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EDITORIAL

The Gagged Consumer.

The old adage that" "everybody's business is no

body's business," has never had a more impres

sive application than in connection with the

American customs tariff. Everybody is a con

sumer, and therefore everybody is interested in

having a low tariff or none. But at tariff hearings

consumers are gagged. Not that a gag is literally

put upon them. They are given full opportunity

to be heard, nominally. But in the absence of

organization they can appear only as individuals,

at great expense, and at the risk (and not much of

a risk either, for it is almost a dead certainty) of

a contemptuous reception. Mr. Adams has ex

plained (vol. xi, pp. 818, 850) quite picturesquely,

just how the automatic gag operates against the

consuming interests. It is a momentous fact,

this, at the time of the pending tariff revision,

that the general public, our ninety millions of

unorganized people, the consumers who make our

domestic market the greatest in the world, have

practically no effective voice in the fixing of the

rates of tariff taxation.

Quite different is it with the protected produc

tion interests. They are few in personal numbers,

but mighty in organization, in bank accounts and

in political influence. Consequently, they have an

effective voice in tariff revisions. What is then-

business is their own business. It is not every

body's business; therefore it is not nobody's busi-
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ness. Being their particular business they attend

to it. They invest in it with confidence, even for

campaign purposes; they organize its allies with

power; and out of it they profit accordingly and

with smug satisfaction. What they lose with the

rest of us as plundered consumers, they more than

gain for themselves as protected producers.

It is this disparity of influence between pro

tected production in some lines, and plundered

consumption in all lines, that has given to the

tariff its free field, and to its promoters their rich

favors. But now that the question has become

again a burning issue, the New York Eeform Club

offers, as may be noted in our News Narrative of

this issue, to represent the consuming interests in

an organized way. No set of men could do it bet

ter, or are more thoroughly equipped for the pur

pose; and the importance to the people as a whole

of having some organization do it, is imperative.

Even those members of Congress who champion

the consuming interests are hampered by lack of

detailed and accurate information. Although the

Federal government has a great machinery for col

lecting such information, it has been misused

mainly to serve the purposes of the extreme high

protection managers of the party in power. Per

haps the only organized equipment in the country

for supplying the need of those Congressmen, pub

lic speakers and newspapers that stand for the

protection of the consuming interests against the

high tariff plunderbund, is the Eeform Club. It

needs only the funds to keep its information up to

date and circulate it widely, to give to the con

suming interests a voice loud enough and an ar

ticulation clear enough to be plainly heard at the

capitol, and into the very committee rooms there

of.

+ +

The Tariff on Gloves.

The increase proposed by the Payne bill in the

tariff on gloves cannot be defended even upon

President Taft's antique theory that protective

tariffs should be governed by the difference in

labor cost between home and foreign production.

It cannot be defended at all. It can only be ex

plained. And here is the way it is explained by

F. W. Larom, of the old and well-known New

York firm of Mills & Gibb. In an interview in

the Journal of Commerce of the 20th, Mr. Larom

said:

It Is openly charged and generally believed that

the action of the Committee on Ways and Means,

In singling out this particular schedule for an enor

mous increase in the rates of duty, was part of a

bargain under which Mr. Littauer agreed to use his

influence with the independent Republicans who

were opposing Speaker Cannon's re-election, in re

turn for higher protection to his industry. On no

other grounds can there be found an explanation of

the amazing increase in the tariff on these particular

articles.

It only remains to identify the Mr. Littauer whom

Mr. Larom mentions. He is L. N. Littauer, one

of the most prominent glove manufacturers in the

country, who has acquired great wealth in that

industry, and was for a number of years a member

of Congress from New York State. Isn't it well-

nigh intolerable that his influence, no matter how

serviceable to Speaker Cannon, should be permit

ted to add a heavy burden to the living expenses

of all our people, in order to fatten an already

over-favored interest ?

Gloves are a necessary item of civilized clothing,

if anything more than a breech-clout and a blan

ket are; yet, even under the existing tariff, their

users are taxed more than the difference between

foreign and domestic labor cost. And now the

Payne bill proposes an additional burden, just to

accommodate Mr. Littauer and his friends and

get them back their campaign contributions. To

the extent that this tariff may operate protectively,

it will assess the glove-wearing interests of the

country, from shop girl and typewriter to my

Lady Leisurely, for the further enrichment of

financial patriots like littauer. To the extent

that it may operate to supply public revenue, it

will assess the same consuming interests for the

support of the government, and yet leave all the

poorer among them, those who pay most propor

tionately to their means, open to the usual pluto

cratic sneer that they are not taxpayers. Nor is

that the worst. As this tariff is specific—$4 a

dozen—it will fall upon gloves not in proportion

to their value, but to their number. In other

words, the poorest or plainest gloves will pay as

high a tariff, pair for pair, as the best.

+

It would be interesting to know whether this

Littauer idea of protection is also President Taft's.

It evidently is Mr. Payne's, for he has adopted

it in his bill. And it certainly is in line with the

plutocratic theory of government, that the rich

shall boss the poor and the poor shall foot the

bills.

+ *

Kansas Sense.

A Kansas fault finder of the name of Snediker,

without the fear of the protection "joss" (or
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"josh") in his heart, but well supplied with com

mon sense in his head, asks a question which it

may be that only protectionists can answer, and

they would rather not. He does it through the

Kansas City Star, and this is what he says: "In

his last campaign the late Senator Plumb told our

citizens that 'the Eepublican party has saved the

American people 5G million dollars a year by put

ting sugar on the free list.' If that be true—and

no thinking man will question it—what would be

the result today if all goods were on the free list

and we had perfect freedom of production ajid ex

change ? In the revision of the tariff would it not

be a good object lesson to put some article of daily

use on the free list, and also all material used in

the production of the article? Let it be sugar,

steel and iron or woolen or cotton goods. The

people could then learn if the goods decreased in

price to the extent of tax removed. They could

learn whether the men employed were fewer or

more in number, and whether wages were higher

or lower."

* *

Tariff Warfare.

"That is up to them," remarks the protectionist

Press of New York in answering its own question

of how the Payne tariff will help our imports from

France and Germany, since they cannot get the

benefit of our minimum rates so long as theirs

stay up against us. It is "up to them," says the

Press, because "they can pull down our rates

against them by pulling down their rates against

us." There you have the old chestnut about the

foreigner paying our taxes, only it is in a new

form. Translated into understandable terms with

reference to things as they really are, it would

read liko this: "France and Germany can pull

down our taxes upon our consumers of French and

German goods by pulling down their taxes upon

their consumers of our goods."

That is precisely what it means unless the for

eigner does pay our taxes. Inasmuch, then, as that

old shibboleth has been totally discredited by ex

perience, the response of the Press is no response

at all. If the people of France and Germany are

to benefit by tariff reduction over here on their

goods, it must conic through the augmented pur

chasing power which their own tariffs on our goods

will give them.

*

And so of our people with reference to French

and German goods—aye, and American goods

also. It is through our greater purchasing power,

as the result of normal instead of tariff-inflated

prices, that we shall benefit; and this will come,

not through French and German reductions of

tariff on our exports to them, but through our re

ductions of tariffs on our imports from them. The

foreigner does not pay the taxes that we impose.

We ourselves pay them. We pay them in higher

prices for foreign goods. And in addition—and

this is the milk in the protection cocoanut—we

also pay higher prices for American goods with

which the foreign goods would compete if we re

duced our tariff.

* *

Progressive Charter-Making.

Colorado Springs joins the procession of cities

that are placing themselves on sound charter

foundations. Since Des Moines (p. 301)

happily united the efficiency of commission govern

ment with the democracy that the initiative, the

referendum and the recall secure, the movement

has gone on apace. Berkeley, Cal., substituted

second elections for direct primaries (p. 155)

which was a distinct improvement, and now Colo

rado Springs follows Berkeley's as well as Des

Moines' example.

*

It may possibly be that in the Colorado Springs

charter there lurk undiscovered dangers, for it em

bodies many details. But there is no reasonable

probability of actual danger. With the right of

amendment reserved to the people of the city,

and fair provisions for the initiative, the referen

dum and the recall, it is doubtful if any error in

other respects can work even temporary injury,

and absolutely certain that it can work no endur

ing injury which the people themselves are unwill

ing to endure.

*

This charter seems to be quite as good as the

others, and another example to all the municipali

ties of the country. Meanwhile, with these exam

ples of genuine municipal statesmanship plainly

before them, the Big Business interests and the

little political rings of Chicago are fixing up a

crazy quilt of a charter for this city by the lake,

which boasts so much that she will, but usually

decides that she won't.

* *

Township High Schools.

There are movements now in different parts of

Illinois to establish township high schools in locali

ties where the towns are unable to maintain high

schools, but their respective townships are populous

enough and wealthy enough to do so. The de-

/"
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cision is subject to local referendum. Wherever

the affirmative on these referendum9 prevails, the

law allows a special extra tax rate of 2y2 per cent

on assessed values—y% of 1 per cent on actual val

ues,—toward the support of the high school of

the township. In the pending controversies, there

naturally is a great variety of opposition. But at

bottom this is nothing but an objection on the

part of a class of people who profit by township

growth in population and wealth, to share their

unearned profits with the community that pro

duces them. If the townships had retained their

16th section of school lands—one mile square in

each—those that have grown in population and

wealth would have ample incomes of their own for

school purposes. But they have given away this in

heritance of the school children to the very class of

people in the past who in the present sordidly op

pose just such progressive movements as the pres

ent one for township high schools. Public-spirited

citizenship should frown upon their niggardliness.

Since they are enriched by the growth in value of

their property in consequence of the growth and

progress of their townships, a small tax for high

schools is no burden at all for them to bear.

Death of James H. Canfield.

James H. Canfield, the librarian of Columbia

University, died suddenly at New York on the

29th. He came into prominence first while pro

fessor of political economy at the University of

Kansas. Being a free trader, he so declared him

self ; and in protection-crazed Kansas this was as

if the professor of theology at an orthodox semin

ary had declared himself an atheist. Canfield was

at that time in line for the presidency of the uni

versity, and would soon have had it, and knew

he would ; yet he minced no words when in a pub

lic speech it became morally necessary to declare

and defend his economic faith. He might have

been Senator from Kansas at the time of the

Populst upheaval had he been willing, when lec

turing on journalism after the election, to sup

press the name of what he regarded as the best

news paper in Kansas, which happened to have

been extremely bitter toward the Populists in its

campaign editorials. This transformed him from

a probability into an impossibility. He

went from Kansas to the Nebraska Univer

sity as its president, and then to the

presidency of the Ohio State University,

whence he returned to his old home in New York

as librarian of Columbia. A man of great ability,

of superb equipment, of extraordinary political

skill, who might have forged his way to the front

had he been willing to "pay the price" whenever

"the door of opportunity" opened, he withdrew in

middle life to the quiet of a college library. Not

only was Dr. Canfield a free trader, but under the

influence of Thomas G. Shearman's writings he

became a single taxer as well. His monograph on

"Taxation," published by the Putnams, may be re

called as one of the strongest presentations of the

single tax as a fiscal reform to be found in the

literature of the subject.

* *

Socialism and Roosevelt.

We had supposed that our general characteriza

tion (p. 291) of Mr. Eoosevelt's ignorant attack

upon Socialism and his indecent aspersion of So

cialists would need no elaboration. One need not

be a Socialist to appreciate the justice of such a

characterization without further statement or ar

gument. All he needs is enough knowledge of

the subject to warrant him in having an opinion

upon it. We hold no brief for "scientific," or

orthodox, or party Socialism; but we flatter our

selves that we can consider what it has to offer,

and also look into the face of its advocates, with

out either going into angry hysterics ourselves or

into raptures over persons who happen to be af

fected in that way. There is no objection, how

ever, to giving reasons for our characterization of

Mr. Roosevelt's diatribe, and in order that their

soundness as representative of Socialism may be

above reproach, we shall quote from a pointed re

ply to Mr. Roosevelt by Joseph Medill Patterson,

who is a Socialist out and out.

Mr. Patterson's full reply will be found in the

Chicago Record-Herald of March 24. He responds

to Mr. Roosevelt categorically, point by point. On

Mr. Roosevelt's point that Socialists preach free

love, he replies:

They do—In this sense: That they believe woman

should be economically independent, so that when

the time comes for her to marry she may give her

self to the man she loves, not sell herself, in married

prostitution to the suitor with the most money.

To Mr. Roosevelt's point that Socialists advocate

sexual promiscuity, his reply is that—

a very few Socialists have advocated such a thing.

I do not know of a single one of the 40,000 members

of the Socialist party in America who does advocate

such a thing. There were two former members of

the party who wrote a book in favor of sexual promis

cuity, who were thereupon expelled from the party.

