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There is at last a vibration of sanity
in the commercial atmosphere regard-
ing the question of our “favorable bal-
ance of trade.” Fora time the whole
commercial world seemed to have
gone mad over the notion that acoun-
try gets rich by sending away vast
quantities of merchandise for which
it gets nothing in return. The enor-
mous excess of our exports over our
imports was heralded as proof of our
prosperity. The tulip craze of Hol-
land was child’s play in comparison
with this full-grown lunacy. But
common sense is resuming its normal
sway.

" The London Times now directs at-
tention to what we have noted more
than once in this connection,that the
fact that the rate of exchange has re-
mained in favor of London tends to
show that in spite of our excessive ex-
ports the balance of trade has not
been really in our favor. Foralong
time the effect of this impressive evi-
dence was evaded by the commereial
lunatics. They explained that for-

" eign exchange hasruled high in New
York not because we have no balance
abroad to draw against, but because
we are lending our balanceat the high
rates of interest which prevail there.
But this evasion is no longer possible.

It is exposed by Mr. Frank A. Van-
derlip, recently assistant éeeretary of
the treasury, in the leading article of
Scribner for January, an article on
“The American ‘Commercial Inva-
sion’ of Europe.” In this article Mr.
Vanderlip asserts that—

international finances do mot show
that we have any unusual command in
the world’s money markets; our bank-

ers have no extraordinary credits with
their foreign correspondents. There
seems to be no vast accumulation of
funds upon which we can draw at will,
nor is there other evidence that any
large part of this balance is still un-
settled.

Mr. Vanderlip’s principal explana-
tion of our “favoreble balance of
trade” is that our excessive exports
have been applied abroad to the re-
purchase of our outstanding securi-
ties. Here is his explanationin terms:

Most important of all, there hasbeen
going on a repurchase by American in-
vestors of our securities which have
been held in foreign markets. This, in
the aggregate for the last ten years,
assumes enormous proportions. The
best of statisticians can do nothing
more than guess at the amount, but it
has been great enough, in the main,
to counterbalance the excess of our
foreign sales over our purchases after
the totals of tourists’ expenses, ocean
freights, and the home contributions
of immigrants have been deducted.

But upon that point Mr. Vanderlip
is flatly contradicted by W. H. Allen,
who is cited by the Outlook of De-
cember 21 as having recently pre-
sented in the New York Times—

a statement of the amount of securi-
ties bought and sold for foreign ac-
count in the New York market since
1898, bringing out the striking fact that
in every quarter except one the re-
corded purchases for foreign investors
exceeded the recorded sales. During
the first three-quarters of the present
year the purchases exceeded the sales
by over 1,200,000 shares. The recorded
purchases and sales for foreign ac-
count, Mr. Allen believes, are fairly
typical of those unrecorded. If so,
America’s “debt” abroad is greater
than ever before.

Presumably, Mr. Allen’s detailed
statement is more trustworthy than
Mr. Vanderlip’s guess. But even if
that were not sp, Mr. Vanderlip’s ex-
planation, so far from explaining,
would only involve the matter in
greater mystery.

For, if our excessive exportsduring
ten years past have been applied to

v

the repurchase of our securities from
foreigners, a new question arises. Had
our imports been exéessive prior to
ten years ago, the application of our
subsequent excess of exports would
be explicable ypon the basis of Mr.
Vanderlip’s assertion. We should in
that case simply say, Until ten years
ago we were a borrowing nation, and
since then we have been paying our
debts. In those circumstances the
mystery of our trade balances would
be no mystery. But in fact we have
had an exceseive export balance not
only during the past ten years, but
continuously during the past 25
years. According to the Monthly
Summary for October, 1901, at page
1801, our merchandise exports ex-
ceeded our merchandise imports every
year from 1875 on down, except in
1888, 1889 and 1893, when the ag-
gregate balance the other way was
only $50,000,000. And if we bring
silver and gold into the account, the
merchandise balance is not materially
affected. That being 6o, Mr. Vander-
lip’s assumption that our excessive ex-
porte for the past ten years have been
used to liquidate our debts abroad
calls for some explanation of how we
got into debt abroad priorto ten years
ago. Did our excessive exports pos-
sess the peculiar quality of getting us
into debt abroad during the first two
decades of the generation, and of get-
ting us out again during the third?

What Mr. Vanderlip has to say of
the fictitious character, in consider-
able degree, of our statistics of inter-
national trade is quite true. Hemight
have made a worse case against them
than he has. For, while he says that
the actual total of our excessive ex-
ports falls considerably below the
round sum of $600,000,000 a year
shown by government reports, be-
cause—
it is quite impossible to strike any ac-
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curate international trade balances
when the figures on one side of the
ledger must come from importers, who
have the strongest motives for under-
valuing amounts in their statements—

he might have added that the figures
on the other side come largely from
exporters who have some strong mo-
tive or other for overvaluing exports
in their statemehts. Doubtless a very
large volume of our exports is thus
overvalued by protected trusts. Be-
ing protected at home, they charge
exorbitant prices in the home mar-
ket. But not being protected abroad,
they are forced to accept competitive
prices in foreign markets. Not wish-
ing, however, to disclose these lower
prices to the American public, they
invoice their foreign sales at home
prices, though the prices they ac-
tually get abroad are much lower.
Hence the statistical overvaluation of
our exports. When this sly overvalua-
tion of exports dis added to the
swindling undervaluation of imports,
the nominal balance of trade must be
very considerably larger than the ac-
tual balance. Nevertheless, there is,
as Mr. Vanderlip says, a large actual
balance, which is partly accounted for
by tourists’ expenses, partly by for-
eign ocean freights, and partly by re-
mittances to friends abroad. But, as
we have already seen, there isno valid
reason for believing that Mr. Vander-
lip is right in accounting for the re-
mainder on the theory that it has been
applied to the repurchase of our se-
curities from foreign owners. Most
of the remainder consists in the pay-
ment of interest, dividends and rents.
Some of these paymentsare “quid pro
quo,” but some are not; and to theex-
tent that they are not, our “favorable
balance of trade” means the same
thing to this country that the “favor-
able balances” of Egypt, India and
other tributary countries mean to
them.

Such of our export payments as are
not “quid pro quo,” but are essentially
tribute, cannot be statistically distin-
guished from the others, because they
are confused under common evi-
dences of title. Stocks and bonds, for

instance, represent both tribute pay-
ments and exchange payments with-
out distinction; because they are evi-
dences of ownership not only of our
natural resources, such as mines, and
of our public ways, such as railroad
routes across our country and trac-
tion franchises through our streets,
but also of mining machinery, rail-
road construction and equipment, and
so on. The same s true of real estate
deeds. They certify titles not only to

particular parts of our country, but

also to improvements. But while this
distinction cannot be made etatistical-
ly, it is easy to apprehend it in prin-
ciple. For that purpose an illustra-
tion will suffice. '

Let us take the simplest illustra-
tion involving the principle. Thirty-
odd years ago a European gentleman
bought a quarter section of prairie
land in an American <tete for $3 an
acre. In consequence of that trans-
action $480 was imported into the
United States—whether in gold, sil-
ver or merchandise makes no differ-
ence, for a dollar’s worth cf anything
in a given market equals a dollar’s
worth of anything else in the same
market. Our volume of imports was
therefore swelled by that amount.
The foreign purchaser of this land al-
lowed it to remain unoccupied and of
course unused for ten years, during
which time he paid taxes amounting
to $100. So, at the end of ten years,
American imports on sccount of this
transaction had amounted, all told, to
$580. Meanwhile, the land had so
risen in value, in consequence of
neighboring improvements, that at
the beginning:of the second decade
the foreign owner was able to rent it
to a tenant at a ground rental of $250
a year over and above taxes and all
other charges. Thereupon, the im-
port balance of $580 due to the orig-
inal payment and subsequent taxes,
was by degrees offset by the exporta-
tion of $250 annually; and at the end
of the fourth year the foreign buyer
had been reimbursed lis originél pay-
ments, with upwards of 8 per cent.
interest. At this point, clearly, the

United States and Europe were quits

on exports and imports in their rels-

tion to that transaction. All thatthe

former received from the latter orig-

inally, for land purchase and taxes,

she had returned, and with heavy in-

terest to boot. Yettheforeign owner

of that quarter section has ever since

received not less than $250 annually
as ground rent for that quarter sec-
tion. He still receives it. And he
will continue to receive as much or
more unless he sells out or the com-
munity where the quarter section is
retrogrades. And so long as he does
receive it this country will export on
that transaction alone, $250 annually,
for which it never has received, does
not now receive, and never will re-
ceive any offset in imports, either of
gold, silver or merchandise. Beyond
all possibility of controversy these
exports, instead of enriching the coun-
try as a whole, make it poorer by $250
a year. .

" Now the principle of that case ap-
plies to all land in the United States
which is under foreign ownership and
has increased in value so as to have
returned the foreigners their original
investment with interest. And the
aggregate of such land is enormous.
It includes not only land held by deed,
as in the case described—and there is
a vast amount of that—but aleo all
that is held by stock titles, such as
the rights of way of railroads and
street car lines, mining rights, water
rights, etc. Hereisthe true explana- -
tion, in growing degree, of our ex-
cessive exports. After allowing for
false statistics, ocean freights, remit-
tances to friends abroad, tourists’ ex-
penses, interest and dividends on cap-
ital—real capital in contradistinction
to mere legal privileges—the remain-
der consists almost exclusively of pay-
ments like those of the illustration.
It consists, that is, of exports for
which this country never hasreceived,
does not now receive, and never wiil
receive any equivalent—either in
gold, silver or merchandise—in im-
ports. It is tribute which we of this
country pay to part owners of this
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country who live abroad. Its perfect
analogy may be found in Irish rent
payments to absentee landlords.

A revelation, not at all surprising
for what was revealed but very sur-
prising for the sources from which it
came, was made on the 7th before the
Interstate Commerce Commission,
gitting at Chicago. It was nothing
less than the fact, now revealed be-
yond possibility of denial, that trusts
are favored by railroads in the matter
of transportation rates. The same
old trick that originally enabled the
Standard Oil trust to ruin compet-
itors is in vogue, despite federal leg-
islation and a federal supervisory
commission. Paul Morton, vice pres-
ident of the Atchison, Topeka & San
Francisco railroad, testified bluntly
to a cut rate “understanding.” He
admitted that it was unlawful, but
tried to excuse himself. C.D. Whit-
ney, president of the Toledo, St. Louis
& Western railroad, gave similar tes-
timony. So did D. C. McCabe, freight
traffic manager of the Pennsylvania
lines west of Pittsburg, who naively
explained that the memoranda of set-
tlements were destroyed soon after set-
tlements were made, because the rail-
roads feared that the commission
might investigate them. Other wit-
nesses to the same general effect were
Edward F. Cost, freight manager of
the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago &
St. Louis; A. C. Bird, freight traffic
manager of the Chicago, Milwaukee
& St. Paul; J. M. Johnson, second
vice president of the Chicago, Rock
Island & Pacific; and the general
freight agent of the Burlingtun.
These disclosures furnish two or three
valuable morals. They show thalj
federal regulation of railroads has
not prevented secret preferential con-
tracts. They show also that trusts
are traceable in some degree to high-
way monopoly. They show, further-
more, that indifference to law is not
a characteristic of “anarchists” alone.
And they suggest that the success of
our successful business men may be
due in some measure at least to excel-
lence in other things than piety and
industry—that excellence in law-

breaking may also cut a figure now
and then in making fortunes.

