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EDITORIAL

The IsthmianTCanal Affair.

If the friends of the President and the Presi

dent-elect would give less attention to dubious

legal proceedings instituted for the evident pur

pose of hushing up Panama canal questions,

and even so much as a moderate amount

of attention to the efforts of Congressman Rainey

to bring out the facts, they would inspire more

public confidence in their own past conduct and

present intentions.

* *

Boss or People, Which?

Governor Hughes and Senator-elect Root of

New York are at amiable odds over the question

of popular control of public interests. Mr. Root, a

pronounced and boastful disciple of Alexander

Hamilton, stands for representative government,

which means government by bosses through irrev

ocable power of attorney from the people. We

elect a "representative," who knows more about

public needs than the people do, or thinks he does,

and until his term expires he manages public in

terests to suit himself. This is the principle of

absolute monarchy. The only practical difference

is that the absolute monarch holds office for life

and is unfettered, whereas the Hamiltonian rep

resentative has a limited term and is often an

noyed by constitutional limitations which he

sometimes disregards. But Governor Hughes,

also a Hamiltonian, has the Scotch faculty of

analysis and some of the spirit of Scotch freedom.
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He proclaims that "the people will not be content

with the mere form of self-government." At

present he goes no further in perfecting the form

so as to preserve the substance, than to advocate

direct nominations. But that is progress. And it.

is likely to make heavy enough sledding for him.

Even with'this timid reform, he is "up against"

. . „ the party Jbosses, who are reinforced by Mr. Root

* ^h his Hamiltonian principles and precepts.

w«!l AMerS*Bre ice is thick, one may venture far; but

where the ice is thin, one may hesitate to venture

at all. Governor Hughes has at least ventured.

* *

That Broken Prosperity Promise.

When the cold weather came last week, it so

emphasized the frightful poverty which character

izes Mr. Taft's prosperity in Chicago (p. 98), as

to make even the comfortable classes realize that

we are indeed in the midst of hard times. "More

people are asking aid in the city today," said the

pamphlet report of the Chicago Relief and Aid

Society, published on the 29th, "than have been

put to this humiliation before in fourteen

years." In other words, the years 1894-95, com

ing in the wake of the world's fair and the panic

of 1893—the sixth in the series of hard times in

this country since the Revolutionary War—are the

only ones comparable for impoverishment with

the present year. When Mr. Taft promised pros

perity if elected, he should have been required, as

Mr. Bryan urged, to give bonds to make his prom

ise good.

* *

Mexican Patriots in American Prisons.

Through a very interesting illustrated magazine

published at Tucson, Arizona, and named The

Border, the civilized world is warned of a political

condition in Mexico which will surprise, as it

ought to horrify, those Americans who have re

garded Diaz as a popular leader and Mexico as on

the up grade among civilized nations. Incidental

ly, our own government seems to be involved in

the alleged plans of Diaz to make Mexico a para

dise for labor exploiters and a hell for laborers.

+

The first clear glimpse of the Mexican situation

in this view of it, is given by John Murray, the

editor of The Border, in the guise of a magazine

story. But his story is one of actual experience

and observation, with nothing of fiction about it

except names of persons and places and some

minor incidents invented to serve the better in

bringing out the larger facts. It seems from this

story that Mexico is under a despotism of the worst

order. Although its constitution is as free as ours,

Diaz utterly disregards the freedom clauses—disre

gards them to such an extent as even to have abol

ished free elections. Only one party is tolerated in

politics, and that is the party of Diaz. Conse

quently the Liberal party—denied its rights under

the constitution—has of necessity become a revolu

tionary party. It is this situation that has en

tangled the United States, and laid our govern

ment open to charges of -co-operating with Diaz ;

and not merely as a matter of neutrality between

nations, but because Diaz is serving large Ameri

can investment interests in Mexico, by suppress

ing labor organizations and keeping wages down

to the starvation point. As Mr. Murray says,

quoting an American investor whom he introduces

in his story with evident fidelity to fact, "You

can buy more labor in Mexico for less money than

any place in the world."

The concrete case which has involved the United

States, is that of Ricardo Florcs Magon,

president of the Liberal party, Antonio I.

Villareal, secretary, aud two other mem

bers of the Liberal party organization of

Mexico—all of them refugees. They were

arrested in Arizona considerably more than a

year ago and taken to Los Angeles, where they

have been held in jail ever since. Their friends

Iwlicve that the purpose is to send them secretly

across the Mexican border, where they would be

seized and assassinated by the country police—the

armed guard found everywhere, upon which Diaz

relies to keep himself in power. The formal

charge against these men is violation of our neu

trality laws. Yet application for bail has been de

nied, and the prisoners have been cut off from com

munication with their friends—even a lawyer em

ployed by their friends having, it is complained,

been denied access to them.

It is difficult to believe that men not charged

with a capital crime, are denied bail in this coun

try pending trial. To incarcerate them "incom

municado," is even more astounding, though not

more extraordinary. If the complaints in be

half of these prisoners are true, it certainly im

plies an interest in persecuting them, coupled with

an influence great enougli to reach to the Depart

ment of Justice at Washington and to the bench of

sonic of the United States courts. We shall hope

that the people may learn before long, from news

paper investigation at Washington, whether those

complaints are well founded ; and if they are,
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what justification or excuse there is for the action

of the Attorney General? The case surely fur

nishes all the elements and circumstances of a

newspaper story, whether the complaints are true

or not. Newspaper silence, therefore, if it con

tinues, cannot but excite suspicion, not only that

the complaints are true, but also that the Mexican

political and the American capitalistic influences

that are said to have reached our government,

have reached also into the sanctums of our news

papers.

+ +

Fostering Courage.

In the light of the unfaltering courage and de

votion of the crew of the ill-fated Republic, how

flimsy seems the plea for warfare that it is neces

sary to foster courage. ' In this catastrophe the

captain of the vessel and the wireless operator

reap honors which they well deserve: but

the rest of the crew, though unhonored individual

ly, were also faithful and courageous up to the full

measure of their several responsibilities. And even

the modest courage of all these men was not

unique. Such courage is so common that it arouses

no general interest unless it happens to have a

spectacular setting. How degrading then—how gra

tuitously degrading—this plea for war, that it is

necessary to inculcate devotion to duty and to fos

ter courage in performing it. With examples like

that of the Republic's crew before them, no men

whose courage would under any circumstances

rise above the low level of spectacular bravery,

need war to cultivate it. The courage that risks

life to take life, is not fit for comparison with the

courage that risks life to save life.

* *

The Rudovitz Case.

Secretary Root is to be commended for his de

cision in the Rudovitz case (p. 103), al

though the case was so clear that no other decision

was possible without stultification of the American

tradition that this country is an asylum for po

litical refugees. But the fact that a refugee could

have been held in one of our jails for months,

upon a case as flimsy as this, under the shadow

all that time of a fear of extradition to a country

which is now governed by a barbarous and blood

thirsty oligarchy, emphasizes" the necessity for fur

ther and more fundamental action. The extra

dition treaty with Russia should be abrogated. It

enables the Russian oligarchy to reach over the

sea and into our own country for political refu

gees of whom it would make examples at home.

Russia does not seek for real criminals. As for

our own country, the treaty serves it in no way

whatever. Our criminal fugitives do not escape

to Russia ; if they did it would be as well for us

and worse for them to let them stay, than to

bring them back for trial and punishment. Such

a treaty with a barbarous power is unworthy of

the people of this Republic. It should be abro

gated without further unnecessary delay.

* +

San Francisco's Disgrace.

San Francisco, alone of all the principal cities,

competes with Chicago for the dishonor of pre

venting public lectures by Emma Goldman. She

lectures freely in New York, in Cleveland, in Cin

cinnati, in Portland, Oregon; and what she says

is worth hearing, according to the local reports,

whether we agree with her or not. But in San

Francisco, as in Chicago, the police break up her

meetings ; and they arrest her and her agent with

out the slightest proof of lawlessness on her part

either done or intended. One San Francisco pa

per protests with characteristic vigor against this

violation of American law by the police. It is the

Star, which never shrinks from its duty. Declaring

that it holds no brief for Emma Goldman, and

does not agree with her, yet it "does not hesitate

to denounce as an outrage, the arrest and jail

ing of her on the trumped-up charge of 'incit

ing to riot.'" Proceeding to comment the Star

says: "The fools—and they are fools—responsible

for such outrages are doing more to incite to riot,

and more to make anarchists, than all the Gold-

mans and Reitmans can ever do. Free

speech is for all, not for some only. The laws pro

vide that all persons shall be responsible for what

they say. They are fools who insist that freedom

of sj>eech shall be guaranteed only to those who

agree with them." Of like tenor is this deserved

excoriation by William Marion Reedy of the St.

Louis Mirror, which also gives a wholesome warn

ing: "Emma Goldman does not incite to riot, in

cendiarism or murder. She is not guilty of 'con

duct calculated to provoke a breach of the peace.'

It is the police who indulge in such conduct. And

Dr. Ben Reitman is not a vagrant. He earns

his living by his advance work as Miss Goldman's

agent. The Anarchist woman has as much right

to utter her views as any San Francisco pastor.

Those views may be all wrong, but what guaran

tee have we that, with some turn of the wheel, the

at present all right views of those who

condemn the Goldman doctrine, will not

be suppressed as all wrong? If Emma Gold

man can be prevented from speaking, so

can another. If an Anarchist may not talk in
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public, then a Democratic speech may be prohib

ited in a Republican town, or vice versa, or a Cath

olic speaker may be silenced in a Protestant town,

or vice versa. It is the authorities who suppress

Emma Goldman, and not that interesting and

truly able and wholly kindly little woman, who

are the anarchists in the baser sense of the term.