Thus It will be seen that th<. percentage of Social

ists who advocate sexual promiscuity is less than the

percentage of plutocrats who practice it. Indeed,

Socialists are intent upon the destruction of that
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particular situation which of all situations most con

duces to such promiscuity—namely, the meeting of

the girl who Is poor and very pretty and the man

who is rich and very careless, because he knows he

may count on much forgiveness because he is rich.

Mr. Patterson's answer to Mr. Roosevelt's point

that "extreme Socialists hold that all wealth is

produced by manual workers, that the entire prod

uct of labor should be handed over every day to

the laborer, that wealth is criminal in itself," ;s

this:

They don't hold anything of the sort. What they

do hold is that all wealth is produced by labor (man

ual and mental) and that no wealth Is produced by

merely owning a vacant lot and waiting for it to

rise In value, or by cutting coupons from bonds.

They do not believe that the entire product of labor

should be handed over to labor every day. In fact,

they are the very ones who advocate enormous

masses of social capital, which Is wealth withheld

from distribution.

Mr. Roosevelt says that Socialists would "enthrone

privilege in its crudest form" by allowing "each

man to put into a common store what he can and

take out what he needs." To this Mr. Patterson

replies :

A still cruder form of privilege might exist—

namely, to allow some men to put Into a common

store nothing at all and to take out a thousand-fold.

This still cruder form of privilege than any of which

Mr. Roosevelt can conceive is the one which now

exists In America and other civilized countries. To

take a most conspicuous example of its working, it

is the privilege which we allow to the present gen

eration of Vanderbllts and Astors and Thaws—the

privilege we are preparing to accord to future gen

erations of Rockefellers and Carnegies and Coreys—

unless something happens first

Now everyone who is at all intelligent about So

cialism, be he advocate or opponent, knows that

those statements by Mr. Patterson represent it

truly, as to every one of the points he quotes from

Mr. Roosevelt. What injustice, then, did our

brief characterization do to Mr. Roosevelt's tirade ?

+ +

Murder for Murder.

Details of the electrocution of a woman in the

New York prison at Auburn are somewhat more

horrible, if possible, than the newspaper reports

of her own dreadful crime. If lethal orgies like

this tended to check murder, they would be justi

fied by utilitarian standards of morality (vol. x,

p. 102; vol. xi, p. 881). But in essential principle

they could not be expected to do so, for the de

liberate taking of life cannot in the nature of

things foster respect for life; and in actual prac

tice they are not a deterrent, as comparative sta

tistics show. Revolting to wholesome minds, de

grading to the minds they do not disgust, these

legalized experiments in homicide tend only to

gratify murder lusts and to augment the crimes

they are vainly supposed to check.

* *

An Advertisement Suitable for Use Anywhere.

Mr. Taft's prosperity boom, turned loose several

months ago, has gone astray. A suitable reward

awaits the finder who will take the trouble to head

it in this direction.

+ + +

A SECOND-HAND TARIFF VOTE.

The hosiery hysteria is developing several new

ideas of citizenship and stimulating a more

thoughtful concern for its responsibilities. As

some great reforms have grown out of insignificant

incidents and trivial causes, so now a face to face

recognition of the economic and political facts

illustrated by the "stocking situation" promises to

persuade woman of her own power—her own nat

ural prerogative—to be expressed by and through

an equal ballot.

The artful, insinuating invitation to "influence"

the man-vote is to woman an actual revealment of

her age-long stultification.

.Woman, the original economist of short cuts and

sensible savings, is being undeceived as to the ne

cessity for proxies in the performance of her wish

or will.

The vicarious vote is a vexation to her faith in

herself.

The bland impudence of the dominant sex in

promptly bringing to her good-natured genius for

repair the battered and bungling policies of the

commercial piracy of which she is the victim, ex

hibits a species of hardihood and a style of effront

ery that not even submissive woman can by any

stretch of self-respect approve or encourage.

The devoted habit of her sex has ever been to

rise up and defend or applaud the authority by

which her pride has been clubbed senseless.

Stripped of her stockings she is suddenly "coming

to." Every living organism has its vulnerable

spot.

The progress of ideas is excusable, and woman

need not be censured if her common sense is

reached via her vanity instead of through some

nobler quality. The peacock was born vain. His

masculine human copyists have magnificently ac

quired and exemplified vanity, but, for the greater

part, woman has had vanity thrust, buttoned.
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hooked, laced, draped, painted, powdered and

puffed upon her.

So much for endurance.

And in the necessary and diligent business of

reflecting or skillfully revising this contributed

vanity to please her august lord, she has forgotten

and neglected—even denied—her worthier place

and purpose in the scheme of life.

"Inconsistency" has always been the contempti

ble title bestowed upon woman by her chief critic,

since it became his pleasure to create within her,

by coercive means, a childish irresponsibility out of

which only inconsistency could grow. So the

charge is futile, infamous, hateful and cowardly,

and must finally rest with and upon man himself,

as his pitiful appeal for rescue, cried to those ho

holds incapable, shamelessly but stoutly declares.

The second-hand vote is the resort and stock-in-

trade of political scavengers and junk men. It has

lost its faith, its ideals, its integrity, fibre, force

and virtue. It smells of subservience, seduction

and shame. It is suffrage scrap.

Subject woman logically is good at bargaining,

but instinctively she shuns the second-hand store.

Also, if starvation compels or surfeit advises the

disposition of clothes or other comforts she ef

fectually erases all personal identification marks.

Is her vote, then, in essence or principle, to be

weighed up, junk-wise, by tariff thieves, panicky

politicians, mendacious, mendicant merchants and

assiduous advertising agencies?

Woman has borne much shame, but this last de

mand for her unquestioning, unthinking obedience

to the sneering tyranny of political overseers must

call forth rel>ollion or compel hopeless retreat.

Why should woman, personifying chastity, liv

ing all the social virtues and graces, clothed in

beautiful morality and serving the spirit of holi

ness undefiled, all as strictly stipulated by superior

man, finally degrade her honor and sink her im

maculate pride in the unspeakable shame of a sec

ond-hand vote.

Can the security of first-class homes be strength

ened by such political practice and material ?

Can the safety of children and the sensitiveness

of old age be protected or provided by such pathetic

prostitution?

Can the mistaken gift and the vicious use of

such votes ever be reconciled ?

Can the ideals of noble womanhood ever be real

ized by the assigned votes of the barrel-house

brigade?

The scavenger statesmen will say "Yes"' as easily

as they say "No" to every measure proposed or

advanced in the interest of better social conditions.

So long have they bought and sold in the open

market—been bought and sold in dark closets and

alleys,—that profit and preference are the regulat

ing principles of their soulless, inconceivable traf

fic.

They scream and shout about stockings, but they

are blind, deaf and dumb about white slavery, se

duction, age of consent and the legal loopholes

through which voteless women cannot pursue and

destroy them and their institutions.

The scavenger statesmen and their runners call

a vote a vote. Black, white or yellow. They

gather them all at the lowest price and steal from

woman a fair substitute for good measure.

*

Woman's wit and woman's skill, her discrimina

tion and courage, are as efficient, as expedient, as

reliable as man's.

Why not her vote ?

Because she is the home-maker, and too often

the home-supjK>rter, men say "her place is in the

home," while by their politics and other perversi

ties they are unfitting themselves for its blessings,

as they are unfitting the home itself to bless or

benefit.

Are we trading first-class opportunities for a

second-class life?

It is all in the vote— in all the votes.

Woman can save the day—and whatever stock

ings or other stock she needs.

Rut not with a second-hand vote.

GEO. E. BOWEN.

NEWS NARRATIVE

To use the reference figures of this Department for

obtaining continuous news narratives:

Observe the reference figures in any article ; turn back to the page

they indicate and find there the next preceding article, on the same

subject; observe the reference figures in that article, and turn back

as before; continue until you come to the earliest article on the sub

ject; then retrace your course through the indicated pages, reading

each article in chronological order, and you will have'a continuous

news narrative of the subject from its historical beginnings to date.*

Week ending Tuesday, March 30, 1909.

The Recall Election in Los Angeles.

At the "recall" election in Los Angeles on the

2Gth (p. 277) the only contestants for Mayor—the

Mayor in office having withdrawn from the con

test—were George Alexander, the candidate of the

"reeallers," and Fred C. Wheeler, the Socialist

party candidate'. It was only by a close vote that

Mr. Alexander defeated his Socialist adversary,

his vote being 14,003 and Mr. Wheeler's 12,342.
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About two-thirds of the normal vote was cast. The

newly elected Mayor will serve out the term of the

"recalled" Mayor, and an incumbent for the next

term will be chosen at the regular election next

January.

* +

Another San Francisco Sensation.

In connection with the trial of traction mag

nates in San Francisco for corrupting public offi

cials to secure franchises (pp. 63, 124), a sensa

tional disclosure was made on the 27th. The pros

ecution have for some time realized that their se

crets were leaking out and that the defense were

kept steadily posted. As this could result only

from treachery in his own office, the secret service

agent for the prosecution, William J. Burns, set

about investigating. His search was fruitless un

til he put his own secretary to the test of con

fidence regarding two names about whom only he

and his secretary knew anything. When the in

formation about these names echoed back from

traction headquarters, Mr. Burns accused his secre

tary, and so circumstantially that the secretary

made a complete confession. He acknowledged

bribery by the traction company, and the delivery

to them not only of information but of documents.

Upon the basis of this confession, arrests were

made of the claims agent of the traction company,

the chief counsel for the defense, three confidential

employes of the traction company, the attorney for

Abraham Ruef, an attache of the district attor

ney's office, and the confessing secretary himself.

Search warrants also were issued for the missing

papers. Tinder this authority, the premises of the

traction company and of its law offices were

searched, desks being pried open and safes broken

into. An injunction against the search, issued by

Judge Muraskey, was ignored. In the traction

offices no stolen documents were found ; but Mr.

Burns states that in its law offices numerous pri

vate records of his own, bearing upon the trial of

traction officers, were found and restored to him.

The Hew Congressional Rules.

Speaker Cannon has ignored the Fitzgerald

amendments to the rules in so far as they protect

"calendar Wednesday" (p. 271) from any authori

ty short of a two-thirds vote. On the 24th (Wed

nesday) he swept this rule aside and ordered the

tariff debate to proceed, holding that the amended

rules are not in effect when Congress is assembled

in extra session.

+ +

Tariff Proceedings in Congress.

Mr. Payne continued his defense of the Payne

tariff bill in the House (p. 298) on the 23d, occu

pying the entire session except a minute or two

at the close of the day. Champ Clark, the Demo

cratic leader, then got the floor to oppose the bill,

which he did in an all day speech on the 24th. The

debate became general on the 25th; and, with the

omission of Sunday the 28th, it has continued day

by day and is still in progress.

* *

The Consumer and the Tariff.

In behalf of the consuming interests of the

United States, the Tariff Reform Committee of

the Reform Club of New York City, has issued

this address:

After an interval of twelve years, a session of Con

gress has met to revise the tariff. This rare occa

sion makes the opportunity for the most effective

work of a decade by this committee. This revision

is forced upon the leaders In Congress, and the Ad

ministration, by the pressure of public opinion. To

the strong and widespread popular sentiment in fa

vor of a heavy reduction of duties the work of this

committee has contributed' in no small measure.

The essential situation surrounding the present

revision Is novel.

For the first time we have a vigorous tariff reduc

tion movement originated by Republicans and manu

facturers, and spreading In the party of "protection."

This movement, quite naturally, is not in accord

ance with our views In Important particulars, and

is apparently not yet strong enough to control the

revision; but it makes a serious division among the

protectionists. The feelmg between the standpat

ters and the reductionists is bitter and becoming

more so. In this clash a great deal of damaging

truth abcut "protection" can be brought out and

used to widen the breach.

This situation permits of forcing the discussion

of the whole tariff question, in Congress and before

the people, practically free from considerations of

party. This, In itself, is a long step toward the just

settlement of the question. Moreover, the impera

tive need of a great and prompt Increase in the rev

enue now compels the party of "protection" to rec

ognize the Insufficiency of any tariff they can frame,

and to compel serious consideration of various plans

for more direct taxation, as well as for increasing

revenue by reduction In certain rates of duty. This

makes the opportunity to show, in Congress and out,

and likewise without partisanship, the advantages of

more direct taxation over tariff taxation.

Under these exceptional circumstances, this com

mittee can accomplish, by reason of its experience

and connections, and at comparatively small expense,

a great deal toward the final breaking down of the

protective system, by supplying the most effective

facts, figures, arguments and suggestions to members

of Congress, newspapers, and certain special factors

of great Influence which can be stirred into activity

by well directed efforts. Persistent and intelligent

work on our part now can accomplish in a few

months results that ordinarily would be the work

of years.

We need at once several thousand dollars for car

rying on the work which has been already begun.

Many conclusive facts are available now, but can

not be procured and used without sufficient funds.

