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EDITORIAL

‘Workingmen and savings banks.
Savings bank statistics as evi-
dence of the prosperity of work-
ingmen gets another blow (p. 338)
through revelations in the settle-
ment of the estate of Col. Willard
Glazier, the wealthy author and
lecturer. Nearly all his fortune of
$135,000 was found deposited in
the savings banks of more than 50
cities scattered over 15 States. In
New York city alone he was a de-
positor in 18 savings banks. These
deposits show up in warm colors
through the savings bank -statis-
tics, as an indication of that im-
proving condition of the working
poor of which statistics are so full
and the working poor so ignorant.

“"Honest graft.”
“Honest graft” is the new

New York name for a kind of
graft that is described by a New
York expert in this wise:

My party is in power in the city, and
it is going to undertake a lot of public
improvements. I am tipped off on the
place. I go to that place and buy all the
land I can in the neighborhood. Then
the board of this or that makes its plan
public and there is a rush to get my land
which nobody cared particularly for be-
fore. Ain’t it perfectly honest to charge
a good price and make a profit on my
investment and foresight? Of course it
is. Well, that is honest graft.

And what is the modus operandi
of “honest graft” when “my part\'

is in power” and is going to give

away a lot of street franchises?

Thinking workers
thinkers.

The comment of the American
League of Industrial Education,
upon a quotation from an un-
named Negro writer, ought to pen-
etrate the dull wits of those who
are unconcerned while education-
al systems are formulating for the
creation of a class of culture and
a.class for service. The criticized
writer had said: “Teach the
thinkers to think and the workers
to work,” adding: “It is silly to
make a scholar a blacksmith, but

and working

_sillier still to make a blacksmlth a

scholar.” This was an incautious,
perhaps unintended, expression of
an idea that has taken root high
up in educational circles. Ve
quote the answer of the League,
for it goes straight to the mark:
“This ideal of ‘teaching the think-
ers to think,’ and not to work, ang

‘the ‘workers to work,” and not te

think for their own protection, if
carried to its ultimate, we are surc
would again naturally and inev-
itably lead to just such a state of
saciety as prepared the way for
the ruin 6f the republicsof old
Greece and Rome, where a small
coterie of well edncated men
‘taught to think’ but not to work
nor to respect the workers,
thought out ways to reduce _the
‘workers who had been taught to
work’ but not to think for their
own protection, to the most ab-
jeet and pitiful poverty and slav-
ery that has ever disgraced hu-

manity. And these ‘thinkers who
had been taught to thiok * butnot
to work, became the most arro-
gant tyrants and profligates in
all the world’s sad history. This
baneful sentiment has always and
always will tend to bring men to
this condition to the end of time,
it carried to its natural ultimate.”

Roosevelt and public ownership.

“I do not believe in gov-
ernment ownership of any-
thing which can with propri-
ety be left in private hands,”
said President Roosevelt in his
Raleigh speech. And what can
“with propriety” be left in private
hands? Can we “with propriety”
leave in private hands any public
function at all? If we can, then
whynotall public functions? Or, if
some public functions may be left

“with propriety” in private hands,

where shall the line be drawn be-
tween such as may be and such as
may not? And why does Presi-
dent Roosevelt so particularly.
and “most strenuously object to
government ownership of rail-
roads”? Does he refer to plant
and rolling stock as well as right
of way" If he includes right of
way in his objection to govern-
ment ownership, why does he not
object to government ownership
of paved streets and dirt roads,
which are clearly in the same cat-
egory of public highways with:
railroad / rights of way? Mr.
Roosevelt says that dirt roads are
not in the same category, because
they are simple while railroads
are complex. But 8o was the post
office once simple whereas now- it
is complex. Could we therefore
“with propmetv” put the post of-
fice in private hands?

Pierpont Morgan and Chicago trac-
tion.

There was an. interesting con-
catenation of circumstances last
week in connection with the Chi-
cago traction (pp. 466, 472) mat-
ters.

Mr. J. Pierpont Morgan had
come to Chicago. This aroused
suspicions. To understand the
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reasons for those suspicions two
facts must be noted. One is the
fact that the traction-extension
ring were at a critical place last
week in their desperate struggle
with Mayor Dunne, who is fight-
ing them with all the power at his
command. They still controlled a
majority of the Council, but it was
a shaky and dwindling majority.
The second is the fact,in verifica-
tion of which we quote the Chica-
go Tribune, an organ of the trac-
tion extension ring, from its issue
of Chicago 23, that—

despite the adverse street railway sen-
timent, J. P. Morgan and a few of his
friends bought control of  the Cify
Railway company at $200 a share, or
approximately $40 a share above the
market, and at a time when the sit-
uation appeared the gloomiest. Mr,
Morgan and other friends bought also
the Unjon Traction company, the most
hopelessly worthless street railroad
proposition here, and bought also the
North and West Chicago companies,
even when the attitude of the city
threatened their annihilation.

Upon his arrival in Chicago,
Mr. Morgan indulged in the soci-
ety of Mr. Marshall Field, and
these two were in close commun-
ion. Naturally, for the two
men are financially birds of a
feather. But Morgan’s visit to
Field just at this time, when the
Chicago aldermen were weaken-
ing on the ring’s traction-exten-
sion policy, might be expected to
suggest an explanation to the
over-suspicious. And suspicion
was not allayed when, in the issuc
of the Tribune of October 28, an
interview with Mr. Morgan re-
ported him as saying, with refer-
ence to Mr. Field:

We did not talk about the traction
question. It is settled.

He was reported as adding: “\We
were not here on traction matters
at all and our visit has no signifi-
cance;” but it was hard to believe
that Mr. Morgan had not come on
traction matters when the stock
for which he had paid “$40 a share
above the market,” was in immi-
rent danger of ginking to $40 a
share below the market. So the
impression gained ground that, as
the Tribune reported, Mr. Morgan
had settled the traction question.

Thereupon Mayor Dunne very
properly wrote a letter to Mr.

Morgan in which he said: .

If the traction question, which in-
terests the citizens of Chicago to the
extent of over $100,000,000, has been
settled, it has been settled without
the knowledge of the Mayor of this
city. It it has been settled, the set-
tlement is a surprise to the 2,000,000
people of this community, who
have been under the impression
that the City Council and the Mayor
are now seriously engaged in consid-
ering this great question. The news
of the settlement is of great impor-
tance to the people of this great com-
munity, as well as to myself. Will
you kindly inform me when and
where the settlement was made; who
represented the traction companies
and who represented the city in this
settlement; how was the settlement
arrived at, hnd what methods were
used to settle it without bringing the
attention of the Executive of this city
to the terms of the settlement? Will
you also kindly inform me what are
the terms and conditions of the set-
tlement? ,

And now comes Mr. Morgan’s
response. Replying to Mayor
Dunne, he wrote:

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter of this date, and to say in
reply that the statement to which you
refer as attributed to me in a re-
ported interview—i. e., that “the trac-
tion question is settled”—is absolute-
ly without foundation. I need hardly
add that I fully undertsand that there
has been no settlement between the
traction companies and the city.

Mr. Morgan’s denial of the inter-
view is explicit, and in view of the
reckless methods of newspaper
reporting in vogue in Chicago the
presumption would be in his favor
if he had stopped with his explicit
denial. But what does he mean
by adding that there bas been no
gsettlement “between the traction
companies and the city”? Why
this care to state what everyone
knows, that no settlement has
been made with thecity? Was it
a thoughtless addendum, uninten-
tionally shifting the emphasis, or
has there been a settlement—not
between the traction companies
and the city, but between the trac-
tion companies and the city’s
bosses? There may be no sig-
nificance to the fact, but it is a

fact, that in less than a week
after Mr. Morgan was reported
a8 saying, “the traction question
is settled,” the traction-extension
ring rallied enough aldermen to
come within one vote of two
thirds of the Council on a test
question. t

Practicability of municipal owner-
ship.

It will be remembered that Mr.
Morgan’s friend, Mr. Marshall
Field, after a pleasure tripabroad,
reported adversely (p. 449) on the
practicability of municipal owner-
ship in the United States. While
Mr. Field’s report was giving
pleasure to his financial friends
who are hanging on vigorously to
their franchise flesh pots, its
rhythm was seriously disturbed
by Octavius C. Beale, president of
the Associated Chamber of Manu-
facturers of Australia, who hap-
pened to be passing through Chi-
cago. Mr. Beale appears to be
blessed with a good deal more
public spirit than Mr. Field mani-
fests, and with reference to pub-
lic affairs to have a higher degree
of good sense. Note this observa-
tion:

If a thing in its nature must be or

ought to be a monopoly, that monop-
oly ought to be with the people.

Discussing the subject generally,
Mr. Beale said:

I did not come to America to cham-
plon the cause of municipal owner-
ship; for, in the land from which I
come and in some European states in
which I have traveled, the success-
ful results that have accrued to the
people through the operation of that
principle makes it appear to me as
something extraordinary that, in a
nation so progressive as the United
States, there should be any question
as to the expediency of the people
controlling public service. . . .
Any statement that municipal owner-
ship abroad has not in practice met
the expectations of its advocates
proves that the maker of that state-
ment has not carefully studied condi-
tions or has his facts sadly mixed.

These statements were followed
by Mr. Beale with citations of
facts supporting them, drawn
from the experience of Australia,
Great Britain and Germany; and
he touched the core of the munic-
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ipal ownership problem when he
added: ’
The whole direction of municipal

ownership is toward equalization of:

opportunities, whereas private mo-
nopoly of any public service tends to
the increase of inequality. If the
cause of corrdption s0 much com-
plained of in America be removed, is
it not probable that official corrup-
tion itself will disappear and the pub-
lic will rejoice in the possession of
cheap general utilities as in other
lands?

Land .values taxation in Great Brit-
ain.

From a “catechism of land val-
ues,” which a landlords’ union,
The Property Protection Society,
is circulating in England in oppo-
sition to the land values taxation
idea to which the Liberal party is
committed, we observe that the
British landlords are defending
their privileges with quotations
from a:speech made in 1887 by Dr.
A. R. Wallace relative to land
value taxation .in the United
States. Dr. Wallace must have
been badly informed as to fiscal
customs in this country. He is
quoted as saying that although
every particle of land under pri-
vate ownership, whether built on
or not, is taxed on its full selling
value in America, land specula-

tion is nevertheless everywhere.

excessive. The latter part of this
statement is true; the first part
" never was true, and we question
its authenticity as being a state-
ment from Dr. Wallace.

If there is any place in the Unit-
ed States where land is appraised
for taxation at its full selling
value, the rate or percentage of
tax there will be found to be ex-
traordinarily low. In most places
it is appraised for taxation af
much less than its full selling
value; and in all places the taxis
so low, relatively to selling value,
that a large margin for specula-
tion is left. In Chicago, for in-
stance, land is required by law to
be-appraised for taxation at one-
fifth of the selling value, and the
taxes are limited to 5 per cent., so
that the tax is only 1 per cent. of
selling value. The highest tax ap-
praisals of land anywhere in the

United States seldom exceed 60
per cent. of selling value, and
large holdings not built upon are
often appraised at only 20 or 23
per cent. of selling value.

It is strange that so thoughtful
a people as the English should be
misled by such “statements of
fact” regarding economic condi-
tions in distant countries. The
statements, in so far as they im-
ply that a full tax on the full sell-
ing value would not abolish spec-
ulation in land, are transparently
false. Any British child ought to
be able to calculate that if the tax
gatherer were to take all, noth
ing would be left for the specula-
tor. If, however, taxes were lev-
ied on full selling value, but the
taxes were 80 low as to leave a
margin for speculators, then of
course there would still be spec-
ulation. Its intensity would de-
pend upon the margin, and the
margisn would depend upon the
rate of tax. We do not under-
stand that the Liberal party of
Great Britain advocates taxes
high enough to wipe out the specu-
lative margin wholly. It pro-
poses one that would narrow the
margin. Consequently,” what it
now proposes would not abolish
land speculation; but it would ob-
struct land speculation, and the
rest would be only a matter of
keeping on.

Woman suffrage in New York.
Under the auspices of the Har-
lem Equal Rights League of New
York, a “straw” election is to be
held on election day, at which the
women of New York areinvited to
vote for their choice for city and
county offices. All women living
within the limits of greater New
York are invited to attend the
woman’s polling place in the Har-
lem Casino, 124th street and Sev-
enth avenue, from 1 to 6 p. m., on
the 7th. At that time and place
provision for balloting in the or-
dinary way will be made, including
a supply of voting booths and
forms of official ballots, and the
vote is to be regularly announced
and published. Itis quite improb-
able that knowledge of this exper-

iment will become general in time
to produce results of much magni-
tude at the present election; but.
it is easy to see that if the experi-
ment were to grow into a general
custom, it would figure as a for-
midable practical argument for
welcoming women citizens to the
official voting places. The experi-
ment is in charge of Mrs. Martha
Williams, Mrs. Belle de Rivera,.
Mrs. Florence Kelley and Miss.
Maud Malone as the board of
election.