If free speech, free assemblage and free press

are all to be checked in the United States, the end

of even the semblance of liberty is near at hand."

* +

The Growth of Heney.

Some men grow under stress, and some shrivel.

Francis J. Heney, the San Francisco prosecutor,

is one of the kind that grow. When he entered

upon his career it was as a sportsman upon a man

hunt. But he has been of the hunted as well as

hunter, and through all the excitement he seems

to have caught glimpses of things beyond—things

more noble than sport and more seriously signifi

cant than individual delinquencies. At any rate

his unique and thoughtful comments in the San

Francisco Star on the essentially democratic char

ter proposed for Berkeley, indicate a profounder

sense of social order than so prosaic a subject as

the charter of a small city could be expected to

reveal. That Mr. Heney should have distinguished

and approved the real excellencies of that docu

ment as clearly as he has done, is strong testi

mony to his growth in civic grace.

+ +

Who Owns the Earth?

We wish that every man and woman not a nat

ural born fool or a natural born crook, could read

Henry M. Hyde's answer to the question, "Who

Owns the Earth and How Did They Get It?"

which appears in two articles in the January and

February numbers of The Technical World Maga

zine of Chicago. Those articles would make good

reading for fools and crooks as well — but

what's the use ? For sane and honest people, how

ever, wherever you may find them, the articles

are of the utmost value. They are also intensely

interesting. For they tell in broad detail of the

looting of the United States of its natural re

sources—its land until the most of that is gone,

and now its water power. An empire as large as

Massachusetts, Connecticut, New Hampshire and

Rhode Island is the private estate of one man. In

the Valley of the Sacramento alone, 100 men hold

estates larger than that in the aggregate by 4,000

square miles. Millions of acres are owned by for

eign nobles, including the Duke of Portland and

the Duke of Devonshire. The number of farms

of 1,000 acres or more in the United States had

risen to 50,000 at the last census, and 35 out of

every 100 working farmers were tenants. Even

farm tenancy, with its quasi-independence, which

has so largely succeeded home ownership, is giving

way to a condition of dependent and cringing serv

itude to man-masters who own many men by own

ing so much of the earth.

Of the once great landed heritage of the people

of this country, there remains out of the 1,800,-

000,000 acres only 755,000,000. Of this area 370,-

000,000 is in Alaska, leaving enly 385,000,000

for farming. And from that, must be deducted un

known millions of acres, for land in mountain

and desert unadapted to farming, for forest reser

vations, and for national parks. Of the land dis

posed of, the land grafters of one continental rail

road alone were given by Congress an area equal to

the combined area of New York, Massachusetts,

Connecticut, New Jersey, Rhode Island, and Dela

ware. Up to twelve years ago "Congress had given

away the public domain to railroad and other cor

porations to the extent of 266,000,000 acres"—

equal to the total area of New York, Massachus

etts, Connecticut, New Jersey, Rhode Island, Dela

ware, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wis

consin and Minnesota. And now comes the water

grab, of which Mr. Hyde also gives a graphic ac

count, with a terrible but not overdrawn picture of

what it means to the future of. our country.

We are often asked for definite information of

the large facts regarding land monopoly in the

United States. No better response could be made

than to refer all such enquirers to these clear and

earnest as well as brilliant articles of Mr. Hyde's

in the Technical World for January and February.

* *

Something To Think Over.

In an open letter to the President, published in

the San Francisco Star recently, John F. Mur

ray offers this among other ideas on public school

systems: "When the children need a schoolhouse

they get their parents to vote school bonds, which

are sold to some rich person or corporation, usu

ally to a bank which got its original capital from

the government for nothing. Why can not the

Federal government take these bonds as secur

ity and issue to the school district currency to the

face value of the bonds, at the same rate of inter

est as is now charged the national banks for bank

currency? There are school districts where, when

they issue bonds for improvements, they tax them
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selves three dollars, giving one to the children

and two to the money lender."

+ +

Municipal Taxation.

In its eighteenth annual report, the New York

Tax Reform Association, a business-man's as

sociation, whose former secretary, Lawson Purdy,

now president of the New York Tax Department,

has been ably succeeded by A. C. Pleydell, makes

a thoroughly sound business suggestion with ref

erence to municipal revenues. It introduces the

suggestion with these remarks :

In every successful business the sources and cer

tainty of income demand consideration as well as the

expense account. This rule applies also to municipal

affairs. The method by which taxes are raised is

often more important than the amount. A small tax

will sometimes fall so heavily upon a particular In

dustry exposed to competition as to destroy it or

drive it out of the taxing district; while another dis

trict may raise a larger amount of taxes without

bearing appreciably upon production or trade. Proper

economy in the administration of public affairs is de

sirable, but increase in expenses is not of itself evi

dence of extravagance. An increase in the density

of population causes a still greater necessity for pub

lic services, and it causes also an increase in taxable

values. Expenditures wisely made, will increase tax

able values, and taxes wisely laid will fall in propor

tion to the benefit conferred.

Then comes the suggestion as a logical conclu

sion:

It seems advisable then that consideration should

be given to the plan of excess condemnation recom

mended by the City Improvement Commission and in

general use abroad. If the city would condemn a

strip of abutting property when opening a new street,

for example, and then sell or lease the new front

ages, the increase in value due to the improvement

would in many cases equal the cost. This plan, and

a change in the present wasteful condemnation pro

ceedings, would be a great relief to the city treasury.

*

The same report makes a significant exposure

of a custom in New York which may prevail else

where, and is fraudulent wherever it prevails. In

the language of the report :

Improved property is usually mortgaged, and the

mortgagee requires the taxes to be paid. Most of

the arrears are accordingly on unimproved property,

carried for speculation, on which no taxes are paid

until a sale is effected. The city has thus, by waiting

for its money, been aiding the very people who, by

withholding large tracts from use, retard the proper

development of the city, and increase Its expenses

for policing, lighting, etc., in these unpopulated dis

tricts. Prompt collection of taxes will put these

speculators on the same basis as the owners of im

proved property and enable the city to carry out

needed public Improvements, for the general benefit

ot all land owners.

It might well be added that prompt collection

would encourage improvement and thereby have a

tendency to make a more wholesome real estate

market, a brisker commercial market, and a better

labor market. Unimproved property benefits no

one but the dogs in the manger who hold it for

higher prices—and only a few of them. Mean

while it discourages improvement, slackens trade

and lessens opporunities for employment. The city

authorities who unlawfully foster these conditions

by letting the collection of taxes on unimproved

property hang fire are hurting business as well as

breaking the law and defrauding the public. If

the law compels them to do it that law ought to

be repealed.

* + *

ARE WE A WARLIKE NATION?

Now that it has been asserted aggressively in

the popular House that we are a war-like nation ;

and by a legislator of some distinction and a suc

cessful politician as well—by Representative Hep

burn on the 22d of January—it behooves us to

search our hearts and see if this be really 80.

We have always been a nation quick to fight

against aggression, to defend our own rights and

even to champion "right" in general with the

moral force of our fighting ability and our vast

resources. But this has always been on the de

fensive or for the protection of the weak, and not

for military glory or the gratification of the war

like spirit. So it comes as a shock to be called, in

the spirit of pride, "a warlike nation," and this in

the course of a debate which ends in a vote of two

to one in favor of ordering two $10,000,000 bat

tleships in one vear.

When the Civil War was at its height, pessi

mists pronounced it the end of the American Re

public whichever way the scales should settle as

the result of the physical combat. Especially if

the North triumphed, would it sow the seeds of

militarism, and Csesarism and the "man on

horseback" would dominate the national counsels.

With the war-hating, peace-loving, gentle, mod

est, magnanimous Grant as the immediate figure

to supply the personality of the "Man on Horse

back" this alarm never struck in. Public opinion

doubted its having any real grounds, though it

served to round out many a moralizing speech or

editorial. The great citizen armies melted quickly

and silently into the people. But now the lust of

war has been avowed by one of that "loyal legion"

which was so confidently believed to have but

momentarily taken up the sword, and only in

quest of peace.
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If Mr. Hepburn means to follow up and to

stand by this dictum, and with the same energy

that has made his name a household word as a

legislator on great issues of international policy,

the exercise of that misdirected energy could open

no more appropriately than in this ominous vote

for the immediate laying down of the keels of

two Dreadnaughts—even though the first pro

gramme was for four.

Whatever is in the wind, whatever is in the

mind of those politicians of Congress who are pro

ceeding on the theory that this is a "warlike na

tion,'' double lines of battleships will lie the first

and main requirement, of course, in the light of

the experience of Russia, with even her overland

war of land acquisition finally fought and lost on •

the sea.

But are we on warlike enterprise bent? Are we

going ashore in Asia after making the Pacific

"our own"? Are we to forsake the field of com

mercial and manufacturing competition with the

world, to say nothing of moral influence, for the

primacy of the western hemisphere, and take to

that of conquest, Bonaparte fashion, inarching le

gions of men and horse and trundling artillery

across the Andes or shipping them overseas? li

seems too absurd, too "opera bouffe." on the face

of it—like a Fourth of July procession of an

tiques and comiques enacted by hoys who have too

evidently been out all night.

Yet there is this constant glorification and

parading of our new navy, there is our still un

ashamed if no longer exultant contemplation of

our bloody and tricky conquest of the Philippines,

and here is an overwhelming vote in Congress

backing the warlike blast of Hepburn.

E. H. CLEMENT.

+ + *

RADICALISM AND THE CASE OF

ROOSEVELT.

"The passing of Roosevelt" is now a favorite

title for editorials.

There is rejoicing in many quarters, and only

the blind and deaf among the Rooseveltians will

venture to assert that the jubilation is confined

to "reactionaries."

