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Sober men will reflect upon the
tragedy of the past week with conflict-
ing emotions. The attempted mur-
" der of President McKinley they will
recognize as an outrage upon the re-
public itself. He is 1its regularly
chosen chief servant. Inthatofficehe
personifies its laws and its liberty.
A'murderous blow, therefore, directed
at him in this capacity cannot but be
keenly felt by all of us who, believ-
ing in liberty secured by law, love
the free institutions of our country
and have faith in the triumph of its
ideals. Mr.McKinley,together with his
family andimmediate friends,should
have and will have universal sym-
pathy. Forthe crime that brought him
to the open door of another world no
palliation is possible; and for the
criminal the most charitable thought
is that he may have been irrespon-
sibly mad. But upoh these thoughts,
with all the sad and bitter emotions
they arouse, other thoughts obtrude.
In the lawless spirit which this erime
has excited, sober-minded men will
see more to deplore and more forthe
republic to fear, even than in the
crime itself.

When the assassin’s shots were
fired and President McKinley fell, the
spectators and the great crowds sur-
rounding them became a revengeful
mob. It was not unnatural. The]
first impulse of most men who wit-
ness the perpetration of a crime they
abhor is to tear the criminalto pieces,
just as it is the first impulse of wom-
en to weep. Neither wasit unnatural
in the futile detective, set as a guard
for the president, to strike the as-
sassin in the face, though the blow

| assault.

Uncontrollable anger at be-
ing frustrated in the object of his em-
ployment would be enough to ac-
count for him. Even the powerful
Negro whoseized the frail assassin‘aft+
er the shot, and would have mangled
him to death but for police interfer-
ence, is not to be condemned for the
savage act. His lawless impulse may
be attributed to the unwonted and
overpowering excitement of the mo-
ment. Things like these are within
the category of panic, and panicknows
no law. But they are temporary out-
bursts, which, as a rule, speedily give
way to better emotions.

These manifestations need give no
one concern for the future of the re-
public. Not so, however, with much
that has happened since. Christian
preachers have intimated that they
would welcome lynch law. Reputable
citizens have coolly urged criminal
acts against prisoners charged with
crime and argue that our institutions
allow too much liberty. One distin-
guished senator has given an inter-
view to the press saturated with the
spirit of lawlessness, and other public
men have imitated him. Enactments
of laws modeled after the infamous
alién and sedition laws of a century
ago are deliberately advised. The
newspapers, instead of trying to calm
popular excitement, to hold pos-
sible mobs in check, to foster
a law-abiding and orderly public
spirit, have, with a few honor-
able exceptions, - endeavored to fan
every spark of popular indigna-
tion into a flame of lawlessness. In-
stead of demanding that all the safe-
guards with which the law defends
liberty and shields innocence be ob-
served, they applaud the police
and spur them on when in a fu-
tile search for mythical accomplices of

came too late to stop the murderous

the assassin the police contemptuous-

-ly ignore these safeguards. The police

havemadedomiciliary visits; they have
seized persons and papers without
warrant; they havesubjected prison-
ers to secret cross-examination after
the manner of “courts of first in-
stance” in continental Europe, but
without the protection which those
courts throw around the innocent.
Beyond this official lawlessness, cab-
inet officers and congressmen, forget-
ful of the historic motives for limit-
ing treason to making war upon the
republic, are gravely proposing to in-
clude assaults upon the president -
among acts of treason; and even the
cabinet is reported to have agreed
upon measures to be pressed upon
congress, which, if enacted, would
dangerously augment the central
power. For those reactionary meas-
ures also the press is raising a hue and
cry. These are things which make
one wonder if popular fears may in-
deed be played upon to the extent of
causing the American people to throw
away what has been gained for free-
dom during centuries of heroic
struggle.

" If this un-American behavior were
butanimpulsive expression of true pa-
trioticsentiment,if it were only a tem-
porarily distorted manifestation of af-
fection for the spirit of liberty un-
der law that we have been trying for
more than a century to foster in this
country, then it might be encourag-
ing. In that case, abhorrent asit would
still be to all sanely patriotic minds,
we should know that the old affection
for the American-ideals is still alive,
even though for the moment they
are discarded. But no such inter-
pretation is possible. The best pos-
sible interpretation is that it is in-
spired directly or indirectly by per-
sonal or partisan affection for Mr. Me-

Kinley as an individual. Lower mo-
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tives intermingle. That is the

. best one. We shall study in vain such
manifestations of excitement as have
occurred and such preventive and
punitive legislation as has been. pro-
posed, to find even a sickly germ of af-
fection for the democratic institu-
tions of our republic.

‘There is in all this something pe-
culiarly sad to Americans who, de-
scended from revolutionary patriots,
have inherited the democratic spirit
of the revolution. They do not re-
gard this republic as perfect. But
they do regard it asthe beginning of
what' has every possibility of be-
coming as perfect a republic as
man is capable of developing. It is
with no lightness of heart, threrefore,
that they reflect upon attempts on the
one hand at assassinating their chief
public ‘servant, and observe upon the
other a foreboding tendency to stamp
out such crimes by turning the
republicintoadespotism. They cannot
view with satisfaction the disposition
to wreak ignoble vengeance upon the
assassin, rather than subject him with
dignity to the processes and penalties
of regularly administered law; they
cannot ‘remain silent while po-
licemen display contempt for laws
they are appointed to execute,
especially when the public tol-
erates this most dangerous species
of anarchy; they cannot but deplore
the apparent willingness of a large
class of their fellow citizens to dis-
card the safeguards of liberty for
which their fathers fought. If it
be true, as some say, that foreigners
who have not learned our theory of
government take advantage of its ex-
ceptional freedom to plot assassina-
tion, it is also true that Americans
who have forgotten our theory of gov-
ernment are urging us on, not vainly
either, to the acceptance of European
models which our fathers cast away.

Let us not be deceived to the undo-
ing of our republic, by appeals to
rabid emotion. Let us consider the

situation with sane minds. The ques-.

tion which the attempt upon Presi-

dent McKinley’s life should bring
home to everyone is not how to pro-
tect presidents’ lives especially, but
how. to protect human life. It ishu-
man life, not the lives of public
men merely, that we of this
country hold sacred. “How can
we make life inviolate?” asked
Rev. Herbert S. Bigelow, at a la-
bor meeting in New York last Sat-
urday, alluding to the assault upon
Mr.McKinley. His own answer to this
inoisive question was: “By cultivat-
ing in the community a sense of the
sacredness of life, not omly in the
white house, but alsoin the minesand,
mills.” One voice interrupted him
with a ery of “Shame!” That must
have been the voice either of a destruc-
tive anarchist or a monarchist. De-
structive aparchists might object to
Mr. Bigelow’s sentiment, because
respect for all human life would be a
deterrent to the assassination of
rulers; monarchists might object be-
cause in their estimation workers in
mines and mills are men of inferior
blood. But clearly the only guar-
antee of safety to public servants is,
as Mr. Bigelow said, universal recog-
nition of the sanctity of all human
life, the lives of the humble as well
as the lives of the great. Solongas
human life in mine and mill, in tene-
ment and slum, is cheaply held, tothe
end that a privileged few may revel in
luxuries they do not produce, so long
will vietims of this injustice breed in-
sane lusts for revengeful murder. But
more than that and beyond that. "So
long as war is advocated by men in
high places as a desirable mode of
discipline for a strenuous national
life, and the masses of men are looked
upon as food providentially provided
for powder, so long will conspicuous
characters be shining marks for the
assassin. In a moral atmosphere,
redolent of blood and foul with the
miasma of death, the wunbalapced
minds of strenuous lunaties naturally
foster a passion forthe blood of rulers.
The only preventive of tragediessuch
as that at Buffalo is the one which Mr.
Bigelow recommends. Instead of
cultivating a privileged leisure class

at the expense of a working class
plundered to the door of death, in-
stead of cultivating a national stren-
uous life at the expense of a grim
procession of individual lives march-
ing through pools of blood to kill
and be killed—instead of these vio-
lations of all that is holy in our
religions and all that is truly
noble in eur national ideals, let
us take Mr. Bigelow’s advice and cul-
tivate in the community a sense of
the sacredness of all human life.

Yet there was moreinvolved inthis
attempted assassination than the tak-
ing of an individual life from indi-
vidual malice. Mr. McKinley was
shot because he was president, by a
man who had conceived the possibil-
ity of thereby assailing the republic.
For that reason the assault becomes
a matter of political concern to every-
one who believes in our repub-
lican institutions. It is in this
sense that the murderous assault
upon Mr. McKinley is a publie calam-
ity. Not because he is a better presi-
dent than we haveeverhad. Thatisn’t
true. Not because he is an excep-
tionally good man. There are many
men as good as he. Not because the
place he holds cannot be filled by an-
other. It can be and will be over
and over again. ~ These are not the
reasons. What makes the assault s
public calamity, and all that can make
it 80, except as every murder is a pub-
lic calamity, is the fact that it is in
the nature of an attack upon repub-
lican government.

But such attacke cannot be guarded
against. Neither can they in them-
selvesmenace the republic. Assassina-
tions of public servants from polit-
jcal motives can no more overturn
a government of the people than as-
sassination of private citizens from
private malice can. Both are to be
deplored. Both kinds of assassins, to-
gether with their abettors, must be
punished. But no more in the one
case than in the other can arbitrary
measures for their prevention be even
partially effectual without producing
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greater evils than they are designed

to cure. If we are to have Russian

gecurity for our officials, we must es-

tablish Russian absolutism. Even:

~ then the assassin will now and again
accomplish his end. Simplicity of
life‘and confidence in the public are
better armor for American officials
against assassination than Russian
methods. It is true that Lincoln
trusted to these and was murdered.
But that was at a time of fierce pas-
sions, when even a Russian bodyguard
might not have saved him. It is true
also that Garfield trusted himself in

" like manner. But he was killed by a
maniac. Harrison was absolutely con-
fiding, surrounding himself with no
guard, traveling as unostentatiously as
a private citizen, declaringthat no one
would hurt him but & madman, and
that no possible precaution could
avert that danger, and not a
hand was raised against him. But
President McKinley, protected by a
double line of soldiers forming a lane
through which the people passed to
greet him, and guarded by two secret
service officers close at hand, falls a
vietim to an assassin’s pistol. What"]
else can be done but Jawfully to punish
the offender and his accessories, if by
lawful means it can be proved that
he had accessories? Nothing more,
unless we follow the dahgerous ad-
vice of evil counselors and imitate the
autocratic example of Germany and
Russia.

Just here is the greatest menace of
destructive anarchy. It is the dan-
ger that the popular fears it excites
may cause the people to tolerate
what is nominally for “the suppres-
sion of anarchy,” but which in faet,
be it so intended or not, will abol-
ish traditional safeguards of liberty
and open the way to thatimperialistic
era at home which our crown colony
venture abroad has foreshadowed.
Even now it is reported from Wash-
ington that Attorney General Knox
is preparing a bill to be recommended
to congress next winter, and of course
pushed through if possible, making

conspiracies against a president,

[ d

wherever committed, triable and pun-
ishable by the federal courts. The dis-
tinguished correspondent, Mr. Well-
man, who tells his paper about this
measure, deseribes it as one that—
will not be a statute of lese majesty,
but it will be the republican coun-
terpart thereof, in so far as our con-
stitution and form of government
will permit.

