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"A true empire-maker spoke on the

6iibject of Cuba," says the tory Pall

Mall Gazette in approval of President

McKinley's inaugural speech.

Pathetic must have been the sight

on the wharf at Manila when the

wives, sweethearts and children of

exiled Filipinos bade their loved ones

good-by. But there was also a grim

humor about it all. These exiles were

natives, whom a foreign govern

ment was deporting for "rebelling"

against it!

In the face of the reports of a riot

in Puerto Kico in which the house

of a school superintendent was be

sieged by a mob of 1,500 persons, be

cause he had disciplined a schoolgirl,

it is difficult to believe that the

Puerto Ricansare altogether content

ed with American rule. This diffi

culty is increased by the report that

the mob's cry. was "Down with the

Americans!" Such things are un

pleasantly suggestive of a feeling

among the Puerto Eicans that they

are living under carpet-bag govern

ment.

Russia's assurance that she intends

to recall her troops from Manchuria

"as soon as lasting order shall have

been established" there and "indis

pensable measures taken for the pro

tection of railway construction," pro

vided "the action of other powers does

not place any obstacle," etc., has a

homelike sound to American ears. It

is almost an echo of our own assur

ances regarding Cuba. And we fear

that it implies a similar purpose.

There is something about its tone

which seems to say: "Manchuria is

our meat."

The Cleveland municipal campaign

has not yet fairly opened. The speak

ing campaign did not begin until the

12th. It is, therefore, not yet possi

ble to forecast results with any rea

sonableness. But the contest prom

ises to be exciting and the result sig

nificant. All the vested privileges

and corporate interests of the city,

all the beneficiaries of schemes for

making the public pay tribute, are

consolidated against Johnson. What

they can do to defeat him they will.

Not only does the election involve is

sues of great importance, but it is to

be a great local trial of strength be

tween the forces of monopoly and

the forces of genuine democracy.

Some 2,000 out of the 6,000 teach

ers in the public schools of Chicago

have signed a petition to the legisla

ture, protesting against the compul

sory pension system. This is a hope

ful sign. It is especially hopeful be

cause the petitioners display an

awakened moral intelligence by defin

itely pointing their objection to the

compulsory feature of the system.

There is no reason, of course, why

school-teachers should not maintain

a system of voluntary pensions. Any

number of teachers who wish to pro

vide for pensions at their own expense

should be at perfect liberty to do so.

They earn their salaries, earn them

richly if they do their duty as teach-

ers, and those salaries are their own.

Therefore, if they wish to contribute

to a common fund for the purpose of

providing pensions, that is their abso

lute right. But it is equally their

right not to contribute to such a pur

pose. The law which would force

them to do so robs them of thei? prop

erty. Such a law has no justification.

To violate the eighth commandment

with an act of the legislature does

not differ in essential principle from

violating it with a loaded pistol.

Colorado has now taken a long

stride toward the introduction in that

state of a sound fiscal system, which

would likewise be the basis for a

sound social system. The lower house

of the state legislature has passed the

Bueklin tax amendment to the con

stitution. It had already been passed

by the senate. The history of this

amendment we told at page 729 three

weeks, ago. It authorizes any county

in the state, at any general election,

not oftener than once in four years,

on petition of 100 resident taxpayers,

to vote on the question of exempting

personal property and landed im

provements from local taxation, and

of derivingalllocal revenue fromland

values irrespective of improvements.

This system of local option has been

introduced in New Zealand and some

other parts of Australasia. It was

recommended by the Bueklin tax

commission after Senator Buek

lin, chairman of the commission, had

personally visited Australasia and in

vestigated its application and effects.

As the constitution of Colorado

requires the taxation of all kinds of

property, the recommendation of the

commission could not be adopted

without a constitutional amendment,

and that is the course the matter has

taken. The amendment was adopt

ed by the senate on the 20th of Feb

ruary by a vote of 26 to 6, and by the

house on the 12th of the present

month by a vote of 50 to 11, being

more in each house than the requisite

two-thirds. It now goes to the gov

ernor for his signature, which it is

certain to obtain, since he recom

mended its adoption in his inaugural

message. After that it must be voted

upon by the people, only a simple

majority of those voting being re
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quired to ratify. This necessitates

a campaign over the state of Colorado,

which in itself will be well worth

while. For its educational effect

with reference to the principles and

methods of taxation, and to the pro

found influence that taxing methods

have upon industrial and social ad

justments, and for that effect alone,

the campaign will serve a great pur

pose.

But there is reason to believe that

the Bucklin amendment will receive

the necessary popular endorsement.

Should that prove to be the case, Col

orado will have opened the way for a

reform which, while it possesses none

of the elements of an emotional and

sensational movement, is in the truest

sense radical and altogether sane.

For that accomplishment full credit

will be due Senator Bucklin. He se

cured the appointment of the com

mission, he went at his own expense

to Australasia, he prepared the in

structive and statesmanlike report of

the commission, and he has worked

without cessation ever since his re

turn, in the most dignified way and

with most satisfactory results, to se

cure favorable legislative action.

A home rule amendment similar

in principle to that which the Colo

rado legislature has just passed un

der the leadership of Senator Buck

lin, is pending before the Texas legis

lature. Favorable sentiment is

strong and growing in Texas, and the

committee of one house has reported

the amendment back with a recom

mendation that it be adopted. A vig

orous fight for a kindred bill was

made in the Delaware lower house.

It was defeated, but under circum

stances which encourage the hope of

its adoption in the early future. By

the Elsberg bill before the New York

legislature, and the Crafts bill before

the legislature of Illinois, the same

reform is proposed. A bill of the

same character has been brought into

the Kansas legislature, and similar

bills are pending in other states. Alto

gether the outlook is promising for

the establishment in this county, at

no distant day, of the local option

principle of taxation, and for the eon-

sequent speedy exemption from tax

burdens, of inifustry, enterprise and

thrift, and the taxation exclusively of

land monopoly values. By that sim

ple means shall monopoly be under

mined, trusts be disintegrated, and all

labor be secured abundant oppor

tunity and full and just reward.

After his retirement from the

presidency to private life, Benjamin

Harrison won a place in the hearts

of his fellow citizens which makes

his death an occasion for national

sorrow in greater degree than the

death of an ex-president usually does.

His administration was not satisfac

tory. On one occasion it came near

involving us in a jingo war with a

South American state, and it was

tinged throughout with the worst

discolorations of protectionism. This

was the administration in which Mc-

Kinley rose above the surface with

his new tariff of abomination, which

congress passed and the president

signed. Probably no more candidly-

corrupt misuse of legislative power

had ever before in the history of the

country been made a party measure.

It was so extravagantly corrupt that

even James G. Blaine denounced it

bitterly. Unfortunately for Mr.

Harrison's record as president, that

measure, rather than his administra

tive acts gave character to his ad

ministration. He was> not at that

time clear enough to analyze the fal

lacious economic doctrines, nor great

enough to defy the corrupt and cor

rupting corporate powers, which

were then making his party their

own. But from the moment of his

return to private life Mr. Harrison

began to grow toward that full stat

ure of American manhood and states

manship to which he had attained

when he died. In that interval his

real record was . made—a record

which, for the sake of the democracy

and republicanism of the nation, it

is to be hoped his countrymen will

never cease to honor.

For the voter whose ideas of the

responsibilities of citizenship incline

him neither to "take to the woods"

when confronted with a political di

lemma, nor to indulge himself in

playing at politics, there is embarrass

ment enough and to spare in the pend

ing municipal campaign in Chicago.

The choice lies between two candi

dates, Harrison, the democrat, and

Hanecy, the republican. One or the

other will be elected. And no third

candidate has developed strength suf

ficient to make a vote for him count

even as a protest. None has so much

as evoked opposition. Aside, there

fore, from not voting at all, or from

indulging one of several opportunities

to play at voting, the Chicago voter*

only alternative is Harrison or Han

ecy. From partisan considerations,

democrats would naturally vote for

the former and republicans for the

latter. And partisan considerations

are not to be ignored. The notion that

they have no place in municipal elec

tions is a mistake arising out of the

fallacious theory that national affairs

are politics while municipal affairs

are business. All public affairs, mu

nicipal as well as national, are poli

tics; and the same mental tendencies

and personal inclinations which sep

arate us into two great camps—one

enlisted in support more or less defi

nitely of government by all and for

all, and the other in support more or

less definitely of government of all

and for some—are no more applicable

to national than to municipal elec

tions. Moreover, just as our system of

government rises from the local unit

to the federal aggregation, so, in the

nature of things, must our local po

litical parties be as a rule integral

parts of corresponding national par

ties. Partisanship is not necessarily

reprehensible. Good partisanship is

good citizenship. But partisan con

siderations are not always properly

controlling, and this is most fre

quently the case in municipal elec

tions. .There are times, also, when 8

conscientious partisan may best serve

party purposes in the higher sense by

opposing his party. Such is the sit
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nation that at this time confronts

the democracy of Chicago. The true

interests of the democratic party,

both national and local—those in

terests of principle and policy which

alone justify democratic partisanship

—call loudly for the defeat of Har

rison.

This call would not have been a

very embarrassing one to respond to,

had the republicans nominated Har

lan. Personally above reproach, and in

political principle as applied to local

government not only a better demo-

ocrat than he is republican, but an in

finitely better democrat than Harri

son, democrats could have voted for

him without compunction, and his

election would at once have saved the

democratic party from Harrison's

ring, and the city of Chicago from the

political cliques and corporate clans

that will exploit it no matter which

way the election goes. The man

the republicans did nominate is a ring

politician and corporation tool. If

elected he will do all he can to serve

the interests of special privilege. But

so will Harrison. The only difference

between them in this respect is that

Harrison cooes gently to anti-monop

oly sentiment and Hanecy does not.

The monopolists care little which

wins. They have stacked the cards

so that the game is theirs either way.

On this score, therefore, there isnoth-

ing to choose, unless Hanecy be fa

vored on the old principle that an open

enemy is safer than ■ a treacherous

friend.

On the score, however, of purify

ing the democratic party of Chicago

there is something to choose. It is a

negative choice, but none the less im

portant on that account. So long as

the ring that circles about Harrison

remains in control of city hall patron

age, so long will the democratic party

of the city, and measurably also of the

state and the nation, be at the mercy

of that ring. To it political principles

are nothing. It works with the re

publican machine of Cook county,

trading county tickets for city tickets,

and bartering a presidency for places

in the city hall. If anyone refuses to

believe that this ring "threw" the

presidency last fall, let him compare

the deadness of the campaign it then

made for Bryan with the very lively

campaign it is now making for Harri

son. Let him also notice Harrison's

popularity among certain kinds of re

publicans. That Harrison will be re

elected is more than likely. . Should

he be, it will be part of the price the

republican machine paid last fall for

Bryan's defeat in Chicago. Nothing

could be worse for the democratic

party, nor for good local government,

either, than the continuance of such a

man as mayor in office and of such a

ring in control in the party. While

that condition remains, the ring dom

inates democratic primaries, dickers

with republican bosses, serves privi

leged corporations, and' altogether

demoralizes the party and the com

munity. There can be no true demo

cratic party in Chicago while the

democratic ring is in possession of

eity affairs. The first necessary step

is to put it out, and it is not very im

portant who does that. The city can

better endure two years of bad govern

ment under Hanecy, with the pros

pect of seeing at the end of that

time a campaign of principle, than

two years of bad government under

Harrison, with no prospect at all ex

cept of his tising his power of patron

age to wring democracy out of the

democratic party.

