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tion party in session at Columbus, Ohio, during
the past week, adopted a concise and rather com
prehensive platform, and nominated Eugene W.
Chafin, of Chicago, for president, and Professor
Aaron S. Watkins, of Ada, Ohio, for vice-presi
dent. Walter Wellman says it was “an old-fash
ioned convention, one of the good old kind, with
out any bosses or dictators, with nothing cut and
dried in advance.” This appears to be a correct
characterization, and shows, in spite of some

progressive pledges in the platform, the reaction
ary trend of the party. Conventions themselves
are passing, and the days of “uninstructed and
untrammeled” delegates are past. The movement
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The non-progressive tendency of this conven
tion is shown also in its nomination for president,

or rather, in what determined the nomination.
It was Mr. Chafin's middle-of-the-road speech,

directed especially against the local option move
ment of the Anti-saloon League, which brought
about his nomination, although he was not a

candidate, and although the Illinois delegation
was earnestly trying to bring about the nomina
tion of Hon. Daniel R. Sheen, of Peoria, who, as
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a member of the State legislature had done ef
fective work for local option. Mr. Chafin seems
to be a clean and capable man, and it is in no
derogatory sense that we call attention to the pat

stitution—from a considerable portion of the
country—from whole States in the South, and

from county after county in some of the Northern
States.
+

ent fact that his nomination was made in re

sponse to the instinct of party preservation—the
stand-pat spirit—which always makes for party
integrity.
+

The platform adopted is a model of brevity,
but it is not as definite, broad and progressive as

some of the platforms adopted by the party in the
past. The declarations in favor of the prohibi
tion of child labor in mines, workshops and fac
tories, for the establishment of postal savings
banks, for an employers' liability act, for grad
uated income and inheritance taxes, and for,

“court review of post-office department decisions.”
may be regarded as progressive. So is the declara
tion in favor of the election of United States

Senators by direct vote of the people; but this is
not so new as to justify some of the press com
ments. The tenth of the seventeen short planks
of the platform adopted by the first Prohibition
convention at Columbus in 1872, read: “That we
favor the election of President, Vice-President
and United States Senators by direct vote of the

people.” That first platform also declared against
“all monopoly and class legislation.” A better
stand on the vital question of post-office depart
ment usurpations, than is made in the post-office
plank of the platform, would be a Congressional
enactment defining and limiting the department's
authority, and expressly wiping out its arbitrary
and autocratic assumptions of power. An appeal
to the courts might then be effective; whereas, to

+

Opportunity.

It is very probable that a publication like Col
lier's Weekly, which often speaks plainly upon

social iniquities, and sometimes probes more deep
ly and analyzes more keenly than its patent med
icine exposures alone would imply—it is probable.
we say, that such a publication must, for count
ing room reasons, maintain a balance with oc
casional articles of a soothing nature. For that
it may be forgiven. But its recent article on

“Opportunity”

is

aristocratically

cruel.

Its

theme is the opportunities which are open every
where in the country to the poor of our cities;

and its suggestion for restoring the economic bal
ance, is not the square deal, but an exodus of
the poor from the cities to the country. This
“would insure,” it says, “generations of clean
bodies and sound minds, just as surely as keeping
them in the city, coddling them there, and putting
premiums on the absence rather than the pres
ence of initiative and self-reliance will breed a

poor race.”

Oh, the curse, the awful curse, of

the silver spoon
How few who are born with it
are able, even with the best intentions, to realize
the most important of social truths, the truth
that it is not the incapacity of the poor that
makes them poor, nor any inherent incapacity
that makes the incapable among them incapable,
but that it is the burdens of legalized privilege

under which they stagger, and in consequence of
which there are silver spoons for others to be

provide for court review of the department's find

born with.

ings would afford official recognition and a meas

J. Sterling Morton and his log house as a Nebraska
pioneer, is an example of the blindness of the
silver spoon variety of social student. It im
plies that Mr. Morton's career, culminating in a
seat in a President's cabinet, was a product of
his own log-house industry, initiative, self-re

ure of legal sanction to its usurpations. More
over, such reviews by the courts would merely
serve to declare the abuse which had already

ruined its victims. The plank is not correct in
principle nor adequate as a remedy. This last
might also be said of the declaration for a perma
nent tariff commission. It would tend to per

petuate tariff exactions by removing them farther
from popular control. In the struggle for party
permanency against the sweep of the local option
movement the partisan spirit is destined to lose.
Local option is simply an application of the home
rule principle which is on the “home run” every
where. Local option is the most logical and ef
fective method yet devised for the suppression of
the evils of the liquor traffic, and has in the last
decade swept the licensed saloon—a modern in

The reference in Collier’s article to

liance and thrift.

But the fact is that Mr. Mor

ton's political career was nothing to be proud of.
Living in Nebraska, a State hopelessly Repub
lican, he formed a Democratic clique which thriv

ed upon Federal patronage in Nebraska when
there was Federal patronage for Democrats to
give, and upon hopes for it between times. And
as to his wealth, it came, not from the toil of his
own hands, but from increase in value of the Ne
braska lands he monopolized, due to the initiative

and self-reliance and industry of other men. Col
lier's article would have been quite as intelligent

July 24, 1908.
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and no less cruel if it had attributed the poverty
of Southern slaves, not to the slave laws of our
country which robbed the slaves of their earnings,

but to the incapacity and lack of initiative and
self-reliance of the persons whom those laws en
slaved.
+

Land Values.

*f;
-

The Berlin Bodenreform, a single tax publica

tion of Berlin, of which Adolph Damaschke is
the editor, offers a striking illustration of the
difference in character between property in in

jobs. Here is his statement as published in the
New York Evening Post of the 15th :
Nine weeks ago I lost my place in the business
office of an iron company on account of dull times,
and about two weeks ago, after searching in vain
here for work, I went to Pittsburgh to look for
work. I was led to make the trip by a newspaper
dispatch which said that 50,000 men had been put
back at work. I thought that if this were true I
would surely be able to get a place.
When I got to Pittsburgh I found the newspaper
report to have been absolutely untrue. There are
thousands of men out of work in Pittsburgh, and I

men and 3 women of the poor of the city. The
farseeing city fathers invested the money in land,
and it so happens that now the income from this
investment is sufficient to provide 200 women

was told at two factories where I applied for work
and made inquiry about the calling back of the
workmen, that it made people feel better to have
the newspapers print sunshine news. Maybe this
is sunshine news to many people, but it cost me
$28.50 that I could not afford to spend. I am
back here and still out of work. If the newspapers
would print the truth I think it would be better, or
at least if they cannot set forth the real situation,
they might better remain silent. If the real facts
were made known, however, it would more speed
ily bring back prosperity. But this seems to be
the American way—to hide our wounds in adversity,
and talk about our prosperity ad nauseam. When We

and 60 men with clothing for the whole year.

are really prosperous.

destructible sites on the planet that Nature pro
vides, and property in the destructible capital
that labor produces. “About the year 1600,” says

Bodenreform,

“a citizen of Wednesbury, an

Eng

lish city, willed 200 pounds sterling to it, to be
used for the purpose of providing clothing for 3

Here is a lesson for those who believe that an in
vestment in land does not differ from an invest

ment in the products of labor. The rent in this
case was consumed as fast as it accumulated, and
yet the value of the land rose in 300 years to more

than 40 fold the original investment, in a town
that can boast of only 26,000 inhabitants to-day.”
+

I suspect that some stock jobbing game has to
be furthered by these false yarns, as a man I met
in Pittsburgh said he had been in St. Louis recent
ly looking for work, and he was told that a prosperity
movement was started there, not by the merchants
but by the Union Pacific railroad and other lines:
that the orders were to lie as much as necessary
to bring about the good feeling. Great is pros
perity and great is humbug!

+
*

+

Kansas Is for Once Supplied with Farm Labor.

The industrial depression has this year choked
off the perennial summer clamor from Kansas
for more farm hands. According to the Spring
field Republican the director of the Kansas State
free employment bureau “sent out a call for 20,
000 men last month, and the response was im
mediate and ample, half of the demand being
supplied from outside of the State and the rest
from within.” “So,” continues the Republican,

“it seems that the business depression is felt

Railroad Casualties in the United States.
Over one hundred and twenty-two thousand

persons killed or injured

in railroad casualties in

the United States during the year ending June
301 according to the Interstate Commerce Com
mission's annual report. To be exact, 122,855.
This gives added point to Erik Oberg's article in
this public on the comparative safety of travel
on the privately owned railways of the United
States and the publicly owned railways of Europe.
*H

+

there as well as here.”

Seashore Ownership.
+

+.

A recent decision of the
Prosperity That is Not Prosperous.

“Demonstrating” prosperity (p. 339) has its
cruel side. About July 3 dispatches from Pitts
burgh published in the daily press announced that

50,000 men were to go to work in the Pittsburgh

English Chancery

Court is construed to mean that the public has
no right to use the seas and shores of the English
coast except for purposes of navigation, and, in
some cases also, of fishing.

The London Daily

News of the 6th announced that there was no

mills on Monday the 6th. These dispatches did doubt that the decision would affect many of the
not help the prosperity of John T. Milroy of Jer
watering places, for a greater part of the
sey City, who spent $28.50 to learn that the thou
sands of unemployed in Pittsburgh are still out of

“foreshores” belong to private owners; and that
the decision would cover not only the seashore,
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but the shores of the estuaries and harbors.

The

News urged that the case should be appealed, de
claring that it would be indeed unbearable if all
the holiday pursuits of the public at the seaside
should have to be dependent upon the kind per
mission of some land magnate, and it cited the
precedent:

mountain

mild indignaton against the social order, is to
of the greatest interest.
+

her

+

Tolstoy Indicts the Russian Government.
What one isolated citizen can do to halt the

bloody progress of a nation, the aged Tolstoy has
done with his terrible denunciation of the hide

The Access to Mountains bill establishes the prin
ciple that for all ordinary purposes of rambling or
climbing the tourist is not to be hindered from
making the mountains his playground. The same

principle should be applied to the seashore, and with
even better reason.

Some money is spent in the

mountains in reference to game preserving. The
beach is barren and useless save for purposes of
pleasure. The owner who should try to keep the
public from it would be the supreme instance of the
dog in the manger. But so selfish are some land
owners in England, and to such an extent has the

idea of private property in the surface of the earth
taken possession of the minds of many of our gov

ous reign of terror being maintained by the Rus
sian autocracy. Appearing in the London
Daily Chronicle of the 15th, his letter immediate

ly created a profound impression, and was re
garded by the labor and socialist groups in Eng
land as justifying their protests against the
King's recent visit to the Czar (p. 326).

The

meagre excerpts from the letter which were
cabled to America on the day of publication, gave

no space to the urgings to land reforms
which appear here and there in the letter, and

erning class, that doubtless attempts will be made

redeem it from hopelessness.

to keep the public from what should be inalienably

ment of this Public will be found fuller ex

their own.
Would it be possible to enlarge the
Access to Mountains bill, and make it apply also to
the seashore? If such a course were possible, without

endangering the original measure, it might be well
to adopt it.

-

+

+

Emma Goldman Leaves the Question of Violence
Entirely Alone.

In another depart

tracts, which are reproduced from what purports
to be the full text. That this letter of Tolstoy's
will produce immediate results in Russia, few

will expect; but as surely as day follows night,
the hours of this bestial imperialism, revealed
now in all its bloody squalor, are being counted
out to their ending.
+

+

+

Miss Goldman has written Mr. C. E. S. Wood

in regard to his report of her visit to Oregon, pub
lished as Editorial Correspondence in The Public

of June 26th, that she can afford to pass with
out notice the misrepresentations of the hostile
press, but she cannot afford to leave uncorrected
the misrepresentations of her friends. She states
that in fact she has never said that violence as

tactics would be folly, for it only more firmly in
trenches the one assailed; or that individual force

against indvidual officials is worse than useless,
because she has never argued these questions at

all, nor does she look upon them in that light.
She writes that she does not propagate violence
and never has done so; but not because she is
particularly sentimental about life, so much as
that she does not believe in inducing any one to
act under the influence of any power save his own
reason and the dictum of his own soul.