It was a great pro-Boer meeting,
that at Cleveland last Sunday, at
which ‘ex-Congressman Lentz was the
speaker and in which Mr. Bryan and
Mayor Johnson personally partici-
pated; and it took definite and wise
action. Among other things it for-
mally called upon President Roose-
velt to prevent the continuous and
notorious shipment of mules from
New Orleans to the seat of war in
South Africa. Commenting upon
that feature of the resolutions, the
New York Tribune insists that these
shipments conflict with no estab-
lished principles of neutrality. The
Tribune’s error lies in its assumption
that the shipments are commercial.
In fact they are not commercial; they
are military. That is, the mules are
not shipped as commodities in regular
course of trade by dealersin this coun-
try to dealers in Great Britain or
South Africa or-elsewhere. If they
were, the Tribune would be right.
And it would make no difference
whether they were mules or guns.
But the truth is, as we are reliably in-
formed, that these mules are bought
in New Orleans by agents of the Brit-
ish army, and are shipped at New Or-
leans by those agents of the British
army, upon British transports, direct-
ly to other agents of the British army
at the seat of war in South Africa,
where they are used to subjugate the
Boer republics. Now, one of the im-
perative duties of a neutral nation is
to forbid the use of its territory as a
base of operations by a belligerent na-
tion. But is it not clear, in these cir-
cumstances, that we are allowing our
territory to be uzed by the British gov-
ernment as a bage for operations
against the Boers? Mules so purchased
and so shipped for such uses are as
truly munitions of war as guns and
cartridges would be; and guns and
cartridges so bought and so shipped,
with our permission, would beevidence
of breach of neutrality. Itistheim-
perative duty of Mr. Roosevelt, there-
fore, as the president of a neutral na-
tion, upon finding the facts to be as

above indicated, to stop these ship-
ments. The courts have refused to do
50 because the question is not judicial,
but executive. This indisputably
casts the burden of deciding upon the
president. The responsibility is his
and his alone.

The political situation in Ohio
could not be better than it is now, for
the advance in that state, and by force
of example in other statesalso, of the
principles of genuine democracy. In
the fierce fight between the Hanna
and the Foraker factions of the Re-
publican party, Senator Hanna did
not win. All he was able to do was
to keep Foraker from winning. He
made it a draw game by taking his
nominees from a small third faction,
which held the balance of power in
the House caucus. This enabled him
to win in the House. Buthe was de-
feated in the Senate, where he stren-
uously sought to name a henchman
of his own as clerk for the purpose of
balking Mayor Johnson’s measures
during the session. A draw game so
fiercely played cannot be followed by
sweet friendship and unquestioning
confidence. It is spoils, not prin-
ciples, that both Hanna and Foraker
are seeking, and the struggle will go
bitterly on. That makes an excellent
opportunity for genuine democracy;
and under such skillful and aggressive
Democratic leadership as Mayor
Johnson’s, good things may be looked
for in Ohio. Already the monopolis-
tic railroad interests are fortifying
themselves. They, at any rate, be-
lieve in Johnson’s sincerity. They
believe in it with all their might.
They believe, too, that the solid Dem-
ocratic delegation which Johnson
wrested from the Republican county
01 Cuyahoga means to keep its pledges.
Accordingly they have opened their
legislative campaign with petty brib-
ery—railroad passes over every road
in the state. The Cuyahoga delega-
tion came down pledged, among other
things, to take no passes, and it is
making that pledge good. Every
member buys thousand-mile mileage.
This object lesson, of which the state
will doubtless learn before the ses-
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sion is over, is “opening number two”
for the Johnson legislative campaign
for equitable taxation, as the Hanna-
Foraker fight is “opening number

one.” “Opening number three”
was made by the Republican
governor, who in his message

advocated home rule in taxa-
tion, one of thefiscal reforms to which
Johnson has been long devoted. In-
cidentally, however, the governor
proposed such an adjustment of this
reform as may let some of the great
landed monopolies escape taxation
with only a trifling state tax. This
slip is not unlikely to offer Johnson
a fourth opening, better even thanall
the others.

Since our comments upon bureau-
cratic interferences with the second-
class postal rights of the Challenge
(p. 596), the Ladies’ Home Journal,
the Unique Monthly, and Discontent
(p. 610), we have come into posses-
sion" of evidence relating to the Ap-
peal to Reason, to which reference is
made at page 597. This paperispub-
lished at Girard, Kan., by J. A. Way-
land. Its last serial number is 318,
which indicates that it is 318 weeks
old. Like the Challenge, it is obvi-
ously and professedly devoted to the
propagation of socialist doctrines.
As these words are written, it, too,
is threatened by the bureau of the
third assistant postmaster general
with denial of second-class rights in
the mails.

The manner in which the postal
bureau’s attention was called to the
Appeal to Reason has been given in
the words of the third assistant post-
master general himself, in an approv-
ing article, dated at Washington, De-
cember 20, and published in the To-
peka (Kan.) Capital, as follows:

My attention was first called to
this paper’s violation of the postal
regulations by postmasters from
many points reporting to me that
large numbers of the Appeal to Rea-
son were being refused by persons
to whom it was sent. I immediately
sent out a circular letter to all the
subscribers for the paper, asking

them if they were paid-up subsecrib--

ers. About two-thirds answered, and

fully one-half of these stated that
they had never subscribed for the

paper.

In consequence of this discovery the
third assistant postmaster genenal ap-
pears to have notified Mr. Wayland
to explain why he should not be de-
prived of second-class mail facilities
on the ground that the paper wasto
a great extent circulated gratuitous-
ly. In response to that notice, Mr.
Wayland forwarded a cargo of postal
cards which he had received from his
subscribers, upon his request through
the columns of the paper, certifying
that they were subscribers bona fide.
Here the matter seemed to rest until
the 5th of December, when the third
assistant postmaster general wrote a
long letter to the postmaster at Girard
in which he said:

The department does not question
that there are many legitimate sub-
scribers to the publication, but there
is indisputable evidence on file that
copies of Appeal to Reason are be-
ing sent to persons claimed by the
publisher as subscribers, but who
have informed the department that
they are not subscribers and do not
want the paper. The illegitimate
subscriptions vitiate the whole list.
Unless they are eliminated by De-
cember 20 next, the certificate of en-
try will be canceled.

What was here meant by illegitimate
subscribers was explained in the same
letter. In outlining an affidavit for
the publisher to submit, the depart-
ment required him to state, among
other things—

how many legitimate ‘subscribers he
has to the next issue; that is, per-
sons who have paid their own money
for it?

It appears, then, that the depart-
ment’s objection to the Appeal to Rea-
son is that the subscriptions of some
proportion of its subscribers are paid
for by othere. But that thisis
not a general rule is quite evident
from a reply of the third assistant
postmaster general to & request by
W. A. Ross, of Columbus, Ga., for in-
formation regarding another publica-
tion. In that reply,dated November
23, the third assistant postmaster gen-
eral wrote:

I have to advise you that a sub-
scription to “Success,” of New York,

N. Y., paid for by you as a Christ-
mas gift to your friend, in the man-
ner indicated, is held to be legiti-
mate, and the copies of the publica-
tion may be sent to your friend at
the pound rate of postage, under
such subseription.

It would seem that if only those “per-
sons who have paid their own money”
for the Appeal to Reason are “legiti-
mate_subscribers” to that periodical,
only such persons could, without in-
vidious discrimination, be “legitimate
subscribers” to the periodical known
as Success.

But it is in fairness dueto the third
assistant postmaster general to note
the distinctions he makes. In an ex-
planatory letter to Senator Burton,
of Kansas, dated December 7, he puts
his objection upon this ground:

The mailing of a large per cent. of

his editions being to names furnished
and paid for by others without the
volition of the addressee, is conceded
by the publisher, as had already been
ascertained by the department, as well
as the fact that a large percentage
of papers so sent are being refused by
the addressees.
Taking this in connection with the
letter regarding Success, it would ap-
pear that the question of the legiti-
macy of subscriptions paid for by
others than the nominal subscribers
depends, partly upon how large a per-
centage of such subscriptions a paper
carries, and partly upon the reason-
able consideration of whether such
subscribers accept or reject the paper.
But in a letter of subsequent
date, December 14,to Mr. Way-
land, the publisher of the Appeal to
Reason, he makes an additional con-
dition. It is now mnot merely the
percentage of such subscriptions, but
also the motive with which they are
made, that determines the question of
legitimacy. We quote:

There is no objection to a reason-
able number of subscriptions by one
person for another, when not for an
ulterior purpose. But when such sub-
scriptions amount to a considerable
part of the claimed list of subscrib-
ers, and they are paid for by persons
manifestly interested in the circula-
tion of the publication because of
the doctrines it advocdtes, or because
of the goods it advertises, they have
uniformly been held to be not “legiti-
mate” within the spirit and purposeof
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the law. Therefore, except for a rea-
sopable number paid for by others,
not because of the doctrines advocated
or the goods advertised, the legitimate
list of subscribers required by law
must be made up of persons who pay
for the publicatoin with their own
money.

There is a little disingenuousness
here, for the question of advertising
falls under a totally different head,
namely, whether the paper is pub-
lished primarily for advertising pur-
poses. Butlet that pass. Tothesame
effect as the foregoing, though rather
more baldly expressed, is a statement
of the third assistant postmaster gen-
eral, subsequently quoted in the To-
peka Capital article already men-
tioned, his quoted wordsthrough that
channel being as follows:

The editor, J. A. Wayland, had re-
ceived payment for all his subscrib-
ers; but at least one-third of them
had been paid for by parties who
were interested in extending or
promulgating the doctrines advo-
cated by the paper. The department
holds that this was a violation of the
postal regulations. The rule is that
subscriptions which are paid for by
persons who are interested in the
subject matter of the paper, whether
that be to promote some business or
doctrines of a political or religious
nature, are not bona fide, and such
paper is not entitled to the privilege
of second-class rates.

We should not leave it to be in-
ferred, however, that these “illegiti-
mate” subscriptions are absolutely
prohibited to the Appeal to Reason.
According to the postal regulations
a publisher may print an edition equal
in number to double his subseription
list, and may mail the extra half as
“sample copies.” Referting to that
regulation, the third assistant writes
Mr. Wayland:

The copies which you supply to the
alleged subscribers which are not al-
lowed by the department as legiti-
mate, must be drawn from the ex-
cessive number printed — in other
words, from your sample copy privi-
lege. These copies cannot be regard-
ed as samples, but they reduce your
sample copy allowance by that num-
ber.

Tt is reasonably clear, nevertheless,
from the language of the third assist-
ant postmaster general himself, used

in connection with the Appeal to Rea-
son case, that second-class mailing
rights rest in dangerous degree upon
the arbitrary discretion of the bureau
of which he is chief. When a paper
can be excluded because persons who
believe in the doctrines on public
matters which it advocates, pay to
have it sent to other persons, who
accept it—and this appears to be
a moderate interpretation of the rul-
ing—it is time to make the danger
signal. And the nub of the whole
thing lies in one innocent sentence in
the third assistant’s letter of Decem-
ber 14, already quoted from. We re-
fer to a sentenc2in which he says:

The subsidy of the second-class
(pound) rate is mot given you—ex-
cept in your sample copy privilege—
to send copies to those who are not
“legitimate” subscribers.