Another negro burning outrage is

reported from Texas. The negro

was charged with assaulting and

murdering a white woman. A con

fession was obtained from him by a

committee of the mob which waited

upon him in jail, circumstances

which, as all legal experience goes to

show, make confessions valueless.

He was then chained by the mob to

an iron post in the courthouse yard,

and after being saturated with oil was

burned to death. The tragedy oc

curred at Corsicana. Worse than the

tragedy, in a sense, since it reflects

upon the character of the whole peo

ple, was the coroners jury verdict.

It commended the mob for its crime.

But Gov. Sayersi proposes to redeem

the state from the reputation for bar

barism which attaches to it from these

negro-burning, outrages. He is un

restrained in his expressions of in

dignation at the behavior of the local

authorities at Corsicana, and an

nounces his intention of addressing

a special message to the legislature

upon the subject.

With reference to southern out

rages upon the rights of negroes, the

action of Judge Benet and the grand

jury of Anderson county, S. C,

should not be overlooked. They

have brought to the bar of the crim

inal court, prominent white men of

that county for endeavoring, in the

guise of labor contracts, to reestablish

negro slavery. Back of this cour

ageous judge and grand jury there is,,

of course, a healthy public sentiment.

Otherwise they would have been

powerless. And that sentiment is

one of the encouraging signs of prog

ress in the south. But there is also

an opposing sentiment, which has

the temporary strength that comes

from tradition, from old habits of

thought, and from old race feeling..

To challenge such a sentiment, even-

with the backing of a better but newer-

one, is no boy's play, and that is-

what Judge Benet and the Anderson

grand jury have done.

By going over to the republican

party Senator McLaurin, of South

Carolina, becomes a pioneer in the

movement we have predicted, of the

aristocratic and plutocratic elements

of the south to join the political pro

cession that Mr. McKinley leads and

Mr. Hanna drives. They have been

deterred only by fears regarding the

race question. As soon as they ac

quire confidence, as Mr. McLaurin

has already, in the intentions of the

republican party under Mr. Hanna's

management to settle that question in

their favor, they will go over to it in

shoals. The solid south will then be

a memory, except as the negro vote,
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deceived by the traditions of Lincoln

republicanism, may make it solid for

the republicans. But there are plenty

of genuine democrats in the south,

and this change will make their dem

ocracy more than a tradition, a name

and a label, and their influence, it is

to be hoped, something formidable,

to be reckoned with and worthy of

being counted on.

In a dispatch to the Chicago Bec-

ord of the 11th, Mr. L. G. Powers,

the chief statistician of the agricul

tural division of the census bureau,

made an interesting calculation re

garding the distribution of farming

classes—owners, tenants and hands.

Following is the Eecord's summary

of his calculations:

1890—Number of farms in

United States 4,564,691

1900 — Number of farms in

United States 5,700,000

Percentage of farms operated by

tenants:

Per cent.

1880—North Atlantic states 16.0

1890—North Atlantic states 18.4

1900—North Atlantic states 20.0

1880—South Atlantic states 36.1

1890—South Atlantic states 38.5

1900—South Atlantic states 45.0

1880—North central states 20.5

1890—North central states 23.4

1900—North central states 26.0

1880—South central states 36.2

1890—South central states 38.4

1900—South central states 45.0

1880—Western states 14.0

1890—Western states 12.1

1900—Western states 13 to 20

Eeferring to the figures from which

this summary is made, Mr. Powers

reaches the conclusion that—

of the 940,000 to 1,140,000 farms that

were added in the last ten years, sub

stantially one-half will be tenant op

erated. This will be an increase of

from 40 to 45 per cent., or nearly twice

the increase per cent, of the popula

tion of the nation, four times that of

the purely agricultural population and

twice that of the farms operated by

their owners.

But this unprecedented increase, ac

tual and relative, of tenant-operated

farms, results, he explains, not from a

degradation of owning farmers to

tenantry, but from an "uplifting" of

farm hands to the grade of tenants.

In support of that happy explana

tion of a depressing exhibit, Mr. Pow

ers deduces from the same data an

indication that the number of farms

operated by their owners has in

creased in greater degree than the in

crease of the agricultural population.

Whereas the increase of farms oper

ated by tenants is from 40 to 45 per

cent., the increase of those operated

by their owners is not less than from

15 to 18. per cent., and the increase

of the agricultural population is not

far from ten per cent,

Mr. Powers does not publish suffi

cient data to make a discussion of his

conclusions profitable. When the

census reports bearing upon the sub

ject appear officially, his estimates

will afford the basis for a useful in

quiry. Meanwhile, it will not be out

of place to express surprise at the

possibility of a statistical showing so

utterly at variance with the results of

observation—namely, that the farm

hand class is rushing on pell-mell

through tenantry to proprietorship,

and that along with an enormous in

crease of farm tenants there is an in

crease half as great of farm owners.

It is not improbable, however, that a

more cautious examination into the

census returns, when completed, may

suggest a state of affairs more in har

mony with the manifest facts. When

we come to consider farm owners who

are mortgaged up to their eyes, and

are therefore practically tenants or

worse, the farm owning class may not

appear to be growing so merrily, even

by the statistical process. If those

whose farms are mere patches from

which they eke out their wages as

hired men, and those whose farms are

holdings far removed from market

facilities, could be distinguished,

this promising army of landed pro

prietors would doubtless shrink still

further. And if the census data shall

exhibit with reasonable clearness the

condition of those wage workers who

have experienced the "uplifting"

process into tenantry, we shall prob

ably have less reason than Mr. Pow

ers supposes for rejoicing over the

headway farm hands have been mak

ing in the world during the decade.

Even upon the data that Mr. Pow

ers puts forth, there is more than a

possibility that he is mistaken in his

conclusion that farm hands are being

"uplifted" into tenantry. If the

agricultural population were the

only population, his reasoning would

have the force of a mathematical

demonstration. More owning larm-

ers, more tenant farmers, and a small

er agricultural population certainly

would argue that the owning and ten

ant classes are recruited from the

farm hand class. But the agricul

tural population is not the whole pop

ulation. There is the miscellaneous

population to draw from. It maynot

be, of course, and yet it may be—and

that is enough to discredit Mr. Pow-

ers's reasoning—that the owning

farm class and the tenant farm class

are recruited from outside, from oth

er industrial classes and other coun

tries, and that the aggregate of agri

cultural population has been reduced

not by an "uplift" of the farm hand

class, but by the forcing of agricul

tural classes into other and per

haps poorer occupations. The no

torious reduction which agricultural

machinery has made in the number

of hands required for farming would

give added force to this inference.

Our attention has been called to

an entertaining speech delivered at

the recent banquet in New York of

the American Protective Tariff

league, by Charles A. Moore, pres

ident of the league. Mr. Moore is a

member of a firm of machinery deal

ers in New York, who, with his firm,

owns stock in several other manufac

turing enterprises. To appreciate

his speech it must be remembered

that the prime object of the league

of which he is president is to prevent

the importation of goodsfrom abroad.

At the very banquet at which he

spoke, foreign products were reli

giously excluded. Yet all unmind

ful of the absurd inconsistency of his

position, Mr. Moore urged the estab

lishment of a system of international
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tanking, with branches in all the

leading commercial centers, so as to

promote our efforts "to seek and oc

cupy the markets of the world"! The

idea of occupying the markets of the

world by forcing our goods upon them

and taking none of theirs in return,

has jocular possibilities of consider

able merit, but Mr. Moore was serious.

Among the statistical reasons that

have been advanced to prove that

the country is flooded with pros

perity whether the ordinary man can

see it or enjoy it or not, are the rail

road reports of earnings. How, it is

asked, can the railroads make these in

creased earnings unless times really

are magnificently prosperous? But

it now turns out that the continued

increase in railroad earnings "is not

altogether due," to quote from a rail

road report in the Chicago Tribune

of the 10th, "to a corresponding in

crease in business, as in many of the

roads the business has not been nearly

as large this winter as it was for the

corresponding months last year," but

to the fact "that the roads get much

higher rates now"!

President Hadley, of Yale, strikes

a blow at imperialism, the echoes of

which reverberate over the country

from ocean to ocean. This effect is

not wholly due to his personality.

Greater men have given warning of

imperialism without making the

country hold its breath. Nor is it due

to any peculiar force in his way of

putting the thing. Its whole setting

is peculiarly weak. But he is impor

tant enough personally, and what he

says is said with enough vigor, to give

voice to a widespread sentiment that

has been silently but rapidly grow

ing since the imperialists in politics

and the magnates of trust organiza

tion have openly accepted the verdict

of the presidential election as a license

to them. Of the fact that the public

are appalled at the consequences of

the indorsement they gave to impe

rialism and trusts by reelecting the

great promoter of both, Mr. McKin-

ley, better evidence could not be de

sired than the disturbed interest

which has followed and been appar

ently caused by Mr. Hadley's Boston

speech.

We have nowhere seen so compact

yet accurate a summing up of the

meaning of the new steel trust as in

the American Banker of the 23d.

There is a good deal more in "this

solidification of the scattered iron in

terests," says that important financial

journal, "than the stupendous power

of brains, money and trade which it

exhibits; it is not one, but many inter

ests that are here converging; it is

steel, oil, coal, transportation and

banking credit which form its various

and far-reaching elements." Those

sentences are like flashes of light.

And in the picture they reveal one can

see that privilege has almost reached

the climax which portends a desperate

struggle, on one hand for the exten

sion of governmental functions, and

on the other for their contraction.

With the establishment of this gigan

tic industrial conspiracy, based upon

a solidification of special privileges,

popular respect for vested interests

in privilege must die out. It is be

coming too plain for question that

those interests are the means- where

by the rights of the masses are de

stroyed. When that is fairly realized

there will be no dispute as to whether

vested interests shall go. The ques

tion will be, How? Running in one

direction, public opinion will demand

the confiscation of all great accumu

lations of property, regardless of its

character, and the transformation of

the trusts into a vast governmental

system. Running in another, public

opinion will demand the abrogation

of the privileges which make these

unwholesome accumulations possible.

These two currents of opinion will be

the forces, and their divergency the

issue, when the Gargantuan steel

trust shall have sufficiently exempli

fied the pernicious character of the

doctrine of vested interests.

From Washington it is reported

that McKinley's political and corpo

rate managers are preparing to run

him in 1904 for a third term as presi

dent. This report sounds absurd

now; but the idea of a third term is

not nearly so absurd as many things

Mr. McKinley has done would have

seemed if predicted four years ago.

