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EDITORIAL

Railroad passes.

The Pennsylvania railroad an-
nounces that it has stopped giving
passes, but has it not made a spe-
cial reservation in favor of the leg-
islature? It still gives passes to
its employes.

Savings bank statistics.
Every now and again the coun-
try is assured of the prosperity of

the poor upon the basis of fat sav-
ings bank statistics. Also every
now and again something happens
to prove that these statistics are
stuffed. The latest event of the
latter kind was the discovery upon
the body of a dead miser in New
York, so the New York Herald of
the 15th reports, of 29 savings
bank books showing a credit to
him in half a dozen different sav-
ings banks of an aggregate of $50,-
000. Divided among a score of
poor men that would have yielded
a tolérably comfortable average.
But it wasn’t divided among a
score of poor men;it was owned by
one rich man. Statistically, how-
ever, it has'done noble duty in the
computation of prosperity aver-
ages.

Centralization and bureaucracy.
Those of us who have beeh de-
ploring the marked tendency since
the Civil War toward centraliza-
tion and bureaucracy in the Feder-
algovernment, must needs rub our
eyes when we read that Speaker
Cannon is with us. But so he seems
to be. In a speech at the Union
League Club in Philadelphia, he
said, as reported, that “if the Fed-
eral government continues to cen-
tralize we will soon find that we
will have a vast bureaucratic gov-
ernment which will prove inefli-
cient if not corrupt.” Unfortun-
ately, however, Speaker Cannon
was making a special plea for rail-
road corporations, and not a
statesman’s demand for decen-

| tralization of government.

Educational suffrage qualifications.
The New York Times has pub-
lished a letter described as coming
“from one of the best known men
in Chenango county, New York,”
which states that he has seen“the
canvass of a town in Chenango
county of the highest grade of lit-
eracy, where more than 40 per
cent. of the voters were marked as
purchasable, and the canvasser
knew his ground so well that he
had written out in the column for
remarks just what was necessary
to get the vote. The necessary
varied from ‘pint of whisky,’ ‘pair

of felt boots,’ ete., to §1, $2, or $5.”
Could an illiterate electorate be
bought for less?

Land value taxation in Australia.

The shires bill of New South
Wales, the enactment of which
has been reported in our Austra-
lian correspondence, is one of the
notable steps in the progress of
what in this country is best known
as the single tax. It applies to all
shires, or unincorporated areas, in
New South Wales, except in the
far west where the population is
sparse. By it shire councils are
allowed to tax nothing but land
values. These values may be
taxed at therate of about1centon
the dollar, and no land is exempt.
The passage of this measure was
secured through the efforts of the
State Premier, J. H. Caruthers,
who is understood to be a single
tax man. At present the incorpo-
rated areas or municipalities are
subject to real estate taxation—
that is, on land and improvements
together; but the Caruthers min-
istry is committed- to the enact-
ment of measures fixing for the
municipalities taxing powers sim-
ilar to the single tax regulation
for the 8hires.

Legalize the ‘“sweat box.”

In a recent case of murderous
assault in Chicago, a woman was
arrested, and, as the newspapers
report, “was closely interrogated
by the police.” Thisinterrogation
by the police of persons accused of
crime has grown into a general
custom which is at variance with
the law. Every policeman who
subjects a prisoner to his inquisi-
tion is a law breaker. Even mag-
istrates have no right even to ac-
cept statements from prisoners
accused of crime, much less to ex-
tort statements, without first noti-
{ying them that they need not
make any statement. Yet police
officials constantly, and not infre-
quently by cruel methods, do sub-
ject their helpless prisoners to in-
quisitorial examinations. The
excuse is that it isnecessary. But
if it is necessary the law should be
changed; if it is necessary, it
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ought to be legalized. Let lawsbe
passed, if these inquisitions are
necessary, under which the pro-
ceedings shall be conducted in a
responsible manner.

' Railroad service and charges.

While wehave beeninvestigating
foreign railroad service, foreign-
ers have been investigating ours,
and the comparisons they make
do not confirm the corporation lit-
erature which assumes that rail-
road transportation is cheaper
and better in the United States
than in Europe. The investiga-
tion to which we refer was made
by two privy councillors of Prus-
sia. A very brief comsideration
of their exhaustive report was
cabled from Berlin to the Ameri-
can press on the 11th. It is im
structive and we quote:

They quote official statistics show-
ing that per million passengers car-
ried the American roads kill six times
and wound 29 times as many of them
as the Prussian roads. The writers
found that the average passenger rate
in America was 2.02 cents per mile,
against 0.98 cents in Prussia, while
freight rates nominally average 0.78
cents per ton per mile in the United
States, against 1.36 cents in Prussia.
This comparison, the authors affirm,
is fallacious, because it ignores some
essential facts. The American statis-
tics, they say, include freight carried
for the railroads themselves, while the
Prussian statistics show only pay
freight. On the other hand, the Amer-
ican statistics exclude high-class goods
carrled by the express companies,
which class is included in the Prus-
slan flgures. Furthermore, they say,
the American roads receive immense
sums for carrying the malls, and the
Prussian lines almost nothing, and,
besides, the latter carry a volume of
postal packages for which the Amer-
fcan roads get large extra sums from
the express companies.

The postal censorship.

Some months ago we told of the
suppression by the postal author-
ities of a banking business in St.
Louis as fraudulent (p. 420), by re-
fusing delivery of letters ad-
dressed to the bank. This action
was taken upon the report of
cheap Federal detectives, which
the accused persons were not al-
lowed to see, and without any
trial, but by the arbitrary order of
thePostmasterGeneral. The bank

was of course forced into the hands
of a receiver. Business on a large
scale without the postal service is
impossible. But now the receiver
reports that “every loan and in
vestment held by” this so-called
fraudulent bank “has been liqui-
dated 100 cents on the dollar with
interest in full to date,” ahd that
the “deposits are being paid in
full” and he has “already declared
dividends to the stockholders of 85

per cent.” This does not indicate

that the concern was deeply
steeped in fraud, as the Postmas-
ter General arbitrarily decided it
to be; and the fact that a busi
ness which proves to have been
upon such a financial footing could
be ruined by the reports of two
Federal detectives and a Postmas-
tre General with Presidential
campaign favors to his debit, is a
sufficient commentary on the cen-
sorship power of the postal de-
partment. An investigation by
Congress into the nature and exer-
cise of this despotic power is pro-
posed and should be pushed.

Deadly assault upon Raymond Robins.

Raymond Robins and his work
are so well known, not only in Chi-
cago but from theé Pacific to the At-
lantic coast and South as well as
North, that the wanton and al-
most fatal assault upon him last
week by a trio of thugs will excite
widespread and profound indigna-
tion. The crime was committed in
broad daylight, within sight of his
home. He was on his way_to a
committee room where he had
been engaged in important
public business, consisting parts
ly in the exposure of criminal
candidates for office. The assail-
ants approached him from behind,
out of an alley where they had evi-
dently lain in wait, and struck him
senseless, first with blows upon
the back of the skull and then in
the face. The initial blows were
doubtless intended either to kill
outright or to disorder the brain
permanently; but they failed to
kill, and as it now appears they
have failed also to cause perman-
ent injury. That the attack was
no highwayman’s “hold-up” has
been placed beyond question; that

.

its purpose was to get him out of
the way for political reasons,
can be proved; that it was
done in execution of a conspir-
acy, which is permanently or-
ganized and of which Mr. Robinsis
but the latest of many victims,1s
raore than a reasonable proba-
bility.

This probability gives vastly
greater importance to the matter
than if the assault had been per-
sonal, or even political but spo-
radic. Not only Mr. Robins, but
every other man from the Mayor
down, is in danger of the same
brutal treatment if he offends this
thugs’ combine in a similar way.
Nominally the thugs are la-
bor unionists; actually they are
miscellaneous boodlers with the
courage of their criminality.
One of their methods is to ma-
nipulate blackmailing strikes; an-
other is to discredit and defeat le-
gitimate strikes; another is toin-
fluence local politics in favor of
franchise corporations and other
grafters. They get their pow-
er partly by threatening and
if necessary by “slugging” le-
gitimate labor unionists who op-
pose them; partly by cooperating
with conscienceless employers
against legitimate unionism; and
partly through filling minor of-
fices in the local government with
their henchmen. Even the machin-
ery of the merit system of civil
gervice in the past and its rulesin
the present are made to serve them
mm the latter respect;and if strike
breaking brokers and imported
strike breakers are not sometimes
in their confidence, the evidence is
misleading. One of the victims of
their “wrecking crew” was Don-
nelly, the honest leader of the
stock yards strike. He offended
by opposing their criminal plans
in labor organizations. Another
victim is Robins, the chairman of
the nominating sub-committee of
the Municipal Ownership Advisory
committee (p. 657). He baffled
some of their political plans.
Other cases of similar slugging,
erpecially of labor unionists, are
numerous, a8 we are informed.
and the concerted attempt te
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seize power in the Chicago Feder-
ation of Labor by thug violence is
matter of common knowledge.
Meanwhile more than one labor
union man who knows and under-
stands the gang and i dis-
posed to thwart them, is in deadl¥y
peril from their “wrecking crew.”
The condition has become in-
tolerable, and it is to be hoped
that the Robins case has brought
ittoa climax.‘

The saloon question in Chicago.
The whirlwind agitation for
thousand dollar saloon licenses in
Chicago, which has sprung up
most opportunely for the purpose
of distracting sentiment at a time
whenthe corporation interests are
in need of some such diversion, is
supported by the most absurdly in-
congruous arguments. Prohi-
bitionists are assured that it will
be a step toward the abolition of
saloons, because it would lessen
the'number. Brewers are told
that it would not diminish their
trade, because as much beer would
be consumed as before. Large sa-
loon keepers are shown how they
would make more out of increased
sales than they would lose by the
license fee. To believers in sa-
loons as “the poor man’s club,” it
is argued that the high license
would improve the character and
tone of the survivors among these
clubs, by increasing their profits
through lessened competition and
thereby enabling them to provide

better accommodations and great- |-

er comfort for their patrons. And
in the midst of all this jangle we
hear the tax-dodgers’ plea for high
license as a revenue raiser. “You
pays your money,” so to speak,
“and you takes your choice!”

This thousand-dollar license
question is a simple one, provided
it has been proposed in good faith.
If it is a trick to embarrass the mu-
nicipal government at a critical
time with reference to franchise
corporations, it is of, course com-
plex. But in itself it analyzes into
this very obvious issue: Isthesa-
loon business morally legitimate
or morally illegitimate?

If the saloon business is morally
illegitimate, several of the argu-
ments for a flat thousand-dollar
license fee fall to the ground.
Such a tax does not tend to destroy
the business, which is the only
justification for a tax on business:
es that are immoral. A properly
regulated tax might have that ten-
dency, and therefore be defensi-
ble: a license tax burdensome
to large dealers as well as to
small ones, would assuredly oper-
ate as a check on the whole busi-
ness. But a tax which, while pro-
hibitory to small dealers, is only .
slight expense to large ones, and
may be more than offset by in-
treased trade, does not discourage
the business as a whole. It concen-
trates the business and augments
the ill-effeots of its immorality by
endowing it with political power
of an exceedingly dangerous and
easily directed kind. Ifthesaloon
business is morally illegitimate,
the only defensible license tax is
one so graduated with reference to
little saloons and big ones that
with a horizontal increase from
time to time it may operate to
make the business unprofitable ail
along the line, from the little Ger-
man family beer saloons to the
gilded bar rooms and the Union
League club. A license primarily
for revenue is morally indefensi-
ble if the business be morally il-
legitimate ;anda flat license which
does not hinder large establish-
ments is primarily for revenue.

If, on the other hand, the busi-
ness is morally legitimate, then
any license operating oppressively
or with discrimination is unwise
and unjust. The saloon business
now furnishes over 25 per cent. of
the revenues for the municipal cor-
poration of Chicago. That is
grossly excessive if the business is
morally legitimate. To pile up
further taxes upon this business,
if it is a moral one, is to discrim-
inate against one morally legiti-
mate business in favor of others
in the same category. Moreover,a
flat license fee, if large enough to
suppress or burden small dealers
in any morally legitimate trade, is
unwise and inequitable because it

discriminates against traders with
little capital’and in favor of those
with large capital. Asa revenue
measure, therefore, the flat thou-
sand-dollar license, immoral if the
licensed@ business be immoral, un-
justly discriminates if the business
be moral.

Finding out bad men.

“How soon we are despised when
we get caught!” If Chauncey De-
pew doesn’t say this he has good
reason for thinking it. Here, for
instance, is Alderman R. R. Mc-
Cormick, of Chicago, who inno-
cently follows his graft-hunting
leaders; and always did, as it
would seem, for at the University
of Chicago recently he said:

Several years ago Chauncey M. De-

pew came to Yale and made a speech.
He told us how we could grow up to
be like him, and we cheered him and
hauled him around the campus in a
carriage. If he ever comes to Yale
again we’ll do the same, only this
time we will ride him around on
a ralil.
Yet Chauncey Depew’s iniquities
were just as many in those Yale
days of Mr. McCormick’s. They
were just as well known. And they
were all the more dangerous for
beingpracticed under the applause
of such men as McCormick. The
only difference is that now this
brilliant bunkoist has been caught
intheact—onlyaminoroneatthat.
To Mr. McCormick, however, and
such as he, this makes.all the dif-
ference between riding the culprit
in a carriage and on a rail! How
many other grafters is heridingin
carriages whom he will want te
ride on rails when it is too late to
be worth while?

ABOLISH THE SENATE.

The agitation in favor of the
election of United States Senators
by direct vote of the people, arises
from a genuine desire to hold the
government within the people’s
power. But the election of Sena-
tors by direct vote of the people
would not be very effective, with
the Senate remaining a select and
superior body. .

True, men controlling great
wealth could not bribe the people
of a State to elect their favorites,
as they can bribe a few members
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of a State legislature. But the
bribery of a State legislature, sen-
satiopal and demoralizing as we
all admit it to be, is only a small
part of the evil. The evil is.the
Senate itself. To abolish the Sen-
ate would bring the government
at least half-way back to the peo-
ple.

Andwhynotabolish the Senate?
What is the use of it? Or, to be
more direct, what is the excuse for
a Senate?

We are told in our books on civ-
il government that the bi-cameral

' system was adopted in our plan of

government to prevent hasty and
ill-considered legislation. This is
only another way of saying that
it was designed to make leg-
islation that the people might
want, more difficult to procure;
or to put the govérnment far-
ther out of the people’s hands,
by making the legislative power
less responsible to the people.

