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How true it is of many people who
say they want good government, es-
pecially the self-styled “better ele-
ment,” that what they really want is
their own instead of the other fel-
low’s favorite brand of bad govern-
ment.

Surely no one has forgotten the
agitation for tariff protection on tin
plate. It was to be for the benefit
of the workingmen, you understand.
Keep out foreign tin, build up Amer-
ican plants, give work to American
workmen, pay good wages. That
was the altruistic scheme. The tin
men got their tariff and formed their
trust—the latter outcome was not
mentioned when they were prospect-
ing for protection—and now behold!
The tin plate trust demands, under
threats of closing down, that the
labor union accept a reduction of 25
per cent. in wages so as to enable this
trust to meet the terms which the
Standard Oil trust offers for a large
order of tin plate. One would sup-
pose that the workingmen might

have got the cut in wages without go-
ing to the trouble of voting for a tar-
iff on tin plate.

It is announced from Washington
that President Roosevelt has or-
dered his cabinet to follow his ex-
ample and take the stump this fall.
Even poor Attorney General Knox,
¥ho has never made a political speech
in his life, out of court, is required
to “select some appropriate occasion
for his debut, and will talk about
the trusts.” Imagine Knox making
a public speech on trusts, and being
asked questions! This is a com-
mendable departure on Mr. Roose-

velt’s part. Itiscandid. Heretofore,
in recent years, when the President
and members of his cabinet have
made party speeches they have done
so under cover of some reception or
other, nominally as public officials
and not as partisans. Mr. Roosevelt
and his cabinet are to be credited
with throwing off this mask and ap-
pearing without pretense as party
spellbinders upon the party stump.
But hold a minute. Since the forego-
ing lines were put in type Mr. Roose-
velt has expressed his displeasure at
the announcement. According to the
Associated Press, these speeches will
only be made upon non-partisan in-

vitations, and while they “will be'

along Republican lines, so far
as they may relate to politics,
they will not be political speeches.”
Same old mask.

There is a striking fact about the
call which the Russian czar makes
for an anti-trust conference in Eu-
rope. The complaint is the low prices
at which the American trusts sell
goods in Russia. This exposes the
animus of the Russian anti-trust
movement. The object is to exclude
American trusts from the European
market. Itisinline with legislation
against “bounty-fed” sugar. Amer-
ica feeds her trusts, not with boun-
ties, but with a protective tariff, so
that they can sell dear at home and
cheap abroad. This they do. Home
consumers pay high prices for pro-
tected American goods, while for-
eigners get them for low prices. But
Russia, with the common but myste-
riousobjection to getting dear things
cheap, will have none of this. Hence
the European anti-trust conference.

Senator McLaurin, of South Caro-
lina, is to be credited with unex-
pected sensitiveness. He declines the
office which President Roosevelt of-

fers him as a reward for party treach-
ery. It is to be regretted, however,
that he declines it not because he’
shrinks from accepting a political re-
ward for political treachery but be-
cause he shrinks from being criti-
cized for doing so. When the reward
was offered him, he announced his
intention of accepting it. Not until
criticism set in did he decline. Un-
fortunately for Mr. McLaurin he
had already allowed the matter to go
too far for his own reputation. He
might have voted against his party
in the Senate, as he almost habitually
did on vital questions, without in-
curring moral censure, had be given
reasons for his change of faith. But
he gave no reasons. He supported
the administration with votes that
counted, not with speeches that ex-
plained. It was rumored at the time
that President McKinley would re-
ward him by an appointment to the
bench of the Court of Claims. Sen-
ator Tillman distinctly charged it.
And now President Roosevelt, who is
carrying out his predecessor’s bar-
gains, has offered that very appoint-
ment. McLaurin himself told about
it and said he intended.to accept.
But the circumstantial evidence of
a bargain was too plain. He dared
not face the criticism when it opened.
Criticism he could stand, if it were
unfounded. Guilt he could stand if
it were not eriticized. But the two
together were more than he could
bear. So he calls off the bargain af-
ter having performed his part of it.

According to the financial reports
of the current month—

for some time England, Germany, and

{ to some extent Paris, have been lend-

ing money in the American markets.
Nobody can tell how much. It would
require the authority of all these gov-
ernments and a very microscopic ex-
amination under oath before it could
be learned whether the amount is
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fifty millions, as some assert, or one
hundred millions, as others claim.

It is now in order for Mr. Austin, of
the statistical bureau in the treasury
department at Washington, to ex-
plain why the United States becomes
a borrower if its excessive exports are
to be accounted for by regarding it
as a lender. When a nation’s mer-
chandise exports are in perennial ex-
cess of its merchandise imports,
when its exports of silver also largely
exceed its imports of silver, when
its gold imports are but slightly in
excess of its gold exports—not near-
ly enough to make up for the exces-
sive exports of silver alone,—and
when on top of all this it is a large
borrower in the world’s money mar-
kets where it ought to have an abun-
dance of drafts for sale if excessive
exporting is indeed profitable, what
are we to think about our much
vaunted “export trade” and our
enormous “favorable balance”? It
begins to look more than ever as if
the “favorable balance” were an “un-
favorable drain.”

Mr. Cleveland’s secretary of the
interior, Wm. F. Vilas, of Wisconsin,
sends out a clarion call to the Demo-
cratic party to make hostility to pro-
tection the national political issue.
Mr. Vilas says many good things on
this question. He teHs us, for in-
stance, that if we would strike down
the trusts, we must aim our “stroke
at the root of the poisonous tree,”
and that Democracy offers “the high-
est uplifting of individuality and of
every right of the individual man,
peculiarly his right to hold and en-
joy all the honest fruits of his indus-
try, brains and personal achieve-
ments;” and then he declares:

The victory to be won which alone
is worth winning is the overthrow of
the grand central, governing conspi-
racy of protection. When that
“crowning mercy” shall be vouch-
safed, the very purification of the na-
tion’s soul by the fires of the strife will
easily enable it to subdue the lesser
forms in which Satan is embodied in
our national life.

—

‘All this is excellent. So is much
more of the same tenor. There is no

fault to find with what Mr. Vilas
says. The weakness of his clarion
call is in what he doesn’t say. He
doesn’t say what he means by this
thing called “protection,” which he
describes as “the grand, central gov-
erning conspiracy” that gives vicious
vitality to the trusts. Does he mean
to kill the trusts by reducing the
tariff 20 per cent. or thereabouts?
If that is what he means by fighting
protection, it is not strange he
doesn’t specify. Mr. Vilas has no
ambition to shine as a comedian.
Does he mean to kill the trusts by
abolishing the protective tariff on
trust-made goods? That would truly
be a good starting point for popular
education on the subject of protec-
tion; but as a legislative measure
wouldn’t it be like taming birds by
putting salt on their tails? You
must first catch your trust-made
goods. Or does he mean to kill the
trusts by coming down to tariffs for
revenue only? Surely Mr. Vilas is
hardly so simple as to suppose that
the trusts would not be able to dis-
tribute such a tariff so as to make it
incidentally protective, and at the
first favorable opportunity to get
men inta Congress whowould restore
the protective feature in its fullness.
With a tariff for revenue only, pro-
tection would never cease to be an
issue.

Even if the tariff were wholly
abolished and we had free trade, the
trust question would not be disposed
of. While protection plays a large
part in making the monopolies upon
which trusts rest and thrive, it is not
the only factor and is very far from
being the central one. What about
the monopolies of terminal facilities?
What about the monopolies of trans-
portation? What about the natural
monopolies, such as the Mesaba iron
mines and the Connellsville coal de-
posits? What about the almost count-
less acres of land of all kinds, mining
land and building land and forest
land as well as farming land, which
are monopolized but held idle, where-
by labor is made a drug in the mar-

ket? Here are obstructions to free
trade which count infinitely more
than tariff protection, obstructive as
that is. Here are basic monopolies
for trusts with which tariff protec-
tion cannot compare. Does Mr. Vilas
propose an assault upon these evils
when he summons the Democratic
hosts to attack protectiom? If he
does, let him say so. The Democrats
have had enough of party policies
expressed in weasel words and
phrases.

The Richmond Times, a Demo-
cratic paper of the plutocratic breed,
asks a question. We quote it:

Now, suppose in the convention of
1904 a good democratic platform is
formulated and adopted in which the
party commits itself to sound money,
or, if yau please, to the gold standard,
and nominates David B. Hill or Grover
Cleveland for the presidency. Under
these conditions will Mr. Bryan sup-
port the ticket?

Everybody ought to be well enough
acquainted with Mr. Bryan’s char-
acter by this time to know that he
would not remain as Hill said he did
—*“a Democrat still—very still,”—
and that if he bolted, as Cleveland
did boldly and Hill otherwise, he
would not afterwards want to come
back and boss the party he
had helped defeat, as both Hill and
Cleveland do. Should Bryan follow
the example set by Hill and Cleve-
land, and abandon the Democratic
party, he would have followers
enough to be under no temptation to
try to get back into it agaein.

Senator Hanna and his political
and monopoly satellites have man-
aged to get his home city of Cleve-
land into a picturesque tangle. He
began by backing legal proceedings
to declare unconstitutional the char-
ter of the city which his own party
had framed and under which his own
party had flourished. Not until 8
Democratic mayor with democratic
principles had got into office and
proceeded to administer the law
equitably against Mr. Hanna’s spe-
cial privileges, did that distinguished
senator find it convenient to attack
the constitutionality of the Repub-
lican charter of Cleveland. When
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he did attack it he brought down an
avalanche of a decision which invali-
dates every city charter in Ohio, all
enacted by Republican legislatures,
and all the cities of the state are in
a turmoil. That it was he who did
it the successful lawyer in the case
now counfesses, saying that Mr. Han-
na’s object was to knock out Tom
Johnson. Out of this situation Mr.

Hanna is now trying to se-
cure a Hanna municipal -code,
one which will put all the

cities of Ohio under the control
of state boards. Meantime, however,
the ecity of Cleveland, having under
way a 3-cent fare street railway the
construction of which Mr. Hanna
managed to stop by an injunction
resting upon a thin technicality, has
taken the preliminary steps toward
granting a new 3-cent fare charter
which would avoid that technical ob-
jection. And now comes Mr. Hanna
again—this time back of the attor-
ney general he nominated to displace
Attorney General Monett who, by
refusing a bribe, had become persona
non grata to the Standard Oil trust
—and gets an injunction prohibiting
the city council of Cleveland from
granting street car franchises. He
agks for this injunction on the
ground that as the city charter is
unconstitutional the city council is

" not a legal body. Senator Hanna is
either playing a low hand for high
stakes in a losing game, or the people
of Ohio are really what he takes them
for.

Rebecea J. Taylor, whose dis-
charge from a government clerkship
for political reasons was noted a few
weeks ago (pp.147%, 151), has brought
mandamus proceedings, based upon
the civil service law, to compel her
reinstatement. Whether she suc-
ceeds or not, she will at least render
a public service in putting distinetly
upor record the Pecksniffianism of
certain vociferous civil service re-
formers. Miss Taylor’s offense, it
will be remembered, consisted in
publishing a newspaper article criti-
cising the political policy of the ad-
Iinistration with reference to the

Philippines. There has been no pre-
tense that she was not an efficient
and faithful clerk. The rather thin
explanation that the publication of
letters by clerks criticizing political
policies is not a political but a clerical
offense, is torn to threads by Miss
Taylor in a published statement of
the 21st in which she writes:

It cannot be possible that officials,
such as one of the civil service com-
missioners, may be permitted to make
public addresses in advocacy of the
so-called Philippine policy and a hum-
bler employe of the service like my-
self denied the right of publicly oppos-
ing that same policy. If these dis-
tinctions are to be permitted then is it
not clear that an administration may
practically use the whole force of civil
service employes to strengthen its
position of power, either by convert-
ing them into active exponents and
supporters of its policies or negatively
by silencing every person among them
who is opposed 1o its policies? Surely
it never was intended that a person in
entering the government service of the
United States should surrender his
rights as a cjtizen, among them the
right of holding and expressing polit-
ical and religious opinions.

