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services is recognition by conscience that privilege

is debtor to society. The conscience of privilege

is not yet fully awakened but it is becoming ten

der. Driven by fear as well as by conscience, priv

ilege is beginning to make restitution. Every

large gift by privilege for social service raises the

question of the justice or injustice of privilege.

Inquiry shows its injustice, its iniquity. There

fore, it must be abolished. When abolished, it

will reappear as a great public fund sufficient for

common uses, and there will be no need for all the

people to receive alms from a few of the people.

+ +

To Prevent Competition.

The breach of the ship subsidy advocates is

coming in "short pants," probably because of the

juvenile character of their arguments. We must

have ship subsidies, they say, but Congress must

declare it unlawful for a railroad company to own,

control or be interested, directly or indirectly, in

a competing steamship company. Then, Congress

must prohibit any man from owning stock in a

railroad company and a competing steamship com

pany at the same time. Beautiful ! Worthy of an

Alice in Wonderland ! Then, it is solemnly an

nounced that "the futility of granting subsidies

to shipping maintained for the purpose of pre

venting competition must be obvious." It as

suredly is; but the object of subsidies is to main

tain snipping for the purpose of preventing com

petition by foreign ships. The coastwise naviga

tion laws were enacted for that purpose and are

enforced for that purpose, and the Taft tariff law

has just been construed to mean that if duty-free

cigars from Manila are brought on foreign ships—

being transshipped at Hongkong or Shanghai—

they are dutiable! The ship subsidy advocates

should remember the bulldog that wrecked the

parlor furniture while trying to get rid of the

sticky flypaper that he had attached to himself.

He had no competition while the furniture lasted ;

his owner had no furniture when the game

was called.

Irrigation Benefits.

Over President Taffs symbolic opening of

the Gunnison irrigating tunnel (p. 947). the

Denver Republican went dutifully into a spasm

of patriotic hysterics. Here was "a new empire,"

a "kingdom added to the State's domain," a

"peaceful conquest." It was contrasted in rhet

orical thrills with the old time kingdoms '^born

of greed, established by slaughter, riveted by the

destruction or enslaving of thousands of men and

the breaking up of families," kingdoms whose

"baptism was in blood," the light of which has

given way to "a better light," now shining in

our eyes, "when the American substitute for t

king touches a golden bell and lets loose the

flood." This "opens the way to life," exclaims the

hysterical Republican, "prepares for thousands

of homeless families to break from the slavery

of poverty and find means to cleaner livelihood,

freedom and right living; makes for humanitj

and brotherhood." And then, to dance music, it

adds: "We are doing things better in these days,

going farther forward, building our kingdoms

on more enduring rock, reaching out for a bright

er future."

To the hysterical eagle's scream of the Den

ver Republican, the Farm, Stock and Home,

of Minneapolis, Col. Owen's paper, which is

one of the leading agricultural periodicals of

the United States, administered this matter

of fact medicine in its issue of October 15: '"In

the Sept. 15 number of F., S. & H., front page,

this kingdom-making—by the way, 150,000 acres

will make a pretty small kingdom—Gunnison

proposition was discussed, revealing the fact that

100,000 of the 150,000 acres the proposition will

irrigate had long belonged to private parties,'

and that the remaining lands are 'more or less

rough, remote and inaccessible.' How much u

inaccessible land worth for farming purposes,

even if it is watered, which is not the case in

this instance? It is on such lands that the Den

ver Republican is going to have thousands of

families 'break from the slavery of poverty.' The

'homeless' which implies penniless, must go to

inaccessible land if they go at all; they cannot

get on the privately owned and good land without

paying $75 to $300 an acre for it, 'as advertised/

and $35 an acre for a perpetual water right

Rather a gauzy outlook for penniless thousands-

'We are doing things better these days.' Yes,

but for whom? The private parties who own

all the good land in that Colorado Tringdom'H

Parties who secured the land long ago,' before

government irrigation was thought of, and there

fore when the lands were worthless. The own

ers of the lands which government has raised

from no value up to $75 to $300 an acre are

doubtless convinced that 'we do better now"—by

such as they—but how do the 'homeless/ feel

about it? Probably they feel that it was not

much worse to be slaughtered by war in those

days, now happily passed, than to be slowly tor

tured and finally killed by the 'slavery of poverty.'
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The first form of death was the most merciful,

at all events. 'Once kingdoms were born of

greed.' Yes, but what is the Eepublican's Colo

rado kingdom born of? Greed in alliance with

graft! Is it the graft that causes the doing of

things which 'make better the light that now

shines in our eyes' ?"

* *

Railway Favoritism.

One of the criticisms that Le Rossignol and

Stewart make of government ownership in New'

Zealand, which impresses the New York Nation,

is a curious one for a well-informed American

like Prof. Rossignol to sanction. While these

authors find that "the corrupting influence of

railways and other business corporations" in the

United States "does not exist to any great extent

in New Zealand, because of the prevalence of gov

ernmental and municipal ownership," they sug

gest that "the concentration of economic power

in the hands of the government has created a form

of corruption which, while it may not be so bad

morally, is far more wasteful from the economic

point of view." They refer especially to the

building of roads, bridges, etc., as a matter of

local or personal favor. Surely Prof. Rossignol

must know that private railway management in

this country falls heavily within that criticism.

Evidence is abundant of the diversion of railroad

routes to help a town or hurt it to enrich an in

side ring, and of other economic wastefulness in

railroading to favor localities or individuals. At

the worst the criticism of New Zealand proves no

more than that all of the evils of private owner

ship of railroads is not eradicated by public

ownership. But suppose this to be so, is it not

better to expose this kind of favoritism to public

condemnation through public ownership than to

shelter it under the roof of private ownership,

where the railroad's business is nobody else's busi

ness?

+ +

Lawson Purdy.

The municipal administration of New York

which is just drawing to a close cannot be said to

have been wholly satisfactory to Democrats of

progressive sympathies; but the administration of

at least one of its departments has left nothing

to be desired but its continuance. We refer to

the administration of the tax department by Law-

son Purdy, which has been so conspicuously ex

cellent as to attract the favorable attention of tax

students throughout the country and to create a

widespread expectation of his reappointment.

This expectation is naturally intensified by Judge

Gaynor's declaration of his intention to give New

York the best government of which he is capable ;

and if it should be justified by the event, it will

be a matter for congratulation among students

of tax problems throughout the country—the in

telligently conservative no less than the intelli

gently progressive.

Mr. Purdy's studies and work in the field of

taxation for more than fifteen years have earned

for him a high reputation, both local and national.

As secretary of the New York Tax Reform Asso

ciation, as secretary of the Mayor's Advisory Com

mission, as vice-president of the International Tax

Association, he lias long Ijcen in close contact with

the practical problems of the subject, as a practi

cal man; and, as a student with mind both open

and vigorous, he has comprehensively mastered its

principles. Nor is his reputation local alone.

Wherever problems of taxation are earnestly and

responsibly discussed, Mr. Purdy's is a well known

name. The legislatures of Minnesota, Michigan

and Missouri have called him before them as a

practical adviser, and to their entire satisfaction

availed themselves of his advice. He is an in

fluential participant in all the large tax confer

ences, and has been for years. And he works as

well as talks. The New York law which requires

valuations of land and improvements separately

and their detailed publication, originally was pro

posed and advocated and finally secured by him.

So of other progressive fiscal legislation for which

New York has a growing reputation in other

States. It is to be observed also that he never

refrains from advocating or carrying out desir

able improvements in taxation through weak hesi

tancy as to their ultimate possibilities.

Perhaps the most progressive step taken under

Mr. Purdy's administration was the preparation

of the land valuation maps (p. 1162) which the

New York tax department has recently issued.

Owing to the limited edition, restricted by law to

2,000 copies, these maps have not had a wide cir

culation, though they are widely known and in

great demand. The city of Cleveland, with the

unanimous approval of its non-partisan board of

appraisers, is now making valuations by the same

system. The object of the Purdy maps is to

promote accuracy in real estate valuations. Mr.

Purdy has officially declared it to be the hope of

the New York tax department that "the publica

tion of these maps may be continued yearly, and
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that such changes in the law may be made that an

edition large enough to satisfy all demands may

be printed and that the maps may be sold at cost."

They fix—subject of course to correction as ex

perience may suggest—the true value of every

foot of the area of Greater New York. As may

be inferred they are not a mere official "stunt" to

brag about. They are a graphic result of three

years of progressive administration, still incom

plete, during which real estate valuations have

lx>en brought into conformity to the requirements

of the tax law, and the value of improvements has

been distinguished in mass and in detail from the

value of land. The single achievement of ap

proximately securing full value valuations as the

law requires, is enough in itself to distinguish any

tax official responsible for accomplishing it. The

work of distinguishing approximately, for one of

the largest cities of the world, the value of build

ing sites from the value of buildings, and laying

the foundation for making this distinction annu

ally and perfecting it in detail, thereby minimiz

ing discriminations in taxation, should command,

as it evidently does, the grateful approval of every

honorable property owner in New York and every

thoughtful tax reformer and student of taxation

everywhere.

* *

The Nicaraguan Affair.

The real motive for the drastic kind of inter

vention the United States is making in the local

affairs of Nicaragua (p. 1209) has not yet become

public. Everything about the subject is a mystery

except that the execution by the Nicaraguan au

thorities of the two Americans whose names fig

ure in the controversy is not the true cause of the

intervention. So much is at least fairly evident.

Those two Americans were in violent revolt against

the constituted authorities of Nicaragua, and were

condemned to death pursuant to Nicaraguan law.

While the death penalty is barbarous, it is not re

garded as barbarous by the law of nations. If a

Nicaraguan resident in the United States were to

join a band of what we should call traitors, and

levy war upon our constituted authorities, and a

court martial were to shoot them for planting

dynamite bombs where an explosion would cause

death and destruction, is it likely that our govern

ment would seriously consider a complaint from

Nicaragua that our President, if he refused a

pardon or reprieve, had committed murder? Yet

what would be the difference? Not a difference

of right, but of relative might. Nicaragua would

be too weak to follow up her complaint against

us if she were in the right, whereas we are strong

enough to follow up ours against her though we

l>e in the wrong. Is that a substantial difference

in the eye of the law of nations? If it is. then

truly the law of nations is the ass that old Bum

ble called the law of England. When a nation

can offer no better excuse for intervention in the

affairs of another than its greater power, it puts

itself by that very fact in the wrong. Since Con

gressman Sulzer and Senator Kayner have taken

the lead in backing up the Administration in its

intervention in Nicaragua, we have a right

to expect from them an adequate explanation : for

neither is an imperialist, as are Mr. Taft and Mr.

Knox. But until they speak satisfactorily, or sat

isfactory explanation comes from some other

source, it will be the part of wise patriotism to

reserve judgment on the merits of the Knox-Taft

attitude toward Nicaragua. Mr. Rayner has

spoken, but not satisfactorily, judging by the re

ports of his speech. It throws no light upon the

facts. While awaiting an explanation, let us hope

that the acts of the Administration are not in im

itation of the Panama Republic episode, as a

prelude to the adoption of a Nicaraguan canal

route in consequence of the disappointment of ex

pectations regarding the Panama route.

Samuel Brazier.

The Massachusetts Single Tax League has lost

another of its prominent members by death—

Samuel Brazier, a veteran reformer who had

passed his seventy-sixth year. A native of Eng

land and resident there until the last quarter of

a century of his life, Mr. Brazier had already

made his reputation as a temperance lecturer when

the lectures and books of Henry George drew him

toward the single tax and turned his devotion to

this as the more fundamental reform. For some

years he was secretary of the Anti-Vivisection

Society; and while that most attractive Boston

magazine "Government" (vol. x, pp. 167. 191,

407, 1121; vol. xi, pp. 21, 166, 764) was pub

lished he was its editor. Contributions from Mr.

Brazier's pen have appeared in our columns, verse

(vol. iii. pp. 218, 591; vol. v. p. 189; vol. vi. p.

138; vol. vii, pp. 366, 635, 824; vol. viii, pp. 25,

171) as well as prose (vol. vii, p. 579), and ho

was a frequent contributor to other publications.

With William Lloyd Garrison and Louis Prang,

Mr. Brazier was among the good men of Boston

whose death has this year notably depleted the

ranks of those who were in and of the single tax

movement, not only of Boston but of the United

States, in its early days.
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Why Stocks Shrink or Expand.