And she

adds, “Besides, so long as I am not to pay the
penalty of the act, I do not feel justified in in
ducing another person to do it.” She also says
that neither does she wish to be understood as

classing the men who commit violence as un
balanced or insane; that the psychological
cause which induces some to act against all con

sideration of self, while others will only lisp a

DEMOCRACY IN ACTION.
Once more has democracy shown itself capable
of self-government. Once more has direct legis
lation through the initiative and referendum am
ply fulfilled the predictions of its advocates and
refuted the arguments of its opponents.
The election held in Oregon on the first of last
June aroused great interest, not only in the State
itself, but quite generally throughout the nation.
For the sake of having in compact form a sum
mary of the chief events that have occurred in
Oregon in connection with direct legislation, the

following resumé has been prepared. All the fig
ures are official.

After ten years of effort in favor of the meas
ure, and after a favorable vote for it by two legis
latures had been secured, a direct legislation
amendment to the Oregon constitution was adopt
ed by the electors of the State on June 3, 1902,

by a vote of 62,024 for, and 5,668 against it; be
ing a majority of eleven to one in its favor.
First Enactments Under Direct Legislation in Oregon.
On the 6th of June, 1904, the electors enacted
at the polls two laws, one for local option in tem
perance matters, and one for direct primaries.

July 24, 1908.
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This was the first time in the history of our na
tion that State laws were passed by the electors
without the intervention, in any form, of the
legislature or other representative body.
Second Enactments.

On the 4th of June, 1906, the electors of Ore

gon passed upon eleven propositions, ratifying
eight, and defeating three.
Among the measures adopted were those en
larging the scope of the initiative and referen
dum, both in the State and also in towns and cit
ies, subject to the limitations of the State con
stitution; a law prohibiting free passes on rail
roads; and a law taxing sleeping car and other

public service companies.”

389

The largest number of votes (pro and con)
cast upon any one proposition was that in regard
to equal suffrage; the total being 95,528. And
the smallest number of votes cast was 70,726, be
ing in regard to a bill to create a new county out
of a part of Wasco county. The total vote for
candidates cast at the election was 116,614; so
that the greatest number of referendum votes was
about 82 per cent of the total number of ballots
cast; the 18 per cent representing the indifferent

or ignorant, who in all referendum elections dis
franchise themselves.

Enacted Propositions.

The vote on the twelve enacted propositions was
as follows:

1.

Third Enactments.

An amendment allowing State institutions

On the 1st of June, 1908, there were nineteen
propositions to be voted upon; and of these, twelve

to be erected and conducted elsewhere than at the

were enacted and seven were defeated.

against it; a favoring majority of 1,107.

Four of

seat of government—41,975

for,

and

40,868

(Re

these propositions had been referred to the people

ferred by the legislature.)

by the legislature; another four of them had been

2. An amendment changing the time of hold
ing the regular general biennial elections from
the 1st Monday in June to the 1st Tuesday after
the 1st Monday in November–65,728 for, and
18,590 against it; a favoring majority of 47,138.
(Referred by the legislature.)
3. An act giving the sheriff the right to feed
prisoners at a per diem rate—60,443 for, and 30,
033 against it; a favoring majority of 30,410.
(Referendum ordered by petition of the people.)

ordered to the referendum by petitions to
that effect signed by the people; and elev
en had been proposed by initiative petition. Only
fifteen of the nineteen propositions were therefore
illustrative of the special workings of the initia

tive and referendum, as the four propositions
which were referred to the people by the legisla
ture could have been similarly referred in any other
State of the Union, even though such State had
no direct legislation amendment.
How the Voters Were Instructed.

A large pamphlet of 126 pages, including its
index, was compiled by the Oregon Secretary of
State several months before the election, and a

copy of the document was mailed to each voter in
the State. This pamphlet contained the exact
wording of the nineteen propositions, and also in
five cases gave concise affirmative and negative
arguments in regard to the merits of the measures
proposed. These various pro and con arguments
were provided by representative committees of
citizens, and in themselves furnish very interest.
ing and informing reading. They are really

worthy of a separate article, for the educational
value of these discussions must have been very
great. There were seven other propositions for
which only favorable arguments were presented;
and there were also two other propositions concern
ing which only negative arguments were present

4.

An act to increase the annual appropria

tion for the State University—44,115 for, and
40,535 against it; a favoring majority of 3,580.
The smallness of the majority was due to the op
position of many of the farmers. In their nega
tive argument the farmers give fourteen reasons
for their opposition, in one of which they say:
“We maintain that the American common school

is the ‘head' of our educational system, rather
than the University of Oregon. . . . The
University professor is paid $2,000 per year, and
the buildings are provided at State expense;
while the school district must tax itself to pro

vide school buildings. The State money available
for each pupil in the common school is little more
than $8 per year. In this bill the University asks
$339 a year per student.

The Univer

sity is not poor. Its students are not poor. They
recently employed a man to coach their football
team, paying him $1,500 for a little more than

ed, while there were five propositions concerning

two months’ instruction, and boasted in the Port

which no arguments were submitted.

land papers that it was the largest salary ever

paid in the Northwest to a football coach.” (Ref
*For fuller details of the vote of 1906 see article enti

tled “Growth of Democracy in Oregon,” in The Public of
August 4, 1906, page 424.

erendum ordered by petition of the people.)
5. An act protecting salmon and sturgeon

º
ii
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during certain seasons, and from the operation of

posed by initiative petition.)
6. An act protecting salmon and sturgeon

so as to allow an increase in the compensation of
members of the legislature—19,691 for, and 68,
892 against it; an adverse majority of 49,201.
(Referred to the voters by the legislature.)
2. To change the constitution so as to increase

from excessive use of seines and gill nets, in cer

the number of members of the supreme court—

tain portions of the Columbia river and its tribu

30,243 for, and 50,591 against it; an adverse ma
jority of 20,348. (Referred by the legislature.)
3. An act to compel railroads and other com
mon carriers to furnish free transportation to cer
tain State and county officials—28,856 for, and
59,406 against it; an adverse majority of 30,550.
(Referendum ordered by petition of the people.)

traps and fish wheels—46,582 for, and 40,720
against it; a favoring majority of 5,862. (Pro

taries—56,130 for, and 30,280 against it; a favor

ing majority of 25,850.

(Proposed by initiative

petition.)

7. An amendment permitting officials to be
put upon their election a second time upon spe
cific charges, and after a six months’ holding of
office; known as “The Recall”—58,381 for, and
31,002 against it; a favoring majority of 27,379.
(Proposed by initiative petition.)
8. A law directing legislators to follow the
popular choice for United States Senator–69,668
for, and 21,162 against it; a favoring majority
of 48,506. (C. E. S. Wood, in an excellent ar

4. An act to appropriate $25,000 annually for
four years for State armories—33,507 for, and
54,848 against it; an adverse majority of 21,341.
(Referendum ordered by petition of the people.)
5. An amendment to give equal suffrage—36,
858 for, and 58,670 against it; an adverse major

ity of 21,812.

The proposition carried in four

ticle on the “Oregon Situation” in the Public of counties, and lost in 29. (In June, 1906, the vote
July 3, says: “It was understood this law could on equal suffrage was 36,902 for, and 47,075
only have a moral force.”) (Proposed by initia against it; an adverse majority of 10,173; and the
tive petition.)
9. An amendment authorizing a system under
which minorities shall be given Proportional Rep
resentation—48,868 for, and 34,128 against it;

a favoring majority of 14,740. (Robert Tyson
of Toronto, Canada, speaks of this amendment

as “providing for the Single Vote in present mul
tiple electoral districts, permitting the enactment
of laws for preferential vote in electing Single
Officers, and permitting the enactment of Pro

portional Representation. This great step in ad
vance we owe to the Initiative and Referendum.”)

(Proposed by initiative petition.)

10. A law against corrupt practices, and lim
iting expenditures in elections—54,042 for, and

proposition carried in ten counties, and lost in

23.) The vote for the measure was 44 less this
year than it was in 1906. (Proposed by initiative
petition.)
6.

An amendment to the constitution so as to

allow towns to regulate the liquor trade within
their limits independently of the State laws—
39,442 for, and 52,346 against it; an adverse ma

jority of 12,904.

(Proposed by initiative peti

tion.)

7. A proposed constitutional amendment in
the nature of the Single Tax, exempting certain
improvements from taxation—32,066 for, and
60.871 against it: an adverse majority of 28,805.

(Proposed by initiative petition.)
JAMES P. CADMAN.

31,301 against it; a favoring majority of 22,741.
(Proposed by initiative petition.)

Treasurer Referendum League of Illinois.
º-

-

11. A law providing that no person shall be
put upon trial save upon indictment by a grand
jury, but district attorneys may amend and cor

--

rect indictments if found

HOW VACANT LOT GARDENING CAN

to be

faulty by the

Editorial correspondence

court–52,214 for, and 28,487 against it; a favor

BE STARTED.

ing majority of 23,727. (Proposed by initiative

Buffalo, N. Y., June 27.—Upon a suggestion made
by Bolton Hall in February, that vacant lot garden

petition.)

12. A law creating the new county of Hood
River 43,948 for, and 26,778 against it; a favor

ing majority of 17,170. (Proposed by initiative
petition.)
Defeated Propositions.

On the seven defeated propositions the vote
stood as follows:

1. The proposition to amend the constitution

ing be undertaken in Buffalo, the writer sent an

open letter to the papers, calling the attention of
the Charity Organization Society to that method of
helping the poor to help themselves. The next day
Frederic Almy, secretary of the Charity Organiza
tion Society, called upon me, and suggested that
some steps be taken to organize a movement to that
end, in which he would take part. A meeting of less than a dozen decided to organize the People's

Gardens Association.

A committee called upon the

July 24, 1968.
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mayor a number of times, asking him to recom
mend an appropriation (authorized by a legislative
act in 1896) of $3,000. An appropriation of that

ment at present, and for confidence in early and tri
umphant success in the future, makes the following
declaration of principles and pledges their enactment

amount was made, but was cut out of the estimates
by the mayor in his desire to reduce the tax rate.

into law when placed in power:

Then a provision was made that from $2,000 to
$2,500 be utilized from the Poor Department Funds,
for vacant lot gardening. This was not accom
plished without effort, and the delay incident to per
Suading the city to finance the work, carried it into

States of an amendment to the Federal Constitution

May before a beginning could be made.

We were fortunate in securing the services as
superintendent of Chas. F. Michael.
Our association had by this time secured all the

land needed, and that the best garden land around
here. The city funds have cared for 373 plots of
one-third of an acre each for plowing, harrowing
and preparing the land, and giving two bushels of
potatoes and 1 qt. beans to each cultivator. An ap
peal was made on June 20 for funds to add one

1. The submission by Congress to the several
prohibiting the manufacture, sale, importation, expor
tation, or transportation of alcoholic liquors for bev
erage purposes.

2. The immediate prohibition of the liquor traffic
for beverage purposes in the District of Columbia, in
the Territories, and all places over which the national
government has jurisdiction; the repeal of the in
ternal revenue tax on alcoholic liquors and the pro
hibition of interstate traffic therein.

3. The election of United States senators by direct
vote of the people.

4.

Equitable graduated income and inheritance

taxes.

hundred families. Money is coming in, but owing
to lateness of our start we have decided to put in

5. The establishment of postal savings banks, and
the guaranty of deposits in banks.
6. The regulation of all corporations doing an in

only

terstate commerce business.

forty

more,

and

furnish

with enough paid assistance

the

superintendent

to make

the

plots

already begun yield a good return.

The Charity Organization Society has done good
work, realizing the practical value of vacant lot
gardens.
In some cases they have provided the
more

unfortunate

ones the additional seed

needed

beyond the amount furnished by the city and our
association, as well as other assistance of value to
the WOrk.

JOHN SHILLADY.
President The People's Gardens Asso.

7. The creation of permanent tariff commissions.
8. The strict enforcement of law, instead of official
tolerance and practical license of the social evil
which prevails in many of our cities, with its un
speakable traffiic in girls.