Bernard Shaw’s play.

Whoever has read Bernard
Shaw’s “I’lays, Pleasant and Un-
pleasant,” on sale this long time-
at general book stores of good
repute, will be rather more sur-
prised than the average newspa-
perreader at the decorous din over
the alleged indecency of one of the:
unpleasantones—*“Mrs. Warren’s-
Profession.” The decorous din is
casily explained. It is not be-
cause one of the characters is a
courtesan,as the newspapers have
it; courtesan characters are
common in fashionable' dramatic
productionsand there is no din. It
is not because her vile business is:
exploited in the play; that also is
common and permissible in fash-
ionable plays, and exploitation is
absent from this play. It is not be-
cause of any pruriency in Shaw’s
play, for. common as pruriency is
on the stage, it is not present here.
The outery against the Shaw play
springs from no sensitiveness at
making prostitution a subject for
the dramatic stage. Itisin truth
a pharisaical protest against the
awful indictment Shaw launches
at the industrial causes and
wealthy promoters of prostitu-
tion. Prostitation is a fact, a
terrible fact, and Shaw recognizes
it as such in his play. Had he done
this artfully and stopped there,
we should have heard no outcry.
But he does not stop there. He
points at the respectable groups
who profit by prostitution, and at
those who maintain industrial
conditions under which great
masses of girls in every genera-
tion must choose between Mrs.
Warren’s profession, and some
such industrial servitude as had
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been preferred by her sister, who
died horribly in her youth of lead
poisoning contracted in a factory
where she was overworked and
underpaid. This is Shaw’s sin.
We are not saying that his play is
4 proper one for stage production.
1t may or may not be, as an ab-
stract question of the dramatic
proprieties; but on that question
there is no present necessity for
expressing judgment. What we
do say is that this play is as legit-
imate as any other sex-problem
play, and intinitely cleaner than
many that are welcomed and ap-
plauded by the very classes by
whom this is condemned. The
charge of lubricity is only an ex-

<cuse, based upon prurient inter-

pretations of Shaw’s portrayal of
vicious results; his real offense in
the eyes of the pharisees, is his
<coincident portrayal of the indus-
trial causes.

WHAT IS THE MATTER WITH THE
OHUROH?

The bishops, the preachers, the
laymen, all, are asking the ques-
tion: What is the matter with the
church? Why doesit nolengerat-
tract men?

One Sunday, not long ago, in a
rather large congregation, the
writer was one of five men in at-
tendance! Only five men in a large
congregation!

This was an extreme case, no
doubt. But who will deny that it
is an example of a general symp-
tom?

Men do not care for the Church.
That is not to say that men are no
longer religious. True, the failure
of the Church to feed the religious
hunger of the world is causing in-
creasing numbers to lose faith in
religion. But men who intelli-
gently discriminate between mere-
ly human institutions and divine
principles are just as religious as
such men ever were.

And there are prophets in the
pulpit to-day. But the Church
does not know them, and I dare
not name them. To name them
would but expose them to the
scoffing of the church.

The matter with the Church is
that it is wanting in religion.

It may answer the need of the

Tamily, but not of society; of the
individual, but not of the mass.

Yesterday was the day of the
circuit rider. The family was 8o
loosely connected with the social
body—men lived so far apart—
that the preacher was forced to
go far to find a small congrega-
tion. The sermon is the same to-
day as then, except as to hell fire;
but human society is different.
Then the preacher warned his
hearers against stealing purses—-
and it sufiiced as to theft. Trade
was a thing so simple, and the val-
ues were 8o obvious that each in-
dividual was competent to protect
himself against inequity” in mat-
ters of barter. Then the purely so-
cial relations were few in kind, but
the preacher laid down the law
concerning them all.

To-day the industrial life of the
country is intensely social, and the
individual is extremely depend-
ent upon the integrity of the so-
cial mechanism for his equity in
the final distribution. Will any
man pretend that the distribution
is equitable?

Look at the reports of the Inter
State Commerce Commission;
lookatthe revelations in regard to
the great life insurance com-
panies, the beef trust, the steel
trust and many other private mo-
nopolies, all of which take toll
from the masses who work for
what they get. It is not merely
that these monopolies cheat the
public out of hundreds of millions
annually; a more direful effect is
that they deprive multitudes of
the chance of gaining an honest
livelihood. Monopoly creates a
misbalance between supply and
demand, making work scarce rel-
atively to the number of would-be
workers. Thus starvation forever
lurks in the lower places of the
social worid.

But what is the organized
church doing toward correcting
this enormoug evil?

A certain sinner of Boston har
done more toward eradicating the
commercial villainy of the times
within the last year than nine-
tenths of the clergy have done in
all their lives.

“YWhat is the matter with the
Chuch?” This: The Church has
abandoned society to the tender
mercies of commercial pirates,
whose gifts have purchased si-
lence from the clergy in general,

and frantic support from some
clergymen in particular.

Here and there a prophet cries
aloud from the pulpit, unheard
by the Church at large, or, if heard,
condemned as an agitator or a sen-
sationalist! The whole secular
world, recognizing the prevailing
political and commercial diabol-
ism, is boldly calling spades
spades, but the clergy calmly and
circumspectly continues to call
spades “alleged mechanical in-
struments, used in excavating—
perhaps!”’

The preacher will valorously de-
nounce the Sunday peanut peddler
—and board the Sunday trolley
car at the close of his sermon. He
will ery anathema upon the boys
who play ball on Sunday, and on
the same day himself patronize a
transportation system that chains
multitudes to the wheel of toil
seven days a week, year in and
year out.

The preacher declares that his
duty is to inculcate the funda-
mental principles of morality,
leaving the practical programme
to his hearers. Jesus commanded:
Thou shalt not steal. But he did
not end with merely stating a cen-
tral principle; he went into the
Temple, overturned the tables of
the money mongers, and branded
them as thieves.

What good is a principle that
cannot be applied? If the shep-
herd dare not interpret his princi-
ples in relation to the practical
affairs of life, can he expect the
sheep to do e0o? If the learned
teacher dare not place his hand
upon a thing and say: Itis ac-
cursed, will the humble learner
venture to doso? Will the rank
and file go where the captain dare
not even point the way with defin-
iteness? )

“What is the matter with the
Church?”

This: It strains at the gnats of
individual peccadilloes, and swal-
lows the camels of social diabol-
isms.

Here and now the kingdom of .
heaven is at hand. Let not him
who fails to strive for heavenly °
conditions here and now flatter His
recreant soul with the hope of
heaven hereafter.

The hypocrite will pretend to
scorn wealth; will characterize
desire for wealth as sordid;
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will advise contentment with pov-
erty; will denounce the poor for
their unrest, on the one hand, and
on the other will fly to the defense
.of the rich oppressor, while al-

ways his grovelling soul is drunk.

with the contemplation of the
golden streets and jasper walls of
the New Jernsalem! a city whose
boundless wealth he dearly hopes
to share; wealth that he is striv-
ing for, tooth and nail, by hook or
by crook, to capture.

Justice demands that the social
mechanism deliver to every one
the equivalent of his contribution
to thé total of product. Or, to
state it in another way: Justice
demands that the social mechan-
ism deliver to no one more than
the equivalent of his contribution
to the total of product. But the
prevailing social mechanism de-
livers countless millions to some
individuals, and leaves multitudes
in abject poverty.

SBome of the sheep are grazing
in green pastures, beside the still
waters, while many are famishing
in the desert. But the shepherd
Qares not interfere, except to ad-
jure the hungry bleaters to “be
content with that condition in
life to which,” etc., ending with an
infamous blasphemy!

And then he wonders why the
poor don’t go to church!

EDWARD HOWELL PUTNAM.

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE

CLEVELAND,

Cleveland, Oct. 28.—Have you ever
seen a prize fight where towards the
close one fighter gains the ascepdency
<ver his wily dodging opponent, and
sends him to the ropes? Well, I wit-
nessed such a contest last evening be-
tween the two candidates for the may-
oralty, Tom L. Johnson and his op-
ponent, W. H. Boyd. Boyd is an in-
tellectual contortionist, who can duck
and dodge, who can twist himself up
into all kinds of knots, and while un-
raveling himself spit all kinds of in-
tellectual fire, which would be more
or less edifying did the crowd come
simply to be entertained in a frivolous
way. But when an audience assembles
on serious business such antics are as
painful as a joke at a funeral.

Boyd is a criminal lawyer, earning
his bread and butter as a jawsmitn
before jurors, trying, as Johnson said,
“to make them believe that his client
is an angel, when as a matter of fact
he ought to be in the penitentiary
wearing stripes.” This blandishment,

acquired by force of habit, sticks to
him through this campaign. Criminal
lawyers, when handling a bad case,
kick up a lot of dust, make heaps of
noise, and paint linguistic colors, in
the hope that the jurors’ minds may
be diverted from the cold facts they
are called upon to consider and weigh.

Such was Boyd last evening com-
pared with the staid and ponderous
personality of Tom L. Johnson. It
was an exhibition of a rapid-firing
machine gun going up against a 13-
inch gun. Johnson, composed, fear-
less, without artifice, went direct to
the meat of things, and with resistless
force repelled the wholesale charges
that his administration was one of
graft. Had Boyd left out of his cam-
paign these charges of graft he would
have stood a better show; but this
community will never elect a man who
has such a cheap estimate of its cit-
izens as to try to make them believe
what he does not believe himself—
namely, that Tom L. Johnson is a sor-
did grafter.

There is something truly great about

‘| the personality of Tom Johnson. Shin-

ing through his broad face there are
lines indicating that he is as gentle as
a child, yet interblended with these
are other lines showing that he has all
the fearless courage of the lion. To
be gentle, to be good, to desire the
right, and to have the courage of a
hero to do battle for one’s ideals, is
the greatest gift from God to man.
Such is Tom Johnson. ,And as the
years come and go, may both his love
and his strength filter through the
souls of men, and become incarnate in
the life of our nation.
GEORGE A, SCHILLING.

AUSTRALIA.

Corowa, N. 8. W., Sept. 30.—Several
bills have been introduced in the Fed-
eral parliament (p. 307), some of which
are yery objectionable as tending to
restrict personal freedom. Among
them is one for the protection of trade-
marks, which includes a clause provid-
ing for the union label, and ‘is arous-
ing most discussion and opposition.

The most important bills before the
State parliament of New South Wales
relate to local government.

In this respect New South Wales is
more backward than " Victoria. The
whole of Victoria is under local gov-
ernment, the towns being called ‘“bor-
oughs,” “towns’” or ‘cities,” according
to size, and the
“ghires.”

But in New South Wales, while most
towns of 600 inhabitants and upwards
are incorporated as municipalities,
there 1is nothing corresponding to
shires. Outside of the municipalities
there is no local government, the roads
and bridges being made and main-
tained by the State government and

country districts |-

paid for out of the general State rev-
enue. Consequently one of the prin-
cipal duties of members .of parliament
for country districts is to get 4s much
money as possible expended in tiueir
electorates.

This is, of course, demoralizing both
to members and constituents. Every
ministry in New South Wales for the-
last 20 years has promised to bring in
full local government, and & number
of bills have been introduced, but none-
passed. The present ministry has in-,
troduced bills to amend the present
local government act, and to bring the
whole State (except the western di-
vision, where there is very little popu-

‘lation) under municipal government.

Under the present law, local taxes.
(called rates) are levied on land and
improvements (not on property gen-
erally). The occupier of the property,
whether owner or tenant, is the person
taxed. Only tax payers are allowed tor
vote at municipal elections, the num-
ber of votes varying from one to four,.
according to the value of the property
taxed. Municipal elections are not in--
fluenced in any way by State or Fed-
eral politics. The mayor is elected by
the council, and has no special powers,
being merely the chairman. The coun-
cil appoints all officials except audit-
ors, who are elected by the tax payers.
Judges, magistrates, police and public:
school teachers are all appointed and
controlled by the State governmept,.
and the buidings and land used by
them are owned by the State, so the
municipal government has nothing to-
do with them whatever. In these re-
spects the local government system of”
Victoria is very similar.

The most important alteration pro--
posed by the New South Wales min-
istry is that, both in the present mu-
nicipalities, and in the new shires pro-
posed to be formed, the local taxes are-
to be levied on land values only, ex-
ampting improvements.