Miss Taylor’s case is not a mere
quarrel in connection with the rou-
tine of a Washington department. It
is one of the characteristic incidents
of the imperial policy, as is shown by
The New Age, of London, one of the
able democratic papers which Great
Britain’s policy of imperialism has
brought into useful prominence. Re-
ferring to Miss Taylor’s case The
New Age says:

Here is another 1nstance of the de-
testably mean and cowardly methods
of impgrialism. It knows its weak-
ness; knows that its sole reHance is
on the suppression of discussion, the
bamboozling of the public. The im-
perialists pay an involuntary homage
to truth by “chucking Miss Taylor out
of her clerical chair into the street.”
They dread lest even a few articles
written by Miss Taylor should upset
all their abominable campaign of lies,
fraud, concealment, plunder, and mur-
der. All over the world it is the same.
Imperialism must forever rest on the
negation of all that differentiates man
from the beasts of prey. It rests on
infamies and can rest on nothing else.
Its methods are devastation, murder,
concentration camps, courts-martial,
the “water cure,” hangings and shoot-
ings in the presence of the friends of
the murdered man, the killing of “ev-
erything over ten.” Its instruments

are farm-burning generals, “Hell-roar-
ing Jakes,” the Morants and Hand-
cocks of rufiandom. It dares not let
a Miss Hobhouse come within a thou-
sand miles of the scene of its crimes;
it dares not let Miss Taylor criticise
the means by which President Roose-
velt is “helping the people of the Phil-
ippines along the difficult path leading
to self-government.”

Speaking of the “water-cure,” by
degrees the truth about that bar-
barism is leaking out. The latest
contribution to the fuller and better
public knowledge of the subject
which the President and his two
friends, Root and Lodge, are doing
all they can to suppress, is made by
Col. Stephen Groesbeck, an army
officer just home from the Philip-
pines. There is no sentiment about
Groesbeck. He believes that the
“water-cure” is a good thing, and
makes no secret of the fact, which
worries the administration, that it
has been in general and extensive
use by the American army in the
Philippines for the purpose of ex-
torting information from its vietims
and their friends. Now this is pre-
cisely as the unofficial reports from
the Philippines have had it all along,
and it is precisely what Roosevelt,
Root and Lodge deny. A few more
boasting blabbers like Groesbeck,
and the adminsitration will have to
change its defense. Instead of ad-
mitting that the water-cure is in-
human but insisting that to “the
honor of the army” it has not been
generally practiced, the President
will have to admit that it has been
generally practiced but insist that
to “the honor of the army” it is not
inhuman. .

The absurdly inadequate punish-
ment of Gen. Smith, upon which we
commented last week (p. 227), is now
supplemented with that of Maj.
Glenn. Although convicted of ad-
ministering the water torture,
Glenn’s loyal companions in arms
have agreed, for “the honor of the
army,” to fine him $50 and give him
a vacation of 30 days! Inthelightof
this sentence and that of Gen. Smith,
the anti-imperialist speeches in the
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Senate, the shocking evidence of the
brutal water torture given before
the Senate investigating committee,
and the whining plea of the imper-
ialists for silence “for the honor of
the army,” will make altogether very
interesting and instructive campaign
reading.

THE FOWLER BILL AND THE MONEY
QUESTION.

L

Mr. Bryan’s enemies in both po-
litical parties are working industri-
ously to make the people believe that
the money question was settled
when Bryan was defeated. They
are at the same time working as in-
dustriously, though much less nois-
ily, to secure the enactment by Con-
gress of what is known as the
Fowler banking and currency bill,
which specifically prescribes & stu-
pendous financial revolution.

Going beyond the question of bi-
metalism at the old ratio of 16 to 1
—the only phase of the money ques-
tion that can possibly be considered
as having been settled by Bryan’s
defeats—the Fowler bill would
abolish all bimetalism, would retire
all silver money, would cancel all
greenbacks, and, besides making
gold the only legal tender, would es-
tablish a government banking sys-
tem in private hands and for pri-
vate profit with far-reaching rami-
fications and enormous political
power—a banking system similar in
character and design, and even more
dangerous to the public interests,
than the United States Bank which
the people under Jackson’s lead de-
liberately decided to banish.

When was the money question so
settled as to authorize this revolu-
tionary measure?

Granted, if you please, that the
question of coining silver and gold
at the ratio of 16 to 1 has been de-
cided adversely to that ratio. It is
a rash concession, as the political
wiseacres would speedily discover
should a financial storm burst upon
us. Butgrantit. Yet this wasonly
a superficial and temporary expres-
sion of the money question. Its de-
feat was not, therefore, a defeat of
the financial principle for which
Bryan stood and stands. The es-
sence of the money question, so far

from being a particular ratio of sil-
ver money to gold money, is money
monopoly; and whatever seems at
any time to promote money monop-
oly may for that time be a money is-
sue.

Mr. Bryan believes that for the
prevention of money monopoly bi-
metalism is necessary. In this re-
spect his views are sustained by lead-
ing students of finance. They were
also embodied in the Democratic
platform of 1880, which demanded
“gold and silver” money; in that
of 1884, which declared for “the gold
and silver coinage of the constitu-
tion;” and in that of 1892, which
held “to the use of both gold and
silver as the standard money of the
country;” as well as in the Chicago
platform of 1896 and the Kansas
City platform of 1900, which de-
manded free coinage of both metals
at16to 1. He is supported also by the
Republican platform of 1888, which
favored “the use of both gold and sil-
ver as money;” and by that of 1892,
which in terms favored “bimetal-
ism.” Believing that bimetalism is
necessary to prevent money monop-
oly, he fought in 1896, under the cir-
cumstances of a low production of
gold as compared with silver at that
time, for the ratio of 16 to 1. If the
growing plentifulness of gold were
to reach the point of turning the af-
fections of the great financial inter-
ests toward silver as the dearer, and
therefore from their point of view
the better money metal, consistency
alone, if nothing else, would for the
time make Bryan “a gold man” in the
same sense in which in 1896 he was
“a silver man.” For with reference
to money of final redemption he is
an advocate of abundance, whereas
the great financial interests are ad-
vocates and promoters of scarcity.

.

The money question, we repeat,
is in the final analysis not one of

ratios, nor of gold, nor of silver, but -

of the supply and ready availability
of legal tender in sufficient volume
to make money monopoly impos-
sible. Itis aquestion between those
on the one hand who want the money
system adjusted for the common
good, and those on the other who
want to adjust it for the special bene-
fit, behoof and profit of rings of mo-
nopolists. That question has not
been settled vet. But it will be set-
tled, at least until the avenging
Nemesis appears, if the Fowler bill
is enacted. And the Fowler bill will
be enacted if a Republican or a “re-

organizing” Democratic Congress is
elected this Fall.

I

The Fowler bill was introduced
in the lower House at the recent ses-
sion of Congress by Charles N.
Fowler, the Republican representa-
tive from the Eighth district of New
Jersey. Mr. Fowler is a banker,
and in Congress is chairman of the
committee on banking and currency.
This committee is composed of 11
Republicans and 6 Democrats, whose
names may be found at page 210 of
the Congressional Record for 1901-
02. Mr. Fowler first introduced the
measure in one form of bill in

March, when it was referred to his

committee (Congressional Record, p.
2757). He introduced it in another
form on the 3d of April, and this
bill also ‘was referred to his commit-
tee (Congressional Record, p. 3865).
On the 4th of April he introduced it
in & third form; and'the third bill,
like the others, was referred to his
vommittee (Congressional Record,
E;) 3918). Each of the three bills
re the same title, namely:—

A bill to maintain the gold stand-
ard, provide an elastic currency,
equalize the rates of interest through-
out the country, and further amend
the national banking law.

The third of these bills is the one
under consideration. It is num-
bered 13,363, and was reported back
to the House favorably and without
amendment by Mr. Fowler’s com-
mittee on the 5th of April (Congres-
sional Record, p. 3959), the day fol-
lowing its introduction.

‘Accompanying the bill when it
came back from the committee was
an extended report urging its pas-
sage; and both bill and report were
thereupon referred by the Repub-
lican majority of the House to the
committee of the whole. Thisleaves
the bill in convenient position to be
taken up and put upon its passage
if the Fall elections yield favorable
results.

‘As reported to the House and
ready for enactment, the Fowler bill
may be summarized as follows:

Section 1. Creates a “division of
banking and currency” in the treas-
ury department, under the charge of
a “board of control.” The board
consists of three members, appoint-
ed by the President, confirmed by
the Senate, and removable only for
cause stated in writing. The term
of office of each member is 12 years,
though the first three hold office for
four, eight, and twelve years, respect-
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ively, so that one old member may
always go out of office and one new
member come in every four jyears.
The salaries of the board, to be paid
by a fund to be maintained by na-
tional banks, are $7,500 each.

Sec. 2. Any national bank which
undertakes to redeem United States
notes equal to 20 per cent. of ifs
paid-up capital, may issue national
bank notes, without depositing se-
curity therefor, as follows:

(1) Immediately (subject to a
eemi-annual tax of one-eighth of
one per cent. on its average actual
circulation thereof until it has re-
deemed all United States notes it
has undertaken to redeem, and
thereafter a tax of five-eighths of
one per cent.), an amount equal to
one-tenth of its paid-up capital;
(2) after one year (subject to the
same tax rate), a further amount
equal to one-tenth of its paid-up
capital;

(3) after two years,—

(4) after three years,—

(5) after four years, and—

(6) after five years (subject to a

semi-annual tax of five-eighths of

one per cent. on its average circu- .

lation thereof), a further amount
for each of these years of ten per
cent. of its paid-up capital, mak-
ing after the fifth year a total un-
secured note issue of 60 per cent. of
paid-up capital;
(7) after six years (subject to a
semi-annual tax of 115, per cent. on
the average actual circulation
thereof), a further amount equal to
one-fifth of its paid-up capital, pro-
vided the “board of control” ap-
proves;
(8) after seven years (subject to
a semi-annual tax of two and a
half per cent. on the average ac-
tual circulation thereof), a further
and final amount, equal to one-
fifth of its paid-up capital (mak-
ing in all 100 per cent. of its paid-
up capital), provided the “board of
control” approves.
The undertaking to redeem United
States notes is to be in the form of
the following indorsement by the
bank upon each note: “For value
received the [name] National Bank
of [eity], [state], will currently re-
deem this note in gold coin until the
same has been paid and canceled
in accordance with the provisions of
law.” Notes so indorsed continue to
be full legal tender, except for du-
ties on imports and interest on the
national debt, and are to be re-
deemed as now at the treasury; but
¥when so redeemed the bank which
bas indorsed them must, upon de-
mand of the secretary of the treas-
ury, transmit to the treasury gold
cin in exchange therefor. And

Whenever a national bank presents '

Ul}ited States notes to the treasury,
With a view to so indorsing them, it

must at the same time surrender, in
exchange for gold coin, an additional
amount of United States notes equal
to one-half the amount it offers
to indorse. The notes so surrendered
must not be reissued, but must be
canceled and destroyed.

Section 3. When the national banks
indorse $130,000,000 .of United States
notes, and surrender for cancellation
in exchange for gold $65,000,000 more,
no national bank may thereafter pay
out any United States notes not so in-
dorsed, but shall surrender to the
treasury, in exchange for gold coin,
all unindorsed notes coming into its
possession, and the surrendered
notes must forthwith be canceled
and destroyed. Meantime, the gold
reservé fund of the treasury must be
kept at not less than 33 1/3 per cent.
of the United States notes outstand-
ing, and no gold certificates shall be
paid out or issued.

