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EDITORIAL

An unpublished chapter on municipal

ownership in Chicago.

After much “backing and fill

ing,” the local transportation

committee of the Chicago City

Council has decided to allow

Mayor Dunne to employ a street

car expert who believes in munic

ipal ownership and operation, and

whom he can trust—A. B. du Pont.

of IDetroit. The friends of the

traction corporations, quite nu

merous enough on this committee

to obstruct the Mayor at every

step, succeeded in postponing

that decision from time to time

for three or four weeks, and alto

gether without any better reason

than that they wish to embarrass

the municipal ownership policy.

During the latter days of Harri.

son's administration they coop.

erated with Harrison, who also is

friendly to the traction interests,

to begin a chancery suit which

could have served no better pur

pose than to aid the corporations,

and which for that reason Mayor

Dunne (pp. 179, 185) withdrew, sub

stituting an efficient and expedi.

tious law suit for it. They coop.

erated further with Mayor Har

rison to procure bids for an ex

perimental municipal ownership

line about 10 miles long, and to

this end directed Bion J. Arnold

to prepare specifications. They

further cooperated in smuggling

through a contract with Mr. Ar

nold, a few hours before Mayor

I'unne's inauguration and with

out his knowledge, whereby Ar

nold was saddled upon his admin

istration as a traction expert.

upon a basis for compensation, to

be paid out of the Mayor's con.

tingent fund, which has already

exhausted more than half of that

entire fund. It now appears from

incomplete newspaper reports

that Mr. Arnold prepared speci

fications for constructing the ex

perimental road, which were upon

such a scale as to necessitate an

expenditure so great as to make

its failure certain. This was part

ly due to the fact, apparently, that

the experiment was upon a dimin

utive scale—only 10 to 14 miles,

although more than 100 miles

were immediately available,—

but it was also due to what

seems very much like a “stuffing”

of the specifications with exces.

sive requirements. As all these

things were either done or ar

ranged for under Harrison's ad.

ministration and in evident ex

pectation of the defeat of

the traction interests at the

Spring election, no other infer

ence appears reasonable than

that deliberate plans were afoot

to embarrass the municipal own

ership policy step by step, and in

cidentally to play with an experi

ment in municipal ownership

on terms foredooming it to

failure. Is it remarkable, then,

that the local transportation cont

mittee has been “held up” so long

by some of its members, on

Mayor Dunne's application for

leave to employ a street car expert

whom he could trust?

Judge Chetlain and the Chicago sub

way forgery.

A great graft case, in connec

tion with the Chicago subway,

came to a sudden and quite unsat

isfactory end last week. The Chi

cago subway is a narrow tunnel

ramifying the streets for 30 miles

or more some 40 or 50 feet

below the surface. It was

begun in secret, and had been

extensively constructed long be

fore the public generally knew

anything of its existence. Subse

quently a forgery in connection

with the affair was discovered.

A journal of the City Council had

been so altered as to appear to

confer privileges of construction

and operation when in fact the

Council had granted no such priv

ileges. But the privileges pur

porting to have been thus grant

ed have been utilized by the sub

way company under cover of that

forgery. When these facts came

to light the forgers were indicted.

They moved to quash the indict.

ment for failing to allege facts

showing how the forgery had op

erated to defraud. Judge Tuthill

sustained the indictment. Then a

jury was empanelled before Judge

Chetlain and the trial proceeded.

At the close of the case for the

prosecution the motion to order a

verdict of acquittal was granted

by Judge Chetlain, his reason for

it being the alleged defect in the

indictment which Judge Tuthill

had already held to be valid. In

consequence of this action Judge

Chetlain has been severely criti

cised, and public confidence in the

integrity of the judiciary is again

disturbed. A part from personal

considerations which may be

urged in behalf of Judge Chetlain,

his action invites question if not

criticism. A co-ordinate judge

had already sustained the

indictment. Had this decision

been otherwise, there need have

been no miscarriage of justice, for

the prosecution could have pro

cured another indictment. As it

was, that official rightly consid
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ered the validity of the indictment

as judicially established and em

panelled a jury to try it. Judge

Clietlain was under no obligation,

of course, to regard Judge Tut-

hill's decision as binding; he had

the legal right to reverse that de

cision. But when the conse

quences are considered, his doing

so affords an excuse at least for

questioning the integrity of his

purpose. Had he accepted Judge

Tuthill's decision as the law of

the case until reversed by a higher

court, the case would have gone

to the jury. If a verdict of "not

guilty" had been rendered all er

rors of law would have been cured

and the accused would have been

exonerated. If the verdict had

been '"guilty," Judge Tuthill's er

ror, if an error, could have been

corrected by the higher courts.

But Judge Chetlain chose to re

verse Judge Tuthill, and conse

quently to order the jury to acquit.

By doing that, he prevented all

possibility of rectifying errors,

and allowed men apparently crim

inal to escape. The higher courts

are prevented from deciding

whether Tuthill or Chetlain is

right, and the accused are shielded

from the danger of a trial on an

other indictment for the same of

fense. This has every appearance

of a miscarriage of justice for

which the intricacies of the law

are less responsible than the in

clinations of a judge.

Postal censorship in the United

States.

An address issued from New

. York by the Free Speech League

(Dr. E. B. Foote, treasurer, 120

Lexington avenue), calls attention

to the development in this coun

try of a usurpation of power of the

most threatening character—cen

sorship of the press. The partic

ular instance referred to is the

case of a Chicago publication

named "Lucifer," edited by Moses

Harman, and charged with pub

lishing something obscene; but

neither the particular paper or its

editor, nor the particular charge,

is important, in view of the arbi

trary method of suppression. The

vital issue raised by this case is

not whether obscene publications

shall be' suppressed; it is whether

the postal department shall be

permitted to pass judgment, ex-

parte, on the question of obscen

ity, and, without due process of

law, to destroy newspaper proper

ties upon the ipse dixit of postal

clerks.

This is what appears to have

been done in Harman's case. Hav

ing deposited a regular edition of

his paper in the mails, he supposed

it had been distributed to his sub

scribers; but he learned later that,

instead of being distributed, it

had been sent to the dead letter of

fice and confiscated upon a charge

of containing obscene matter.

Whether the matter was obscene

we are in no position to judge, for

the paper is not before us; but

every intelligent citizen is in a po

sition to judge of the importance

of the right of a newspaper pub

lisher to a fair trial on any accu

sation, even of indecency, before

being deprived of his property. If

postal clerks may at will suppress

and confiscate any edition of any

periodical which they are ordered

or are pleased to regard as ob

scene, then no periodical which in

any respect offends the powers

that be, is quite safe from censor

ial malice.

It is easy to convict of

crime when the accuser is also

prosecutor, judge and jury, and

the accused is given neither op

portunity to be heard nor notice of

the accusation. Especially is this

true when the same authorities

who thus confiscate property

without due process of law.

refuse to disclose in advance of

publication what their judgment

as to the legitimacy of printed

matter may be. For illustration:

The editor of a perfectly clean

periodical, feeling called upon to

discuss in a decent manner some

question relating to the philoso

phy of sex relationships, might in

good faith submit his article to

the proper postal authorities with

a view to avoiding the penalties of

censorship. But the authorities

would refuse to advise him, al

though, as their functions are ex

ecutive and not judicial, there is

no reason for such refusal. Yet.

after the article had been pub

lished, and the edition of the pe

riodical deposited in the mails,

the same executive bureau which

had refused to disclose its atti

tude toward the article in advance

of publication, would promptly

confiscate the edition without al

lowing the editor any opportunity

to be heard. This is precisely what

is said to have occurred in Har

man's ease. It is precisely what

the postal authorities assert the

l ight to do in any case. It is ab

solutely in contravention of

American principles of jurispru

dence, and it is a most dangerous

usurpation of censorial power.

THE MEMORY OF JOHN HAY.

Now that the papers are full of

John Hay's services and his fame,

it is well to recall what past ex

perience has to say of the fame

that waits on human deeds. If his

name survives in the memory of

man for a century, will it be by his

statesmanship, or by his verse?

Will it be from the events that

have put his name in great head

lines of the daily press, or from the

corners of columns where stray

verses are found?

Very few "statesmen" live long

on common fame. Statecraft is

temporary, and built on expedi

ency. It has rarely been construc

tive, or based on any great origi

nal principle that would set the

world forward. Such principles

alone can make abiding fame iu

real statesmanship, and they have

usually come from the outside and

been adopted slowly and grudg

ingly by professional statesmen.

Officers of government have

their reward in their own day,

which means generally that they

have done little to merit the re

ward of future fame and grati

tude.

Who knows anything of the

statesmen of Europe when Dante

was struggling with his Inferno?

John Milton was a conspicuous

and efficient secretary of state,

but would he be remembered for

this alone? How many great of

ficers of state were flourishing in

London when Wordsworth stood

unknown on Westminster bridge

and wrote his immortal sonnet?

Who were the great ones in Scot
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land when ' Bobbie Burns was

throwing off chance songs to his

Nancys and Jeans and Marys?

How little do contemporaries

know of that which from their

midst is destined for the memory

(if future times! But if we may

judge anything from the past, we

may be sure John Hay will be re

membered not from aught he did

as secretary of state, but from the

verses he wrote long before he

dreamt of being the cabinet officer

of a government.

J. H. DILLARD.

THOMAS W. LAWSON-HIS SINCERITY

AND HIS ECONOMIC PHILOSOPHY.

Lawson's tour of the 'West has

had a useful effect,—even if in no

other way, yet in dissipating that

general feeling of uncertainty re

garding his good faith, which the

"System'' has industriously and

somewhat successfully fostered.

The newspaper reports of his

speeches have been so farcical that

if it had been necessary to depend

upon them Lawson would have

gained nothing by his trip. But

thousands who met him and lis

tened to him are now in a state of

mind to respect his motives as

well as to welcome his revela

tions; and, slowly no doubt, but in

evitably, their assurances among

their friends will counteract the

work of garbled and colored press

dispatches, with a people with

whom the news reporting system

of rhis country, is already thor

oughly discredited. A compari

son, for instance, of his speech at

the Jefferson Club in Chicago

with the newspaper reports of

it could hardly fail to shock the

most unsophisticated apologist

for the "System." At any rate,

those who heard the speech real

iie. as never before, the useful-

nfss of Lawson's work, and ac

knowledge, though never before,

the genuineness of his purpose.

Lawson's personality is agree

ably disappointing. Although one

would readily recognize him from

his printed portraits, the "sporti-

ness"' of most of those reproduc

tions is lacking. His face and nat

ural pose are those of a man who

'onld go through all he has de

scribed in his magazine articles,

and who would grit his teeth and

do it if challenged by circumstan

ce*, yet who could afterward de

scribe it and denounce it not only

with the appearance of candor and

sincerity which has characterized

his Everybody's articles, but with

candor and sincerity in fact.

His Chicago speech was excel

lent both in matter and form.

Without any affectation of ora

tory, or strain after momentary

effect of any sort, it was a talk

rather than a speech; and it held

a large audience for two hours at

midnight. Like his magazine arti

cles, his speech revealed but little,

compared with its length, of the

rascalities of the "System;'' but,

also like his magazine articles, it

wove what he did reveal into the

web of a general story of high

finance so fittingly as to make

the whole recital intensely in

teresting, and so conspicuously

as to emphasize the dangerous

criminality of the "System." And

it disclosed better than his maga

zine articles have done, the

thread of a true economic philoso

phy, the end of which he may or

may not see; while, even more

than either his magazine articles

or his personality, it has left be

hind an impression of profound

sincerity.

In our school-boy days, as many

of us will remember, the meaning

of "sincere" was impressed upon

us with interesting stories re

garding the etymology of the

term. It was compounded, we

were told, of two Latin words,

"sine," meaning "without." and

"cera." meaning "wax." "Without

wax." then, as we were instruct

ed, had been the ancient slang out

of which our honest word "sin

cere" had come.

