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Gov. Yates, .having signed the
Mueller bill (p. 51) authorizing mu-
nicipal ownership and operation of
street cars, that measure is now a
law in Illinois.

In his message of approval, the
Governor enumerated many objec-
tions to this measure, some of which
are of little or no importance. But
many of his objections are very im-
portant indeed. So much so that
his assurance is a welcome one, that
if the city council of Chicago under-
takes to misuse the power conferred
upon it by the measure, he will at
once call the legislature together in
special session to protect the.people.
The Governor is to be commended
for hiz voluminous presentation of
objections to the bill as an imper-
fect measure, which it certainly is.
He is, at the same time, paradoxical
a: it may seem, to be commended
for signing it with all its imperfec-
tions; for even an imperfect measure
recognizing the principle of munic-
ipal ownership and operation is bet-
ter than none.

The essential objection to the
Mueller bill is that it reposes in the
¢ity council unrestrained authority
over matters in which the traction
companies are most vitally concern-
¢d. The referendum is put into a
trait-jacket, and the initiative
has been excluded with marked pre-
meditation and deliberation. But
for this, the objection that too much
discretionary power is conferred upon
the city would be invalid. Too
much power over the regulation of its
local affairs cannot be conferred upon

the city. But too much can be con-
ferred upon agents of the city; and
the Mueller law offends in this respect
when it invests the city council with
so much power, while carefully cut-
ting off in important directions all
opportunity for the effective use of
the popular mandate.

The plain truth about the matter
is not far to seek. Under pretense of
procuring a municipal ownership law,
certain influential interests in Chi-
cago, firmly opposed to municipal
ownership and designing to postpone
it indefinitely, had altogether too
much to say in shaping the Muel-
ler bill. While assenting to the au-
thorization of municipal ownership
in general terms, they so manipu-
lated the details of the measure
as to enable either a corrupt council,
or a council dominated by “good
citizens” with valuable financial in-
terests, to head off the municipal-
ownership movement in spite of
popular demand for it.

This is evident enough now, as the
financial interests and their repre-
sentatives in the city council set up
a demand for an immediate and final
settlement of the traction question
by the council without reference to
the people. Mavor Harrison’s an-
nouncement that he will veto any
franchize ordinance that does not
provide for a referendum (modified
somewhat in later interviews), has
excited in certain quarters warm ex-
pressions of a very significant im-
patience. It is conceivable, of course,
that the council may grant short
franchise extensions, positively ter-
minating at their expiration, in con-
sideration of the waiver by the trac-
tion companies of their preposterous
99-vear franchise. Such extensions,
say for § or 10 years, might properly
be made without a referendum, sim-

ply as a matter of compromise with
the compamies. But it is not this
kind of franchise extension that our
influential financial interests are imn-
patient to make. They are endeavor-
ing to settle the traction question for
good and all, by a snap franchise
which would leave the city no freer
to deal at discretion with the subject
—if, indeed, as free—at its expira-
tion than mow. In view of that evi-
dent purpose, Mayor Harrison should
be encouraged to stand by his dec-
laraticn regarding a referendum.

So much has been published over
the country about the purification of
the Chicago city council by the Mu-
nicipal Voters’ league, that these ex-
pressicis of distrust of the council
may need a word of explanation. The
Municipal Voters’ league has, it is
quite true, very completely purged
the Chicago couneil of vulgar corrup-
tionists. It may be said with reason-
able confidence that no one could
now bribe a “graft” measure
through the council in the raw fash-
ion which prevailed before the Mu-
nicipal Voters’ league began its work.
But there is a species of venality
which such organizations as the Vor-
ers’ league cannot reach. It has its
roots in the natural affiliation of
financial interests, and the tendency
of “gond men” in office to serve those
interests regardless of the interests
of the pcople as a whole. It is with
such men that the Municipal Voters’
league has loaded down the Chicago
council, in its laudable and success-
ful effort to purge that body of dis-
reputable corruptionists. What the
people of Chicago have now to meet,
therefore, under the Mueller law, is
the bad tendency of “good” council-
men to conserve oppressive corpora-
tion interests while incidentally pro-
moting profitable real estate invest-
ments.
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Now that President Roosevelt has
got beyvond the reach of the brother
of the assassin of McKinley, it may be
no longer lese majeste to note and
comment upon the action of the au-
thorities in southern California
with reference to this unfortunate
man. John Czoligosz is ndt known to
have committed any crime. Nothing
is known against him except that his
father and mother were also the
father and mother of the Czolgosz
who killed McKinley. He is an
American by birth, by education, by
association, and by continuous res-
idence. Yet, he was arrested. when
President Roosevelt came into Cali-