Those who profit by special priv-
ileges have no dredd of hasty legis-
lation when it promotes or con-
serves their privileges. Theyhave
the means of putting themselves
in direct contact with the mem-
bers of bdth houses, and they
sometimes procure enactments in
unseemly haste. Why should not
the people at large have the most
direct possible means of procuring
legislation with the most possible
promptness? There need be no
dread of hasty legislation while
the means of hasty repeal are left.

We are also told that in the
framing of the United States Con-
stitution the several sovereign
States demanded equal represen-
tation in a legislative body. If
this were wholly true, the demand
could be challenged as being en-
tirely unjust. What could be
more absurd than that Delaware
and Rhode Island have the same
power in legislation as New York
and Pennsylvania?

Our form of government was a
compromise between monarchy
and democracy. The two-house
feature was copied after the Brit-
ish government, from which ours
emerged. Strong influences pro-
posed even a king, but the demo-
cratic spirit was sufficient to pre-
vent that. The jealousy of the
States was appealed to, and with
some effect, in support of the
scheme of a Senate; but back of
that and beneath it was the con-

tempt which monarchists have for
the masses, and the design of mak-
ing the government as remote as
possible from the people.

The two-house scheme appears
to have descended to us from an-
cient Rome, and through a long
line of injustice, which to review
ought to be to condemn. Inevery
case the so-called upper house, the

one nearest the throne, has been -

the conservator of privilege; while
the other house, where there has
been another, has been called the
“lower” house, and admitted to
represent the people. Thisis ex-
pressed even in the titles of the
two houses of the British parlia-
ment, our immediate parliamen-
tary ancestor. Our Senate corre-
sponds to the British House of
Lords, representing privilege; and
it does it too well. Qur House
of Representatives corresponds to
the Commons; but many doubt its
representing the people so well.

It cannot reasgnably be expect-
ed that our national House of Rep-
resentatives will represent- the
people so faithfully, while it has
the Senate to divide responsibility
with, as it would if it were the
sole repository of legislative re-
sponsibility.

The Constitution confers upon
the Senate certain powers in con-
nection with the Executive, in im-
itation of its many prototypes
that were recognized as standing
nearest the throne — and, of
course, farthest from the people.
But all these powers could as well
be exercised by the single house,
if we had no Senate.

A senate, or so-called upper
house, is not only a superfluity, it
isa positive obstruction, and has
no proper place in a government
proceeding from the people. It
ought to be abolished. It isof no

use. There is no excuse for it.
WM. GARRETSON.

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE

AUSTRALIA (See p. 710.)

Corowa, N. S. W., Aust,, Jan. 13.—
The Federal parliament passed a num-
ber of bills last session, but only a few
of them would be of any interest to
you. .
Two amendments were made to the
alien immigration restriction act, 1901.
Under this, any person unable to pass
a written examination in some Euro-
pean language might be refused ad-
mission to Australia. The Japanese

objected to this clause, and the word
“European’” has now been struck out;
there is an understanding with Japan,
however, that her subjects will still
be excluded. Another clause gave the
minister in charge of the act power to
prevent the landing of persons who
pad priviously made contracts for em-
ployment. This was intended to ex-
clude strike breakers and cheap labor,
but has sometimes been enforced
against skilled workmen who had been
brought out from England by Aus-
tralian manufacturers. In future Brit-
ish people and their descendants will
be exempt from this clause.

Sugar has been subject to an im-
port duty of £6 a ton, and an excise
duty of £3, while a bonus of £2 was
paid on sugar grown in the common-
wealth by white labor. The excise
anu bonus expired at the end of last
year, but was replaced by an excise
of £4 and bonus of £3. The quantity
of sugar grown by colored labor has
increased since federation, so the
bonus has not had the desired effect
so far. Colored labor has never been
used in southern Queensland and
northern New South Wales, and be-
fore federation the local import duty
in Queensland had become inoperative,
as the State produced more sugar than
it required, so the industry must now
be very profitable in those districts.
The high price of sugar affects the
fruit industry very adversely by in-
creasing the cost of jam making, so
even from the “white Australia” point
of view the sugar bonus is a failure.

The trades mark act was passed;
the union label clause being carried
by four votes only, in a very nearly
full House. .

The worst measure passed is the
commerce act. As originally intro-
auced, it gave the minister of customs
power to stop any imports or exports
which were not up to a standard to
be fixed by himself. The scope of the
act was restricted to articles of food
and drink, medicines and drugs; but
the minister is given power to make
regulations, similar to those assumed
by your postmaster general. The cus-
toms act of 1902 permits the minister
to make regulations in many cases,
and when we have had ministers like
Mr. Kingston and Sir W. J. Lyne,
who would like to prohibit imports,
the regulations seem to be specially
framed to harass importers as much
as possible. A merchant cannot get
a decision beforehand. He has to act
and take his chance of being prose-
cuted, just as i the case of your
newspapers in the post office.

Two very objectionable bills were
rejected. The iron manufactures en-
couragement Bill empowered the min-
istry to impose duties on iron by
proclamation. The House cut out
most of this bill and the Senate re-
jected the rest.
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The most extraordinary measure
proposed was the Australian indus-
tries preservation bill, which empow-
ered the ministry to prohibit the im-
portation of any article which they
considered as competing unfairly with
Australian manufactures. It was said
to be copled from your Sherman act,
but has been described as the Sher-
man act turned upside down, for it
was intended to prevent a combina-
tion from lowering prices. It was
almed primarily at the International
Harvester company, of the United
States, and the Canadian Massey-Har-
ris company. Without producing any
reliable evidence, some Victorian man-
ufacturers of agricultural machinery
have been persistently accusing these
companies of “dumping” their machin-
ery in Australia in order to kill the
local competition anu capture the
whole trade. They asked for a duty
of £25 per machine to prevent this.

.The ministry, having found that the
House would not agree to that, intro-
duced this bill, which would have
given them very wide powers over all

impoftations, but the House rejected

it. *

It will be noticed that in these bills,
especially the last, the ministry at-
tempted to bring in increased protec-
tion and prohibition indirectly. The
tariff commission appointed in 1904 is
still taking evidence and does not ap-
pear likely to recommend increased
duties, so the ministry did not want to
wait for its report.

About two years ago a public agita-
tion was started against the importa-
tion of opium. In 1904 the State pre-
mier and the Federal prime minister
came to an agreement on the subject,
in accordance with which importation
into tne Commonwealth of opium for
smoking was absolutely prohibited
from January 1, 1906, while for med-
fcal purposes it can be imported and
sold only under the same stringent
conditions as poisons. The customs
revenue from opium has been about
£60,000 per annum, so the Common-
wealth will lose £15,000 and the
States £45,000 a year.

’ ERNEST BRAY,

NEWS NARRATIVE

How to use the reference tigzures of this Depart-
ment for obtaining continuous news narratives:
Observe the refereuce figures in any article; turn
back to the page they indicate and fina there the
pext preceding article on the same subject; observe
the reference figures in thatarticle. and turn back

as before; continue 8o until you come to the earji-.

est article on the subject: then retrace your course
through the indicated pages. reading each article
in chronological order, and you will have a continu-
ous news narrative of the subject from its historical
beginnings to date.

Week endin_g Thursday, Feb. 22.

y
A

The British Parliament.

Parliament was formally opened
on the 19th (p. 763), when the

King’s speech from the throne was
read. It indicated a policy of con-
gtitutional government for the
Transvaal, and was satisfactory
to the Laborites but was regarded
by the Irish Nationalists as ambig-
uous. The reply of the Commons
is now in course of preparation. A
significant voté in this connection
was taken on the 21st. A Cham-
berlainite had moved as an amend-
ment the adoption of an expres-
sion of alarm at a statement in
the king’s speech indicating that
the new ministry had committed
themselves to a policy of home
rule that would endanger the lib-
erties and property of the loyalist
minority in Ireland and impair the
union. Mr. Bryce, chief secretary
for Ireland, replied. In his speech
he declared that home rule had no
terrors for him, and that he had
not departed in the smallest par-
ticular from the principles of the
Liberal party under Gladstone's
leadership. He urged the defeat
of the amendment because it
would tend to discourage the crea-
tion of an intelligent selfgovern-
ment for Ireland. Mr. Bryce’s
speech was received with pro-
longed cheers from the Irish Na-
tionalists, and the amendment was
defeated by 406 to 88.

Dissolution of the Hungarian Parlia-
ment.

Since the Hungarian elections
of a year ago (vol. vii, p. 731), the
Hungarian government has been
in a state of constant disorder. At
those elections the Independence’
or “coalition” party won a notable
victory. One of the principal ele-
ments in this party is the Magyar.
The other elements in the coali-
tion support it in resisting the ef-
forts of the Emperor of Austria
(who is also king of Hungary un
der the dual government of Aus-
tria-Hungary) to submerge the
Magyar race and language in the
German. The princi?al concrete
issue is the question'of words of
military command for Hungarian
troops. These words are now Ger-
man; the Independence party de-
mands the substitution of Hun-
garian terms, and this demand the
Emperor Joseph refuses to grant.
When the Independents won their
electoral victory a year ago, under
the leadership of Francis Kossuth,
the Emperor sent for Kossuth to
request him as the leader of the
majority to form a cabinet. But

the conditions that Kossuth im-
posed were such that the request
was withheld. Kossuth’s primary
condition was the substitution of
Magyar for German words of com-
mand in the Hungarian army. As
no other member of the majority
would accept, the Emperor sent
for Gen. Fejervary, his military
henchman, who formed a minority
cabinet and remained in power by
disregarding votes of no confi-
dence by both Houses. But this
was revolutionary, and Fejervary,
casting about for a means of dis-
integrating the majority, hit
upon the policy of proposing
universal suffrage. It was a mas-
ter stroke. The suffrage in Hun-
gary is limited to about 900,000 in
a population of 17,500,000 ; the dis-
franchised classes are cager to
vote; the Socialists and other radi-
cals of the coalition demand it for
them; and the Magyars, whoarein
the minority of the population of
Hungary, are opposed to universal
suffrage. But the Emperor, as
much opposed to genuine democ-
racy as the Magyar oligarchy, re-
fused his assent to Fejervary’s pol-
icy. After some months of stormy
parliamentary weather, Fejer-
vary’s stop-gap cabinet resigned.
This was in September last. Their
resignations were accepted by the
Emperor, but he directed them to
continue in the performance of
their official duties until further
orders.

Immediately summoning the
leaders of the parties in coalition
as Independents, five in number,
the Emperor demanded that they
form a parliamentary government
upon conditions which he pre-
scribed—practically an ultima-
tum denying any concessions.
They refused. He then reappoint-
ed the Fejervary cabinet with
power to extend the suffrage. Fe-
jervary promptly issued a state-
ment in which he said:

The basis of the existing Govern-
ment is represented as unconstitution-
al In principle. It is incumbent on
the Opposition te form a government
based on a programme acceptable to
the Crown. Since the Opposition re-
fuses, no recourse exists but to carry
or the administration by means of an
interim such as T now exercise. . . .
The government’s hope of an official,
peaceful settlement is that by a pro-
gramme of universal suffrage it will
succeed in obtaining a majority by
which the mfilitary question, which in
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jtself lacks a sound motive, shall be
obliterated from the public mind and
the nation’s attention directed to eco-
nomic, 'social and agricultural re-
forms.

Under this regime the govern-
ment was conducted by Gen. Fejer-
vary until the 19th, when Parlia-
ment was dissolved by royal re-
script. The majority refused at
first to obey. They declared the
dissolution unconstitutional. But
by the use of military force they
were ejected. Elections for a new
Parliament are now to be held,
though upon what basis as to suf-
frage, if any change is to be made,
has not been reported. :

The Isthmian canal.

American “parliamentary” pro-
ceedings of special importance re-
late to the Panama canal (p. 218),
President Roosevelt having on the
19th sent to Congress a message
transmitting the report of the
board of consulting engineers and
of the Isthmian Canal Commission
on the question of a sea levelora
lock canal, in which he advises the
iatter. This is in opposition to the
advice of the majority of the con-
sulting engineers. Describing the
reports in his message, he says:

The majority of the board of con-
sulting engineers, eight in number,
including the five foreign engineers,
favor a sea level canal, and one mem-
ber of the canal commission, Admiral
Endicott, takes the same view. Five
of the eight American members of the
board of consulting engineers and five
members of the Isthmian Canal Com-
mission favor the lock canal, and so
does Chief Engineer Stevens. The
Secretary of War recommends a lock
canal pursuant to the recommendation
of the minority of the board of con-
sulting engineers and of the majority
of the canal commission. After care-
ful study of the papers submitted and
full and exhaustive consideration of
the whole subject, I concur in this rec-
ommendation.

He adds:

A careful study of the reports seems
tc establish a strong probability that
the following are the facts: The sea
level canal would be slightly less ex-
posed to damage in the event of war;
the running expenses, apart from the
heavy cost of interest on the amount
employed to buiild it, would be less,
and for small ships the time of transit
would probably be less. On the other
hand, the lock canal at a level of
eighty feet or thereabouts would not
cost much more than half as much to
build, and could be built in about half

the time, while there would be very
much less risk connected with build-
ing it, and for large ships the transit
would be quicker: while, taking into
account the interest on the amount
saved In building, the actual cost of
maintenance would be less. After be-
ing built it would be easier to enlarge
the lock canal than the sea level canal.
Moreover, what hal been actually
cdemonstrated in making and operat-
ing the great lock canal, the Soo, a
more important ertery of tra.tﬂc than
the great sea levcl canal, the Suez,
goes to support th2 opinion of the mi-
nority of the consulting board of en-
gineers and of the majority of the
Isthmian Canal Commission as to the
superior safety, feasibility and desira-
bility of bullding a lock canal at Pa-
nama.

A divorce-law congress.

A congress called by the State of
Pennsylvania met at Washington
on the 19th to consider the ques-
tion of uniform divorce laws. Del-
egates had been appointed by the
President and by the Governors of
all the States but three. Some of
the State delegates were women.
Gov. Samuel W. Pennypacker
called the congress to order and
was elected its president. Voting
is by States. No definite action
has yet been taken. ‘

Progressive legislation in Ohio.

The Ohio papers are alive wyith
reports of proposed improvements
in local government likely to be
adopted by the legislature (p. 746),
but which are being vigorously
opposed by financial interests
with privileges. )

On the subject of taxation, Sena-

tor Frederic C. Howe, of Cleve:
land, is responsible for a bill pro-
viding that—
City Councils may establish depart-
ments of taxes and assessments of not
more than three persons who shall be
appointed by the mayor subject to re-
moval-by him. It would have the
power to increase, diminish and equal-
ize for purposgs of taxation, the value
of all real and personal property with-
in the limits of said city; to make ad-
ditions and deductions; to hear com-
plaints; to investigate valuations; to
subpoena witnesses; to administer
oaths and examine persons under
oaths in regard to their own and other
person’s property and the value there-
of, and to order nny real or personal
property, credit or investment, to be
placed on the duplicate for taxation.
Also to adopt such other measures as
may be necessary for carrying out the
purposes of this act.