Section 4. After the indorsement
of $130,000,000 of United States notes
and the cancelation of $65,000,000, as
provided above, the right to issue na-
tional bank notes without security
shall be open to national banks that
have mnot undertaken to ‘- redeem
United States notes, upon the terms
provided in section 2, except that
they must pay upon the first 20 per
cent. a semi-annual tax of five-
eighths instead of one-eighth of one
per cent. )

Section 5. All banks issuing nation-
al bank notes are required to deposit
in the treasury of the United States
bonds or gold coin or both, equal to
five per cent. of the notes taken out.

Section 6. The government is to
furnish national bank notes at the
expense of the banks, denominationsto
be ten dollars and multiples thereof.

Section 7. National bank notes are
the first lien on the assets of the is-
suing banks respectively; and they
are to be taken at par by all na-
tional banks, also by the government
except for duties on imports.

Section 8. Circulation of each na-
tional bank is limited to its paid-up
capital.

Section 9. National banks having
notes outstanding under the present
law may deposit lawful money for
their redemption and take out notes
under this act without reference to
the limitations as to amount of
monthly issue under existing law.

Section 10. The secretary of the
treasury is “authorized in his dis-
eretion to deposit all the money of
the United States in excess of $50,-
000,000, except that in the issue and
redemption division of the treas-
ury, in national banks, upon the
condition that said banks shall first
deposit in the United States treas-
ury United States bonds equal in
amount at par to the sum to be so de-
posited,” the banks to pay interest
on the average balances semi-an-

nually, at the rate of one per cent.
per annum. But “such banks shall
not be required to hold any reserve
against such deposits.”

Section 11. All the deposits re-
quired by section 5, all the money
received for taxes on bank note cir-
culation (except as by the act other-
wise appropriated), and all interest
upon deposits of United States funds
with national banks, are to consti-
tute a “guaranty and redemption
fund” for—

(1)the payment of the notes of

banks that fail, these payments to

be recovered, however, from the
assets of the failed banks;

(2) The -cancellation of United

BStates notes indorsed under this

act by the banks, such cancelation

to be made out of accumulations
in the guaranty and redemption
fund in excess of ten per cent of
all national bank notes taken out,
provided that this use of the fund
does mnot reduce it below $5,000,-

000.

Section 12. Out of the guaranty and
redemption fund, also, United States
notes indorsed by banks that fail or
liquidate may be paid, provided this
does not reduce the fund below ten
per cent. of the national bank notes
taken out, nor below $5,000,000.

Section 13. When the United States
gives notice that it desires to redeem
any particular notes indorsed by
banks, no national bank may there-
after pay out such notes, or hold
them in its reserve, but they must
be returned to the treasury for can-
cellation.

Section 14. When all the indorsed
United States notes have been can-
celed, the taxes on bank notes shall
thereafter be one-eighth of one per
cent. per annum upon the circula-
tion, up to 60 per cent. of the cap-
ital of the issuing banks, repectively,
and all accumulations in the “guar-
anty and redemption fund” in ex-
cess of ten per cent. of all national
bank notes taken out shall be paid
into the general fund of the treas-
ury.

Section 15. The “board of control”
may grant 20-year charters to clear-
ing houses with authority, in addi-
tion to the usual functions of clear-
ing houses, to issue certificates for
gold coin deposited with them, such
certificates to be -furnished by the
government at the expense of the
banks, and to be receivable for cus-
toms, taxes and all public dues, and
to be used by national banks as part
of their reserve. It is to be a crime
to allow these certificates to circu-
late unless they are fully covered by
gold coin deposits.

Section 16. The “board of control™
must divide the country into clear-
ing house districts, with one clear-
ing house city in each, for the re-
demption of national bank notes,
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and any bank taking out circulation
must belong to one of these districts,
and its notes must bear its distinctive
number; but it may have an agency
of its own in each district for the
redemption of its notes.

Section 17. National bank notes
must be redeemed by the issuing
bank in gold coin on demand.

Section 18. When one bank receives
notes of another located outside of
its own district, it must not pay them
out unless the issuing bank has a re-
demption agency in that district, but
must forward them to some bank
in the distriet o which the notes be-
long, or to the clearing house or to
some bank located in the clearing
house city of its own district, and
then they must be returned to the
issuing bank or to the clearing house
or to some bank in the clearing house
city of the district of the issuing
bank.

Section 19. From and after July 1,
1907, all national bank notes secured
by United States bonds and being re-
deemed by the treasury department
shall be redeemed only at clearing
houses or at national banks in clear-
ing house cities and the United States
ghall no longer be responsible for re-
demption except in case of failed
banks.

Section 20. Amends the existing law
so as to enable every national bank in
fixing its location, to name “the places
where its banking operations are to
be carried on, designating the partic-
ular villages, towns, cities, counties,
states, territories, districts, posses-
sions and foreign countries,” but
makes it & condition of establishing
“branches in the possessions of the
United States and in foreign coun-
tries,” that the bank soliciting this
privilege of ‘“the board of control”
must have a paid up capital of not less
than $5,000,000.

Section 21. Every national bank
must have an agency for the redemp-
tion of its notes in gold coin in the
clearing house city of every clearing
house district in which it has a
branch.

Section 22. The secretary of the
treasury is authorized, in his discre-
tion, to coin all the silver bullion in
the treasury, and to recoin silver dol-
lars into subsidiary coins. He is for-
bidden to deliver any bank note in de-
nomimations lower than twenty dol-
lars, and any silver certiflcates in de-
nominations higher than five dollars;
and he must substitute silver certifi-
cates of five dollars or less for out-
standing ones of higher denomina-
tions. He is required also to keep a
fund in gold coin equal to five per cent.
of outstanding silver dollars, and in
order “to maintain at all times at
parity with gold the standard silver
dollars of the United States,” he is
“required, at the demand of the hold-
er, to exchange gold coin for stand-

ard silver dollars when presented to
the treasury of the United States in
sums of $100 or any multiple thereof.”
To do this he may use the gold re-
serve, holding the redeemed silver
dollars as United States notes re-
deemed in gold are now held.

Section 23. The powers of the
comptroller of the currency and the
treasurer regarding national bank
notes are extended to the board of
control. .

Section 24.
laws.

Repeals inconsistent

So the sum and substance of the
Fowler bill is this: :

By sections 2, 3, 4, 13 and 14, the
greenback circulation, now amount-
ing to $346,000,000, and fixed by law
at that minimum, is to be gradually
but speedily called in and cancelled.

Bysection22silver is to be divested
of its legal tender quality and trans-
formed into a government obligation
redeemable in gold.

By sections 2 to 9 and 17, the con-
sequent contraction of legal tender,
by an aggregate amount of $850,-
000,000, is to be loosened by means
of national bank notes; to give na-
tional credit to these notes they are
not only to be a first lien on the assets
of the issuing banks, respectively,
but their redemption in gold is to be
insured by a national “guaranty and
redemption fund,” made up of in-
surance premiums paid by the banks
andadministered by the government;
they are to be receivable by all na-
tional banks, and by the government
itself except for duties; the banks
may take them out in their own dis-
cretion, subject to a moderate tax,
at the annual rate of not more than
ten Eer cent. of their paid up capital
to the limit of 60 per cent. of that
capital; the taking out of 40 per
cent. more is to be subject to heavier
taxation and the approval in each
case of a government “board of con-
trol,” which may grant the privilege
to some banks while denying it to
others; and they are to be always re-
deemable by the banks on demand in
gold.

By section 10, nearly all govern-
ment moneys would be deposited in
national banks selected by the sec-
retary of the treasury, and those
banks be thereby made financial
agents of the government after the
manner of the old United States
bank, except that the national banks
would give security and pay one per
cent. interest.

By sections 15, 16 and 23, the
board of control, which would gov-
ern the national banking system, is

to charter clearing houses interlock-
ing the whole system, and these
clearing houses may issue certifi-
cates of actual gold deposits, dollar
for dollar, the certificates to be a full
legal tender for all government dues.

By section 20 any of the banks in
this interlocked system of national
banks may establish branches wher-
ever they please, subject to the ap-
proval of tﬁe government board, ex-
ce%t that none will be allowed to es-
tablish branches in foreign coun-
tries or in American “possessions”
unless it has a paid up capital of not
less than $5,000,000.

There are, therefore, three gen-
eral characteristies to this revolu-
tionary bill. It reestablishes in prin-
ciple the old United States bank, of
unsavory memory; it reduces legal
tender to gold coin; and it farms out
the currency issuing function of the
Federal government to financial cor-
porations.

IIL

The contest over the United
States Bank, which the Fowler bill
virtually revives, began with the
first Congress, upon a proposition
by Alexander Hamilton to establish
a national bank as the financial agent.
of the government. The issue
turned upon the constitutionality of
the measure. The strict con-
structionists argued that even if
such a bank would be a convenient
appendage to the government, it was
not necessary and consequently
could not be constitutionally char-
tered by Congress. The loose con-
structionists contended, on the oth-
er hand, that the power to legislate
for the collection of revenues car-
ried with it the power to charter a
bank for aiding in that purpose.
This argument prevailed in a Con-
gress with loose comstruction ten-
dencies, as it did with President
Washington, who inclined in the
same direction. So both Houses
passed and the President signed a
bill chartering the Bank of the
United States for 20 years.

This institution, the financisl
agent of the United States, acquired
so much power that it was able al-
most to sway Congress when its
charter was about to expire. The
Congress of 1810-11 was no longer
Federalist, but strongly Republican
(now known as Democratic), yet it
came within an ace of acceding to
the arrogant demands of the bank
for an extension of its charter
The bank succeeded so far 8
to secure a favorable report
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from the committees in both houses,
an@ was defeated in the low-
er House by only one vote and in
the Senate by the casting vote of
Vice President Clinton. Having
failed to secure a renewal of its char-
ter, it wound up its affairs and
passed into history without hav-
ing justified its existence otherwise
than by nearly subjecting the Unit-
ed States to the dominion of a huge
financial monopoly even at that
early day. But the financial inter-
ests did not despair. They were
soon at work striving to get a charter
for a new bank of the same danger-
ous character.

In this the war of 1812 efficiently
aided them. The British had cap-
tured Washington and thrown the
whole country into a panic of fear;
while the national treasury, in need
of extraordinary funds for the prose-
cution of the war, was literally bank-
rupt. In these circumstances,a peti-
tion for the establishment of a Unit-

. ed States bank to regulate the cur-
rency and assist the government in
its financial straits was favorably
received, and at the session of 1815-
16 the second Bank of the United
States was chartered for 20 years.

It was over the question of extend-
ing this charter that the historic con-
test between Jackson and the money
mongers of his day occurred. Jack-
son realized the tightening grip
which this monopoly bank was get-
ting upon the commercial interests
and the political institutions of the
country; and in his first message,
that of 1829, he opened war upon it.
The fight thus begun was long and
bitter, and the history of it is in-
tensely interesting. It is one of the
landmarks of American progress.

In his message of 1831-32 Jackson
attacked the bank again, and now
the financial ring knew that it
must fight for its life. It according-
ly assumed the offensive and applied
that winter, four years before the
expiration of its charter, for a re-
newal.

So completely was Congress un-
der the coercive power of this
money monopoly of the 30’s, that it
promptly granted the demand for an
extension. But Jackson vetoed the
bill, and powerful as the bank ring
had become, it was not powerful
enough to force Congress to override
the veto,

Jackson then proposed the sale of

he government stock in the

bank and the cessation of gov-
ernment deposits. His proposition
was defeated in both Houses, and the
bank question went to the people.
Being triumphantly reelected, Jack-
son rightly regarding that as a pop-
ular endorsement of his anti-bank
policy, justifying him in refusing to
make further government deposits
in the bank. This he did, and the
bank retaliated by calling in its
loans.

Jackson was censured for his ac-
tion by the Senate at the session of
1833-34; but the House committee
reported in his favor and the House
tabled the Senate’s resolution of cen-
sure. This virtually ended the
fight, for it was now evident that
the bank charter would not be ex-
tended. The second United States
bank, therefore, went out of exist-
ence in 1836, after demonstrating,
like its predecessor though more
dramatically, how dangerous to pop-
ular government such an institution
can become.

