more have originated its thought

than Matthew could have produced

the Sermon on the Mount.

From this time we find again and

again mention of proposed "agrarian

laws," all of them urged for the pur

pose of getting the people back to

the land. I remember, as a school

boy, how we disliked to see the words

"agrarian law" in obscure paragraphs

of the school histories. Of course we

had little idea of the meaning, and

our teachers did not clear tip the

subject, being apparently as ready to

slur it as the pupils were. So the

death of Tiberius Gracchus seemed

to us merely an incident of a political

riot.

The work of Tiberius was taken up

by his brother Caius, and he too was

killed 12 years later.

It may be true that the two

Gracchi made the mistake of being

led into acts that transgressed the

letter of a constitution that was still

revered; but what at bottom they

both died for was their attempt to

undo the illegal greed of land-grab

bers.

After their death things settled

back, and the bad causes of concen

trating wealth continued. There was

more, absorption of peasant holdings

and common lands at home, more

plundering of provinces abroad.

What the efforts of the Gracchi had

instigated, soon fell into hopeless

desuetude.

Let us pass rapidly over the 50

years from 120-to 70 B. C. The war

with Jugurtha over in, Africa and

the great defensive battles against

the Cimbri and Teutones in the north

intervened to divert attention fron.

social problems. They developed

Marius and Sulla—the former a

mere soldier, not a great'leader in

politics; the latter both a soldier and

a statesman.

No man in history, so far as I

know, ever succeeded so fully as Sulla

in turning back the wheels of time.

His policy was to restore the old-

time power of the senate. He did

this; but wheu he let go there was

of course a reaction, and the wealth-

seeking middle class came back into

their share of the government. This

reaction was accomplished by the

year 70. But the masses, the plebs,

the "fillings," were growing more and

more discontented, more and more

pauperized, more and more depraved.

Xor were these the only parts of
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society that were depraved. There

was a Cato, but most of the old no

bility were bestialized by luxury, 01

hardened by class privilege. There

would naturally be "some who, hav

ing run through their property, were

reckless and ready for any sort of rev

olution. Such was Catiline, a natural

product of the times. There is no

doubt that what he fought ought to

have been fought, and so it seems like

ly that he had some support at first

from men of real ability, who could

not follow his excesses. Caesar and

other rising young politicians with

democratic proclivities were strongly

suspected of sympathizing with the

movement.

The suppression of the Catilinar-

ian conspiracy in 63 gave Cicero great

temporary supremacy. Cicero was a

thorough conservative, and h is policy,

while it may have been honest, was

commonplace, short-sighted and shal

low. His first effort was to hold the

wealthy middle class, the so-called

equestrian order, to the side of the

senate. He wanted "good govern

ment," and he believed this could be

attained only through the "better

classes." He had no belief in the

people, and what was more, he had

no conception of their welfare ex

cept as perpetual underlings and

slaves. What he failed to see was

that the time must come when the

masses could not be kept down in

"beneficent quietude."

In 62 Pompey came back from an

eastern series of campaigns, loaded

with glory and plunder. The rich

est man in Rome was Crassus.

II.

It is hardly possible to picture in

the few words of this brief paper

the social condition of Eome at this

time—a nobility given over for the

most "part to the. refinements of a

painful and wearying luxury; a mid

dle class whose leaders were pluto

crats of the worst type, men whose

first ideal was commercialism and

provincial jobbery; below these, all

the grades of discontented laborers

and loafers. In the country districts

there seems to have remained little

free labor; in the city there was an

overcrowding of men at work and

men out of work. There was no real

religious belief; there were rituals

and superstitions, and far away from

these, off in hopeless studies, far re

moved from the people and not even

caring to reach them, there were

philosophies. If ever a people were

in a bad way, from top to bottom,

surely the Romans, by the year 60

B. C, were that people.

What a problem for a statesman!

Who was there that could take it all

in? Cicero's vision was too narrow.

Himself a "new man," and flattered

by social attention, he could see no

farther than an oligarchical circle,

which he was willing to serve, and

which he succeeded in making him

self believe it was best to maintain.

Cato was so stiff he could not bend

to an idea less than a century old.

Crassus was a money-bag. Pompey

was the successful and popular sol

dier, without any real conviction on

any matter, except his own impor

tance. Who was there to seethe prob

lem and try its solution?

There was one who saw it and saw

it whole, and he wrought upon it

faithfully even till he died its mar

tyr. He was born a patrician, but

was in sympathy a populist. He was

both conservative and radical. He

was an idealist, but more a man of

action. He was severe and benevo

lent, could punish and pardon, could

be just to the letter and yet love

mercy. He could sympathize with

the millionaire as well as with the

masses. He never indulged in dema-

gogism,' and he never spoke of luxury

without contempt. He was without

doubt the most many-sided man the

world has ever seen, and yet out of

all his opposite qualities and incon

sistencies there was produced a char

acter that was preeminent in dignity,

balance and self-control. No mak

could have been better fitted for the

gigantic job that presented itself.

The great problem was, how to re

store some degree of justice and con

tentment to the masses of the people,

while at the same time committingno

real wrong to those who stood on the

other side.

Up to this time little had been

heard of him. Some perhaps remem

bered that the clear-headed Sulla had

said he would bear watching, as there

were many Mariuses in him. But he

had not yet shown his full hand. He

began his real work by the combina

tion he formed with Pompey and

Crassus in the so-called "trium

virate." Pompey furnished the glory,

Crassus the money, and Caesar the

brains. It was a political deal.

III.

From this time until his death

Caesar spent the busiest fifteen years

that have ever filled the lot of man.

In 59 he was consul. He used all

his influence to lessen the power of

the senate in legislation and to in

crease that of the popular assembly.

He also aimed to weaken the political

power of the senatorial (conservative)

party by alienating from it the solid

support of the equestrian order. Al

most his first act was to secure the

passage of an agrarian law, by which

20,000 citizens, such as had three

or more children, were supplied with

land from remains of the public do

main in Italy which had escaped the

usurpation of the great landlords

Another characteristic act was the

passage of a law aiming to protect the

provinces from being plundered by

officials and those who followed in

their train.

These acts were enough to mark

him as one to be hated by the aristo-.

erats. The masses, on the other

hand, instinctively felt that they had

at last found a leader.

From 58 to 49 Caesar was in Gaul,

but he kept in touch with Rome, and

at the end of his Gallic wars he had

at his back the prestige of a great

feat and the support of a devoted

army. Some of the best troops he

afterwards led were of the peoples he

had conquered. At the great battle

of Pharsalia, where he overwhelmed

Pompey in 48, it seems to have been

Dutchmen from the lower Rhine who

did the best work for him.

It is apart from our present argu

ment to consider Caesar's work in

Gaul. In reading his own inimitable

record of his doings I confess that

my sympathies are steadily with the

Gauls, but there is no doubt that

his policy was, with rare exceptions,

one of clemency, conciliation and

good government. In his future con

flicts he. seems to have had the sup

port of these very people amongst

whom he had waged his memorable

campaigns. In the civil war he had
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to win great battles in other prov

inces, but his opponents had no foot

ing in Gaul.

Space forbids, nor is it necessary

for our purpose, to enter into the

details of the occurrences that led to

the civil war with Pompey, nor of

the events of that war. From all

the records that we have three im

portant facts are evident:

1. Caesar did all that he could,

short of outright surrender of his

policy and power, to avoid the re

sort to arms. His opponents were

blind. The gods wished to destroy

them. Pompey, who had gradually

become more and more alienated

from Caesar, and was now their lead

er, showed utter ignorance of the

mind of the masses of the people.

The senatorial party would listen to

none of the compromises which Cae

sar offered.

2. The masses of the people were

almost solidly for Caesar, and he

was master of Italy, without a strug

gle, within a few months of the day

he crossed the Rubicon. The rank

and file were far more unanimously

on his side than they had been in the

time of his consulship, for during

these ten years matters in Rome had

been steadily going from bad to

•worse. An increasing idle population

were being fed at public expense and

amused with brutal shows. Disorder

in the streets was frequent. Bribery

and plunder were the life of polities.