The maximum tax which a council
will be allowed to levy is twopence-
half penny in the pound. In. any mu-
nicipality or shire where the local tax.
is one penny or upwards, the present.
State tax of one penny in the pound
will cease to be collected.

By the present State tax, land val-

ues to the amount of £240 are exempt,.
and there is also an exemption in the
case of mortgaged land; an attempt,
often successful, being made to tax the-
mortgagee by means of the inoon‘e»
tax. . .
The local government bills are now:
being discussed by the State parlia-
ment, and may be altered, but the min-
istry seems to be determined to try to-
pass them.

A woman’s franchise bill was passed
by the lower house of Victoria n
July, but rejected by the upper house..
Victoria is the only State which does:
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not allow women to vote. Queensland
adopted adult suffrage early this year.
The first woman lawyer was admitted
to practice in Vict.oria on August 1.

ERNEST BRAY.

NEWS:- NARRATIVE

How to use the reference figures of this Depart-
nient for obtaining 00nLINUOUS NEWS DATTALIVES:
~Obssrve the refereuce figures in any articie; turn
back to the page they Indicate and fina there the
next preceding ariicie on the same subject; observe
-the reference %unres in thatarticle. and turn back
e oo e Aubjoot, 1han retface JORF Course
-est artiole on the 8 ; then retrace
throumls tha Indicated vi uk each aurticle
in ohronvlogical order, and you will have a continu-
.ous news nirrative uf the subjuct from its historical
begimnings w date.

Week ending Thursday, Nov. 2.

‘The Russian revolution.

A great labor strike in Russia
.(p- 474) has developed, as was ex-
pected last week, into a full-
fedged political revolution..

Previous to this strike the im-
-portant Russian news had related
to the action of the Zemstvos con-
.gress (p. 409) upon the Czar’s call
for a Douma or national assembly.
‘Since then, indications of popular
nnrest over this half way measure
of the Czar’s have characterized
all the Russian dispatches. The
‘signs of an uprising were at first,
.as already stated, industrial.
Workingmen were striking in var-
ious places for shorter hours and
better labor eonditions, and in-
-stances of rioting were reported
as results. A little later the dis-
patches suggested political mo-
tives for these strikes. They were
‘said to be part of a general scheme
attributed to the Social Demo-
‘crats to compel the Czar to grant
universal suffrage and full politi-
-cal freedom. One of the strikes
was on the railroads, and on the
24th this was reported to have
progressed 8o far as to have
~caused complete suspension of op-
erations on several railroad lines,
and to threaten railroad commu-
‘nication throughout the Empire.
“The congress of railroad employes
ip ression at St. Petersburg had
on the 23d indicated the political
nature of the strike by adopting a
resolution in favor of universal
suffrage. political freedom, am-
nesty, the right to organize
strikes. the liberation of the ar-
rested strikers, an.eight-hour day,
&chool for the employes’ children,
and the abolition of martial law,
‘the railroad gendarmerie and cap-

ital punishment. Nor did the other
strikes subside. 8o extensive
were these manifestations at this
time that it was surmised
that “the general strike in all
branches of labor which the So-
cialists planned for the end of this
Year was probably bursting
forth.,” This situation led to the
adoption on the 24th by the
Ieague of Leagues of resolutions
declaring the moment favorable
for a general strike of all the pro-

fessions -and recommending doc- |

tors, lawyers, engineers, ete., to
cease professional activities. Rev-
olutionary tendencies moved so
much faster than the cable report-
ed them that on this side of the
world news of concessions by the
Czar was at hand before any spe-
cial necessity for that action was
understood.

The Czar was reported on the
26th to have made these conces-
sions by signing an Imperial mani-
festo granting Russia a constitu-
tion guaranteeing liberty of the
press, free speech, freedom of wor-
ship, and equal political rights.
The manifesto was not published
until the 30th, when it was cabled
as follows:

We, Nicholas the Second, by the

‘grace of God Emperor and Autocrat of

All the Russias, Grand Duke of Fin“-
land. etc., .declare to all our faithful
subjects that the troubles and agita-
Uon in our capitals and in numerous
other places fill our heart with exces-
sive pain and sorrow. The happiness
of the Russian sovereign is indissolu-
bly bound up with the happiness of our
people, and the sorrow of our people is
the sorrow of the sovereign. From the
present disorders may arise great na-
tional disruption. They menace the in-
legrity and unity of our empire. The
fupreme duty imposed upon us by our
sovereign office requires us to efface
ourself and to use all the force and
reason at our command to hasten in
securing the unity and co-ordination of
the power of the central government
and to assure the success of measures
for pacification in all circles of public
life which are essential to the well.
being of our people. We therefore di-
rect our government to carry out our
inflexible will in the following manner:

1. To extend to the population the
immutable foundations of civic liberty,
hased on the real inviolability of per-
son. freedom of conscience, speech,
union and association.

2. Without suspending the already
ordered elections to the state Douma, to
invite to participation in the Douma. so
far as the limited time before the con-
vocation of the Douma will permit,

r~—

L

those classes of the population now
completely deprived of electoral rights,
leaving the ultimate development of
the principle of the electoral right in
general to the newly established legis-
lative order of things. .

3. To establish as an unchangeable
rule that no law shall be enforceable
without the approval of the state Dou-
ma, and that it shall be possible for
the elected of the people to exerciss
real participation in the supervisfon of
the legality of the acts of the authori-
ties appointed by us.

We appeal to all faithful sons of
Russia to remember their duty toward
the fatherland, to aid in terminating
these unprecedented troubles and to
apply their forces, in co-operatibn with
us, to the restoration of calm and
peace upon our natal soil. Given at
-Peterhof, October 30, in the eleventh
year of our reign.

This action by the Czar is at-
tributed to the influence of Count
Witte, to whom ‘it is understood
the Czar has confided the task of
organizing a ministry on the usunal
parliamentary model. It has
caused the resignation of Pobied-
onostseff, the procurator of the
holy synod, who has beep the ec-
clesiastical support of Russian
autocracy and is unwilling to re-
main in that office under a parlia-
mentary government. Coumnt
Witte has organized a cabinet
composed of friends in whom he
has personal confidence rather
than of leaders of parties or fac-
tions. Itis as follows:

Foreign Affairs—Count Lamsdorf.

Marine—Vice Admiral Birileff.

‘War—Gen. Redeger.

Interior—Prince Alexis Obolensky.

Finance—Mr. Romanof!.

Railroads—Mr. Zeigler.

Justice—Mr. Koni. :

Education—Mr. Kroskovsky.

From the latest dispatches it is
evident that the Czar had not
signed the grant of a constitution
on the 26th, and that there is good
reason for fearing that hissigning
it on the 30th came'too late to pre-
vent a bloody revolution. Count
Witte had been in conference with
the Czar and his reactionary ad-
visers urging a grant of constitu-
tional rights. He did not succeed
until the 30th. Meanwhile the
fires of revolution were blazing
higher and higher. The mere an-
nouncement of a constitution on
the 26th did not smother them, as
it was doubtless intended to do.
Throuchout the. Empire the peo-
ple had risen, and they were mani-
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festly guided by some master
hand. Railroad service had
stopped; in Warsaw and Moscow
provisional governments were in
process of formation; in St. Pe-
tersburg and Moscow, as in other
places, business was at a stand-
still, famine threatened, small
riots and police massacres had oc-
curred, and ‘uncontrollable riot
was imminent. The autocratic
Romanoff government had lost

- the power to govern, and the peo-

ple acted and talked as they
pleased. Mass. meetings were held
in 8t. Petersburg at which thou-
sands of men cheered speakers
who in impassioned oratory and
with impunity demanded the over-
throw of the Czar. Great crowds
marched through the streets car-
rying red flags and singing the
Marsellaise, yet no one dared or-
der the troops to fire. The great-
est crisis for the Russian throne
was at hand, when the Czar finally
issued his manifesto granting a
constitution. With the actual
publication of this document on
the 30th the crisis seemed to pass.
Immediately the revolutionary
cries were succeeded by shouts of
praise for the Czar. But reaction
soon set in. According to E. J. Dil-
lon, one of the best American
newspaper observers, cabling
from St. Petersburg on the 31st—

the scenes of uproarious joy that un-
folded themselves to the eyes of the
Gbserver last night and this morning

" bespoke intense satisfaction, but this

roseate hue is only surface deep. Down
in the depths the blackness was In-
tense. The wind which had subsided
uow threatens to be succeeded by a
whirlwind and a bloodless revolution
to be followed by a bloody wanton re-
volt, Last night between 12 and 2
o’clock jarring sounds brought discord
into the general harmony, and the very
men who shortly before had hailed the
manifesto as a Magna Charta now com-
rlained it gave the people a stone in
lieu of bread. To-day those sentiments
have been clearly formulated and are
1e-echoed by scores of thousands of So-
cial Democrats and social revolution-
ists, who will mgke no pact with the
¥overnment. The Social Democrats say
that they want a democratic republie
and will accept nothing less in full
settlement of their demands. All these
essociations, including the League of
Engineers and the League of Writers,
laid down the following conditions
wthout which they will not agree to
abandon the struggle or dispense with
weapons already forged: (1) Complete
volitical amnesty; (2) formation of a
national militia to guarantee the

rights formulated by the manifesto but
given only in words; (3) repeal of
martial law throughout the Empire;
(4) abolition of capital punishment.
The revolutionary party argue that if
they relax their zeal in the struggle or
disband their organization they will be
at the mercy of the autocracy. Alto-
gether the first day of the new era has
begun under the most unfavorable aus-
pices, and may end by ushering in civil
war.

Sensational reports of rioting
were cabled on the 24, but with-
out explanation of proximate
causes. As they come from Odes-
sa, Kieff and Warsaw, it is prob-
able that they are due to the as yet
unchecked revolutionary impulse
that preceded the Czar’s mani-
festo, and may subside. Large
numbers of people were killed and
wounded. None of this disorder is
reported from Moscow and St. Pe-
tersburg.

- On the 1st at 8t. Petersburg the
Social Democrats and the rev-
olutionary socialists held a meet-
ing at which they formulated the
following demands, as summar-
ized by cable dispatches:

(1) Voting by secret ballot; (2) man-
hood suffrage; (3) complete abolition
cf the existing regime; (4) abdication
ot the Czar; (5) establishment of a re-
public upon socialistic lines.

Revolt of Finland.

Echoes of the Russian revolu-
tion have had their influence in
Finland (vol. vii, pp. 711, 805),
where chaos is reported to have
reigned on the 31st. In the after-
noon, at a public meeting at Hel-
singfors, it “was resolved to de-
mand a cessation of Russian do-
minion, the resignation of the gov-
ernorandsenators, and the forma-
tion of a national assembly with
universal suffrage. These de-
mands were immediately present-
ed by a delegation escorted by an
immense crowd of -people, to the
Governor. He responded that he
had just received a telegram from
St. Petersburg regarding the sum-
moning of a diet and the abolition
of the dictatorship decrees, and
that he was about to start for St.
Petersburg to arrange for a new
regime in Finland. When this in-
formation was communicated to
the waiting erowds by palace her-
alds, the crowd shouted “Too late!
too late!” and rushed to the wharf
to stop the steamer. They seem
to have succeeded, for the Gover-

nor is now reported to be “virtual-
ly a prisoner in his palace.”

This  virtval .imprisonment
may be due, however, to the gen-
eral strike which was proclaimed
on the 31st in support of the de-
mands for civil liberty, and began
at once. The entire train service
east of Helsingfors stopped. The
students joined in the strike
movement, in opder to close the
schools. All the higher education-
al establishments were promptly
closed, and the telephone and the
postal service were suspended.
The public offices and banks shut
their doors. The police went on
strike, the troops made it known
that they would not fire on the
people; and, although the newspa-
pers appeared, they were uncen-
sored: In compliance with the
popular demand, all the senators
have resigned.

Resistance to American domination
in the Philippines.

Brief reports of the 28th from
Manila tell of a fight on the 22d
with the “head of the Moro insur-
gents of the island of Mindanao”
(p. 843), in which a detachment of
the Third G. 8. Cavalry under
Capt. McCoy killed the Moro lead-

‘er and 11 of his party, and wound-

ed 43. Of the American party
three privates were killed and two
wounded.

