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The free trade speech, of the late

President McKinley, made at Buffalo

upon the eve of his assassination, and

in the presence as it afterward ap

peared of the man who on the follow

ing day took his life, was forgotten in

the excitement of the tragedy. It is

recalled by the adverse action of the

reciprocity conference which met at

Washington last week.

There w^re many phrases and sen

timents in that speech to which thor

oughgoing free traders would take

exception. But considering Mr. Mc-

Kinley's previous record as an un

compromising protectionist, who re

garded every dollar of exportation as

a sign of prosperity, and every dollar

of importation, gold alone excepted,

as a calamity, the speech, as a whole,

gave evidence of a dawning recogni

tion of the true nature of trade.

In many respects the tariff fight

in the United States has resembled

that of England. The same greedy de

mands and absurd arguments have

been made for protection here as

there. The same play upon words in

calling it "the British policy" there

and "the American policy" here, in

order to catch the votes of groundling

patriots, is familiar to readers of po

litical history. The same juggling

with "protection," which means re

striction of trade, and "reciprocity,"

which means freer trade, is a charac

teristic of the old British contro

versy . which has been adopted here.

And when Mr. McKinley, the foster

father of American protectionism,

spoke as he did at Buffalo, it seemed

as if we might he about to repeat in

this country, upon the heels of great

protection triumphs in politics, the

experience of England when Sir Bob-

ert Peel celebrated the last protection

victory there by becoming a convert to

free trade.

In his Buffalo speech Mr. McKinley

declared that—

isolation, is no longer possible or de

sirable.

That sentiment differs from sound

free trade doctrine only in its assump

tion that isolation ever was or could

be desirable. "God and man have

linked the nations together," he pro

ceeded, and—

no nation can longer be indifferent to

any other.

That is free trade and not protection

doctrine. It is strangely out of tune'

with the doctrine once proclaimed by

the same lips that American labor can

thrive only at the expense of the

starvation of labor abroad. But far

ther on in his Buffalo speech Mr. Mc

Kinley struck even a higher free trade

note:

A system which provides a mutual

exchange of commodities, is manifest

ly essential to the continued healthful

growth of our export trade.

And then, as if by inspiration, he

gave expression to one of the econom

ic commonplaces of free trade:

We must not repose in fancied se

curity that we can forever sell every

thing and buy little or nothing.

He clinched this with an ethical com

monplace of the same fraternal doc

trine:

If such a thing were possible, it

would not be best for us nor for those

with whom we deal.

His final message upon the subject

was this:

Commercial wars are unprofitable.

A policy of good will and friendly trade

relations will prevent reprisals. Reci

procity treaties are in harmony with

the spirit of the times; measuresof re

taliation are not. If perchance some

of our tariffs are no longer needed for

revenue or to encourage and protect

our industries at home, why should

they not be employed to extend and

promote our markets abroad?

Interpreting all these phrases, they

mean, if they were intended to have

any meaning at all, that the protec

tion regime is at an end, and by the

device of reciprocity treaties a regime

of freer and freer trade must begin.

But the reciprocity conference of

manufacturers at Washington is not

in accord with that policy. It is in fa

vor of reciprocity, but of the reciproc

ity that prevents, not of that which

promotes mutual trade. While advo

cating reciprocity treaties, it demands

that these treaties shall admit no im

portations which might compete with

domestic products. As any conceiv

able kind of importation might com

pete with some American product,

this is a veiled protest against all im

ports. The delegates to the confer

ence were like the member of parlia

ment in Cobden's time, who, repre

senting a herring fishery constituency,

declared for free trade in everything

but herrings. Each delegate was for

reciprocity treaties admitting every

foreign product but such as would

compete with his own, the net result

being that the conference as a whole

has in effect opposed all foreign com

petition. This spirit was rebuked by

McKinley in his Buffalo speech when

he said:

The quest for trade isanincentive to

men of business to devise, invent, im

prove and economize in the cost of pro

duction. Business life, whether among

ourselves or with other people, is ever

a sharp struggle for success. It will be

none the less so in the future. Without

competition we would be clinging to

the clumsy and antequated processes

of farming and manufacture and the

methods of business of long ago, a-nd

the twentieth would be no further ad

vanced than the eighteenth century.

But though commercial competitors

we are, commercial enemies we must

not be.

The rumor noted two weeks ago, at

page 500, that the Chicago traction
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companies had invoked the federal

courts to grant an injunction

prohibiting the Illinois board of tax

equalization from executing the man

date of the supreme court of the state,

has proved to be true. As stated last,

week in our news columns (p. 520),

the United States circuit judge,

Grosscup, granted a restraining order

pending a hearing for an injunction.

The order has effected no practical

purpose in the litigation, for after

the hearing on the 21st the two fed

eral judges—Grosscup and Hum

phrey—denied the injunction. But

they denied it only on the ground that

the facts before them did not warrant

interference in this particular in

stance. Judge Grosscup, in announc

ing the decision, made no disclaimer

of the right of federal judges to issue

injunctions against the execution of

the tax laws of sovereign states.

On the contrary, in the course

of the argument he asserted this

right and in announcing the de

cision he assumed it. The decis

ion was directed solely to the

question of whether the facts in this

particular case justified an exercise

of a federal jurisdiction the existence

of which in cases of the kind was tak

en for granted.

There is in this decision, therefore,

an unpleasant significance. The per

sons sought to be restrained by the in-

junction constitute a state board,

and were acting under a state law,

with reference to state taxation, and

in obedience to the mandate of the

state supreme court. If a federal

question had been involved in that

decision, the orderly way of reversing

it would have been by taking the

whole case directly to the supreme

court of the United States. But here

we have the spectacle of an inferior

federal judge granting a restraining

order in the nature of an injunction,

and of two inferior federal judges as

suming and virtually asserting juris

diction over the question of issuing

an injunction, in effect though not in

form against the supreme court of

a state. Even if a federal question

were involved, this procedure would

be at least of doubtful propriety. But

when the vital question at issue is

the supremacy of the state in a matter

so distinctly local as state taxation, the

assumption of federal authority to is

sue the injunction or not as the mer

its of the case and not the constitu

tional relations of the states to the

general government might require,

is significant of further advance in

the direction of government by in

junction and of the subordination of

the domestic affairs of the states to

regulation by the great central or im

perial power.

In connection with the assessment

of corporations, the Chicago corpora

tions would have just cause to com

plain if in future they alone were to be

taxed on their franchise values while

the steam railroads and other monop

oly or public grant corporations es

caped. Yet there are indications that

the board intends in this way to favor

the steam railroads. In explanation

the chairman of the board is reported

as saying that^-

an assessment against capital stock

would have no effect on the corpora

tions organized outside the state, be

cause such an assessment could not be

collected. So, in order to put the out

side corporations on the same footing

with Illinois railroad companies, the

plan of making a heavy assessment

against the tangible property of all

companies and allowing the capital

stock to escape has come into use. It

has now been the custom for 30 years,

Mr. WoTks said, and he intimated that

he considered it the fairest plan that

has been devised for assessing the rail

roads.

Mr. Works may be right in his law,

that a tax on the capital stock of cor

porations organized outside the state

could not be collected; but, as the

board has learned from the supreme

court, thanks to the Chicago school

teachers, that it was mistaken in giv

ing the advantage of legal doubts and

repeated precedent s to street franchise

companies, it would be wisernoww-ere

it not so swift in giving the advantage

of other legal doubts and other

precedr-nts to the steam railroads. As

to "the plan of makinga heavy assess

ment against the tangible property

of all companies, and allowing the

capital stock to escape," the latter

part of the plan is notorious. The

capital stock is certainly allowed to

escape. But the former part of the

plan, "a heavy assessment against the

tangible property," has not been en

forced quite as rigorously as Mr.

Works implies. Even more positively

doubtful is the practice to which Mr.

Works refers. If he really thinks

this the fairest plan for assess

ing railroads he should take ele

mentary lessons in ethics. The

fairest plan would be the one which

exempted tangible property like

cars, rails, etc., from all taxation, and

taxed the value of public grants and

franchises which railroads own and

upon the strength of which they wa

ter their stock. Under existing laws

this cannot be done. But fairness de

mands that it be done to the fullest

extent which existing laws permit.

One recommendation in the report

of Gov. Taft, of the Philippines,

throws a ray of brilliant light upon

the true inwardness of the American

invasion in the Philippines. Gov.

Taft recommends that congress

amend the American empire act so as

to allow the sale of public lands and to

give more latitude in the matter of

granting franchises. He explains

that as the law now rests it works great

hardships upon thousands of ambi

tious Americans who have gone to the

Philippines to invest.

According to the report of the

third assistant postmaster general, as

foreshadowed by the press dispatches

from Washington, the postal deficit

this year, exclusive of the cost of

transportation over the Pacific roads,

whose accounts are still in process of

settlement, is $3,923,727. Mr. Mad

den complains bitterly of the pressure

upon the service of second-«lass mat

ter, saying that if the present rate of

increase continues it will soon con

sume most if not all of the revenue de

rived from other classes of postal mat

ter. He attributes about 50 per cent,

of this increase to publications which
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he asserts are not bona fide periodicals

of the second class. It would be in

teresting to know what Mr. Madden's

standard is. He has recently been ex

cluding from second-class rights pa

pers that areas much entitled to these

rights as others which use the mails

in far greater degree but are not dis

turbed; and it begins to look as if Mr.

Madden might be drawing the line at

papers which publish opinions with

which he is not in accord.

On the New York, New Haven &

Hartford railroad a strike is on, but

on the 21st the superintendent an

nounced:

All the men I want are coming in

fast. In fact, I can get more men than

I can take care of. To-morrow morn

ing every engine we have will be at

work, and we will clean up the yards.

What about the prosperity, then,

that everybody has been sharing? If

men are so hungry for jobs, jobs must

be scarce. Is this the "well enough"

that Senator Hanna is so urgent to

"let alone"?

George Kennan, the American

who was ejected from Russia last sum

mer, is not without sympathizers in

this country. But why sympathize

with him? He is a dangerouscharac-

ter in Russia. He wields a pen. As

some of our own statesmen are propos

ing to follow Russia's example in ex-

eluding foreigners whose pens are

dangerous, we must not be too incon

sistently sympathetic with Kennan.

EDITOEIAL 0ORBESPONDEN0E.

Cleveland, -Nov. 23.—Tom L. John

son's political victory in the city of

Cleveland last spring having been re

peated in the whole of Cuyahoga

county this fall, Cleveland is the cen

ter of renewed political importance.

The county victory proves by the

official returns to have been even more

complete than it at first appeared.

Not only* did the Johnson tax move

ment in this strong Republican coun

ty elect the Democratic legislative

ticket without an exception by ma

jorities averaging about 3,000, and the

county ticket with only one exception

—a short term judgeship,—but even

the Democratic candidate for gov

ernor, instead of coming within 73

of his Republican competitor, as at

first reported, was actually given a I

plurality of 115. As the Democrats

fell off on their state ticket every

where else except in the Democratic

county of Franklin, the home of Mr.