We can supply a large number of country newspa

pers with convincing Information in the Interest of
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the consumer, in plates which they are ready and

willing to use, if we can meet the necessary ex

pense. And we ought to carry on this service largely

just now. This is undoubtedly our best opportunity

in years for effective service. We ask all interested,

therefore, to send us as liberal a contribution as

they can to the fund of the Tariff Reform Commit

tee. Checks should be made payable to the order of

Louis Windmuller, Treasurer Reform Club, 42 Broad

way, New York. We trust that prompt attention will

be given to this matter, for there should be no cessa

tion or delay in our activity.

The committee issuing this address consists of

Byron W. Holt, chairman; James G. Parsons,

secretary; Everett V. Abbott, John G. Agar,

Henry de Forest Baldwin, Albert F. D'Oench,

Henry George, Jr., Bert Hanson, John J. Hopper,

Edward S. Kaufman, Wallace Macfarlane, Robert

Grier Monroe, Albert Plaut, Calvin Tomkins,

Frank L. Underwood, John De Witt Warner and

Louis Windmuller.

* *

The Liquor Question in Ohio.

Prohibition success at county option elections in

Ohio on the 29th is reported from Clark county,

where the city of Springfield voted against prohi

bition by a majority of 1,846, but the county as a

whole voted for prohibition 8,921, and against pro

hibition 8,910—a prohibition majority of 11. This

result affects 97 saloons and three breweries. In

nine other counties the vote was adverse to pro

hibition.

*

The law under which these local referendums

are held was enacted last April. It is known as

"the Rose county local option law." At the time

of its enactment prohibition prevailed in five coun

ties under the township option law. The first elec

tion under the new law, held September 26th, re

sulted in a prohibition victory. This was followed

by elections with a like result in 57 additional

counties. Altogether, 71 out of the 88 counties

of Ohio have voted, and of these 59 have voted for

county prohibition and 12 against it. The 17

counties that have not yet voted include those in

which are located the cities of Youngstown, Lima,

Chillicothe, Akron, Canton, Dayton, Columbus,

Toledo, Cleveland and Cincinnati.

Debating the "Rum Question."

At Milwaukee on the 26th a debate of extraor

dinary character took place. The issue was stated

in the following form: "Resolved, that prohibi

tion as applied to the manufacture and sale of

intoxicating beverages is right." The affirmative

was represented by Samuel Dickie, president of

Albion College, Albion, Mich.; the negative by

David S. Rose, Mayor of Milwaukee. Of the 40

ushers, half were Milwaukee aldermen and poli

ticians, chosen by Mayor Rose, the other half be

ing clergymen and church workers chosen by the

State chairman of the Prohibition party. Some

5,000 persons were present, and Judge Warren D.

Tarrant presided. The debate as reported in the

dispatches was bitter on both sides.

* *

Chicago School Board News.

The newspapers of Chicago on the 25th made a

sensation of the withdrawal from the school board

(p. 220) meeting of the night before, of four

of the five members of what is commonly called

the "Dunne board" in contradistinction to the

members appointed by Mayor Busse. The sen

sational feature of the matter was the fact

that their withdrawal left the meeting with

out a quorum, and thereby directed attention

to the habitual delinquency of the Busse mem

bers. The meeting adjourned until the 29th

without having done any business. Another sen

sational feature was the fact that the withdrawing

members gave as their reason that the majority

had refused to correct falsified records of the pro

ceedings so as to make the records conform to the

facts. The situation is described in the subjoined

statement of March 25 to the Chicago newspapers,

from Louis F. Post, one of the withdrawing mem

bers:

News reports of the withdrawal of four "Dunne

trustees" from Wednesday's school board meeting

raises but one Important question. This is the ques

tion of the temporary stoppage of public business

caused by the consequent lack of a quorum at that

meeting. As one of the withdrawing trustees, I ask

of you the space for a statement of my own atti

tude toward that question.

It resolves itself into two elements: First, did

the circumstances justify us in withdrawing? Sec

ond, which set of trustees—the "Dunne trustees" or

the "Busse trustees"—is really responsible for the

resulting condition of no quorum?

On the point of whether our withdrawal was justi

fied by the circumstances, it seems to me that It

must be approved by every disinterested and fair

person to whom the circumstances are known. There

was nothing else left us, except unprotesting sub

mission to an arrogant majority.

This majority has excluded the minority from rep

resentation on special committees concerned with

questions distinctly at issue between the minority and

the majority. These committees have held their im

portant meeting.: outside the Board rooms and secret

ly. They have violated the Board rules by giving

no notice to minority members of the Board, of the

time and place of such meetings. And In this they

have been supported arbitrarily by the majority of

the Board. The majority has furthermore brought

important measures Into Board meetings, from

secret caucuses and without notice to the minority,

and "put them through" by mere force of allied

numbers. And It has carried this arrogant policy

to a climax by persistently violating the State law

requiring the Board of Education to keep a faithful

record of all its proceedings.

Of falsifications of the record, there are two notable
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Instances. Resolutions introduced regularly and

voted upon regularly were excluded from the record

upon the obviously false and therefore insulting

pretext that they were "scandalous and impertinent."

Of the disingenuousness of this ground of exclusion

persons Interested will be definitely informed in

good time; it need only be said here, that at last

Wednesday's meeting seven "Busse trustees" out

of thirteen trustees present—a majority of the meet

ing but not of the Board—voted against submitting

copies of the excluded resolutions to all memoers

before deciding finally upon their exclusion from

the records. Two other members of the majority

declined to vote on the question of so informing

uninformed members of the Board, for the extraor

dinary reason that they themselves were uninformed!

The immediate reason, however, for my withdraw

al from the meeting was the refusal of the majority

to correct the erroneous record of the adoption by

the Board of the Commonwealth Electric Lighting

contract. In its original form, this contract had

been Introduced in the Board without notice to the

minority members. Yet the majority attempted to

. "put it through" then and there and "sight unseen."

Fortunately the majority present did not constitute

a quorum at that meeting. What would have hap

pened had they controlled the quorum that night

can only be conjectured. But In the absence of a

quorum so constituted, the "Dunne" minority were

able to call a halt. Consideration of this contract

was therefore postponed, and its character dis

closed. It proved to be a monopoly contract of the

worst kind—poorly drawn for the protection of the

schools, and rotten to the core. After many weeks

the same contract came again before the Board,

greatly altered for the better but still objectionable.

An amendment was then inserted at the Board meet

ing, however, which obviated the objections by sub

jecting the contract to revocation by the Board at

its pleasure after fourteen months. So altered it

was adopted unanimously. But the record of these

proceedings, absurdly crude in parliamentary form,

is also deeply tainted with sins of omission. Yet

the majority stolidly refused last Wednesday to

alter the record to conform to the facts.

It was then and for that reason, and I expressed

it upon the floor, that I asked and received leave

to withdraw for the remainder of the session, a^d

did withdraw. Whatever the effect of this may have

been upon the quorum, I submit that under the cir

cumstances it was a legitimate, and in all probability

the only legitimate, method of protest left me by

the majority.

It resulted in breaking the quorum. Three other

"Dunne trustees"—Raymond Robins, Wiley W. Mills

and Dr. John Guerin—took about the same view of

the matter that I did, and also withdrew. John J.

Sonsteby alone of the "Dunne trustees" remained,

but his presence did not make a quorum, for there

were only nine "Busse trustees" in attendance, and

the number of members necessary for a quorum is

11.

This situation raises the second point enumerated

above,—the question of responsibility for lack of

a quorum. Does the responsibility rest upon the

"Dunne trustees" who withdrew from that meeting,

or upon those "Busse trustees" whose habitual ne

glect of their official duty of attendance left the

Board without a quorum?

The question seems to be emphatically answered

by the fact that the "Busse trustees" have an over

whelming majority of Board members. At least

three of them could be absent from every meeting

and yet leave a quorum, without the presence of a

single "Dunne" member.

Here are the facts. There are 21 seats in all.

One is vacant because Mayor Busse has not yet

found a suitable successor to the late Shelly O'Ryan.

He appointed a successor to the late Trustee Gun-

derson before the funeral, but has delayed the other

appointment for five full months or more. A second

seat Is legitimately vacant because Its occupant,

Mrs. Frake, has for weeks been seriously ill. Of

the 19 remaining seats, 5 are occupied by "Dunne

trustees." So the "Busse board" has 14 available

memberships, or 3 more than a full quorum.

Nevertheless, out of the 17 meetings of the School

Board since the beginning of the present school

year the "Busse" members in attendance have num

bered enough to make a quorum at not more than

6 meetings. At 9 out of 15 of those meetings the

"Dunne trustees" made the quorum for the ma

jority members. At one meeting—that of March io

—when two "Dunne trustees" were accidentally ab-.

sent, the meeting wholly failed of a quorum for

lack of those two members. And at the 17th meeting

there were only nine "Busse trustees" in attendance.

Where have the other "Busse trustees" been all

this time? Where were they on Wednesday night?

Enjoying themselves in California. Off on private

business. Out for personal pleasure. Wherever they

have been and whatever doing, they were leaving it

to the "Dunne trustees" to fill out quorums for their

attending associates to dominate and finally to mis

represent in the official record.

Since the "Busse board" has been heralded as a

"business" School Board, and has an overwhelming

majority, would it be "scandalous" or "impertinent."

to ask what "business" means in the vocabulary of

those gentlemen? Is it really too much to expect

them to see to It that shool business Is done in pref

erence to private business and pleasure pursuits—

to the extent at least of furnishing a quorum them

selves?

Be that, however, as it may be, upon what theory

do these school board representatives of "business"

■ venture, in indignant phrases, to throw upon the

"Dunne trustees" any responsibility whatever for

lack of a quorum of 11 at any time or under any

circumstances in a body in which they themselves

number 14 living, physically healthy, and mentally

obedient members?

One word in conclusion. In any view of the matter

it was more Important, in my judgment, for the

people of Chicago to know that the "business" Board

of Education does not attend to its business, and

that under its control the proceedings are not faith

fully recorded, than that the finance committee's re

port should have been approved last Wednesday

night instead of next Monday night. This desirable

publicity was secured by the action of myself and my

associates last Wednesday, and probably in the only-

way in which it could have been done.
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The record of attendance during the current

school year, as shown by the printed proceedings

of the Board, and with reference to the so-called

"Busse board" and the so-called '"Dunne Board,"

is as follows:

Quorum com-

Busae. Dunne, pleted by

July 1 12 5 Busse

July 15 12 4 Busse

Sept. 2 10 4 Dunne

Sept. 23 11 3 Busse

Oct. 7 9 3 Dunne

Oct. 21 11 3 Busse

Nov. 4 10 5 Dunne

Nov. 18 9 5 Dunne

Dec. 2 6 5- Dunne

Dec. 16 9 5 Dunne

Dec. 30 11 5 Busse

Jan. 13 11 4 Busse

Jan. 27 9 3 Dunne

Feb. 10 9 3 Dunne

Feb. 24 G 5 Dunne

March 10 6 3 No quorum

March 24 9 5 Dunne

Out of fifteen meetings, then, the "Dunne"

■ trustees completed the quorum at nine. The six

teenth meeting was without a quorum because the

full "Dunne" forces did not happen to attend, and

the "Busse" forces were below the quorum mark.

The seventeenth meeting—that of last Wednes

day—was without a quorum as soon as four of the

five "Dunne trustees" withdrew.

+

The lost quorum meeting of last week having

adjourned to the 29th. "Busse" members then at

tended to the number of II, and were formally

congratulated from the floor by the "Dunne" mem

bers upon having now "produced a quorum of

their own at seven meetings out of eighteen" dur

ing the present school year. Routine business was

disposed of without difficulty. Some of the new

business involved a veiled attack upon the Teach-

. ers' Federation. It came in the form of a motion

by MY. TIrion (of the business committee) to ap

point a special committee to investigate the Jef

ferson High School with reference to criticisms of

its teaching force by the "North Central Associa

tion of Colleges and Secondary Schools," and re

quired the special committee to—

inquire into, as fully as possible or such committee

may deem advisable, the personnel of the teaching

force in said high school as to their age, experience,

- qualification and social affiliations by way of member

ships in clubs or organizations, so as to enable this

Board to determine wherein said teaching force falls

short, if in fact it falls short at all, and to determine

the accuracy of the decision of the North Central

Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools in re

moving said high school from the accredited list.

+ +

Woman Suffrage in Illinois.

Woman suffrage headquarters have been estab

lished at Springfield, HI., at 320 South Fifth

street, where they will be maintained until the

close of the legislative session, if necessary in

furtherance of thp movement foi* suffrage legisla

tion. Three bills are pending. One is that of the

Chicago charter convention (p. 274), and one is

for an amendment to the State Constitution.