An attempt to revive it was made
in 1841. Congress actually passed
a bill incorporating the Fiscal Bank
of the United States, but President
Tyler vetoed the bill, and its pro-
moters were not strong enough to
override his veto. Since then the
government has maintained the in-
dependent treasury system, with
sub-treasuries at different financial
centers.

But now the old TUnited States
bank scheme for manipulating the
finances and making the govern-
ment the very obedient servant of
a powerful financial trust revives in
the Fowler bill. )

Under the Fowler bill it would not
be one bank with government di-
rectors and branches scattered over
the country. It would be worse.
With a combination of banks having
branches at the remotest points,
governed by a government “board of
control,” which in turn would be
governed by a banking ring with
the power of making and unmaking
personal fortunes and political ca-
reers, the Fowler system would be as
much worse than the old United
States Bank system as the banking
capital at the command of the one
would be greater than that at the
command of the other.

In the Fowler report an able ar-
gument is made for free banking.
In the main it is an argument that
we are in no wise inclined to reject.
If men were to be left free to estab-

lish banks as they wish, with no more
interference than may be necessary
to prevent fraud; if they were to be
free to issue their notes to whomso-
ever would take them; if they were
to be free to establish branches
wherever they chose, simply as gro-
cers are free to establish branch
stores—if that were the purpose and
were to be the effect of the Fowler
bill, it might be hailed as another
step in the direction of economic
liberty. But that is not the purpose
and that would not be the effect.
The report implies it, but it is not
true. The purpose and effect is not
to establish free competitive bank-
ing, but in the name of free competi-
tive hanking to establish govern-
ment fostered banks in private
hands. These banks, which could
be and would be managed as one
by orders from headquarters, are tc
be backed by government prestige,
yet controlled by private interests—
and by private interests, at that,
which not infrequently flourish best
upon public disaster.

IvV.

One of the privileges which the
Fowler bill would confer upon this
aggregation of banks is the govern-
ment function of providing a na-
tional currency.

When we call this a government
function we do not mean that indi-
viduals or banks ought not to be al-
lowed to issue their own notes freely
on their own credit, nor that thewr
notes ought to be prohibited from
passing as currency among people
who knowingly and willingly accept
them as such. On that point our
views are quite to the contrary.
What we do mean to say is that while
every one should be free to issue his
own notes on his own credit, no indi-
vidual and no bank should be al-
lowed to issue notes on government
credit. If government credit is nec-
essary to the flotation of currency,
then it is the function of government
to use that credit itself. TUnder no
circumstances should it be farmed
out either to individuals or banks.
When it is so farmed out the seeds
of a vicious monopoly are sown.

In the Fowler bill this principle is
tacitly recognized, and the difficulty
is met by a pretense that the gov-
ernment is not farming out its credit,
but is merely administering an in-
surance fund maintained by the
banks for the security of their notes.
That is a subterfuge. But if the
distinction were substantial, the re-
ply would be that it is not a-govern-
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ment function to go into the busi-
ness of administering guarantee
funds for insuring private credit.
If free banking were really intend-
ed, the banks would be left to in-
sure their own credit, either by a
mutual arrangement or in insurance
companies. .
The unconcealed object of the
government guarantee fund is to
associate government credit with
the bank notes in the public mind,
and thereby give them the peculiar
advantage which attaches to popular
confidence in government money.

v

As to the other feature of the
Fowler bill, the terrific contraction
of the volume of legal tender, the
dangerous character of the proposed
revolution is even more obvious.

In ordinary times the currency of
the country would consist (see sec-
tion 22 of the bill) of stray gold
coins, of fugitive silver dollars, of
fractional silver coinage, of clearing
house gold certificates in denomina-
tions of $20 and upward, of govern-
ment silver certificates in denomina-
tions of $5 and less, and of national
bank notes of $10 and upwards. But
only gold coin would be legal tender,
and every pennyworth of all this
currency, save only the stray gold
pieces, would be redeemable upon
demand in nothing but gold. All
past due debts, moreover, would be
payable in gold at any moment at the
option of the creditor.

If there were no laws for the fore-
ible collection of debts, this would
make no difference. Legal tenders
derive all their importance from the
laws for enforcing payment. If all
debts were debts of honor, like gam-
blers’ debts, then honor would work
both ways, and suspension of pay-
ment, or resort to an unusual medi-
um of final redemption when the
ordinary medium was not gen-
erally available, would be no
dishonor. On the contrary, it would
be regarded as dishonorable to in-
sist upon the ordinary medium when
it was extraordinarily scarce. But
with laws for the forcible collection
of debt, scarcity of legal tenders
raises havoc with debtors. It is not
the volume of currency with refer-
ence to trade, but the volume
of legal tender with reference to laws
for the collection of debt, that makes
the gist of the money question.

With debt collection laws in force,
the imagination shrinks from con-

templating the possible effect of the
cancellation of all legal tender but
gold, which the Fowler bill pro-
poses. But think for a moment of
what that effect would be in times
of financial stress, when banks run to
cover by “suspending specie pay-
ment,” in other words, defying the
law for the collection of debts—or
when a stringency might be profit-
able to a powerful banking ring.

This blundering or worse than
blundering bankers’ measure, pro-
poses on . the one hand to build
up mountains of debt, payable in
legal tender whenever so required
by the creditor, and on the other
hand to diminish the volume of legal
tender to the lowest known mini-
mum. The government must pay
its bonds in gold; it must pay its sil-
ver currency in gold; it must pay
its greenbacks in gold; the banks
must pay their notes in gold; their
customers must meet their ob-
ligations in gold; ‘the increas-
ing mass of public debt—state, coun-
ty, city, township, school district and
all—must be met in gold as it ma-
tures if gold happens to be in de-
mand; the great load of corporate
debt—railroads, street cars, lighting
companies, and so on and on—must
be paid in gold as it matures, if the
creditor requires it; and' private
mortgage debts must also be paidin
gold if exacted. For all this crush-
ing burden of legally enforceable
obligations there is to be only one
legal tender, and thatis gold.

VI.

The Fowler bill may be an illus-
trious example of sound financial sci-
ence, but it looks more like a despic-
ible example of the kind of financial
science that the unsophisticated
learn from experience of “Hungry
Joes.” It would pile up legal debts
while cutting down legal tender, it
would farm out the currency func-
tion of the government to a banking
ring, and it would reestablish the old
United States bank system which
Jackson overthrew in a struggle to
determine whether the government
should abolish the bank or the bank
own the government.

Yet this pernicious bill will be en-
acted if a Republican ora “reorganiz-
ing” Democratic Congress is elected
in the Fall. It keeps alive the es-
sential issue of which the silver
coinage question was only one mani-
festation. It is a new phase of the
vicious finemcial principle which the
Chicago and the Kansas City plat-
forms condemned.

NEWS

A general convention of coal min-
ers . 231) met at Indian-
apolis on the 17th. This convention
was assembled with a view to extend-
ing the anthracite coal strike, now in
progress throughout the anthracite
region, to all the coal mines of the
country. A call by five districts of
the United Mine Workers of Amer-
ica was necessary to authorize the
convention, and that had been se-
cured in May. Three of the districts
joining in the call were those into
which the anthracite region is di-
vided, the fourth was a Michigan
and the fifth a West Virginia dis-
trict. The convention was accord-
ingly ordered by President Mitchell,
and met as already stated, on the
17th. There were 900 delegates in
attendance.

President Mitchell opened the pro-
ceedings with an address in which
he opposed a general strike. He
placed his opposition on two
grounds: first, that sympathetic
strikes on a large scale never succeed;
and, second, that the soft coal miners
are under contract with their em-
ployers and that labor union ‘“con-
tracts mutually made should during
their life be kept inviolate.”” Instead
of a general strike in support of the
anthracite strikers he urged the con-
vention to appropriate $50,000, to

‘| appeal to local unions to donate as

much as they can afford, to levy an
assessment upon all members and
also upon the officers of the organi-
zations, to appeal to American trade
unions and the general public for
financial assistance, and to issue an
address to the American people.

Debate began upon Mr. Mitchell’s
planonthe17thand continued on the
18th, when the subject was referred
to a committee consisting of Presi-
dent Mitchell, Vice President Lewis,
Secretary Wilson and the president
of each district. On the 19th this
committee recommended and the
convention adopted the following
plan, substantially the same as that
proposed by President Mitchell in
his epeech:

1. That the national secretary-treas-
urer be authorized to appropriate $30,-
000 from the funds of the national

‘treasury for the benefit of the districts
one, seven and nine (the anthracitedis-
tricts).

2. That all districts and subdistricts
and local unions be asked to donate
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whatever they can afford for the sup-
port of the strike.

3. That an assessment of 10 per cent.
be levied on the earnings of members
of the unions Nos. 6, 8, 12, 13, 19, 23 and
- 25, and that an assessment of 1 per
cent. a week be made of the members
of districts Nos. 2, 5, 11, 14, 15, 16, 20
and 27. This assessment is not to be
made against members of unions now
on strike, but in such cases the assess-
ments are to commence when the
strikes are over, the manner of this
being arranged by the unioms.

4. The assessment to be paid direct
by the local unions to Secretary-Treas-
urer Wilson.

5. That 25 per cent. be deducted from
the salaries of all national district of-
ficers and organizers.

6. That the assessments begin from
July 16.

7 That all contributions made by
the national organization be distrib-
uted pro rata to the anthracite dis-
tricts, as shown by the last coal re-
ports.

8. That each local union be request-
ed to aid as far as possible in securing
work for men now on strike. In this
connection the good offices of the
American Federation of Labor will be
requested. '

9. That an address be submitted to
the American people.

The address, which was adopted by
the convention before its final ad-
journment on the 19th, is a succinct
statement of the case for the striking
anthracite miners and an appeal to
“every trades union and trades union-
ist, to every citizen whose interests
are involved, and to every lover of
fair play to assist in raising $1,000,-
000 a month from outside sources as
long as the strike may last.”

Publication has just been made by
the authorities at Washington of the
verdict in the Glenn court-martial
trial (p. 71) in the Philippines. Maj.
Glenn’s offense consisted (p. 25) in
ordering the use of the so-called
“water-cure” for the purpose of ex-
torting information. The court-mar-
tial was originally ordered by the
President to sit in San Francisco,
but it was afterwards allowed to sit
at Manila. According to the evi-
dence, upon which the President
acted, drawn out before the Senate
Philippines committee, one instance
of the use of the ‘“water-cure” by
Maj. Glenn was upon the person of
the presidente of the town of Igba-
ras, Tloilo, on the 27th of November,
1900. The object of the torture was
to extort information. It was twice
applied. The first time the water
from a 100-gallon tank was turned

into the victim’s mouth, he lying
rostrate and his mouth being forci-
Ely held open, until he gave the de-
sired information. The second time
a syringe was inserted in his mouth
and another in his nose, the two syr-
inges taking water from a five-gallon
can. With the man held down upon
his back streams of water were in
this manner pumped into him, and
to make the torture more effective
salt was thrown into the water. Not
only was this torture inflicted under
Maj. Glenn’s orders, but also under
his orders the town of Igbaras, a
place of about 10,000 inhabitants,
was burned to the ground. Such was
the testimony before the Senate com-
mittee. Maj. Glenn is convicted by
the court-martial, which fixes his
punishment at $50 fine and one
month’s suspension from duty.

Regarding the humanity of the
“water-cure” method of securing in-
formation in an enemy’s country, and
the extensiveness of its use by the
American army in the Philippines,
Col. Stephen W. Groesbeck, U. S.
A., formerly judge advocate of the
division of the Philippines, who ar-
rived in San Francisco from Manila
on the 20th, gave out & newspaper
interview upon his arrival at San
Francisco, in which he is reported
as saying that he believed “the
‘water-cure,” as practiced by the
American army in the Philippines,
to be the most humane method of
obtaining information that is known
to modern warfare.” He added that
it had been abused only by young
officers, overzealous and inexperi-
enced in their work.