Kilbourne, the gubernatorial candi

date, Mr. Kilbourne's phenomenal

gain in the Republican county of

Cyuahoga—something like 3,000, as

against 700 in his own county—is a

significant tribute to Johnson's skill

as a political leader and the strength

of his tax movement as a political

issue.

The same energy in familiarizing

the people outside of Cuyahoga coun

ty with the fiscal questions that are

now common talk in Cleveland would

doubtless have produced a different

result in the state. Mr. Kilbourne in

stead of Mr. Nash might be governor-

elect; and the legislature might be

strongly and radically Democratic in

stead of overwhelmingly Republican.

But everything has its compensa

tions, and this instance is no excep

tion. Had the Democrats carried the

legislature, John R. McLean would

probably have bobbed up as the Dem

ocratic candidate for United States

senator. His county fell far back.

Its election returns are dismal read

ing for Democrats. But that would

have made no difference to McLean.

He would have entered the senatorial

contest with his "barrel," and might

have insured his election before the

Democraticconstituencies had learned

what manner of man he is. As things

have turned out, they will know more

about him before he gets a chance

to bid for the senatorial seat. Since,

therefore, he would be a possible

senator, were the legislature Demo

cratic, it is better for the Democrats

that the legislature is Republican.

As Johnson said in a public speech

during the campaign, if the choice

for senator lies between men like

Foraker and McLean, it is better

that Foraker shall win; for the Re

publicans will be responsible for him,

whereas the Democrats would be re

sponsible for McLean.

Something of the completeness of

the Democratic victory in Cuyahoga

county may be inferred from the fact

that, with the exception of three

members in 1883, the Democrats had

not elected a member of the legis

lature in forty-odd years, while at the

recent election an entire Democratic

delegation of 14 members was elected.

During the campaign, the Cuyahoga

Republicans were demoralized by the

Johnson tax issue; but they made a

sort of running-fire fight, mostly with

masked batteries—anonymous liter

ature—upon Mayor Johnson's admin

istration. One of their principal com

plaints, that which has attracted

most attention and is still a subject

of warm discussion, related to the

pardoning of convicts in the work

house.

The workhouse is the penal institu

tion of Cleveland. The police courts

of the city send offenders there whom

they convict of petty crimes, and the

mayor has the pardoning power. The

institution is under the immediate

direction of Harris R. Cooley, former

ly pastor of the Cedar Avenue Church

of the Disciples (C.ampbellite), and

now in Mayor Johnson's cabinet as

director of charities and correction.

Until the beginning of Johnson's

administration, the workhouse pris

oners were treated as such unfortu

nates are everywhere—as vicious

characters to be punished remorse

lessly if they have no "pull," and with

discriminating tenderness if they

have a "pull." This policy has been re

versed. "Pull" doesn't count, but

heart and gumption do.

Individual cases are carefully in

vestigated—not by mere offhand

questioning of the prisoner, as some

Clevelandites suppose, but in every

other available way before the ques

tioning begins. The questioning does

often seem as if it were superficial,

but in such cases the prisoner's rec

ord has been already procured, and

his answers are considered less with

reference to the information they

convey than to the light they throw

upon his own good faith and candor.

As compared with previous admin

istrations the pardons have been lib

eral and numerous. The "golden

rule" is one of the laws by which, in

respect of pardons, at any rate, the

Johnson administration is governed.

Some of the pious church people of

Cleveland seem to think that this

good old rule is intended only for ora

torical pulpit use, but Mayor John

son and Mr. Cooley, like Mayor Jones,

of Toledo, are trying to give it prac

tical application.

Under this golden rule policy the

number of persons pardoned since

Mayor Johnson came into office is 310.

It is very significant that of this large

number only 22 have been returned for

new offenses. That is only 7 per

cent, while the number returned

on new sentences after serving the

full penalty is estimated at 25 per

cent.

One pardon case was that of a

woman who had been sentenced to the
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workhouse 77 times, sometimes for in

toxication and sometimes for disorder

ly conduct, and who had fully served

workhouse sentences since 1877

amounting1 in the aggregate to 16

years. She had never been pardoned,

and when Director Cooley asked her

about the effect upon her of the full

enforcement of all thefse sentences she

said: "I don't think they've done me

very much good." He agreed with her.

The record showed that. He there

fore tried the virtue of a pardon, and

although she went out months ago she

has not yet come back.

Another case was that of a man who

had been sentenced 80 times for in

toxication. He had never been par

doned, but had served out every sen

tence to the full. It was evident

enough that workhouse discipline was

doing him no good, and the director

recommended his pardon. Tears came

into the old man's eyes when he

learned that for the first time in all

his weak and unhappy career an offi

cial with pardoning power had taken

a sympathetic interest in his misfor

tunes. But liquor had got the best of

him. He is now back under another

sentence for intoxication. This time,

however, he had remained out three

months, which was much longer than

his usual periods of freedom. His case

tends to show, therefore, that if the

pardon did not eradicate an inveterate

habit it was at any rate a little more

effective, even in a strictly practical

way, than unrelenting severity.

Illustrative of the callous inhu

manity of police justices in dealing

with routine cases of petty crime, the

records of Director Cooley show a

startling instance. It is the case of a

boy of 14. On the 2d of last July, in

anticipation of the glorious and gun-

powdery Fourth, he had hooked his

father's pistol and gone forth with

strenuous mien into the open country.

This was the extent of his of

fense. Arrested by a policeman and

brought into a police court, he was

sentenced by the justice to 30 days in

the workhouse and $50 fine with costs.

His case did not come to Director

Cooley's attention until some time in

the fall, when his prison sentence of

30 days had long since expired, and he

was kept behind the workhouse gate

because too poor to pay the fine. He

was promptly pardoned.

Another case was that of a man who,

while intoxicated, had committed a

petty theft. Arraigned in the police

court, he begged for mercy, and sen

tence was suspended. But two weeks

afterward he was again arrested. In

the course of a debauch he had stolen

two or three cheap tools from one

man, two or three cheap tools from an

other man, a pair of rubber boots from

a third, and an old shirt from a fourth.

For each of these offenses the police

justice sentenced him- to the full ex

tent of the law—30 days' imprison

ment in the workhouse and $25 fine

with costs for intoxication, and the

same for each of the four cases of

theft. The sentence aggregated five

months' imprisonment and $158.55 in

fines and costs—several times the

value of the stolen goods. After he

had served more than half the pre

scribed imprisonment he was par

doned.

This man, it will be noticed, had not

quite served the full term of imprison

ment imposed. Some of the Cleveland

pardons lessen the imprisonment

term, as in his case; but by far the

larger proportion of the pardons re

lease prisoners who are confined for

nothing but nonpayment of the pe

cuniary penalty. So far as there is any

rule in the matter, it is the rule to par

don when the prisoner is held only for

nonpayment of a fine; because in that

case Director Cooley and Mayor John

son regard him as being in prison not

for his crime, but for his poverty.

A peculiarly abhorrent effect of this

wretched fining system is illustrated

by the case of a young woman, only

19, an inmate of a dive and a "hope

less outcast." She had come under the

influence, while in the workhouse, of

an intelligently humane woman, who

succeeded in opening tier eyes to the

possibilities of a better life. After she

had worked out her sentence of 30

days' imprisonment she was still held

a prisoner for a fine and costs amount

ing to $26. The dive keeper offered to

lend her the amount, with the under

standing that she pay her fine and re

turn to the shelter of his vice-soaked

roof. What that offer meant needs no

explanation. In this particular case,

influenced by the humane woman who

had taken this fallen sister by the

hand, the girl refused her old master's

offer, preferring to remain a prisoner

for the debt. But the lesson of that

instance is that imprisonment in such

cases for fines actually brings legal

pressure to bear to confirm the vicious

life instead of reforming it.

Not only does Director Cooley rec

ommend pardons for those unfortu

nate inmates of the workhouse who

are more sinned against than sinning,

but he interests himself, where they

wish it, in their needs, and in this he is

aided by the Humane Society. An in

dication of the value of that line of

his work is afforded by the fact that

11 women pardoned from the work

house, where they were working out

penalties for being "hopeless out

casts" and for whom decent homes

have been found, are now living good

lives, with every indication that they

have radically reformed.

Toronto, Nov. 24.—The question of

prohibition is now uppermost in this

province of Canada, even as it is in

Manitoba.

What has quickened the question is

a decision of the king's privy council,

just announced. As most readers

know, the principle of the organiza

tion of the Dominion of Canada is the

reverse of that of the American Union.

The American Union is organized (or

was) by a federation of sovereign

states, so that power ascends from the

states, as units, upward to the general

government, all unexpressed powers

being reserved to the states. But the

Dominion is organized by a delegation

of powers from the general or imperial

power downward, all unexpressed

powers being reserved by the general

government. Thus the king and par

liament retain all powers not con

ferred upon the central government

of the Canadian Dominion, and the

government of the Dominion has tie

powers not conferred upon the prov

inces, which correspond to our states.

The provinces, though possessing the

dignity of states, bear much the same

relation to the Dominion with refer

ence to their powers that our coun

ties bear to their respective states.

Consequently, the validity of a provin

cial prohibitory law depends upon

whether the provinces are expressly

invested, either in terms or by impli

cation, with authority from above to

enact it, and not, as with us, upon

whether this power has been reserved.

The Icing's privy council in London is

the court of final appeal.

The prohibitory law which the privy

council has just sustained was enacted

by the provincial parliament of Man

itoba—a body which corresponds in

function with our state legislatures,

but is formed in imitation of the Brit

ish house of commons, under the lead

ership of a prime minister and

cabinet. This law absolutely prohibits

the sale of liquor at retail for a bev

erage. It was nullified by the Cana

dian courts as being beyond the pow

er of a provincial parliament to enact;

but as the deciaion of the British privy

council overrules the Canadian deci

sions, the prohibitory law of Manitoba

will now go into full operation.
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No such law exists in Toronto, the

capital of the province of Ontario. On

the surface of things, therefore, the

people of this province have no spe

cial interest in the Manitoba case. But

they are in fact peculiarly concerned.

For the party now in power here is

understood to be pledged to enact a

law like that of Manitoba. It has so

far successfully parried the demands

of the prohibitionists by referring to

the action of the Canadian courts nul

lifying the Manitoba act. But that ex

cuse will no longer serve. Under the

decision of the privy council the domi

nant party of Ontario is, in the ex

pressive vernacular of the smoking-

room, "■plumb up against it." Its lead

ers must deny their pledges, or repu

diate them, or skillfully evade them,

or become responsible for a prohibi

tory measure. Whichever horn of this

dilemma they choose, they are very

likely to be gored.

Dominion politics have reached that

stage, so familiar in the politics on our

side, where the party in power and

the party out of power are devoted,

one to the vicious principle and both

to the more vicious practice of pro

tection.

