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EDITORIAL

Trying the New Illinois Primary System.

The result of the Illinois primary elections geº

erally has certainly shown that the people can be

interested as well in the nominations of the re

spective parties as in the final elections. Whether

the results are as we would wish them or not, they

are the results which the voters of the respective

parties have decreed—not merely those brought

about by a midnight caucus of “local leaders.”

*

As Governor Folk has said, if the direct prim

ary system is wrong, democracy is wrong. And

it is true in this matter as in all others, that the

cure for the evils of democracy is more democ

racy. If the primary election law of Illinois

should be amended in that spirit, and then be sup

plemented by a change in the ballot system at reg

ular elections, by which it should be made what

the Massachusetts and Minnesota systems are—

incentives instead of hindrances to independent

voting—we should have made a great advance in

self-government.

+ +

The Gubernatorial Nominations in Illinois.

The nomination of Mr. Stevenson for Governor

of Illinois by the Democrats at the primary elec

tions, is one on which they may felicitate them

selves. Mr. Stevenson is not a great man, per

haps, measured by the standards which historians

set for great men; but his is a name to conjure

*.

--5:

5i

<



458 t

Eleventh Year.

The Public

with in Illinois, nevertheless. Thoroughly up

right, of irreproachable habits of life, trusted

once by his fellow citizens with the second office

in the nation, and the chosen comrade for Mr.

Bryan as a candidate for the same office in an

other campaign, he is identified with no faction

or “boss” or set of “bosses” in Illinois politics.

He is one of the “old guard” of Illinois Demo

crats. Without the slightest reflection on any of

his competitors, it may be said that he was the wis

est choice his party could have made from among

the various candidates for the nomination. They

and their respective followings can and will sup

port him heartily. On the other hand, it will be

a difficult thing for the Yates following to sup

port Governor Deneen, if they believe what they

have been saying about him.

+ +

Judge Trials vs. Jury Trials.

Mr. Taft’s speech before the Virginia Bar As

sociation on reforms necessary in legal procedure

shows the same superficial manner of thought and

the same plausible and dignified manner of ex

pression, on which we commented last week when .

discussing his speech of acceptance. “Every

means,” he said, “ought to be encouraged by which

in civil cases litigants might be induced to avoid

the expense, delay and burden of jury trials.”

And he gravely puts this forth as an utterance

sympathetic with the poor “armless and legless”

claimants against great corporations. The judges

are to be trusted in such cases, he evidently

thinks, more than juries. A vote from the officers

of the various railroads and steel mills of the

country would probably confirm this opinion. But

how would the workmen vote on it?

+ +

Curtailment of “Injunction.” Abuse Six Hundred
Years Ag0. - w

Judge Taft’s statement in his acceptance speech

in Cincinnati, in regard to jury trial in cases of

constructive contempt for disobeying an injunc

tion, that “if now their [the courts'] authority is

to be weakened in a manner never known in the

history of the jurisprudence of England or Amer

ica, except in the constitution of Oklahoma, how

can we expect that such statute will have efficient

enforcement?” has called out a letter to The Com

moner from Wilbur F. Bryant of Lincoln. Mr.

Bryant says:

It seems incredible that a man who held a position

of Federal circuit judge for eight years, and who

dealt with this very question, should be ignorant

of the fact that the English parliament enacted a

law restraining chancery jurisdiction, and forbidding

arrest, conviction or forfeiture without a jury. See

3 Edward II A. D. 1309. In his work on Federal and

State Constitutions (1908) Professor Stimson refers

to this Act of Parliament as “a principle only re

cently revived in the constitution of Oklahoma.”

See page 14. Judge Taft was doubtless aware of the

further fact that Sir Edward Coke sarcastically re

ferred to the Court of Star Chamber as “A court of

criminal equity.” The framers of the Oklahoma

constitution were not so original as you credit them

with being, Judge Taft.

+ +.

Equal Opportunity and Fit Opportunity.

The social philosophy of President Eliot of

Harvard is full of surprises. Having turned the

doctrine of personal equality into confusion and

rejected it, he seems now to have made ducks and

drakes of the doctrine of equality of opportunity.

To those who are not over-lettered, personal equal

ity means equality with reference to rights under

the law; and equality of opportunity is a corol

lary, which demands that opportunities to use

one's own powers without depriving others of like

liberty shall be maintained. But President Eliot

discovers that equality of opportunity—whatever

he may mean by it, is neither obtainable nor desir

able. What he demands is “fit opportunity.” But

really there is no essential difference between

equal opportunity and fit opportunity. When

men are free to exert their powers as they choose,

within the limits of non-injury to others, they

have equal opportunity and also fit opportunity.

But the two things, while essentially the same,

may be made widely different in practice. It de

pends upon who decides as to fitness. Under equal

opportunity each decides for himself; but under

“fit opportunity” some one else may decide arbi

trarily for him. Consequently the doctrine of fit

opportunity may turn into a euphemism for servi

tude. The old cotton planters, by their own ae

counts, furnished their slaves with “fit opportu

nity.”
+ +.

Shifting Taxes and Business Depressions.

The New York Tax Reform Association prints

in folder form an excellent explanation from the

pen of A. C. Pleydell, published first in the Iron

Trail of Minneapolis, of the deadening effects of

bad taxation upon languishing business conditions.

“Burdens that business could carry in good times.”

says this observant writer, “become unbearable

when profits are curtailed.” By way of explana

tion he adds:

The indirect taxes shifted on the workers through

increased prices may be borne, even though un
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equal and unjust, while wages are good and em

ployment steady. But with reduced earnings, the

shifted taxes become a serious item, and curtail

purchasing power. This in turn holds back indus

try, since the workers are the great consumers.

It is queer that business men overlook so sim

ple and complete an explanation of their diffi

culties. They are as vociferous as cheap clo’ “bark

ers” in demanding the suppression of labor unions,

and as optimistic as a little boy fishing in a pail

in their efforts to get rid of hard times by say

ing there are none; but the taxes upon consump

tion, which obstruct trade, do not concern them.

The inference is not unreasonable, that your aver

age business man doesn’t know as much about

business as he thinks he does.

-

+ +

The Making of Dear Labor.

It is curious that so thoughtful a writer as J.

Bruce Glasier, editor of The Labour Leader of

London, should, upon a subject on which he might

be expected to be thoroughly informed, write as

superficially as in the following instance:

Henry George's scheme, while it would eventually

secure for the state the whole economic rent of the

land, would, however, still leave the actual owner

ship of the land in private hands. A rich capitalist

might, if he wished, pay the full rent of an enormous

piece of land, which he could use partly as a pleas

ure ground, partly for the erection of jerry buildings,

and partly for the employment and exploitation of

cheap British or Chinese labor. The working people

—employed or unemployed—would have no more op

portunity then than now of obtaining the use of

land unless the state made special provision for

them.

Mr. Glasier's error, a common one both among

writers of the socialistic and of the capitalistic

type, is due of course to their overlooking the

economic effect of land value taxes upon vacant

or badly improved land, together with the

economic results of non-taxation of improvements.

If improvements were exempt and land taxed ap

proximately up to its full value, there would be

no incentive to the erection of “jerry” buildings

nor any opportunity for the employment of cheap

labor. “Jerry” buildings wouldn’t pay, and

cheap labor wouldn’t exist. The reason that “jer

ry” buildings wouldn't pay is because good build

ings would be more profitable if they could be got

at cost, without heavy taxes for materials and

heavy annual taxes added. The reason there

would be no cheap labor is because land would

be cheap relatively to its usefulness—instead of

being, as now, dear relatively to its usefulness,

and as all experience in new countries proves.

cheap land means dear labor.

Hurrah for Bryan!

Times are becoming a little better; the indus

trial depression is looking up a little—Dun's Re

view says so, and some of the business men say

so. Why should times improve? It can’t be be

cause of a belief in Taft’s election, for that would

be some more of the same old thing. We have

it! Business is catching on to the idea that

Bryan is to be elected.

+ +

A Study in Temperament. -

In every man’s soul is the father and the child

—that pose of wisdom that rests on the routine of

life, and that protects and cherishes the young.

and never quite believes in their growing wisdom;

and that other spirit of eternal youth within, that

is the child of the stars, and fearlessly believes in

itself and in all others, and in a common service.

And as we fall into the elderly habit, kindly and

to be respected, as it is, or ever push on in the ex

uberant confidence of youth, will we be “conserva

tive” and paternal, or “radical” and young.

+

We are moved to offer these observations on the

two dominant civic temperaments by the new po

litical alignment of the Springfield Republican of

honorable record. The Republican, which in 1900

supported Bryan, and speaks to-day of his candi

dacy and platform in high terms, nevertheless for

the present campaign announces its preference for

the candidacy of Mr. Taft. Why? The Republi

can trusts both parties and candidates. It re

gards the problem of this campaign as being “to

weigh all things” and “strike a balance,” going

where it is believed the “largest popular advantage

is to be found.” It may seem hypercritical to

claim to find temperament in these innocent

sounding words, but after all “popular advantage”

does not seem to involve fine discrimination as to

ideals. Is it good administration that will answer?

Yes, just that: “The times call not for the agi

tator, but the man with patient, constructive abil

ity, in full sympathy with the popular cause—for

a wide seeing and capable handling of large things,

and these often of a very delicate nature. -

Mr. Taft is fitted by nature and training to be a

better administrator of the questions which press

upon the country for prosecution and solution than

President Roosevelt—better, we believe, than Mr.

Bryan.” In that outweighing value put upon ad

ministration may be clearly discerned the con

servative, paternal temperament. But are ideals

abandoned : Oh, no. With easy knowledge the

i
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Republican tells us of Mr. Taft: “The assurances

regarding his welcome for and abiding faith in the

new republicanism and the democracy are abso

lute.”

v
th

A slipshod knowledge, and a shopworn faith !

Our good Republican is aweary of following the

stars. It feels no longer young, and would fain

ſold its hands to slumber, trusting that the house

is well locked and will be well guarded.

+ + +

ARTIFICIAL INSTRUMENTS OF

SOCIAL SERVICE.

At our last interview (p. 437) we were intending

to speak a little more specifically, Doctor, about ar

tificial instruments of social service as distinguish

ed from natural instruments. Certainly, I allude to

the entire class, to all the artificial instruments of

social service, including artificial materials as well

as tools—that is, to all the materials and tools

of production and distribution that are shaped

by human activity. “Distribution”? yes, I am

now using this word in the sense of transportation,

sale, delivery, and not in the sense of division of

profits. I have said, you will remember, that

artificial instruments, while not necessary as a

condition of producing consumable things, are

absolutely so as part of the process. Think a mo

ment, Doctor, of the absolute necessity, as part

of the productive process, of those artificial in

struments, including artificial materials—“capi

tal,” as Professor Rutley would have called the

whole thing—think of the impossibility of get

ting along in a human way without them.

Did it never occur to you that they are absolute

ly necessary to human life? Yes, to any kind of

human life, even to solitary human life. Ani

mals, mere animals, may live without artificial

instruments; but man cannot do so long, with

out falling to the level of mere animals. He

would have to go naked, for clothing cannot be

made without artificial instruments. He would

often have to go hungry, for food cannot be

cultivated or stored without them. He could not

even get water to drink except as he waded into

a river or crawled upon his belly to the edge of

a brook or a spring and lapped it like a dog or

sucked it up like a horse or a cow. As for hous

ing, he would have to roost upon tree branches, or

sleep under the open sky, or hide in natural caves;

for no artificial shelter is possible without arti

ficial instruments. The instruments may be crude

enough, but instruments there must be and arti

ficial at that. How long do you think it would

take to turn us all into filthy brutes, if artificial

instruments in aid of the satisfaction of our nat

ural wants were “taboo”? Don’t you think that

two or three generations would do it for us, quite

disgustingly if not quite completely

Social service would be almost altogether out

of the question from the word go. One couldn’t

carry water to another without a vessel, which

would be an instrument in some degree artificial;

and while a few interchanges might be possible—

a handful of berries or nuts or roots literally car

ried in the hand, or a chunk of edible flesh, if you

choose to regard those things as lacking in the ar

tificial quality, which in strictness they certainly

would not be—yet the very limited possibilities and

their attendant difficulties would be likely to dis

courage even such simple interchanges as might be

feasible. We never realize, Doctor, how extreme is

our need for artificial instruments of production

until we think of how we should fare without them.