This is but an indication-of the as-
saults upon the underlying principles
of our government that will be quick-

ly made if popular fears of anarchists-

can be effectually played upon.

It ought to be evident to well-bal-
anced men that the schemes proposed
for “crushing anarchy” cannot crush
what those who propose these schemes
profess to fear. Nothing in the way
of penalties can prevent one man from
killing another, if he determines to
do it and is willing to die himself.
Such a man cannot be intimidated by
penalties. Nor can anything restrain
madmexn. -All that laws for the “sup-
pression” of anarchy can. accomplish
is to interfere with the legitimate ac-
tivities of persons who are not assas-

sing, and have nothing in common’

with them.

It would be both misleading and
unjust to close this discussion without
a word- for the brighter side. The
question before us fortunately does
not present a choice between one
kind of anarchy threatening the lives
of public servants and a second kind of
anarchy threatening the liberties of
the republic. There is another and
hopeful alternative. A wholesome
sentiment is plainly observable
which appears to be gaining
headway. If some preachers have
made advances toward lyoch law,
others stand firmly for liberty and or-
der. If some prominent -citizens
would make the calamity the opportu-
nity for a stride backward toward the
despotism from which we have
emerged,otherswith clearervision and
steadier purpose warn us gravely and
wisely to maintain our institutions
and preserve our liberties. If some
newspapers riotously raise a hue and

cry, inflaming public passion and dis-
turbing orderly procedure, there are
others that strike a different and more
cheering note. Inthelattercategory,
in Chicago alone, there are three at
least—two of them Republican and
one Democratic—the Evening Post,
the Record-Herald and the Chronicle.
As an illustration of this betterspirit,
},1ere is an extract from an editorial in
the Post of the 11th:

Every enlightened citizen should
urge, above al things, scrupulous obe-
dience to the law on the part of its
official guardians. There should be
no manufacturing of evidence, no
straining of statutes, no violation of
the letter or spirit of the fundamental
principles of American justice, Amer-
ican liberty and American jurisprud-
ence: Let our practice conform to our
preaching. Hysteria and intemper-

-ance of speech on the part of public

men lead to disregard by the authori-
ties of the very safeguards which pro-
tect our form of government from vio-
lence and successful attack. We must
do justice justly, and beware of com-
mitting the folly of combating law-
lessness in a lawless way.

So long as there is even a minority sen-
timent so sound, so sane, 8o reason-
able as that, a sentiment so keenly
sensitive to the vital principles of
American polity, we need have no
more than a passing fear of anarchy
of any kind—be it the destructive.
form of anarchy that would assas-
sinate public servante, or the worse
form of anarchy that would assassin-
ate publicliberty.

The equitable taxation movement
shows growing signs of vitality in the
Democratic party every here and there
throughout the country. One of the

 best of the party platforms on this

subject is that of the Democracy of
Union county, Pa., reported on the
26th by a committee of which L. F.
Lybarger was chairman. The taxa-
tion plank of the platform is a model:

We favor the old democratic doc-
trine announced by Jefferson of *“Equal
rights for all, special privileges for
none,” and therefore we favor the abo-
lition of all laws granting special privi-
leges either to private individuals or
public corporations. We favor the tax-
ation of all corporations upon the basis
of their full franchise value, thus plac-
ing them upon a par with all other
forms of property, and greatly reduc-
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ing the burden of taxation ﬁoﬁres;ﬁing
almost wholly upon farming and la-
boring classes. )

Just as the Democratic party shows
a steady advance in the direction of
equitable taxation, so doesthe Repub-
lican party, under plutocratic guid-
ance, the more clearly disclose its pur-
pose of backing the tax dodging cor-
porations in their policy of throw~
ing unequal burdens upon home own-
ers and farmers. This purpose was

exhibited by the state board of equali--

zation of Ohio, all Republicans,
when Mayor Johnson appeared be-
fore it last week to urge an increasein,
the valuation of the railroad property
of that state. Our readers will recall
Mayor Johnson’s experience before
the boards of county auditors, com-
mented upon at pages 83, 100, and
115. His fight turned upon the re-
fusal of the auditors to assess railroad
property at as large a proportion of
market value as residence and farm
property is assessed at. The latter
is assessed at about 60 per cent., while
the former is put at only 10 or 15 per
cent. Consequently residence and
farm properties pay something like
treble the taxes of railroad property,
value for value. The county auditors,
whether influenced by the railroad
passes and privileges they receive, or
other motives, made only slight
changes in railroad valuations; and
Mayor Johnson, supported by the
League of Ohio Municipalities, con-
sequently carried the matter before
the state board, composed of State
Auditor Guilbert, State Treasurer
Cameron, Attorney General Sheets,
and Railroad Commissioner Morris.
A hearing was accorded on the 5th,
the reports of which make interest-
ing reading.

The animus of the board appeared
from the start. One of its members,
the state treasurer, was indiscreet
enough to give expression to it.
“What is the gentleman’s name?”
he asked, with a sneering assumption
of ignorance, as Mayor Johnson took
his seat after explaining the manner

"Ohio are appraised for taxation at]

in which the League had decided to"
be represented. “My name is John-
son,” replied the mayor of Cleve-
land, good humoredly; “what is your
name?” The state treasurer flushed
as he answered: “Cameron.” “In-
deed,” said Johnson, smiling suavely,
“Iam glad to meet you.” While May-
or Johnson and his coadjutors were
trying to get the board to indicate
the time they would give to the hear-
ing, the board declared that time was
precious. But after the hearing, in
which the railroad attorneys refused
to participate, it discovered that time
was not so pressing after all, and ap-
pointed the 14th for their accommoda-
tion. Mayor Johnson announced
that he also would attend on that oc-
casion.

The hearing proceeded. Newton
D. Baker, attorney for the city equali-
zation board of Cleveland, opened
with a discussion of the legal aspects
of the question involved, and was
followed by Prof. Edward W. Bemis
with a presentation of the facts. Prof.
Bemis showed that the railroads of

less than $117,000,000, or only 22.14
per cent. of their value for purposes
of sale; while farms, city real estate
and ordinary manufacturers and mer-
chants are assessed on the average at
about three times as much, in propor-
tion to the value of their property.
His brief is a compact digest of the
values of the railroads in Ohio, and of
the court decisions on the question of
taxing those values. After citing the
state constitution and statutes bear-
ing upon this point, the brief pro-
ceeds:

From these considerations it is clear
that it is the duty of the boards of au-
ditors to appraise the properties of
railroad companies at their true value
in money, and that if these boards fail
to perform, or err in the performance
of this duty, the state board hasample
powers amd is in duty bound to act
and to correct the local returns until
the true value in money of all such
property appears upon the duplicate.
The true value in money of property
is the price for which it will sell in an
open and unexcited market. The price

the estimated ‘price of ‘its rails, ties, -
roadbed and equipment separated and
considered apart from their use, any
more than the price of a house is the
Price obtainable for its several parts—
its brick, mortar, wood, etc.—if taken
away and sold; but is the aggregate
market worth of the property as a
going concern—as a railroad, net as
a scrap heap. Our supreme court has
decided that ties, rails, etc., when put
to such use cease to be mere ties and
rails and become a railroad. It is
therefore & plain fraud upon the con-
stitution and statutes of the state to
disintegrate into worthless constitu-
ents a valuable property for purposes
of taxation, and it is the duty of the
auditors and of this board not to be
misled into the commission of such a
wrong. It may be urged that taxation
of the selling price of the entire prop-
erty would be a taxation of its fran-
chises or good will and that “fran-
chises” are not taxable in Ohio. The
franchise to be a body corporateis not
taxable, but the value which property
derives from its use, from being in a
certain place at a certain time, from its
relation to other property, is in reality
its entire value and no sound distinec-
tion can be made between the physical
property and its time and place and
use elements. Many cases arise in
which the value of property is diffi-
cult of determination by mere inspec-
tion and estimate; theconstituent ele-
ments of a railroad are not in the mar-
ket; but the railroad as a whole is in
themarketand hasareadily ascertaina~
blereal valueinmoney. Ite debts, repre-
sented by bonds and floating indebted-
ness, together with the market value
of its stocks, represent accurately the
exaet price necessary to buy a minor-
ity holding, which always costs less
than a controlling interest. Taking
the market value of minority shares
protects the property from overvalua-
tion from competition for control or
other market disturbance.

Inasmuch as the state board had
indicated doubt as to its legal power
to raise the grand total of railroad
valuations as fixed by the county au-
ditors, Prof: Bemis called attention fo
its own records:

In 1895 you increased the total $3,500;
in 1896, $31,535; in 1897, 3,428; in 1898,
$3,700; in 1899, $3,000, and in 1900,
$3,000. Of course, these amounts are
not large, but they serve to show that
in the past you have not been fright-
ened about going above the grand to-
tal of the appraisements as made by
the county auditors.

Mayor Johnson followed Prof.
Bemis and closed the hearing. He

for which a railroad will sell is not

dismissed constitutional questions by

.
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referring them to the lawyers, saying
he was there—

to complain because the boards of
county auditors have failed in the per-
formance of their sworn duties and
thereby robbed not only the counties
in which are located the large cities
but those in which our rural brethren
live as well.

“Perhaps the county auditors didn’t
know any better,” interrupted the at-
torney general, jocosely; and Mayor
Johnson took advantage of the in-
terruption to retort:

Perhaps they didn’t, but those who
met at Cleveland could not offer such
an excuse. We told them better and
we didn’t ask them to take our word
for it, either. We asked them to call
in the railroad officials and demand
their books and see for t-hemselvés,
and we ask this board to do the same.
We do not ask you to accept our state-
ment alone. We have pointed out the
facts and have told you how you can
find them for yourselves. I think the
boardsofcountyauditorsare composed
very much like other public bodies.
Some of the men are honest, some are
fools and rascals. - I do not know of a
public body that is constituted other-
wise, from the senate of the United
States down. )

The Cleveland mayor then went on
to outline the obstacles that taxing of-
ficials, for the protection of railroad
interests, were throwing in the way
not merely of equitable but of legal
taxation:

When at Cleveland before the eight
boards of auditors we asked them to
appraise the railroads at 60 per cent.
of their true value in money, they said
to us: “Why do you ask us to do that
when the other railroads in the state
are not assessed that way? Why do
You not go before the state board at
Columbus and ask it toassessallroads
alike?” 1 answered them: “Gentle-
men, I recognize the merit of your
<laim that all railroad propertyshould
be assessed on the same basis, and I
intend to go before the state board
and demand that it be done. Butwhat
T ask of you is that you do youmsduty
and assess the roads now before you
at 60 per cent. of their true value.”

Now suppose this board refuses to
equalize these appraisements by as-
sessing all the roads at 60 per cent. of
their true value in money, what rem-
edy have the .people? None., If you
do not do your duty there is no higher
body to which the people can appeal.
But thet is not true of the railroads.

If you exceed your powers by the frac-
tion of an inch the railroads will at
once appeal to the courts and have it
corrected. The supreme court will

undo any illegal act that you may do,
but it will not do any legal act which
you should have done. I do notknow
what you will do, but I do know that
there will come a time when the peo-
ple will find a way of making the greab
steam railroad and other corporations
pay their just share of the burden of
taxation.