The party in power, the Liberals,

with Laurier at their head, were elect

ed, as President Cleveland was the

second time, upon the free trade side

of the tariff issue. Laurier is himself

a free trader. But, as President Roose

velt (see Poultney Bigelow in Contem

porary Review for October) declared

himself to be a Republican (with pro

tection) first and a free trader aft

erward, so the Laurier government of

Canada has turned out to be for the

government and "vested interests"

first, and for free trade some other

time.

To a political reform which may

prove, simple and modest as it ap

pears, to be potent and far reaching,

the legislative committee of the To

ronto city council has become foster

father. This is the system, familiar in

Australia, which is known as propor

tional representation. It gives repre

sentation in public bodies to public

policies in proportion to their popular

strength. Having that system in view,

the legislative committee of the To

ronto city council has reported in fa

vor of the following changes in the

city government:

(1) That the wards be abolished, and

the number of aldermen be reduced

from 24 to 12, to be elected from the

city at large on the Hare-Spence sys

tem of proportional representation.

(2) That the school trustees be re

duced from 24 to 12, and be elected in

the same manner.

This proposition has yet to be dealt

with in the council, but it is strongly

supported by the labor and social re

form organizations, which wield no

little influence in Toronto, and its

adoption is hoped for with confidence.

If put into operation, genuine minori

ty representation in the council would

be secured, and the example of Toron

to would doubtless be followed soon

on both sides of the line.

Toronto is distinguished as the

home of Goldwin Smith. Once profes

sor at Oxford university, where he was

the special instructor in history of the

present king of England, and later a

professor at Cornell university, where

he is the sole survivor of ten annual

lecturers appointed early in the his

tory of the institution, he is affection

ately regarded as a personal friend by

many men on both sides of the Atlan

tic who in their college days came

directly under his ministrations as

a teacher. A ripe scholar, he is re

spected wherever his name is known;

and that is wherever good English is

read. A man of broad but intelligent

sympathies, of high ideals, and of

democratic instincts, and withal a tire

less worker, he has contributed to the

development of democratic thought

in a degree which under any circum

stances would be extraordinary but

which to a man of his lifelong environ

ment is positively exceptional. Though

now in his eightieth year, his writings

are marked with the vigor of a man of

forty. His intellect is undimmed, his

physical powers are wonderfully pre

served, his energies do not flag, and

his interest in vital public questions is

still afire.

The home of Goldwin Smith is "The

Grange," a large, rambling house,

surrounded by spacious grounds,

where great old elms stand guard.

This house is the first ever built in

Toronto, dating back to 1817, when To

ronto was Little York. In its cozy

rooms the jolly good fellows of the old

Canadian ring, the "Family Com

pact," corrupt product of London's

Downing street, caroused and ruled.

Prof. Smith's characteristic sympa

thies are emphasized by a collection in

his dining-room here, of oil portraits,

copied from various portrait collec

tions, public and private, of the heroes

of the Cromwellian revolution.

Among the activities of this demo

cratic sage of two continents is a

regular editorial contribution to a

weekly paper — the Toronto Sun

—the general editorial writing for

which is done by Mr. Gregory,

a young Toronto lawyer, who is

in thorough sympathy with his chief.

Prof. Smith's contributions consist of

a weekly series of editorial para

graphs on the serious side of contem

poraneous history. Here he gives un

restrained expression to his views on

public questions, under the pseudonym

of "Bystander." Even those restraints

of a magazine article which are due

to limitations of subject, are absent

from these products of his editorial

pen. The Toronto Sun has a wide cir

culation and of course a great influ

ence.

It need hardly be added that Gold-

win Smith is too true an Englishman

to approve the British invasion of

Boer land, too friendly to America to

be complacent over the American in

vasion of the Philippines, too sound a

democrat to sympathize with the dom

inant plutocratic influences in British

and American politics which have pro

duced these two invasions, twin sisters

of imperial iniquity, and too brave a

man to evade censure by concealing

his opinions about them. L. F. P.

NEWS

When the news reports for our last

issue were written, Judge Grosscup,

the federal circuit judge for the cir

cuit which, includes Illinois, had is

sued a restraining order (p. 519) pro

hibiting the Illinois board of tax

equalization from obeying the man

date of the Illinois supreme court

with reference to the taxation of the

franchise values of two Chicago street

car companies. He had granted this

order pending the decision of amotion

for injunctions of like tenor in two

suits which these companies had

brought in the federal court, argu

ment upon the motions to be heard at

Springfield, before himselfand Judge

Humphrey, the district judge for the

Southern District of Illinois, on the

21st. Prior to the argument upon

that day, the city of Chicago made ap

plication to be allowed to join in the

defense in these injunction suits.

The reason it gave was that the plain

tiffs (the street car corporations), and

the defendants (the members of the

board of equalization), were acting in

collusion. The application was de

nied, upon the ground that no proof

of collusion appeared; but with an in

timation from the bench that if it

should appear in the future that the

city's rights were being jeopardized,
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it would be made a party. Upon the

denial of this application, argument

upon the motion for the injunctions

proceeded; and on the following day

the injunctions also were denied.

But the reason given for denying

the injunctions was that the applica

tion was premature, the board not

yet appearing to have made a dis

criminating assessment. The federal

judges accepted jurisdiction under

the fourteenth amendment to the fed

eral constitution, Judge Grosscup

saying:

Where a tax is threatened under a

law obnoxious to the constitution of

the United States or so discriminative

between taxpayers of the same class

as to be obviously the result of fraud,

and therefore unequal within the

meaning' of the fourteenth amend

ment to the Constitution of the Unit

ed States, resort may be had to the

federal courts in the first instance

where the remedy asked is the re-

traint of a ministerial act,- and es

pecially so where no issues are in

volved except those that arise under

the Constitution or laws of the Unit

ed States.

Having laid down that general prin

ciple of federal authority to regulate

state taxation, Judge Grosscup en

tered into an exposition of the merits

of the particular case, concluding

that—

the state courts could not have acted

differently in deciding the mandamus

suit.

The denial of the injunction was

therefore made with permission to

renew the application if the "board

of equalization, through pique or un

der the lash and spur of some power,

or through personal fear, or moved

by any other consideration than the

impartial and independent discharge

of its own duty, attempts to certify

an assessed valuation that in its effect

would be a fraud upon any taxpayer."

The federal judges would assume, he

said, that the board would be just, "as

the state wishes it to be. irrespective

of the past and without impartiality,"

until the contrary had appeared.

Immediately upon the announce

ment of this decision, which dissolved

the restraining order as matter of

course upon denying the injunction,

the board of equalization met and as

sessed, for the year 1900, the capital

stock of the two companies, the

"Union Traction" and the "Consoli

dated Traction" (for descriptions of

which see pp. 519-20). at $11,973.-

690 for the former and $15,505,177

for the latter. Following is a com

parison of these assessments with

those originally made for 1900 by the

board and those demanded by the

public school teachers, who contested

the original assessments:

Union ConsolidatedTraction. Traction.Original assessment....! 3,000,000 $ 600,000

Teachers' demand 74,022,600 19,800.000

Revised assessment.... 59,868,460 17,667,436

The full value assessment, therefore,

of these two corporations, is $77,525,-

885. But under the Illinois laws

property is taxed upon only one-fifth

of full value. Consequently the tax ba

sis is $15,505,177. This yields a total

taxation basis for 1900 for the 20 cor

porations against which the public

school teachers proceeded, the others

having been reassessed on the 20th

(p. 520), according to corrected fig

ures, of $32,733,457. The basis de

manded by the teachers when they be

gan their fight was $42,531,055, or

only $9,797,598 more than they

have now secured. How important

their victory is may be seen by con

sidering the probable increase of rev

enue from this source. The increase

to be paid for 1900 is estimated at $2.-

291.321. If made on the same basis

the tax for 1901 will be the same

amount, making a total increase for

the two years of $4,582,642. Of that

amount about $25,000 belongs to

the state and the remainder to Cook

county, Chicago's share of the in

crease aggregating about $570,000 a

year.

Questions of railroad consolidation

arc looming up concurrently with the

expansion of the tax question, theim-

mediate cause of this revival of oppo

sition to railway monopoly being the

purchase by the Northern Securities

Co., of New Jersey (p. 505), of the

stock of the Northern, the Burling

ton, the Northern Pacific and other

railroad systems controlling traffic

west of the Mississippi river. Imme

diately after this centralizing move^

ment became known. Gov. Van Sant,

of Minneapolis, announced his inten

tion of fighting it. In pursuit of this

purpose he has invited the governors

of all the affected states which have

laws like those of Minnesota prohib

iting the consolidation of parallel and

competing lines, to meet him in con

ference. He believes that the real

object of organizing the Northern Se

curities company, with power to buy

the stock of other companies, is to

evade the laws by accomplishing in a

round-about way the consolidation

which cannot 'be accomplished direct

ly because the laws forbid it: and he

says that when this purpose is under

stood by the courts the evasive pro

ceedings will be brushed aside and the

laws be carried out according to their

intent. Gov. Savage, of Nebraska,

has indicated his willingness to con

fer in response to Gov. Van Sant's re

quest, and to join in proceedings

against the railroad combination.

So have Gov. Geer of Oregon and Gov.

Toole of Montana. But no arrange

ment for the conference has yet been

effected. Irrespective, however, of

action by the other states, Gov. Van

Sant intends that Minnesota shall act.

He is now in conference with the at

torney general with a view to bringing

proceedings in the courts, and upon

consultation with senators and rep

resentatives has decided to convene

the legislature in extra session at a

time not yet decided upon.

That this activity in opposition to

further monopolization of the great

highways of the continent is disturb

ing the railway conspirators is prob

able from the fact that the presidents

of all the western railroad systems are

about to meet in special conference in

New York city. The date for their

meeting is December 5.

Another species of monopoly inter

ests found expression at the confer

ence on reciprocity, called by the Na

tional Association of Manufacturers

and which met at Washington (p.

521) onthe20th. Onefreetrade dele

gate, A. B. Farquhar, a Pennsylvania

manufacturer, struck a discordant

note. Almost without other excep

tion the sentiment of the convention

was against disturbing the tariff oth

erwise than by reciprocity treaties

which shall admit no imports that

would compete with domestic prod

ucts. Two series of resolutions were

adopted. One recommends to con

gress—

(1) the maintenance of the principle of

protection for the home market and

to open up by reciprocity opportuni

ties for increased foreign trade by

special modifications of the tariff in

special cases, but only where it can

be done without injury to any of our

home interests of manufacturing,

commerce or farming-; and (2) the

establishment of a reciprocity

commission, which shall be charged

with the duty of investigating tne

condition of any industry and report

ing the same to the executive and to

congress, for guidance in negotiating

reciprocal trade agreements.

The other resolution requests of con

gress—

(1) that a new department be created

to be called "the department of com
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merce and industries," the head of

which shall be a member of the presi

dent's cabinet. (2) That a reciprocity

commission be created as a bureau

part of this new department.