9. Uniform marriage and divorce laws.
10. An equitable and constitutional employers' lia
bility act.

11. Court review of postoffice department decisions.
12. The prohibition of child labor in mines, work
shops, and factories.

13. Legislation basing suffrage only upon intelli
gence and ability to read and write the English lan

NEWS NARRATIVE
To use the reference figures of this Department for

guage.

14. The preservation of the mineral and forest re
sources of the country, and the improvement of the

obtaining continuous news narratives:

highways and waterways.

Observe the reference figures in any article; turn back to the page
they indicate and find there the next preceding article on the same

the final triumph of our principles, and convinced of

Believing in the righteousness of our cause and in

subject; observe the reference figures in that article, and turn back

as before; continue until you come to the earliest article on the sub

the unwillingness of the Republican and Democratic

ject; then retrace your course through the indicated pages, reading

parties to deal with these issues, we invite to full
party fellowship all citizens who are with us agreed.

each article in chronological order, and you will have a continuous
news narrative of the subject from its historical beginnings to date.

*H

+

Week ending Tuesday, July 21, 1908.

The Democratic Attitude Toward Campaign Contri
butions.
The Prohibition Convention.

At an executive session of the National Demo

The fifth national political convention of the
year, and the tenth national convention of the
Prohibition party, assembled on the 15th at Co
lumbus, Ohio. Robert H. Patton of Springfield,
Ill., was temporary chairman, and Charles Scan
lon of Pennsylvania was permanent chairman.
On the 16th the convention adopted a concise but
comprehensive platform, and nominated Eugene
W. Chafin, a lawyer of Chicago, for President,
and Professor Aaron S. Watkins, of Ada, Ohio,
for Vice-President. The platform reads as fol
lows:

cratic committee at Mr. Bryan's home in Lin
coln on the 14th, Mr. Bryan requested that the
plank of the Democratic platform relative to cam
paign contributions (p. 366) be put into imme
diate operation. This was done by the adoption
by the committee of the following resolution:
Resolved, That the Democratic national committee,
in pursuance of the pledge given in the national plat
form recently adopted at Denver, announces that it
will accept no contributions whatever from corpora
tions; that it will accept no individual contributions
above $10,000, and that it will make publication be

The Prohibition party of the United States assem

fore the election of all individual contributions above

bled in convention at Columbus, Ohio, July 15, 16,
1908, expressing gratitude to Almighty God for the
victories of our principles in the past, for encourage

$100, contributions received before Oct. 15 being
published on or before that date, and contributions
received after that date being published upon date

ii
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upon which they are received; and that no contribu

tions over $100 shall be accepted within three days

New York from Europe on the 25th, and to leave
at once for Chicago, to preside at the convention.

of the election.

+

+

Mr. Bryan made his first speech of the cam
paign at his home, on the 17th, to a delegation
of union labor men, from the Central Labor Un
ion of Lincoln. He will be officially notified of
his nomination for the Presidency at his home on
August 12.
+

+

Political Declaration From the Anti-Imperialist League.

The national Anti-Imperialist League has is
sued through its executive committee the follow
ing statement of political principle, and recom

mendations for political action:
We believe in the Declaration of Independence. Its
truths, not less self-evident today than when first
announced by our fathers, are of universal applica
tion, and cannot be abandoned while government by
the people endures.
We believe in the Constitution of the United States.
it gives the President and Congress certain limited
powers, and Secures to every man within the juris
diction of our government certain essential rights.
We deny that either the President or Congress can
govern any person anywhere outside the Constitution.
Because we thus believe, we recommend our friends
and fellow-citizens to withhold their votes from Mr.

Taft, who stands upon the Republican platform which
denies independence to the Philippine Islands and

looks to local “home rule” as the only goal to be
attained.

So long as these islands are held as possessions in
defiance of the principles of the Declaration of Inde
pendence and without Constitutional authority, the

United States is pledged to the tremendous task of
fortifying them and of their defense in time of war,
while they remain a continued menace to American
labor and American industry.

Though other ways of opposing the attitude of Mr.
Taft may be welcomed, it is obvious that direct sup
port of Mr. Bryan is an effective means of rebuking
imperialism, because of his sincerity and his earnest
purpose to secure to the Filipinos their independence,
and because he stands upon a platform which meets,
on this vital issue, our unqualified approval.
We recommend to our members and to the mem

bers of allied leagues and to our friends generally
that they, preserving the independence of the move

Newspaper reports from New York assert that
a large number of the Independence League men
of Brooklyn, including C. Augustus Haviland,
chairman of the county committee of the League,
have declared for Bryan, among them: Robert
Stewart, Chas. Frederic Adams, Joseph A. Mc
Ginnis, Durbin B. Van Vleck, John J. Clancy,
Francis X. Carmody, Gustave W. Thompson,

Thomas F. Magner, Philip N. Cassidy and Wal
ter Burchell.

Former Sheriff Michael J. Flah

erty, who is credited with great influence among
the Independent voters, though he is not a mem
ber of the League, is reported also as an ardent
Bryanite. The tenth Assembly district Independ
ence League, in Brooklyn, has passed resolutions
endorsing Bryan. According to the New York
World the Independence League of Herkimer
county in that State has passed a resolution to
support Bryan, and the State and local Demo
cratic tickets.
+

+

A Free Speech Victory.

The free speech fight of the socialists in Los
Angeles (vol. x, p. 1163) was won on the 20th,
when the city council repealed the ordinance un
der which the socialist speakers have been sent to
jail, and ordered the release of the fifty socialists
then in the jail for violating the ordinance. The
repeal was not accomplished without a measure
of at least moral coercion.

A thousand socialists

marched on the city hall, and made demands that
the council seems to have thought it best to com
ply with.
+
Cleveland Traction.

+
-

During the past week the press of the country
has exploited the idea that the three-cent fare sys
tem in Cleveland is a failure. Careful reading
of the items revealed, not that it is a failure, but
that it is going to be a failure. Examination of the
reports of the Municipal Traction Company, as

given in the Cleveland papers, prove the progress,

ment, take the most active part in the pending politi

however, to be very encouraging. According to

cal campaign, and in particular in their respective

The Press of the 16th, “three-cent fare receipts

districts vote and work for the candidates for Con

gress who will oppose the policy of imperialism.
ANTI-IMPERIALIST LEAGUE,
per Executive Committee,
ERVING WIN SLOW, Secretary.

Boston, July 16, 1908.
+

+

for June were $409,210.25. This is an improve
ment in receipts over May of $53,367.82. In May
—the strike month—receipts were $355,843.13.
June has one less day than May, and one-thirtieth
should be added to the June figures to get a com
parison for the same number of days as May. Ope
ration for June shows a deficit on which the com

National Convention of the Independence Party.

The Independence Party (p. 199) formerly the

pany has not yet compiled final figures. It is esti

Independence League, has called its national con

mated as high as $25,000, owing to strike expense
bills which were paid in June. The May deficit

vention to meet at Chicago, in Orchestra Hall,
July 27. Mr. Hearst is scheduled to arrive in

was $54,916.74. Despite the continued deficit the

company will abolish the charge for penny trans

July 24, 1908.
-
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fers July 28. If the deficit continues, various di
rectors intimate the transfer charge will be re
sumed later, and the straight rate of fare contin
ued at 3 cents.

President du Pont is confident in

any case in the ultimate profit of a three-cent fare
with universal transfers.

He even believes that

when the company asks for renewal rights in ten
years, a proper fare will be lower than three cents
with universal transfers. The growth of the city
and improvements, in the shape of prepay cars,
he thinks will make this possible.
•K.

+
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A Nation’s Memorial to Its Adversary's Dead.

A monument erected by the Japanese on the
field where 14,670 Russians lie buried, was un
veiled on the 10th at Port Arthur.

It was the

last chapter of the Russo-Japanese war (vol. x, p.
60), and at the close of the impressive ceremonies
both the Emperor of Russia and the Emperor of
Japan were cheered. Gen. Nogi, commander in
chief of the Japanese forces during the great
siege, in an address at the unveiling declared the
monument was raised by the conquerors as fulfill
ing the request of Gen. Stoessel made at the time
the latter's forces gave up the fight. Nogi praised
the defeated commander and expressed his sorrow
that the latter could not be present at the cere

Turkey Faces Revolt.

The “Young Turkey” movement has acquired
mony.

control of the third corps of the Turkish army,
stationed in the western provinces of Turkey in
Europe, and seven thousand soldiers are on the
verge of open revolt. It is reported that threats
are made that if officers who have been arrested

and are awaiting court martial for co-operating
with the movement, are not liberated, the army
will march to Constantinople and demand the
re-establishment of the constitution.

The Sultan

is furious and frightened, but vacillates as to ac
tion. At Monastir, the center of the movement,
on the 17th, Osman Pasha, who won fame in the
Russo-Turkish war of the late seventies by his de
fense of Plevna against the Russians, was as
sassinated by one of the officers connected with
the “Young Turkey” movement.
+

+

+

+

An Epoch-Marking Procession.

The woman suffrage procession in London on
June 13, in which delegations of women suf
fragists from all over the world took part, was
of so remarkable a character that the cable dis

patches (p. 27.5) need supplementing from the
fuller mail reports.

The Woman's Journal con

º;
-

denses from the English papers this description
of the banners, which were of extraordinary
beauty:
-

*

First came the great banner of the National Union
of Women's Suffrage Societies, with its motto, “The
franchise the keystone of our liberty.” The Woman's
Freedom League had a large banner of orange silk
bordered with broad arrows in black velvet, bearing

a picture of Hollaway Gaol, with the line, “Stone

-

Capital Punishment in Russia.

The wholesale executions reported constantly
from Russia, and so terribly denounced by the
aged Tolstoy in his letter in the London Chron
icle of July 14, published in part elsewhere in
this Public, persistently raise the question of how
these things can happen in a country whose laws
do not permit capital punishment. Paul Milyou
kov, leader of the Constitutional Democrats, an
swers to this question, that the executions take
place, not under ordinary criminal law, but under
martial law. The Chicago Record-Herald quotes
him as stating that—“This is the most atrocious
practice of the military courts. The government
itself avows that the political movement has sub
sided, still it carries on this criminal, atrocious
practice. As soon as a city is placed under mar
tial law a man may be executed there for the
slightest crime. He is turned over to the military

court, where he has not the slightest opportunity
to defend himself, and he is executed.” The Lon
don Labor Leader says that from 1842 to 1904
the average number of executions is given as 15;

whilst in 1907 the death sentences for the year

walls do not a prison make.” This floated over the
ex-prisoners, who were warmly cheered. East Anglia,
the home of Mrs. Fawcett, was represented by the
banner of St. Edmund, and the words “Non Angeli

sed Angli”—Not Angels, but English, a reversal of
the classical quotation. The motto on the banner
of the women from Fleet in Hampshire was “Delay
of justice is injustice.” “In Deo fidemus,” said the
women of Brighton; “Be just and fear not,” the
women of Cheltenham; and the Haslemere and Hind
head delegates advanced beneath a magnificent ban
ner made hy local art-weavers, bearing the words:
Weaving fair and weaving free
England's web of destiny.

“North Herts Undaunted,” “Leeds

for

Liberty,”

“Liverpool Women Demand the Vote”—these were

some of the words which the spectators read. “Right
is Might,” said Warwick and Leamington; “What
concerns all should have the consent of all,” was the
motto of Sevenoaks. Worcester's banner was a com
ment on the recent election petition: “No taxation

without representation. Women paid 31%d. extra rate
for Expenses of Election Commission.” (When any
of the male voters at a Parliamentary election are
guilty of bribery, an Election Commission comes to
the town and sits on the case, and all the local tax

payers, including the women, have to pay the ex
penses.) The fabled bird, “the liver,” was rampant

had reached the enormous total of 1,692, of which

On the Liverpool banner;

748 were carried out.

terrible dragon. The Women Gardeners had a sym
bolical banner of green and brown, typifying the

And the executions for the

present year are on a similar scale.

and Cardiff flaunted its

2
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verdure of fruitful growth and the brown earth, with
a device of a rake and a spade. From Keswick came
a trophy with an exquisitely painted view of Derwent
Water. The Holborn deputation was headed by a
picture of some of the ancient shops opposite Hol
born-bars, and the words “The old order changeth.”
One flag which attracted much attention was car
ried in front of the Dunfermline deputation. On a
yellow ground was the representation of a portcullis,
and beneath the inscription, “Black Agnes of Dun
bar,” were the lines describing the defense of Dun
bar Castle by the Countess of March, nearly six cen

ously called Scriveners) walked Miss Elizabeth Rob
ins, Mrs. Flora Annie Steele, Miss Beatrice Harra

turies ago:

formidable display. In this section walked Lady
Grove, with a crimson sash over her green dress, and

Came they early, came they late,
They found Black Agnes at the gate.