This etymology is now repudi

ated, it seems ; but the repudiation

sacrifices picturesque suggestive-

ness to uncertain truth. For,' as

one of the "sine cera" stories ran.

the old Romans had business

grafters among them" even as we

have at this very day* These busi

ness grafters were accustomed in

certain lines of trade to make* the

worse appear the better goods by

waxing defects out of sight. In

later times putty- has been found

to be more economical than wax

and equally fraudulent. But wax

was common then. In dne time

the waxing frauds and analogous

ones generated suspicion against

the business classes of Rome—

even against men who were punc

tual in the performance of reli

gious rites,—somewhat as the

sanding of sugar* raised suspi

cion once in our own time against

grocers, even against grocers who

were deacons; and the honester

(possibly the shrewder) ones

among those old Roman grafters,

learning that genuine goods were

better for business purposes than

such as had been fraudulently

waxed, began to advertise their

brands of goods as "sine cera," o:

something that sounded like that,

and the Romans understood them

to mean, literally, "without wax,"

or, as we should say now, and more

intelligibly, perhaps, "without

graft."

Now, if this story were true, and

we should judge the Romans by

ourselves, wouldn't -it be a fair in

ference that the pious business men

of Rome who continued to use wax

fraudulently, sneered at the goods

of their honest fellows, saying,

"Sine cera non !" or something like

it? Wouldn't they have protest

ed in some such language as this:

"That lying freedman who says I

use Avax is unworthy a reply. He

uses wax himself. What's his

wax?" That would have been the

ancient Roman equivalent of the

modern American question,

"What's his graft?" or, "Is he sin

cere?"

And we may be sure that the

greater the waxer and the worse

his exposure, the more vociferous

ly would he have denounced the

person exposing him as being him

self a waxer. Is it not so in our

day?

Whom are the men that we are

most vociferously invited, by

what Lawson calls "the votaries

of the System," to regard as insin

cere? It is not those who serve

the System; it is those, who

threaten its existence.

When a Supreme Court judge

"changes his opinion over night,"

in order to serve the System by

nullifying the income tax law,

who asks what his wax is?

When a judge serves votaries of

the System by deciding that for

the purposes of a criminal prosecu

tion a forgery is not a forgery

when it doesn't convey the prop

erty it has conveyed, who asks

what his wax is? When another

judge shall decide, as some judge

probably will—and rightly for

aught we know—that the prop
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orty so conveyed must, for the

purposes of a civil suit, stay con

veyed, who will ask what his wax

is ? When other judges make law

out of their inner consciousness

for the purpose of serving an em

ploying class by balking a labor

class with new-fangled legal doc

trines, who asks anything about

their wax? Who questions the

sincerity of such men—in public?

Only the "lower orders'" among

the people, reinforced with an oc

casional crank; and only the '"yel

lows" among newspapers and

magazines. To the "better ele

ment*' among the people, and the

"blacks," as distinguished from

the "yellows," among the newspa

pers and magazines, all such per

sons are sincere.

But when a, judge, outraged in

his conscience by the growing

power and corrupting influences

of the System, accepts a call from

the people of his city to lead

them in a struggle at the polls to

loosen its grip on that city—this

judge's sincerity is instantly and

persistently and publicly ques

tioned. When Gov. A 11 geld vetoes

a bill corruptly passed by and for

the System, thereby sacrificing

his fortune and closing his politi

cal career, the votaries of the Sys-

tent ask whether he is sincere, and

every poll parrot in the country

echoes the question. When Bry

an meets the System with the

whole country for a battlefield, it

is his sincerity and not that of the

respectable head usher of the Sys

tem that is questioned. When Tom

L. Johnson meets the System in

its lurking places in Cleveland.

Hanna's sincerity is questioned

less and less, although he bra

zenly declares that he is working

for the System, but the corrupted

press, the pagan preacher, and the

parrots all want loknow whether

Johnson is sincere. When a Con

gressman Baker returns his pass

to the corrupting railroad his sin

cerity is questioned. And so

with La Follette. who fought cor

ruption in Wisconsin in his own

party; we all found ourselves ask

ing whether he was sincere or

not. So also with Folk in Mis

souri. "Is he sincere?" was the

question that went the rounds.

And now we have Lawson's sin

cerity to consider. He is not in

politics like the others, and evi

dently doesn't intend to get into

politics. He is so rich that he

doesn't want any more money; or

if he did he could make it quicker

and easier at his trade in Wall

street than as a writer or speaker

agitating against a financial com

bination that could if it tried and

would if it dared revenge itself

and protect its infamies by rid

ding him of his fortune and the

world of him. Vet the same

question is asked about Lawson

and echoed far and wide by con

federates and dupes: "What's his

wax?" "Is he sincere?"

All this chatter about the insin

cerity of men who fight the Sys

tem that is digesting the people

along with their securities, is ranK

nonsense. When a prosecuting

attorney works hard and intel

ligently to convict a horse thief,

the jury don't ask whether he is

sincere or not. What they want to

know is whether the horse thief is

innocent.

What difference, for instance,

does it make to the people whether

Altgeld was sincere when he ve

toed the monopoly bills? If he

had not vetoed them, the rascals

would have got away with their

plunder; and would the people

have been any the happier for re

alizing that the plunderers were

sincere? What difference does it

make to the people whether Mayor

Johnson, in making himself what

Lincoln Steffens calls him, "the

best mayor of the best governed

city in the world," has done this

disinterestedly or not, so long as

he has done it? What difference

does it make whether Mayor

Dunne is disinterested in his

municipal ownership policy, so

long as he carries it out?

Isn't it better that the people

should come to their own even

through leaders who are not sin

cerely disinterested, but are look

ing for some reward, tha-n not to

come into their own at all? Is it

any better Jo be regularly robbed

by sincere rascals, than .to be

saved from'robbery by insincere

reformers?

But all who have made them

selves acquainted with Altgeld's

public life know that hcwas not

only a public defender but an ef

fective and sincere one. He was

so sincere that he swapped his

fortune and his senatorial aspira

tions for the unthrifty privilege

of heading off a great graft with a

veto message, when he had only to

leave the responsibility upon the

legislature which had already as

sumed it, and, writing nothing

and saying nothing, to become the

idol of all the powerful rascals of

the System. He was so effective

that these rascals hated, vilified,

and financially ruined him. To

Johnson's sincerity a similar trib

ute may be paid. And so to

Dunne's and to La Follette's and

Baker's and Folk's and Bryan's.

W hat the System really objects to

in such men as these is not insin

cerity. Their sincerity has been

proved. If they were not sincere

the System would have acquired

the Altgelds while they lived,

and the Bryans and Johnsons and

Folks and La Follettes and Ba

kers and Dunnes now. Hasn't

it acquired the Eckelses and the

Yanderlips and the Becks and

the Mortons and the Depews. and

a whole lot of other waxy serv

itors, some of whom have been

found out and others are under

suspicion ?

And although Lawson is fight

ing the System in a different field,

turning his back altogether upon

the political, his sincerity, too, is

proved. He says that he has set

about destroying the System, the

iniquities of which he is exposing;

and all that he has written and

spoken, as well as what the vo

taries of the System have written

and spoken and cautiously re

frained from writing and speak

ing about, goes to confirm Mr.

Lawson's professions.

When Lawson's articles first

appeared, the outcry against his

integrity and the suspicions cast

upon his sincerity were so effect

ive that no one could meet them

without a better knowledge of the

man and his revelations than was

available. But this seemed to us

(p. 163) to make no great- dif

ference. Mr. Lawson's sincerity

and integrity were only indirect

ly involved. The real question at

issue was whether or not he was

telling the truth.

On this question his integrity

and sincerity certainly did have a

bearing. One may believe th«*

story of an honest and sincere

writer, while doubting the same

story from the pen of a man whose

honesty and integrity are ques

tioned.

But the honesty and sincerity of

a witness are not the only tests of

the truth of his testimony. The
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story of the most dishonest and

insincere witness may be so cor

roborated by circumstances, by-

other witnesses, and by the con

duct of the persons whom it in

volves, as to be more convincing

than the uncorroborated story of

an honest and sincere witness.

This is the theory upon which

criminals are allowed to testify

against their associates in crime.

It was as such a witness, there

fore, that we inclined to regard

Mr. LawBon. His story was

straight, it was plausible, in gen

eral it was true—so true that his

critics affected to complain of him

for telling nothing new,—and it

made a case for the other side to

refute. The burden of the proof

was cast upon them. T/hey have

avoided this burden, and thereby

they have contributed to confirm

ing Lawson.

In the beginning Lawson's story

was long-drawn out. That is, it

seemed so to readers who were fa

miliar with the Wall street world.

Bat his pen pictures of the inhabi

tants of that world and their en

vironment were not long-drawn-

out to readers to whom the Wall

street world was an unknown

land. Lawson was under an ab

solute necessity, if he was to get

the public ear in such a way as to

be understood, of not only de

scribing and explaining that

strange world, but of doing so'

with as much elaboration and rep

etition of what to the habitues of

Wall street are commonplaces as

might be necessary to make his

readers familiar with the setting

and the tecnicalities of the great

• rimes he was promising to ex

pose. This he did with artistic

skill and tremendous effect.

Then his revelations began.

Whoever imagines that Lawson

has revea'led nothing of impor

tance, has but to read the June

and July installments of his mag

azine articles. Whoever doubts

the (ruth of his story, has only to

turn back to his insurance rev

elations of nine months ago and

'ompare them with the denials

that were spread broadcast then

and the disclosures as to the

Equitable which are spreading

themselves broadcast now.

I'niing all that time Lawson

"inod as a state's witness expos

•ng co-criminals. But it was

•is a state's witness well corrobo

rated by circumstances, by the

suspicious conduct of his betrayed

associates, by the fact that his ac

cusations could be refuted by pub

lic documents and by public otti-

cials if false, and by the rotten

ness that soon began to ooze out

of the System and into plain sight.

The good folks in our midst had

a right at that time to regard him

with repulsion, not to say distrust,

if they wished, and to gather in

the hems of their garments lest

his touch contaminate them. Bur

even then, in the attitude merely

of a state's witness "giving away

his pals," Lawson was better

than the pals he was giving

away. He, at any rate, was as

saulting the System by means of

which the crimes had been com

mitted, while they were ogling its

bearings * for further piratical

use.

But to day Lawson stands in j

more reputable position. As his

uncontradicted and well-con

firmed story has unfolded, the

conviction must have grown

upon most of its readers that in

stead of ''squealing" on co-crim

inals, he has come forward as a co

victim to reveal to thousands of

others the crime by which they

were swindled, and to destroy a

great conspiracy, the inside work

ings of which he had seen, where

by the public is perennially

robbed.

The sincerity of these words of

Lawson's in the June "Every

body's," by way of incidentally ex

plaining his conduct when the

Amalgamated scheme was turned

into a swindle from what he had

regarded as a legitimate affair,

and what was so by stock market

ethics, cannot well be gainsaid:

The straight and narrow way Is easy

to follow, but once lost Is hard to find.

The defaulting bank president who

over night "borrows" a few thousands

from his institution, fully intends to

return the "loan" next day. but repair

ing an error is more difficult than re

sisting a temptation, and when a man

is in crime's net, his struggles to es

cape seem only to tghten around him

its meshes. When the incidents of his

downfall are before the jury or the cor

oner, there will always appear a dozen

places where the unfortunate might

have cut his way out of the strangling

coils, but he who surveys such situations

from the outside has a clearer vision

than the blinded and desperate wretch

in the trap. He who enlists with the

brigands of "frenzied finance" and

takes the oath of addition, division, and

silence, cannot discharge himself be

cause his comrades are needlessly harsh

to their victims. Eventually he may

decide on desertion as preferable to

throat-cutting, but to suggest resig

nation is to invite destruction, for

it Is a tradition of the fraterni

ty that the best cure for repent

ance is a knife-thrust. ... I

hope none of my readers will ever find

themselves so stuck between the high

cliffs and the deep water as I was that

night. I recalled the old story of the

sea captain whose ship was captured by

pirates and who was offered the alter

native of hoisting the black flag and

joining the band with his crew, or walk

ing the plank. If he became a pirate,

at least he saved the lives of his men,

for their fate hung on his decision. If

he refused—well, he retained his own

virtue and kept intact that of his crew.

The captain In my story had preferred

propriety to piracy, and 15 men lost

their lives to no purpose, whereas the

part of wsdom would have been to sub

mit, with reservations, on the chance

of throwing the pirates to the sharks

at the first opportunity.

That simple presentment of Law-

son's dilemma should appeal to

any fair-minded man. In the face

of it, who can possibly, with a good

conscience, denounce Lawson

while excusing the pirates whose*

marauding ship he is trying to

sink?

