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The Isthmian canal tangle is one
which the ordinary citizen cannot un-
ravel. The solution of the problem
depends upon superiority of routes,
and over this question even the om-
niscient and infallible newspapers are
in confusion. How can common
folks hope to form sound opinions
when their great organs of opinion
are at a loss?

Such a question can be properly de-
termined, of course, only by experts
possessed of special kmowledge.
Though the people are more compe-
tent than any expert to pass upon the
desirability of an Isthmian canal,
they are not as good judges of details.
In this as in all other matters of com-
mon concern, an intelligent public
opinion is the safer guide as to the
general principle involved, the gen-
era] direction to pursue, the general
object to be attained, the general
policy to adopt; but experts must be
called in to select and adjust the par-
ticular means. Right thereisthedif-
ficulty in the Isthmian canal case.
Such vast private interests are at
stake that the experts are liable tobe
influenced, and, at any rate, are dis-
trusted. Itis doubtless true that the
whole controversy over routes—Nica-
ragua versus Panama — has been
raised and is kept alive by the trans-
continental railway ring, which now
controls trans-Isthmian commerce
and is averse to any undertaking that
would open the way for free competi-
tion with its continental lines of
railway. By bringing on the con-
troversy this ring hopes to prevent
the construction of any canal.

The differences between the Nica-
ragua and the Panama routes are

‘be further

marked enough to offer an easy prob-
lem to disinterested and incorruptible
experts. One route is over a moun-
tain by means of many locks, and
would require perennial expenditures
on alargescale. Theotheristhrough
a cut at sea level. The former is
longer than the latter, from terminus
to terminus; and it has not been con-
structed at all, while its competitoris
partially constructed and the whole
outfit can be bought for a emall sum.
If these were the only facts, no expert
would be necessary. The Panama
route would obviously be preferable,
and the people themselves could se-
lect. But other factors enter in.
There are large political considera-
tions: one route lies in Nicaragua
and the other in Colombia. There
are peculiar physical considerations:
though the Nicaragua canal would
cross & mountain, the difficulties of
construction would bematerially less-
ened by a river flowing down to the
coast and a large lake at the summit.
There are considerations of distance:
though the Panama canal would be
shorter than the Nicaragua, it would
south and therefore
more difficult of access from the
world’s trade centers. Considerations
of the comparative healthfulness of
the two locations also enter in, with
many less obvious points. All these
conflicting considerations makeit im-
possible for any but well-informed ex-
perts to fix the route intelligently;
but to such experts, those considera-
tions—the corrupting influence of
private interests apart—should not
present a serious problem. Be that
as it may, however, in the nature of
the case experts must decide. The
people cannot. Neither can congress.
That body is no more competent as
a body tosolve problems of detail than
the people themselves would be.

What congress can do and should

do is to pass upon the general ques-
tions in the case. As a popular body,
representing the intelligence of the
people and nothing more, its function
is mainly to decide the question of
building en Isthmian canal, to de-
termine whether it shall be a private
enterprise or a public work, and to
fix general limitations. The details
it should leave to special workmen,
authorizing their employment in a
manner calculated to secure fidelity,
which can best be done by concentrat-
ing responsibility for results where
the sense of responsibility is likely
tobekeenest. These viewsbeingsound,
the existing controversy over the Isth-
mian canal ought to be speedily set-
tled. It may be assumed by congress
that an Isthmian canalisreally want-
ed. Most of the newspapers say it is
wanted;forthree centuriesormore the
subject has been agitated; congress is
already virtually’ agreed that the
American people demand it; and the
desirability of piercing a strip of land
so narrow agthe Isthmus, which forces
ships plying between the Atlanticand
the Pacific to go thousands of miles
out of their way around the farther-
most point of South America, is too
evident for serious discussion. The
next question relates to the kind of
thoroughfare the canal shall be—
whether a private lane like our trans-
continental railroads, or an open high-
way like the oceans. That point
also is removed from honest discus-
sion.. Few favor the private high-
way, and none defend it for any but
private reasons. A private highway
is an incongruity, both in words and
sense. ‘All that remains, then, for
congress to do is to authorize the con-
struction and maintenance by the fed-
eral government of a public water-
way through the Isthmus, fixing such
general limitations and making such
general provisionsas may be necessary
or appropriate, and to invest the pres-
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ident with the authority and impose
upon him the responsibility for the
details of route selection and canal
cocstruction.

If that were done, the president
would be obliged, of course, to rely
upon experts. He could not do the
work personally. But having the
power of employment and discharge
he would be responeible for the abil-
ity and fidelity of the experts he chose.
If they were privately interested, or
gave way to corruption, he would be
accountable to the people; and the
consciousness of this undivided re-
sponsibility would tend to the
intensification of his own prob-
ity and vigilance. There would
be danger, to be sure, of cor-
ruption, which in some of its
subtler forms might penetrate even
into the White House. But when
the personal integrity of the presi-
dent cannot be trusted, whose can be?
And it must not be forgotten thatthe
danger of corruption eannot be whol-
ly avoided, no matter what is done.
So long as we foster gigantic private
interests at the expense of public
rights, we must recognize corruption
as one of the ever-present factors in
all public problems. The remedy is
not to depart from common sense
methods of managing public affairs,
in order to head off corrupting in-
fluences. The less common sense there
is in the method, the easier for those
influences to creep in. The remedy
really needed is the withdrawal from
private and corporate hands of all the
public favors which build up private
interests in hostility to the legitimate
interests of the public. '

Consider this point in the light of
the Isthmian canal controversy. In
normal circumstances there would be
nothing to the controversy but the
impotentinfluences of a badly crippled
foreign corporation owning the un-
finished Panama canal and anxiousto
sell out cheap, on one side, and on the:
other the equally impotentinfluences
of a speculative company hoping in
vain to be subsidized to build and
own a canal on the Nicaragua route.

A typical Tammany aldermen could
almost be trusted to decide such a
controversy for the public good. But
note the difference when a powerful
railway interest injects itself into the
problem. It owns all the highways
across the continent. Not only the
rails and ties and locomotives, but the
rights of way. By thismodern species
of highwaymanship the ring is su-
preme in power, when its interestsare
involved. Its interests are involved
in the Isthmian canal project. At
present it commands the Isthmus. It
owns the Isthmian railroad and it sub-
sidizes the Isthmian steamers. There
is, therefore, no competition with it
save the insignificant competition of
tramp vessels that go around the
Horn. Butif a public canal were cut
through the Isthmus, the shipping of
the world would compete for freight
traffic with this transcontinental rail-
road ring. Isitany wonder that cor-
ruption is rife, and that powerful in-
fluences are at work to prevent the
construction of a canal, or if one be
constructed to make it a failure?

How simple a thing it would be
to annihilate that pernicious influ-
ence,not only for this occasion but for
all occasions. Its power is due, ae
we have already said, not to rails
and ties and cars and locomotives,
but to rights of way. They be-
long of right to the public. Unless
the government owns them the pri-
vate owners will own the government.
Private highways are an anachron-
ism. Let the government take them
back for the people to whom they be-
long and who cannot justly be divest-
ed of them. Thisiseven moreimpor-
tant than an Isthmian canal, and for
other purposes besides the destruction
of a powerful corrupting influence.
The canal is intended, in the commer-
cial aspects of the project, to makea
thoroughfare for competition with the
railroads. That would not be neces-
sary if the railroad rights of way were
returned to the people from whom
they have been taken, for railroad
trains would then compete with one
another. Just as private vessels may

sail through the public canal, so could
private freight cars roll over the pub-
lic railway. And why ehould this re-
sumption by the public of the pub-
lic highways not be made? Can any
Isthmian canal advocate explain why
it is government business to openand
own a water highway across the Isth-
mus, operating locks if necessary, and
not government business to open and
own a rail highway across the conti-
nent, regulating time tables and op-
erating switches as required?

The effort of the British ministry
to manufacture friendly American
sentiment just as American feeling
is rising over the use by the Brit-
ish army of an American port asa
base for military supplies with which
to fight the Boers, and upon theheels
of the ugly disclosure in a trial at
London of the fact that the British
postal authorities at Johannesburg
were in the habit of turning over the
American consul’s mail to the British
censor—tihat effort in those circum-
stances was ludicrously awkward. Ob-
serve how awkward it was. ‘An ob-
scure member of parliament asks the
ministry to reveal a diplomatic secret
of four years’ standing affecting the
United States with reference to their
war with Spain. Therequest was ut-
terly without visible cause. No re-
lated question was under discussion,
or likely to be. Yet.the ministry hast-
ily made the requested disclosure,
thereby indicating that at the begin-
ning of the Spanish-American war
the continental powers of Europe
were disposed to embarrass the United
States, and were headed off by the
friendly attitude of the British tory
ministry. If therewas orcould have
been any other motive for that par-
liamentary performance than anxiety
to counteract the rising pro-Boer sen-
timent in this country,a revelation of
the mysterious motive would be at
least interesting. Done more skill-
fully, the thing might have succeed-
ed. But thin-skinned though the
Americans are, and therefore suscep-
tible to flattery, they are intelligent
enough at least to recognize a “jolly”
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so awkwardly constructed. And they
don’t like to be awkwardly “jollied.”

Mr. Joseph Chamberlain, the Brit-

ish colonial secretary, who is respon-
sible more than any other person for
the infamous war of subjugation in
South Africa, made a defeneive state-
mentin parliament on the 20th, which
reveals his poesession either of a great
deal of ignorance of modern American
history or of a very low grade of moral
sense with reference to property
rights. Referring to the conclusion
of the civil warin the United States,
he said that—
no political conditions were given the
Confederates, while their property
was confiscated on a tremendous
scale.
As no property was taken by the con-
quering power from the people of the
Confederacy on a large scale, except
the slaves, who were.not confiscated
in the strict sense of the term but
were set free, it must be inferred, if
Mr. Chamberlain knew what he was
talking about, that he recognizes
slaves as legitimate property. It is
rather late in the history of human
progress for aman to be accorded cred-
it for the most ordinary moral in-
stinets who refers to an act of human
liberation as a confiscation of prop-
erty.

Cable correspondence from London
to the American papers justifies all
the more the position taken by Con-
gressman Kern regarding American
special representatives at the British
coronation ceremony, upon which we
commented last week. It appears
that such representatives, instead of
being honored envoys to the British
people are to be made inferior guests
at a royal family party. Says one of
the dispatches, that to the Chicago-
Record-Herald, of the 19th:

The whole system of etiquette for
such occasions is very elaborate.
Crown princes, representing the em-
perors and the elder sons of kings,
naturally come first, and after them
the special envoys, whose precedence
is sometimes arranged according to
the date of their arrival, and at other
times alphabetically. If the latter
method is followed, as is predicted,

the United States would come at the
end or just before Uruguay and Vene-
zuela.

At last the veil of secrecy and pre-
varication is removed, and the recon-
centrado order of amn American gen-
eral in the Philippines—J. Franklin
Bell—comes to light. From time to
time the facts have leaked out regard-
ing modified applications in the Phil-
ippines of Weyler’s barbarous poliey
of reconcentration, but now its un-
modified applicationisboldlyrevealed.
Gen. Bell’s order, issued early in De-
cember, requires the inhabitants of
the province of Batangas to come
within American military camps un-
der penalty of the confiscation and de-
struction of their property. This is
the policy with which Weyler shocked
the civilized world and aroused the
indignation of our own country when

Jhe originated itin Cuba. Itisthe pol-

icy which the British, to theirshame,
have adopted in South Africa. Itis
a policy which means disease, starva-
tion, torture and death in the Philip-
pines just as it did in Cuba and does
in South Africa. It is a policy for
which the responsibility must be
placed whereit belongs, not upon Bell,
the subordinate, but upon President
Roosevelt, the commander in chief.
Whether he ordered it or not he has
the power to stop it.