Why did "stocks" fall on the stock exchanges

when the Federal Court in St. Paul decided in

favor of the government in the Standard Oil

trust case? Why do "stocks" fall when a Fed

eral court decides against a great railroad or trust ?

The prices of shoes, potatoes, hay, hogs, eggs,

farms, horses, houses, hair-cuts, prescriptions,

books, legislators and other commodities of the

market do not rise and fall with lawsuits and

court decisions. Why not, if court decisions have

such powerful effect on "stocks"? Special priv

ilege stocks shrink at the least cold breath from

the courts. Those stocks arc inflated with the

gas of special privilege. Hold the toy balloon

rlose to the fire, and it expands; then put it into

a refrigerator, and it collapses. And that is the

natural law of all gas.

+ *

The Woman's Journal and British Suffragettes.

We regret the attitude of the Woman's Journal

with reference to our reply to its criticisms

(p. 1153) of our editorial on the physical force

suffragettes, an attitude that makes reasonable dis

cission unnecessarily difficult. To avoid confusion

we confined our reply to one point, not because it

was the only point we cared to discuss, but be

cause, as we explicitly stated, it was the only one

that seemed then "to be at once pertinent to the

issue raised in our editorial and not therein suffi

ciently anticipated." Yet in response, in its issue

of the 11th, the Woman's Journal tells its readers

that "the editor of The Public takes up only one

point" of the Journal's criticism, and that this is

"the only point he cares to discuss." That ob

servation is confusing if not misleading, and the

remainder of the response is, unfortunately, very

much in line with it. The one point referred to

is our contention that if the demands of the mili

tant suffragettes were granted, most workingmen's

wives would still be disfranchised though their

husbands had the vote, and that a large proportion

of the independent workingwomeu also would be

excluded by property restrictions. In other words,

that these demands discriminate against work

ing women. In support of that contention we

cited President Lowell's "Government of Eng

land" for the law of suffrage qualifications for

men, and drew therefrom what seems to be the

obvious inference, that if the. same qualifications

were required of women, woman suffrage would be

much more restricted than man suffrage. If we

are wrong, we can be easily answered from the

books; and, as we stated, we should be well satis

fied with Mr. Snowden or Mr. Hardie (the Jour

nal's witnesses in the matter) as authorities, if

either were to point out any features of British

law which would contradict President Lowell's

statement or any flaw in our inference from his

statement. But in its response the Journal does

not go beyond saying on this point that in the last

Parliamentary debate on the subject "both Mr.

Hardie and Mr. Snowden dealt with " our "objec

tion and proved it to be baseless." We are at a

loss to understand why the Journal regards this

as in any sense more than the Journal's own off

hand opinion. It is not, we submit, a sufficient

substitute for some reference to the suffrage laws

for men, and a reasoned conclusion as to the effect

of those laws if extended to women.

*

Careless readers of the Journal's response might

suppose that Mr. Snowden had disposed of the

matter in an article in a recent issue of the Chris

tian Commonwealth. In fact, however, that article

has no relevancy. To quote its essence from the

Journal, Mr. Snowden "denounced in the most

scathing terms those who, like the editor of the

Public, take the ground that the ballot ought not

to be given to any woman in England until Parlia

ment is ready to grant universal manhood and

womanhood suffrage." But the point at issue be

tween the Public and the Woman's Journal is not

whether there should be no woman suffrage at all

until all property qualifications are removed. It is

whether or not the demands of the physical force

suffragettes really are for "votes for women"—in-

elusive of working women and of workingmen's

wives. When that point is settled between us by

something more authoritative than the Woman's

Journal has as yet advanced, or by its acknowledg

ment of our contention, the question of the wisdom

of a progressive extension of suffrage to women

may be pertinent to our controversy, but not be

fore.

*

Meanwhile, however, we venture the suggestion

that the Woman's Journal reconsider the illustra

tion it draws fro)n the appeal by Booker T. Wash

ington to the Alabama legislature. Mr. Washing

ton asked for impartial treatment of voters

regardless of color, conceding any qualifications of

education, property or character the legislature

pleased and a test as high as it saw fit. He was

pleading for the same test for white man and

Negro. But if our contention is valid—and it is as

yet unrefuted—the test proposed by the suffragettes

would discriminate in favor of the husband and

against the wife, though their suffrage qualifica

tions were identical. Propertied women, indeed,

/"
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as **- as th-rir propertied husbands, might rote,

and in a.r KAny const: :::eTie:« as they had properrr

rights. But when the family were merely house

holder?, hosvand and wife occupying the same

house, the suffragettes' demand would give the

vote to the husband and deny it to the wife. Mr.

Washington's appeal for equality of voting tests

cannot be quoted in support of that discTiminatkn.

+ *

The Balance of Stupidity.

Many an Ariieri'-j-.n newspaper arr.'-rz i!.->-e

that are alway* on iruard for the i.'.-t'-r-^ of the

Ink-rests, agree with some of the noble lords of

England that if a land-value tax is a-iopted in

Great Britain capital will h-ave the cuntry. agri

culture will languish and manufacturing will die.

That is, take landlordism off the ba'-k.- of agri

culture, manufacturing and capital, and ca- li will

be crushed under the abolished load! The favor

able balance of stupidity mast be preserved.

+ + +

PRESIDENT TAFTS GENIAL

MESSAGE.

President Taffs message is disappointing, col

orless and negative. At a time when the very

sovereignty of the government is at issue; while

an industrial tyranny is being established impos

ing the most galling servitude known in history;

while contemporary England is attacking privi

lege in its House of Lords with a determination

to end its mastery; while thoughtful men in this

country are convinced that political, social and

industrial conditions need reorganizing so that all

may have the conditions of happiness and freedom

without which none can be happy or free—the

President of the United States in his message de

fining his attitude as the head of the nation, calls

upon us to observe that the country is "in a high

state of prosperity." What kind of prosperity?

A group of men dominates banks, railways (both

steam and street), insurance companies, trust com

panies, oil, iron, steel and coal companies, the

means of distributing intelligence by telegraph,

telephone and generally speaking by the daily

press. This group thus controls the industrial life

of the nation. It has obtained mastery by using

the savings of the people, and by the acquiescence

and connivance of the organized intelligence and

power of the people as represented in the gen

eral government at Washington. It is well un

derstood that the office of President of the United

States has changed character. It is also well un

derstood that the Senate of the United States

controls Congress and that the

above alluded to docusate the c=*;-3dTy :f ±e

Senators. By and through the a>i rf tin* 2bi;t-

ity—elected and paid by the pectle r*zt sziruET;

to the extent of servility to interests whidt at ies

are not desirous of democratic or rrx*l g7*=ZT-

ment—the grotrp above referred to is- —f*~"—Z *

mastery of privilege compared to whiii t2» H^as

of Lords and the landlord interests cf T-f.vrr

are weaklings. And the Presides of tbe TTzJrs.

States seems to know nothing ani to care -•:■" "^ r

for any of these things- With a geriil «r ""•? ae

call- upon us to observe that the ecurtry s ^i

high state of prosperity.

LEWIS 5T*>rKT«>X

UNEARNED INCREMENT.

(iern:any is in a peck of trou le. ani <Vrs»t

Britain in more. They have an unean>r>i :r r*-

ment over there and they don*t know what to &.

with it.

What is an unearned increment ? That's where

the trouble comes in.

It is an increment that is unearned, but who

unearned it ? More trouble. What shall be door

with it ? Trouble fast and furious. Some say it

should be taxed. What ! Lay a tax upon some

thing that has not been earned! Never! What

is the use of not earning something if any part of

it is going to be taken away for the benefit of

those who do earn things? What would become

of us if people were not allowed security in tbe

possession of what they have rightfully and law

fully not earned?

Such a proposition should not for a moment be

allowed to gain a foothold. The next thing some

foolish reformer would be so bold as to say that

an unearned increment must have been earned by

somebody and that it ought to go to that some

body, which is absurd.

From there it would be an easy step to begin

calling unearned increments by the old-fashioned

name of swag, so that everyone could understand

what was meant by it That would be fatal. The

science of economics does not exist for the pur

pose of making things clear.

We must not dig too deeply. Only radicals do

that. An unearned increment is a necessary gooil

to those who have unearned it and a necessary

evil to those who have not. Let us begin there

as a working hypothesis, as a basis for our scien

tific lucubrations. Having thus started upon a

false premise, it is reasonable to expect that our

conclusions will be false; which is the desidera-
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turn, if our colleges are to continue to receive en

dowments.

The unearned increment must not be incrim

inated.

ELLIS O. JONES.

+ * +

AN INSTANCE OF LAND CAPI

TALISM.

Wall street circulars are not as a rule the

best sources of information in aid of sound pub

lic policies; but under the lawyer's rule that ad

missions against interest make good evidence, the

facts they let out are often of great public value

insofar as these circulars are honest investment

advisers, the facts they disclose may be of extra

ordinary value. What is good for the investor

to know ,n order to milk the public, is good for

milked t0 kD°W ^ °rd6r t0 eS°ape beinS

Without intending to apply these observations

to John Moody's Market Letter (special letter No.

A2 of August 12, 1909; 35 Nassau street, New

York), beyond attributing to it the virtues of an

honest investment adviser, we find its revelations

for the information of investors to be of remark

able pubhc value. For this particular market let

ter explains why the Reading Company's stock

is a good purchase, notwithstanding what is re

garded on the edges of Wall street as its inex

plicably h,gh price; and in doing so it exhibits

the primal source of plutocratic power.

The explanation is that the Reading is not a

railroad at all, but a vast "holding" companv.

Irue, it controls 1,700 miles of railway, and to

that extent its stock may be compared with other

railway companies; but this is a trifling possession

in comparison with its other holdings.

The important possession of the Reading,—

that which justifies the amazing prices of 'its

stock,—is an empire of American land of enormous

and growing value.

+

According to the Moody Letter, even the great

value of the Reading's comparatively short rail

way system is due to its control of 130 000

acres of anthracite coal lands in eastern Pennsyl

vania. Without this land it could not support

its large capitalization.

In classifying the assets of the Reading, the

letter states that—

the first asset to be mentioned in order of import

ance is the capital stock of the Philadelphia ft Read-

oPcgnnn°al & Ir°n Ca ThU company owns in fee over

86.000 acres of coal lands, valued by the company at

$76,000,000, and in addition controls by lease and

stock ownership more than 17,280 acres. Giving these

latter acres the same conservative valuation, we

would have a total value in the Coal & Iron Company

holdings of about $91,000,000.

Having thus described the Reading's asset of

first importance, the Moody letter proceeds:

But because of its control of the Central Railroad

of New Jersey, the Reading Company has a far larg

er Interest than the above in anthracite coal de

posits. The Lehigh & Wilkesbarre Coal Company

is controlled by the Central railroad of New Jersey

and owns in fee in the Wyoming and Lehigh sections

about 29,500 acres and controls by lease about 3,000

acres more. These Lehigh and Wilkesbarre holdings

are well known as more valuable per acre than those

held by the Reading Coal & Iron Company, but meas

uring them by the same small valuation-yard-stick

we would have a figure of about $27,000,000 more to

add to the $91,000,000 given above, or $118,000,000

In all.

These unmined coal holdings represent approxi

mately 63 per cent of all the anthracite coal deposit

in the State of Pennsylvania, according to latest esti

mates. Of the remainder, the Lehigh Valley Is said

to control about 16 per cent; the Lackawanna about

6% per cent, and the Erie system about 3 per cent,

leaving approximately 11% per cent In the hands of

so-called "independent" operators. Of the actual pro

duction of anthracite coal, the group of railroads

enumerated above are assumed to represent form

20 per cent to 25 per cent, leaving the balance for

the "independents."

Special note should be made of the position of the

Reading Company in the above combination. On the

face of things it clearly dominates the situation, rep

resenting more than a majority of the entire hold

ings, and over two-thirds of all holdings represented

by the group of railroads. But Its position, strategic

ally, is really far stronger than would appear on the

surface, for the Erie and Lehigh Valley, representing

between them nearly 20 per cent of the total hold

ings, are "Morgan" roads and therefore, In policy,

closely allied with the Reading Company interests.

As far as the control or domination of the entire coal

situation is concerned, therefore, it will be noted that

the Reading interests are in a pre-eminent position.