An official statement of the ag-
gregate casualties suffered by the
American army in subjugating the
people of the Philippines, the first
full official report yet made, was pub-
lished by the war department on the
23d. Tt covers the period from Feb-
ruary 4, 1899, when actual fighting
began, to April 30, 1902, the date
adopted hy the war department as
marking the end of organized resist-
ance. The statement is in substance
as follows:

Killed or died of wounds:

Officers ..oveeivennnnnes 69

Men .. vivevennenannnnn 936 1,005
Died of disease:

Officers ...ccvveeencnns 47

D" -3 + 2,535 2,582
Died from accidents:

Officers cccvveeeneennens [

Men ciiiiiniiiiianninas 125 131

249
Drowned:
Officers coeeeeeocasccnes 6
Men .ioveenncniacaacnns 257 263
Suicides:
Officers ..oceveieenenns 10
Men cciiciennennrocanes 72 82
Murdered:
Officers cooveenenacscnns 1
Men ..oooeeencconcnncne 91 92 .
Total deaths ........ 4,155
Wounded:
OffiCerS.cccaccaseassans 190
B (3 SR 2,707 2,897
Total casualties ..... 7,052
Aggregate troops in the service:
Officers ..ceeceeee 4,135
MeEN ..coaesecacscns 123,803 127,938
Average of troops in
the service by ‘
months cooveeeeceans 40,000

The war department estimates the
percentage which the number of
killed and wounded bears to the
average strength of the army as 9.7.

In reply to Gov. Taft’s final com-
munication to the papal commission
at Rome, regarding the Friar’s lands
in the Philippines (p. 232), Cardinal
Rampolla, the papal secretary of
state and head of the commission,
wrote Gov. Taft on the 18th assuring
him that the representative of the
Vatican to be sent to Manila will en-
ter into negotiations with the Phil-
ippine authorities on the four points
indicated in the cablegram of Sec-
retary Root. These had been com-
municated by Gov. Taft and were as
follows: to furnish lists (1) of the
property the church authorities are
willing to sell, together with the na-
ture and details of their titles; (2) of
the churches, convents, ete.,, for
which they claim damages in conse-
quence of the occupancy thereof by
United States troops; (3) of
church properties, the formal title
to which was in the Spanish crown at
the time of the cession of the archi-
pelago to the United States; and,
(4) of the various charitable and edu-
cational trusts which the authorities
of the church consider as devolving
upon the church rather than the
state. This reply closed Gov. Taft’s
mission to Rome, and on the 20th
he took his formal official leave of the
pope, departing from Rome for Ma-
nila on the 21st.

Further developments regarding
the decision of the supreme court of
Ohio invalidating the charter of
Cleveland (p.232) place the respon-
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sibility for beginning these proceed-
ings upon Senator Hanna’s faction of
the Republican party, assisted by the
anti-Johnson or Farley Democrats.
The whole story is told at length in
the Cleveland Plain Dealer of the
18th by- C. D. Gibbons, Esq., the
" Cleveland lawyer who instituted the
proceedings. Mr. Gibbons says that
when he was about to begin the pro-
ceedings he met Sheriff Sawyer (an
anti-Johnson Democrat) and—

during the course of our conversation
he asked me why the Republicans did
not do something to check the power
of Mayor Johnson. During that con-
versation I told him that I could not
speak at that time for the Republican
party but that I was planning to begin
proceedings to test the federal plan
law, and if possible to knock out the
board of control and check the growth
of the Johnson machine. He said that
he would assist me in this matter, as
there were a great many anti-Johnson
Democrats in the city of Cleveland who
are very much dissatisfied with the po-
litical career of Mayor Johnson and
stated that he would see one or two
others and meet me-at my office in the
Rose building. A few days later, ac-
companied by W. A. Creech, Sawyer
called at my office and talked over fur-
ther details of the matter and the nec-
essary steps to be taken and the prob-
able cost of the proceedings. They
agreed to assist in paying these ex-
penses. I then proceeded to draw up
the complaint. On the following day
Mr. Van Wye [Gibbons’snominalelient]
and myself in discussing the proceed-
ings decided that it would be advisable
to consult some of the leading Repub-
licans and get their opinion as to the
advisability of bringing the suit. The
matter was presented to United States
Marshal F. M. Chandler, with the re-
quest on our part that he would pre-
sent the matter to Senator Hanna and
see whether or not it met with his ap-
proval and report to me. which he
agreed to do. Two days later Mr. Van
Wye and T met Mr. Chandler and he
told us that the proposition to begin
proceedings of this kind was satisfac-
tory and that it was a good thing po-
litically to do and that he would assist
or see that we secured whatever finan-
cial backing was necessary in the mat-
ter. Money was furnished us by
Creech and Sawyer, and Mr. Van Wye
and I went to Columbus. .

After the brief was filed considerable
interest was manifested by politicians
of both parties as to what effect it
would have upon the power of the city
administration, in case the decision
was adverse to the city. Prominent
among these were Secretary Haas, of
the Republican committee, and ex-
Mayor John H. Farley [Johnson’s im-
mediatepredecessor whose unexpected-
ly suddendisplacement prevented the

surrender of'thelake fronttoarailroad
company—vol. iv,, p. 2]. Ex-Mayor
Farley said that this was something
that ought to have been done before,
as the legality of the law had often
been questioned, and that it was time
to do something to break up the John-
son “ring.” . . . When Senator
Hanna returned from Washington to
attend the wedding of his daughterl
went to his office and had a conversa-
tion with him in which he asked me as
to what the decision would be in my
opinion and what effect the decision
would have upon the city both as to the
board of control and the city council.
I told him that I believed that the de-
cision would be adverse to the city;
that the law would be declared uncon-
stitutional; that the members of the
board of control would be ousted from
office, and that if the entire federal
law was declared unconstitutional it
affected the standing of the council;
and that this decision would require
new legislation. . Senator Han-
na stated to me that he believed that
it was the best thing to do for the in-
terests of the city to have the legality
of the law tested and that it would
be a good thing for the Republican
party.

Senator Hanna denies Gibbons’s
statement. United States Marshal
Chandler refuses either to deny or
affirm.

It is stated from Columbus, with
an air of authority, that an under-
standing has been reached among
the courts of Ohio by which all ouster
orders are to be held in abeyance un-
til the spring elections next year,
before which time, it is expected, the
special session of the legislature will
have provided a new system of mu-
nicipal organization. This leaves the
Cleveland officers elected in April,
1901, to govern the city until the
next municipal election, April, 1903,
and also removes the only excuse for
changing the time of holding muni-
cipal elections from April to Novem-
ber.

Meanwhile the Cleveland city
council has proceeded to remedy the
technical defect in the ordinance for
the new 3-cent fare street railway
which enabled the 5-cent fare com-
panies to secure an injunction (p.
187) against the construction of that
line. Steps were taken for the enact-
ment of new 3-cent fare ordinances

in June, as soon as the injunction.

against the operation of the preced-
ing ordinance was granted, and on
the 15th of July the city council
passed nine of the ordinances unani-
mously and two by a vote of 20 to 2.

Each ordinance calls for a bid for a
separate part of the general route.
The necessary technical conditions
would delay final action for probably
two months. But now all proceed-
ings have been stopped by a tempor-
ary injunction, at the suit of the at-
torney general, restraining the city
council from granting franchises.
The basis of the proceeding is the su-
preme court decision invalidating
the Cleveland charter.

Senator Hanna denies all knowl-
edge of or interest in this proceed-
ing, saying that he learned nothing
of it until it had been reported by the
papers. The lawyer at whose in-
stance the attorney general author-
izes it, insists that he does not rep-
resent the 5-cent fare street car in-
terests, but property interests which
object to ore of the 11 ordinances,
yet refuses to disclose his
clients. Attorney General Sheets
says that when this attorney was so-
liciting his authority, before any re-
ports in the papers, Senator Hanna
dropped in, and upon being told what
they were talking about said:

Well, I am glad somebody has
taken that matter up. That man
[Johnson] ought to be stopped be-
fore he grants a lot more perpetual
franchises and saddles the people
with public contracts good for 1,000
Years or more.

In a letter to the Cleveland Press,
Mayor Johnson declares:

The only important franchises being
considered are the three-cent fare
railroad ordinances. The opponents
of three-cent fare, through the aid
of Attorney General Sheets, without
whose consent the suit could not be
begun, are using the power of that
office to delay three-cent fare in
Cleveland. Attorney General Sheets
has never failed to do the bidding
of the public service corporations
and steam railroad interests of the
state, and the people of Cleveland
may thank him for this latest move
in the interest of five-cent fare and
against three-cent fare. How long
will the voters, whether Republicans
or Democrats, quietly look on at the
compact between certain Republican
leaders and the steam railroads and
public service corporations of the
state, by which every legal technical-
ity is used to stifle competition and
to prevent the payment of a just
share of taxes and to block every move
in the interest of three-cent fare?

When the Cleveland council met
on the 21st a motion to reconsider
the one ordinance at which the legal
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proceedings were professedly aimed
was adopted. 1t was argued in sup-
port of this action that if this one
ordinance were out of the way the
legal proceedings would either have
to be abandoned as to the other ten,
or their real arimus of stopping 3-
cent fare legislation be estab-
lished. All but 8 of the council re-
fused to vote, taking the ground that
the motign to reconsider violated
the injunction, although the head of
the law department advised them
that such action would be in line
with the injunction and not against
it. The vote for reconsideration
therefore, stood 5 to 3.

NEWS NOTES,

—The Earl of Cadogan has re-
signed as lord lieutenant of Ireland.

—The Republican convention of
North Dakota nominated Frank White
for governor on the 23d.

—The precise day for the coronation
of Edward VIIL. (p. 232) has now been
officially set for August9.

—The asphalt companies in the
hands of receivers have arranged to
reorganize as a trust under the laws

of New Jersey with $31,000,000 capi-_

tal.

—The machinists’ demands upon
the western railroads (p. 217) have
been compromised by the “Big Four”
on terms which the machinists re-
gard as a victory for them.

—Gov. Robert M. La Follette was re-
nominated on the 19th by the Repub-
lican convention of Wisconsin (p. 231).
His friends are putting him forward
as the next Republican candidate for
President.

—A threatened railway war between
the New York Central and the Penn-
sylvania railway interests on one
hand, and the Gould railway interests
on the other, was settled on the 18th
by an agreement satisfactory to the
Goulds.

—The Public Ledger, of Philadel-
phia, was sold on the 21st by George
W. Childs Drexel and the Drexel es-
tate to Adolph S. Ochs, the principal
owner of the New York Times, the
Philadelphia Times and the Chatta-
nooga Times. '

—Irish landowners have formed a
combination with a capital of $500,-
000 for protection against the United
Irish league. The prospectus com-
plains that the government has
failed to afford the landowners ade-
quate assistance and says that,
therefore, united effort on their part
is necessary.

—John W. Mackay, the bonanza
millionaire, died in London on the
20th. He was born in Dublin in 1831,
came to New York in 1841, went to

California in 1851, began mining in
1860, bcame part owner of the Com-
stock mines in 1872, and founded the
Commercial Cable company in 1884.
His fortune is estimated at $80,000,-
000.

—After a session of seven days, and
ballotings to the number of 1,437, Har-
vey C. Garber was nominated for Con-
gress on the 16th by the Democrats of
the Fourth Ohio District. Garber is
chairman of the state executive com-
mittee and was supported by the
friends of Mayor Johnson, of Cleve-
land. The contest was the longestand
one of the bitterest in the history of
congressional nominations, and is a
triumph for Johnson over McLean.