A crown' colony policy would have

been jeered at then. But it is in full

swing now, with more power over our

crown colonies vested in Mr. McKin

ley than is possessed by any monarch

over anybody. In comparison with

this departure from national ideals

and traditions, a third presidential

term would be but a trifling sign of

retrogression.

THE BAEBAEIAN IN CHINA.

When the problem of the Chinese

Boxers thrust itself upon the outer

world, in sensational stories of blood

shed and mystery, we ventured the

explanation (page 149) that this ter

rible anti-Christian uprising was

probably no different from the anti-

pagan outbreak that would occur in

the United States if the Asiatics were

obtruding oriental civilization upon

us as our race is obtruding occi

dental civilization upon them. We

drew our inferences from the con

viction that human nature is much

the same in all quarters of the globe

as well as in all perio'ds of time; that

differences of language and of habits

of life, and even in the color of the

skin and the angle of the eye, do not

radically alter the affectional ten

dencies, but that emotions of love and

hate are everywhere and always sim

ilarly excited by similar causes. Sub

sequent revelationshave confirmed our

inferential explanation. The Boxer

uprising is now known to have been a

violent expression of those emotions

in the Chinese which correspond to

what in Americans are called pa

triotism.

A little band of Chinese reformers

unwittingly touched the match to the

powder magazine. Their effort and

failure was reported in this country

(see The Public, No. 25, page 9, and

No. 26, page 7) at the time, nearly

three years ago. It now transpires

that their aspiration was "China for

the Chinese."



774
The Public

But their method contemplated a

wide departure from Chinese tradi

tions and included the adoption of

European models in education, gov

ernment, etc. What the Japanese

have about accomplished by this pol

icy for Japan is what these reformers

aimed to accomplish for China—ab

solute national independence and

equality.

They were so far successful in their

designs as to gain the ear of the young

emperor and to secure from him a

series of favorable decrees. But at

this point the empress dowager inter

fered, causing the reform decrees to

be revoked and several of the leading

reformers to lose their heads. Sev

eral more saved their lives only by

fleeing from the country.

To promote her reactionary policy,

the empress proceeded to arouse the

traditional religious prejudices of the

Chinese, her ready and efficient in

strument for this purpose being the

Boxer organization—a reactionary

religious body which is distinguished

by the gymnastic forms of some of its

rites. But in resorting to that organ

ization to smother the revolution in

the direction of European methods

the empress lighted a devastating fire

which she could not put out.

The pent-up hostility of the Chi

nese to foreigners burst forth in a

great blaze. No fuel was lacking.

Though the Chinese are less disposed

than most peoples to hate foreigners

merely because they are foreigners,

the assumptions and aggressions of

Europeans in China for more than

half a century had intensely embit

tered all classes. Treaties forced

upon the country had opened the way

for missionaries to penetrate to the

interior, where they inflamed local

feeling by putting time-honored su-

perstions to scorn and frequently

appealing, not only in their own be

half but in behalf also of native con

verts, to foreign authority. The mis

sionary went ahead of the man behind

the gun. By provisos establishing

extra-territorial courts for the protec

tion of foreigners from responsibility

to Chinese laws and tribunals, these

treaties had been exceedingly humil

iating to intelligent Chinamen.

They had, moreover, disturbed local

commercial interests by opening the

coasting trade to foreigners. These

and kindred irritations, keenly felt

by the more intelligent classes, were

transmitted to the less intelligent who

in minor ways had themselves come

into disagreeable contact with the

pushing and grasping and domineer

ing barbarian. They had especially

been stirred by new and queer super

stitions, as they regarded them, which

the missionaries introduced. They

had been outraged by desecrations of

sacred places. And back of all they

had been terrified by the introduction

of labor saving machines and meth

ods in a country where the la

bor market is glutted to a de

gree that dwarfs the wildest fears

of workingmen in this country.

It was all submitted to because the

barbarian had, in a war to maintain

in China the pernicious opium trade

which the Chinese government pro

hibited, proved his military superior

ity. But this foreign intrusion never

ceased to be galling. When, there

fore, the Boxers were encouraged

from the imperial court to revive the

old religious spirit among the people,

the "foreign devil" became naturally

an object of popular attack.

As the goal of the reformers was

"China for the Chinese," so was that

of the Boxers. But the Boxers' waited

for no slow development, beginning

with the acceptance of European

forms and standards; their method

was the more direct one of killingfor-

eigners at sight. The massacres that

followed were as inevitable, human

nature being what it is, as the anti-

Chinese riots of California. They

were more excusable. For the Chi

nese in California had as a class been

guilty of nothing more heinous than

being Chinese; whereas the Euro

peans in China appear as a class to

have left nothing undone which

might tend to excite the enmity of the

native people.

In broad outline, then, the explana

tion of the Chinese massacres of for

eigners is what we inferred when first

the news came. Chinese human na

ture is not unlike Yankee human na

ture. But in connection with the ac

counts of the uprising we now have

admissions which indicate that in at

least one respect Chinese morals are

superior to Yankee morals. Among

those who make these admissions is

Sir Robert Hart, than whom probably

no European better understands

China and the Chinese. In the

light of his revelations of Chinese

character it would appear that we of

this country need an infusion of Chi

nese morals much more than the Chi

nese need our missionaries.

Sir Robert's contribution to this

subject may be read in the Cosmopol

itan for March. His most striking

utterance is with reference to the

Chinese ideal regarding human inter

course. While our race is setting up

expediency and the supreme test of

might as standards, the Chinese cling

to the doctrine of right. "For 30

centuries or more," writes Sir Robert

Hart, "this recognized and inherited

worship of right has gone on strength

ening, and so strong is the feeling

that to hint to them that right must

be supported by might excites some

thing more than amazement." Is it

strange that to such a people it should

have seemed ludicrous "for barbar

ians, who so little understood the im

port of right here, to send mission

aries to teach about preparation for

the hereafter"?

Superstitions there are in abun

dance among the Chinese. But so

are there superstitions among us.

And if their superstitions appear to

us to be worse than ours, may this

not be because they are not ours, but

theirs? If we look down with con

tempt upon the Chinese because

they worship their ancestors, living

the lives their fathers lived merely

because their fathers lived them, may

they not as reasonably hold us in con

tempt for that degrading superstition

of ours which is most commonly ex

pressed in the phrase: "Our country,

right or wrong?" The Chinaman's

standard of right may often be false,

but a false standard of right is better

than a denial of right.

Yet we, who would put expediency

and might above right, or, worse still,

who would displace ideals of right

with ideals of might, assume an air of

superiority over the Chinese as we

force our civilization upon them.

But. it is not a true superiority. It is

only the superiority of brute strength,

made more brutal by Satanic genius.

That we are superior in any other way

remains to be proven. There is cer

tainly no indication of it in the his
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tor)- of the recent disturbances in

China. If some of the Chinese mas

sacred foreigners, women and chil

dren as well as men, this much, at

least, can be said in extenuation, that

they had been outraged beyond en

durance by foreign aggression. But

what shall be said of our race, whose

soldiers in China, without provoca

tion or excitement, but in cold blood

and out of the mere wantonness of

might, slaughtered the innocent and

the helpless, regardless of sex or age.

There is no story of massacre of Eu

ropeans by enraged Chinese mobs

which cannot be matched by authen

tic stories of massacres of Chinese by

European soldiers. The truth about

foreign outrages in China has not yet

been told. It has been hardly more

than hinted at. Writers who know

must be discreet. But it cannot al

ways remain a secret, and when it does

come out it will reflect no credit upon

the "civilizers" of China.

Even now, with Sir Robert Hart's

magazine article before us, the Chi

nese character stands out in marked

contrast with that of their foreign

guardians. They are not warlike,

either by inclination or training, the

arts of peace holding first place in

their esteem. That alone ranks them

high as a civilized people. But back

of that lies the quality which Sir Rob

ert emphasizes. They bring all ques

tions to the test of right. If this char

acterization is true, then our race has

little to justify its claim to superior

rank in civilization. Not only do we

not bring all questions to the test of

right; we are denying that there is

any right. By university, press and

pulpit we are assiduously taught, not

infrequently by definite assertion,

that right depends upon time, place

and circumstance; and from the pres

idential chair we are admonished that

it is determined by destiny.

NEWS

In point of relative importance this

week's news from China has first

place. While the foreign ministers

are formulating the principle of in

demnification to be imposed by the

allied powers upon the Chinese gov

ernment for injuries to foreigners

caused by the Boxer uprising, a diplo

matic controversy of portentous pos

sibilities has begun among the allies'

themselves. According to the gos

sips it may not improbably culminate

in an international quarrel, with

Great Britain and the United States

on one side and Russia and France on

the other. Japan is regarded as likely

to line up with the former two, and

Germany's attitude is accounted

doubtful.

The bone of contention is Man

churia. Russia has for five years been

gradually appropriating that prov

ince, and during the past two has ex

tended her authority over it rapidly.

While the allies were marching to the

relief of Peking, Russia was also car

rying on a campaign in Manchuria,

her pretense being an alleged attack

upon her Siberian frontier by Chinese

(sec pages 232, 249); and upon the

completion of this campaign she as

sumed a protectorate over Manchuria

(page 617) without consulting the al

lies. She did this upon the theory

that her Manchurian operations were

not involved in the allied movement.

To this assumption of jurisdiction

over a part of the Chinese empire,

Great Britain and the United States

object upon the general ground that

it is a step in the direction of par

tition. Japan objects on the ground

that as a step toward the absorption

of Korea, it is a menace to the Japan

ese islands. Secret negotiations on

the subject appear to be under way

between Great Britain and the Unit

ed States, and the latter has taken

the open initiative of diplomat

ically protesting against Russia's

pretenses. It did so in the

form of a note of instructions

of February 16 to the American min

ister at Peking, the nature of which

it subsequently communicated to the

European powers. In that note the

American government expressed its

desire to know the views of the Chi

nese government regarding the right

of China to extend concessions or

to make other agreements with any

power without the consent of all the

powers, and coupled this request for

information with an admonition that

the United States would hold it inad

visable for China to enter into any

such agreements at this time. When

interpreted into the nondiplomatic

vernacular this note is understood to

be a direction to China to recede

from private negotiations with Rus

sia and a warning to Russia to play

fair. All the powers have expressed

approval of the American note, in

clusive of Russia herself. She, in re

sponse, declares with reference to her

Manchurian protectorate that—

As soon as lasting order shall have

been established in Manchuria and in

dispensable measures taken for the

protection of railway construction,

which,according to formal agreement,

China assured, Russia will not fail to

recall her troops from these terri

tories of the neighbor empire, provided

the action of other powers does not

place any obstacle in the way of such

u measure.

But China advises the powers that

Russia is nevertheless pressing upon

her peremptory demands for Man

churian concessions. What lends

historical importance to these events

is the supposed probability that they

may lead on to the long expected Eu

ropean war over the partition of

China.

Hostilities against the Chinese are

kept alive by Count Waldersee. On

the 6th he reported a fight south of

Man-Sheng with "400 Chinese regu

lars who had apparently been sepa

rated from the main body." He scat

tered them, killing 50 men and tak

ing two banners. Four days later he

told of storming a gate of the great

wall on the 8th, capturing four guns

and killing 250 Chinese.