The reactionaries, no doubt, are impatiently

counting the days and hours which separate us

from the day of release, but thousands of radicals

and progressives and tens of thousands of clean-

minded and decent moderates, sympathize with,

if they do not fully associate themselves with the

reactionaries in the expression of such feelings.

+

Yet Roosevelt's popularity has been due prin

cipally to his radicalism, and it may seem strange

that his retirement should be so eagerly await

ed and so gratefully contemplated in progressive

circles. Has not Roosevelt fought the rich male

factors? Hasn't he, unlike the average Presi

dent, reflected the spirit of the age and evinced

an appreciation of the claims of the disinherited?

Hasn't he denounced monopoly and plutocracy;

hasn't he pleaded for fair accident and liability

laws; hasn't he shown himself friendly to the

wage-earner ?

Yes, he has done these things, and more. On

some of the vital questions of the day he has, in

his own way, voiced democratic sentiments and

represented the cause of the masses in opposition

to the cause of an aggressive and arrogant plu

tocracy. But, unfortunately not only for himself

but for the cause he has tried to serve, his char

acteristics are such that his aid is fatal. A move

ment is stronger without than with him.

The "case" of Roosevelt can be illustrated very

simply. Suppose a group of advanced, rational,

self-respecting reformers is joined by a person

who is incapable of loyal co-operation, who is

loud, vulgar, shallow, egotistical, untrutlfful. sen

sational, censorious, pharisaical and generally ir

responsible. The greater the energy and the

I tower of this ]ierson the worse for the group and

the work it is seeking to do. Radical opinions do

not absolve either an individual or a movement

from the obligations of justice, of honor, of rea

sonable consistency.

The trouble with Roosevelt is that he is ir

responsible. This is the characterization of

the radical Republican of Springfield, Mass.

In private life or in small official positions be

would have been regarded as an erratic, quarrel

some, ridiculous character with some good im

pulses. In a great office—and with sjrcophants

and journalistic prostitutes to distort the facts

daily and flatter him at the expense of fact and

truth—even his blunders and offenses have

been glossed over. We have heard silly talk of

Roosevelt's "genius," but what would that genius

have done for him if the correspondents and edi

tors had been candid and had written as they felt

and thought about his performances?

The glamor and prestige of the office dazzle the

thoughtless, while its power and influence para

lyze the weak and the timid. What would be con

temptible in the ordinary man becomes "the higher

strategy" in the patronage-dispensing and com

manding "ruler,"
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We are, however, asked by some well-meaning

men to overlook Roosevelt's essentially ignoble

characteristics for the sake of his "deeds."

The assumption that underlies this demand is

that lasting good can be accomplished by inde

fensible means, and that to denounce the inde

fensible in a "doer" is to injure the cause with

which he happens to lie identified for the moment.

There is nothing in human experience to justify

this assumption.

The fight against monopoly and plutocracy

gains nothing from such incidental assaults on

elementary principles of behavior as Roosevelt has

wildly and continually made.

It is not giving comfort to the enemy to express

abhorrence for Rooseveltism as exhibited in the

original Panama scandal (an instance of inter

national burglary rendered the more detestable

by the Pecksniffian professions of regard foV

international law which accompanied the outrage),

or for the Roosevelt of the llarriman campaign

correspondence (the "practical'* Roosevelt, who

is so anxious that others should avoid even the

appearance of evil), or the Roosevelt of the Paul

Morton episode, or the Roosevelt of the steel trust

"waiver," or the Roosevelt of the spoils practices

and unscrupulous use of patronage in the interest

of his favorites, or the Roosevelt of the Taft-

Bryan campaign. Our hatred of legal robbery

and unfair privilege does not require us to affect

respect for reckless slanderers, tricky and men

dacious controversialists, shallow and ignorant

dogmatists, with minds as unstable as water, who

happen also to denounce legal robbery and unfair

privilege.

+

How the reactionaries would treat a sane, high-

minded, sincere champion of justice and democ

racy in the Presidential office, is a question that

has no bearing on the Roosevelt case. Certainly,

the radicals would rejoice in such a champion ; and

of them it cannot be said that they condemn

Roosevelt for the good aspects of his administra

tion. ,

It is genuine democracy to despise despicable

qualities wherever they are found, to insist on the

application of the same tests to high and low, to

repudiate machiavellianism and the preposterous

claims of brief authority to infallibility and wor

ship.

* + *
S. R.

Satire untouched by wrath or sorrow, satire ac

quiescent and flippant and amused at itself, satire

unburdened by the sense of outrage and of pain, is

the most tragic thing in the world.—Vida D. Scudder.

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE

A LETTER FROM STRICKEN ITALY.

Rome, Jan. 19.—The disaster at Messina has

stunned us all. Imagine—the first report was 25,000

dead; six hours later 80,000; the next day the num

ber jumped to 100,000; and now, after two weeks, the

oflicial report is 210,000 dead. In addition to that

there are some 85,000 wounded, and a great many

of those will die. Every one in Italy has pitched in

to help.

The first I heard of the disaster w«s the morning

of the 28th when I was on my way back from Geneva

where I had been to pass Christmas. At Damodossola

there got on the train an officer who had his family

at Reggio, Calabria. He was dazed, so that at Milan

where we changed cars, I had to lead him around

by the hand. I took care of him until we reached

Florence, then bade good-bye to him after putting

him on the train for Rome. I spent one day in Flor

ence and came on to Rome. A captain in the artillery

here asked me to take charge of another man who

lived at Messina. So I took him down to Naples

and put him on the boat. And what a scene! As

the boats arrived the wounded were carried td the

trains which stood ready on the dock. Each boat

brought a couple of thousand wounded. And wounded

so terribly! I brought back two who were delirious,

and took them to the Vatican where the Pope lias

400 beds. Every house in Rome and Naples is a

hospital, and after two weeks they are still coming.

No one has spoken above a whisper. We hear but

one phrase: "Messina and Reggio are dead." The

theatres, which were closed for ten days, are now

giving benefit performances.

The one thing, however, which is most remarkable

is how law and order has prevailed, and the won

derful promptness with which the country sent re

lief. The news of the disaster reached Rome at

10:00 a. m. on the 28th. At 1:00 p. m. the first relief

train left, loaded with soldiers and provisions. From

that time trains were run just as close as possible.

Hundreds of tons of bread left Rome every day, and

there was at Messina and Reggio an army of 200,000

to dig the wounded out of the ruins.

And after that terrible disaster there comes the

news of last night's quake at Florence and Bologna.

No one was killed, but considerable damage was

done. The quake was also registered here in Rome,

but I did not feel it although I was awake. It seems

as if all Italy were unstable. But you know there is

a saying that as Florence was born from a lake, so

it will disappear and be swallowed up—as bad as

Virgil's about Sicily, "Hie fuit Trinacria." I don't

intend to be mixed up in any quakes if I can help

it, and for the present I shan't stay over night at

Florence nor in any other city which is subject to

them. My dialectic study takes me soon to Siracusa

and Catania, but I shan't stay over night in either

of those places, as the peninsula seems especially

unstable now, and every day shocks are recorded in

that district. Think of It, on the 28th, 96 shocks of

the first degree in Catania, and since then on an

average eight or ten a day! You can imagine the

state of mind in the whole of Italy now. Last night
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the inhabitants of Florence and Bologna thrown out

of their beds at 8 o'clock! Think how dreadful that

one word Is, "terremoto."

HERBERT HUNTER VAUGHAN.

* + *

A LAND MEETING IN ENGLAND.

London, Jan. 22.—It was quite dark when I left the

most dismal of all London stations, and the train was

an unconscionable time depositing me at the end of

a little stub line right in the heart of Surrey, i

stumbled up the poorly lighted street and across a

ghostly looking market place, for It was shrouded in

mist, and found the Old House at Home, the rendez

vous of the local Land Club.

The meeting on this occasion was of the council

formed of delegates from the local clubs of Surrey

and Kent Some of them had walked five miles, one

had bicycled ten and one had come from thirty miles

away by train, and all were good-humoredly intent on

satisfying their land hunger. The various Land Clubs

muster nearly 600 members, all of whom have applied

to their County Council for land, and are still

waiting.

The need of such an organization is apparent. It

is not enough in this case to make the first actor

in the series do his part, to have the action com

municated all down the line until the pig gets over the

fence. After the necessary pressure on the local

authority has created the small holdings, the holder

must be upheld or the whole movement will fall into

disrepute. This means, organization. It means the

inauguration of all the helps the small holders of the

continent have—cheap money, through co-operative

banks, co-operative briefing, co-operative dealing with

transportation companies and co-operative selling.

This may be to the holders' own co-operative bacon

factories or creameries. The background of the

whole scheme, however, has yet to be filled in, and

these men are not forgetting it. It is the taxation

of land values. Already prices of agricultural land

have stiffened all over the country, though only a few

paltry hundred acres have been purchased under the

small holdings act.

The chairman of our meeting was the wife of the

secretary of the Fabian Society. He was also present

and must be a tower of strength to the council

through his knowledge of men and affairs. Mr.

Montague Fordham, whose book "Mother Earth," is

the scripture of the land clubbers, is as picturesque as

an Edward Carpenter or a Whitman, and has a smile

which would melt any heart but a territorial lord's.

The discussion ran on such subjects as the fate

of a recent deputation to the Minister of Agriculture

to move him to put the Act in force through his De

partment, the possibility of co-operating with the Co

operative Wholesale Society, and whether the pres

ent was the psychological moment for launching the

movement on national lines.

After the meeting I heard from Mr. Fordham the

sad story of some of their members whose innocent

desire to have land to use has meant loss of employ

ment or eviction from their cottage, and any one who

knows rural England knows that this means eviction

from the district. To stand by men in the hour of

their need is another and most Important function

of the Union.