—A proposal by Russia for an inter-
national anti-trust conference, ex-
cluding the United States, was discov-
ered by the press on the 19th. Ten
days previously the Russian ambassa-
dor to London had presented to the
British government a note from the
Russian minister of finance, a dupli-
cate of which had been sent toall the
powers that signed for the recent
Brussels sugar convention. The note
proposed that these powers consider
means to protect international com-
merce from artificial depression of
prices.

PRESS OPINIONS,

THE CLEVELAND “RIPPER.”

Pittsburg Post (Dem.), July 21: If the
Republican ¥egislature, governor and the
Hanna corporations in Ohio don’t look out
in their efforts to crush Mayor “Tom"
Johnson, of Cleveland, they will make that
enterprising individual a great pwer in
the legislation and politics of Ohio. They
have just put into operation the greatest
ripper ever known by judicial force, in or-
dering the council of Cleveland out of
office and suspending their powers. To
make matters worse, this was a reform
council, and the only honest one Cleve-
land has had in years. Worse than that,
it was a determined supporter of Mayor
Johnson in his plans to equalize taxation
and regulate the street car lines in the in-
terest of thepeople. Thelegalproceedingsin
Cleveland were inspired by the Republican
attorney general of the state, and Mayor
Johneon in an open letter accuses him of
being in league with the corporation power
of the state to stifle private competition.

Cleveland Recorder (ind.), Juky 21: The
present case has been brought by hirelings
of the old street rallroad companies who
are trying to pose as benefactors of the
people in an attempt to keep sald people
from having three cent fare. In doing
this they are not at all careful about not
bringing the Republican party and its
managers into the controversy. Itis hoped
to line up the party on the side of'special
privilege. It does not take a very smart
man to understand the problem and see
that the whole Idea is to help the street
railroads and other corporations who have
speclal ‘“‘grafts’ in the streets of this city.

Columbus (O.) Press (Dem.), July 2:
The action to tle up the city council of
Cleveland pending the adoption of a code
discloses the ulterior motive of the cor-
poration code carpenters. They do not
care half so much about board plan or fed-
eral plan so long ag no impediments are
put in the code like public ownership or
franchise referendum.

ANTHRACITE COAL STRIKE.

Chicago Record-Herald (ind. Rep.), Juiy
19: In placing its treasury and all the pe-
cuniary and peaceful resources of the or-
ganization at the disposabof the anthracite
strikers, while maintaining their own
agreements inviolate, the United Mine
Workers of America have won a great vic-
tory for the cause of labor in the United
States, which will exercise a vast influ-
ence on public sentiment in regard to the
merits of the struggle in the anthracite
coal flelds.

Commercial ard Financial Chronicle
(Wall st.), July 19: We sald at the break-
ing out of the anthracite coal strike that,
other conditions continuing favorable, a
few hundred: thousand disgruntled men,
in concluding to lay down their tools and
be idle without cause, were not going to
be able to stay in any degree the course of
current prosperity. The correctnesg of
this suggestion has been very clearly dem-
onstrated by events since then, and espe-
cially during recent weeks by the state of.
affairs on the stock exchange.

WISCONSIN POLITICS.

Dubuque (Ia.) Telegraph-Herald (Dem.),
July 21: Gov. La Follette {s more Demo-
cratic than Republican. He stamds for
honesty and purity in politics and legisla-
tion and is bitterly opposed to the dom-
ination of corrupt interests. To his abil-
ity and perseverence, more than to any
other cause is attributable the triumph
of the politiclans who cherish principle
more than office. He broke up the Repub-
lican machine that dominated Wisconsin
politics and {naugurated a reform 'for
equitable taxation and the primary election
law.

La Crosse (Wis.) Dally Press (Rep.), July
18: The so-called ‘“‘stalwarts’ did not bolt
the convention. Gov. La Follette’s chance
of election would be better if they had
done so. They . preserved unsullied
their party standing at the same time that
they went out from convention hall a solid
phalanx of anti-La Follette voters. They
will work for La Follette's defeat at the
polls with redoubled vigor, and they will
work from the vantage greund of an un-
assailable position within the regular or-
ganization of the Republican party. . . .
The next governor of Wisconsin will be
Democrat.

OHIO MUNICIPALITIES.

Buffalo Enquirer (ind.), July 19: In Ohlo
the Republicans, led by Mark Hanna, are
preparing to put in operation one of the
most revolutionary programmes ever at-
tempted in the country, not excepting
Pennsylvania. The supreme court of the
state having declared the federal plan of
municipal government unconstitutional,
Hanna and his assistant politicians pro-
pose to establish in all of the big cities
what i known as the board plan of gov-
ernment, which means that city affairs
shall be conducted by boards appointed
and controlled by the partisan and cor-
poration-owned administration of the
state. Local self-government will be prac-
tically wiped out of existerce in Ohio If
Senator Hanna succeeds in his present
plans.

INCREASE IN WAGES.

Johnstown (Pa.) Democrat (Dem.), July
19: It turns out that the much vaunted
ten per cent. increase in wages by the Unit-
ed States Steel corporation was In the na-
ture of a fake. At all events employes in
the local branch of that monster concern
g0 declare. They say that the advance
was not general and that it was not a ten
per cent. advance at all. On the contrary,
only a comparatively few of the Lorain
Steel company employes received any ad-
vanoce, and those who did get advances got,
not ten per cent., but ten cents. It is sald
that plece hands were entirely overlooked
and that hardly one man in a dozen was
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given a slice of this much boasted pros-
perity.

THE TRUSTS.

The Kansas Commoner (Peo.), July 17:
A Kansas Republican paper announces
that the overwheMning issue in the next
great campaign is likely to be the control
and regulation of trusts. It appears to
us that we not very long since knew of a
Republican campaign in which the key-
note was—‘‘There are no trusts,” and the
motto given out by its great leader, ‘Let
well enough alone.”

Buffalo Enquirer (ind.), July 18: The
trust issue is rapidly crowding the admin-
istration, and with it the Republican party,
into an impossible position. On the one
hand the temporizing president fears the
tremendous tide of public sentiment
aroused by the recent plunderings of the
trusta On the other is the menace of
monopoly to the party hopelessly commit-
ted to it, that if any genuine action shall
ever take the place of feigned attack upon
the trusts, the Republican party need look
for no financial support from monopoly
in future.

MISCELLANY

ALTGELD’'S MONUMENT.
For The Public.

A mighty oak whose giant boughs were
bathed in stormy skies,

Went down; but from its dying shout im-
mortal echoes rise

Thatleap from lips whence Justice speaks,
or tyrant’s victim cries—

From vibrant chords in alien hearts where
martyr Scheepers lies;

From homeless wives and Samar babes,
whose ghastly glazing eyes

Implore the Anglo-S8axon Christ enthroned
in paradise.

Oak-like, the storms unchalned his
strength, Christ-like he Joved the race,

And gave his life that homeless wife and
man with furrowed face

Might have the wage their toil had earned,
and share, in love's own place,

The gifts a Father meant for all the chil-
dren of His Grace.

A sacred spot In hero hearts, his mem'ry’s
statue stands;

His spirit breathed when swords are
sheathed In coming nation’s hands,

‘W1ll gird each soul on honor’s roll for deeds
his day demands,

Who feels the beat of Altgeld’s heart in
fairer new-born lands.

CYRUS SHEPHERD.
Conemaugh, Pa., July 14, 1902.

OVERHEARD IN A STREET CAR.

“Hinnessey, hgve you read the find-
ings in the case of General Smith, of
Samar?

“Oi hov thot, McDougal.

“Do ye think, Hinnessey, the presi-
dent is more sorry for the murther-
ed Filipinos, or that the general give
orders in such ‘intemperate words’?"”

“Go on, McDougal! Can’t ye see
the administration is hurted becase
it has to blame some one fur the very
ting it wanted to have done, and fur
carryin’ out its policy to a natural
and most beautiful conclusion?”

W.A.H.

THAT OLD STEAMSHIP STORY
CORRECTED.

Apropos of the familiar story of
an English scientist who once “dem-
onstrated” that a steamship could
not cross the ocean, and whose lec-
ture in which he made the demon-
stration was brought from London to
New York in the first steamship to
make the voyage, Dr. M. R. Leverson,
of New York, writes:

“The story is told of Dr. Lard-
ner. Forty years ago I asked Mr.
Brereton about it, and he informed
me that what Dr. Lardner had really
said was: ‘There will have to be a
considerable change made in the
form and construction of steam ves-
sels before one could be built of suf-
ficient strength, with capacity to
carry sufficient coal, to enable her
to cross the ocean without calling
at some port to recoal.’

“This statement was amply justi-
fied by the result. The ‘form and
construction’ of the first steam ves-
sels which crossed the Atlantic were
very different from anything known
when Dr. Lardner spoke.”

DESTROYING THE SLUMS.

From “The Faking of an American,” by
Whidden Graham in Whim.

When I came to New York there
were slums at Mulberry Bend. Dirty
slums. Disease breeding slums.
Tenements in which nasty Italians
and Russian Jews lived, because they
couldn't afford to pay rent in better
quarters. Nobody knew how to get
rid of slums. Went to Cooper Union
one night to hear a man named
Henry George talk about the slums.
He said that if the people were al-
lowed to keep the money they
earned, instead of having it stolen
from them by landlords and other
legal robbers, poor people could af-
ford to move into comfortable flats

‘uptown. George evidently very igno-

rant. My plan to get rid of slums
véry simple. Have city buy slums,
tear down tenements and make a
park where they stood. City did so.
Now no slums at Mulberry Bend.
People who used to live there moved,
so now there are slums in Hester
Street, slums on Avenue A, slums at
Hells Kitchen, slums at Little Italy.
More slums than ever. But none at
Mulberry Bend.

NEXT TO THE OLDEST SETTLER.
Ellen Glasgow’s little “red-head
girl,” in “The Battleground,” is a
charming little personage, concerning
whom, as of the youthful Nick Burr,

in “The Voice of the People,” she has
made many felicitous touches of hu-
mor, pathos and insight—being of
quiet preludes, in both cases, to novels
of warfare and politics in Virginia.
Once the little lady seeks out a Negro
witch to conjure her hair black, and
here is the dialogue:

“The child dried her tears and
sprang up. She tied the frog’s skin
tightly in her handkerchief, and start-
ed toward the door; then she hesi-
tated and looked back. ‘Were you
aliveat the flood, Aunt Ailsey?* shepo-
litely inquired.

“‘Des es live e I es now, honey.’

“‘Then you must have seen Noah
and the ark and all the enimals?’

“‘Des es plain es I see you. Marse
Noah? Why, I'se.done wash en i’on
Marse Noah’s shuts twel I 'uz right
stiff in de j’ints. He ain’ never let no-
body flute his frills fur ’im ’cept’n me.
Lawd, Lawd, Marse Peyton’s shuts
warn’ nuthin’ ter Marse Noeh's.’

“Betty’s eyes grew big. ‘I reckon
you're mighty old, Aunt Ailsey—most
as old as God, ain’t you?’

“Aunt Ailsey pondered the question.
‘I ain’ sayin’ dat, honey,” she modestly
replied.

‘“ ‘Then you're certainly as old as the
devil—you must be,” hopefully sug-
gested the little girl.

“The old woman wavered. ‘Well, de
devil, he ain’ never let on his age,’ she
said at last; ‘but w’en I fust lay eyes
on ’im he warn’t no mo’n a brat.’"—
Chicago Chronicle.

BRUTAL DEGENERACY DISGRACE-
FULLY DEFENDED.
For The Public.

How grievously the Republican
party has degenerated during the
past few years, and how corrupting
is the influence of the imperialism
adopted by that party, can be no
more strikingly shown than by sim-
ply quoting from its public record.

BRUTAL DEGENERACY,
The Deadly ParalleL

In his meseage of The Fllipinos in
December, 1897, Mr. 1902, are driven by
McKinley de- soldiers to the hor-
nounced Spain’s pol- rible alternative of
icy in Cuba as a sys~ taking to the thick-
tem of warfare that et or succumbing to
tended “to drive the misery in concen-
Cubang to the hor- tration camps.
rible alternetive of
taking to the thick-
et or succumbing to
misery.”