It seems now, from an official dis

patch from Mr. Conger, the Ameri

can minister in Peking, in which he

announces his departure on the 11th

for home, that he has left the legation

in charge, not of Mr. Rockhill, as was

reported at page 746 that he expected

to do, but of H. G. Squiers, the secre

tary of legation.

Great Britain's cordial relations

with the United States in connection

with the encroachments of Russia

upon China have not disposed her to

acquiesce in the American senate's

amendments to the Hay-Pauneefote

treaty for the construction and man

agement of the Nicaragua canal. This

subject was last presented in these

columns at page 601, where the sub

stance of the amended treaty appears.

Three objections are raised by the

British government to acquiescing in

the amendments. One relates to the

amendment striking out of the pro

posed treaty a clause (see No. 97, pages

9, 10) inviting other powers to agree

to adhere to the treaty for the pur

pose of making the waterway neutral

at all times and for all nations. Great

Britain interposes- to this amendment

the objection that in her belief no

agreement of neutrality will be ef-
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fective unless adopted by all powers.

Another objection applies to the

amendment abrogating (page 601)

the existing Clayton-Bulwer treaty.

But the third and principal one was

directed to the so-called "Davis

amendment," which would accord

the United States the right to take

measures wrhich it "may findnecessary

to take for securing by its own forces

the defense of the United States and

the maintenance of public order."

Great Britain objects to this as vir

tually allowing the United States to

treat the canal as part of her own mili

tary equipment. As no counter offer

is made by the British government,

all previous negotiations fall through,

and any further action in the matter

must be proposed by the United

States- and must begin anew. Great

Britain retires upon her rights under

the Clayton-Bulwer treaty.

For several days public sentiment

in Great Britain has been hopefully

excited with reports of the expected

surrender of Gen. Botha, who com

mands the Boer forces in the eastern

Transvaal. It will be remembered

that the British under Gen. French

have for many weeks been pushing

Botha eastward between the two rail

ways running, one from Pretoria to

Lourenzo Marquez and the other

from Johannesberg to Durban. At

the time of our last report regarding

this movement (page 746) Botha had

broken away from French's pursuit

and gone with 2.000 men in the direc

tion of Koomatipoort, on the Portu

guese border. After that report

nothing was heard of him until the

8th, when a censored newspaper dis

patch told of a personal meeting at

Middleburg, on the 27th—about the

time of Botha's reported escape from

French's net—between Botha and

Lord Kitchener,at which negotiations

were begun that resulted in an armis

tice to Botha to enable him toconsult

with the other Boer generals with a

view to terminating the war by a sur

render. The armistice was to expire

on the 14th. Kitcheners terms were

said to be amnesty for all Boers laying

down their arms, and for all prisoners

except British subjects. The sur

render was expected to take place on

the 11th. These reports are entirely

without official confirmation, except

an admission by Mr. Balfour on the

floor of the house of commons and in

answer to questions, that communica

tions have passed between Gen. Botha

and the British authorities. Ques

tioned again on the 12th, Balfour

declined for the present to furnish

anv information regarding the nego

tiations. In behalf of President Kru-

ger it is officially announced that he

will ignore them.

In other parts of the theater of war

military operations continue. Gen.

DeWet, who was headed for Faure-

smith at the time of our last report,

has passed through that town with a

small force. He appears to be skirt

ing Bloemfontein to the west and

making for Kroonstad, which is far

north of Bloemfontein and on the

railroad. He was heard of on the

12th from a point above Brandfort.

Other bodies of Boers are operating

in the southeastern part of the

Orange Free State. One holds a posi

tion at Bouxville, 25 miles north of

Aliwal North. President. Steyn is re

ported to be at Smithfield, a few miles

northwest of Rouxville. Another

has taken a place called Pearston, not

definitely located by the reports, but

which was supposed to have been

safely guarded against Boer attack.

And at Lichteuburg, in the western

Transvaal and somewhat east of Ma-

feking, still another body of Boers

have made an all day fight, in which

there were serious losses on both sides.

British reenforcements arriving, the

Boers were finally repulsed.

A delegate convention of European

and American pro-Boer organiza

tions held in Paris has drafted a

manifesto protesting against British

violation of the laws of war in South

Africa and appealing to the nations

to intervene in behalf of the inde

pendence of the South African repub

lics.

From the Philippines as well as

from South Africa the principal news

of the week relates to surrenders of

native defenders to foreign power.

Gen. MacArthur reported on the 11th

the surrender of Gen. Marian de Dios

with several officers and a force of

men, an event which he regards as

"important and indicating the col

lapse of the insurrection" once more.

Another Filipino to surrender is Maj.

Pulay, commanding a small force in

southern Luzon. Still another is

Col. Bopen. Captures of members

of the Filipino cabinet are also re

ported. Provincial organization is

being still extended by the Taft com

mission. The Filipinos who have

been deported to the island of

Guam are ordered to be held there

"under surveillance or in actual cus

tody, as circumstances may require,

during the further progress of hostili

ties and until such time as the restora

tion of normal peace conditions in the

Philippines has resulted in a public

declaration of the termination of such

hostilities."

The Cuban .situation has under

gone no substantial change. Secret

sessions of the constitutional conven

tion have been held, and it is known

that the American demandshave been

referred to a special committee with

instructions to report. After consid

ering for several days the authority

of the convention to bind the future

government of Cuba as to these de

mands, this special committee, or,

strictly speaking, a member of it, was

instructed by Gov. Gen. Wood that

the convention has such authority.

The response was a request that Gov.

Gen. Wood put his opinion in writing

and submit it officially. This he has

done, but his letter is regarded only

as an expression of opinion. Gen.

Gomez has advised against submit

ting to the American demands.

Of popular sentiment in Cuba on

the question of the American de

mands, the following placard, which

has been extensively posted in Ha

vana, is indicative:

To the People of the United States:

Do not make any promises that you

are not sure to keep, and never go back

on the word yon have given.

George Washington.

NEWS NOTES.

—The Delaware legislature has

adjourned without electing a. fed

eral senator.

—President Diaz of Mexico is re

ported to be hopelessly insane. The

report is positively denied.

—Paris Gibson was on the 8th

elected federal senator from Mon

tana for the term ending in 1905.

—The formal excommunication of

Tolstoi from the Greek church was

officially published on the 9th.

—-The Indiana senate on the 7th

killed the woman suffrage amend

ment which the house had adopted.

—The lower house of Arkansas

passed a bill on the 11th which prd-

hibits trusts from doing business in

that state.

—A bill prohibiting prosecutions

for polygamy has been passed by

the legislature of Utah. It is known

an the Evans bill.

—Chris L. Magee, a Pennsylvania



The Public 777

senator and the anti-Quay leader,

died at Harrisburg on the 8th, aged

53 years. He was worth from $4,000,-

000 to $5,000,000.

—Dr. B. F. Longstreet, well known

throughout the country as a single

tax lecturer, died on the 21st at

Cincinnati from an attack of grip.

His body was cremated on the 23d.

Dr. Longstreet was born April 10,

1849, in Louisville, Ky.

—Sixto Lopez, the Filipino who is

now visiting the United States, ad

dressed a mass meeting on the 12t'h

■at New Century hall, Philadelphia,

which had been called by a score of

well-known citizens, mostly repub

licans, among the latter being Judge

Ashman and Ex-District Attorney

Graham. The invitation especially

requested Lopez to explain the de

sires of his countrymen.

—In the British house of commons

on the 8th a motion made by Lord

Hugh Cecil, youngest son of Lord

Salisbury, to punish the Irish mem

bers whose violation of rules we re

ported last week, by imprisoning

them until the further order of the

house, was lost, 426 to 0. Mr. Bal

four proposed a new rule providing

for the suspension of members who

decline to obey the speaker, and it

was adopted, 264 to 51.

—Reports from Honolulu received

at San Francisco on the 7th tell of

two important happenings in the

Hawaiian legislature, which con

vened on the 20th. One related to

the language question, most of the

members insisting upon speaking the

native language, whereas the terri

torial act requires the use of Eng

lish. The other was the exclusion

from the house of the secretary of

the territory on the ground that as

a member of the executive branch

of government his presence in the

house is an intrusion. The speaker

of the house is a Chinese-Hawaiian:

the president of the senate is a Rus

sian.

pro tern, declared the senate of the Fifty-
sixth congress adjourned sine die. Vice
President Roosevelt then took the chair
ami called the senate of the Fifty-seventh
congress to order. After prayer by the
chaplain and the reading of President Mc-

KlnlSy's proclamation convening the sen
ate in special session, the new senators
were sworn in. President McKinley now-
appearing to take the oath of office for the
second term as president, the senate and
the house proceeded to the central portico
of the capital where Mr. McKinley, having
been sworn by Chief Justice Fuller, deliv
ered his inaugural address. The senate
returned to Its chamber at 1:30 and ad
journed until the 5th.

House.

The session of the 1st took a recess un
til nine a. m. of the 2d when it reassembled
as of the 1st, transacted a variety of busi
ness, including agreement to conference
reports on legislative, executive and
judicial appropriation bill and Alaska gov
ernment bill, and at 10:33 in the evening
continued the legislative day of the 1st
by a recess until two p. m. of the 3d. Upon
riasstmbllng it agreed to the conference
report on the general deficiency bill, on
the District of Columbia bill and on the
naval appropriation bill. A motion to ap
point committee of investigation consist
ing of four republicans and three demo
crats, to visit Puerto Rico, Cuba and the
Philippines, was voted down by 139 to 83—

131 not voting. Richardson, the democrat
ic leader, proposed a complimentary reso
lution to the speaker which was unani
mously adopted, and in closing his reply
to this resolution, at noon on the 4th.
the speaker declared the house adjourned
without day. For a comparative statement
of the work of the Fifty-fifth and Fifty
sixth congresses see page 3896.

"Er—Isn't our Noble Ruler going a

leetle beyond his constitutional

rights?"

"Sh!" said the Unprejudiced, sooth

ingly. "You alarm yourself without

reason. Here is our Noble Ruler's

own visiting card—he gave it to me

personally. Look at it! Can you find

the word Dictator on it? Well, how

can a man be a dictator if he doesn't

call himself one? I trust you are

not so uneducated as to think there

could be Imperialism, Crown Colonies,

or Wars of Conquest unless we called

them so on our official letterheads."

And the Gentleman from the Coun

try went home Comforted.—Land of

Sunshine.

MISCELLANY

IB CONGRESS.

This report is an abstract of the Congressional
Record, and closes with the last issue of that pub
lication at hand upon eoIiik to press.

Semite.
March 1-4, 1901.