The meager reports by the As-
sociated Press of the hearing
which Secretary Taft and the Con-
gressmen who accompanied him
gave to representative Filipinos
last August (p. 343) have been sup-
plemented with reports by mail
now in circulation in this country
from which it appears that—

the meeting was held in the “Marble
Hall.,” which was crowded, two-thirds
of the seats being occupied by persons
of education, professional men, land
owners and members of importan:
families, and the remainder of the
seats and the .corridors being packed
with members of the laboring class.
One of the most important petitions
presented was presented by “The Com-
mittee of Philippine Interests,” estab-
lished towards the close of the year
1904. It asks for “abolition of the du-
ties on sugar and tobacco exported to
the United States or at least a redue-
tion to 25 per cent,” revocation of the
“Frye Bill,” early calling of a legisla-
tive assembly which would “terminate

‘all disorders,” suspension of all rail-



490

The Public

Righth Year

way grants until they can be brought
before such assembly, and separation
.or legislative and executive functions.
It stated that “the general desire of the
Filipino people is to possess indepen-
dent national existence as soon as pos-
sible,”” and requested that the United
States Congress “make an express dec-
laration to this effect.” To ‘“‘assure this
independence” it further asked that
‘either the Philippine Islands may pe
declared neutral territory or else be
placed under a protectorate of the
United States.” In Jocal administra-
tion the following suggestions were
made: (a) Exemption from all duties
on agricultural machinery, tools anid
fertilizers, all of which tend to im-
prove and stimulate agriculture. (b)
Reduction of the forestry charges In
crder to permit of our native woods
being able to compete with foreign
lumber. (c¢) Reduction also of the in-
ternational revenue tax in so far as the
tobacco and alcohol industries are con-
cérned. '(d) Suspension for a period of
five years of the land tax, or for such
times as may be found necessary for
the landowners to recover from their
recent losses. (e) Continuation of Span-
ish as the official language for twenty
years. (f) Limitation of the powers of
the constabulary to those of a purely
police character. Careful selection of
its personnel and energetic and im-
mediate repression of all lack of dis-
cipline or abuses. (g) Permanence of
judicial assignment. The designation
td be on proposal of the Supreme Court
of the islands. (h) Economical admin-
istration in personnel and material for
at least until such time as the country
i3 able to support higher taxes. (i)
Equality of salaries among officials
who do the same identical work. (J)
Larger participation in the govern-
ment by Filipinos, especially in posi-
tions of greater responsbility.

Another petition, signed by
prominent business and profes-
sional men, expressed the hepe
that the American visitors would
permit the signers—

in our country's name, to appeal to the
Congress of the United States, through
your authorized and worthy means, in
its behalf. . . . Notwithstanding their
indisputable political capacity, dlie to
their present grade of culture and civ-
iliztion, the Filipino people are denied
in every possible way the condjtions
for self-government. . . . The Filipinos
are capable of an independent govern-
ment. and among the variety of forms
o7 this class of government they choose
an immediate independence with a
declaration of perpetual neutrality, in
rreference to an independence under a
protectorate; because the former will
yield the most honorable and economi-
cal results for America, and will be the
surest means to guarantee the integ-

rity and stability of what will be the
Philippine state; while independence
with a protectorate would be too costly
16 both protector and protected and a
menace of conflicts to the former. By
all that we have expressed, and rely-
ing upon the justice of the American
nation, we petition the Congress of the
United States of North America, in the
name of the Filipinos, for the immedi-
ate independence of the Philippine
Islands. with declaration of perpetual
neutrality. '

Next week’s American elections.

State and municipal elections
are to be held in manyof the
States on the 7th, and at some
points the excitement is as in-
tense as in a DPresidential cam-
paign.

In San Francisco (pp. 321, 407)
the contest is between Mayor Eu-
gene E. Schmitz, the candidate of
the labor organizations, and Johu
8. Partridge, the candidate of the
Republican and the Demoratic
parties, which have made a fusion
ticket for the purpose of defeating
the reelection of Mayor Schmitz.

Once more Gov. Garvin (p. 458)
ie contesting for the governor-
ship of Rhode Island. A Demo-
crat of the Jeffersonian type, and
a pronounced folower of Henry
George, he has nevertheless been
twice elected governor as the
Democratic candidate in this Re-
publican State; and he was defeat-
ed a year agofor reelection by
only G600 plurality, although the
Republican plurality for Presi-
dent was 15,000.

The election excitement in Phil-
adelphia (p. 392) is due to a break
in the Republican party, for the
overthrow of ring rule. Nomayor
is to be elected, and the head of
the ticket is the candidate for
sheriff; but the issues cluster
about the exposures by Mayor
Weaver, a Republican, of the cor-
ruption of the Republican State
and city ring.

The issue in Maryland is a con-
stitutional amendment, fathered
by Senator Gorman, for the dis-
franchisement of Negro citizens,

L]

New Jersey is torn politically
with an uprising against the pub-
lic utilities corporations (p. 425
which own enormous public fran-

.ballot — Osborne

P Tre— e

chises and have grossly corrupted
the politics of both parties.

One of the most exciting cam-
paigns is that of New York city
(p. 472), where Mayor McClellan
is the Democratic (Tammany
Hall) candidate for reelection.
The Republican candidate is Wil-
liam M. Ivins, and the Municipal
Ownership candidate is Willianz
Randolph Hearst. All these par-
ties have committed themselves
to the principle of municipal own-
ership of public utilities, and Mr.
Ivins and Mr. Hearst advocate it
in their speeches. The district at-

| torneyship, also, is a center of in-

terest. Each of the three partics
named above will have a candi-
date for this office on the official
(Tammany),
Shearn (Municipal Ownership),
and Flammer (Republican). In ad-
dition, the present district attor-
ney, Jerome, is the sole candidate
of the Citizens’ Union, a good gov-
ernment organization.  Mr. Flam-
mer has withdrawn in favor of
Jerome. but his withdrawal is be-
lieved to have come too late to
c¢hange the ballot, although the
question is still before the courts.
Walter Wellman predicts the
election of Jerome as district at-
torney; also the electionof Hearst
as mayor, unless the Republicans
“plump” for McClellan. This
seems to be a fair prophecy. Jer-
ome’s election is probably certain,
and that the result for mayor lies
between McClellan and Hearst,
with the probabilities in favor of
the latter, seems equally so.
Auburn (p. 451) is another New .

York munieipality in which an ex-
citing and important local elec-
tion is on. The immediate issue
is good government; but as «
means to an end, the end being
people’s government with all it
implies. Mayor Osborne is the
Democratic candidate for reelee-
tion, and his ticket i8 peculiarly
non-partisan, because half the
candidates are Republicans in
State and national polities, and
are associated with Mayor Os:
borne not by way of fusion but by
direct Democratic nomination.

The municipal campaign in
Cleveland (p. 451) has been made
especialy noteworthy by the series
of debates onlocal affairs between
Mayor Johnson, who is the Demo-
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cratic candidate for reelgction,
and his Republican adversary, W.
H. Boyd. These debates have been
before gigantic audiences. It is
confidently predicted in Cleveland
that Mayor Johnson will be easily
reelected.

The State campaign of Ohio (p.
452) has been made exciting by the
attitude of the religious element
of the Republican party with ref-
erence to liquor regulation. Gov.
_ Herrick having taken sides against
a liquor regulation law before the
legislature last winter the reli
gious defection from his party has
become formidable, and John M.
Pattison, the Democratic candi-
date, is getting the benefit of it,
while Herrick is drawing support
from the saloon element of the
Democratic party. The result is
reported as in doubt, whjch is in it-
self significant when the great
strength of the Republican party
in the State is' considered. Pat-
tison is reported to be a democrat
in more than party name.

Although there is no municipal
election on in Chicago, a sanitary
district election (p. 200), Chicago
being part of the district, is of im-
portance as involving in a meas-
ure the question of public owner-
ship of public utilities with refer-
ence to the drainage canal.

Chicago traction question.

When Mayor Dunne’s proposed
order in promotion of municipal
ownership requiring the local
transportation ¢ommittee of the
Chicago Council to prepare an or-
dinance for the purpose of acquir-
ing ownership of the street rail-
ways of Chicago under the Mueller
act as ordered by the referendum
of 1904 (pp. 472, 473), came up for
consideration on the 30th, Alder-
man Foreman, the aldermanic
leader of the franchise-extension
and anti-municipal ownership
movement, offered as a substitute
the following order with reference
to the certificates authorized by
.the Mueller act:

That the committee on local transpor-
tation be and it is hereby directed to
consider and report to this Council at
an early date a method of making a
legal test of the validity of the street
railway certificates authorized by said
act.

This order was by the fol]dwing
vote adopted as a substitute for

“chmidt (23), Schmidt (24),

Mayor Dunne’s municipal owner-
ship order:

Yes—Dixon, Pringle, Foreman, Pot-
ter, Young, Bennett, Jones, Moynihan.
Smith, McCormick  (21), Reese,
Hahne.
Williston, Dunn, Lipps, Siewart, But-
ler. Raymer, Larson, Wendling, Burns,
Roberts, Badenoch, Eidmann, Bihl,
Hunt, Ruxton, Hunter (Republicans),
—30; Dailey, McCormick (5), Martin,
Hurt, Scully, Hoffman, Cullerton, May-
pole, Harkin, Conlon, Brennan, Ryan,
Powers, Sullivan, Carey (Democrats)—
15; total, 45.

Nays—Harris, Uhlir, Beilfuss, Sitts,
Harding (Republicans)—5; Coughlin,
Kenna, Richert, Fick, Zimmer, Consi-
dine, Riley, Nowicki, Dever, Finn,
Dougherty, Werno, Reinberg, Bradley,
0O’Connell, Kohout (Democrats)—16;
total, 21.

Railroad-rate regulation

The regulation of railroad rates,
a question that promises to enter
largely into national politics, was
considered in Chicago last week
by two national business conven-
tions. Ome of these had been®
called by E. P. Bacon, chairman
of the Interstate Commerce Law
Association. His call, dated Sep
tember 18, was for—

a convention of delegates represent-
ing the various trade, industrial and
producing interests of the country. . .
to meet at. ten o’clock a. m., on the
26th of October next. the sessions to
continue probably into the following
day. The basis of representation will
be one delegate for every organization,
composed of persons engaged in the
pursuits above mentioned. of one hun-
dred members or less, and an addition-
al delegate for each additional two
Lundred members or major part in ex-
cess thereof. The object of the con-
vention is to impress upon Congress
the extent and persistence of the de-
mand of the people of all parts of the
country for legislation outlined in the
President’s last annual message to
Congress in the following language:
“The Interstate Commerce Commission
should be vested with the power where
a given rate has been challenged and
after full hearing found to be unrea-
sonable, to decide. subject to judicial
review, what shall be a reasonable rate
to take its place; the ruling of the
Commission to take effect immediately
and to obtain unless and until it is re-
versed by the court of review.”

Upon inquiry Mr. Bacon had ex.
plained that—

the purpose stated in this call pre-
cludes entertaining any propositions to
modify the scope of legislation outlined
from extract of President’s message
quoted therein. I doubt eligibility of

delegate not in sympathy with pur-
pose stated. .
Having considered this explana-
tion, David M. Parry, and several
other business men, as officers of
business associations, issued a
tall in which they said:

Ve hold it to be ot vital importance
that the bona fide shipping interests
ot the country be represented at this
convention, and that these interests
should strongly deny the right of poli-
ticians to make the igsue of this cou-
vention and the subject to be discussed
therein a weapon for political purposes,
which result will unquestionably fol-
low should the shipping interests of
the country be denied a right of hear-
ing. To this end you are urgently re-
quested to appoint the number of dele-
gates to which your organization is en-
{itled under the call quoted above, re-
gardless of what the views of your or-
ganization on the subject may be, and
have your delegation in Chicago omn
the morning of October 26th.

Such were the circumstances
when the delegates arrived in Chi-
cago on the 26th. The convention
originally called, met in Steinway
Hall. It excluded all delegates
who refused to assent to I’resi-
dent Roosevelt’s  propoesal. The
excluded- ones then organized in
Fine Arts Music Hall, where they
adopted the following resolution:

Be it resolved, That, inasmuch as
there is an overwhelming majority of
duly accredited delegates here present
at Fine Arts Music Hall, we declare
this to be the duly called convention.
Be it further resolved, That a commit-
tee of five be appointed to so notify the
minority delegates now in session in
Steinway Hall and invite them to be.
present. ’

The Steinway Hall convention re-
plied with the following:

Resolved, That the so-called conven-
tion, assembled in Fine Arts Hall, for
the purpose of aiding the railroad com-
panies to defeat the efforts of Presi-
dent Roosevelt in behalf of the people,.
i3 assembled without authority of this
Association, but fairly represents the
corporate forces under the direction of
v’hich it is in session. Second, that its
statement to the effect that any duly
sccredited delegates to this convention
are in attendance upon the Fine Arts
Hall railroad convention {s atsurd and
false. The delegates to this conven-
tion are here in session, enthusiastic in
their support of President Roosevelt's
declared policy, and do not propose to
make any alliance or compromise with
the enemies of the people.

Subsequent business was done by
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the two bodies as separate con-
Jentions.