Lawson's purpose goes' fur

ther than to destroy the particu

lar pirates whom he is exposing.

As we have said, he has hold of

The thread of a sound economic

philosophy. Whether he sees

where it leads to we do not know.

Whether he will follow if he does

see it, or when he shall see it, we

cannot tell. But his face is

turned in the right direction; and,

as Henry George used to say, the

rest is only a matter of keeping on.

The general direction of Mr. Law-

son's social philosophy was dis

closed in his Jefferson Club-

speech.

His ideal with reference to

economics is not that wealth

should be distributed equally, bur

that it should be distributed

equitably. What he under

stands by equitable in this

connection he made as

clear as words can make it. He

said that all who live in a coun

try should share in its aggregate

prosperity in proportion respec

tively to their respective contribu

tions to that prosperity. Absolute

ly fundamental and sound in prin

ciple, this economic ideal could not

have been more sincerely stated.



246 Eighth Year
The Public

His conception of money is that

it is a certificate from the com

munity as a whole to the individ

ual who possesses it, that he has

contributed to the general pros

perity so much wealth—"a hum

dred bushels of wheat, or a trun

dle-bed," etc., and that this certifi

cate ought to yield in any kind of

wealth the equivalent of its pos

sessor's contribution to the aggre

gate of wealth. That position also

is impregnable.

Mr. Lawson then touches upon

corporation stock. Here his

phraseology may be open to doubt

and his views to controversy. Bui

in a large sense, he is certainly

following faithfully the true

economic path. To him society

seems to be largely organized

upon a corporate basis, with cor

poration stocks added to money

as certificates of title to wealth;

and broadly speaking this is true.

But right here he stops. At any

rate his declarations, and the

primary step in the remedy he in

tends to offer, do not indicate that

he has gone any farther in analyz

ing industrial conditions or solv

ing economic problems.

Observing that a company

properly capitalized at, say, $ 10,-

000,000," may have its capital

doubled and be thereby enabled to

exact from the aggregate of

wealth twice as much as before,

he proposes to remedy economic

maladjustments and equalize

wealth, by reducing stocks to the

real value of the wealth they are

issued for. and keeping them down

to that point.

We wholly agree with Mr. Law-

son in this, in so far as wealth is

represented by stock certificates.

If stock certificates were kept

down to the value of the actual

wealth for which they are issued,

then economic problems, in so far

as they are affected by corporate

ownership, would be settled and

settled right.

But hasn't Mr. Lawson set the

cart before the horse? Hasn't he

assumed that wealth distribution

is controlled by stock values,

whereas, in fact, stock values are

controlled bv wealth distribu

tion?

Let us suppose, for illustration,

that a corporation capitalized at

$10,000,000 owns that much of

actual wealth—buildings, machin

ery, cars, locomotives, etc., etc.—

and that this wealth, after pay

ment for all privileges, such as

sites, rights of way, mining rights,

etc., would yield free and clear,

over and above all otherexpenses,

say $1,000,000. Now, if interest is

about 5 per cent., and 5 more

wouM cover risk and replacement

(we use the figures arbitrarily

and oulv for illustration), that

stock would be worth $10,000,000,

which is its nominal and equitable

value, as both Mr. Lawson and we

should agree. But suppose, fur-

t her, that the right of way, or the

site, or the mining rights were a

free gift to the company from the

public. (And whether a gift or a

purchase the principle is the same.

Such property is not wealth; it is

a privilege, the annual financial

benefit of which belong* to the

public but goes to the corpora

tion.) How, then, will those priv

ileges affect the stock?

If the privileges yield annually

1300,000 net, then the corporation

will receive, in addition to its 5 per

cent, net on its $10,000,000 worth

of wealth. 5 per cent, net on its

$10,000,000 worth of privilege. In

these circumstances could not the

stock of that corponation be

raised to $20,000,000, and in a

free and open market would it not

stay at that point, no matter

what scheme for reducing it again

to $10,000,000 were adopted? Iu

other words, isn't $10,000,000 of

''water" in corporate stock simply

a capitalization of some monopoly

privilege which would yield an un

earned income to the stockholders

whether the stock were ''watered"

or not?

At $20,000,000 in the example

used by Mr. Lawson and discussed

above, the dividends would be 5

per cent. Reduce the stock to

$10,000,000, and the dividends

would be 10 percent., which would

force the stock back to $20,000,000,

if interest were f> per cent. And

even if it could be kept down to

$10,000,000 by some contrivance

or other, nevertheless the owners

would get an income on their priv

ilege of site, right of way. or what

ever else the privilege might be.

Is it not evident, then, that any

real reduction of values to an

equitable basis necessitates going

farther than to stock values?

Stock does not give value to the

privileges it represents: privi

leges give value to the stock that

represents them.

We understand, or think we do,

that Mr. Lawson has especially iu

mind the jobbing of stocks, where

by stocks that are really worth

$10,000,000, because they repre

sent that amount of property of

all sorts, are forced, now down

and now up, by manipulation—

that is, in a market that is not

open and free.

If stocks could be firmly fixed at

the actual value which they repre

sent, this juggling would of course

be stopped if Mr. Lawson's plan is

what he thinks it. But, equally of

course, if we could make it rain we

should seldom have a drought. And

even if the miracle of fixing stork

values were accomplished, the

value of such privileges as sites,

rights of way, mining rights, etc.,

as well as the value of the real cap

ital, would be included in those

stock values unless Mr. Lawson's

proposed remedy goes further

than he has yet indicated.

When stock values are fixed se

curely at the value-point of the

real capital, exclusive of the value

of the privileges, the work of mak

ing wealth distribution equitable,

so far as it is represented by cor

poration stocks, will, we think,

have been accomplished. But we

do not see how that can be done

without eliminating the value of

privileges from stock values, in

some manner which Mr. Lawson

has not yet suggested. In any view

of the matter, it is the value of

privileges and not the value of

stocks that is the more fundamen

tal fact for consideration in con

nection with economic problems.

NEWS NARRATIVE

Week ending Thursday, July 20.

The Japanese-Russian war.

A dispatch of the 18th from

Tokio reported the investment by

a Japanese army (pp. 19!), 214,282)

of the fortress at the Russian port

of Vladivostok.

The expected appointment of

Witte as principal ambassador

from Russia at the peace confer

ence (p. 282) has been made. In an

Associated Press interview at St.

Petersburg on the 17th Mr. Witte

said :

I have been designated by the Em

peror as his ambassador extraordinary

for pour parlers to ascertain whether it
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Is possible to conclude a treaty of peace

My personal views are of secondary iin

portance, but my ideas are in entire ac

cord with those of my friend, Count

Lanisdorf. In serving my Emperor, I

have received precise instructions

from his majesty and shall follow them.

The ultimate decision remains in the

hands of the Emperor, and it is for him

io decide the destinies of Russia. The

Emperor is the friend of peace and de

sires peace, but I fear that the Japanese

terms will be such that we will be unable

to reach an accord.

A similar lack of confidence in a

favorable result at the peace con

ference is expressed by the Japan

ese. An example is furnished by

the Japanese minister at London,

Baton Hayashi. who is reported in

an interview on the 18th as say

ing:

We do not know what powers have

been delegated to the Russian plenipo

tentiaries, and after the events of the

last eighteen months Japan puts faith

only In accomplished facts. The terms

"will be communicated only at the con

ference. Then we shall discover what

powers the Russian plenipotentiaries

possess. I cannot see where people get

the idea that the Japanese terms would

be moderate. The public evidently mis

takes the Japanese for angels.

Bussian domestic conditions.

An order having been issued by

Qen. Trepoft" positively prohibit

ing the publication of news relat

ing to labor strikes or other rev

olutionary events, no trustworthy

reports of the domestic situation

in Russia (p. 231) are obtainable.

Rut that disorders continue is evi

dent from the rumors that break

through the censorship.

A regiment stationed in a small

village in the mountains nearTif

lis. in the Caucasus, was reported

on the 14th as having "murdered

all its officers and joined the revo

lutionists." Rioting in Lodz. War

saw. Odessa and the Caucasian

provinces, together with bomb-

throwing at Baku, Batoum and

Moscow, were reported on the

MM), On this day, also, an Asso

ciated Press dispatch described a

proclamation at Moscow, issued by

revolutionists, which announced

that Count Shouvaloff, the chief of

police at Moscow, who was assas

sinated on the 11th (p. 234). had

been executed pursuant to a revo

lutionary death sentence on ac-

f-onntof-the black and cruel activ

ity of this satrap at Odessa [where

'"ount Shouvaloff formerly was

prefect], and his subsequent re

turn tothe active service of reac

tion at the call of Trepoff, the pan-

Russian dictator, to' stamp out

the revolution in Moscow." The

proclamation concludes:

Let this execution serve as a joy

ful signal to the Russian millions

in revolt and as the death knell of the

dying autocracy. Let it remind all dogs

of the autocracy of national justice.

It is expected that Gen. Trepoff

will be the next victim. An Asso

ciated Press dispatch of the 13tb

from

that-

^t. Petersburg reported

he is constantly in receipt of letters

signed by the executive committee of

the fightingorganization informing him

that his hour has come. A remarkable

feature of all the communications is that

the writers take pains to say that no

safeguards will avail to avert his im

pending doom. At the same time they

tell him he need not be afraid to go

abroad in the streets. They add: "Your

sentence will be executed in your own

room. You will die in your bed." The

terrorists seem to take pride in issuing

a challenge involving a demonstration

of their power and resources to pene

trate the armor of the police. Moreover,

General Trepoff knows enough of the

resources and desperateness of the or

ganization to believe firmly that the

terrorists are able to execute their

threat. He makes no concealment of the

fact that he expects to be killed, but

his nerve is unshaken. T will at least

die at the post of duty." he says. Pri

vately General Trepoff takes a gloomy

view of the future of the autocracy, in

which he believes. The General is con

fident that if given untrammeled

power he could restore the old status

quo in a year, but the present vacil

lating policy he thinks will end only

in ruin.

Thirty of the crew of the Potem-

kin, who had surrendered (pp. 281,

232), were shot for mutiny, accord

ing to a Kustenji (Roumania) re

port of the 14th; and a Berlin re

port of the 15th declared that the

leaders of the Odessa outbreak (p.

100) were '"tied to the muzzle of

shotted cannon and blown to frag

ments by General Trepoff's or

ders, according to reports received

here from that city.'' Dispatches

of the 13th purport ing 1 o be direct -

ly from Odessa, indicated that the

civil and the military authorities

there are out of harmony. "Of 202

persons arrested," says this re

port, "74 were acquitted to-day.

owintr to a lack of evidence, while

28 who were found guilty were

sentenced to six weeks' imprison

ment, the two weeks which they

were in jail awaiting trial to be

credited to their sentences;" and

in contrast with that leniency by

the civil magistrates the report

states that "24 of the leaders of

the uprising, held as prisoners of

the military government, were

hanged in the various prisons to

day."

A session ~of the Zemstvo con

gress (p. 183) was called to assem

ble at Moscow on the 10th, but the

Moscow police, under advice from

Gen. Trepoff, forbade the meeting.

Nevert lieless the executive com

mittee met on the 16th at the

house of the president of the dis

trict Zemstvo of Moscow, to pre

pare a programme for the con

gress. The police appeared and de

manded that this committee dis

perse; but the members of the

committee refused to comply. It

was positively declared that the

congress would be held at the ap

pointed time, and these declara

tions were verified. At the palace

of Prince Dolgorouki, one of the

leaders of the Liberal party of

Russia, on the 10th, 225 delegates

met. Mr. Golovine, president of

the organizing committee, called

the congress to order and was

stating that promises had been se

cured that no extreme measures

would be taken by the authorities,

when the presence of the police

was announced. Invited to en

ter, five police officers came into

the room. They demanded that

the congress disperse, in accord

ance with the Prefect's order for

bidding such meetings as calcu

lated to prodnee disorder. The con

gress refused to obey the com

mand, explainingthat the congress

was in session with the Czar's

authority, as personally expressed

on the 10th of June. The names of

the delegates were taken by the

police, who thereupon withdrew,

and the congress proceeded with

its work, of which the following

news report is cabled by the Asso

ciated Press:

The scheme of a national assembly

on the basis outlined by the committee

presided over by M. Bouligin-, minister

of the interior, was minutely and crit

ically discussed and denounced as total

ly inadequate to remove Russia's in

ternal grievances, because, including a

property qualification and an electoral

system by classes, it prevented the as

sembly from truly interpreting the will

of the nation, while the exclusion of
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numerous categories of citizens from

the franchise was a contradiction of the

principles of equity and reasonable state

policy. At the same time it was recog

nized that the proposed assembly would

comprise a considerable portion of the

social forces of the Empire and serve as

the center of a social movement, which

would tend to secure political liberty

and regular national representation.