Epigrammatic and cutting is the
admonition with which Dr. Park-
hurst favors Mayor Low, of New York
city. “There is not much to choose,”
he writes, “between a Tammany ad-
ministration that has bad principles,
and a reform administration that has
good principles but is afraid to use
them.” This is apropos of the discov-
ery that New York is as “wide open”
a town under Mayor Low asit was un-
der Mayor Van Wyck. It i true that
Mayor Low has been only a short time
in office. But he wes not required
to get new laws enacted in order to
redeem the anti-Tammany pledges.
The laws exist. They need only to
be enforced. Why they havenot been
enforced anyone familiar with New
York knows. The administration

that should become responsiblein the
public mind for their enforcement
would be damned beyond resurrec-
tion. The laws are “hay-seed” laws,
imposed by the state legislature, at
the solicitation of a small minority
of the inhabitants, upon this vassal
city. What the political reformers
who manage Mr. Low have hoped to
do has been to enforcethe lawstoflat-
ter the minority, without enforcing
them enough to enrage the majority.
But Dr. Parkhurst isnot yet flattered.

Several bankers of Colorado
Springs petitioned the governor
of Colorado toinclude in a call for an
extra session of the legislature, as one
of its purposes, the repeal of the Buck-
lin constitutional amendment resolu-
tion now pending before the people.
They state their belief that this
amendment, if adopted, would be det-
rimental to the interests of the state.
That is suggestive of much, as Carlyle
might havesaid. The Bucklin billis
aresolution for the amendment of the
constitution so as to allow the people
of any county to adopt the popular
Australasian method of taxing land
values if they want to. It was passed
by a clear two-thirde vote of each
house of the legislature. It is now
under discussion before the people of
the state, who are to vote on it next
fall. Iftheyadoptit,nochangeinthe
fiscal system of the state or of any
county would thereupon ensue. Nor
could any change be brought about
without elections petitioned for by
tax payers, and after a popular vote
in favor of the change; nor even then
except in the county voting. Yet
these bankers want the legislature to
repeal the resolution so as to cut off
a popular vote upon the emendment.
It is not difficult to understand that
proposition. Lobbies can influence
legislatures, whereas the public can-
not be approached in that way, and
the bankers are evidently disposed to
rely upon a lobby. Something else
is not hard to guess, which is that
the petitioning bankers are more
deeply interested in real estate specu-
lation than they are in legitimate
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banking. The governor has not dis-
tinctly complied with their request.
but his call for the special session is
ambiguous enough in this respect to
make room for a question, and a bank-
er’s lobby may try to take advantage
of it.

In his inaugural address Gov.
Cummins, of Iowa, disclosed a pur-
pose and a grasp of political possibili-
ties, which cannot be reassuring to the
present occupantof the White House,
who has taken into his cabinet an
Towa statesman whom Gov. Cummins
“turned down” at the Republican
convention last fall. It is evident
both that Gov. Cummins hes his eye
on the Republican presidential nom-
ination, and that this is game which
he knows how to go gunningfor. He
has turned his attention to the ques-
tion of trusts and the tariff. Much
of what he says could be riddled full
of holes, but not by anyone who is
likely to loom up for the Republican
presidential nomination. Econom-
ically it is pretty thin stuff, despite
several sound but somewhat incon-
gruous generalizations; but political-
ly it is far and away ahead of any-
thing that any Republican aspirant
for national honors has yet put forth.
A confusing hotch-potch of sense
and nonsense, of competitive individ-
ualism and paternal state socialism, of
dependence and independence, of
equality and classinterests, the ingre-
dients seem, nevertheless, to be pretty
well chosen and very judiciously
mixed for the purpose of making
the mess agreeable to the Republican
palate.

It is difficult to realize the strides
that Mayor Johnson has made within
12 months in injecting democracy
into the Democratic party of Ohio,
and bringing the party tolife. Itwas
a mere spoils-hunting machine, abso-
lutely under the control of John R.
McLean, when Johnson loomed above
the political horizon, and now it has
been rescued altogether from Me-
Lean’s clutches. In the recent reor-
ganization of the state committee all
his henchmen were side-tracked,

and he is no longer capable of
doing any more harm than can
be done in cunning ways by the
Cincinnati Enquirer, which he
owns. Meanwhile, the street rail-
road agitation, with which John-
son began the Democratic fight
against the monopoly corporationsin
Ohio, has taken a peculiar turn. On
the one hand the three-cent fare prop-
osition, on which Johnson waselected
mayor, is being pushed. The ecity
council of Cleveland has authorized
bids in accordance with it, to be re-
ceived on the 10th of February, and
of at least one such bid Johnson de-
clares thatheis assured. On theother
hand his municipal ownership propo-
sition, petitioned for by the Cleve-
land council, is before the legislature.
These two propositions, both of them
promoted by Johnson,havethrownthe
opposition into the utmost confusion.
They don’t understand Johnson’s
play. Some of his adversaries, in-
cluding the representatives of rail-
road interests, are yielding to the
three-cent fare proposition to head oft
municipal ownership. Buteven these
are in doubt. Johnson has played
such an absolutely open game that it
seems to them to be a densely myste-
rious and bewilderingly confusing
game. They are more confounded by
it than they could be by any amount
of concealment, for they are expect-
ing the unexpected to stun them at
any moment. Nor are they wholly
oblivious to the fact that Johnson’s
double-head street car movement is
only a prelude to radical taxation
measures for which it is preparing
the legislative mind, and which the
pro-monopoly people dreaded more
than any other weapons in Johnson’s
apparently exhaustless collection.

What may prove to be an impor-
tant political movement in Kansas is
to begin at Topeka on the 21st of Feb-
ruary. A delegate conference of the
People’s party of the state is to be
held there at that time for the pur-
pose of deciding a question of vital
importance. It is tolay out a course
for the party to pursue in the di-
lemma in which it has been

placed with reference to coop-

erative action with the Democratic

party, by the enactment last winter

of an obstructive election law by the

Republican legislature. This law is

intended to prevent temporary fu-

sions of two or more political parties.

Under it political parties cannot act
together as separate organizations un-

der distinctive names. Similar laws
exist in other states, enacted through
the influence of political rings in or-
der to protect themselves by prevent-
ing combined action by two or more
parties against the party in power.
Three courses appear to be open to
the Kansas conference. It can decide
to advise the People’s party to go en
masse into the Democratic party; or
tomake no nominations this year, but,
populists being nominated by the
Democrats, to make the campaign un-
der the Democratic banner and name;
or to nominate a complete People’s
ticket and “go it alone” as a third
party. Since the Democratic party
of the state is part of anational party,
completely organized and with a large
following throughout the country,
there is paturally no expectation of
inducing it to abandon its name and
go into the People’s party. The third
possible course, the “go-it-alone” pol-
icy, is wisely not favored. The plan
of supporting the Democratic party
upon its nominating some populists
asitscandidates is more popular. But
clearly the best plan would be the first.
If the populists of Kansas go en masse
into the Democratic party of Kansas
they can impregnate its somewhat
withered tissues with Democratic vi-
tality, can soon control its organiza-
tion, and what is of mostimportance,
can exert a powerful and beneficial in-
fluence upon the policy of the national
Democracy and the selection of its
national candidates. Itistobehoped
that the Kansas conference will have
the political acumen and the moral
courage to advise this course.

Johnstown, Pennsylvania, furnishes
an example of what an able Demo-
cratic paper can do if its Democracy
is more than a label —if it is
truly and aggressively democratic.
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The paper to which we allude is the
Johnstown Democrat, edited by War-
ren Worth Bailey. Itsinfluence was
felt and appreciated by the Demo-
cratic party of Cambria county last
fall, which responded to its teachings
with a good ticket on a radical plat-
form, and in that Republican county
won the election. The influence of
this paper, excellent as well for its
news service as for its sound demo-
racy and editorial ability, is again to
be observed in the platform which
the Democrats of Johnstown adopted
on the 17th upon nominating a ticket
for the municipal election in Febru-
ary. After congratulating Mayor
Woodruff for “calling public atten-
tion to the folly and injustice of per-
mitting franchise corporations to es-
cape the burdens of taxation for local
purposes” this admirable platform
pledges the Democratic candidates
“to the support of the principle of
the equal taxation of all property sub-
ject to taxation, especially denoune-
ing “the taxation of homesand indus-
try hiigher than unimproved property
held out of use for speculative pur-
poses,” and declaring “there should
be no fines upon industry or upon the
building of homes.” It pledgesthem
further “to the advancement. of the
prineiple that franchises are to be con-
sidered as real estate values and taxed,
for local purposes as such,” at the
same time denouncing “the granting
of free franchises for any period long
or short,” and declaring that “no
franchise should be granted for a
period longer than 21 years.” In
pledging them also “to the principle
of local option in taxation,” the plat-
form proclaims the belief of the Dem-
ocrats of Johnstown that “each com-
munity should be permitted to raise
its revenues in its own way.” And it
concludes with a general declaration
_for “equal rights to all and special
privileges to none,” pledging the lo-
cal Democracy “to do all in its power
to promote good government along
the lines of equal freedom.” If the
Democratic party everywheregaveout
so true a ring, there would be comfort
in suffering repeated defeats under its

banners, but there would be few de-
feats to suffer.

Whether or not Verestchagin’s
paintings, now on exhibition in Chi-
cago,are works of art according to con-
ventional art standards, ie of second-
ary concern to spectators capable of
appreciating the tremendous truths
they reveal. To look upon the
Napoleonic and Philippine war
pictures is to get a glimpse of
hell, and that is an experience

which is sometimes wholesome for
the conscience. Take, for in-

stance, the hospital episode, told in
a series of five pictures, which appear,
by the catalogue to be only the sad
story of an Americansergeant, wound-
ed by a Filipino bullet, who dies while
dictating a letter to his nurse for his
mother over the wide Pacific. To see
these pictures is to stand in the pres-
ence of abnormal and grewsome
death, and to feel the horror of waras
an unspeakable reality. Yet these pic-
tures alone might awaken only emo-
tions of pity for the dying soldier
and sympathy for the bereaved. Even
a thrill of patriotic gratitude for the
sacrifice is possible. But when after
this the eye reste upon the “Spy,” an
intelligent Filipino youth, captured
and bound, in the custody of Ameri-
can soldiers and awaiting the judg-
ment of unsympathetic American of-
ficers in whose presence he stands—
they in his country thousande of miles
from their homes and he in his own
country which they have invaded—
different emotions are awakened.
Then the hospital episode becomes
more harrowing than a death scene.
It can by no possibility appeal any
longer to the patriotic sense, for it
means that the American soldier has
passed through the agonies of violent
and untimely death not for a cause,
not for his country, but for the wan-
ton subjugation of a distant people.
Visions of the execution of Capt.
Hale as a spy by the British, spring
up in the American imagina-
tion; and the Verestchagin series
on the Napoleonic invasion of Russia
becomes luminous with new mean-
ing. To gratify the same lust of con-

quest for which the French suffered
and died in Russia, Americans are
suffering and dying in the Philip-
pines. That is at least one lesson of
these pictures.

THE TRUST AND THE SINGLE TAX.*

The evil of the trust depends not
upon the mere fact of a consolidation
of business interests, but upon the
nature of the business interests con-
solidated.

An illustration may be found in the
hack service at any country railway
station. I select a particular one for
the sake of being definite. Hacketts-
town is a New Jersey statior on the
Delaware, Lackawanna & Western
railway, where the station vyard is
large enough to accommodate many
more hacks than are needed. Several
hacks carry passengers between this
station yard and any desired place in
the town at the uniform charge of
adime. Weremore exacted, competi-
tion would be stimulated. Realizing
this possibility, the hack owners con-
form voluntarily to what is generally
regarded as a fair toll. The business,
therefore, is regulated by competition
—if not actual, yet poteniial.

Consolidation of these interests
might effect economies. If so, the
consolidation would be beneficial to
all concerned. Patrons would get bet-
ter service and pay lower fares; and
if displaced employes were hurt by it,
their misfortune would be due, not to
the labor-saving consolidation of
Hackettstown hack intereste, but, as
is the case withlabor-saving machines,
to fundamental legal obstructions to
business in general. The consolida-
tion would be nothing but a union of
interests in hacks and horses, a kind
of property that istoo easily produced
in abundant quantities to be monop-
olized. Such unions are not in them-
selves harmful. Ifthey were,all econ-
omizing devices would be harmful,
and we should have to adopt Tolstoy’s
conceit and return to primitive meth-
ods of production.