This bill proceeds upon the theory
of making mayors of cities directly
and exclusively responsible to the
people. - !

In the same direction is the mu-
nicipal code bill, proposed by the
Ohio Mayors’ Association (p. 673)
and introduced in the House by
Representative L. H. Paine of To-
ledo. The general purpose of this
bill is to provide a new form of
government for the municipalities
of the State by abolishing the pres-
ent system, under which the heads
of municipal departments are
elective and providing for single
department heads, practically all
of whom would be appointed by
the mayor, who would thereby be-
come responsible for them to the
people. The power of the governor, .
to remove mayors, adopted by the*
State ring when the cities were rip-
pered, would be repealed (vol. v, p.
249). This bill also provides,in
accordance with the custom in
Cleveland, secured by charter be--
fore the rippering, that the mayor
and the heads of departments may
attend Council meetings and par-
ticipate in all debates. Rights as to
municipal ownership and opera-
tion would be extended so as to in-
clude electric light, power and
heating plants, artificial as wellas
natural gas, and street and trac
tion railways. Public utilities
could be acquired or disposed of by
municipalities only by a majority
referendum of those voting on the
proposition for acquisition and
two-thirds for disposal.

In addition to his municipal tax-
ation bill, Senator Howe has intro-
duced one which is reported to
have set the public service corpor-
ations at work “moving their lob-
by reenforcements to the State
capital on the double quick.” This
bill, as described by the Cleveland
Press of the 15th would—
levy a small tax on the actual value
of the corporations which enjoy State,
city and county franchises. If Howe’s
bill becomes a law it will add $3,600,-
000 in taxes in Oblo. A study of the

.tax. returns in Cleveland shows that

the Concon [the traction companies],
the various illuminating and fuel
companies, and the two telephone
companies are now taxed on an equal-
ized valuation of $7,769,788. The mar-
ket value of the stocks and bonds of
these seven companies Thursday was
$47,697,051. Howe’s bill proposes to
subtract the first figures from the last
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and to add a tax of six-tenths of 1 per
«cent. on the balance. This would add
to the present taxes of these seven
-corporations in Cleveland each year
*$239,783.50, which would almost dou-
‘ble their present taxes. . . . Senator
Howe has made a careful study of the
public corporations of Ohio. He finds
that their real value, based on the
market price of their stocks and
bonds, amounts to about $1,000,000,000.
Their physical value is about $300,~
‘000,000. Yet their value returned for
‘texation is in round figures only $170,-
:000,000.

Revolution in Iowa politics.

Public opinion in Iowa has been

going through a revolutionary pro-
«wess. Beginning with the “Jowa
Idea” in opposition to tariff protec-
tion to trusts, it has now reached
a point at which Gov. Cummins re-
gards himself as justified in de-
manding of his party, the Republi-
can, its nominationfor a third
term, in opposition to the €oncen-
trated corporationinterests of the
State. Inanaddressonthe 19th
giving his reasons for the demand
he said:

The mask has been removed from
the issue and it is now plain. Who
:shall master, the corporations that
are to be regulated or the people in
whose name the regulation is im-
posed? While giving to the corpora-
tions the most complete protection 'in
the prosecution of their legitimate en-
terprise, we must eject them from
politics. The struggle now going on
in Washington shows how well they
prepare themselves to resist the just
«demands of the people. The history
of the last four years in Iowa s
crowded with evidence of the deter-
mination of the railway companies not
conly to manage their railroads, but to
‘manage the State as well.

Municipalization in Cedar Rapids.

Among the civic movements of
general interest, nominally local,
but in reality part of the world-
wide progressive movement whicl
is most conspicuous in Chicago,
New York and London, the munic-
ipal ownership movement at Ce-
dar Rapids, Ia., is highly suggest-
ive and important. It has been
under way since 1898 or 1899, and
with one complete victory to its
-credit is now entering upon a cam-
paign for another.

Until 1903 the water supply of
‘Cedar Rapids was furnished by a
private company. As usual where
public functions are farmed out to
private interests, the supply was

managed with an eye single to ex-
orbitant profits, and little or no
concern for the public service.
While the profits were generally
believed to be large, though care-
fullyconcealedby the company, the
water supply was unwholesome,
the rates to consumers were high,
the city itself was charged large
sums for hydrant rentals, sewer
flushing and street sprinkling, and
the proper extensions of mains
was resisted. The company did
not realize that it was thereby
fostering a strong hostile senti-
ment against itself, but such was
the fact. In ome of the residence
wards that sentiment had grown
so strong by 1898 that a Democrat
who had taken the lead in agitat-
ing for municipal ownership, Mr.
Charles D. Huston, was elected to
the City Council over a popular
Republican and in a strong Repub-
lican ward. Mr. Huston was madc
chairman of the councilmaniccom-
mittee on light and water, and by
resolution of the Council of Feb-
ruary 17, 1899, his committee en-
tered upon an investigation of the
whole subject. This was the offi-
cial beginning of the municipaliza-
tion movement in Cedar Rapids.

Alderman Huston’s committee
tried to negotiate with the private
company, but without avail. The
company refused not only to nego-
tiate but also to give information
as to cost of service and income.
But the committee, by a laborious
inquiry, finally obtained this con-
cealed information, approximate-
ly, and thereupon undertook to
negotiate an equitable adjust-
ment with the company upon the
basis of the facts it had discov-
ered. These overtures also were
rejected, whereupon the commit-
tee decided that “the attempt to
conciliate the company in the hope
of treating equitably and justly”
must be abandoned, and thata mu-
nicipal plant should be estab
lished. But the city had reached
its limit of indebtedness, and
could not, therefore, isgsue bonds
for such an enterprise. According-
ly it bargained with a foreign com-
pany for the construction of u
plant. But the bargain was nulli-
fied by the Supreme Court of the
State as an evasion of the debi-
limit restriction. This ended the
first official chapter. The city had
lost, the company had won.

But the people of Cedar Rapids
were more insistent than ever, and
when the Democrats nominated
Alderman Huston for Mayor, in
1902, he was elected by a majority
of 500, although the city was nor-
mally Republican by over 2,000.
This was part of the price the Re-
publican organization has paid
for supporting the water com-
pany. Immediately after his in-
auguration Mayor Huston made
the company a proposal. In effect,
he said: “You must realize from
the result of the recent election
that you are in conflict with a re-
sistless public sentiment to which
sooner or later you must yield.
Why not yield now, when you can
gétbetter termsthan later? Agree
with us upon a fair price for your
plant; bond it for that amount;
sell it to the city for nothing, sub-
ject to the bonds; and we in re-
turn will impose a sufficient tax
levy to retire the bonds in 20
years.” The company considered
and consented. Accordingly the
plant was bonded at $400,000; the
city levied a tax of 2 mills on the
dollar, to meet the bonds as they
fell due; and for three years the
water service of Cedar Rapids has
been municipalized. The result
has been a demonstration. Al-
though but little more than one-
seventh of the bonded debt is due,
nearly one-fourth of it has been
paid; and whereas the city former-
ly paid $14,000 annually for hy-
drants, $7,500 for sewer flushing,
and $2,000 for sprinkling, it now
pays nothing for any of these
things; and yet its net annual in-
come from its water service, over
and above all operating expenses,
cost of repairs and interest on
bonds is $16,000, in spite of the
fact that it has reduced the price
of water to consumers 15 per cent.
To tabulate the result the follow-
ing financial advantages have ac-
crued:

Annual saving to consumers, 16 per
cent. (AbOUL)...c.evveeicerisncscncrennes $11,000
Annual saving in hydrant rentals..... 14,000
Annual saving in sewer flushing......
Annual saving in street sprinkling....
Net income over and above expense
of operation, repairs and interest on
e o3+ s - 1

"Potal financial advantage annually
of city ownership over private own-
ership on a $400,000 plant............ $50,

Naturally enough, after that
demonstration, the people of Ce-
dar Rapids are friendly to Mayor
Huston’s proposal that the city
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now do its own electric lighting,
with a yiew also to supplying pri-
vate consumers. For this further
movement toward municipaliza-
tion Mayor Huston hasmade intel-
ligent preparation. Having been
reelected as Mayor in 1904, and
contemplating an extension of mu-
nicipal service into the electric
lighting field, he negotiated with
the Chicago & Northwestern Rail-
road company for its dam across
the Cedar river and the appurte-
nant land and water rights, which
he bought without a money price
and without yielding any conces:
sions of value to the city. The
company owned land along the
river, between which and the river
there was a street running paral-
lel to the river and connected with
the city'by cross streets. These
streets were of no special use to
the city, and the company had long
"been desirous of closing them, but
had never been able to get permis-
sion from the city authorities.
Considering the uselessness of the
streets as public highways on the
one hand, and the value of the com-
pany’s water rights for electric
lighting purposes on the other,
Mayor Huston offered to swa p. At
first the company refused, but
finally the exchange was made,
and now the streets have been
turned over to the railroad com-
pany and the city owns the dam
with its land and water rights.
Mayor Huston proposes to util-
ize this water power for a munici-
pal electric lighting plant. And
this can be done without further
burdening the city. For the net
profit of the water plant is so large
that only a part of the tax levy in-
tended to meet the water bonds is
necessary for that purpose. By
devoting the remainder to the con-
struction of an electric lighting
plant such a plant can be fully
paid for in five years.

. This, then, is the issue at the ap-
proaching municipal election—-
whether to establish a municipal
lighting plant. In preparation for
that election Democratic primar-
ies (caucases, rather, for there is
no primary law in Iowa), were
held on the 19th, and the city con-
vention was held on the 21st.
The result was virtually deter-
mined at the caucuses, where the
supporters of Mayor Huston, the
non-partisan candidate, were chos-

«

en for delegates over the support-
ers of a distinctly Democratic par-
tisan by about 4 to 1. Until
these primaries thé Republicans
had come to no definite con-
clusion as to a candidate for
Mayor. The feeling seemed to be
that Mayor Huston would, if re
nominated, -make a Republican
campaign hopeless, whereas a par-
tisan  Democratic nomination
‘would assure a Republican vic-
tory. The Republicans are expect-
ed now tonominate Mr. W.G. Has-
kell. The election will take place
on the 5th of March.

A civic innovation in Brooklyn.
President Coler of the Borough
of Brooklyn, City of New York, has
made an innovation which prom-
ises to be as useful an example in
municipal government as it is
novel. 'He has undertaken to or:
ganize a committee of one hundred
to act as the Borough President’s
Advisory Council, with which e
may frequently and regularly con-
sult, and by the aid of which he
may—
be better able to keep in touch with
public sentiment cnd opinion, and for-
mulate measures and adopt policies
which shall both ceserve and have the
approval and support of all citizens
not selfishly biased against the general
interest. No undiscriminating crusade
against corporations, nor any ignoring
of either law or fairness, is either
cuggested or intended; but, while the
“rublic confiscation of private prop-
erty” is not to be attempted, the pri-
vate appropriation and exploitation of
public property, and the disregard of
the public’s rights and needs, are to be
by all lawfully practicable means re-
sisted and prevented, as being by far
the more harmful, dangerous and ac-
tually threatened wrong.

The Borough President is ex-offi-
cio the chairman of this ,council,
the Commissioner of Public Works
ex-officio the vice chairman, and
the Borough Secretary ex-officio
the secretarv. The latter, Mr.
Charles Frederick Adams (p. 539),
makes an additional novel sugges-
tion for the purpose of enhancing
the usefulness of the Advisory
Council as a thermometer of pub-
lic opinion. He is reported by the
New York World of the 26th as ad-
vising that—

citizens not members of the Advisory
Council identify themselves with it
and its work by filing with him as sec-
retary a paper or “proxy” with the
signer’s address and indicating a
member to act as his spokesman and

representing his Interests, such
‘“proxy” to remain in force for a
slated time. The work of the Advis-
ory Council wouid be thereby more
representative and carry much greater
weight than couid be otherwise hoped °
for. Mr. Adams would have these
‘“proxies” revocahle at any time by
filing the name of another member of
the committee as representing the
constituent’s choice. “Presumably,”
Mr. Adams said, “the committeemen
would differ very materially in respect
to the number of supporters enrolled
as their personal constituents at a
given time, and the variations and
distribution of this constituent support
would throw a very interesting light
on the trend of public sentiment and
opinion upon the various subjects dis-
cussed.” Mr. Adams added that the
rublic announcements relative to the
acts of the committee, and how each
member stood with reference to given
public measures, would furmdsh an in-
teresting barometwsr of public opinion.
He believes the members of the com-
mittee and their friends would indulge
in a friandly rivalriy to secure as large
an enrollment as possible of personal
constituents.

NEWS NOTES

—The Mayors of the League of
Michigan Municipalities convened at
Grand Rapids on the 21st.

—On the 18th the new president of
France, Clement Armand tallieres (p.
692), assumed the duties of ‘his office
at Paris.

—John A. McCall, late president of
the New York Life insurance com-
pany (p. 659), died at Lakewood, N.
J., on the 18th.

—The lower house of the Ohio legis-
lature on the 13th voted down, 65 to
50, a bill giving women the right to
vote on temperance questions.

—A report to the legislature of New
York by the Armstrong insurance in-
vestigating committee (p. 659) was
made on the 18th. Remedial legis-
lation is proposed by fit. v

—The amendment to the Constitu-
tion of the State of Illinois, authoriz-
ing a special charter-for Chicago (p.
696) was sustained by the Supreme
Court of the State on the 15th.

—Alice Roosevelt (daughter of
President Roosevelt), and Congress-
man Longworth, of Cincinnati, were
married at the White House on the
17th by the Episcopal Bishop of Wash-
ington, Henry Y. Satterlee.

—At the electon for , mayor of
Greater Pittsburg on the 20th George
W. Guthrie, candidate of the Citizens
party and the Citizens League, was
elected over the Republican candidate,
Alexander M. Jenkinson (p. 696), by
6,000 plurality.
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—James A. B. Dilworth, a single tax

man of note in New York, and a
fruit expert, who wrote on that subject
for many years on the New York
Times, died at Yonkers on the 9th
at the age of ‘66 years. He was a
member of the firm of Gordon & Dil-
worth.

—At the Republican convention for
the Eleventh Congressional District of
Ohio on the 21st, Charles H. Grosve-
nor, who has represented the district
for 20 years, was defeated by Albert
Douglas. The vote was 78 to 20, and
Grosvenor's own county delegates
voted unanimously against him.