The Philippine situation carries

us from a contemplation of the ques

tion of commercial warfare at our na

tional capital to that of sanguinary

warfare in our oriental "possessions."

Two engagements are reported for the

week. One occurred on Bohol island,

where the Americans captured a

strongly fortified stockade by scaling

a precipice in the rear and surprising

the garrison, which in escaping was

exposed to a destructive fire from an

other American force. The other

engagement took place in Luzon, not

far from Cavite. As usual, the Fili

pinos were put to flight. Another

strong force of Filipinos has been dis

covered in Laguna province, Luzon,

under command of Gen. Caballas.

The force includes several American

Negroes. Eeports from Samar are

to the effect that although no sur

renders in large numbers have been

made, the inhabitants are evidently

suffering severely from hunger.

American gunboats with searchlights

guard the island coasts so closely that.

it is almost impossible to land any

food.

commandant, Uys, who had been

wounded.

Agninaldo is reported to have re

quested Gen. Chaffee, the American

military governor of the Philippines,

to allow him to go to the United

States this winter and explain the de

sires of the Filipino people to con

gress. He asks also that eight friends,

four of whom are prisoners at Guam

and four are prominent citizens of Ma

nila, be allowed to accompany him.

No response to this request is yet an

nounced.

From South Africa, only one nota

ble engagement between British and

Boers is reported. It took place on

the 20th, and was not reported by

Lord Kitchener until the 23d. Brit

ish troops had been sent to occupy a

ridge on the Sandspruit, near Vil-

liersdorp, in the northwestern part of

the Orange Free State. This force

was attacked by a body of Boers, who,

in the resulting battle, secured a

lodgement on the ridge. The British

major in command and one of hiscap-

tains were dangerously wounded, and

350 British troops were made prison

ers. Lord Kitchener's dispatch adds

that another British force came up in

time to release the prisoners, and that

it at the same time captured a Boer

Perhaps the most important of re

cent developments with reference to

the Boer war is the anti-British ex

citement which has broken out in

Germany. Its immediate cause is a

speech made at Edinburgh not long

ago by Mr. Chamberlain, in the

course of wrhich he said that the meth

ods of British warfare in South Africa,

to which exception had been taken,

are justified by precedents set by the

Germans in their war of 1871 with

France. This has been treated in Ger

many as an accusation by a British

cabinet officer of German barbarity,

and tremendous popular indignation

has been aroused in Germany in con

sequence. Mr. Chamberlain has ex

plained in an open letter thaf'no sen

sible German" could be affronted by

his justification of British methods in

the Transvaal, for he "did not mean

that the severity of the Germans went

beyond what was just and necessary,"

but that "what was just and proper for

Germany could not be barbarous and

inhuman on the part of Groat Britain."

This explanation, however, has not

allayed the excitement in Germany,

which is described with evident ac

curacy in some of the dispatches, as

similar to the feeling in the United

States prior to the war with Spain, and

liable likewise to become inflamma

tory upon the slightest provocation.

The London Post's correspondent at

Berlin regards the situation as seri

ous. He warns the British people not

to be misled into supposing that the

German demonstrations are artificial.

They have been practically spontane

ous, he says, and—

reflect the feeling- of aversion and

hatred with which an overwhelming

majority of the German nation re

gards the war and the British people.

Before returning to our side of the

Atlantic, our attention is demanded

by a ministerial crisis in Greece, grow

ing out of rioting at Athens. The

riots broke out on the 21st. They

had their origin in an attempt of the

queen to have the gospels translated

into modern Greek for common as

distinguished from ecclesiastical

use. During the war with Turkey,

wounded Greek soldiers to whom she

gave testaments told her they could

not read them because they did not

understand the old Greek text. She

consequently arranged for a modern

translation, and in this enterprise she

was seconded by the premier, M. The-

okotis. The innovation was not ap

proved by the Holy Synod of the Greek

church, and was resented by the stu

dents of the Athens university, who

called a public indignation meeting,

•which assembled on the 21st around

the ruins of the temple of Jupiter

Olympus. Resolutions were adopted

at this meeting calling on the Holy

Synod to excommunicate any person

who should translate the gospels into

modern Greek. A force of marines,

800 strong, was landed to preserve or

der, and as the meeting broke up it

came into collision with this force.

Seven persons were killed and 37 seri

ously wounded. This disturbance

lasted only for the day, the city re

suming its normal condition during

the night; but the students secured

possession of the university buildings,

which they refused to relinquish ex

cept upon terms. When the rector,

with 30 professors, endeavored on the

22d to persuade them to leave, they

declined to do so unless given guaran

tees that no legal proceedings would

be taken against them, that the trans

lators of the gospels would be excom

municated, and that the university

would not be occupied by troops. At

the meeting of the chamber of depu

ties on the same day. a rancorous de

bate began, a disposition being mani

fest to hold the ministery responsible

for the deaths of the day before. As

the debate went on through the 23d,

vast and noisy crowds surrounded the

chamber, but they were soon dis

persed by the military. Finally a. mo

tion approving the action of the gov

ernment was adopted by a vote of 107

to 87. Notwithstanding this vote,

however, and the entreaties of the

king, the ministry of M. Theokotis re

signed on the 24th. The reason as

signed is that as a judicial inquiry has

been ordered, the ministry thought it

proper that the investigation should

be carried on under a ministry which

could not be charged with being in

terested in the result. M. Zaimais, a

former premier, was named to organ

ize the new ministry, which he suc

ceeded in doing.

Returning now to the American

side of the Atlantic, we are confronted

with further developments in thecivil

war in Colombia. References to this

rebellion in connection with a similar

rebellion in Venezuela, and the deli

cate relations existing in consequence

between the two countries, have been

made in these columns at pages 280,

298, 312, 330, 344, 362, 376 and 411.
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At the time of our last account (p. 411)

the Colombian government reported

that the insurgents had been signally

defeated. That was early in October.

On the 31st of that month indefinite

reports were published of the , kicL-naping of the president of Colombia.

These were followed on the 7th of No

vember by reports of the capture, by

the insurgents, of Panama, the Pa

cific end of the isthmian railroad.

The latter report was quickly de

nied, only to be followed by one on

the 9th to the effect thatthey had cap

tured Tumaco, about 500 miles south

of Panama. Nothing further of im

portance was heard for several days,

when the insurgents were reported to

be in force within ten miles of Pana

ma; and immediately upon the heels

of this report came one from Colon,

the Caribbean end of the isthmian

railroad, known formerly as Aspin-

wall, that that city had been attacked

by the insurgents on the 19th and

after a battle of an hour and a half cap

tured. This report was immediately

confirmed by official reports received

by the American state department.

Transit over the isthmus was inter

rupted for only a brief time, the

United States gunboat Machias hav

ing landed 100 marines to guard the

railroad and prevent interruption to

trains. The insurgent leaders were

notified after the capture of the city

that the American government would

keep the railroad open and in opera

tion by force if necessary. Soon af

terward a Colombian gunboat ap

peared with a force of government

troops who were preparing to land in

the town, when, on the 24th, Com

mander McCrea, of the United States

gunboat Machias, forbade the landing

on the ground that it would endanger

the terminal property of the railroad.

The Colombian commander respond

ed with a formal notification, under

the laws of war. that in 24 hours he

would open fire upon the town. It is

supposed that the American authori

ties have forbidden this also, since in a

bombardment the shells, to reach the

town, must be fired over the railroad.

However that may be, the time fixed

by the Colombian commander for the

bombardment, the 25th at noon, has

been postponed by him until the 29th

at six o'clock in the evening. He sailed

away on the 25th. immediately after

announcing the postponement.

Since then fighting has been reported

as in progress along the line of the

isthmian railway, the latest reports

indicating that the insurgents were

falling back under a heavy fire and

that the government troops had now-

opened the way to reoccupying Colon

from the land side.

The distrustful relations between

Colombia and Venezuela (noted in

the pages cited in the preceding para

graph) have become so acute that on

the 26th the Colombian government

severed diplomatic intercourse. A

revolution is in progress in Venezuela

as well as in Colombia, the difference

being that in Colombia the Conserva

tives are in power while the insurgents

are Liberals, and in Venezuela the Lib

erals are in power while the insur

gents are Conservatives. Naturally,

therefore, thegovernment of Venezue

la is in sympathy with the insurgents

of Colombia and the government of

Colombia is in sympathy with the in

surgents of Venezuela. This, in gen

eral, is the cause of the disrupted dip

lomatic relations between the two

countries.

NEWS NOTES.

—The German reichstag reassem

bled at Berlin on the 26th for the -win

ter session.

—The national Democratic head

quarters are being moved from Chi

cago to Washington.

—Harvard won the intercollegiate

football championship on the 23d in

a contest with Yale at Cambridge,

Mass., the score being 22 to 0.

—The Fort Worth brewery, of Aus

tin, Tex., pleaded guilty on the 21st

to a charge of violating the Texas

anti-trust law, and was fined $5,b00.

—The New York court of appeals

decided on the 22d that the New

York statute prohibiting the "scalp

ing" of railroad tickets is unconsti

tutional.

—A. J. Streeter, of Illinois, who

was the presidential candidate of

the Union Labor party in 1888, died

at New Windsor, 111., on the 23d at

the age of 78.

—Three deaths from lockjaw caused

by vaccination occurred last week in

Camden, N. J., making ten in all from

the same cause in that city during the

past three weeks. -

—At the parliamentary election in

Galway, Ireland, on the 21st, Arthur

Lynch, colonel in the Second Irish

brigade of the Boer army, was

elected by a vote of 1,247 to 473.

—An Englishman of the name of

Patterson, well known in the United

States as the secretary of Sixto Lopez,

the famous Filipino, was deported

from Manila on the 26th by the Amer

ican authorities for refusing to take

the colonial oath of allegiance.

—Paris is making1 an experiment

in the use of pavements of glass

made under a new process. They are

said to form an excellent foothold

and promise to be without dust and

not to absorb waste. The process

utilizes all kinds of glass debris.

—John E. Redmond, the Irish lead

er in the British parliament, accom

panied by his parliamentary col

leagues, Thomas O'Donnell and Pat

rick McHugh, arrived in Chicago last

week and had a reception from 5,000

Irish-Americans at the Auditorium

on Sunday.

—On the 23d the Holland subma

rine torpedo boat, Fulton, went un

der water at New York, and re

mained 15 hours—12 hours longer

than any other submarine boat has

been submerged. The party which

went down writh her included Hear

Admiral John Lowe.

—A Boer "rescue meeting," to pro

test against the British reconcen-

trado camps in Great Britain, will

be held in the Auditorium, Chicago,

Sunday, December 8, at eight p. m.

The subject, "What President Roose

velt Can Do," will be discussed by

Burke Cochran, of New York.

—The United States court of ap

peals, sitting at St. Louis, decided

on the 25th that marriage is in law

a civil contract, requiring no cere

mony to make it binding, and exists

when a man and a woman agree to

be husband and wife and follow the

agreement by "consistent and noto

rious cohabitation."