There is that in those figures which should

make public spirited men who think there is noth

ing in the land question, "sit up and take notice."

Every dollar mentioned above, except the com

paratively trifling item of railroad and mining

equipment, represents land. The fact that it is

capitalized does not alter its character. To call

the Reading stockholders "capitalists," and their

property "capital," does not make them any the

less landlords nor their "capital" any the less

land. It is in their land holdings that their evil

power lies, whether we call it "land" or "capital"

or call (hem "landlords" or "capitalists."
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But the Moody Letter does not stop with present

values. It deals with the future; and with the

kind of "capital" that grows steadily in capital

istic power and value—the only kind that does

not rot and rust and pass back into the land

again, but persists while grass grows and water

runs.

Let us quote further:

But as a matter of fact, an analysis of the value

of the Reading coal holdings or of the strategical

position of the Reading property is to no real extent

divulged by the above demonstration. In the matter

of value of coal holdings, we find it clearly demon

strated that the present unmined coal owned or con

trolled is far in excess, in volume, of the entire

amount which the Reading and Its predecessors have

taken from the ground and shipped within the past

sixty years. The value of such shipments, figured

at the prevailing rates during the period named, has

been in excess of $500,000,000. Figuring the present

known unmined deposits at a maximum valuation of

one dollar per ton, the Reading Company today,

through the Philadelphia & Reading Coal & Iron

Company and through Its New Jersey Central con

trol, has an asset in its unmined deposits far in ex

cess of $500,000,000.

Directly affecting the present and prospective value

of these vast deposits is the strategical position of

the Reading Company in relation to other coal own

ing and shipping organizations.

We have seen that this position is pre-eminent at

the present time. One of the reasons why it is likely

to remain pre-eminent is that the Reading Company

itself is influenced by financial interests of far-reach

ing nature; interests which are not only able to make

their presence felt in railroad circles, but also in

political and industrial fields generally.

Not only have the Morgan interests a large finger

In the Reading pie, but so also have the Harriman,

Pennsylvania and Vanderbilt interests. In other

words, we find here a correlation of the mightiest

financial and political influences of the day united

to maintain the present statu quo, as far as the pro

duction and distribution of anthracite coal is con

cerned.

This influence reaches also into the labor field, and

makes its power felt there. Seven years ago the

great coal strike was a partial success largely be

cause of the fact that the coal barons had not reached

that maturity of control which they enjoy today, nor

were the public to anything like as great an extent

ready to be reconciled to materially higher prices for

coal. But the events of the past seven years havo

changed the face of things considerably. The world

wide rise in prices and the cost of living has pre

vented the cost of anthracite coal to consumer to

longer be an anachronism, and we pay today from

25 per cent to 50 per cent more per ton for our fuel

almost as contentedly as we paid the lower prices a

decade ago. Attempts of a sporadic nature on tho

part of the miners for rises in wages do not call forth

the wide public sympathy such as was witnessed lm

1902, and therefore their chances of disturbing the

situation as it stands are materially less.

What the comparatively distant future may de

velop in this regard need not be dwelt on here. It

is more than likely that some day we will see an up

rising of revolutionary nature in the coal fields, but

the present situation does not point to a contingency

of this kind for some years at least.

He who has eyes to see, let him look.

NEWS NARRATIVE

To use the reference figures of this Department far

obtaining continuous news narratives:

Observe the reference figures in any article ; turn back to the p^e

they indicate and find there the next preceding artk:Ie, on the km

subject; observe the reference figures in that article, and turn bade

as before; continue until you come to the earliest article on :h= sub

ject; then retrace your course through the indicated pages, readirs

each article in chronological order, and you will nsvc a coctmuots

news narrative of the subject f~Mn its historical beginnings to date

Week ending Tuesday, December 14, 1909.

The British Parliamentary Campaign.

The joinder of issue in the British campaign

now before the country (p. 1187) was formalh

made on the 10th by means of a published address

to his own constituency by Mr. Balfour, the Ton

leader, and a keynote speech by the Prime Min

ister, Mr. Asquith, at Albert Hall, London, in be

half of the Liberals.

*

In his address, described by the cable dispafches

as "quiet" and "dignified," Mr. Balfour charges

the Liberal party with trying to set up a single

Parliamentary chamber, criticizes the Budget, and

refers to the state of unemployment, putting for

ward "tariff reform" [protection] as the remedy.

Of "tariff reform" he says nothing in any other

respect, explaining that "the very fact that it i>

the first plank in the unionist program has pre

vented its ever receiving less than its due meed of

attention whether from friends or foes.

Mr. Asquith's speech at Albert Hall was notable

for its announcement, the first authoritative one,

that the return of the Liberal party to power

would be followed by the extension to Ireland of

home rule in Irish affairs as soon as the veto power

of the House of Lords had been removed. His

words on this point were as follows:

Speaking last year before my accession to the

Premiership I described the Irish policy as the one

undeniable failure of British statesmanship. I re

peat tonight what I said then, and on behalf of

my colleagues and, I believe, on behalf of my party,

I reiterate that this is a problem to be solved,

only in one way—by a policy which, while explicit?

safeguarding the supreme, Indivisible authority of

the Imperial Parliament, can set up in Ireland »

system of full self-government as regards purely

Irish Affairs. There is not and cannot be any ques-
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tion of separation. There is not and cannot be any

question of rivalry or competing for supremacy sub

ject to these conditions. That is the Liberal policy.

For reasons which we believe to have been ade

quate, the present Parliament was disabled in ad

vance from proposing any such solution, but in the

new House the Liberal Government at the head of

a Liberal majority will be in this matter entirely

free.

On the subject of suffrage, Mr. Asquith said

that the law is still incumbered with artificial dis

tinctions and impediments for which there is no

justification; and referring specifically to woman

suffrage he said that his views [for adult suffrage

regardless of sex] were well known, and he had

not altered them despite "the suicidal excesses of

a. small section of the advocates for such a

change."

*

His speech bore most directly, however, upon

the necessity for limiting the power of the House

of Tjords as the necessary prerequisite to any pro

gressive legislation- whatever. On this point the

cable reports Mr. Asquith as follows :

"What has been done may be done again. It be

comes our first duty to make its recurrence im

possible. We shall therefore demand authority from

the electorate to translate an ancient unwritten

usage into an act of Parliament and to place upon

the statute book recognition explicit and complete

of the settled doctrine of our Constitution that it

is. beyond theJ province of the House of Lords to

meddle with any law, to any degree or for any pur

pose, of national finance." The Premier, continuing,

said that neither he nor any other Liberal minister

supported by a majority in the House of Commons

was going to submit again to the rebuffs and humil

iations of the last four years. They would not as

sume office unless they could secure safeguards

which experience showed to be necessary for the

legislative unity and honor of their party. The Lib

eral party, Mr. Asquith declared, was not promoting

the abolition of the House of Lords or the setting up

of a single chamber, but it asked of the electorate

that the House of Lords should be confined to the

functions proper to the second chamber and that

the absolute veto must go. He, personally, did

not underestimate the odds against which he had to

contend, but the Government was unanimous in de

manding the absolute control of the finances by the

House of Commons, the maintenance of free trade,

and an effective curtailment or limitation of the

power of the House of Lords. Mr. Asquith defended

the Budget as necessary to social reform, and in

this respect old age pensions were the first step.

The Budget, he continued, had been thrown out

by the House of Lords after weeks of debate and

the Government, as a result, was confronted with

three Constitutional innovations: First, the claim

of the House of Lords to control in levying taxation;

second, the claim of the same House to the right

to compel dissolution of the popular chamber, and,

third, the assertion of the House of Lords of their

power to make and unmake the executive government

of the crown. Mr. Asquith pointed out that Just four

years ago Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman, then

Prime Minister, had outlined in Albert Hall the pol

icy of a new Liberal government, which included

many reforms. The representatives of the people

of the House of Commons had labored faithfully to

carry into law the measures promised, but their

will had been nullified and, as a fitting climax, the

supplies which the House of Commons had voted

had been stepped upon by the House of Lords:

Therefore the House of Commons was now on the

eve oi another dissolution and it had fallen to his

lot to take up the burden. The last time, ho said,

the Government had recKoned without its host, but

it was not going to make that mistake again. "I

tell you in the name and on behalf of the Liberal

party," Mr. Asquith proceeded, "we have at this

moment laid upon us a single task—a task which

dominates and transcends because it embraces and

involves every great and beneficent social and polit

ical change upon which our hearts are set. That task

is to vindicate and establish upon an unshakable

foundation the principle of representative govern

ment."

*

Owing to the announced policy of what Mr.

Asquith described as "a small section of the advo

cates" of woman suffrage who, by their excesses,

are increasing the difficulties of its supporters in

the Liberal party, it had become necessary to ex

clude all women from Albert Hall during the

Prime Minister's speech. By no possibility could

orderly women be distinguished from the disor

derly at the entrance doors. As it was, a number

of women contemplating disorderly interruptions

were found secreted in the hall and excluded be

fore the meeting began. The hall was therefore

filled to overflowing exclusively by men. Among

these were two men who sought to create disorder

by interruptive cries of "votes for women" during

the speaking, and they were ejected.

American Relations With Nicaragua.

In an Associated Press interview of the 10th,

President. Zelaya of Nicaragua (p. 118(i) com

plains of unfairness on the part of the United

States. He says:

I proposed to Secretary of State Knox that he sub

mit the case to the decision of a committee of his

own choosing, agreeing to surrender my title

to the Presidency if the argument in his letter to

Isidor Hezera, former Nicaraguan minister to the

United States, were sustained. Secretary Knox has

not replied. Defenseless against the hostility of a

powerful nation, I must submit, although I have

been condemned unheard. The coercion of the Uni

ted States will not redound to the credit of that

nation, whose motives are questioned in all Latin-

America. The shooting of Groce and Cannon was

a pretext Both were amenable to the laws of Nica

ragua, which distinctly authorizes the shooting of

individuals commanding rebels. It is different if a

./■"
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person is captured during the course of an inter

national war. The attempt of Secretary Knox to

establish the inviolability of the persons of Amer

icans participating in foreign revolutions will result

in constant revolutions led by immune Americans.

The initiative in the shooting of Groce and Can

non was not mine. I simply refused to extend clem

ency to them after a properly constituted military

tribunal had passed upon the case. While I am

ready to surrender the Presidency, I cannot do

it precipitately, as it will result in uprisings by evil

factions, each of which is eager to secure power.

I am in negotiations with the revolutionists to secure

an indorsement to a successor who will be accept

able to all parties and have submitted the name of

Jose Madriz, judge of the Cartiga court. I hope this

will obviate the necessity for American intervention

which would be intensely distasteful to the whole

of Latin-America. I am informed that it is the

intention of the United States to prevent my leaving

Nicaragua. I don't believe this to be true.

Unnamed officials of the State Department at

Washington were reported on the 11th as denying

that any such communication as that proposing a

committee to pass upon the case had been received.

President Zelaya's statement of the effect of

the policy of the United States upon the public

opinion of all Latin-America was given added

color by the action of a meeting of 'citizens of the

Central American republics resident in the City

of Mexico on the 9th, which in denouncing the

action of the United States in a series of resolu

tions stated that "Secretary Knox violated the

first principle of international rights in his note

to Charge Rodriguez," and that "later Mr. Taft

in his message to Congress did the same," and, de

claring that the government of the United States

had taken as a pretext the shooting of two Ameri

cans to menace Nicaragua by sending troops to

that country, had attacked "not only the country

against which they were proceeding, but menaced

the whole of America, since by this means a pre

cedent! was being established whereby no country

on this continent would have the right to punish

any North American criminal unless it was pre

pared to have the United States deal summarily

with it on the ground that American interests had

been attacked."

*

Congressman Sulzer's resolutions in the lower

House of Congress (p. 1187) were supplemented

in the Senate on the 10th by resolutions proposed

by Senator Eayner empowering the President to

take all steps necessary for the punishment of

President Zelaya as a common criminal, charged

with murder of two Americans engaged in revo

lutionary activity in Nicaragua. Senator Rayner

spoke to his resolution on the 13th, denouncing

Zelaya as an assassin for his execution of Groce

and Cannon, and saying that—

If the country knew what is known in official cir

cles in reference to his general depravity it would

regard the Secretary's communication as exceedingly

temperate as it shows upon its face the restraint

under which he was laboring in dealing with such a

character. Such a creature as this deserves the

execration of mankind. Now, as the 'culminating

infamy of his administration, trampling upon every

instinct of humanity, in violation of universal law,

in defiance of those precepts of the international

code that have been recognized ever since the night

of barbarism receded before the rays of civilization,

he has put to torture and then to death two Amer

ican citizens, who were not guilty of treason, who

were not spies, but whom he had captured as pris

oners of war in the army of the revolutionists. This

act was not only the act of a fiend, but was an insult

to the honor of this Republic, and cannot remain

unavenged.