—A suit of the State of Missouri
against Illinois in the Supreme Court
of the United States to prevent the
emptying of the drainage canal with
Chicago sewage into the Mississippi
river and polluting its waters was dis-
missed on the 19th for want of evi-
dence of pollution, but without preju-
dice to the bringing of a new suit.

—One of the decisions handed down
by the Supreme Court of the United
States on the 13th held that a rail-
road company, which is a common car-
rier, could not own and mine coal or
own and transport any other commbd-
ity and then sell that coal or commod-
ity below the market price, so as, in
effect, to make the reduction a rebate
on the cost of transportation. The
suit was by the Interstate Commerce
Commission against the Chesapeake &
Ohio Railroad company.

—On the 17th at Denver Charles H.
Moyer, the president; William D. Hay-
wood, the secretary, and C. A. Petti-
bone, a former member of the execu-
tive board of the Western Federation
of Miners, were arrested at midnight
and immediately deported to Idaho on
extradition warrants. They are ac-
cused of complicity in the murder of
the late Gov. Stcunenberg of Idaho
(p. 669), upon alleged revelations of
the confessed murderer. Sensational
but questionable telegraphic repdrts
are published in the daily press re-
garding the maitter.

PRESS OPINIONS

THE BRITISH ELECTIONS.

(London) Land and Labor (Land Na-
tionalization), February.—Forty-one meni-
bers of the Land Nationalization Society
stood as candidates, and, of these, 34 have
been elected. Besides 58 avowed
friends of our cause, there are many
others who support the ‘‘tax and
buy” policy of our society. Taxation of
land values is supported by every Liberal,
every Labor man, and, we believe, by every
Irish Nationalist.

Elizabeth (N. J.) Times (ind. Dem.), Feb.
14.—A new force has entered the field of
British politics or, rather, an old influence
has begun to actively participate in the
administration of the affairs of the people
of Great Britain and Ireland. . . .
great number of the English people now
understand that to private land monopoly
are due most of the industrial and social il1s

which they have suffered, and which they
are experiencing to-day. With a knowl-
edge of the source of these evils, the appli-
cation of the proper remedies can be but
a matter of time.

WILLIAM J. BRYAN.

" Johnstown (Ra.) Daily Democrat (Dem.),
Feb. 7.—The whole country is beginning to
sit up and take notice that William J. Bry-
an is not the dangerous man he was so as-
siduously pictured. It has developed that
it was the big thieves in the giant trusts

"who did the mighty shouting against Bry-

an; that it was the holders of colossal graft
who yelled so vociferusly for ‘‘safety and
sanity;"” that it was the beneficiary of pub-
lic plunder who shouted “anarchy’” every
time Bryan’s name was mentioned. It has
developed that it was the McCalls, the Mc-
Curdys, the Depews, the Burtons, the
Mitchells, the McNichols, the Durhams, the
Ryans and the Morgans who put up other
people’s money for the ‘‘honor of the coun-
try"’—for “‘safety and sanity.” . . Mr.
Bryan is more than the great orator. Back
of his eloquence and his fluency is a firm
conviction for right; and because he wanted
to be right in 1896 and 1900 he was defeated
for President. The forces against him then
have been detected. . Sofar not a sin-
gle scoundrel brought to view was a Bryan
man. The whole nasty lot was against
him and the loss of the Presidency twice is
fully compensated in the fact that Mr, Bryan
can lay claim to the greater honor of having
been defeated only by a horde of public
plunderers. The chickensare coming home
to roost. Through all the years Mr. Bryan
has calmly awalted the judgment day. It
is about here. And when that day does
come, and come it will soon, it will mark
Mr. Bryan in popular esteem as one of the
noblest men in this great country.

IN OONGRESS.

. .
This report 18 an abstract of the Con ion
Record, tge ofticial report of Congressiona. r:uwo n!
Iogs. 1t inoludes all matters of general interest,
:% :lo:cies wi'th the lastgsme of the Renord at band

Roing t® pross. Page refere:
pages of Vol. 40 of that pubuca.uon.nm ire to the

‘Washington, Feb. 12-17,
Senate.

Senator Tillman's joint resolution direct-
ing the investigation of the relation of
railroads to coal mining (p. 2393), was
adopted on the 12th (p. 2400), and on the
13th the ship subsidy bill was further
considered (p. 2453). This bill was passed
on the 14th (p. 2511 to 2537); and on the 15th,
after consideration of the Statehood bill
had begun (p. 2606), the Senate adjourned to
the 19th (pp. 2613, 2614).

House.

A Dbill to punish wife-beating with flog-
ging in the District of Columbia was con-
sidered on the 12th (p. 2410) and laid on the
table—153 to 60. On the 13th'the House con-
sidered the fortifications appropriation
bill (p. 2474) and passed it on the 24th (pp.
2539, 2561). No husiness of general interest
was done on the 15th, and adjournment
was taken to the 19th (p. 2634).

Record Notes.—Senator Bacon’s speech
on the Constitutional power of the Pres-
ident and of the Senate in making treaties,
with special reference to Morocco and
Santo Domingo (p. 2344). Senator Spooner’'s
speech on the same subject (p. 2358). Sena-
tor Lodge’s speech on railroad rates (p.
2382). Text of Senator Tillman’s joint
resolution on the relation of railroads to
coal mining and his speech on the same
subject (p. 2393). Speech of Representative
Sulzer on the railroad rate bill (p. 2433).

A lucky man his wealth displays
And tells you how he made it.
The hen admires the china egg
And really thinks she laid it.

—~—Washington Star. -

RELATED THINGS
CONTRIBUTIONS AND REPRINT

A WONDER WORKER.
LUTHER BURBANK.
For The Public.
He dwells so nigh to Nature’'s brooding
heart,
He fecls the throbbing pulse of her desire;
And lending to her powers his subtle art,
He shapes the end to which she doth
aspire.
With loving falith in the Great Silent Cause,
Patlent, the Wonder Worker plans and
sOwWsS,
Knowing the desert, by its hidden laws,

In joy at last shall blossom as the rose.
ANNIE L. MUZZEY.

—————————————————

THE GREATEST DUTY.

From the fourth annual address of
Charles D. Huston, Mayor of Cedar Rapids,
Iowa, delivered to the City Council, Feb. 16,
1906, as printed in the Cedar Rapids Evening

Gazette.

Long ago I became convinced that
pc man can escave the dutles of citi-
zenship, and he should not wish to.
I believe that every man can be of
greater service to mankind by tak-
ing an active interest in civic affairs
than in any other way.

It matters little as to what party
he may affliate with, but it matters
much as to what principles he advo-
cates. . .

I am of the belief that the time will
come, and at no distant day, when
the people will firmly grasp tue great
idea of unity, the fatherhood of God
and the brotherhood of man; and when
they do, then Indeed will we have a
true democratic form of governmient.
And, when that time comes the manly
men who belleve that right is right
and must prevail, will be found ready
—yea, anxious sud willing—to hold
up the hands of those who stand for
good government, and will question
neither their poliucs nor religion.

HOW THE FILIPINOS RECEIVED
MR. BRYAN.

Little has been told in the press dis-
patches of the magnificent reception
and triumphal progress of Mr. Bryan
in the Philippine islands. The uni-
versal enthusiasm was astonishing
even to its object. According to El
Renaqimlento, Mr. Bryan asked as he
was driven through Paranyake, Las
Pinas and Bakoor: “Why do all the
people salute us? Do they treat all
Americans this way?”

‘“‘These salutations are for you,’
answered a prominent Filipino, ‘be-
cause they had been looking for your
coming. These people do not know
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you, but they know that you are here
and your name is loved.’

“In fact few names can be men-
tioned among the Filipinos that will
excite more sympathy. Bryan did not
need to come to be popular.

“The principal impression produced
by his presence, even among his chiet
political adversaries, is one of con-
summate amiability and discretion.
Bryan has not made any public dec-
larations nor expressed a judgment
of the Philippine administration. He
has not given the partisans pretext to
accuse him of being an agitator, or un-
patriotic in view 'of the enterprise
that America, as a nation, is under-
taking in these islands. His coming
has made a most grateful impression.
Without any ostentatious official char-
acter, he receives consideration from
the officers of the government, the re-
spect of the Americans and the hom-
age of the Filipinos; homage gpon-
taneous, sincere, cordial. Bryan, who
has penetrating insight, will have ob-
served this. If not, the onlookers
observe it. See the difference be-
tween the receptions according to or-
der and this purely voluntary one.
How many such have been given to
Americans in the Philippines?”

———————————————

“THE LITTLE MOTHER OF THE
PRISONERS.”

From the Chicago’Chronicle of Feb. 17,
1906.

Chicago’s “little mother of the pris-
orvers” is slowly passing away. Mrs.
Margaret Curtin, who for more than
20 years has been known as the good
angel of all the oppressed in this
city, is lying at her daughter’s home,
953 Hood avenue, fatally i1l with
cancer of the liver. The news of her
ceath will carry sorrow into more
humble homes of Chicago than that
of many of the world’s great ones.*
Mrs. Curtin has perhaps a wider ac-
quaintance among the wretched homes
and hovels of the city than any other
charity worker. Her work had taken
her for a number of years among the
drunken, the outcast and the utterly
abandoned, and it was among those
whom she had rescued from a life
of depravity and crime that she was
known by her sobriquet “little moth-
er of the prisoners.”

Many interesting and pathetic sto-
ries of her work in reuniting husbands
and wives, in restoring the self-re-
spect of the despairing and in find-

*Mrs. Curtin died on the morning of
Feb. 18,

ing homes for the homeless are well
known to her [riends.

One instance of her broad charity
is well known to tobacco dealers of
the city. She was accustomed to go
from tobacco shop to tobacco shop
begging for clippings, stubs and ends
and rejected tobacco leaf, which she
would take to her home and patiently
grind between the palms of her hands
vntil it was made serviceable. This
tobacco she would then place in small
raper bags and distribute among the
prisoners at the county jall and other
penal institutions. On one occasion
she secured a whole bale of rejected
leat from a dealer, who thought that
this would last her for the rest of
ker term of charities. Within two
months she was back to the same shop
asking for more.

Another instance of her charity oc-
curred in October, 1905. On that oc-
casion she was called from her home
in Edgewater at ten o’clock at night
tc visit a dying Italian woman in the
reighborhood of State street and Hub-
bard. court. When she arrived she
found the woman lying on a filthy
bianket on the floor with a two-
months-old baby by her side. The
window had been broken and the cold
air poured in th:ough the broken
pene. There wa3s absolutely no furni-
ture in the room. As she held the
dying woman’'s head in her lap the
single kerosene lamp went out and
the woman died in Mrs. Curtin’s arms
in total darkness. Mrs. Curtin paid
for and attended to the funeral and
saw that the child was properly cared
for. By such deeds as this she earned
the heartfelt gratitude of her “chil-
dren,” as she called them, and there
are hundreds of such homes in Chi-
cago where her illness is felt as a
direct personal sorrow.

Mrs. Curtin was an {indefatigable
worker in the juvenile court and for
more than 17 years had not missed a
weekly visit to Dunning, where she
gave unfailing care to the inmates.

THE CHURCH AND THE DEMO-
CRATIC IDEA.

Extract from address by Prof. J. H. Dil-
lard before the convocation of Episcopal
clergymen of North Louisiana, published
in Shreveport Daily Times of Feb. 10.

It was this fraternal spirit that St.
Paul was describing in the Fiftegnth
chapter of First Corinthians. It was
this truly democratic and fraternal

.| spirit that Francis of Assisi empha-

sized, and in which the Fra.nc;scan
order had its power until the church ab-

sorbed and ruined it. It was this spirit
that burned in John Ball, the great
peasant priest of England. It was this
spirit, translated into politi¢s, that
animated Thomas Jefferson when he
bravely wrote that all men are born
free and equal. It was this spirit
which Buckle felt when he described
its opposite. It was this spirit which
the greatest Italian since Dante, Jo-
seph Mazzlng, was urging, when he
sald, ip the middle of the nineteenth
century, that we had been reverencing
the soldier, the priest, the prince, and
that the time was at hand for rev-
erencing the man as man. It was
this spirit that fillled Henry George
when, before a great audience of work.
ingmen, he repudiated his introduc-
tion as their special friend, and de-
clared: “I am for men.” It is this
spirit which Gilbert Chesterton, the
latest of English writers, in his lat-
est book, 1s still deseribing for us
when he says that it helps man not
because man is s0 miserable, but be-
cause man is so great. In a word,
this is the spirit which dwells upon
the value of man as man. We see how
Christian it is, and how the idea of
equality comes in. It is the equality
in humanity, which far outweighs the
inequalities of birth, fortune, envi-
ronment, development or any other
distinction.

It would seem that this is the spirit
to which the church must commit-
ted, if she would be the church of
the people, if she would have her so-
cial work count, if she wishes her giv-
ing to have no cause to complain of
the ingratitude of the poor. Giving
and doing, no matter how honest and
sincere, if they be in the spirit of con-
descension, are pharisaism and not
charity. True philanthropy is true
fraternity. If the church shall un-
derstand and sympathize with democ-
racy, in the highest sense of that
word, then she will see that all spe-
clal privilege and all caste are un-
fraternal and unchristian.

History shows that the forces of
the church have too often stood on
the other side. This is especially true
since the democratic idea has begun
to make itself actually felt in legis-
lation. With notable individual excep-
tions, the mass of her influence has
been thrown against the reforms that
have made for the promotion of the
democratic spirit.

Perhaps Chesterton is right in say-
ing that the church was more demo-
cratic In her sympathy an methods
in the thirteentkr century than in the
nineteenth.  The great cathedrals
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were more democratic than our mod-
€rn pews.
‘have been, certainly in some ways,
more the church of the people than
she is to-day. In those days, says
Chesterton, it was the poor man who
went into the house of the rich to
give him a little friendly advice;
nowadays it is the rich man who
makes a fad of visiting and helping
the poor. There is some truth and
much significance~in the remark. The
schurch in her work, of course needs
the poor to-day just as much as she
needs the rich, and perhaps she wishes
for them as much. Does she get
them? We all know that she does
not. Not more than two per cent. of
our workingmen ever go inside a
<hurch. There has been much writ-
ten and said as to the cause of this.
1 have ventured in this address to sug-
gest what seems to me the - cause.
Back of external manifestations there
©of course always lies a cause, and that
<cause depends upon some inherent
spirit or idea. In the relation of the
<hurch to the industrial problem, and
in her divorce from the masses of the
people I believe that the trouble lies
in the fact that the church has not
yet sympathized with, and absorbed
as she should, the new democratic
spirit which, is growing in the world.
The triumph of this spirit, which is
new and yet is at least nineteen cen-
turies old, is, in the process of human
development, inevitable; inevitable,
because it is founded in the truth of
human fraternity, which Jesug him-
self taught and manifested to the
world.
—
CONSISTENCY.
For The Public.