Therefore it was considered desirable

that in the event of the carrying out

of the Bouligin or a similar project the

delegates of the zemstvos and munici

palities should participate in the as

sembly to the greatest possible extent,

with the object of forming a compact

group and to obtain a guarantee of in

dividual and public liberties. Numerous

resolutions embodying the foregoing

criticisms were adopted unanimously,

as were also resolutions complaining of

excessive administrative and police

control of elections and insisting that

publicity be given to the proceedings of

the proposed assembly which shouWbe

in direct relations with the Emperor

without interference from the council

of the Empire.

Although the newspapers of the

Empire had been strictly forbid

den even to mention the congress,

the Slovo of St. Petersburg, print

ed a long dispatch on the 20th giv

ing a detailed report of the pro

ceedings.

British Politics.

Preparatory to the general par

liamentary elections, which can

not be much longer deferred. Mr.

Balfour, the British prime minis

ter of Great Britain and leader of

the Conservative party, has intro

duced a new element into British

politics (p. 121) by proposing a re

distribution of parliamentary

seats, or, as we should say in this

country, a new apportionment.

But the redistribution is not pro

posed upon any general basis of

population as would be necessary

in this country. The Opposition

charge that its purpose is to les

sen the representation of Ireland,

which sends Opposition members,

and to increase the aggregate Con

servative representation in Eng

land. In this manner it is suspect

ed that the Conservatives hope to

save themselves from the defeat

which it is believed they must en

counter at the generiil elections

on the present parliamentary dis

tribution. Under the plan pro

posed by Mr. Balfour. Irish repre

sentation would be reduced by 21

members, on the ground that Ire-

laud's population has fallen off;

whereas plural voting, Universi

ty representation, and other his

toric inequalities would be pre

served in England. The Irish view

of the scheme as stated by T. P.

O'Connor is reported its follows:

It is founded on no principle what

ever, except to diminish Irish represen

tation. A limit is arbitrarily fixed for

counties, so as not to interfere with Eng

lish counties, and for boroughs so that

about twenty-five English boroughs,

noted as hotbeds for corruption and

represented mainly by Unionists, just

escape extinction. For this trick, the

meanest and shabbiest ever attempted

to be perpetrated by England against

Ireland, to be" essayed by a moribund

ministry and an utterly discredited

leader like Balfour, makes its audacity

almost inconceivable. The bitterest

part of it is that Ireland's decline in

population, of which Balfour is taking

advantage, is the direct result of the

Union and the British parliament's

atrocious dealings with Ireland. Under

the Act of Union the Parliament of Eng

land guaranteed Ireland 103 members

in the British Parliament "forever,"

and if Ireland now got representation

according to her population in 1800 she

would have 103 members, while, when

the reform bill of 1858 was introduced,

she would, if the same basis had been

taken, have 261 members. When in the

1858 debates the Irish members de

manded an increase of Irish representa

tives the British ministry refused on the

plea that the Act of Union guaranteeing

Ireland 103 was really a treaty which

could not be abrogated without the con

sent of both parties. Yet now. when

owing to England's Infamous rule, the

opportunity presents itself of reducing

Irish representation by adopting a pop

ulation basis, it is jumped at by the

British ministry despite the emphatic

protests of the other party to the treaty.

The ministerial scheme evoked an

adverse ruling from the Speaker

on the 18th. John Redmond had

asserted the right of the House to

act upon the redistribution resolu

tions in detail, whereas Mr. Bal

four iusisted that they be voted up

on as a whole. The Speaker sus

tained Mr. Redmond. Under this

ruling the Irish members would

have been able, so the dispatches

have it. to prolong the session into

the winter, and Mr. Balfour with

drew the resolutions.

The result of an important bye-

election which came off on the 29tli

of June, being in harmony with

the results of most of these elec

tions recently, further indicates

Ihe direction of the political trend

in Great Britain. It was for the

constituency of East Finsbury,

which is a part of London and has

been strongly Conservative. At

the preceding election the Conser

vative majority was 347. This is

now turned into a Liberal majori

ty of 788. The circumstances are

significant. J. Allen Baker, the

Liberal candidate, who had been

defeated by 347 at the general

elections, which occurred during

the Boer war (vol. viii, p. 441 ), was

again the Liberal candidate; the

Conservative candidate. Mr. Co

hen, was widely respected for his

philanthropy and derived no little

strength no doubt from his family

relationship with the Rothschilds.

The lines were sharply drawn be

tween the progressive and the re

actionary policies which in Great

Britain as in this country are in

conflict, and the municipal issues

of London were evidently upper

most in the public mind. Regard

ing this fact the Manchester Guar

dian of the 30th said: "Mr. Baker's

connection with the London Coun

ty Council supplies some explana

tion of the new tendency of opin

ion. Mr. Cohen found it necessary

to remind the electors on bis pla

cards that they were not voting

in a municipal election. London

ers seem to be realizing at last

that social reform requires a sym

pathetic Parliament behind a pro

gressive County Council.'' Mr.

Baker is a pronounced supporter

of the progressive policy advocat

ed by the leader of the Liberal par

ty. Sir Henry Campbell Banuer-

man, who described it in a recent

speech in these terms: "Let the

value of land be assessed inde

pendently of the buildings upon

it, and upon such valuation let

such contribution be made to

those public services which create

the value. What is our rating

system? If is a tax upon industry

and labor, upon enterprise, upon

improvement; it is a tax which is

the direct cause of much of the

suffering and overcrowding in the

towns. And remember that over

crowding is not a symptom only,

but it cause of poverty, because it

demoralizes its victims and force?

them to find relief in excesses. By

throwing the rates on site values,

communities which created these

values will be set free—free, in

the sense that they can expand,

free to direct their own destinies."'

In other words. Mr. Baker is

what would be known in this coun

try as ti single taxer.
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The Chicago traction question.

lii the United States, interest

iu the progressive movement lias

reference to public utilities and

centers iu Chicago (p. 22$), where

Mayor Dunne is struggling with

an opposition committee of the

City Council. At a meeting of this

committee ou the 11th the chair

man had been directed to notify

tiie Cmcago city Kaiiway and the

L'nion Traction companies that if

they had any further propositions

of settlement to oner the commit

tee would sit to receive them ou

the lotfl. On tliat day, according

ly, the following letter from the

general counsel of the L'nion Trac

tion company, W. *W. Gurley, was

suDmirted to the committee in be

half of that company:

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of

your communication, inviting submis

sion to the local transportation com

mittee of any proposition desired, in

addition to the statement made some

weeks ago relative to sale of street

railway properties which I represent

as counsel. Owing to shortness of time

elapsed since the receipt or your com

munication I have not had sufficient

opportunity to consult all of the many

parties having interest In and control

of our properties, so that I am not

able to present anything further to

your committee at its meeting to-mor

row nor to then indicate when I shall

be prepared to submit a communica

tion. I shall, however, as soon as 1

am fully advised of the wishes of our

parties at once communicate with your

committee upon the subject.

At the same time the vice presi

dent of the City Kaiiway company.

Mr. Mitten, made to the commit

tee the following oral statement :

I think I can say for the City Rail

way that we are ready to proceed with

negotiations with the city for the dis

posal of our properties at any time or

it such time as this committee may

select. We prefer that the negotia

tions be carried on in executive ses

sion. I am sure that we can get to

gether quicker that way and we would

like to get at this before the city gets

committed to the construction of a

street car system.

A* the company Mr. Mitten repre

sented had previously professed,

through its counsel, Mr. Wilson,

to have made its most favorable

offer. Alderman Bennett asked:

"Then, Mr. Mitten, you do not con

sider Mr. Wilson'a letter as the final

word of your company?"

To which Mr. Mitten replied, as

reported by the Chicago Daily

News of the loth:

"Since the Mayor's proposition to the

City Council, new fields have opened

up."

The proposal that the committee

negotiate with the traction com

panies in executive (secret) ses

sion was adopted against Mayor

Dunne's protest. Aldermen Finn.

Maypole and Dever voting in the

negative. August 14th was set

for beginning the secret negotia

tions. , \

At this session of the commit

tee Mayor Dunne's request for

permission to employ A.B.du

Pout of Detroit as his expert trac

tion adviser, which had been pend

ing for three weeks Ip. 215), was

granted; and Mayor Dunne imme

diately made the appointment.

Mr. dn Pont is to enter upon his

duties on the 21st.

The Chicago teamsters' strike.

As last week drew to a close the

opinion seemed universal that the

Chicago teamsters' strike fp. 234)

would be terminated on the 161h

by a secret referendum vote of the

Railway Express Drivers' l'nion.

whose decision it was believed

would be acquiesced in by thede

partraent store drivers later in the

same day. But once nioreexpecta

tions were disappointed. The de

t-ermined refusal of the express

companies to re-employ strikers

was used as an argument against

votiugiug to call off the strike, and

by a vote of Ki'-i to 121, in a total

membership of 700, the Railway

Express Drivers' Union decided in

favor of continuing the strike. In

consequence of this result, the de

partment store drivers decided to

take no vote. The subject was re

newed on the 20th, when the Team

ster's Joint Council, after a bois

terous meeting, decided to order a

general referendum on stopping

the strike, the vote to take place

on the 20th.

The city authorities have begun

to remove policemen from wagons

driven by non-union drivers, and

the Sheriff is swearing in thesi'

drivers as deputies and authoriz

ing them to arm themselves.

NEWS NOTES

—The fifty-sixth annual meeting of

the American Medical association closed

at Portland. Ore., on the 13th.

^The French Chamber of Deputies

on the 13th passed a bill reducing letter

postage in France from three cents to

two.

—The national convention of the

Young People's Christian union, of the

Universalist church, met at Hartford

on the 13th'.

—Gen. W. W. Blackmar. commander-

in-chief of the G. A. R., died on the 16th

at Boise, Idaho, while on an official tour

of inspection.

—Commander Peary's polar search

ing vessel, the Roosevelt, sailed from

New York on the 16th on an expedition

in search of the North Pole.

—An earthquake lasting about ten

seconds and affecting a large area in

Maine and New Hampshire was reported

from different points in those States on

the 15th.

—While navigating Prof. Montgom-

ery'saeroplane4,000feet above the earth,

at San Jose. Cal.. on the 18th. John Ma-

loney was killed in consequence of a

break in the machinery which made the

aeroplane unmanageable and caused it

to pitch to the earth.

—Rev. Charles W. Pearson, pastor of

the Unitarian church at Quincy, 111..,

who resigned a professorship at the

Northwestern t Methodist) university

at Evanston in 1902. because he had

ceased to believe in the infallibility of

the Bible (Vol. iv. p. 696), died in London

on the 13th.

—At the election for officers of the

Chicago Federation of Labor on the 16th

a band of armed sluggers entered the

room, overcame the election officers,

broke the ballot boxes, tore up the de

posited ballots ami almost fatally as

saulted Michael Donnelly, the leader of

the packing house strike (vol. vii, p. 377)

whom they left for dead on the floor.

—The statistics of exports and im

ports of the United States (see p. 187)

for the year ending June 30. 1905. as giv

en by the statistical sheet of the Depart

ment of Commerce and Labor for June,

were as follows (M. standing for mer

chandise. G. for gold and S. for sil ver) :

Exports. Imports. Balance.
M. $1,518,462,833 $1,117,647,600 $400,955,333 ex p.
G.. 92,594.024 53,637,862 38.956,162 exp.

S... 48.848.812 27.430,383 21,418,429 exp.

exp.

$1 ,659,905,669 $1,198,575,745 $461,329,9 4 exp.
Balance, 1908 (M.. G. and S.).$ 416,617,778 exp.

Balance. 1902 (M.. <S. and 8.). 496,446,285 exp.
Balance. 1901 (M., G. and S.). 671,458.818 exp.
Balance. 1900(M., G. and S ). 571,677.235 exp.

Balance, 1899(M., G. and S.). 504,086,295 exp
j Balance, 1898(M.. G. and S ). 534,624.851 exp.