Stratford-on-Avon bore the motto, “To be or not
to be;” Manchester, “Now or never.” The flag of
the National Union of Women Workers bore the
words: “Home is Woman’s Castle. The Housing
question will not be solved till Women have Votes.”
The Ethical Societies carried a blue and silver ban

ner with a motto from Emerson, “Hitch your Wagon
to a Star.” The Fabian Society's flag proclaimed
“Equal Opportunities for Men and Women.” The
Artists' Suffrage League and the Artists' League Al
liance had a beautiful banner with the inscription,
“Alliance, not Defiance.” The Women's Co-oper
ative Guild bore the buoyant motto, “Of whole heart
cometh hope.” The brigade of “Home-Makers” car
ried the touching motto, “Remember the Homeless,

den, Mrs. Thomas Hardy, Sarah Grand, Mrs. Israel
Zangwill, Mrs. Ayrton, Miss Evelyn Sharp, Mrs. T. -

P. O'Connor, Mrs. Alice Meynell, Miss May Sinclair,
Miss Cicely Hamilton, Mrs. Madeleine Lucette Ryley,
Miss Gertrude Kingston and Lady Henry Somerset.
They were enthusiastically cheered. Mrs. Fawcett's
daughter Philippa, who took rank at Cambridge Uni
versity “above the Senior Wrangler,” walked in the
education section.

The Women Teachers’ Union was

represented, of course. The Women Liberals made a

Mrs. Eva McLaren. They were followed by Conserva

tive and Unionist women, led by Lady Knightley of
Fawley, who is prominent in the Primrose League,
Lady Onslow, Lady de la Warr and Mrs. Alfred Lyt
telton. Among the carriages was a coach carrying
prominent members of the National Women's Social
and Political Union, with a flag bearing, “Salutation
and greeting; success to the cause.” Three hundred
members of the Browning Society marched in the
procession.
+

According to the London Chronicle:
Probably the great array of women in academic

The banner of the shorthand

robes was that which most impressed the men ob
servers who understood its meaning. Here were
hundreds of learned women, doctors of science and

writers and typists was inscribed “Speed on: fight

medicine, graduates in arts, who had proved their

on.” “The Office” was the inscription of a banner
adorned with three black crows bearing quills on a

intellectual gifts and came to testify by their pres
ence that in mental capacity and intelligence they
are at least man's equal. Behind the beautiful ban
ner of Medicine hundreds of women doctors were
assembled;
the
graduates
of
London
Uni
versity numbered many who wore the brilliant
scarlet robes of the doctorate; the Cambridge Alum
nae carried a light blue banner with the inscription:
“Better is wisdom than weapons of war.” Graduates

and Demand Votes.”

gold ground, which introduced the business women,
and a merry lot of girls they were. “The Scriven

ers” all wore scarlet and white badges, transfixed
with quills, and their banner consisted of a replica of
the Old Scriveners' Arms—a black eagle holding an
inkstand in its beak, with the words “Litera scripta
manet.”

On nearly a hundred banners appeared the names
of famous women.

They included Joan of Arc, St.

Teresa of Spain, St. Catherine of Siena with lily and
crown, Josephine Butler, Elizabeth Fry, Queen Vic
toria, Charlotte and Emily Bronte, Elizabeth Barrett
Browning, George Eliot, Queen Vashti, typifying
self-respect with veil and crown, Jane Austen, Mary
Wollstonecraft, Mary Kingsley and Madame Curie.

and students of other seats of learning were grouped
beneath the banners of Universities of the United
Kingdom; the Suffrage Society of Somerville Col

lege, Oxford, the Women Graduates of Manchester,
and the Lady Margaret Hall Suffrage Society had

their own banners. This, indeed, was a gathering of
the talents.

-

sº-º-º-º:

A banner with the name of Sarah Siddons was car

ried by the actresses.

The Jenny Lind bannerette

News Notes

was carried by her daughter, Mrs. Raymond Maude,
among the contingent of musicians. The Florence
Nightingale banner was followed by 500 trained
nurses in their picturesque uniforms. The women
doctors were headed by Dr. Garrett Anderson, and
had a banner with the Goddess Hygeia and a big one
bearing the word “Medicine,” and the picture of a
serpent. Dr. Garrett Anderson's daughter, who is a
doctor also, marched with her. Australia sent a
handsome banner showing young Australia appealing
to Britannia to “Trust the women, Mother, as I have

—Quebec's tercentenary celebration (p. 370) was
opened on the 19th.
—The Marquis Katsura, as was expected (p. 350),
has become the new premier of Japan. He announces

done.”

assembly district.
+

The personnel of the procession was most im
pressive.

The Woman's Journal continues:

In the Section of the writers and dramatists (curi

—The Atlantic-Pacific fleet (p. 270) arrived at Hon
olulu on the 16th.

a peace policy.

—J. G. Phelps Stokes has been nominated for as
semblyman by the socialists of the New York eighth
—Fighting, and the storming of an outlaws' town,
were reported from the Philippine Island of Minda

nao on the 14th (p. 84).
—The first American national congress of Esper
-
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of a series of afternoon meetings was held at Cres
cent Park, a leading shore resort on Narragansett
Bay. The speakers were ex-Governor Garvin, George
D. Liddell, secretary of the association, and David
S. Fraser. Single taxers expecting to visit Rhode
Island, or to pass through Providence, are requested
to notify Colonel Liddell at Providence.

antists was opened at Chautauqua, N. Y., on the 20th,
with Mr. Esmond Privat presiding. The congress is
to sit until the 25th.
—Threatened
revolutions in Central America
(p. 371) have caused President Roosevelt to order

that the gunboats Vicksburg and Princeton proceed
with all possible dispatch from the Pacific Coast
around the Horn to the Caribbean sea.

second reading in the Lords on the 20th, by 123 votes,

—The scoring for the Olympic games now coming
off in London (p. 371) is to include various Summer
sports, without as well as within the stadium, up to
October 19, such as yachting, and also winter sports
to come off still later, so that it will be the end of

to 16. Its final passage is regarded as assured.

the year before the final awards can be made. The

—The old age pensions bill of the English govern
ment (p 157) passed its third reading in the House
of Commons on the 9th, by 315 votes, to 10; and its

international contestants are naturally practically
confined to the contests in the stadium during the

—To drink intoxicating liquor from one's own flask

while on a passenger train, either in public or in pri

coming month. In these the United Kingdom, includ
ing Canada and Australia, had won by the 20th 56
points, the United States 46, Sweden 12 and other

vate, is forbidden in Louisiana by a law passed by
the last legislature, which went into effect on the

20th.

The law does not apply to stimulants taken

countries still fewer.

*

with meals in a regular dining car.

—The American Aerial Navigation Company, with
rights in the United States, Canada and Mexico, is

—The St. Louis National Prosperity Association
(p. 339) has issued another cry after prosperity en
titled, “Back to the Full Dinner Pail and Regular

being organized for incorporation. The promoters,
among whom is Charles J. Glidden, the telephone and

Dividends.”

automobile expert, expect to open regular aerial trans

previous agitation on the part of the Association:
“Business activity has been accelerated. There are

The claim is made that as results of

portation lines between New York and Boston, as

expressions of confidence everywhere. There is less
their first venture.

—The Persian Nationalists at Tabriz (p. 369) seem
to have met with some success in driving back the

reckless agitation against industrial interests.” The
Association reports specifically that “thirty days after
we had begun our work the spirit of encouragement

Shah's Cossacks, and reports of their strength are
causing the Nationalist spirit to revive in Teheran.

had developed such strength locally that between 17,
000 and 20,000 men were present to work in the in

This has aroused the reactionaries, who are actively

dustries and commercial establishments of St. Louis
and in suburbs, and orders for $5,000,000 worth of
goods to increase stocks were given.”

at work among the populace getting signatures to
petitions asking the Shah to abrogate the constitu
tion.

—The Chicago Women's Trade Union League is
—An extraordinary ruling was made in the Wil
mington, Del., Municipal Court, by Judge Cochran, on

Workers' Union. Laundry workers are mostly women

the 16th, according to press dispatches. 'Judge Coch

or young girls, newly arrived immigrants often drift.

ran is said to have directed that Negro witnesses

giving an entertainment on behalf of the Laundry

or

ing into this work. Long hours, low pay, dangerous
machinery and insanitary conditions are very frequent

“Miss”; and a witness who inadvertently forgot the
order was fined five dollars and costs for calling a

be made known to gain public support for the laun

should not refer to Negroes as “Mr.,”

“Mrs.”

in this trade.

It is felt that these facts only need to

colored woman “Mrs. Archer.”

dry workers' efforts to improve their conditions. The
—The trial of Steve Adams (vol. x., p. 828) at
Grand Junction, Colo., for the murder of Arthur L.
Collins, superintendent of the Smuggler-Union mine
at Telluride, resulted in acquittal on the 15th. Ad
ams was not re-arrested on any other charge, and it
is said is not likely to be tried for any other of the
crimes he is alleged to have committed in Colorado,

entertainment will be held in the Drill Hall of the
Masonic Temple at 8 o'clock on Saturday, July 25.
The star attraction will be Mme. Felicia Romanow

as it is not believed that a conviction could be se

be given over to dancing.

ska, late court singer at the court of Würtemberg,
Germany, who is coming from Buffalo especially for
this occasion.

Mrs. Raymond Robins will make a

short address, and the remainder of the evening will

cured.

—What is being done for the unemployed in Eu
ropean countries, is the subject of a recent bulletin

—Samuel Gompers, president of the American Fed
eration of Labor, Frank Morrison, secretary, and
John Mitchell of the executive council, have been

of the Department of Commerce and Labor. In an
nouncing the results of the investigation the De
partment states that “the principal agency every

cited to appear in the District of Columbia Supreme
court on September 8, to show cause why they should
not be punished for contempt of the court's injunc

where for dealing with the employable is the em
ployment bureau, both private and public, but col

tive order. The citation is based on a petition of the

onization and various efforts to get men ‘back to

the land' in their home countries are also impor
tant.”

—Since early in June the Rhode Island Tax Re

form Association (vol. x., p. 1188; vol. xi., p. 253)
has been holding open air meetings nightly in the

city of Providence. On Saturday, July 11, the first

Buck Stove and Range company of St. Louis (vol. X.,
p. 902), which alleges that an order issued by Justice
Gould forbidding an alleged boycott by the American
Federation of Labor, has been violated by the public
utterances and addresses of the three labor leaders
named. It also is stated that Gompers caused to be

published in The Federationist, the official organ

of

the Federation, a certain article reflecting on the

5
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court's decision, and in alleged open defiance printed
the name of the Buck Stove and Range Company in
the “We don't patronize” list.
in the northern provinces of Mexico (p. 324), are re

are therefore prevented from serving us with any
greater wisdom than our own, and whose service is
thence necessarily contaminated by our ignorance
and weakness. Rather they are those who are wiser
and better than we, and who serve us with their

ceiving stern treatment at the hands of the Mexican

wisdom and their love.

government whenever they are caught. The New
York Herald learns through Galveston that fifty men
charged with having taken up arms against the gov
ernment, and of having incited and participated in

Wanted:

—The bandits or revolutionists of the recent raids

riots and robberies, have been sentenced to be shot.
Moreover, since the military must make a showing

and the real fighters have largely escaped, the author
ities are hauling in so-called “sympathizers,” many
of them ignorant peons, and many undoubtedly inno
cent; and nearly a hundred of these poor wretches
have been convicted of aiding and feeding criminals
and fugitives from justice, and sentenced to terms
of ten, fifteen and twenty years in the salt mines,

which is accepted as life condemnations, for none can
survive these terms at hard labor in the mines.