But note the effect were the rail-
road company to confer upon those
hack owners exclusive rights to enter
the station yard with hacks. As the

*By Louls F. Post. Reprinted from a
symposium in The Arena, New York, for
October, 1901, by speclal permission.
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station building is so situated with
reference to the public highway that
competing hackmen could not satisfy
the needs of passengers without ac-
cess to the yard, the privileged hack-
owners would control the business
‘as & monopoly. Though they still
competed with one another, outsiders
could not compete with them. What
if they consolidate now? How rad-
ical the difference! The consolidated
intereets would be more than interests
in hacks and horses. They would now
comprise exclusive rights of entry into
the station yard. And therein would
lie the power of this local hack trust.
Freed from all fear of competition, it
could make a standard of service to
suit itself, and regulate fares upon the
basis of extorting “all that the traffic
would bear.” .

This illustration is so far typiecal of
business in general as to indicate the
point at which the evil of the trust
comes in to bedevil modern industry.
That point is not where competitive
businesses combine: it is where com-
peting monopolies come into the com-
bination.

Several examples of the weakness
of trusts that do not possess privileges
might be cited. A recent one of im-
portance was the dissolution of the
wall paper trust. That organization
had been triumphantly pointed to as
a striking instance of powerful trusts
without a monopoly basis. But it
was forced to dissolve by the pressure
of competition. When really power-
ful trusts are analyzed, their power
is found to rest in some form of mo-
nopoly—in some species of privilege.
Somewhere in every evil trust, though
not always obvious, there is a consoli-
dation of exclusive interests analo-
gous to the station yard monopoly of
our illustration. Mr. Charles Schwab

recognized this when in his testimony.

recently before the industrial commis-
sion he affirmed that the billion dol-
lar steel trust, of which he is man-
ager, absolutely controls 80 per cent.
of the iron ore deposits of this coun-

try.

Specifically, these monopoly inter-
ests are numerous and various. They
consist of such monopolies as railroad
rights of way, of pipe-line rights of
way, of patented inventions, of water

privileges, of street franchises, of min-
ing rights, of terminal sites, and so
on into a long catalogue. But most
of them may be properly classified as
monopolies of land. Mining rights
are plainly land rights. Railroad and
pipe-line rights of way, terminal sites,
and the like, are essentially so. It
is not necessary, however, to trace to
land monopoly every pecial privilege
that may not obviously ¢pring from
that source. The important consider-
ation is that all monopolies which do
not spring from, are necessarily sub-
ordinate to, monopolies of land.

A monopoly of iron mines, for in-
stance, confers comtrol over the iron
industry in all its ramifications. That
control may be limited by a monopoly
of rights of way, and especially of nec-
essary terminal points for the ship-
ment or delivery of productsoftheiron
industry. But this makes no differ-
ence to the argument, for both mo-
nopolies are monopolies of land.
And, if these two land monopolies be
united in one trust, that trust is un-
conquerable, except by a trust that
monopolizes still moreimportant rat-
ural sources of supply or still more
commanding terminal sites.

In yet another, a more subtle and
therefore more effective way, evil
trusts are fostered by land monopoly.
This is through generalspeculation in
land. In the hope of profiting by in-
erease in land prices, every one who
can afford to invest buys land where
he thinks it may become more valu-
able. Most of the land so bought is

either not used at all or only partly’

used. It cannot be easily obtained for
use, because it is held upon specula-
tion at excessive prices. In conse-
quence of this difficulty, the industrial
classes are forced like cattle into a
corral, for all the procesges of indus-
try depend upon land. Workers of al]
grades are huddled together, begging
for some kind of job. Those that are
notactually in the corral are in mortal
fear of getting into it. In these cir-
cumstances, the industrial classes are
an easy prey to whoever has a job to
give them. To escape the corral,
they accept any terms they can get.
They cannot contract in freedom, for
they must buy a chance to live. The

question with them is not one of more

or less income, but of life or death.
Thus the monopoly power that trusts

acquire from ownership of land is
multiplied by the relative weaknessof
their landless victims. “The destruc-
tion of the poor is their poverty.”
And their poverty, as well as the orig-
inal power of the trusts, is rooted in,
springs from, and is strengthened by
land monopoly. The abolition of land
monopoly, therefore, is the only rad-
ical remedy for the evil of the trust.

Now, land monopoly would be abol-
ished by the single tax. It wouldbe .
abolished by it in the only way in
which land monopoly can be abol-
ished, without reviving it in new
forms by turning thestate into a mon-
ster landlord of unlimited and virtual-
ly irresponsible power. While abol-
ishing the monopoly of land, the
single tax would preserve pri-
vate possession under individual oc-
cupancy. To make this adjustment,
it would take for public or common "
funds the annual ground rent of val-
uable land, securing peaceable private
tenure in return, and would leavenon-
valuable land freely accessible to in-
dividuals to occupy such parts of it
as they might wish, without let or hin-
drance, and iree of all obligation to
pay for the possession so long as their
holdings would yield no ground rent
in the open market. If thisprineiple,
the principle of the single tax, were
fully applied, land monopoly would
evidently be impossible.

Different cases might require dif-
ferent modes of applying the princi-
ple. With referenceto transportation
when right of way and mode of opere-
tion were inseparable, and even with
reference to some kinds of mines, as
gold or silver mines, it may be neces-
sary, in order to destroy land monop-
oly as to them, to place them directly
under public management. Where
that is true, I should advocate special
modes of applying the single tax prin-
ciple. But in my judgment little more
would be found necessary, in actual
experience, than the fiscal method of
application proposed by  Henry
George, which, like the single tax
principle, is also known as the “single
tax.” At all events this method would
be effectual in most cases and in the
most vital elements of the problem.

Pursuant to that fiscal method, all
present taxes except one would be
abolished. We should retain mone
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but the tax now known as the real
estate tax, and only so much of that
as rests upon the value of sites. Taxes
upon improvements would be abol-
ished, along with all other taxes upon
industry. As aresult of these exemp-
tions, site value taxes would neces-
sarily rise. They could not exceed
the full value of sites, but they would
rise to that point.

We should find, therefore, when
this simple fiscal reform was com-
plete, that no one could hold any
kind of land out of use without suf-
fering serious and continual loss.
Land would have to be used, and be
well used, or be abandoned. There
would be no profit in mere ownership.
That goal being reached — indeed,
long before it had been fully reached
—trade having meanwhile been freed
by the abolition of all commercial and
industrial taxes, the evil of the trust
would be exorcised. With theannual
value of special landed advantages ap-
plied to common use and no longer
retaimed by private owners, with taxes
on industry thus made unnecessary,
and consequently abolished, with un-
used land everywhere freely acces-
sible and the barriers of the in-
dustrial corral thus broken down,
with demand for productive work
thereby made to exceed supply and
through the free interplay of all the
natural forces of consumption and
production perpetually to maintain
that excess—with these demonstrable
effects of the siggle tax realized, there
would be no more possibility of mo-
nopolizing business with paper agree-
ments than of holding back the wafers
of Niagara with a paper dam.

NEWS

Whether the unverified reports of
victories by the insurgent Liberals of
Colombia, noted at page 633, were
true or not, it is now certain that a
sharg1 naval engagement has been
fought in the harbor of Panama, the
Pacific terminus of the Panama
canal route, in which the government
suffered serious loes and probably sig-
nal defeat. The engagement began
early in the morning of the 19th with
an attack by the insurgent steamer
Padilla upon the government steam-
er Lautaro, the latter being a Chilian

vessel which the Colombian govern-
ment had seized for defensive pur-
poses, in the face of a vigorous pro-
test by Chili. The total number of
vessels engaged was six—three on
each side. Particulars of the battle
and its result are meager, but it ap-
pears to have lasted several hours.
The Lautaro and oneinsurgent vessel
were sunk, and Gen. Alban, the gov-
ernor of Panama was killed. His
death is regarded as a greatlosstothe
government cause. At last reports
the government troops were throwing
up intrenchments at Panama to de-
fend an expected land attack by the
insurgents upon the city, a body of
insurgents being at Los Llanos, eight
miles away. T%xe American -govern-
ment has assured the representative
at Washington of the Colombian gov-
ernment that no bombardment either
of Colon or Colombia will be permit-
ted; and that if a bombardment is at-
tempted American war vessels will in-
terfere for the protection of American
interestsin connection with the Pana-
ma railway.

Those interests have grown in im-
portance since the passage by the
lower house of congress, reported last
week, of the Nicaragua canal bill;
for a distinet turn in favor of the
Panama route has now developed.
This was caused by a supplementary
report of the Isthmian Canal Com-
mission, submitted to President
Roosevelt on the 16th and by him
transmitted to the Senate without
recommendation on the 20th. Inthis
supplementary report, the canal com-
mission, composed of Admiral
Walker, ex-Senator Pasco, George S.
Morrison, Lieut. Col. Ernst, Alfred
Noble, Col. Peter C. Hains, William
H. Burr, Prof. Emory R. Johneon
and Lewis Haupt, unanimously rec-
ommends the adoption of the Panama
in preference to the Nicaragua route.
In the original report the Nicaragua
route was favore(£ The reason for
the change was the subsequent offer
by the owners of the Panama conces-
ston of all their rights for $40,000,-
000. They had previously demanded
$109,000,000, and it was because the
commission regarded this price ex-
cessive that it then reported against
Panama. The controlling reason for
that report having now been removed,
its supplementary report reverses the
original recommendation and advises
the purchase and completion of the
Panama eanal. According to that
report the purchase recommended
would include the right of way; 30,-

000 acres of land, which, with the
lands belonging to the railroad com-
prise nearly all the territory required
for the canal; 2,431 furnished build-
ings; a large equipment of construc-
tion machinery and boats; 36,689,965
cubic yards of excavation, worth $21,-
020,386; all the 70,000 shares of the
Panama railroad, except 1,100 which
are held by different individuals; and
a variety of minor assets, including
$438,569 in cash. Against the assets
are liabilities hardly aggregating $3,-
000,000. The estimated cost of con-
struction is $46,563,704 less than the
Nicaragua canal would cost.

Another important measurein con-
gress which passed through the lower
house swiftly has met .with a sharp
turn in the Senate. Itisthe Philip-
pine tariff bill. As reported at page
568, this bill, as rushed through the
lower house on the 18th of December.
(p. 583), provided for the application
of the tariff schedules of the Philip-
pine Commission to imports into the
Philippines, and of the full Dingley
schedules to exports from the Philip-
pines tothe United States. But when
the bill came up to the Senate it was
referred to the committee on the Phil-
ippines, the Republican members of
which agreed on the 16th to amend it.
by providing that only 75 per cent.
of the Dingley tariff be imposed upon.
Philippine exports to the TUnited
States, and that any export duty im-
posed in the Philippings upon goods
coming into the United States shall
be deducted from the American im-
port duty. In this form the bill was
reported back to the Senate, and on
the 21st the debate upon it began,
Senator Rawlins leading on the Dem-
ocratic side. He proposed to relin-
quish the islands to their own people
in the end, and while holding them
to give them the benefit of free trade
with the United States.

The actual condition of affairs in
the Philippines is favorably described
by Gov. Taft, who arrived at San
Francisco onthe 21st. Regardingthe
necessity formaintaining a large mili-
tary force in the islandeie said:

I have with me the report of Capt.
Allen, of the head of the comstabu-
lary, in which he says that, in his
judgment, in one year from the date
of the report, which is December 15,
1901, the force of American troops
might safely be reduced to 15,000
men, that force to be stationed in
garrisons at convenient points in the
islands. The troops would be used
only for a show of authority, and in
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case of emergency, which Capt. Allen
thinks will be rare. The actual po-
licing and guarding of life and prop-
erty and the operations against the
ladrones and other criminals would
be conducted entirely by the constab-
ulary. Capt. Allen has had a large
experience with the natives, and I
think understands them better, is in
closer touch with the pulse of the
people, than any man we have. I
wish the press would correct the im-
pression that there is war on all the
islands. The insurrection is confined
to two localities—the province of Ba-
tangas and the island of Samar. This
morning I received a most encourag-
ing cable from Gen. Wright, who is
the acting governor in my absence.
He said that owing to Gen. Bell’s
strong repressive measures the
trouble in Batangas was being quiet-
ed. I don’t think Gen. Bell will have
need to adopt the reconcentrado prin-
ciple in Batangas.