But when we do this, we see—if we are honest with

ourselves—that social service is absolutely depend

ent upon artificial instruments. Even in its sim

plest operations, it is impossible without artificial

instruments of simple form at least, including ar

tificial materials of simple substance; and as it be

comes more and more mighty in its powers, and in

finitely more complex in its processes, and there

fore incalculably more useful in its possibilities,

social service requires artificial instruments gigan

tic in magnitude, delicate in adjustment, and in

creasingly complex in operation,

The change is so tremendous as to seem like

revolution instead of progression, and many his

torical students are stunned by it. In their mind's

eye they see a civilization in which men used arti

ficial instruments, transformed into one in which

artificial instruments seem almost literally to use

men.

Nor does this social mirage appear to any of us

to be as absurdly upsidedown as it really is. You

and I look back to our boyhood, Doctor, and be

hold one of the carpenters we knew, with a kit of

tools upon his back ready at the word to serve any

of our neighbors who wanted his service, by build

ing or repairing almost anything from a dog

house for “Tige” at the front gate to a bureau for

mother's bedroom or a desk for father's den, to

say nothing of a huge barn for the cattle. But

how is it now? The wide range of work in which

the carpenters of our youth were skilled, and which

they could do with the handsaw and hammer and

chisel and square and auger and gimlet and adze

that they carried in their kits, or, if they were

thoroughly equipped, in their tool chest the size
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of a trunk—this wide range of work is now so

minutely specialized, the tools are so large and

costly, and the methods of operation are so intri

cately organized, that the worker in wood must

seek employment of a master, usually a soulless

corporation, in some great factory. He seems no

longer to carry on his trade with artificial instru

ments of social service; they seem indeed to carry

on their trade with him.

No, I do not believe that it really is so. I do

rot believe that the gigantic tools of to-day really

do own the worker of to-day. No, again; I do not

believe that the owners of the tools exploit the

workers, through owning the tools. You may

think it a paradox when I say that although the

social service workers of to-day are absolutely de

pendent for social life upon artificial instruments

of production, yet they are not dependent upon the

owners of those instruments. But it isn’t even a

paradox; for a paradox is an apparent contradic

tion which is not a contradiction in fact, and there

is not even an apparent contradiction here. Yes,

I will explain.

What if I should say that spiders are absolutely

dependent upon spider webs for catching flies, but

add that they would not be dependent upon own

ers of spider webs if there were owners who owned

all existing webs. There would be no contradic

tion in that, would there? You would instantly

say that as spiders make all the spider webs they

need, their deprivation of existing webs by web

owners could at the worst only inconvenience them

temporarily. Well, the principle is the same. Hu

man workers in the social service market, not only

need to use artificial instruments of production,

but they make them, make them all—not merely

did make them once, but do make them now—

make them right along, all the time.

It is just here that the philosophy of our so

cialistic friend breaks down. In his talks with

us he is mighty near right most of the time, even

if he doesn’t always hold his righteous wrath in

polite restraint. I don't mind that, for I believe

with Charles Lamb that good temper in argument

is not necessarily evidence of sound doctrine.

The cynic will support a falsity with good temper,

while the earnest man defending a truth gets

angry at cynical opposition. So our socialistic

friend is often right even in the heat of his anger.

But I think he goes off on the wrong scent when

he attributes the economic weakness of the “work

ing class”—as he calls the working interests in the

social service market.--to ownership of the artiſi

cial instruments of production by the “capitalist

class,” a term by which he designates parasitic in

terests. The economic weakness of the working

interests is indeed due to their segregation from

indispensable instruments of production; but it is

not due to their segregation from those which,

though indispensable, are artificial. This segrega

tion is a result, not a cause. -

How could it possibly be due to that? If the

working interests themselves produce all artificial

instruments of production, how can the working

interests be segregated from them? There are

only two ways, Doctor. One is some form or other

of the old slavery way of making the master the

owner of all the slave produces. But the evil here

is the assumption of sovereignty over the man

himself ; all the rest is incidental to that. The

other way is crudely typified by one of the free

man phases of feudalism. While the worker might

have been free under feudalism, and nominally

the owner of all his products, the landlord owned

his indispensable natural instruments of produc

tion, and by means of that lever of coercion indi

rectly confiscated his products. But here the evil

was the landlord’s ownership of the natural in

struments: all the rest was incidental.

This latter coercive force has come down into

our own times and country as one of the phases

of capitalism. It has come, moreover, with power

enormously magnified and subtlety intensely re

fined. Of that, however, we must speak on another

occasion. At present I don't wish to dwell on the

subject of natural instruments. What I want is

to have you grasp the full function in social serv

ice of the artificial ones, and to measure the full

scope of the power their monopoly can exercise

over the labor interests of the social service mar

ket. Observe my point. Monopoly of the artificial

instruments of production does give coercive eco

nomic power, but not in itself; and whether these

instruments be the carpenter's little kit of tools of

our boyhood, or the great factory of to-day, makes

no difference. My reason for this belief is that

the labor interest of the social service market, tak

ing that interest as a whole, not only needs these

artificial instruments as the spider needs his wel).

but makes and remakes them as the spider makes

and remakes webs,-and this continuously.

Yes, no doubt of it; our good friend down the

street would say that each spider can make his

own web, whereas no workingman can make his

own artificial instruments of production, or use

them alone if he could make them. But the prin

ciple of my spider-web illustration would be the

same if it took many spiders to make a web.

Spiders couldn't he exploited as a whole; and as

long as they had a place for their web and were

*
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not prevented from co-operating they couldn’t be

exploited individually. The same is true of work

ingmen. Given the natural instruments of pro

duction, and freedom to trade among themselves

—no prevention of co-operation, don’t you see—

and nobody could exploit the labor of any of

them.

I do indeed remember very well how our friend

has told us that a worker cut off from the big ma

chine “which works him” and which he can never

hope to own, is as helpless as a boy in a boat a

thousand miles from shore; that a machine-using

animal without machinery is as pitiable an object

as a land-using animal without land. And what

he says is true. That is, it is true of a worker.

But it is not true of working interests as a whole.

Aye, “working class” as a whole, if you desire for

convenience of conversation, provided we do not al

low the word “class” to confuse us. If we adopt

it we must stick to the meaning of our socialist

friend when he falls back upon Marx and calls it

an expression of the entire working force or en

ergy in society regardless of individual functions,

or something to that effect. If we use the word

“class” we must draw the line at useful work by

whomsoever done, and not narrow it so as to in

clude nobody but hired men. And if we say work

ing class instead of working interest, we must

recognize that every one is of the working class

to the degree that he is a social servitor, even

though the rest of him is of the exploiting or para

sitic class. I prefer “labor interest” to “labor

class”; but with that understanding we’ll say

“class.”

Now it is quite true, as you remind me, that our

friend admits that the working class as a whole

would not be quite as helpless as the boy in a boat

a thousand miles from shore, even if this class

were cut off from all existing machinery. He in

sists, however, that the workers would be at great

inconvenience; and I agree with him, although I

don’t think the inconvenience would continue as

long as he does. In my prophetic vision the grind

ing inconvenience could last but a few months, and

the social service market would be better equipped

with artificial instruments after a decade than it

is now. Look at San Francisco after the earth

quake, at Chicago after the fire, at Galveston after

the flood ; and remember that the labor class—

that is, the labor interests of society—did it all.

Our friend’s prophetic vision looks at this pros

pect through the other end of the opera glass. Yet

he does admit that before very long the labor class

would replace all the artificial instruments we

now have, with as good or better ones, even if it

were so completely cut off from those that exist

as to be obliged to dig the next minerals with fin

gers and to cut the next sticks with flints. So far

we agree. And I reckon that if it came down to

brass tacks he and I would also agree that if the

labor class or interest were cut off from all ex

isting artificial instruments, it wouldn’t be neces

sary to replace many of them except as they wore

out. For if labor were cut off from them they

would go to waste, and with that prospect their

owners would make pretty liberal labor terms.

Don’t you think they would probably give to the

labor class its full earnings, just for the sake of

having the machines used so as to pay for them

selves?

Why, Doctor, imagine what would happen if a

new continent were to spring up over night out in

the Atlantic, say fifty miles from the coast. Ah,

yes, there is no difficulty in imagining what would

happen if our present land laws were to apply.

Every fellow that could get a boat would rush over

and stake out a big claim, so as to have the power

of imposing terms upon labor. Every body would

try to be a landlord on this new continent. Ev

erybody would go over to exploit laborers, not to

do labor. But suppose that in some way it were

fixed so that nobody could have any more of that

continent than he actually put to the best and full

est use. That would discourage the land grab

bers, wouldn’t it? And if it were a fertile conti

nent, this new continent out in the Atlantic, work

ers would go over there in droves and work co-op

eratively for themselves. You ask how they would

get there! Do you suppose that great masses of

men, including those who know how to cut

timber and to build boats, would be at any

serious difficulty in crossing that fifty miles

of water, if after they got there they

were to be subject to no exactions from

land-grabbing “sooners”? You may bet your

boots they would get there. And what would they

do for capital after getting there? Make it, of

course. An army of men will soon make all neces

sary capital if you give them access to the raw

material. Look at your diagrams again, Doctor.

Don’t you see that Human Activity with Natural

Instruments produces everything, including Arti

ficial Instruments 2

But, Doctor, the real joke of the thing is this,

that there might be no migration at all to that

new continent—not for the purpose, at any rate,

of getting where you can keep all your own earn

ings. For the very fact that there was such a

place, so easily accessible and so inviting to all en

ergetic workingmen, would put this old continent
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into competition for workers. The New Continent

would say, almost in words: “Come over here,

boys, and work, and no one shall fleece you.” And

how do you suppose the Old Continent would re

spond? Almost in words, also, wouldn't it say:

“Stay here, boys, and you shall hereafter keep all

you earn.” And if the New Continent called

back, “Come over here and you shall own all the

capital you create,” wouldn’t the Old Continent

reply: “Stay here and you shall not only own all

the capital you create but you shall have the use

of all the old capital to create it with.”

I tell you, Doctor, there is no coercive power to

the monopoly of capital except as it is derived

from the monopoly of land. Put free land into

competition with monopolized land, and monopoly

of capital would disappear. But with monopoly

of land, monopoly of capital is as destructive to

labor interests as our socialistic friend says it is.

He doesn’t look at it quite as I do, but I

think he is mistaken. Suppose we sum

marize his point. Doesn’t it amount to this: That

the labor class uses machinery; the labor class is

dependent upon machinery; the labor class pro

duces and maintains machinery; the labor class

has been despoiled of the machinery it has pro

duced in the past, and is being thereby despoiled

of the machinery it does produce in the present.

While he admits that the labor class could repro

duce the machinery of which it has been despoiled,

he seems to admit it as an academic theory only,

and to deny it as a practical possibility of capital

He appears to think that the la

bor class would not be patiently cohesive long

enough to pass through the period of reconstruc

tion successfully. At any rate I so understand

him.

Now of the labor class as a group of distinguish

able or classifiable persons our friend’s conclusion

might be true. But of the labor interest as a so

cial service force, I don’t think it is true. Our

friend ignores the pressure of those natural laws

of social service which you and I have been over

and accepted. Let us review them in the light of

his sociological doubts. Do you recall the first of

those laws, our “sign of the thumb”? It reminds

us that men seek to satisfy their desires with the

least exertion—the social service law of the line

of least resistance. Then the “sign of the index

finger”: the direction of the demand for serv

ice determines the character of the supply of serv

ice—the equation of supply and demand, mind

you. Next, the “middle finger’’: every one who

works, virtually produces what he buys with his

work. Next, the “sign of the third finger”: mu

tuality of competition, if unobstructed, gives his

full earnings to each worker. Pursuant to those

natural laws of social service, Doctor, wouldn’t

the labor interests of society get and keep the arti

ficial instruments of production they produced,

immediately upon the removal of the fundamental

obstructions to the free operation of those laws?—

upon the removal of obstructions to trade and of

interferences with access to land P And wouldn’t

every worker get about in proportion to his con

tribution of work?