W. E. Hughes of Denver was
chosen permanent chairman of the
Steinway Hall convention, ofti-
cially described as The Interstate
Commerce Law convention. On
the 27th it adopted the followifig
message to President Roosevelt,
which embodies the substance of
resolutions also adopted by it:

The Interstate Commerce Law con-
vention, assembled this 27th day of
October, 1905, in Chicago, Steinway
Hall, representing forty-four States and
Territories and a great majority of
their producing, shipping and manu-
facturing interests, did resolve that
they unanimously and enthusiastically
indorse your position upon railroad
rate legislation.

The opposing convention took
the name of Federal Rate Regula-
tion Association and declared it-
self—
tnalterably opposed to conferring upon
the Interstate Commerce Commission,
or any other appointive agency, the

rower to prescribe rates for transpor-
tation.

This convention is denounced by
the delegates to the other, as hav-
ing been assembled not only in the
interest but at the expense of the
railroads.

NEWS NOTES
—The third conference of the Lay-
man’s Forward Movement of the Epis-
c;p:l Church opened at Chicago on the
29th. -

—A statue of J. Sterling Morton, a
member of President Cleveland’s cab-
-inet, was unvelled at Nebraska City,
Neb., on the 28th. The oration was
by Mr. Cleveland.

—Leaving Little Rock 6n the 25th
President Roesevelt (p. 474) arrived in
New Orleans on the 26th, and left
there the same day on the lighthouse
tender Magnolia, which conveyed him
to the cruiser West Virginia. On
board the West Virginia he arrived at
Washington on the 3ist.

—A beginning in the municipal light-
ing of public structures in New York
was begun in New York on the 30th
ty the opening of the municipal light-
ing plant for the Willlamsburg
bridge. The current is supplied by
the city’s incinerating plant, where the
refuse of the streets is burned.

—Quo warranto proceedings were
begun at Akron, O. on the 28th.
against the Mutual Life Insurance
company and the New York Life In-
surance company (p. 427). to oust them
from the State. The proceedings are

condugted under the advice of former
Attorney General Monett, of Ohio.

—Hugh O. Pentecost is to speak on
“Our Dangerous Classes” at the Chi-
cago Opera House on the 5th at 1t
o'clock, under the auspices of the
Spencer-Whitman Center.

—_———e

PRESS OPINIONS

CHICAGO TRACTION QUESTION,

Buffalo Courier (Dem.), Oct. 26.—The
people of Chicago have on three different
occasions voted by an overwheiming ma-
Jority in favor of municipal ownership of
street rallrou.ds. They are proceedingin an
orderly and legal manner to accomplish
what they beifeve In doing, but, ag had been
expected, they are being obstructed at
every step by the corporations which have
plundered the people and corrupted their
city government for a quarter of a century.
These are the men in Chicago who are say-
ing that municipal ownership is not ‘‘prac-
tical.”

EASTWARD THE STAR OF POPULISM
TAKES ITS WAY.

Kansas Commoner (Peo.), Oct. 26.—And
now the great city of New. York is trem-
bling in the throes of a popular uprising in
favor of a thoroughbred Populist article
of faith, pubiic ownership of public util-
ities. Who would have thought it? Some-
o+thing less than 15 years ago this municipal
satrapy of Tammany Hall was the ortho-
graphic mint in which every epithet huried
against Populists was coined. We remem-
ber the time very distinctly when a respect-
able dally paper of New York alluded to
the reformers of Kansas and Nebraska as
“the strange races dwelling beyond the
Missouri river.” But now the ‘heresy’” of
Populism has so deeply intrenched itself in
that city that even the Republican candi-
date for mayor is Infected with it,

POLITICAL MACHINES.

Cieveland Plain Deaier (ind.), Oct. 31.—
The product of the “Boss’’ Cox ‘“‘machine’
in Cincinnati is ‘‘graft.”” That is beyond
question. . . . But it is charged that
Mayor Johnson has a ‘“‘machine’” of his
own and {8 working it for the advantage of
—whom? That is the important question.
What has the alleged ‘‘machine’’ produced
so far? Unlike the CoxX ‘‘machine” at Cin-
cinnati, its product thus far has not been
graft.”” Hostile investigators with ex-
perts at their command have placed every
department of the municipal administra-
tion under the microscope and failed to find
a single case of ‘‘graft.”” Those who shout-
ed loudest in clalming that “graft’ exists
failed to substantiate the charge and were
careful not to name a single ‘grafter.”
Explicit denial was made of any intention
to charge Mayor Johnson with being a
“grafter.” . . Compare the results of
the Johnson alleged “machine” in Cleve-
land with those of the notorious Cox ‘‘ma-
ckine"” in Cincinnati. Who cannot see the
difference?

—_—
LIONS AND LAMBS PROMISCUOUS.

The Auburn (N. Y.) Citizen (ind.), Oct.
24.—What's got into the news? The reacer
of the dally papers feeis as if he must have
had a Rip Van Winkie sleep of 20 years or
more and just awakened. Here's the New
York World saying nice things about Wi!-
llam Randolph Hearst and expressing the
hope that he will receive a very large vote
for mayor of New York. The New York
Press acclaims Jerome for district attor-
ney of New York, along with all the New
York dalifes except the Tribune. Now
comes the Worid with columns of Jerome

editorials from the New York Sun, which,
it declares, ‘‘merit the respectful and in-
teliigent attention of the community.”
And Henry Watterson trots along pro-
claiming Roosevelt the Messiah of the
South. **Never again shall there be from
us acerbity of thought or speech,” says
Henry. At Akron, O., Secretary Taft
tells Republicans in a speech: *“If I were
able, as I fear I shall not be, because public
duty calls me elsewhere, to cast my vote in
Cincinnati in the coming election, I should
vote against the munlicipal ticket nominat-
ed by the Republicanorganization.” When
were 80 many lions and iambs seen lying
around t'osether?

MISCELLANY

SOCIAL SONNETS.
For The Public.

Why Art hath pictured S8atan with a grin

Malevolent and grim I cannot tell;

But if a jest may be enjoyed in hell,

There's one 1 wot of that the Powers of 8Bin

Must relish: ThLat a Nation should begin

By naming, as beyond all logic-strife,

'Mongst rights inalienable, right to Life,

O’er all the world and for all souls therein.

And, having thus declared, should then pro-
ceed .

To tax food, clothes and shelter; that the
State )

Should put a price on living’'s primal need,

And thus the right “‘inalienable’ alienate;—

Angd this while Special Privilege goes free!

Truly, this joke might give the Devlil glee!

J. W. BENGOUGH.

WM. M. IVINS ON WOMAN SUF-
FRAGE.

Wm. M. Ivins, the Republican candi-
date for Mayor of New York City, not
only believes in Woman Suffrage, but
has intelligent convictions in regard to
its operation. I n reply t9 a questioning
letter from Mrs. Martha Willlams, Presi-
dent of the New York cou!;ty ‘Woman
Suffrage Association, Mr. Ivins wrote.
as recorded in the New York Times of
Oct. 28:

“The best answer to your questions is
that I am a member of the International
as well as the National Association for
the Promotion of Equal Suffrage. The
best and the only reason I know of why
woman should not have the suffrage is
that she has not taken it. When she
wants it she will have it.

“I think the mistake which is made by
the advocates of woman suffrage is that
they address themselves too much to
the men. I think they should rather,
for the time being. exclusively address
the women. Women make public opin-
ion so rapidly, once there is unanimity
of plan and purpose among them, de-
signed or undesigned, that it never be-
comes necessary to wait until even a
majority of them are in agreement. We
may take it for granted that when a
thoroughly respectable majority of
women insist upon the right to vote, anq
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persist In their insistence, the men
will not delay in according it to them.
it is natural that the men should not
give it to them until they have to, or un-
iil they see that it is wise to. They do
not want their political plans interfered
with. But when they see that the time
has come they will not wait for the for-
tress to be stormed; they will do as they
have wlways done—they will make the
best of it, and surrender as gracefully as
possible.

“I believe that the wisdom of woman
is of that direct and simple kind that,
were she enfranchised, she would drive
us a long way, and speedily, upon the
road of clvil service reform. Because
there is one thing in which I have no-
ticed that all women are relentless—
they pardon anything but incompetency,
and in the selection of their servants
' ¢hey are guided, far more independently
than men, not by any consideration of
sympathy or personal liking, but with
an eye mainly to the results.

“And in the same way, I believe that
the enfranchisement of woman would be
the beginning of economies now un-
dreamed of. Ifthefeis one thing woman
Xknows how to do, it is to get value for
her money.”

TREASON TOWARD IDEALS.
A letter written to a professional friend, a
oonservative, after hearing a lecture by
Prof. -Edward A. Steiner, of lowa College.

My. Dear Doctor: The inspiring and
prophetic address to which we lis
tened last evening at the Congrega-
tional Club, must have touched a re-
sponsive chord in the heart and mind
of every person present. That such
was the fact I have not the slightest
doubt, and that fact goes far to show
that the sympathies of every decent
citizen are enlistable on the side of
truth and justice whenever that side
18 fairly presented.

Most of those present probably said
A hearty “amen” to President Strong
when he thanked God that we live
in a land of freedom, and most of
them would have been in hearty ac-
cord with yourself in calling me a
*pessimist” when I said that the ad-
dress seemed to me as. much an ar-
raignment of the ruling classes in the
United States as of those of Russia.
You spoke of the high ideals which
Tule the people of this country, and
I ventured to say that we had turned
our backs on the ideals which had
been the glory of America in the past.
You denied this, and probably most of
the friends whom we had just left
woutu have supported your contention.

I wonder how many of you have

kept intelligently informed of the his-
tory of our country during the past
five years.

You doubtless remember that in the
early days of the republic the Whig
party secured the passage of a s8o0-
called “Alien and Sedition Act,” and
was promptly driven out of power by
an aroused and indignant people. No
similar insult to the American people
has been consummated till recent
years. After the death of President
McKinley the Republican Congress
enacted a statute which was approved
by President Roosevelt, which gives
the executive officer of the new De-
partment of Commerce the power of
deporting an immigrant, however
worthy his character and harmless his
life, on the mere suspicion that he
entertains ‘“‘aparchistic opinions,” and
that too without legal appeal or re-
dress. John Turner a labor union-
ist from England, was so deported;
Cﬁ;mt Tolstoy might be so deported
should he attempt to visit this coun:
try; and should you or any other
reputable citizen be detected in the
heinous act of inviting the latter to
come here or harboring such a man
here, you would be liable to heavy
penalties. As yet no wave of indig-
nant repudiation has swept from
power the sponsors of this thoroughly
despotic, un-American and contempti-
ble legislation. Only the despised
anti-imperialists, with an occasional
religious weekly, have protested
against this infamy, and for the credit
of the masses of the Republican voters
of the country it is to be hoped that
they have never heard of it.

Look at the indignities and ou't-
rages perpetrated upon the Chinese
by this same Department of Commerce,
and that too in utter disregard of the
treaty rights of the Chinese; look at
the senseless and barbarous and whol-
ly unnecessary cruelties inflicted upon
the poor and ignorant and helpless
who seek our shores as the promised
land of freedom and a refuge from op-
pression, as detailed in a late number
of The American Missionary; look at

the .hatred:swhich. this obuntry has en--

gendered in the Philippines and Porto
Rico and in most of the South and
Central American countries; look at
the dominant political party in this
country, divided into contending fac-
tlons—grafters and their sajellites on
the one side and more or less unsuc-
cessful grafters on the other. Look
at Canada, closely related to us by
blood, and a country with which we
ought to be on the closest terms of
commercial and social friendship; and

what do we see? Not merely commer-
cial rivalry in a friendly way, but
bitter antagonisms and hatred have
been engendered which will probably
for an indefinite period stand in the
way of that commercial and organic
union which bhave long .been hoped for
by the best men of both countries.

A Christian business man, success-
ful and wealthy, said to me the other
day that he could see no sense In
picking out Mr. Rockefeller for specjal
condemnation for doing more success-
fully the same things that all other
business men are trying to do.

In a discussion on“‘tainted money”
in The Commons for September, Pro-
fessor Graham Taylor says:

If {t is the ultimate alm of the protest
to rid the earth or at least the church of
tainted money, then more effective than
to rejeat every such cent, would it be to
line up the forces of righteousness against
the conditions which make the acquisi-
tion of such wealth possible. But the be-
lief In special privileges and the advantages
taken of them, in such ways as ﬂ\g _gccept-
ance of rebates and the remission ot tixes,.
are too generally accepted as morally legiti-
mate not only in commercial, but in ec-
clesiastical systems, to make any such
line up for a radical remedy probable.