On the latter point Gov. Taft ap-
ars to be in error. Two weeks be-
ore the governor left Manila, Gen.
Bell had adopted “the reconcentrado
grinciple in Batangas.” His order
ated December 8, and made public
at Washington January 20, through
the Associated Press, provides, in
substance, as the Associated Press de-
scribes it—
for the establishment of a zone
around the garrisons, into which the
friendly inhabitants are to be re-
quired to come under penalty of con-
fiscation and destruction of their
property. THs is said to be neces-

sary to prevent the collection of
forced contributions from the in-
habitants by the insurgents. This

order is followed by a long circular
by Gen. Bell to his station command-
ers, commenting on existing condi-
tions and giving them advice how to
proceed. It begins with the state-
ment that he shares in the general
conviction that the insurrection con-
tinues because the greater part of
the people, especially the wealthier
ones, do not really want peace. He
says it is regrettable that the inno-
cent must suffer with the guilty, but
the greatest good to the greatest
number can be best brought about by
putting a prompt end to the insur-
rection. A special injunction is laid
on the commanders to hunt down
through loyal spies secret sympa-
thizers with and contributors to the
rebellion, many of whom will be
found among municipal officers.

Gov. Taft appears to be mistaken
also when he asserts that “the insur-
rection is confined to two localities—
the province of Batangas and the
Island of Samar.” For Gen. Chaf-

fee, in his annual report, made public
on the 19th at Washington, is report-
ed by the Associated Press to have
summed up the situation from the
military point of view by saying
that—

the provinces of Batangas and La-
guna, in southern Luzon, and the is-
lands of Samar, Mindoro and Cebu
constitute the disturbed area- in
which bodies of insurgents in force
are to be found.

Even that does not appear to comprise
the whole field of native resistance
to American sovereignty, Gen. Wade
having cabled from Cebu on the 19th,
so say the Washington dispatches of
the Associated Press, that—

365 insurgents surrendered on the is-
land of Bohol last Friday.

One of the reported incidents of
the war is the capture of a Filipino
woman general, Aqueda Kahabagan,
who has been fighting the Americans
for two years, as prior to their ar-
rival she fought the Spanish.  An-
other Filipino leader, Briocio Laque,
is reported to havesurrendered in Ba-
tangas. In that province, Gen. Bell,
with 2,000 men, is pursuing Gen.
Malvar. During the week ending on.
the 19th, be was reported to have
captured and destroyed 20 tons of Fil-
ipino supplies, captured 70 rifles,
wounded 30 Filipinos and killed 100,
with a loss to his own force of five
wounded and two killed.

From the field of the British war
against the.Boers in South Africathe
only news of moment relates to the
execution by the British of a prisoner
of war, Commandant Scheepers.
Wounded in a battle last October and
unable to retreat, he was captured.
Charges before a British court-martial
were then preferred against him, the
accusations being various and com-
prehensive. He was accused of hav-
ing, while commanding Boer troopsin
the .field, committed seven murders;
of whipping natives; of looting and
burning government huildings;and of
maltreating prisoners. In his own
defense Scheepers testified on the
28th of December that the homicide
charges were totally unfounded, ex-
cept in one instance, when he ordered
the execution of a native spy who had
been tried and convicted; that he had
whipped natives convicted of acting
as Britishspies; that his destruction of
government buildings was in reprisal
under the orders of Gen. De Wet;that
he had always fed and treated his pris-
oners a8 well as he was able; and that

in every respect he had acted under
the orders of his military superiors.
Nevertheless he was convicted by the
British court-martial and sentenced
to death. The findings were ap-
proved by Lord Kitchener, and on
t}ﬁe 18th Commandant Scheepers was
shot.

Similar charges have been made
against Commandant Kritzinger, one
of the most successful of the Boer
guerrilla leaders, who was captured
about a month ago. With reference
to him, however, a dispatch has
leaked out by way of Durban, Natal,
to the effect that Gen. Louis Botha
has notified Lord Kitchener that if
the British execute Kritzinger, five
British officers now held by him as
prisoners of war will be shot in re-
taliation.

Opinion in England is ineistent
that the war is about to close, a belief
prevailing that negotiations for peace
have been opened by leading Boers
with the British government. Cir-
cumstantial rumors to the same effect
are prevalent on the continent. But
Boer representatives at The Hague
deny all these rumors, denouncmg
them as stories fabricated by British
agents with a view to British publica-
tion. They say that no negotiations
are in progress.

On the 18th Dr. Krauce, former
governor of Johannesburg, charged
with treason for inciting Cornelius
Broecksman to kill a member of
Lord Roberts’s staff, was con-
victed of “attempting to persuade”
Broecksman to commgt the crime,
charges of the higher grades of crime
béing withdrawn. He was sentenced
to two years’ imprisonment. In the
course of the trial the British censor
at Johannesburg, a witness in the case,
let out the fact that the British post
office officials at Johannesburg were
in the habit of sending to the censor
all letters addressed to the American
consul. Being asked by the lord chief
justice if such letters were subject
to censorship he declined to reply and
his right to refuse was sustained.

Parliament assembled on the 16th.
It was formally opened by the kingin
person, attended by the queen consort.
King Edward read the speech from
the throne,in which he referred to the
tour of the world by the prince and
princess of Wales; spoke of his friend-
ship with other powers, and-expressed
his regret that “the war in South
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Africa is not yet concluded.” In the
latter conection he said:

The course of operations has been
favorable to our arms and the area
of war largely reduced. Industries
are being resumed in my new col-
onies. Despite the tedious character
of the campaign my soldiers have
throughout displayed cheerfulness in
the endurance of the hardships inci-
dent to guerrilla warfare and human-
ity even to their own detriment in
their treatment of the enemy, which
is deserving of the highest praise.
The necessity of relieving.those who
have most felt the strain of the war
has afforded me the opportunity of
again availing myself of offers from
my colonies. Further contingents
will shortly reach South Africa from
Canada, Australia and New Zealand.

Hehoped'that “the international con-
ference on sugar bounties may lead to
the abandonment of a systém by
which my sugar producing colonies
have been unfairly weighted;” told of
the interoceanic canal treaty with the
United States, and of an arbitration
treaty with Brazil on the Guiana-Bra-
zil boundary; noted the slight rainfall
in India and the consequent necessity
for a continuance, though less exten-
sive than last year, of famine relief
measures; referred to the change of
rule in Afghanistan and of the new
ruler’s cordial relations with Brit-
ish India; and concluded with a par-
liamentary programme advising ed-
ucational bills, a water supply for
London and land purchases in Ire-
land.

In the Commons the Conservative
reply to the speech from the throne
was met by a proposed amendment of-
fered by Frederick Cawley, Liberal.
It asserted that while the House of
Commons was prepared to support
all proper measures for the effective
prosecution of the South African
war, it was of the opinion that the
course pursued by the ministers and
their attitude toward a settlement had
not conduced to the rapid termination
of hostilitiesand a durable peace. The
amendment was rejected on the 21st
by 333 to 123. Campbell-Banner-
man, the Liberal leader, and Har-
court and Morley voted for it, as also
did a few Imperialist-Liberals; but
all the Irish and the Radical mnem-
bers refused to vote at all because the
amendment, while it satisfied them
by condemning the ministry, re-
pelled them by its pledge of support
to a prosecution of the war.

The Boer question came before the
French Chamber of Deputies on the

20th. It was brought tothe attention
of the Chamber by various inter-
pellations. M. Berry, Conserva-
tive, declared that Great Britain had
excluded the Transvaal from The
Hague conference because she was
then intent upon forcing a warthere;
and, contending that-certain articles
of the peace convention authorize the
powers to intervene if they wish
to do 50, he urged the French gov-
ernment to bring about intervention.
“M. Delcasse, the minister for foreign
affairs, replying to the interpellations,
said that France was willing to invoke
arbitration when certain that the of-
fer would be accepted, but that noth-
ing had happened during the Trans-
vaal war to indicate that an offer of
mediation would be favorably re-
ceived. Ifsuch an offer were rejected,
he continued,—

it would be necessary to impose media-
tion, which .would make war inevitable.
We are therefore obliged to refrain,
whatever may be the sympathies all
here profess for that courageous peo-
ple. Intervention on the part of France
would only result in entangling her
foreign policy, and it is the duty of
the government to retain the entire
liberty of that policy.

This position was unanimously ap-
proved by the Chamber.

An explanation of an historical
event connected with the American
war with Spain, and until now undis-
closed, has been brought out in the
British parliament and through the
British foreign office. It relates to
the attitude of the European powers
toward the United States at that time,
and was evidently called out for some
ulterior purpose, for the disclosure
was made aproposof nothing. Henry
Norman, the newspaper correspond-
ent and a Liberal member of parlia-
ment, formally asked the ministry
whether any communication, propos-
ingorconcerningjoint or collective ac-
tion by the European states, in view
of the outbreak or expected outbreak
of the war between the United States
and Spain, was received from the
Austrian or any other government,
and, if so, what was the nature of the
reply of the British government.
Promptly in response to this interpel-
lation, Lord Cranborne, under secre-
tary for foreign affairs, stated in the
Commons on the 20th, as reported by
the Associated Press, that—

no such communication had been
made to the government after the
outbreak of the war, but that imme-

diately before the war communica-

tions were received from other pow-
ers suggesting the presentation of a
joint note to the president of the
United States. Her majesty’s govern-
ment agreed to join with the other
powers in a note expressing the hope
that the mnegotiations of her ma-
jesty might lead to a peaceful set-
tlement, accompanied by guarantees
acceptable to the United States for
the preservation of order in Cuba.
The government first took steps to
ascertain whether the presentation
of the note, as well as its terms,
would be acceptable to the president.
Her majesty’s government, Lord
Cranborne continued, declined to as-
sociate itself with other subsequent
proposals which seemed open to the
objection of putting pressure on the

‘government of the United States and

offering an opinion on its action.
The under secretary concluded with
saying he was unable to lay the pa-
pers in the case on the table.

Later the Associated Press corre-
spondent elicited from the British
foreign office the information that—

Great Britain had been twice formal-
ly approached on this matter, but only
once after the commencement of hos-
tilities between Spain and the United
States. The occasion upon
which Great Britain deliberately
put down her foot was, accord-
ing to the foreign office, when the
Austrian ambassador at London in-
terviewed Lord Salisbury and asked
him if Great Britain would be
willing to join in a collective note
from the European powers urging the
United States to desist from war with
Spain. Such a note was not to threat-
en reprisals or intervention, but was
to be in themature of a strong protest
and a plea for arbitration. Lord Salis-
bury regarded this proposition as un-
warrantable interference in the affairs
of a friendly country, and frankly said
80, declaring that Great Britain would
not be a party to any such step, espe-
cially in view of the late President Mc-
Kinley’s attitude tpward the ante-
bellum efforts of European powers to
avert war. The foreign office heard
nothing more on this subject, the mat-
ter of a collective note apparently be-
ing dropped.

A more definite explanation is re-
ported by the Associated Press as
coming from a high official of the Brit-
ish foreign war office, whose name is
withheld. He said:

Wehave no documentary evidence to
prove that any power other than the
one which formally approached us
was concerned in this effort to send
a collective note to the United States,
the purport of which, however polite
the wording, must naturally have
been that of a threat. We
had at the time, however, every rea-
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son to believe that this power was
merely put forward as a sort of buf-
fer in order to sound us, and that
France, Germany and Russia were
‘behind her, and only awaiting our as-
sent formally to announce their own.
We have never had reason to change
that belief, which, in the case of
France, amounts to moral certainty.