Mean time the rich gave elegant din

ners and circulated between spacious

villas and sumptuous city mansions,

with visits in season to fashionable

Baiae. What wonder that people

who cared aught for public welfare

were ready to welcome the one man

whom they felt to be capable of lead

ing them to order, reconciliation,

peace and some degree of justice.

3. The third fact that stands out

is that Caesar, during the civil war

and after, displayed the utmost clem

ency towards his opponents. "Let u*

endeavor," thus he wrote in golden

words, "let us endeavor in this man

ner to win the affections of all^it

would be a novel plan of conquest to

secure ourselves by mercy and lib

erality." He knew that Rome had

been for several generations a house

badly divided against itself. He

knew that the classes of privilege were

arrayed unsympathetically against

the masses, and he knew that the

house so divided ought in some way

to find self-reconcilement. His whole

policy now lay in this direction. He

was always ready to advance more

than half-way in willingness to par

don and conciliate; his personal kind

ness had extended even to the hands

that afterwards stabbed him. In his

economic reforms, on which he set

to work whenever peace permitted, he

showed, along with essential radical

ism, a sensible conservatism that

alienated many radicals of his own

party.

IV.

The sane and practical character

of his policy, as well as his wonder

ful insight into Rome's social ills,

can be seen by a mere enumeration

of some of the reforms he was able

to carry through in the brief spaces

between his fighting and his death:

1. He reduced by half the number

of those receiving free corn from the

state.

2. He provided temporary work

for the idle by beginning extensive

public improvements, such, however,

as would benefit the public, and not

needless objects of extravagance just

to "give work."

3. He had a law passed that not

more than two-thirds of the laborers

on the great stock farms should, be

slaves.

4. He instituted a strict inquiry

into land titles, and thus brought

about a farther distribution of do

main that was found to be public, at

the same time providing that it

should not be alienated in 20 years.

5. He sent out 80,000 colonists to

places outside of Italy.

6. He opposed a complete repudia

tion of debts as urged by extremists,

but for the relief of debtors made'

certain remissions as to interest. He

was the first to establish a sort of

bankruptcy law by which the debtor

could make surrender and start

afresh.

7. He abolished the iniquitous

practice of farming out to speculators

the direct taxes levied on the prov

inces, and intrusted the collection,

whether in produce or money, to the

proper officers of the district.

The trend of these measures is

evident and1 shows, as Mommsen and

Froude have eloquently maintained,

that Caesar was the genuine support

er of the interests of the people.

Moreover, so far as it could ex

press itself, he was backed by the

popular will. That this will went

on to welcome him as virtual mon

arch, monarch in fact if not in name,

was the inevitable result of a long

rule of tyrannical oligarchs, who,

by sharpness and fraud under pre

tense of law, had robbed and degrad

ed, then bribed and debauched, the

masses of the people. What manli

ness, what power of self-expression,

what expectation of justice was left,

naturally sided with the one man

who as leader had shown himself to

be a democrat. Thus it was that the

"empire" came, not from the side of

the oligarchy, not from the conserv

ative party that upheld.privilege, but

from the side of the democrats and

populists. The men who had held

the power and the wealth and the

privileges were quite content with

the old regime. They took the cue

of talking grandly and solemnly

about the preservation of the "repub

lic," and, like Brutus, posed as patri

ots.

We do not know what political and

constitutional reforms Caesar might

have effected had he not been cut

down in the midst of his work. Cer

tainly he saw through the sham of

the senatorial empire that called

itself republic; but we must believe

that he would have opposed any set

tlement that would have been per

manently undemocratic. Through

out his whole career he had been true

to his democratic principles, as

Mommsen has finely summarized in

the following passage:

Caesar, from the outset and as it

tvere by hereditary right the head of

the popular party, .had for 30 years

borne aloft its banner without ever

changing or even so much as conceal

ing his colors; he remained democrat

even when monarch. ... As he re

tained unchanged the essential ideas

of Homan democracy, viz., alleviation

of the burden of debtors, transmarine

colonization, gradual equalization of

the differences of rights among the
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cipation of the executive power from

the senate, his monarchy was so little

at variance with democracy, that

democracy on the contrary only at

tained its completion and fulfillment

by means of that monarch}'.

Whenever, therefore, "Caesarism"

be spoken, as reproach, let not the

reproach rest upon the great name

which fate and future events caused

to be taken in vain.

JAMES H. DILLARD.

NEWS

The steel strike is not yet settled.

Neither is it more aggressive. Judged

from the press reports, it hovers over

the commercial world like a cloud,

which may dissipate without commo

tion or may burst into a terrific storm.

At our last report (p. 249) J. Pier-

pom Morgan, the head center of the

trust, had given out a. newspaper in

terview declaring that he would make

no compromise; and Mr. Shaffer, the

strike leader (p. 245), had threatened

to hold the republican party respon

sible to the labor vote of the country

for the consequences of the conflict.

After that, Mr. Joseph Bishop, secre

tary of the Ohio hoard of arbitration,

was authorized by the strikers to re

quest Senator Hanna to present their

case to Mr. Morgan. This was not

done, however, until M. M. Garland,

a former president of the Amalga

mated association, who now holds a

federal office at Pittsburgh, had tried

to effect a settlement and failed.

Whether in consequence of the appeal

to Mr. Hanna or not. hut certainly

upon overture? from Mr. Morgan,

through Col. ITarvey. Morgan's man

ager of the ITarper publications-, a se

cret meeting took place in New York

on the 27th between President Shaf

fer and Secretary Williams, of the

strikers, and hied, officials of the steel

trust, supposed to include Morgan.

Schwab and Garv. The press there

upon reported circumstantial rumors

of a settlement. One paper specified,

the terms, with probable accuracy, as

follows:

(1) Mills that were nonunion on

July 1 to continue so; (2) the trust

not to sign the union scale for non

union mills: (3) the trust, however,

to pay the union scale in nonunion

mills; (4) all mills to be open to

union and nonunion men alike; (5)

the trust not to interfere with indi

viduals wishing to join the union.

Two days after the conference a tele

graphic notice summcrtmig the na

tional committee to meet at Pitts

burgh on the 30tih was sent out from

headquarters. The object of this

meeting was to determine whether the

terms outlined at the New York con

ference should be accepted or the

strike be continued. When the com

mittee assembled on the 30th strong

opposition to the terms formulated

at New York developed. By way of

compromise it was agreed to propose

the elimination of five plants, which

were nonunion on July 1 but have

since been organized, from, the non

union category. Morgan replied on

the 31st rejecting this proposal.

For the purpose of meeting the

strike, steps have been taken by the

steel trust to import southern negroes

to take the strikers' places, and 300

were brought to a Chicago suburb on

the 25th under employment by the

Latrobe Steel and Coupler works.

Residents of the suburb made ve

hement protests against this move,

and the negroes were returned. They

themselves participated by repre

sentatives in the local indignation

meeting. One- of the representatives,

Henry Taylor, made the following

statement to the meeting:

There is not a man in our party

who will work at Melrose Park under

a gun or in another man's place. We

don't want to fill strikers' places and

we won't work under guard. We were

hired at Birmingham by a colored

man named H. E. Bell, from Melrose

Park. He told us there was no trou

ble at the works and no strike

threatened, but that there was a

scarcity of workmen. We were get

ting from $1.25 to $1.50 a day there,

and he told us the least paid labor

ers here was two dollars a day. We

were all to get that.

The objections to the importation of

these negroes appears to have been

wholly industrial, 'and not racial.

At one time the' garment makers'

strike in New Y'ork, mentioned last

week (p. 219), was reported as settled.

It had been, so far as two of the parties

to the conflict were concerned. The

manufacturers had agreed with the

striker? upon their demand for union

condition? and higher wages, hut the

contractors, or '"sweaters," refused to

unite in the agreement unless the

manufacturers would bearthehurden

of the higher wages, and this the

manufacturers refused to do. The

strike is consequently still unsettled.