+

*

+

A Man Plank.

The Detroit Informer (Negro), July 18.-Much is
being said in Republican circles, and especially by
the Administration Negro press, about the absence
of a “Negro plank” in the Democratic platform.
There is no valid reason why there should be a

special plank for Negroes in any political platform,
and as for us we want none of it. All we ask any
political party to do is to lay down wholesome doc
trine for legal enactment by that party, if returned

to power, for all citizens alike, and if that is done,
and honest courts and officials administer those laws,
we will simply take that which belongs to us, along
with all citizens in common. We want the laws to

affect all alike, “not because we are Negroes, but
because we are men.”

PRESS OPINIONS

+

+

A Vice-President is a Possible President.

Mr. Bryan's Personality.
Puck (New York), July 8.-Whether Mr. Taft is
elected or not, Puck wishes him a long life.
In

The (Boston) Congregationalist (rel.), July 18.

Mr. Bryan we have known for the twelve years of his

the event of his election the citizens of these United

domination of the Democratic party.

We spoke last

States should pray for his continued existence. Sher

week of his resources of power and charm.

man President!

added to our knowledge of his character by his com

God preserve us from that!
+

-

+

Hard Times and High Prices.
(Chicago) Inter Ocean (Rep.), July 17.—Demand
for transportation having declined, certain railway
managers wish to increase prices of it. They ap
pear to believe that consumption of what they have
to sell may be stimulated by making it more difficult
to buy.
+
+

He has

plete control of the Denver convention. His enemies
have been ruthlessly suppressed. He has personally
conducted the platform making. The delegates have
stopped at his home to pay their homage on their
way to Denver. He and he only must be held re
sponsible for all the acts of the convention. What
ever tribute a thousand delegates and their attendant
friends could pay, has been his. He stands out as
one of the most masterful figures in American poli
tics.

+

+

The Trend Toward Public Ownership.
Police and Fire Dispatch
London is feeling restive

(Chicago), July 11–
in regard to the ex

No Precedents.

its citizens have been forced to pay, and is now

The (Bloomington, Ill.) Daily Bulletin (Dem.), July
17.-Mr. Bryan proposes to conduct the Democratic
campaign in the matter of funds, in a strikingly novel

in a state of rebellion

manner.

cessive charges for electric light and current that
against the electric light

For the first time in American history, the

a

source of campaign money and the amount of indi

“trust,” so as to dictate terms to the whole city.

vidual donations are called in question. Nothing so
remarkable was ever heard of with the exception of

monopolies,

which

were

threatening

to

form

The London County Council proposes to construct a
plant, at the cost of $20,000,000, which will supply
electricity over an area of 451 square miles. Evi
dently municipal ownership in Great Britain is not
dying out very rapidly, as the public would be led to
believe by the trust press.

the case of the preachers who refused to accept
money from Rockefeller for their college work. To

day Bryan made an appeal to farmers for contribu
tions on the ground that they of all other people re
ceive no benefit whatever but are among the victims

of special privilege enjoyed by the great corporations.
+

+

All of these things are without precedent as were

The Function of Service.

practically all of the ideas which Mr. Bryan has ad

The (Elkhart, Ind.) Secular Church, July.—Few
people understand what being a servant is.
We

vanced within the past twelve years and which have

are so accustomed to think of him as one who re
ceives orders that we are unable to conceive of him
except as in external subjection to his master. But
the truest servants, those from whom we receive

the greatest service, are not those who obey us, who

finally become adopted as majority opinion.
+

+.

The Character of the Opposition to Bryan.
(San Francisco) Star (dem. Dem.), July 11.
Bryan is the only man in history who, having been
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twice defeated for the highest office in his country,
has received a third nomination.

There is no doubt

that he was defeated in 1896 by fraud and the cor
rupt use of money contributed by special privilege

RELATED THINGS
CONTRIBUTIONS AND REPRINT

corporations, nor is there much less doubt that he
was defeated in the same way in 1900. That is
the view that is becoming as well fixed in the Amer
ican mind as that Tilden

THE ONLY ETERNAL.

was robbed of the Presi

dency in 1876. Bryan's political faith may be sum
He believes in public
med up in the sentence:
ownership of government, and has devoted his life
to that end. He sees that the people do not con
trol their own government. He sees that it is con
trolled by the owners of special privileges, and that
they control it by the corrupt use of money unjustly
taken from the people by the power of taxation, with

For The Public.
I die, said the dethroned god.

I die, said the expiring empire.
I die, said the old code of morals.
But out of these dead things I grow and live forever,
said Love, the Eternal.
JOSEPH DANA MILL., R.
+

out representation, possessed by the owners of pri

+

+

vate monopoly. It is said, and will be said during
this campaign, that Bryan is opposed in his own par

POPULAR GOVERNMENT DAWNS.

ty. He is, thank God, opposed by such men as Ryan
and Belmont and Murphy of New York, Guffey of
Pennsylvania, Jim Hill of the Great Northern and

Lincoln Steffens in Cleveland Press of July 13. Copy
righted by Newspaper Enterprise Association.
Reprinted by Courteous Permission of

Northern Pacific and Burlington railroads, and by
every other man who, calling himself a Democrat,
stands for and with special privilege. The element

Now that the conventions of the two old par

in the Democratic party that opposes Bryan is the

same element that in the Republican party controls
the United States Senate and the House of Repre
sentatives, and that so completely controlled the con

º

the Association.

.

ties have adjourned, I should like briefly to sum
marize my observations and to see what answers
were obtained to the question I raised in ad

-

Vance :
vention

that nominated Mr. Taft.

The element in

the Democratic party that tried to defeat Bryan and
tried to frame a Republican platform at Denver is

the same element that now straddles and guides
the Republican elephant with its two distinguished
passengers—Taft and Sherman. The men in the Dem
ocratic party that oppose Bryan are of the same
kind as the men who nominated Sherman because

of his willing obedience to the orders of Speaker
Cannon.

First and most important, I think the Ameri

can people are to be congratulated on having de
veloped a public opinion. They dominated both
conventions and wielded a power which
should be too jealous ever to yield.

they

By thinking for themselves and expressing
their thoughts, man to man, among their neigh
car
bors, they gave their delegates something to little
ry. That something was vague. It was

+

+

more than a general demand, but since it was a
Tolstoy on “Strong-Handed” Reform.

demand it counted.

-

Chicago Record-Herald, July 16.-Count Tolstoy's
vehement assault on “government by execution,” on
drumhead courts, summary trials and savage repri

sals, will doubtless be overlooked by the govern
ment as his previous arraignments were overlooked.
He is too old, too famous, too “passive” to be prose

The thing to do next is to keep on thinking,
talking, demanding, to the end that four years
only with
assemble,
will the
the delegates
hence
of
particulars
explicit not
but with
an impression,
the people's demands.

cuted. His desire to suffer imprisonment and mar
tyrdom in his last days is not likely to be gratified.

Second, leaders, not bosses, controlled both
conventions, and these leaders were able to dic

But the organ of the premier, whose policy of
“strong-handed reform” Tolstoy is thus denouncing
as brutal and intolerable, will probably take notice
of the philippic and repeat, for the fiftieth time, that
while legal agitation for improvement is proper, ter
rorist deeds and methods, whether resorted to by
students and intellectuals or by hooligans and other
low criminals, must be suppressed with an iron will

tate the terms because they were supposed to voice
that same public opinion.
It would be better to have the delegates speak
ing for us; that would be more representative,

more democratic, and that can be achieved by
greater activity at the primaries and by sending
more independent, more representative men to

and rough hand.

represent you.
+

+

+

Tradition says the first locks were made in Eng

land during the reign of Alfred the Great, but it was
not until civilization had progressed to the middle

The party machines must be made party organ
izations.

-

Third, President Roosevelt and Mr. Bryan, the
two leaders, who wielded the power of public

of the fourteenth century that their use became gen

opinion, both failed, I think, to demand all

eral, and only at the highly civilized period of the
nineteenth century that steel vaults, burglar proof

we wanted, and all that they could have got.

safes and such things became necessary.—Washing.
ton Times.

that

Both are up against machines that have long
represented corruption, and special interests

-
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which have long been what the voters are only

Europe has found a radical minority of great

just learning to be—bipartisan.
So it was hard for the leaders to fight their

service in forcing the old parties, not exactly to

respective parties and they both yielded a great
deal. They did not both yield in the same de
gree, however.
Fourth, Mr. Roosevelt did not ask so much of

the Republican party as Mr. Bryan did of the
Democratic, and he let go more of what he did
ask.

The result is rather fortunate than unfor

tunate for the country as a whole.

pel the old parties to do those things that the peo
ple most strenuously demand.
We may have to have such a third minority

party here, but if we do need it, it will come.
In other words, the situation out of which these
two conventions have come, bears some resem

Fifth, the interests which won at Chicago,
made the Republican party distinctly conserva

tive, and all men who believe that things are
about right as they are have now a party to vote
with. And a very good candidate and a very sane
platform to which to adhere.
Sixth, both the candidates for President are,
beyond doubt, honest men of definite conviction.

Seventh, Taft is a proved and probably an
abler executive than Bryan will be, but he is also
a conservative; sincere, loyal and courageous, but

a stand-patter. His fight will be with dishonesty.
Eighth, Bryan is unproved as an executive and
probably not, in this respect, in the same class
with Taft; but he is a liberal.

represent the people—(that would be democracy,
and we cannot expect to have democracy yet)—
but the minority party over there is able to com

He is much more

liberal than the platform of his party. He would
fight, not only dishonesty, but those privileges
which give some Americans an advantage over
others and out of which arises our political dis
honesty.
Ninth, the candidates for Vice President are

blance to the dawn of popular government in the
United States.
+

+

+

TOLSTOY'S ARRAIGNMENT OF THE
RUSSIAN AUTOCRACY.
Portions of the Letter of Leo Tolstoy to the London
Daily Chronicle of July 15, as Published in the
Chicago Tribune of July 19.

Seven death sentences: two in St. Petersburg,
one in Moscow, two in Penza and two in Riga.
Four executions: two in Kherson, one in Vilna,
one in Odessa.

This is daily reported in every newspaper and
continued, not for weeks, not for months, not for
one year, but for years! And this is Russia, that
same Russia where the people regard every crim

inal as a man to be pitied, and where till quite

office, will have to fight his own party to force it

recently capital punishment was not recognized
by law
I remember how proud I used to be of
that, when talking to western Europeans; but
now for a second and even a third year we have
executions, executions, executions unceasingly |
I take up today’s paper.
Today, the 9th of May, it is something awful.
The paper contains these few words: “Today in
Kherson on the Strelbitsky field [twelve] peas
ants were hanged for an attack made with intent
to rob on a landed proprietor's estate in the Eliza
betgrad district.”
Twelve of those by whose labor we live, the
very men whom we have depraved and are still
depraving by every means in our power—from the
poison of vodka to the terrible falsehood of a creed
we do not ourselves believe in, but impose on
them with all our might—twelve of these men
strangled with cords by those whom they feed and
clothe and house, and who have depraved, and
still continue to deprave them. Twelve hus
bands, fathers, sons, from among those on whose
kindness, industry, and simplicity alone rests the
whole of Russian life, were seized, imprisoned,

to serve us.

and shackled.

unequal. Sherman is plain bad; not only con
servative, but machine made and misrepresenta
tive. Kern is an organization man, but he is a
liberal, and, I hear, really has some ideas.

Tenth, both platforms are below the expecta
tions and demands of public opinion, but, like the
candidates, they differ in different degrees.

The

Republican promises are so reactionary as to be
conservative; the Democratic pledges are moder
ate but liberal. The two platforms do little more,

but they do indicate a division of parties such as
we long have needed and lacked.