A group of friends at table one
morning were talking of taxation.
They grumbled about the rates, the
changes which are often suddenly
made without any apparent reason,
and, in general, the disorder and ex-
orbitance of taxation methods. Not
wishing to argue, I listened quietly, un-
til the conviction became settled firmly
in their minds that the whole system
was a rotten affair. When all had
worked themselves up into a consider-
able heat over it, I volunteered a re-
mark:

“What seems strange to me,” I said,
“{s that while everybody resents the
present methods, they all howl if any-
one proposes a better system.”

A laugh went up, and a shout of
“Single tax! Single tax!”

The curious effect of my remark was

The church seems then to.

that when the laugh had subsided they
all forgot to go on grumbling.
JANE DEARBORN MILLS.

WHAT MAKES DESPOTS?
GROWTH OF THE POWER OF THE
EXECUTIVE.

The recent growth of the authority |

of the president of the United States,
the increase of his prerogative, has
been realized more clearly by foreign-
ers than by ourselves. Bjornsterne
Bjornson, discussing the question of
a monarchy or republic for Norway,
sald: ‘“We might as well have a
democratic kingship, like that of
England, as an autocratic presidency,
like that of the United States.”

It is a jest in earnest when the press
talks of “Princess Alice” and humor-
ous ballads sing of “good King Theo-
dore.” The people are lodging more
and more power with the executive.
We have well entered into that phase
which was the prelude of the Roman
empire, which was the twilight of the
states general of France, which pre-
ceded the tyrannies of the Pisistra-
tidae in Athens and the Dionysii of
Syracuse. Which is not repeating the
threadbare statement, the trite pre-
diction, that we are verging into a
monarchy.

This prediction has been made and
the danger ascribed to the machina-
tions of our privileged classes. We
should pause, and, reading by the
light of the past, take counsel lest by
the very means we adopt to fight the
privileged classes we follow the road
of other republics, that we suffer the
‘misfortune that changed liberal mon-
archies into despotisms. Full often
in his own person the popular lib-
erator has become a new despot, like
Rienzi, and the fight of the common-
alty against the nobles ended in the
erasing of commons and nobles and

‘the emerging of a Louis XIV.

The peculiarity of the strengthening
of the central power lodged in the
hands of one man is that in the begin-
ning it has come about by the, voice
of the common people, that it has been
through the struggles . of the pro-
letariat and not by the desire of the
aristocracy. Even the tyrants of the
Greek cities won their power by the
support of the rabble and it was the
nobility that felt the yoke, the nobil-
ity that finally undid them. The edu-
cated classes who wrote the histories
and tinged our idea of these tyrants
were the enemies of these men be-
cause they came into power through
the desire of the commonalty. The
diatribes against the Dionysii, Damo-

| who offered the crown to Caesar.

cles and their multitudinous ilk show
us that these tyrants were in reality
popular favorites, heroes half-way be-
tween the Folks and La Follettes and
the Crokers and Hinkey Dinks—
more like the former than the latter,
usually. )

The empire came to Rome, absolut-
ism came in France, because the peo-
ple combined with the consuls or
kings to break the strength of patri-
cians and nobles. It was the plebs
It
was the patriclans who slew him. It
was the army, sons of the common
people, who used to elect the impera-
tors, the emperors. The favorite
comparison of our present course with
the last days of the Roman republic
i« entirely unhistorical. The predic-
tion that the privileged classes will
turn us into an empire because they
made Rome an empire is basically
wrong, because it was not the priv-
ileged classes that turned Rome into
an empire, but the common people.

In mediaeval France, that freest of
mediaeval nations, to escape the op-
pression of the feudal lords, the peo-
ple, the bourgeols, the free citles,
made common cause with the king
against the enemy of both. The
French king was little more.than duke
of the Isle of Franee, that small do-
main which he ruled personally. The
great lords of Burgundy, Brittany,
Picardy and othe: chiefs were al-
most upon an equality with him. In
order to fight the nobles, the com-
mon people intrusted all their rights
and immunities to the king. They saw
that if he were stronger the nobles
‘would be weaker. The nobles were
not servants and bulwarks of the
throne, as they became later, but
rivals. The great trades gullds, the
free cities, the legislative assembly
of the states gereral, did not cease
to be because the kingship absorbed
their privileges by insidious design.
Their rights were voluntarily made
-over to the king with the result that,
when the nobles were subdued, he
only remained.

There has been a uecided growth of
the power of our president. As great
combinations of capital have arisen,
able to frustrate law and legislation,
the common people have turned, as
ever before in history, to the central
power. By the desire of the people,
the president’s prerogative is greater
than that of any European monarch,
except Nicholas, Wilhelm and Abdul.
The foreign press no longer allude to
him as our president, but d4s vour
“ruler.” Foreign courts. treat direct
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with him, exchange courtesies, confer
gifts upon his family as upon another
royalty. His acis are as little sub-
ject to review as are those of a king.
He sets up and puts down like a very
monarch. By the voice of the peo-
ple!

It is the people trylng to break mod-
ern feudalism as ancient feudalism
was broken. Losing confidence in
congress, unable to exact responsibil-
ity from that body of hundreds of
members, they uppeal to one man.

That this contemporary phenomenon
will have the ancient result let us not
assume to say. We will doubtless
-stop the progression. Modern feudal-
ism hasn’t the stirength of ancient
feudalism. History is made faster
now than it was in the past. The
fight of king and people against no-
bles in Spain and England did not
.-reach the point of absolutism. What-
ever the future may have in store,
we have at least repeated history to
‘the extent of increasing the power of
the executive in order to diminish the
power of the privileged classes. The
power and personZl respomnsibility of
the president will increase until the
power of great capitalistic combina-
tions decreases. Thus far will our
president tread in the path of Julius
Caesar.—Wardon Allan Curtis, in Chi-
cago Daily News of Feb. 19.

THE LABOR UNION A STEP TO
DEMOCRACY.

Portions of a sermon delivered by the
Rev. Dr. E. A. Wasson in St. Stephen’s
Episcopal Church, Newark, N. J., Feb. 11,
1906. As reported in the Newark Advertiser.

Fundamental democracy and funda-
mental Christianity are the same
thing, approached from different
sides. Jesus approached it from the
religious side; Lincoln from the po-
litical and economic. Lincoln was
the first, that is, the greatest Amer-
ican. 'Washington was a gentleman
after the old English idea. Lincoln
was a man after the new American
fdea. To be a gentleman is much;
to be a man is more. Jesus’s favorite
term for Himself was Son of Man,
that is, Man. Lincoln was simple,
elemental, always contemporary. We
do not assoclate him with accidents
ol dress peculiar to his day, as we
dc Washington. He is not for a
day, but for all time. After genera-
tions of toil and tribulation we shall
arrive at a betier state of soclety,
cnly to find that Lincoln has antici-
pated us. It will be long before Amer-

icans cease to sil as learners at the
feet of Father Abraham. .

Lincoln was the successor of Jeffer-
son. Lincoln did for a race what
Jefferson and his contemporaries did
for a nation. They both stood for
the democratic idea and against the
aristocratic idea. Democracy says one
man is as good as anogher, and ought
tc have an equal voice in the govern-
nient. Aristocracy says that one man
is better than another, and is com-
retent to rule not only himself but
others as well. The creed of democ-
racy has two short articles. The first
is, I am as good as you. The second
is, You are as goond as I.

Lincoln’s early conditions were not
g0 unfavorable as might be supposed.,
With all its deprivations, there was
al least freedom and equality. One
man was as good as another, the em-
pioyed as the employer. Those con-
ditions made for the democracy, which
says that the whole is greater than
any part. Lincoln believed in noth-
ing less than the whole, that two
heads are better than one, and three
than two. He nad faith in man, and
the more man the more faith., When
aristocracy said that the common peo-
ple were ignorant, inefficient, inex-
perienced, fickle, Lincoln answered: It
may be true, but they can be taught,
they can be trained, and it is best
for them to profit by their own blun-
ders. N .

Always there is that effort to dis-
credit the people, to get away from
them, to get above them. This it is
which has made the national Senate
the most eminent assemblage of
rogues that ever gathered together,
that in a republican nation they are
unrepresentative and irresponsible.
How many of them would be out of
the penitentiary if the laws were exe-
cuted on them?

And does anycne suppose that if
the people wera free to choose, the
present incumbents would be selected?
And likewise with our judges, who are-
becoming the most dangerous menace
tc the freedom of the country. If
the people were left free to select
they would at lcast select men that
looked to them, and not to organized
wealth, as their masters. We are
bidden to say ncthing that will un-
dermine respect for the judiciary. It
is the bounden duty of every good cit-
jzen to say all that he can to under-
mine respect for any institution that
does not deserve respect; and the ju-
diciary does not.

It is safer to defy the Lord God Al-
mighty than to criticise a judge. The

Lord God won’t bother about you, but
the judge will throw you into jail
for monthse without hearing or trial.
On what meat hath this our judicial
Caesar fed that he hath grown so
great? With his injunctions he comes
near to making other functions and
arms of government superfluous.
Who is he anyway? In nine cases
out of nin% a man who cringes before
the money power, that put him where
he is, and bestrides s common mor-
tals, whose bread he Is eating, like a
colossus. It is because that prac-
tically nowhere have the people the
choice of these men. They are put
where they are by the corporations
diréctly, or through thefr tools the
political bosses.
awe of these people. He denounced
a decision of the Supreme Court of
the nation as “a burlesque upon ju-
dicial decisions, a slander and prof-
anation upon the honored names and
sacred history of republican America.
It must be overruled and expunged
from the books of authority.”” ‘The

. people,” he said, ‘the people are the

rightful masters of both congresses
and courts.”

‘What is needed is a direct control
by the people over ‘their servants and
their legislation. They must be able
to oust any man that conttavenes their
will; to initiate legislation that their
misrepresentatives refuse to enact, and
to check and thwart legislation hostile
to their interests. These same classes
that are so fearful that the people
cannot take care of themselves are the
same classes that crucified Jesus, and
who would have dpne it long before
had they not feared the common peo-
ple who heard Him gladly. Let these
presidents and judges and legislators
look to the rock whence they were
hewn and to the hole of the pit
whence they were digged. . . .

The labor union is a necessary step-
in the progress to democracy, and the
eight-hour day is a necessity to the
labor wunion. I am for it unequivo-
cally. It means Letter morals, better
health, better work, better minds.

How can a minister criticise 3
closed shop, when the minlstry
closed tighter than any shop you ever
saw? We ministers have managed it
go, each denomination by itself, that
competition is reduced to a minimum.
The pastor enters the church he is
called to with the distinct understand-
ing that his employer, the congrega-
tion, can do little or nothing without
his consent. No other minister can
set foot in it without his invitation,

Lincoln stood in no -
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nor can his employer touch the organ ;

or raise his voice in song in the choir,
in the Episcopal church, without his
consent. Nor can any other Episcopal
minister preach anywhere in his
peighborhood, not even in a hall or
ir the public street, without his con-
sent. Talk about closed shop; be-
sides the years of preparation re-
quired. "When we are sick, instead
of docking us, they send us jam and
bouquets and come and pray by our
bedside. That’s where we have got
our employer! And when work is
slack our pay goes on just the same.
This is not democracy, but it ought
{0 close our mouths against the closed
shop in other trades.

Industry is the crux of the whole
situation: for men live, not by vot-
ing, but by eating.

Democracy is the voice of the peo-
ple, and the voice of the people is the
voice of God.

A WARNING AGAINST PRECIPI-
TANCY.

, For The Public. *

Jepson—Listen to this, Stepson;

here's a man who declares agairst tao

enforcement of a certain law, in” con-
nection with contract labor—

Stepson (explosively, his faee red-
dening in anger)—Yes! I'll warrant
you. Labor agitation and anarchy are
most appropriately coupled in the
same sentence! Against enforcement
of law;—who does not know, without
your confirming the fagct by reading
out of a newspaper item, that all these
labor agitators are at heart an-
archists? Of course, they're against
enforcement of law! The only prop-
er way to deal with such incendiaries
would be to put them in prison as fast
as they proclaim their enmity to ‘civ-
ilized society by any such.anarchistic
utterance!

Jepson—But walit a bit, Stepson.
Hear the whole sentence.

Stepson—The whole sentence? I
know whence the thing emanates,
from the outrageous character of what
you’ve already read. Gompers, prob-
ably, or John Mitchell. ;

Jepson (reading from the Chicago
Record-Herald, of December 17)—“As
to contract labor, the law . . . never
ought to be enforced.”

Stepson—Eh—who sald that?

Jepson—The press dispatch ascribes
it to President Charles W. Eliot, of
Harvard.

Stepson (explosively, his face red-
dening—in something else than an-

1}

ger, this time)—Ahum! Ahem! A—ah
—er—a—ahem! Yes.
E. H. P.

A GREAT AND PICTURESQUE OB-
JECT LESSON IN TAXATION.

Nowhere in the world are there so
many magnificent buildings within the
same area as on Manhattan Island.
Their very profusion prevents full recog-
nition of their excellence. Structures
that in smaller cities would be monu-
mental are here lost ambdng the giants
that crowd each other into comparative
smallness. The facade of an insurance
company’s building attracts little at-
tention, though less imposing ones have
made European towns famous. Domes

and spires of old world cathedrals would ]

be lost if transplanted among the tower-
ing office bufldings that overshadow the
spire of Trinity church and hide this
one time landmark. Millions of dollars
are expended on structures used only for
desk room; hundreds of thousands are
lavished on vestibules that outshine
many a famed stairway in ducal palaces,
but are unnoticed by the throngs who
hurry past them intent only on their
daily bread.

Here, if anywhere, the ordinary ob-
server, were he questioned, would reply
that however valuable the land might
be, surely the worth of the buildings
was as much or more.

And yet to Manhattan the value of*all
buildings is less than one-half the value
of sites. To be exact, improvements are
only 31 per cent. of the total value of
taxable real estate. If the observer came
from a small town where houses were
usually four or five times as valuable as
the lots on which they stood, he would
expect that these towering marble pal-
aces would far exceed the value of the
land on which they stand. Yet only one
or two of the finer office buildings cost
as much as the land on which they are
built. None of the great department
stores is worth as much as its site.
Furthermore, almost every one of the
palatial residences along Fifth avenue
is valued less than the price of the lot
on which it stands, and many of these
residences are worth less than a third of
the total value of the property.