—During a recent visit of Gen.

Wood to Santiago he bought for the

American government the principal

portion of the San Juan battlefield,

including San Juan Hill, the site of

the blockhouse and Bloody Bend. The

tract comprises 200 acres and cost

$15,000. It will be considered a

United States reservation, and the

government intends to lay out a

beautiful park on the old battlefield.

—Judge Kohlsaat, of Chicago, a fed

eral judge, has sentenced three union

labor "pickets" for contempt of court.

He found them guilt}' of violating his

injunction against "picketing" the

Allis-Chalmersshop in connection with

the machinists' strike. The accused

were denied a jury trial. Judge Kohl-

saat's sentence in two of the cases is

a fine of $50 and one-third of the costs

with imprisonment until paid, and in

the other, 30 days' imprisonment in the

county jail at Wheaton.

—The supreme court of Ohio grant

ed a motion on the 26th, made in be

half of Mayor Johnson, of Cleveland,

for leave to file a petition for man

damus, as an original proceeding in

that court, compelling the state board

of railroad tax equalization to ap

praise railroad property at 60 per wnt.

of its actual value, like farms and res

idences, instead of 23 per cent., as now.

The point involved in the motion was
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whether the proceeding must begin

in the lower courts and be carried to

the supreme court for review, or might

be brought originally in the supreme

court. A hearing on the merits may be

expected at an early day.

MISCELLANY

THEN AND NOW.For The Public.When Freedom flung her starry banner out.

When Its folds were first unfurled,

And her glorious battle shout

Went Hinging through the world,

Proclaiming to the Nations of the Earth

The equality of men.

Manhood's measure honest worth,

What thought our fathers then?

That Liberty Is but a battle cry?

Nothing but a sounding word

To lead men on to dare and die,

And cheat the common herd?

They fought; they won; they died and

passed away;

And we now their praises sing,

The while we cringe beneath the sway

Of vulgar bourgeois king;

The kdng that takes the poor man's house

and land,

Cunning Greed, the king of spoil,

Who robs the weak with ruthless hand,

And plucks the fruit of toll.

And now, though grandly rolls the Jugger

naut,

Concentrated wealth and power,

Manhood, manhood is forgot,

And men. do crouch and cower;

We pluck the flowers that bloom above

the graves

Of the patriotic dead,

Strew the paths of sordldiknavesi,

And earn the price of bread.

For selfish, cunning Greed is In command;

Honor now is bought and sold;

And Justice too holds out her hand

To clasp her tip of gold.

ATRABILARIUS.

THE MAN FOR THIS HOUR.

I confess that I dream of the day

when an English statesman shall arise

with a heart too large for England,

having courage, in the face of his

countrymen, to assert of some sug

gested policy: "This is good for your

trade; this is necessary for your dom

ination, but it will vex a people hard-

by, it will hurt a people farther off; it

will profit nothing to the general hu

manity; therefore, away with it! It

is not for you or me." When a British

minister dares to speak so, and when

a British public applauds him speak

ing, then shall the nation be so glo

rious that her praise, instead of ex

ploding from within, from loud, civic

mouths, shall come to her from with

out, as all worthy praise must, from

the alliances she has fostered, and

from the populations she has saved!—

Elizabeth Barrett Browning.

BOERS-FILIPINOS.

The wars of subjugation carried

on by England in South Africa and

by the United States in the Philip

pines do not come to an end. It is

a great army England has in the

field and that employed by the

United States is not small, yet re

sistance continues. The English peo

ple are growing restless at the ex

pense and loss of life. The Ameri

can people seem largely indifferent.

Americans, however, do point the

finger of reproach at England. It

may be the English feel that we are

subject to reproach.

How absolutely unnecessary both

wars have been from the beginning!

As between the two, ours doubtless

is the less defensible. England had

many people in the South African re

public, and they had some grievances.

We had no people at all in the Phil

ippines and no grievances there. We

made a war of conquest pure and

simple, that only, and without the

fear of God or man before us. Griev

ance or no grievance, can it be truly

said- that England is not in the same

predicament?

We are two great peoples. We

stand in the van of human progress.

We, the people of the United States,

are proud with reason of our free

dom and of our institutions. The

people of England have occasion for

pride in their freedom and institu

tions. Yet the world does not to

day present the like spectacle else

where. Those countries which vaunt

their virtues less seem more consid

erate of the weaker people than are

we. Those peoples whose Christian

ity we hold in doubt seem to live up

to a higher standard.

How long is the disgrace of Chris

tian England in South Africa and the

disgrace of Christian America in the

Philippines to continue? Is there

never to be an awakening to the

enormity of the situation?

"A war of conquest is criminal ag

gression." — Editorial in Monthly

Bulletin of the Fidelity and Casualty

Company of New York.

WHAT CAN BE DONE WITH AN

ACRE OF GOOD LAND.

In a tour of the Sacramento valley

the writer was shown over a num

ber of famous large estates, ranging

from 5,000 to 100,000 acres, but the

estate which struck him as alto

gether the most interesting and hope

ful of all he saw in that splendid

valley consisted of just one acre.

This is the irrigated "farm" of Mr.

Samuel Cleeks at Orland, Glenn county.

In the Sacramento valley irrigation

is not fashionable, though nature has

favored it with a wonderful water

supply. For a generation farmers

have raised wheat by dependence on

the rainfall. Their farms are very

large, and they do not always take

kindly to the suggestion of irriga

tion and subdivision. Mr. Cleek's

little place is in the midst of these

great farms, many of which have

now passed out of the hands of their

former owners as a result of mort

gage foreclosure. I found it an oasis

of prosperity in a desert of despair.

When the proprietor told me that

he had supported himself and wife

for 30 years on that single acre of

irrigated land, and when his neigh

bors informed me that he was one

of the men in the little town who al

ways had money to loan on good se

curity or to donate to a worthy

cause, I marveled much and had an

immediate desire to know just how

he had used his land to produce such

a result. Mr. Thomas Brown, secre

tary of the Lemon home colony, took

the trouble to obtain and send me the

following exact information:

Barn and corral space, 75x75 feet; rabbit

hutch, 25x26 feet; house and porches, 30x30

feet; two windmill towers, 16x16 feet each;

garden, 46x91 feet; blackberries, 16x90 feet;

strawberries, 65x90 feet; citrus nursery,

90x98 feet, in which there are 2,300 trees

budded; one row of dewberries, 100 feet

long; 4 apricot trees; 2 oak trees; 3 peach

trees; 6 fig trees; 10 locust trees; 30 as

sorted roses; 20 assorted geraniums; 12

lemon trees, bearing, which are seven

years old; 1 lime tree, nine years old and

bearing, from which were sold last year

160 dozen limes; S bearing orange trees;

5 pomegranate trees; one patch of bam

boo; 3 calla lilies; 4 prune trees; 3 blue

gum trees; 6 cypress trees; 4 grapevines;

1 English ivy; 2 honeysuckles; 1 seed bed;

1 violet bed; 1 sage bed; 2 tomato vines,

which are in bloom (December 2) ; 13 stands

of bees.

Mr. Cleeks informed me that from

the foregoing sources he has no diffi

culty in realizing a comfortable liv

ing and putting $400 aside each

year. If the same could be said

of the average wheat grower, farm

ing thousands of acres without irri

gation, the condition in the Sacra

mento valley would be very different

from what it is. As the matter

stands to-day it must be acknowl

edged that one irrigated acre in the

Sacremento valley returns a larger

net profit than 10,000 acres without

irrigation. To be sure, Mr. Cleeks

owes a part of his prosperity to the

folly of his neighbors whom he sup

plies with oranges and lemons,

peaches, apricots, berries and sun

dry other luxuries. That, however,
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is one of the striking advantages of

irrigation, since it permits of inten

sive and diversified cultivation.—H.

Durham, in Land of Sunshine.

THE OKIGIN OF THE IDEA OF ABOL

ISHING THE GENERAL PROP

ERTY TAX.

An extract from a sermon delivered In

the Vine Street Congregational church,

Cincinnati, November 24, by the pastor,

Rev. Herbert S. Bfgelow.

It is pleasant to remember that in

the same year our fathers began their

warof protest against the tax levies of

King George, across the water in the

mother country there was born the

idea of a new system of taxation,

which, had it been adopted then, would

have prevented that war, and which, as

it grows in form, is certain to unite the

nations in a closer brotherhood than

is possible while tariff laws remain the

bulwark of national jealousies, and na

tional selfishness.

In 1750 there was born in Scotland

one Thomas Spence, the son of a mat

maker. When the war of the revolu

tion broke out, Spence was a school

teacher in Newcastle, Scotland. The

councilmen of Newcastle determined

to inclose a portion of the common.

Much as our government might open

an Indian reservation for settlement,

ties* city fathers divided among a

few, lands which until then had been

held in common. The citizens objected.

It does not appear that they objected

to the private occupation of the lands,

but they declared that they were joint

stockholders in the landed estate, and

they contended that it was the duty of

the city officials to collect rents from

these holders of the city lands, and

that from these rentals a dividend

should be declared in favor of the cit

izens. The case was carried into court

and decided in favor of the people.

Spence reflected upon this. He

asked himself the question: If the

rents of one portion of the land should

be divided among all the people, why

should not (lie ground rent of all the

land be considered a public asset?

Then ihe problem as to a just method

of distributing this rental presented

itself, and he solved itas Henry George

solved it a century later, and recog

nized the doctrine of the common and

inalienable inheritance in the land by

substituting ground taxes for all other

taxes.

In 1TT5 Spence read an essay setting

forth this plan before the members of

a Philosophical society of which he was

a member. It is unnecessary to state

that there was an intolerable amount

of wisdom in that essay, for this soci

ety took the first opportunity of strik

ing the name of Thomas Spence from

its roll—the only name that could save

those philosophers from oblivion. This

society, like some modern ones, ap

pears to have been organized for the

purpose of searching after the truth,

but with no intention of finding it.

The people of Newcastle were like

the peasants of Gada.ra. They pre

ferred to drive a prophet from their

shores rather than let the price of pork

go down. In a word, they boycotted

Spence's school and thus deprived him

of a livelihood. Those teachers are best

paid who make a profession of telling

men what they already know. They

starve who presume to teach men

what they need to learn.

Does the world grow better? The

most signal political victory of the

year was won in Cuyahoga county,

by Tom L. Johnson, shall I say in

spite of, or because of, the fact that

he was known to be a fearless advo

cate of the idea for which Spence lay

in a London jail a century ago?

THE OUTLANDER GRIEVANCES.

An extract from an address' delivered by

Western Starr at Handel hall, Chicago,

November 4, under the auspices of the Chi

cago branch of the American Transvaal

league.

The Outlanders, unnaturalized for

eigners, were an aggregation of adven

turers from every land under the sun,

about G0.000 in number, drawn from

every rank and station in life, and of

whom less than half were English.

These English clamored for the rights

of citizenship in the South African Re

public and declined as a ru'.e to aban

don allegiance to the British sovereign.