Eleventh, the two conventions, in all ways, tick
ets, platforms, spirit, conduct and manners,

showed the beginnings of two parties, one back
ward leaning, the other forward; one conserva

tive, the other progressive. That will give us, as
voters, a chance to divide naturally among our
selves and, in emergencies, a choice.
Twelfth, both the old machines remain : both

are corrupt and reactionary, and either leader, in
For both, of course, will want to go

back on the little they have promised.
need not worry very much over that.

But we

For—

Thirteenth, if the people will only continue to
watch, think, talk and act, public opinion will
continue to compel obedience, or—the develop
ment of a third and a radical party.

-

Then their hands were tied behind

their backs, lest they should seize the ropes by
which they would be hanged, and they were led
to the gallows.
Several peasants similar to those who are about
to be hanged, but armed, dressed in clean sol
diers' uniforms, with good boots on their feet,
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and with guns in their hands, accompany the
condemned men.

Beside them walks a long

haired man wearing a stole and vestments of gold
or silver cloth and bearing a cross. The proces
sion stops. The manager of the whole business
says something; the secretary reads a paper, and
when the paper has been read the long haired
man, addressing those whom other people are
about to strangle with cords, says something about
God and Christ. Immediately after these words
the hangmen (there are several, for one man
could not manage so complicated a business) dis

solve some soap, and, having soaped the loops
in the cords, that they may tighten better, seize
the shackled men, put shrouds on them, lead them
to a scaffold, and place the well soaped nooses
around their necks.

And then, one after another, living men are
pushed off the benches, which are drawn from
under their feet, and by their own weight sud
denly tighten the nooses around their necks and
are painfully strangled. Men alive a minute be
fore become corpses dangling from a rope, at
first slowly swinging, and then resting motion
leSS. ::

:::

::

::

:k

:::

:::

::

Of executions, hangings, murders, and bombs
people now write and speak as they used to speak
about the weather. Children play at hangings.
Lads from the high schools, who are almost chil
dren, go out on expropriating expeditions, ready
to kill, just as they used to go out hunting. To
kill off the large landed proprietors in order to
seize their estates, appears now to many people
to be the best solution of the land question.
In general, thanks to the activity of the gov
ernment, which has allowed killing as a means
of obtaining its ends, all crimes—robbery, theft,
lies, tortures, and murder—are now considered by
the miserable people, who have been perverted by

the government, to be most natural deeds, proper
to a man.

Yes, awful as are the deeds themselves,
moral, spiritual, unseen evil they produce is
comparably more terrible.
You say you commit all these horrors to
store peace and order.
,
By what means do you restore them? By
fact that you, representatives of a Christian

t

the
in
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You say that this is the only means of pacify
ing the people and quelling the revolution; but
that is evidently false. It is plain that you can
not pacify the people unless you satisfy the de
mand of most elementary justice advanced by

Russia's whole agricultural population, namely,
the demand for the abolition of private property
in land, and refrain from confirming it and in
various ways irritating the peasants as well as
those unbalanced and envenomed people who have
begun a violent struggle with you. You cannot
pacify people by tormeſting them and worrying,
exiling, imprisoning, and hanging women and
children. However hard you may try to stifle
in yourselves the reason and love natural to hu
man beings, you still have them within you and
need only come to your senses and think in order
to see that by acting as you do—that is, by taking
part in such terrible crimes—you not only fail to
cure the disease, but, by driving it inward make
it worse.

This is only too evident. The cause of what is
happening does not lie in physical events, but de
pends entirely on the spiritual mood of the peo
ple, which has changed, and which no efforts can
bring back to its former condition, just as no ef
forts can turn a grown up man into a child again.
Social irritation or tranquillity cannot depend on
whether Peter is alive or hanged or on
whether John lives in Tambof or in penal servi
tude at Nertehinsk.

Social irritation or tran

quillity must depend not on how Peter or John
alone, but how the great majority of the nation
regard their position, and on the attitude of this
majority to the government, to landed property,
to the religion taught them, and on what this
majority consider to be good or bad. The power of
events by no means lies in the material conditions
of life, but in the spiritual condition of the peo
ple. Though you were even to kill and torture a
whole tenth of the Russian nation, the spiritual
condition of the rest could not become such as you
desire.

So that all you are now doing with all your

searchings, spyings, exiling, prisons, penal settle
re
the
au

thority, leaders and teachers approved and en
couraged by the servants of the church, destroy

the last vestige of faith and morality in men by
committing the greatest crimes—lies, perfidy, tor
ture of all sorts, and the last, most awful of

crimes, the one most abhorrent to every human
heart not utterly depraved—not just a murder, a
single murder, but murders innumerable, which

you think to justify by stupid references to such
and such statutes written by yourselves in these
stupid and lying books of yours which you
blasphemously call the law 2

ments, and gallows does not bring the people to
the state you desire, but on the contrary increases
the irritation and destroys all possibility of paci
fication.

“But what is to be done?” you say. .
What is to be done? How are the iniquities that
are now perpetrated to be stopped

The answer is simple: “Cease to do what you
are doing.”
Even if no one knew what ought to be done to
pacify “the people,” the whole people—many peo
ple know well that what is most wanted for the
pacifying of the Russian people is the freeing of
the land from private ownership, just as fifty
years ago what was wanted was to free the peas
ants from serfdom. If no one knew this it would

º
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still be evident that to pacify the people one ought
not to do what but increases its irritation.

Yet

that is just what you are doing.

What you are doing you do not for the people
but for yourselves to retain the position you oc
cupy, a position you erroneously consider advan
tageous, but which is really a most pitiful and
abominable one. So do not say that you do it
for the people; that is not true. All the abomina
tions you do are done for yourselves, for your own
covetous, ambitious, vein, vindictive, personal
ends, in order to continue a little longer in the
depravity in which you live and which seems to
you desirable.
However much you may declare that all you
do is done for the good of the people, men are
beginning more and more to understand you, and
more and more to despise you, and to regard your
measures of restraint and suppression not as you
wish them to be regarded, as the action of some
kind of higher collective being, the government—

Everything now being done in Russia is done
in the name of the general welfare, in the name
of the protection and tranquillity of the inhabi
tants of Russia. For me, therefore, exists the
destitution of the people, deprived of the first,
most natural right of man, the right to use the
land on which he is born ; for me the half mil

lion men torn away from wholesome peasant life,
and dressed in uniforms and taught to kill; for
me that false so-called priesthood, whose chief
duty it is to prevent and conceal true Christian
ity; for me all these transportations of men from
place to place; for me these hundreds of thou
sands of hungry workmen wandering about Rus

-

but as the personal evil deeds of separate evil self
seekers.

Again, you say: “Not we, but the revolution
aries, began all this, and the terrible crimes of
the revolutionaries can only be suppressed by firm
measures (so you call your crimes) on the part
of the government.”
You say the atrocities committed by the revo
lutionaries are terrible. I do not dispute it, but
add that besides being terrible they are also stupid,
and—like your own actions—hit beside the mark.
Yet, however terrible and stupid may be their
actions, all those bombs and tunnelings, and those
revolting murders and thefts of money—still all
these deeds do not come anywhere near the crim
inality and stupidity of the deeds you commit.
-

sia; for me these hundreds of thousands of un

fortunates dying of typhus and scurvy in the for
tresses and prisons which do not suffice for such a
multitude; for me the mothers, wives, and fathers
of the exiles, the prisoners, and those who are
hung, are suffering; for me are these spies and
this bribery; for me the interment of these dozens
and hundreds of men who have been shot; for
me the horrible work goes on of these hangmen,
at first enlisted with difficulty, but now no longer
so loathing their work; for me exist these gal
lows, with well soaped cords, from which hang
women, children, and peasants; for me exists this
terrible embitterment of man against his fellow
Iman.

-

Strange as is the statement that all this is done
for me, and that I am a participator in these
terrible deeds, I cannot but feel that there is an
indubitable interdependence between my spacious

room, my dinner, my clothing, my leisure, and
these terrible crimes committed to get rid of
those who would like to take from me what I use.

And though I know that these homeless, embit

judge another. I have long struggled against the

tered, depraved people—who but for the govern
ment's threats would deprive me of all I am us
ing—are products of that same government's
action, still I cannot help feeling that at present
my peace really is dependent upon all the horrors

feeling that was and is aroused in me by those

that are now being perpetrated by the government.

responsible for these awful crimes, and aroused
the more the higher the stand on the social ladder.

And being conscious of this I can no longer
endure it, but must free myself from this in
tolerable position. It is impossible to live so. I,
at any rate, cannot and will not live so.

::

:k

:k

$:

:k

:k

:k

:k

I know that men are but human, that we all
are weak, that we all err, and that one cannot

But I neither can nor will struggle against that
feeling any longer.

-

posure of these people who do not see the full

That is why I write this, and will circulate it
by all means in my power, both in Russia and

criminality of their actions is necessary for them
as well as for the multitude that, influenced by

abroad; that one of two things may happen:
either that these inhuman deeds may be stopped,

the external honor and

or that my connection with them may be snapped
and I put in prison where I may be clearly con

I cannot and will not, first, because an ex

laudation accorded to

those persons, approve their terrible deeds, and
even try to imitate them. Secondly, I cannot and
will not struggle any longer, because (I frankly

scious that these horrors are not committed on

my behalf; or still better (so good that I dare not

desire from the set in which I am now living, and
in which I cannot but feel myself to be a partici

even dream of such happiness) they may put on
me, as on those twenty or twelve peasants, a
shroud and a cap, and may push me also off a
bench, so that by my own weight I may tighten

pator in the crimes committed around me.

the well soaped noose around my old throat.

confess it) I hope my exposure of these men

will, one way or another, evoke the expulsion I
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THE PUBLIC OWNERSHIP OF
RAILROADS.
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killed and injured per a certain number of pass
enger miles is more than fair to our American

railroads. If we make such a comparison we will
find that while in Germany only one passenger is

For The Public.
VIII.

killed in collisions and derailments for 1,000 mil

Safety of Travel.
The comparative safety of German government
railroads should not be lost sight of. If we com
pare the figures for passengers killed in collisions

lion passenger miles (average for ten years), in
the United States 14 passengers are killed in col

and derailments in the United States and Ger

many, it seems beyond explanation why we in this
country subject ourselves to such miserable man
agement (for, finally it does come back to the
management) and conditions on our railroads as
to endanger our lives whenever we enter a rail

lisions and derailments for the same number of

passenger miles. The number of the injured un

der the same conditions are in the proportion of
one to thirteen. The total number of persons
killed on the German railroads compared
with

the

total

number

killed

in

this

country is in the proportion of one to four

for equal number of passenger miles. The
total number of injured is in the proportion of
While at the present time the German State one to fourteen for the same number of passenger
railways carry 950 million passengers a year, com -miles. This comparison is between the German
road train.

pared with less than 750 millions carried by the
railroads in the United States, a comparison on
this ground is not fair, in as much as the average
journey in Germany is only about one-half as long
as the average journey in the United States. The
comparison should therefore not be based on the
total number of passengers, but upon passenger
miles. If we do that, we are more than fair to
the railroads of this country, because, inasmuch

average for ten years, and

the

conditions

on

American railroads for the year ending June 30,
1905. If we, however, compare with the year
1900-1901 in Germany, which was particularly
one of great accidents, and one where the German
average was greatly exceeded, we still find that

for each passenger killed there, for a certain num
ber of passenger miles, between six and seven were
killed here in collisions and derailments.

The

as the traffic is far heavier on the German roads

proportion of those injured was one to seven un

than the average traffic here, the liability to acci
dent for the same number of passenger miles

given in Table XVI, where a comparison based

should be greater there.

on 1,000 million passenger miles has been com
puted. It cannot be argued that the results there

The carrying of 950

million passengers over 33,000 miles of road
means a very much denser traffic than the carry
ing of 750 million passengers over 210,000 miles
of road. Furthermore, it must be admitted that
the risks of accident are at least proportional to

the density of traffic, or, perhaps, even increase
as the square of the density; we, therefore, on
two equally well managed roads would expect to
find the greater number of accidents happen on
the roads with the denser traffic, or the one carry

der the same conditions.