Since every body seeks to satisfy his wants with

the least exertion, the labor interests would surely

have, as indeed they have already, a common im

pulse to utilize the easiest possible modes of pro

duction and to secure the largest possible share

therein.

Since this impulse regulates demand and sup

ply in the social service market, an increase in the

supply of artificial instruments would instantly

follow any attempt at monopolizing the existing

supply, and thereby lessen the monopoly of all, un

til the point of no monopoly had been reached.

Since every one who works produces in effect

what he buys with his work, acquiring what he

works for in exchange for what he works at, every

worker wanting an interest in the gigantic artificial

instruments of production would not only in effect

produce, but would retain, an interest in so much

of such instruments as he might need to prevent

his being cut off from access to artificial tools of

production.

And inasmuch as mutual competition gives full

earnings to each worker, maintaining an equilib

rium at which each gets of what he wants the

equivalent of what he produces, no worker would

be underpaid.

Operating freely together these natural laws of

capitalism would secure to the labor interest or

class, what our friend hopes to secure to it only by

abolishing capitalism or “evoluting” out of it. It

would do it easier, I am sure; and better, much

better, I think.

The reason this much to be desired result is

not already experienced, Doctor, is because those

natural laws of capitalism are not allowed to work

freely. Reflect upon it and I think you will agree

with me. Conventional laws and social institu

tions with reference to property, have placed ob

structions in the way of the free operation of

those natural laws. Among the obstructions are a

variety of conventional laws that prevent mutual

ity of competition, thereby unbalancing supply and

demand and making service coercive instead of co

operative. This alone would put the labor inter

.

istic social life.

º
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est, the labor class if you please, at a deadly dis

advantage. But other conventional laws and insti

tutions are even more fundamental in their evil

operation.

In the last analysis all obstructions to the free

operation of these natural laws spring from gov

ernmental power. International commerce is bur

dened with tariffs; domestic production and com

merce are burdened with taxes levied in proportion

to the expenditures of productive energy; inven

tions are monopolized on the one hand by means

of patent laws, which forbid their production, and

discouraged on the other by the operation of those

patents, which interfere with the production of

kindred yet different inventions. But the misuse

of governmental power that is fundamental and

all inclusive in its obstruction to the operation of

natural laws of social service, is that misuse of

this power which makes private monopoly of the

natural instruments of production. It is to the

power of this monopoly that the monopoly of ar

tificial instruments is traceable, and of that power

I shall ask you to think with me when we meet

again.

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE

FROM LIVERPOOL TO LONDON.

London, July 30, 1908.-Emerging from the fog

that hung over all the shore line as we passed into

the Irish Channel from the north, and which shut

from view the Irish coast even at the close-by point

of the Giant's Causeway, in the late afternoon of

the 25th the “Ottawa” came abreast of the southern

extremity of the Isle of Man. Its outline here sur

prises one who has mever seen the island with its

peculiar beauty. Nor is there beauty of outline

alone. There is also beauty of mass and beauty of

color. In mass it looks like three enormous forti

fications, rising close together perpendicularly out

of a sea that beats savagely against their base. In

color it is a deep rich green, such as we have been

told is characteristic of Ireland.

With the fading away of the Isle of Man the Chan

nel showed no shore during daylight, and when night

had fallen the pilot clambered over the “Ottawa’s”

side, just as he always does in pictures—a perfect

reproduction,-and we were officially headed for the

mouth of the Mersey. Too late to land, we anchor

ed over night in the river, and on the 26th were

put ashore and passed through the custom house

with expedition and courtesy—plus a superfluous

“landing fee” for me.

When I observed how simple and unobtrusive,

and indeed unobstructive, the British customs laws

and practice are, I remarked the fact to a customs

officer, who promptly responded: “Yes, we live in a

free country.” He put the emphasis on the “we,”

and had I been one of our boastful mud patriots, I

should have been shamed by his truthful candor;

for in respect to international tariffs, at any rate,

}

England is truly a free country, an extraordinarily

free country in comparison with the United States.

As a true cosmopolite, however, I am bound to note

the fact, as so far it seems to me, that British free

dom, splendid as it is, and deeply as we are all in

debted to its history for our own, is largely only

a partial freedom by permission—freedom in a slight

degree from authority from above, rather than free

dom springing from the spirit within. To the ex

tent that freedom is a national habit, our English

brethren are free; but to the extent that servility

is a habit and freedom has to be born again among

them, they are no freer than we are, nor quite

so free.

Only a few miles from Liverpool, as everybody

knows, is the old town of Chester, the Roman camp

of nearly 1,900 years ago among British savages

along the banks of the Dee. To a “loaf" in this old

town I devoted my first Sunday in England. In that

quaint spot, with its buildings of ancient type though

mostly of modern construction, huddled many of

them within the old Roman wall—which isn't

Roman except in part of its outline but is ancient

enough nevertheless, there are peculiar sabbatarian

habits. Automobiles and bicycles and tourists' om

nibuses and loaded tram cars (owned by the town)

make things merry; but the stores are closed down

so tight that you can hardly buy so much as a

postage stamp or a mailing card except surreptitious.

ly, nor get anything to eat except at an ale house.

But it is an inspiring town to visit, even of a Sun

day, especially if you like to get inspiration from

graveyards of historic events. You seem to be mov

ing through the pages of a picture book, or across

a stage set for an English play, or into a “midway”

reproduction at some World's Fair of an historic

English town. Even the nursery rhyme of the self

centered Miller of the Dee, who “cared for nobody

and nobody cared for he,” haunts you. It leaps out

of your old baby cradle and stares you in the face

in Chester as you walk along the Roman wall past

an abandoned flouring mill which is the last of a

line of mills at this spot that runs back eight hun

dred years.

Not far from Chester—five miles I should suppose,

although they call it seven—is Hawarden Castle, or

“Harden” as the natives call it, where Gladstone

lived. It is an estate of two thousand acres or

more, probably many more; and the castle is visible

from the highway, but not approachable on Sunday.

One part of the estate is Hawarden hamlet, a group

of cottages inhabited by tenants of the estate; and

here is Hawarden Church, which Gladstone attend

ed and within which his monument is. This place

also is tightly closed on Sunday, except during serv

ice. The yard is thickly peopled with the dead of

the neighborhood, whose gravestones fairly crowd

upon one another. The highway from Chester to

Hawarden passes over a characteristic section of

Wales, which lies between Denbighshire, where Ha

warden is, and Cheshire of which Chester is the

seat. An agricultural country this, tilled wholly by

tenant farmers, little and big, who raise potatoes,

turnips, cabbages, cattle, sheep and a little wheat, and

pay from $10 to $15 an acre per year for their farms.

Farm laborers, the children of generations like them

selves living where they do from sire to son and

sire to son, get steady employment at $250 a year
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and find themselves. The farmers raise but little

corn, and know nothing of it except that it is fit

for cows, and tolerable for horses if you don't love

your horse very much.

The way to Chester from Liverpool is under the

Mersey by car, or across it by boat, to Birkenhead,

which is to Liverpool what Jersey City or Hoboken

is to New York. But the Birkenhead boats are more

conventional than those North River ferry boats

of our country. They are like large tugs, and come

laboriously up to the slip broadside on.

Both Birkenhead and Liverpool, as well as Ches

ter, have municipal ownership and operation of the

street car systems. Funny cars timey are—about

half as long as ours, and although not twice as

handsome yet twice as high. They are “double

deckers.” On some the upper deck is covered and

on some it is not, but the seats are comfortable and

the vantage point for a view very attractive. The

fare is two cents for ordinary distances. Birken

head's seventh annual report, just published, will

furnish material, I suppose, for our critics of mu

nicipal operation; for it shows a net deficit of a lit

tle over $4,000. Our critics are not likely, however,

to mention several collateral facts. For one thing,

an installment of $50,000 has been turned over to

the sinking fund for paying off capital cost. For

another, the system has contributed an average of

nearly $8,000 a year to the cost of street lighting.

For a third, it has directly caused the rapid building

up of suburban property, and a consequent great in

crease of land values. Of course the municipality

benefits only slightly by the increased land values,

most of the increase going to land owners. But that

is not the fault of the traction system; it is the fault

of land laws which turn most of the financial ben

efits of public improvements into the private pockets

of landowners, instead of into the public purse

where in fairness it belongs. I should like to read

our English friends a vigorous lecture on this man

ifest injustice, not to say palpable dishonesty; but

I cannot, for it is one of the evils we both persist

in. If I scold at all it must be with reference to

ourselves as well as the English, and the modesty

of patriotism should confine one's strictures to the

iniquities of his home country.

Even if Birkenhead were losing with her tramway

system. as on the whole she certainly is not, it

would only prove that Birkenhead is losing and not

that municipal ownership is unprofitable. They do

not lose in Birmingham, the home of Joe Chamber

Iain, whose public career is at an end, but who still

survives.

of this radical town a quarter of a century ago.

who took long strides in the direction of securing

public property to public uses and profit. In conse

quence. Birmingham owns and operates her water

works, her gas works, and her tramway, and has

made a most hopeful beginning in the ownership

of her site upon the planet. The gas works paid a

net profit for the fiscal year ending with last March,

of $300.000 over all. This reckons in the payment

of operating expenses, repairs, taxes, maintenance

of street lights, sinking fund anºi interest, and the

retirement of purchase obligations. As good a show

ing is made by the tramways. For the fiscal year

ending with last March, the net profit was $190,000,

It was Chamberlain, the radical leader,

over rentals, interest, reserve fund, taxes, operating

expenses, etc.

The Birmingham experiment with communal land

ownership is especially interesting. Some thirty

years ago, Chamberlain, who was then the Mayor of

Birmingham, negotiated with the landlords of a vile

slum region for the purchase of their property by

the city for purposes of reclamation. He notified

them at the outset that he would abandon the whole

affair unless they would all come in with offers at

fair prices for their land. The upshot of it was that

the city bought this extensive area, now the best

business section and most beautiful in Birmingham,

for an average of about 10 per cent above market

value. The spot was immediately cleared of its

rookeries and steps taken for rebuilding. Of course

the “best citizens” wanted it resold upon terms re

quiring a certain high class of buildings. But in

those days Joe Chamberlain was a Radical, who

would not hear to the sale of the land since the

city had once got title and possession. He insisted

upon fifty year leases upon terms requiring money

ground rentals and the erection of first class build

ings. Prospective investors pleaded for a term of

one hundred years, and a compromise was finally

made at seventy-five. The ground rentals were

fixed by competitive bidding. And so it has come

about that this large area in the heart of the City

of Birmingham, covered with great business build

ings of the best type, yields ground rents which

have been sufficient during the past twenty-five

years to meet the interest obligations on purchase,

and at the close of the term of seventy-five years

(about fifty years yet) will have yielded far more .

than enough to retire all the purchase obligations.

Meanwhile the profits of the gas works and the

tramways go in part and in very large sums to the

reduction of those obligations. And at the end of

the remaining fifty years not cnly will all that land

become city property free and clear, but all the

buildings will come over with the land, for Cham

berlain wisely provided that there should be no ex

cuse for quarrel over building values at the end of

the term. The surrender of the buildings without

price is consequently one of the conditions of the

lease. What a splendid public property the heart of

Chicago might have been had the mile square of

School land from State to Halsted and from Madison

to Twelfth been treated in this way, instead of be

ing sold as it was seventy years ago for the bag

a telle of $40,000! To buy it back now, without

counting the value of the structures upon it, would

cost not thousands, nor millions, but billions of dol

lars—and still the most of it is a slum.

After traveling out to Chester from Liverpool,

and from Liverpool to Manchester, and then to

Birmingham and Oxford and London, I suppose that

I am now sufficiently well qualified to begin finding

fault with the railway customs of England. But I

have no fault to find. It is indeed exasperating to

meet no ticket puncher at a turnstile as you start

who tells you whether you are starting right, no

stentorian train-calls to go by, no conductor passing

through the car of whom you may ask all you need

to know (and get an intelligent answer which is

always right and usually courteous), with neither

a porter to take you in charge nor a brass check for

your baggage, and to have to hunt a compartment



466
Eleventh Year.

The Public

which looks like the interior of an old time stage

coach. You are apt to wonder why the English

stick to their antiquated ways of traveling When

the United States has set them examples so much

better. But after you get a little used to routes,

and have gained in self-reliance, you begin to realize

that while the English method is exasperating to the

stranger, it has its advantages to the traveller who

understands it.