Resuming business at the regular hour
on the 2d, the senate considered and passed
the deficiency appropriation bill, and trans
acted a vast amount of miscellaneous
business, adjourning at 10:30 in the evening
until three on Sunday afternoon, the 3d.
At that hour It reassembled and after
agreeing to the conference report on the
Alaska government bill, passed the bill as
to safety appliances on railroads and the
naval appropriation bill. After a recess It
resumed business at 10:30 In the evening,
taking up the river and harbor bill. Carter,
of Montana, obtained the floor on this bill
and with interruptions held it until final
adjournment, the senate remaining con
tinuously in session. At 11:55 on the 4th
the house entered the senate chamber.
Vice President-elect Roosevelt following,
he was sworn into office and the president

A HOLY SHOW.

For The Public.

You ask me why I keep away

From Sunday service now.

I'll tell you, good old preacher-man,

The reason and the how.

You've made the church a holy show

The poor can't pay to see;

I don't know where there's any room

For Jesus Christ and me.

You're always gettln' off that joke,

And workln' off that stuff:

The rich as stewards hold their wealth

For those who've not enough.

Now, If they've made it. It Is theirs,

For all you think and speak.

And if they haven't, then they stole,

And we must stop the leak.

I can't have this blasphemin' talk

Against the blessed LoTd— " .

This makin' Him responsible

For every stolen hoard.

Just tell me, Where do I come In?

Am I a thief, or what?

Am I a blessed steward, too,

Of what I haven't got?

You see I'm tryln' awful hard

To go to church again;

Why, Just to ease my mother's mind,

And be like other men.

Don't ask me why I keep away,

Nor urge me just to try.

You've made the church a holy show,

And that's the reason why.

W. D. McCRACKAN.

THE LETTER AND THE SPIRIT.

A Gentleman from the Country

asked an Unprejudiced Feeder at the

Federal Trough:

LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT VS.

CENTRALIZATION.

Local self-government is that sys

tem of government under which the

greatest number of minds, knowing

the most, and having the fullest op

portunities of knowing it, about the

special matter in hand, and having

the greatest interest in its well-work

ing, have the management of it, or

control over it. Centralization is that

system of government under which

the smallest number of minds, and

those knowing the least, and having

the fewest opportunities of knowing

it, about the special matter in hand,

and having the smallest interest in

its well-working, hate the manage

ment of it or control over it.-—Toul-

min Smith's "Local Self-Government

and Centralization," page 12.

TAXATION REFORM.

The matter of taxation is one of great

Importance to our people. There will

perhaps always be honest differences

of opinion as to the valuation of prop

erties, but the error of the policy of

practically fining a citizen every time

he makes any improvement to his

property, or of punishing a business

man for replacing an old building with

a structure that is a credit to him

self and to the city, is very apparent

to any thoughtful person. While it

is not within our sphere of duties to

legislate on the subject of valuing the

land, separately from improvements,

yet those intrusted with the city

assessments would do well to look to

the law in regard to the valuation of

real estate, and ascertain whether in

the application of the law there is not

unjust discrimination, though perhaps

not intentionally made, giving relative

ly too low a valuation for the unim

proved lands within the city, and rela

tively too high a valuation upon the

improved real estate.—Mayor L. D.

Woodruff, of Johnstown, Pa.
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THEY DON'T KNOW CONFISCATION

WHEN THEY SEE IT.

What is the meaning of the fact

cited, that farms are taxed for double

or treble what they will sell' for?

That it is a fact anyone may ascer

tain who will look into the condition

of affairs in agricultural towns. In

the first place it is practical confisca

tion of farm property. A few years

of such taxation will see the farm

sold for what it will bring; or else

it will be abandoned. This means

the loss of all his improvements to

the farmer. He has paid his taxes

with his farm and now he has no

farm. A vicious system of taxation

is doing this all the time all over the

state and our farmers do not know

what is hurting them. The moment

a farm is taxed for more than it will

bring under the hammer that mo

ment confiscation commences. Many

men who are dreadfully afraid of

confiscation do not know it when

they see it.—Rev. John Gregson, in

the Augusta (Me.) New Age.

NATIONAL VANITIES.

As nations cannot be turned out of

clubs, or put in state's prison, or sent

to the guillotine or gallows or elec

tric chair, they contrive to keep a de

gree of complacency which would be

difficult for individuals guilty of their

habitual offenses. They even manage

to look down upon one another, at

moments when they each seem, quite

honestly, to suppose that the others

find something so' enviable or desir

able in them that these others being,

say, French, Dutch, or Spanish, would

like to be, say, German, or English, or

American. They all take credit to

themselves nationally for virtues

which belong rather sparingly to the

whole of humanity; they speak of

English fairness, and German hon

esty, and American independence, and

they really make themselves believe

that other peoples are destitute of

the qualities which they severally ar

rogate to themselves. In the mean

time the other nations affect to smile

at a vanity which they could not im

aginably indulge; but in fact they are

only waiting their turn in the inter

national scalp dance to celebrate

themselves with the same savage sin

cerity.—William Dean Howells, in

Harper's Monthly.

ROYALTY AND THE SINGLE TAX.

An editorial In The Single Tax, of Glas

gow, for February.

A London correspondent informs us

that the late queen read with much

pleasure and interest Henry George's

"Social Problems." But her majesty

found "Progress and Poverty" more

difficult to follow. He also reminds us

that the new king is pledged to" the

taxation of vacant land on its full sell

ing value. When, some 15 years ago,

he presided, as prince of Wales, over

the royal commission on housing he

signed the report, which contained

the following passage:

At present, land available for building

In the neighborhood of our populous cen

ters, though Its capital value Is very great,

Is probably producing a small yearly re

turn until It Is let for building. The own

ers of thfe land are rated, not In relation

to the real value, but to the actual annual

income. They can thus afford to keep

their land out of the market, and to part

with only small quantities, so as to raise

the price beyond the actual monopoly

price which the land would command by

Its advantages of position. Meantime, the

general expenditure of the town on im

provements is increasing the value of their

property. If this land were rated at say

four per cent, on Its selling value, the own

ers would have a more direct Incentive to

part with It to those who are desirous of

building, and a two-fold advantage would

result to the community First, all the

valuable property would contribute to

the rates, and thus the burden on the

occupiers would be diminished by the In

crease In the rateable property. Secondly,

the owners of the building land would

be forced to offer their land for sale, and

thus their competition with one another

would bring down the price of bundling

land, and so diminish the tax In the shape

of ground rent, or price paid for land

which Is now levied on urban enterprise

by the adjacent landowners, a tax, be It

remembered, which is no recompense for

any Industry or expenditure on their part,

but is the natural result of the industry

and activity of the townspeople them

selves. Your majesty's commissioners

would recommend that these mtatters

should be included in legislation when the

law of rating comes to be dealt with by

parliament.—Report of Royal Commission

on the Housing of the Working Classes,

1885.

Lord Salisbury, Mr. Goschen and Sir

It. A. (now Lord) Cross dissented from

this part pf the report; but the signa

ture of "Albert Edward" was append

ed without any reservation whatever.

THE SUBJUGATION OF FINLAND.

Finland is no longer a nation, nor

are the people of the province rec

ognized as a race distinct from Rus

sians. According to the latest re

ports from Helsingfors, the Finland-

ers have small reason to look for any

modification of the new Russian pol

icy. A little while ago there was

grave anxiety lest the Finnish cadet

school at Frederickshamm, one of

the most popular institutions in the

country, should be suppressed, but

this danger seems to have been avert

ed for the present by a visit from

Grand Duke Constantine, who ex

pressed great satisfaction with the

condition of the school and the schol

ars. Other events, however, point to

the continuance of Gen. Bobrikoff's

repressive and Russianizing policy.

Two papers, one published in a pro

vincial town, and a weekly journal in

Helsingfors, have been suppressed for

ever, and the preventive censorship is

applied everywhere with the utmost

rigor.

The governor general is energet

ically enforcing the restrictions on

the right to hold meetings, and he '

has in circulars to the provincial gov

ernors issued instructions for the in

troduction of Russian as the lan

guage of the provincial government

offices, even earlier and more fully

than is provided for in tne language

of the ordinance promulgated last au

tumn. Denunciations of private per

sons by secret agents, as well as pub

lic authorities, are events of well-

nigh daily occurrence, and one con

sequence of these secret reports is

that five university professors have

been threatened with summary dis

missal unless they "bind themselves

to mix no more in political agitation."

This was the message given to the

vice chancellor of the University of

Helsingfors on the latter's recent

visit to St. Petersburg. Professors,

however, cannot be dismissed except

on a judgment passed by a court of

justice. The indictment against one

is that he delivered a series of uni

versity-extension lectures on the con

stitutional law of Finland. A final

decision on the military question,

which involves the very existence of

the Finnish army as a national in

stitution, is expected before long.—

Chicago Chronicle.

YOU HAVE SHUT YOURSELVES

OUT.

An extract from a recent brochure en

titled "The Presidential Election of 1900,

and Its Probable Consequences."

It is now a recognized fact that no

person with limited capital dare em

bark in any business that is con

trolled by a trust, and it is difficult

to name any not under such control.

If a person with capital cannot em

bark in business without a certainty

of loss, what is to be the fate of

thousands of young men without oth

er capital than brains who are grad

uated annually from the numerous

institutions of learning, educated

often at the expense of great self-

denial on the part of parents, and

when they enter upon the stage of

life find every avenue of employment

closed against them except a few
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low-salaried clerkships in banks,

stores and trusts, for each of which

there are scores of applicants. There

are Ave times as many lawyers and

doctors as can find employment, and

in consequence thereof prices have

risen so high that clients cannot af

ford the luxury of professional serv

ice, and patients prefer to die with

out a doctor to facilitate their exit.

As to the ministry, there are oppor

tunities for starving in mission work,

but not much prospect of a compe

tence for a family.

The existing conditions doom the

youth of both sexes to Hves of per

petual celibacy, and happy homes are

•denied to all except to those who in

herit wealth. Those who have voted

for McKinley have Voted to make

these conditions permanent, and their

children and their children's children

may have reason to deplore the day

of their birth and to regard their in

voluntary entrance into life as the

greatest of misfortunes. They may

be condemned to lives of poverty, toil

and suffering and denied the rights to

life, liberty and the pursuit of hap

piness, claimed as inalienable in the

Declaration of Independence. If they

have life it may be without hope; if

liberty, it may be to labor for a pit

tance barely sufficient to support ex

istence, and although happiness may

be pursued it may not be overtaken.

The people, through the ballot, could

apply the remedy for these evils, but

how can the people be enlightened

when the press is owned by their en

emies and all avenues of correct in

formation closed against them? Ye

fools and blind, must starvation over

take you before you will realize your

condition and apply the remedy?

PROGRESS OP HENRY GEORGE'S

IDEA.

An editorial In the Kansas City Star of

March 3.

If Henry George could only have

lived to see the time when the great

state of Colorado was seriously con

templating the adoption of a tax on

land values he would probably have

been willing, as was the just and de

vout Simeon, to depart in peace.