This episode has evoked a denial
from the German foreign office of any
})articipation by Germany in the al-

eged coalition. Itsstatement, made
on the 21st, is as follows:

The foreign office declares, with all
positiveness, that Germany, neither
before the outbreak of the Spanish-
American war nor during its course,
proposed intervention to other pow-
ers. Neither did Germany support
such a proposition made by other
powers. It is true that in several in-
stances suggestions were made to
the German government from an-
other source, in the sense of inter-
vention. But the German govern-
ment, without exception, maintained
a negative attitude toward such sug-
gestions, and made known its nega-
tive standpoint whenever occasion
offered. It must further be remarked
that it was not from an Austrian
source exactly that such suggestions
reached the German government.

The other powers implicated by the
anonymous high official at the Brit-
ish foreign office—France and Rus-
sia—have as yet made no response.
Austria, also, is silent. It should be
noted, however, that French foreign
officials were reported by the Asso-
ciated Press dispatches of the 22d
from Paris as declaring that France
took no part in the proposal for joint
action against the United States pre-
vious to the latter’s declaration of
war, and that the plans for joint ac-
tion were thwarted by the czar, and
that Germany encouraged Spain to
resist.

NEWS NOTES.

—Gov. Cummins of Iowa was in-
augurated at Des Moines on the 16th.

—The annual convention of United
- Mine Workers met at Indianapolis

on the 20th.

—An earthquake in Mexico on the
17th ruined many large buildings and
killed over 300 persons.

—Prof. Edmund J. James, of the
University of Chicago, has been select-
ed for president of Northwestern uni-
versity.

—On the 22d William B. Allison,
for the long term, and Jonathan P.
Dolliver, for the short term, were
elected to the United States senate
by the legislature of Iowa. They

had been nominated (p. 649) in Repub-
lican caucus on the 14th.

—An indignation meeting, condemn-
ing the execution by the British of the
Boer officer, Commandant Scheepers,
was held at Willard hall, Chicago, on
the 22d.

—Ar imperial ukase orders that
all news matter entering or leaving
Finland pass through the hands of
the Russian censor in St. Petersburg.
Finland is thus effectually cut oft
from western Europe. .

—Alfred Cridge, associate editor of
the San Francisco Star, and well
known in California as a disciple of
Henry George and an advocate of the
initiative and referendum and pro-
portional representation, died on the
13th at the age of 77. He was one
of the framers of the San Francisco
charter.

—The statistics of exports and im-
ports of the United States for the 12
months ending December 31, 1901, as
given by the December treasury sheet,
are as follows (M. standing for mer-
chandise, G for gold and S for silver):

Exports. Imports. Balance.
M ...81,465,614,189 $880,405,846 $585,108,798 exp
G.... 57,72, 54,381,882 3,348,007 exp
S.... 56638001 31,142,949 24,495,962 exp

$1,578,882,929 $965,930,177 $612,952,752 exp
—The executive committee of the
Allied party, formed at Kansas City
last September (p. 376), has called a
national convention to meet at Louis-
ville April 2, 1902. Delegates are to
be selected on the basis of five at
large from each state or territory
and one for each 2,000 votes by any
third or reform party at any election
since 1890. Persons attending from
states failing to send delegates, will
be allowed “to represent their states
in proportional representation,” if
in harmony with the principles of the
party and opposed to both old politi-
cal parties.

PRESS OPINIONS.

THAT “COLLECTIVE NOTE.”

Chicago Record-Herald (Rep.), Jan. 22
—Explanations are now in order from
the continent, and no doubt they will be
given in hot haste and liberal measure.

Chicago Evening Post (Rep.), Jan. 21.—
We value England’'s good will as mani-
fested at that critical juncture, but it
is quite likely that we had two friends
among the nations, and that Russia was
the other.

Detroit Free Press (Ind.), Jan. 22.—If
this is all the so-called concert amounted
to, it cannot be said that the United States
are under obligations to any power for re-
fusing to Jjoin ft. To save us
from a polite request to submit our cause
to arbitration could hardly make us the
life-long debtor of anybody.

Chicago Tribune (Rep.), Jan. 22.—It
would be more gratifying to know that
Lord Cranborne was mistakan in his be-
llef—that the Austrian government stood
alone and that France, Germany and
Russila were no more willing to Jjoin
in a ‘collective note’’ after the war
had commenced than was Great Britain,
whose attitude when approached by Aus-

trla certainly was eminently considerate
and friendly.

Chicago Daily News (Neut.), Jan. 2.-
The nation which at the time of the
civil war had the foresight to appre-
clate the value of the republic’s frierd-
ship would not, presumably, be likely

to risk that friendship on the eve of a

war which could result in only one way.
Until further light is obtained it will
be reasonable to assume that Russia,
if it daid not decline to enter the con-
cert of European powers af least was
only a passive and tentative participant
therein.

Cleveland Leader (Rep.), Jan. 2.—The
statement of England’s position in the
House of Commons at this time is impor-
tant. Mr. Henry Norman, the Liberal
member who propounded the question that
called it forth, says that he had no other
motive than to ascertain the truth. Never-
theless it seems to be apparent that there
was method in the course. All Englishmen
must view with feelings of interest the
evidences of growing friendship between
the United States and Germany. Itisclear
that the kalser is trylng to atone for his
attitude of hostility during the war, and
England does not purpose permitting the
formatiobn of a German-American union
which shall crowd England out of the
radiance of Uncle S8am’s smile.

THE ISTHMIAN CANAL.

St. Paul Pioneer Press (Rep.), Jan. 20.—
Whatever may be the immediate effect of
the commission’s report in congress it will
make a profound impression on the coun-
try and it is safe to predict that it is a
death blow to the Nicaragua project.

Pittsburg Dispatch (Ind. Rep.), Jan. 2L—
There is reason to hope that a majority of
each House will see the wisdom of accept-
ing the report of the commission of ex-
perte which i now on record as unani-
mously indorsing the Panama waterway
as the best and most practicable.

Chicago Inter Ocean (Rep.), Jan. 18—
And what is this same combination doing
now? Simply seeking to bring about a
situation in which the American people
will be obliged to pin their hopes to the
Panama canal, ‘and thus be placed com-
pletely at the mercy of the Panama rail-
way company, which means the trans-
continental railways themselves.

Buffalo Courier (Dem.), Jan. 16.—Many
influential senaters, among them Mr.
Hanna, have expressed themselves in
favor of carefully considering the Pana-
ma route, which would indicate that the
great reduction in price made by the
Panama company has already had the
effect of radically changing the opinion
of many of the members of the upper
house.

Chicago Tribune (Rep.), Jan. 22.—Con-
gress is not bound by the findings of the
canal commission, but before committing
the country to the construction of an
Isthmian canal, costing in the neighbor-
hood of $200,000,000, it will surely give full
weight to the views of the commission
without disregarding any of the other
phases of the canal question which are of
real importance.

8pringfleld Republican (Mass. Ind.), Jan.
10.—The men in this country who are most
competent to make a definite and business-
like cholce as between Panama and Nica-
ragua are the members of the canal com-
mission, who have been studying the mat-
ter exhaustively for several years. Their
integrity is above suspicion and they are
not to be swayed by mere sentiment or the
desires of selfish interests.

Chicago Daily News (Neut.), Jan. 18—
The commission’s opinion, based upon ex-
haustive study of all the factors involved,
must be assumed to be the most authorita-
tive utterance yet made on the subject
Therefore it would be unwise for the sen-
ate to imitate the house and rush the Nica-
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ragua bill to passage. However, there is
more danger of long delay than of hasty
action, owing to railroad influences op-
posed to a canal.

Chicago Record-Herald (Rep.), Jan. 21.—
The people accepted the report of that
commission when it favored the Nicaragua
route because the French company asked
a prohibitive price for its property. Now
that the French company has come to the
terms named by the commission and the
commigsion has reversed its report and
declared unequivocally for the Panama
route, the American people acqulesce and
call for the immediate construction of the
canal by the most feasible and advan-
tageous route.

Bryan’s Commoner (Dem.), Jan. 17.—It
is true that the eleventh hour offer of
the Panama canal people may persuade
some to the notion that, ‘all things
considered,” the Panama route would be
the better one; but those who have no
particular reason aside from the ques-
tion of public interest for preferring one
Toute over the other,. will find it difcult
to escape the conclusion that, however
disinterested the offer of the Panama
people may be with respect to the pri-
mary question of the canal's prompt con-
struction, there are some interests that
would take advantage of this late-day
offer to delay the building of any canal
across the Isthmus.

“RECONCENTRATION"” IN THE PHIL-
IPPINES. -

Detroit Free Press (Ind.), Jan. 21.—
Weylerism is Weylerism, whether it
manifests itself in Cuba or in the Philip-
pilnes. If it was.a brutal, cowardly
policy for 8pain to adopt, it is a brutal,
cowardly policy for the United States to
adopt.

Boston Herald (Ind.), Jan. 21.—This
new order is . a new confession of
the fact that a large part of the natives
who have professed to be reconciled to
our government are not reconciled. . .
It puts an end to all statements that
the peeple desire our sovereignty.

Dubuque Telegraph-Herald (Dem.), Jan.
21.—The United States went to war with
Spain to abolish Weylerism in Cuba; yet
to subdue the liberty-and-independence-
loving Filipinos it is itself now dolng In
Batangas and elsewhere in the Philip-
pines what the brutal Spanish butcher
did in the Pearl of the Antilles.

Buffalo Courier (Dem.), Jan. 21.—A re-
port received by the war department
contains full' information of the harsh
policy, including the feature of concen-
tration camps, adopted by Gen. Bell for
the reduction of Batangas province in
Luzon. . Gen. Bell should be called
off. The American people are surely not
ready to accept responsibility for con-
centration camp horrors.

Milwaukee S8entinel (Rep.), Jan. 22.—
The ‘‘zones’” will not be ‘“‘camps” in the
Weyler or Kitchener sense, and there
will be no privations and hardships of
the kind connected by the hateful word
‘‘reconcentration.” . . . Since the peo-
ple of Batangas are not amenable to rea-
son and good treatment, a measure of
military severity will be resorted to
which will doubtless prove effective. But
Gen. Chaffee’'s character is a warrant
that there will be no Weylerism.

Baltimore American (Rep.), Jan. 21.—
With what astonishment do we read
that a general of our army in the far-
oft Philippines has actually aped Weyler
and Kitchener. . . . We have actual-
ly come to do the thing we went to
war to banish. Our good name is dear-
er than all the islands of the sea. In
the name of all that is best in our hu-
manity, civilization and patriotism, let
the government at Waushington erase

this stain before it becomes fixed and
inerasable.

Chicago Evening Post (Rep.), Jan. 22
—After reading that Gen. Bell had been
forced to the extreme of adopting re-
concentrado methods to suppress the in-
surgent Filipinos in the province of Ba-
tangas, and then to-day perusing Gov.
Taft's optimistic ‘no war’” report, the
American people cannot be blamed for
feeling a trifle puzzled. Nor is it sur-
prising that they should say in their
perplexity: “Let us have the truth
about conditions in the Philippines; let
congress undertake a thorough Iinvesti-
gation.”

PHILIPPINE INVESTIGATION.

Buffalo Enquirer (Ind.), Jan. 17.—There
has been altogether too much star cham-
ber business connected with the manage-
ment of our affairs in the Philippine is-
lands and the time has come when pub-
licity should be given to the Philippine
matters.

Springfield (Mass.) Republican Ind.),
Jan. 17.—The Mailne explodes, and our
government has an investigation going
in no time. This Philippine war, which
began about three years ago, has been
a great national calamity, having now
cost the United States some $300,000,000
and thousands of American lives, while
it has swept with fire and sword the land
of the Fllipino people, destroying their
towns and villages and sending to their
graves uncounted numbers of the na-
tive population. Why should not that,
too, be investigated, in order that the
full truth concerning the origin and the
conduct of it may be known?