Labor difficulties are reflected in

party politics through the meeting at

Indianapolis, on the 29th, of the two

factions of the Social Democratic

party. This convention w'as called ■

(vol. iii., p. 665) for the purpose of

harmonizing all branches of socialism

in American politics. There are

tihree: the Socialist Labor party,

which is the original political organi

zation: the Springfield branch of the

social democracy, so called because its

headquartersare at Springfield, Mass.,

and the Chicago branch of the social

democracy, so called because itshead-quarters are at Chicago. The first

branch refuses to harmonize, and is

not represented at the Indianapolis

convention. The third, under the

leadership of Mr. Deibs, clings to the

primary object in forming the social

democracy, namely, the principle of

opportunism or of taking advantage

of opportunities as they arise to give

socialism a foothold in legislation.

The Springfield branch is not oppor

tunist. It tends toward the policy of

eliminating from the party demands

all half-way measures and concentrat

ing its energies upon the complete

revolutionary programme of social

ism. Upon theassemiblingof thecon-

vention George D. Herron was chair

man of the day on the 29th, and J. F.

Carey, of Massachusetts, on the 30th.

Owing to press statements that Fit-gene V. Debs had been "turned down"

by the convention in its vote on a

question of order on the 29th, a vote

of confidence in. him was adopted on

the 30th. Max Hayes, of Cleveland,

was chairman of the day on the 31st.

when the really vital question of the

conference came up for decision—

the question eliminating from the.

platform of last year its opportunist

demands. The convention decided

asrainst doing so. It also added to

the platform a series of demands pro

posed by Or. Herron. the principal

clauses of which as reported by the

press areas follows:

(1) The public ownership of all

means of transportation and com

munication and all other public util

ities, as well as of all industries con

trolled by monopolies. trusts and

combines. Xo part of the revenue of

such industries to b.e applied to the

reduction of taxes on property of the

capitalist class, but to be applied

wholly to the increase of wages and

shortening of the hours of labor of

the employes, to the improvement of
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the service and diminishing the rates

to the consumers. (2) The progres

sive reduction of the hours of labor,

the increase of wages in order to de

crease the share of the capitalist and

increase the share of the working-

jnan in the product of labor. (3)

State or national insurance of work

ing people in case of accidents, lack

of employment, sickness and want in

old age; the funds to be collected

from the revenue of the capitalist

class.

On the same day it was decided that

in every state and territory in which

there is one central organization of

the party this organization, and not

tihe national, shall govern in local af

fairs.

The only other item of American

political news relates to the. bolting

democratic convention of Ohio, called

(p. 236) to meet on the 31st. Its fail

ure was assured almost from the

start. Not only did Mr. Bryan advise

against it, but Gen. Isaac R. Sher

wood, of Toledo, one of .the most

prominent admirers of Bryan, and

champions of free silver in the state,

who 'had been depended upon to be

the bolting candidate for governor,

formally announced on the 27th that

he was not in sympathy with the

movement. The convention met at

Columbus, pursuant to tihe call. It

was so sparsely attended that it met

in a hotel bedroom. When ii adopted

the name of "Progressive Democratic

party," one delegate bolted. A full

srate ticket was nominated, with Dr.

Rudolp'h Reemelin, of Cincinnati, as

candidate for governor: but Dr.

Reemelin is reported as having de

clined. The leading spirit of the

convention was G. A. Groot, a Cleve

land lawyer.

In the field of national as distin

guished! from party polities, we are

able to record the establishment of

free .trade between the American

crown colony of Puerto Rico and the

American states. Pursuant to tihe act

of congress (Foraker act) of April 12.

1900 (Xo. 105 of The Public, p. 5),

and the petition of the colonial gov

ernment of Puerto Rico (p. 217).

President MeKinley issued his proc

lamation on the 25th. the anniversaiT

of the American occupation of t'he

island, setting forth the facts whrch,

under the Foraker-act. put an end to

the tariff. He declares:

that a civil government for Puerto

Rico has been organized in accord

ance with the provisions of the said

act of congress; and . . . that the

legislative assembly of Puerto Rico

has enacted and put into operation a

system of local taxation to meet the

necessities of the government of

Puerto Rico.

As the Foraker act provides that

when a system of local taxation to

meet t'he necessities of the colonial

government shall have been put into

operation, in Puerto Rico, tariff du

ties shall, no longer be imposed, this

proclamation formally makes known

the establishment of free trade be

tween the states and the colony. The

immediate result was a great ship

ment of goods to Puerto Rico, so large

as to crowd the capacity of the carry-'ing companies.

Another matter of nationalpoliti.es

not partisan but one of a much less

satisfactory character, is the distribu

tion of public lands in Oklahoma to

private parties by a lottery. On tihe

7th President MeKinley proclaimed

the Gth of August as the date for

opening these lands to settlement.

His proclamation further declared

that between July 10 and 26 persons

wishing to acquire holdings must reg

ister their qualifications to make

homestead entries, and that the or

der of entry should be determined by-

lot, at public drawing, to begin at El

Reno July 29. The rush for registra

tion, was great from the first registra

tion day. At tihe end of the second

day 15,000 had registered, and on the

last day of registration the total num

ber ran up to«l 65,865. Yet there

were only l.T.000 homesteads to be as

signed. On the 29t'h the drawing be

gan. The choicest claims, to the num

ber of 1,000, were then awarded by

the verdict of thelottery wheel. They

ranged in value from $40,000 clown

to $2,000. On the second day. tihe

,30th. a larger number of prizes was

drawn—3.500. Though not so valu

able they were worth far more than

the $1.25 an acre, which these land

prize winners must uniformly pay.

The drought, of which we wrote

briefly last week (p. 249), was broken

on the 28th, wihen heavy rains wa

tered the western corn belt. The

weekly crop bulletin of 'the agricul

tural department at Washington, is

sued on the 30th. published this ac

count of the extraordinary heat and

its termination:

Intense heat prevailed during the

greater part of the week throughout

the central valleys, but the tempera

tures during the last three days were

more moderate. Good rainsihave fall

en, over' a large part of the drought

area in the Mississippi and upper Mis

souri valleys, but drought conditions

have become more serious in the Ohio

valley and Tennessee, where the week

has been rainless, except in a few lo

calities. In the Atlantic coast districts

the weather conditions have been gen

erally favorable, except over portions

of the Carolinas and Virginia, where

rain is now needed. The conditions

were also favorable on the Pacific

coast. Recent rains have improved

late corn in portions of Nebraska, Kan

sas, Oklahoma and Missouri, but the

early crop was practically ruined be

fore the rains came. In Iowa "the crop

has sustained less injury than in the

before mentioned states, and the rain

fall has been copious and well distrib

uted. 1 ii. the great corn states east of

the Mississippi river, except over

northern Illinois, drought and exces

sive heat have continued with disas

trous effects upon corn, which is now

in a critical- condition. In Michigan

and generally, throughout the middle

Atlantic states and New England the

corn crop is in fine condition.

Besides the above mentioned mat

ters there is no definite news of the

week, of historical value, except the

appointment, at the request of Rear

Admiral Schley (p. 250), of a court

of inquiry to investigate his conduct

in the Spanish war. The court as at

first announced consisted of Admiral

George Dewey, president; Rear Ad

miral Lewis A. Kimberly and Rear

Admiral Andrew E. K. Benhain. Ad

miral Kimberly has asked to be ex

cused, and another officer will be ap

pointed in his place. None, however,

has yet been named. Capt. S. C. I.tnt-

ly, the law officer of the navy depart

ment, is appointed judge advocate.

In appointing the court, the depart

ment directed it to "inquire thor

oughly into all the circumstances,"

but specifically to report its conclu

sions upon the following- points:

1. Admiral Schley's conduct in the

Santiago campaign; (2) his* movements

off Cienfuegos; (3) the reasons for his

going from there to Santiago; (4) the

movements of the "flying squadron" off

Sum iago; (."))Sc!iley's"disobedience"of

department orders; (6) the question of

coaling the "flying squadron; "' (7) the

question of destroying the Spanish

cruiser Colon at the entrance to San

tiago harbor in May. 1S98; (8) the

question of withdrawing the "flying

sqxtadron'' from Santiago harbor to a

distance at sea at night; (9) Schley's

turning movement during the naval

battle of July 3, 1S88; and (10) the pro

priety of Schley's conduct in connec
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tion with a controversy with Lieut.