A remarkable change in public senti

ment has taken place since the un

known California printer put forth his

book, "Progress and Poverty," more

than 20 years ago. At that time he was

regarded as a dangerous man by all

conservative people who did not look

on him simply as an idle dreamer. His

opinions were misrepresented and his

hook was violently attacked by many

persons who had not taken the trouble

to read it. It was popularly supposed

that he advocated dividing up the land

among all the people. On this supposi

tion a man of straw was set up again

and again to be bowled over contempt

uously by scores of magazine writers.

Gradually it became known that Mr.

George's plan was not so theoretical

and revolutionary after all. It was

found to be simply a question of taxa

tion. He did not favor a division of the

land. He only urged that the value of

unimproved land arising from the

presence of society should be taken to

pay the necessary expenses of the

community. He was so far from being

a socialist that he believed it was un

just to deprive a man of any of the

product of his labor. The present

system of taxation, he pointed out,

really penalized the enterprising man

whose work produced wealth for the

community. His plan was to exempt

all the product of labor from taxation

and to make the "unearned increment"

of land values bear the whole burden.

At the time of his death, four years

ago, Mr. George's doctrine had made

little visible progress in the United

States. He had won many converts,

but they had been unable to accom

plish anything practical. Of late the

propaganda has received a powerful

impetus from the admitted failure of

the personal property tax. It has be

come more and more apparent that

some change in the taxation system is

inevitable. The franchise tax has

come as the first break from the old

plan. Its theory is directly in line with

the views of Henry George. Now Colo

rado has investigated the workings of

the land tax in Australasia and is con

templating introducing the system.

If it does so and the experiment proves

satisfactory, other states will be

tempted to follow its example.

OUR NEW AMERICAN CIVILIZATION

ON THE WARPATH.

For The Public.

The St. Louis Globe-Democrat of

February 27, 1901, furnishes a fresh il

lustration of the way imperialism

deadens the human heart to impulses

of truth and humanity. In an editorial

headed "Just as Predicted," the Globe-

Democrat announces that the Philip

pine war is over, now that McKinley

is reelected. But in its news columns

of the same issue (February 27) ap

pears a special dispatch containing

this paragraph:

Nearly all the officers of the American

army who have served here In the Chi

nese campaign have also served In the

Philippines, and they are unanimous In the

statement • • • that the natives of the

Philippines will not be conquered In 50

years.

The Globe-Democrat's correspondent

adds, however, that it is our "humane

policy" which keeps the "insurrec

tion" alive and urges the adoption of

the "vigorous" policy now being pur

sued in China. In order that no mis

take may be made as to what is meant

by a "vigorous" policy, he says:

The troops of the allies shot every man,

woman and child In sight during hostilities,

plllaiged every village on the line of march

and looted every house of anything of

value It contained. Whenever any clly

or town offered armed resistance it was

burned after being looted, and charred

timbers, fallen walls and stupendous heaps

of brick and stone stretching In every di

rection farther than you can see are all

that mark the lines of former streets, of

business houses and dwellings. None were

spared, especially In the districts wher?

the Russians, Germans and French did

the looting.

Millions of dollars In gold and stiver

bars, called "slsh.es," were looted from

the banks, mints, business houses and

dwellings. • • • Months after complete

peace has been restored the Russians, Ger

mans and French, In the district they con

trol In Peking, are committing barbarities

on the Chinese that would put an Apache

Indian to shame. Even now private dwell

ings are being looted by private soldiers

of those armies In such a manner that

the officers cannot fall to know It, and

there are well authenticated cases of beat

ing and murder where resistance was

made.

My own opinion is that the widespread

destruction and violence that were part

of the Invasion of the allies, and even the

looting, was a lesson much needed to

the Chinese to the effect that the foreign

devil, like the worm, will turn. I believe

there will be less loss of life and less suf

fering In the end for the very' violence of

the first assault by the powers.

Here we have the correspondent of

a great republican paper advocating

"barbarities that would put an

Apache Indian to shame"—because

without such barbarities ("unless we

pursue in the Philippines the allies'

policy in China") "the Filipinos will

not be conquered for 50 years!"

Three years ago the republican

press of the United States looked

with horror upon "Butcher Weyler,"

yet Weyler never committed half the

atrocities which imperialists now

openly say the United States must

commit in order to force the "bless

ings of liberty" upon the Filipinos.

LEE MERIWETHER.

A LETTER FROM THE PHILIP

PINES.

An extract from a letter written by W. A.

Whitman, troop A, Eleventh cavalry, from

Pagsanghan, Laguna province, Luzon,

under date of Dec. 9, to his sister. Mrs. H.

C. Garten, as published In Newton (Kan.)

Weekly Journal.

We have been at this camp since

May; will probably stay here until
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we start home. It is the best small

town on the island; what I mean by

that is there are more rich and well-

educated people in this town than in

any other. The people of this town

have as pood an education in Span

ish and Tagal as the inhabitants of

a town of similar size in the United

States have in English, and quite a

number can talk French and Latin,

but the country people are very ig

norant, and also very poor. Only a

very few can speak any Spanish at

all, and then only a few words.

They earn a living by working in

the cocoanut groves, which comprise

the greater part of this province.

Although there are some very nice

fields of rice which give employment

to a small part of the popula

tion. The people that own the land

live in towns, and the work is done

with hired help. The cocoanut groves

yield about 1j per cent, on the money

invested after all expense is paid.

The rice abovit eight per cent. To

grow rice requires about three times

as much labor as it does to raise

wheat.

There is quite a bit of coffee raised

in this province. It grows wiH

where the land is uncultivated. The

coffee is small, but of good quality.

There is at present a big feast in

progress in this town. It lasts until

the 13th of December, or four days.

It is a grand sight to see the pro

cession on their way to and from

the church. They are mostly all

dressed in white, except the richer

class of women have black silk skirts.

Their clothes are as white and spot

less as snow. Most of their faces are

well besmeared with white face pow

der. Most all of the women wear

face veils. Most of the inhabitants

are a mixed breed, Filipino, Spanish,

Chinese and Japanese. I think every

Filipino in town wants independ

ence. They are proud and don't like

to be dictated to by anybody. They

like to dance, and most of them are

good dancers, and about one-fourth

of them can play string music; lots

of boys ten or twelve years old are

good violinists.

There is quite a number of native

stores in town ' where the soldiers

have been able to get credit from

one payday to another, and until

the last three months the boys paid

very well. The natives got the be

lief that the cavalry would pay their

debts, so they trusted them once too

often. The boys went in debt very

heavily, and when pay day came

over half of them would pay nothing.

I know one woman that had $1,200

on her books and collected only

$400; another had $500 coming and

only got $50. Most of it was for

ham sandwiches and cheese, butter,

canned goods and beer. So you see

they have lost their respect for

American integrity, especially among

soldiers. It is a shame. If the sol

diers had conducted themselves as

well here as they did at home when

civilians, the war would have been

over long ago. But because the uni

form of a soldier or an officer gives

them the advantage of the native,

they have in many cases, yes, thou

sands of them, abused the confidence

and also the personal rights of the

better class of native citizens. The

officers are often found wanting in

honor and manhood as well as the

private.

THE CHURCH OF THE FUTURE.

An extract from "The Religion of

Democracy," by Charles Ferguson. Pub

lished by Funk & Wagnalls Company, New

York. This book was reviewed in The

Public of February 9.

All things grow from the seed—noth

ing is created out of nothing. The

future comes out of the past, and the

seed is not quickened, except it die.

The new Church will come out of the

old Church, when the seed is ready for

the furrow—when a little podded

sect, stands read3' in its heart to die.

Three notes and signs, which char

acterize—yes, constitute—the existing

sects, will characterize and constitute

the Church of the future by their un

precedented absence. The three es-

sentialnotesof asect are the attempted

establishment of the sacred in separa

tion from the secular, of good people

in separation from bad people, and of

true propositions in separation from

false. The rise of the new Catholicism

is in the dawning conclusion thatthese

distinctions, in so far as they are fre

quent and fruitful, are self-vindicatory,

and do not need to be institutionalized

or established. The risk of losing the

eternal things iD the temporal things,

of contaminating the good by the

touch of the evil, of missing the real

ity through too earnest a regard of

the phenomenon—this is the intrinsic

and inevitable risk of faith, the trial

and task of those who would live in

the real world and build the City of

the Soul. It is the faith of the religion

of the Incarnation that the risks are

not losses; that it is good to break

the barriers and live out dangerously

into the world.

The Church shall discover the eter

nal in the flesh. It shall understand

that civilization is the sum of all sacra

ments and the supreme and most inti

mate test of the spirits of men. It

shall see in the problem of labor and

bread the involute of every spiritual

and eternal issue. The Church shall

engross itself in materials, in the hu

manities, the courtesies and the arts.

It shall work a new orientation of the

common law, stifling the legal point of

view from property to persons, destroy

ing the fetish of capital and denying

the capitalist a hearing save as a mem

ber of the fraternity of work.

It shall be disclosed that God has so

framed this tangible world that it will

respond only to the communion and

unanimity of men—balking and con

fusing all science and art, all labor

and commerce save such a-s is accom

plished in love and faith. The building

of the world city will be seen to be the

goal of history—unattainable save

through mighty regenerations and

and redemptions. The nations hither

to have been the serfs of nature, "ad-

scripti glebae." thralled and cumbered

in the clod. The earth has possessed the

people, and history ha* been mainly a

gloss upon economies. The programme

of the new era is to put the people in

possession of the earth—to put the

whole people in possession of the whole

earth.

So much for the first note of the re

surgent Church—its sacred and eter

nal secula.rity.

Second ly, the Church will utterly

shatter the caste of goodness and defi

nitely abandon the attempt to mark

a distinction between good persons and

the bad. Its saerements must be of

fered to all the humble and child-heart

ed without any kind of stipulation of •

conformity or faintest implication of

special sanctity. The Church will re

fuse to exercise what is called spirit

ual discipline, and it will jealously

guard its officers from the imputation

of being particularly pious.

For to be particularly pious is not

merely pharisaic, it is flat paganism; it

savors of the siege of Troy and the

platitudes of Greek philosophers; it is

flying in the face of Christianity and

making the clergy and all the commu

nicants a jest.

According to Christianity, goodness

is not a thing for which a man ought

to be publicly marked and praised, but

a thing for which he should be privately

congratulated. Christianity has no

economy of certificated virtues; it does

not deal in medals and diplomas. It

sets up no model, pattern, paragon or

celestial fashion-plate. Its ideal good

ness is ineffably good, because, with

unfaltering sweetness and strength,
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it confounds itself incontinently in the

bad.

The Church, will regard itself as con

stitutionally coterminous with secular

society. The point is not that the

Church will strive to reach the very

low and bad people—it has been trying

to do that for a long time, with cu

rious and confused results; the point

is that at last the dead-set to save souls

will be abandoned; and; instead of

keeping up the haggard, weary chase,

the Church will simply assume both

the pursuers and the pursued—regard

ing them all alike as equal constituents

of the commonwealth.

The religion of democracy takes in

all the people without exception, not

because it is indifferent to moral and

spiritual distinctions, and not because

it holds that men are naturally good,

or even that everybody is sure to be

saved. It is not because it makes light

of the eternal and tragic issue between

Jerusalem and Babylon, but because it

would give its whole soul to that issue,

that it has written upon its doorposts

and the footpace of its altar: Judge

not. Unto this last, and He was made

sin.