Among the delegates of the Chicago Woman's

Club, chosen to lobby for the bills, are Jane Ad-

dams, Mrs. Ilenrotin, Mrs. Watkins, Mrs. Stubbs,

Mrs. Stewart, Anna Clapp, Grace S. Nicholes,

Mrs. C.raham Taylor, Caroline M. Hill. Catharine

Waugh MeCullough and Mary McDowell.

* *

The Coal-Mining Labor Controversy.

At the meeting of the anthracite coal miners,

which met at Scranton on the 23d (pp. 272-273)

and remained in session on the 24th, the following

recommendation of its committee on policy was

adopted :

We hereby reaffirm the demands formulated and

agreed to at the special convention of Districts 1, 7

and 9, United Mine Workers of America, held in the

city of Scranton, Oct. 12, 1908. We hereby author

ize and instruct the United Mine Workers, and, so

far as our authority goes, the mine workers of the

anthracite coal region, to remain now and continue

at work on and after' the first of April. 1909, under

the terms of the agreement of 1906 and until such

time as they are otherwise notified by the official

representatives of Districts 1, 7 and 9 of the United

Mine Workers of America.

A suspension of coal mining has, therefore, been

avoided for the present; but there still is a possi

bility of a strike, though it is remote.

A resolution introduced by a district officer,

which in substance asked President Taft to create

a commission similar to the one appointed by

President Roosevelt in 1902, evoked a heated de

bate, with the result that the resolution was re

ferred to the three executive boards. Nearly all

of the leaders were against it.

The Des Moines Plan in Operation

The first year of operation of the Des Moines

plan (vol. xi, pp. 26, 57 ; vol. xii, pp. 5, 301) of city

government (by commission subject to referendum,

initiative and recall), which will be complete on

the 31st of March, is described in these terms by

Associated Press dispatches—we copy from the

Chicago Tribune of the 25th: "Des Moines' first

year under the commission form of government

ends next Wednesday, after twelve months of

what everybody considers the most efficient and

economical conduct of municipal affairs the city

ever has experienced. For the second time in

its history Des Moines has lived within its in
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come. Starting under the handicap of a $180,-

000 debt left by former administrations, the

commission will end the year without exceeding

a single appropriation, and with money left over

in several of the funds. Old debts were paid

off by a bond issue, but none of the money derived

from the sale of bonds was used in paying current

expenses. Not only has the city been managed

more economically than ever before, but more ef

ficient service has been rendered in every depart

ment. The streets have keen kept clean, paving has

been laid according to contract, civil service has

been installed in all departments, the efficacy of

the police department has been increased, a new

system of accounting has been installed—in fact,

the entire municipal government lias been placed

on a business basis."

•*• *

An Indian War.

Fighting between Indians and Negro outlaws

with sheriff's men in Oklahoma on the 2.5th, in

which several Negroes were killed, has precipitated

a small Indian war in the eastern central part of

that State. The Indians involved are the Snake

clan of the Creeks, headed by their chief, Chitti

Harjo, or Crazy Snake (vol. ix, p. 823). On the

27th, when a sheriff's posse was sent to Chitti

Harjo's home near Checotah to arrest him, the In

dians opened fire and two of the posse were shot,

one of them the sheriff's son. Five companies of

the State troops were immediately called out, un

der command of Colonel Hoffman, and an Indian

war was regarded as on. Chitti Harjo with one or

two hundred followers fled before the troops into

the Hickory hills, but his son, a young college-

bred man, fell into the hands of the white men.

How the latter obtained information from the son

as to his father's plans is thus reported in one of

the dispatches from Oklahoma City : "Crazy Snake

is in personal command. This was established by

the testimony choked out of his college-bred son by

means of a nice new inch rope. Young Harjo was

strung up by the determined deputies until nearly

dead. Then he gasped out that his father was in

command, named the Indian who killed the depu

ties, told the officers how to trail the band, and

did everything which a stoical redman is supposed

not to do when in the hands of his enemies." On

the 29th the band of Indians was reported as hav

ing been surrounded in the North Canadian bot

toms near Pierce, by three hundred militiamen,

cowboys and deputy sheriffs, who were anxious to

bring on a battle, but the Indians were playing a

waiting game, and still eluded them.

* *

The Single Tax in Canada.

Another Canadian town has adopted the single

tax method of raising local revenues '(vol. ix, r>.

518; vol. xi, p. 787; vol. xii, p. 274). This is Oak

Bay, British Columbia. In doing so it has fol

lowed the example of its larger neighbor, Nan-

aimo. By a vote of 4 to 3 in the Council—the

Reeve of the town sitting as presiding officer hav

ing broken a tie—it was decided to exempt all

improvements from taxation. In explaining his

casting vote, the Reeve said that they already

taxed improvements at only half their value, and

if this was a good plan it ought to be a better

one not to tax them at all. The substance of all

the arguments in favor of this exemption, which

throws all taxation for local revenues upon the

local land values, was the same as that of Coun

cilor McGregor, who proposed the change. As

reported by the Victoria Daily Times of the 2d, he

said that—■

they wanted to encourage the erection of good

buildings. People should not be taxed because they

built a good house on their land or because it

was well fenced. A poor house, he thought, did

harm to the community, whereas a good building

added to the value of the municipality. Vacant

lands, he asserted, held the place back while improv

ing in value itself at the expense of the neighbor

ing land. For this reason alone they should not

fine a man for improving his place, for that was

really what the present methods of taxation meant.

* *

New International Naval Code.

The principles of law in regard to maritime

war agreed upon by the Maritime Conference in

session at London last winter (p. 108) were made

public in the United States on the 21st. These

principles will serve as law for the international

prize court to be established at The Hague. They

deal especially with the moot points of blockade,

"contraband," "continuous voyage" (p. 108),

right of search and capture. The Chicago Tribune

thus summarizes the statements on these points:

The essence of the declaration on blockade is that

it must be confined to the ports and coasts belonging

to or occupied by the enemy and that the blockade to

be binding must be effective. The Anglo-American

doctrine of notice of blockade was adopted, as

against the Continental. This is that notice through

diplomatic channels of the establishment of such

blockade is sufficient.

A compromise was reached in the matter of the

doctrine of continuous voyage, all parties making

concessions; but the main features of the Anglo-

American doctrine that the ultimate destination of

the contraband shall determine whether such cargo

is subject to seizure as contraband, is retained in

the case of absolute contraband; but is given up in

the case of conditional contraband.

On the question of contraband, the conference

adopted three classifications—viz. : Absolute, con

ditional, and not contraband. Absolute contraband

includes generally articles and implements of war,

and that may be used in war. Conditional contra

band includes food supplies, fodder, and grain, cloth

ing, suitable for military use: gold and silver, coined

and in bars, and paper representing money, airships

and flying machines, fuel, lubricants, powders and
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explosives not specially designed for war use, barbed

wire, horseshoes and shoeing outfits.

Article 47 provides that any person belonging to

the armed forces of the enemy and found on board of

a neutral war vessel may be made a prisoner of war,

even though there be no ground for seizing the ves

sel. This principle conforms to the attitude taken by

the United States In the famous Mason and Slidell

case during the civil war, when these men were

taken from the British steamer Trent.

The conference declared In article 48 that a neu

tral vessel which has been seized can not be de

stroyed by the captor, but must be conducted Into

the proper port, In order that the validity of the cap

ture may be determined upon. As an exception to

this rule it Is declared that a neutral vessel seized

by a belligerent and which is subject to confiscation

may be destroyed If the observance of article 48

might jeopardize the safety of the war vessel or the

sucess of the operations in which the latter is actu

ally engaged.

+ *

British Politics.

A party question was made by the Conservatives

in Parliament on the 29th, on the question of naval

appropriations. Following the jingo excitement

of the past few weeks, over reports that Germany

was adding enormously to her naval equipment and

that therefore England was in danger, the Lib

eral leaders had decided to provide for two more

"Dreadnaughts." It was upon this declaration

that the Conservatives raised the party issue. They

moved a vote of lack of confidence in the Ministry

on the ground that its policy "respecting the im

mediate provision for battleships of the newest

type does not sufficiently secure the safety of the

Empire." In the ensuing debate the Conserva

tives demanded eight "Dreadnaughts" immediate

ly. They were reproached by the Liberals for

making a party question of such a matter, and Sir

Edward Grey, the secretary for foreign affairs, as

sured the House that the Ministry had taken ade

quate steps to place British capabilities of con

struction beyond doubt. He then spoke of the

progressive improvement in Anglo-German rela

tions and said that in his opinion the only thing

that could disturb these relations would be an at

tempt by either country to isolate the other, a

thing which neither contemplated. Discussing the

diplomatic aspects of the question, he said that

naval expenditures frequently had been discussed

by the two countries, always without reserve, and

with friendly intentions and expectations. There

was apprehension in Germany, he added, that

Great Britain was preparing to attack it. This he

characterized as "a wild and absurd idea." The

motion for vote of lack of confidence was lost by

353 to 135.

* +

Great Britain and Germany.

While the House of Commons in London were

ronsidering British relations with Germany, the

German Chancellor was referring in a speech in

the Beichstag at Berlin to the "absurdity of the

political fanatics in assuming that there was any

hostile feeling between Great Britain and Ger

many." He reviewed the economic "community

of interests" of the two countries, and declared

that "Great Britain is for us the most important

of all countries with which we trade." The Ger

man government, he explained, was not thinking

of entering into competition with the British sea

power, the only purpose of Germany's naval equip

ment being to defend the German sea coasts and

trade; and he added: "The Imperial government

will continue to regard as its task the promotion

of all friendly tendencies between Great Britain

and Germany and a better understanding between

the two peoples, so that no room will be left for

suspicion."

* *

The Unemployed of England.

An enormous mass meeting of clergymen as

sembled in Hyde Park, London, on the 10th (as

reported in Chicago Daily Socialist correspondence

on the 24th) to demand the taxation of landed

estates (pp. 201, 211, 219) above $25,000 in value,

for the relief of the starving unemployed. Ac

cording to this report more than 2,000 ministers

attended the meeting and the Bev. John H. Clif

ford, a Presbyterian, was the main speaker. He

told the clergymen that the unemployed situation

was so serious that immediate relief was demanded,

and that while the great landed proprietors were

practically without burden, the rate payers of the

cities were being burdened beyond measure to

support an intolerable situation. ''When hundreds

of thousands of human beings are in a state of

absolute starvation," said Dr. Clifford, "it is time

to look around a little. The great landowners of

England are not bearing their share of the burdens

which have fallen upon society for various reasons.

The nobles, the barons and the landed gentry can

not realize the facts as they exist in London today.

Perhaps they will realize them if they are brought

home to them in a concrete form, in the shape of

a tax. You will never cure the unemployed situa

tion until you make the pocketbooks of the gentry

open up. That is the only way the landed gentry

will understand." Dr. Clifford's remarks were

cheered to the echo by the other ministers. Most

of those present agreed to preach a sermon on the

unemployed situation and the proposed land tax

for relief measures before leaving the meeting.

Servian-Austrian Question Settled.

"War in the Balkans" with the approach of

spring has been threatened during the winter,

over the question of the assimilation of Bosnia and

Herzegovina by Austria during Turkey's distrac

tion while developing constitutionalism. Though
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Turkey acquiesced in the seizure, beiug pacified by

an indemnity (p. 82), Servia saw her hopes of an

enlarged Servian nation formed of the- allied

states of Servia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and her

dreams of a possible great Slavic coalition, de

stroyed with the absorption into the Austrian Em

pire of these two distinctly Slavic states. For the

avoidance of war the statesmen of western

Europe have put pressure on both Austria and Ser

via to adjust their differences. But Austria has

held firmly on to her prizes ; and Servia, finding

the support she had confidently looked to receive

from the greatest of the Slavic nations—Russia—

not forthcoming, has been obliged to relinquish

her hopes and give way. The Powers were report

ed on the 29th to have recognized the annexation by

Austria-Hungary of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and

to have unofficially given Servia to understand

that she had better accept the settlement.

To the international difficulties of the Servians

at this juncture have been added inadequacies in

the functional service of their royal house. Under

fire for personal delinquencies, George, the Crown

Prince, elder son of King Peter, has renounced his

right of succession, and his younger brother, Alex

ander, refuses to assume his resp'.ncibilities.

NEWS NOTES

—The Chicago charter bills (p. 2 • 0 were Intro

duced in both houses of the Illinois legislature on

the 23d.

—The very last of the American troops of the sec

ond intervention in Cuba are leaving the island this

week (p. 130).

—Thirty-one death sentences for political prison

ers (p. 86) were confirmed by the supreme militnry

court of Russia on the 25th.

—The committees on banks and banking, of the

two houses of the Nebraska legislature, have agreed

In Joint session upon a bill for guaranteeing bank

deposits (vol. xl, pp. 539, 581, 588).