The Outlanders took advantage of the

situation, the growing embarrass

ments between the Transvaal and the

English government, to crowd both

into difficulties with a view to hawk

ing their influence. They howled about

a recognition of the English language

in the schools; they complained of the

enormous taxes paid by the mining in

dustry; they demhnded recognition as

an industry in the volksraad; they ob

jected to the government monopoly in

explosives; but no one or all of these

and other ostensible grievances were

real, and their outcry was not sincere.

Let us note the real reasons dn the

official reports of representatives of

the capitalist Outlanders who con

spired with Rhodes and Jameson.

The capitalist mine owners openly

said that the Outlanders "did not care

a fig"' for the franchise. An American,

one Hammond, a mining engineer, em

ployed as an expert by the miningcor-

porations and largely interested, said

in London on November 18, 1899:

There are In South Africa millions of

Kaffirs and it does seem preposterous

that we are not able to obtain 70,000 or

80,000 Kaffirs to work upon, the mines.

With good government there should be

an abundance of labor, and with an abun

dance of labor there will be no difficulty

in cutting down wages, because it is pre

posterous to pay a Kaffir the present

wages. He would be quite as well satis

fied, In fact he would work longer, if you

gave him half the amount. (Reported in

Financial News of November 26.)

Preposterous Hammond, expatri

ated by that one speech. One of Mr.

Hammond's associates, a Mr. Rudd,

said openly:

If they could only get one-half the na

tives to work three months of the year,

It would work wonders. . . . They

should try some cogent form of induce

ment or practically compel the native

through taxation or in some other way

to contribute his' quota to the good of the

community and to a certain extent he

would then have to work. ... If un

der the cry of civilization, we In Egypt

lately mowed down 10,000 or 20,000 Dervishes

with Maxims surely it cannot be consid

ered a hardship to compel the natives in

South Africa to give three months in the

year to do a little honest work.

Civilization Rudd, a child, or a fooi,

or drunk. It was estimated that if

only one of these great companies had

the power to force the natives to work

for wages low enough, that company

could increase its profits $10,000,000 a

year. But, to the sorrow of these ad

vocates of a new systemof slavery, the

Transvaal government had established

labor laws and regulations which in

terfered with the Utopian and entirely

benevolent aspirations of the mine

owning companies.

The republic taxed the gold product,

of the Rand 2y2 per cent., they taxed all

miners of gold alike. English or Ger

man Jews, or Boers, or Americans, all

who produced gold paid their taxes

under a general law. American miners

along our Alaskan boundary pay not

2'/2 per cent, but ten per cent, of their

output to British agents as taxes and

we hear no wail from the English colo

nial offices over the oppression. An ex

amination of the returns of 20 repre

sentative mining companies of the

Rand shows that their dividends for

the year 1809 averaged over 6S per cent.,

some of them more than 100 per cent.,

and if one of them by having a free

hand to enslave the natives could add

$10,000,000 to its yearly dividends it

would mean an increase of over 25 per

cent, in dividends on the capital stock

of the greatest mining section the

world has ever known. This is the se

cret of the Outlanders' interest. It
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was this that Rhodes meant when he

said, February 23, 1900:

We have done our duty in. preserving

and protecting the greatest commercial

asset in the world, her majesty's flag.

Mr. Rudd meant this also when he

/ said, November 6, 1900:

If It were true that the war was caused

by capitalists or undertaken on be'half of

the mines, the empire owes them a deep

debt of gratitude . . . South Africa is

not a dear asset at the cost of the present

war.

A Mr. J. B. Robinson said, November

7, 1900:

If we for one moment consider the im

mense value of both the states that Great

Britain has just acquired, we caninot but

come to the conclusion that the money

expended in this war, which Is roughly

estimated at £80,000,000 to £70,000,000, Is of

minor importance.

Since Mr. Robinson's wisdom and

philanthropy and dazzling- moral

philosophy has burst upon the world.

13 months of warfare have ensued,

the cost' of the war has expanded

from £70,000,000 to more than £200,-

000,000. England's army of a quarter

of a million of men has been whipped

to a standstill, and about one-third

of the child life of the Transvaal has

been exterminated. As an object les

son for thoughtful men this affords

innumerable problems, but the one

which has more vital interest than

any other to the lover of liberty is

this: with a huckster at the helm,

how fares your ship of state?

A REPUBLIC IN NORTH CAROLINA.

Public Opinion for July 4 reprinted from

the June number of the Woman's Home

Companion, of Springfield, O., an article by

Landon Knight on the Cherokee republic

In the western part of North Carolina.

"'Its citizens are the descendants of the

eastern branch of the tribe which was left

behind when the Cherokees were removed

to the west bank of the Mississippi In the

first quarter of the last century." We re

print from Public Opinion.

The chief, or president, of the re

public is elected by a plurality vote

of the qualified electors. He must be

at least 30 years of age and a native

of the republic. He holds office for

four years, and receives a compensa

tion of $500 a year. He is not only

the chief executive of the nation, but

is its first citizen; and he is always

regarded as the personal friend and

adviser of his people in their indi

vidual capacity, and he frequently ad

justs disputes and settles contro

versies betwen them in order to save

expense of litigation. The president

has a cabinet of three members, who

are appointed by himself and con

firmed by the legislature. They are

selected from the most substantial

men of the nation, and though the

pay is nominal they never shirk duty.

They are the advisers of the presi

dent, and he never acts in matters of

importance without first consulting

with them.

The legislative branch of the gov

ernment is vesteu. entirely in one

grand council, or house of repre

sentatives, which is almost omnipo

tent. Its members are elected, bien

nially. Theymust be citizens and free

holders of the republic and 21 years

of age, and during the time for which

they are elected receive one dollar a

day. The speaker of congress, who

is elected by that body, has a com

pensation of one dollar and a half

while the house is in session. This is

limited to 30 days, but the president

can convene it in extraordinary session

whenever the exigencies of public af

fairs may require it. In the congress

is solely vested the right to make

treaties, dispose of national property,

levy taxes, create or abolish courts,

allot lands, and, in fact, to do anything

else which may affect the welfare or

the people or territory of the Chero

kee republic. Any act may be vetoed

by the president, but nevertheless be

comes a law if passed over his veto

by a majority vote. Matters of for

eign relations are in the hands of

congress, but as a matter of fact

the work is delegated to a minister.

Citizenship is of two kinds, nat

ural and acquired. It can be ac

quired alone by intermarriage, and

that is possible only to whites. In

termarriage with the Negro is con

sidered miscegenation, and is there

fore treated as a crime. The title

to all real property is primarily

vested in the government; but when

a citizen reaches the age of 16, or a

Cherokee girl marries a white man,

the right accrues to select any sec

tion of unappropriated land, and

upon application to the legislature it

is segregated, a patent issued, and

the applicant becomes its owner to

all intents and purposes, except for

sale, which is prohibited unless the

purchaser be a native. All male cit

izens over 1G years of age are in

vested with the franchise, which is

freely used, and the selling or pur

chasing of votes is made a severe

misdemeanor.

Their first constitution provided

that trial by jury should never be de

nied. In addition to these there are

other laws prescribing a statute of

limitations, fixing punishments for

embezzlement and perjury, and, in

fact, making all other regulations

for an equitable and orderly adminis

tration of justice. They were never

a polygamous people, and some of

their most stringent laws are direct

ed against it and the violation of the

Sabbath. They are the only people

who are citizens of two separate re

publics. Under the treaty of 1817

they were made citizens of the

United States for the purpose of vot

ing for federal officers, and this priv

ilege was later confirmed and pro

vision made for counting their vote

as a part of that of North Carolina.

One of the most striking charac

teristics of the Cherokee—a trait

which distinguishes him from all

other American aborigines—is the

fact that he adopted the Christian

religion almost as soon as he came

in contact with it. When the capital

was moved from Qualla to its pres

ent site at Ellah Wadih, one of the

first provisions was for a school,

which has grown and expanded into

a very interesting institution. The

course of instruction is comprehen

sive, embracing everything from the

primary department to the equiva

lent of a high-school education. The

industrial idea is also a prominent

feature in it. The girls are taught

to sew, cook, and, in fact, everything

necessary to make them good house

keepers, While the boys are famil

iarized by actual experience with the

principles of carpentry, shoemaking,

iron-work and agriculture. The Cher

okees are engaged to some extent in

manufacturing, but they are essen

tially an agricultural people, and the

industrial education is already begin

ning to show in the farms of the

country. As a rule they are better

cultivated, are provided with better

houses, and are better stocked than

are the farms of the white man in

that section.

HANECY VS. HEARST.

"And it serves him just right, too,"

says Mrs. Dillingham, "only they

ought to have got that man Hearst.

He is the one who has been making

all the trouble and the others were

just his tools. I should think he

w.ould be ashamed of himself with

the education he has had and he has

a good mother, too."

Mrs. Dillingham had just been read

ing that several employes of the Chi

cago American had been sentenced

for contempt of court and her man

ner was unusually vehement.

Far be it from me to contradict

Mrs. Dillingham. I don't know exact

ly what these men said nor what they

said it about, so I can't offer my
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opinion whether a month in jail

serves them right or not. As I under

stand it a decision had been given by

Judge Hanecy in the Chicago gas case

in favor of the corporation, and the

American commented freely on it, go

ing to the length of saying that the

gas people knew they could reckon on

the judge and bet on higher prices of

stock accordingly.

Judge Hanecy declared that this

was not necessarily his final opinion

—though it was several months ago

and no other action has been taken

since—and cited them for contempt

of court in an action still pending.

They asked for jury trial and didn't

get it. They asked for change of

venue and didn't get it. They swore

they supposed it was a final decision

and that didn't help them. The court

found them guilty and sentenced

them and told them furthermore that

the case was not appealable and read

them a moral lecture on the dignity

of the court.

It may be a deserved punishment.

A man or a newspaper is responsible

to the courts for what he says and

for aDy harm that is done by his say

ing. If these people have tampered

with the dignity of the court, a month

in jail is not a bit too much.

But I can imagine a case in which

the methods followed by Judge

Hanecy would work greater injustice

than any comments the American

ever made or ever could make, and

would cast a blacker stigma on the

courts than any tirade of the vilest

sheet that was ever printed.

Suppose instead of a pure and spot

less jurist like Judge Hanecy it had

been a rotten judge, creature of some

unscrupulous corporation—Tammany,

for instance. Suppose instead of a

righteous decision upholding the law

it had been a rotten and iniquitous

ruling. Suppose instead of the Amer

ican's contumely it had been a digni

fied rebuke of official favoritism.

What would such a judge have done

in such a case?

He would have done exactly what

Hanecy did.

What—we can imagine such a crea

ture shrieking—they dare to impugn

MY motives? I'll show them. And

he hales them before himself and is

the prosecutor, judge, jury and

executioner. And there is no appeal.