PHILIPPINE TARIFF BILL.

Cleveland Plain Dealer (Dem.), Jan. 186.
—Until a bill of some sort becomes law
democratic free trade conditions will
exist.

City and State (Phila., Id.), Jan. 16.—
It Senator Hoar's resolution shall be
favorably acted upon, and if the senators
appointed in accordance with its provi-
sions thall perform their duties faithful-
ly and impartially, we shall have an of-
ficlal statement of the utmost importance.

Chicago Record-Herald (Rep.), Jan. 18.
—To claim the Philippines as property of
the United States and treat them as
we treat foreign countries in the matter
of the tariff is to advertise the forcible
character of the ownership and to of-
fend the national sense of what is right
and fitting.

Pittsburg Post (Dem.), Jan. 17.—8enator
Hoar does not propose that the inquiry
he moves for shall be on partisan lines,
but concedes that it should be oon-
trolled by those who favor the govern-
ment policy He would have it, how-
ever, composed of men of all shades of
political opinion, so that all the facts
could be brought out and theroughly
sifted. This should be the desire of all
intelligent men who wish to form an
independent judgment on the facts as
they can be ascertained.

MAYOR LOW’'S ADMINISTRATION.

New York Age (Af.-Am.),Jan. 16.—Mayor
Seth Low, the recipient of 25,000 Afro-
American votes in the Greater New York,
appointed all his chiefs without even con-
sulting any Afro-American. The Citisens’
Protective League asked him for an audi-
ence on the subject, but was dended it, we
are informed. Nearly every race element
in the Greater New York was considered
except ours.

Chicago Evening Post (Rep.), Jan. 20.
—The reform administration is not try-
ing to enforce the law in a rigid way,
but is acting upon a “liberal”’” or ‘ju-
dicious’” intarpretation of it. Had 15,000
Germans voted for Bhepard last fall, the

fusion ticket would have suffered defeat.
But for Mr. Low's definite promise to
overlook quiet violations of the Sunday
law, the German vote would have gone
to his rival.

Chicago Tribune (Rep.), Jan. 23.—If, as
80 many believe, the enforcement of the
law will glve again to New York city a
vicious, immoral, debassed, and debasing
administration, then no moral man will
ask for enforcement. Furthermore, one of
Mayor Low’s ante-election promises was
that he would not carry out a radlical,
puritanical Sunday observance policy.
This promise elected him, gaining for him,
as {t did, the votes of thousands of Ger-
mans. Were the mayor to break his prom-
ise he would occupy the position of a man
who got an office under false pretenses.

Woman's Journal (Interests of Wom-
en), Jan. 18.—Hon. Seth Low, who re-
fused as mayor of Brooklyn to appoint
any women on the board of education,
has refused again to appoint them now
that he s mayor of New York. Mr.
Low favors the appointment of some
women on the local and subordinate
boards, but does not approve of hav-
ing women on the general board. While
he is undoubtedly sincere in these views,
Mr. Low i{s out of harmony on this
point with the most enlightened friends
of education. It illustrates the fact that
a man who is opposed to equal suffrage
is almost always opposed to equal rights
for women in other flelds as well.

KANSAS POLITICS.

Newton (Kan.) Weekly Journal (Dem.),
Jan. 16.—The Democracy of Kansas has
shown no disposition to dictate, urge or
protest in the premises, but it holds out
the hand of generous welcome to all those
of whatever party affiHation. who will join
it against the common enemy—financial
combines, industrial trusts and legislative
oppression of the people.

Kansag Populist (Peo.), Jan. .—The
question that confronts the populists of
Kansas now is not one of abandoning their
principles, but simply as to the course by
which they can work most effectively for
the advancement of those principles. To
refuse to cooperate with the members of
another party if it stands ready to work
with us for those principles, would be ut-
ter folloy. To Insist on dividing the advo-
cates of the great reforms in government
to which we stand pledged, would be worse
than childish. What we want is to build
up a strong and homogenous organization
to stand for the new political thought
Kansas has done so much to bring to the
front during the past ten years.

THE SINGLE TAX.

Boston Herald Ind.),
should be prepared to .
tion limited to real estate, including
buildings, to public franchises, having,
however, a liberal succession tax to repre-
sent the commission paid to the state for
sanctioning this transfer of property.
From this basis the single taxers could ad-
vance yet further, if they could bring the
community to believe in reserving to itself
the unearned increment due to the en-
hanced value of land.

Boston Post (Dem.), Jan. 1l.—The re-
quest, which has been made to preceding
legislatures and will be renewed this year,
fs that municipalities shall be authorized
to raise the money for their local expenses
by such manner of taxation as they them-
selves prefer. If this authority is granted,
the single tax will doubtless be taken for
experiment. The 8ingle Tax League has
demonstrated that, in ‘the view of a great
many wise men, there is not only no dan-
ger but great advantage in such an ex-
periment.

TAXATION IN MINNESOTA.
8t. Paul Ploneer Press (Rep.), Jan. 18.—
The chief effect of the provisions of the

Jan. 12.—We
have taxa-
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bill to compel the listing of personal prop-
erty in all forms would be to make still
more widespread that immorality which
the commission justly deplores as the re-
sult of similar attempts in the same di-
rection.

Minneapolis Tribune (Rep.), Jan. 2l.—
The commission . do not believe in
the policy of taxing personal property in
this way. The constitution requires it,
but they want to get the constitution
amended. Evidently they want to make
the present constitutional provision odlous
by severe enforcement of it.

THE LABOR QUESTION.

Dubuque (Ia.) Telegraph-Herald (Dem.),
Dec. 21.—Labor would be fatuous not to
take from the trusts all it can get. But
it would make a fatal blunder if in ex-
change for higher wages and dividends
it should vote as the trusts desired.
Once organized labor united with the
pirates of industry to perpetuate privi-
lege and monopoly and maintain extor-
tion, it would seal its doom.

Columbus (O.) Evening Press (Dem.),
Dec. 21.—So long as the antagonism is
imbedded in the laws of the land, no
‘‘amicable truce” can ever reach the
heart of the controversy—nothing but
amendment or repeal ‘of laws which
operate, by their own force, to give
inordinate profits from production to
capital and unjust profits to the real
makers of wealth, the men and women
who toil.

American Federationist (Lab.), Jan. —
One of the great contentions for which
organized labor has stood for years |{s
the opportunity to bring its demands or
grievances to the attention of the em-
ployers, and have conferences for such
purposes. These the new movement un-
qualifiedly declared for and stands .com-
mitted to. The representatives of the
employers, by participating in this con-
ference and equally standing for the dec-
laration made, have Pplaced their seal of
disapproval on the hackneyed and un-
warrantable position occupied by many
of their fellows—‘there is nothing to
arbitrate.”

BUSINESS CONDITIONS. -

Dun’s Review (Com’l.), Jan. 18.—Read-
justment of prices continued during the
second week of January, and the gen-
eral average reached a much lower point
than prevalled when the year opened.

Commercial and Financial Chronicle
(Wall st.), Jan. 18.—It is not at all im-
possible, but rather a reasonable antici-
pation, that now and then one or more
of the great undertakings of the past
year cr two may come to a disastrous
end.

Johnstown Democrat (Pa. Dem.), Jan.
18.—There is a single fact that is alarm-
ing the eminent bankers of the money
centers, and that is the habit of mak-
ing one lot of securities answer as basis
for several financial institutions. It is
the old game of ‘“kiting’’ long ago rec-
ognized as one of the worst and Inevi-
table evils of the old state bank cur-
rency system.

Buffalo Courler (Dem.), Jan. 38.—Mo-
nopoly, . . . Iin taking from consum-
ers by inflated capital more than a
nominal price for commodities, is laying
the foundation for a panic. When it
reaches the point that the people can no
longer pay the tribute demanded, there
is a stoppage, a shock and demoraliza-
tion felt throughawt-the industrial fabric.
If we would avold panics, which come
at regular intervals, we must destroy
their cause—monopoly.

Milwaukee Daily News (Ind.).—The un-
derlying cause [of hard times] is found in
the fact that the producing classes pro-
duce greatly in excess of what their wages

will permit them to consume, and that
the non-producing classes are physically
unable to consume the so-called surplus
production. And ‘“hard times” will be
periodical so long as this condition of af-
fairs continues—whether we have free
trade or high tariffs, the gold standard or
bimetallism, treasury notes or ‘elastic
currency.” Enlargement of our foreign
markets may serve to ease the pressure,
but it will not remove the cause.

IN CONGRESS.
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‘Washington, Jan. 13-18, 1902.

Senate,

After routine business on the 13th Mr.
Hoar offered a resolution (p. 573) for a
special Senate committee of seven on the
conduct of the war in the Philippines. The
Senate then began the consideration (p.
574) of Senate bill No. 669, for the establish-
ment of a department of commerce. The
measures of public interest introduced
were as follows: No. 2689, postal currency
notes (p. 671); 2715, state bank currency;
2118, clearing houses and clearing house
currency (p. 672); 2763, tariff on imports
from Cuba; s r.. 3 popular senatoral

electlons (&

On the 14th Mr. Hoar spoke upon his
Philippines resolution of the previous day.
The text of his speech begins at page 621.

Following Mr. Hoar's speech, Mr. Mason
addresse the Senate on his Cuban tariff
bill, No. in a

sgeech which begins at

page 624 atter which the bill was referred

8) to the committee on relations with
ub. a.

After some desultory discussion on the
16th regarding the naval reserve (p. 3.
the Senate adopted a resolution (p. 649)
asking the president for information as
to the exaction by the British gigvernment
in violation of the treaty of The Hague,
of duties on gltts to Boer prisoners of
war at Bermu No_other business of
general interest was done except the in-
troduction of the following bills: No. 2823,
naval reserve; 2824, naval reserve; 2825,
naval militia (648).

On thelSth, for reasons stated on the floor
(lp 686), the Senate reconsidered the resolu-

tion of yesterday regarding Boer prisoners
at Bermuda and referred it to the com-
mittee on foreign relations. Consideration
of the department of commerce bill, Senate
bill No. , was then resumed (? 687), and
some local bills disposed of; after which
adjournment was taken to the 20th. Only
two measures of general lnterest were {n-
troduced, a bill ( 2960) by Mr. Mitchell
(p. 686) for Chinese exclusion, and a joint
resolution (No. by Mr. Harris for the
purchase and operation of certain tele-
gra h companies (p. 686).

ere was no session on the 17th nor 18th.

House,

On the 18th the House went into commit-
tee of the whole (p. 685) for the considera-
tion of House bill No. 8681, making appro-
gﬂatlons for pensions for the year ending

une 30, 1903, but reached no resolution.

Consideration of the pension bill was re-
sumed on the 14th (p. ) in committee of
the whole, but without action.

On the 15th consideration of the pension
bill in commlttee of the whole was re-

sumed (p. ), and upon rlsi the com-
mittee re&’rted the biil favorably. There-
upon (p ) the House passed the bill, and

then adjourned to the 18th. In this day 8
issue of the Record the spY eech of Repre-
sentative Sulzer, of New York, on a per-
manent censusblll, is printed in full at page
641, and that of Representatlve De Armond,
of Mlssourﬂ on the pension bill, at page 642,
There wag no session on the 16th nor 17th,
and on the 18th only local and prlvate
business was transacted, except that the
following bills of general interest were
lntrodnced No. 9317, schools in Hawall (p.
T19); 9330, Chinese exclusion; 9333, natural-
lzatlon mo convict labor goods, 93862, pure
food; 8369, repeal of war revenue act (p.
720). In the Record of this date the
speeches of Henry R. Gibson, of Tennessee
(p. 702), and James A. Norton, of Ohlo, both
on the Isthmian canal bill, (p. 707) are
printed.

MISCELLANY

THE TOAST OF FREEDOM.
For The Public.