Of course, the first, second and third class re

quirements are irritating to folks of democratic

mind, but after all the system is not without its

democracy. The exclusives get into first class com

partments, very often in the identical car with Sec

onds and thirds, and not very different except in

price. Between second and third class there is not

much difference, but it is enough to enable those

too poor to travel first class to separate themselves

from the working class. Seconds are going out,

however. One road has abolished them altogether,

and most of the travel is now in third Class Com

partments at two cents a mile, where a democratic

fellowship is found that is very enjoyable unless you

would rather read than talk.

The journey from Liverpool to Manchester, Birm

ingham, Oxford and London is through a country of

great interest, both historically and in its physical

aspects. It carries you through the country of

Scott's “Peveril of the Peak,” a miniature reproduc

tion of the Rocky Mountain country on a scale of

about one to seven, defective as a reproduction

only for the absence of a timber line and the cap

of snow; and at one place, as you approach Oxford,

your memory is sent back to your lullaby days by

the veritable Banbury of the nursery rhyme with

which your grandmother used to sing you to sleep,

which was all about riding a cock horse to Banbury

cross, and getting a bun for baby—or something to

that effect. Of Manchester with its cotton factories

and free trade traditions, and Birmingham with its

manufacturing plants and old time radicalism, and

Oxford with its historic cathedral and colleges, the

guide books are full; but the guide books are in

sipid in contrast with the places themselves. After

a flit over this historic ground, I find myself on the

29th in London, in good time for the International

Free Trade Congress, attendance upon which has

been the object of my visit here. I used to think of

England as a mythical land, as a distorted memory

of dreams; but now it seems as if it were 1 that am

mythical. But the lack of drinking water is a stern

reality. One recalls, though it may be with a differ

ent moral, the story of the Kentuckian who told of

the suffering, the intense suffering for want of

something to drink in a town in which he happened

unfortunately to be detained. “But could you get

no water?” asked a bystander. “Water, sir!

Water!” exclaimed the Kentuckian: “you must un

derstand, sir, that our suffering was too keen for

thoughts of personal cleanliness.”

L. F. P.

+ + +

Above, below, all around are the movements of

the elements. Hut the motion of virtue is in none of

these; it is something more divine, and advancing by

a way hardly observed it goes happily on its road.—

Marcus Aurelius Antoninus.

• NEWS NARRATIVE

To use the reference figures of this Department for

obtaining continuous news narratives:

Observe the reference figures in any article; turn back to the page

they indicate and find there the next preceding article on the same
subject; observe the reference figures in that article, and turn back

as before; continue until you come to the earliest article on the sub

ject; then retrace your course through the indicated pages, reading

each article in chronological order, and you will have a continuous

news narrative of the subject from its historical beginnings to date.

Week ending Tuesday, August 11, 1908.

The Illinois Primaries.

The nominating elections held in Illinois on

the 8th under the new primary law (pp. 108, 195,

435), brought many surprises to the politicians,

but seem on the whole to have reflected the opin

ions of the man in the street.

+

The Republicans nominated Charles S. Deneen

for Governor by an estimated vote of 171,002; as

against former Governor Richard Yates with an

estimated vote of 157,336. The fight had been

very bitter over this nomination, with astounding

charges of incompetency and corruption.

+ º

Adlai E. Stevenson received the Democratic

nomination for Governor, with 49,610 votes; as

against James Hamilton Lewis with 25,588 (near

ly 23,000 of which were cast in Cook county),

John P. McGoorty, with 15,887, Douglas Pattison

with 11,732, Charles F. Gunther with 8,165, E:

R. E. Kimbrough with 616, and James O. Mun

roe with 545.

+

Among the other nominations may be noted that

of Charles S. Schoenmann by the Democrats for

the position of Municipal Court Judge; and the

Democratic nominations for Congress—in the 7th

district, of Frank Buchanan of Chicago, in the

10th, of Western Starr of Chicago, in the 16th of

James W. Hill of Peoria, and in the 20th the re

nomination of Henry T. Rainey of Carrollton.

+ +

The Bryan Campaign.

Judge Alton B. Parker, Democratic candidate

for President in 1904, delivered his first speech

of the present campaign in behalf of Bryan and

Kern, in Los Angeles on the 5th. Judge Parker

spoke especially of the tariff and protected inter

ests.

+

On the 5th Mr. Bryan authorized an appeal for

“campaign contributions from citizens of the Re

public who favor these Democratic propositions”:

Tariff revision by representatives of the consum
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ers of the products and not by the agents of those

who make exorbitant profits by manufacture and sale

of highly protected products.

Election of United States senators by popular

vote, thus breaking up the senatorial oligarchy head

ed by Standard Oil, which is strong enough to suc

cessfully resist all measures offered in behalf of

the public welfare.

Guarantee of all national bank deposits, thereby

preventing all money panics by giving all people ab

solute confidence in all banks.

Destruction of private monopoly and the enforce

ment of law against trusts by the people who are

oppressed by the trusts and not by the agents of the

trusts.

Publicity of campaign contributions before elec

tion day, so that the people may know who is pay

ing the expenses of candidates, and why paying.

Adoption of an income tax because it is just, and

under it wealth may bear its proportionate share

of the burdens of the Federal government.

The punishment of men who manipulate railroad

stocks and ownership; the encouragement of rail

road construction upon businesslike basis, and rail

road operation with fair returns in wages and pro

fits to workers and owners on honest Valution and

honest labor—but not on watered stocks and false

bond issues created purely by exploitation.

A Finance Committee for the campaign was ap

pointed on the 6th as follows: Moses C. Wetmore,

chairman, Missouri; John E. Osborne, vice chair

man, Wyoming: C. N. Haskell, treasurer, Okla

homa; W. A. Clark, Montana; Tom L. Johnson,

Ohio; Lewis Nixon, New York; Alva Adams, Col

orado; D. J. Campau, Michigan; Francis G. New

lands, Nevada; Willard Saulsbury, Delaware:

Alexander Troup, Connecticut; Richard F. Petti

grew, South Dakota; George Turner, Washington :

Martin H. Glynn, New York; Ellison Tucker, Ar

kansas; M. A. Miller, Oregon; Nelbert B. Cary,

Connecticut; George Fred Williams, Massachu

setts; Josiah Marvel, Delaware; W. S. Jennings,

Florida; W. R. O'Brien, Indiana; M. F. Dunlap,

Illinois; E. C. Wall, Wisconsin; Isaac Reese, Ten

nessee; J. Taylor Ellyson, Virginia; Thomas R.

Brown, Vermont; W. E. Chilton, West Virginia;

Blair Lee, Maryland, and Eugene E. Reed, New

Hampshire. A Speakers’ Committee was also ap

pointed, as follows: John H. Atwood, chairman.

Kansas; Champ Clark, vice chairman, Missouri;

C. A. Towne, New York; R. B. Glenn, North Caro

lina; B. R. Tillman, South Carolina; R. E. Lee,

Mount Castle, Tenn.; John J. Lentz, Ohio; Au

gustus Thomas, New York; T. H. Alexander, Col

orado; Jeremiah Black, Pennsylvania; Henry

Warren, Indiana: T. T. Hudson, Minnesota: W.

H. Dunphy, Washington; W. B. Haldeman, Ken

tucky; Thomas H. Dowd, New York; Guy B.

Tucker, Arkansas; T. A. Jennings, Florida; S. P.

Donnelly, Idaho; E. L. Jones, Maryland: John W.

Coughlin, Massachusetts; J. Bruce. Kramer, Mon

tana; John Sunderland, Nevada; William Collins,

North Dakota; W. T. Brady, Oklahoma; M. A.

Miller, Oregon; Frank K. Nebeker, Utah, and J.

E. Burke, Vermont.

+

Mr. Bryan gave out on the 6th a reply to a

pamphlet issued by the National Association of

Manufacturers, and signed by James W. Van

Cleave. Summarizing the pamphlet as raising two

questions, first, Is there anything in the labor

plank of the Democratic platform to which busi

ness men can justly take exception ? and, second,

Is the labor question so important to business men

as to justify them in ignoring all other issues?

Mr. Bryan points out the breadth of business in

terests, and the simple justice of the Democratic

labor plank.

+

A Chinese Bryan and Kern Club has been

formed in Los Angeles.

+

Among Mr. Bryan's visitors at Fairview was

Mr. Chafin, the Prohibition candidiate for the

Presidency, on the 8th, and on the 10th Henry

Reorge, Jr., of New York.

+

Mr. Bryan's notification of his nomination

falls on the 12th, and Mr. Kern is to be notified

of his nomination on the 25th.

+

Walter Wellman, in writing to the Chicago

Record-Herald of the 6th, says that the change in

the public point of view in regard to Mr. Bryan, is,

in his judgment, one of the greatest psychological

factors in the campaign, and that he finds most

men thinking and speaking of the same thing.

Mr. Wellman says:

When he ran for president in 1896 and 1900 a very

large part of the public looked upon him as a

dangerous man. He was regarded as a revolution

ary, almost a socialist, and by some was classed

as an anarchist. Level-headed, sincere men be

lieved implicitly that if Bryan were to get into the

White House the country would quickly go to the

devil. It is now almost universally admitted that

this fear has passed away. Almost no one now re

gards Bryan as an actual menace. A few may

still do so as a matter of habit, but not many. In

other words, what Bryan has achieved or time and

circumstances and the work of others have achieved

for him, is that he has been admitted by the coun

try into the Presidential class. He is not now de

nounced as unfit to be President, as beyond the

pale, as an adventurer or upstart. He has won his

place in the American nation as a man of brains

and character and good standing. He is no longer

an outcast. He is now to be judged on his merits, on

his promises, principles and method, just as Mr.

Taft or any other man is judged.

Mr. Wellman predicts that in a few weeks “the

Republicans will have a scare on.” And then “af
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ter it has reached its climax” they will “gradually

begin feeling better, and by October will have re

covered their normal composure and confidence.”

And he concludes:

On account of the belief which is likely soon to

gain currency that Bryan has a fair chance, after

all, the masses are sure to wake up and show gen

uine interest in the campaign. But all the travelers

and observers with whom I have talked agree that

at no time is there likely to be anything like the

bitterness, the depth of feeling or the hysteria and

fright we have seen in former Presidential struggles.

The progress Bryan has made from a dangerous

outsider into the class with the best of our public

men of thought, action and leadership, is one large

contributing cause of this national serenity.

+ +

The Taft Campaign.

Judge Taft (p. 417) spoke to the Virginia bar

association on the 6th, on “The Law’s Delay.” In

regard to jury trials he is reported as saying:

Another method by which the irritation at inequal

ities in our administration of justice may be re

duced is by the introduction of a system for settling

of damage suits brought by employes against pub

lic service corporations through official arbitration

and without resort to jury trials. Such a system is

working in England, as I am informed, and has been

successfully inaugurated in Massachusetts.

No one can have sat upon the Federal bench as I

did for eight or nine years, and not realize how de

fective the administration of justice in these cases

must have seemed to the defeated plaintiff, whether

he was the legless or armless employe himself or

his personal representative.

We cannot, of course, dispense with the jury sys

tem. It is that which makes the people a part of

the administration of justice, but every means by

which in civil cases litigants may be induced volun

tarily to avoid the expense, delay and burden of

jury trials ought to be encouraged.

+

President Roosevelt has taken upon himself the

full responsibility for the discharge of the bat

talion of Negro soldiers for alleged participation in

the Brownsville rioting. General Corbin had

stated that no credit or blame in the matter rested

with Mr. Taft. After reading the interview the

President gave out the following: “General Cor

bin's statement is absolutely correct, and it was

entirely proper that he should make it. The sub

stance of the message from the President, which

he quoted, was made public long ago. In the

Brownsville matter the entire responsibility for

issuing the original order, and for declining to

allow its suspension, was the President’s.”

+

Gen. T. Coleman du Pont of Delaware has been

appointed director of the speakers’ bureau of the

Republican national committee, Elmer E. Dover

of Ohio has resigned as secretary of the Republi

can National Committee, and will become the sec

retary of an advisory committee which is to work

with George R. Sheldon, treasurer of the National

committee. William Hayward of Nebraska City,

Neb., who has been Republican chairman in his

State for a number of years, has been appointed

secretary of the National committee, and will be

given charge of the Western headquarters at Chi

cago.