fornia, not for any crime he had com- |
mitted or was suspected of intending

to commit, but solely as a “precau-
ticnary measure” for the protection
of the President. The only differ-
ence between this sort of thing and
what they used to do in France just
before the great revolution is in the
number of victims. When the police
can arrest American citizens without
ary other cause than that a dead
brother was once a criminal, and sim-

ply as a “precautionary measure,” it

is evident that we are getting peril-
ou:ly near to a state of affairs calcu-
lated not to suppress anarchy but to
preduce it.

A curious petition for relief has
been addressed to President Roose-
velt, It is a bitter plaint from man-
ufacturers of agricultural imple-
ments, and is curious because it reads
¢o much like a trade union “tirade”
or a “calamity howler’s” speech. Ac-
cording to this petition, the great
trusts on which the petiticners are
dependent for materials, are using
these manufacturers as errand boys
to collect. trust prices of farmers and
turn over the proceeds to the trusts.
They are able to keep none of the
high profits for themselves. Itseems,
however, that one farm implement.
manufacturing concern has been
able to circumvent the trusts,and the
way in which it has done so is instrue-
tive. It has made its raw materials
secure by providing them for itself.

To that end it has purchased mills,
factories, furnaces, etc. Butitsman-
agers have realized that this would
not tobe enough. Producing plants do
not yield raw material. To be quite
out of the reach of trustdictation, you
must get closer to the earth than that.
And so thought the,agricultural im-
plement concern which circumvent-
ed the trusts, for it also bought tim-
ber lands and iron mines. For this
reason it is now able to boast that it
is no longer dependent upon any
trust for its raw materials. The.other
agricultural implement manufactur-
ers are unhappy calamify howlers
who know not how prosperous are
these very prosperous times. But
they have done a wise thing. By ap-
pealing to Mr. Roosevelt théy are
certain either to get prosperity out of
his bountiful horn of plenty, or to
learn that they are missingit because
they are incapables.

And now it transpires that the
whole of Gen. Miles’s report on con-
ditiong in the Philippines (pp.
49, 56), has not been published. The
same policy of suppression and falsi-
fication that has prevailed from the
beginning over the Philippine busi-
ness is maintained to the last. A
garbled report was published by the
press after two months of total sup-
pression; but whenever Herbert
Welsh has applied for a copy of the
report itself he has been told, first,
that the report is not published, and
second, that it is an inspector’s re-
port, and therefore confidential.
There is a particularly ripe flavor
about the excuse that a report of the
commanding general of the army is
an “inspector’s” report; and, besides,
this excuse has been removed by the
garbled publication. XNo legitimate
reason remains for suppression. It is
a sensible suggestion, therefore, that
Mr. Welsh (whose record entitles
his suggestions to respectful consid-
eration) makes when he proposes
that the proper authorities be bom-
barded with courteous letters asking
for a full copy of Miles’s report. Such
letters ought to be addressed to the

President, to Hon. Elihu Root, sec-
retary of war; to Adjutant General
H. C. Corbin, to Judge Advocate
General George B. Davis, to Assist-
ant Adjutant General W. P. Hall, and
to Assistant Adjutant General Wil-
liam Ennis. As Mr. Welsh truly
says, “either the hidden and sup-
pressed report will at last see. the light
in response to popular demand, or
the ominous fact will be demon-
strated that the people of the coun-
try do not wizh to meet intelligently
and fairly a grave responsibility rest-
ing upon them.” '

The astonishing action of Post-
master General Payne, with refer-
ence to the revelations of a former
cashier in the Washington city post
office, need excite no wonder.
Neither need anyone be at the fond
trouble of imagining that the Presi-
dent will rebuke the postal member
of his cabinet in his effort to suppress
exposure of postal corruption.
The Postmaster General is protecting
the honor of the service in one de-
partment, precisely as the Secretary
of War is protecting it in another.
If President Roosevelt supports Mr.
Root in guarding the “honor of the
army” by suppressing exposures of
savagery on the part of some if its
officers and shielding them from
punishment, why should he rebuke
Mr. Payne for guarding the honor of
the post office by suppressing revela-
tions of corruption on the part of
some of its officials and shielding
them from punishment?