Balance. 1834 to 1905 (M.. G.
and S.) $S,7o3.551.8;4 exp.

—James Hamilton Lewis, formerly a

Congressman from Washington and now

corporation counsel of Chicago, under

Mayor Dunne, has officially requested

his staff and their assislants thajt they

in no way "solicit or receive passes or

free transportation from any steam rail

road or street railway, nor accept any

form of favor or gratuity from any in

stitution that bears a relation to the
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city which at any time is likely to he

the subject of dispute and contention."

—In the British House of Commons

on the 19th an alien exclusion bill

passed to third reading by a majority

of 90. Its nominal object is to exclude

immigrants who are likely to become

a burden on taxpayers. Its real ob

ject Is to lessen competition in the

labor market. Immigrants seeking

admission solely to escape persecution

for political offenses are excepted.

—The monthly statement of the Unit

ed States treasury department (see p.

152) for June. 1905, shows the follow

ing for the fiscal year ending June 30,

1905:

Gold reserve fund $150,000,000

Available cash 142;'490,322.S7

Total $292,490,322.87
On hand at close of last fiscal

year, June 30, 1»04 819.027.40S.05

Decrease for fiscal year ending
June 30, 1905 * 26,537,lS0.iS

Decrease for fiscal year ending

June 30, 1904 (vol. vii. p. 248)...$ 6S.367.033. 19
Increase for fiscal year ending

June 30, 1903 (vol.vi, p. 215).... 25,820,159.73
Increase for fiscal year ending

June 30, 1902 (vol. v. p. 218).... 31.740,991.83
Increase for fiscal year ending

June 30. 1901 .-. 21,127.470.14
Increase for fiscal year ending

June 30, 1900 24.325,186.05

Increase since July 1, 1900....$ 11.109,59418

—The monthly treasury report of re

ceipts and expenditures of the Federal

government (s'ee p. 104) for June. 1905.

shows the following for the fiscal year

ending June 30, 1905:

Receipts:

Tariff $262,060,528.14

Internal revenue... 233.464.200.89

Miscellaneous 47,899.130.21

$543,423,859.24
Expenses:

•Civic and Misc $14fi.9W>.765.40

War I22.49X.295 42

Navv 117,334.003.10
Indians 14.246.568 22

Pensions 141.770.955 55

Interest 24.591.023.65

-$567,411,611.34

Deficit. 1905 , „ c,„ 7-,

Deficit. 1904 (vol. vii. p. 248)'.:::'.$ 4?053 4'iifi
Surp us, 1903 (vol. vl, p. 215 ... 52 71 ^ ^

Surp us, 19fl2 (vol. v. p. 233 . . 7?355 921 60
Surp „s, 1901 (vol. lv. p. 218) 75:8M 99S 6

Surplus. 1900 (vol. Ill, p. 218)... 80 676 600 23

Accumulated surplus July 1.

1899, to June 30, 1905 "....$220,567,262.24

PRESS OPINIONS

MAYOR DUNNE'S PLAN.

Buffalo Courier (Demi, July 15.—The plan

from the outset is municipal ownership and

operation in everything but name.

JUDGE CHETLAIN'S SUBWAY DECI

SION*.

The Chicago Dally News (ind.), June 15.—

Though Wheeler, Loeftler. Ehrhorn, No

vak and Higgles escape under the ruling

cf the court, the moral Indictment

against them stands and will stand. No

technicalities can Interfere with it

In the light of the known facts. The

tunnel scheme, based on bribery and

nourished in forgery, concealment and

lies. Is a monumental example of wrong

committed against the public. Starting as

a telephone grant. It was turned into a vast

system of subways through the craft of

conspirators and the flabblness or venality

of public officials. If quo warranto pro

ceedings give a hope of the forfeiture of

these tunnels such proceedings by all means

should be begun by the Mayor and

pressed forward with the utmost vigor.

THE "WAR ON WEALTH."

The Johnstown (Pa.) Democrat (Dem.),

July 18.—The war which is being Waged

with increasing vigor and increasing pas

sion Is not against wealth. It is against

robbery. It is against systems whereby

wealth produced by one man is taken by

another man without rendering an equiva

lent. The war is against theft, against the

taking of tribute, against schemes of spoli

ation, against all the various devices by

which some men get without working

while other men work without getting.

"THE BEST MAYOR OF THE BEST-

GOVERNED CITY."

Cleveland Daily Recorder (Dem.), July 13.

—The fact is the time has come when it

is a very big and valuable advertisement

to the city of Cleveland that it has a mayor

like Johnson at the head of things. A great

many people like to live in the "best gov

erned city." Besides, it is perfectly evi

dent that the man who lives in a well-gov

erned city has a better chance for his busi

ness than a man who lives where graft Is

prevalent and where the boss, when he

sets that a man is doing a good business,

gets after him and makes him divide.

THE FRANCHISE GRABBERS.

Illinois State Register (Dem.). July 16.—

They do not. by any means, halt at mis

representation and falsehood. They are

bold enough to tell the American people

that they are too dishonest to manage their

own affairs. They have become so brazen

and, withal, so desperate as to point to the

corrupt political organizations which they

themselves support, as being representative

of the entire American public. The advo

cates of municipal ownership are, on the

other hand, as honest and consistent as

they are hopeful and enthusiastic. They

know that they are fighting in a good cause,

that they have an excellent remedy for

many present-day evils in city and State

government, and they are certainly not to

be frightened off through the methods em

ployed by their retieating, though still pow

erful adversaries.

HIGH RAILROAD SPEED.

(Chicago ) Roadmasttr and Foreman
(trade), July.—This 18-hour schedule means

a speed of about 52 miles per hour if the en
tire IS hours were used for running time:

but since It is safe to figure about two hours
consumed In stops, slow-downs, changing
engines, etc., it will be found that the av

erage speed will be quite close to 60 miles

per hour. Under the former schedule the
speed would fairly average 48 miles per

hour. From these figures we are able to

make a fair estimate as to the increased

probabilities of accidents and their de-
structiveness. all of which Increase direct
ly as the square of the speed. Thus, In
creasing the speed from 48 to 60 miles per

hour we have: Former probability to ac
cident is In the same ratio to present prob

ability of accident as 48 squared is to 60
squared; this makes the ratio about 23 to

36, or a little worse than 2 to 3. This means
that for every two accidents heretofore
there will be three hereafter on these roaas,
for no special purpose whatever except
the desire to see how far they can strain
the endurance of their employes, rolling

stock and permanent way.

"Do you believe in government own

ership?"

"That depends." answered the trust

magnate, "on whether you mean that

the government ought to own us or we

ought to own the government."—Wash

ington Star.

.MISCELLANY

THE FACTORY GIRL.

For The Public.

When the trembling East Is beginning

to blush

With the rosy red of morn.

And the World holds her breath In a

solemn hush

As another day is born,

I am startled from sleep's illusive dreams

By the factory whistle's imperious

screams.

Which seem but an echo of yesterday—

So soon has the short night passed

away.

A child was I in my beautiful dream.

In my old home far away,

Where I strayed on the banks of a

laughing stream.

Through the slumb'rous summer day.

And gathered the flowers that blossomed

there.

With never a thought of work or care.

While the birds above in the murmuring

trees

Poured their joyous songs on the per

fumed breeze.

Why is It, I ask, that the birds are free

To Hit over vale and hill.

While I a life-long slave must be

In a noisy, squalid mill?

Does God love the birds, and hate me so

That He fills my life with work and

woe?

Or can it be that there is no God,

Save the factory master's cruel rod?

But God. or no God, I must be in ray

place,

When the heartless wheels begin

To turn the machine in its tireless race.

More wealth for its lord to win.

From my hurrying hands, with a fiend

ish roar,

It snatches its food and ahouts for

more—

"More food, more food, for my sateless

maw;

More gold, more gold, Is my master's

law."

No matter how weary my arms may

grow.

No matter how numb with pain.

If 1 slacken my pace the machine seems

to know.

And shrieks In Its wrath again:

"More food, more food, for my sateless

maw;

More gold, more gold, is my master's

law."

Till the soul of the ghoulish machine,

to me,

Seems to laugh at my helpless misery.

AH day the demon laughs and leers.

Till my heart grows sick with fright:

And ever the taunt rings In my ears—

"I will have your soul to-night:

For my soul and the master's soul are

one.

And I'll come for your soul when "the

day Is done. '

More food, more food, for my sateless

maw;

More gold, more gold, is my master's

law."

WALTER V. HOLLOWAY.

Berkeley, Calif.
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MAYOR JOHNSON S WAV.

.MOKE BOUQUETS FOR CLEVELAND.

Lincoln Steffens' declaration that

Cleveland had the "best mayor of the

best gpverned city in the United States"

has led to the throwing of many

bouquets at various city officials. Gus

Hanna. superintendent of the street

cleaning department, and Prof. Bemis.

manager of the water department, are

the latest recipients of flowery things.

Bemis yesterday received a letter

from Joseph M. Patterson, water com

missioner of Chicago, requesting copies

of the annual reports of the local de

partment for a number of years back.

"We all feel that the Cleveland water

works system is a standard, and we

want to take the benefit of your expe

rience as far as possible," concludes

Patterson.

Hanna's bouquet comes from Section

Superintendent McGrath, of New York's

street cleaning department. McGrath

was recently here on a vacation, and

yesterday Hanna received a letter from

him In which he declared he had never

visited a city in which streets were so

uniformly clean as those of Cleveland.—

Cleveland Plain Dealer of July 13.

AX ESTIMATE OF WILLIAM J.

BRYAN.

From a private letter from John T. Mc-

Clure, of Beaver City, Neb.

Yes, I am for Bryan and Free Silver,

and in favor of a Republic and against

an Empire; eternally against a stand

ing army, and likewise against trusts;

•and am proud of the fact that I live in

a State which has the least illiteracy

in the Union, and produces such a

statesman as William J. Bryan—

—a man who has the heart and con

science of an Abraham Lincoln;

—the philosophy of a Benjamin

Franklin;'

—the simplicity of a Thomas Jef

ferson;

—the oratorical ability of a Daniel

Webster;

—the personal magnetism of a

James G. Blaine;

—the courage of an Andrew Jack

son;

—the patriotism of a Patrick Henry;

—the fortitude of a Bismarck;

—the wisdom of a Gladstone, and

—the piety of a Paul Kruger;

—and who stands to-day the best

specimen of statesmanship produced in

the world during the nineteenth cen

tury.

For nobler 'tis to stand alone

On God Almighty's highway,

Than gnaw with millions at the bone

That lies in Satan's by-way.

-Speed Mosby.

THE GRACE OF HOSPITALITY.

For The Public.

If thou hast something, bring thy goods,,

A fair return be thine:

If thou ait something, bring thy soul,

And interchange with mine.

—Schiller.

We are naturally social beings. The

universal desire for friendly fellow

ship underlies our hospitality. Unfor

tunately, the form of social intercourse

now much in vogue does not commend

itself to the judgment of wise and

thoughtful people. It is prodigal in

efforts to gratify the luxurious propen

sities of our nature—suggests that we

"eat, drink and be merry," savors of

ostentation and emulation, and is not

devoid of a spirit of commercialism.

Who shall say that the malevolent in

fluence of extravagant entertainments

has not much to do with the dishonesty,

defalcation, and general disaster of

which we see and hear much?

Society at our national capital, if

current report be true, recently re

ceived a merited rebuke in the retire

ment of one of its prominent members,

who declined longer to keep pace with

its unreasonable requirements.

The spirit of reform is abroad, and

men and women courageous enough to

lead in the release of intelligent and

otherwise independent people from the

slavery of conventionalism, will re

ceive grateful appreciation. Then we

shall be blessed with sunshine and

fresh air at midday entertainments, in

stead of being irritated, blinded and

suffocated by gaslight and heat, and we

can dine and lunch without sitting

through the serving of numberless

courses which nobody wants.

True hospitality is simple and unpre

tentious. It does not depend on riches,

but is entirely compatible with econ

omy and frugality. It does depend

on wealth of character—the result of

intellectual and ethical culture. The

quintessence of true hospitality gives

hearty welcome and perfect freedom in

the every-day life of the home, with

the manifest assurance that the pres

ence of the guest implies no burden and

imposes no restraint.