And in the -third place, the Church

will abandon the attempt to truss up

and underpin the Truth, and will, on

the contrary, repose in quiet strength

upon those sills and girders of the uni

versal frame which have been or here

after shall be discovered. It will ap

pear that the Truth is not a sacred de

posit to be kept in a box under guard

of priestly seneschals, but a. living, tre

mendous Thing—able to take care of

Itself as well as of all who will trust

it. Such is obviously the case with the

truth of physics; so it is also with the

truth of metaphysics.

OUR SYSTEM OF TAXATION.

Old Sam Head made his millions run

ning department stores. His method

was simple. He would buy a building

or take a long lease in the best part of

a town. Then he would divide it up,

allotting the front to fancy goods, the

center to dry goods and the rear to

groceries. He would entice merchants

to hire of him sections of the store.

He furnished light, heat, elevator serv

ice, detectives, caretakers for the

building and cleaners for the aisles.

For the best situations he charged the

highest price, but being a good na-

tured fellow, he gave a peanut, man the

privilege, for nothing, to sell his wares

on the sidewalk.

One day he suddenly disappeared,

and the boys took up the business. Wood

Head, who was an observing fellow,

took a point from the ways our cities

are run. and reversed the old man's

methods. He charged a fee for bring

ing goods into the store and appointed

officers who received the dues as they

passed the door. Some of these fees

were on the value of the goods, and

some of them a fixed price for each

article. He argued that, although this

required a considerable number of offi

cials, the customers who purchased

goods never noticed that there was

such a change, and the income de

rived from it relieved the seller of the

goods from a part of his fees for the

ground rent.

In addition to this, it induced someof

the storekeepers to sta»t making man

ufactures of their own, which seemed

to make a demand for floor space; yet

somehow, the receipts fell off and the

store did not seem to be prospering.

Another brother. Bill Head, said the

best thing to do would be to charge

every customer who came to do busi

ness a fee based upon his estimated in

come. Customers seemed to object to

this, and would never give their in

comes correctly. They were dishonest .

But Bill insisted that the principle was

a just and fair one. He said "they pay

according to their abilities."

Dick Head said he believed in inter

nal revenue, and instituted a tax on all

corsets worn in the store. He said cor

sets were injurious, anyhow. This tax

was constantly evaded, however, by

unscrupulous women, who said they

wore only waists. The young men es

pecially objected to being examined as

to whether they wore corsets. Sharp

Head, who was a far-sighted sort

of chap, seeing that his brother's

plans were not working as well as

they might, and that a change in

the management was bound to come,

induced them to give him a lease

(which he duly recorded) of the eleva

tors, and charged everybody for going

up or down. He put in an improved ele

vator, and pointed out to the firm what

a public service he had done.

Big Head, taking a point from him,

got a similar franchise for supplying

light, and as he had not the capital to

put in the electric lights that were

needed, he got an agreement out of

the concern that they would give him

bonds for an amount sufficient to cover

the actual cost of putting in an elec

tric light plant, and he should charge

a moderate fee for the service.

The custom of the store, however,

seemed to be dwindling, and it was

necessary to devise some new methods

of raising revenue. A conference of

the brothers decided that a proper

source would be a small charge for the

water in the drinking fonts and the

lavatories. By a happy inspiration,

the firm also sold outright the exclu

sive privilege of supplying heat to the

building, for which every storekeeper

ha.d to pay in accordance with the

amount of floor space he occupied.

This brought in a large sum which

kept the firm going for some time.

Nevertheless, the business declined.

Wood Head now admitted that his

tariff on goods coming in was not work

ing well, as it did not bring enough rev

enue. He claimed that it had done

its workby establishing industries, and

that it would now be well to establish

licenses to do business. He urged that

those departments which sold soda wa

ter and other things that people did

not need, ought to pay for the priv

ilege; that if customers did not wish

to be taxed, the3- should not buy these

things.

Bill Head stuck to his income tax;

but as it was very difficult to collect,

he consented to modify it so that only

the merchant should pay it. On these,

however, he made them swear to the

amount of their profits, or rather for

the most part, swear that there were

none.

Wood Head said that, in his opinion.

Sharp and Big were making all the

money that was in the business, and

that the wise thing would be to charge

them a fee for the privilege they had.

These plans, however, were of no

avail, and the brothers despairingly

concluded that there could be no nat

ural and scientific plan of taxation,

and made an assignment.—Bolton Hall,

in Johnstown (Pa.) Democrat.

A FILIPINO'S PLEA FOR LIBERTY.

Extracts from an address delivered by'

Senor Sixto Lopez before a citizens' mass

meeting in the New Century hall in Phila

delphia, on the evening1 of March 12.

The question of importance to the

people of both America and the Phil

ippines is not whether certain things

we're done which many persons think

ought not to have been done. It is

not whether certain promises were

made, or alliances entered into.

These questions are interesting and

important, but they relate to the

past. The question of vital interest

has to do with the present and the

future-—it is the question of Philip

pine independence.

There are two aspects in which this

question can be viewed—that of right,

and that of fitness. Have the Fili

pinos a right to independence? Are

they fit for independent self-govern

ment? An affirmative answer to

either or both of these questions will
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settle those of subsidiary interest to

which I have briefly referred.

Are the Filipinos fit for independ

ence? Who has a right to be the

judge? That is a question to which

there is but one answer, namely: the

Filipinos themselves. Let it once be

established as a precedent that Amer

ica or any other nation has the right

to judge of another people's fitness

for independence, and not only w^i

the fundamental principles of human

liberty be uprooted, but every weak

and struggling nation will be placed

at the mercy of the powerful and

despotic. Had England the right to

judge of the American colonists' fit

ness for independence? Has Russia

the right to judge of Poland's or Fin

land's or Bulgaria's fitness for inde

pendence? Has England the right to

judge of India's or Egypt's fitness

for independence? I do not believe

that there is a man in this audience,

or in the whole of America, who will

give an affirmative reply to these

cjuestions. Then I beg, on behalf of

the Filipinos, to add one more ques-'

tion: Has America the right to judge

of the Filipinos' fitness for independ

ence? You cannot answer the former

question and escape the latter. You

may try to evade it; you may seek

to arouse passion in order to ~-ind

the reason and stifle conscience; you

may appeal to a ialse conception of

patriotism as to the "hauling down

of the flag;" you may attempt to

dazzle the mind with glowing pictures

of the richness of the acquisition and

the spoils to be gained; you may talk

of "benevolence;" of "destiny;" of

"Providence;" of "world power," or

of anything else in the heavens

above or the earth beneath, but you

cannot deny, without also denying

your own principles, that the Fili

pinos, like the Americans, are, and of

right ought to be, the sole judges

of their own fitness for independ

ence. ... -

You will observe that thus far I

have been endeavoring to show that

the Filipinos are fit for independent

self-government. But I cannot allow

this or any other opportunity to pass

without reaffirming, on behalf of my

countrymen, their right to independ

ence. For we Filipinos "believe

these truths to be self-evident: that

all men are created equal, that they

are endowed by their Creator with

certain unalienable rights. . . .

That to secure these rights govern

ments are instituted among men, de

riving their just powers," not from

foreign nations, or by conquest or

purchase, but "from the consent of

the governed.'" These are truths

which apply not merely to some men,

or to white men—not solely to Anglo-

Saxon or to European, but to all men.

They are truths from which you can

not depart without denying your own

principles, and doing injury to the

progress of liberty and civilization.

The man who undertakes to write a

constitution and to frame laws for a

foreign people without their consent,

or against it, places a crown upon his

own head. The divine right of kings,

except in so far as it comes from the

divine right of tne people, is a myth

which became ill and feeble in 1776,

and which is now endeavoring to

recruit its shattered health in Ger

many and liussia. Liberty itself is the

divine right. Liberty, according to

that sublime Mosaic allegory, was

conferred upon our first parents.

That liberty implied the power to do

wrong. If the Eternal had been no

wiser than some men, He would have

made Adam and Eve and the human

race in the form of a machine, and

ruled them by some such method as

it is proposed to rule the Filipinos.

But God in His wisdom knew that

moral strength can come only by per

sonal endeavor, that wisdom is bought

with experience often bitter, and that

virtue itself is born of trial and suf

fering. So, too, if the Filipinos are

to succeed, if they are to become a

free and independent nation, they

must be free to stumble, and to gain

their experience, their strength and

their wisdom, as all men and nations

have gained them.

The process of national nursing and

spoonfeeding has always been, and

always will be, a failure. God has

trusted man with freedom to work

out his own salvation. But petty

kings and potentates have always

feared to trust the people with the

exercise of the divine right of liber

ty. Yet this great nation has stood

before the world for more than a

hundred years, a mighty testimony

to the truth that the best govern

ment is that which derives its just

powers from the consent of the gov

erned. Will you depart from this

wTorld-inspiring position for the sake

of a few islands in the orient? Will

you write the fathers of your na

tion down as Utopian theorists for

the sake of obtaining lands which

you and your descendants may never

set foot upon? Will you depart from

that noble mission as the greatest

apostle and exponent of liberty, the

sustainer of the charter of human

rights which made kings and princes

to tremble, and which changed the

destiny of a world, in order to obtain

the worthless remnant of possessions

which European greed has by chance

overlooked?

I cannot understand how any Amer

ican who justly prides himself upon-

his country's great achievement, and

upon the principles by which it is-

sustained—how such an American can

walk through Independence hall and

read that charter of human liberty

•—the greatest ever penned—and then

throw in his lot and his influence-

with those who are vainly seeking

to subjugate by force of arms a

people who are intelligent enough to

desire independence, and brave

enough to fight for it. For, a Filipino-

who did not prize liberty above ev

erything else in the world would not

stand up to fight against this mighty

nation, with its illimitable wealth and

power. . . .

But my mission in this country is-

not only to tell the truth about the-

Philippines, but, as I have frequently

stated, to obtain peace. I should,

therefore, be glad if you will permit

me to state what I conceive to be the-

way out of this present difficulty. It

may be summed up in one phraser

Do unto us as you desired that

George the Third should do unto you.

Be great enough to determine to do-

right, no matter what may be thought

or said by other nations who are too-

busy doing wrong to ever regard it

as dignified to do right. Admit that

the Filipinos have the same rights

which you yourselves enjoy. Admit

that there have been mutual misun

derstandings. If wrong has been

done, admit that also, and rectify it.

It is nobler to admit a wrong than

to persist in it. Had congress de

clared intentions with regard to the-

Philippines, conformable with Phil-

lippine independence, the clash of

arms would have been heard no more,

and strife would have ceased be

tween two peoples who ought never

to have been other than friends. Let

the Filipinos reestablish the govern

ment which they had instituted with

the consent of the governed; take

whatever means are necessary to-

protect your interests, and to dis

charge your international obligations.

You will then be surprised, though

perhaps it will not be a surprise to

some, to find that all your fears

about anarchy and disunity and fail

ure will have proved to be groundless.