Hodgson, navigator of the Brooklyn.

Supplementary to these specific in

structions, th« court is advised that

they are not intended to limit the

scope of its inquiry.

NEWS NOTES.

—Rubber shoes for horses are com

ing into general use.

—The Peruvian congress was

opened ceremoniously on the 2Sth by-

President Roma.

—The convention of the Baptist

Young People's union, attended by

10,000, closed its session at Chicago

on the 28th.

—The Brooklyn bridge, from which

the car service was withdrawn last

week for safety (p. 250), has been re

opened to general use.

—Evelyn B. Baldwin sailed from

Tromsoe, Norway, on the 16th, at the

head of a well-equipped American ex

pedition to the north pole.

—George Kennan, the American

author and lecturer, whose exposures

of the Siberian convict system some

years ago made him famous, has been

expelled from Russia, which he was

revisiting upon an American pass

port. No reason for the expulsion

is given.

—At Columbia, on the 25th, resolu

tions were adopted by the democratic

state executive committee, the vote

being 25 to 5, which request Senator

Mciiaurin to resign on the ground

that he has ceased to be a democrat.

Senator Tillman led this successful

attack upon McLaurin.

—The Urban District Councils as

sociation, of Great Britain, repre

senting over 400 towns, has just de

cided to petition parliament for local

land value taxation along the line of

Judge O'Connor's minority report, as

a member of the royal tax commis

sion, from which we quoted last week

at page 247.

MISCELLANY

THE RIVER "SOLEDAD" (SOLI

TUDE).

For The Public.

Down upon the Soledad in the twilight

gray,

Gleams a lonely campflre light, league on

league away;

League on league of gravel beach, boulder-

strewn and strange.

Where the sunken Soledad cleaves the

mountain range.

All around the mountains bleak bar the

pathway free-

Yet the winding Soledad finds the western

sea.

There the setting sun Is red;

There the silvery sails are sped;

And the broad Pacific's bed

Lulls the mountain stream.

Night by night the campflre light tells a

tale to me

Of the lonely Soledad and the Sunset sea.

League on league between them lies, league

on league unknown.

Yet the baby Soledad seeks and finds Its

own.

So the children of the Truth seek the

Mother-breast,

And, whatever lies between, yet shall find

its rest.

Bar the way what mountains may, deso

late, unknown,

Through the Wilderness of Wrong journeys

each alone,

'Till at last the sunset glow

Lights the Mother-ocean's flow,

And the meeting waters know

'Twas a living dream!

VIRGINIA M. Bl'TTERFIELD.

Culiacan, Sinaloa, Mexico.

TAXING SITE VALUES IX GREAT

BRITAIN.

There has beeu considerable agita

tion in London and certain other Brit

ish cities during the last decade in

favor of a direct tax upon site values,

both as a means of raising more local

revenue and also as a measure of tax

reform. The London county council

and one or two other public bodies

have taken steps toward securing par

liamentary authority for levying such

a tax, and the royal commission on

local taxation, which was appointed in

1896, considers the subject in its final

report, just published. The majority

report holds .that it would not be

"equitable to select land as a particu

lar class of property" for special taxa

tion, and that no such tax is "required

to meet any special expenditure in

curred by local authorities" for the

special benefit of land. In a minority

report, however, signed by -five of the

15 commissioners, containing a much

fuller discussion of the subject, the

separate taxation of sites for local

purposes is pronounced reasonable,

practicable and desirable. An increase

of taxation upon sites as against im

provements is also regarded as likely

to have the desirable effect of promot

ing the supply of houses and to prove

a step in the direction of "a more

equitable and thus sounder basis" of

urban finance. The policy of transfer

ring all taxation for local purposes to

land has for several years been on trial

in New Zealand under a local option

law, and there has recently been con

siderable agitation in New York city

for a law which would allow somewhat

similar action by different communi

ties in the Empire state. In Great

Britain the project for the change in

dicated has arisen out of the practical

exigencies of local administration

rather than from doctrinaire discus

sion; and, although such a change

must take place slowly in any place,

the movement there for taxing site

values appears to have a good deal of

momentum. — Editorial in Chicago

Tribune of July 7.

THE SINS OF THE FATHERS.Midas lived in a palace, but his

daughter caught a disease that grew

up in oue of the slums, out of which

Midas "got his living."

The doctor said that it was scarlet

fever, and when it looked like measles

he said "measles had intervened."

So he gave her medicines till the di

gestion got hopelessly out of order;

then he told the nurse to rouse the

patient three times a night to give her

sleeping draughts. He was a very wise

doctor and knew that he must do some

thing for his patient—and for his fee.Later he "found" that Midas' daugh

ter had developed pneumonia; and

Midas believed it all, s-o the doctor ad

ministered stimulants and called an

other doctor in consultation, who said

that he had done exactly right. Then

they injected morphine into her arm,

to quiet Midas and the patient; and

they said that her death was due to

heart failure. So it was.

The board, of health disinfected

Midas' house—the slums took care of

themselves.

The clergyman said that the girl

had "faded like a leaf" and that "it

was the will of God."

So it was; for "Whatsoever a man

soweth, that shall he also reap."—Bol

ton Hall, in Life.

MAYOR JOHNSON'S WAY.

Mayor Johnson made a further an

nouncement yesterday in connection

with the political assessment, which

Director Salen attempted to make at

the city hall. He said that not only

would an assessment not be allowed,

but no city employe would be per

mitted to collect any "voluntary con

tributions" from his fellow employes.

* « *

"The reason I have forbidden any

city employee to pass the hat to col

lect 'voluntary contributions,' as well

as assessments, is that the two

things are the same in principle,"

said the mayor. "No city employe

shall collect anyr money from any

other city employe, though I have no

objection to any man contributing

to the committee if he likes. There

are a number of republican employes

and it would be nothing less than

coercion to ask these men to contrib

ute to the expenses of a democratic

committee. They can do so if they



The Public 267

like. They can contribute to the ex

penses of the republican committee

if they wish to without placing their

jobs in jeopardy to the slightest de

gree."—Cleveland Plaindealer of July

27.

The searchlight of investigation

turned on city hall affairs when Tom

L. Johnson became mayor has re

vealed many interesting facts. Yes

terday Director of Accounts Madigan

tied up a bundle of vouchers showing

supplies purchased of one ' man for

a year and a half. Expert Russell

will examine them.

The supplies were mainly in the

way of office furniture. A short time

ago this merchant was told to de

liver a few dozen 50-cent chairs to

the tax department. He sent chairs

for which he asked 75 cents, saying

he had no 50-cent chairs in stock.

Then a few dozen chairs of the same

quality and style were purchased of

another dealer. His price was 50

cents each. Dealer No. 1 had pre

viously been asked to deliver half a

dozen $1.25 tables. His bill called for

■$2.50 per table when it was sent in.

Payment was refused on both his

bills, and they haven't been paid yet.

These two items gave rise to the sus

picion that he had been charging ex

orbitant prices for all the goods he

had supplied for a year and a half.

A cursory examination of the old

vouchers yesterday showed this sup

position: to be more than mildly cor

rect.

An order was issued that in the fu

ture no person in the city hall should

buy a penny's worth of goods from

this dealer. The investigation which

is now on may end in the dealer be

ing given the choice of refunding a

certain portion of money or standing

for a prosecution. — Plaindealer of

July 25.

ROOF-GARDEN PLAYGROUNDS.

The most luxurious roof playground

in New York is the one on the Educa

tional Alliance building in EastBroad-

way. This institution is supported by

wealthy and liberal-minded Hebrews,

and is largely used for the benefit of

the Jews in the lower East side. So

high up in the air that no noise from

the streets ever disturbs its peace, this

great roof playground has been a

means of grace to the quarter for

four summers. There is free ice-

water in large tanks, a sterilized-milk

station, a hand-ball court, tables for

chess, checkers, and other games, and

in one corner a "Coney Island" for

the babies. This is a fenced-in space

filled with clean sand, and provided

with pails and shovels. The roof is

open to the neighborhood from the

first warm days of spring until the

latest autumn. So large is the attend

ance that it is necessar3r to divide the

day into three sessions, and except

under certain conditions no person is

allowed to have more than one ses

sion a day. On all of the roof play

grounds regularly appointed play su

pervisors are in constant attendance.