There is the point, all in the oneword
“subsidy.” Second-class rights are
regarded by the postal bureau as a
subsidy, evidently because the centa
pound rate is not remunerative. Ac-
cordingly, the bureau builds up a sys-
tem of rules of its own—making them
progressively more drastic, yet con-
veniently elastic as toindividual cases
—under which it is coming closer
and closer to the point at which it
determines the distribution of this
subsidy arbitrarily. That the bureau
is right in denominating the second-
class right as a subsidy, we think is
true, provided second-class matter
does cost more for postal service than
a cent a pound. Inthat case the dif-
ference is unquestionably a subsidy.
But why should the American press
be subsidized by congress? Why
should Harpers’ Monthly, for instance

| —a veritable storehouse, by the way,

of advertisements of Harper’s books
—why should that publication be sub-
sidized? Why should the country
weeklies be subsidized with a few dol-
lars, and the great papers and maga-
zines with thousands upon thousands
of dollars? Why should any period-
ical be subsidized at all? And why,
above all elee, should the distribution
of the subsidy be so arranged as to
enable a bureaucratic chief to dis-
criminate so as virtually to establish

& bureau censorship over periodical
publications? Let thesubsidy beabol-’
ished! Papersthat people wantdon’t
need it; those they don’t want ought
not to have it. The whole principle of
subsidies is vicious. It is especially
vicious with reference to the press. It
is peculiarly vicious, when under pre-
tence of judicially distributing the
press subsidy a railroad subsidy is se-
cretly maintained. Away with it!
Let there be neither subsidy nor dis-
crimination. Let congress ascertain
the cost per pound of handling sec-
ond-class matter, and fix the postage
rate accordingly. Let the post office
department be required by law to
give to all periodical publications,
whether they promote doctrines or
advertise goods, equal postal facilities
at remunerative but undiscriminat-
ing postal rates.

The attempts at congressional leg-
islation against ‘“anarchy” prove
nothing quite so distinetly, so far, as
the ignorance of mnotoriety-seeking
congressmen with reference to the
fundamental principles of their own
government. Congressman J. enkins,
for instance, who hails from Wiscon-
sin, is one. Having an itch for no-
toriety in connection with the as-
sassination of President McKinley, he
proposes a measure making it lese
majesty, punishable with death, to at-
tempt to kill the president or any
member of his cabinet. In that re-
spect his bill exhibits contempt for
one of the fundamental ideas of Amer-
jcan government, namely, that hu-
man life in general and not the life
of officials in particular, is the sacred
thing. Probably, however, he does
not in that respect contravene the
written constitution. But when he
proceeds to make it a capital offense
to advocate the subversion of the fed-
eral government by violent means, he
does overleap constitutional limita-
tions. For the constitution expressly
declares that “treason against the
United States shall consist only in
levying war against them, or in ad-
hering to their enemies, giving them
aid and comfort;” and you can’t get
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around that provision by giving to
treason another name, whether it be
“subversion” or something else.

It is to be hoped that the appeal
of Gov. Nash to the several states to
designate January 29, the birthday
of the late President McKinley, as a
public holiday, will not meet with a
favorable response. President Me-
Kinley identified his name with noth-
ing especially worthy of commemore-
tion, unless a wretched tariff system
and imperialism are to be so account-
ed. But if he had done so, there ought
to be originality enough in the Amer-
ican mind to think of something bet-
ter as a memorial than making a holi-
day of his birthday. If the memory
of our great men, and of those whom
their friends think great, is to be per-
petuated by the manufacture of holi-
days, there will come a time not far
in the future when all days will be
holidays.

The abolition of passes by the rail-
roads, if they enforce the rule, is a
good thing. Whoever rides upon a
pass rides at the expense of other pae-
- sengers. That is the normal effect.
No honest man should desire to do it.

SOOIALISM IN THE OONCRETE.

He who thinks of the socialist polit-
ical parties, of socialist speeches, of so-
cialist literature, or of all these com-
bined, as socialism, has but a dim per-
ception of some of the most important
phenomena in the history of his own
time. Though socialist organiza-
tions, speeches and literature have to
do with socialism, they are.no more so-
cialism than maps are geography, or
mile posts the highway. The most in-
fluential school of socialists regard so-
cialism as a social evolution,and their
conception of the subject is be-
ing impressively confirmed by events.
It can be best nuderstood, not through
socialist literature, for there is no
gospel of socialism and its literature
is a bewildering maze of contradic-
tions, but through the modern phe-
nomena of trusts, studied in the
light of the theory of historteal evo-
lution.

Not that the trust is a
ideal. Far from it.

socialist
In all socialism

there is a democratic aspiration, and
trusts are not democratic. Yet they
are believed by democratic socialists
to secrete democratic germs, which
will eventually developthe autocratic
trust into an industrial democracy,
somewhat as political democracy has
been developed out of feudalism and
monarchy.

However this may prove to be,
doubtless the economic, as distin-
guished from the ethical, principlesof
socialism, are already in process of
more or less imperfect exemplifica-
tion by the trusts, the most perfect
of which in that respect is the United
States Steel corporation. This trust,
which controls 65 per cent. of the
American steel industry, owns not
only the natural sources of produc-
tion upon which it depends, but also
all the related artificial machinery
of production and distribution. It is
a gigantic socialistic embryo. So
at least it distinctly appeared to be in
a vivid pen sketch, by Mr. Ray
Stannard Baker, in MecClure’s
Magazine for November, 1901,
a sketch which is valuable as a social-
istic study because, besides being
vivid, it is evidently a true account,
as far as it goes, of the business meth-
ods of the steel trust.

Mr. Baker describes the organiza-
tion of the steel trust as—
a republican form of government,
not unlike that of the United States,
with a president; a cabinet, or ex-
ecutive committee, which is likewise
a supreme court, having practically
all the power of the board of direc-
tors; a treasury department, or
finance committee; a legal depart-
ment (the general counsel); and a
congress (board of directors),
elected to office by individual voters
or stockholders.

The government of the trust, be-
sides being republican in form, isfed-
eral in principle; for, writes Mr.
Baker—

It is a general though erroneous
impression that when the steel cor-
poration was organized all of the
ten absorbed companies lost their
identity, being merged in a single
huge concern managed from New
York city. But the United States
Steel corporation is rather a federa-
tion of independent companies, a
combination of combinations, each
with its own distinet government,
officers, sphere of influence, and par-
ticular products. ' The Carnegie
Steel company, for instance, is still

independent of the Federal Steel
company, and yet both are a part ot
the United States Steel corporation
in the same way that Pennsylvania
and Illinois, while separate states,
each with its own government, are
part of the United States.

But this government is primarily
industrial, as distinguished from po-
litical. Its purpose is the production
and distribution of steel commodities,
from the ore and the coal in the mine,
through all the processes of manufac-
ture and transportation, to the fin-
ished and delivered article. In this
particular it differs from the social-
istic state only in the fact that its
field of operations is limited to the
steel industry, whereas the socialistic
state would be expected to monopolize
even more completely and to operate
even more perfectly, all branches of
industry.

Still in analogy to the theory of
the American government, the steel
trust distinguishes between common
functions and those pertaining to the
constituent companies respectively:

While each subsidiary company re-
tains the entire management of its
own manufacturing plants, it has been
the policy of the new corporation to
combine in great general departments
those factories of production common
to all the companies. For instance,
most of the subsidiary companies
owned their own iron mines, their own
coke ovens, and controlled their own
ships in the lakes, and each had a
department to care for these interests.
Now the ore and transportation in-
terests are gathered in one great de-
partment. . .

The economy effected by this con-
concentration of common interests
into one central department is thus
described:

the coke interests, the export
department, the foreign offices in Lon-
don, and certain branches of the sales
departmenfs, are each grouped under
a single head. By this method a sin-
gle agency distributes iron ore, coal
and coke, between the various plants
as needed, avoiding cross shipments,
and supplying plants always from the
nearest sources, thereby saving
freight charges. Much of the economy
of production depends on the efficacy
of distribution. Formerly serious de-
lays resulted from the inability to ob-
tain vessel tonnage at the right time.
or to load the ships with the right
kind of ore when wanted, for many
companies, while owning plenty of one
kind of ore, were compelled to pur-
chase other kinds to make the proper
mixtures. Under the new system.
however, the splendjd fleet of 115 ves-
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sels on the great lakes is all under
the control of one man . . . and
the ore-distributing system is all un-
der another chief. The ships can thus
be directed by telegraph to the ore-
docks in Minnesota, Michigan or Wis-
consin, where each 1mmed1ately se-
cures a full load and carries it to the
dock or mill where that particular
kind of ore is most needed. .
Coke and coal are distributed much in
the same manner by a central depart-
ment.

Such centralization is confined,
however, as already indicated, to op-
erations of common concern. With
reference to functions pertaining to
the constituent companies individ-
ually, the impulse of competition
(more definitely, perhaps, emulation)
is encouraged. Mr. Carnegie had al-
ready made this a feature of his com-
pany, before the federation. Heen-
couraged “friendly rivalries between
his plants, spurring them on with re-
wards, and by firing the pride of ac-
complishment he succeeded surpris-
ingly in adding to the efficiency of his
force.”” Following Mr. Carnegie’s ex-

- ample, the steel trust, while in ab-
solute control, and consequently able
to insure harmony through its central
authority, has, nevertheless, so ad-
justed the relationships of the con-
stituent companies that —
one company buys of or sells to an-
other, as formerly, and the ,bargains
are driven just as shrewdly as ever,
each president being keenly ambi-
tious to make a good showing for hjs
company. The disputes which natur-
ally arise are settled by the execu-
tive committee, sitting as a sort of
supreme court.

As to products which vary with the
producing company, wide latitude is
allowed, each company being permit-
ted to drive the best bargain it can
in the open market. But—
in cases where several companies
produce the same thing—steel rails,
for instance—they agree on a price
and appoint the same agents through-
out the country.

Not only are economies secured by
this system of production and distri-
bution, but every department of the
trust, says Mr. Baker, “runs smoothly,
noiselessly.”

In this great trust, then, we have
an example, only partly developed
economically and not at all ethically,
but faithful and favorable as far as it
goes, of socialism in the concrete.

To perfect this system economic-

ally, with reference to socialistic
ideals, what is needed is that the
trust should encompass all great in-
dustries instead of only two-thirds
of only one, and manage them in sub-
stantially the same way. To perfectit
ethically, with reference to socialism,
what is needed is the democratization
of the trust, so that all who work in
it, the day laborer at the bottom, as
well as Mr. Schwab or Mr. Morgan,
at the top, shall participate equally
in its government and share equally
in the value of its produects.

Whether that is practicable is too
complex a question ‘for present dis-
cussion. One industryinight be man-
aged upon this plan with economic
success, even though the plan would
break down if applied to all indus-
tries. For that reason the steel trust
proves nothing regarding the econo-
mics of socialism; it only illustrates.
So the plan may work under a pluto-
cratic system, the board of directors
being chosen by the majority of
shares, when it would not work un-
der a democratic system, the board
being chosen by a majority of the
workers. On this point also the steel
trust illustrates the character but
does not demonstrate the practicabil-
ity of socialism. It may be doubted,
too, whether, when the trusts had
monopolized business, the employes
would be able to socialize trusts. The
power that—perfects the trust is a
power which no workmen, other than
the specially skilled, can hope to cope
with by organization.

But there is scant room for ques-
tion that socialism is the goal toward
which the trust tends. Those social-
ists are right who see in the trust phe-
nomena theirpredicted socialistic evo-
lution. If socialism comes at all, it
must come in one of two ways. Either
by the absorption of industries by gov-
ernment, or by the absorption of gov-
ernment by industrial agencies. Both
tendencies are at work. Government
is reaching out, not through the influ-
ence of socialist parties, however,
but under the pressure of grasping
private interests, and in the form of
protective tariffs, subsidies, and the
like, for the regulation of functions
which are distinctly individual and
non-invasive.  Concurrently, trusts
are reaching out for the contro]
of government. It is impossible

| mental machine.

to read Mr. Baker’s account of the
steel trust without seeing in that or-
ganization the - possibilities and
prophecy of an overmastering govern-
If there were no
opposing tendency, it could be pre-
dicted with almost absolute certainty
that the trust would at no distant day
evolve into an autocratic, plutocratic,
all-embracing nd paternal social-
istic state. Whether this state would
in turn evolve democratic socialism,
conceding the possibility of such
an ideal, would not be so easy
to foresee; but that the evolu-
tion would reach the point of pater-
nalism, if unobstructed, is as certain
as any human prophecy can be.
Fortunately, however, this tend-
ency is obstructed. The opposition to
an extension of government into the
sphere of private industry is not dead.