The London Daily Chronicle is doing splendid work.

It has a column on taxation of land values every Ciy.

A. K. MAYNARD.

SUPPRESSION OF NATIONALISM IN

INDIA.

Norwich University, Jan. 26.—We are pretty well

convinced from the news reports that the peo

ple of India are marching towards a stage of political

transition. Indian nationalist leaders have been de

ported without any trial. They were deported under

the regulation of April 7, 1818. This regulation has

different sections and it is an exhaustive one. I

quote the principal part of the preamble to show

whether or not the regulation is expressive of the

greatest amount of self-government consonant with

the retention of the dependent status of the people of

India. It reads thus: "Whereas reasons of state

embracing the due maintenance of the alliances

formed by the British Government with the foreign

Powers, the preservation of tranquillity in the terri

tories of native Princes entitled to its protection, and

the security of the British dominions from foreign

hostility and from internal commotion, occasionally

render it necessary to place under personal restraint

individuals against whom there may not be sufficient

grounds to institute any Judicial proceedings, or when

such proceeding may not be adapted to the nature of

the case, or may for other reasons be inadvisable or

improper, and herein referred to; the determination

to be taken should proceed immediately from the

authority of the Governor General In Council."

From the letter and spirit of the above regulation

we see that persons may be put in restraint ; gainst

whom there is no sufficient ground to Institute ju

dicial proceedings. This idea is contrary to the prin

ciple of civil right; and the practice of restraining

people without proper judgment is shocking to all

who have any sympathy for the principle f civil

rights. An individual is supposed to be Innocent

unless proved guilty of certain crime, and the in

nocent must not be punished or be deprived of per

sonal liberty.

People in general are inclined to think that the

British Government in India is a blessing to the people

there, because it has guaranteed the people the en

joyment of civil rights. But the enforcement of a law

of such an autocratic nature indicates that the peo

ple of India under British rule enjoy less liberty in

the twentieth century than the British people en

joyed in the thirteenth. In the British Isle the right

of trial by jury has long been regarded as one of the

bulwarks of liberty.

In the celebrated Magna Chart a granted by King John

in 1215, we find the following clause: "No freeman

shall be taken or imprisoned or disseized or outlawed

or banished or any way Injured, nor will we pass

upon him nor send upon him, unless by the legal

judgment of the peers or by the law of the land." It

is against the principle of humanity and justice that

because a people is in a dependent state they may

be deprived of the privilege of defending themselves

from arbitrary executive orders. On this point the

British constitution holds that no freeman shall be

imprisoned without cause shown, to which he may
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make answer. The people of India are not slaves,

they are freemen, too.

Lord Morley, the eminent philosopher, Is the Sec

retary of State for India now. Every line of his books

breathes the idea of Liberalism and dignity of human

rights. We of India don't understand why under his

regime a law has been enforced in India which cannot

be justified in any case except when the country is

under martial law. Then are we to suppose that

India is under martial law?

We see that the Russian government gives some

kind of trial to Russian revolutionists. We have

seen that the British government gave the Zulu lead

ers a chance of judicial trial. Why then will not the

British government give the Indian nationalists a

chance of defending themselves before tribunals rt

justice instead of subjecting them to arbitrary de

portation ?

The American people cannot justify the measures

taken by the British government in India, when they

see that their own Constitution requires that all crim

inal cases before any United States court, shall be

tried by jury. A state of dependency which denies

the people civil rights cannot be justified.

TARAKNATH DAS.

NEWS NARRATIVE

To use the reference figures of this Department for

retaining continuous news narratives :

Observe the reference figures in any article ; turn back to the page

they indicate and find there the next preceding article, on the same

subject; observe the reference figures in that article, and turn back

as before; continue until you come to the earliest article on the sub

ject; then retrace your course through the indicated pages, reading

each article in chronological order, and you will have a continuous

news narrative of the subject from its historical beginnings to date.

Week ending Tuesday, February 2, 1909.

Russia Executes An American Soldier.

That a United States soldier, visiting his aged

mother at his native home in Russia for the first

time in fifteen years, with a formal furlough in

his pocket, was arrested on a trumped-up charge

of having deserted from one of the Czar's regi

ments, and was court martialed and almost im

mediately shot, was the story told at a meeting of

the United German Trades in Philadelphia on the

31st. Resolutions were adopted requesting the

United States government to demand from Rus

sia a full explanation, apology and reparation.

The soldier was Fritz Strombach, who called Phil

adelphia his home, although he had served in the

United States army almost without interruption

since 1899, much of his time having been spent in

the Philippines. In the fall of 1907 he obtained

a furlough to visit his mother in the province of

Kursland, Russia, taking with him his savings of

vears. Since that time nothing was heard from

him until a relative in Philadelphia received a

copy of a paper from that portion of Russia with

a significant mark in blue pencil, surrounding a

brief item telling of Strombach's arrest, trial and

execution, the last having occurred on his mother's

farm. It was upon this information that the

United German trades took its action.

Russian Politics.

With an oligarchy in absolute power, and revo

lutionists for opposition, political conditions in

Russia are of the brutal and bloody type, in which

spies and traitors play important parts and death

is the penalty for defeat. Startling instances of

spies in high places on both sides have just come

to light. Recently there were revelations at Paris

to the effect that Azef, the head of the terrorists

of the Russian revolutionary movement, was a

paid agent of the Russian secret police (p. 86),

and now it appears that a Russian police official,

Lopukine, was instrumental in furnishing the

revolutionary committee the information of

treachery which enabled them to detect and con

demn Azef. Lopukine is consequently upder ar

rest at St. Petersburg, charged with high treason.

He is a man of high standing and connections—

having the rank of state councilor and being a

brother-in-law of Prince Ourusoff. It was Ouru-

soff who, in the first Duma, arraigned General

Trepoff as "the man higher up" who instigated

the Jewish massacres.

+ +

Indian Nationalists' Congress Suppressed.

The Indian National Congress, held at Madras

during the latter part of December (p. 62), which

expressed sentiments of loyalty to the British gov

ernment, is not regarded by all native nationalists

as the true congress. Another congress would have

convened at Nagpur at about the same time, but

it was suppressed by the British authorities, who

prohibited any gathering in that city or the dis

trict between December 15th, 1908, and January

15th. 1909.

*

This prevention of peaceful public assembly of

Indian nationalists, is denounced by them as a

policy of the British government, designed to pre

vent disclosure of the sentiments of the Indian

people to the world. Self-government, revival of

Indian industry, commerce and agriculture, and

establishment of national educational systems are

the declared objects of the Indian Nationalist

party. To weaken and break up this patriotic and

humanitarian band, so its leaders declare, the

British government has adopted several "dishonor

able and uncivil" methods. Recently nine dis

tinguished Bengal nationalist leaders were deport

ed without any kind of trial and under an old law,

the act of 1818. Among these nine men Mr. As-

wain Kumar Dutt, M. A., B. L., and Mr. Krishna

Kuma Mitra, B. A., were the most influential.

Mr. Dutt is the founder of a college, and he or

ganized village courts of arbitration all over the
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district of Barisal, Bengal. Mr. Mitra was the

superintendent of the city college, Calcutta, and

editor of a vernacular weekly paper until his ar

rest. Of the remainder, the most important is

Subodh Chunder Mullick, a Bengali millionaire,

for the past few years a liberal donor to the Na

tionalist cause. When the National Council of

Education was started nearly three years ago, for

the purpose of providing higher education inde

pendently of the government colleges, he made a

gift to the movement of $30,000. He was the

chief supporter of the Bande Mataram newspaper.

S. C. Chakravarti is a journalist, who has been

connected with several Nationalist newspapers. He

was editor of Sandhya, a remarkable vernacular

journal, written in colloquial Bengali, and sold by

thousands in the Calcutta streets at a farthing,

and when Mr. Bipin Chandra Pal left Bande.

Mataram he joined it as joint editor. Both these

papers have lately been suppressed under the new

press law. Pulin Dass is a young pleader of

Dacca, and is secretary of the Anusilan Samiti

(Physical Culture Society) in that place, said to

be the largest of the student associations.

■*• +

Journalism in the Philippines.

El Kenacimiento, the Filipino daily, of which

The Renaiimiento (vol. xi. p. 837), was an Eng

lish representative, has suffered from the "big

stick." On the 5th of November, the day after the

American Presidential election, five persons con

nected with the paper were prosecuted for libeling

Dean C. Worcester, United States Commissioner.

Mr. Worcester had not been mentioned by name,

but. it was assumed that he was alluded to in an

article which described an anonymous official as a

"bird of prey" who had used his position to make

a fortune by improper means, such as secretly

acquiring lands and mining rights. A dispatch of

January 11 announced that two of the editors

had been sentenced to six months" imprisonment,

and fined $1,000 each. In the meantime on the

loth ( f December the English paper, The Renaci-

niiento, suspended publication, at least tempor

arily, expressing a hope of resumption about the

first of next May. The heavy costs of the unex

pected process against the "elder brother." were

assigned as a reason for the suspension.

+ +

Cuba Libre.

Cuba celebrated her new independence (p. 101)

with great rejoicing. An Associated Press dis

patch of the 27th described the streets of Havana

on the eve of the inauguration as filled with hap

py, shouting, cheering people. Brilliant illumina

tions, a magnificent triumphal arch, a great hall to

the departing American officials, gave -expression

to the national feeling. At noon on the 28th dose

Miguel Gomez took the oath of office as President

in the balcony of the executive palace facing the

Plaza de Armas, which was tilled by vast crowds.

The American Provisional Governor, Charles E.