+

The New York Herald reports that at a meeting

of the Washington (D. C.) Taft-Sherman club on

the 3d, several of the speakers, while enthusiastic

ally indorsing Mr. Taft’s candidacy for President,

expressed a fear that over-confidence might beat

him and elect Bryan.

-

+ +

Judge Seabury Withdraws From the Independence

Party.

Judge Samuel Seabury of the Supreme Court of

New York, who has been regarded, according to

the Chicago Inter Ocean's dispatch, “as the strong

est single figure in the political movement headed

by William R. Hearst,” and “whose forceful efforts

contributed materially to the large vote polled by

the Municipal Ownership League and the Inde

pendence League in 1905 and 1906,” has with

drawn from the Independence Party. Judge Sea

bury summarizes the reasons for his action as fol- .

lows: -

That there has never been a national convention

so completely dominated by one man as the In

dependence convention. -

That regularly elected delegates were denied ad

mission and other delegates prevented from exprss

ing views by threats of violence.

That a delegate who attempted to present Bryan's

name was grossly insulted and ejected from the

hall.

That Hearst considers the vote polled by the In

dependence league as a personal asset.

That Bryan's failure to support Hearst for Presi

dent at St. Louis four years ago does not justify

Hearst in using the Independence party to injure

Bryan.

That the purpose of Hearst in nominating a ticket

is to divide the opposition to Taft.

+ +

Cleveland Traction.

Statements of failure of the three-cent fare ex

periment in Cleveland, widely exploited in the

press of the country on the 8th and 9th, are best

explained and answered by the following an

nouncement given out by Mayor Johnson on the

11th :

It has been decided that beginning next Thurs

day The Municipal Traction Company will charge a

fare of 5 cents for each passenger who does not pro

Wide himself with tickets.

I believe that a passenger paying one fare should
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desire than to save this great property for the peo

ple and to give them satisfactory service on it. In

this object it will, of course, have the sympathy and

assistance of the public. While some inconvenience

and dissatisfaction may attend the change from the

private to the public method of operating the road,

the continuous improvement of the property by the

people who own it will result in a service so excel

lent that these inconveniences will be forgotten, as

the people have already forgotten the much grosser

and more exasperating conditions caused by the

daily blockade at the Public Square.

TOM L. JOHNSON.

+ *

A Free Speech Skirmish Won in Portland, Oregon.

With C. E. S. Wood for their lawyer, five social

ist street speakers of Portland, charged with refus

ing to “move on’ when ordered to do so by police

men, were discharged on the 29th by Judge Van

Zante. The judge held that citizens have a right

to the use of the streets to stand in and talk in and

peaceably assemble in, provided they do not inter

fore with the superior right of the public to use

the street as a highway, and that a complaint of a

police officer that citizens did not move on when

so ordered, without proof that they were obstruct

ing the highway, does not define an offense. The

deputy city attorney suggested that the complaints

could be amended, but Mr. Wood protested, ac

cording to the Oregonian, that the law had had its

chance at them and failed, the Court thought new

complaints would hardly be merited, and the case

closed with a ripple of laughter. -

* +

The Advance of Constitutional Turkey.

Under the pressure of the Young Turks the Sul

tan has given way on the right he reserved to him

self of appointing the ministers of war and ma

rine (p. 446), and a new cabinet, practically com

posed of nominees of the Young Turks, and com

manding public confidence, has been appointed.

The Young Turk committee has published, an ap

peal calling upon the people not to attempt to sat

isfy personal vengeance, on the ground that indul

gence in personalities is opposed to its sublime

ideal. It calls upon all the government officials to

do their duty, and to report to the committee any

difficulties which they may encounter in so doing.

The document prohibits all private communica

tions with the palace, and urges the people to trust

the committee and obey it implicitly.

+ +

Russia.

The Rech published on the 8th statistics, com

piled from newspaper reports, of the persons who

had been condemned to death in Russia during the

first half of the current year. The total of con

demnations was 876, an average of five a dav. In

January there were 116; February, 122; March,

184; April, 106; May, 217, and June, 131. While

have the lowest rate without being required to in

vest in tickets, and recommend this tenporary ex

pedient only to meet a difficulty that will disappear

with the general use of pay-enter cars.

Sold at a discount, the use of tickets is encour

aged to such an extent that conductors have time to:

collect crowded cars more or less thoroughly; but

where tickets are sold without discount their use is

limited, and the necessity for making change to a

rate of fare not represented by a single coin takes

so much of the conductors’ time that even the most

expert find it impossible to collect a full car, and

before the conductor has reached them or they have

reached the conductor many passengers have ar

rived at their destination and are obliged to leave

the car. I should have foreseen this particular dif

ficulty attending the operation of a street railroad

at 3-cent fare, and I assume whatever blame there is

for not having foreseen it. -

I did anticipate most of the other difficulties that

have arisen. I knew that the hardest time would be

the first few months, if not the first year, and that

the period of reconstruction and reorganization

would require both earnest and faithful effort on the

part of the management and patience at the hands

of the people.

The particular difficulty here dealt with will dis

appear with the general introduction of pay-enter

cars, but it has not been possible to get them more

quickly than is now being done.

It has been apparent to us and to the general pub

lic that we were losing from ten to twenty per cent

of the fares, a loss which amounts to from a thou

sand to fifteen hundred dollars a day, and if saved

this sum would have shown a surplus in the opera

tion of the road.

While we are making a cash fare of 5 cents, we

do not feel that any large number of passengers will

pay the extra two cents, and it is not done for the

added revenue from that source but for the added

revenue which will come from the conductors being

able more efficiently to collect fares. The additional

charge of 2 cents is put on to induce passengers to

provide themselves with tickets, but no passenger

need pay, with or without transfers, more than 3

cents.

We have promised the people better service at the

lower rate of fare. Our first duty, however, is to

prevent a deficit that would lose the people the rail.

road, and after that our duty is to improve the serv

ice, to the extent of using the entire surplus if neces

sary. *

z A number of temporary causes which affect the

revenue unfavorably will soon disappear, and we

all look for relief from the general business depres

sion.

The improved facilities which we are introducing

will enable us constantly to increase the service

without the slightest risk of a deficit.

This is the first street railroad that has accounted

to the people for all of its income and outgo, with

the pledge of giving the best service and the lowest

rate of fare, so that whatever disadvantages there

may be at the beginning of the enterprise they will

be swept away by the progressive improvement that

is to follow.

The management of the railroad can have no other

º
-
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it is not known for what crimes these sentences

were imposed, they must have been imposed by

courts martial, as the Russian common law knows

no death penalty (p. 393). -

+

It will be remembered that in June the Octo

brist leader in the Douma denounced the intrusion

of the Grand Dukes into the military affairs of the

Empire, by virtue of their being members of the

reigning house (p. 275). As an evident result of

the sentiment of the Douma on this subject the

Czar issued on the 9th a rescript thanking the

Grand Duke Nicholas Nicholaievitch for his fruit

ful activity as president of the council for national

defense, and relieving him of that post in view of

the forthcoming revision of the regulations regard

ing the council and the reorganization of the war

office. The press dispatches state that this retire

ment of the Grand Duke Nicholas speaks volumes

for the influence the Douma has acquired over the

settlement of the highest affairs of state.

*k +

The Advance of Religion in France Under Liberty.

The disendowment of the Catholic Church in

France by the “separation laws” of last year (vol.

x, p. 973; vol. xi, p. 301) has not by any means

crippled religious development, according to news

collated and translated for the Literary Digest.

The church in France now follows the example of

religious bodies in America and other countries

where there is no established church—the laity are

called upon for voluntary subscriptions toward the

maintenance of public worship and church insti

tutions; and the results seem to have been unex

pectedly satisfactory. Moreover, liberty has al

lowed an unlooked for expansion of religious activ

ity. According to the terms of the Napoleonic

Concordat no church could be built without the

consent of the government, and the government,

from motives of economy, was frequently “refrac

tory” and declined to sanction the founding of a

parish which would entail a further draft on the

public treasury. But now the Catholics of Paris

can build as many churches as they choose without

consulting any one excepting their diocesan.

Archbishop Amette of Paris, according to the

French press, recently described in a speech ten

new places of worship which it had been possible

to build during the past year within the environs

of Paris; and he is further reported as saying:

“I feel we ought to be congratulated on the pres

ont condition of the Church in Paris. The first

year of actual separation between Church and

State has proved to us the first year of liberty. The

past year has been exceptionally fruitful in the

growth of the church. Catholics have everywhere

shown themselves exceptionally generous. Mr.

Jules Rostand, member of the French Academy,

has founded with the assistance of a group of

Catholics an ecclesiastical real estate association,

by the assistance of which it is now possible to

open up new centers of religious activity and to

place their property under the legal guardianship

of a central board.”

+ +

Strike News.

The general twenty-four hours' strike called for

Paris on the 3d (p. 445) did not make any marked

showing. But a strike of electricians between nine

and eleven o’clock on the evening of the 6th, left

the city in darkness for two hours, with some un

pleasant results.
+

About 12,000 mechanical employes of the Cana

dian Pacific railway walked out of their shops on

strike on the 5th.

+

All newspapers in Denmark, except a few social

democratic papers, suspended publication on the

10th indefinitely, in consequence of a printers'

strike and a consequent lockout. The compositors

declare they will hold out for an eight-hour day.

The employers' union notified the united trade fed

erations on the same day that it intends to declare

a lockout of all workmen in the shipbuilding, met

al, cement, textile, brickmaking, leather and other

trades unless the present dispute is speedily set

tled.

+ +

Aerial Navigation.

After Count Zeppelin had succeeded in flying all

night long in his dirigible airship, from Friedrich

hafen on Lake Constance in Switzerland, over

Wurtemburg, Baden, Bavaria and Hesse, breaking

all records for dirigible ballooning, during a pause

for repairs and gas supply, his monster rigid bal

loon, caught by a rising wind, was torn from its

moorings and wrecked. This occurred on the 6th.

So great had been the interest aroused by Zeppe

lin's experimenting, partly because of the growing

belief that aerial navigation is going to prove an

important feature of future military science, that

hundreds of thousands of dollars have been al

ready contributed in Germany toward the cost of

new airships to be built under the superintendence

of the aged master aeronaut.

+

Other noteworthy experiments in aerial naviga

tion have been flights of Captain Thos. S. Bald

win’s big dirigible balloon, constructed for the

United States signal corps, at Fort Myer, Va., on

the 4th, and the flight at Le Mans, France, on the

10th, of the aeroplane of the Wright brothers of

Dayton, Ohio. . + + -

Doubts result in defeat.—The Silent Partner, of

Cleveland.
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NEWS NOTES

—Louise Chandler Moulton, novelist and poet, died

at her home in Boston on the 10th.

—The Interparliamentary Union is to meet in

Berlin September 17 (vol. ix, pp. 394, 418).

—William B. Allison, United States Senator from

Iowa since 1873, died at his home in Dubuque on

the 4th, in his eightieth year.

–Bronson Howard, the American playwright, died

in New Jersey on the 4th, in his 66th year. He is

perhaps best known by “Shenandoah” and “The

Henrietta.”

—Severe earthquake shocks (p. 11) were reported

from Constantine, Algeria, on the 4th. Several per

sons were killed, and more injured, from the wreck

ing of buildings.

—Private or ordinary betting has been declared

to be no crime under the new anti-gambling law of

New York State (p. 446), by Judge Gaynor of the

State Supreme court.

—The Atlantic-Pacific fleet (p. 420) arrived at

Auckland, New Zealand, on the 9th. Admiral Sperry,

commander of the fleet, and his officers, were for

mally received by the Prime Minister of New Zea

land, Sir Joseph Ward, on the 10th.

—General Ramon Caceres, who completed the un

expired term of the Presidency of Santo Domingo

created by the withdrawal of President Morales (vol.

viii, p. 630; vol. x, p. 230), has been elected Presi

dent for the new constitutional term of six years,

and was formally inaugurated July 1st.