- During these years of advancing mo-

nopoly and imperialism it has beea
sleeping; but now it is awaking, as it
always has and always will whenever
autocratic tendencies gather momen-
tum and begin to disclose their true
character. And this same opposition
to the absorption by government of
individual functions is also an ob-
stacle to the absorption of gov-
ernment by trusts. The tendency

of trusts to develop a social-
istic state cannot persist, because
the only thing that gives it

power at all is monopoly of the nat-
ural sources of productlon The steel
trust, for instance, is cohesive and
powerful not because of its commer-
cial economies, but because directly
andindirectly it monopolizes ore beds,
coal mines and transportation ter-
minals. Abolish these monopolies,

‘and the steel trust would be as impo-

tent as a monarch without the power
of taxation.

This very simple but potent truth is
gaining recognition. Public thought
is being influenced by it more and
more. It is erystalizing a popular op-
position to the development of
the trust idea, and consequently
to socialism. It is the key to
the economic problem, to the
political ~problem, to the social
problem. And it is destined to
make the issue over which another
great struggle for liberty willbe made;
namely, whether we shall on the one
side perpetuate monopolies of nat-
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ural sites and resources, and so foster
trusts and promote socialism, or, on
the other, undermine those monopo-
lies and thereby advance and strength-
en the cause of individual liberty?

NEWS

Serious fighting cofttinues in South
Africa. On the 3d a British force came
in conflict with a Boer force near
Amersfoort, in the southeastern
Transvaal, and drove it from its posi-
tion. The news dispatch mentions
no casualties. Buton the 4th thesame
Boer force renewed the engagement
with a detachment of the same Brit-
ish force at the same place; and in
this affair the British lost 19 killed,
including the ma{'or in command, and
13 wounded. Also on the 4th, at
Bronkhorstspruit, a railroad town
40 miles east of Pretoria, a party of
Scots Grays was ambushed by Boers
and in the fight lost 6 killedand 10
wounded. Two or three minor skir-
mishes are reported, in one of which
the British killed 5 Boers and cap-
tured 29.

The British government is buying
land in the Orange Free State with a
view to laying it off in emall allot-
mente and populating it with friendly
settlers. In the Thabanchu district
this policy has been carried to the ex-
tent of the purchase of 28,000 acres,
where 80 farms had, by the reports
of the 5th, been allotted.

Computations of casualties in the
war, based upon British official re-
ports and emanating from London,
put the total Boer loss, since the be-
ginning of the war, in killed, wounded
and prisoners, at 18,320. The num-
ber of deaths is not particularized.
British losses for the same period are
put at 24,293, of which 9,113 were
sustained in actual fighting, the total
death losses being 19,430. The total
number of British invalided home, of
whom the majority recovered and re-
turned to their commands, is 64,330.

American sympathy with the Boers
found emphatic expression on the 5th
at a mass meeting at Cleveland. The
attendance was large, being reported
by the press dispatches as 4,000. Ex-
Congressman John J. Lentz delivered
the principal speech. Hissympathet-
ic sentiments were indorsed in brief
speeches by Mayor Johnson and Wil-

liam J. Bryan, the latter happening
to be in Cleveland as Mayor John-
son’s guest. Carefully prepared res-
olutions addressed to President Roose-
velt were adopted. Meanwhile active

*| efforts are being made for the collec-

tion of funds for the relief of non-
combatants in the British reconcen-
trado camps pursuant to the procle-
mation of Gov. Yates, of Illinois; and
Rev. Dr. Hiram W. Thomas and his
wife, Vandalia Varnum Thomas, have
been selected by the committee ap-
pointed by Gov. Yates, composed of
Judge E. F. Dunne, Mayor Harrison
and Peter Van Vlissingen, of Chica-
go, to goto these South African camps
for the purpose of distributing the
money. In fccepting this appoint-
ment Dr. and Mrs. Thomas write:

In the name of God and humanity we
are ready to go to that far-off land.
Gladly will we be the bearers of the
generous offerings and deep sympa-
thies of the people of our country of
the free to the noncombatants—the
aged, the mothers and children, the
sick and dying—whose husbands
and fathers are fighting so grandly
for home and country, for the rights of
man.

While Americans are thusmanifest-
ing eympathy for the Boers in their
resistance to British invasion, the
similar invasion by the United States
of the Philippines continues to meet
with similar though less effective re-
sistance. As the reports, like those
from South Africa, pass through the
military censorship of the invading
power, they cannot be regarded as
either complete or wholly reliable.
But some idea of the situation may be
spelled out from them. Gen.Bell was
reported on the 5th from Manila as
conducting a vigorous campaign in
Batangas province, Luzon; from
which it is fair to infer that the re-
sistance to American dominion in
that province is also vigorous. Con-
ditions in the island of Samar are re-
ported from Manila as still unsatis-
factory, “owing to the difficulty of
finding the insurgents;” which im-
plies either that there are none or
that, like the Boers, they do not fight
their better-equipped enemy in the
open, but attack him unawares. The
latter implication is the more prob-
able. In the island of Leyte, at Or-
moe, the Americans have captured
four cannon, powder factories, fully-
e?uipped workshops, and a quantity
of war material. all “belonging to the
insurgents.” Notwithstanding this
evidence of determined resistance, the
American civil authorities at Manila

declare that the island of Leyte “i
now perfectly peaceful.”

A remarkable document relatingto
the American occupation of the Phil-
ippines came to light on the 4th
through the war department at Wash-
ington. It is signed by nine Ameri-
can soldiers, who have been among
the Filipinos for many months, and
is addressed to their comradesin the
American army. In this document
the signers say to their comrades
that—

the time has arrived for us to break the
silence and let you know the real
truth, so that you will see the folly of
continuation of fighting these people
who are defending their country
against the cruel American invasion
in the same manner in which our fore-
fathers did against England in those
glorious days of our grand and noble
liberator, Gen. George Washington.
. « + . That the war may soon end we
ask the men of the American army sta-
tionedin these islands to present them-
selves to the Philippineauthorities as
we did. . . . Nearevery town thereare
always stationed forces of Filipino
troops, to whom, should you so de-
sire, you can present yourselves with
or without your rifles, and to avoid
danger it is best to hide it in a secure
place, and after you have presented
yourself, inform the Filipino officer
or chief of the guerrillas and they will
recover it and pay you some money in
return.

On the ‘basis of this document, one
of the signers, J. Thomas Kreider,
corporal Thirty-eighth U. 8. V., was
recently tried by military commis-
gion in Manila, and upon conviction
of treason sentenced to imprisonment
at hard labor for life; but Gen. Chaf-
fee disapproved the sentence on the
ground tﬁat the evidence of an overt
act of treason was not conclusive. He
thought the preponderance of proof
favored the contention of the accused
soldier that he was held by the Fili-
pinos as a prisoner and took no part
in operations against the United
States, gave no aid and comfort to
the enemy, made reasonable effort. to
escape, and was compelled by his cap-
tors to sign the proclamation by
threats of violence in case he refused.

At the opening of congress on the
6th, after the holiday recess, the Phil-
ippine question was made the subject
of a bi]?, introduced in the house by
Representative Henry A. Cooper, of
Wisconsin, chairman of the commit-
tee on insular affairs, providing for
a permanent form of civil govern-
ment, beginning January 1, 1904, for
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the people of the archipelago, under
the suzerainty of the United States.
In its present shape the bill provides
for a governor of the islands, to be ap-
pointed by the president of the Unit-
ed States; for an upper legislative
branch consisting of five nauve Fili-
pinos, also to be appointed by the

resident; and for a lower legislative

ranch of 30 members, to be elected
by Philippine citizens, the qualifica-
tions for citizenship being 21 years of
age, ability to read and write Spanish
or English, possession of taxable prop-
erty, and one year’s residence in the
islands. Two commissioners to the
United States are to be elected by
the two branches of the legislature in
joint session.

The chief object, however, of con-
gressional interest since the holiday
recess has been the Isthmian canal
question, last referred to in these
columns at page 583. A debate over
the matter took place on the 7th in
the lower house, when Representative
William P. Hepburn, of Iowa, chair-
man of theinterstate and foreign com-
merce committee, introduced the com-
mittee bill for a government canal
over the Nicaragua route. This bill
had passed the lower house last year,
but was held back by the Senate pend-
ing the disposition of the treaty with
Great Britain. The House was then
almost unanimously in favor of the
bill; but a division of opinion appears
now to have arisen. The Nicaragua
measure is opposed by friends of the
Panama route, and a third faction op-
poses a government canal altogether,
advocating construction by private
enterprise. The debate isstill in
progress as this paragraph closes.

Colombia, the country through
which the Panama canal route runs,
is still in the throes of civil war (p.
617), with unverified reports favor-
able to the insurgent liberals coming
in; while the only reports for the week
regarding the neighboring country of
Venezuela, which is in the same di-
lemma (p. 617), are barely better than
newspaper gossip., Nothing new has
transpired regarding the demands of
Germany upon Venezuela. The
Chili-Argentina embroilment (p.
616), also, is still in suspense.

At the Cuban elections of Decem-
ber 31, the general result of which was
received on New Year’s day and re-
ported in these columns last week, an
unexpectedly light vote was cast. One
cause for this doubtless was the with-

drawal of Gen. Maso, one of the two
presidential candidates in the contest.
He had asked for a postponement of
the elections, complaining that Gov.
Gen. Wood had placed tie election
machinery. in the hands of his adver-
sary, Estrada Palma. The request
being denied by the United States,
Maso withdrew and advised his friends
to take no part in the elections. He
intends to enter a protest against their
validity. The officers voted for were
governors and legislators for the six
provinces, members of the lower house
of the national congress, and senato-
rial and presidential electors. The
senatorial electors will meet February
18 at their respective provincial cap-
itals, and, together with the respective
provincial’ legislatures, elect na-
tional senators. On February 24 the
presidential electors will assemble at
their respective grovincial capitals
and vote for president and vice presi-
dent for a four-years’ term. Of the
presidential electors, 55 are reported
to be for Palma and 8 for Maso. The
new government will probably be set
up about the 1st of March.