Human nature iz pretty much the
same wherever you find it. Here are
Russian officials explaining the neces-
gity for mobbing Jews in Russia, with
the same kind of arguments that
white men use to justify the mobbing
of Negroes, and which American
patriots bring forth to excuse water
torture in the Philippines. “Give a
dog a bad name and kill him,” the
old adage has it; a new version might
run, “Call a race inferior and tor-
ture it.”

In Cleveland a racket has bheen
raised over the announced intention
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of the board of public service to allow
non-professional baszeball games in
the public parks on Sunday. It
seems that there'is a puritanical law
on the statute books of Ohio, which
forbids Sunday ball playing; and, as
this is interpreted to apply to non-
professional as welll as professional
playing, the board has been obliged
to interfere with the boys of Cleve-
land who wish to play in the parks on
Sundays. ~As might be inferred, a
group of clergymen of the pharisaical
variety are the strenuous leaders in
demanding the enforcement of this
mocern blue-law. It isinterestingto
observe the civic anties of pagan
pietists like these. They look calmly
upon the robbing of their city, by lib-
eral cash contributors to their
church treasuries; but they turn pale
with puritanical horror at the sight
of a boy and a bat and a ball in the
ball grounds of the public park on
Sunday. Why is it any worse on Sun-
day to play at ball in a park than to
play at religion in a pulpit?

Auditor Wright, of Cuyahoga
county, Ohio, who is doing his best to
secure fair assessments of railroad
property, is meeting with the same
obstacles from his fellow auditors
that Mayor Johnson encountered
before Wright’s advent (p. 19) and
when the whole auditorial outfit were
evidently sub-agents of the rail-
roads. At one meeting of the board,
neld in Cleveland on the 135th,
Wright’s request that Prof. Bemis be
heard, called out an objection from a.
fellow auditor, who said that all the
auditors present had either listened
to Bemis or were familiar with his
material. Wright disposed of this ob-
jection with neatness and dispatch as
well as with a certain degree of il-
lumination as to the objecting aud-
itor’s motives. -He asked the object-
ing auditors some questions about
the railroad under consideration
which developed a degree of ignor-
ance of the subject so dense that all
further objections to hearing Bemis
were withdrawn. But it made no dif-
ference with the final decision. Most

-

of the auditors were on hand in the
interest of the roads, and they acted
up to the full measure of their corpo-
rate obligations. The road in ques-
tion was the Cleveland & Mahoning
Valley, the gross earnings of which
have increased since 1897 fully 50
per cent., while the tax assessment—
not the tax, but the tax valuation—
has increased only 1 per cent. The
auditors of Ohio are making good
campaign material for Mayor John-
son.

" The effrontery of these Ohio aud-
itors was especially refreshing when
the tax assesment of the N. Y. P. &
0. railroad was made, which occurred
on the 14th. As was reported by the
Cleveland Plaindealer—

early in the meeting and before the
board had commenced to vote on the
different schedules, it became appar-
ent that a determined effort would be
made to sidetrack Prof. Bemis, Mayor
Johnson’s tax expert. After Auditor
Wright had made a brief plea for a re-
form in appraising the railroad under
discussion, and requested permission
for Prof. Bemis to speak, the feeling
against Bemis took the form of long
arguments, numberless questions and
counter-arguments, which held up the
question of allowing Prof. Bemis to
speak. Finally, however, Auditor
Wright pounded vigorously for order
and demanded a vote on the motion.
Auditor Wright virtually insisted that
Prof. Bemis address the board. Fif-
teen minutes were allowed for that
purpose and Prof. Bemis outlined his
ideas and arguments.