Under such a system, Mrs. Dilling

ham herself would be prompt to qual

ify for a jail sentence, for I have

heard her speak her mind freely

about some of the practices of the

police court of which she read in the

New York Evening Post during the

last campaign against the wicked

tiger.

If a man is accused of stealing a

ham, nobody is allowed to sit in trial

upon his case who is likely to have a

bias against him, and the courts

often hold that a man is biased who

has already heard one side of the

case. A near relative of the aggrieved

party would not be allowed to be one

of 12 to pass upon the facts.

Here the aggrieved party himself

constitutes himself the whole 12 and

the judge besides.

A ham is a tangible thing and even

a prejudiced man can be convinced,

if he is middling honest, that the ac

cused did or did not steal it. If the

facts are clear there is no evading

them.

But respect or disrespect of the

court—that is largely a mental atti

tude. Hearst and his crowd say they

meant none. They are just as com

petent to judge as Hanecy. Suppose

the culprit was to say: Not guilty,

and that settled it—what kind of a

trial would that be?

Just exactly as good a trial as

when the accuser says: Guilty, and

that settles it.

No judge is allowed to sit in a case

where he is an interested party. Is

Hanecy an interested party in this

case? Vastly more than if somebody

had snatched his purse. If the Amer

ican attacked the sanctity of the

court, it attacked much more his

judicial character, far more precious

to the judge than his purse.

If nearst and his crowd were ac

cused of printing badly drawn pic

tures in gaudy colors, they could

probably be convicted of it. If they

were accused of twitting the Chicago

Gas company with disagreeable facts,

they could undoubtedly be convicted;

they would insist on being found

guilty. If thej- were accused of at

tacking rascality in high places the

indictment would lie. That is, Mrs.

Dillingham, it would be true, for the

law has a queer way of expressing il-self. But the people whose pictures

were printed, the corporation whose

methods were disclosed, the rascals

they exposed, would not be proper

judges of the enormity of the offense.

The constitution says a man may

not be put in jail without trial by

jury. And with all its faults the jury

system is a palladium of our liberties

and the bulwark of our free institu

tions: Judge Haneoy says the con

stitution is effective except when they

impugn his dignity.

His dignity is such a rare and deli

cate plant that only arbitrary, despot

ic, tyrannical methods can keep it in

tact. He can't trust it to 12 aver

age men nor even to a brother on the

bench. Nobody else can estimate it

at its proper degree of rarity. It

might get scratched or tarnished.

If it was referred to a disinterested

committee of the public it would

leave it subject to the errors of hu

man fallibility. Judge Hanecy is in

fallible and that is why an appeal in

this case would be vain and frivolous.

It would be tantamount to question

ing his infallibility.

The decision is therefore not to be

questioned in any wise. Only I would

hate to live in New York under Tam

many jurisdiction if the Hanecy in

fallibility is to be assumed by every

scallywag who manages to enswathe

roguery in ermine.—John Stone Par

dee, in the Argus, Bed Wing, Minn.,

November 17, 1901.

THE PROGRESSIVE WOMEN ANDTHE POLICE IN GERMANY.For The Public.

Progress for women in Germany has

received most important assistance

during the last week from a most un

expected source, from the Prussian po

lice, namely. But we must add that it

was quite unintentional on the part of

the ipolice to aid the movement; on

the contrary, it was through the action

of the police authorities in the effort

to prevent the women from having'

their say openly which led, as all such

police intervention invariably does

lead, to a widespread advertising of

and interest in the work the more

progressive women of Germany are

doing. A women's convention usually

passes off here with little noise and

less interest on the part of the general

public; but the congress of Progres

sive Women's Clubs, held here last

week, have to thank Herr von Wind-

heim, the police president, that all Ber

lin took an active interest in their do

ings and their treatment on the part

of the said Herr von Windheim.

The congress, a meeting of delegates

from the women's clubs of a more pro

gressive character all over the coud-try, had met twice before during the

past six years in a small hall of the

house of parliament, with the permis

sion of the house committee, and with

no interference of any kind. But dur
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ing the two years which have elapsed

since the last congress, important

things have happened. The Berlin

club "Prauenwohl," which take9 an

active interest in all public matters

that concern women, came into con

flict with the police a little over a year

ago, over a particularly repulsive

criminal case which aroused public in

terest in that portion of the police

force which has the regulating of a

certain class of women as its especial

province. The club "Frauenwohl"

made public notice of horrible condi

tions existing under the very eyes of

this "Sittenpolizei," and even aided

and abetted by it. The almost incred

ible fact was discovered to be true,

that girls of 11 and 12 years of age

were entered on the police lists as li

censed prostitutes. Public indignation

over these revelations was so great

that the chief of the Sittenpolizei was

obliged to tender his resignation. His

superior officer, Heri" von Windheim,

the head of the entire police force,

endeavored to shield his subordinate,

and denied the truth of the charges.

But Frau Minna Cauer, the president

of the club "Frauenwohl," acting in

behalf of the club, met his denials turn

for turn with proofs that were ir

refutable. Since that time Herr von

Windheim has had no particular liking

for "progressive women" and none at

all for their leader, Frau Cauer. And

to add to his disgust, about a week be

fore the congress a sharp article con

cerning- the police in general and Herr

von Windheim in particular appeared

in a radical paper, -written by Clara

Zetkin, the prominent social-democrat

woman leader. This article, which

contained accusations undeniable and

disheartening for the police, is sup

posed to have been the straw that

broke the camel's back, and to have

aroused Herr von Windheim's slumber

ing resentment into the flames of ac

tive hatred.

The house of parliament in Berlin

is considered a bit of neutral territory

for all the confederated states of the

empire, and therefore, as a realm

where the Prussian police has no au

thority. Now the Prussian police is

very strict as to the enforcement of

its rule that no meeting of even a

semi-political character shall be held

in Prussia without the presence of

police officers in uniform. Meetings

held in the reichstag are exempt from

the rule, under the old law of the im

munity of parliaments. The Progres

sive Women's Clubs had, as aforesaid,

had full permission to hold their con

gresses in the reichstag building,

where they would have had no objec

tion to the presence of police in plain

clothes, if insisted upon, but where

the presence of a uniformed policeman

is prohibited by law. The necessary

announcement of the meeting was

made to the police, with a full list of

subjects treated at each sitting, and

the congress was advertised to be held

on the mornings and afternoons of

October 3, 4 and 5, with evening meet

ings on the 4th and 5th.

Three o'clock on the afternoon of

Wednesday, the 2d, Frau Cauer re

ceived by telephone the message that

the meetings could not be allowed, as

subjects of a political character were

treated, which could not be done with

out the presence of uniformed police,

and as uniformed police were not al

lowed in the reichstag building, there

fore the congress could not be held

there. Frau Cauer drove at once to

headquarters, but found nobody in

authority, although she went from one

office to another until ten o'clock that

evening. The next morning she Was

out again at eight o'clock, and finally

succeeded, through the intervention

of a subordinate, in receiving the as

surance that the meetings would not

be disturbed. On Thursday, the 3d,

the morning meeting was held, but

those who assembled for the after

noon session found the hall closed, and

heard that the police had succeeded

in enforcing the prohibition. The

committee sought another hall, and,

having found it, announced at once, at

five in the afternoon, that the meet

ings should be renewed the next morn

ing at ten and the next afternoon at

four.

Now, there is a police regulation in

Prussia that every public meeting

shall be announced to the police au

thorities 24 hours at least before the

hour set. The announcement at five

p. m. for a meeting at ten a. m. and at

four p. m. the next day was, therefore,

technically not sufficient for this law,

because in the one case only 17 hours

and in the other only 23 would have

elapsed between announcement and

meeting. But it must be remembered

that the congress had been properly

announced, and that the present an

nouncement was merely a notice of the

change of hall. But it suited the police

authorities to adhere to the strictest

letter of the law, and only the extra

evening meeting on Friday could take

place. The committee was forced to

put the entire remaining programme

onto the list for one day, and speakers

and audience were at work [from ten

in the morning until six at night on

Saturday, October 5.

It goes without saying that the au

dience which assembled to greet the

much harassed congress on this, its

last day, w-as many times larger than

the number assembled in the reichs

tag on Thursday before the trouble

with the police became known. The

really excellent speeches and the en

couraging reports of work done were

thus made known to hundreds who

would otherwise never have thought

of visiting the meetings of the con

gress.

To place the matter before the pub

lic, Frau Cauer called a public meeting

for the evening of Monday, October

7, and the large hall chosen was filled

to overflowing with a large and en

thusiastic audience, which listened

with attention to speeches by Dr.

Anita Augspurg, Members of Parlia

ment Albert Traeger and Klopsch, and

the socialist editor and speaker, Herr

von Gerlach. Dr. Augspurg, a prom

inent member of the committee of the

congress and one of the first women

lawyers in Germany, told the entire

history of the conflict with the police,

and promised that the clubs would ap

peal to law to demand redress from

police authorities.

Dr. Augspurg threw the blame, as

did the other speakers, on the absurd

and antiquated German coalition laws

which demand the presence of police

at every public meeting, and which

prohibit the political clubs from tak

ing women members, as well as allow

ing women to join in a political debate

Until this last important restriction

is done away with the women of

Germany labor under a disadvantage

in even the most unpolitical work for

their own sex which women of other

countries cannot understand. For

those who heard the excellent

speeches delivered during the meet

ings of the congress there can be no

doubt that the women of Germany are

awaking to a sense of their possibil

ities and responsibilities, but until

they succeed in repealing the law that

prohibits for them any participation

in political life, even to the joining of

a club of semi-political character,

their work has a disheartening (Sis

yphus) character.

Herr von Gerlach congratulated the

Women's Clubs on their trouble with

the police, as a sign of their growing

importance. Police interference in

Germany, he said, had come in the pub

lic mind to be a diploma of maturity.

It was a sign for any progressive move

ment that it had grown in importance

sufficiently to be dangerous. The

woman's movement had not been con

sidered of sufficient weight before,

but from now on there was every pros
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pect that it would have the invaluable

free advertisement of police persecu

tion.

GRACE ISABEL COLBRON.

Berlin, Germany, Oct. 9, 1901.

AMONG THE DOUKHOBOES IN CAN

ADA.

"And the heavy night hung dark

The hills and water o'er,

When a band of exiles moored their bark

On a wild New England shore."

The Doukhobor settlements in the

undulating' prairie lands of eastern

Assiniboia, Northwestern Canada, are

the sequence of their immigration to

Canada after long and terrible suf

ferings for conscience' sake at the

hands of the Russian government

When at last the czar, yielding to the

appeals of influential sympathizers

with these persecuted people, per

mitted their departure from his do

minions, this "band of exiles," num

bering some 7,000 souls, embarked in

four large steamships from the east

ern extreme of the Black sea for

their long voyage to St. John and

Halifax. The vessels were chartered

and funds contributed through the

London and Philadelphia Society of

Friends on barely ten days' notice—

a testimony to their world-wide sym

pathy with the oppressed. After this

unprecedented pilgrimage across

thousands of leagues by sea and

thousands of miles by land they

reached their destination, where, by

persistent labor in the face of diffi

culties known only to the pioneer,

they have at last been enabled to es

tablish their homes and their "faith's

pure shrine." Here it was my priv

ilege to visit them, and in some de

gree to come to know them.