—The most extensive and disastrous conflagration

in Chicago since the great fire of 1871, swept through

the elevator and freight warehouse district between

16th street, Canal street and the river, on the af

ternoon of the 3d. The proporty loss is put at be

tween $2,000,000 and $3,000,000, and several lives

were lost.

—A fine of $7,000 was imposed on the Atchison,

Topeka and Santa Fé railway company (vol. x, p.

683) by Judge S. H. Bethea in the United States dis

trict court in Chicago on the 7th, for granting re.

bates to the United States Sugar and Land company

of Garden City, Kans. The railway company had

pleaded guilty to one count in an indictment that

contained sixty-five counts.

—Fighting continues in the Persian town of Ta

briz, the headquarters of the Persian constitution

alists, against the cossack troops of the Shah (p.

395). In the meantime the Shah is reported to have

summoned wild tribesmen to Teheran, to protect

him against the revolutionists; and these tribes

men are said to be holding him a virtual prisoner,

to be making extravagant demands upon him for

money, and to be threatening to pillage and destroy

the capital if their demands are not met.

—Robert Cumming of Peoria, whose candidacy be.

fore the direct primaries for nomination for repre

sentative in the Illinois legislature was announced

in The Public of July 10 (p. 349), withdrew from the

race on the 24th in favor of Walter Bush, in order

that all possible elements might be brought into co

operation to prevent the nomination of “the fran

chise corporation agent”—Thomas Gorman. Mr.

Cumming's honorable action. however, failed of its

purpose, and Mr. Gorman obtained the nomination.

—After the earthquake disaster at Kingston, Ja

maica, in January, 1907 (vol. ix, pp. 995, 1009, 1019,

1060, 1091, 1167; vol. x, p. 60), the insurance com

panies declined to pay fire losses on the ground that

the fires were caused by the earthquake. The Ja

maica courts decided in favor of the policy holders,

and the case was appealed to the British privy coun

cil. The appeal has now been dismissed, and Ja

maica is rejoicing over an expected rebuilding and

revival of business. The claims involved aggregate

about $4,000,000.

—President Roosevelt has appointed a commission

of five men—Professor L. H. Bailey of the New York

College of Agriculture; Henry Wallace of Wallace's

Farmer, Des Moines, Iowa; President Kenyon L. Put

terfield of the Massachusetts Agricultural College;

Gifford Pinchot Of the United States forest reserve.

and Walter H. Page, editor of The World's Work,

New York—to investigate farming life in the United

States, and to report with recommendations looking

to the betterment of the social, sanitary and eco

nomic conditions of the farming class.

—In the Rhode Island Tax Reform campaign the

meetings at the shore resorts are well under way.

At Crescent Park on Sunday the 2nd the visitors

numbered 25,000, at Rocky Point 20,000. The topic

presented by the speakers on Saturday, the 1st, was,

“How to End Hard Times.” On Sunday, “How to

Abolish Child Labor” and “How to Abolish Pov

erty.” The speakers were Messrs. Basinet, Cros

man, Liddell and Garvin. Mr. Henry B. Maurer,

of Brooklyn, and Mr. Robert B. Capon, of Boston, are

expecting to spend the present week in the State.

—The national banks of Oklahoma have been noti

fied by Mr. Kane, acting comptroller of the cur

rency, of the opinion of Attorney General Bonaparte,

reported last week (p. 443), that it is illegal for the

officers of any national bank to enter into such an

agreement as is contemplated by section 4 of the

Oklahoma statute relative to guaranteeing bank de

posits, and that persistent and willful action to this

effect on the part of such a bank would be just cause

for the forfeiture of its charter. All national banks

which have taken advantage of the law referred to,

are required to withdraw from the agreement, and

to notify the comptroller's office that they have

done so.

—The Single Tax Information Bureau, which was

established in May, 1903, for the purpose of supply

ing free literature to all who desire information re

garding the single tax, reports that during the past

quarter 325 applications for literature have been

supplied, and the total number of documents sent out

was 4,465. The names of persons not avowed single

taxers, but who are interested in the subject or

likely to become so, are solicited; free literature will

be sent to them. The work is supported by vol

untary contributions. The receipts for the past

three months from contributions and from the sale

of literature have been $66,05. Expenditures, in

cluding a deficit from last report of $32.40, have been

$60.72, leaving a balance on hand of $5.33. Since

5;
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May 1, 1903, 305,365 pieces of literature have been

sent out. The secretary of the Bureau is E. B.

Swinney, 134 Clarkson street, Brooklyn, N. Y.

—The new Finnish Diet (pp. 370, 419) was opened

in Helsingfors on the 5th. In the speech from the

throne, read by Governor-General Boeckman, the

members of the new Diet who were elected last

month were reminded sharply of the nature of Fin

land's obligations to the Empire, and warned of the

danger of separatist tendencies in the Grand Duchy.

The words of the Czar impressed the Representa

tives so deeply that the Diet decided to prepare

its reply behind closed doors. Only the Socialists,

who do not shrink from an open rupture, voted for

a public debate. The president of the Diet, Mr. Svin

hufvud, in responding, took open issue with the

throne in the matter of recent measures extending

the power of the Russian government over the ad

ministration of Finland. He maintained the neces

sity of direct relations between the Finns and the

Grand Duke of Finland, who is the Czar, without

the intervention of Russian Ministers.

PRESS OPINIONS

A Republican Opinion.

(New York) Press (Rep.), July 21.—The truth

about Bryan's chances is that the most trustworthy

political opinion confesses they are far better than

they were in 1896 and 1900.

+ +

How if the People Make the Campaign Gifts?

Puck, July 29.—The disposition of both big parties

to fear the Corporation, especially bearing campaign

gifts, is a fearful and wonderful novelty. It is a good

thing, if genuine, but all the same alarmingly novel,

and we can imagine what Mark Hanna would say

on the subject, were he alive to say it. With cor

poration gifts barred, big offerings from individuals

prohibited and publicity promised all along the line,

times have changed indeed since 1896. And a

startling thought right here suggests itself. Inas

much as in past years vast sums of corporate money

contributed before election meant substantial favors

in legislation or immunity after election, perhaps the

small contributions of the public at large to the cam

paign funds this year will entitle the same public,

the humble, unprivileged public, to a smattering of

consideration from law-makers and law enforcers

after the shouting is over. It is a startling thought,

and we tremble as we think it.

+ +

Coming Over to Bryan.

The (Johnstown, Pa.) Democrat (dem. Dem.), July

31.-There is deep significance in the fact that the

Reform Club of New York, the organization which

played so great a part in the campaign of 1892 in

the interest of Cleveland and whose defection in

1896 was so signal an aid to Major McKinley, is this

year in the harness for Bryan and Kern. It is en

ergetically pushing the fight for tariff revision to

ward free trade and it is displaying an intelligence

and a degree of courage that must bring results. It

is already evident that most of the conservative

Democrats are coming back into line. They are no

longer afraid of Mr. Bryan. They realize now that

they misjudged the main in his two previous cam

paigns. They have seen his financial views signally

vindicated in a way that neither he nor they antici

pated. And they are now disposed to join hands

with him in an earnest effort to restore the party of

the plain people to power and to unhorse monopoly.

+ +

Mr. Hearst's “Issue.”

The Voter (edited by Henry Barrett Chamberlain,

Chicago) (ind.), August.—William Randolph Hearst

also had a convention. He had it in Chicago, July

28 and 29. He came all the way from Europe to

foregather within the classic walls of Orchestra Hall,

together with his managing and other editors and

the bright young men from his publications from

New York, Chicago and San Francisco, who filled

gaps in delegations from forty-four States and two

Territories, as recorded by the “credentials” com

mittee. . . . Incidentally, Mr. Hearst nominated

for President of these United States the Honorable

Thomas L. Hisgen of Massachusetts, deadly foe of

John D. Rockefeller and trusts in general. For

Vice-President, that original Graves man, Colonel

John Temple Graves of Georgia, won the approval

of Mr. Hearst, and Mr. Hearst's convention approved

the choice. . . . My prediction, after viewing the

remarkable scenes which attended the first national

convention of the Independence party, is that the

essential and paramount issue of its initial campaign

is summarized in the phrase: “Get Bryan and get

him hard.”

+ +

That “Insidious Attack.”

The Commoner (Lincoln, Neb.), August 7.-In his

speech of acceptance Mr. Taft, referring to the sug

gestion that trial by jury be required in all cases of

indirect contempt, says: “Never in the history of

the country has there been such an insidious attack

upon the judicial system as the proposal to interject

a jury trial between all orders of the court made

after full hearing and the enforcement of such or

ders.” But the United States senate in June, 1896,

undertook to make just such provision. Senator

Platt of Connecticut was the only Republican to

speak against it. John Sherman of Ohio, William

B. Allison of Iowa, Eugene Hale of Maine, Joseph

B. Hawley of Connecticut, Justin S. Morrill of Ver

mont, Knute Nelson of Minnesota and Francis E.

Warren of Wyoming, were among the Republican

senators present when this bill passed. Presumably

they voted for it. There was no roll call. At least

they did not vote against it nor did they speak

against it. In the senate at the time and voting for

this measure there were—besides the distinguished

Republicans above named—such good lawyers as

David B. Hill of New York, Senator Vilas of Wiscon

son, Senator Pugh of Alabama, Senator George of

Mississippi, and William V. Allen of Nebraska. Does

any Republican believe that John Sherman, William

B. Allison, Eugene Hale. Joseph B. Hawley, Justin S.

Morrill, Knute Nelson, all distinguished Republicans,

would either cast their vote for or by their silence
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acquiesce in “an insidious attack upon the judicial

system" 2 Does anyone believe that lawyers like

Senators Vilas, Allen, Hill, Pugh and George would

participate in “an insidious attack upon the judi

cial system” ”

+ +

Bryan's Gain in Strength.

The (Portland, Ore.) Daily Journal (Dem.), July

28.-That Mr. Bryan is much stronger, both af.

firmatively and negatively, than he was in 1896 or

1900, and that he is likely to give Mr. Taft a close

race if not to beat him in several large Northern

States, is at present a prevalent opinion, not only

among enthusiastic Democrats but among observant

and well-informed Republicans as well. . . . .

The paramount issue is: Shall the protected and

privileged corporations, or the people rule? Which

shall get the greatest benefit from government?

Bryan stands for the people as against the trusts,

for the many as against the few ; everybody knows

that. Taft may stand in much the same attitude,

but the people don’t know it so well, are not so sure

of it. He is a splendid man and a genuine patriot; we

have no doubt of that; but if he goes in he will be

powerless under the domination, at least so far as

Congress is concerned, of the gang that ruled the

last Congress—Aldrich, Crane, Hopkins, Burrows,

Elkins, Cannon, Dalzell, Payne and their fellows and

followers. But Bryan, it will be said, would be

powerless; this gang in Congress would do nothing

to please or support him. True, but at least he

would not yield to them at all, as Taft for policy's

sake, and perhaps a second term's sake, might do.

Bryan would put the whole administrative depart

ment on the people's side, which would count for

something, while Taft would be beholden to Boss

Cox and to men of his sort throughout the country.

And more than all, the election of Bryan, or even his

near-election and a Democratic House, would be a

million-tongued, trumpet-toned warning to the op

pressive and insolent trusts and their allies that

their rule was about Over.

•k 4

The Negro and the Tariff.

The Horizon (Alexandria, Va.), July.—What inter

est has any black man in a high tariff 2 He is a .

farm laborer and the farm has no protection; he is

a house servant and as such benefits in no degree;

as a small business and professional man he has no

protected products; the protected industries are the

manufacturing plants—how many Negroes work

there? On the other hand as a consumer the Negro

is bearing the burden of all this tariff tare in his

food, fuel and furniture. The Negro's interest in a

low tariff is clearer than in the case of any single

American group.

+. +

The Unrest in India.