Mayor Johnson’s last words must
have stung, as they were doubtless in-
tended to, not because the words
themselves were harsh, but because
they disclosed a fact which might ac-
count for the peculiarbehavior during
the hearing, of part of the board. He
said:

The big corporations get.allthe bene-
fits of the present methods of assess-
ments. How? By influencing audi-
tors, by influencing legislators, by
influencing courts and by influencing
elections. Let us take off the mask
and.be frank with each other. I say
that no auditor or other official who
has a railroad pass in his pocket or
accepts other favors from these cor-
porations i$ a fit man to say howmuch
of the tax burden they shall pay.
Some men may be above these influ-
ences, but I doubt it. Why, gentlemen,
this business of extending favors to
public officials has even gone so far as
to extend to your august body. Two
of you accepted an invitation of a cer-
tain railroad official to take a long trip
in a private car to California. Ihope
it did not influence you.

The_report from which we quote sim-
ply but significantly observes that
after Mayor Johnson resumed his
seat, “for a few moments there was
absolute quiet, everyone present ex-
pecting that some one on the board
would challenge the mayor for an
explanation.” But mno challenge

came.

Whoever appreciates the fact, now
clearly demonstrated, that Mayor
Johnson is giving the country an
object lesson in thorough and hon-
est administration, without corrupt
politics, and democratic in the best
sense of the word, will be glad toknow
that he returned from his mission be-
fore the state auditors to win a com-
plete victory for clean and genuine
democracy at his county convention.
Usually, when it is reported that a
party convention adopts the adminis-
tration slate, the public understand

rightly that machine politics has won
another victory. But not so in this
case. A faction of the party in Cleve-
land had organized to embarrass
Johnson, and local report had it that
street car money was behind the
movement. At one stage, this oppo-
sition felt strong enough to propose
a compromise, offering to fall into
line if Johnson would allow itsleaders
to name three out of the ten candi-
dates for legislative representatives. -
But objectionable men upon the tick-
et, even two or three, was feared by
Johnson more than anything else;
and he bluntly replied to the oppos-
ing faction that if they could nomi-
nate three candidates he preferred
they should nominate all. Theresult
is that a ticket of extraordinary clean-
ness throughout was chosen last Sat-
urday by majorities so large . as to
make the nominations almost unani-
mous.

The platform adopted by the con-*
vention is worth noting as anotherin-
stance of the advances genuine de-
mocracy is making. It demands pub-
lic sessions -of assessing boards, the
assessment of railroads at their “sala-
ble value as going concerns,” the-sep-
aration of state and local revenues,
and public reports from public serv-
ice corporations to the end that the
value of their privileges may be
known; renewal of franchises with-
out a referendum is opposed; accept-
ance of free passes by public officials
is declared to be cause for removal;
municipal home rule as to bond is-
sues, franchises and taxation is de-
manded; and government by injune-
tion and denial of peaceable persua-
sion by pickets in strikes are de-
nounced. The platform begins with
this declaration:

The equalization of the burdens of
taxation and the preservation of local
self-government ware the para-
mount issues of this campaign. We
believe that the first duty of our legis-
-lators is to destroy legalized'privileges
and to secure to the people affected
the control of their own affairs; that
the first duty of our executive officers
is faithfully to execute all the laws
in the interest of all the people.
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Chicago is somewhat excited over
the question of supplying school chil-
dren with school books free. That
question was settled in New York
more than a generation ago, and set-
tled sensibly. It was there assumed
that free school books and freeschools
go together. Under circumstances
that make it right to maintain a free
public school system, it must be right
to furnish free school books. It is
quite conceivable that in a free state
of society, where every man’s income
was in proportion to his earnings, free
schools would be abandoned. Butun-
der existing conditions we not only
need free schools but we have them.
In these circumstances the ques-
tion of free books raises no minor is-
sue. It raises the issue of the free
school system itself. Granted that
free schools should be maintained
by general taxation, and free school
books follow as a matter of course.
They are a logical if not essential

part of the system.

Mr. Bryan has been thoughtlessly
criticised for saying in a labor day
speech that “each decade in our his-
tory shows greater production of
wealth, and the men who produce it
have less to show for it.” The criti-
cisms are based upon statistics of
increasing wages and diminishing cost
of living. But Mr. Bryanisright. Sta-
tistics of wages are utterly misleading.
The wages referred to are usually day
wages or week wages. When com-
puted into yearly wages, they are
vitiated by inability, or at any rate
neglect, to get at an average which
fairly includes the unemployed. If,
therefore, slack employment has in-
creased, wages in general might be
less though these defective statistics
of wages showed a gain. But it is evi-
dent, without reference to statistics,
that the condition of the working
class has declined; and this, after all,
is the essence of Mr. Bryan’s indiet-
ment of economic conditions.

In the first place, the lowest grades
of laborers are worse off than they
used to be except as charity has come

in to help them. In the next place,
the cost of living now is not compara-
ble with the cost of living formerly,
merely upon the basis of the prices of
staples, which is the basis upon which
statistics of the cost of living rest.
When clothing and other necessaries
were made at home, costing nothing
in money except for the materials
and next to nothing for them, a low
rate of wages yielded a better liv-
ing than higher wages would yield
now, when nearly all necessaries must
be bought. In the third place, there,
has been a great extension in the cata-
logue of necessaries. In the past, men
could live self-respecting lives with
a range of supplieswhich in thesedays
would mark them as almost paupers.
The siwgle item of street car fare,
caused by the necessity of living ata
distance from working place and sup-
ply stores, adds not less than $25,and
probably $50 a year to the living ex-
penses of working class families.
Living expenses, therefore, have been
increased by the necessity for buying
some things formerly made by the
family and other things that former-
ly were unknown; but the statistics
of living expenses take no account of
these important changes. Could they
be statistically measured, the relation
of wages to living expenses would not
look as pretty in the government re-
ports as they do.

But the chief consideration is yet.
to mention. Suppose we admit, as
we are far from doing, except for the
argument, that Mr. Bryan was wrong
if he meant that workingmen get a
poorer living absolutely than they
used to get. Even then he was not
wrong if he meant that they get a
peorer living relatively—a smaller
proportion of what they produce. In
half a century productive power has
increased enormously. In many vo-
cations one man can accomplish more
now than 100 could then. It would
be a conservative estimate to say of
the aggregate of labor that it is five
times as productive as it was in the
middle of the last century. Yet who
would dare venture the assertion

that workingmen, as such, are five
times, or four times, or three times,
or even twice as well off as they were
50 years ago. The point of Mr. Bry-
an’s remark is that those who do the
work of the world are plundered;
and that point is proved when it ap-
pears, as to every observant man it
must appear, that wages do not ad-
vance in proportion to advances in
labor power.

ANARCHIEM.

The assault upon President Me-
Kinley by an assassin who avows him-
self an anarchist, and proclaims that
his murderous act was a duty, once
more directs attention to the subject
of anarchism.

Of anarchists there are various
schools or parties. ‘They differ all
the way from conspiratorsand revolu-
tionists to men of Quaker-like prin-
ciples and practices. To suspect all
anarchists, therefore, of complicity
in assassination because one has com-
mitted the crime, is like suspecting
every Christian of believing in trans-
substantiation because:Catholics do,
or in immersive baptism because Bap-
tists do, or in predestimation because
Presbyterians do, or in the non-exist-
ence of disease because Christian Sci-

entists do.

One school of anarchists is simply
what the name implies—extreme in-
dividualists. They believe that gov-
ernment is bad, because it interferes
with equal freedom. But to abol-
ish government by assassinating
rulers is as far from their thoughts as
the abolition of war by assassinating
generals would be to a Quaker. They

‘depend upon education in their-phil-

osophy, and upon the development of
thought, for the triumph of their the-
ortes.> The distinguishing character-
istic of this school is its absolute reli-
ance upon+the efficiency, for the main-
tenance of order and the equitablead-
justment of social relations, of the
natural law of competition.

Another school is that of the com-
munist-anarchist. All the schoolsex-
cept that mentioned above, might be
classed as sub-groups of this one, the
classification depending less upon di-
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versity as to principle than upon dis-
agreement as to practical methods.
€ommunist-anarchists resemble so-
cialists in rejecting or proposing to
abolish the law of competition, but
they are repelled from socialism by its
governmentalism. They would have
government, but not coercive govern-
ment.  Their system is, as its
name implies, individualism modified
by communism. Prince Krapotkin,
whose views we considered last
spring (p. 36), is a famous apostle of
communist-anarchism,

That there are adherents of this
school who advocate physical ‘force,
including astassination, is doubtless
true. Butthatpolicyisno more a char-
acteristic of the school than it isof the
Republican party, some” of whose
members in Kentucky murdered Goe-
bel, and whose governor of Indiana
made an asylum for one of the indict-
ed persons.

It is a policy, however, which sub-
~ jects anarchists of the peaceable sort
“to serious misconception and grave

danger. Not only are they Ili-
able to be prosecuted as accomplices
of revolutionary anarchists, with
whom they are in agreement upon
philosophical principles but whose
practical methods they reject; they
are in even greater danger of being
victimized by detectives masquerad-
ing as anarchists. Itisan old detective
trick to join suspected conspirators
and urge violence with a view to
disclosing their lawless character
and fixing guilt upon individ-
ual members. With shrewd men,

or men of clear convictions and:

strong individuality who oppose vio-
lence, the trick fails. But weak or
enthusiastic men, though they
bave no sympathy with violence,

are easily led into good-naturedly as-

senting to almost any abstract propo-
sition made by a “comrade,” even if he
be a man they wish in future to avoid.
Very much of the police information
about anarchists has, we suspect, been
obtained in this way.

We believethetruth tobethat there
are very few anarchists in this coun-
try who expect to resort to violence
against American public servants, or
who either directly orindirectly advo-
cate such violence. There may be

‘them, it is a prophecy.

lution will come in time, even here;
but this is not a programme with
There are
many who talk loosely, but their
speeches would attract no more
attention than the speeches of
any other stump speaker, if
their ideas were not already la-
beled “dangerous.” But with that
label the Lord’s prayer or the dec-
laration of independence, repeated by
them, has a sanguinary sound to the
ignorant. :

There are also some weak-minded
characters in the anarchist movement
who think that these speeches  in-
spire them to commit murder. Mr.
McKinley’s assailant appears +to
be one of that kind. He traceg
his murderous impulse to a
speech by Emma Goldman. But
the speech he refers to appears,
as now published, to furnish no rea-
son for suspecting Miss Goldman of
being his instigator. So far from ad-
vocating violence in this speech, she
expressly declared against it. She
did refuse to condemn those who re-
sort to violence, and she expressed
sympathy with several who had done
.80; but our criminal law would have
to be badly twisted to make her re-
sponsible, on the basis of those utter-
ances, for the attack, four months
later, upon President McKinley. Ac-
cording to a special dispatch from
Cleveland to the Chicago Tribune,
published on the 8th, Miss Goldman
could not have said much to incite to

"assassination; for, as - that dispateh

read, “during Miss Goldman’s address
a strong detail of police was in the
hall to keep her from uttering senti-
ments which were regarded as too rad-
ical.” This intrusion of arbitrary
power in police uniform at a lecture
might very much more easily have in-
cited a man like Czolgosz to commit
his crime, than anything Miss Gold-
man is reported to have said.