Magoon, read an address which was in the form of

a letter to the President and Congress of the Re

public of Cuba. In this letter Governor Magoon

stated that—

It is the understanding of the United States, and

it now declares that all the executive and legisla

tive decrees, regulations and rulings of the Pro

vincial Government now in force are to continue in

force and effect until such time as the same shall be

legally revoked by Cuba.

All money obligations of the Provisional Govern

ment down to this date have been paid as far as

practicable. Such claims and obligations, however,

as may remain unpaid are to be regarded as claims

and obligations of Cuba, and the United States un

derstands that these claims and obligations will be

fo treated.

The Provisional Administration constructed some

and entered into contracts for other works of sani

tation, and the government and control of the island

are transferred to you with the express understand

ing that said contracts and all contracts relating to

sanitation or other public purposes shall be held

inviolable.

I am also directed by the President to declare that

the United States considers that the second article of

the appendix of the Constitution of Cuba forbids

Cuba to assume or contract any public debt in ex

cess of, or in addition to, the debt already con

tracted or authorized by now existing laws and now

existing decrees of the Provisional Government, and

that the United States will not recognize or concede

to be a valid obligation of Cuba any bond or evi

dence of debt which may be issued in violation of

this understanding.

Tn accepting the letter the new President said :

We receive from you the government of Cuba

which you turn over to us in compliance with the

instructions of the President of the United States.

We have heard your statements and take note of

the document which you deliver to us. All acquired

rights shall be respected in harmony with the prin

ciples of international law, the principles of our Con

stitution and the provisions of the appendix of the

Constitution. The Constitution shall be upheld in

all its integrity, because our chief concern will be

to preserve it inviolate. We shall faithfully adhere

to the treaty between the United States and Cuba,

as this is our duty while the same remains in force,

and we shall endeavor through good government and

vigilant administration to obviate the necessity of

at any time applying any of its clauses. The United

States will always find a friendly nation in Cuba.

Immediately after the ceremonies the American

officials left Havana on warships and transports.

+ +

The Trend of Organized Labor Towards Sociali »ja.

Peculiar significance attaches to the action of

the United Mineworkers' convention at Indianap

olis in adopting the following resolutions proposed

by the socialistic clement among the delegates:

Whereas, In the light of the industrial depression
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that has haunted America for more than a year, mil

lions of willing workers have been forced into In

voluntary Idleness, thereby being denied access to the

means of life; and whereas, many of those who are

victims of this Industrial depression have, In self-pres

ervation, become Infractors of law; and whereas, a

class of predatory rich, who scarcely know the limits

of their wealth, are co-existent with the countless

thousands whose poverty is directly attributable to

their failure to find some owner of the means of pro

duction to employ them; and whereas, the denial of

the opportunity to willing workers to engage in useful

labor springs from the fact that the means with which

the necessaries of life are produced are owned and

controlled by private individuals, who are not neces

sary factors in the field of wealth production, but

whose only function Is to profit by the activity of the

working class so long as a market can be found where

the product of the workers can be disposed of; and

whereas, the workers receive in the form of wages

only a small share of what their labor power with the

aid of machinery creates, thus preventing them from

buying back out of the markets the equivalent of

what they have produced, necessarily causing a glut

ted market; therefore, be It resolved, that we, the

United Mine Workers of America, in annual conven

tion assembled, recognize and declare for the neces

sity of the public ownership and operation and the

democratic management of all those means of produc

tion and exchange that are collectively used, that

every man or woman willing and able to work can

have free access to the means of life and get the full

social value of what they produce.

The adoption of the resolution is especially sig

nificant because the miners' conventions hereto

fore have defeated overwhelmingly resolutions of

like tenor proposed by Socialist delegates, but on

this occasion this resolution was adopted without

dissent.

+ *

Public Schools and Financial Interests.

The perennial conflict, nation wide, between the

public interests of the common schools of cities,

and the private interests of what is called "Big

Business,"* which comes to the surface now in one

way and now in another, and now here and now

there, has been especially fierce in Milwaukee

politics during the past week. Crippled by insuf

ficient funds for their schools, the people of Mil

waukee voted last Spring for bonds for school pur

poses to the amount of $360,000. Mayor Rose

(Democrat) has tried to have this amount re

duced to $120,000, and the finance committee of

the City Council recommended in the budget a

compromise on $245,000. But nine members of

the City Council are Socialists, elected as such

by the Social Democratic party, and they have

unanimously led the opposition to this arbitrary

overriding of the popular vote. When the con

test came before the Council on the 25th in con

nection with the budget, Alderman Melms, one of

the nine Socialists, moved to give to the schools

the full amount of $360,000 for which they asked,

taking $115,000 off the proposed appropriation of

$425,000 for street improvements in order to do

so. He argued that the issue lay between neces

sary expenses for promotion of education in the

interests of citizenship, and comparatively unneces

sary improvements of streets in the interest of in

vestors. In his speech he specified school build

ings in labor districts as "barracks," that could

not be kept warm, some of them with basement

class rooms and some of the latter almost dark;

and on the subject of teachers' salaries he de

clared, in answer to charges of extravagance, that

in no city of the size of Milwaukee do the teachers

receive salaries so low—from $450 to $700. After

an acrimonious debate his motion was laid over

until the 1st, when Alderman Melms and his So

cialist colleagues, were supported by five Republi

cans and two Democrats. But they were defeated

by a vote of 16 to 18. The committee compromise

was then adopted by 26 to 8.

The same general conflict between educational

necessities and "Big Business" interests has risen

to the surface in Chicago (vol. xi, p. 819; vol.

xii, p. 15) during the past two or three weeks. It

reached the public ear in connection with formal

charges by the Superintendent that the Chicago Art

Institute has rushed teachers through art courses

in order to enable them to evade the "promotional"

requirements of the Board of Education. These

requirements, though nomin|ally educational in

their purpose, are actually for the purpose of serv

ing financial ends. They consist in allowing teach

ers to advance automatically in salary up to and

including their seventh year of service, after

which they can advance no farther in salary un

less they pass a "promotional" test. If they pass

this, their salaries again rise automatically for

three years more. But in order to be eligible for

that test they must have a record of merit marks,

made by their respective principals, which is

secretly kept at headquarters where it is subject to

secret revision by a board of district superinten

dents. And when "promotion" comes, it is in no

sense promotion as to teaching functions. The

promoted teacher goes on with the same work as

before, in the same class room and grade, and side

by side with unpromoted teachers of equal or

longer experience, and not inferior in educational

culture. Evidently the system is not for

educational purposes, but for financial pur

poses. It even originated in and was adopted up

on the advice of the finance committee without

any action by the educational committee. Its ef

fect, if undisturbed in operation, is to sustain

an appearance of high salaries (those of a few

"promoted" teachers), while the actual condition

is one of low salaries (those of the unpromoted) ;

but any considerable increase in the former group,

however meritorous, frustrates this design. Some
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such frustration was the occasion for the attack

upon the Art Institute, one of the accredited in

stitutions for "promotional" tests. Last year

something like 1,500 teachers obtained the neces

sary credits from this institution, and were ac

cordingly promoted in salary. But, as the presi

dent of the Board has been frequently quoted as

saying, this added $160,000 to the expense of

school administration in a shorter time than the

finances of the system contemplate, and there was

danger that the amount, would be increased.

Hence the attack upon the Art Institute as "a

credit factory," and inferentially upon teach

ers whose salaries had been increased upon the

basis of credits it had given. An investigation

was ordered by the Board of Education three

weeks ago. The investigating committee consist

ed, however, of four members of the business com

mittee, one of them being chairman of the finance

committee, and of only one member of the educa

tional committee and he a recent appointee. The

chairman is the attorney for Mr. Armour of the

beef trust, and every member was an appointee

of Mayor Busse, although one-third of the Board

are appointees of ex-Mayor Dunne. The first

meeting of the committee conformed to the rule

of the Board which requires that "all members of

the Board shall be invited to all meetings of all

committees." But this rule was violated at every

subsequent meeting. These were held secretly,

without notice to any of the members appointed

by ex-Mayor Dunne, and not at the Board rooms

but at the Union League Club. At those secret

meetings of the investigating committee, rich pa

trons of the Art Institute, who are also beneficiar

ies of the false valuations of taxable property in

aid of which the "promotional" system is main

tained, are reported to have been in attendance,

and between them and the investigating commit

tee a secret modus vivendi was agreed upon. The

investigating committee reported to the Board at

a secret meeting on the 27th (made secret at the

request of the committee) to the effect that the

exclusion of the Art Institute from the list of

accredited institutions for "promotional" tests

should continue for the present. This is one of

the phases of the conflict in Chicago, which is at

bottom between a large majority of the teachers

on one side, and the Board of Eeview on the other.

The latter restricts the school income by low as

sessments upon large financial interests. It is

also publicly asserted that the methods of the In

stitute, which discourage the use of books, had

aroused the school book trust, which controls the

Prang books now in use in the Chicago schools.

+ +

The Cleveland Traction Situation.

By order of Judge Tayler of the Federal Court,

part of the Cleveland street car lines (p. 103) re

sumed their old fare of 5 cent? 00 the 1st. The

original low fare lines arc still run at 3 tents. The

former have the right to charge 5 under their

franchises, but the latter under theirs can charge

only 3. For transfers, however, the uniform

charge is now <> cents on all lines, 1 cent being re

funded when the transfer is used.