The (London) New Age, July 25.-Whether we

like it or not, it is impossible any longer to deny that

the demand for Indian autonomy is as extensive as

it is serious. It is of no use talking contemptuously

of “a few over-educated Babus wanting to govern

the rest of their countrymen.” Rather must we rec

ognize that the movement is already large and artic

ulate, and that in such matters there is no going

back. It may be admitted that India is as yet un

fitted for self-government on a large scale; that most

of her population could not even understand the

meaning of a vote; and that to place Supreme power

in the hands of the Westernized minority would be

to invite disaster and betray the masses. To-day

these facts are unquestionable. But equally so is the

further statement that at some future time they will

no longer be true. It is on that day rather than on

the present that we must fix our attention. If we

remember that it is coming, and frame our reforms

accordingly, then we may hope for a peaceful trans

formation. But if we forget, then inevitably we

shall find ourselves faced with just such a situation

as that which is now perplexing Tsar and Sultan and

Shah.

relATED THINGS
CONTRIBUTIONS AND REPRINT

INJUSTICE.

For The Public.

Injustice finds a habitat in every land.

It is the plea of democracies and kingdoms alike,

And flourishes fruitfully where cowardice and ignor

ance,

Twin brothers of Authority,

Foes of Freedom,

Grovel in the dust.

JOSEPH A. LARA DIF.

+ + +

1896 COERCIONAGAIN–A REBUKE

Some Correspondence Between the New York Leather

T Belting Co., and the Austin Engine Co. TT

+

NEW YORK LEATHER BELTING CO.,

51 Beekman St., New York, July 22, 1908.

Gentlemen:

We have tacked this notice upon the walls of

our factories in Brooklyn and New York: -

Believing that the election of Taft and Sherman

means a safe and progressive business administra

tion, the day following their election we shall start

this plant on Full Time and Keep Going.

If you believe with us that by relieving any un

certainty as to what the wage earner can expect

in the event of electing men who will secure the

business prosperity of this country, we should

be glad to have you follow our example. .

As members of the National Association of

Manufacturers, the American Hardware Manu

facturers’ Association, the American Supply and

Machinery Manufacturers’ Association, the Na

tional Credit Men's Association, the Manufactur

ers’ Association of New York, the New York

Board of Trade and Transportation, and other

commercial bodies, if you will kindly fill in and



474, The Public
Eleventh Year.

*

;i

return to us the enclosed card, we will supply you

with a “Full Time and Keep Going” card such

as we have posted, and notify all these associations

of your harmonious attitude.

Regardless of politics, once the manufacturers

of this country join universally in this movement,

depression will cease.

Lend us your help and post the card, “Full

Time and Keep Going.”

Yours very truly,

NEW YORK LEATHER BELTING CO.

+

AUSTIN ENGINE COMPANY.,

Second Avenue and Eighth Street.

Brooklyn, N. Y., July 25th, 1908.

Gentlemen:

We have yours of July 22nd, offering us copies

of cards posted in your factories, which you say

read as follows:

Believing that the election of Taft and Sherman

means a safe, and progressive business administra

tion, the day following their election we shall start

this plant on Full Time and Keep Going.

Permit us to say, we do not understand. Why

have you stopped your factories? Why is the

“Full Time and Keep Gaing” plan not now in op

eration? Why has there been any shutting down

by you and the other members of the National As

sociation of Manufacturers, the American Hard

ware Manufacturers’ Association, and the numer

ous other similar associations to which you say

you belong? Did you not assure us that McKin

ley would insure a “full dinner pail” to all who

desired to work? Was not this assurance renew

ed when your several bodies endorsed Roosevelt

and Fairbanks? Then what has emptied the din

ner pail of millions of men who are willing to

work? What greater reliance can be placed on

this assurance than on the others? If you were

false prophets before, how do we know you will

not be again?

But why the closed, why the idle mills; why

the unused freight cars? Why the maintenace

of high prices in the face of falling demand?

Where is the “abounding,” “marvellous,” “wonder

ful,” “unparalleled” prosperity? Haven’t we got

a Republican administration? Haven’t we got a

Republican Senate and House of Representatives?

Haven’t we had them uninterruptedly for twelve

years? Haven’t the Republicans made the laws,

State as well as national, and haven’t they been

charged with their enforcement? Then what is

the matter? If the laws are defective, why

haven’t they been altered 2 If defective now,

were they not equally defective eight and four

years ago, when you assured us, “all is well,” and

“leave well enough alone”?

Why the depression ? we ask. Haven't we had

seven years of Roosevelt, who, according to Re

publican orators, and assistant Republican, as

well as Republican newspapers, is the greatest,

wisest, and best President the country ever had :

Haven’t we had twelve years of “standpatism,”

with Hanna, Aldrich, and Cannon sitting on the

brakes to prevent the enactment of legislation not

desired by the gentlemen who are so conspicuous

in their support of Taft and Sherman—Morgan,

Rockefeller, Carnegie, Harriman, Schiff? Do

these men ever make a mistake when they select

candidates? Which is most likely to be misled,

these men who say that Taft is all right, that he

is a conservative; or the Western farmer who is

told that Taft is a radical ? -

Where is the “abounding” prosperity? Wealth

has certainly increased enormously, or, at least,

prices have been boosted to a point that ought to

have satisfied the most avaricious. The fortunes

of the few have become gigantic—bounded out of

sight. Morgan, we are told, has three hundred

or so millions; Carnegie as much; while Rocke

feller is credited with a billion; a few thousand

others having from one to a hundred millions

each. These seem to have had their “Full Time

and Keep Going” cards in operation, while they

are generally credited with having in October

November last gathered in nearly everything in a

large way in the shape of banks, trust companies,

industrial and railroad combinations, which had

so far escaped them. In fact, the bulk of the

people have been set a lively pace to pay the in

creasing prices for the necessaries of life these and

a few others control.

But what has happened to the masses, whom you

and other boosters of McKinley and Roosevelt as

sured wele to share in the prosperity? With a

total estimated wealth of some one hundred and

ten billions the per capita tables work out all

right; there should be enough to go around, for

that’s equal to about $7,000 per family. But who

has it? How many of the millions of toilers

have a tenth of that sum free and clear? How

comes it that the bulk of the people are shy their

proportion of this enormous wealth? Have they

been lazy, thriftless, or improvident, during these

twelve years? If lazy, then who created the

wealth 2 Has the average farmer, mechanic,

salesman, clerk, teacher, or laborer, squandered

their portion in riotous living? Did they spend

it for automobiles, steam yachts, or even for dia

monds? If not, what has become of it? Why

haven’t they got it, how did they lose it? What

has been the unseen, subtle, but apparently all

powerful force that has taken it from them * Why

have matters become so appalling in America that

the so-called effete countries of Europe have felt

impelled to take official cognizance of the deplora

ble conditions in which so many of our toilers are

compelled to live? The Italian government (as a

result of the shocking reports that reached it)

sent a commission to investigate. Most revolting

conditions were shown to exist. Whole families

were found crowded into one and two room apart
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ments, while not only the Women, but little chil

dren not much more than babes, were found

Working in filthy, unhygienic quarters, helping to

eke out a scanty living for the family. Over

crowding was shown to be the rule, not the excep

tiºn-in one case seven adults and seven children

“living” in a dark, middle room, and a large bare,

Teat TOOm.

The daily press also tells us that since October

thousands of entire families have been out of

work; as a result, they have used up all their

savings, not their proportion—$7,000 as above

but a paltry $50, all they had been able to save

during those years of boasted prosperity. The

president of the Association for Improving the

Condition of the Poor, R. F. Cutting, says: “I

cannot remember such a condition existing before.

Not even in 1893 and 1894 did the depression per

sist so long!” While, according to Senator For

aker, on July 1st, “22,000 skilled workers are out

of employment here in Cincinnati.” Presumably

the number of the unskilled was greater yet.

These , illustrations of “unparalleled” pros

perity have been duplicated all over the country;

no section has escaped the blight. There has been

a tremendous exodus of those who could not find

employment, a half million more having emi

grated to Europe than have immigrated here.

Why the depression, why the blight? This

“marvellous” prosperity seems to have been won

derfully efficacious in keeping the toilers poor.

This “unprecedent” prosperity seems to have been

monopolized by a few. They have gone on piling

up millions, but the larders of the workers it

seems have accumulated nothing, so that they

now face starvation as their reward for the part

they took in producing “widespread” prosperity.

The bottom has dropped out of their “full dinner

pail.”

Again we ask why? You say, “Regardless of

politics, once the manufacturers of this country
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join universally in this movement, depression will

cease.” Who are they to sell to ? How can the

masses buy when their savings are gone? With

wages reduced, how are they to pay monopoly

prices and yet live? How are you going to bring

prosperity to the toiler without destroying monop

oly and special privilege? Using the force-pump

won't alter conditions, the people want something

more than wind. Why not prick the monopoly

bubble, let out some of the wind and water, bring

the necessaries of life within the purchasing pow

er of the people? The crop of millionaires may

not grow, but an equitable distribution of the

wealth produced according to the part that each

has contributed to its production, will bring Map

piness to millions, and insure a natural—there

fore lasting—instead of the “force-pump” pros

perity you propose.

Let us clip the talons of monopoly, uproot spe

cial privilege, and economic, conditions will im

prove so mightily that all will be able to enjoy the

comforts of life, and none will have to toil such

long hours that life becomes a burden.

Finally, firmly believing in the fundamental

democracy of American institutions, we have no

more right to dictate how our employees should

vote, than they have to coerce us.

Yours truly,

AUSTIN ENGINE COMPANY.,

By ROBERT BAKER, President.

BOOKS

THE FAMILY IN MODERN LITER

ATURE.

Will the Home Survive? By Chauncey J. Hawkins.

Published by Thomas Whittaker, 2 Bible House,

New York. 1907.

“For the most part the home, as our fathers

knew it, has entirely passed from our civiliza

ANOTHER

DMUND NORTON of Los Angeles shows he has the spirit of the true propagandist. Read

what he said in a recent letter: "I “Let me say that I have induced Stationer Wayland to

send for THE PUBLIC. He told me that the two copies only that he sent for have been ‘gobbled

up," for which the Lord be praised. I shall try to get him to send for a greater number, though

it does seem like 'graft' when I know that the ‘Ramona Stand,' only a block away, also has them

on sale, while I myself am placing all I can with my limited time to devote to it. Nevertheless,

The PUBLIc should be placed, and if I had a million dollars I would place it. I would flood one

State after another, by counties and towns, till the real people ‘got the habit.' That is all there

º

is in the whole thing. When once the habit is acquired it is harder to break than all the other

habits in the curriculum. There are at least three million people in America who ought to be

induced.” “I We want more like Mr. Norton. With one thousand workers as earnest, intelligent

and energetic as he, we could sweep the country. “I Will you (we mean YOU, reader of this,) be

-
- P - - 2 -

one to help make up this number? If not, why not; DANIEL KIEFER.
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tion.” Are we now merely in a transition stage

toward a better sort of home, or is the critical atti

tude toward the institution of marriage, as seen

in our literature, an earnest of the complete ex

tinction of “home” ” In the search for an an

swer to his question, Mr. Hawkins observes and

comments on the marriage ideals of Ibsen, Ber

nard Shaw and Nordau, of Maeterlinck, Tolstoy,

and the Socialists as represented by H. G. Wells.

With Ibsen and Shaw and their exaggerated

individualism he quarrels fundamentally; Nor

dau and Maeterlinck he finds perverted in moral

tone; while he respects Tolstoy's pure ideals of

true marriage, but disagrees with him when he

teaches that celibacy is the highest state.

As a type of present-day fiction, Robert Grant's

“The Undercurrent” is analyzed. He finds this

author's advocacy of very easy divorce faulty, be

cause “marriage involves vastly more than the

happiness of one man and one woman. It involves

the happiness of the child and the well-being of

the state, and no dissolution of the relationship

should be permitted which does not consider care

fully the bearing of this dissolution on the child

and the state.” -

Although clearly not a Socialist, the author

finds much to praise in Mr. H. G. Wells' beliefs

While not at all in accord with this Social

ist's opinions about the marriage contract, Mr.

Hawkins fully sympathizes with the view of the

child as the pivot on which our civilization should

swing. “The chief business of mankind is to cre

ate conditions under which . . . the new born

child may realize the strongest and best life.”

“The family with its limitations, its uncongenial

elements, is the best school yet conceived for the

education of the citizen for the state. There he

learns to adjust his will to other wills that he

may live in peace and harmony.”

In conclusion the author answers his own ques

tion in the affirmative. “Civilized life seems to

demand the permanent union of man and woman

in the home. Nature makes this imperative by

sending the helpless infant, which demands the

care of parents for a long period of time. . . .