—The California Senate bas defeated, by 20 to

15, the joint resolution for submitting to popular

vote a Constitutional amendment providing for the

Initiative and referendum at State elections.

—A terrific electrical storm which swept a dis

trict thirty miles north of Fort Worth, Tex., on the

24th, wrecked fifty houses and stores, and caused

the deaths of thirteen people, injuring many more.

—The William J. Bryan bill for establishing in

the Nebraska University a chair for instruction in

citizenship and good government has passed both

houses of the Nebraska legislature and gone to the

Governor.

—Jan Pouren, the refugee whose extradition from

New York has been sought by the Russian govern

ment (vol. xi, p. 723; vol. xii, p. 208), was discharged

from custody on the 30th by United States Commis

sioner Hitchcock on the ground that while guilty

of arson, attempted murder and burglary, Pouren

had acted as a revolutionist and without criminal

intent.

—Governor Hughes of New York, on the 23d, dis

missed the charges against DIs'.rict Attorney Jerome

(vol. xl, p. 541), basing his action upon the recom

mendation of Judge Hand whom he had appointed to

take evidence and report.

—The kidnapers of a child, Willie Whltla of

Sharon, Pa., were arrested in Cleveland. On> the

person of one of them was found $9,790 in marked

bills, of which $10,000 had been paid by the father

of the boy for his surrender.

—The second elections in Italy having been held

(p. 252) It now appears that in the new Parliament

the Socialists have 32, the Republicans 17, and the

Radicals 31, making a total of 80 votes on the Left

of the Chamber—29 more than in the former Parlia

ment.

—The woman suffragists who were sent to prison

for demonstrations in Parliament Square February

24 (p. 225), were greeted enthusiastically when re

leased from Holloway jail on the 24th of March.

Lady Constance Lytton was among the women re

leased.

—A conference of economists, educators, manufac

turers and labor leaders is to meet at the City Club,

Chicago, on the 10th of April, under the auspices of

the American Association for Labor Legislation.

Following the business session, a public meeting will

be held at Hull House in the evening.

—Charles B. Waite, a pioneer of Chicago, a brother

at the Illinois bar with Abraham Lincoln, a Judge in

Utah under Lincoln's appointment, a noted linguist,

and especially distinguished as the author of "History

of the Christian Religion in the First Two Centuries,"

died at Chicago on the 25th at the age of 85.

—Congressman McCall of Massachusetts intro

duced in the House on the 30th a resolution request

ing the President to open negotiations with the va

rious nations of the globe looking to an agreement

for the neutralization of the Philippines, and for the

general recognition of their independence whenever

it is granted by the United States.

—At the Cleveland Council meeting on the 22nd,

the proposed traction ordinances (p. 295) were intro

duced and referred to committee of the whole to

meet in continuous public session on the 29th. The

general ordinance upon which negotiations are to pro

ceed with a view to complete settlement within sixty

days, was supplemented by 15 other ordinances as

a basis for action if the settlement falls.

—Under the operation of the Illinois 2-cent a mile

law the railroads In Illinois increased their revenue

from passenger service by $3,079,232 in the year

1908, according to figures in the annual report of the

Railroad and Warehouse Commission, a digest of

which has just been placed in the hands of Governor

Deneen. This would indicate that the 2-cent rate

of fare produces more business In Illinois than in

Missouri (p. 208).

—An effort to organize the teachers (p. 220) in

the United States and Canada, numbering nearly

500,000, is reported as about to he road.e under the
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auspices of the North America Teachers' League.

The announcement was made at Boston on the 25th

by Frederick A. Tupper, head master of the Brighton

school. The object is stated to be to obtain higher

salaries and pensions for teachers, and national and

State aid for education.

—National banks in Kansas are complaining to

President Taft that the deposit guarantee law (vol.

xl, pp. 539, 581, 588) now in full operation in Kansas

under State statutes, is depleting their deposits,

and are asking permission to avail themselves of the

privileges of that law. Such permission was denied

by Attorney General Bonaparte, to the national banks

of Oklahoma where the first of the deposit insur

ance laws has been in effect for several months.

—The McCormlck branch of the Harvester trust

has opened a 90-acre plot of vacant land in Chicago

for use for city gardens, after the manner of the

Philadelphia City Gardens Association. They have

acted under the advice of their "social welfare ad

viser," C. W. Price; and the executive board for su

perintending the use of the land consists of Laura

Dainty Pelham, Amelia Sears, Harriet Vittum, C. W.

Price, W. H. Schultz, Jens Jensen and F. A. Winkle-

man.

—In the Gompers-Morrison-Mitchell case (p. 272)

a motion was made on the 25th to allow an appeal

to the Supreme Court of the United States, by the

boycotted Buck's Stove and Range Company, from

the decision of the Supreme Court of the District of

Columbia which modified the labor injunction so as

to permit printed discussion by Gompers and his as

sociates regarding the boycott. In their motion the

stove company placed their loss in consequence of

the boycott at $25,000 a year.

—The monthly statement of the United States

Treasury Department (p. 209) for February, 1909,

shows the following thus far for the fiscal year end

ing June 30, 1909:

Gold reserve fund $150,000,000.00

Available cash balance 141.263,812.52

Total $291,263,812.52

On hand at close of last fiscal year, June 30,

1908 389,557.933.16

Decrease $ 98,294,120.64

—The second national peace congress will be held

in Chicago from May 3 to 5. The object will be the

same as at the first, held In New York in 1907 (vol.

x, p. 58), namely, the strengthening of public senti

ment for international arbitration and the considera

tion of the next steps to be taken towards the realiza

tion of universal peace. Speakers of world-wide repu

tation have been invited, Including government offi

cials of the United States, Great Britain, Germany,

France, Japan, China, South America and other coun

tries.

—An "Bight-Hour Mending Circle" has been added

to the activities of the Chicago Women's Trade

Union League. The public is cordially invited to

send garments which need repairs to Room 503,

275 La Sal!e street. A schedule of prices will be

furnished on application. The work is to be done

by skilfull workwomen under the superintendence

of Mrs. Arnold Dresden, chairwoman. The proceeds

of the first meeting, held April 1, will be given to the

Hat Trimmers of Newark and New York, who have

been out on strike for several months.

—George B. Frankforter, dean of the college of

chemistry of the University of Minnesota, has an

nounced a discovery which it is supposed will en

able the United States to produce 100 times as much

wood pulp paper as has been believed to be possible.

The process consists in laying sawdust on a steel

incline over a furnace and subjecting It to distilla

tion. Gasoline is poured over the sawdust, dis

solving the turpentine and resin, which pass off as

gas. Wood pulp remains, free from pitch, and suit

able for the manufacture of paper.

—On Sunday the 21st, a large audience at the Gar-

rick theater, Chicago, listened to a "travel talk" by

Frank B. Robertson on "Petras and Palestine." The

talk was illustrated with unusually beautiful pictures,

and was itself pleasing and interesting. Petras val

ley, never before visited by white men, was traversed

by Mr. Robertson's party under Turkish guard, the

objective point being Aaron's tomb on one of the

highest mountain peaks. The red sandstone cliffs

of the valley were very much like the views of the

Grand Canyon of the Colorado river in Arizona.

—Dispatches from New Zealand to London on the

23d reported that the British Antarctic expedition

under the leadership of Lieutenant E. H. Shackleton

(vol. x, p. 735) had succeeded in getting to within

111 miles of the South Pole—354 miles nearer than

the point reached by the "Discovery" expedition in

1901-2, of which Mr. Shackleton was a member. ^The

land and ice travel of the expedition was made with

the aid of motor cars and ponies. The south magnet

ic pole was located, and Mt. Erebus, the great ant

arctic volcano, over 11,000 feet in height, was as

cended.

—The statistics of exports and Imports of the

United States (p. 209) for the eight months ending

February 28, 1909, as given by the statistical sheet

of the Department of Commerce and Labor for Feb

ruary, 1909, were as follows (M standing for mer

chandise, G for gold and S for silver) :

Exports. Imports. Balance.

M $1,157,758,148 $816,252,350 $341,505,798 exp.

G 44,423,651 30,864.993 13,558,658 exp.

S 35.717.769 28,256,415 7,461,354 exp.

$1,237,899,568 $875,378,758 $362,525,810 exp.

From July 1, 1897, to June 30, 1908 $5,612,641,686 exp.

From 1834 to June 30, 1908 $8,235,619,317 exp.

—Hobart P. Young, an Independent Republican

candidate for alderman from the Third ward of Chi

cago, at the approaching municipal election (p. 299),

in opposition to Milton J. Foreman (Republican),

withdrew in the heat of his campaign on the 24th,

giving this as his reason:

I was most reluctant to enter the field, but certain

friends who are members of an organization whose prin

cipal object is to Inquire into and know the record of

aldermen who seek re-election led me to believe that

Milton J. Foreman had become an "undesirable citizen"

and should be retired from public life. I am now reliably

informed that a number of the members of the executive

committee of the Municipal Voters' League believe that

Mr. Foreman is entitled to be returned to the City Coun

cil on his record. I have the highest respect for these

gentlemen, and great confidence In their Judgment of the

fitness of men to continue in the city's service as alder
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men, and whatever may be my own opinion about Mr.

Foreman, if the League believes that he should be in

dorsed, I do not feel called upon as a citizen to make a

personal sacrifice in an attempt to defeat him. My can

didacy is now not only unnecessary, but if the Municipal

Voters' League is right is unjustified.

—The monthly treasury report of receipts and

expenditures of the Federal government (p. 254) for

February, 1909, shows the following thus far for the

fiscal year ending June, 30, 1909:

Receipts—

Tariff $188,294,357.09

Internal revenue 164,674,211.69

Miscellaneous 34,606,433.45 $387,575,002.23

Expenses—

Civil and miscellaneous 109.547,760.83

War 88,242,602.66

Navy 76,536,851.61

Indians 11,984,335.57

Pensions 109,803,991.23

Public Works 61,938,296.68

Interest 15,883,143.55 473.936,982.13

Deficit $ 86,361,979.90

—To encourage gardening (pp. 99, 277) among the

working classes, the city authorities of Frankfort,

writes Consul General Guenther in Consular Re

ports for March 25, have let out to them at a very

low rent small tracts of land belonging to the city.

Altogether there are about 36 acres of muni

cipal land let for that purpose, divided among 258

different cultivators, and to the association for pro

moting gardening on a small scale. Besides this, a

tract of about 4 acres of municipal land has been

let for the same purpose to the employes of the city's

tramways and electric works. These little gardens,

says Mr. Guenther, are a great source of contentment

to the leaseholders and their women and children.

The system is also in vogue in Berlin and other Ger

man cities.

PRESS OPINIONS

The Strength of Protection.

Johnstown (Pa.) Democrat (ind. Dem.), March 20.

—It would do some good If every Democratic mem

ber of Congress would prepare for the big battle

on the Payne bill by reading Henry George's "Pro

tection or Free Trade?" That is the only discussion

of the tariff we have ever seen which explains the

secret of the strength of the protective idea. It also

frankly discloses the weakness of the so-called "tar

iff reform" doctrine.

+ *

The Tariff and the Steel Trust.

New York Financial Review (financial), Feb. 27.—

There is but little question that the powers that be

laid their plans with consummate skill to break the

steel stocks. Two considerations, apparently, ruled

in their scheme ; first, it was their deliberate purpose

to browbeat Congress with a threat to reduce wages ;

and in the second place they planned to scoop up a

few millions in the form of cheap steel stocks. Their

plans are carrying well, indeed. When half a mil

lion working men in the steel-mill districts and their

friends send a vigorous protest to their several rep

resentatives in Congress against tariff reduction on

steel, the Solons at Washington will sit up and take

notice. Then "things will begin to work" and swaps

will be made. Tariff reform measures will not be so

drastic as they might have been. There is no doubt

in the minds of well informed men that this is the

great end in view in the diabolical work on steel

securities—or rather steel insecurities—within the

last ten days.

* *

The Tariff Prestidigiteurization.

Johnstown (Pa.) Democrat (ind. Dem.), March 24.

—The fraudulent character of the Payne bill is re

vealed in the statement from Washington that "with

the Increase in the rates, notwithstanding the sweep

ing reductions in duties in many schedules, the

equivalent ad valorem rate of duties under the new

law will be nearly 46 per cent, as against a little

more than 44 per cent under existing law." Yet the

Republicans are under a solemn pledge to revise the

tariff in the interest of the consumer. President Taft

is likewise personally pledged for a revision down

ward. But we find as a net result of months of tariff

tinkering that the burden on the people is to be

sensibly increased.

+ +

The Comic Tariff Measure.

William Marion Reedy in the St. Louis Mirror

ind.), March 25.—The mountain has labored and

produced a ridiculous muss. ... Do I understand

the tariff bill? I do not. Does anyone understand

the measure? No! About all that is indisputably

clear is the fact that Mr. J. Pierpont Morgan's col

lection of antique art, now held in London, is to be

admitted free. ... I believe in free art, but it

seems to me that free tea would be a greater boon

to the people. Or free hosiery! Some of the tariff

revision revises up, and some of it revises down.