Political interest in the TUnited
States has for several days centered
about the organization of the legis-
lature of Ohio, in which the Repub-
licans have a large majority but are
split into three factions—the Foraker
faction, the Daugherty. faction and
the Hanna faction.- Foraker’s term
as United States senator is about to
expire, and his successor will be elect-
ed this year. Hanna’ssenatorial term
has two years yet to run. Each of
these senators distrusts the other.
Hanna distrusts Foraker especially be-
cause he suspects him of the purpose
of securing his own reelection with
Hanna’s aid this winter, and then of
throwing Hanna overboard in 1903.
Accordingly each has exerted every
possible effort to secure the advantage
of control of the present legislative
organization. Harry M. Daugherty,
who was defeated last fall for the
gubernatorial nomination by Gov.
Nash, was not generally regarded as
a serious factor until the critical mo-
ment arrived. The Foraker slate, as
exhibited in December, contained the
names of Frank B. Archer for presi-
dent of the Senate and F. A. Scobey
for clerk, and those of Aaron E. Price
for speaker of the House and Harvey
V. Speelman for clerk. Against these,
Mr. Hanna’s candidates, announced
on the 26th, were W. B. Uhl for clerk
of the Senate, no candidate for presi-
dent being proposed, and W. S. Me-

Kinnon for speaker of the House,
with Burgess L. McElroy for clerk.
The brunt of the fight came over the
House organization, because the
speaker of the House appoints com-
mittees and is virtually absolute in
the direction of business, whereas the
Senate appoints its own committees
and directs its own business without
dictation from the presiding officer.
On the 4th this part of the contest
was decided in favor of Hanna by a
vote of 38 to 30 in the House caucus
of the Republicans. The Senate or-
ganization, however, was secured by
Foraker, he not only electing his can-
didate for president, but also defeat-
ing Mr. Hanna’s candidate for clerk
by a vote in Senate caucus of 14 to 7.
Hanna’s victory in the House is at-
tributed to an alliance with the
Daugherty faction, which is now be-
lieved to hold the balance of power.
Both the speaker and the clerk of the
House, though on Mr. Hanna’s slate,
are primarily not Hanna men but
Daugherty men.

Upon the formal organization of
the legislature on the 6th, the action
of the Republican caucus was con-
firmed, after which both houses lis-
tened to the message of Gov. Nash.
The message dealt largely with ques-
tions of taxation, the subject to which
Mayor Johnson has given vitality in
the state. The general plan he out-
lined was a modification of Johnson’s
idea of home rule in taxation. He
proposed that taxes for state purposes
be raised from corporate franchises,
the liguor traffic, etc., and that taxa-
tion for county, municipal or other
purposes be left to the counties. In
urging this change the governor said:

The tangible property will be relieved
of a portion of the burden whichit now
bears. There will then be no occasion
for the state board of equalization.
No injustice will arise because the
property in one county is valued more
highly for the purpose of taxation than
the property in another. Theinjustice
arising from such erroneous valuation
comes only when state taxes are to be
paid. Then taxes upon property will
be levied only by the county, municipal
and township officers.

NEWS NOTES.

—Nicholas Murray Butler was elect-
ed on the 6th to succeed Mayor Low,
of New York, as president of Columbia
university.

—The German Mormon conference
assembled at Berlin on the 5th, with
an attendance of more than 100 Mor-
mon missionaries.
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—The president, on the 8th, sent in
to the Senate for confirmation the
name of Leslie M. Shaw, of Iowa, for
secretary of the treasury, and that
of Henry C. Payne, of Wisconsin, for
postmaster general.

—Judge Tuley, of Chicago, decided
on-the 6th that the purchase of the
Wagner Palace Car company in 1899
by the Pullman Palace Car company
was not in violation of the anti-trust
laws of Illinois.

—For the first time in the history
of the Senate, the chaplain prayed,
on the 7th, for the newspaper repre-
sentatives, referring to them as “that
body of able and accomplished men
who send forth reports of the pro-
ceedings.”

—Arthur P. Gorman was named as
the Democratic candidate for senator
from Maryland, at a legislative cau-
cus on the B8th. One Democratic
member refused to attend the caucus,
and three refused to vote; but Gorman
received 61 votes, which barely insures
his election.

—The emperor of China and the
dowager empress returned to Peking
on the 7th, after their long exile and
the settlement with the powers (see p.
441). They were accompanied by 1,000
mounted noblemen gorgeously attired,
and they entered the Forbidden City
with ceremonial pomp.

—The national college which® An-
drew Carnegie is to endow with
$10,000,000 was incorporated at Wash-
ington on the 4th as the “Carnegie
Institution.” The incorporators are
John Hay, Judge E. D. White, D. C.
Gilman, Charles D. Walcott, John 8.
Billings and Carroll D. Wright.

—At the session of the Interstate
Commerce Commission, at Chicago on
the 8th, before which James J. Hill
and E. H. Harriman had been sum-
moned to testify about the merger
of the northwestern railroads, those
gentlemen failed to appear, and the
commission adjourned to the 24th.

—Peter Cooper Hewitt, son of
ex-Mayor Hewitt, of New York, and
grandson of Peter Cooper, is credited
with having invented a new mode of
electric lighting. The electrical cur-
rent passes through a mercury-gas
conductor, instead of the film of the
Edison device, and floods the gas-
charged glass bulb with light. The
expense for light is about one-eighth
that of the familiar incandescent
lamp.

—The census bureau announces that
the population of the entire United
States, including all the outlying pos-
sessions, was 84,233,069 in the census
vear 1900. This is itemized as follows:
Continental United States or United
States proper, 75.994,570; Philippines,
6.961.333, being the estimate of the
statistician to the Philippine commis-
sion; Porto Rico, 953,243; Hawaii, 154,-

001; Alaska, 63,592; Guam, 9,000; Amer-
ican Samoa, 6,100.

—The monthly statement of the
treasury department for December
shows on hand November 30:

Gold reserve fund................$160,000,000 00
Available cash balance......... 171,603,278 63

TOtal cevvnnnnrinesasrerinnnnns ...$321,608,278 63
On hand at close of last fiscal

year, June 30, 1901..

Decrease....... $5,229,846 39

—A new embalming fluid is report-
ed from Memphis, Tenn.,, to have
been discovered by Charles B. Lewis
of that ecity, which can be used to
preserve dead bodies for a longer or
shorter time, according to the
strength of the preparation, being
capable in full strength of preserving
them for all time. It has a petrify-
ing effect, and bodies subjected to
the embalming process do not shrivel
but retain the appearance of life.

—The December treasury report of
receipts and expenditures of the fed-
eral government for the fiscal year be-
ginning July 1, 1901, shows the follow-
ing:

Receipts:
Tariff .

feieeeneennns $126,868,623 71
Internal revenue... 142,563,979 11
Miscellaneous ..... 16,327,080 19
———————$284,759,588 01
Expense:
Civil and misc..... .. $55.281,742 73
WwWar.......... eeseees 59,268,059 31
Navy .... .. 34,059,837 84
Indians.... . 5,478,001 63
Pensions .. ... 70,008,512 33
Interest......... .... 18,041,632 73
$242,137,686 47
Surplus ....ceeviiiiniivinnn... $42,621,806 54

—Proceedings were taken in behalf
of the state of Minnesota, on the 7th,
before the supreme court of the Unit-
ed States, for leave to begin suit in
that court against the Northern Se-
curities company for the purpose of
preventing the comsolidation in that
company of the Great Northern, the
Northern Pacific and the Burlington
railroad systems. This is the first step
in pursuance of the programme adopt-
ed by the conference of the northwest-
ern states (p. 617) for the suppression
of the northwestern railroad com-
bine. The court reserved decision on
the application.

—The new mayor of San Francisco,
elected against both Democrats and
Republicans, by the labor vote, has
appointed labor representatives to
the principal places in his cabinet.
Michael Casey, a leader of the recent
teamsters’ strike, is commissioner of
of public works; J. S. Parry, secre-
tary of the Union Labor party, is fire
commissioner; H. W. Hutton, lawyer
for the Seamen’s Union and the La-
bor Council, is police commissioner;
and Alfred Roncovieri, a theater mu-
sician, the same occupation as the
mayor, is school director. The may-
or’s secretary is a Republican lawyer.
The member of the board of health
is a Republican homeopathic physi-
cian. The park commissioner is a Re-

publican artist. The only Democrat-
ic appointee is the election commis-
sioner.

PRESS OPINIONS. -

OHIO POLITICS.

Cleveland Plain Dealer (Dem.), Jan. &—
Honors are easy between the two senators
Senator Hanna has made it plain that he
is stil on deck and cannot yet be thrown
overboard by any combination against him.
Senator Foraker has made it equally clear
that Mr. Hanna {s not *“‘the whole thing”’ in
Ohio politics.

Pittsburg Post (Dem.), Jan. 6.—For-
aker's reelection to the Senate by this
legislature was conceded, while the time
of Hanna's next election is distant. But
there seeme to be an element in Ohio pol-
itics that is waliting tor a good chance to
make an end of Hanna and Hannalsm in
politics. This brought the senator, long
sighted as he is, into this legislative con-
test with the intent he shall lose no points.

Springfield (Mass.) Republican (Ind.),
Jan. 6.—Thus far it {s a drawn battle. . . .
Evidently, however, a political fight has
been started. It is supposed to have
an important bearing on the next presiden-
tial contest, and while Foraker is posing
as an administration man in the affair,
there {s not much reason for believing Mr.
Roosevelt countenances it or is disposed
to help in ousting the residuary legatee of
the McKinley political estate.

Cleveland Recorder (Dem.) Jan. 6.—The
fight has been about the worst possible
for both Foraker and Hanna, and neither
has won anything which wil compare in
the remotest way with what they have
lost. It would seem that the conditions are
not only good for the consideration of
some of the measures which Mayor Tom
L. Johnson will present to the legislature,
but it ought to be the beginning of the
campaign for the capture of the state for
the new Democracy.

Cincinnat! Enquirer (Dem.) Jan. 7.—The
legislature is through with its orgariza-
tion troubles and has only to act as a ratifi-
cation meeting in the ‘clection of a senator;
but the eagle eye of Mayor Tom Johnson
is still on it. . . . Of course, those who
were defeated at Columbus Saturday night
made a great show of harmony after the
nominations were made. They delivered
their oleaginous phraseology in the cau-
cus, and did their swearing and ecrying
in their rooms a little later. This was all
right. It {s usual. The defeated states-
men were doubtless playing for positions
on committees.

Cleveland Leader (Rep.), Jan. 7.—Each

faction won a victory—The Hanna people_
in the House and the Foraker people in the
Senate—yet Senator Hanna appears to have
achieved his purpose to render it impos-
sible for Charles L. Kurte to control legie-
lation, and it wasfarmoreimportant on that
account that he should organize the House
than it was that he should control the
Senate. The one thing to be regretted by
the people of Cleveland is that there is not
in elther branch of the legislature a Re-
publicanrepresenting their greatcity.
I8 unfortunate, because the Democratic
members of the House and Senate from
this county, all Democrats and tied up by
pledges to Tom L. Johnson, are loaded
with schemes that will be troublesome to
the people of Cleveland if they are car-
rled through. It was for this reason,
mainly, that the election of Wililam B.
Uhl as clerk of the Senate was urged.

GERMANY AND VENEZUELA.

San Francisco Chronicle (Rep.) Jan.
1.—It is asserted and boldly charged that
in collecting this debt Germany proposes
to do something contrary to the peace and
dignity of the United States. There is not
and never has been the slightest evidence
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that the German government has any such
intention. :

Pittsburg Post (Dem.), Dec. 81.—When
the whole matter comes to be looked into by
impartial judges, the war menace of Ger-
many appears to be nothing less than an
effort to collect a big sum, partially fraud-
ulent, at the cannon’s mouth. Out of this,
if Germany persists in her hostile pur-
poses against the South American state,
it is easy to see complications may arise
in the United States.

Boston Herald (Mass.), (Ind.), Jan 6.—
The Germans are not likely to set at open
deflance the decrees of the Monroe doc-
trine, unless the conditions singularly fa-
vor them; but there is little doubt that if
the United States became involved In a for-
eign war . . . . which necessitated the
putting forth in a thoroughly energetic
manner all of our resources, Germany
would find In -the preoccupation of
the American people its opportunity to
selze ands flnally possess itself of a con-
siderable part of the continent of South
America.