A weekly paper of Managua, Nicaragua, dated

November 19, and received in New Orleans on

the 7th, contained a report of the execution of

Cannon and Groce. It asserts that both wore

caught in the act of trying to blow up the steamer

Diamante and had exploded a mine fifteen Yards

in front of the vessel. It says also that when the

men were captured they had in their possession

dynamite, fuses and machines for causing the ex

plosion, and that after a trial at Fort El Castillo

they confessed to having set the mine, and were

shot outside the fort. No authentic disclosure by

the American government of any information sub

stantially contrary to this Nicaraguan newspaper

statement has vet been made.

The Railroad Strike.

Dispatches of the 10th from Cincinnati told of

a consultation there between Frank Hawley, presi

dent of the American Switchmen's Union, and

Samuel Gompers, president of the American Fed

eration of Labor, relative to the switchmen's strike

in the Northwest (p. 1187), at which Mr. Gom

pers had come to the conclusion, whicb he an

nounced, that the Federation should support the

striking switchmen to the extent of it? ability

both morally and financially. Regarding the pos

sibility of a. general railroad strike the commit

tee representing the telegraphers of the Big Four

system, were reported from Cincinnati on the 10th

as announcing that 99 per cent of the telegraph

operators of that company who have sent in their

ballots have voted in favor of a strike if the de

mand for higher wages is refused. In Cincinnati,

Toledo and Dayton the vote is unanimous.

Some of these days the West, which feeds the

country, and the South, which clothes the country,

will combine politically against that small section

of the East which exploits the country.—The Com

moner.
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NEWS NOTES

—The aged King Leopold of Belgium (pp. 40, 174)

was reported on the 14th to be dying.

—President Taft has named Horace H. Lurton to

succeed the late Judge Peckham (p. 1045) as a

Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States.

—The mutiny of a native constabulary company

at Davao, Mindanao (p. 1189), in the Philippine

Islands, was reported last summer (p. 589). On the

9th fourteen of the mutineers were sentenced to

death.

—The old Sioux Chief Red Cloud, opposer of the

building of ihe Union Pacific railroad through the

Sioux territory, is dead at the age of 86. For the

past twenty-five years he has lived at the Pine Ridge

agency.

—The American Ice Company was convicted on

the 10th at New York of attempting to monopolize

the ice supply in defiance of the Donnelly anti-mon

opoly law of New York. The sentence imposed was

a fine of $5,000.

—As one of the final results of the investigation

of the new Turkish regime into the massacres of

Christians at Adana last spring (pp. 446, 469, 711)

twenty-six Moslems were executed at Adana on the

11th and 12th. Great crowds witnessed the execu

tions.

—The prolonged industrial lockout and strike in

Sweden (p. 951) was reported on the 14th to have

been called off by the Employers' Association. While

this result is a victory for the unions, industry has

been crippled, and it is believed that many workers

will remain unemployed until spring.

—The annual dinner of the English League for the

Taxation of Land Values, in London on the 29th,

was held especially "in commemoration of Henry

George and in celebration of the adoption by the

House of Commons of the Land Valuation clauses

of the Finance bill." John Paul and Crompton Llew

elyn Davies spoke to the toast to the cause.

—The eastbound Big Four St. Louis-New York

train, at an hour before midnight on the

13th, while making a speed of more than a mile a

minute, ran into the rear section of a Lake Shore

passenger train on the same track, at North East,

Pa. The cars of the slower train were ploughed into

by the engine of the fast train. Three persons

were killed and many were injured severely.

—The continuance of the Russian Imperial policy

in regard to the suppression of the autonomy of Fin

land (p. 1139), the Grand Duke Nicholas, second

cousin of the Czar, was appointed on the 7th to take

"full and direct charge" of affairs in Finland. The

present acting Governor-General of Finland will be

under his control. The Grand Duke's record is such

as to lead the Finns to expect stern treatment at his

hands.

—At the municipal elections held throughout

Spain (p. 1095) on the 12th the Liberals and Repub

licans generally were successful. In Madrid the

Liberals elected twenty-eight of their candidates

and the Republicans thirteen. At Barcelona the

Radicals triumphed, electing nineteen out of a total

of twenty-three candidates. There was considerable

rioting at Bilbao, Barcelona, and Malaga, and a num

ber of casualties occurred.

—The Surgeon General of the United States, in

his annual report just out, states that no cases of

human plague have occurred in San Francisco (vol.

x, pp. 541, 564) during the current year, and but

four cases of rat plague have been discovered. A

war of extermination on rats and ground squirrels

has been waged along the coast, but only in Contra

Costa county (on San Francisco Bay) has serious

plague infection been found among them.

—The Pittsburg Board of Trade have arranged for

a series of lectures on civic subjects at their hall,

205 Shady Ave. (near Penn. Ave.), including the fol

lowing speakers: Friday, Jan. 28, Herbert S. Bige-

low; Thursday, March 3, Lawson Purdy; Thursday,

March 24, Peter Witt. Henry George, Jr., is to lec

ture at the Temple lecture course in Pittsburg in

March, and at other points in the same city. Henry

H. Hardinge, will appear before the labor unions of

Pittsburg, March 1 to 7.

—The Secretary of State of MJchigan having re

fused to grant a license to the American Telephone

and Telegraph Company to operate in Michigan and

the company having applied for a writ of mandamus

to compel him, the Supreme Court of the State de

cided on the 10th that it has been the legislative

policy of the State for twenty-five years to require

telegraph and telephone companies to operate inde

pendently and therefore gave judgment in favor of

the Secretary of State.

—The St. Petersburg correspondent of a London

paper says that wholesale arrests of prominent per

sons have been made there and at Moscow. The

police raided numerous dwellings and say they found

many compromising documents and seditious corre

spondence. The persons arrested include Prof.

Sakowloff of St. Petersburg university, Mr. Schipt-

shinsky and twenty guests found in his house, Mmes.

Kusova and Repjava, the well known novelists and

editor of the magazine Byloje.

—The monthly statement of the United States

Treasury Department (p. 1140) for November, 1909,

shows the following thus far for the fiscal year

ending June 30, 1910:

Gold Reserve Fund $150,000,000.00

Available cash 81,935,124.90

Total $231,935,124.90

On hand at close of last fiscal year, June 30,

1909 274,453)841.25

Decrease to Nov. 30 $ 42,518.716.35

Decrease to Oct. 31 35,350,762.95

Decrease for November $ 7. 167, 953. 40

—One of the most disastrous storms in the history

of the Great Lakes swept Lake Erie last week. Three

large steamers were destroyed. The W. C. Richard

son foundered off Buffalo harbor on the 8th, five

members of the crew being lost, and fourteen saved.

The Clarion burned out in the Lake, with a loss of

fifteen lives, six being saved. And the steel car

ferry steamer Marquette and Bessemer No. 2, valued

at $450,000, running from Conneaut, Ohio, for Port

Stanley, Ont, with thirty loaded coal cars, was lost
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on the 10th. On the 12th searchers found a water

logged yawl from the steamer with the frozen bodies

of nine of the crew. Twenty-nine others are sup

posed to have perished.

PRESS OPINIONS

The Unearned Increment in Germany.

The Springfield (Mass.) Republican (ind.), Dec. 2.

(weekly ed.).—The increment land tax has finally

been adopted in Berlin because of the urgent neces

sity of tapping new sources of taxation. The same

tax was proposed in 1906 and 1907, but was rejected

by the city council; but, in view of the prospect

that this form of taxation is being seriously con

sidered by the imperial government, the Berlin mu

nicipal authorities decided to get after the incre

ment tax immediately in order to forestall the Reich-

tag. That this form of taxation will be very general

in Europe and the British isles within 20 years is

indicated by these developments.

* *

The Nicaraguan Affair.

The (Johnstown, Pa.) Daily Democrat, Dec. 9.—We

are in receipt of a private letter from a distinguished

minority member of the lower house of Congress

bearing on the Nicaragua affair. "I know in a gen

eral way," he says, "that New York financiers are

acquiring valuable concessions in all the Central

American republics. In some of these republics," he

goes on, "including Nicaragua, so-called 'American'

parties have been created. Of course the revolution

in Nicaragua is being financed from some source.

It would not be possible for it to exist a day without

strong financial aid. The papers have commenced

to report the shipping of arms and ammunition over

from New Orleans to the rebel armies in Nicaragua.

I am inclined to think that the revolution is being

financed in this country; and annexation to the

United States will bring large returns to some one.

1 wish I knew more about it. It is impossible to get

any information here. If some great newspaper

would undertake to investigate the matter and would

send representatives to Nicaragua, they might be

able to find out some facts. If we could get a Con

gressional investigation, we might be able to get

at the bottom of it all." This indicates that a Con

gressional investigation is in contemplation and we

have little doubt that if one should be undertaken

it would reveal a situation somewhat different from

that so heatedly denounced by Secretary Knox. We

should be very glad to know who is behind Estrada

in this country and who is furnishing the rebels with

money. Is this another Asphalt Trust revolution?

* +

The Ballot as a Sex Distinction.

La Follette's Magazine (Madison, Wis.), Dec. 4.—

Dr. Charles H. Parkhurst discussed the suffrage

movement in a sermon the other day. He said:

"Why are there two sexes? Why was it that God

created man male and female? That is a point

that, so far as I am aware, has not even been

touched by our social revolutionists, and yet, of

all points, it is the one that lies nearest to the bot

tom of the whole man-and-woman problem." The

good doctor seemed to think that in this query he

confounds both suffragists and suffragettes. And it

must be confessed that he does stump not only them,

but most of us. Probably he might be puzzled him

self to state explicity why man was not made to

multiply by some of the very interesting sexless

ways which our friends the biologists tell of. But

what is the bearing of the answer (when we find

it) on the suffrage question? Does the excellent

doctor mean that God meant the right to vote to be

preserved as a sex distinction? Does he wish to

be understood as meaning that the Divine Plan will

be baUed if the statutes governing elections are

so changed as to allow women to vote? Then never

did the Divine Plan lean on so frail a reed as when

it was leaned against the Revised Statutes. It is

good to be assured that one, at least of our statutes,

according to so good a theologian, is declaratory

of the purposes of Omniscience, though, with Uni

versal Law at stake, we shall tremble at every roll-

call. Perhaps, however, the purposes of God as to

the sexes do not rest on the condition of the Code.

Perhaps even the passage of suffrage bills leaves

women women, as of old, and men men. In fact, it

appears that Dr. Parkhurst has reasoned quite girl

ishly.

* +

The British Suffragettes.

Boston Daily Advertiser, Dec. 11.—A movement

aiming at reform was seldom betrayed by foolish and

fatuous tactics on the part of those controlling it

into so false and mischievous a position as that now

taken by a great body of the "militant" English

suffragettes toward the present momentous issue

in English politics. The dispatches report an or

ganized movement among these women to do every

thing in their Dower to hurt the Liberal cause and

canaidates in every election district. ... At such an

hour, these frenzied agitators, closing their eyes to

every consideration except the fancied advantage

of their particular cause at this particular moment,

elect to throw their weight into the scale along with

English toryism and feudalism—from whose triumph

in point of fact, if any reckless and unholy combina

tion should chance to ensure it, they of all persons

have really least to hope, but can only suffer. . . .

It is doubtful whether ever in political history a

grosser lack of proportion and perspective in judg

ment was evidenced by otherwise serious persons.

