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Any person who thoughtfully
considers present political condi-
tions in the United States must
take into account two facts which
are usually overlooked. They are
carelessly ignored by the indiffer-
ent and intentionally slurred over
by the designing.

The first of these is the fact thart
tle erystals of public sentiment,
the world over, are agitated by
new industrial questions whicl
are generating new political is-
#nes. The other is the fact that
these new issues are foreing upon
American voters new alignments
in their party politics and affilia-
tions.

That this disturbance of party
<“rystallization is vastly more
disorganizing in its effect upon the
Democratie than upon the Repub-
lican party is obvious. The reason
for it is evident: the Democratic
party happens to be the party out
of power. But visible disorgani-
zation is not the only process
whereby parties lose their vital-
ity. If the Republican party,
securely intrenched in power, has
escaped visible disorganization, it
has not escaped the potent forces
of silent and invisible disintegra-
tion,

Both parties are vitally affected
by these voleanic disturbances of
public opinion, and if the party in
Power continues to present an or-
ganized front in spite of disinte-
gration within, it is because its
Power enables it to appeal with
success for the support and influ-
ence of the necessitous, the
greedy, the conventionally respect-
able and the strenuously ambi-

tious, as well as those who have
grown old and blind in its service
and think it still what it used to
be. Parties long in power exeite
patriotic emotions and control
glittering - opportunities. This
strengthens the party machine
and its power holds radicalism
within the party'in check.

It is different with a party long
out of power. The party machine
grows so weak that radieal senti-
ment within the party breaks
bounds. That is the condition of
the Demoeratie party. Its organ-
ization is rent and torn by internal
conflicts,  On one side are mere
office-seekers  and  traditional
partisans, who hope to restore
their party to power, and who are
supported by conservatives wish-
ing to perpetnate the existing or-
der, or disorder, as the case may
be. On the other are progressives
who aspire to make their party vi-
tally representative of their own
newer views, This is the reason
the Democratic party caunot pre-
sent a united front to the united
front of the Republicans.

Having been long out of power,
the Democratie party has become,
inthe natureof things political, the
the seat of warin the clash of opin-
ions over new political issues. Into
it have come Republicans whose
democratic ideas no longer find a
congenial home in the Republican
party. Out of it have gone Demo-
crats  whose plutocratic  ideas
make a party of demoeratic expee-
tations and possibilities repulsive
to them. Yet there are many
plutocrats still in the Demoeratic
party, and some who had left it re-
turned when their hopes of con-
trolling its machinery revived. So
the conflicting forees of plutocracy
and democraecy in the United
States center in this party.

There is at present a lull, while

the party awaits’ its Presidential
candidate’s speech or letter of ac-
ceptance. Its platform is satis-
factory to the democratic element.
Should its candidate accept that
platform without equivocation,
this element would doubtless
make shift to aceept him also.
What that element will do if he
takes the advice of plutocratic
leaders and builds a platform of
his own, inconsistent with the one
upon which he was nominated, re-
mains to be seen. ‘

Democrats of the democratic
variety will welcome the action of
the anti-imperialists of Boston in
their indorsement, at a meeting on
the 1st in Faneuil Hall addressed
by Gov. Garvin of Rhode Island,
Bourke Cockran of New York
and George S, Boutwell, of Massa-
chusetts, of the Ihilippine plank
of the Democratic platform.
There is nothing equivocal about
this plank. Without qualifying
words or conditions, it distinctly
ingists that—

we ought to do for the Philippines what
we have done already for the Cubans,
and it is our duty to make that promis2
now, and upon suitable guarantees of
proteciion to cltizens of our own and
other countries resident there at the
time of our withdrawal, set the Fili-
pino people upon their feet, free and
independent to work out their own
destiny,

It is important to observe, how-
ever, that this is not the declara-
tion which the plutocraticelement
of the party tried to secure. The
draft made by Williams of Mis-
sissippi and approved by the Par-
ker leaders, was as full of weasel
words as a dead horse of maggots.
It declared we ought to do this
thing for the Filipinos “ultimate-
Iy,” as soon as it ecan be done
“wigely and safely for the Fili-
pinos themselves,” and after se-
euring for ourselves “naval sta-
tions” and “coaling stations.” and
haying fixed up “fvade relations.”