In an interview in the Cleveland Press on the

28th regarding the change of fares, Mayor John

son is reported to have said:

Judge Tayler ordered the fare raised because more

funds are needed at once, and a settlement cannot

be reached in short of 60 or 90 days. I said to Judge

Tayler at the conference Wednesday: "If you wish,

I will advise the council to authorize a penny charge

for transfers. That will give you an added revenue

of from $30,000 to $35,000 per month." Judge Tayler

said he didn't believe such an increase would be

large enough to avoid deficits and provide for inter

est payments, especially in view of the fact that so

many franchises are expiring. "I feel it my duty to

advise the receivers to charge the full rate of fare

allowed by the old franchises," Judge Tayler told

me. For my own part, I don't believe it necessary

to Incur large deficits. However, I have no wish to

stand in Judge Tayler's way.

Temporarily the peace conferences of the com

mittee suggested by Judge Taylor, of which both

he and Mayor Johnson are members, have been

postponed. . Tn his Cleveland Press interview on

the 2Sth Mayor Johnson is reported to have ex

plained this by saying:

Peace negotiations are not off. Judge Tayler will

call another conference as soon as I return from the

East. There has been no break. I have delivered

no ultimatum on terms in the proposed new fran

chise. Our conferences have been harmonious.

Judge Tayler will bear me out in saying that there

is nothing in the way of our going ahead. Any

comments I wish to make upon the increase in fare

and the changes in service, beginning Monday, will

be reserved for public meetings of the Council.

Mayor Johnson returned from the East on the

1st, and immediately called a public meeting of

the Citv Council for the 2nd,

The annual stockholders' meeting for the whole

system was held on the 27th. The old monopoly

company's interests were led by Horace Andrews,

with proxies for 133,000 shares. Sylvester Ever

ett led a "bolt" from the old interests with proxies

for 4,579 shares. The proxies of the low-fare in

terests, representing about 15,000 shares, were

managed by D. C. Westenhaver. As soon as it

was seen that the low-fare interests would be able

to elect one director, and through combination

with Everett possibly two, the majority interests

voted to increase the number of directors from
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nine to eleven, so as to reelect all the old directors.

But when it became certain that the opposition,

even with Everett's aid, could only elect one di

rector—the votes required to elect a director be

ing 14,000—the number was reduced to ten. The

following were elected: Horace Andrews, C. F.

Emery, B. E. Ehodes, H. P. Mcintosh, J. J. Stan

ley, Samuel Mather, J. H. Wade, E. A. Harman,

L. C. Hann and Sylvester Everett. At the direc

tors' meeting on the 28th, Horace Andrews was re

elected president, and an executive committee of

eight was chosen. Mr. Everett, the minority mem

ber, was excluded from this committee.

Stock of the company sold on the Cleveland

exchange on the 28th at 82.

* *

Centenaries of this Year.

The hundredth anniversary of the birth of Ed

gar. Allan Poo, as already noted (p. 107), was

celebrated on the 19th of January. On the 12th

of the present month fall the hundredth birthday

anniversaries of Abraham Lincoln and Charles

Darwin. On March 31 will fall the centenary of

Edward Fitzgerald, the translator of Omar Khay

yam. On August .6 will come the centenary of

Alfred Tennyson ; and on December 29 that of

William Ewart Gladstone.

NEWS NOTES

—Benoit Constant Coquelin, the "elder Coquelin,"

greatest of French actors in this generation, died on

the 26th at the age of sixty-eight.

—Henry S. Ar Foon, a Chinese citizen of Boston,

born in this country, and son of a naturalized China

man, has been serving as a juror in the local courts.

—Christian Rudovitz, held for extradition to Rus

sia (p. 103) at Chicago, but ordered released by Sec

retary Root, was discharged from the county jail on

the 28th.

—Gompers, Mitchell and Morrison were ordered on

the 26th by Judge Wright to pay the costs incurred in

the contempt proceedings against them (pp. 86, 89),

amounting to about $1,500.

—Invitations to a Labor Conference to be held at

the Department of Commerce and Labor, Washington,

on the 10th, have been issued by Secretary Straus to

the principal labor leaders of the United States.

—Thirty-four foreign consuls were entertained at

dinner at the Auditorium, Chicago, on the 30th by

the Chicago Association of Commerce, with the de

clared object of increasing international friendship

and extending international commerce.

—The deep wateY way measure favored by Gov

ernor Deneen for the lakes-to-the-gulf route (vol. xi,

pp. 684, 685), for which the people of Illinois have

authorized an expenditure of $20,000,000, was intro

duced in the Illinois Senate on the 28th by Senator

Schmitt,

—The American round-the-world fleet (p. 35) has

been scattered in the Mediterranean. The Georgia

and Nebraska went into the port of Tangier on the

30th. Their salute of the flag of Mulai Hand, the

new Sultan of Morocco (vol. xi, p. 588) gave official

recognition on behalf of the United States to his

administration. The first division of the fleet ar

rived at Gibraltar on the 31st.

—The Philippine Assembly (vol. xi, p. 300) opened

on the 1st, President Osmena presiding. In his an

nual message to the Assembly, Governor James F.

Smith deplored the growing gulf between the Amer

icans and the Filipinos in the Islands. The annual

report on the revenues of the islands shows a de

cline of about 1,000,000 pesos (about $500,000) for

1908, below the figures of 1907.

—That business combinations in restraint of trade

cannot collect debts through the courts, was decided

on the 1st by the Supreme Court of the United

States, with four judges dissenting—Brewer, White,

Peckham and Holmes. This decision was made in

an action by The Continental Company, which is the

"holding company" for the wall paper trust, to col

lect a bill of $56,762 for wall paper sold to Louis

Voight & Sons Company of Cincinnati.

—On the twenty-first ballot for United States

Senator from Illinois (p. 103) taken in the legisla

ture on the 27th, the vote for Senator Hopkins had

fallen to 73. Balloting continued on the 28th with

a loss to him of one more vote. It began again on

the 2d, and on the twenty-fifth ballot, the last one

taken that day, his vote stood at 73, although it had

risen on the twenty-third and twenty-fourth ballots

to 74. The number necessary for a choice is 103.

—A bill for the so-called "Fourth Partition" of

Poland has been approved by the Russian ministry

and is to be submitted to the Douma (vol. xi, p. 923).

The bill arranges for the separation from the King

dom of Poland of about one-third of the provinces of

Lublin and Siedlce, to be formed into the new prov

ince of Chelm, which is to be attached to Russia

proper. The proposed province will have a popula

tion of 725,000. The measure will meet with violent

opposition from the Poles, but according to press re

ports, there is reason to believe that it will pass.

—The people of Missouri having adopted the initia

tive and referendum for State purposes (pp. 29, 32),

the Governor and the legislature are now to be urged

to make them applicable to municipalities. If this

is not done, the initiative is to be invoked at the elec

tion two years hence. The movement is under the

direction of Dr. William Preston Hill, who led the

successful movement for the State Initiative and

referendum. He is directly assisted by Silas L. Moser.

They propose also an equalization of representation,

which has become unbalanced through changes in

population.

* + +

Sentimentalist: "And is that the nretty little pig

I saw frolicking before my window yesterday?"

Farmer's Wife (cutting up the pork): "Yes, miss."

Sentimentalist: "Alas, such is human life!"—

Fliegende Blaetter.
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PRESS OPINIONS

The Profit of the Earth.

La Follette's Weekly Magazine (ind. Rep.), Jan.

30.—In the cosmic plan the phosphates were laid

down that man might be great and good and strong.

But Hermann Schmidtmann of Germany, with his

American associates and their organization under

the laws of New Jersey, will have to be seen before

the cosmic plan can be carried out. God proposes,

but Schmidtmann disposes. For a while. Sometime

the world's peoples whose inheritance in the planet

on which they live is thus taken from them will

look over the title deeds of Schmidtmann, Baer,

Rockefeller, Weyerhaeuser, and the steel magnates

who control the coal and lumber and iron and oil that

God made for man, and pass anew on the validity of

their grants. Perhaps God never signed the deeds

after all.

+ *

The Oregon "Recall."

Emporia (Kansas) Weekly Gazette (Rep.), Jan.

28.—More power to the "Recall." It frightened the

legislature of Oregon last Monday into following the

plain commands of the people. It is because it has

that frightening power that the Wichita Eagle wants

it instituted in Kansas. Some people in the govern

ment of Wichita—as well as in the government of

other cities—have not been doing what the people

elected them to do and we want to show them that

the people can do what private employers can do—

fire their servants if they do not obey them. In

rare cases disobedience might be a good thing, but

in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred it is an evil.

It is for the ninety-nine cases that we want the

power of the "Recall." . . . The people are rul

ing under the "Recall" in Oregon, and they will rule

everywhere under it. "So mote it be" in Kansas.

Sedition.

The Sacramento Bee (ind. Dem.), Jan. 25.—No

American citizen with good, rich, red blood in his

veins will defend Theodore Roosevelt for trying to

revive the repealed old sedition law of 1798 in his

effort to use the United States Government to throt

tle the New York World. If the World has slan

dered Roosevelt or any of his appointees, he or any

of them is entitled to redress in the same way that

is open to any other citizen, and in no other way.

When a President of the United States uses the gov

ernment to punish his critic—no matter even if the

criticism were unjustified—he transforms himself

into a Czar, and his usurpation should not and will

not be tolerated.

+ *

Freedom of the Press.

Chicago Inter Ocean (Rep.), Feb. 1.—From no

unwise instinct have the people of the United States

stood firm for the freedom of the press. From no

ignorance of the prime agencies in a government

by discussion did the fathers declare it should be

Inviolable. From no superficial study of our Insti

tutions have the most competent of foreign critics

ascribed to it a function of first importance among

us. The fact is plain: With the freedom of the

press stands or falls the preservation of this gov

ernment in its pristine integrity—on it still depends

the success of the great republican experiment.