It is as if a body of the Puritan women of England

in the time of the Commonwealth had carried some

indignation towards Milton and Vane, even a just

indignation, so far as to plunge them into conspiracy

for the restoration of Charles the Second. . . . The

situation is doubly deplorable and compromising

through its extreme partisanship. It has been only

the Liberal government which has been attacked by

these violent women. The Tory government, so long

in power, was let alone, but the women have chosen

to harass only their best friends, the party from

which they have heceived the most and have most

to expect. It all shows a dispiriting lack of polit

ical sagacity and fairness; and it is not strange, in

yiew of the clear strengthening which the particu
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lar suffrage bill proposed would for the time bring

to the conservative and privileged class, that it has

earned much severe characterization. . . . The pro

gressive men of England are, in the face of the pres

ent great issue, sinking their differences. Liberal

leaders and Labor leaders are striking hands to see

that there shall be no duplication of candidates

where that would be a menace; no three-cornered

lights will be allowed to jeopardize the great cause.

Every far-seeing English wom?ji should lend a hand,

and return to other issues by and by; and to this

end American influences are not unimportant.

The British Budget.

Albuquerque (N. M.) Dally Tribune Citizen (ind.),

Dec. 2.—Henry George, an American, author of

"Progress and Poverty," has at last made England

sit up and take notice. The single tax, or a tax on

the value of land, is the feature of the Budget which

has raised such a turmoil in the Kingdom. The

press associations as a rule emphasize other features

of the Budget, but it is this that is causing the

trouble. A tax on land values would mean the throw

ing open of millions of acres of the most valuable

land in England to labor, it would mean the opening

of the door of opportunity.

Chicago Record Herald (lnd. Rep.), Dec. 13.—

Premier Asquith has made the "keynote" speech of

the momentous campaign which is to determine the

future of British economic and fiscal policy, as well

as the future of the Lords. Certainly his address

has not disappointed expectations. It is lucid, defin

ite, direct, strong, statesmanlike. If the Liberals

are returned to power the electorate will deliberately

have approved the land taxes of the rejected Budget,

drastic reform—but not abolition—of the upper

House, free trade finance and Irish home rule. For

these are the important planks of the Asquith plat

form, which, of course, becomes the platform of the

Ministry as a whole and of the party led by it.

The British Press on the British Revolution.

Liverpool Daily Post and Mercury (Liberal), Dec.

1.—Instead of being mended, the House of Lords

goes from bad to worse. To mend it, if it could be

mended, would be to encourage it to aspire to in

creased power at the expense of the people's House,

and the present quarrel indicates the nature of its

aspirations. Let the relations of the two Houses

now be clearly defined, and the Lords be definitely

assigned an inferior and more harmless position.

London Times (Tory), Dec. 1.—When, according

to the reasoned conviction of the second Chamber,

the proposed changes trench too deeply into what

is permanent and organic, it becomes its duty to

submit these changes to the judgment of the coun

try. If the country decides against the proposed

innovations, the second Chamber is fully justified.

Lpndon Morning Post (Tory), Dec. 1,—No one

doubts that the rejection of the Budget marks a new

stage in a great struggle, but it is nonsense to pre

tend as Liberals pretend, that the struggle Is one

between the House of Commons and the House of

Lords. Unionists know that it is a struggle between

Socialism and Imperialism, and that the fate of the

Empire hangs in the balance. ... If the House of

Lords neglected on this occasion to exercise its

undoubted right of referring to the electors ques

tions never submitted to their approval, it would

be reduced to legislative impotence in the future.

This power of rejection of finance bills is only, and

can only be, employed on a grave and exceptional

emergency. Such an emergency was created by the

bringing forward of a Budget which aimed at effect

ing vast social and political changes under financial

disguise, and which introduced new and far-reaching

principles of taxation without any authority from

the nation.

*

London Dally Telegraph (Tory), Dec. 1.—What

effrontery can be so brassy, what casuistry so auda

cious, what futility so laboured, as to dare to acouse

the Peers of oligarchic tyranny for Invoking the

direct right of the people? The charge is so unten

able that it falls to the ground of itself. The entire

nation is eager to pronounce upon the Budget. Not

only do tariff reformers [protectionists] say so—the

apostles of confiscation say it, the socialists repeat

it, the extreme radicals confirm it. . . . The Govern

ment have endeavored to to prevent It. The Peers

have insisted upon and secured it. They have an-

nuled the effort of the Cabinet to override by its

own flat public opinion. The House of Lords has

given the immediate and direct right to the people.

London Daily News (Lib.), Dec. 1.—The Lords

have cast their die. ... In no national cause, but

simply to save certain classes of the rich from taxa

tion and to fight for its transference to the poor,

they have flung their challenge in the face of the

people. The Government and the House of Commons

have only one possible course left open to them—

on behalf of the democracy of the country to take

the challenge up.

*

London Daily Chronicle (Lib.), Dec. 1.—The Peers

have arrogated to themselves the right of controlling

the taxation of the country and of compelling dis

solution of a House of Commons of whose political

complexion it disapproves. The center of gravity

in the British Constitution is for the moment al

tered. The supreme control has by a usurpation

without precedent been shifted from the representa

tives of the people In the Commons to the heredi

tary and non-elective Chamber. Oligarchy has been

substituted for democracy. Such is the coup d'etat.

The stroke will be short-lived, and will bring its

inevitable retribution. From the hour when the vot

ing was announced in the House of Lords last night,

a new era commences In our Constitutional history.

The rash act committed last night has lighted a fire

which will not be quenched until the balance of

the Constitution has been restored- and made secure

against any repetition of lawless violence. Be the
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struggle short or long, it can, as so many of the

wisest men in the Lords warned their fellow Peers,

have but one issue. The forces of democracy will

not suffer the struggle to be ended until they have

attained security. The watchword will be "Never

again."

London Morning Leader (Lib.), Dec. 1.—This is

not a question of whether this or that Minister or

party shall be in office next year or the year after;

it is a question of putting the clock back to the days

beyond the Stuarts. If the incredible happened, and

Mr. Balfour regained the form as well as the sub

stance of power next January, the ultimate ruin of

the party which engineered this conspiracy would

be no less certain. Liberals will never lay down

their arms; they will never abate one jot of their

demands, and if this fight were to go on for a genera

tion or for four generations it would still be fought

by the united armies of progress doggedly and re

lentlessly, year after year, to its inevitable end.

Manchester Guardian (Lib.), Dec. 1.—Prom the

question of whether he should use his vote to get

this or that done in Parliament the ordinary voter.

Conservative as well as Liberal, will now be forced

by the Lords' action to turn away and stand up for

his bare right of getting anything done in Parliament

at all. For with the power of the purse goes all

power in English politics, and if the Lords could

by any prodigies of skill in false pretences procure

an amnesty at the polls for their first seizure of for

bidden power, the all-important precedent would

have been given and taken, and the supreme power

would in two months have passed from the voters

of England, who have held it for three centuries,

to the House of Lords.

Birmingham Daily Post (Tory), Dec. 1.—If the

general election demonstrates a readiness to plunge

into the Georgean abyss, the electors will have them

selves alone to blame for any resultant suffering,

and the Lords will be absolved from responsibility

as contributory agents. Should they vote against

the Government, the L,ords will have the satisfaction,

as in the case of the home rule controversy, of feel

ing that they, and not the Cabinet, have more truly

interpreted the spirit and temper of the nation.

Whatever the result of the election, and whatever

be its influence on our Constitutional history, the

fact will remain for all time that the Lords have

been prepared to face the manifold pains and pen

alties with which they have been threatened, simply

and solely because a sense of duty, as they conceive

it, has weighed more with them than counsels of

expediency.

South Wales Daily News (Lib.), Dec. 1.—The an

nouncement of the figures was received at midnight

in the streets of Cardiff with cheers for Mr. Lloyd-

George. That is the sign of the times. Is the coun

try to be governed by 350 Peers? That is the issue,

and Liberals go into the flgnt forced upon them with

clean 'hands.

Leeds Mercury (Lib.), Dec. 1.—The adoption of

Lord Lansdowne's amendment marks the temporary

disestablishment of the representative Chamber. It

represents also the transitory triumph of plutocratic

interests over the aspirations of the democracy.

The blow long meditated by the oligarchy against

a free and representative institution has at last been

delivered, and we all know where we stand today.

The adoption of the amendment is a shameless

affront to the moral conscience of the nation.

RELATED THINGS

CONTRIBUTIONS AND REPRINT

RAGGED HEROES.

From the Hungarian of Alexander Petofi. Rendered

Into English Verse by Alice Stone Blackwell.

For The Public.

I too could dress my verses up

In rhymes and metres fair.

As fits when we go visiting

In fashion's pomp and glare.

But my thoughts are not idle youths

Who for amusement live,

To go, In gloves and well-curled locks.

Calls to receive and give.

No sword rings now, no cannon booms;

Dim rust has quenched their rage;

Yet war goes on; instead of swords.

Ideas the battle wage.

Among your warriors, O my Time!

I combat as I can.

TIs by my poems I contend;

Each Is a fighting man.

Ragged but valiant lads are they,

All brave in battle's press.

A soldier's duty Is performed

By courage, not by dress.

Whether my poems will survive

I do not ask at all;

If in this battle they perchance

Must perish, let them fall.

This book that holds my dead ideas

E'en then will sacred be,

Because of heroes 'tis the grave

Who died for Liberty!

WHAT WAS THE MATTER WITH

DIVES?

Extracts from a Sermon Preached in the First Baptiit

Church of Los Gatos, Cal., Sept. 19, 1909, by

the Pastor, Robert Whitaker.

What was the matter with Dives ? There is no

evidence that he was a disreputable man. The

chances are that he was every bit as decent and

likeable a fellow as the average rich man of any
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generation? What Jesus said to the Pharisees in

substance was that the essential thing in religion

in all ages is brotherliness, and that those who

had the revelation of Moses and the prophets did

not need any further light on that point as the

truth was clear enough already, and was only ob

scured for then* because they loved money much

more than they loved men. The matter with Dives

was that he wasn't brotherly. His wealth had just

this much to do with it, that the manner of getting

wealth and spending wealth in all ages is con

trary to the brotherly interpretation of life, which

is the interpretation of Jesus' kingdom. And it

is just about as impossible for a rich man to see

this to-day as it would be for a camel to go

through a needle's eye.

The two tilings that stand out in Jesus' teach

ing concerning the kingdom of God are the Fath

erhood of God and the Brotherhood of men, and

these in a much more intimate and absolute way

than we are accustomed to take them. It is natur

ally impossible for any rich man to feel the father

hood of God as he should. Much more impossi

ble is it for a rich man to either achieve wealth

or hold it in the spirit of any profound, Christian

appreciation of his brotherhood with other men.

No man ever got rich by living up to the law of

brotherhood, nor ever can. The law of brother

hood is the law of mutual consideration, the law

of unselfishness, the law of self-abnegating servic*

of the strong toward the weak. It is impossible

for brothers to monopolize for their individual ad

vantage that which belongs to thorn all. It is im

possible for brothers to take advantage of each

other's failings and faults. It is impossible for

brothers to grow rich at each other's expense. And

what is impossible for brothers is impossible for

any men who live according to the laws of th«

kingdom of God. . . .

Our money kings are our actual deities as truly

as were ever the kings of Babylon or the emperors

of Rome the idols of the multitudes -who served

them. They also had their dead demi-gods and

gods, even as we have, but their real worship went

out to the men who had wrested power from them

and ruled over them with a rod of iron. And we

do the same. We cry out "Christ! Christ!" but

in our hearts we long to be not little Christs, but

little Harrimans. We want money more than we

want character, and we want power over our fel

lows more than we want to serve them. We can

believe easy enough that because Dives did not

feed a beggar at his gate he was damned to tor

ment for all eternity. Our little charities give us

comfort in such interpretation, and our slander

of God is an incidental thing. But to believe the

heart of the message, that the essence of religion

is brotherliness, would convict us all, and show

that we are damned already by our selfish living,

and our adulation of the very men who are doing

on a gigantic scale the very thing that Dives did.

What was the matter with Dives? The same

thing that is the matter with all of us who wor

ship the Harriman ideal of life—that he .tried to

make religion consist in something else than treat

ing the weakest and poorest of his fellows as a

brother, and then excused it on the ground that

God hadn't made it plain enough so that a man

could understand. Well, that excuse has been

taken away. Wc know now, for God has written

it in the skies, that religion is love. And still we

worship those who make life to consist in greed,

and cunning, and force.

WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON'S

LAST WORDS ON THE

NEGRO PROBLEM.

A Letter Written to the National Conference on the

Status of the Negro, Held in New York

Last Spring.*

Boston, May 29, 1909.

Mr. William English Walling, Sec'y,

New York City.