Pittsburg Dispatch (Rep.), Jan 3.—The
more the German claim against Venezuela
is looked into the more it appears to be
a dellberate swindle, which it is proposed
to compel a weak power to pay by cannon
and ball, by the temporary selzure of ter-
ritory, and asserting the right to collect
and apply to the swindling debt the cus-
toms revenues of the weak power. P
It is claimed that Germany wants a ter-
ritorial foothold in the South American
state with the Intent of starting a great
movement of its surplus population in that
directlon. It could readily induce an im-
migration of a million, te the great bet-
terment of German trade and an f{n-
creased political influence and power on
American soil. If this goes on, the United
States will be sure to be Involved.

BRITISH POLITICS.

Manchester Guardian (ILib.), Dec. 18.—
It is much easier to talk about the duty of
identifying oneself with every passing pas-
slon of a people than to perform the duty
of withstanding it to its face when for the
moment it Is wrong. 8ir Henry Campbell-
Bannerman has chosen the hardest part,
and he has the beginnings of his reward in
the enthusiasm which his npame now
arouses at every gathering of Liberals.

Toronto (Ont.) S8Sun (Goldwin Smith),
Jan 1.—The attempt of the Liberal-Imper-
falists to oust Campbell-Bannerman from
the leadership of the Liberal party and put
Lord Rosebery In his place has failed. How
could It succeed when the Rosebery plat-
form was tendered in a speech of which
each alternate sentence practically con-
tradicted the one before it?

London Speaker (Lib.), Dec. 2.—Lord
Rosebery advises the Liberal party—as a
man who no longer holds its principles—
to renounce its past. We do not think that
advice will be listened to, or that his In-
tervention will distract the party from {ts
loyalty to a leader who has courageously
faced the tumalt and the bdium of tha
hour, and added one more example to the
record of Liberal honesty and Liberal cour-
age.

London Daily News (Lib.), Dec. 17.—The
Liberal party are much obliged to Lord
Rosebery, but they passed through the pe-
riod of convalescence, which is a process
not a result, while he was making up his
mind whether he would speak at Ches-
terfield or not. Under the guidance of 8ir
Henry Campbell-Bannerman, who {s ris-
ing every day in public honor and esteem,
they have regained their pristine vigor,
and are quite ready to attack the govern-
ment when a month hence they get the
opportunity.

ANARCHY LAWS.

Baltimore, American (Rep.), Jan. b6.—
The national congress, in the press of
other business, must not forget the trag-

edy at Buffalo, but must enact laws that
will prevent the introduction of more an-
archists in this country and enable the
authorities to deal with greater severity
with those already here.

Free Soclety (An.), Jan. 6.—“Anarchy
must be stamped out,” hysterically shriek
the daily press. Well, Russia has been
“stamping out’ nihilism for a few decades,
but somehow those princlples continue to
“bob up serenely,” with uncomfortable fre-
quency In the czar's dominions. The Amer-
ican imperialists might profit by the ex-
perience of Russian autocracy.

Chicago Chronicle (Dem.), Jan. 6—Prob-
ably no new legislation on the subject is
necessary, but if any should be seriously
undertaken it {s to be hoped that there will
be enough genuine Americanism in both
houses of congress to make it clear not
only in the written law but in the minds
of a liberty-loving world that in providing
penalties for murder and Incitement to
murder we are not sacrificing freedom of
speech nor setting up a czardom at Wash-
ington such as the old Federalists of 1798
had in view.

THE PHILIPPINE QUESTION.

Chicago Record-Herald (Rep.) Jan. 7.—
Congress might indicate that it has no use
for ‘“crown colonles,’”” and that it proposes
to exercise the authority vested in it to
bring the government of the Philppines
into conformity with our territorial gov-
ernments as soon as order Isrestored. That
would tend of Itself to reestablish peace,
and the policy is one which the Democrats
might press upon congress with some hope
of benefiting by it.

Chicago Inter Ocean (Rep.), Jan. 8.—It is
now admitted even by those who voted for
the measure that the House blundered in
Passing the Philppine tariff bill. . . .
The senate should insist that the Philp-
pines be treated as fairly as was Porto
Rico in the Foraker act. (Jan. 9). The
bills for the government of the Philip-
pines introduced by Senator Lodge and
Representative Cooper, of Wisconsin, are
examples of constructive statesmanship in
refreshing contrast with the Philippine
tariff bill evolved by the Hon. Sereno
Payne's ways and means committee. The
Payne bill is legislation of, by and for the
beet-sugar clique. The Lodge and Cooper
bills are legislation in the interest of the
whole American people.

RECIPROCITY.

Chicago Record-Herald (Rep.), Jan. 4—
Selling to Europe and buying nothing of
Europe is not reciprocity. We have got
to a point where that policy will not ex-
pand our foreign market.

Chicago Chronicle (Dem.), Jan. 6—Mr.
Roosevelt's half-hearted and non-com-
mittal utterances on this subject are not
characteristic of a bold and righteousman;
they smack in every word and sentence of
timldity, retreat and surrender. He is as
completely under the influence of the tariff
masters as Mr. McKinley was when he
entered the White House for his first term.

Chicago Evening Post (Rep.). Jan 13.—
The New York Chamber of Commerce is
to be heartily congratulated upon itsclear,
unequivocal, emphatic declaration for the
policy of liberalism and freer trade, for
reciprocity without emasculating ifs and
buts. . The West demands reciproc-
ity, and its influence in congress is no-
negligible quantity. But it is gratifying to
have the support of so powerful and en-
lightened a body as the New York Cham-
ber of Commerce.

THE ZIONIST AGITATION.

Jewish Exponent (Phila.), Jan. 3.—It has,
after five years' work, according to the
testimony of its trusted leader, secured
from the sultan of Turkey a positive and
emphatic declaration of friendship for and
interest in the Zionist cause. It is, of

course, easy to sneer at achievements such
as these—easy to assert that in the west-
ern world the men of influence and posi-
tion are holding aloof from the movement,
and therefore it cannot succeed. ‘‘Argu-
ments,” such as these can do the Zionist
cause no harm; for the fact remains that
Dr. Herzl and his devoted band of work-
ers have accomplished more to promote
the solidarity and to exait the idealism of
Israel in filve years than their predeces-
sors accomplished In many cent}zrles.

BUSINESS CONDITIONS.

Dun’'s Review (com’l), Dec. 28.—If any
evidence was needed of the unparalleied
prosperity with which this nation has been
blessed during the past year, the expendi-
ture for Christmas gifts and decorations
should be ample.

Commercial and Financial Chronicle
(Wall st.), Dec. 28.—The tone at this mo-
ment {s strong and the surroundings are
promising. But were we to contrast to-
day with 12 months ago we should hawve to
say that nearly every department of man-
ufacture, except iron and steel and some of
their allied products, was less active—and
that the greater activity of even fron and
steel {s malinly, if not wholly, because pro-
ducers, through a strike and later through

‘a car shortage, have got behind in filling

their orders.

IN CONGRESS.

This report is an absiract of the Con
Record. the officlal report of cox:’%resslonn ‘) -
ings. It includes all matters general interest,
and closes with the last issue of the Record at hand
upon golng to prees. e references are to the
pages of Vol. 35 of that publication.

sional

‘Washington, Jan. 6, 1602.
Senate

Upon reassembling after the holiday re-
cess the Senate adjourned for the da g)
428) out of respect to the memory of the
late Senator Sewell, of New Jersey.

House

After transacting unimportant business
upon reagsembling after the holiday recess
the House adjourned for the day (p. 428)
as a mark of respect to the memory of the
late Senator Sewell. The following bills
on general subjects were introduced: No.
7628, bankruptcy; 7646, legal-tender notes;
7647, natlonal bank branches; 7660, army
canteen; 7670, postage on books, &c. (p. 431);
7673, immigration (g. 432). The speech of
Representative Shafroth on the Philippine
tariff appears at page 419.

MISCELLANY

DESPAIR’S DEFEAT.
For The Public.
Keen is the dagger of despalr,
But greatest souis
In solid phalanx go;
Whereat the appalled foe
Knows all his weapons vain; and sheathes
His sword In smiles.
LAURA EARLE.

MAYOR JOHNSON’S WAY.

“We will have to do this year to a
small extent what we did last year;
borrow from the city hail fund,” said
Mayor Johnson at the meeting of the
council appropriation committee yes-
terday.

“The situation is this,” he said. “Last
year we borrowed over $160,000 out of
the so-called city hall fund. This will
be repaid by the special levy made for
that purpose, which will come in one-
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half at each of the two tax collections
for the year. We are short in every
department except that of police,
which has not been increased during
the past year, much as it needs to be.

“We have this hope. The very unfair
distribution of taxes at the present
time may be straightened out by some-
body. I think the republican legisla-
ture will give us some relief along this
line. I do not want to make a polit-
ical speech or a taxation speech, but
this is not a matter of politics; itisa
matter of business. The main diffi-
culty is not that we do not have money
enough, but that large interests in the
city are not paying their share. If the
steam railroads bore their just share
of the taxes we would have $300,000
more money available for the use of
the city.

“But we will have to do this year to
a small extent what we did last year;
borrow from the city hall fund. Of
course, this borrowing of Peter to pay
Paul cannot go on forever and I do
not think it will. Next year if our
hopes are realized and we can collect
taxes on a fair basis, we can have the
large police force, the street cleaning
system and all of the other improve-
ments that we need.”

Mayor Johnson’s remarks were

greeted with vigorous applause by the

committees of business men who were
present at the committee meeting
from the chamber of commerceand the
retail merchants’ board. As these gen-
tlemen left the room after their own
hearing had ended they filed by the
mayor and each one warmly shook his
hand and expressed commendation for
what he had said.

“We want clean streets, such streets
as we have had recently,” J. H. Dan-
forth told the members of the appro-
priation and finance committees yes-
terday during their session. Mr. Dan-
forth was one of a delegation that ap-
peared before the committees to rep-
resent the chamber of commerce and
the retail merchants’ board. His re-
‘marks on clean streets was the key-
note of what they had to say to the
councilmen in regard to what the busi-
ness men of Cleveland want at the
hands of the city government during
the coming year,

Each member of the delegation had
warm praise for Director Salen for his
work in cleaning the streets during the
past year. The delegation came before
the council committeestosuggest that
whatever else they did, they should,
for the good of the city, see that the
shortage in the street cleaning depart-
ment was relieved as far as possible in

order that there should be no falling
oft in the work already done.

E. C. Higbee explained the purpose
of the delegation in appearing before
the committee. “We all feel that high
praise is due the administration for
the work on the streets that has been
carried on during the past few months.
We feel more than satisfied with the
work of the white wings system and
we want that system continued for the
good of the city; continued and en-
larged, if possible. We feel that thisis
necessary, but weare not familiar with
the conditions as are you gentlemen,
on whom the obtaining of money for
street cleaning depend. We are here
to urge a continuation of the work,
but we leave it to you gentlemen to tell
us how this can be done.”

“We want clean strets,” said Mr.
Danforth, “Such streets as we have had
recently. Let us keep them in the
same shape in the future that they
have been kept in since the white wings
system was inaugurated.”

“We are very well satisfied with what
has been done so far,” said George Wil-
liams. “We want it continued.”

“We have never had clean streets
until the past year,” said C. W. Whit-
marsh. “It seems that with the
growth of Cleveland and the advertis-
ing the city is receiving it will be a
great mistake if we do not do at least
as well in the future.”

“I would like to see more white
wings put on the streets,” said Webb
C. Ball. “We have had better streets
during the past year thanatany time
since I have been in Cleveland. There
isn’t anything more important than
clean streets.”—Cleveland Plain Dealer
of January 4.

IF ONE SOWS TARES.

“You have my full permission,” said
Mrs. Dillingham.

“Whatever it is, I shall be delight-
ed,” I managed to get that far.