There §s pessimism for you with a
vengeance, and just such pessimism
as Is to be found on-every hand among
the clergy and other pious advocates
of so-called conservatism, who can
generally be counted upon to support
Republican policies, and to condemn
as pessimists and anarchists the men
who make an honest effort to “line up
the forces of righteousness” against
unjust and oppressive conditfons.

The good people of our city are
making great efforts with reference to
the coming revival meetings, and we
all hope for the best possible results;
but if these same zealous ministers
and Sabbath school teachers would
spend half the effort in getting into
their own minds and the minds .of
their people an intelligent comprehen-
sion of the ethics of Jesus Christ as
related both to the simple every day
life and the more complex social and
inaustrial life, they would soon have
a condition of things -0 manifestly
the work of the Spirit of God that the
crowds would rush into the church
as on the Day of Pentecost. When
men are convinced that the churches
are as much interested in the estab-
lishment of the Kingdom of God on
earth as they appear to be in the
salvation of sinners, main-strength re-
vivals will become unnecessary.

The McCalls and McCurdys are only
extreme developments of the preva-
lent spirit of getting something for
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nothing, and any man who is willing
to get a greater value or advantage
than he gives in return, is on the
same moral plane with other grafters
of high or low degree. The practical
denial of this truism is one of the
chief elements of the dry rot which
pervades the modern Christian church
and constitutes the most dangerpus
atheism of the present day.

I have written you at this length
because you are a trained physician
a8 well as a Christian man, and so
have no excuse for the unscientific
and illogical thinking which character-
izes the average citizen, whether cler-
ical or lay. No more is it true that
“the undevout astromomer is mad,”
than that the Christian physician who
permits himself to rest content with
the conventional ethical ideas which
seem to satisfy the average clergyman
and citizen, is guilty of treason to
everything that is worthy of respect.

Engage nine out of ten supposedly
intelligent church members in con-
versation regarding any sociological
question, unionism and strikes for in-
stance, and you will find all their

" sympathies on'the side of capital.

I was invited some months ago to
Join the Minheapolis Citizens’ Alli-
ance; but when I had made it clear to
the president, an excellent Christian
man, that I would be very glad to
be a member, provided the Alliance
was to be used to secure justice, a
equare deal for labor as well as capi-
tal, the invitation was not pressed.

You and I owe it to ourselves to do
some straight thinking, to call things
by their right names, and to speak
and act with uncompromising loyalty
to truth and justice. -
. Very sincerely yours,

EDWARD J. BROWN.
Minneapolis, Minn.

e ————————————

THE APPEAL FROM TYRANNY.

Portlons of a sermon preached by Jenkin
Lloyd Jones at All Souls’ Church, in the
Abraham Lincoln Center, Chicago, Oct.
15, 1905, as published in Unity of Oct. 19.
,“Strafford,” like the other dramas of
Browning, is a thought drama. .
The actors in the drama, some 17 in
number, fall easily into two groups:
King Charles and his retinue of cav-
aliers, with the earl of Strafford,
Thomas Wentworth, lieutenant gener-
al of Ireland, as the leading spirit on
the one hand, and the group of Pres-
bytertans, those early Roundheads,
who, in the interest of freedom and
democracy, sent Charles and Went-
worth, the ‘“poor, gray, little old”
Bishop Laud, as he is called in the

drama, and many others to .the block.
At the head of these Puritans are the
stalwarts, Pym, Hampden, Harry Vane,
Fiennes and the others. . . .
the character studies we cannot at
present concern ourselves. The main
issue, the central purpose of the drama,
is clear.

Shall a man stand by his friends
through thick and thin, or shall he if
need be sacrifice friend and family in
the interest of country?

Thomas Wentworth, who, in due’

course of time was made Earl of

Strafford by the weak King Charles,

was born with a silver spoon in his
mouth, if indeed it was not a golden

spoon. In his veins ran the proud blood.

of the Conquerors; his family tree was
laden with earls, barons, dukes and
duchesses, kings and queens innumer-
able; he inherited a princely fortune

and an active brain; he was preco-.

cious in the university and early led
a noble lady, the choice of his heart,
to the altar. He loved the weak King
Charles, and in the ardor of his youth
swore fealty to him. To this oath he
was true to the end of his life, al-
though he found long before the' end
that .the king was unworthy of such
fealty and incompetent to reciprocate.
Over and over again he found him
balking and interfering with and frus-
trating his plans, and in the end con-
senting to his execution, although he
had privately given his pledge that no
harm should come to his person or his
property. .

As lord lieutenant of Ireland, Went-
v‘zorth ruled with a strong and relent-
less hand, holding that a subjected
country had no rights which a king
and his representatives might not
overrule. When affairs at home be-
came unmanageable and the weak
hand of the king could not control the
uprising of the people under such

splendid leadership as Pym, Hampden,
' young Harry Vane and their Presbyte-

rian colleagues, Wentworth was sent
for. He received his earldom and tried
to direct affairs in the interest of his
friend, the king. According to the
evidence brought out by the great trial,
he advised transporting his Irish army
to intimidate the free spirit in Eng-
land and proceeded to plot to make
“King Charles as- absolute as any
prince of the whole world,” to use
Strafford’s own words. He was a sick
man, but thought it was worth while
to live and to have foes, “just for the
bliss of crushing them.” This tower-
ing ambition, this loyalty to his

friends, this devotion to politics for

.

With

It is a struggle between pri-
vate preferences and public duty..

-~ ———T - — .

‘the sake of what was in it to himself

and to his friends, made him indiffer-
ent to, if not insensible of, the self-
sacrificing love of Lady Carlisle, whoms
he persisted in calling a child.

Over against this man who “sold his
soul for a title,” was set first and fore-
most his old friend, Pym, who loved
him to the end; who never loved but
one man, “nor did Jonathan love'David
more.”” Remembering the happy days
of their childhood, for awhile Pym
hoped that England and the right
would win back this ambitious noble-
man, but never for a moment did he
allow his personal friendship to cloud
his judgment or to interferé with his
loyalty to England and to the right.
So Pym and Hampden and Harry Vane
and others forced the issue, compelled
the weak king to call his Parliament,
and they dragged this courtier friend,
this splendid soldier, this brilliant
thinker and magnetic orator to trial.
It was one of the great trials of the
world, graphic glimpses of which we
catch in and between the lines of
Browning’s drama. Strafford was im-
peached for having ‘‘procured power
subversive of law;” for having de-
clared that “the king’s littie finger
was heavier than the loins of the law;’”
for having boasted that “the Irish was
a conquered nation and that the king
might do with them as he pleased;”
for appropriating public funds to pri-
vate uses, securing and maintaining a
profitable monopoly of tobacco; for,
to use a modern phrase, ‘‘cornering cer- .
tain manufacturing interests in flax.””
He was accused of proposing the coin-
ing of base money and trying to revise
the iniquitous levy of ship money; of
advising the hanging of good citizens
by their heels, and much more to that
effect. . . .

Strafford went to his doom unfreed
from the toils of the expedient, from
the paralysis of the luxurious, from the
logic of the successful, saying: “O
God, I shall die first! I shall die first!"”

Pym was true to country and sacri-
ficed his friends; Strafford tried to be
true to his.friends and sacrificed his

country. Which is better? Let his-
tory answer. . . .
The sermon which Browning

preached in this drama of “Strafford” is
imminent, imperative; it is in the pres-
ent tense. The United States, Illinois
and Chicago are to-day cursed with
large-headed, eflicient, subtle, attrac-
tive and lovable Straffords. The floors:
of the United States Senate ring to-
day with the feet of men who are there
by intrigue, who have bought their
places with money or with favor; who

e ——

e T .



Nov. 4, 1905.

495

- The Public

have traded in the ambitions, the
prejudices and the cupidity of friends
and henchmen. The story of Strafford
is being written again in bold head-
lines in our daily papers.

“What has been going on in the State
«©0f Illinois these last weeks? What
means this barter of federal favors,
this bargaining with senatorial as-
‘pirants, this attempt to persuade the
President of the United States and the
Governor of Illinois to use their pat-
ronage (a smooth word for a damnable
‘practice) to exploit this candidate and
that, with supreme indifference to the
-will of the people, in open dgﬂance to
such methods as will give the people
ifree expressibn of their choice. . . .

Let me bring the sermon of “Straf-
ford” nearer home. The problems of
politics are complex; the problems of
statesmanship are simple.
‘many wires to pull by the selfish; for
such it is a long way to go around in
«order to get there. But the prophet
:and the patriot, the sage and the saint,
the statesman and the savior of men,
know but one way to the solution of
-every difficulty, and that is the short-
est way there, the straight line of duty
and the right.

‘What would the prophet and the
philosopher say to all this confusion
«concerning the transportation prob-
lem of Chicago to-day? From the
standpoint of Strafford, the streets of
‘Chicago have proved a gold mine to
‘the lucky investors. The fortune that
awaited the investors came through
‘the signal growth of Chicago, the geo-
-graphic and historic significance of the
situation. Long ago the unsuspecting
-or the depraved gave to private in-
vestors a chance to turn to personal
advantage a great public necessity.
Because individuals. have been allowed
to make money off the pubiic in the
past, sagacious Straffords  are still
-greedy to continue this speculative ad-
vantage. The honeyed promises in
Heu of 20 years more of privileges are
born, not out of patriotism, not out
of love of the city; they seek not to
promote its interests, but to further
1ill private pocketbooks. The people
-of Chicago have expressed in no un-
certain terms their desire to control
and eventually to own their means of
street transportation. This position
1s justified by the highest academic
reasoning and by practical experience,
80 far as'such experiments have gone.

For Pym-like statesmen there is but
-one thing to do for Chicago to-day in
this matter and that is to carry out
as soon as possible and as directly as

There are.

possible the expressed wishes of the
people. * From the standpoint of Straf-
ford the, thing to do is to delay, en-
tangle, embarrass, harass the public
and public officials until they are
nagged once more into further con-
cessions to private speculation and per-
sonal investment.

‘Will Pym surrender to Strafford in
Chicago on the score that the need
is urgent and the complication hope-
less? Will Strafford succeed in defy-
ing the people’s judgment and persist
in the bellef, which Strafford always
honestly holds—that the people do not
know their own -interests, tnat they
cannot be trusted with their own af-
fairs? The Straffords of Chicago be-
lieve that the aristocracy of selfishness
is safer than the democracy of public
spirit. The logic of expediéncy is al-
ways conclusive at short range; there
are plenty of incidents to justify the
pessimistic standard. But the Pym
statesmen believe that the people have
a right even to make fools of them-
selves if they so elect, for in exercis-
ing this divine right to blunder they
educate themselves into the compe-
tency of wise self-government.

What ought we to do about it?
Hang on to the straps if need be for
20 long suffering years more. Pa-
tiently endure the inconveniences un-
til selfish capital is persuaded that
there is no speculative value in the
streets of Chicago, nothihg but the
minimum rate of interest that is war-
ranted  to a sure investment. When
this fact is established beyond all
doubt, capital will sue for that adjust-
ment by the long processes of the
court or the short processes of arbi-
tration that will give private corpora-

tion its equity and the people their |

1iberty. .

But “Lo: the incompetency and the
corruption of public service!” This
i{s the old cry of Strafford, coming
from Strafford-llke men who have
themselves debauched city politics
through these many years and whose
logic will keep city politics forever
corrupt. Only solemn responsibilities

-and great trusts will develop the ef:

ficiency to control them. Chicago poli-
tics to-day needs to be purged of i¥
King Charleses, its Wentworths and its
cavaller conceits. It needs stalwart
protestants—Pyms, Hampdens and
Harry Vanes—to fall back on the
primal demands of justice; to appeal
from the entanglements of the selflsh
to the courts of God.

‘When Strafford found himself in the
tower the ‘“place was full of ghosts”

to him. Eliot, the great Commoner,
who but a few years before had died
within these walls, was “all about the
place with his most uncomplaining
brow.”

On the eve of the trial Pym said to
thy King: .
“Elot lald his hand
Wasted and white, upon my forehead once.

How can I breathe and not wish Englaﬁd
well?"’

Strafford in the entanglements of his
own tricks was compelled to confess,
“Eliot would have controlled it other-
wise.” In the most devilish moment
of Strafford, he confessed that his
last hope was that he might win the
sunshine sometime wherg he would
have to “think of Eliot no more.”