What's the odds if by new systems of valuation on

imports the net result remains the same to the pub

lic?. . . . The revision may be largely bogus, a false

pretense, and all that, but it will be a long time be

fore the public finds this out. There will be a

debate in Congress on the details of the bill but who

of the masses will read the debate? Nobody. We

are all more interested in the "Newlyweds," and

"Little Nemo," and "Yens the Yanitor," in the comic

supplements. Yet there's nothing more comic than

a Republican revision of the tariff by its friends.

Specific Tariff Burdens.

(James G. Parsons in) the Johnstown (Pa.) Dem

ocrat (Dem.), March 1.—Senator Cummins maintains

that by making duties specific instead of ad valor

em they will be simpler and can be collected

more easily and cheaply by the Treasury

But the decisive and overwhelming evil of specific

duties is that they bear most unevenly on the people,

falling always with greater severity upon the cheap

er goods, which must be used by the masses of peo

ple of small means and the very poor. A poor man

will buy a so-called woolen garment for a dollar. A

rich man will buy a corresponding garment for four

dollars. If the tariff tax is specific and amounts to

fifty cents on a garment, the poor man will lie

mulcted 50 per cent on his purchase, and the rich
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man only 12% per cent on his. This sort of thing,

going on day after day, on a great many purchases,

in good times and bad, steadily drains the weakest

part of the consuming public of millions in forced

tribute, lessening their ability to buy other commodi

ties, and aiding to drive numbers into pauperism,

especially in times of industrial depression. It is

one of the meanest and most destructive forms of

class discrimination.

+ *

The Coffee Joke in the Tariff Bill.

Chicago Record Herald (ind. Rep.), March 20.—

Coffee is on the fr'ee list in the Payne tariff bill after

the following fashion: "Coffee: Provided, that if any

country, dependency, province or colony shall impose

an export duty or other export tax or charge of any

kind whatsoever, directly or indirectly, upon coffee

exported to the United States, a duty equal to such

export duty, tax or charge shall be levied, collected

and paid thereon." It is well known that Brazil is the

great coffee-producing country. Two-thirds of the

world's crop comes from its plantations. During the

year ended June 30, 1907, the United States, which

is the greatest coffee-consuming country, Imported

982,254,832 pounds of coffee, of which Brazil fur

nished 778,609,691 pounds. Peru, Colombia, Guate

mala and Costa Rica, in the order named, furnished

more than three-fourths of the rest. The average

Import value of this important product, which is in

almost universal demand among the people of this

country, was 8 cents a pound. Brazilian coffee pays

an export duty. It will continue to pay an export

duty. The people of the United States do not seri

ously feel the effects of it, since 8-cent coffee is land

ed at American ports. The price which the consumer

pays is mainly added long after the Brazilian gov

ernment has collected its toll for the benefit of its

creditors, who demand that their claims be satis

fied in this manner. The people of the United

States must continue to use Brazilian coffee, for they

cannot get coffee elsewhere in sufficient quantities.

Therefore, coffee is on the free list of the Payne bill

in a decidedly left-handed fashion.

* *

Hopeful Leadership.

The Milwaukee Daily News (Dem.), March 25.—

Under the leadership of Champ Clark the Demo

cratic minority in the House—not including the re

pudiated Tammanyites, Georgia spoilsmen and

Louisiana sugarltes—purposes to constitute a mili

tant opposition and have done with the "You first,

dear Alphonse" and "dear Gaston" farce that Wil

liams and Cannon played in the past.

* *

Speaker Cannon's Democrats.

The Commoner (Dem.), March 26.—The vote in

Congress on the adoption of the rules Indicates a

new alignment. Twenty-eight Republicans voted

with 144 Democrats for such a revision of the rules

as would lessen the power of the Speaker and in

crease the power of the members; twenty-three

Democrats voted with 188 Republicans to prevent

any material revision in the rules. ... It would be

well for the Democratic constituents of the bolting

Democrats to keep their eyes upon their members

and learn Just what reasons led' them to join the

Republicans on so important a question. It is known

that Mr. Cannon is the representative of the "stand

patters;" he is in close sympathy with the corpo

rate elements which have been controlling the coun

try through the Republican party; he can be de

pended upon to use whatever power he has to

thwart any remedial legislation and to prevent any

interference with the exploitation of the country by

the monopolists. The Democrats who voted with

him were in a position to know these facts. . . .

Minority Leader Clark is making a manly fight, and

he has five-sixths of the Democrats with him.

Strength to his arm! The Democrats ought to be

united in their struggle against the Cannon program

and it is to be hoped that the five-sixths will con

tinue their battle, notwithstanding the desertion of

the few Democrats who are now enjoying the con

gratulations of the Speaker.

The Cost of Armed Peace.

The (Pittsburgh, Buffalo and Chicago) National

Stockman and Farmer (agricultural), March 18.

—It will cost this country, next year $248,-

000,000 to maintain its forts, army and navy. Other

great Powers will spend much more because their

armies are so much larger. A decade of preserving

peace by building and maintaining battleships and

big army establishments will cost more than a good-

sized war. It seems strange indeed that this age,

which boasts of its high civilization and economic

wisdom, should not produce a few statesmen In all

countries wise enough to foresee that some day this

costly peace policy must be changed for a common

sense peace policy. Even peace can bankrupt a na

tion if it costs too much. There are many people,

and we are among them, who believe that all Inter

national difficulties should and can be settled with

out resort to arms; and that the time has come to

settle them peaceably. The ruler or the President

who leads a movement of this kind and carries It to

a successful conclusion will be easily the geatest

man of the century. All the world's generals, ad

mirals and statesmen of his time will be dwarfed

by a man who can render this great service to man

kind.

* +

An Expensive Failure.

The San Francisco Star (ind. Dem.), March 6.—

"Lucky" Baldwin is dead. From his fellow men he

got much wealth, of which he has taken none with

him. To his fellow men he gave nothing that is

worth having. He rendered no service to humanity.

The world is no richer because he lived, and, though

he accumulated millions, he was far poorer when he

died than when he was born. They err who speak

of him as a successful man. He died a 125,000,000

failure.

Bartender: "Say, what do you think of this idea

of runnin' cities on the commission plan?"

Alderman (from the 'Steenth ward): "I don't

know much about it, but I'm agin' it. The—er—com

missions are mighty small and they don't go to the

right people."—Chicago Tribune.
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RELATED THINGS

CONTRIBUTIONS AND REPRINT

MY WEALTH.

For The Public.

All the gold in the sunset sky,

The red, red gold in banks piled high;

Alt the silver the moonbeams show

In rippling wavelets breaking slow.

All the brilliants left on the grass

After the darkling storm clouds pass;

All the pearls that whiten the lawn

When Phoebus' train brings in the dawn.

All the opals the rainbows hold

Over their hidden pots of gold;

All the rubies that ruddy show

In the fiery hearts of coals aglow.

All the diamonds that gem the trees

After the Ice King's tear drops freeze ;

All the rich dark amethysts stored

In purple glades, a royal hoard.

All the sapphires that pave Heaven's floor—

No monarch e'er such Jewels wore;

All the emeralds with which the Spring

'Broiders the earth when blossoming.

All the topaz gleams in the sun,

All the onyx when day is done;

All the tapestry Nature weaves

With patient shuttle among the trees:—

This is my wealth; no King has more

Though he should search the whole world o'er,

Thieves then may steal and banks may break:

No one from me my wealth can take.

TOWNSEND ALLEN.

PROTECTION.

Adapted from the French of Bastiat, by Samuel

Milliken.

A poor farmer of Pennsylvania raised, with

great care and attention, a fine crop of wheat, and

forgot, in the joy of his success, how many drops

of sweat the precious grain had cost him. "I will

sell some," said he to his wife, "and with the pro

ceeds I will buy carpet for our bare floors." The

honest countryman, arriving in Philadelphia,

there met an American and an Englishman.

"Give me your wheat," said the American,

"and I will give you seventy-five yards of carpet."

The Englishman said: "Give it to me, and I will

give you a hundred yards, for we Englishmen can

make carpets cheaper than Americans can, for our

wool is not taxed."

But a custom house officer, standing by, said

to the countryman: "My good fellow, make your

exchange, if you choose, with the American, but

my duty is to prevent your doing so with the

Englishman."

"What!" exclajmed the countryman, "do you

wish me to take seventy-five yards of American

carpet, when I can have one hundred yards from

England?"

"Certainly. Do you not see that America would

be a loser if you were to receive one hundred yards

instead of seventy-five?"

"I can scarcely understand this," said the la

borer.

"Nor can I explain it," said the custom house

officer, "but there is no doubt of the fact, for Con

gressmen and editors all agree that a people is

impoverished in proportion as it receives a large

compensation for any given quantity of its prod

uce."

Thus having been protected from the English

man, the countryman was obliged to conclude his

bargain with the American. Consequently his

wife carpeted three rooms (had he sold to the

Englishman, she could have carpeted four). These

good people are still puzzling themselves to dis

cover how it can happen that people are ruined by

receiving four instead of three, and why they are

richer with seventy-five yards than with one hun

dred.

The next year the farmer voted for "Protec

tion"—as usual. He wondered why he could not

make ends meet—as usual.

FREEDOM OF TRADE.

For The Public.

One does not have to be either a prophet or

the son of a prophet in order to whisper to the

world the absolute certainty of the coming of

that happy day when trade will be free over all

the earth.

We would have a most cheerful time, wouldn't

we, were we restricted in our commerce between

States, by such a tariff as now makes the importa

tion of goods into this country a proceeding at

tended with difficulties of such magnitude that

more than one foreign Hercules of the business

world has turned from it in disgust?

If I remember my mythological history cor

rectly, the gentleman who performed the twelve

labors successfully, once cleaned out "The Augean

Fashionable Livery" by the aid of the municipal

water system which was connected with a river.

The man who successfully tackles the task of

cleaning away the tariff wall, will have need of

the river of common sense supplied by the major

ity of the citizens of, what the politicians are

pleased to call at this time, "this galorious coun

try."

We took great pride, if we may believe our his
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tories, in the achievement of Commodore Perry.

Perry took a few ships and guns, and "persuad

ed" Japan that it would be a good thing for the

Island Kingdom to trade with foreigners. This

certainly was great. We felt elated to think that

we had been instrumental in opening the Japan

ese to the light. The Japs—curious folks, those

Japs—did not want a western exposure, but,

goodness me, what rights have Japs and children?

Somehow I can't help wondering if sauce for the

goose is really sauce for the gander; which, when

interpreted in less philosophic language, means

this: If it was a good thing for the United States

to open the ports of Japan with gunboats, why

wouldn't it be a good thing for some foreign

power—but I am no Patrick Henry and dare

not express my thoughts for fear of the cry of

"Treason."

I am told, and have no valid reason for doubt,

that it's much easier to carry on navigation when

the water is smooth than when the wind piles the

waves mountains' high. This leads me to believe

that the distribution of commodities could be ac

complished much more advantageously if the tar

iff wave lost the support of the selfish wind. The

weather man tells me that fair weather is just

coming 'round the bend.

THOMAS DREIER

ANDREW CARNEGIE ON THE BLES

SINGS OF FREE TRADE.

From His Work on "Triumphant Democracy."*

Besides the rivers, the great lakes of America,

estimated to contain one-third of all the fresh

water in the world, are another important element

in aid of consolidation. A ship sailing from any

part of the world may discharge its cargo at Chi

cago in the northwest, a thousand miles inland.

The Mississippi and its tributaries traverse the

great western basin, a million and a quarter square

miles in extent, and furnish an internal naviga

ble system of twenty thousand miles. A steamer

starting from Pittsburgh in Pennsylvania, four

hundred and fifty miles inland from New York,

and two thousand from the mouth of the Mis

sissippi, passing through these water highways,

and returning to its starting place at that smoky

metropolis of iron and steel, will sail a distanct

much greater than round the world. Nor will it

in all its course be stopped by any government offi

cial, or be taxed by any tariff. The flag it carries

will ensure free passage for ship and cargo,

unimpeded by any fiscal charge whatever, for the

whole continent enjoys the blessings of absolute

freedom of intercourse among the citizens. In es

timating the influences which promote the con

solidation of the people much weight must be

given to this cause. Fifty-six millions of people,

•Chapter i, pp. 14-16. Chaa. Scrlbner's Sons, 1888.

occupying an area which includes climatic differ

ences so great that everything necessary for th«

wants of man can be readily produced, exchange

their products without inspection or charge. Truly

here is the most magnificent exhibition of free

trade which the world has ever seen. It would be

difficult to set bounds to the beneficial effects of

the wise provision of the national Constitution

which guarantees to every member of the vast con

federacy the blessings of unrestricted commercial

intercourse.