The highest and finest instincts of man call for

such a union. . . . It is this type of marriage,

which calls on man and woman to exercise self

control, to minimize differences, and to be true

to one another for the sake of children and the

state. . . . The whole process of evolution has

culminated in this type of family life. . . . The

type will undergo constant modification, but for

the sake of society, and of the unborn and grow

ing generation of children, the changes will be

in the line of greater permanence, and of social

conditions, fitted to produce a higher type of

life.”

Like most “literary and life” criticism, the

book is not startling in its originality. The read

er seems to have heard something of that sort

before. But sincerity and justice stand out on

every page, and, besides, the pages are on the

whole well written. The book is made all the

more enjoyable because the author does not as

sume his reader's knowledge of the literature to

which he refers, but clearly and briefly abstracts

and quotes from his authority before offering crit

icism. -

ANGELINE LOESCH.

PERIODICALS

The Intercollegiate Democrat is an able, hand

some paper published by the Intercollegiate Demo

cratic committee (“Butler's,” Cambridge, Mass.) for

circulation among the young men of the colleges.

In its first issue attention is especially called to an

undemocratic growing tendency of usurpation: “Of

the Speaker to usurp the functions of the national

House; of the Federal Government to usurp the

functions of the several States, and of the President

A NEW CAMPAIGN OFFER

Tº great Campaign of 1908 is under way, and THE PUBLIC will give special attention to

it to the end. It will print all the really historical NEWS of the campaign—fact and not

gossip—impartially; and it will comment in EDITORIALS with fairness and vigor from

the point of view of fundamental democracy as distinguished from party Democracy. CAMPAIGN

SUBSCRIPTIONS are invited now. " We will send THE PUBLIc to any address in the United

States from and including the issue of August 7, with the issue of JULY 3 (with Bryan portrait

supplement) thrown in, to and including the issue of NOVEMBER 13 (with full election news and

editorial comment)—fifteen issues in all—for TWENTY CENTS, cash in advance. T CLUBS OF

TEN will be served for the same period for $1.50, cash in advance.

Address: THE Public, Ellsworth Building, Chicago.
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to usurp the functions of the entire Federal Gov.

ernment.”

+ + +

“Who was the man that made the eloquent speech

in favor of the city beautiful?”

“Don’t you know him? That's Muchleigh, the

owner of the New Era building.”

“The New Era? Why, the smokestack on that

building is one of the filthiest in town.”

“Yes. Muchleigh's idea of a city beautiful doesn't

go beyond decorative fire alarm boxes and artis

trolley poles. He is not a stockholder in the trº

tion company, and the city would, of course, have

pay for the fire alarm boxes?”—Chicago Record-H

ald.

+ + +

The magistrate looked severely at the small, re

faced man who had been summoned before him, al

who returned his gaze without flinching.

“So you kicked your landlord down stairs?” sa

The Public

The Public is a weekly review, giving in concise and plain

terms, with lucid explanations and without editorial

bias, all the news of the world of historical value.

It is also an editorial paper, and, though it abstains from

mingling editorial opinions with its news accounts, it

has opinions of a pronounced character, based upon the

principles of fundamental democracy, which, in the col

umns reserved for editorial comment, it expresses fully

and freely, without favor or prejudice, without fear of

consequences, and without regard to any considerations

of personal or business advantage. Yet it makes no

pretensions to infallibility, either in opinions or in

statements of fact; it simply aspires to a deserved

reputation for intelligence and honesty in both.

Besides its editorial and news features, the paper con

tains a department entitled Related Things, in which

appear articles and extracts upon various subjects,

verse as well as prose, chosen alike for their literary

merit and their wholesome human interest in relation

to the progress of democracy.

We aim to make The Public a paper that is not only

worth reading, but also worth filing.
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Dearborn St., Chicago, Ill.

Entered at the Chicago, Illinois, Postoffice as second class

matter.
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0UR LAST OFFER
We have left in our possession only a limited

number of the sets of the standard Library Edition

of the Complete Works of Henry George, including

the Life of Henry George by Henry George, Jr

This set consists of ten 12mo volumes, all uniformly

and artistically bound, in a box.

We must dispose of these sets at once, in order

to get enough money to meet the few remaining

obligations of this Company. So we will let them

go at cost.

The regular price of this set is $15.00 cash with

order, or $17.50 if paid in installments. In fact,

this price is too low, as the publishers realized after

placing the edition on the market. It was printed

from the same plates and with the same illustrations

as the Memorial Edition, which sold for $25.00 the

set, but is now out of print.

But we (until our obligations are met) will sell

the complete set for $7.50cash with order. The cost

of transportation is extra. For $1.00 additional, or

$850 in all, we will send the set, carefully packed,

by express, prepaid to any address in the United

States or Canada. Cash must be sent with the order.

The volumes are as follows:

Volume I. Progress and Poverty.

“ II. Social Problems.

“ III. The Land Question.

Contains “The Land Question,” “Property in

Land," and the “Condition of Labor” (open

letter to Pope Leo XIIl).

" IV. Protection or Free Trade.

“ V. A Perplexed Philosopher.

Volumes VI. and VII. The Science of Political Economy.

Volume VIII. Our Land and Land Policy.

Contains the miscellaneous writings, speeches

and lectures.

Volumes IX. and X The Life of Henry George.

The Public Publishing Co.

Room 205, 357 Dearborn St., Chicago
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the magistrate. “Did you imagine that was within

the rights of a tenant?”

“I’ll bring my lease in and show it to you,” said

the little man, growing still redder, “and I'll wager

you'll agree with me that anything they've forgotten

to prohibit in that lease I had a right to do the

very first good chance I got.”—Youth's Companion.

+ *H *H

“The protective tariff has two purposes,” said the

Republican statesman. “The first is, to shut out the

low-priced products of foreign pauper labor, and thus

allow our manufacturers to sell their products at

higher prices, so that they can pay high wages.

“I see,” said the intelligent voter; he was very

intelligent.

“The second object of protection is to encourage

competition in the home market by making manufac

turing profitable, with the result that this competi

tion reduces prices.”

“I see,” said the intelligent voter.

“In other words,” observed the statesman, “pro

tection puts prices up for the producer, and reduces

prices for the consumer.”

“I see,” said the intelligent voter, and straightway

enrolled himself as a member of the Theodore Taft

First Vote League.—Puck.

+ + +

A man will run as fast as he can to cross a railroad

track in front of a train. Thell he will watch it till it

goes out of sight. Then he will walk leisurely away.

He seems to be all right and probably is. That is a

man. A woman in a street car will open a satchel

and take out a purse, take out a dime and close the

purse, open the satchel, put in the purse, close the
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It Was Mayor Johnson's ldea
In becoming the president of this bank to organize it in the interests

of all the people and offer the depositor conveniences never offered

by any bank before. At his suggestion we adopted our famous

Bank Money Order Plan

The most perfect method ever devised for the safety and convenience

of the depositor. You send your money to us, and instead of return

ing to you an unsafe and inconvenient pass book, we issue Bank Money

Orders in your favor for the amount, sent us. They show on their

face the exact amount of principal and interest and draw

4% Interest

From the minute your money reaches us. You keep these money orders, and when you want your

money you don't have to send to the bank and wait for it, but you endorse the Money Order and cash

it anywhere for the principal and full interest shown on its face just as you would cash a check. In fact,

our money order is a certified check—the safest and most convenient form of commercial paper—hav

ing the very vital advantage of earning interest at 4%. , 'ſ The plan is ideal—your money is always on

deposit, yet you have it constantly on hand ready for instant use in the time of need. Q. No matter

where your savings are deposited now, you owe it to yourself to investigate this new method of banking

that assures you so much greater safety and convenience. “I Write for our free booklet “G” today or

send us your deposit and we will at once mail you Bank Money Orders for the full amount.

THE DEPOSITORS SAVINGS & TRUST CO., roºftºon. Cleveland, Ohio
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satchel and lock both ends. Then she will give the

dime to the conductor, who will give her a nickel

back. Then she will open the satchel and take out

the purse, put in the nickel, close the purse, open

the satchel and put in the purse, close the satchel

and lock both ends. Then she will feel for the buckle

at the back of her belt, Kansas City Journal.

Installation of our perfected KEENEDGE

Electric Sharpeners now enables us to an-

tiseptically resharpen G IL LETTE and

other Safety Razor Blades. We do it at

Two Cents the Blade, saving you

- ( so. -

and affording you better service than new

blades. -

Send for convenient mailing wrapper.

KEENEDGE CO.

66 Wabash Ave. C H I C A C C,

6% BONDS

We are offering at 95 (par

value 100) the unsold balance

of a $130,000 issue of 6% Bonds

of the

EASTLAND STEAMSHIP COMPANY

the line to Cedar Point, the Atlantic City

of the Middle West. These bonds will net

considerably more than 6% and are fully

secured by first mortgage on Str. Eastland

valued at $300,000 and insured for full

value.

For sale in amounts of $500 or more.

Send for Booklet G-1 giving full details.

Have you investigated our new Money Order

Plan where your money is always on deposit

at 4% and yet cashable anywhere at any

time? Write for Booklet G-2. -

THE DEPOSITORS SAVINGS & TRUST CO.

Tom L. Johnson, President.

CLEVELAND, Ohlſ).

How much is it

worth to you to cut

wash-day down to

half P

Your grocer re

turns your money

if you don’t say

Fels-Naptha does

that.

It does more.

There is no suds-steam or wash

smell in the house. How much

is that worth P

The clothes wear twice as long.

How much is that worth 2

The mending is half. How

much is that worth 2

Are we wrong in saying Fels

Naptha is worth a dollar a week 2

that is, if you care for the smell of

the wash and the wear on the

clothes.

Some don't ; on the other hand,

some care more than a dollara week.

Some care ten dollars a week.

Costs no more and is worth $1

more than the soap you are used

to, $1 a week more.

Your grocer wants it as much as

you do — he may not have found

out that he wants it.

It is entitled to all the family

soap business. -

We shall have pleasure in sending you a primer

on it, with a small sample.

Fels & Co, maker,

Philadelphia.

Our readers are asked to mention THE PUBLIC when writing to Advertisers.
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When the security, the rate of interest and free stock exchange are considered, no invest

ment has ever been offered to the public that is so safe and profitable to the small investor as

this.

TOM L. JOHNSON

EDUCATED PUBLIC OPINION.

As a result of some of the press dispatches that have been sent broadcast over the country

by the enemies of Mayor Johnson in his street railway fight, the people in many of the cities out

side of Cleveland have an idea that three-cent fair is a failure.

The people of the country are too familiar with the methods employed by the beneficiaries

of special privilege to be misled by these reports.

There is more in the street railway problem of Cleveland than the financial benefit to the

people of three-cent fare. The success of the street railways under the Municipal Company

means the destruction of private monopoly and the triumph of the people.

The fight has been conducted on a fair, open and honest basis. The sale of stock will be

conducted on a like basis.

Every statement made can be absolutely relied upon—for to win at the sacrifice of princi

ple is to lose.

When we say we will pay you Six Per Cent interest on your investment and that we will

redeem your stock at any time at par and interest,-you know that we mean what we say and

that we are in a position to make good our promises.

THE OFFER:

First, we will sell Cleveland Railway Company Stock Thus it pays 50 per cent higher rate of interest than

at par ($100.00) and 6 per cent interest. That is, $100.75 the savings banks, and the money is ready for you when

a share until August 15th. ou want it, with no loss of interest and no 60-day clause.

Second, we will at any time redeem in cash, at $100.00 §. want Cleveland Railway stock to be a people's

a share, plus interest at 6 per cent from the payment of savings bank paying 6 per cent interest, instead of 4 per

the last dividend on it, any stock that has been sold cent. As Mayor Johnson says, this stock is equal in

through our free-stock exchange. security to a GOVERNMENT BOND.

Address all communications to the Municipal Traction Co., Stock Exchange Department, 450 Electric Bldg., or

call at the company's offices. Telephones: Bell Main 28; Cuyahoga Central 1350. Make all checks payable to the

Municipal Traction Co.

The Municipal Traction Company

A. B. DU PONT, President.

When writing to Advertisers please mention THE PUBLIC. <>*