These illustrations from -the dry fig-
ures of the city assessment roll are of
interest not merely to economists. They
are of practical importance to the busi-

_ness man and to the wage earner. For

they show how easily far greater mate-
rial progress can be made; how the

.whole of Manhattan island could fast

be covered by modern buildings which,
though so numerous, now occupy only a
small portion of its area; how homes

could pe made to spring up in the out-
lying boroughs, and modern' apart-
ments be made to replace the dumb-
bell tenements. ' .

Consider that all magnificent modern
buildings and apartments have been
huilt in spite of she fact that not only
every dollar put into bare construction,
but all the money spent upon elaborate
decoration will be subject to taxation.
How much more and better building
would be done if the discouragement of
an annual fine upon such enterprise were
removed.

The exemption of improvements from
taxation has been advocated for many
years and from various standpoints,
However, few of even the most sanguine
advocates of this change have held that
such exemption could he given with so
little added burden to any one as can
now be shown would result from its
adoption in the city of New York. It
has generally been thought that to ex-
empt improvements would double the
tax rate. But if all buildings in the city
of New York were exempted the tax
rate in Manhattan and the Bronx would
not exceed $2.17 on the hundred dollars.
This year the rate has been: fixed at
nearly $1.50, so that total exemptfbn of
buildings would add only 67 cents td the
rate, an increase of less than 50 per cent.
Thus under the present “full valuation”
the tax rate would be less with buildings
exempt than it was three years ago un-
der the old haphazard assessment.

Tl}e effect of such a change in taxation
is perhaps easier understood if stated in
another form.

Every property owner whose land
value assessment is not more than two-
thirds of his present real estate assess-
ment would pay less taxe8 than now if
all buildings were exempt.

Every owner whose land value as-
sessment is only one-third of his present
assessment would pay only one-half the
taxes he now pays if buildings were ex-
empt.

Here are the data on which' these
statements are based, compiled from
the assessment for 1904, when for the
first time the assessment rolls showed
the assessed value of land separately
from the total assessment qf real prop- .
erty. The value of improvements is
easily determined by subtraction, and {n
the following table the value of land and
the value of improvements in the dif-
ferent boroughs of the city in 1904 is
given. These figures do not show the
value either of roadbeds or special fran-
chises of corporations, but are simply
what may be termed ordinary taxable
real estate—buildings and lots.
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Value value
Land. Buildi

.82,435 918,737 §1,046,7. 4
,996,762 85,467,290
395,841,616 455 123,072
70,118,846 szz.zm
20,028,231 20 844,278
Total ceeeeeecenanes $8,072,987,690 $1,658,785,184

If all the building®# in the city of New
York were exempted from taxation the
total assessment of taxable real and per-
sonal property for 1904 of $5,640,642,667
would have been reduced to $3,981,767,-
323. '

The following table shows the tax rate
(omitting decimals) in the various bor-
oughs in 1904, and the rate that would
have produced the same revenue
had buildings been exempted and
other taxes and revenues remained
unchanged. The greater propor-
tional increase in some boroughs is
due to the county taxes, which are in-
cluded in the levy:—

Rate Under

Rate in 1904. Exemption.
‘BrooKIyn ..ccceeeeesnnee .67 2.30
Manhattan and Bronx. 1.61 2.30
Queens ........ceeeeenee 1.67 2.28
Richmond ............ . 1.59 2.32

Exact calculations for 1906 cannot
yet be giveh, but the proportion of
land to improvement value cannot be
mudh different. The tax rate for 1905
has. just been placed at about two
cents lower, and in Richmond the rate
will be reduced more than three cents,
80 that the table shows the maximum
increase to be expected from exemp-
tion.

Some {llustrations of the effect of
building exemption on different classes
of property will be of interest. Lower
Fifth avenue, changing from residen-
tial to commercial uses, shows the ex-
tent to which improvers are now fined
for their emterprise. Adding the fig-
ures for old and new properties in the
four blocks from Eighteenth to Twen-
ty-second street shows these totals for
the two classes:—

Modern ola

Buildings. Buildings.
Land value .....ccveennee ,980,000  $4,007,000
Building value........... 4,495,000 806,000
Taxes in 1904.............. ,628 72,840
Taxes under exemption. 129,766 86,951

It is important to note that while ex-
empting buildings would reduce the
taxes of owners of fine structures, the
burden upen those whose buildings are
antiquated would not be so seriously
increased. And the latter class would
have this enormous advantage which
they do not enjoy at present, that
when they did put up fine improve-
ments (as most of them undoubtedly
will some day), their taxes would not
bo increased as would happen now if
they improved.

‘| raise the tax to $1,800.

to more productive use without any in-
crease of taxes.

There are rows and rows of old
buildings off Fifth avenue, where the
land is assessed as high as $60,000, and
the total assessment is only $65,000.
Such property pays $975 taxes now.
Under exemption the tax would be
$1,302. But a $60,000 building could
be put up without increasing the tax,
whereas now such enterprise woulq
It is easy to
see that building exemption would en-
courage owners of such property to
improve as the site requires,

The effect of exemption upon tene-
ment property would be still more
marked. Typical old fiats in Manhat-
tan are assessed at $10,000 for the
land and '$5,000 for the building. The
tax on such property last year was
$227; under exemption it would be
$217. New flats that were assessed at
$11,000 for the land and $27,000 for
the building paid $5675, whereas under
exemption they would have paid but
$239, a saving of $236. This is the in-
terest at 414 per cent. on $5,200, or one-
quarter the cost of the building.

It seems hardly necessary to dis-
cuss the help that exemption would
be in solving thre tenement house prob-
lem, when it would give such financial
benefits to the landlords who put up
maodern flats, and vylth the increase of
room accommodation some of this
benefit would go to the tenant in de-
creased rent or better quarters.

On small houses, such as are as-
sessed in Brooklyn at $800 for land
and $3,300 for building, the present tax
of $60 would be cut to $19, a saving
of $41 a year, the interest on $800.
This would be quite a help to the wage
earner trying to buy a home. Illustra-
tions could be multiplied, but these
must suffice.

It is hardly to be expected, however,
that such & change as the total exemp-
tion of improvements will be accom-
plished all at once. If it were brought
about gradually, either by exempting
a specific amount or by imposing a
lighter tax upon improvements, or by
gradually decreasing the assessment
on them Im accordance with a fixed
scale, the needed changes in the tax
rate would hardly: be felt.

Yet were the entire exemption
granted now and the tax rate there-
fore raised to 2.17, it would not stay
long at that figure. The impetus to
building and indirectly to trade
through the encouragement of enter-

They could increase ! prise would immediately enhance the

their incomes by turning their land | value of New York land, and it would

not be long before land values would
increase to such a point that very little-
more than the present tax rate would
produce as much revenue as is now
derived from the real estate tax, withs
the additional advantage to the land
owners of increased value and conse-
quently enhanced incomes.

Philadelphia years ago declined to
tax personal property, because, said
its councilmanic committee, such taxa-
tion would discourage industry and de-
press real estate values so that land
owners would lose more than they
would gain. If exemption of personal
property is beneficial to Philadelphia
real estate owners, how much more
direct would be the benefit from the
exemption of buildings to the real es-
tate owners of New York?—A. C.
Pleydell, in the New York Evening
Telegram of August 1, 1905.

Russians all over Russia are glad to
employ Finnish servants, because
‘“they never steal, and nothing has
to be locked up.” I remember how
cnce, wien I went to the captain of
a steamer which was carrying me to
Stockholm to find out when I could
telegraph to Helsingfors for a val-
uable gold buckle I had left in a
hotel, ‘he replied. “There is no oc-
casion to telegraph; write to the ho-
tel manager when you get to Stock-
holm, and he will send the buckle to
you. ‘No one eve- steals in Finland.”
I wrote as he directed, and the buckle
followed me to England, where I re-
ceived it soon’ after my arrival.—Mrs.
Meakin’s ‘““Russia.”

“And now, my son,” said the bank
president, “on this the threshold of
your business life I desire to impress
one thought upon you. Honesty, ever
and always, is the policy that ie best.”

“Yes, father,” said the young man.

“And, by the way,” appended the
graybeard, “I would urge you to read
up a little corporaticn law. It will
amaze you to find how many things
you can do in a business way, and
still.be honest.”—Minneapolis Journal.

BOOKS

OSCAR WILDE'S AWAKENING.
De Profundis. By Oscar Wilde

Methuen & Co., London.

This is the only thing written by Os-
car Wilde while he was in jail; and
brilliant as are some of his epigram-
matic plays and essays, none of them
will endure as will this personal rec-
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ord of a contrite and a broken heart.
More truly personal and candid than
Rousseau’s Confessions, it will take
its place with it as one of those bar-
ings of the soul to public view. Like
Rousseau’s Confessions, De Profundis
is self-conscious. No artistic nature
ever loses self-consciousness. The
ariist must give expression to him-
self. He cannot live without doing
so; he cannot even die without doing
so. In this little book this artist
says: “On the other side of the prison
wall there are some poor black soot-
besmirched trees, which are just break-
ing out into buds of an almost
shrill green. I know quite well what
they are going through. They are
finding expression. Expression is as
necessary to me as leaf and.blossoms
are to the black branches of the trees
that show themselves above the prison
walls and are so restless in the wind.”

As a lesson in true humility, the
ook is a sermon; as an example of
how to absorb, and overcome disgrace,
it must remain as a help and a con-
solation; as a picture of Christ, the
great Poet and Artist of the world,
it is a poem. Some of its thoughts
are: ‘“Whatever happens to another
happens to oneself, and whatever hap-
- pens to oneself, happens to another.
When Christ says, 'Forgive your en-
emies,” it is not for the sake of the
enemy, but for your own sake that
He says s0.” He describes himself on
- the platform of Clapham Junction, in
convict dress,, the butt and ridicule
of the multitude, and confesses that
for a long time he wept in bitterness
of heart in his prison over that hu-
miliation. ‘“Well, now,” he says, “I
am beginning to feel more regret for
the people who laughed than for my-
self.”

Speaking of the discharged criminal
as an outcast, he writes this truth:
“Soclety takes upon itself the right to
inflict appalling punishment on the in-
dividual . . . and fails to realize what
it has done. When the man’s pun-
ishment is over, it leaves him to him-
self. That is to say, it abandons
him at the very moment when its
highest duty toward him begins.”

“Christ’s place is with the poets.
His' whole conception of humanity
sprang right out of the imagination
and can only be realized by it. . . .
He was the first to conceive the di-
vided races as unity. ... There.is still
something almost incredible in the
idea of a young Galilean peasant imag-
ining that he could bear on his own
shoulders the burden of the entire
world, . . . and, not merely imagining
this, but actually achieving it, so
that at the present moment all who
come in contact with his personal-
ity . . . in some way find that the
ugliness of their sin is taken away,
and the beauty of their sorrow re-
vealed to them.”

“He saw that love was the first
secret of the world, . . . and that it
was only through love that one could
approach either the heart of the leper
or the feet of God.”

‘“And, above all, Christ is the most
supreme of individualists. It is tragic
how few people ‘possess their souls’
bhefore they die. ‘Nothing is more
rare in any man,’ says Emerson, ‘than
an act of his own.’ . . . In his view
of life he is one with the artist who
knows that by the inevitable law. of
self-perfection the poet must sing. . . .
To turn an interesting thief into &
tedcious honest man was not his aim.

. The conversion of a publican

into a Pharisee would not have seemed

to him a great achievement, but in
a manner not yet understood of the
world, he regarded sin and suffering
as being in themselves beautiful and
holy things and modes of perfection
. .+ « Of course, the sinner must re-
pent.

But why? Simply because
otherwise he would be wunable to
realize what he had dpme. . . . It

is the means by which one alters one’s
vast. The Greeks thought that im-
possible. They often say in their
Gnomic aphorisms: ‘Even the gods
cannot alter the past.” Christ showed
that the .commonest sinner could do
it; that it was the one thing he couléd
do.”

And so he discourses of Christ with
the sympathy of the poet with the
poet, the artist with the artist, the
sufferer with his consoler.

Toward the end of this missal he
writes: “I tremble with pleasure
when I think that on the very day of
my leaving prison both the laburnum
and the lilac will be blooming, and I
shall see the wind stir into restless
heauty the swaying gold of the one
and make the other toss the pale pur-
ple of its plumes so that all the air
shall be Arabia for me.”

He said of himself that when he
went into prison he exclaimed: "“What
an ending! What an ending!” But
now he could say: “What a beginning!
What a beginning!” But it was not
to endure for long, and a handful of
Paris literary men soon followed to
a borrowed grave in an obscure ceme-
tery the cheap pine coffin in which lay
this broken instrument men had
numed Oscar Wilde.

Let him who knows every fiber of
that instrument, its stops and keys
ané its quiverings, be his judge. His
faults willl die; his poetry will live,
arnd none longer than this poem of a
stricken soul. One of the truths of
life, in the contemplation of which we
may find gratification, is that only the
best survives. Time is a great cru-
cible burning away all offensive, gross
and sordid matter, and leaving only
the sublime. Who cares for the riot-
ou1s life of Marlowe? save that a
knife thrust, in a brawl cut short a

fertile and a wondrous life; or for the
desertion of wife and children by
Shakespeare? The world is a selfish
world, and in time a kindly world.
for it says: “Tut! what have we to
do with the frailties of a frail life?
Beliold the treasure it has bestowed
upon us.” Butit is Time which covers
over, not Christian charity. That love
and tenderness which was the sweet-
est blossom of Christ’s soul cannot be
srafted into the bleod of priestly in-
oculation, and most Christians limic
their brotherly love and charity to
some motions of the lips once a
week—not in hypocrisy, but in that
smug, self-satisfied self-delusion worse
than hypocrisy. On his release from
prison Wilde found himself, as he
himself has sald, an outcast unaid-
ed by Christian society, and deserted
by all save a few, who had Christian
charity by birthright, not by profes-
sion. '

It matters nothing at all to him
uow, but it matters much to us—for
ne said a truth, that whatsoever we
do unto another, we do unto ourselves.
How long he will live among men aft-
cr his present death I do not know.
but I do believe he is enough the
poet to live long after the generation
which laid the rod of punishment
upon his back and then turned away,
has been forgotten. His errors are
fading back to earth as things of the
flesh, and how far he was a helpless
victim to the insanities of the flesh,
and how far a willful slave,.no man
can say—but it is certain that the
sinzer and all his sins have died, and
it might almost be said no man held
out the hand to him. And it is cer-
tain that the world will treasure the
tlowers he gave and care nothing at
all for the soil from which they sprang
—or if caring, it will be with a divine
pity denied to the living.