Not only from an economical point of view, but

from the higher standpoint of its bearing upon the

unity and brotherhood of the people, this unre

stricted freedom of trade must rank as one of the

most potent agencies for the preservation of the

Union. Were each of the thirty-eight States of

the American continent to tax the products of the

others we should soon see the dissolution of the

great Republic into thirty-eight warring factions.

If any one doubts that free trade carries peace in

its train let him study the internal free trade sys

tem of America.

UNREPORTED SOCRATICS.

Socrates Discourses on Taxes. Unearthed by T. K

Hedrick for the St. Louis Mirror.

Flatulus, the Sophist, a very poor person (he

was not sufficiently skilled in Sophistry to grow

wealthy by it) often affected to rejoice in his

poverty, the advantages of which he frequently

extolled. "Behold," he exclaimed one day to So

crates, "how kindly deal the gods with the prop-

ertyless man ! Having none, he is in no uneasi

ness lest it be taken away from him, and the state

gives protection to his life and limb. And the

state is maintained by taxation of the rich, so

that, after all, the poor are guarded and nurtured

by the wealth)'. I, though paying no taxes, enjoy

all the benefits of an enlightened civilization, at

the expense of those who have means."

"Fortunate indeed are the poor," rejoined So

crates, "if they enjoy all the advantages you men

tion. But tell me, Flatulus, since you cite your

self as an example of the blessings of poverty,

are you at no expense for food or raiment or

shelter?"

"That I am !" answered the Sophist, "and a

precious price I pay for them, too. But upon

none of these things do I pay a tax."

"And yet," remarked Socrates, "these things

represent wealth, and all wealth is taxed. Do the

purveyors thereof, pay taxes upon what you use,

think you, Flatulus?"

"Surely," replied Flatulus. "The producer,

the manufacturer, the landlord—all owners of

wealth pay taxes."

"But suppose you were a manufacturer of
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clothing," said Socrates, "and bought wool from

a herder ; would you or he pay the taxes upon it ?"

"Why he would pay the tax upon the sheep,"

answered Flatulus, "while I would pay the tax

upon the finished product."

"And the merchant to whom you sold the cloth,

would he pay a tax?"

"Certainly ; he would be taxed for the privilege

of dealing in wool, and for the amount of stock

he carried."

"So that you would each pay a tax; be fined

by the government, for your labor in adding to

the general wealth?"

"Yes, I suppose so. Somebody must support

the state, and who should it be but the owners

of wealth?"

"It should be the owners of wealth. But are

you sure that they do it? Would not the herder

of sheep figure in the tax upon them as a part

of the cost of raising them, and add it to the

price he asked you as a manufacturer?"

"Perhaps so. Indeed it seems reasonable to

suppose so."

"And you, as a manufacturer, would you not

add to what the wool cost you, your taxes upon

it, and also your rentals and expense for laboi *

Could you derive a profit from your business oth

erwise ?"

"As a prudent man I would be compelled to 6o

this."

"And would not the merchant add to the prir«»

he charges the consumer, all that he had to pay

you, as well as his own taxes and expense for la

bor, rent and what not?"

"Yes, he would be compelled to do so. Else

there would be no incentive for him to continue

in business."

"So that in buying cloth you, as a«consumer,

pay the herder's, the manufacturer's, the mer

chant's taxes, as well as their rentals and expense

for labor. You also pay them a reasonable profit,

which represents their wages, but this and the

original cost of the material you use is compara

tively small. Also you pay your landlord's taxes,

in your rent, and your butcher's and baker's taxes

and rents. In fact, it is the purveyors and own

ers of wealth who escape taxation, for they shoul

der the entire burden upon you, the consumer.

It appears, then, that you are entitled to what

nurturing you receive at the hands of the state.

You are its mainstay."

Whereat Flatulus exclaimed : "Alas, you rob

poverty of its only consolation—ignorance !" and

proceeded to join the cabal that accused Socrates

of seditious utterances.

The irresistible high handshake chanced to meet

the immovable low handshake.

Whereupon they gave each other the cold shake

and passed on.—Chicago Tribune.

THE DES MOINES PLAN AT WORK.

From the Report of a Committee of the Alpena (Mich.)

Chamber of Commerce, as Published in the

Saginaw News of March 6, 1909

The citizens of Alpena now have under consid

eration the adoption of the Des Moines plan of

commission government. In order to acquire def

inite knowledge of the workings of this form of

government and to present the information at

the disposal of the people of Alpena, that they

might move intelligently in the matter, a commit

tee of the Alpena Chamber of Commerce was ap

pointed to make a special study of the commission

administration. The report of this committee,

which is signed by W. B. Roberson, chairman, J.

Charles Wood and J. J. Potter, is a highly in

teresting document and presents such a complete

and intelligent survey of commission government

that The News prints the report in full:

"Your committee appointed to investigate the

commission form of city government beg to report

as follows: We have made a rather exhaustive

study of the subject in most of the cities where

this form of city government is in vogue. We,

however, will confine our report mainly to the so-

called 'Galveston' and 'Des Moines' plans, inas

much as practically all of the cities in this country

operating under this form of municipal govern

ment have adopted the plans in vogue in either one

of the above mentioned cities. . . .

"Strictly speaking, the so-called 'Commission' is

not a commission in any sense of the word, but is

a city council elected at large, ward lines being

eliminated. The usual number of councilmen un

der this system is five, one of whom is mayor.

The term of office in each case is two years. . . .

The effect of these provisions [and others which

the committee enumerates] is to establish the first

fundamental principle upon which the commission

form of city government is based, viz.: the con

centration of responsibility upon a small body of

men and the direct responsibility of each indi

vidual of the council to the people through a

department.

"At this point the two kinds of commission

government—namely, Galveston and Des Moines

—diverge. Under the Galveston plan, as operated

in Leavenworth, there are no express provisions

for safeguarding the interests of the taxpayer

other than under the usual form of city govern

ment; while under the Des Moines plan there are

five eminent safeguards provided which establish

the second fundamental principle—namely, the

expression of the public will in fixing the respon

sibility. The five safeguards referred to are: . . .

The recall. . . . The initiative. . . . The referen

dum. . . . All appointive officers and employes of

the city with certain specific exceptions must pas*

a satisfactory examination before they are entitled



332
Twelfth Volume.

The Public

to enter the city's employ. . . . Any person run

ning for a city office at a general election who at

tempts to trade support with the view of favoring

certain people if elected, or who pays any man to

vote for him either in money or employment, com

mits a penal offense punishable by fine or impris

onment or both.

"As to the practical operation of this type of

municipal government we made extensive personal

inquiry. The commission form of city govern

ment was first introduced in Des Moines by Mr.

J. G. Berryhill, who, during a business trip to

Galveston, became interested in the success of the

plan in that city. He reported on the subject at

the Des Moines Commercial Club. A voluntary

committee of business men was organized to give

publicity to this subject similar to the citizens'

committee already organized in this city. In Des

Moines, however, they foresaw the weakness of

the Galveston plan and the result was the working

out of the so-called 'Des Moines plan' with the

safeguards surrounding the taxpayers and electors

referred to above. After a vigorous fight the plan

was adopted by the people.

"There were over forty candidates in the pri

maries, among whom were some of the ablest busi

ness men in Des Moines, as well as several poli

ticians. Contrary to expectations the business men

were beaten by good majorities and five of the old-

time politicians were elected to the council.

"One of the first things one hears in Des Moines,

if he is looking for information on municipal gov

ernment, is the story of the police matter. When

the matter of appointing the police marshal came

up, three of the Council voted for a man who had

worked to secure their election. The appointment

was opposed by two of the councilmen, one of

whom had charge of the department of public

safety. Unwittingly one of the three above men

tioned, who voted for this appointment, dropped

some remark which led the public to believe there

had been a promise made before election. This

suspicion was furthered by the fact that the coun

cilman in charge of the department of public

safety opposed the appointment. It may be here

remarked that the police come under the depart

ment of public safety. A petition for a recall

on the councilman making the unfortunate remark

was at once started. However, before it reached

the Council, that body had had a meeting and

quickly revoked the appointment and appointed

a police marshal who met public favor. This little

incident is simply illustrative of the fact that these

politicians were not used to the new deal. In

other words, they were not weaned away from the

granting of favors not based on merit.

"This attempted recall opened the eyes of the

Council to the new order of things and from then

on all entered conscientiously into the spirit of

the new 'system.' As an example of their change

of heart their appointee to the office of city attor

ney was a man who had been a member of the com

mittee of twenty-five business men who had fought

at every stage of the game the election of these

politicians.

"Your committee endeavored to locate any op

position to this city government in Des Moines.

The first opposition was met by a clerk in a cigar

store, who said the commission was not popular.

When asked to explain he stated that about the

first thing the new Council did was to abolish slot

machines. Of course it is an open question wheth

er slot machines should be abolished, allowed to

run openly, or be licensed. However, in Des

Moines the City Council abolished them. Your

committee interviewed about 140 people in Des

Moines, and the only objection encountered was the

one just stated, which of course was met with gen

erally among cigar stores and saloons, where the

abolishment of the slot machine had injured their

business.

"Among the people we interviewed were business

men of all classes, professional men and laborers.

The universal comment was a statement of entire

satisfaction. All agreed that the Council, even

though they had been politicians, had given the

city a magnificent administration. The bitterest

opponents of the election of these men were hearty

in their praise of the manner in which the eity

affairs were being conducted. It is the 'system'

under which results can be accomplished by the

elimination of partisanship. The most frequently

heard comment is the expression of opinion that

any abuse of public trust can be detected at once

and the blame can be attached directly to the per

son at fault. There can be no shifting of respon

sibility. There is always some one person to

blame and^he 'system' singles him out."

BOOKS

IS PROTECTIONISM DYING?

The Passing of the Tariff. By Raymond L. Bridg-

man. Author of "World Organization," etc. Pub

lished by Sherman, French & Company, Boston.

Price, $1.20 net.

Because industrial forces are at work which tend

to bring the world more and more closely together,

this author believes that the palmy days of the

home market theory of protectionism are "receding

into the oblivion of distance," and that new ideas

are tending toward the abolition of international

tariffs so completely that "trade between the na

tions will flow as freely as it does between our sov

ereign States."

Although his prediction rests upon utilitarian

experience, it but verifies the moral ideals of an

older school of free traders, and the author seems
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bo to regard it. He speaks of our national mis

sion to stimulate the ideals of freedom as higher

than our dollar-making; and he asserts that the

tariff is wrong, not only "financially, industrially

and commercially," but as being inconsistent with

moral and religious truth. __

In agreeing to this view, one might perhaps be

pardoned for doubting the further postulate that

the reason it is wrong morally and religiously is

because it is wrong financially, industrially and

commercially. To turn the statement the other

way about, would seem to us at any rate the better

form. But either order of statement may be re

garded as merely a matter of emphasis. It cer

tainly is true, as the author contends, that "finan

cial, commercial and religious truths are equally

part of one stupendous whole;" and from that it

would follow, not that the ideal sets standards for

the utilitarian, nor that the utilitarian sets stand

ards for the ideal, but that they are different

phases of the same thing.

Mr. Bridgman's inspiring little book is com

posed in part of magazine articles that he has con

tributed to the New England Magazine, the At

lantic Monthly, and Moody's Magazine; and he

acknowledges indebtedness for the substance of

his final chapter to Garrett Droppers, professor of

political economy at Williams College. One of the

chapters deals with Labor's altered status, from

incoherency to efficient organization, since the old

days of tariff agitation; and another with Cap

ital's altered status in the same period, from few

to many inviting opportunities for investment.

Others have to do with the campaign against privi

lege, the injustice of the tariff, international in

justice, and the destructiveness of trade taxation.

But all these earlier chapters of the book lead on

to the climax that maintenance of barriers be

tween nations is not only ideally but also prac

tically unstatesraanlike. "All of the ingenuity and

effort of the business world" in the presence of

natural obstacles, argues the author, "attack those

obstacles with magnificent spirit and hopefulness;"

and all their improvements in international busi

ness "illustrate completely how obnoxious to the

common sense of the entire business world is the

idea that obstructions are themselves helpful to

local prosperity."

In supporting the two apparently antagonistic

propositions that the world has a right to low

priced goods and also to good wages and profits,

the author successfully assails one of the most

pernicious fallacies of protectionism, by showing

that the two propositions are but different forms

of stating the same truth. It is indeed the fact, as

he asserts and then demonstrates, that in normal

conditions of trade low priced goods make it possi

ble to get good wages and profits, and that "only

upon such conditions, in a normal condition of

trade, can such favorable results be obtained."

BOOKS RECEIVED

—A Crime on Canvas. By Fred M. White. Pub

lished by R. F. Fenno & Co., 18 E. 17th St., New

York. 1909. Price, $1.50.