Dear Sir: I regret my inability to be present

at the conference and record my protest against

the rising tide of race prejudice and caste. Every

step in that direction needs to be unflinchingly

met, regardless of the eminent respectability that

now lends countenance to this resurgent spirit of

slavery. As in former days, the most insidious

betrayal of freedom comes from its professed

friends.

The Vardamans and Tillmans are harmless in

comparison. Their brutal avowal of a purpose

to reduce the Negro to a state of permanent vas

salage, through evasion or defiance of constitution

and law, repels humane souls and makes for jus

tice. It is men of so-called light and leading,

solicitous regarding social problems, arrogating to

themselves the character of friendly advisers of

the colored people, yet viewing the question from

the summit of race pride and birth, who are most

to be feared. v

From these come easy acquiescence in the abro

gation of the Fifteenth Amendment, the approval

of separate schools based on complexion, and an'

affected horror of racial intermarriage for fear

of white deterioration,—while contemplating

without disturbance the unabated illicit connec

tions so flagrantly in evidence. The creed lends

to servitude, in another form, of the people lib

erated by Lincoln's proclamation; compassing by

force or fraud the end for which the Southern

Confederacy fought and failed. Now, as then,

democracy is in the balance. The issue will de

termine whether self-government can survive in

a land where material interests long overshadow

the principles and enthusiasm of liberty. It is

•See Publics of May 21, page 492; June 4, page 540;

June 11, pages 559 and 563.
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the fair-weather soothsayers who drug the public

conscience and weaken resistance to privilege.

I trust that the conference will utter no un

certain sound on any point affecting the vital

subject. No part of it is too delicate for plain

speech. The republican experiment is at stake,

every tolerated wrong to the Negro reacting with

double force upon white citizens guilty of faith

lessness to their brothers. The rampant antipathy

to the Oriental races is part and parcel of the

domestic question. Safety lies in an absolute

refusal to differentiate the rights of human be

ings. Each has equal claim to life, liberty and

the pursuit of happiness,—no outworn formula,

in spite of the fashion of the mighty to deride it.-

I put political rights before educational. Uni

versities have no difficulty in rearing despots, and

the wicked laws of all nations are the handiwork

of men taught in the schools. Let ignorance

blunder and bad laws result. Under impartial

self-government the blunderers reap the punish

ment and learn wisdom and self-restraint. No

college compares with this primary school of civ

ilization in educating a people. Learning never

yet guaranteed rights; rights universally secured

are the sure guaranty of learning. Let the unan

imous voice of the conference be lifted for jus

tice and opportunity to . all races, colors, and

sexes without distinction, in face of the casuistry

all-abounding in this darkened day.

Yours for a united humanity,

WM. LL.OTD GARRISON.

TEN YEARS AFTER.

From the London Nation of November 20.

Mr. Taylor of the Balance Club was a good

deal exercised in mind, for he had heard members

saying in the smoking-room that in the following

week the Lords were going to reject the Budget

for the first time in history. He cared nothing

for history, and having expectations from an in

valid uncle, he strongly objected to the Budget,

though when the Club put up the price of a small

whisky-and-soda from fivepence to sixpence, he

lmd paid the round sum like a man, in the interest

of national defense, and had even called for an

other. But now he was told that the Lords by

killing the Budget would shake all securities and

cost the country an extra £50,000,000. That, he

feared, might have some effect on his income of

£2,000 a year, derived from his father's invest

ments, and he was rather fond of maintaining in

his philosophic way that, happiness depends, not

on the bulk of one's income, but on the margin

in one's pocket. His margin, his happiness, was

threatened by the Lords, and though he revered

them as the owners of great country houses, he

could not help wondering if there might not be

something in Liberal principles after all. For

if a whisky-and-soda went up to sevenpenee, it

would be as inconvenient a sum as fivepence, with

the inconvenience all on the wrong side.

In his perplexity, he went round the Club col

lecting the Conservative papers in the hope that

they might confirm his convictions, for he was

a conscientious man. The "Daily Mail," the

"Spectator," the "Daily Express," the "Times."

the "Daily Telegraph," the "Observer"—he found

all the party organs, except the "Sporting Times,"

which was in use. Piling them on his knees, he

sank into a deep armchair and began to read.

With every paragraph his apprehensions melted

away, and a consoling peace stole over his senses.

He felt assured the Lords would do him no harm.

They were not the people to threaten pro]>erty.

They were the natural protectors of men of posi

tion and intelligence, and would display a fellow-

feeling towards people of his class. Into their

hands he and the nation could safely commit

themselves. He had hardly read more than one

and a half of the papers when, with a feeling of

tranquillity that only an assured competence can

afford, he fell asleep.

When he awoke, ten years later, the country

was preparing for the General Election of 1920.

Meeting his old friend, Mr. Sinclair, in Piccadilly,

he heard that the Lords had just ordered a dis

solution because the first Liberal Government that

had been in power since 1909 had refused to

double the tax on bread for fear of exciting the

working population to violence.

"It is mere cowardice on the Government's

part," Sinclair said. "The working classes showed

no indignation at the Lords' conduct in 1909, and

have sIiowti none since. The old talk about the

English people's love of freedom was nothing but

a myth, and the lower orders know very well that

their very existence depends upon the Lords, for

it is impossible to live without either land or

wealth. As to violence, there is not the slightest

fear of that, since the Lords control army, navy,

and police."

"I did not know that was the function of the

Lords?" said Mr. Taylor.

"Yes," his friend replied ; "they control all the

services by their established right of refusing

supplies. Landowners and men with a stake in

the country are the natural defenders of law and

order, since it is for their benefit that law and

order primarily exist. Nothing of late years has

been more remarkable than the revival of the

grand old saying that property has its duties as

well as its rights. The Lords have shown them

selves nobly resolved to act on it, and the first

duty of the governing classes is to govern."

"Then property must be secure," sighed Mr.

Taylor with relief.

"It is doubly secure," Mr. Sinclair answered.

"A benign feeling of security is extended through

out the country. Even the lower classes share in
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it, for their labor is constant and never stops. For

fear of interrupting it and reducing the weekly

wages, the Lords have lately abolished the Sunday

idleness, and in gratitude the people now call

Sunday the Lords' Day."

"I am glad the lower orders are having a busy

time," said Mr. Taylor sympathetically.

"Nothing is so terrible as unemployment," Mr.

Sinclair replied. "But come for a run over the

country in my aeroplane, and see for yourself."

Flying low, they sped over crowded cities and

squalid towns and patches of fields where de

pressed-looking laborers were plodding about in

the mud. But here and there they flew across

vast estates of park and woods, and in the middle

of one of these they descended on a hill from

which the chimneys of factories, pits, and in

numerable little streets could be dimly discerned

beyond a distant ring fence.

"One can breathe here," said Mr. Taylor com

fortably.

"Yes," said Mr. Sinclair, "This estate is an

example of forethought and public spirit. The

owner is determined to allow no encroachment on

the people's future inheritance. That town out

side is overcrowded already. They are living at

an average of six to a room, and if this splendid

estate were built over now, where would they have

to live in another twenty years? But the owner

holds the land for future generations. Meantime,

it grows in value every year, and the wealth of

the country is enormously increased without any

effort. That is what we mean by the magic of

property. When at last the owner permits build

ing, the ground-rents will multiply his wealth ten

or twenty times over, and his consumption of that

wealth will supply employment for ten or twenty

times more labor. For wealth has a double

beneficence, blessing him who enjoys and him who

works for another's enjoyment. So true is it that

the interests of capital and labor are identical."

They entered the great town outside the barbed

wire fence, and passed among the ignoble and mo

notonous streets, varied only by blocks of artisans'

buildings, pits, factories, churches, and schools.

The workpeople were hurrying about, their faces

bloodless and famished, their clothes dingy with

third-hand use. Outside a soup-kitchen a long

string of men and women stood waiting.

"Strike?" asked Mr. Taylor. "Everyone looks

very hungry."

"Hunger is the best incentive to work," his

friend replied. "The first food-taxes which the

Lords imposed some years ago soon taught us

that. They raised the cost of living so much that

the people worked twice as hard and produced

twice as much wealth, by which the whole com

munity benefits. For a time, certainly, there was

considerable starvation, but the wealthy tempered

the wind by their generosity in subscribing to

soup-kitchens like that one, which is maintained

entirely by the landowners of the town, and the

population is now dying down to its natural limits.

The majority of the workpeople you sec are in

excellent condition for producing more wealth,

and the rich people in the country were never

so well off. It is, in reality, on their wealth that

the poor live, though one hardly likes to call them

parasites."

Walking down the main street, they entered a

political meeting, into which a few shivering men

and women had loitered for warmth. The candi

date for the approaching election was speaking,

though his return was unopposed, since it made

no difference who got in for the House of Com

mons. Mr. Taylor entered just in time for the

peroration, in which the candidate was extolling

the Lords for doubling the bread tax.

"What's the good of cheap food if you've got

no wages to buy it with?" he was asking. "In

crease prices all round and you induce landowners

and capitalists to invest more of their wealth in

the certainty of larger returns, and their wealth

means more wages for you. The House of Lords

may not be very clever; we don't set much store

by clever people in this country ; we like something

solid and sensible; but the House of Lords does

at least understand the inner working of these

great economic laws, and they pledge their word

to you that they will be right in doubling all taxes

on foreign imports so that both agriculture and

manufacture may share in that abundant and in

creasing prosperity which we see around us."

"Didn't people once say something about taxa

tion and representation going together?" Mr.

Taylor asked his friend in a low voice. But he

had hardly spoken when he was seized by six pow

erful stewards and flung out of the hall with the

greatest violence.

"You may thank your lucky stars you didn't

ask that question of the speaker," said his friend,

"or you'd have got a month's hard labor for dis

turbance. The tyranny of the majority must be

.controlled at all costs."

Pursuing their way in the aeroplane, Mr. Taylor

caught sight of a seaport crowded with huge bat

tleships.

"That," said Mr. Sinclair, "is a division of our

glorious fleet. We spend £90,000,000 a year on

our fleet so as to make the foreigner pay. He has

not begun to pay yet, but by broadening the basis

of taxation the Lords support the fleet without

effort and secure a general average of contented

poverty among the working classes. As you know,

equality is an excellent thing for a nation."

"You would not have us all equal?" cried Mr.

Taylor with a shiver.

"Oh no," his friend replied smiling. "There

must, of coHrse, be the wealthy, who enjoy their

natural revenues from trusts, loans, or the pos

session of towns and lands. But a steady average

of strenuous poverty increases the dignity of a
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nation and promotes the new way of life. 'The

private wealth small, the public great/ as our old

Latin poet said. The Lords have lately much

increased the body of public wealth by abolishing

the income-tax and setting that large amount free

for investment. But if you say the people look

miserable, I reply the country was never more

powerful. That fleet could sink all the navies

of Europe, and we continually add to it so as to

increase our security, enrich the shipbuilding

Trusts, and distribute their wealth among the

workers, all at the same time."

Flitting back to London, Mr. Taylor dis

mounted in Parliament Square, and seeing a lady

whom he recognized as the finest orator of Queen's

Hall and Hyde Park, he asked his friend whether

women had got the vote.

"We wouldn't have your silly vote as a gift,"

she exclaimed as she swept past, with eyes fixed

on revolution.

Then indeed Mr. Taylor realized the full conse

quences of the Lords' action in rejecting the

BOOKS

Budget.

+

THREE DUKES FROM SPAIN.

By the Late Samuel Brazier. Reprinted Here from The

Public of December 22, 1900.*

There came three dukes all the way from Spain,

A courting to my daughter Jane.

My daughter Jane she was so young,

She could not bear their flattering tongue.

They offered love, and rank, and gold;

I schooled her till she grew quite bold.

"Keep all your gold," my daughter said,

"And let me have your land instead.

The noble Don who gives his land,

Alone may hope to win my hand."

One noble duke could not refrain,

His land obtained my daughter Jane.

.lane owned the land, and I owned Jane,

And very soon the duke from Spain—

The meaning of the bargain knew,

1 had his land and money too!

+ * +

THE LORDS AS EXPERTS.

Even expert knowledge of horse-races and bal

lets may come in useful when such questions as

gambling and the licensing of theatres are brought

up.—Leading Article in London Times of November

29, 1909.