The reckless speeches of anarchist
orators are, as we believe, best left
alone. We believe this because there
are worse things than.speeches advo-
cating violence, and one of themisa
public policy which turns policemen
into censors of public speaking. We
believe it also because speeches urging
violence react, if left alone,upon those

more who believe that a violent revo-

who make them, and if they fairly

represent a cause, upon the cause
itself. We believe it also because
we do not believe that assassins -
are ever really instigated by vio-
lent speeches, unless they are in-
sane; and that if insane they are just
as liable to be instigated by a tem-
perance speech or a chapter from the
old testament. No public speaker
‘would be safe if any murderer might
implicate him in the crime by as-
serting that he received the murder-
ous impulse from a speech of his.

It is needless for us to say that we
have no sympathy with the physical
force idea in this country. There are
countries where public opinion iskept
in ignorance and subjection, and .
where, consequently, physical force -
and terrorism. of officials are ex-
cusable though exceedingly inef-
fective methods of agitation. But
in this country press and platform are
as a whole entirely free, so that the
people can be educated along any lines
that interest them. The right of an-
archists to use these means forspread-
ing a knowledge of their theories of
civilization without government has
been and must be maintained. This
right can be safely taken from nobody
who seeks the public ear. And if
anarchists succeed in converting a
majority of the people to their views,
the ballot offers an adequate, even if
crude, method of putting them into
practice. Crude as it is, it is a better
method than terrorism, better than
assassination or violence of any kind,
better even than passive non-con-
formity. With facilities like these
there is no warrant for violence,
no need for conspiracies, no ex-
cuse for speeches suggesting or
applauding violence, no reason
whatever for that playing at rev-
‘olutionist in which some anarchists
find a speeies of satisfaction. Not
only is there no excuse, but such con-
duct is calculated to excite a pop-
ular frenzy, which, when some one
shoots down a prominent man, may
engulf not only the slayer, but those
also who have played at conspiracy,
and even better men who have not.

Itbehoovesthe peaceable anarchists
of this country, if they insist upon us-
ing a name that is associated in the
public mind with theidea of cowardly

assassination, to break off all organic
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relations with physical force an-
archists, and not only to disclaim but
to denounce assassination asamethod
of advancing their cause. On the
other hand, it behooves people whoare
not anarchists to learn the difference
between men who murder and teach
murder and men who by peaceable
methods propagate the political doc-
trine of individualism.

NEWS :

A vast concourse of people at the
Buffalo exposition on the 6th were
frenzied by an attempt upon the life
of President McKinley. Astheshock-
ing news ran over the wires, the whole
country shared for the moment in
" this feeling. But bulletins from the
president’s bedside soon encouraged
hopes of his recovery; and as hope
ripened into confidence, the fury
that at first threatened to pos-
eess the people gave ' way to
the sober second thought. Many
newspapers and some policemen,
seconded by politicians of a
certain type, have endeavored to
keep up the unwholesome excitement;
but upon the whole the public mind
is singularly calm. o

. The deplorable event occurred in
the Temple of Music at the exposi-
tion. President McKinley was hold-
ing a reception. In this music tem-
ple were 3,000 persons, while 10,000
were pressing at the entrance for ad-
mission. A passage had been formed
by two parallel lines of soldiers,
through which the public passed,
shaking the president’s hand as they
went by him. In this line was an
obscure man, Leon Czolgosz (Tshawl-
gosts), who is now notorious the
world over. His right hand was
covered with a handkerchief as
if it had been wounded. In
fact it concealed a  derringer
pistol. Czolgosz came into the pres-
ident’s vicinity at about four o’clock
in the afternoon. As he reached out
with his left hand, apparently for the
purpose of shaking the president’s
outstretched right, he fired upon the
president twice, through the hand-
kerchief that concealed his weapon.
One bullet struck the president on
the upper portion of the breast bone.
It did not penetrate, but glanced off.
The other penetrated the abdomen,
five inches below the left nipple and
an inch and a half to the left of the
median line. It passed through the

stomach, and found lodgment in the
muscles of the back, where it still re-

mains and probably always will, the |

surgeons having decided to make no
effort to extract it.

The president sank into the arms
of friends and was speedily carried
to the emergency hospital, where dis-
tinguished surgeons operated upon

| him. They opened the body through

the line of the bullet' wound, closed
the perforation of the front wall of the
stomach with silk stitches, bound and
closed the perforation of the back
wall in the same way, and searched
without success for the further course
of the bullet. No injury to the in-
testines or any other abdominal or-
gan was discovered. Such is the sub-
etance of the public statement made
during the evening of the 6th by Mr.
Cortelyou, the secretary to the presi-
dent. Since then Mr. McKinley’s
condition has steadily improved, and
he is now considered out of danger.

As the shots reverberated through
the great music hall, a secret service
officer, who stood directly opposite
the president, struck Czolgosz, hurl-
ing him to the floor, while another
seized the assassin’s hand and took
away his pistol. As Czolgosz fell, a
large Negro, the next person in line,
threw himself upon him and would
have mangled him to death had he
not been rescued by some of the sol-
diers. When finally arrested the as-
sassin gave the name of Nieman (Ger-
man for no man), and explaining his
crime said he was an anarchist and had

done his duty. During the arrange-,

ments to remove him, lynching cries
were raised in the crowd, and the car-
riage in which he rode was violently
attacked by mobs. But some of the
Buffalo police and the detachment of
soldiers, to whom alike special credit is
due for their intelligent efforts
at the critical moment to per-
form their duty in a lawful
manner, succeeded in carrying him
safely to police headquarters,
where he is still confined. Czol-
gosz has proved to be of American
birth and a resident of Cleveland. He
is about 27 years of age.

Immediately after the commission
of Czolgosz’s crime, the police of New

- York, Chicago, Philadelphia and

other cities became active and sensa-
tional, as well as somewhat lawless,
in what they describe as “rounding
up anarchists.” They were especial-
ly vigorous in Chicago, where serious

[ charges of corruption overhang them.
Capt. Colleran, with a squad of five
officers, went on the evening of the
crime to the house of Abraham Isaak,
the pulylisher of a communist-anar-
chist paper, and a friend and disciple
of Prince Krapotkin. The paper is
called Free Society. It has come to
our office as an exchange for several
months, and has seemed to be a per-
fectly legitimate publication, advo-
cating individualistic and communis-
tic principles of society and govern-
ment in a reasonable manner, and in
no way encouraging lawless methods.

1As no lawless quotations from its col- .

umns have yet been given out by the
police, it may be fairly inferred that
the paper is not a lawless publication.
Arriving at Mr. Isaak’s house on the
evening in guestion, the police broke
in, and, without a warrant, arrested¢
eight persons besides himself, includ-
ing his wife and young daughter.
Also without a warrant, they searched
his house and seized his papers. The
prisoners were locked up at the police
station and subjected to what is
known as the “sweat box” examina-
tion. Warrants for the prisoners’ de-
tention were obtained on the 7th, and
a hearing has been set for the 19th.
The women prisoners have since been
unconditionally released; but the
others are still held without the privi-
lege of giving bail, and upon that
ground writs of habeas corpus have
been issued in their behalf, returnable
on the 13th.

At the “sweat box” examination
Isaak told in ¢ubstance the following
story, as reported by the daily press:

It is possible that I may have met
Czolgosz. There was aman I met July
12, the night Emma Goldman left Chi-
cago. I had never seen him or spoken
to him before, but he came ‘to me and
said his name was Czlosz. I suppose
he spelled it that way, though it might
have been Schloss, for all I know of
the spelling. I went to the Rock Is-
land station to see Miss Goldman de-
part, and she said to me: ‘Thereisa
man there who wants to talk with you.”
The man had spoken to.her after her
last lecture just before she left our
home, and had come down to the city
with her. He took me aside and asked
about our secret meetings. He did'not
go away with Miss Goldman, but rode
home with me on the elevated train,
riding inside while I stood on the plat-
form. When we got home he came
into my house, remaining about ten
minutes. He repeated his questiors
about our secret meetings, and wanted
to know how to join. He said he was

tired of theory, and was anxiou®
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to do something active. He asked me
if we would provide him means. I told
him we would help him tolget work,
but would not give him money. Then
"I took him to Esther Wolfson’s lodg-
ing-house and paid for @ room for him.
I asked him to breakfast, but he did
not come, and I never saw him again.
I thought the man was a spy. He talked
too violently. Then hisquestionabout
secret societies showed he was not a
true anarchist. We have no secret so-
cieties. All our meetings are public.
If he had come to breakfast I would
have had my friends there, and would
have searched him thoroughly to see
if he was square. We fear spies be-
cause there are lots of them, and they
try to stir us up to violence that we
don’t want, in order to betray us. They
always talk about secret societies. I
feared the man, and despised him. If
he was as I thought, and as he has
turned out to be, if he is the assassin,
he was the kind of a man I wanted
nothing to do with. I did not sympa-
thize with him. I do not believe Czol-
gosz is an anarchist, orif he ishe isa
crazy one. I would not help him in
any way. If he was sane, he took his
chances, knew the penalty and will not
ask help. Iam an anarchist. Iam for
a campaign of education, not of vio-
lence, though. Assassination is not
our way. We are fighting the system.
If he had assassinated the czar I would
have had sympathy with him. Isym-
pathized with the man who kiledKing
Humbert. There -is-tyranny in those
countries. There is tyranny here, but
the president is not mnecessarily a
tyrant. He is like many other men—
no better, no worse. Are our views re-
sponsible for this crime? Would you
call the republican party responsible
for the assassination of Goebel?

’

After Czolgosz, the assassin, had
been secured, he attributed his mur-
derous impulse to a speech he had
heard in Cleveland, delivered three or
four months ago, by Emma Goldman.
For this reason efforts to arrest Miss
Goldman were promptly made. They
resulted successfully on the 10th,
when she was apprehended in Chi-
cago. When she appeared before the
chief of police, Mr. O’Neill, he of-
fered hishand, but she refused to take
it, saying: “If you were at your
home, chief, I would not object to
shaking hands with you, but I can’t
shake hands with a police officer offi-
cially.” She also was put through
the “sweat box” process. Her state-
ment, as printed in the Chicago pa-
pers, was in substance, so far as it re-
lates to her views and her possible
complicity in Czolgosz’s crime, as fol-
lows: .

- Czolgosz is 1ot my disciple. Idon’t

believe he ever said he got his inspira-
tion to kill the president from my lec-
tures. “I never talked in favor of vio-
lence. I never advised anyone nor en-
couraged anyone, even in a general
way, to kill or assassinate anyone. An-
archists don’t do such things.” If he
heard my lecture in Cleveland it “must
have been my lecture of May 6, for 1
have lectured there only twice this
year. -You can get a copy of the lec-
ture and see for yourself whether it
encourages violence. The subject was

‘Modern Phases of Anarchy,’ and the’

whole object was to show that anarchy
is a philosophy of life, to be attained
practically by ‘education. It showed
how the recent anarchy is all opposed
to violence. That was-a great.point

in the lecture.” I don’t know Czolgosz,

at all. I probably saw him the night
of July 12, when I was leaving Chicago.
We were having a little supper at
Isaak’s house that evening, when some
one came to the door and asked for
Isaak. He was not in, and I was called
to the door. I told the man that we
were going to meet Isaak at the rail-
way station, and that he could go down
with us. At the depotIasked him how
he got Isaak’s name. He said he was
a subscriber to Free Society, and that
he also knewme. Iasked howhe knew
me, and he said he had heard me lec-
ture at Cleveland. When Isaak came I
pointed him out to the man, and had
no further talk with him. I did not
talk. to him five minutes altogether.
He did not go East with me.. “I have
pnever seen him since, that I know of.
Certainly I have never talked to him
or recognized him again. I don’t know
whether I like his erime or not, forI
know nothing of his psychology—
whether he is crazy or not. I have
never talked with him. I can't say
whether he is an anarchist or not. He
may call himself an anarchist, but that
does not mean necessarily that he un-
derstands anarchy.”