C. E. 8. WOOD,

— -

FUNERAL ADDRESSES.
Addresses at the Funeral of Henry
George. Compiled by Edmund
Yardley. With an Introduction by
Henry George, Jr. Published by
The Public Publishing Company,
First National Bank Bullding, Chi-

cago. Price, 40 cents net.
Of the ten thousand people who
crowded the Grand Central Palace

hall in New York city on an October
Sunday in 1897, with Henry George’s
body in the midst of them, to pay
their last tribute of respect and af-
fection to this dead leader, none could
have missed the inspiration of that
most remarkable of funerals.

Four distinguished men and elo-
quent orators delivered the addresses.
They were Lyman Abbott, the Con-
gregational minister; Gustav Gottheil,
the Jewish rabbi; Edward McGlynn,
the Roman Catholic priest; and John
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‘“HE’S GOOD ENOUGH FOR ME!”
(Latest edition of the Roosevelt campaign cartoon.)

S. Croshy, lawyer and single tax or-
ator. )

R. Heber Newton, the distinguished
Episcopal clergyman, having impres-
sively read the funeral service of his
church and offered a prayer, Dr. Ab-
bott came forward to speak. He
struck a chord lightly to which Dr.
Gottheil and then Dr. McGlynn gave
greater and still greater volume.
“We can say of him,” said Mec-
Glynn, “as the Scriptures  say:
‘There was a man sent of God
whose name was John;’
lieve that T mock not those sacred
Scriptures when I say: ‘There was
a man sent of God whose name was
Henry George.’” Af this the elec-
trified audience, until then restrained,
gave way to applause, repeated again
and again. From that moment the
conventional funeral hush was disre-
garded, and applause frequently
punctuated the oratory. At no point
was it more prolonged than when Mr.

—

ATTORNEYS.

ED. CYRUS LEUBUSCHER,
COUNSELOR AT LAW,

Rooms 811, 812, 813 and 814,
258 Broadway, Borough of Manhattan,
Telephone: 4084 Cortlandt. NEW YORK.

v

WILLIAM H. HOLLY
LAWYER

1506 Tribune Building, CHICAGO

Central 2056
Telephonu{ Automatic 4065

and I be-|
‘significantly said, they really trans-

Crosby, referring to George’s having
threatened established institutions,
exclaimed: “Threatened? He has not
only threatened them; he has shaken
them to their foundations;” nor so vo-
ciferous as when the same speaker
argued that “if we have faith in God
and believe that whenever he makes
a thing right he also makes it prac-
ticable, then may we pray, hope and
work, as did Henry George, for the
coming of the Kingdom.” At first the
demonstrations were shocking to con-
ventional minds; but,as Dr. Newton

lated a funeral into a resurrection. -
These inspiriting addresses, with
only enough explanation by the com-
piler to picture the unique occasion,
have now for the first time been
brought together in book form. The
work has been excellently done by

Society for Ethical Gulture
Free Lecture Course

Sunday Mornings at 11 0'clock,
Steinway Hail, 17 E. Van Buren St., Chicago

*SUBJECTS :

Feb. 25. The Power of an Idea. By Rev,
Herbert S. Bigelow, of Cincin-
natl, 0.

March 4. Prof. George B. Foster. of
the University of Chicago,author
of **'The Finality of the Christian
llh’llglon.” Subject will be announced
ater.
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interest. Familiarity with TR PusLic will commend
it as a paper that is not only worth reading, but also
worth filing.

TerMs:—Annual Subscription, $1.00; Semi-Annual
Subscription, 50 cts: Quarterly Sutscription, 25 cts:
Trial Subscription (4 weeks), 10 cts; Single ies,
5 cts. Free of postage in United States, Canada,:Cuba
and Mexico. E!sewhere, pcstage extra, at the rate
of one cent per week. All checks. drafts, post office
money orders and express money orders should be
made &ayable to the order of THz PusLic PuBLisHING
Co. Money Orders or Chicago or New York Drafts
are preferred. On all local checks add 10 cts. for ex-
change.asrequired by the Chicago banks. Subscribers
wishing to change address must give the old address
as well as the new one.

Published weekly by The Public Pubiishing Com-
pany, First National Bank Bullding, Chicago, 1il.

TERMS OF ADVERTISING
Per agate line, - - each insertion, $0.0S

Per inch, (14 lines). - - .70
Per column (133 lines), - . . 6.65
One-quarter page (100 lines). . 5.00
One-Falf page (g200 lines), - *10.00
One page (400 lines), - . - 20.00
Front cover page, - - * 25.00
Front cover half-page, - o ‘- 5.00
Last cover page, - - ** 25.00
Last cover-half-page, - " - 12.50
Last cover quarter-page, - N 6.25

Advertising Forms Close on the Tuesday Preceding
the Saturday of Publication.

Edmund Yardley, to whom it was a
labor of love; and its value is en-
hanced by the interesting introduc-
tion from the-pen of the son and
biographer of Henry George, who, be-
sides telling briefly the .story of
George’s life and characterizing the
man, gives a succinct explanation of
the doctrines for which he stood.
Although the attractive typograph-
ical design of the book has been slight-
ly marred in some places by care
less folding of pages, for which the

AN OPPORTUNITY

WANTED —A Presbyterian Mission,
located in a growing town in the
central west, desires a young ener-
getic minister who believes in the
philosophy of Henry George. A most
excellent opportunity for the right
man. Address A B C, care THE PUBLIC.

AN OPPORTUNITY

W ANTED-—Capable men with strong church
connections and interested in economics. to
organize and manage a lecture course in resi-
dent city. For basis of compensation and full
particulars, address

F. . MONRUE, Manager,

610 Stelnway Hall, CNICAGO

Please mention THE PUBLIC when you write to advertisers.
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publishers have made allowance by
deducting 20 per cent. from the price
originally contemplated, its readabili-
ty is not affected. In other respects
a neat little volume of 565 pages, which
can be quickly read, and which will be
read with interest by almost anyone
of serious mind, it is well calculated
to draw attention to George’s career
and excite deeper interest in his teach-
ings. Mr. Yardley has done a dis-
tinct service in preserving these short,
crisp, thoughtful, reverent but cant-
less and inspiring speeches, which but
for him might have been wholly lost.

BOOKS RECEIVED.

—City Government for Young People. A
Study of the American City, adapted for
School Use and for Home Reading for
Children. By Charles Dwight Willard, sec-
retary of the Municipal League, Los An-
geles, California. Published by The Mac-
millan Company, London and New York.
To be reviewed.

—Facts and Figures. The Basis of Eco-
nomic Science. By Edward Atkinson.
Published by Houghton, Mifflin & Com-
pany, Boston. To be reviewed.

—Who's Who (British), 1906. An Annual
Biographical Dictionary. Fifty-eighth year
of issue. Published at London by Adam-
and Charles Black and at New York by
‘The Macmillan Company. To be reviewed.

PERIODICALS

Moody's Magazine (New York)
financially cold but intellectually alert,
directs attention in the February is-
sue to the remarkable fact that our
amazing volume of export balances
keeps us in debt to Europe instead of
making us her creditor, and passes
some shrewd observations upon the
phenomenon. A valuable paper on tax
regulation in New York is contrib-
uted by Lawson Purdy, and John
Moody writes entertainingly as well
as instructively of “get-rich-quick”
schemes, closing with good advice to
investors, whom he warns to invest
only through bankers or agents of
good reputation.

The January issue of The Annals
of The American Academy of Po-

litical and Social Science (Philadel- -

phia) is an issue of extraordinary
value for students of municipal affairs.
Its collection of special articles, by
experts, on the subject of municipal
ownership, is especially important.
Among the flelds studied are Glasgow,
London, Germany, Chicago, Massachu-
setts and New York city. The next
most important subject in point of
treatment is municipal government
with especial reference to home rule.
Here also the essays are on the prac-
tical side. They relate especially to
Missouri, Baltimore and Philadel-
phia. A symposium on the relation
of American municipalities to the
gas and electric light service, is not
the least valuable item in this excel-
lent collection; and a paper by .Clin-
ton Rogers Woodruff on municipal
progress in 1904-06, a brief historical
outline, by grouping widely separated

ANNOUNCEMENT OF
BANQUET TO

MR. J. W. BENGOUGH
OF TORONTO

NEw ITEMS OF INTEREST

The members and friends of
the Henry George Liecture Asso-
ciation will tender a banquet to
Mr. J. W. Bengough, the car-
toonist of THE PuBLIC and
lecturer on the staff of the
‘‘Association,” on Friday, March
2, 1906, at 6:30 P. M., in the
banquet hall of the Auditorium,
Chicago.

Mr. Hamlin Garland will be
Toastmaster.

The Committee on Toasts and
Speakers is composed of : Ham-
lin Garland, Wallace Rice, Louis
F. Post, W. Chas. Tanner and
Trumbull White.

The list of speakers includes
John T. McCutcheon, W. D.
Nesbit, Rex E. Beach, Rev.
Herbert S. Bigelow, Prof. Lee
Francis Lybarger, and Trumbull
White.

The Chairman of the Recep-
tion Committee is Miss Leonora
Beck.

Further announcemeuts will
be made next week.

For further particdlars address

F. H. MONROE, Pres.
610 Steinway Hall, Chicago, Ill.

“WILCUT”

The Knife That Holds Its Edge

These knives, being made from the
bLest steel in the world for the pur-
ose, are absolutely perfect in
thelr andare g t

to stay sharp longer than an
others. hA loriw, Io::ale kgl (]
with a sharp, keen, ng edge,
B ror thin 3 accurate slicing of

m, beef, etc., 18 & prime ne-

lc‘:»l'ty in the kitchen of eve
efticient housekeeper. Buc!
& one is our

- 12-in. Slicing Knife

All live dealers sell Wilcuts, or we will send
rre id, for 4c.. o 6-Inch. or for 65c., an 8-
nch butcher knife. Our 8pecla) .

$5.00 Kitchen Assortment of Knives

includes 6-inch butcher knife, 10-inch steak
knife. 8-inch boning knife. 12-inch
slicer, 6-inch French Cook's knlfe, 49’
kitchen knife, 8-inch bread knife, 4-inch
fruit knife and 4-Inch paring knife.
This forms a complete assortment of
**sharp edged " knives for the kitchen. No
equal sum spent otherwise will yield one-
half the usefulneass, pleasure and conven-
ience to housekeeper or cook. Your money
back 1. not perfectly satlstied. S8end for
catalog 11,

VWiikinson Shear & Cutlery
Company Reading, Pa.

Hours: 10a. m,. 104 p. m, Tel. Harrison 1027.

CHARLES L. LOGAN, D. O.

OSTEOFATHIC PHYSICIAN
Officet 45 Auditoriunt Bidg.

HOTEL WARNER— CH'CAGO

KEVENINGS.

FOR SALE

Fairhope Hotel, with furnishings
and fixtures. Will sell to a friend
of the colony’s policy only. No
others need apply.

The Fairhope Hotel is situated on
a bluff forty feet above the water’s
edge directly overlooking the bay,
and is one of the most beautiful and
attractive hotel sites in America.
It has a high class trade and does a
good and growing business. Has
a fine reputation among traveling
men. Address

F. 8. ROSS, Fairhope, Ala.

EFIRIEXE!

A fine pair of lace curtains for selling six
boxes of my celebrated l'ace Cream, very
fine to keep the skin soft and in a healthy
condition: sells at 25 cents per box. Or sell
30 packets of mmy choice tlower seeds at b
cents per packet, Pansics, Asters, Balsams,
Mignonette, Candy Tuft, etc., or 15 one
ounce packets fine mixed Sweet Peas at 10
cents per ounce, Your name and address
gets any one of the three lots. When sold
send me the 8$1.50 and I will immediately
send vou the elegant pair of lace curtains,
all charges pald, or, if you prefer, a good
fountain pen.

Miss Mattiec DeMott,

2638 - 3rd Ave., South
L. B. 209, Minneapolis, Minn,

Natural Taxation

An Inquiry into the Practicability,
Justice, and Effects of a Scientific
and Natural Method of Taxation.

By THOMAS G. SHEARMAN,
12mo, 268 pages, cloth, $1.00; by mail, $1.08
Paper 50 cents; by mail, 55 cents,

THE PUBLIC PUBLISHING CO.
First National Bank Building, = CHICAGO

CONTRACTORS
G H. ATKINSON & CO.,
L]

GENERAL CONTRACTORS
CONSTRUCTING ENGINKERS
Klectric Light Telephone, Trolley and Municipal

ork.
Commercial Trust Bldg,, Jersey City, N, J.

HOW TO GET RICH
WITHOUT WORKING

A Story of the Making
of a Millionaire 9
By EDWARD HOMER BAILRY
A very interesting story—and an
eye-opener.

12mo, paper. 14 pages, 5 cents per
copy, $2.00 per 100 copies, postpaid.

The PUBLIC PUBLISHING COMPANY
First National Bank Building, = CHICAGO

Please mention THE PUBLIC when you write to advertisers.



The Public

Righth Year

:municip'alltles _testifies impressively
to the growth of good municipal citi-
zenship.

Tucker's “Liberty” (New York) has
been improved by change of form to
the pamphlet shape. The change is
Joade, lowever, for other reasons, one
of these being the editor’s desire to
avoid the postal meddling and annoy-
ance to which second-class matter
is subject. For the new size lends
itself readily to the requirements of
third-class matter, and therefore en-
ables Mr. Tucker, as he says, “to
mail the publication when and where
I like and in such quantities as I
like, to mail it with other matter in
one wrapper if I choose, to print
what I choose on the wrapper, and to
print in the publication itself as many
pages of my own advertising matter
as I find serviceable without subject-
ing myself, my subscribers, or my
other advertisers, to impudent inter-
rogation from officials of the United
States government.” All postal serv-
fce ought to be upon the basis that
Mr. Tucker elects at a relative disad-
vantage to adopt.

An Interesting Letter
FROM

REV. DR. R. HEBER NEWTON

HAMPTON TERRACE,
AvuGuUsTA, GA., Feb. 16, 1906.

To the Editor of The Public:

My Dear Sir: In common, I sup-
pose, with all readers of The Public,
I was mightily pleased with a letter
of Mayor Johnson to the Ministers
of Cleveland.

The summing up of that letter
hits the nail of true reform square
on the head.

It seems to me that the letter
might well be printed in pamphlet
form and distributed among the
authorities of our cities and sent
to the religious weeklies of our
country.