—State Insurance. A Social and Industrial Need.

By Frank W. Lewis. Published by Houghton, Mifflin

Co., Boston. 1909. Price, $1.25 net.

—The Government of European Cities. By Wil

liam Bennett Munro. Published by the Macmillan

Co., New York. 1909. Price, $2.50, net.

—State and Local Taxation. Second International

Conference. Addresses and Proceedings. Published

by the International Tax Association, Columbus, O.

1909.

—The Teacher: Essays and Addresses on Educa

tion. By George Herbert Palmer and Alice Freeman

Palmer. Published by Houghton, Mifflin Co., Boston.

1908. Price, $1.50 net.

—The Standard of Living Among Worklngmen's

Families in New York City. By Robert Coit Chap-

in. Published by the Russell Sage Foundation,

Charities Publication Committee, New York, 1909.

Price $2.00, postpaid.

—Proceedings of the Pittsburgh Conference for

Good City Government and the Fourteenth Annual

Meeting of the National Municipal League, held No

vember 16, 17, 18, 19, 1908, at Pittsburgh, Pennsyl

vania. Clinton Rogers Woodruff, editor. Published

by the National Municipal League, North American

Building, Philadelphia.

—A History of the United States and Its People.

From Their Earliest Records to the Present Time.

By Elroy McKendree Avery. In fifteen volumes.

Vol. IV. Published by The Burrows Brothers Com

pany, Cleveland, Ohio. Octavo size, 6%x9%, about

450 pages to the volume. Prices, cloth or buckram,

$0.25 per volume; % levant, $12.50 per volume; full

levant, $17.50 per volume.

PAMPHLETS

Direct Legislation.

Max Burgholzer of Eugene, Oregon (R. F. D. 13),

adds another to the increasing number of pamphlets

giving reasons for direct legislation. They are com

piled from different sources and connected and elabo

rated by the author.

* *

Popular Home Rule in Cities.

The paper of Robert Treat Paine, Jr., of Boston,

read before the National Municipal League and con

densed in The Public (p. 110), has been printed in

pamphlet form. It goes over the subject of the in

itiative, the referendum and the recall In American

cities, their history and their practical operation.

+ *

The Tariff on Glass.

The proposed increase of tariff duties on glass

(p. 298) gives special Interest to the pamphlet ad

dress to glass consumers on "The Tariff on Glass,"
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issued last winter by. Semon Bache & Co., of West

and Hubert streets, New York. The pamphlet makes

It pretty clear that the true inwardness of the pro

posed increase of duties is to accommodate a trust -

or two at the expense of American consumers of . , „

glass Everybody's (New York) for April is especially

* +
good in short stories.

+
Judson Grenell's Single Tax.

"The Single Tax: What it is, and What it will A curious illustration of the attitude of the "stand

Accomplish," is out in a new edition. A short ex- pat" element toward the matter of pecuniary Inter-

planatory note is added, and various words of com- est of legislators in the laws they make Is found in

mendation received by the author. The Rt. Rev. a recent issue of the American Economist, the or-

Charles D. Williams says: "I want to express my gan of the American Protective Tariff league. Corn-

high degree of satisfaction with your brochure, The menting on a statement to the effect that every

Single Tax. It is clear, succinct and practical, and one of the members of the Ways and Means Com-

goes directly to the point. I think it will do a great mittee "is interested in some business affected by

deal of good." (Sold by the Book Department of The protection or the lack of protection," the Economist

Public, price, 5 cts.) says: "We are glad of it. That very fact tends to

INTERESTING LETTER

FROM A FARMER

Correctionville, Iowa, March 14, '09.

ENCLOSED clipping from the Sioux City Journal, giving the address of G. B. Healy, presi

dent of the Board of Water Works of that city, and the public vote of confidence in the

Board, I think will interest you. All that Mr. Healy says is the truth. He is a man of

the highest character and carries into the public business the same high-mindedness with which

he conducts his private affairs. All the members of the Board are of the Town's foremost citi

zens, and are of the same character as, I think, are the men who have the management of public

utilities in English municipalities. And such disinterestedness is about all that is lacking to

make public ownership success'ful everywhere, f I hope The Public will " live long and pros

per." But whether it "prospers" or not, I pray it may live long. I am a farmer with all my

days filled with petty affairs, and you can't imagine what a comfort it is to me to sit down of a

Saturday night to read The Public. It always rings true and its editorials go straight to the

heart of a thing. ^ I wonder if you realize how rapidly landlordism is fastening itself upon this

Western farming country. A retired farmer tells me that not a single resident of his old school-

district is a land owner, and it is no exaggeration to say that two-thirds of the farms of Iowa are

worked by tenants. J Here lies the problem of the farm, a fact of which the Country Commis

sion seem only to have caught a glimpse. They concerned themselves with symptoms only.

If all the parasites would get off our backs, the country problem would be solved; and it seems so

childish to propose good roads, country clubs and churches, parcels post, better schools and better

sanitation as solutions. Why can't they sec that all these good things, and many others, would

come to us dwellers in the country if only the cause of the disease were removed, f President

Eliot says the possession of a permanent home makes all the difference between a nomadic, semi-

barbarous tribe and a settled, civilized population. We have only two neighbors who are fix

tures. The nomads are now flitting in the March mud from one farm to another. What possible

show is there for them to be anything else but nomads, with farm land at $100.00 an acre and

upward, and steadily rising, and the rent increasing at the same rate?

Sincerely yours, W. B. CHAPMAN.

Copies of The Public will be sent FREE to any address, as samples,

for three weeks. Address, THE PUBLIC, Ellsworth Building, Chicago, 111.
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give assurance that the revised tariff will be a good

tariff."

+

In its March 3 issue the Christian Herald, New

York, offers a symposium on "President Taft's Op

portunity," or "What one great thing should be

achieved by the Taft administration." The con

tributors comprise senators, governors, congressmen,

bishops, jurists, labor leaders, authors, and so on.

Among them are David Starr Jordan, president of

Leland Stanford University; Henry Clews, President

Merrifield of the University of North Dakota; Sena

tor Owen of Oklahoma, Bishop Darlington of Pennsyl

vania, Mayor Hooker of Hartford, Bishop Fawcett

of Illinois, Hudson Maxini, Gen. Horatio C. King,

John Mitchell, Rear Admiral Chadwlck, Bolton Hall,

B. D. Warfield of Lafayette College, Mary E. Wilkins

Freeman, Horace Fletcher, Horace Ellis, president of

Vincennes University, and Henry Holt. The sugges

tions vary all the way from the land for the people

SWEDENBORG'S "DIVINE LOVE AND WISDOM"

The great work of "The man of Science, Philosopher and Reve-

lator;" 508 pages. Leatherette; sent postpaid for 35 cents. Stamps

taken. Pastor Landenberger, Windsor Place, St. Louis* Mo.

SACRIFICE SALE of de Luxe Editions of

Standard Authors. Descriptive Catalog and

special Price List free. H.H.Timby, Conneaut.O.

Real Estate For Sal* and Exchange

EDWARD POLAK

4030 "Third Ave. Now York City

BORROW A QUARTER ^^"1*°%

little dynamo of true civic intellirencc. Over 70,000 words scientifi

cally treating 36 great questions (both sides) such as Referendum.

Suffrage, Socialism, Taxation, etc. "A qreat book." "Rest thing I

ever saw," '"Priceless." "Sincje subjects worth the money " some of

the verdicts. One b'g university pro es^or says he keeps 't on his

desk as a reference book. Good for s»lr and neighbor, ft copies for

$100. SCHOOL OP STATESMANSHIP

3011 Prain? Avenue CHICAGO.

rVI WOO

4924 Center Ave., Pittsburg, Pcnn.

American Plan S2 European, SI

Located in high-class residence section. Four min

utes walk to Shadyside Station, main line Pennsyl

vania R. R. Fifteen minutes by street car to busi-

dms center of Pittsburg.

A New Bound Volume

of The Public

VOLUME XI

Complete with the issue of Dec. 25, 1908.

including Index,

Excellently Bound

uniform with the earlier volumes in

half roan, with gold vein paper sides,

is ready for delivery.

Price, $2.00

By express prepaid in the United

States, Canada, Cuba or Mexico, $2.50

THE PUBLIC, Ellsworth Building. Chicago

The Public
The Public Is a weekly review, giving In concise and plain

terms, with lucid explanations and without editorial

bias, all the news of the world of historical value.

It Is also an editorial paper, and, though It abstains from

mingling editorial opinions with Its news accounts, It

has opinions of a pronounced character, based upon the

principles of fundamental democracy, which. In the col

umns reserved for editorial comment. It expresses fully

and freely, without favor or prejudice, without fear of

consequences, and without regard to any considerations

of personal or business advantage. Yet It makes ni

pretensions to infallibility, either In opinions or In

statements of fact: It simply aspires to a deserved

reputation for Intelligence and.honesty In both.

Besides Its editorial and news features, the paper con

tains a department entitled Related Things, In which

appear articles and extracts upon various subjects,

verse as well as prose, chosen alike for their literary

merit and their wholesome human Interest in relation

to the progress of democracy.

We aim to make The Puhllc a paper that is not only

worth reading, but also worth filing.

Published weekly by Louis F. Post, Ellsworth Bldg., 357

Dearborn St., Chicago, III.

Entered at the Chicago, Illinois, Postofflce as second class

matter.
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down to postal censorship. The majority are

reduction of the tariff; some for its abolition.

for

The seed farms of central California are illustrated

and described in the April Pacific Monthly. Hun

dreds of acres of sweet peas, of lettuce, of mustard,

every square rod daily tended with skilful super

vision, produce seed for all parts of the United

States and incidentally make one of the most beauti

ful sights on all the western coast.

A. L.

The

Distribution League

is organized to secure for each individual his

proportionate share in the wealth

of the world.

It is proposed to secure justice in the distri

bution of wealth by abolishing all taxes except

one, and maintain a single tax upon what is

now known as the value of land.

By this method of taxation it is expected to

prevent the buying and selling of land and allow

the money spent for land to buy goods and em

ploy labor.

When a plot of land in a city sells for one

million dollars, it means that such a bare lot

rents for forty thousand dollars a year and sells

for a sum equal to the rent of twenty-five years

of the future. When a man, having sold the

lot, spends the million dollars, he compels labor

to pay cash tor_future expectation, and

pay future rent with present bveatth.

while the buyer of the lot continues to collect

the same rent from labor day by day as it is

being earned.

Labor may be made to pay this price for land

only because a surplus is being produced over

and above the necessities for a living and the

buyer in getting money for land, gets the

surplus wealth for nothing that otherwise would

be distributed as an increased share to labor.

For further information address

21 Union Trust Building,

INDIANAPOLIS, IND.

Send 15 cents for a copy of

THE PROBLEM

By HENRY RAWIE.

My grandpa notes the world's worn cogs,

And says we're going to the dogs;

His grandad in his house of logs

Swore things were going to the dogs;

His dad among the Flemish bogs

Vowed things were going to the dogs;

The Cave Man in his queer skin togs

Said things were going to the dogs.

But this Is what I wish to state:

The dogs have had an awful wait.

—Washington Herald.

The Man at the Margin

Who 's the Man at the Margin ? He is not one

man but many, and he stands at the

parting of the ways, fl In an unnatural

industrial environment, these parted ways

lead on to conflicts between Labor and

Capital. There is no conflict between

Labor and Capital, naturally; but in prac

tice there is a terrible conflict. What is

the reason ? <I Ask the Man at the Margin.

CJ Here are some of the things he will

explain: the established order, the eco

nomic problem, land tenure, public fran

chises, wages, socialization of values, spo

radic socialism, omnisocialism, bisocialism,

equality of opportunity, individual initia

tive, and social solidarity. <J When you

have interrogated the Man at the Margin

you will say with Oliver R. Trowbridge,

the author of " Bisocialism " (in which

the Man at the Margin is the dominant

character) : " Behold the Man at the

Margin! Let him reign! "

" Bisocialism : The Reign of the Man at the

Margin," expounds economics in harmony

with the methods and habits of thought

of the Universities, but in the democratic

spirit. It is scientific. It is rigidly logical.

It is not academic merely, nor practical

merely, but both academic and practical.

The reasoning is convincing, the writing

attractive to the end. Dealing with ele

mentary principles with the simplicity of

a primer, the book considers contemporary

social and political problems on the plane

of contemporary statesmanship. A book

for professor, student, reformer, journalist

and political leader alike, it will be read

with interest and may be studied to advan

tage by such men of every economic and

political school — Democrat, socialist,

anarchist, single taxer, Republican.

The price of "Bisocialism" is one dollar, but we will

supply copies for sixty cents, and without

charge for postage.

THE PUBLIC Book Dept, Ellsworth Bldg., Chicago
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