A detailed statement is

put forth are explainable for this country on ac
count of higher speed or heavier traffic. The speed
on all the German main lines equals or exceeds
the ordinary speed of the trains of our railway
lines, and as for traffic, few American railroads
have as heavy a passenger traffic as the thickly
populated German Empire offers its railroads. In
reference to Table XVI it may be said that al
though the accidents were heavy in the United

ing the greatest number of passengers per mile of

States in the year taken as an example (1905),

track.
TABLE XVI.

the comparison is still more than fair to our rail
roads, as the year selected for Germany shows

Comparison Between Number of Persons Killed and
Injured for 1,000 Million Passenger-Miles on

that the number of passengers killed and injured

American and German Railways.
United
States.

Ger
many.

Number of passengers killed in collisions
and derailments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Total number of passengers killed. . . . . . .
Number of employes killed in collisions
and derailments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...
Total number of employes killed...... ...

14.3
22.5

2.2
9.1

24.4

1.2

141.2

42.6

254.3

35.8
45.3

Number of passengers injured in collis
ions and derailments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Total number of passengers injured...... 439.2
Number of employes injured in collis
ions and derallments ............. . . . . . 199.0
Total number of employes injured. ..., . . 2,808.0

Total number of people killed............ 407.7
Total number of people injured.......... 3,614.0

14.8
111.5
91.4
184.2

For this reason a comparison of passengers

in that year in collisions and derailments was
more than three times the average number for the

preceding ten years; the number of passengers in
jured under the same conditions was nearly three
times as great; and the number of accidents in
general in that year was higher than the average
for the German roads. Hence, a perfectly fair
comparison for American roads is offered in Ta
ble XVI. It must, of course, be admitted that
it is very difficult to determine a basis for compar
ison of the fatalities to employes on account of
the fact
that
in
such
a
comparison
the passenger as well as the freight service
enters. Supposing that we compared the acci
dents to employes on the basis of the ton-mileage
in Germany being about one-ninth the ton-mile

i
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age in the United States in the years compared.

Eleventh Year.

We would still have the proportion of employes

gations are made of every wreck, little or big, to
find out the causes, and prevent their re-occur

killed in train accidents in Germany and the

rence. Not infrequently someone is held responsi

United States for the same number of ton-miles

ble and punished for their occurrence. Exhaust
ive testimony is taken with the thoroughness of a

as about 1 to 6.3, and the proportion of those in
jured as 1 to 4.5.
This comparison is a deplorable one to make.
“What is the use of our boasted development, if
we cannot attain it except at such a cost of human
life? Why is it that American railroads prove so
much more unsafe to their patrons, as well as to
the employes of the road º' asks one of our rail
way journals. And the same journal proceeds:
We do not believe that it is because American rail
way employes are less capable, or naturally more
reckless. It seems more plausible that the explana
tion is rather to be found in the lack of true system
in our train movements, due, perhaps, in the last in
stance to the financial influence which governs our
transportation system, creating, as it does, a spirit

of irresponsibility.

Whether the fact that German

railroads are public property, run in the same man
ner as our government runs the postal service (with

a great deal less political pull, to be sure), has any
thing to do with the greater safety of German rail

roads is difficult to assert, although it seems likely
that this must be one of the favorable influences. At

criminal trial, the idea of the State railway man
agers being that the detailed history of railroad

accidents affords the best basis for taking precau
tionary measures for their avoidance in the fu
ture.

A German railway official, having traveled in
the United States, in a well put statement

charged many of our accidents to lack of punctu
ality and a general lack of systematic working of

American railroads.

Our train dispatching sys

tem, with a single responsible dispatcher for a
large portion of a system, he considered out of
date; and he stated his belief that our railway sys
tem now, with introduction of mechanical signal
ling, etc., could make use of the more modern
German system of running trains. He also found
that at the stations the whole responsibility of the
train movements was not placed in a single indi
vidual, as in Germany, and that this lack of sys
tematic working also was a prolific cause of acci
dents.

any rate, it is safe to say that private ownership,
sponsibility of railway managers, has proved fatal

There are, however, some other important
causes for railway accidents in this country which

to the safety of passengers in the United States, and

this German observer either did not realize or else

we earnestly hope that conditions will turn for the
better, now that public opinion is aroused more than

did not call attention to. Among these may be
mentioned the overworking of employes; the ex

ever, and proper safeguarding is demanded for the

istence of train rules which cannot well be lived

when accompanied by the past and present

irre

life and limb of both passengers and employes. No
other railway reform is more urgently needed. One

important step was taken when the hours of duty of
railway employes were shortened, but it is difficult
by legislative measures to cure evils of this kind.

What we need most of all is an aroused public opin
ion, and that somebody-be held responsible in each
case for this horrible killing and maiming.

The figures previously stated should be consid
ered if we are in doubt about the efficiency of gov
ernmental as compared with private management.
Let us study the painstaking efforts of govern
ment-owned railroads in Europe, particularly in
Germany and the Scandinavian countries, for the
safety of the public. Let us wake up out of the
sleep through which we have become so used to
having hundreds of people killed yearly by rail
way “accidents,” that we have commenced to look
upon this matter as the natural accompaniment
of railroads. Let us realize that the necessity for
railway accidents would be less imperative if the
lives of our citizens were valued more than divi

dends on watered stock, arrogance in high office,
and an all powerful monopoly, which, instead of
being governed, has tried to govern the country,
and, in fact, has succeeded in governing many
individual States.

The German railway authorities make every ef
fort to make life safe on the railways, for passen
gers as well as for employes. Thorough investi

up to, and which employes are not expected to
live up to ; the attempt to carry on a double track
business on a single track road; general lack of
initiative and fear of new departures; and in par
ticular, too much adherence to that provincial
American trait which prevents learning lessons
from the outside, and profiting by the progress
elsewhere. .

The safety of other State railway systems, be
sides the German, is not less noteworthy. The
Swedish State railroads at present carry more
than 16,000,000 passengers a year. The total
number of passengers killed by accidents not
caused by their own carelessness, has been eight
for a period of forty-seven years. The number
of passengers injured during the same period, the
injuries not being due to personal carelessness,
has been sixteen.

On the Danish State railways only one passen
ger is either killed or injured for each 3,500,000
passengers. In the United States one person, in
1905, was either killed or injured for each 70,000
passengers.

A study of the safety of travel on the European
State railways indicates plainly the advantages
of railways managed by the public rather than by
private monopoly, except in the case of Great
Britain, where railroad travel, on the average, is
as safe as anywhere else. Thus in 1890 the safety
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of travel was the highest in Sweden and Den
mark, where no passenger was killed in railway

ment of the present voting system, followed by

accidents;

ation and a sketch of the history and progress of
this reform, with its possibilities for good in city,

and

then come in succession Great

Britain, Germany, Switzerland, Norway, Austria
Hungary, Belgium, France, Italy, Russia, Spain
and the United States. It is remarkably instruc
tive to notice how those countries which have

fostered private monopolies and tried to control
them, like France and Italy, and those which have
fostered them, and left them alone, like Spain
and the United States, come at the very last in
the above list. In these countries life is cheap

est and can be most readily sacrificed to the god
of gold. The position of Russia in this compar

ison is without significance from the point of view
of government or private ownership, as in that
country conditions in general are so abnormal as
to permit of no comparison that would be con
clusive, with other countries.

While in the particular year on which the above

an exhaustive exposition of proportional represent
State and nation.

There are now added sev

eral most valuable appendices dealing chiefly with
the initiative and referendum, recognizing their
importance, and yet maintaining that proportional
representation is the most fundamental and posi
tive of electoral reforms. “The referendum and

the initiative,” says Professor Commons,

“like

civil service reform, are negative.
They
deal with the effects of boss politics and not its

causes. They are necessary as a beginning. Like
all improvements, whether in mechanics or poli
tics, the first inventions are directed to check
evils, not to readjust causes. The last reform
espoused is that which goes to the roots. This

is the place of proportional representation.”
“Proportional representation, from the fact that

dence over Germany in regards to safety of trav
el, this is by no means always the rule. During
a number of years during the last decade the fa

it makes the elective officers responsible directly
to the people who elect them, restores the essen
tial principle of representative government. Only
in this way is irresponsible bossism cut down at

talities on the German roads were proportionate

the roots.”

ly smaller than on the British. Thus in 1899 the
number of passengers killed on German railways
for each million passengers carried was only
0.08, while this figure was 0.14 for Great Britain.
The number of those injured was 0.39 for Ger
many and 1.94 for Great Britain.
In face of the figures quoted, and the condi
tions referred to, which everyone who takes the
least interest in our railway problem may easily
verify for himself, how can anyone conversant
with the facts have the audacity to claim that pub
lic railway systems have been failures? Are our
public men, members of our administration, who
make such utterances, ignorant of the results at
tained by the State railway systems in Northern

And what is this way? Perhaps the clearest
and briefest statement is found in the Prinicples

comparison is based, Great Britain takes prece

-

Europe? Have they accepted the statements

of

our interest-subservient press without further in
vestigation? And if they have, how is it that we
call such men statesmen? .
ERIK OBERG.

-

BOOKS

of the Proportional Representation League, of
which Professor Commons is a vice president.
Proportional representation is defined there as
“The Reform of Legislative Assemblies, by aban

doning the present system of electing single rep
resentatives on a majority or plurality vote in
limited territorial districts, and by substituting the
following provisions: (1) That all representa
tives be elected “at large,’ on a general ticket,
either without district divisions or in districts as

large as practicable. (2) That the election be
in such form that the several parties or political
groups shall secure representation in proportion
to the respective number of votes cast by each.”
The technique of the system in its various adap
tations is hard to understand. The reform, then, is

slower to gain converts. But it is on that ac
count, no less basic and no less practical; for
the balloting itself is simple and the principles
are just.
ANGELINE LOESCH.

A FUNDAMENTAL ELECTORAL

PERIODICALS

REFORM.
Proportional Representation. Second Edition. By
John R. Commons. Published by the Macmillan
Co., New York, 1907. Price $1.25 net.

The recent triumph of proportional representa

A
and
Mr.
like
day

parallel column comparison of the Democratic
Republican platforms is a picturesque feature of
Bryan's Commoner of July 9. The Commoner,
The Public, will be sent from now to election
for twenty-five cents. (Lincoln, Neb.)

tion in Oregon makes doubly welcome this second
+

edition of a book which ever since its publication
in 1896 has been the American authority on its
subject.
The first edition contained a convincing arraign

More and more the questions which relate to the
perpetuation of the race receive earnest, reverent
and frank discussion.

An example of this is found

iiº
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in The Cradle, a little monthly paper edited by the
Rev. Mabel McCoy Irwin, which is devoted to mat
ters relating to marriage, and to the right of the
child to be well born. (Edgemoor, Del., 50 cents a
year.)

ever before have appeared to represent the interests

of so large a class as the party of the second part
to the contracts of landlord and tenant.
+

+

+

“I have a pain in my ear.”

+

“Do not lament. I do not say you may nover groan,

The only publication in the world devoted to the
interests of tenants is The Tenants' Advocate (1164
Broadway, New York) which appears under the
editorship of Charles Quincy Turner and is the
organ of the Tenants' Union of New York, of which
Cornelius Donovan is president. It is remarkable
that in a country flooded with trade organizations
and trade organs, no organization or organ should

but do not groan in spirit.”—Epictetus.
•k

•+

*H

An Irishman, wishing to take a “homestead” and
not knowing just how to go about it, sought informa
tion from a friend. “Mike,” he said, “you’ve taken
a homestead an' I thought maybe ye could tell me
th' law concernin’ how to go about it.”
“Well,

HOW TO DO IT

READ THIS, AND EXPERIMENT
YOURSELF
ERE is a letter from an Osteopathic Physician, Dr. J. F. Armstrong of Detroit, which shows
how easily the subscription list of THE PUBLIC could be doubled and trebled. Dr. Armstrong
tells his experience in a letter to THE PUBLIC, in which he forwards four campaign sub
scriptions. “I got the four above,” he says, “by just talking about THE PUBLIC. Did not have

one with me to show them. The second one is a Democrat, but thinking of voting the Republican
ticket. The third is a Republican, and is going to vote for Bryan. The fourth is a barber, and
thinks it would be a good thing to have around the shop. The first has an idea that it is the kind
of a paper he has been looking for. These men were all strangers to me. Just met them once in a
business way. Will let you do the rest.” QI Now, my friends, I don't need Dr. Armstrong's
assurance to convince me that this sort of thing can be done. I have done it myself. It can be

done again and again and in bunches, with campaign subscriptions.
annuals too. ‘I Try it.
how successful you are.
me tell you.