Interrupted by a detective with the
declaration that “anarchy and mur-
der are all the same,” Miss Goldman
vehemently retorted: :

“That’s not true. Acts of violence
have nothing to do with the philosophy
of anarchy. Violence is the product of
governmental conditions. Government
is wholesale murder. It is not strange
that some individuals murder, even
though they are anarchists. . . . .
The anarchist is a man. If heis in de-
spair and subject to the conditions
that lead to murder, he will kill and
slay, but he does it as a man, not as an
anarchist. The very fact that Czolgosz
approached us asking for help for vio-
lence and asking about secret socie-
ties, as Isaak tells us, indicates he was
no true anarchist. Anarchists have
no such societies. They have no se-
crets. They educate.”

Acked if Czolgosz’s crime and its ef-

fects meant “the death of anarchy
in this country,” she replied:

“No, no; you can kill all the an-
archists, but you can’t kill their idea.
The police are making anarchists by
their acts toward me and the other
prisoners. I was made ananarchistby
the treatment of the Haymarket case.
Thousands will be made anarchists by
this treatment of us. They will make
more anarchists-than all of the lee-
tures of the anarchists in the coun-
try can make. Facts convince.”

To the question, “Was the assassina-
tion a good thing?” she answered:

I don’t know whether it was or not.
That is for the man himself to de-

cide. - - .

And specifically asked if she had

ever advocated assassination her re-
sponse was— .
Never. How could I say: “Go and
kill,” when anarchism will not tolera-t_ve
it, has no secret organizations and is
opposed to murder and violence?

She disclaimed all acquaintance with
any of the Buffalo anarchists whose
names have been mentioned in con-
nection with Czolgosz’s crime; and
while telling of having lectured in
Paterson, N. J., said she did not know
that group well, as she is ignorant of
Ttalian. ~Miss ‘Goldman -is: 35 years
of age. She was born iii Russia, the
daughter of a tailor, and came to the
United States at the age of 16. She
lectures extensively, but makes her
living as the representative of a sup-
ply house the identity of which she
refuses to disclose. Seven years ago
she served a term of imprisonment in
the Blackwell’s island penitentiary,
New York, on conviction of inciting
ariot. While there she studied medi-
cine and became a trained nurse. The
hearing in Miss Goldman’s case is set
for the 19th.

Asaresult of Czolgosz’s crime, some
extraordinary doctrines of violence
have been preached, and revolution-
ary demands for change in the funda-
mental laws and principles of re-
publican government have been
made. The Philadelphia Press
would apply to anarchists the “rigor-
ous treatment practiced abroad.” The
presiding elder of the Methodist
churches of Washington, preaching
in President McKinley’s church on
the 8th, said in his sermon that the
crime had almost converted him into
“an advocate of lynch law;” while Dr.
T. DeWitt Talmage, preaching on
the same day at Ocean Grove, N. J.,



ol

s

The Public

called forth applause from 10,000
church goers by saying in his sermon:

I wish the police at Buffalo who ar-
rested the scoundrel who shot our
» adored president had taken the butt
of the weapon and dashed the man’s
brains out on the spot.

From Washington on the 8th, Wal-
ter Wellman reported that the pres-
‘ident’s cabinet had agreed upon

-decisive action, which contemplates’

the drafting of a bill by the attorney
general for submission to congress
Jnext winter making assaults upon the
president as near like the monarchi-
«cal crime of “lese majesty” as our
constitution and form of government
will permit. Congressman Schirm,
of Maryland, proposes a constitution-
al amendment including conspiracies
against the life of a president in the
category of treason; and in this revo-
lutionary proposal he is seconded by
Senator Scott, of West Virginia, Gen.
Harrison Gray Otis, of California, and
other prominent men besides many
newspapers. - ’

The steel strike has been overshad-
owed this week by the attempted as-
sassination of President McKinley.
There appears, however, to be no im-
portant change in the situation. At
the time of our last week’s report it
was understood that the National Civ-
ic Federation, assisted by Mr. Gom-
pers and other labor leaders, was try-
ing to effect a settlement. These ef-
forts seem to have brought about a
session of the general executive board
of the Amalgamated association. It
met at Pittsburg on the 6th. Butit
adjourned on the 9th without having
come to an agreement with the steel
trust. Though its proceedings are
not formally disclosed, a statement is
published that it directed President
Shaffer, with the aid of his immedi-
ate advisers, to secure'the best possi-
ble settlement in the least possible
time. But that statement is denied
by Mr. Shaffer, who gave out the fol-
lowing interview on the 10th:

There has been no settlement of
the strike. That report was evident-
ly started in Wall street for the pur-
pose of boosting stock, and.it suc-
ceeded. The strike cannot be settled.
without the Amalgamated associa-
tion being a party to the settlement.
The matter of making a settlement
was presented to us, but we could
not accept the terms offered with
honor to ourselves. The strike now
is in the same shape that it was a

week ago, so far as a settlemeant is,
concerned. -

Mr. Shaffer added a denial that either
he or his immediate advisers had been
directed or ordered by the national ex~
ecutive board to settle the strike.

Affairs in South America are grow-
ing more serious. On the 7th, Dr.
Becerra, a former Colombian minis-
ter to the United States, telegraphed
to the Colombian legation in this
country that a Venezuelan fleet was
then bombarding La Hacha, a town
on the north coast of Colombia not far |
from the Venezuelan frontier. This
js the first open act of war on the
part of the Venezuelan government,
if the report be true; but later reports
attribute the bombardment to Co-
lombian rebels. Nevertheress Vene-
zuela is evidently making prepara-
tions for war; and it seems probable,
even if the attack upon La Hacha
was made by Colombian rebels, that
they were landed from Venezuelan
vessels. Concurrently with these
reports are further reports (see
pp. 312, 330) of an invasion of
Colombia by troops from Ecua-
dor. Regarding the offer of Pres-
ident McKinley of the kindly of-
fices of this country to adjust the
differences between Colombia and
Venezuela, noted last week, it is an-
nounced that the Colombian govern-
ment accepts them, but that the Ven-
ezuelan government inferentially de-
clines, merely acknowledging the
courtesy of the offer

From the seat of warin South Af-
rica come reports of a British victory.
It consists in the capture of an entire
Boer command, Lotter’s, after a
sharp fight south of Petersburg, in
the Middleburg region. The Boers
lost 19 killed and 52 wounded; and
62 (besides the wounded) were taken
prisoners. The British loss was fen.

killed and eight wounded. Two or

three other small conflicts are re-
ported.

The principles involved in this war
almost gave rise to a controversy on
the 5th in the ecumenical Methodist
conference, in session at London. A
delegate from Cape Colony spoke ap-
provingly of the British cause. Bish-
op Hartzell followed him more vig-
orously in the same strain. A New
York delegate thanked God for what
Great Britain is doing in Africa. A
delegate from Canada capped this
climax with an ardent pro-British

speech. He wasfrequently interrupt-
ed by British delegates, one of whom
gave warning that if he proceeded he
would have to be answered in con-
troversial strain, as he was voicing
sentiments by no means shared by
many present. At this point the
chairman ruled the Canadian delegate
out of order. But the matter ob-
truded itself again on the 6th, when
a well-known British jingo made a
strong speech oh the evils of war
and the Christian idea of peace. As
the applause it called out subsided, a
Liverpool radical arose and asked,
. apropos of this plea for peace, if the
Americans present-had  heard the
voice of Christ in the Philippines or
if the English had heard it in South
Africa. Ay acrimonious discussion
followed, which was terminated by a
decision of the chairruling references
to the South African situation out of
order.

The conference refused to receive
a communication from the archbish-
op of Canterbury, expressing a hope
that some day the Methodists will be
united with the Episcopalians. The
reason assigned was that the eom-
munication had been addressed to a
religious paper, and not directly to
the conference.

NEWS NOTES.

—The Universal Peace conference
opened its sessions at Glasgow on the
10th.

—H. O. Armour, the last of the
original Armour brothers, died at
Saratoga on the 8tH, of apoplexy, at
the age of 64.

—The Socialist party of Towa met
in convention at Des Moines on the
5th, and nominated James Baxter, of
Hiteman, for governor.

—Ruskin colony, of Georgia, the
remnant of the original Ruskin col-
ony of Tennessee, was sold out at
sheriff’s sale on the 7th.

- —Dr. Philip Rice, of Milwaukee, re-
turning to that city after residing
four years in the Hawaiian islands,
claims to have discovered a cure for
leprosy. .

—Dr. Johannes von Miquel, former
Prussian minister of finance, was
found dead in his bed at Frankfort-
on-the-Main on the 8th. He was 72
Years old.

—The national encampment of the
G. A. R. is being held in Cleveland.
On the 10th the eighty-seventh anni-
versary of Perry’s victory on Lake
Eriewas celebrated there with a spec-
tacular street demonstration and lake
display.

—The chairman of the Democratic
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state executive committee of Ohio
proposed on the 9th to the cheirman
of the Republican committee that all
political meetings be declared off dur-
ing the illness of President McKinley.
The Republican chairman declined.

—Regular Sunday evening services
of “The Church of Man” will begin
at the Athenaéum, Chicago, on the
15th, or, as the official circulars an-
nounce, “September 15, 126th, U. 8.
A Cardinal D. W. Shoudy will de-
liver an address of welcome, and the
pastor, Dr. J. Barr, will explain the
objects and principles of the sect.

—FoHowers of Dowie who went to
Evanston on the 10th, met with a re-
ception characteristic of that Chicago
suburb. They were bombarded with
eggs and unmarketable vegetables by
a mob; and although the meeting was
not dispersed, six windows of the
cars bearing the visitors away from
‘Evanston were broken, and some of
the party were injured by missiles.

—Lyman J. Gage, secretary of the
treasury, announces as a measure of
relief to the stringent money market
and to relieve the pressure during the
movement of crops, that the govern-
ment will purchase out of the sinking
fund $20,000,000. worth of bonds of all
denominations and issues except the
twos, and will place with the banks
government deposits of $5,000,000.

—John J. MéCann, who made a long,
courageous and useful fight in 8t.
Louis for the abolition of license
taxes, as inhibitions on the right to
work, even serving a jail sentence
rather than pay or allow his friends
to pay the fine imposed upon him for
ocarrying on his business of real estate
agent without a city license (see
vol. iii, pp. 244, 260), died at Eureka
Springs, Ark., on the 11th.

—The monthly statement of the
treasurydepartment for August shows
on hand August 31:

Gold reserve fund.........eeenee $150,000,000 00
Avallable cash balance......... 179,971,355 68
TOLAl cevvierns savennaesosaanes $329,071,366 68

On hand at close of last flscal
year, June 30, 190L............00 $326,833,124 02
INCreABe ..ccoovee crecroassnansnss $3,138,231 56

1y
—The treasury report of receipts

and expenditures of the federal gov-

ernment for the fiscal year beginning

July 1, 1901, shows the following:
Receipts:

xavy' i
Indilans
Pensions .