I shall not soon forget, and shall never

cease to admire and honor the dignified

hospitality of a mother and her daugh

ters who. though dependent on their

own efforts for livelihood, invited a

series of semi-monthly gatherings dur

ing a winter. Little .expense was in

curred, but the best people in the

large city in which they live were their

guests.

Nor shall I forget the reply of Rev.

Jenkin Lloyd Jones to a young friend

who asked if living in the city was

really so very much more expensive

than in the country. "No." he said, "if

you want only the very best things!"

The world is moving, conditions are

changing, men and women are so much

occupied in educational, economic,

philanthropic and kindred subjects, that

less need is felt than formerly for pure

ly social entertainments. A promi

nent woman, much given to hospital

ity, said recently that she seldom now

invited company without an ulterior

purpose—the discussion of some inter

esting or important subject.

Only slight variation is needed in

Lowell's inspiring lines to adapt them

to the present time:

New occasions teach new duties.

Time makes ancient good uncouth;

He must upward still and onward

Who would keep abreast of truth.

SUSAN LOOK AVERT.

CALLING LEGISLATORS TO AC

COUNT.

For The Public.

A people Is but the attempt of many

To rise to the complete life of one.

So Browning the poet defines a peo

ple. "The people." as the term is used

in the political field, is a corporation

politic with legal methods of expression

and action.

Such methods of expression and ac

tion may be inadequate or unsatisfac

tory. It is the belief of many that popu

lar government is unsatisfactory in pro

portion to the legal limitations upon di

rect methods of expression by the

people.

If the people do not nominate their

'representatives, but allow them to be

chosen by party leaders; if the repre

sentatives when legally chosen do not

represent those who elect them; if the

people have no means to correct such un

representative action; If the courts are

unable to declare illegal such acts of the

representatives as violate their trust to

the people—the system of ,popular gov

ernment, and not the people themselves,

is directly to blame.

The preamble of the Constitution of

the United States says:

We the people of the United States, in or

der to form a more perfect Union, . . .

promote the general welfare, and secure

the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and

our Posterity, do ordain and establish this

Constitution for the United States of

America.

Knowing that eternal vigilance is the

price of liberty, it will be admitted that

a free and intelligent electorate will ex

ercise its right and duty to use its po

litical powers.

If it has the means it will use them.

If it has not the means it will seek them.

Having the means it will obtain a gov
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ernment which is conducted for the gen

eral welfare, and which will secure the

blessings of liberty to ourselves and our

posterity. We know no means, con

sonant with the fundamental principles

of our government, whereby the people

may secure such a' government and such

blessings, which are better than direct

action at the polls. The people should

when a sufficient number petition to do

so, pass directly on the acts of the men

they elect to public office. If these means

are provided, the evils of our political

system will soon disappear, and if fol

lies are committed, it will be the fault

of the people and not of their political

system.

If an experiment of this kind is wise

in operation it will benefit the whole na-'

tion. If the event proves that it is un

wise in operation, the law permitting it

can be repealed. But the business prin

ciple of review of acts of agents by the

principal when the latter so elects, Is

sound. Even if the agent is more com

petent and is chosen because he is more

competent than the principal to do cer

tain acts, the latter should have the

decision on matters affecting his inter

ests, when he so desires.

Otherwise he abdicates in favor of

the agent—and must take the conse

quences. The vesting of special priv

ileges in corporations for private gain

may be an act of deliberate injustice to

the people, and may lead to unsatisfac

tory exercise of the privileges granted

and to grave discontent. If this is so,

are the people to be left without legal

remedies?

Good citizens want to know the

sources of political corruption. They

want to apply the remedy to the end that

they may have good government. They

will not rest satisfied when they are told

by those who are in power and who are

responsible. for the existing conditions,

that "politics" as it exists, forbids the

trial of an adequate remedy. How can

the people know withqut a trial? Are

they to admit impotence as sovereign

citizens? Are they to acquiesce in the

failure of popular government alleged

by those who really rule under the forms

of popular government?

Wherever true democracy exists—

whether in New Zealand or in Switzer

land—the people are not found to be

incompetent or corrupt politically. The

same cannot be said of autocracies—

whether in Russia or in the United

States.

LEWIS STOCKTON.

Buffalo, N. Y., July 7, 1905.

In the progress of civilization wom

an suffrage is sure to come.—Charles

Sumner.

THE DEADLIEST INFIDELITY.

Extract from a sermon delivered by the

Rev. Qulncy Ewing, in the Church of the

Advent, Birmingham, Alabama, July 9,

1905.

A man's life eonsisteth not in the

abundance of the things which he poa-

sesselh.—Jesus.

The kind of infidelity that Christian

ity has to combat to-day, or itself per

ish, is not at all the infidelity of the

Paines, the Bradlaughs, the lngersolls

—an infidelity which spends itself in

denials of, or attacks upon, a "super

natural" basis for doctrine and dogma;

but rather is it an infidelity which

vaunts itself in every-day practical

denial of and attacks upon the uni

versal moral basis and Justification

of human life, without which religion

as truth, religion as right, religion as

deed and character, were empty, pur

poseless, and meaningless.

Jesus said, speaking for the ideal of

fundamental religion, "a man's life

eonsisteth not in the abundance of

the things he possesseth." So far as

I know, Tom Paine, Charles Brad-

laugh and Robert Ingersoll agreed

with Him. But the powerful many-

handed and million-tongued infidelity

of the present day flatly disagrees

with Him. It says—and what it says

it embodies in deeds—that a man's

lif* does consist in the abundance of

the things he possesseth, and in noth

ing else—except incidentally. . . .

The only way to avoid the conclu

sion that the men responsible for the

corruption that Is rampant in our so

cial and political life—the men who

boodle; the men who crush rivals out

of business by the secret rebate and

other Immoral methods; the men who

conspire together to pay less for what

they buy, and compel their ' fellow-

men to pay more for what they buy

and must have; the men whose, su

preme effort in life is to get something

for nothing, or very much for very

little;—the only way to avoid the con

clusion that they are all essential in

fidels, is to suppose that the moral

message of Jesus Christ is no funda

mental part of His religion; that He

won His great fame, not as humanity's

Exemplar in the paths of righteous

ness, but as its most remarkable In

structor in the realm of abstract meta

physics. . . .

Thought of in this light, as it must

be, how much infidelity there is in our

social and national life! How many

of our troubles, our problems, our sins

and sufferings, it is responsible for!

And how they would vanish, if for

unfaith we could substitute faith in

 

the moral leadership of Jesus; if we

could drive the awful infidelity out of

business, out of "best society," out of

politics and government, and put in

its place the reverent spirit to ask,

"Quo vadis, Domine?" Whither goest

Thou, Master? and the spirit of faith

to pronounce, "Whither Thou goest, I

will go, and what Thou commandest,

I will do!"

How long has it been since any

great national question, or any small

national question, was settled in these

United States on the basis of right, in

obedience simply to an ideal of Tight

ness? Does any of us remember when

such a question was so settled? Are

not practically all our national ques

tions settled rather on the basis of

what will pay—the politicians in votes,

or the privileged classes in dollars?

Who ever expects, these days, a meas

ure to go through Congress merely be

cause it is a righteous measure, a

measure in accord with the moral

teaching of Jesus Christ, a measure

framed in the spirit of the injunction,

Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy

self? And the Supreme Court with

its five to four decisions, in which the

four are usually right, morally, and

the five wrong, is rapidly acquiring the

infidelity of Congress!

Consider the Chinese Exclusion Act

as an illustration of Christian unfaith

on the part of our national govern

ment. Years ago we shut Chinese la

borers out of this country, but stood

ready with the big guns of our battle

ships to see that our missionaries got

entrance into China, to convert the

subjects of the Chinese emperor away

from their ancestral religion. Recent

ly the excluding act has been repeat

ed. No Chinaman is allowed to land

on our shores to help us turn our raw

material into usable wealth. Just a

few weeks ago a Chinese citizen of the

United States, a man born here, and

naturally supposing he had the right

of any other citizen—Irish, German,

Pole, Swede, Sicilian, Hungarian, Bo

hemian—to travel abroad, if he so de

sired, was barred out of his native land

by an immigration official, because he

had been on a visit td China. And

the Supreme Court of these United

States upheld the official's act!

Now, in retaliation for our heathen

ish treatment of them, the Chinese in

their own land are boycotting our

goods, but still receiving our mission

aries and according them every courte

sy. Our producers and manufacturers

are not selling so much in Hong-Kong

and Shanghai. They are aware of a

smaller inflow of Chinese gold. And,
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behold! they are rapidly discovering

that the Chinese Exclusion Act is not

just what it ought to be! It never

occurred to them while trade was good,

but now that it is not so good, they

and some of our politicians are quite

sure that the “Exclusion Law does not

hold out to China the hand of fair

treatment and good will that this na

tion extends to other

Just the other day it was declared by

one of Our Alabama CongreSSmen,

that the President has now, with Con

gress off his hands, a fine opportunity

to put in practice his “Square deal

doctrine,” and deliver the cotton

growers and manufacturers from the

Chinese boycott! It is obligatory upon

us, in other words, to deal fairly and

humanly with the Chinaman, for rev

enue only-Or chiefly!

Could there be a better illustration

than this of that infidelity to the

moral teaching of Jesus which con

fronts us to-day, whithersoever we

turn? And what infidelity could be

worse than that of regulating our con

duct, national or individual, towards

our fellow human beings, rather for

what they have in their pocket

books, than for what they have and

are in themselves? . . . -

Unless something is done, beginning

at the cradles of our boys and girls

and going with them as they grow to

adult manhood and womanhood

something to check this terrible in

fidelity to moral ideals that is noth

ing less than moral insanity, more

terrible often on the part of owners

of millions, than on the part of the

penniless highwayman, more terrible

often on the part of the makers of

laws than on the part of the violators

of them—unless something is done,

the time is close at hand when, what

ever men profess with their lips, the

money-bank, not the church, will be

our most sacred building-its brick

and-steel vault our sacramental altar;

and highest on the standard we shall

follow in the conduct of our daily life

will be the conquering sign, not of

Jesus. Christ and Lord, nor yet of

Caesar, lord, too, in his lower

realm; but the serpent-sign of the Dol

lar, traced in the blood of souls'

JAPANESE SUPERIORITY.

An article kindly furnished to us by Dr.

W. E. Macklin, for 20 years a missionary

physician at Nanking, China.

The wonderful progress of the Jap

anese since 1868 has surprised the

world. Their progress is not an evolu

tion, according to the teaching of

Spencer and Huxley, for this would

countries!”

require ages of gradual development

of the brain matter, with a resultant

better mind product. The brain mat

ter has not changed much in a genera

tion. The Japs have simply studied and

mastered the learning of the West.

Formerly they learned of the Chinese.

Now they follow occidental teachers.

I think they have not improved on

the learning of their teachers. All

kinds of Japanese manufactured ar

ticles, such as clocks, lamps, cutlery,

etc., shipped to China, are much in

ferior to American and European goods.

This inferiority the Chinese recog

nize. -

The superiority of the Japanese in

war is largely due to the fact that they

have always been a warlike people,

whose country has never been invaded

by a foreign foe. They have always

been brave, like the Swiss and Holland

ers, and fear not death nor any foe.

Like the Swiss, they have an intense

patriotism.

The Shinto religion is a hero wor

ship, and the great gods of the pan

theon are the deified generals and em

perors who have been distinguished

in war. The emperor is supposed to be

a descendant of the sun goddess, and

a god himself. Banzai means “10,000

years” to the emperor, or “long live the

emperor.”

Fanatic patriotism and hero worship

produce a type of soldier difficult to con

quer. No corrupt government like that

of Russia can hope to win against the

brave island empire. The pride of cor

rupt Spain under Philip II. and III. was

humbled by patriotic little Holland.

“Charles the Bold” and other poten

tates struggled in vain against the

Swiss love of country. The spirit of the

soldier is the essential thing. Crom

well's Ironsides fought with a zeal for

liberty. The French revolutionists

easily hurled back foreign invaders, as

they believed they fought for liberty,

equality and fraternity.

It has been said that the Japanese

success is due to their simplicity of

life, and especially their vegetarian

ism. But this is surely a mistake.

Many Japanese eat little meat, as they

cannot afford it, but the leaders and

brainy people use a great deal of ani

mal food. Pigs and sheep have not

been raised in Japan until lately, but

beef is very much used. Fish, eggs

and chickens are the leading animal

foods of Japan.