“Say anything you please, I don’t
care what you say. Abuse him all you
want to. I was never so disappointed
in anybody in my: life—oh, I think it
was perfectly abominable.”

“Surely you do not mean—" -

“I don’t care if he is president. He
had no right to do it. That dear old
man with his lovely white hair and
his face red like a baby’s and then to
scold him like a schoolboy—oh, it was
outrageous.”

From which, with a little mental
agility, I infer that President Roose-
velt’s reprimand of Gen. Miles does
not meet the lady’s approval.”

“Approval? You are just as bad as

he is. It was contemptible; it was
cowardly.” .

“It-does seem a little bit bumptious.
But then the president is commander
in chief of the army, and discipline
must be preserved.”

“Brr, what tepid words you use. It
was brutal. ' It was inexcusable. If
I had been Gen. Miles I would have told
him what I thought of him right
there.”

She would, too. No doubt about
that.

“Perhaps it was brutal and coward-
ly. The army is a brutal institution.
It is an organized tyranny., Tyranny
implies cowardice.

“The soldier is not supposed to
think. The volunteer soldier never
quite gets that into his head. He re-
mains more a man and less a soldier
to the end of his term. The regular
has it drilled into him until it becomes
second nature to obey orders and ask
no questions. Possibly the American
soldier never gets completely over the
habit of baving a mind of his own.
Gen. Miles has been in the army all
his life and he so far forgot himself
as to express an opinion when he had
been told to keep his mouth shut. He
went so far as to say that Dewey
was all right and he had no sympathy
with attempts to defame a brave man.
And he got a scolding for it.

“President Roosevelt is @ gentleman,
and cannot be anything else. The com-
mander in chief of the army is liable
to be a bully. He can’t hold his job
without being a tyrant.”

“Nonsense, You’re just talking.
Our soldiers are the bravest men in
the world.”

“Our American soldiers are the
bravest soldiers in the world. As
mere fighters I am told the Turks and
the mahdists take the prize. But our
volunteer regiments are incomparable
as men under arms. Our regular army
is not made of the same sort of ma-
terial. Still, Mrs. Dillingham is right.
Our army, even our regular army, is
made up of brave men. Yet the army
is a bully and a coward.

“Pick up the worst brute you can
find in Red Wing or Goodhue county.
Tell him to drive a woman and ber
children out of her cottage and burn
the cottage. Tell him to drive off the
cattle and kill any man he can find
lurking about whether he is armed
or not. Give him leave to gather up
any valuable property he can find.

“There isn’t a man in this county,
not one in the state, who would doit.
But we have several thousand men do-
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ing that under orders in the army.
The army is a brutal institution and
its practices are more cowardly than
any of its members could possibly be
guilty of by himself. -

“Collect a thousand of the worst ruf-
fians in England. Have them round
up a thousand women and children,
herd them without proper shelter,
without enough food, keep them there
while they die by hundreds of cruelty
and privation. There are not ten such
cowardly ruffians in all England.
There are 200,000 Englishmen in South
Africa doing that very thing because
they are soldiers.

“Oh, it’s a fine thing end a brave
thing to send a squad of men to burn
down a village filled with women and
children. It’s a nice Christian act.
And we are supposed to stand round
and applaud it.”

“They don’t do it because they like
it,” she said. “They do it because they
have to.”

“Precisely. Being a soldier means
that sort of thing. Obey orders and
ask no questions, neither of the officer
nor of one’s conscience. A campaign
against an exasperating foe like the
Boers or the Filipinos, conscience
thrown overboard, begets cruelty and
meanness and all manner of deviltry.

“One of our officers in the Philip-
pines—another man who hasn’t wholly
been cured of talking—said the other
day we ought to kill every last one of
them and blow up the islands with
dynamite so they couldn’t come out
from behind trees with their thumbs
to their nose. That is an aggravating
trick, but it seems hardly reason for
killing 7,000,000 people.

“That would be a lovely step in our
process of benevolent assimilation.

“Now that officer is probably an
agreeable fellow over a bottle and a
cigar. If he is married he is probably
a kind father and husband. But as
a soldier he is an unspeakable savage.

“Nero was considered rather a tough
citizen, but I don’t remember that
Nero ever expressed a desire to kill
7,000,000 people in cold blood. Per-
haps it was an artistic feat beyond the
power of his conception.

“Why shouldn’t organized murder
be brutal? I don’t expect to see it be-
come anything else and I don’t ask
for any refinements.

“When @ man goesinto that kind of
business he’d better not have any opin-
jons. It may be possible in a volun-
teer army, organized for defemse of

our homes or our free institutions.
But when an army goes half way
round the world to subjugate a for-
eign country, its conscience must be
left home as excess baggage.

“But pardon the digression. You
were saying you didn’t approve of
President Roosevelt’s reprimand of
Gen. Miles.”

“I don’t care,” was her final word.
“I would bave told him just what I
thought of him.”—John Stone Pardee,
in the Red Wing (Minn.) Argus of
Jan. 5.

ARE ENGLAND AND AMERICA DO-
ING GOD’S WILL?

“It is God’s will.” As recently
spoken by President McKinley, these
words are just now much in the peo-
ple’s mind. In omne sense, I suppose,
everything that is done is God’s will;
but different people have differemt
ways of looking at it. I was much im-
pressed with this thought on reading,
many years ago, a magnificent poem
written by John Hay, at present sec-
retary of state at Washington, D. C.
It was entitled: “Thy Will Be Done,”
and ran as follows:

Not in dumb resignation

‘We lift our hands on high;

Not llke the nerveless fatalist,

Content to trust and die.

Our faith springs llke the eagle

That scars to meet the sun,

And cries exulting unto thee:
“O Lord! thy will be done!”

‘When tyrant feet are trampling
Upon the common weal,

Thou dost not bid us cringe and writhe
Beneath the iron heel;

In thy name we assert our rights
With sword and tongue and pen,

And e'en the headsman’s ax may flash
Thy message unto men. ¢

Thy will! it bides the weak be stromg,

It bids the strong be just;

No lip to fawn, no hand to beg,

No brow to seek the dust.

‘Wherever man oppresses man

Beneath thy liberal sun,

O God! be there thine arm made bare,

Thy righteous will be done.

Since I have known of John Hay in
his present position I have wondered
if he really did write it, and, if he did,
whether he had forgotten it; his
seeming consent to the injustice and
tyranny of this country towarde the
Filipinos seems such a discord with the
brave, free notesof the poem.

Thy will 1t bids the weak be stromng,

It bids the strong be just.

As a weak people the Filipinos are
struggling against us. May they be-
come strong, is my earnest wish. Asa
weak people this nation did become
strong in its opposition to British rule.
As a strong nation it has ceased to
be just. It has joined hands with its

‘4

former oppressor. To-day it must
stand silent and see England’s un-
namable atrocities carried on in South
Africa because itself is doing a like
work in the Philippines. Surely we
have fallen upon evil times when, Amer-
ica, set to be a light in the world, be-
comes an overshadowing darkness.

If I were in Secretary Hay,s place,
and had written and still believed in
that poem, it seems to me I should
say to President Roosevelt something
like this:

“You have been made presidentinan
unusual and startling way. The eyes
of the world are upon you, but do
not heed them. Look into your own
heart and act. An opportunity has
come to you such as no other man
ever had. You can do a deed for free-
dom that shall echo 'round the world;
or you can go on in the old unjust,
senseless, lawless, tyranmnical, use-
less ways followed by all nations up to
this time. You can show yourself a be-
liever in liberty, in human nature, in
a world-wide brotherhood; or you can
still swear allegiance to the god of
Force, and lean on the sword and gun
which the nations have over and over
and over again proved to be but broken
reeds that at the last pierced them
to their full. Does not all history
show you that any peace obtained .
through them is the peace of death,
or of a sullen, rebellious hypocrisy.?

“Great Britain has set her teeth, and
intends to go through the process of
‘wearing down.” Can you read that
and not feel stirring within you some-
thing of the blood of 1776? or is none
of it in your veins? Can you read it,
remembering all the horrors of the
Boer war up to this time, and think-
ing of all that must come in this
“wearing-down process,” and still
persist in a course that strengthens
the oppressor’s hands? It is in your
power to set such an example to
England that she must follow it, or
be left alone to the shame of a das-
tardly fight against freedom.

“We are strong; let us be just. We
can even afford to be generous. Were
you to advise the withdrawal of our
soldiers from the Philippines, you
would hear such a response even from
members of our own party, as would
show you that the whole country is, in
its heart, sorry and ashamed of the
bloody, cruel work we are carrying on.
‘And who knoweth whether thou art
come to the kingdom for such a time
as this?’

“Suppose there are some who would
call you a coward, a traitor, a weak
sentimentalist, a crank; no matter
what. The choice spirits of the earth
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would see in you a harbinger of that
new time of peace and good will to-
wards which the world has yearned
through the ages.

“Many who now through loyalty to
party and administration, are silent
before the policy of ‘subjugation at
any cost,” would be enthusiastic sup-
porters of the administration if it
would appeal to the love of justice and
freedom, dwelling, though too often
asleep, in the heart of every human
being. We have made the Americans
hatedand feared even as the Spaniards.
It is not yet too late to redeem our-
selves. Let us leave the Filpinos to
solve their problems in their own
way. If we have wisdom it is urgently
needed in our own country. Let us be
a light to the world, a city set on a hill.
There is call within our own uncon-
tested borders for all the statesman-
ship at our command. There are lynch-
ings, murders, suicides, highway rob-
beries, ever increasing; even in what
we call prosperity, vice and crime, in-
sanity and poverty,aremore and more.
There are struggles between the work-
ingmen and the monster combinations
of the capitalists which neither you
norlknowhow to settle; there are des-
erts which can be made to rejoice and
blossom as the rose. Let us recall our

~army from its work of hate-breeding
destruction, and use it in construction.
Show the Filipinos by example what a
nation should be and do.

“Do you say that left to themselves
they will fall into anarchy? Imagine
the worst you can from anarchy, and
I will match it, and double matech it,
by the work of the British in South
Africa and the Americans in the Phil-
ippines. :

“Wherever man oppresses man

Beneath thy liberal sun,
O Lord! be there thine arm made bare,
Thy righteous will be done.”

“Sooner or later, unless England
and America repentandturnfrom the
evil of their ways, a righteous judg-
ment will overtake them. If you miss
your opportunity to turn this nation
in the direction ofliberty,justice,and
peace, some nobler, grander, farther-
seeing man will take the crown of
brave liberty-lover which might be
yours. I bid you pause and think, and
mark out a path for yourself, and not
follow blindly one marked out by
others.”

So would I speak were I in place of
Secretary Hay. But, alas, and alas!
I am only a woman, the mother of
sons. And I can only sit here and let
my heart bleed in vain for other moth-
ers whose sons are being killed,

.

‘return both these letters,

maimed, debauched, crazed and brutal-
ized, as soldiers, in the Philippines.

CELIA B. WHITEHEAD.
Denver, Col.

CORRESPONDENCE IN REGARD TO
THE FOREGOING ARTICLE.

For the purpose of verifying the punctua-
tion of the poem by Hon. John Hay,
given at length in the above article, a
representative of The Public searched for
it in all the editions of Mr. Hay's poems to
be found in the public libraries of Chicago.
As he was not able to find it, a letter was
written to Mrs. Whitehead asking for an
authentication of the poem. Mrs. White-
head had no printed copy of the poem; she
had committed it to memory from a maga-
zine in 1891. She therefore forwarded the
letter of inquiry, with one of her own, to
Mr. Hay, now secretary of state at Wash-
ington, explaining in her own letter that
the person who lent her the magazine
which contained the poem told her that
Mr. Hay was ‘“‘an eminent lawyer, as well
as a gifted poet.” Mrs. Whitehead contin-
ued:

‘It never occurred to me that there could
be another lawyer-poet named John Hay
till I received the letter herewith inclosed,
though it is true that since you have been
in your present position I have wondered
how you reconciled your seeming friendli-
ness toward England with the spirit of the
poem. But I let the thought drop as one
of the unsolvable mysteries.”