Interest ....
,660,088 66

Burplud ...t ciiiiiiiiiiinne $6,065,376 88

New Resident—I think young Mr.
Bower is such a model.
01d Resident—He certainly doesn’t

work at anything else.
C.E.L.

A NATION’S FAULT.

‘With Apologies to Kipling.
For The Public.

A distinguished army officer, recently re-
turned from the Philippines, sald in a news-
paper interview that the war had caused
the Fillpinos in many interior towns to live
in a state of barbarism.

It is our fault, and our very great fault,”
that war and a tyrant's hand

Makes life a hell for a people weak, who
fight for their fatherland;

Our fault that the light of burning homes
glows red on orlent skies,

And falls on forms of patriot men,
weep with their dying eyes.

It is our fault, and our terrible fault, that
widows unnumbered mourn, R

And that famine stalks among children
pale, and bony, and sorrow worn.

Our fault that honor, and truth, and right,
by our sword of might are slain,

Amnd the way that might have been peace
and love, iIs a sad, dark way of pain.

who

It is our fault, and our terrible fault, that
the law of the brute in men,

The brute of an anclent and far-off tinie,
now lives and controls again;

That the law of love—'tis the law divine—
is trampled within the dust,

And in none that rule in the lands of earth,
can the poor and the weak have trust.

It is our fault, and our terrible fauit, for
we knew, yet did it not. )

The greater law of God most high, and His
judgment, we forgot.

For ‘‘they are beaten with many stripes”
who knowing, scorn His way;

And He who heedeth the sparrow’s fall,
hears the weak and lowly pray.

EFFIE E. SPARKS.

UNCLE SAM’S LETTERS TO JOHN
BULL.

Printed from the Qriginal Manuscript.

Dear John: We may never be as
close friends as the politicians have
it; but we are a bit alike, and I am al-
ways ready to give you a plain talk
and my views of things we have in
common. .

Do you have any combines? If you
don’t you will have; and I noticed the
other day that sornie Chicago packers
had got possession of terminals or
something, and were keeping Irish
and English butchers out of the Lon-
don market.

You’ll have to watch ’em, John!
They did it for me. After your butch-
ers are starved out, the rest of you
won’t notice it much. You'll think it
is hard times due to the Boer war or
the steel strike. The native butchers
themselves will cry out awhile, tul
they are gone witn the sausage; and
then all will be quiet.

I am watching an interesting thing
here. ‘The politicians have given the

' combines full string, an’ if I don’t

miss my guess they are hangin’ them-
selves. You see the fool trusts have
put all their neads under one hat. Hit
it anywhere, and it hurts ’em all. All
the people (all tne labor unions for
that matter) have to do is to hit it
hard enough. If they don’t this time,
they will. You see before it was like
this: If one was tied up the others
could run and supply the country, and
the tied-up one alone was hurt or
busted. Now, tramp on the toe and
the head squeals—not right away,
perhaps; but when the sensation
reaches the head—stocks will tumble.

Wait and see! -
UNCLE SAM.

WHAT WOULD ENGLISEMEN DO
IN THE BOERS' PLACE?
Editorial in the Marchester (England)

Guardian of August 27.

The reply of the Boer generals to
our government's last. proclamation
is what clear-minded persons must
have feared: To foresee it one need-
ed only to follow the old rule and put
oneself in the otner side’s place.
What, one only had to ask, would
Lord Roberts and Lord Kitchener do
if they were at the head of an Eng-
lish army still desperately keeping
the fleld again.t en overwhelmingly
powerful invader who had advertised
his intention of leaving Englishmen
“no shred of independence,” who had
then laid waste most of the country,
picked out and burnt the houses of -
many English soldiers in the field
simply because their owners were sol-
diers im the field, carried off many
thousands of English women and
children from their homes and kept
them as prisoners in unhealthy camps
where an extraordinary proportion
of them had died of epidemic disease
and exposure—what would Lord Rob-
erts and Lord Kitchener say to a
threat that if they held the enemy
any longer in check they would be
banighed from England for life after
the war, and their men charged with
the expenses of setting some limits
to the mortality caused among their
wives and children by the enemy’s
own departure from the practices of
honorable warfare? One need not
give the answer. Everybody knows
it. The question needs merely to be
clearly put. But it seems as if our
government, bewildered at its failure
to crush an enemy whom at every
turn it has armed with fresh incen-
tives to desperate courage, were led
by some freak of infatuation to do
in each new set of circumstances
whatever is most certain to prolong
the Boer resistance and at the same
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time to deepen the note of contempt
in the outer world’s comments upon
our methods in South Africa.

PLENTY OF LAW ALREADY.

Probably no great harm will come
from the vast amount of ignorant and
foolish talk now indulged in by many
people who ought to know better in
regard to mnew penalties for an-
archists.

The fact that even lawyers in all
parts of the country are quoted in fa-
vor of defining an attack upon the pres-
ident as treason; that other lawyers
urge military trials; that congressmen
and others who-should be better in-
formed propose that an ex post facto
law should be passed covering Czol-
gosz’s case, and the further fact that
there is much clamor for immediate
action by congress in various diree-
tions, all go to show that there is vast
public ignorance of the law and the
constitution, to say nothing of the na-
ture of our government.

The constitution of the United States
defines treason against the. United
States as levying war against them or
in adhering to their enemies or in giv-
ing the latter aid and comfort. Italso
provides that no ex post facto law
should be passed. Elsewhere it is
written that cruel and unusual punish-
ments shall not be inflicted.

There are laws enough in the United.
States and in every state to Ppunish
adlequately every attempt against the
life of any American citizen, from the
highest to the humblest. The only
thing that is necessary in the case of
Czolgosz is that he shall be indicted,
tried, convicted and punished for the
crime which he committed. For all
this the laws of the state of New York,
and of all states, are adequate, ex-
cept as 1o the matter of intent.

In his sober moments no intelligent
citizen of the United States would un-
dertake to open the way, even by a
constitutional amendment, which
would be necessary to that end, for
wholesale prosecutions on the charge
of treason. The history of the race
shows the wisdom of the founders of
this government in strictly defining
the crime of treason.

It has been held for many years that
our criminal laws are defective in re-
spect to the punishment to be inflicted,
upon & man intent upon murder who
may not accomplish his purpose. A
great deal is 10 be said in favor of the
proposition that an assassin who pro-
ceeds to his murderous business with
deliberation, and who fails of his ob-
ject through some fault not his own,

should receive the same penalties that:
would be inflicted in case death re-
sulted by his act. If theattemptupon
the life of the president shall happily
prove unsuccessful the fact may in-
duce many of the states to change
their laws in this respect.

Deliberate intent to commit murder,
whether the victim be the president of
the United States or the humblest cit-
izen, should be punished much more se-
verely than it is. No other change in
our laws appears to be necessary.—
Editorial in Chicago Chronicle of Sep-
tember 11.

WHAT MAYOR JOHNSON WANTS.

Some time ago the La Crosse Press
asked Mayor Tom L. Johnson, of Cleve-
land, O., to write for it a statement of
what he  expected to accomplish,
through the county auditors of that
state, in the direction of compelling
the railroad companies to pay their
fair share of the taxes. Mr. Johnson
replied: ‘

Answering your inquiry as to what I
hoped to accomplish by appearing before
the county auditors, and as to what I did

accomplish, I will say that I hoped (o
arouse the taxpayers to a realization of

the fact that the railroads of the state were.

not paying their just share of the taxes,
and think I did. I presented indisputable
evidence that rallroad property was being
appraised for them at 5 to 18 per cent. of
its true value in money, while other prop-
erty—I refer particularly to residence and
farm property—was appralsed at from 60
to 100 per cent.—in some instances even
more than 100 per cent.

I did not expect to persuade the coun-
ty auditors to appraise railroad property as
the constitution of the state and their
oaths of office required them to do, for I
knew they were dominated by the power-
ful influences of the railway corporations.
The conduct of the auditors from start to
finish was a corroboration of this fact. I
pointed out that the returns made by the
raflroads were incomplete and dishonest,
and I pleaded with them to call in the offi-
clals of these roads, as the law says they
may do, and put them under oath for the
purpose of examining them as to the cor-
rectness of the returns. This they refused
to do.

Most, if not all, the auditors rode on
passes issued by the roads, to assess which
they were gathered together, and in many
instances the auditors conferred with the
officials of the ralilroads before assem-
bling. Comment on these facts i{s almost
unnecessary. They were shown up By re-
ports made by the city detectives, who
were put on the trails of the auditors, and
by the admissions which we forced from
the auditors themselves. No one will deny
that an auditor who accepts a pass from
a rallway corporation is morally incompe-
tent to make an honest appraisement of
that company’s property for taxation; par-
ticularly is that true when the rallroads
maintain expensive and powerful lobbles
in the legislature to prevent the enactment
of laws that will put thelr property, for tax
purposes, on the same basis as other prop-

erty In the state, and by judicious distribu-
tlon of favors corrupt our public officials—
even judges on the bench. The proceedings
of these meetings, through the columns of
the dally newspapers, were brought forci-
bly to the minds of the people.

A steam rallroad is worth just what it
will sell for, the same as any other proper-
ty. It will sell for just what its stocks and
bonds will bring in the open market. The
law says that all property shall be as-
sessed for Its true value in money, but
county auditors have made an arbitrary
rule that all property shall be placed on
the duplicate for 60 per cent. of its true
value in money—all property except steam
railroads and other public service cor-
porations. By some means which we could
not learn, and the auditors themselves
could not explain, they assessed railroad
property on a different basis. If you re-
member, 1 asked our own auditor, Mr.
Cralg, to tell me what method was em-
ployed, and he answered: *“I don’t know
that we have any, and how we do arrtveat
the value I don’t know.” As a matter of
fact, he couldn’t nor could any of his col-
leagues. There was no method. They sim-
ply guessed—guessed away thousuands of
dollars of the people’s money. It wouldn’t
have been worse had they broken open and
looted the counties’ strong boxes. .

The railroads in Ohio to-day are dishon-
estly escaping payment on over $500,000,000
worth of property. Will the people permit

"this? They will not In my opinion. I offer

the. prediction that from the disclosures
made from these meetings there will grow
a sentiment that will sweep Ohio from end
to end and overwhelm these men with
shame and disgrace. Had the rallroads
ylelded even a little they would have made
the harder the work which is to come. We
will go into the courts to set aside this dis-
honest appraisement, and we will go be-
fore the state board at Columbus and de-
mand that all railroad property be raised
to the same plane as other taxable proper-
ty. If justice is denied us there we will ap~
peal to the higher courts.

The grand and final battle will come
when the people become aroused. The peo-
ple are not easily stirred up, but when they
are, something must give way. They are
beginning to see the outrageous injustice
in the present inequitable wvaluation of tax-
able property, and when the proper time
comes they will rise up and demand that
there be a change, and, in my opinion,
there will be a change and that soon. The
men elected to carry out the laws will do
it honestly and with partiality to none, or
the people will sweep them frond their high
places into the jalls and penitentiaries or
the eternal oblivion of private life.