Many Japanese gentry have fish

ponds in their gardens, and the guests

Sometimes pick out the fish to be

caught by the servants. It is cap

tured, cut into Slices and eaten raw.

• more or

I have lived for weeks in Japanese

hotels, and have always been served

fish, chicken, eggs or beef. I have fre

quently been obliged to send my raw

fish back to be cooked. It was found

that soldiers and marines were sub

ject to that fearful disease, beri-beri,

or kakke, if they lived on a simple

rice diet; but a Western diet prevented

this fatal disease. Even in the jails

pure rice is not served, but wheat is

mixed with it. If the Japs had not

less adopted the food-stuff

of the West, as well as the weapons,

beri-beri would have melted away the

forces of the mikado quicker than the

bullets of the enemy.

Tuberculosis is another dread dis

ease of Japan, and I believe is due to

a lack of good nutritious food, espe

cially among poor scholars and those

of Sedentary habits.

It was a common practice a few

years ago for a Japanese to save up

for weeks, and then take his family

to a Western hotel and have a good

feast. Buddhist devotees are Vegetar

ians, but with others, it is a Simple

question of finances.

The Japs are an exceedingly im

moral people, so their military prestige

is not due to moral superiority, though

they are self-restrained by patriotic

devotion in this great struggle against

the Russian. They are certainly not

Saturated in Vodka.

The Japanese are the cleanest people

on earth. They bathe very frequently,

using the hot bath. The Chinese are a

filthy people, and are afflicted with itch

and vermin almost universally. Their

proverb says: “The rich get itch, the

poor get lice.”

A very important reason for mili

tary prowess among partly civilized

peoples is the fact that high civiliza

tion produces wealth, while semi

civilization produces men. England

has nearly ruined her agricultural pop

ulation. Her “wealth increases but

her men decay.” Out of 11,000 men

who offered to enlist in Manchester,

Eng., at the time of the Boer war, 10,

000 were rejected as physically unfit.

In China and Japan there is no race

suicide. Farms are small, and an im

mense population is engaged in the

simple, healthful life of producing

food-stuffs from the soil. A sure way

to prevent a “yellow peril” is to rap

idly civilize the heathen–teach them

to live to produce wealth at the ex

pense of physique, also teach them to

live in slums and flats and the bene

fits of not rearing a next generation.

When I rode through Tokio on a

street railway at a cent and one-half
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a ride, and saw a city of nearly 1,500,-

000, living and doing business in one

and two-storied shops and dwelling

houses, I thought: "Thank the Lord

for a good earthquake now and again^"

They can't have sky-scrapers in Tokio.

Earthquakes would make it as danger

ous to build fiats in Japan as it was

to build a tower of Babel.

The countries where the majority of

the people cultivate small farms and

develop health in the open air, and

where the cities do not go skyward,

are the "fittest to survive" in the

coming struggle among nations. Given

a nation of fanatical patriots, with the

soldiers as tillers of the soil, innured

to hardships in the open air from

daylight till dark; and the workers in

our factories and mills, sweat-shops

and slums would be wiped out of ex

istence. A few thousand hardy Boer

farmers played with England's great

army, and costlier a billion and a half

of money. What could not the hordes

of China and Japan, well drilled and

armed, do against the flat-chested de

generates of the manufacturing and

commercial races? The bummers that

hang about our saloons and tobacco

shops would be "food for powder."

An army of 10,000,000 could be raised

in China, each man capable of endur

ing more, hardships, hunger and ex

posure than any of our city-bred fel

lows.

We should prevent race suicide, and

earnestly endeavor to get our people

on the land, if we desire to avert a

yellow peril. Cigarette smoking,

cocaine, coca-cola, whisky an*l other

narcotics should be avoided. No arti

ficial gymnastics will take the place

of a population reared on the soil.

Our hope is along these lines.

The elegant, refined artistic Jap,

■with his indomitable will to lead, and

the great and increasing hardy farm

er populations to train into soldiers!

Truly, this is a world problem, and

the nations are not awake to it.

THE WORKHOUSE NIGHT SCHOOL

IN CLEVELAND.

From the Cleveland Plain Dealer of Jan.

3, 1905.

A. B. C's at 60? Certainly, there are

men in town as old as that who are

studying them patiently. Not in the

ordinary schools of the city, however,

but in the night school out at the

workhouse.

It is a little over a year since Mr.

Crane, the parole officer, asked per

mission to set up a night school. Per

mission was granted, and a room was

set apart and work hegan. Now

there are close to 100 pupils. And

the men really work, too.

Mr. Crane is the only man among

the lot who is not a prisoner. His

assistant teachers are from among the

men themselves, and energetic, trust

worthy teachers they have proved

themselves to be. Mr. Crane is not

at all afraid of the prisoners. The

men did plot once to rise against him

and escape. But he has friends among

them who would not allow it, and

the thing was stopped before it had

really begun. He likes and trusts his

charges, and seldom do they treat him

badly.

The school opens at 7:30. and the

session is generally two hours In

length. The men are not forced to

come, though. If it is found that a

man is quite ignorant, he is brought

if he can be got to consent. The

other men generally like to come. It

is two hours away from the deadly

quiet and loneliness of their cells—two

hours when they cad have a certain

amount of liberty, when they may see

each other, have plenty of light, and

a bit of conversation now and then,

though, as in other schools, "whis

pering" is a forbidden pleasure, and

these grown-up scholars are reported

for it just as they might have been

long ago, when they were ten-year-

olds.

As for the government, the men

look after it themselves. Each class

elects a representative. The school

has a governor and a prosecuting at

torney, who are elected by the school

at large. When a man is reported for

misconduct, he is tried. The repre

sentatives of the different classes are

the jury, the governor is the judge,

and he is represented by an attorney

of his own choosing. The prosecuting at

torneyship is an office much desired,

and the holders of it have an impor

tance excelled only by that of the gov

ernor.

T,he most severe penalty that can be

inflicted on a man is that of being dis

franchised. When his vote is taken

from him he is permitted to go to class

as usual, but he cannot have a voice

in the government of the school. The

punishment is a severe one, and the

men really dread it—especially as their

names are written on a blackboard for

all to see.
i

The men all take great interest in

the cleanliness of the school, and

voted against all tobacco using during

school hours. A man who swears is

tried, as is a man who picks a quar

rel, who is caught cheating or trying

in any way to work against the quiet

and usefulness of the school.

A visit to the place is most interest

ing. When you enter you stand at

one side of a big prison room, filled

with long tables, about which sit the

classes. In the center is a raised plat

form for Mr. Crane's desk. Around

.the walls are blackboards. Mottoes

have been lettered on the walls, most

of them relating to the advantages of

learning.

The men all look interested, and

seem to be working. By each class-

stands its teacher, correcting, assisting

much after the manner of teachers

everywhere.

"Oh, yes," said one of them, "I

like doing this. It's lots better than-

staying in your cell. It's so dark

there you can't read, and so lonesome

it's awful. The days in prison are not

so bad. You have your work. It's-

the nights, when you are all alone,

that make it bad. And this takes you

away from all that for two hours, any

how.

"Yes, the men work pretty well.

Here's a Greek over here who's rather

interesting. He could read and write

his native language, but when h*

came in here two weeks ago he didn't

know a thing about English except

for a few spoken words. Now watch

him."

The man had spread open before him

a first reader, and was copying rapid

ly in writing the printed words. He

wrote in an easy, flowing hand, with

the greatest of ease, apparently.

"I don't believe," said his teacher,

"that he really understands what he

is writing. When he first learned he-

wanted to write everything backwards.

He got over that, and now writes well,

as you can see, but I really don't be

lieve he understands it."

At another table not far away was

the A, B, C class. Most of its mem

bers were men over 50 years of age.

A few were younger. There was one

dreamy-eyed Italian boy of not more

than 16. The men peered at their

primers through spectacles, and it was

pathetic to see their heavy, stubby

fingers struggling with pencil or

chalk as they tried to form the let

ters that were so strange to them.

Other classes were more advanced,

some very far up indeed. Mr. Crane

was teaching a class In geometry. Two

men, seated together at a table, were

studying automobile construction, and

there was a large class in commercial

correspondence, with a teacher who

had been a successful traveling man,

and who taught whereof he knew.
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"Lots of these boys," said Mr.

Crane, "don't have a chance because

tbey don't know enough to write good

letters of application. An employer

necessarily goes a great deal by the

letter that asks him for work. Many

of the men are here through ignorance,

many through misfortune. We are

trying to help them to help them

selves after they get out. The more

they know of business methods and

the common school branches of educa

tion, the more they can do in the

world. Want to see an election?"

We certainly did, and the school was

called to order and the situation ex

plained. Then there was a short re

cess while the room was aired, the

men walked about and did their elec

tioneering, and two went out for a

bucket of water, which was eagerly

sought by these grown-up children.

Then they settled to work. The

men use slates instead of paper, and

the votes were written on them, col

lected, stacked in a most imposing

pile, counted by specially appointed of

ficers, chalked up on the board and

handled throughout in a thoroughly

businesslike manner—good training,

by the way. for the foreigners scat

tered so plentifully among the ranks

of the men.

Speeches were called for from the

candidates and were given with ease

and grace. One candidate for prose

cuting attorney was a speech-maker

born. He was a fine-looking colored

man with a big patch of courtplaster

over one cheekbone. He had the jol-

liest eyes and the most delicious South

ern drawl.

"All Ah kin say," he remarked in re

sponse to the call for a speech, "is that

if Ah'm 'lected Ah'll do mah bes' t'

punish th' hoys what's misbehaved.

Ah'll be like a story uv a ole couple

what lived t'gether a long time, peace

ful an' happy. An' then they begun

t' fight. An' one time, after a fight,

de ole woman she begun t' feel kind er

bad, an' she begun ter sniff an' cry.

An' then she says t' de ole man: 'Wall,

sometimes dey's a storm needed fer t'

clar de air.' i

"'Humph!' says de ole man, a-

nibbin' of his haid, whar she'd hit 'im

*if a broom, 'dat all sounds well

'nough, but it doan help de fellah wot's

Wt by de lightenin'.' Now, Ah jes* tell

you boys, dat if Ah's 'lected Ah'll do

niah bes' t' make de fellahs what's

had feel 's if dey'd ben hit wid de

lightenin'."

His speech was greeted with cheers,

but he wasn't elected. However, they

called for another speech, and. rising,

he said:

"Wal, Ah guess Ah got hit by de

lightenin' mahself!" and proceeded to

tell another story amid the cheers and

laughter of the other men.

The' election was real enough, but

the trial held was a mock trial, though

the men tried to make it impressive^

in spite of the giggles of the audience

and the sheepish grins of the volun

teer culprit.

Once in awhile there is a vaudeville

performance allowed for the entertain

ment of the men, and there was one

that night. A qolored man gave some

of the finest imitations ever heard on

or off the vaudeville stage—he was a

professional, and there was music, too.

The session was unusually long that

night, and at its close Mr. Crane told

the men the story of the pretty Ital

ian boy in the A, B, C class.

He was left alone here in a strange

country, homeless and hungry, and a

saloon-keeper paid him to go out and

steal coal. Naturally he was rfrrested,

and the authorities, who luckily

caught and punished the saloonkeeper,

too, hardly knew what. to do with the

boy.

"So I took him out here," said Mr.

Crane. "And now I want you boys to

stand by me. He's not here because

he's wicked, but because he didn't

know any better. He's got to learn,

and to learn here. He'll be able to

read and write when he goes out, and

that's a great deal, but you fellows

must help me more. Generally, when

a boy. comes into the workhouse he

goes away knowing more about the

evil side of life than when he came

in. Now, I want you fellows to help

me keep this boy from knowing those

things. I want you not to tell him

things he shouldn't know. I want you

to help me make him a good man.

Will you? I want a vote from the

school. All who will help me please

rise."

And to the credit of the workhouse

men be it said, every man of them

rose.

"And," said Mr. Crane, "they'll keep

their word. Those who won't will

be brought to time by those who will.

There's a lot more good in these boys

than they're ever given credit for."

Uncle Winthrop—And what do you

desire to he when you have become a

man, Emersie? When I was your age

I wanted to be a pirate.

Emerson Lowell Backbeigh—The as

pirations of modern youth are so dif

ferent, Uncle. Now, I should like to be

a promoter.—Puck.