The children are not left alone for a

moment, and all games are played un

der direction of the supervisor. The

wisdom of this rule has been dem

onstrated beyond a doubt.

Nearly all roof playgrounds now

have gardens planted and cultivated"

by_ these children or their neighbors.

St. Bartholomew's parish-house began

it. Several Easters ago the head kin-

dergartner asked herchildren to bring,

each one, an egg-shell full of earth—

not such an easy task for a tenement-

house child. She had provided five

large boxes, 25 feet long, and the chil

dren were taught to prepare soil to

fill them. For the first time they saw

seeds planted and little green shoots

appear. Vegetables and flowers were

cultivated in those boxes, the children

doing all the gardening. As the rad

ishes, lettuce, peas and beans ripened,

the small agriculturists were permit

ted to take their vegetables home to

be cooked. In the fall, they gathered

the seeds which were allowed to ripen.

Up to that time they had not the

least idea of the relationbetween flow

er, fruit and seed. The civilizing in

fluence of such practical nature-study

can hardly be overestimated. The city,

child, unless he is very well brought

up, lacks knowledge of fundamentals.

He is more provincial than the coun

try-bred boy, although he seems to

have more polish. In reality his hori

zon is much narrower. He needs con

tact with nature, and the establish

ment of the school-garden is the first

step in that direction.—Rheta C. Dorr,

in the July Woman'sHomeCompanion,

Springfield, O. Condensed for Public

Opinion.

THE PLAIN PEOPLE PAY A LAST

TRIBUTE.On July 5 the remains' of Hazen S. Pin-

g-ree lay In state In the city hall at Detroit.

Following: is a portion of the leading: edi

torial of the Detroit Tribune of July 6.

The battered hat, the weather-worn

coat, the hard, strong hand misshaped

by rough usage made up the setting

for thousands of faces which looked

sadly toward the entrance of the city

hall. The people waited patiently for

the solid jam to umfold itself into a

procession, and then they passed

silently through the corridor and

looked sadly upon the face of their

dead leader.

It was that following that made Mr.

Pingree a terror to his opponents. It

was such a following, under the direc

tion of able leaders, that has ac

complished eveey great victory in the

field of battle. It wassuch a following

that carried ever3' great revolution to

success. The field at Runnymede was

dotted with the faces of the "plain

people." They wrung the Magna

Charta from King John, for they were

the power behind a handful of leaders.

It was just such followers whoniade

the fame of Charles XII.. Gustavus

Adolphus, Frederick the Great and Na

poleon. Plain English yeomen armed

with long bows faced the armies of

France on many a field, baring their

breasts to the danger, and when their

unerring marksmanship had demoral

ized the enemy, a few knights in gilded

armor galloped over the field and got

all the glory. Even that injustice could

not endure, for the sturdy yeomanry,

always ready to follow an houorable

leader, has steadily won its way to

power, and it is now the ruling class

in England.

It was the hungry, toiling masses in

France which destroyed a kingdom and

drowned their oppressors in blood. It

was those same people who erected

a mighty empire out of the ruins of

a rotten and corrupt state. It was

such a mass of people who bore the

brunt of our own revolution and gave

us independence; it was their descend

ants who saved the union and gave

every man his freedom.

The masses followed the Pingree

banner, not because their leader was

a great statesman, but because he

was brave enough to imperil his pri

vate interests, by opposing the ene

mies of the people who sought to ab

sorb their wealth and usurp their gov

ernment. Any man who is honest,

brave and untiring can have Mr. Pin-

gree's following, but he must be genu

ine. The plain people may be deceived

for a little, but they will utterly de

stroy those who betraj- them. There

was never a time when men of the Pin

gree stamp were more in demand than

to-day. There are giant combinations

to be battled with and the average man

is too easily awed by millions or too

easily corrupted by them, to be trust

ed. If Mr. Pingree had been a little

more diplomatic, no doubt his follow

ers would have liked him better, but

he had the sterling qualities which

they demand of a leader, and they gave
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him the victory in spite of all odds that

were- brought against him.

It is better to have the love and re

spect of the masses than to endow

many universities or to pile up innu

merable millions, by preying upon so

ciety. Hazeu S. Pingree takes with

him that which all the millions of Jay

Gould, Rockefeller and Carnegie com

bined cannot buy. •

THE RIOT DRILL. sEditorial In Dubuque Daily Telegraph of

July 25.

It appears that when a riot drill

by the troops' of the Iowa national

guard, now encamped in Dubuque,

was proposed to Mayor Berg he ob

jected on the ground that injury

might be done to person and prop

erty, but that on receiving assurance

that special care would be taken to

avoid infliction of injury he with

drew his objection and gave permis

sion, with the result that the drill

exhibition will be given some even

ing when the weather is cool.

Though nobody shall be shot nor

property damaged, the drill is objec

tionable. It is so because of its sin

ister significance. Most riots, espe

cially in the north, have their origin

in labor troubles, and the riot drill

is an intimation to wage earners of

what they may expect if for any rea

son their differences with employers

develop into disorder. The drill,

which consists of the passage of sol

diers through the streets firing at

porches and windows, involves an

ugly threat to those who must sell

their labor for bread. It is an in

timation to them of what they may

expect if they should permit their

detestation of oppression and injus

tice to assume the form either of

violence or threatened violence.

Moreover, it is an obnoxious implica

tion that ultimately it is brute power

that is supreme, and it is very offen

sive to those who cherish the theory,

a theory formulated, affirmed and in

culcated by the founders of the re

public, that right and not might

should rule.

An exhibition of how in a certain

unfortunate emergency Americans

recruited from the ranks of the peo

ple may be relied upon to shoot

down other Americans is very re

pugnant. It is worthier of barbar

ism than civilization, of a despotic

than a free government. Better

than such a drill would be an effort

to devise and apply methods for pre

venting riots by preventing their

causes. Riots are but symptoms of

social disease, and to shoot down

rioters is to deal with effects instead

of causes. The citizen who can find

pleasure even in the imitation of such

a spectacle has yet to catch the spir

it of the sermon on the mount and

the inspiration which dictated the

declaration of independence. What

is needed, instead of riot drills, are

laws which will compel corporations,

which are the creations and creatures

of law, to submit to arbitration, and

which will repeal privileges and thus,

by insuring a more equitable distrib

ution of wealth, reward labor with a

larger share of what it produces and

incidentally remove the causes of 'in

dustrial discontent, strikes and vio

lence. The legislation which should

do this would abolish the need for

troops for the maintenance of do

mestic order, and at the same time

diminish the military spirit, which is

and ever has been a dangerous men

ace to free institutions.

Dubuque is a civilized and orderly

city, and the riot drill, which suggests

so much that is deplorable and ab

horrent, will give it pain instead of

pleasure.

A COURT PROCEEDING NOT OF

RECORD.

I was present at a recent session of

the supreme court of the United

States, when the decision in the in

sular cases were announced. My in

terest was strongly excited by the

scene. The grave aspect of the

judges, the patient attention of the

large assembly, the realized impor

tance of the results combined to

form a tableau. which will stand out

in history.

Glancing about the room, my eyes

became fixed upon a member of the

audience whom no one else seemed

to observe. He was a man of ponder

ous frame, in a costume I have never

seen worn before. His hair, inclined

to gray, was gathered into a sort of

cue; ruffles surrounded his neck; his

coat of military cut was adorned by

a brilliant star, and crossed by a red

silken sash, and his nether extremi

ties were clothed in velvet short

breeches with silk stockings and

buckled shoes.