Wild sunflower and coreopsis shone

bright among the prairie grass, and

the bracing Assiniboia breeze flut

tered the papers from the tent table,

as on one Sunday morning we sat

chatting and resting. The sweet,

rich notes of a Russian hymn floated

to us on the breeze. Stepping to the

tent door we could hear the low

rumble of wheels on the trail, and

soon a team came trotting around

the willow bluff. A man and two

women in a farm wagon drove up

and alighted, making impressive sal

utations. We were to go to their

house. We said that we would" go

after dinner, but were told that din

ner was waiting for us at their place.

In the back of the wagon was a seat

placed lengthwise, covered with an

oriental rug-, and the wagon-box was

filled with hay. Such preparations

won the day, and we hurried for our

hats, while bright satisfaction shone

from the Doukhobor's eyes.

Driving past the fields of grain and

flax, we noticed near the poplar

bluff groups of small, hive-like struc

tures made of branches, and some

of them partly covered with sods.

These were the first temporary

Doukhobor shelters. Beyond the

poplars and willows we come to the

homes of to-day. On each side of

the village street is a row of snug,

warm houses built of logs and plas

tered; the roofs are of sod, and a

low chimney of sun-dried brick rises

from the center of each house. One

is a bath house, where the villagers

enjoy a weekly Turkish bath. In

front of each dwelling is a little gar

den, with nodding cultivated sun

flowers and vegetables, and to the

right and left of the village are the

larger gardens. This village not be

ing near a river, each house has its

own good well with a tall well-

sweep. The stable is attached to the

house, and behind that are the beau

tifully trimmed stacks of prairie

hay.

As we pass through the village the

people* bow to us, the men lifting

their caps with much ceremony.

Their costumes are bright and pic

turesque. The dark flat-topped caps

of the men have a r« i piping around

the crown and patent-leather peaks.

Shining white, full-sleeved shirts

bag- into loose folds around their

waists and meet the trousers of

wonderful cut, also gathered at the

top. Almost any garment would look

well set off by the long Russian

boots, the soft leather wrinkling

about the ankles. Their coats and

waistcoats fit to the waist, and the

former have a long, gathered frock

of more than 18 inches from the

waist down. Buttons are used, but

only for ornament, as the actual

fastenings are hooks and eyes.

The women's shoes are also of Rus

sian leather, low shape, showing

well-turned ankles in wonderfully

knitted stockings. On their heads

they wear bright caps, over which

they put handkerchiefs, tied under

their chins. "Gassets," or sleeveless

coats, cover their bright "waists."

Their skirts are also of some bright

color, and are caught up in front

to show the fine, home-woven linen

underskirt, with its red and white

border. Their aprons are specially

fine, with two or three bright strips

and lace across the bottom.

The Doukhobor meal begins with

tea, bread and salt, then vegetable

soup, fried potatoes, pancakes of ex

cellent quality, and eggs. Other

dishes are cheese cakes, pie crust

served in many fantastic shapes,

fresh sweet turnips, radishes, onions

and sometimes fruit. The guests sit

down and the members of the house

hold wait on them, merrily exchang

ing thoughts in broken English and

Russian, eked out by signs.

The interior throughout is finished

in yellow plaster, made from the clay

that lies underneath the rich black

Assinboia soil. Their houses have four

or five rooms, the largest compassed-

about by a seat, which is quite broad

on one side of the room. On this, each

evening, some of the beds are made,

a thick rug being first put over the

boards, then a big feather-bed, fresh

white sheets, square pillows, and a

quilt. All this is neatly folded and

put away during the day.

At the end of the broad seat, in the

corner, is the big brick oven—a pic

turesque feature of every Doukhobor

bouse. They display much taste in

oven-building, using sun-dried bricks.

At the other side of the room is a

small, high table. The floor is of

smooth-trodden plaster and earth,

kept beautifully clean by sweeping

with green bunches1 of prairie

"broom."

After thanking our hosts for the

dinner, we are invited to rest on the

bnoad seat, with our feet dangling in

the air or resting on wooden foot

stools. Some of the villagers sing as

they sit around the table, which has

been cleared of everything but the

homespun linen cloth. The singers

seem to think only of the hymn or

chant, and the others listen attentive

ly. It is curious but very beautiful

music. Outside the deep-set window

the sunflowers move in the breeze, and

the sun shines in, enriching the beauti

ful colors in the costumes, and in con

trast bringing out the soft, wonder

ful shadows of the interior.

During our summer's visit we slept

many times in these houses. Early in

the morning the family would be astir,

though quietly, and by the time we

were dressed there was generally a

row of children, washed and ready for

the day, reciting the commandments,

psalms, and other portions of Scrip

ture. It is a pretty sight, as they

stand, their attention on the recitation

and their faces full of earnest thought.

The mother or grandmother, who has

been busy in the adjoiningroom, listens

the while, and presently comes in;

she bows, the bow is returned by tht

line of little ones, a few sentences are
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said back and forth, and then off go

the children.

Family affection is very strong

among the Doukhobors, and the stand

ard of morality is high. The old peo

ple receive the greatest love and re

spect, and often have their sons,

grandsons and great-grandsons living

with them. The average family con

sists of four or five children.

In some districts the Doukhobors

live in a community, in others each

have their own gardens, stock and

fields. The strong bond holding them

together is not tribal, but rather

arises from similarity of belief. Thejr

Sunday village service -is held at day

break in the largest room in the vil

lage, and is very impressive. It con

tinues for about two and a half hours,

the men and women standing on op

posite sides of the room. The service

consists in recitation of Scripture,

chanting, and then greeting eachother

with the holy kiss. The men greet the

men and the women the women. The

men wear a fine woven woolen sash of

many colors, and the women wear a>

curious white knitted head-dress, over

which is arranged a dark red silk hand

kerchief .

In all the villages are good black

smiths and carpenters, and the women

will show with pride the heavy win

der ooats spun, dyed and woven by

themselves in llussia; also linen table-

napkins, very long and narrow, which

serve for a number of people.

Thus far the great problem which

confronts the settlers has been to

utilize -the material at hand for im

mediate necessities. Their pioneering

arrangements are so thorough and in

genious there is no doubt that they

will use the larger conveniences of this

country with the same skill as they

come within their reach.

After having sojourned in scores of

Doukhobor villages and hundreds of

their homes, I believe that we have

as important lessons to learn from

them in Christlikeness as- we have to

impart. When we consider what these

people have suffered through persecu

tion, exile and actual martyrdom for

conscience' sake, and the fact that

there is scarcely a family among them

unrepresented by a father, brother or

son still in Siberia, we need not scruple

to extend to them the hand of Chris

tian fellowship.—Miss Nellie E. Baker,

of Kingston, Can., in Missionary Re

view for August, 1901.

the rainfall, have their values calculat

ed and charged for. But the follow

ing "for rent" advertisement from the

London Morning Post is unique and

probably reaches the limit in enumera

tion of advantages: "A rock built,

crenelated castle, buffeted by the At

lantic surge, at one of the most roman

tic and dreaded points of our iron-

bound coast, in full view of the Death

stone; shipwrecks frequent, corpses

common; three reception and seven

bedrooms; every modern convenience;

10 gs. ($50) a week.—Address," etc.—

Wilmington (Del.) Justice.

The land owner is always careful to

charge for every advantage connected

with the land he wishes to sell or rent.

Pure air, fine scenery, good water, even

Anglo-Saxon (old-fa shionedly)—But

what, pray, is the difference between

"the Koran, tribute or the sword,"

and "the Bible, indemnity or benevo

lent assimilation?"

Anglo-Saxon (progressively) ■— Oh,

the Koran and the Bible are not in the

least comparable, as to literary style!

—Life.

Only children are unaware that

when honestcriticism is strangled, a re

public is dead. It has become a despot

ism. Without free and open discus

sion of Buchanan's policies, Abraham

Lincoln would nevtr have been elected.

And these people are Dot even honest

—they mean only that everyone shall

be estopped from criticising their

man; but they will feel perfectly free

to criticise the other man if he gets in.

Such are made particularly to be tne

easy raw material of despotisms. The

only fre3 man is the man who dares to

think and dares to let his neighbor

think.—Land of Sunshine.

"He thinks he's popular, eh?"

"Does he? Why, whenever his name

appears in the paper he fancies the

public reads it this way: 'John

(cheers) Henry (applause) Muggin

(loud and continuous cheering).' "—

—Philadelphia Press.

BOOK NOTICES.

Of "Collectivism and Indus-trial Evolu

tion" (Chicago: Charles H. Kerr & Co.

Translated by Charles H. Kerr), the au

thor, Emlle Vandervelde, member of the

Belgian Chamber of Deputies, says in his

preface: "We have here tried to explain

In as clear and concrete a form as we could

the main lines of the collectivlst concep

tion." In this effort he has succeeded,

but not to the credit of that conception.

At the outset he declares that our law

accords to certain, persons a power by

which they may, without personal labor,

assure themselves an Income. This In

come, continues the author, is given by

society to those who are favored by the

juridical organization. One might infer

from that that he would suggest the repeal

of the laws which grant this unjust "pow

er." But not so. He proceeds, quoting

Karl Marx approvingly, to argue that pri

vate property was originally equitable.

"This form," he quotes, "equitable in itself,

of private property, In which the laborer

was the free proprietor of the means of

labor operated by him—the peasant of the

field that he plowed, the workman of the

tool which he used Ingeniously—this form,

we say, excellent for its own time, con

forming to justice," etc. But Mr. Vander

velde utterly falls to perceive that noth

ing save the legal "power" he has already

referred to prevents the continuance of

that "equitable private property" which

"conforms to justice." Though seeing

clearly that "all causes which tend to In

crease the value of land, tend also to cause

a divorce between property and labor,"

and that "from the moment this separa

tion is produced, the exploitation of the

laborer begins," he nevertheless lays the

whole social difficulty at the door of private

capital. Coming to the question of dis

tribution, he recites various socialist pro

posals on that point, asserts his intention

to face the matter squarely, fails to carry

any one of the proposals he cites to a con

clusion, and finally gives the riddle up in

these words: "To sum up, then, it Is im

possible to formulate a principle of dis

tribution which shall be universally ap

plicable to all stages- of social evolution."

Not content to rest at this point, however,

he continues the argument until competl-

titlon—limited competition, It Is true, but

still competition—is invoked where social

istic formulas are conceded to be Incom

petent.

The book has truly accomplished Its pur

pose. It has shown "collectivlst concep

tions" to be Indefinite, absurd, empty. It

has done more. It has shown how densely

the vagaries of socialism and evolution

may befog a mind normally as acute as Mr.

Vandervelde's.

JOHN Z. WHITE.
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