What Mayor Johnson is endeavoring
to accomplish in. Ohio needs also to be
accomplished in fowa, for here as there
officials whose pockets are filled with
corporation favors discriminate in
favor of railroad property by taxing it
at one-tenth while taxing other prop-
erty at one-fourth of its value, thus
compelling the many to pay morethan
they would if values were assessed as
the law of the state and justice re-
quire. In the Hawkeye as in the Buck-
eye state equality of taxation will be
the leading issue of this year's cam-
paign.—Dubuque Telegraph.
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MAYOR JOHNSQN'S WAY. .

War on the bill boards wae deter-
mined on by the city administration
yesterday. Complainb had been made
about a large bill board on an old build-
ing half way across the viaduct.

“Do you allow bill boards within the
fire limits?”-asked Director Salen of
Building Inspector Harks.
" "“Yes, I have been allowing them.”

“I wouldn’t do that if I were you,”
remarked the mayor.

“Then I ought to have authority to
tear down those already ereoted.”

“All right, go ahead and tear them
down,” said the mayor.

“Ithink that is proper,”said Assist-'

ant Director of Law Babcock, “but you
will probably be sued.”

“A few more lawsuits won’t hurt us,”
observed the mayor. “Tear them
down, Mr. Harks.”—Cleveland Plain
Dealer, of Aug. 24.

.

Director of Public Works Salen has
ordered six watering troughs to be lo-
cated at various points throughout the
city. They will be attached to fire hy-
drants, a bowl on each side of the hy-
drant. A team of two horses hitched
singly can drink at the same time. If
the troughs prove a success the direc-
tor will install 25 more.— Plain Dealer
of Aug. 24.

——ty

Mayor Johnson is not at all satisfied
with Grade Crossing Engineer Ritchie’s
plans for doing away with crossings
and proposes to fight them. Ritchie
wants to raise the C. & P. railroad
tracks 21 feet and depress all the East
end streets which now cross them.
The mayor says this plan would ruin
the beauty of the east end of the city
and says the tracks should be lowered
so as to go under the streets. The
grade of the land makes that the nat-
ural solution of the problem, he con-
tends. Ritchie avers this plan would
cost nearly twice what it would to
raise the tracks and would drive away
a lot of the industries along the C.
& P.

“I am not so sure of that,” said the
mayor, “and besides there are some-
times things of more importance than
jndustries. I will never consent to
raising those tracks above the streets
and I want toattend the meeting of the
grade crossing commission when it
takes up that matter.”

Ritchie said the mayor would get an
invitation.—Plain Dealer of Sept. 4.

By the terms of an ordinance passed
by the city council Tuesday night, all
telephone, telegraph-and electric poles
{rom the river to Willson avenue must
disappear by January 1, 1903. On the

West side the time limit’ will not
expire until January 1, 1904.

The wires which these poles carry
must be placed in conduits under-
ground.

From Orange and about a dozen oth-
er streets the poles must be cleared
away before the snow flies. Improve-
ments are to be made on the streets
in question this fall and the mayor
wants the poles down and the wires
underground before that is done.—
Plain Dealer of Sept. 5.

Mayor Johnson called on City Engi-
neer Carter Friday for his report on
the condition of the G. A. R. stands on,
Bond street.

“Several changes were ordered,”
said Carter.

“Did you have them carefully ex-
amined?”

“I did.”

“] want a written report from you

that the necessary changes are made.”

“] cannot make a report of that kind
until the changes are made.”

“Well, I want you to follow that up
and see that they are made. We won't
let them use the stands if they are at
all unsafe.”

“How about the lights under the
stands?” continued the mayor.

“I think the G. A. R. committee will
put them in,” said Deputy Director of
Public Works Galvin.

“Very well. I want-you to follow
that up at once and see that the lights
are put in before the encampment
opens.”—Plain Dealer of Sept. 7.

The question of the strength of these
reviewing stands and their ability to
hold with safety the large crowds
which will assemble upon them on
Tuesday and Wednesday, has been, of
course, foremost in the minds of the
decorations committee, and the re-
viewing stands committee, who have
had charge of their erection. The re-
viewing stand for the children at the
foot of Bond street was designed and
erected underthe supervision of James
Ritchie, who is an experienced bridge
builder, and it is as strong as a rail-
road trestle and will bear many times
the weight which will go upon it—in
fact it would be perfectly safe torun
a train of cars over it, as it is made
of the same materials used by rail-
roads in their bridges.

All the other stands were designed
by architects. Both of these plans
were submitted to the building in-
spector and met with his approval,
and since that time have been in-
spected by him and by the city en-
gineer.—Plain Dealer of September 9.

AGAINST PRIVILEGE.

An address delivered before the Allled
Trades Unions of Jefferson Clty, Mo.,
Monday, September 2 (Labor Day), 1901, by
Speed Mosby.

Every man who is not a social ex-
crescence is in some sense a laboring
man, bt upon this day we are ac-
customed to devote our attention pe-
culiarly to organized labor, and my
remarks shall therefore be particular-
ly, though briefly. directed to what
I conceive to be the true interests of
union labor, whose representatives it
is my privilege to address to-day.

The organizations which you main-
tain are, it seems to me, to be espe-
cially commended. Under existing
political conditions unionism is the
palladium of the labor interests. It
is a vital necessity. You must at all
hazards maintain the union, or you
are lJost. As Edmund Burke says:
“When bad men cumbine the good
must associate.” With each new con-
solidation of gigantic corpoiate inter-
ests tne situation more imperatively
demands that you weld more firmly
the bonds of that defensive alliance
which the solidarity of your interests
requires for your mutual protection.

But after all, as it seems to me,
labor unions are but the means o an
end, and that end is, .I take it, the
complete emancipation of labor; and
there can surely be no objection to
attaining the end by a more certain,
a more secure and a shorter route, if
that route may be followed without
yielding up the defensive weapons
which you now employ. .

KINSHIP OF CAPITAL AND LABOR.

You are united not only by a sense
of mutual interest, but also by the
sense of common danger. What
danger? What is it you fear? What-
ever that thing is, it is the real ob-
ject against whose encroachments
youareunited. Now,what is it? Some
of you may call it capital. And
what grievance have we against cap-
ital? Capital is merely wealth—
wealth devoted to productive uses.
Nothing that is not wealth can be
capital. Capital does not employ la-
bor, my friends. Labor employs cap-
ital. Capital must seek its life at the
hands of labor. Destroy capital, and,
if labor is free, it will spring again
into newness of life; strike down la-
bor, and capital will rot in its
vaults. ’

Capital and labor are not natural
enemies, nor is there any good rea-
son why they should be. There is an
indissoluble bond of relationship be-
tween them. Lalor creates capital
for its own uses, and capital is the
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natural tool of labor; and in its heart
of hearts labor loves capital as the
father loveth the son. What has
brought about this unnatural

estrangement between them? ‘Why

should the creatqd turn against its
creator, and the father spurn his off-
spring?

Is it not because capital is too
often fortified Ly Privilege? So it
seems to me. It is only by means of
special privileges owned and con-
trolled by capitalists, that capital can
ever secure an advantage over labor.
And it is only by securing privileges
from which other men are debarred,
that the so-ealled “capitalist” is en-
abled to take wealtn from society
without giving anything in return for
what he receives.

There should, in the mnature of
things, be no conflict between labor
and capital. But there is, under pres-
ent economic conditions, necessarily
a very decided conflict between labor
and a certain class of so-called cap-
italists, and the very thing they are
fighting about is capital—or, more
properly speaking, wealth. We can-
not deny it, and we need not attempt
to disguise the fact that we all want
wealth, We all need it, and those
of us who earn it ought to have it;
and, I may add, those of us who do
not earn it ought not to have it.

THE MENACE OF PRIVILEGE.

Now, what is 1t that prevents labor
from reaping the full measure of its
reward, while permitting other men
to fill their pockets with what they
have not earned? It is Privilege. You
are to-day combined against the pow-
er of special privileges. And what is
the nature of these privileges? You
frequently hear courts and lawyers
speak of them as ‘“vested rights.”
They are vested wrongs. They are
nothing less than the power, vested
in private hands, to control the ulfl-
mate sources of production and the
means of distribution. There can be
no iron-clad, indestructible monopoly
under our present system which does
not rest, directly or indirectly, upon
one qr the other of these privileges or
their corollaries. .

The man who holds these privileges
controls the bulk of all natural op-
portunity, and he alone can deny
your njght to live and labor and be
free. The few men who now contral
the sources of production and the
means of distribution in the United
States are in one sense the most po-
tent political factor in America to-
day, and when the greater part of
those privileges shall have passed un-
der the dominion of a single man,

‘which you will admit is now the un-
doubted tendency, that man will be
the absolute lord and master of this
western hemisphere just as ‘truly as
Nicholas is to-day the czar of all the
Russias.

By far the most serious question
that confronts labor to-day, my fel-
low citizens, is how best to cope with
this man and the class which he rep-
resents. In my judgment there is but
one way. You must attack monopoly
by laying the ax at the root of the
tree. You must destroy Privilege.
You cannot give to labor its earnings
until you take from monopoly its
privileges.

Men of reputed wealth have been
called the natural foes of the labor-
ing class. They are not necessarily
so. They are not any more to blame
for the condition of labor to-day than
the laboring men themselves. They
have merely taken advantage of the
political institutions for which you
are even more responsible than they
are, because you are vastly in the ma-
jority and could change those insti-
tutions if you would. Personally, I
feel no grievance against John D.
Rockefeller or J. Pierpont Morgan,
but I do cherish .a most profaund and
everlasting grievance against the po-
litical and social system which has
made them the uncrowned kings they

are to-day, for the institutions which |

have given unrivaled power to them
have made slaves and paupers of un-
told thousands. 3
ROCKEFELLER'S “CHARITY.”

Speaking of Mr. Rockefeller re-
minds me of a statement he made to
his Sunday school class a month or
two ago. He said that he had been
“giving” men steady work, and that
during the last 30 years he had paid
out between $600,000,000 and $700,000,-
000 to laboring men in wages. “shat,”
said Mr. Rockefeller, “I regard as the
best kind of giving.” So, when he al-
lows men to work, Mr. Rockefeller
considers himself benevolent, and evi-
dently regards the wages he has paid
as just so much charity. How can he
arrogate to himself the right to
“give” men work? What right in na-
ture has he to keep them from it?
The right to labor for our sustenance
is a natural right wnicn we all pos-
sess, and that right continues just as
long as men are born with hands to
work with and bodies to clothe and
feed. The Good Book doesn’t read:
“In the sweat of thy face shalt thou
eat bread—provided you can get a
job from Rockefeller.”

Man’s right to produce wealth, to

visit freely the storehouse of mnature
and freely exchange his produce,
without hamper and without re-
straint, is as fundamental as his
right to life itself, because the ex-
ercise of that right is equally neces-
sary to the life and happiness of all
men. The fact that Mr. Rockefeller
has been able to monopolize eertain
productive opportunities, fortified by
legal barriers and transportation re-
bates, gives him no right to boast
of his benevolence in allowing men
access to those opportunities to
which they were entitled by the laws
of nature, nor can he with good grace
speak of his “charity” in permitting
his employes to retain a very small
percentage of the wealth which they
produced. If his moral sense were as
keen as his love of gain, his con-
science might well accuse him of rob-
bery in extorting so large a share
from the labors of other men. *For he
must have known, when he received
his last dividend upon his oil stock
(a dividend of 48 per cent.), that he
had received just $2.21 in dividends
for every dollar paid out in wages,
and that he had thus summarily pock-
eted the wages of 31,638 men.