When the work'of valuation began,
the railroad’s agent, Mr. Talcott, was
allowed to address the board in the
interest of the road. But when Prof.
Bemis requested one minute toreply,
in the interest of the county, the
auditerial friends of the railroads
shouted him down with demands for
a vote. Then the farcical proceed-
ings went on, as reported in the Plain
Dealer, in this manner:

A motion to appraise the rolling
stock at $3,000 a mile, the same figure
as that of last year, was amended to
read $3.500. The secretary announced
a victory for the friends of higher val-
uation, but upon closer scrutiny of his
list he corrected himself, and the roll-
ing stock went again this year at $3.000.
Then the buildings were appraised at
the same old figure. $228.35 a mile. A
spirited attempt to boost the valuation

of the main track was made, but after
a long wrangle and many votes the old
figure, $9,000, went through. An at-
tempt.was first made to appraise this
at $12,000 a mile, and when this was
defeated by the board an attempt to-
ward a compromise was made, with
$10,000 as the figure. Even this was
not satisfactory, and it ended in re-
naming the figure of a year ago, $9,000.
A motion to appraise the second track
at $5,000 was made by Auditor Smith,
of Portage county, which is $1,000
above the return of last year. Tax
Agent Talcott at this point arose and
remarked that the old figure was only
$4,000.- A compromise was effected at
$4.500. After that brief and spasmodic
efforts were made to boost the valua-
tion of different schedules, but, except
in a few rare cases, the railroad’s fig-
ures were accepted by the board with-
out a murmur. A trifling increase in
the total valuation over that of last
yvear was made, but this was only one-
half per cent., or, in round numbers,
$15,922,

In the Associated Press report of
the consolidation of the two street
car systems of Cleveland, the outside
world is informed that “Mayor John-
son is credited with being largely in-
terested” in “the construction of a
system of 3-cent fare lines.” 'The
obvious intention is to convey an im-
pression that Mayor Johnson is finan-
cially interested in the company—the
only company, by the way—which
stands ready to carry passengers in
Cleveland for a three cent cash fare.
This would imply that thereisagood
profit in fares at three cents, and
that Mayor Johnson is scheming to
get some of it. But if that is true,
what do Senator Hanna and other
street car magnates all over the coun-
try mean when they insist that three
cent fares won’t pay?

Following close upon the remark-
ably small majority with which the
British ministry defeated the bill for
the taxation of land values (p. 44),
the London County Council has ap-
proved the principle of that bill by
a sweeping majority. The commit-
tee of the Council recommended ap-
proval of the bill itself; but when the
Council came to act upon the report,
the bill had already been beaten in
Parliament. Conszequently a motion
to amend was made in the Council.
This amendment substituted for ap-
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proval of the bill, approval of the
“principle of the rating of land values
by the separate assessment of land
and buildings.” It was adopted by 76
to 20. There is not much reason left
for doubting the progressof the land
value taxation principle in England.

The University of Michigan seems
to have got afine specimen of the
genus snob into its collection of
economic instructors. He is not
unique, perhaps, unless in his can-
dor. His name, by the way, is. Har-
rison G. Smalley. Presumably Mr.
Smalley’s bllood is blue; for he praises
blue blood, and such as he rarely do
that without being inspired by pride
of possession. Mr. Smalley places
the laborer on a lower plane physical-
ly than the capitalist. Notin“sinews,
muscles or lungs,” he hastens to ex-
plain; for that kind of physical in-
feriority is certainly not characteris-
tic of laborers. What healludestois,
so he says, “a particular kind of
physical inferiority;” by which he
appears to mean the blood, for he ob-
serves that “the laborer has not the
warm, rich, blue blood, which means
physical superiority.” Inferentially,
of course, the capitalist has. So has
Mr. Smalley, or he wouldn’t be acute
enough to discover this comforting
diffcrence between the classes he
wants to flatter and those for which
he wishes to exhibit contempt. But,

after all, is Mr. Smalley right about

that matter of blue blood? Is the
best blood blue, as a scientific fact, or
has Mr. Smalley been dropping into
poetry? If his description of the best
blood as blue is scientific, he ought to
cite his authorities. But if it is not
scientific but only poetic, one might
prefer the authority of a better poet
—John Boyle O’Reilly, for instance,
who writes—

That the bluest blood is putrid blood
—that the people’s blood is red.