The countenance of this elderly

gentleman was no less striking than

his dress. His head was huge and

the projecting eyebrows seemed to

hang like crags over large eyes, the

oblique cast of which gave them a

stern expression, while lines of mirth-

fulness and good comradeship and a

double chin showed the jovial lover

of good cheer. There was something

about this man who looked around

with the air of quiet self-possession

which comes of a placid disposition

combined with complete knowledge of

important affairs, that riveted my at

tention more than the reading of the

opinions, until the conviction dawned

that he was a being from another

world seen now by me alone, but

'about-to reveal himself to others.

My presentiment was soon realized,

for as the closing sentence of the last

opinion was uttered, the portly gen

tleman arose, and while all eyes rest

ed upon him, introduced himself as

Lord North.

The court and audience involun

tarily rose to their feet, and his lord

ship without further ceremony ad

dressed the judges:

"I congratulate the supreme court

of the United States that it has at

last fully affirmed the doctrines for

which I contended during the unfor

tunate revolution which separated the

American colonies from the British

empire. My contention then was

that parliament had full power to

govern the colonies. You have now

affirmed the existence in congress of

the same unlimited power over your

dependencies.

"I contended that, though not rep

resented in parliament, the colonies

might be taxed and duties imposed

upon their commerce. In a former

decision (see Loughborough vs. Blake

5. Wheaton 317) you have held that

the Distict of Columbia and the ter

ritories may be taxed though unrep

resented. In the present case you

hold that the people of Puerto Rico

may be compelled to pay such import

and export duties as congress sees

fit. This was my view in 1764 when

the question of taxing the colonies

was discussed, and I adhered to it

firmly."

His lordship paused a moment,

then continued: "In 1776 there was

published an injurious and calumni

ous instrument prepared by a poli

tician named Jefferson, and styled by

him and others a 'Declaration of In

dependence.' In it were contained

many reflections on my royal master

King George x'hird, that were all con

sidered as specially aimed at me, his

prime minister. Some of them were

untrue, others so plausible as to pass

for true even now. I desire to refer

to this instrument to-day, because it

contains, as by a prophetic intuition,

a description of the policy of the

president of the United States toward

the Filipinos." 'He has cut off their trade with
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all parts of the world. He has im

posed taxes on them without their

consent. He has deprived them in

many cases of trial by jury. He has

transported them beyond the seas (to

Guam) to be punished for pretended

offenses. He has suspended their

legislature and declared himself in

vested with power to legislate for

them In all cases whatsoever.

" 'He has plundered their seas, rav

aged their coasts, burnt their towns

and destroyed the lives of their peo

ple.

" 'He is at this time transporting

large armies of mercenaries to com

plete the works of death, desolation

and tyranny already begun with cir

cumstances of cruelty and perfidy

scarcely paralleled in the most bar

barous ages and totally unworthy the

head of a civilized nation.

" 'He has excited domestic feuds

among them, and brought upon those

opposing his attacks, the merciless

(Macabebe) savages whose known

rule of warfare is an undistinguished

destruction of all ages, sexes and con

ditions.

" 'A prince whose character is thus

marked by every act which may de

fine a tyrant is unfit to be a ruler of

a free people.'

"It seems, your honors, that the

curses of Jefferson have come home

to roost. I have nothing further to

say about the Declaration of Inde

pendence.

"I will add one word of advice. The

principles of imperial government

should be cautiously introduced and

applied. While the empire is inevita

ble, a too sudden and ostentatious

proclamation of its maxims and the

ories may occasion violent reaction,

and much turmoil and bloodshed. You

and your president should be guided

by the example of the great Augus

tus, who, while making his authority

absolute, vied with others in profes

sions of patriotism and republican

simplicity. To lay your dying repub

lic to rest without distressing con

vulsions will require political abilities

as consummate as those of Augus

tus himself."

Here Lord North concluded. The

judges g-azed helplessly at each other;

the bar and audience at the judges.

Then all eyes turned toward Lord

North. He had vanished and court

adjourned. Not one of the states

men and jurists present will admit

that this reappearance of the great

prime minister of more than a cen

tury ago was an actual occurrence.

Many thing's do occur, however, which

statesmen and jurists fail to see, or

seeing deny.

Yet an honorable senator from Il

linois who belongs to neither class,

and ought occasionally to tell the

truth, has admitted that when the

readings of the opinions of the court

concluded, he felt as though some

thing had happened, he didn't know

what.—Geo. W. Shaw, of Geneseo, 111.,

in Duluth Evening Herald of July 13.

AN EFFORT TO RELIEVE THE

BOER WOMEN AND CHIL

DREN.

OFFICIAL REPORT OF MORTALITY.

In the house of lords last night

Lord Raglan, parliamentary under

secretary of the war office, gave the

mortality for all the refugee camps

in South Africa as 63 men, 138 wom

en, 576 children, out of a total of 14,-

623 men, 24,711 women and 43,075 chil

dren.—Chicago Daily News, of July 16.

A LIVING SHIELD.

State of Illtrols, County of Cook.—SS.

Ollie Henry, being first duly sworn,

on oath deposes and says:

That he is an American citizen, and

that he lived in Pretoria, South Af

rican Republic, from November, 1895,

to March 26, 1901, and that he held

the rank of captain in the Boer army

with the corps known as the Ameri

can Scouts;

That he is acquainted with the ge

ographical and military situation in

the South African Republic, the Or

ange Free State, Cape Colony and

Natal', in South Africa, and that he

believes the British Government have

congregated the women and children

in reconcentrado camps to act as a

living shield for the protection of its

army;

That he firmly believes that if the

seventy thousand loved ones were re

moved from the British camps to

neutral territory the Boers would

have more heart and courage and

would be able to take important po

sitions now held by and essential to

the British, which they cannot take

now without killing their own peo

ple;

That he further believes that if

these people were removed to neu

tral territory the Boers would ef

fectually destroy the railroad com

munication, thereby compelling the

British army to withdraw from Pre

toria, Johannesberg, Bloemfontein

and the interior of South Africa to

the seaport towns;

That he further believes that it is

owing to these reconcentrado camps

that the Boers do not effectually de

stroy the railroad communication, as

by doing so they would be starving

their own loved families.

Deponent further says that he lias

seen the reconcentrado camp near

Pretoria and that it is hard to be

lieve that the reconcentrado camp;

instituted by the infamous Weyler in

Cuba, which so justly aroused the in

dignation of the people ot this coun

try could in any way excel the hor

ror, destitution, sickness and starva

tion existing in these camps, where,

according to recent admissions made

in the House of Parliament, out of a

total of 82,409 people, 777 died in the

month of June.

Deponent further says that liemakes this affidavit in the hope ofarousing sympathy among the Anier-'ican people to such an extent thatout of their well-known generosityand charity they will lie induced toraise a fund large enough to providefor the removal of these persons toneutral territory, thereby alleviatingtheir great suffering and giving themen constituting the armies of therespective nations a chance to fightit out among themselves, as menshould.

OLLIE HENRY.Subscribed and sworn to before me. a

Notary Public In Cook County, this twen

ty-seventh day of July, 1901.

JAMES H. HEALD.

(Seal.) Notary Public.

State of Illinois, County of Cook.—SS.

H. C. van Medentoach de Rooy, be

ing first duly sworn, on oath deposes

and says that he fought with the Boer

army until recently, and that he is

acquainted with the geographical and

military situation in the South Afri

can Republic, the Orange Free State,

Cape Colony and Natal, in South Afri

ca, and that he believes the British

Government have congregated the

women and children in reconcentrado

camps to act as a living shield for the

protection of its army;

That he firmly believes that if the

seventy thousand loved ones were re

moved from the British camps to neu

tral territory the Boers would have

more heart and courage and would be

able to attack and take important po

sitions now held by and essential to

the British, which they cannot attack

now without killing their own people;

That he further believesthat if these

people were removed to neutral terri

tory the Boers could effectually de

stroy the railroad communications,

thereby compelling the British army

to withdraw from Pretoria, Johan

nesberg, Bloemfontein and the in
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terior of South Africa to the seaport

towns; and he further believes that

the Boers cannot do this mow without

starving their own loved families.

H. C. VAN MEDENBACH DE ROOT.

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a

Notary Public in Cook County, this twen

ty-seventh day of July, 1901.

HARRY BRUSKEVITH,

(Seal.) Notary Public.