Lord De Ballet: "I say, Johnnie, have you

seen the 'Times' today? Rippin' article on the

House of Lords—knocks all that rot that Rose-

bery talked into a cocked hat. It says we're ex

perts ! Quite right, too; if anythin's brought up

in the House about theatres—well, there I nm!"

Lord Newmarket: "Yes, and if it's a question

of sport or gamblin' on the turf, I can give 'em

tips."—Westminster Gazette.

•See r>-'»Ke 1204 of tills Public.

A PROGRESSIVE COMPANY.

Upbuilders. By Lincoln Steffens, author of "The

Shame of the Cities," and "The Struggle for Self

Government." Illustrated from Photographs. Pub

lished by Doubleday, Page and Company, New

York. 1909. Price $1.20 net.

A happily chosen title, "Upbuilders"—infi

nitely better than "uplifters" would have been.

It is upbuilding rather than uplifting that counts

for good. And in this book about upbuilders,

by one of the best reporters who has ever gained

the ear of the world to tell it what it is doing,

we have Stcffensistic stories, straight and true, of

five fellowcraft who are still at work and on

their way to be master builders—Mark Fagan,

Everett Colby, Judge Lindsev, Rudolph Spreckels

and W. S. U'Ren.

Of the stories of these men as Lincoln Stef

fens tells them, we can only wish that they might

be read wherever there is a patriotic citizenship.

We wish they could be read wherever well-mean

ing .men imagine that employers never tlirow

bricks nor destroy property in industrial disputes.

We wish they could be read by all who place their

trust in plutocracy. But it is better than to give

reasons for these wishes that we use our space

to indicate the spirit in which the author tells

his stories.

Referring to the injection of diverting issues

into politics when special interests are endangered,

Mr. Steffens writes: "If I were a political boss

in danger of losing my crown, I would get the

church to come out against the saloon; that would

save me, and it would not cost the saloons very

much." It is so important a question "that to

drop it into a reform movement with other issues

up, is to break up that other movement, and—

fail to solve the liquor question." We may see.

therefore, that these stories are told in no spirit

of confidence in always having the support of

the people in doing their business. "Uninformed

and misinformed, pauperized or overworked, mis

led or betrayed by their leaders—financial, in

dustrial, political and ecclesiastical,—the people

are suspicious, weary, and very, very busy."

But none the less, the people are "the first, last

and best appeal in all great human cases." Not

that they are "better than their betters," but they

are "not possessed by passions." We doubt if

the old maxim, "the voice of the people is the

voice of God," has ever been tetter expounded

than in these few words from Mr. Steffens:

"Though each individual in the great crowd lacks

some virtues, they all together have what no in

dividual has, a combination of all the virtues."

If something were added to the effect that all the

individual selfishnesses are mutually neutralized.
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in the mass, the exposition would be almost com

plete.

What inspiration there is in the thought, and

how true the thought itself, which Mr. Steffens

expresses in these words: "The happiest men I

know in all this unhappy life of ours, are those

leaders who, brave, loyal, and sometimes in tears,

are serving their fellow men." And scores of

thousands whom his words may reach will be glad

to know that so acute an observer and faithful

reporter could say this: "It is wonderful how-

many of the men who are working for political

reform got their inspiration from Henry George.

'I am for men!' George said, and he made men.

No matter what the world may decide to do about

his single tax, some day it will have to acknowl

edge that Henry George brought into the service

of man more men of different kinds than any

other man of his day."

It is under the influence of that spirit that Mr.

Steffens tells us in "Upbuilders" of the impulses

and the work of the five men whose portraits

appear in the volume: of Mark Fagan, the demo

cratic Republican leader of Jersey City; of Sena

tor Colby, the democratic Republican millionaire

of Essex County, N. J. ; of Judge Lindsey, the

democratic Democrat of Denver; of Rudolph

Spreckels, the autocratic business man of San

Francisco, who revolts at the undemocracy of his

class, and of W. S. U'Ren, the "law giver" of Ore

gon.

* * *

GOOD THINKING FOR COLLEGE

FOLK.

Letters to a College Girl. By Ellen Hayes. Boston:

George H. Ellis Co. 1909.

Good thinking for college girls, but just as good

for college boys; for college men and women too,

and also for men and women and boys and girls

who have neither been to college nor expect to go.

In the narrow compass of 68 pages, this Wellesley

professor has compressed nine chapters on college

work, every one of them "loaded to the muzzle"—

if that clumsy but expressive and handy metaphor

be allowed for such a use—with the candid thought

of a highly trained and courageous mind.

What she has to say of specialization truly fills

a long felt even if bashful want: "Because I be

lieve in specializing when the time is ripe, I deny

that it is desirable or possible for immature and

uninformed persons. The worst of all smatterers

is he who, on account of his ignorance on the right

hand and on the left, is unable to appreciate or

even detect relationships." The futility of substi

tuting lectures for undergraduate instruction is

hit off in this fashion : "It is the easiest way to

get through the hour's work; but telling is not

teaching." Are undergraduates enthusiastic over

pictures or music or Shakespeare or Browning, be

cause others praise them ? They must stop all this

before their lives "can become wholesome and sin

cere" ; they must know that "there is no short cut

to culture any more than to learning or wisdom."

Do not be misled into supposing that mathematics

cultivates the power of reasoning. We are glad to

hear this on such authority; for the notion that

good mathematicians are good reasoners seems to

us to encounter much hostile testimony. In the

realm of mathematics, writes the author, "there are

no evidences to be found, no causal relations to be

searched for, no laws of nature to be disclosed,

and no deductions to be made from such laws."

Do not ignore "the difference between the knowing

part of you and the emotional part. Feeling is

not knowing"; and "yoii are pretty sure to fall

into grave error if you permit yourself to interpret

some emotional state as evidence of some objective

truth."

The foregoing quotations arc indicative of only

some of the valuable thought upon educational at

titudes and methods in which this book abounds.

Its advice in two personal rather than distinctively

educational respects is of special importance. One

relates to an attitude of mind in going through

college : "Not a few will assure you that your col

lege training should continually recognize that

you are a female. I beg you to try to realize that

first, last, and all the time, you are a human be

ing." The advice is equally good, we should say,

for undergraduates who are assxired that through

out their college course they should continually

recognize that they are males, for these too are

human beings whether they know it or not. The

other particular in which Prof. Hayes advises on

the personal rather than the more distinctively ed

ucational side is in a suggestion to the college

graduate, which she calls "a baccalaureate note":

"As regards being useful to your country and to

mankind, you may notice that there are two

classes of service—the service of relief and the

service of reconstruction. One is paternal, the

other fraternal. One is marked by compassion,

the other by justice. One filters a cup of impure

water to make it wholesome ; the other goes to the

fountain head and cleanses the stream at its

source. One reads to the ignorant; the other

teaches the ignorant to read. One is satisfied to

suppress symptoms ; the other aims to destroy the

disease germs in the body of the community. You

can make your choice between these classes of

service or you can take a share in each."

That keen and clear and sound discrimination is

followed with an appropriate warning: "The ha

bitual viewing of acts as just or unjust is liable to

place you, sooner or later, among those who, un

der the compelling power of the idea of democracy,

render the service of reconstruction. Comradeship

with Ihem involves certain costs, possible perils.

Nevertheless, you are to be congratulated if, taking

a long look ahead and another long look into the
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past, you accept the risk and welcome the comrade

ship." What a glorious civilization this might be,

and soon, if that spirit were universal in our uni

versities.

T V V

THE PIPES O' PAN.

Philemon's Verses, Montrose, Pa. The Evergreen

Press.

A finely printed booklet of less than a dozen

poems that breathe the music of the wind-blown

trees among the Susquehanna hills. "The Forest

Tragedy" and "The Breaker Boy" are a delicate

blending of the pathos and irony of fate which

moves the heart of the lover of nature and hu

manity. "The Song of the Hermit Thrush" car

ries the spiritual note of the song itself, rising

serenely from the deep wood silences of the hills.

Lift thy mask, 0 Philemon!

A. L. M.

FEMININE FUNCTIONING.

In the Border Country. By Josephine Daskam Bacon.

Clara Elsene Peck, Decorator. New York; Double-

day, Page & Company. Cloth, J1.00.

No more beautifully decorated and manufactured

book can—it may almost be said—be imagined*

And Mrs. Bacon's subtle, colorful parables as lit

erary efforts are wholly worthy of such a setting.

Nor are their lessons to.be misprised, though be

lievers in woman's citizenship may at a first read

ing look askance at them.

In the first strength and beauty of her own

lovely motherhood Mrs. Bacon has strenuously

taken up arms for the theme that "no woman liv

ing will ever do a great work who could not have

borne great children, and if she can bear great

children she can do no other great work."

Peace be to this saying in its larger meanings.

ISTor let us, as Mrs. Bacon seems inclined to do,

thereupon herd all women into nurseries for all

of their long sustained beneficent lives. But few

women care or think to do any "great work"; we

are not so ambitious, we women. We are glad

when the little children come into our care; and

we are content to care for them with whole-souled

devotion, even if they are not "great children." But

not to all women comes motherhood, and in the

face of some mismatings it is well that this is so.

And then there are the "great mothers" who have

wisely nurtured children who have matured and

passed to their own matings. Shall all of these

women be denied their functioning as the feminine

citizenry of our large social life, out of respect to

the women who arc temporarily absorbed in the

care of little children?

In her last parable Mrs. Bacon catches a glimpse

of the duties which remain to the elder matron,

but she vaguely groups them into a sort of rescue

work—a maternalism of duty, catching at un-

mothered strays. But it is not hard to believe

that as her heart broadens out into the world of

her own growing sons and daughters, she will find

that her motherhood demands its expression even

out there. She will learn there the larger moth

erhood, even as we may learn of her to cherish the

individual motherhood. Again, peace be to her

parables. Let us derive blessed insight from them,

with an even larger spirit than she divines.

ALICE THACHER POST.

A FOOTBALL STORY.

The Big Strike at Siwash. By George Fitch. New-

York; Doubleday, Page & Company. Illustrated.

Cloth, 50 cents.

To the footballer just a story of pure fun. To

the non-footballer perhaps still more delightful for

its depiction of the ironies of those social readjust

ments which are consequent upon a return to the

cult of muscular development and primitive

prowess.

ALICE THACHER POST.

PAMPHLETS

How to Get Rich.

Edward H. Bailey's "How to Get Rich Without

Working," is one of the best tracts on the industrial

question. Of course nobody can get rich or keep

rich unless somebody works; and Mr. Bailey makes

no pretense to the contrary. What he does is to

explain how one may get rich without working him

self. This is done in the pamphlet convincingly and

Interestingly; and the progressives in England have

found it out. They are republishing the pamphlet

for the purpose of scattering copies all over Great

Britain.

PERIODICALS

A fascinating account of the Interlaken School at

La Porte, Ind.—"A School with a Clear Aim"—is

a most valuable contribution to the World's Work

for December. In the same number Bolton Hall

gives a succinct summary of the status of what may

be called the international back-tc-the-land move

ment. As an example of the possibilities of inten

sive cultivation he offers the Channel island of

Guernsey: "It is only four to seven miles long and

three to four miles wide, yet it supports a population

of about 71,000—41,000 permanent and about 30,000

visitors each year—and also has exports to the value

of two and a quarter millions of dollars. The soil

is naturally rocky and intractable, and only 11,623

acres are capable of cultivation. Yet this little

strip produces about four and one-half million dol

lars' worth of farm and garden stuff annually, or a

little less than $400 to the acre. If the State of New

York were cultivated and populated at this rate, it

would produce nearly $15,000,000,000 worth annually.
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and sustain 233,541,473 people, or about three times by letting Speaker Reed wait unannounced half an

the present population of the entire United States." hour?"

a. T. P. "Wa-wa-wath that Mr. Reed?"

* ♦ ♦ "It certainly was."

Single Taxers now have a short and satisfactory '.'Wh^ l tnou«ht " wath the Rev' Dr' John Hal1'"

answer to the remarks: "I don't hear anything about said tne secretary-

the Single Tax now;" and, "Is the Henry George "Dr- Hal1 nas been dead two year8' an8Wered

idea making any progress?" Munsey, severely.

They need only say: "You don't read the English "J know U- ' rePlled the Be(:fetary;c, thath why *

papers I see; you should post yourself about the tbou&t it wath tho very peculiar. -Success.