What has been may be. The danger of republican

government is not that it is the worst, but that it

is the best the world has seen. It cannot drowse,

like empires. Its people are not permitted the

placid, unreflecting contentment of the subjects of

kings. Eternal vigilance Is the price of maintaining

intact the herilabe of this generation. The people

cannot wait till new symptoms develop into old

diseases. They must interpret the symptoms in the

light of experience and act accordingly.

* +

The Passing of Roosevelt.

Manchester Guardian (Lib.), Jan. 12.—Mr. Roose

velt's administration is dying, as it lived, amid the

rattle of strong words and the dust of furious charges.

In his last few months of office he has managed to

crowd two bitter quarrels, one with each branch of

the legislature, and to bring down upon himself an

unprecedented vote of censure by a chamber contain

ing an overwhelming majority of his nominal sup

porters. . . . The House of Representatives has de

clared Mr. Roosevelt guilty of a breach of its privi

leges; the Senate is charging him with a breach of

the law as well as a breach of privilege. ... It is

of value to statesmen to have it put on record—even

with some refinement of cruelty—that even in politics

big words, unnecessary passion, and loose rhetoric

are poor substitutes for reason, study, quiet resolu

tion, and carefully elaborated action.

The (London) Nation (ind. Lib.), Jan. 16.—Mr.

Roosevelt seems destined to end his Presidency in

a characteristic whirl of invective. He is embroiled

with the House of Representatives; he is embroiled

with the Senate; and he has on hand at least half a

dozen personal and political feuds with individual

members in both Chambers. . . . Lord Rose-

bery once declared that you cannot legislate by

hurricane. But Mr. Roosevelt has no other concep

tion of legislation save by hurricane. Good will be

tween the Executive and the Legislature is a condi

tion that may almost be said to be prescribed by

the American Constitution. Mr. Roosevelt has

never sought it. The least conciliatory of men, he

has always preferred to carry his point by coercion,

hectoring and browbeating. The factor of his per

sonality has at no time worked out to an easy equa

tion, and it is extremely doubtful whether with all

his fuss and tumult he has accomplished one-half

as much as a President of Mr. McKinley's persua

sive temperament and accordant manner would have

achieved with no noise at all. The greatest obstacle

to the adoption of the Roosevelt policies has been

Mr. Roosevelt himself.

+ +

The Progress We Are Making.

Puck, Jan. 6.—The world is growing better. That

part of it known as the United States is growing

better fast. And it is growing better because it Is
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growing wiser. We, the people of the United

tha ™^°\m°Te tha" We did- We have sot to

that point where we can see through a stone-wall.

i there is a hole big enough; whereas formerly, and

not so long ago, the stone-wall was the limit of our

n^T; "^T^ h°W blg the hole was" °™ we
used to think, when cleaning up our cities, that the

political boss was the head and front of graft and

wl hJ^ ""I*/* " We Caught him' as occasionally

we did and threw him out of power at an election,

we patted ourselves upon the back and congratulat

ed each other upon the downfall of corruption and

the triumphal entry of virtue. In our innocent

Jf^r?F,Ce- u.We th°Ught we had accomplished

something big. We know now that what we accom

plished was really something small. In other words

we are wiser than we were, and for that reason we

are bound to get better. San Francisco once would

have been satisfied with the capture of Boss Ruef

Now-, It is going higher up, much higher, than Ruef

In the process of purification. Likewise, Pittsburg

Some of Pittsburgh officials are accused of accept-

ng bribes, but Pittsburg is not stopping at the old

time level; it is seeking the givers of the bribes,

the political boss no longer is recognized as the

kingpin of graft. In every city, he has shrunken

to his true proportions—a mere middleman, an em

ployee of gentlemen who would scorn to pick a

pocket, but who do not mind robbing a citv in a

safe, genteel way. Now that these gentlemen are

appraised at their proper value, and the respectable

seekers of special privilege at the public cost are

recognized as far worse grafters than the vulgar

officials who get "rake-offs" on city contracts or

who wax rich protecting vice, the post of boss in a

great city will not be as lucrative as heretofore

The reason is plain. The tendency of cities every

where to look for the men higher-up, and their grow

ing ability to spot a rascal even though his environ

ment consist of good clothes, church membership

business standing and exemplary home life, make

tho game of franchise grabbing through bribery a

much more hazardous pastime than it was say ten

years ago. The pickings in it for the boss wilV con

sequently not be so easy. Formerly, when purify

ing politics, the public never looked bevond the

boss, and it was safe to do business with bosses

and their underlings; but now that the public vision

is improved and a boss is but the half-way mark

in the search for respectable larceny, it is by no

means so safe. It is e great step, when you come to

think of it, to have learned that our political bosses

are not expert cracksmen on their own hook but

simply burglars' helpers, holding the dark-lantern

and delivering the tools as they are wanted to the

master thieves.

RELATED THINGS

CONTRIBUTIONS AND REPRINT

TO LINCOLN.

1809—1909.

For The Public:

O Lincoln, great-heart Lincoln,

Our memory is true;

Time hastes away.

But here today

Allegiance we renew.

O Lincoln, brave-heart Lincoln,

Thy dauntless will we hail;

Through long dark years

Of foes and fears,

Thy courage did not fail.

O Lincoln, strong-heart Lincoln,

Steadfast as granite rock;

Thou stoodst for right

Throughout that night

Of awful storm and shock.

O Lincoln, true-heart Lincoln,

God's man of destiny;

It was thy hand

Gave just command

To set the Negro free.

O Lincoln, sad-heart Lincoln,

No selfish thought was thine;

For others' woe

Thy tears did flow

In symrathy divine.

O Lincoln, martyr Lincoln,

We thank thee with this psalm.

For country free

From sea to sea,

And one from pine to palm.

TOWNSEND ALLEN.

* * +

BOUNTY OF COMFORT

What are success and worldy wealth to me

Who am a butt for the cheap, bloodless wit

Of merchants? Is wealth aught but poverty.

When guile and cunning are the price of it?

Better it is to hold dear Friendship's hand,

To read the silver sonnets in Love's eyes'

Than in the seething market-place to stand.

Whilst Love grows k~>v and Friendship droops

and dies. —Langdon Everard

For The Public.

The elegantly designed pieces of silverware and

the gay trinkets lor women's necks and hands

glistened in the plate glass window of the cornet-

jewelry -tore. Well dressed men and women on

their way to dinner or the theater, threw casual

glances at the treasures in these Aladdin caves

which open to the sesame of bulging poeketbooks

perhaps resolving to return upon the next dav

and make some bit of finery their own.

One passerby, however, brushed almost against

the sparkling show window with entire indiffer

ence to the rich display. On looking at him close

ly you discovered that he had apparently been

forced to regard the clothier's establishment with

equal carelessness for many months. The holes
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in his coat gaped boldly, without the pretense of

a patch ; his worn shoes eagerly absorbed the mois

ture of the puddles in the street, through which

he stepped as though they were no more than bits

of dark brown paper scattered on the walk. His

eyes looked down steadily in front of him; his

shoulders were very bent ; the thinness of his face

hinted that he might have examined the window

of the baker with more eagerness than that of the

fashionable jeweler. He was a down-and-outer,

certainly; and I remembered the words of a cer

tain clergyman, whose sermons, delivered in a

large and fashionable church, were accustomed

to be reported in full each Monday in the columns

of a conservative newspaper, to the approval of

the ultra-orthodox.

"People who are decent, sober, and wholesome

and chaste, and have right intentions toward men

and right activities with men, will in reason keep

bread on the table and the bounty of comfort for

the house and for garmenting," said the afore

said preacher to the rich ; and surely the sentiment

must be worthy of consideration, for has not the

reverend gentleman met with much promotion

since these and sundry other comments like them

first appeared in print, so that he is now a bishop

and a man of note? Yet lawless thoughts will

come into the head ; and I confess I can not hold

my thoughts from wandering after the history of

that tattered man, although, good sir, I have your

respectable assurance for it that he is a scalawag.

For there's my own self, you know, whose shoes,

while scarcely the extreme of elegance, have at

least no signs of holes in them. But you will con

sider that when I was in school and college, be

coming in a measure fit to earn my daily bread,

someone cheerfully settled the small consideration

of my bills for me : all my life, if I have wished it,

I have had the benefit of that other person's en

ergy and "right activities" to help me in the bat

tle with the world. I have not seen dear ones

die for want of any rare or luxury to keep them

with us in this world ; why should I drink, who

have no such bitter memories? If I fell ill today,

no charity hospital would be waiting for me,

whence I might be discharged half cured, to walk

along these windy streets all day for work. I do

not know what a sharp pang of hunger means.

Had I that knowledge, do you not believe that I

should learn to "steal," so that the great doors

of the jail might close on me, to my disgrace—

or is it to the everlasting shame of those who

take away the liberty of men only for the lack of

bread? No, reassuring purveyor of the staff of

some other life, I can not yet convince myself

that 1 am rc-cssarily more entitiled to the "boun

ty of comfuii" than our discouraged friend who

made such a curious picture back yonder as his

ragged elbow almost brushed against those gold

and silver toys.

Among these well-fed people all about, it would,

I think, be no impossible task to find here and

there a man with a more greedy face than that of

the comfort-lacking vagabond ; indeed, that mouth

of his was not so ungenerous. Was the one talent

peradventure taken from him for that he would not

put it out at usury ? Did he stop to lend a dollar

when he might have profitably invested it, to make

for him a hundred other indicators of "right in

tentions toward men"? Did he hesitate to buy too

cheaply the toil of little workers and their hun

gry mothers for his shop? Were night hours

"wasted" over an invention which lacked some

thing of that perfection which should have made

it fill his pocketbook? Had his untrained hand

aspired to perpetuate fair ladies with the artist's

brush, rather than serve them with calicoes over

the bargain counter of the department store? Or

in the iron days, did he perchance turn his foolish

pen to epic poems, when he might have used it for

the bounty-of-comfort-bringing "ad" for Porkem's

soap?