And it can be done with
You'll be astonished to find

Just for the fun of it, make the experiment.
And you'll like it. Maybe you'll get the habit; and it's a good habit, let
DANIEL KIEFER

THE PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN:
ARISTOCRACY versus DEMOCRACY

Tº Presidential Campaign of 1908 has begun, and THE PUBLIC will give special attention to
it to the end.

It will print all the really historical NEWS of the campaign—fact and not
gossip—impartially; and it will comment in EDITORIALS with fairness and vigor from
the point of view of fundamental democracy as distinguished from party Democracy. CAMPAIGN
SUBSCRIPTIONS are invited now. * We will send THE PUBLIC to any address in the United
States from and including the issue of JULY 3 (with Bryan portrait supplement) to and including
the issue of NOVEMBER 13 (with full election news and editorial comment)—twenty issues in
all—for TWENTY-FIVE CENTS, cash in advance. "I CLUBS OF TEN will be served for the

same period for TWO DOLLARS, cash in advance.
Address: THE PUBLIC, Ellsworth Building, Chicago.
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Dennis, I don't remember th’ exact wordin' uv th’

law, but I can give ye th’ manin' uv it.

Th’ manin'

uv. it is this: Th’ Governmint is willin' tº bet ye160 acres uv land agin $14 thot ye can’t live on it
five years without starvin' tº death.”—Everybody's.
+

*

Go Long (Chinese laundryman)—“No, 'scliption.

Means ‘li'1' ole man; closs eyed; no teet'.’”
Customer—“Er—thank you.”—Chicago Tribune.
3.

+

+

+

There is no doubt that the thoughtful child of to
day would have been the much punished child of the
past. At the same time the witty child does add to

+

Customer (pointing to the hieroglyphics on his
check)—“Is that my name in Chinese?”

JOSEFH
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the gayety of life, besides enforcing a higher stan
dard of conversation among her reproving elders. It

F. COVVERN

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR
908 State Life Building,
INDIANAPOLIS, IND,

LAUNDRY WORKERS’ UNION
BENEFIT,

ENTERTAINMENT

AND

DANCE

Under Auspices of Women's Trade Union League of Chicago

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE AND EXCHANGE
EDWARD POLAK
4030 Third Avenue

-

-

DRILL HALL, MASONIC TEMPLE
Saturday, July 25, 8 P. M.
Mme. Felicia Romanowska of Wurtemberg will sing.
Mrs. Raymond Robins will speak.
TICKETS 25 CENTS
ALL WELCOME

NEW YORK CITY
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was a mistake, for instance, on the part of the re

why, child, at Shiloh I was a-layin' in th’ tall grass

roving elder to tell one of these wits of the nursery
hat if she was so naughty she would not go to
leaven. The little culprit seemed impressed for a
ºrief moment and then she gave a resigned sigh.
"Oh, well,” she remarked, “I’ve been to two theaters
ind a party and a circus. I can't expect to go every
where.”—London Chronicle.

a-shootin' jest as fast as I could load an' fire, when

+

+

+

“Did I ever see General Grant!” exclaimed Veteran
Kilgore in response to an idle query. “Did I ever—

I heard hoss tracks approachin' an' a voice calls from
th' road :

“‘Hey, there, ain't that you, Kilgore?"
“I knowed th' voice instant an’ says, “Yes, Grant,
it's me,’ an’ kep' right on shooting’.
“‘Come here,' he says.

“I riz, reluctant, an' sauntered over to th’ road, an'
Grant says tº me:
“‘Kilgore,” he says, “I want ye tº go home. Ye're
killin' too durn many people.’”—Chicago News.

The Public

OUR LAST OFFER

The Public is a weekly review, giving in concise and plain
terms, with lucid explanations and without editorial
bias, all the news of the world of historical value.

We have left in our possession only a limited
number of the sets of the standard Library Edition
of the Complete Works of Henry George, including
the Life of Henry George by Henry George, Jr.
This set consists of ten 12mo volumes, all uniformly

and artistically bound, in a box.
We must dispose of these sets at once, in order
to get enough money to meet the few remaining
obligations of this Company. So we will let them
go at cost.

The regular price of this set is $15.00 cash with
order, or $17.50 if paid in installments.

In fact,

this price is too low, as the publishers realized after
placing the edition on the market.

It was printed

from the same plates and with the same illustrations

It is also an editorial paper, and, though it abstains from
mingling editorial opinions with its news accounts, it
has opinions of a pronounced character, based upon the
principles of fundamental democracy, which, in the col
umns reserved for editorial comment, it expresses fully
and ſreely, without favor or prejudice, without fear of
Consequences, and without regard to any considerations
of personal or business advantage. Yet it makes no
pretensions to infallibility, either in opinions or in
statements of fact; it simply aspires to a deserved

reputation for intelligence and honesty in both.
Besides its editorial and news features, the paper con
tains a department entitled Rel, uted Things, in which
appear articles and extracts upon various subjects,
verse as well as prose, chosen alike for their literary
merit and their wholesome human interest in relation

to the progress of democracy.

We aim to make The Public a paper that is not only
Worth reading, but also worth filing.
Published weekly by Louis F. Post, Ellsworth Bldg., 357
Dearborn St., Chicago, Ill.
Entered at the Chicago, Illinois, Postoffice as second class
matter.

as the Memorial Edition, which sold for $25.00 the
set, but is now out of print.
But we (until our obligations are met) will sell
the complete set for $7.50 cash with order. The cost
of transportation is extra.

Terms of Subscription
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The New 6% Cleveland Railway Stock
TOM L. JOHNSON'S STATEMENT.
The Forest City Railway Company's stock, which I recommended strongly as a safe and conservative investment, was
purchased by 2,400 stockholders, mainly in the City of Cleveland, and has now been converted into Cleveland Railway stock

at par and interest. .

--

-

--

-

-

- -

Whatever I said of the character of the security lying back of the Forest City Railway stock has been fully justified.

I desire to say now that the additional rights conveyed in the recently-granted franchise have made the stock of the Cleve
land Railway even more secure than that of the Forest City Railway.

RANKS witH A Government BOND.

|

º:

It was well established that the stock
the Forest City Railway, paying 6 per cent., was better than a City bond pay
ing 4 per cent. The Cleveland Railway stock is now as secure as a 2 per cent. Government bond, for it not only has the entire

good faith of the City of Cleveland b.ck of it, but all competition has been eliminated and it is provided with what is in
reality an endless grant.

... As the equitable owner, the profits allove six per cent. go to the public, and there is every reason, therefore, why the
City authorities should renew the grant in efinitely.
10
The Forest City Railway grants could be terminated at the will of the City on the payment of the principal plus
per cent.

... The Cleveland Railway grant is for twenty-five years at a much higher rate of fare than that fixed for the Forest City
Railway—the first being at five-cent fare a nd the latter at three-cent fare.

BETTER THAN THE FOREST CITY GRANTS.
The Forest City grants were revocable at the will of the City on the payment of the cost of the physical value, plus 10
per cent., while the new grant is for twenty-five years with no revocable clause.

... In case the stockholders should take over the property, , they are guaranteed at least fifteen years of five-cent fare,
while in the case of the Forest City Railway they were limited to three-cent fare.
-

The Forest City Railway was in a street railway war with a powerful competitor. The Cleveland Railway has no
competitor.

The Forest City Railway depended on the profits of a three-cent fare railroad, while the Cleveland Railway has the
right to charge up to five-cent fare.
All these advantages add to the security lying back of the stock, and make it a very much more attractive investment
than a savings bank deposit or any investment subject to competitive conditions.
It is in all but name an obligation of the City.
TOM L. JOHNSON.
-

First, we will sell Cleveland Railway Company stock at
par ($100.00) and 6 per cent. interest. That is $100.50 a share
until August 1st.

Thus it pays 50 per cent. higher rate of interest than the
savings banks, and the money is ready for you when you
want it, with no loss of

interest and

no

£0 - day

$100.00 a share, plus interest at 6 per cent. from the pay-

clause. We want Cleveland Railway stock to be a people's
savings bank paying 6 per cent, interest, instead of 4 per
cent. As Mayor Johnson says, this stock is equal in security

ment of the last dividend on it.

to a GOVERNMENT BOND.

Second, we will at any time redeem stock in cash at

Address all communications to MUNICIPAL TRACTION CO., Stock Exchange Dept., 450 Electric Bldg.
Make all checks payable to the Municipal Traction Co.

The Municipal Traction Company
A. B. DUPONT, President

When writing to Advertisers please mention THE PUBLIC.
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Eleventh Year.

w

An Industrial

Experiment Station
To try the Golden Rule on people and see what
happens. MAKES NEW PLACES for men and
women who need work.

Enables them to pay for

land, tools and working outfit, and be FREE from

§§§ ºš.
Straight Edge Fellowship ($1.00 a year) and keep
Bºrº ºr "
STRAIGHT EDGE INDUSTRIAL SETTLEMENT
1 Abingdon Square, New York, (and Alpine, N.J.)

B0N DS

O

We are offering at 95 (par
value 100) the unsold balance
of a $130,000 issue of 6% Bonds
of the

EASTLAND STEAMSHIP COMPANY

the line to Cedar Point, the Atlantic City
of the Middle West.

-

The

6

New Theology Magazine

* ºf jº.º.
21 Madison Street. Roorn 10

::

BOSTON, MASS.

Fºl.

Three Acres and Liberty :
:
75C
Will the Coming Man Marry : $1.00, for 35c
The State, Its Nature, Origin, etc. . Šoć, for 20c
Anarchy and Anarchists (out of print),
: :
: ; ; ; ; ; ; ; ; $5.00, for $1.25

secured by first mortgage on Str., Eastland
valued at $300,000 and insured for full
value.
For sale in amounts of $500 or more.
- 1 orivi
Send for Booklet G-1
giving full details.
-

Have you investigated our new Money Order
Plan where your money is always on deposit

Economic and Reform Books a Specialty—Bargain Catalog
Free.

These bonds will net

considerably more than 6% and are fully

at 4% and yet cashable anywhere at any

H. H. TIMBY, Conneaut, Ohio.

time? Write for Booklet G-2.
Hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Telephone Harrison 1027

CHARLES L. LOGAN, D. O.

THE DEP0SITORS SAWINGS & TRUST CO.

OSTEOPATHIC PHYSICIAN

Tom L. Johnson, President.

Office: 45 Auditoriurn Building

CLEVELAND, Oillſ).

HOTEL WARNER—EVENINGS

CHICAGO

-

The Mayor of Cleveland
TOM L. JOHNSON
President of this bank, made it possible for us to offer to the
public the newest, safest, and most convenient method of
handling savings deposits ever devised.

Our Bank Money Order Plan

Of Banking By Mail
safeguards the depositor under every condition, eliminates the
clumsy, out of date, unsafe pass-book method and gives you
instead, a Certificate of Deposit—a Certified Check, bearing

4% INTEREST-Cashable Anywhere—At Any Time
By our method your money is always on deposit, working for you day and night, yet
always in your possession ready for instant use when needed.
Can you imagine a more ideal plan for the placing of your savings
We want you to
know more about it, and if you contemplate opening a savings account with any bank,
you owe it to yourself to investigate our plan.
WRITE NOW–TODAY, FOR BOOKLET “G.”

THE DEPOSITORS SAVINGS & TRUST CO., Toºkººson, Cleveland, Ohio
Please mention THE PUBLIC when you write to Advertisers.