A health! Now fill the brimming beaker up

To those the world calls ‘*Rebels’'—daunt-
less men,

‘Who, loving freedom better than thelr
lves,

Against some monstrous tyranny bave
risen

In just rebellion,

More heroic far,
More to be loved and praised of noble
hearts,
A million times more helpful to mankind,
Oh, surely, more acceptable to God,
Than yon accursed conqueror in his pride,
‘With bloody laurel crown upon his brows,
Haliled by the ruffian shoutings of the
crowd,
And raised to godhood by a godless age,
‘Whose wide triumphal arch’s damned
span
Blots out the light that shines from free-
dom's skies.
BERTRAND SHADWELL.

TWO DIETARY SCALES.
The following comparison is in-
deed odious:

For Human Beings For Cats in a Cats’
in the British Gov- Home — according
ernment’'s Doss- to evidence given
houses In South {n the West Lon-
Africa—as set out don Police Court
in the Blue Book. on Saturday, De-

cember 21, 1901.

WEEKLY. DAILY.
7 lbs. Flour. For Breakfast:—
4 oz. Salt. Quaker Oats boiled
8 0z. Coftee. with milk and wa-
12 oz. Sugar. ter, or bread and

21bs. Meat, for the milk.
most part uneat- For Dinner:—
able, to some of the Cats' meat, or raw
prisoners only. beefsteak.
For Five
Tea:—
Milk.
For S8upper:—
Rice and fish.
—The New Age, of London, for Jan. 2.

THE TRIAL OF SCHEEPERS,

Editorial in London News of Dec. 81,
1801,

Perhaps the most painful incident
at present taking place in South Af-
rica is the trial for his life of one
of the bravest Boer commandants,
Scheepers. This man is suffering
from a painful malady, to which he
owes his surrender; and yet the au-
thorities find it consistent with their
humanity to press on the trial in the
brief intervals of his recovery from
attacks of physical collapse. There is
something that savors of the French
revolution in this zeal to hound a
brave man to death. Scheepers is not
a rebel. He is, it appears, a citizen
of the Orange Free State. But the
brutal exasperation of opinion in
Cape Colony will not be assuaged by
the death of rebels; the “loyalists”

O'clock
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now crave for the extermination of
the Boer. .

The indictments against Scheepers
seem to be spread as widely as pos-
sible, with the intention of including
every possible act, including even_le-
gitimate acts of war, which might
prejudice the court against Scheep-
ers. The reply of Scheepers to these
accusations, whether of wrecking
trains or flogging native spies—he
does not appear to have shot them
—is that which any other subordi-
nate soldier would give in the cir-
cumstances. He was acting under su-
perior orders. This is a plea of great,
if not of convincing, force. For the
whole case of the government for
severer measures against the Boers
has been that they consisted of rov-
ing commandos, devoid of organiza-
tion. We cannot have it every way.
If Scheepers proves that he really
acted under De Wet’s orders, then,
whatever we may think of his acts,
he cannot be guilty as a sdldier. This
was undoubtedly the view taken in
October, 1900, when a much worse
case was being tried—that of the
trooper Smith, who shot a mnative
without. trial for losing a bridle in a
farm that was being devastated. The
trooper was acquitted on the ground
thgt he acted under orders; and the
officer, Capt. Cox, of New South
Wales, was not prosecuted. There
was much to be said for passing over
a deed committed in the passion of
war; but what sort of justice is it
that leaves Capt. Cox alone, and
hounds to death a Boer commandant
for obeying the orders of those about
him? It would be evidently nothing
more than racial hatred dressed up in
a pharisaical mimicry of Exeter Hall.

UNCLE SAM'S LETTERS TO JOHN
BULL.
Printed from the Original Manuscript.

Dear John:—My administration is
going to be represented at Ed’s coro-
nation—the army and navy and White-
law Reid. That's about the size of it.
I don’t mind saying confidentially that
I shall not be there myself. You will
not expect the old man, John, after
his tea, and Bunker Hill, and the New
Orleans’ record, and won’t mind. The
fact is, I don’t see any sense in send-
ing anybody at all. I told Theodore
to let my minister brush up his boots
and go over in the afternoon to show
I don’t object to kings over other
people, if other people want ’em, and
to earn his keep; but no, Theodore
wanted to punish Miles and Dewey
and Schley, so he gave away the seats
to get even.

I'm amused sometimes at Theodore.
For a youngster who wants to be pres-
ident another term, he pays mighty
little attention to me. I suppose he
means to take the presidency by main
strength, with a rush, like the nig-
gers took Santiago Hill. Well, if my
tobacco holds out I shall sit back and
see how it works. First he endeared
the colored folks to him by denying
their claims to Santiago; then, know-
ing I was partial to Dewey and Schley,
he raps ’em both over the knuckles
by scolding Miles. Theodore was a
little off there. Hadn’t any right to
do it. You see, he scolded the old gen-
eral for violatin’ the articles of war;
but the articles of war don’t mention
the navy, nor the post office, nor the
Smithsonian Institute. They are dif-
ferent departments, and under differ-
ent secretaries, and Miles was a cit-
izen when he wasn’t a soldiet, and
could kick if his mail didn’t come
right, just like anybody else. That’s
my view. Of course, if Miles had been
court-martialed about it, the pres-
ident then has revisional power, but
he’s no court-martial himself; even
Theodore is no court-martial. If he
had been an old Dey of Algiers he
might have said: “Miles, I’'m sur-
prised at ye not knowing more about
war than I do! Away with him! Off
with his head!” But he was no Dey.
His trolley was off, and he did not
know it. Needs a lawyer in his cab-
inet.

You reward your heroes, John, such
as they are; but what do you think
of a chincapin administration .like
mine, that belittles men like Dewey
and Schley and Miles? It seems a
little antic to me.

UNCLE SAM.
MR. DOOLEY ON MADDEN.

“Fwhat is th’ throuble,” queried Mr.
Hennessey, “with th’ sicond-class
mails?”

“They’re in th’ wrrong class,” re-
plied Mr. Dooley. “That's parrt of th’
grief; an’ th’ rist is due toa mon
na-amed Madden.”

“Is it wan of the Sligo Maddens?”
asked Mr. Hennessey.

“'Tis not thin,” responded Mr.
Dooley. “This Madden is from
Canady, where ye wint in ’67 to ixpil
th’ tyrant opprissor and kem back
from widout y'r brukfast. His biog-
rapher siz: ‘By educa-ation and tim-
perament Mr. Madden,” he sez, ‘is
qualified to adorn and bliss,’ siz he,
‘any station or daypo on th’ rigular
roots of thravel,’ he siz. °‘And, siz
he, ‘his thraining and his mintal meth-
ods,” he siz, ‘have singularly and em-
inently fitted him for private life,” he

siz, ‘in anny capacity where he is not
obliged to kape his mouth shut for
long periods,’ sez he.

“Ye see,” said Mr. Dooley, *“ ’tis like
this: The thirr-rd assistant post-
master gineral arrives at his office i’
the morr-rrning and he sees a copy of
the Unusooal Prevaricator forninst
his disk. ‘What,’ siz he, ‘is that on-
dacent and rivolutionary orrgan doin’
in me office?’ he siz. ‘lt has a purple
cover wid red frogs’ legs upon it,” he
siz. ‘Take it up with the tongs,’ he siz,
‘and trun it out o’ the sicond-class
mails,” he siz. ‘Call me stinograph-
ist,” he siz, ‘and Oi will write a adict,’
he siz. ‘Ar-rr-re ye ready? he siz.
‘Adict thorty-three hoondred and siv-
inty-wan of this day and date here-
with, D. V,, State of Maddeness, coun-
ty of Choomps, s. s., take notis: To all
poshtmasthers to whom these prisints
may come—bad scran” to ye, have ye
got thot?’ he siz. ‘Ye have? Thin go
on,’ he siz. ‘It is hereby ordered that
no publication shall be excluded from
th’ sicond-class rhail save an’ excipt
such as are already admitted thereto,’
he siz, ‘and that all other publications
excipt those so excluded shall be ad-
mitted upon payment of the proper
rates of postage, onless,’ he siz, ‘the
rates of postage previously paid shall
be higher than thim demanded of pub-
lications,” he siz, ‘which ar-re not yit
admitted to the sicond-class mails un-
der the resthricting clauses of the
prior r-rulin’s covering this and sim.
ilar subjicts, but which,’” he siz, ‘have
no bearing upon the exclusion from
the sicond-class mails,” he siz, ‘except
thim of which the same or similar
rates ar’re not to be demanded,’ siz he,
‘before publication or afther the pub-
lication has ceased to exist.’”

“And what,” asked Mr. Hennessey,
“doos he mane be thot?” -

“Tut, ye foolish mon,” responded
Mr. Dooley. “’Tis as plain as the
head of Kinsale.”

“But I can see no hair o’ sinse in it,”
objected Mr. Hennessey.

“Fwhat matter?” replied Mr.
Dooley. “Th’ mon must kape his stin-
ographer worr-rrkin’. Is he not an
economist?”’—Donald Wylie, in News-
paperdom.

MAKING ANARCHISTS GOOD BY
OATH.

The list of foolish bills which have
been introduced ostensibly for the
prevention and suppression of an-
archy is now increased by a curio -
from Wisconsin. Representative Jen-
kins, the exhibitor, goes somewhat
further than the representatives from
Kansas and Pennsylvania, who pre-
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ceded him in the museum. He de-
mands not only that the death pen-
alty shall be adjudged for assaults
upon the president, but that immi-
grants shall be required to take an
oath not to assault those in author-
ity and not to uphold publicly the
subversion of the government by vio-
lent means.

This would put the sensitive, con-
scientious anarchist in an unpleasant
dilemma. He comes meditating the
trivial crime of murder, when the
oath is thrust upon him and he must
take it and then forego the murder
or break his solemn word of honor.
That he should commit the really se-
rious crime in order to enjoy the
lesser omne is abhorrent to his soul.
Therefore he stands firmly upon prin-
ciple. He will give no pledge, but
submit to deportation rather, and
those in authority will be effectually
protected forever and a day.

Mr. Jenkins’s scheme is a brilliant
one, but it should be made more com-
prehensive. Every immigrant ought
to be forced to take an oath that he
will always be good. By this means
the mnatives themselves might be
shamed and the tone of society cle-
vated. Crimes, of course, would be
impossible among the newcomers on
account of their promise, and they
would soon become models of propri-
ety in every respect. Sweetness and
light would pervade the immigrant
household, where one good deed
would follow another, and not even a
single angry word would be heard be-
cause of that sacred obligation so im-
pressively assumed near the sancti-
fied precincts of a custom house.

Mr. Jenkins’s idea is so simple yet
convincing that it is @ wonder that
it had never been thought of before.

And in its broader application it
might be tried upon some of our own
people who are liable to get into
bridewells, jails and penitentiaries
because they are not held back from
criminal acts by a pledge of right
conduct. The whole experience of
the world proves that all we need to
effect any reform, public or private,
is a promise.—Editorial in Chicago
Record-Herald of January 12.

FUNSTON ON THE PHILIPPINE SIT-
UATION.

The Los Angeles Herald of January
12 contained an extended interview
with Gen. Fred Funston, at San Fran-
cisco, who recently returned in broken
health from the Philippine islands,
where he has been in the service for
several years. As the Herald says, he

takes “a very gloomy view” of the sit-
uation, and the prospects in those par-
tially subjugated islands. Among oth-
er things which the fighting general
said were the following:

“The situation in the Philippines is
a knotty problem. It is one for great
minds to ponder over,and nearly every
problem that confronts the nation has
its two sides. Personally, I do not
think that in the present generation
it will be possible to bring the natives
under the absolute control of a eivil
government.

“I believe that for the next two
yearsit willbe necessary for the United
States government to maintain a
strong military force on the islands, in
order to exert a strong moral influ-
ence on the natives. The troops will
not, perhaps, be compelled to sup-
press or oppress the natives, but the
fact that they are there will prevent
an uprising. For the next two or
three years I think it will be necessary
to maintain a military force of 40,000
men in the Philippines, to keep the
insurrection down. After that period
has elapsed, if there are no signs of
trouble, I think that a force of 10.000
men wiil be enough to maintain or-
der and prevent an uprising.