It is easy enough to be happy

With nothing but rags to your hack;

But the man who's worth while

Is the one who can smiie

When Miss Tarti-j is on his track.

—Chicago Chronicle.

The simple life—doing your own work.

The strenuous life—doing some oth

er fellow's work.

The modern life—getting some other

fellow to do your work.—Smart Set.

BOOKS

TOLSTOY.

Steiner's "Tolstoy the Man," and

Crosby's "Tolstoy as a Schoolmaster,"

are books about this genius of a new

social dispensation which go well to

gether.

The former (New York: The Mac-

millan Co.) is by Dr. Edward Steiner,

who has succeeded Dr. Herron as pro

fessor of applied Christianity at Iowa

college, and whose opportunities for the

work of picturing Tolstoy the man

have been exceptionally good.

Of biography there is enough to dis

tinguish the individual, but not so much

as to make the interest of the book de

pend upon his personality; of his books,

enough is told to explain his literary

works and to excite an appetite for read

ing them. The theme, however, is the

moral and religious development of

Tolstoy's character—the establishment,

as he might describe it, of the kingdom

of God within him. This development, <

richly illustrated with biographical ma

terial, is most interestingly explained.

His immunity from punishment by the

powers that be, although he undermines

them with his teaching and example,

is regarded by Dr. Steiner as making

Tolstoy's "a case where a man has

proved true the words of the prophets,

and the common teaching of history,

that 'Out of the mouth of babes and

sucklings,' and not out of the mouths of

mighty guns or mightier kings, 'Hath

he ordained strength.' " It is in this con

nection that Dr. Steiner summarizes the

character to the study of which his

book is devoted. "Tolstoy has opposed

the hard and cold dogmatism of the

church," he writes, "and has put into its

place the reasonable and broad teach

ing of Jesus. He denies the existence

of a God who is man-made, whimsical,

autocratic, and arbitrary, and believes

in a God who has revealed himself in

love and law, and who permeates all

things. He denies the efficacy of pun

ishment in the redemption of men, and

the use of force in maintaining or de

fending states, nations, or society; and

teaches that men who voluntarily obey

the law of Jesus, will alone bring tne

kingdom of God upon the earth and es

tablish it. He denies that patriotism
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THE TORY GAME.

As long as the " native " worker can be kept busy fighting the "alien" for the

crust, landlordism will continue to carry off and enjoy the rest of the loaf.

is a virtue, and that killing men in bat

tle is not murder; he teaches that all

men. of whatever race or color, are

brothers, and that the law of Jesus

which bids us to love all men must be

obeyed, rather than the dictates of

earthly authorities, which force us to

carry arms and use them either in the

defense of old or the acquisitioa of new

territory. Neither hate nor vengeance

should have a place in human hearts, he

says; and men will be redeemed, and

society redeemed, only by the divine

pity and loving forgiveness."

One extended experience in Tolstoy's

career is delightfully told by Ernest

Crosby's "Tolstoy as a Schoolmaster"

(Chicago: The Hammersmark Pub

lishing Co.). When the serfs were

freed, Tolstoy, being "a good landlord."

undertook the education of the freed

peasant children of his neighborhood,

and out of this interesting experience,

of which Mr. Crosby writes entertain

ingly, has come much of Tolstoy's phi

losophy, not only with reference to ed

ucation, but with reference also to so

cial life in general.

As to education. Tolstoy asserts that

its sole basis is freedom—the less the

restraint the better the school. This

idea is incidentally developed by Mr.

Crosby, who carries it. as does Tolstoy,

from the domain of education into that

of penology.

Both Mr. Crosby and Dr. Steiner are

skillful in the use of incident for the

double purpose of illustrating and vivi

fying.

PAMPHLETS

Few remember perhaps that less than

two years ago a colossal statue of

Christ was erected on the Andean bor

der between Chili and the Argentine

Republic to celebrate the disarmament

of those two nations, which are now

spending in Internal and coast improve

ments what they formerly spent in

preparations for war. The story of this

unique event is told in a little pam

phlet—"The Christ of the Andes"— is

sued by the American Peace Society at

Boston.

John R. Commons, of the University

of Wisconsin, has augmented his val

uable contributions to the specific

knowledge of the community with

reference to labor subjects with his

pamphlet on the teamsters of Chicago

as a type of American labor organiza

tion. The great strike by this organ

ization and the lockout against it

makes Prof. Commons' pamphlet espe

cially important.

The Public

Is * weekly review which prints In concise i
terms, with tucid explanations and without <
bias, all the news of the world of historical value. It la
also an editorial paper. Though it abstains from
mingling editorial opinions with Its news accounts. It
has opinions of a pronounced character, based upon taa
principles of radical democracy, which, in the columns
reserved for editorial comment, it expresses fully and
freely, without favor or prejudice, without fear of con
sequences, and without hope of discreditable reward.
Yet It makes no pretensions to Infallibility, either hi
opinions or in statements of fact; It simply aspires to a
deserved reputation for intelligence and honesty 1b
both. Besides its editorial and news features, ths

paper contains a department of origiral and selected
miscellany, in which appear articles and extracts upon
various subjects, verse as well as prose, chosen alika
for their literary merit and their wholesome human
interest. Familiarity with The Public will commend
it as a paper thai is not only worth reading, but also
worth filing.

Terms —Annual Subscription. $2.00: Semi-Annual
Subscription, $1.00: Quarterly Subscription. SO cents:
Trial Subscription (4 weeks) . 1 0 cents; Slnele Copies,
5 cents. Free of postage in United States. Canada,
Cuba and Mexico. Elsewhere, postage extra, at the
rate of one cent per week. All checks, drafts, post office
money orders and express money orders should be
made payable to the order of Th ■ Public Publish iko
Co. Subscribers wishing to change address must
give the old address as well as the new one.

Published weekly by The Public Publishing Com
pany. First National Bank Building. Chicago, 111. Post
office address, The Public Box 687. Chicago. IU.

TERMS OF ADVERTISING

each InsertionPer agate line.
Per Inch. (14 lines). -
Per column ( 1 33 lines), -
One-quarter page ( 1 00 lines).
One-half page (200 lines), "
One page (400 lines), - " . "
Front cover page, - -
Front cover half-page.
Last cover page, - "
Last cover half-page,
Last cover quarter-page, - " "

Advertising Forms Close on the Tuesday
the Saturday of Publication.

$0.05
.70

6.6S
S.00

10.00
20.00
25.00
15.00
25.00
12.50
6.25

BINDERS FOR THE PUBLIC

 

,T,St!i!'n,1?£??.t;merelT h0,lls the various numbers
of '1HK PUBLIC together, but is a complete cover
ihut binds them into a book, Kach copy can be added
asltcomes. we supply these blndersat TScench;
postpaid, sac. In seven yeurs we have not had a
complaint. THB PUBLIC, Box 687, Chicago, lu.

BOOKS RECEIVED.

—The Industrial Problem. Being the Wil
liam Levi Bull Lectures for the year 1905.
By Lyman Abbott. Philadelphia: George

AV. Jacobs & Co. To be review ed.

I AM INTERESTED IN "THE PUBLIC"

AREN'T YOU?

I Am Desirous of Increasing Its Circulation

ARE YOU ?

If you are you can jet something of value for nothing, and no string to it

Having come into possession of a number of authenticated maps of the United States
(including all its possessions) mounted, measuring 7x5 feet, valued at four dollars each, I
will neud one to each of the first fifty who will send in five (5) yearly or ten (10) half-yearly
subscriptions to THE PUBLIC, as per its offer of furuishi ng these at the yearly rate of $1.20.
These maps are especially valuable to schools, clubs, hotels, offices, etc, as aiso in homes.

Who Will Win First One ? Single Taxers cau bulk their subscriptions and so get ooe
for their club rooms.

DANIEL KIEFER, 530 Walnut St.. Cincinnati, O

Please mention THE PUBLIC when you write to advertisers.



Vol. 8. No. 381.

IIIThe Public

“WILCUT”

|A The Knife That Holds Its Edge

These knives, being made from the

best steel in the world for the pur

pose, are absolutely perfect in

their temper and are guaranteed

to stay sharp ": than an v

A others. A long, flexible knife

with a sharp, keen, lasting edge

* for thin or accurate slicing o

ham, beef., etc., is a prime ne

ce--ity in the kitchen of every

efficient housekeeper. Such

a one is our

12-in. Slicing Knife
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** sharp edged ” knives for the kitchen. No

equal sum spent otherwise will yield one

half the usefulness, pleasure and conven

lence to housekeeper or cook. Your money

back if not perfectly satisfied. Send for

catalog 7.

Wilkinson Shear & Cutlery

Company Reading, Pa.

Hours: 10a.m. to 4 p.m. Tel. Harrison 1027.

CHARLES L. LOGAN, D. O.

OSTEOPATHIC PHYSICIAN

Office : 45 Auditorium B1dg.

HOTEL WARNER- CHICAGO

EVENINGS.

EDWARD POLAK

4050 Third Avenue,NEW YORK CITY

Real Estate Auctioneer

and Broker

Investments carefully made in New

York real estate for out of town clients.

> BEST OF REFERENCES

DR. ANNA M. LUND

DENTIST

Suite Ion 4, Masonic Temple,

ChilcAGO, ILL.

Hours: 9:30 to 12 a.m.; 1 to 5 p.m.

Tel. 3691 Central. 7691 Auto.

ATToRNFCW -

B.C. STICKNEY
Attorney and Counsellor at Law

Patents and Trade Marks

Expert in Patent Causes

152 NAS5AU 5TREET, NEW YORK

Captain Jinks

Hero

By ERNEST CROSBY

. A keen satire on our re

cent wars, in which the

parallel between savagery

and soldiery is unerringly

drawn.

PROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED BY

DAN BEARD

There is not a dull page in the

book.-South African News, Cape

town.

The author has added to our

literature a notable work of satire,

which, whether right or wrong,

must appeal to all endowed with

the national sense of humor.—New

York Mail and Express.
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Natural Taxation
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DO YOU WANT TO KNOW

how best to take advantage of existing conditions

to advance your own interests, and to keep others
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BISOCIALISM

The Reign of the Man at the Margin

By OLIVER R. TROWBRIDGE
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for money getting under the established order,

and thus enable you to start right if you are young,
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everybody's attention.”-City and State, Philadel

phia.
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By L0UIS CORNAR0

Cornaro wrote his guide to a long and

healthy life in four parts at the ages of

83, 86, 91 and 95, and died at 103.

“I have for forty years carried out the idea

of Cornaro.”–THOMAS A. EDISON.

Octavo volume, illustrated, bound in full

cloth, gilt top—a handsome edition. Price

$1.50 net; sent postpaid to any address.
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The illustrations are by Dan Beard.
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A volume of essays and literary inter
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| EVEN AS YOU AND I \

By BOLTON HALL

A presentation, by means of popular and simple T

allegories, of the doctrine of Henry George and the

principle which underlies it. A part of the volume

is an account of Tolstoy's philosophy, drawn largely

from the Russian's difficult work, "Of Life."

The earnest outpourings of a soul devoted
to humanity. —Juitiet, Philadelphia

l6mo, cloth, ornamental, gilt top, 50 cent*;

by mail, 64 cent*.
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Htw Zealand Is the most Interesting corner

of the civilized world to-day.

The only single book in existence giving an

adequate idea of its history, and a full account of

the rise and development of its remarkable in

stitutions and government, is

The Story of New Zealand

By PROF. FRANK PARSONS

Author of " The City For The People," Etc.

It is simply impossible, within due limits, to

set forth even a tithe of the varied and remarkable

excellencies of this volume. It is a great book. It

tells a wonderful story, and one that ought to po

out into all the earth.— City and State.
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THE THEORY OF

HUMAN PROGRESSION

By PATRICK EDWARD DOVE.

Edited, with Biographical Sketch, by Alexander Harvey.

This work, first published in 1850, is an in

ductive philosophy explanatory of social evolu

tion. Unlike most inductive philosophies, it is

essentially democratic. Dove discovered the

moral law in the facts of human experience. In

this he was unique, and consequently without

renown among the inductive philosophers of the

nineteenth century; but the present tendency of

inductive philosophy toward the recognition of

moral harmonies in the universe, and therefore

in the direction of democracy, is forcing his

book into recognition. It is indispensable to

students of social science.
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