All the wealth he possesses is what
labor has given him—and for what?
For the bare opportunity of working;
nothing more. But I canmot find it
in my heart to blame Mr. Rockefeller
for the sins of the American people.
If I had any opinion of him at all, it
would rather be one of pitying con-
tempt for his brazen and pretentious
assininity. He is only one of the
moral idiots whom we have created
by our political institutions, and if
Rockefeller were dead other Rocke-
fellers would spring up and flourish
upon the soil that nourished him.

When we sow injustice we may ex-
pect to reap oppression.

PRIVILEGE IN THE GUISE OF
WEALTH.

The millionaire whom we have been
considering is a type of the “capital-
ists” between whom and organized
labor the conflict has been so long
raging. And yet, if you will examine
the sources of his power, you will
find him to be more of a privilege-
monger than a capitalist. You will
find that most of his so-called capital
is not wealth in the economic and sci-
entific sense. It consists largely of
title deeds to o1l and mineral lands,
and of the stocks and bonds of pub-
lic service corporations, and their
great value is due to the fact that
they rest upon monopoly fortified by
legalized privilege. They are mnot
wealth in themselves, but they repre- .
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sent the power to extort wealth from
other men.

" Representing a monopoly of pro-
ductive opportunities and of public
utilities, by virtue of that fact they
represent the power of the holders
of these monopolies, to utilize, to
their own advantage and upon their
own terms, the labor of other men.
This is what gives to that misnamed
thing called “capital” all of its dead-
ly power. Your strikes and boycotts
will help you to contend against this
power, but in my humble judgment,
if youswould pierce the heart or the
monster you must do some striking
through the ballot box.

If you will analyze tne majority of
the great “fortunes” of the present
day you will find that they consist
mainly of the, fruits of Privilege.

They exist for the most part upon | po;. gpsolutely nothing but the un-

paper, and if you wili annihilate the
privileges upon which they are based
you will ind many of those fortunes
as valueless as the paper upon which
they are written. Bonds and other
evidences of indebtedness are not
wealth. If they were, you could in-
crease the aggregate of a country’s
wealth by increasing the sum of its

indebtedness, which is plainly impos-

sible. Stocks in privilege-nolding
corporations, whose_ values depend
upon the values of the privileges up-
on which they are based, are not
wealth. They are neither more nor
less than an incumbrance upon labor,
and to an enormous degree they op-
erate as a.detriment to the produc-
tion of wealth. A-title deed to the
Lehigh valley coal lands, for instance,
is not wealth. It merely represents
the power of the holder of that deed
to permit the mining of coal in that
valley upon terms dictated solely by
him. None of these things can be
properly called wealth. They repre-
sent the means by which holders of
certain legalized privileges may put
shackles upon your hands and mine,
and thrust their hands into our pock-
ets whenever they choose to do so—
for that is the power of Privilege.

When you permit a man to monop-
olize productive opportunities you en-
able him to shut the doors of nature’s
storehouse against all mankind, and
walk away with the key in his
pocket; but the name of that key is
not capital, not wealth—it is Priv-
ilege. Too many well-meaning men,
I fear, have merely been fighting for
the possession of this key. But I pro-
pose to you to throw away the key
and batter down the doors. Open up
to all men free and equal oppor-

tunities to produce wealth, and se-
cure to them their right to keep all
that they may bhonestly earn. The
real trouble, my friends, is not pri-
marily in the unequal distribution of
wealth, but in the cause that leads to
unequal distribution; it is in the ine-
quality of opportunity to produce
wealth and retain 1t after having pro-
duced it.

And if you were to utterly and for-
ever destroy Priviiege, what would
be the result? Doubtless the first
thing you would notice would be the
slump in the bond and stock market.
‘Many men now reputed to be worth
millions would be found to be prac-
tically penniless. But they would
have lost nothing that they ever had
a natural right to call their own;
nothing but the legal power to ex-
tort- wealth and labor from other

just power to grind the blood and
bones of American workingmen into
dollars at their own sweet pleasure!
But the effect upon labor would be
vastly different. With equal oppor-
tunities opened to all, with the func-
tions of production and distribution
untrammeled and unrestrained, with
all men enjoying equal rights and the
gains of each man’s industry. secure
unto himself, we should never again
see the astounaing spectacle that
greets our eyes to-day—the spectacle
of one per cent. of our families
owning more wealth than all of the
remaining 99 per cent!
" THE REMEDY.

But how can we destroy Privilege?
The simplest way is by a judicious ex-
ercise of the taxing power. Remove
all taxes that fetter labor. Wipe out
every tax that restricts consumption
and production. .Lxempt labor and
its produce. Levy your taxes where
nature intended they should be levied
—upon the privileged monopolists of
natural resources and public utilities.
And when you have taxed those priv-
ileges to the full extent of their
value, you will merely have absorbed,
as a communit,;, those values to
which the community alone is entitled
by virtue of 1ts creative right, for
franchise values' are community
values. When you have done this you
will have established a_government as
free in fact as it is in name. Then,
and not until then, will labor be set
free, and each man at liberty to em-
ploy himself at will, and his wages
will be his own. Then will you have
a government wnere each will pos-
sess what he earns, and no man will
possess what he does not earn. I feel
that such a government would be

just, and- that none other can be. I
believe it is possible.

It is for such men as you to say
when it shall begin, or whether or not
it shall ever be. I know that you are
sincere in what you do. But your
only weapons now are the boycott
and strike. I sympathize with you.
God knows my heart bled with pity
whea I read in the accounts of the
great strike in the anthracite coal re-
gions last year, of the little helpless
boys who camé up out of the ground
to see what it was all about, and
marched in their dirt and rags, at the
behest of their-leaders. And there
were grown men, too—hundreds of -
them—who had never learned to read
or write. And then I thought or the
damnable cupidity and the soul-sick-
ening brutality of that grasping,
grinding, God-hating commercialism
which has doomed those poor men to
a life of hopeless and degrading servi-
tude, while their omnivorous lords
and masters were founding Christian
universities wherewith to put the
golden padlocks on the lips of Truth,
because, forsooth, t,hey owned the
stock in the corporation which held
the legal title to the ground! Par-
don, me, gentlemen, if my language
is intemperate, for I cannot mince
words when speaking of the bar-
barous, heart-wrecking cruelty and
injustice of our present system, and
when with Robert Burns, I

See yonder poor, o’erlabored wight,
80 abject, mean and vile,

‘Who begs a brother of the earth
To give him leave to toll;

And see his lordly. fellow-worm
The poor petition spurn,

Unmindful though a weeping wife

P And helpless offspring mourn.

If I'm yon haughty lordling’s slave
By nature’s law designed,

Why was an independent wish
E'er planted in my mind?

If not, why am I subject to
His cruelty and scorn,

Or why has man the will and power
To make his fellow mourn?

Yes, my fellow citizens, I am with
you in your strikes and boycotts.
Buat I would stand for something bet-
ter than the strike and more effective
than the boycott. I would stand for
a system of government which shall
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make them both unnecesary; a- sys-
tem which shall wipe out the inequal-
ity born of privilege, and elevate la-
bor to its true dignity as the right-
ful sovereign of the earth; a system
which, by removing from men the
power to rob thelr fellows in tho
guise of law and ieaving to each the
equal chance that belongs to all,
would substitute new hope and noble
aspirations for ‘the soul-destroying
passions of greed and gain, and thus
pave the way to a civilization, infinite
In its possibilities, and higher, nobler,

better, grander than the human mind

has yet oconceivdd.

The names of institutions
Are thoughtless and unjust.
The *‘trusts’’ will trust nobody
And nobody trusts a trust.
—Washington Star.

«I overheard that man who calls
on you say something about betting,
Briuget; I hope he doesn’t frequent

pool-rooms?” .
“Sure, ma'am, he doesn’t know

there’s such a place in New York.
He's a policeman, ma’am.”—Yonkers
Statesman. -

R. Enter—I don’t see any difference
between a landlord who is a Christian,
and one who is not, do you?

T. E. Nant—Oh, yes! A landlord
that is a Christian will not call for

his rent on Sunday. .
C.E.L.

He was very young. To be precise,
he was five years and seven months.
As long as he could remember he had
had to set aside a part of the moneys
he received to educate the little chil-
dren of China. He didn’t love them as
much as he should, or he would not
have asked:

“Mother, they’re killing all the Chi-
nese children, aren’t they?”

“Yes, isn’t it dreadful? Are you not
glad you are not a little Chinese boy?”

“Yes. But when they get them all
killed, I won’t have to send them any
more of my money, will I?”"—N. Y.
Evening Sun.

Brooklyn Workingman’'s Wife (in
1910)—What’s happened, Danny?

Her Husband (desperately)—Well,
I've been fired by J. P.Morgan, and
there’s nobody else in the world to
work for!—Brooklyn Citizen.

Shippers of fruit and vegetables to
South Water street have some queer
ways of endeavoring to impress the
superiority of their products on the
prospective purchaser. On each six
baskets of Flemish Beauty pears
which reached the street the other day
was scrawled with a red lead pencil

this'legend: - “This pairs if poud away
‘will be foud chuse & fine flavor.”

The- pears were green and the ship-
per meant to convey the statement
that if they were stored until ripe they
would be found to be juicy.—Chicago
Chronicle of Aug. 20.

BOOK NOTIOES.

A second edition of ‘“Government,” by
John Sherwin Crosby, has been issued in
the Library of Liberal Classes (New York:
Peter Eckler, 35 Fulton street. Price, 2%
cents). Mr. Crosby's work Is one of es-
pecial value because, while the principles
of government which it lays down are en-
tirely sound and comprehensive, there is
nothing about It of the subtle or mys-
terious. It is addressed to the under-
standing of the ordinary citizen and ap-
peals with friendly grace but statesman-
like force to his common sense. In these
times of topsy turvy theorles about gov-
ernment, which are rivaled by a helter
skelter practice of government, Mr. Cros-
‘by’s little book, with its lucid expianations,
cannot but make a good impression. upon
every reader, whether he may happen to
be a sclentific muddler, an indifferent igno-
ramus, or an ordinarily intelligent citizen.
The general principle of government which
constitutes the basis of Mr. Crosby’'s civic
philosophy is this: That the civil power
may be legitimately used for only one or
more of the following four purposes, name-
ly: (1) For the preservation of the govern-
ment itself; (2) for the preservation of the

public peace; (3) to secure to individuals

the equal enjoyment of their natural and
inalienable rights; and (4) to accomplish
“such undertakings’” and perform ‘®uch
services, If any there be, as are necessary
to the preservation of the peace or the
security of natural rights, but, by reason
of their nature or extent, cannot be carried
on by individual or partnership enterprise
‘without the aid of government.”” One chap-
ter of the bock is devoted to the elucidation
of these functions, and the remalining 73
pages to a discussion of their practical ap-
plication.

MAGAZINES.

—Talcott Willlams contributes to the
September Review of Reviews a judicial ar-
ticle on the steel strike, written from the
point of view of the trust. A better, as
well as franker consideration of the subject
will be found in the September Pilgrim.
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