In the early part of the play the
patriots felt the sanctity of the huim-
ble room “where Eliot’s brow grew
broad with noble thoughts,” and when
the noblest spirit of England was in-
voked it was with the thought of “the
Lion Eliot, the grand Englishman!"™ B
* Have we within the narrow circle
and short history of Chicago no great
statesman, no noble citizen, no self-
denying leaders with names to conjure.
by, no Eliots ‘who trusted ideaé, who
preferred defeat in the right to suc-
cess in the wrong, who could not be
intimidated by inconveniences or
balked by poverty? If there be such
& name in Canicago history, let it be
invoked in this time, in these days
when again the main issues of munici-
pal integrity and civic righteousness
are being confused and confounded by
the clamor .and the clatter of the ac-
complished Straffords and gracious
men who are engaged in the graceless
task of retarding progress, defying
public spirit and discounting the place
of conscience in public affairs.

e ———————
THE LION OF TULA.

For The Public,
The Lion of Tula, brave Lyof Tolstoy,
With vision and voice of a seer,
Has shown the conditions mankind must
enjoy
Ere Freedom, in truth, shall appear,

The force of injustice is man-made in law,
Granting favors to Some on the earth ;
With power, attested by parchment, to

draw
On each generation from birth.

Conveyances, title-deeds, cover the lands,
Revealing monopoly’'s bedrock;

‘Wringing a tribute of souls and of hands—
True cause of humanity’'s deadlock.

For Privilege stands at iniquity’s source,
From Nature's rich bounty to press

The children of men—by craft or by force,
Thelr birthright to vol@ or distress.

This evil, continued from ages long past,
Has tainted the life-blood of nations;
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The perishing people in bondage held fast,
Or rising in savage impatience,

The Primate of Russia, in soul and in mind,
. The teachings of George well applies
In showing the fetters that everywhere
bind,
And weaken man’s best enterprise.

With volce as of trumpet the truth is de-
clared.
WiIil the wakening 8iayv lead the way?
The soll of the nations world-wide is pre-
pared.
Shall righteousness never have sway ?,

With the doom of the Great Iniquity
wrought
By consclence's quickened decision,
Mankin@ will progress to marvels un-
thought,
Foreshowing conditions Elysian.

Which race shall be foremost in gaining its-

own,
Uphoiding strict justice unbaffled;
Seating, forever, the Truth on the throne—
Condemning the Wrong to the scaffold?
D. D.

Landiords are God’'s trustees—to re-
ceive and administer the earth and
its bounties. These receivers Inti-
mate that the Creator of the universe
fs a bankrupt, and can pay but a few
cents on the .dollar of his obligation
to furnish a place to live and work for
the creatures He has made. But no-
tice what a rake-off the receivers have.
Isn’t it time to inquire into the valid-

ity of their appointment?
LN IR IR ]

BOOKS

JOERN UHL.
This novel, by Gustave. Frenssen,

was published three years ago in Ger-

many, where it has been widely read,
and has been hailed by many as a gen-
uine classic. The translation by F.
8. Delmar (Dana Estes & Co., Bos-
ton, pp. 416, $1.60) was published in
this country in April of the present
vear. The translator’s work has been
80 well done that nowhere would oae
suspect the book of being a translation
if he did not know it to be one. The
occasional use of Scotch expressions i3
happjly justified to suggest the provin-
cal and rustic atmosphere of the
slory.

The scene is laid in Holstein, Nor.h
Germany. The time is the last hali
of the nineteenth century. The pec-
ple are farmers and their humble as-
soclates. The Look tells the story
of the fourth son of one of these farm-
ers. “In this book,” says the first sen-
lence, ‘‘we -are going to speak about
life, and life’s travail and trouble.”
This is what it does. It gives a pic-
ture, which you feel to be genuine, of
a man's life. The life is full of trou-
ble, as all lives are that are worth li+-
ing, and it is triumphant, as only a

life of sorrows and failures can be.
“Although his path,” we read at the
close, “led through gloom and tribu-
lation, he was still a happy mau.
Because he was humble and had faith.”

The book is one that constantly
raises thoughts about the deep things
of life. Gustave Frenssen until recently,
was a Lutheran pastor in a little Gei-
man village. He is now devoting
nimself to literature, having said
some things in such a way as to dis-
please the unco-orthodox, but the
earnestness of the preacher has fol-
lowed him from his pulpit to his
books. There are many earnest bits
of speculation and philosophy that he
puts into the moutfis of his honest,
simple, homely characters. One of the
best of his people i8 Wieten Penn, the
housekeeper, one of those faithful, un-
selfish souls that are a blessing w0
any household. In Joern’s despond-
ency she said to him:

“There lies a mystery behind this
life of ours. We don’t live for the
sake of this life, but for the sake of
the mystery behind it.”

“Yes, Wieten,” he says, “there you're
right. What you say about the mys-
tery I believe is right. But I domn't
belleve we'll ever find it out or solve
it. It’s like a man trying to leap over
himself. Man just remains man, the
eame as an ash remains an ash, and
our ignorance and blindness in these
things goes without saying, just ce-
cause we are men. For all I know,
the secret is open, broad, and living,
and is here, lying or standing, laugh-
ing cr weeping, all around about us.
But we have no organ or sense by
which to see or hear it.”

“Maybe, maybe,” she sald, sadly
and thoughtfully; “but we must just
go on working away till evening falls,
and always be as kind and loving as
we can.”

“Right, Wieten.
Testament.”

. “What? That's in the New Testa-
ment? What does it say, then, about
the secret?”

“Well, as far as I can make out,
Wieten, it says we won’t get behind
it here. But we're to have faith
that everything has an aim and an
inner meaning. And afterward, after
death, we’ll get on a bit further, aud
come behind the secret, and see things.
not as they appear, but as they are.’

“Well, well! And that's what
Christ says! It astonishes me. Anid
it must be as you say. But from a
child I've always been so hungry for
knowledge. I always wanted to know
what was the real meaning of this
life of ours. I remember when I was
in service with Joern Stuhr in Schen-
efeld I never did anything but try to
fossick it out. But we could never
find anything. And then Hans Stuhr
got drowned in the Mergel Kuhle.”

The translator {n his preparatory

That’s in the New

note tells how the book has touched
the heart of, and speaks for, a grea.
part of modern Germany. Another
quotation is interesting as showing
how land-hunger is felt by & part ot
this modern Germany—the lower tarm-
ing class, and how literature is begin-
ning more and more to take account cf
it. Jasper Cray is one of this class.

“Joern,” he said, “what does it say
in the New Testament? Of course, you
don’t know! No; you Uhls don’t know.
It says that every 50 years all prop-
erty must be divided and allotted
afresh. You Uhls have been too long
there on that land of yours. We
Crays ought to have a turn on you-
broad, flat acres. . .. Look, Joern, if
you open your mouth to the west wind,
and gulp in as much as you want to
live on, there’s not a soul will say to
you, ‘Hey, be off, there, that's my
wind.’ But if you set yourself dowx,
somewhere or other, and in the sweat
‘of your brow begin turning over us
muci land as you need in order to fll
the bellies of yourself and your chil-
dren, then men will say, ‘Be off from
there; that's my land!’ Both lungs
and stomach, Joern, have got from Guo
the right to be filled.”

The book is not to be set down
with ordinary novels. It belongs, at
least, in the class with the greates:
It is original. It follows no novels.
Its style is well-nigh perfect in its
gimplicity. It writes {itself, without
apparent consciousness of style and
rhetoric. Now and then comes a figura
of speech, but it seems as natural as
one of Homer’s. Like this: “But ho
never had a chance of enjoying nis
happiness. He drank of it, as a stag
fleeing before the hunters kneels down
in haste on the edge of a brook, and
then, its thirst half-quenched, has to
rush off once more at the sound of
horns and hounds growing nearer.”
The description of the battle of Grave-
jotte, which critics have praised, rank-
ing it with Victor Hugo’s picture of
Waterloo, is wonderfully vivid; but,
just because the art here seems more-
conscious, it is not the best writing
in the book. And one or two digres-
sions seem carried too far. But in
cverylhing the author has his own
way, and we surrender to the origia-
ality of his genius.

J. H. DILLARD.

MUNICIPAL TRADING.

An unfamiliar term on this side of the
Atlantic, ‘“municipal trading” is in com-
mon use in England as a name for the
policy of supplying private needs
through municipal agencies. Nominal.
ly, this policy makes no distinction be-
tween such trading functions as are {n
their nature monopolies and such asare
not; but in actual experience the differ-
ence is pronounced, monopolies being
almost exclusively meant. Writing on
the subject, in “The Common Sense of

* Municipal Trading” (London: Archi-
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bald Constgble & Co., Litd.), that always
delightfiil author, Bernard Shaw, makes
a socialistic argument in support of the
policy.

Mr. Shaw contributes to this work two
of his qualifications for the delightful

playwright that he is—charming liter--

ary style and superficiality of treatment.
In many respects superficiality is a gen-
uine merit, for what is needed is for the
most part not profound argument, but
vital presentation, and this little book
is really almost as interesting as a his-
torical novel. One is astonished at
times at the author’s wooliy analyses,
as when he fails to see the economic
identity of private ground rent and in-
terest on ancient public debts. Both are
only different governmental modes of
taxing some persons for the benefit of
others; yet Mr. Shaw {identifies the
former withland and the latter with cap-
ital. He points unerringly, however, o
the special difficulty of the ‘“housing”
question, when he refers to “the extra-
ordinary manner in which the question
of cost price is complicated by the phe-
nomenon of economic rent,” ard ex-
presses a tremendous truth, but one
which brings forth only a slight echo
from - his own economic philosophy,
when he describes the phenomenon of
economic rent as “that rock on which
all civilizations ultimately split and
founder.” ' )

Referring to the same subject farther
on, he insists upon the admission “that
until the municipality owns all the land
within its boundaries, and is as free to
deal with it and build upon it as our

.ground landlords are at present, the

problem of housing cannot be satisfac-
torily solved.” If Mr. Shaw were to con-
gider the economic effect of making
each parcel of land within the municipal
boundaries subject to annual taxes ap-
proximately equal to its ground rent
possibilities, he mfight realize that the
problem of housing would satisfactorily
solve itself without our making a land-
lord of the municipality.

But apart even from the advantages of

that realization, Mr. Shaw, as might be.

expected of him, maikes a dry subject in-
teresting and a dark one luminous when
he discusses municipal trading. His
conception of the London shopkeeper is
one of his entertaining touches. *“The
small shopkeeper does not understand
finance nor banking nor insurance nor
sanitary science. The social distinction
between him and the working class is so

. small that he clings to it with a ferocity

inconceivable by a peer, and will con-
cede nothing to a laborer that i{s not
either begged humbly as a favor or ex-
torted by force of trade minimum. A
proposal to give women living wages in-
stantly brings before him a vision of
“the girl at home,” encouraged in up-
pishness and asking another shilling »
week.” That 'is not a bad description
of our own more or less ‘‘pennilese
plutes.”

MAYOR JONES'S LETTERS OF LA-
BOR AND LOVE.

These letters were written by the
late Mhyor Jones of Toledo to his
workmen, and delivered to them
in sheets with their wages. During
his lifetime they were privately, print-
ed In a little volume for circula-
tion among Mayor Jones’'s friends.
Not until after his death was the idea
of general publication considered. But

they are now given to the public with |

an introduction and explanation by
Mr. Jones’s close friend, Brand Whit-
lock. Of course the spirit of broth-
erhood runs through them all. It ex-
presses itself in many ways. Over
and over its expression takes some
such form as this: “If you know of
any way or any plan by which the
liberties of all the men employed in
this shop may be enlarged, by which
tbe conditions may be improved, we
hope that you will kindly communt-
cate this knowledge to us. As we
said a year ago, you may feel perfect-
ly free to write anonymously if you
have any suggestions to which you do
not care to put your name.” Is it
any wonder that Mayor Jones had the
love of his brother workingmen, or
that his shop could, in spite of his

. expectations, underbid other shops for

important work?—[Letters sof Labor
and Love. By Samuel M. Jones.
With an introduction by Brand Whit-
lock. Indianapolis: The Bobbs-Mer-
rill Company.]

—

THE IMPENDING CRISIS.

This analysis of prosperity is a very
faithful one. It is brief, pointed, clear
and fundamentally sound.

Of course it deals with the subject of
government, for we find government re-
lated in some way to the common un-
derstanding of prosperity; but the au-
thor places the idea of government on
a higher plane than is usual with gov-
ernmentalists. No system of govern-
ment, he says, can have a permanent ex-
istence without justice as its primary

"conception. And as justice implies lib-

erty, or equality of rights, privilege is
an anomaly in government. His ideal
of government is one which maintains
conditions of ‘‘free land, free trade and
free men.”