CORRESPONDENCE OF THE AMERI

CAN TRANSVAAL, LEAGUE.(Copy)

July 13, 1901.Honorable John Hay, Secretary . of

State, Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir: The American public feels

a deep concern for the sufferings of

the women and children, of the South

African Republics who have been

crowded together in military camps

where they are deprived of the com

mon necessities of life. Their hard

ships may be regarded by the British

Government as an unavoidable inci-

' dent of the war, but the reconcentra-

tiou policy can be defended even from

a British standpoint only on the view

that it is necessary to keep the non-

combatants' from giving aid and com

fort to the Boers who are in active

service in the field. • The American

Transvaal League has collected funds

to alleviate the miseries of those who

are subjected to the hardships of the

war in South Africa without partici

pating in it, and is prepared, with the

sanction of the British Government,

to assist a number of these unfor

tunate people to leave the military

camps and establish themselves in

Europe and America.

The League respectfully requests

you to use your good offices to ascer

tain from the British Governmen.t

whether any objections would be in

terposed to the withdrawal of a lim

ited number of the women and chil

dren from these camps upon, satisfac

tory guaranties being given that the

persons so withdrawn would be re

moved immediately from Africa. Re

spectfully yours,

(Signed) SAMUEL A. CALHOUN,Secretary American Transvaal League.

(Signed) E. P. DUNNE,

Vice President American Transvaal

League.

(Copy)

Department of Staite, Washington,

July 23, 1901.

Samuel A. Calhoun, Esquire, Secretary,

American Transvaal League, 172

East Washington Street, Chicago. 111.

Sir: I have to acknowledge the re

ceipt of your letter of the 13th instant,

requesting the good offices of this De

partment to ascertain from the Brit

ish Government whether any objec

tion would be interposed to thewith

drawal of a limited number of women

and children from the military camps

in South Africa, upon satisfactory

guarantees being given that the per

sons so withdrawn would be removed

immediately from Africa.

In reply I have to say that a copy

of your letter has been transmitted

to Ambassador Choate at London, and

he has been instructed to use his good

offices in laying the same before the

British Government for its considera

tion. I am, Sir, your obedient servanrt.

(Signed) DAVID J. HILL,

Acting Secretary.

WOULD END TAX LYING.The manifest inequity with which per

sonal property taxes are being imposed in

Chicago, coupled with the inadequacy of

public revenues, is centering attention

upon tax questions in this city. The fol

lowing news article, with its interviews,

appeared prominently in the Chicago News

of July 13.

Men and women who pay personal

property taxes are beginning to be

lieve that the present system of tax

ation as applied in Chicago and the

rest of the country is transforming

the descendants of the pilgrim fa

thers into a "nation of liars." Levy

ing of taxes upon the private belong

ings of individuals amounts to plac

ing a premium upon dishonesty,

rather than honesty, according to

the view that is held by inany who

have devoted thought to the prob

lem. In that connection the question

is being asked: "What is the rem

edy? Does it lie in anything resem

bling the single tax theory?"

A proposition for local option in

the application of the Henry George

taxation scheme is now being sub

mitted to the people of Colorado,

and the present agitation over the

personal property schedules has

aroused interest among Chicagoans

in Colorado's proposed experiment.

Reporters for the Daily News have

obtained expressions on the subject

from a number of prominent attor

neys and business men.

EDWARD OSGOOD BROWN."The trouble lies not with the tax

payer, but with the plan of taxa

tion," said Attorney Edward Osgood

Brown, one of the leading exponents

of the Henry George doctrine, in ex

plaining what bearing the single tax

theory has upon the local tax. tan

gle. "The people are naturally hon

est. As a general proposition it is

safe to assert that they won't lie

in business transactions. The bulk

of the business done with banks and

commercial houses rests upon credit,

which is nothing but reputation,

which in turn depends upon honesty

and truth-telling.

"But tens of thousands of men and

women who would scorn to tell each

other a lie w-ill strive hard to outdo

each other in lying to the tax asses

sor. They consider a lie told to the

tax official different from any other

kind of a lie and more harmless.

"Why does that idea prevail all

over the country among all classes

of men and women? For three rea

sons.

"First, it is unjust to compel a

man to pay a portion of his or her

earnings for some purpose of which

that particular taxpayer may not ap

prove, but which has been ordered

approved by the majority of the

taxpayers.

"Second, the taxes as laid under

the present system are unequally

distributed.

"The third reason why people lie

about their property when confront

ed by the tax gatherers is because

they can do so with impunity. It is

very hard to prove just what prop

erties and how much any man owns,

and since there is no way of finding-

out whether he is scheduling all or

only a part, the temptation to con

ceal a big share of his holdings, in

duced as it is by the two reasons I

have already stated, is exceedingly

great. He can lie and he usually

does.

"All three of these reasons would

fail to apply under the single tax

system and all of these excuses for

lying would be swept away.

"The single tax is a tax assessed

on the rental value of land. Now,

all law writers of authority for hun

dreds of years hold that no man has

the same creative ownership in land

as he has in a house which he has

built or a wagon which he has made.

In fact, there is no such thing- in

law as absolute ownership in land.

Practically all he possesses is the

right to use the land or transfer

that right to others.

"Real ownership of the land, which

was created by no man, belongs to

all the men and women in its neigh

borhood, to the community. It would

be eminently just, therefore, for the

occupant of land to pay a fair rent

to the community in the shape of a

tax each year for his right of occu

pancy.

"There could be no inequality in

valuations, because the values of

every piece of land in Chicago or

any other place could be .quickly and
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definitely ascertained by rules with

which real estate dealers are already

familiar and which they use in their

daily business.

'The ability to lie with impunity

would be removed. No possessor of

a piece of land could long deceive

the public about the fact of his pos

session or the value of his tract. As

it is now, honesty in making a tax

schedule is fined by a heavy tax,

while dishonesty is rewarded by ex

emption. The effect upon the mor

als of the community in removing

this tremendous incentive to lie

would be incalculable, while the fair

distribution of the tax would re

move the excessive burden from the

poorer people and give them more

respect for the laws and institutions

of their country."

HON. JOHN P. ALTGELD.

"I believe in the single tax theory

to a certain extent and believe it to

be practicable and capable of raising

sufficient revenues for the support of

Chicago," said ex-Gov. Altgeld. "I

think that a modification of the sin

gle tax plan will some day be in force

in Chicago as a result of the agita

tion concerning the injustice of the

present system."

ALDERMAN FOREMAN. ."I subscribe heartily to the state

ment that the present system of tax

ation is making liars of all taxpay

ers," said Alderman Milton J. Fore

man. "I know little about the single

tax proposition, but one thing is cer

tain, land has positive and ascertain

able value always and it can never

be hidden as can personal property.

In the language of my old friend,

Grover Cleveland, land always stays

in its place."

CLARENCE S. DARROW."Tax dodging as one form of busi

ness lying is becoming universal,"

said Attorney Clarence S. Darrow.

"It is not confined to corporations

and bankers, but is practiced by law

yers, judges, ministers, and in. fact

all classes of the community who

have anything that they wish to

keep. Tax dodging is as necessary

to sustain life as eating. A man who

tells the truth must die. The people

must meet the plain question that

when the law places a premium upon

lying liars will flourish.

"What we need in reference to tax

ation is a remedy in its system. The

personal property tax is and always

has been a humbng, a fraud and a

promoter of crime. It should be ut

terly abolished. The only scientific

way to raise revenue is to raise it in

such a way that the man who pays

has nothing whatever to say in refer

ence to the value of his property.

The system of taxation should be as

far as possible automatic. Probably

the best system ever yet devised is

the tax on vacant land. This tax

could not promote perjury, fraud or

deceit.

"Placing all taxation on land would

not only prevent perjury but would

do a vast deal toward the abolition

of monopoly and the general im

provement of the condition of the

poor."