In the same mes-
sage Mr. McKinley
denounced the ‘‘hor-
rible order of con-
centration” prac-
ticed in Cuba.

The horrible order
of concentration IS
now being enforced
in the Philippines
by our army in or-
der to prevent the
Filipinos from “tak-
ing to the thicket,”
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He referred to the
Spanish commander
‘““whose brutal or-
ders inflamed the
American mind and
shocked the clvil-
ized world.”

In hls message of
April 11, 1888, Mr.
McKinley denounces
the policy whereby
in Cuba ‘‘farms were

the only other alter-
native to prevent
‘“succumbing to mis-
ery.u

The ‘‘water cure”
and other brutal-
ities practiced upon
the Filipinos do not
inflame the minds
of Republicans in
America, but they
shock the civilized
world.

From May, 1900, to
July, 1, 1801, over
5,000 Filipinos were
killed or wounded.
In 1902 Gen. Jake

laild waste, dwell-
ing® unroofed and

Smith issues orders
to make Samar a

burned, mills de- howling wilderness
stroyed and, In and kill all males
short, everything over ten years of

that could desolate
the land and render
it unfit for habita-
tion or support.”

age! No one knows
how many Filipinos
have been killed. Is
it possible to ‘‘make
the land more deso-
late and render it

of all whose better nature has not
been deadened by party fealty. To
what surprising lengths civilized
people will go under the influence of
a party name which once stood for
high ideals is manifest by the dis-
graceful attempts which are made to
defend their party leaders against
absolutely indefensible misconduct.
DISGRACEFUL DEFENSE.

The administration organs and
apologists resort to a defense as
disgraceful, if possible, as is the of-
fense they seek to mitigate. These
men dishonor Abraham Lincoln by
calling themselves Republicans, and
they seek to hide behind the shroud
of Abraham Lincoln by citing in jus-
tification Order No. 100, which he
approved April, 1863. The shameful-
ness of this attempt is exposed by
quoting certain paragraphs of that
order which they are careful not to
reproduce. Compare these para-

Paragraph 15, Or-
der No. 100.—

Men who take up
arms against one
another in public
war do not cease on
this account to be
moral beings respon-
sible to one another
and to God.

publicans to conduct
their. war on the
Filipinos aecording
to modern rules of
civilized warfare.

The Republicans
claim to be in part-
nership with God in
this Philippine af-
fair. Destiny put
them into the is-
lands, and since they
have done their ‘“‘en-
tire duty,” the re-
sponsibility is with
God alone.

Senator Clapp, in a recent speech

Mr. McKinley sald
“this was not civil-
ized warfare, but
extermination’ ¢ ¢ ¢
the only peace it

could beget was the
oeace of the grave.

In his message of
April 11, 1898, Mr.
McKinley proposed
to intervene ‘in the
cause of humanity
and put an end to
the barbarities,
bloodshed, starva-
tion and horrible
miserles now exist-
ing there [in Cuba],
and which the par-
tles to the conflict
are either unwilling
or unable to stop or
wmitigate.”

more unfit for hab-
itation and sup-
port?”

“The peace of the
grave' seems to be
the only hope for

Fillpinos under Re- |

publican adminis-
tration. In one prov-
ince alone the pop-
ulation has been re-
duced from 300,000 to
200,000, 100,000 having
found ‘‘peace in the
grave.”

In April, 1902, Gen.
Miles is sharply re-
buked by Secretary
Root for saying that
the war in the Phil-
ippines was being
conducted with
“marked severity.”
Cruelty was denied,
and official reports
of cruelty sup-
pressed, until the
Democrats in con-
gress unearthed
them. In defense,
the administration
then declared that
over 30 men and
officers were being
tried by court-mar-
tial, but Maj. Wal-
ler, who made Sa-
mar a howling wild-
erness, has been ac-
quitted. It appears
that the administra-
tion is ‘“‘elther un-
wiling or unable to
stop or mitigate the
horrible miseries’”
now existing in the
Philippine islands.

In the foregoing quotations from
Mr. McKinley’s message the prevail-
ing sentiment of the American peo-
ple was expressed. That sentiment

still controls the

hearts and minds

| graphs with the acts sought to be

justified by Lincoln’s order.
The Deadly Parailel.

Paragraph 80, Or-
der No. 100.—

Honorable men,
when captured, will
abstain from giving
the enemy informa-
tion concerning their
own army, and the
modern law of war
permits no longer
the use of any vio-
lence against pris-
oners in order to ex-
tort the desired in-
formation.

Paragraph 16, Or-
der No. 100.—

Military necessity
does not admit of
cruelty ¢ ® ® nor tor-
ture to extort con-
fessions * * * nor of
the wanton devasta-
tlon of a district.

Paragraph 44, Or-
der No. 100.—

All robbery, all
pillage or sacking,
even after taking a
place by main force,
all rape, wounding,
maiming or killing
of such inhabitants,
are prohibited under
penalty of death, or
such other severe
punishment as may
seem adequate for
the gravity of the
offense.

Filipinoswho,
when captured, re-
fuse to give theiren-
emies information,
are not considered
honarable for so do-
ing, but are called
‘“niggers and sav-
ages,” and are sub-
ject to violence to
extort the desired in~-
formation.

.

The ‘‘water cure”
and other forms of
torture and violence
are resorted to as a
military  necessity
to extort confes-
sions as to the loca-
tion of hidden arms,
etc., and Samar was
made a howling wild-
erness by order of
Gen. Smith as a mil-
itary necessity in
the Philippines.

Robbery, plliage,
sacking and rape
have been notorious-
ly common in the
Philippines. In May,
1902, in the senate of
the United States,
Senator Lodge said
that the cruelties
practiced in the
Philippines “were a
source of deep re-
gret. That the sec-
retary of war has
done all he can pos-

sibly do. He has
done his entire
duty.” If this be

true, then it is im-
possible for the Re-

in the Senate in defense of the ad-
ministration and the army, frankly
acknowledged the crimes and mis-
takes of our army in the Philippines,
but declared them to be due entirely
to human nature. For this new ex-
cuse he is greatly praised by the ad-
ministration organs—another con-
fession that the Republican imperial
policy cannot be carried out in ac-
cord with the modern laws of war-
fare as laid down by Lincoln; it is
contrary to human nature.

Such are the confessedly necessary
results of imperialism. The admin-
istration admits that it has court-
martialed more than 350 officers and
men in the Philippines; admits that
it has done its whole duty, and
“deeply regrets” that torture and
devastation reign in spite of all it
can do; admits that it cannot con-
duct its war on the Filipinos suc-
cessfully within the bounds of the
rules of modern warfare.

The Army and Navy Journal says
Gen. Smith’s severe measures were
necessary, and that they were ap-
proved by the administration at
Washington, and that the clamor
about them is “absurd and unreason-
able.” One reason why such sever-
ity was necessary, apparently, arises
from the “perverse” character of
the Filipinos. Even the children ten
years old take up arms for the inde-
pendence of their beloved islands.
Nothing but slaughter, torture and
extermination will work with such
people. But oh, the sickening
thought of it! How long will the
American people stand sponsor for
such horrible work? How long shall
our honorable citizen soldiers be
forced to act like savage brutes?

. When shall this horror of the cen-

tury cease? What is to be gained
by it? The depopulated islands?
A base for trade and naval opera-
tions? The reputation of being a
great military and naval power?
What shall it profit a man if he shall
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gain the whole world and lose his

own soul?
A. B. CHOATE.

IS THE OLD UNITED STATES BANK
TO BE REVIVED? .
A portion of an address delivered by
Judge E. F. Dunne at the Jackson Day
dinner in Chicago, January, 1902,

In 1832 the United States bank
had a virtual monopoly of the banking
industry of the United States. It was
the depository of all government mon-
eys, and the agent of the government
in the payment of pensions. Itschar-
ter, obtained by the most crafty and
adroit financiers of that time, gave
the bank such privileges and advan-
tages that no other bank, or combina-
tion of banks, could successfully com-
pete with it.

When Gen. Jackson was renom-
inated for the presidency, it had so
intrenched itself by the brazen use
of its money and the distribution of
the favors peculiar to large moneyed
monopolies that it had a safe working
majority in both the senate and house
of representatives. It owned or con-
trolled the influential press, and the
ablest and most powerful politicians
of all parties. It could and did com-
mand the eloquence of Calhoun, Clay
and Webster. Its directors and stock-
holders moved in and were leaders of
society, and what is known as the
“better classes” were all in favor of
the recharter of the bank. To oppose
the scheme of the bank was distinctly
unfashionable. Its president, in con-
trast with the president of the United
States, was popularly called “Emper-
or Nicholas,” whom it was confidently
predicted would rescue society from
the reelection of “President Andy.”
In the summer of 1832 the baank, rely-
ing upon all the sinister influences un-
der its control, called upon its toole
in congress, mercenary and otherwise,
and procured the passage in both
houses of a law rechartering the bank
on terms satisfactory to it. But there
was an iron-willed, incorruptible, rude
and unfashionable man in the presi-
dential chair, named Andrew Jackson.
This man did not believe in monopoly
or special privileges, and had a Brutus-
like conception of patriotism. He
promptly vetoed the rechartering law,
and on the issue joined by that veto
between Jackson and the bank, he
went to the country.

On the one side were the great mon-
eyed interests, the powerful press, the
leaders and a great majority of both
houses of congress, and the great
molders of public thought, Clay, Cal-
houn and Webster. On the other side

was the stern, inflexible, iron-willed
Jackson, and the common people of
America. The result was an over-
whelming triumph for Jackson and
the people, and the oventhrow of the
bank and its baleful influences in pub-
lic life.

So complete was the triumph of the
public conscience over official prostitu-
tion and corruption, that no man or
set of men have since had the temer-
ity to advocate the creation’of a bank
with @ monopoly of public revenues,
until the year 1901.

It is now seriously and forcibly
advocated, and that, too, by men who
have the power to coin words into
deeds, and make theories actualities.

Nay, more, I see things occurring
that convince me that the men in pow-
er who have the making of laws with-
in their control, are actually taeking
steps, and taking them with precision
and expedition, to create a great cen-
tral bank, which, by law, shall have
the monopoly of handling and controll-
ing all the funds of the United States,
which, in my judgment, will meke it
the most ebsolute and dangerous mo-
nopoly on earth.

Let me call your attention to a few
things, upon which I base this asser-
tion.

About two months ago the bankers
of this country.had & convention in
Milwaukee. At that convention a rail-
road president, who had been inspired
for the occasion, gently broached the
suggestion for the first time since
Jackson’s triumph, that & great cen-
tral banking monopoly was needed in
America. These are the pregnant
words in President Stickney’s epeech:

A banking system for a great nation like
the United States requires a central bank
with a head in the chief commercial city,
with branches in each of the commercial
centers, which shall constitute the head
and the backbone of the system. This cen-
tral bank should be the Bank of Banks
and the Bank of the Government. The sub-
treasuries should be abolished; the central
Bank should hold the gold reserve of all
the.Banks and of the nation.

The only legislation required is the re-
peal of the sub-treasury laws and of the
provisions of the present national bank
law, which in any manner restrict the
business of swapping credits, and which
prevent banksg from conducting the bank-
ing function in more than one locality.

This is e plain, succinet, unequivo-
cal demand for the abolishment of
the United States sub-treasuries, the
creation of a great central bank; free
of all governmental control, in which
shall be placed, by law, all the cash
and securities of the United States
government. )

The rights and privileges here de-
manded far exceed in importance and

magnitude those contained in the char-
ter of the United States bank, vetoed
by Jackson.

That institution was governed by a
board of directors, five of whom were
selected by. the president of the Unit-
ed States, and in many other respects
the old United States bank was sub-
ject to governmental supervision. Mr.
Stickney’'s modest demand requires the
deposit of all government funds in the
proposed arch-monopoly, while.it shall
be utterly independent of governmen-
tal supervision or inspection.