“So you belong to an anti-swearing
league. Have you accomplished much
good?”

“Yes, indeed. Why, we have per-
suaded some of the South Waterstreet
teamsters to say: ‘Oh, fudge!’ when
their teams tangle up.”—Chicago
News.

A POSSIBLE LABOR WAR.

Those of us who reflect upon the
crystallizations of sectional hatred
over the slavery question, which set
in strongly in the later 50’s and
were precipitated by the Presidential
election of 1860, can hardly escape
a foreboding feeling that analogous
crystallizations of class hatred over
the labor question are gathering now.

Men who are on either side of the
conflict which these new crystalliza-
tions of hate forebode, are much less
likely to appreciate the signs than
those who come into more or less sym-
pathetic relations with both sides.
It was not the men of the North nor
the men of the South who foresaw
most clearly the terrible cataclasm of
the early 60’s, but the men of the bor-
der States.. So now it is not the em-
ploying class on the one side nor the
organized labor class on the other
that most clearly perceive the climax
to which the wretchedly unthink-
ing and enormously expanding hatred
of each toward the other is moving
with the dreadful onrush of two op-
posing battle lines. One must have
the opportunity of entering into the
feelings of both sides, if he would re-
alize what is almost surely coming.

He must be able to sympathize
with organized labor'in its just com-
plaints and to realize the necessity
for united action. He must be able
to sympathize with employers in
their indignation over the aggres-
sions of organized labor. Hemustbe
above the narrow field of view which
makes the cause of each seem to its
devotees altogether right and that of
the other altogether wrong. He must
be free enough from the blinding fury
of either side to realize that both
arc impatient to run amuck. He will
be none the worse as an observer,
either, if he understands the essen-
tial issue of the conflict well enough
to know that this combat of capital
and laber is a battle hetween allies,
from which” only their common en-
emy, monopoly, can profit.

To such observers it is plainly evi-
dent that the bitterness of the labor
struggle, heretofore sporadic, burst-
ing out in one place or another and
after a spasm passing away, has be-
come general, and that in intensity it
is unprecedented. Never since the

anti-slavery fight have the lines of
bitter hatred been so sharply drawn.

Among the older trade union men
it is not so noticeable, they having
become inured to the feeling suffi-
ciently to have recovered their self-
possession in some degree. But the
new blood in trade unions thrills with
it.

On the other side, Mr. Parry is a
type. \We may regard him as a blat-
ant spouter if we choose, but the fact
remains that he speaks the senti-
ment of his class and that they are
rallying around the banner he has
raised. The day is not far off when
the business house that does not
unite with the other houses of its
trade to combat trade unionism, will
be to the business world what the
“scab” is now to the labor world. To
a degree that day has already come.
It is not easy, even now, for the man-
agers of business establishments to
be on good terms with organized la-
bor and at the same time in first rate
repute with “the trade.”

In some degree this difficulty may
be attributed to the irritating exac-
tions of labor unions, which make it
well nigh impossible to manage a
business and be altogether on good
terms with organized labor. But in
much higher degree it is due to the
great and growing class bitter-
ness of the business class to-
ward the organized labor class, a
bitterness that embraces everything
and everybody that encourages, ex-
cuses or tolerates unionism, and
which is most heartily reciprocated.

The battle line is already pretty
distinetly drawn. Employers’ unions
arc forming, not here and there but
everywhere, to check the advance of
laborers’ unions and crush them if
possible. Theyv are forming not calm-
ly and from motives of economy, as
the trusts have been formed, but
with anger at white heat. No less
hot is the anger on the other side.

Possibly some accident may inter-
vene to calm this passion and avert
the unreasoning combat to which it
is leading. But without some such
intervention a passfonately furious
struggle between organized laborers
and organized employers seems un-
avoidahle. We are squarely facinga
civil war, in which the battle lines
will be class lines and not sectional
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