Another example will have been given

to kings, showing that the people

may be trusted to govern themselves,

and we shall be able to look up at
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"Old Glory," knowing that it is the

symbol of liberty—liberty, not only

to this people, but to all mankind.

COCK ROBIN'S SLAYER.

For The Public.

" 'Who killed Cock Robin?'

'I,' said the sparrow,

'With my bow and arrow,—

I killed cock robin.' "

So sang Mother Goose,

With her tongue running loose,

But she either was blind as a bat,

Or she'll need your last prayer,

For cock robin's slayer

Was the girl with the bird In her hat.

And never forget,

She Is wearing it yet!

Some butcher may write her a sonnet;

But a poet would urge,

First, a funeral dirge,

Apropos of the corpse on her bonnet.

From meadow and grove,

O, merciful Jove!

To a civilized planet afar,

Take thy sweet birds unslaln,

Let the slaughtered remain

To remind us how barb'rous we are.

ROBERT CUMMING.

There is a part of London known as

the Inner Belt. It lies outsitfe the

limits of the city, and within the sub

urbs. This is the part, in East Lon

don especially, but also in other parts,

which suffers most from overcrowding.

The working class must be within easy

reach of their work. Nearly all the in

dustries, factories and works are sit

uated in East London and in South Lon

don, so that in the former the Inner

Belt extends as far as the river Lea.

The overcrowding in some parts, fn

Spitalflelds for instance, is so terrible

that beds, not rooms, are rented; that

children have to sleep under the beds;

that a person who is on night duty

will rent a bed by the day, while an

other sleeps in it at night; that the

day is even divided into three watches

of eight hours each, the bed being

rented by three persons who occupy it

each for eight hours.—Sir Walter Be-

sant, in January Century.

FREE TRADE POINTS.

For The Public.

In his "Critical Period of American

History" (Chap. IV., p. 1B4), John

Fiske says:

The simple principle that when two par

ties trade both must be gainers, or one

would soon stop trading, was generally

lost sight of; and most commercial legis

lation proceeded upon the theory that In

trade, as in gambling or betting, what

the one party gains the other must lose.

On the following page Mr. Fiske re

marks with one of his characteristic

parentheses:

The sturdy race of smugglers—those de

spised pioneers of a higher civilization-

thrived In defiance of kings and parlia

ments.

Many exchanges have printed a para

graph announcing that the daily pop

ulation of the Equitable building in

New York is 3,100, and that the mail

averages about 18.000 pieces a day.

This record is outstripped by several

buildings in this city, notably the

, Monadnock block, which at present has

a daily population of close to if not

quite 5.000. So vast is the postal busi

ness of this human hive that it was

found necessary to establish on the

main floor a branch post office with

four mail carriers. The Monadnock

block is 400 feet long, 70 feet wide, 10

stories high at one end and 17 at the

other, and has in all 1.200 offices. In

one day over 20,000 persons passed

through the Jackson boulevard en

trance alone.—Chicago Chronicle.

Miss Sensitive—"Oh, why doesn't

the president do something to relieve

the unhappy conditions in the Phil

ippines? Our poor soldiers are dy

ing or becoming insane; and the un

fortunate Filipinos are being im

prisoned or torn away from their

families, and sent to desert islands.

The—

Miss Factly—Oh, you are too un

reasonable for anything! What can

good Mr. McKinley do? You talk as

if he had as much power as Mr. Mor

gan! •

G. T. E.

Kind Old Lady—Why, my child, you

must be nearly frozen.

Little Shivering Oliver—Yes'm. I had

a soft job down ter de thee-ayter. but

de S'ciety Pervenshin Cruelty ter Kids

got me fired.

McHanna—Yes, we certainly should

be pardoned for feeling somewhat

elated over our success in the Phil

ippines.

Hannamack—Especially when it is

remembered that while the Spaniards

in two hundred years of warfare,

were unable to overcome the natives,

we, in no more than one-hundredth of

that time, have overcome them and

ended their insurrection time and

again.

G. T. E.

Beetz—I saw Mr. Carnegie, but he

refused to assist me.

Optimitz—You should feel gratified,

man! He probably thought you

were too intelligent to need a library.

G. T. E.

BOOK N0TI0EB.

The Philippine Information society,

which aims to place "within the reach of

the American people the most reliable and

authoritative evidence attainable in regard

to the people of the Philippine islands and

our relations to them," has issued the

sixth number of Its first series of publica

tions. "Hollo, an Episode of January, 1899,

and Strained Relations in Manila" (Bos

ton: L. K. Fuller, secretary, 12 Otia Place.

Price, 10 cents), containing the documen

tary history of the circumstances under

which President McKinley declared war

against the Filipino republic six weeks be

fore the outbreak of hostilities. The doci -

ments consist chiefly of the president's

war proclamation of December 21, 1898, and

correspondence between Gens. Otis and

Miller, showing the impatience oi the lat

ter to open fire and the anxiety of the for

mer to wait until the time was ripe. This

number of the Information society's pub

lications, like all that have preceded, Is

entirely non-partisan. It consists of noth

ing but official documents, connected with

colorless explanations, and it comprises all

the documents that are available. It is an

invaluable contribution to the ready refer

ence literature of the Philippine question.

The seventh number of the same series

also is out. It deals with the efforts of

the Filipinos to make peace.

From Slavery to Freedom (Aurora, 111.:

Charles H. Davies.. Price, $2.00), by Charles

H. Davies, Is a sociological treatise. For a

book In which so many good things are

so well said, Its imperfect arrangement

and its lack of unity are disturbing. These

defects in construction, however, corre

spond with what we should regard as de

fects in the author's philosophy. Taken

point by point, very much of the philos

ophy is sound and clear, and sustained by

strong and pointed arguments. But there

is such a lack of correlation that the

treatise becomes little more, in our judg

ment, than a disordered collection of

thoughts of varying value. Mr. Davies

makes at one point an excellent refutation

of the atheistic theory that human prog

ress is the resultant of a fierce struggle

for existence. But, calling that struggle

"competition," he is misled, by the am

biguity of his term, into supposing that his

preceding arguments are applicable to in

dustrial competition. The truth is, as he

himself, with his evident faculty for log

ical demonstration, would doubtless have

concluded but for his slip in confusing

terms, that the industrial concept to which

the term "competition" Is applied—that

competition which is really "the life of

trade"—is In no sense akin to the con

cept of a fierce struggle for existence. The

Industrial correspondent of the latter con

cept is rivalry between conflicting monop

olies, not competition among equal traders.

Industrial competition is best defined as

"free bargaining among free men." When

so understood, the theory that it Involves

a fierce struggle for existence loses all

plausibility. So far from resulting in the

survival of the strongest, it results in the.

leadership of the most useful. They set

the pace. To assume that the leadership

of the most useful can possibly Injure any

body Is to get close to the verge of the

absurd. There Is In Mr. Davles's book,

however, a refreshing loyalty to the doc-
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trine that private property Is a right rest

ing upon production, and that social ques

tions involve something more precise than

loose ended sentimentality. Those quali

ties of the book command respect for all

he says. Its rugged spirit is expressed In

this quotation from it: "The irrepressible

conflict must always be between right and

wrong."

FEBRUARY MAGAZINES.

—Love's Medical Mirror, for February, J.
N. Love, M. D., editor and owner, 49 W. 44th
St., New York. Ten cents a copy ; ?1 a year.

—Bellamy Review, for Februarv. pub

lished by the Socialist Publishing Co., 23
East 23d St.. Kearney, Neb. Five cents a

copy; 50 cents a year.

MARCH MAGAZINES.

—Public Libraries, published by the Li
brary Bureau. 215 Madison St., Chicago.

No price mentioned.

—The Peacemaker, published by the Uni
versal Peace Union, 1306 Arch st., Phila

delphia. Five cents a copy; $1 a year.

-The Social Gospel, edited by Ralph Al-
bertson and James P. Kelley and published
by the Social Gospel Co., South Jamesporl.

N. Y. Ten cents a copy: $1 a year.

—The Criterion (New York: The Cri
terion Publication Co. Ten cents a copy:
Jl a year) begins a series of papers on "One
Century of the Drama," by Charles Henry

Meltzer.

—Southern Farm Magazine for March
(Baltimore: Manufacturers' Record Pub
lishing Co. Yearly, SI; per copy, 10 cents),
begins its ninth year with a prize article

by Samuel Rau. on the relation of south

ern manufactures to farming.

—Sorlbnor's Magazine (New York:
Charles Seribner & Sons. Price, 25 cents:
$3 a year), has an interesting article by
Brander Matthews on the English lan
guage In America, and an enlightening one

by Thomas F. Millard on the Chinese set

tlement.

—The Social Crusader (Chicago: The So
cial Crusade. Ashland block. Five cents a
copy; 50 cents a year) continues the ex
cellent condensation by Marlon Craig
Wentworth of Herron's lectures. In quot

ing from Henry George it misplaces him In

economic classification.

—The American Monthly Review of Re
views (New York: Review of Reviews Co.
Yearly, S2.60; per copy, 25 cents), in Its
March number, offers a character sketch
of Edward VII.. by W. T. Stead, and a pa
per by John R. Commons, proposing a new

way of settling labor disputes.

—The Iron Molders' Journal (Cincinnati:
Iron Molders Union of North America.
Five cents a copy; 50 cents a year) gives
detailed report of Cleveland conference
between the National Founders' associa
tion and the Iron Molders' union. The
technical article is on a patent skimgate.

—Locomotive Fireman's Magazine (no
visible imprint), leads with an illustrated
study of New York tenement house life,
by Henry White, the general secretary of
the garment workers' organization,
and is replete with Interesting economic,

technical, educational and literary matter.

—The Cosmopolitan (New York: John
Brlsben Walker. Price, yearly, $1; per
number, ten cents) emphasizes an article
by Sir Robert Hart in explanation of the
Boxer movement in China, and contains
also an article on the Philippine question
by George Frederick Seward, and one on
public ownership by Prof. Ely.

—The International Socialist Review
(Chicago: Charles H. Kerr & Co., 56 Fifth
ave.), besides department contribution by
Prof. Herron on socialism and religion,
and Max S. Hayes on the world of labor,
begins the story of "The Charity Girl."
by Caroline H. Pemberton, author of
Stephen the Black, and prints a poem on
the "Joy of Work" by Ernest H. Crosby.

—The Open Court for March (Chicago:
The Open Court Publishing Co., London;
Kegan Paul. French, Trubner & Co., Ltd.
Yearly, $1; per copy, 10 cents), begins with
a brief but comprehensive essay by C. C.
Bonney. on the province of government, in
which Mr. Bonney takes a stand for the
doctrine that right and wrong in the social

world are not dependent, as certain modem
sociological philosophers contend, upon
time, place and1 circumstances. The editor,
Dr. Paul Carus, writes on our relations to
Cuba, Puerto Rico and the Philippines, and
also on the Old Testament in the light of

science.

The edition of "The Public" this week ii 6,000.
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