“The Filipinos, while I do not be-
lieve that, as a rule, they bitterly hate
the American people, are certainly not
very fond of us. The difference inrace
and language, and the fact that they
have absolutely nothing in common
with our people, make their final con-
sent te be peaceably governed by us a
hard matter to bring about.

“Nearly all the educated Filipinos,
the professional memand wealthy land
owners, are political agitators and
schemers of the worst sort. They
would not hesitate to embroil the Phil-
ippines with the United States for
almost an indefinite period if by so
doing they could gain their ends and
secure the independence of the islands,
thereby getting control of the various
departments of the government, es-
pecially the finances, in order to give
themselves the opportunity to steal.

“If one could except @ very few men,
of whom Chief Justice Arellano is the
type, there are no prominent Filipinos
who have any sense of political mor-
ality. Their idea of public place is
that it gives them an opportunity to
oppress their enemies, reward their
friends, or to fill their own pockets
with public money. .

“In my opinion the greatest possible
mistake that could be made by the
United States in dealing with the Fil-
ipinos would be to give them any form

of elective legislative assembly com-
posed of people of their own race. A
Filipino legislature would merely give
opportunity for a number of pestilen-
tial agitators to keep the country
stigred up in a state of turmoil, by
holding out to the people a vain hope of
ultimate independence.

“I do mot feel prepared to state an
opinion as to exactly what form of
government should be given them. It
seems to me that the present commis-
sion could not be very well improved
upon.

“All the officers, in my opinion, ex-
cept municipal and provincial officers,
should be appointed by the governor
of the islands, instead of being elected
by the people, for the reason that if
the people were allowed to elect their
own officers, agitators and schemers
would be chosen to fill the offices, to the
exclusion of the better class of na-
tives. The moral influence of troops
will make the Filipinos understand
that any uprising would be summar-
ily crushed.

“The islands are enormously wealthy
in their natural resources, but the peo-
ple are hopelessly shiftless. The re-
ports of the untold agricultural rich-
ness of the islands have not been ex-
aggerated, but the devlopment of the
island resources depends largely on
the labor supply. Not one per cent.
of the able-bodied Filipinos will work
steadily. A Filipino will work for two
or three weeks, then, having a little
money, will quit work and remain
away, utterly regardless of the inter-
ests of his employer. Not until heis
reduced toa state of absolute want will
he return to work.

“To this rule there are a few excep-
tions. House servants, coachmen, and
men who hold positions of that kind,
work steadily and faithfully for the
same employer for years.

“In the opinion of many people who
understand the labor situation in the
Philippines, theindustrial development
of the country depends upon the in-
troduction of Chinese and Japanese la+
bor. A white man cannot work in the
Philippines with any comfort. The ck-
mate conditionsare such that an Amer-
ican laborer cannot do heavy work in
the islands. There are tens of thou-
sands of acres of uncultivated land,
and in the cities there are tens of
thousands of able-bodied male -Fil-
ipinos who will not turn their hands to
labor of any kind, except when it is
absolutely necessary to keep the wolf
from the door.

“This is not, in my judgment, a war
condition. It is a natural failingof the
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Filipino race. I doubtif education will
take this out of them.

“The islands are a good place for an
American with capital, and for skilled
American mechanics. Skilied mechan-
ics are quite sure of employment, while
there is practically no opportunity for
the American laborer. This is largely
due to the fact that it isimpossible for
people not accustomed to the climate
to perform heavy labor.”

MAYOR JOHNSON’S WAY.

Mayor Johnson championed the
newsboy and the huckster at the
meeting of the board of control Mon-
day. Director Salen presented a sub-
stitute for the ordinance introduced
into the council last week by Council-
man Schmoldt, requiring hucksters
and peddlers to furnish a bond in pro-
portion to the amount of business and
equipment they had. /

The substitute measure offered by
Director Salen provided for a $10 tax
on hucksters and peddlers. Only on
payment of the tax and by conform-
ingtothe regulations of the ordinance
could they use the city markets.
Director Salen explained that the
money thus raised would be used to
clean the neighborhood of the mar-
kets which were kept in terrible shape
by the hucksters and was a heavy
drain on a depleted street-cleaning
fund. Farmers had to pay a $10 tax
to use the market space, he said, and
the city hucksters should be obliged
to do the same.

Twice Mayor Johnson interrupted
the reading of the ordinance to cham-
pion the rights of newsboys. The
first time it was about a clanse which
barred all sellers of any kind of wares
from the market unless, they were
licensed. The second time it was a
clause which prohibited the crying of
the wares offered for sale or the mak-
ing of noise calculated to attract pur-
chasers. A special clause was reached
at last, however, which exempted the
newsboys from the provisions of the
ordinance and the mayor dropped
that phase of the question.

“Well, I am not satisfied with this
ordinance anyway,” he remarked at
the close of the reading. “I am will-
ing to vote for an ordinance which will
provide for the licensing or any means
of identifying hucksters to prevent
frauds, and I would not object to the
charging of a nominal fee for the
license, but I am opposed to the city
making revenue out of peddlers. It is
theworstordinance inthatrespectthat
Ihave heard of. If the city needsmoney
to clean streets, raise it by tax-
ation; don’t pass the hat.”

“We are going to vote for the or-
dinance anyway,” remarked Lapp.

“I guess I have the last say at it,”
retorted the mayor with a laugh. The
ordinance was referred to the law
department for a report in one week.
—Cleveland Plain Dealer of Jan. 14.

Superintendent Bemis yesterday
completed his arrangements for pro-
tecting the intake.at the old water-
worke crib from anchor ice by the
injection of steam into the water
taken in. A 50-horse power boiler
was shipped to the crib and the ex-
periment will begin at once. The
plan is a new one comparatively, al-
though it has been tried with success
in Milwaukee.

Anchor ice is a serious danger and
has always been to the waterworks
systems of cities along the great
lakes. At Cleveland the mouth of the
intake has been choked more than
once by the tiny needles of ice which
formed deep down in the water and
then massed together in a solid dam.
During the winter season of nearly
every year it has been necessary to
send divers down to the mouth of the
waterworks tunnel or to employ tugs
to churn the water above in an ef-
fort to break up the anchor ice.

This has been expensive as well as
dangerous, as the risk was always
present of the temporary shutting oft
the city’s water supply.

Superintendent Bemis believes that
with steam injection the whole prob-
lem will be solved. A double steam
pipe has been thrust into the water-
works tunnel running clear to the
mouth or intake. The inner pipe will
convey the steam and the outer will
prevent the direct contact of the cold
water and condensation.

Right in the face of the flood of
cold water pumped into the intake
will be injected the hot steam which
will spread itself throughout the
wave, raigsing the temperature of the
whole a trifle.

‘“The difference in temperature be-
tween anchor ice and safety to the
intake is only half of one degree,”
said Superintendent Bemis yesterday.
“I believe this attempt to solve the
problem will be a success.”—Cleve-
land Plain.Dealer of Jan. 15.

“JOHNSON’S EMBARRASSING WAY.”

Mayor Tom L. Johnson has an em-
barrassing way of putting politicians
on record on important public ques-
tions, which hag proved very annoy-
ing to certain “leaders” in Ohio. All

last year he tried to get the repub-
lican officials of the county in which
Cleveland is located to vote for equal
taxation as between the corporations
and individual property-owners. They
refused to make any change, where-
upon Johnson accused them all of
having been bribed by railroad passes,
a charge which they did not deny.
While these politicians haed their own
way about taxation, they had placed
themselves clearly on record for the
big taxdodgers and against the peo-
ple. One result was that in Novem-
ber Cuyahoga county elected demo-
crats, pledged on a Johnson platform,
to all the county and legislative of-
fices, for the first time in over 30
years.

The mayor is now prepéring to ad-
minister the same dose to the legis-
lature at Columbus. Republicans
there will either have to pass tax
reform legislation or go on record
against it, which, up to date, has
proved fatal to the political fortunes
of the candidates who take such
chances. Mr. Johnson has also in-
troduced a bill to confer on munici-
palities the right to issue bonds with
which to raise money to comstruct
street railways, wherever such action
shall be authorized by a vote of two-
thirds of the electors. This is in line °
with the three-cent fare ordinance
just passed by the Cleveland city
council, in which it is provided that
the people of Cleveland may purchase
the street railway plant at any time
by giving six months’ notice.

It so happens that Senator Hanna
and Boss Cox, who in large measure
control the Ohio legislature, are both
extensive owners of street railways
in Cleveland and Cincinnati. How
these shrewd leaders will avoid being
placed embarrassingly on record by
the clever mayor will be a game
worth watching.—The Buffalo Courier
of Jan. 13.

“I tell ye, old Basswood Corners
hain’t dead yet by a long shot!™ re-
marked Uncle Jackson, on returning
one evening from the post office.
“Within the last two days, as I heard
to-night, Jed Sailor traded his roan
mare to Ab Tuttle fer a Holstein cow
and calf; Jake Heckman sold off his
personal effects on the public square
yesterday; Deacon’ Smith traded
horses with a feller over in Mudsock;
Eben Marlow traded his muzzle-loadin’
shotgun ter Dug Todds fer his old
hound and pups; and Bill Warty has
hired out to the livery stable fer $20
a month. Ter my mind such a showin’



672

The Public

indicates a vast amount of commercial
activity.”

“Yes, sir,” replied Uncle Barclow; “it
looks as if Roosevel{’s goin ter give us
just such an administration as McKin-
ley did.”—Puck.

A PERPLEXED CONQUEROR.

For The Publiec.

A mighty Christian government on con-
quest once was bent,

In the interest of liberty, and twenty-four
per cent.

At home the white man’s burden he was
wont to elevate, N

And a cousin furnished patterns to equip
him up to date.

His little standing army soon was multi-
plied by four,

His navy having previously been multiplied
still more;

He officered and put in trim to leave his
peaceful coast

Those sons whose time by business claims
was not too much engrossed.

‘With enterprise, sagacity, and wealth un-
bounded too,

All Christian conquerors on earth he pur-
posed to outdo;

He sallied forth right jauntily, n}anmeent
to see,

“Talking about world powers,” he ob-
served, ‘‘just notice ME!”

A rival Christian conqueror, a veteran old
and bad,

He whipped, and scooped up all the islands
which that rival had.

“Wholesale and Retail Dealera’—thereaf-
ter read his sign—

“In Freedom and in Franchises. A Strict-
ly First-Class Line.”

The Islanders, beholding on their shores
this sign displayed,

Quite largely of necessity a doubtful virtue
made;

But there were those who ventured to de-
cline the imported brand

Of liberty, and begged to make their own
at home, by hand.

Such folly and ingratitude were more, we
may be sure,

Than this Christian conqueror could be ex-
pected to endure;

And so a most deplorable necessity arose

Against rude clubs and spears his fine war
engines to oppose.

The outcome needs not be described; a fool
could guess it right.

The brandishers of clubs and spears could
never win a fight.

But then, alas! they merely laid their
antique arms aside,

And sinful weapons known to weakness
desperately tried—

False oaths, deceit and treachery. Against
their weapons new

‘What can gunboats and gatlings, rapld-
fires and mausers do?

And strategy funstonian but poorly can
avall

‘When in the rebel's bosom native truth and

honor fail!
JAY HAWKINS.

Occupation, like virtue, is frequently
its own reward.—Puck.

“It seems to me,” expostulated the
traveler, “you charge an awfully high

figure for a ride across your , isth-
mus.” '

“But where will you find another
railway,” argued the ticket-seller at
Colon, “that affords such a fine view
of a revolution from the car win-
dows?"—Chicago Tribune. '

PERIODICALS.

—Under its new name of “Out West,”
and much enlarged but still characterized
by the old spirit, the “Land of Sunshine”
has appeared for January. An especlally
Interesting feature Is an account of Chi-
nese journalism in California; while “A
Duel in the Desert,” by the editor, Charles

Lummis, is a veritable revelation of
certaln strenuous phases of animal life.
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