Mrs. Whitehead recetved the following
reply from Mr. Hay's private secretary:

Department of State.
Washington.
December 26, 1901.
Dear Madam:—

The Secretary of State asks me to
as the
copy of the poem you refer to seems
correct in your letter. The poem was
published in “The Independent” some
years ago, and has been since copied
in Dr. Lyman Abbott’s volume of
hymns.

The Secretary is unable to relieve
the confusion of mind you seem to
be in in regard to the contradiction
you see between his words and his
acts.

Very respectfully,

E. J. BABCOCK,
Private Secretary.

Mrs. Celia B. Whitehead,
1501 E. 16th Ave., Denver, Col.

[8igned]

THE PHILIPPINE SITUATION.
Special correspondence of the New Volce,
of Chicago, dated from Iloilo, P. 1., October
30, and published {n the New Voice of De-
cember 16.

A prominent American gentleman,
who is in the Philippine islands on
business and has spent several
months in Manila and other places,
was interviewed in this city to-
day by a representative of the New
Voice. This gentleman has formed a
decidedly unfavorable opinion of the
army as it is in evidence here, and

inasmuch as the opinion has been
formed upon the strength of several
months of intimate and careful ob-
servation, it must be accepted as
worthy of attention. The gentleman
says, speaking of discipline in the
army:

“Discipline is frightfully slack and
as a result drunkenness prevails in
most wholesale fashion and is a dis-
grace to the whole army and to the
American name. In my way of look-
ing at it, drunkenness in the army is
to-day one of the most formidable
problems of the whole Philippine
situation. If the army could be
sobered up and made decent, a great
many of the troublesome features
that now confront the American gov-
ernment here would be much relieved.
In the cities where there are garri-
sons drunkenness and ‘bad conduct
upon the part of the soldiers are so
constantly in evidence and so extreme
that the native population is strong-
ly prejudiced against Americans and
everything American. The teachers
sent here have almost no influence
as compared with the destructive in-
fluence of an army of drunken sol-
diers. The disgust upon the part of
the native population is so extreme
that nothing but the presence of an
overwhelming military force that has
demonstrated not only its ability to
fight, but as well its disposition w
butcher upon provocation, prevents a
general outbreak. As it is, the work
of pacification goes on, but it will be
slow, and tedious, and blundering,
and frightfully costly.”

In answer to a question as to
whether any instances of drunken
outrages had come under his own ob-
servation, the gentleman said: ‘“Yes;
while I was in San Fernando in the
Pampango province, a cavalryman got
a pass to go to Bacalor. While there
he got drunk, and as he was hiding
home in the early evening his hat fell
off. A native who was close by ran
and picked it up and handed it to
him. The soldier took the hat, drew
his revolver, and shot the native,
mortally wounding him. The impres-
sion made by a deed of that sort upon
the native community can hardly be
realized. Perhaps the best approach
to any appreciation of it that an
American can make would be to
imagine some of our states in the
possession of a hostile army that
would commit such outrages upon
the people.

“It was only two or three days aft-
er this instance that two soldiers in
a nearby town got drunk and opened
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fire on everything in sight. When the
magazines of their rifles were empty
one of them snatched a revolver from
a native policeman, who stood by,
afraid to interfere, and emptied that
in the same way. The whole town
was terrorized. The people could do
nothing. If some native had had cour-
age enough to shoot the two drunken
rascals, the town would have been
burned and the most terrible punish-
ment inflicted upon everybody.”

“Speaking of punishment and the
conduct of the troops toward the na-
tives,” the gentleman continued,
“both officers and soldiers, so far as I
have observed them in many parts of
the islands, entertain no other senti-
ments than those of contempt and
hatred for the whole native popula-
tion. They commonly called them
‘niggers,’” and flippantly boast of the
number that they have killed and the
methods of destruction: that they
have employed. Of course when the
officers and soldiers are drunk this
flames out the worse. They bluster
and bully and drive the natives about;
take possession of their shops and
stores, and insolently enter their
homes to abuse and insult their
women. It is a common thing
to hear soldiers, and even officers, say
that they wish the insurrection
would break out again so that they
could clean some more of the natives
out of the country.

“I recently met a naval officer in
Manila who had been serving in one
of the southern islands and who told
me, and I have every reason to be-
lieve that he told the truth, that upon
the occasion of the violation of some
of the customs of civilized warfare
on the part of the Filipinos the com-
manding officer of the American
troops at the place where it happened
gave orders that the country for twen-
ty miles around should be absolutely devas-
tated; and every living thing, man, woman,
child or beast, killed; and, said he, it whs
done.”

. Questioned concerning the attitude
of the officers toward drunkenness
and outrageous conduct, the gentle-
man said: . -

“I am very thoroughly convinced,
after long and careful observation,
that practically no effort is made
upon the part of the officers to pre-
vent drinking and very little for the
protection of the matives from the
outrages of drunken soldiers. I have
met during my stay in the Philippine
islands officers of all grades, from
division commanders down. I have
stopped at the same hotels with them,

eaten at the same tables, and I am by
their conduct forced to the conclusion
that they make no effort whatever to
put moral restraints upon their men.
I think this is in consideratable part
due to their ugly frame of mind over
the abolition of the canteen. I am
not known in the United States as a
temperance advocate. I had no part
in that canteen affair. I do mot even
care to express an opinion upon that
subject, but this has been one of the
results of the passage of the anti-
canteen law: The officers are more
willing than ever that their soldiers
should drink, and rather enjoy it
when their soldiers get drunk and do
outrageous things. It enables them
to assume an I-told-you-so air.
“This attitude on the part of offi-
cers has had its effect upon the con-
gressmenw who have been visiting the
Philippine islands. I met several of
them and they all told me that they
are going back to the United States
to try to get the canteen restored.”
At this point the New Voice repre-
sentative inquired: “What do you
think would be the result of restoring
the canteen?” The gentleman re-
plied: )
“As I said before, I am not express-
ing an opinion upon that question,
but I will say very emphatically that
not one of those congressmen had in-
vestigated the matter as carefully as
I would investigate the buying of a
property worth $5,000 They had
merely taken the statements of preju-
diced, and not infrequently drunken,
officers. I will say this much, that I
am at a loss to know how any sensi-
ble man could believe that laws to
provide for drinking will lessen
drunkenness among the soldiers, or
how an attitude of concession toward
drunkenness and disorder upon the
part of the war department is going
to promote discipline.” A
“As regards the social evil,” he con-
tinued, “it is shockingly in evidence
everywhere, and the attitude of the
army toward it is that of toleration
and encouragement. Hundreds of
young native women are being in-
veigled into mock marriages by Amer-
ican soldiers, with the knowledge, if
not with the approval, of their offi-
cers. Girls are sold by their parents
as temporary ‘wives’ for a few dollars
a month, often against the will of
the girl. The officers know it, and
make no objection. These ‘wives,’ to-
gether with the corps of prostitutes,
are examined weekly by post sur-
geons to guarantee the lecherous
Americans against infamous diseases.

And when a soldier does become dis-
eased he is cared for in the hospital
at full pay. I fancy that the moral
people of the United States would
rise in rebellion if they could really
be informed concerning the condi-
tions that exist here along these
lines.

“Of course I am here on business,
The successful prosecution of my
business depends on my keeping on
good terms with army officers, and I
am going to keep on good terms with
them if I can, but when I go home I
shall look back upon these months as
months spent very mear to hell, and
nothing but necessity will ever bring
me to the Philippines again.

“It looks to me that the one great
thing that the army, and so far as
that is concermed, our whole govern-
ment here, needs, is an exhibition of
manly civilized backbone. The Phil-
ippines have got more than enough of
the sample of Americanism that they
are getting. Now the country needs
to see some American men, not
drunkards or libertines or apologists
for drunkenness and libertinism, but
men of the kind that they do not
even know that we raise in the United
States.”

“King Lear is a great character,”
remarked the friend.

“Yes,” answered Mr. Stormington
Barnes; “I suppose you remember my
performance last season?”

“No; I must confess I have never
seen you in the part.”

“Indeed!” was the rejoinder in &
tone of gentle surprise. “Then how
on earth did you know it was a great
character?”—Washington Star.

The day for the Chinese New Year,
the mistress of one of San Francisco’s
fine homes went into her kitchen to
give an order to her Chinese cook, Lem.
To her surprise, she noticed that he
was preparing a very curious mixture
which she had not ordered.

Mrs. R.—What is that, Lem?

Lem—Me got frien’ in grabeyard.
To-morrow Chinee New Year. Me go
put this by his grabe for him.

“Why, Lem! Do you think your
friend will come out of his grave to eat
the food you put there?”

Lem drew himself up and retorted
with a cold scorn worthy of his prede«
cessor, Confucius:

“You t’ink your frien’ come out his
grabe to smell flowers you put there?”
—Life,

Advertisement—A New Historical
Romance. Positively the Great Amer-
ican Novel! Written by Araminta
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Jeannette Featherstone, with one
hand tied behind her! The nine hun-
dredth thousand sold before the au-
thor had given the book a thought,
or, indeed, before she had written
more than fifty chapters! Profusely
illustrated with nine thousand steel
plates having nothing whatever to do
with the story, and twenty-seven thou-
sand wood engravings only remotely
bearing upon the same! For sale at
all dry goods shops!—Detroit Journal.

BOOK NOTIOES.

George F. Cram, in writing ‘“Minette, a
Story of the First Crusade’ (Chicago:
John W. Hiff & Co.), has put human life
into the history of the Hermit's emotional
epoch by unfolding a love tale in which
four crusading knights, one a vicious plot-
ter, and two girls of noble birth are the
principal characters. The story is more
narrative than dialogue, and the narrative
is interesting. One charm of the story is
due to the author’s evident idea that men
and women in those days were even as the
men and women of our day. He throws
about them no meretricious glamour of ro-
mance, but, while keeping always in view
the historical setting of the story, his moni-
tor in depicting character is unchangeable
human nature, the same now as then. Even
the language of conversations, though not
colloquial, is unmarred by absurd attempts
at imitation of a forgotten speech, the
thought being expressed in dignified mod-
ern English.

The Philosophy of Henry George (8t.
Louis: The Kenmore Press) is an im-
pressive appreciation of Henry George
by H. J. Cantwell. It was prepared orig-
inally as a lecture and delivered before
the Trades and Labor Councll at St.
Louis in 1898.

PERIODICALS.

—The Rallroad Trainmen’s Journal
(Cleveland) for January republishes from
the North American Review, with numer-
ous Photogralghic illustrations of Chinese
life in San ancisco, the article by ex-
Mayor Phelan, of San Francisco, in advo-
cacy of Chinese exclusion.

In the Forum for January Sunyowe Pang
writes on “The Chinese in America”—an
article which any American can read with
profit. The same number contains a fine
article on ‘“The Philippines and Our Mili-
tary Power,” by Congressman Shafroth;
aend Brander Matthews criticises Mr.
Howells as a critic.

—Always remembering the peculiar re-
lations of the writers of “Filipino Views of
American Rule,” in the North American

for January, they being members of the
United States Philippines Commission, the
article is interesting and suggestive. But
the most gratifying magazine article for
many e day, to believers in the immanence
of the moral principle in the world, s *The
Mystery of Justice,” by Maurice Maeter-
linck, in the same number of the North
American.
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