This delightfully daring proposition
was not made to a gathering of luna-
tics, anarchists, or wild-eyed theoriste,
but to a meeting of supposedly con-
servative bank presidents and captains
of finance, and the proposition ad-
vanced by Mr. Stickney was received
with strong demonstrations of ap-
proval. Present in the room at the
reading of this daring andioriginal pa-
per were the then secretary of the
treasury, Mr. Gage, and an ex-comp-
troller of the treasury, Mr. Eckels.

The first of these gentlemen hold-
ing, from a financial point of view, the
most important office in the United
States, unreservedly approved of Mr.
Stickney’s scheme, in the following
language:

I was pleased to hear that cold, deliber-
ate, ruthless statement of Mr. Stickney.
He got at fundamental truths and funda-
mental principles, and he applied them
with the skill and calmness, and, the kird
indifference of a surgeon amputating a
limb.

How appropriate the simile. Mr.

Stickney’s proposition amounts to the
amputation of the treasury from the
United States government. Secretary
Gage, continuing, then becomes hu-
morous:

He spoke truthful words on behalf of the
great multitude who represent industry,
enterprise, commerce and trade.

Mind you, Mr. Stickney spoke not in
behalf of the men who want to organ-
ize this great arch-monopoly and get
hold of the United Statestreasury, but
on behalf of the “great multitude,”
ete.

After this portion of Mr. Gage’s
speech, I looked for parentheses be-
tween which would be the words “up-
roarious and hilarious laughter,” but
could find none. Strange to say, this
exquisitely humorous passage, worthy
of Mark Twain in his prime, passed
unnoticed among these financial mag-
nates.

The secretary of the treasury thus
flatly commends and approves Mr.
Stickney’s proposition and then hu-
morously, no doubt, declares it is &
proposition devised in the intersets of
“the multitude.”
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Mr. Eckels, now bank president,
formerly comptroller of the treasury,
also commends Mr. Stickney’s proposal
in the following language:

There is undoubtedly much of good in
the suggestion of Mr. Stickney, that there
ought to be some -one institution through
which the fiscal business of this govern-
ment ought to be conducted. . . .

I believe in them (great banks) as I be-
leve in great combinations of capital, be-
ing neither harmful to the people or detri-
mental to any of the political or personal
rights of the people. Even the
United States bank with all its introduc-
tion of political methods, undertaking to
control political interests; with all its
great faults, was never as a fiscal institu-
tion harmful to any business interests of
this country, or detrimental to the rights
of any individual

Mr. Eckels then proceeds to deliver
a panegyric upon the defunct United
States bank, which, when one - re-
members the financial scandals of
the Cleveland administration, is not
to be wondered at.

Not content with his endorsement
of Mr. Stickney's scheme and his
panegyric of the infamous United
States bank, which debauched both
houses of congress and several
members of President Jackson’s cab-
inet, for which it was put to death
and buried by the American people
sixty years ago, Mr. Eckels would
improve upon Mr. Stickney’s daring
scheme, by tagging on to it what he
calls his “asset currency scheme.”

This scheme, as developed by Mr.
Eckels i& the most beautiful, unself-
ish, altruistic conceit' ever devised
by man. It is the simplest and
most perfect scheme of banking
ever originated by a banker—for the
banker. As explained by Mr. Eckels,
the scheme is as follows:

Banking should be allowed to go as un-
hindered as a grocery businese. Banking
should be left to the control of those who
own banks.

This is also the view of Messrs.

Dreyer, Spaulding, Schneider, Mead-
owcraft, and several other eminent
ex-bankers of this city. It is also
the view of railroad presidents in re-
lation. to railroads, of street-car
magnates in relation to street-car
systems, and of pawnhrokers in rela-
tion to pawnbroking.

I would like much to see the degal ten-
der issues of the government, not only im-
prisoned, but canceled and retired.

In other words he would like to
have all government money abol-
ished. In its place he would have
the bank, or banks, “unhindered as a
grocery business,” given “a note is-
suing power which in and of itself
does not depend upon the deposit
with the government of any bonds

o . e

| current some fifty years ago,

for the purpose of securing that cir-
culation.” Now the only security for
the payment of such money, under
Mr. Eckels’ scheme, would be the
property or assets of the bank. What
those assets might be, or what they
might be worth, no one could tell,
because under Mr. Eckels’ airy
scheme of running a bank as omne
would “run a grocery business,”with-
out any restriction or right of in-
spection by the government, the pub-
lic would have no legal right to ex-
amine these assets. They would be
compelled to take the bankers’ own
statement in relation to the value of
the assets of the bank, and we all
know that bankers, like other people,
have been, are, and will continue to
be, both honest and dishonest. Now
all government money being, under
Mr. Eckels’ delightful scheme, ‘“can-
celed and retired,” the only money
left would be the “asset notes” of one
great or many small banks, secured
by no collateral, and being the lia-
bilities of a bank or banks about
whose assets the people would know
nothing, except what the bankers
saw fit to tell them.

Such money the people would have
to take or go without money.

This scheme struck me as daring
and original, but I have been told by
my father that it is an old one re-
juvenated, and that such money was
and
that it was not called “asset curren-
cy,” but “wild cat,” “red dog,” “stump
tail” and other coarse names, and
that the assets behind such currency
were visionary and unstable, a delu-
sion and a snare.

These statements and declarations
of Messrs. Stickney and Gage and
Eckels were all made before a con-
vention of representative bankers,
and were received with commenda-
tion and approval. This shows that
the trend of thought among the
bankers and financiers of the coun-
try, is in the direction of the estab-
lishment of a giant banking monop-
oly, the retirement of government
currency, the abolition of sub-treas-
uries, and the placing of all govern-
ment funds in the vaults of this
giant corporation. More significant
still, is the fact that since the hold-
ing of this bankers’ convention, the
secretary of the treasury, Gage, has re-
signed,andthatitispubliclyannounced
that he is to organize and preside
over a great new bank, so great that
it will be international in character,
and that it has already been desig-
nated as the depository of the Chinese
indemnity.

Contemporaneous with this an-
nouncement the new secretary of the
treasury takes his portfolio after
making public announcement that he
is in accord with all the financial
views of his predecessor, and that he
will carry out the policy of Mr. Gage
unaltered.

Most bankers are Republicans; the
Republican party is in the saddle. It
controls to-day the presidency, both
houses of Congress, and Justice
Brown controls the Supreme Court.
Its secretary of the treasury, just
resigned, wants a central bank mo-
nopoly; its present secretary of the
treasury is in accord with his prede-
cessor; the bankers of the country
want a central bank monopoly; the
organized wealth of the country
wants a central bank monopoly; and
a Republican Congress and Execu-
tive will soon crystallize their wishes
into law.

If the United States bank of 1832
could corrupt and control both
houses of Congress with a capital of
only $50,000,000, what will a new
United States bank be able to do in
1902 with a thousand million capital?
We need another Jackson.

Five acres of land around Char-
ing Cross, London, are held by the
marquis of Salisbury. These acres
were obtained by his ancestors 250
years ago for grazing land at the
modest rate of $2.50 an acre for 500
years. What that little bargain has
been worth to the Cecils it would be
rather difficult to accurately com-
pute.—Chicago Chronicle.

Mother—I am surprised, Ethel, that
you should talk so impertinently to
papa. I'm sure you never heard me
talk that way to him.

Ethel—Waell, you choosed him, and
I didn’t.—Detroit Free Press.

~ BOOK NOTIOES.

DIVISION AND REUNION.

This book, by Dr. Woodrow Willson, first
published (Longmans, Green & Co.) in
1893, has passed through a number of re-
visions and reprints, the latest reprint
being in March of the present year. It
covers the period of United States his-
tory between the years 1829-1889. If a
teacher of American history in a high
school wishes to impress his class with
the fact that there are other parts of
history than wars, and feels the need of
a hand-book for fuller treatment of po-
litical and economic subjects than can
be found in the school text-books, themn
this is just the book for him tobuy. He will
find here clear and dispassionate ac-
counts of the various tariff acts, of the
Tnited States bank and other currency
legislation, of internal improvements, of
party doctrines and campaigns, of the
slavery problem, of secession and recon-
struction. The author, a Southerncr by

—
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A NEIGHBORLY ALARM.

Goldwin Smith—Hold, hold! Stop! Pardon thisintrusion of an outsider, but, my
dear sir, you're losing all your noblest ideals ! !

birth and partly by education, whose
manhood and work have lain in the
North, is peculiarly fitted to write a book
covering this sectional period, and it is
no wonder that his work has been wel-
comed by fair-minded teachers of va-
rious shades of opinion.

Here and there this reader or that
might perhaps wish to reenforce an ar-
gument or shift the emphasis a bit,
For example, the author seems to me to
fail to bring out with quite satisfactory
distinctness what was probably the deep-
est basis of Jackson’s hostility to the
bank. It seems that Jackson was the
first to see clearly the threatening signs
of great aggregations of capital, and
therefore he aimed his blow at the great-
est then existing money power. It must
be remembered that his administration,
as the author so aptly and ably shows,
marks a turning point in our industrial
history. It was the seed-time of great
industries. As Prof. Wilson says: “The
first signs of a day of capitalistic com-
binations and of monopoly on the great
scale began to become visible, and it is
noteworthy that Jackson, with his in-
stinctive dread of the bank monopoly,
was one of the first to perceive them.”
May it not be that his prophetic sight
of the dangers to arise from the general
growth of combinations was the very
cause of ‘‘his Imstinctlve dread” of the
bank? But this illustration may serve
to show the reader how difficult it is to
make any serious, adverse criticism of
the book. Indeed, it would be hard to
name any similar treatise which is so
entirely fair and at the same time so

clear-cut and positive.
J. H. DILLARD.

PERIODICALS.

—In McClure’'s Magazine for July there
is a spirited -account, by Cyrus Town-
send Brady, of ‘‘George Rogers Clark,
and the Great Northwest.” It will prob-
ably be a surprise to many, who know
in a general way of Clark's work, to
learn that his last years were embittered
by poverty, neglect and despair. Dis-
gusted at the way Virginia treated him,

e Is sald to have broken the sword
which had been presented to him by the
state. In the same number Charles

Francis Saunders, who is also the au-
thor of the poem in the current Harper
entitled “The Old Home,” has a brief
poem which is worth quoting:

Keep, Lord, Thy child in poverty
If wealth must dim his eyes

To the beauties of Thy pictured earth,
To the glory of Thy skies.

And in Thy mercy send defeat
If ‘victory’'s fruit must be
Indifference to his neighbor’'s need—
If victory cost him Thee!.

It is pleasant to find the magazines
willing to publish such poems, which
are both simple in words and clear in
meaning. The editors have seemed dur-
ing the past decade to be passing
through a cult that considered poetry
to consist of concealed vagueness. It
is true that a true note of the ‘best po-
etry 1is suggestion. that is, the power
of projecting the reader's mind beyond
the mere words, but it is also_true that
the words chosen must aid and not con-
ceal the thought, and that the very com-
pression of language in poetry is for
strength and not for perplexity:.I H D

THE POLITICAL CAMPAIGN.

With the golltlcal campaign now open-
ing, in which important questions of gov-
ernment, both political and economic, are
at stake, we follow our usual custom of
effering The Public at a reduced rate for the
campaign, with the view of extending its
influence and promoting its circulation. We
will therefore receive

CAMPAIGN SUBSCRIPTIONS

from bona fidle NEW SUBSCRIBERS from
now on, to and including the issue of No-
vember 8, next, for

FIFTY CENTS.

This price is cons{derably below the reg-
ular terms, but we have found thata large
proportion of campalin gubscribers, be-
coming acquainted with and friends of the
paper in that way, become regular sub-
scribers, which makes {t worth our while
to encourage campeaign subscriptions.
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