If this suggestiou commends it-
self to your readers, I should be
glad to lead off in a subscription of
ten (10) dollars towards this good
work. Cordially yours,

R. HEBER NEWTON

ACTING ON THE SUGGESTION

The undersigned have been se-
lected to act for a committee to
carry Dr. Newton’s idea into effect,
and will secure the greatest possible
distribution of Mr. Johnson’s letter,
to the municipal authorities, clergy,
and religious publications through-
out the United States, from funds
contributed for that purpose. The
Secretary-Treasurer will receive
and acknowledge all contributions,
large or small.

Frank D. Butler, Chairman
Western Starr, Secretary-Treas.
Room 40,107 Dearborn St., Chicago

operation.

in the Christian B ork.

Paterson, N. J. .
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DON'T GET INSURED BEFORE YOU READ

The Unethical Aspect,
of Life Insurance

The business is shown to be unethical in both motive and methods of
Other publications of the series are:

** The new methods advocated would correct many of the mistak
and give her a new birth of life, liberty and usefulness in the world."”"—Rer. IV. A. Georgr.

Special offer until April 1,

A club of three or more persons—70 cents each.
The publications sent postpaid to the different addresses.

E. F. BLANCHARD, 63 Auburn Street, Paterson, New Jersey

The Lodge vs. The Church
The Coming Brotherhood

1st Century Christianityin 20th Century
Conditions
It is shown wherein the church fails to represent in present condi-

tions the Master’s spirit, why the laboring masses are not more vitally
reached, and why the waning of spiritual power, and the Remedy.

of the modern church

‘*I believe if the author’s principles of Christian Brotherhood could be incorporated in
our present-day religious institutions that something of the freshness, spontaneity and glory
of the early Christian days would return.”"—Dy. F. 1. Smith, Principal of the Normal School,

PRICE FOR THE SERIES, 8$1.00

1906 :
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Announcement of an
Informal Conference of
Single Taxers

FRIDAY, MARCH 2, 1906

There will be an informal con-
ference of the subscribers to the
Henry George Lecture Associa-
tion and all others interested in
promoting the Single Tax, in
Chicago,on Friday,March 2,1906.

All attending are requested to
meet at the Washington Restau-
rant, corner Wabash Avenue and
Adams Street, at 12 o’clock noon
on that day. The conference
will meet at 2 p. m. at a hall to
be announced in next issue of
THE PuBLIC.

Theconference will be followed
in the evening by the banquet at
the Auditorium Hotel in honor of
J. W. Bengough.

F. H. MONROE, Pres’dent
HENRY GEORGE LECTURE ASSOCIATION

610 Steinway Hall, CHICAGO

Our Advancing Postal Censorship

By LOUIS F. POST
ages, 6x3, 8 cents, postpaid; 100 copies,
postpm
'l‘l!E PUBLIC PUBLISHING COMPANY
First National Bunk Building, CHICAGO

The reason for the supremacy
of the Remington Typewriter
is its

PERSISTENT
SUPERIORITY

emphasized again and again
in every new model since the
invention of the writing
machine.

NEW MODELS
NOW READY

SEND FOR DESCRIPTIVE
CATALOGUB

Remington Typewriter
Company

154 Wabash Avenue, CHICAGO

Please mention THE PUBLIC when you write to advertisers.
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ANNOUNCEMENT

Arrangements have been perfected for an
excellent course of lectures to be given under
the auspices of the Woman’s Auxiliary of the
Henry George Lecture Association, at Lecture
Hall, 732 Fine Arts Building, 203 Michigan
Avenue, Chicago. Each lecture is at 8 p. m.

THE OPEN SHOP AND THE CLOSED SHOP

By LOUIS F. POST

CONTENTS: Open 8hop and Ciosed 8hop Compared; The
Closed Shop and the Jobless Man; Origin and 8ignificance
of the Jobless Man; Abolishing the Jobless Man by Making

Monday, Feb. 26.—Prof. Lee Francis Lybarger the Earth an Open Shop.

“Land, Labor and Wealth.”
Monday, March s.—Rev. Herbert S. Bigelow
““The Newton of Political Science."
Monday, March 12.—James Speed .
Stereopticon,
Monday, March 19.—]. W. Bengough .
Cartoonist.
Monday, March 26.—William Sterling Battis
“‘Dickens as a Reformer."’
Monday, April 2—~John Z. White
“Henry George.”
Monday, April g.—Marion Craig Wentworth—
Interpretative Reader
“The Sunken Bell,” by Gerhard Hauptmann.
Monday, April 16.—Mary Florence Stevens
Lecture and Song Recital.

Course Tickets,$1.00. Single Admission,25c¢.

Dr. ANNA M. Lunp, Sec'y,

Masonic Temple, Phone 3691 Central
NEeLLIE CARLIN, Chairman,

1212 Ashland Block, Phone 925 Central

The articles composing this pamphlet were originally published in
THE PUBLIC, and are now republished by request, with revision,

Paper, 64 pages, 3 7-8x 3, 8 cen‘s a copy; by mall, 6 cents ;
one dozen coples, 50 cents; by mall, 56 cents; one hundro&
coples to one address, $3.50; to varying addresses, $4.78

postpaid.

THE PUBLIC PUBLISHING COMPANY
First National Bank Building - . . . CHICAGO

Sensational

Book Sale

E are closing out at a bargain a few sets of the

¢ Makers of American History,” a library of

pular biography which contains more inter-

esting and instructive reading than any other work
of its kind ever published.

In these twenty large and beautiful volumes will be
found the life-stories of forty-one great Americans—
men who moulded the history of the Nation. Each
biography is a complete story in itself, written by
some eminent authority, such as John 8. C. Abbott,
Captain Mahan, General Wilson, Professor Sparks,
Fitzhugh Lee, and others equally well known. In
their lives is interwoven the narrative of American
history from the earliest times down through the 19th
Century. Every hero and patriot is written about,
not in the usual dry and technical form so common %o
biography, but in a simple, fascinating style that will
appeal to all who enjoy good, wholesome reading.

American Heroes
and Patriots

To read these volumes is to be grandly entertained,
and at the same time to come into intimate contact
with the great heroic characters in American History.

The lives and deeds of our National heroes and pa-
triots enrich and illumine History as nothing else can

By THOMAS CARL SPELLING do. This is the only work which covers the whole

field and is at the same time of distinguished author-
ship. For an hour’s pleasant reading or serious study
no other work will compare with it. Thereisnotae
dull page in the entire 20 volumes, which are beauti-
fully printed, bound in cloth, and illustrated with

5,000 “orierwiss.
9 OTHERWISE
Will establish 10 BENCHES of Applied
Righteousness In our School of (?oogeeratlve
Industry. The Straight Edge industrial Settlement
has demonstrated, by seven years of careful experi-
menting (1) that men and women who need work can
be organized into useful, ulbsupportluf, cooperative
industries at far less expense than is required to

pport them in idl and (2) that the capital nec-
essary to make new places for them in the indus-
trial world can be id back with interest by a very
moderate tax upon their earnings.

Let me tell you how we set men and dollars
working for social and industrial betterment
WILBUR F. COPRELAND, Organizer of
the Straight Edge Industries . . .
No. 1 Abingdon Square, NEW YORK.

JUST ISSUED

Author of “Trusts and Monopolies,”’
‘‘Law of Private Corporations,” ‘New
Trial Appellate Practice,” etc.

A clear examination of real and
imminent dangers to republican
institutions in the United States,
including an analysis of the rela-
tion between monopoly and boss-
ism; with a comprehensive dis-
cussion of adequate remedies, from
afegal and independent view-point.

12mo, cloth, 343 pages, with
index, $1.50 (postage,
14 cents).

THE PUBLIC PUBLISHING CO.
First National Bank Building, CHICAGO

portraits.

SLIGHTLY RUBBED SETS

We have on hand a few sets of this splendid library which
have bccome sliFhlly rubbed from handling in our stock room.
For all practical purposes they are as good as new ; in fact, an
expert could hardly tell the difference. Ordinarily we would
simply re-bind them and sell them at the regular price, §30, but
the lot is so small we have decided to close them out for so
cents down, and $1.00 a month for 15 months—a total of $15.50,
for 2o fine, large, handsome volumes, which usually sell at $30.

20 Beautiful Volumes
41 Popular Biographies

Our clearance price represents merely about the actual cost of printing and binding.

COUPON

THE UNIVERSITY SOCIETY, 78 Fifth Avenue, New York
Please send 1ne, prejaid, for examination, @ complete aet of the
“Makers of American History in 20 rolumes. It satisfactory, |
will pay you 50 cents down and #1.00 a month thereafler for 15

nwulc If not satiafactory, I will reburn it at your expense.
(Pub, 1608)

Name

Address

If you wish half leather binding, change 15 to 19 mimtha

FREE—For Five Days

On receipt of the accompanying coupon we
will send you a complete set, for five days exami-
nation, ex})ress repaid, subject to return at our
expense, if you do not find it the greatest bargain
ever oﬂ'e;ed.

We have about 20 sets bound in beautiful half
leather (regular price $40) which we now offer at
$19.50—same terms as above.

THE UNIVERSITY SOCIETY
78 Fifth Avenue - « . New York

Please mention THE PUBLIC when you write to advertisers.




The Public

THE BOOKS OF
LOUIS F. POST

Ethics of Democracy
: A Series of Optimistic Essays on the Natural Laws
of Human Soclety.

You have done a great work, one that will live
a monument to a man with a great moral pur-
pose, and the ability to put it into plain, simple
words within the comprehension of the everyda;
man. The greatest accomplishment in the wor
#3 that you have made comvlicated problems
simple and easy to understand.—Tom L. Johnson.

Second Edition, with Portrait of the Author,

12mo, bound In rich blue cloth, printed on high-

gudo. hand-laid paper, giit top, deckle adges,
98 pages, $2.00; by mail, $2.12.

Ethical Principles of
Marriage and Divorce

A rational discussion of marriage as a nat-
ural relationship, and of the uses of marriage
ceremonials or contracts, and the legitimacy
and proper effect of their abrogation by divorce.
The subjects considered include plural mar-
riage, which is subjected to the test of natural
ethics and condemmned; and marriage after
divorce, which is, by the same test, approved.
The book concludes with an argument neither
ecclesiastical nor conventional, but upon
rational principle, for the exalted character
and natural sanctity of monogamous marriage.
Contents: Introduction; Ch. I. Marriage; Ch.
1. Eternality of Marriage; Ch. III. Polygamy,
Polyandry and ‘“‘Free-love”; Ch. IV. Successive
Marriages; Ch. V. Marriage Ceremonials; Ch.
VI. Divorce; Ch. VII. Marriage After Divorce;
and Ch. VIII. The Sanctity of Marriage.
These chapters, now revised for book publica-
tion, were originally published in THE PUBLIC
as serial essays. Uniform in size of page and
general style with ‘‘Ethics of Democracy.”

The whole thing is splendid—the most spirit-
ual, the most diecriminating, the most compre-
hensive and deep-seated utterance on the
marriage question I know.— Rew. Samuel H.
Bishop, New York.

The most sensible discussion of the subject
that I have seen. It goes to the very founda-
tions and presents the whole matter with
irrefutable logic.—F. M. Crunden, Librarian Public
Library, St. Louis, Mo.

12mo, cloth, 150 pages, $1.00; by mail, $1.10.

The Prophet of San
Francisco
A Sketch of Heary George's Life.

This interesting monograph was a labor of
love by Mr. Post, and in it he makes a lucid ex-

planation of the Single Tax philosophy as Henry

George expounded it. The book is especially
valuable for dispelling prejudice and stimulat-
ing inquiry among the thoughtful of conserv-
ative habits.

16mo, bound In cartridge paper, 60 pages, 20
cents, postpaid. Ten copies, $1.00, postpaid.

The Single Tax

An explanation, with colored charts and
illustrative notes, of the land, labor and fiscal
reform advocated by Henry George.

12mo, paper, 102 pades, 25 cents, postpaid.

THE PUBLIC PUBLISHING COMPANY

First National Bank Building CHICAGO

AN EXCEPTIONAL OPPORTUNITY

The New Library Edition of the
Complete

Works of Honry Goongs

Including the

LIFE OF HENRY GEORGE

By HENRY GEORGE, Jrv

Just Published, in ten volumes, 12mo., handsomely bound in
buckram, with gilt tops, untrimmed edges, etc. [t contains a full set of
Eonraits, and is in all respects equal to the well known MEMORIAL

DITION, issued in 1898, which is now out of print, and which sold
for $25.00 per set.

What Tom L. Johnson Says of This
“Gentlemen:— NeW Ellt c e

‘1 wish to congratulate you on bringing out a new library edition of
the Works of Henry George. The day is not far distant when the pro-
fessional or business man who does not understand the philosophy of
Henry George will stand discredited in any intelligent commul;ig‘.

A knowledge of this philosophy will broaden and strengthen an;
man, morally and intellectually ; will e him a more public spirited
citizen, and better equip him for the activities of business and profes-
sional life. 1t will give him a cleaver comprehension of his duties to his
fellow man, to the State and to the Great Ruler of the Universe ; lifting
him immeasurably above the plane of vanity, sordidness and selfish-
ness which now seems to be the chief end of man.

' hope and believe that your enterprise will be a success beyond
your most sanguine expectations.” ,

‘Very truly yours,
— TOM L. JOHNSON.

LIST OF THE VOLUMES:

Volume I. Progress and Poverty.
Volume Il. Social Problems,

Volume I1l. The Land Question.

This volume contains thres short works: (1) A bro-
chure of seventeen short chapters and entitled "‘ The Land
Question;” (2) *“‘Property in Land,” a passage-at-arms
with the Dukeof Argyle: (3) ** The Gondition of Labor,”
an open letter to Pope Leo XIIL, in to the Pope's
encyclical letter on *‘the condition of labor.

Volume 1V. Protection or Free Trade.

Volume V. A Perplexed Philosopher.

Volumes VI. and VII. The Sdience of Political
Economy.

Volums VIII. Our Land and Land Policy.

This volume contains, besid d speeches, lectures
and miscellaneous writings, the pamphlet which, first pub-
lished in 1871, was the forerunner of ‘‘ Progress and
Poverty " eight years later.

Volumes IX. and X. The Life of Henry George.

TERMS OF PURCHASE

This hand set of books, of uniform size and boxed,
will be delivered free of all further cost to any address in the
United States (with customs duties added to OCanada and
Mexico, and to other foreign countries at the extra expense
of foreign expressage and customs), for $16.00, CASH WITH
ORDER, or for $17.60 IN INSTALLMENTS, payments to be
made $7.00 on delivery and $2.00 thereafter monthly until
the set is paid for.

AGENTS WANTED

In every locality for the sale of these and other Important
books. Descriptive circulars on application.

The Public Publishing Co.,

First National Bank Building, Chicago, IlL
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