The author’s economic philosophy is
a delight in comparison with the inco-
herent miscellany that usually passes
for economic philosophy, On the sub-
ject of interest, however, while he is
clear and strong he is incomplete; for,
although he very justly distinguishes
interest from usury, and attributes in-
terest to the element of time, he does
not explain why or how time produces
interest. -

But he leaves nothing to be desired on
other economic points, either in sub-
stance or in method of presentation.
He explains the conflict of labor and

"labor.

capital by showing that  ‘“‘capital is
divorced from labor because labor is
divorced from land;” that ‘“‘a tax upon
imports is virtually a tax upon exports;”’

_that public revenues can be raised in
- only two ways—‘by a tax on land or by

a tax on labor;” that “labor is taxed
wherever the products of labor ars
taxed;” and that exchanges of wealth
are in the last analysis exchanges of
The presentation of the mohey
question, also, is an excellent piece of
work.

The author’s thrust at hypocriticai
employers’ unions is well put and well
deserved. Of them he writes: “Their

-suggestions, summed up, amount to

saying: ‘Yes, I belleve that stealing is’
wrong, but please do not stop me from
stealing; I believe in the equality of all
men, but please do not make me equal
with other men by taking special priv-
ileges from me.'”—[The Impending
Crisis, or Prosperity Analyzed. By
George Whichelle. New York and
Washington: The Neale Publishing
Company. Price, $1.00.]

’ BOOKS RECEIVED.

—The Preparation of Manuscripts for the
Printer. By Frank H. Vizetelly. New
York and London: Funk & Wagnalis Com-
pany. Price, 75_cents net. To be reviewed.

—~The Changing Order. A Study of De-
mocracy. By Oscar Lovel] Triggs, Ph. D.
Series 1. Chicago: The Oscar L. Triggs
Publishing Co. Price, $1.50 postpaid. To be
reviewed.

—Clvics; Studies in American Citizenship.
By Waldo H. Sherman. New York and
London: Macmiilan. This book, “for stu-
dents who have at least reached high

| school age and are ready to work out

thoughtfully and independently, poiitical
problems,” seems.admirably adapted to the
purposes of education Iin the details of
American citizenship. One part is a text
book, while another {s a guide for prac-
tical experiment. Its comprehensiveness
and accuracy make it useful for reference
as weil as study.

: PAMPHLETS

Readers of Tolstoy’s ‘“Great In-
iquity” who infer from it that the sin-
gle tax movement has lost ground in
England will be interested in reading
the address of Charles Trevelyan, a
leading Liberal member of the British
Parliament, on Land Taxation and the
Use of Land (No. XX. of Coming Men
cn Coming Questions, edited by W. 1.
Stead, London), in which Mr. Trevel-
yan illuminates an able discussion of
the subject as a burning political is-
sue, with information regarding its
recent history. Mr. Trevelyan, who
bhas been in Parliament since 1899, is
the son of Sir George Otto Trevelyan,
a nephew and the biographer of Lord
Macaulay. He has taken a distinct
lead in parliament on the question of
the taxation of land values, is a single
tax moderate, and a man of whom
Stead remarks that “on all the great
fighting questions he has always been
found in the right place at the right
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Eighth Year

THE GREAT UN-WORKER.

(Illustration for a popuiar song of the day.)

Everybody works but Father,
He sits around all day;

Feet in front of the fire,
Smoking pipe of clay;

Mother takes in washing,
So does Sister Ann;
Everybody works in our house
But my old man !

time.” His address, what we in this
country would call the "keynote” of
the approaching parliamentary cam-
paign in Great Britain, is the best
-presentation of which we know, of the
present practical position of the single
tax movement.

“The Sociology of a New York
City Block,” by Thomas Jesse Jones,
B. D, Ph. D, sometime University
Fellow in Sociology, now head of De-
partment of Soclology and History at
Hampton Institute (New York: The
Columbia University Press, the. Mac-
millan Co., agents) will impress the
untutored reader as a stupendous ex-
ample of patient industry to little
purpose, and at the same time as an
illustration of superb {impertinence.
The aythor systematically and intru-
sively - visited the tenement house
families of a New York block, on a
mission that would have got him
unceremoniously kicked out of other
homes. The only justification for such
intrusiveness anywhere is the bare
fact, when it is a fact, that the in-
truder does not get kicked out, and
that the sacrifice of good manners is
in the interest of sociological science.
But what has sociological science to
cain by it? Nothing whatever unless
it be the understanding every sensible
person ought to have without break-
Ing into the homes of the poor, that
in given ecircumstances there is no
essential difference between one hu-
man biological specimen and another.

No race, nationality, class, family or
individual can be studied through
collections of facts and figures, any
more than an unfamiliar book can
be studied through its index or table
of contents. As you have to read an
unfamiliar book whole heartedly to
understand it, so, in order to under-
stand an unfamiliar people or class,
you have to become as one of them.
Dr. Jones’s report is rich in in-
stances, reported as distinctive of race
or nationality, but which are common to
all people and classes. He reaches
the conclusion, for instance, “after a
careful investigation, that the con-
trolling principle in the life of the
Jews of the upper East Side is not re-
ligion, but the desire ‘to get along’
and to prosper in every sense of the
word.” Do we have to investigate

THE PUBLIC

Can easlly be a valuable factor
in enlarging its usetfulness
and influence, without any
expense to him or her.

Send for circular which
tells hosv,

THE PUBLIC PUBLISHING CO.
First National Bank Building. « CHICAGO

.it as’a paper that is not-only

Every Reader of|

—
N
The Public
is & weekly review wnlch _prints 1n concise and pleia
terms, with lucid and ut editorial
bias, all the news of the world of historical value, itis
also an editorial paper. Though it abstains from
mingling editorial opinions with its news accounts, it
haa oplnlonl of a pmwnced character, based upon the
of y, which, in the columns
reurved for editorial comment, it expresses fully and
freely, without favor or prejudice, without fear of con-
sequences, and without hope of discreditable

Yet it makes no pretensions to infaldbility, elther n

opinions or in stat of fact; it toa
deserved reputation for intelligence and homsty in
both., Besides its editorial and news features, the
paper contains & department of origiral and selected
y.in which ap articles and extracts upon
varioys subjects, verse as well as prose. chosen aliks
for their literary merit and their wholesome human
interest. Familfarity with Tue PusLic will commend
“reading, but also

worth filing,

TeRMS:—Annual Subscription, $2.00: Semi-Annual
Subscription, $1.00; Quarterly Subscription, S0 cents:
Trial Subscription (4 weeks), 10 cents; Sirgle Copies,
§ cents. Free of postage in United States, Canada,
Cuba and Mexico. Elsewhere, postage extra, at the
rate of one cent per week. All checks, drafts, post office
money orders and express money orders should be
made payable to the order of Tur PusLic PusLisding
Co. Subscribers wishing to change 8s m!
give the old address as well as the new one

Published weekly by The Public Publishing Com-
pany. First National Bank Building. Chicago, lil. Post
office address, Tur Pustic, Box 687, Chicsgo, Il

TERMS OF ADVERTISING

Peragateline, - - each insertion, $0.05
Perinch, (14 Ilnes). - - ' .70
Per column (133 lines), - ‘o . 6.65
One-quarter page (100 lines), ** N 5.00
One-half page (200 lines), - ** . 10.00
One page (400 lines), - ” - 20.00
Front cover page, - C - ‘ 25.00
Front cover alf-pnge. - . . 15.00
Last cover r . ‘ 25.00
Last cover lf-pnge. - : . 12.50
Last cover quarter-page, - " " 6.25

Advertising Forms Close on the Tuesday Preceding
the Saturday of Publication.

——
————

To introduce it to new readers

The Public

will be sent to any address not now
on the subscription list, for four
weeks for

TEN CENTS

Twelve such subscriptions for
One Dollar

THE PUBLIC PUBLISHING COMPANY

First National Bank Building, OHICAGO

SPECIAL NOTICE TO SINGLE
TAXERS OF CHICAGO

The Single Taxers of Chicago
and vicinity, and their friends,
will dine at the Washington
Restauurant, N. W. Corner
Wabash Ave. and Adams
St., Chicago, on the first Fri-
day evening of each month, at
5p. m. The dinngr on Nov. 3rd
will be table d'hote. For further
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Jews for that, whether Jews of the

upper East Side or the lower? Isn't
it a human rather than a racial or so-
clal-class trait?

PERIODICAILS

The Arena for October leads with
an article by John Moody, the Wall
street observer, whose portrait accom-
ranies the article, in which Mr. Moody
traces the evil of trusts to monopoly-
vower. For illustration he makes a
significant comparison of the shipping
trust with the Reading “holding” com-
pany, the former “a dismal failure, and

.the latter a tremendous success.” Mr.

Moody discusses the dangers of publjc
control or ownership of monopoly
power, and urges that monopoly be
killed by taxation and the repeal of
the laws that conserve it.

“Why Are We Imperialistic?” is the
title of the leading article in the In-
ternational Journal of Ethics for Oc-
tober. It is by Prof. James H. Hyslop,
and is well worth reading. Prof
Hyslop seeks to go to the bottom of
the matter, and hls very thoughtful
raper must be read throughout to be
tully apprehended. ‘“‘The anti-impe-
rialists,” he says, “stand for the old
moral ideas. They are trying to stem
the tide against them by appeals to
standards which are no longer effect-

ive.” In attempting to account for the*

change, he says: “The full answer to
this question i8 a complex one, but the
fundamental cause is an alteration in
religious beliefs,” and his conclusion
i that “nothing but the recovery of a
spiritual ideal will redeem us from
the rule of imperialism.”—J. H. D.

Prof. Calvin Thomas, the distin-
guished scholar in modern languages,
writing under date of September 26
from Copenhagen to the Nation, adds
his testimony that a majority of the
Norweglans desire a republic. “I have
asked,” he writes, “many Norsemen to
tell me what was going to happen, but
they all refused to commit themselves.
. . . From personal observation I sur-
mise that there is a clear preponder-
ance of sentiment in favor of a re-
rublic.”—J. H. D.

There is an editorial of very unusual
power in the Independent of October
12 entitled “The Greater Wrong.” It
would be well if 1t could be separately
printed and circulated over the coun-
try as a tract for the times. The
‘wrong spoken of “is the handing over
of opportunities created by nature or
bty soclety, or necessary to the well-
teing of soclety, to a small minority
of the whole population.” “The true
function of the social order. including
human governms=nt,” continues the
writer—and the following words are
italicised—*“4s to create equality of ex-
ternal conditions to the greatest ez-
tent possible.”” It is hard to see how
the writer of this editorial could go

Hours: 10a.m. to4 p. m. Tel, Harrison 1127,
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so far without making mention of the
only sure way of attaining the end
Cesired, but his doctrines are sound,
end his words enlightening.—J. H. D.

Of course whatever Thomas Went-
worth Higginson writes makes delight-
ful reading, and probably a majority of
the Atlantic Monthly’s readers will
turn first in thé October number to his
paper ‘on the “Cowardice of Culture.”
The article is somewhat desultory, but
Las a number of good sayings. What
could be better than this? “If all
the scholar’s education in a republic
gives him no infallible advantage over
the man who cannot read or write, let
the scholar have the manliness not to
whine over the resuits of his own in-
efficiency.”—J. H. D.

Every organization that ever was
formed under the blue dome of
Leaven has a tendency to fall into the
clutches of a clique. Then the clique,
with unctuous efliciency, proceeds to
run things, and whoever raises a
volce against any resolution of the
inner circle is a most disagreeable per-
son indeed. It is to be feared that
the inner circle of the National Edu-
cational assoclaticn considers Miss
Haley a most disagreeable person,
but there is no back-down in Miss
Haley. In a letter to the Springfield
Republican, of October 13, she returns
to the charge, and quotes the opinion
of her attorney. After a detailed dis-
cussion, the lawyer concludes as fol-
lows: “The most important changes
which I note are: First, that the Na-
tional Council of Education becomes a
separate part of the corporation; and,
second, that a different provision Is
made for the disposition of the per-
manent and annual surplus funds,
Whether these changes have the
vicious effect which you indicated in
your several protests, I am not pre-
pared from a practical point of view
to determine, but advise as a matter of
lJaw that they are altogether unau-
thorized, and were not legally adopt-

"—J. H. D.

The President, in his Southern ad-
dress, has revived discussion of the
regulation of railroad rates. “His
original plan,” says the Independent,
“for the regulation of railway charges
has undergone no change, except that
it now would empower the Commission
to fix a maximum rate.” Why the
feeling among the best Repubicans,
like the President and Secretary Taft,
is that something must be done, is re-
vealed in the speech of the Secretary
at Akron. He was frank enough to
say that it is due to the apparent fact
that Mr. Bryan is resuming control of
the Democratic party and is advocat-
ing Government ownership of ralil-
roads, and that the design is “to meet
such "attacks upon our present eco-
nomic, spcial and political conditions.”
—J. H. D,
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