BudSet" * * *
B. H. v ■*■ -r

* * * Two men whose offices were on the second floor

Some years ago Frank A. Munsey, the magazine were on the first floor waiting for an elevator.

man, hired a private secretary. Speaker Reed "You're not looking extra well, Londsel," remarked

dropped in to call on Mr. Munsey, who was an old the lawyer.

friend of his. The secretary said that Mr. Munsey "No, Rangle," replied the real estate man. "Think

was engaged. Ill join an athletic club. I need the exercise."

"All right," said Reed, "I'll wait." At the end of "Me, too."

half an hour Munsey's door opened and the pub- still they waited for the elevator.—Kansas City

lisher appeared, showing his caller out. Times.

Seeing the Speaker, he grasped his hand and + + +

dragged him into his office. An hour latter, when

Reed had gone, Mr. Munsey called his secretary. "Sometimes," said Uncle Eben, "yoh feels It yoh

"Look here, Block," he said; "what do you mean duty to tell a friend de truth. But de chances are

A Holiday Suggestion
fl Fundamental democrats need not be specially urged to "do good" at special seasons. They may usually be

found doing all the "good" they can in and out of season. Rather, they have no "out" season, and the "in"

season begins January 1 and ends December 31.

fl But at this time, when the whole world—at least that part that claims to be "christianized"—makes a spe

cialty of "doing good," fundamental democrats may perhaps properly be urged to make a special effort, and

as all shopkeepers and tradesmen are making suggestions as to the direction these efforts should take, I am

going to make one myself.

<J During the month of December a large number of Public subscriptions are due to be renewed. Notices to

this effect are now being sent out to those whose subscriptions expire. Suppose now that each such subscriber

take advantage of our 3 for 2 offer—that is, send us $2.00, which pays for your own renewal for a year, and

for 2 new subscribers for a year. You can divide it to suit yourself—but $2.00 pays for 3 subscriptions, your

own and 2 others.

<I The subscriptions will be more substantial if you collect from the other two at least 50 cents each—

$1.00 if possible—they are more likely to take an interest in the paper if they pay something for it. Your

"good" will consist in the effort put forth to secure the two. Of course, you can make them a Christmas present

of a year's subscription each—that's easier—but they are not so likely to become permanent subscribers,

and that's what we want.

<J This would be a case of "doing good" all around. You have all the pleasure that comes from the season's

spirit of helpfulness. As the world is moved by ideas, the benefit you are conferring upon those to whom you

introduce The Public is sure to be large and may be great. Thirdly, you are benefiting The Public by help

ing to build up its circulation and extending its influence to "those who sit in darkness."

fl Now isn't this a good holiday suggestion?

«I If not, why not?

4 And while the suggestion is made particularly to those whose subscription ends December 31,1 shall not

be offended if other readers of The Public make use of it—it isn't copyrighted.

Emil Schmied. Mgr.
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you'll be so disagreeable 'bout It dat he'll git mad

an' lose all de benefit."—Washington Star.

"A prominent producer is going to stage one of

Henry James's sentences."

"How does he propose to arrange it?"

"Two commas to a scene and intermissions at ths

semicolons."—Kansas City Journal.

don't tell any one. You and I are the only ones who

know it."—Success.

* * *

Lyceum Orator (majestically):—"My voice has

been heard from the Atlantic to the Pacific, from

the Great Lakes to the Gulf; yea, from the Orient

to the Occident "

Person in Rear of Hall:—"Louder!"—Puck.

The late Judge Silas Bryan, the father of William

J. Bryan, once had several hams stolen from his

smokehouse. He missed them at once, but said noth

ing about it to any one. A few days later a neighbor

came to him.

"Say, judge," he said, "I hear'd yew had some hams

stole t' other night."

"Yes," replied the judge, very confidentially, "but

"After you've been two weeks in the house with

one of these terrible handy men that ask their wives

to be sure and wipe between the tines of the forks,

and that know just how much raising bread ought to

have, and how to hang out a wash so each piece will

get the best sun, it's s real joy to get back to the

ordinary kind of man. Yes, 'tis so!" Mrs. Gregg

finished, with much emphasis. "I want a man who

should have sense about the things he's meant to

You Need "The People's Hour," S&JSJ

book of songs, poems and keenest prose; timely, dealing

with vital problems for the workers. Reviewed in The Pub

lic Nov. 26. Address Th» Enjltwood Publishing House, 411 W. 67th St.. Chlcigi

The fundamental truths In THE SOUL OF THB WORLD

made plainer to me than before.—A. D. Cridgt.

By ESTELLA BACHMAN

428 pages. Cloth, $1.00

Ortfer of EQUIT1ST PUBLISHING HOUSE Station A, Pasadena, Cal,

 
Cut Glass for Christmas Gifts

Buy Direct at Factory Prices.

Write for Catalogue.

NEWARK CUT GLASS COMPANY

6 West Park St., NEWARK, N. J.

By the Parsons "Who is authority on contracts."

"OUTLINES OF THE RELIQION AND PHILOSOPHY OF SWE-

DENBORQ" by Thtophilus Parsons. Cloth, 318 pages. Post

paid for Fifty Cents. Stamps taken.

Rev. L. O. Landenberger, 3741 Windsor Place. St. Louis. Mo.

Real Estate For Sale and Exchange

EDWARD POLAK

4030 Third Ave. INow York City

NOTICE

I wish to announce that I now have an

office at 28 Jackson Blvd, in Suite 701, where

I will be pleased to see my friends and

patients. C. L. LOGAN, Osteopath.

Tel. Harrison 6298

Books for Gifts No Charge for Postage.

The Ethics of Democracy. By Louis F. Post. x X °no Dollar and a Quarter-

Rloh blue oloth, stamped with gold; with portrait of the author.

Social Service. By Louis F. Post.

Blue oloth with Bold lettering.

X X
One Dollar.
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The same book in stiff drab paper cover; without portrait. X X Twenty-five Cents.

Labor and Neighbor. By Ernest Crosby. x X

Stiff drab paper cover; with portrait of the author

Twenty-five Cents.
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Rough grey paper cover, handsomely stamped 'with dark blue; pates uncut.
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have sense about, but when it comes to keeping

house, I like him real helpless, the way the Lord

planned to have him!"—Youth's Companion.

* * *

Scott: "The difference between a poor man and

a millionaire—"

Mott: "Yes, I know all about it. One worries

TON L. JOHNSON

WRITES THIS OF "SOCIAL

SERVICE" THE NEW BOOK

BY LOUIS F. POST:

" I am inclined to think it

is destined to make more

converts than any other

book on political economy

yet written except 'Progress

and Poverty.* "

PUBLISHED BY

A. WESSELS. New York

SOLD BY

A. C. McCLURG (St CO.. Chicago

ALSO BY

THE PUBLIC. Ellsworth Building. Chicago

 

The Single Tax:

What It Is. and What

It Will Accomplish.

A straight-forward, succinct statement of the

Single Tax as an economic method, by

Judson Grenell, of Detroit. <JMr. Grenell,

who is a newspaperman of long experience ,

knows just what people want to know,

and he knows also just how to tell it to

them. Price : Five cents a copy, postpaid ;

fifty cents a dozen, postpaid.

THE PUBLIC Book Dcpl, tlisworth Buildmg, CHICAGO

ANNOUNCEMENT.

I am associated with the Sacramento Valley Irrigation Com

pany, and desire to have all my friends, as well as any others who

may wish to do so. see the Exhibit of the Products ot Irrigation from

California and Southern Idaho now open for free inspection at the

new Exhibit hall in the Home Insurance Building, 205 LaSalle Street,

Suite 1101. The same interests which have done such wonderful

work in irrigating the Twin Falls Country, Southern Idaho, are de

veloping the Sacramento Valley lands, 160 miles north of San Fran

cisco. It is unquestionably the greatest colonizing and home- mak

ing enterprise ever undertaken and should interest everyone who

is going to the Pacific coast the present winter, or who is looking

for land.

I shall be at the office daily between 12 and 1 o'clock to receive

my friends and acquaintances.

GEORGE A. SCHILLING.

The Public*
The Public Is a weekly review, giving in concise and plain

terms, with lucid explanations and without editorial

bias, all the news of the world of historical value.

It la also an editorial paper, and, though it abstains from

mingling editorial opinions with its news accounts, it

has opinions of a pronounced character, based upon ttu)

principles of fundamental democracy, which. In the col*

umns reserved for editorial comment, it expresses fully

and freely, without favor or prejudice, without fear of

consequences, and without regard to any considerations

of personal or business advantage. Yet it makes nt

pretensions to infallibility, either in opinions or in

statements of fact; It simply aspires to a deserved

reputation for intelligence and honesty in both.

Besides its editorial and news features, the paper con.

tains a department entitled Related Things, In which

appear articles and extracts upon various subjects,

verse as well as prose, chosen alike for their literary

merit and their wholesome human Interest in relation

to the progress of democracy.

We aim to make The Public a paper that is not only

worth reading, but also worth filing.

Published weekly by Louis P. Post, Ellsworth Bldg., 357

Dearborn St., Chicago, 111.

Entered at the Chicago, Illinois, Postofflce as second class

matter.

Terms of Subscription

Yearly S1.00

Half yearly 50

Quarterly 25

Single copies 05

Trial subscription—4 weeks 10

Extra copies in quantity, $2.00 per 100, In lots of 50 and

upward; if addressed to Individuals, $3.50 per 100.

Free of postage in United States, Cuba and Mexico

Elsewhere, postage extra, at the rate of one cent pet

week, or 50 cents per year.

All checks, drafts, postofflce money orders and express

money orders should be made payable to the order of

Louis F. Post. Money orders or Chicago, or New York

Drafts, are preferred, on account of exchange charges

by the Chicago banks. ~-

Subscrlbers wishing to change address must give the old

address as well as the new one.

Receipt of payment is shown in about two weeks by date

on wrapper, which shows when the subscription expires.

All subscribers are requested to note this date and to

remit promptly for renewal of subscription when due.

or order it discontinued if the >aper is no longer de

sired.

Advertising ufates

One page, each Insertion $20.0C

Half-page, each Insertion 10.00

Quarter-page, each Insertion 6.00

One Inch, each Insertion 1.20

Half-inch, each Insertion .W

Two columns to the page; length of column, &K inches;

width of column, 3 Inches.

Advertising forms close on the Monday preceding the Fit

day of publication.
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over his next meal and the other worries over his

last."—Pittsburg Gazette-Times.

"All gambling must be stopped within the Juris

diction of this court," thundered the judge.

"Bet you a fiver it can't be done!" said the district

attorney.

"Put up your money," said the judge, reaching for

his roll.—Public Ledger.

T
HE Truth is Mighty

and must prevail.

After the con

sumer and dealer

are bombarded

with a multitude

of imitations of

Fels-Naptha soap,

the sales of the

genuine continue

—to increase!

Why? Because

the attention of

women every

where is thereby

but directed to the

superiority of

the genuine —

Fels-Naptha soap.

FINE SETS

FAMOUS AUTHORS

Send for my New List of over 200 Sets

at from 50% to 75% discount.

See The Public of Nov. 5th for my full-

page advertisement, which still holds good.

PROF. SLOANE'S LIFE OF

NAPOLEON

4 Vols., 100 Full-page Engravings. Pub.

by Century Company at $20. For $8.75

net.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN. COM

PLETE WORKS OF

Edited by Nicolay and Hav. 12 Vols.,

cloth. Pub. at $30. For $14.25 net.

A FEW SPECIALS

White Slaves, or the Oppression of the

Worthy Poor. By Rev. Albert Banks. 50

illus., 327 pp. Pub. at SI. 50. A few copies

only at 45c net.

Three Acres and Liberty. 45c net.

The Broken Lance. 45c net.

Confessions of a Monopolist. SI. For 50c

net.

MAGAZINES

at cut prices. Send us your orders taken from

any Catalog, or from any offer by the Pub

lishers.

The Technical World offers you a Years

Subscription, $1.50, and a fine new Peerless 12-

inch Globe, price $6.00, both for $3.00, and to

get your Magazine business I will add Free a

copy of White Slaves, a $1.50 book as noted

above. Add 12c for postage on the book.

H. H. TIMBY

Bookseller .. Importer .. Publisher

189 Main St, CONNEAVT, 0.

Whan writing to Advertisers please mention THE PUBLIC.
100