JUDGE TULET."As I said to the Illinois Bar asso

ciation, the trouble is not with our

tax laws and never has been," said

Judge Murray F. Tuley. "The diffi

culty always has been to make every

one pay a fair share of taxes. We

have been dodging taxes in Chicago

ever since 1871, when the new con

stitution went into effect, to such an

extent that it has become practically

universal. It has been done hereto-'fore largely by direct corruption of

tax officials by politicians and per

sonal influence. Not many years ago

a south town assessor admitted that

he had made $200,000 in one year out

of his position with a salary of $1,500

a year.

"Every citizen who knows any

thing about the wealth of Chicago,

the value of its real estate, the im

mense amount of stocks, bonds and

personal property held by the cit

izens, must know that if it is fairly

assessed the revenue of Chicago,

Cook county and the school board

would be more than double what it

is at present. There is no reason

why a man who pays upon the sell

ing value of his horses, etc., should

not demand that the holders of

stocks and bonds should pay upon

their selling value as well. For in

stance, a corporation says it has

$1,000,000 worth of stock. That stock

sells in the market to-day at three

times its nominal value. Now it

should pay upon its actual selling

value, but in truth it does not pay

upon its nominal selling value. Ev

ery taxpayer can understand so sim

ple a proposition and must realize

that he is personally interested in

having every corporation and indi

vidual pay his fair share. His own

taxes are increased in proportion to

the amount of property that escapes

taxation.

"I see that Dusenberry has been

honored with the title of 'LL. D.' "

"Oil or study?"—The Commoner.

IN ANGEL COURT.

In Angel Court the sunless air

Grows faint and sick; to left and right

The cowering houses shrink from sight,

Huddling and hopeless, eyeless, bare.

Misnamed, you say. For surely rare

Must be the Angel shapes that light

In Angel Court.

Nay; the Eternities are there.

Death by the doorway stands to smite;

Life in Its garrets leaps to light; '

And Love has climbed the crumbling stair

In Angel Court.—Austin Dobson.

Our readers need not be told that

we have no sympathy or patience with

violence, intimidation, boycotting, or

any other form of strike warfare

which violates the laws of the land. All

that is folly, and worse. But judge-

made law is another matter. To for

bid men from doing what no statute

makes wrong is to open a wide door to

all sorts of personal whims having the

force of laws. It introduces a sort of

oriental cadi feature into our courts

which is ill suited to the temper of

free people and the spirit of free insti

tutions. It is a novelty full of danger.

—Cleveland Ohio.

"Those Chinese still insist on calling

us foreign devils," said one European

soldier.

"I'm sorry for that," answered the

other. "I'm afraid we'll have to burn

another town and destroy some more

libraries before we get them to realize

how civilized we are."—Washington

Star.

Old-Fashioned Pastor—You observe

no falling off in spirituality in your

congregation, I hope?

Popular Young Clergyman—I think

our congregation has never been as

active in church work as now. The la

dies' ice-cream socials are excellently

attended, and our last rummage sale

realized nearly $375 for the organ

fund.—Chicago Tribune.

Warwick—Now, on what basis do

the powers ascertain the indemnity

China is to pay each of them?

Wickwire—Well, as near as I can

make out they charge about $500 for

every Chinaman they killed.—Puck.

As calculated by expert financiology,

last year's wheat crop was 2,105,000,000
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bushels, and this year's will be 1,700,-

000.000 bushels, and the gain to the

farmer through the burning tip of 405,-

000,000 bushels will be $141,.r)75,000.

Therefore the gain to the farmer if

the entire 2,105,000,000 bushels should

be burned up would be $74ri,26S,500.

Jjet 'er burn!—Chicago Tribune.

Mrs. Endseat (on trolley ear)—Mor-

timore says we will soon be traveling

on trolley cars for three cbnts.

Mrs. Transfer—Oh! 1 can't believe

it ! You know how mud it makes the

conductors now When you pay your

fare In pennies!—Puck.

BOOK N0TI0ES,

No one in his senses would deny that It

would be in every way worse to kill men

than to kill animals tor food. But we do

kill men as well as animals; and, both hav

ing been killed, what difference Is there

between making food of the one or the

other? Doubtless that question in some

form occurs at times to many persons who

nevertheless go on eating what they do

not hesitate to describe as "corpses."

Some, however, "swear off" and keep their

word, confining their diet—inconvenient as

It often is in these times when the

art of cookery is almost exclusively canni

balistic—strictly to vegetable food. Who

ever would get the point of view of such

conscientious abstainers should buy J.

Howard Moore's "Why I Am a Vegetarian"

(Chicago: Frances L. Dusenberry, Mc-

Vlcker's Theater building. Price, 26 cents),

a thoroughly readable little book. Mr.

Moore disclaims at the outset all in

tention of trying to convert his readers to

vegetarianism. Hoping only "to rinse

from your brains sand bars that have been

agts in depositing," he tells his own ex

perience as a vegetarian, commenting upon

"kreophagy" as he goes on. "I shall go

down to my grave," he says, "and into

the darkling hereafter with a bloodless di

gestion, if I am the only animal In the

universe to do so." Evidently Mr. Moore

c»n speak for himself better than anyone

can speak for him, and we append some

characteristic quotations:

The flesh-tearing performances which I

am compelled everywhere to behold seem

to me to be the lurid deeds of maniacs

rather than the timed and premeditated

acts of sane beings. And I can but pltv,

not only the creatures whose throats are

severed and whose skeletons are stripped,

but the blind and reckless cannibals who

perpetrate these crimes. When the whole

earth teems with such a bewildering va

riety of beautiful and bloodless fruits, it

seems so strange and so sad and so fright

ful that man should continue the barbar

ous, blood-sucking practices of the world's

infancy. ... I am a vegetarian because

I believe in the golden rule. Act toward

others as you would that others would act

toward you, has been the basic precept of

tKe morals of the generations. This won

derful rule has been mouthed and mouthed

since the days of Confucius, 2.400 years ago.

But it never has been lived. Do as you

would be done by. Certainly. But to

whom? ... I am a vegetarian because

I believe In Justice. Thfre Is injustice in

the universe, because there are beings in

it who monopolize its sweets and oppor

tunities. They want their own pleasures

and also the pleasures of others. They

shuffle upon others their bitters, and at the

same time rob them of their sweets. Others

live, not as ends, but as means and con

veniences. I do not eat mv fellow crea

tures, for the same reason I do not enslave

my brother. . . . I am a vegetarian be

cause it is logical and natural to be so. The

vegetable world contains all the elements

necessary to human sustenance. . . .

Animals are simply locomotives consuming

the energy which plants slowly accumulate

from the sun. It is a graceful and perfect

process—plants storing up energy from

the soil and sun, the Inorganic, and the ani

mal using this energy and completing the

circle by sending the elements back again

to the inorganic. And it is a "barbarism"

in nature for animals to violate this beau

tiful arrangement by turning round and

swallowing each other. . . . After an

experience of four years and a rather care

ful contemplation of the matter. I assert

that physiological integrity may be more

accurately sustained by a judicious diet of

fruits, grains, vegetables and nuts than

by a diet in which carrion is a distinguished

constituent. ... It is a spectacle that

ought to make the imps of netherdom

tremble for their laurels—man. the re

morseless glutton, going about with a

tongue and a knife, with his tongue preach

ing peace, mercy and love, and with his

knife making the very earth sodden with

blood.

MAGAZINES.—"A Stuffed Club" is the "quaint and

curious" title of a belligerent little medical

magazine (Denver: Dr. J. H. Tilden. 2531

Lafayette St.). which indulges also In philo

sophical speculations. Its school is mate

rialistic; and while given over to the ma

terialistic habit of rejecting all facts that

do not come within the jurisdiction of the

five senses—seeing, feeling, hearing, tast

ing or smelling—it is nevertheless both

Uioughtful and Interesting.

—The July number of the "Bulletin of

the Department of Labor," which is Issued

every other month under the official edi

torship of Carroll D. Wright, Is made un

usually interesting by two special articles.

One of them, descriptive and historical,

treats in detail of cooperative communities

In the United States. It was prepared by

Rev. Alexander Kent, of Washington.

The other, by Prof. W. E. B. DuBois, a

negro scholar, is a statistical and descrip

tive account of iandholding by negroes in

Georgia.
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