Whether any of these things were in that poor

man's life, I do not know: some hint of them

came to me when I saw his face. I do not know

his history; but well I know that many great

and active men have almost starved before they

found success. Yes, Keats and Mozart had gar

menting too thin and worn; and ah, their tables

lacked the bread, and their abodes the comfort,

mentioned by our friend, the preacher for the

wealthy folk whose activities and whose intentions

toward their fellow men are always right!

GEORGIA HOGARTH.

SOME OF DOBBS'S THINKS.

Remembered by Jackson Biggies.

Sometime in the not very distant past I hap

pened to be at a certain point on Washington

street. It was probably before the present moon

began to get old and wrinkled and out of shape.

The sun was shining every where but in the loop

district, according to the weather reports, and the

smoke ordinance was flirting with the Sunday clos

ing law, so that we breathed the customary

amount of carbon right along without any great

effort. All of the chimneys were not smoking all

the time, but enough of them were working so

forcefully that the rest were not missed. The ob

ject of this smoky introduction is not to cast any

odious reflections on present or past administra

tions, but merely to give such an air of verity to

this narrative that it may be believed without

criminal credulity. A short experience of Wash

ington street atmosphere was so satisfactory that I

determined to leave it for the use of the rest of

the people, and go over to Clark street for a sam

ple (of atmosphere). As I turned the corner I

met my genial young friend, Tom Harder. Tom

is not related to Old Tom Harder of Democratic
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and free trade propensities, except in the general

way of being a descendant of our first progenitor,

be he man or monkey. His ideas do not run paral

lel with those entertained by Old Tom in the

least. Old Tom would tear down the Custom

houses, and Young Tom believes that business

would stop entirely if we did not tax ourselves

good and strong for the benefit of the Barons of

Industry. But Young Tom is so refreshingly in

nocent of logical ideas that I like to meet him.

He makes my own ignorance seem so like real

knowledge that I part from him with quite a good

opinion of myself. So I was glad to meet him in

the smoke as he came out of a basement, wiping

his mouth in a way that strongly suggested refresh

ments of some wholesome kind.

"Howdy, Biggies!" said he, as he grasped my

hand. "Fine day, isn't it ?"

I hate to quarrel with a man about his opinion

of the weather, but this proposition was so mani

festly false that I made up my mind to have a

knock-down-and-drag-out argument rather than to

assent to it. I had just formulated the first prop

osition of the argument by clinching my fist

tightly, when some more of the smoke-makers

stopped work and a patch of clear sky appeared,

and just in front of the patch the new County

Building loomed up so plainly that it could be

recognized and identified without an affidavit.

Tom recognized it at once, and murmured gently

with a smile on his innocent countenance, "Fine

building, isn't it? Big building too. Room

enough there to accommodate all the patriots in

the county for the next generation. Cost a lot of

money too, Jack. But then we don't care. Bor

rowed money pays for it. We won't feel the bur

den any. Posterity will pay the bill. We are

going to build a fine new City Hall soon for pos

terity to pay for. Great scheme, isn't it, Jack?"

Now I must confess that I was so puzzled by

this idea of passing the bills along that I suffered

Young Tom to go without a clear explanation of

the matter, and passed it along to Dobbs as a

serious proposition that should be elucidated.

"Make posterity pay part of the expense of our

public improvements?" queried Dobbs. "Yes!

That's one of the inventions that came in with the

public debt, and the promotion of prosperity by

obstructing trade. It is about the same age as the

idea of making things cheap by giving home folks

a monopoly of making them. It has a little more

truth than some of these ideas, but the justice and

equity of the conception is badly twisted. It prob

ably came as a natural offspring of the old idea

that some men, the mass of men, in fact, were

born to serve and the rest to be served. It is not

always put in as plain language as this, but you

will not have to dig very deep to find it cropping

out largely in political, financial and other sorts

of literature. It finds no wrong in men getting

something for nothing, provided it is done legally.

It puts on a pinnacle for the admiration of man

kind the extremely successful getter of something

for nothing, and pityingly patronizes the unsuc

cessful getter for his poverty.

"This condition of mind, which depends for its

existence on a suspension of our thinking facul

ties, probably suggested the passing on to posterity

of the burden of public improvements, and some

other things that can hardly be classed as public

improvements—wars for the purpose of conquest

or benevolent assimilation, as an example. The

motive is the shirking of responsibility and the

opening of a field for financial operations, which

give unlimited opportunity for the game of get

ting something for nothing. But it is probably

true that the people like to be humbugged, and

have not love for the one that exposes the deceit;

so I will say no more about it, except as to the

benefit that posterity may get from the things we

do now and tax them for. If the thing to be done

is of a character that will endure for twenty or

thirty years, posterity might under some circum

stances derive a benefit for which they should pay.

But public improvements, like every thing pro

duced by human toil, are but transitory things.

They last a few years if labor is expended in re

pairs, and frequently changing conditions render

them worthless to succeeding generations. The

courthouse or the city hall of a generation just

past, becomes unfit for the use of the present. It

has to be removed and a new one built. The past

generation passed a part of the burden to us by

borrowing money and issuing bonds. Thus we are

loaded down with a double burden. We are pay

ing for a building that is torn down, and we are

making payments on the new building and also

on the expense of tearing down the old. We are try

ing the same experiment of transmitting the bur

den to posterity. The facility with which it may

be done tends to encourage extravagance and in

crease the weight of all public debts. There is

a danger line here which the financiers ignore.

We cannot bind posterity, except on condition

that posterity shall be willing to be bound. They

will consent to be bound as long as they follow our

example and do as little thinking as possible.

"But suppose that posterity should get to think

ing that preceding generations had been too free

and easy in the matter of passing on the bills for

them to pay? Suppose that posterity should get

together and resolve that they would not pay any

of the debts that we of the present are incurring

in their behalf? There would be no way in which

the payment could be enforced. Of course we,

being dead and mainly occupied in paying the

debts that will be due in another state of existence,

would have no interest in the matter at all. I

just mention the contingency for the benefit of the

financiers that revel in big bond issues with their

velvet profits for the promoters and refunders.

The real truth is that the public improvements
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are made by the labor of today. They are en

joyed by those that live today. They begin to de- .

cay as soon as made, and arc only kept in condition

by the continued exertion of labor. Bach genera

tion has its own wants and needs, and its own

burdens. We cannot know in advance whether

the things we do today will be a benefit or a curse

to our posterity. We attempt to dodge our re

sponsibility by the expensive and clumsy expedi

ent of bond issues, because we want to shirk the

payment of the taxes necessary to pay for our

public needs as far as possible.

"But the real heart of the matter, Jack, is that

we the people, that is, all of us allow a few of us

to take for our own private use the fund that the

Creator designed to be used for the benefit of all.

This forces the taking by governments of a large

part of the earnings of the most of us, for public

purposes. The public revenue goes wrongfully

into the private coffers of the few, and the many

are robbed to fill the deficit. Perhaps some day

the robbery will be stopped, and then public reve

nues will l)e large enough for public needs, and we

will cease to trv to pass the burdens on to pos

terity."

* * +

THE SINGLE TAX IN AUSTRALASIA

From an Address Delivered by Max Hirsch in Cele

bration of Henry George's Sixty-Ninth Birthday,

Before the Single Tax League of the State

of Victoria, Australia, September 9,

1908. As Printed in the Mel

bourne "Progress" of

December 1,

1908.

To Australia still belongs the pride of place ;

and, in Australia, to the State of South Australia,

at least in point of time. That State imposed a

tax on the unimproved value of land for State pur

poses as early as 1886, and without exemptions;

and ten years later also gave to municipalities the

option to rate land values alone, though, unfortun-

nately, under conditions which have prevented all

but one municipality from profiting by the option.

In Queensland the Georgian ideas were intro

duced by the greatest of our living statesmen. Sir

Samuel Griffith, now Chief Justice of the Com

monwealth. Inspired by George's writings, he in

itiated the exemption of improvements in 1801,

and gradually extended the system. The results

were so eminently satisfactory that his conservative

opponents were compelled to place the coping stone

on his structure, and to exempt all improvements

in 1905. More than 10 per cent of the annual

value of land is now used for public purposes.

New Zealand, under the guidance of that great

statesman, Mr. Ballance, imposed a tax on the

unimproved value of land, also in 1891, and in

1896 gave to municipalities the option of rating

land values alone. Nearly half the rates are now

raised in this manner.

^In point of actual achievement, however, New

South Wales holds the world's record. You are

aware that in 1896 Mr. G. H. Beid imposed a land

value tax, disfigured by many exemptions. For

this Sir Hector Carruthers, a single taxer, sub

stituted the rating on land values, as far as the

municipalities would adopt it. His Act made this

system compulsory as to part of the rates, and op

tional as to the rest; and the result has demon

strated the wisdom of this provision. For nearly

every municipality has discarded taxing improve

ments altogether, and in the nine cases in which

councils wanted to adopt the dual method, a refer

endum of landowners themselves has compelled

them to adopt the true system. At the same time.

Sir Hector conferred wide powers of administra

tion iipon the local councils, compelling such high

rates that at least 20 per cent of the annual value

of the land is now used for public purposes. The

city of Sydney is as yet under the old system, but

this also will be changed soon.

Western Australia, the baby State, also has im

posed a tax on land values for State purposes, and

has given its rural districts power to exempt im

provements from rating.

Tasmania has had a tax on the improved capital

value of land for many years, and many efforts have

been made to exempt improvements. But though

the lower House has passed no less than four bills

for this purpose during the last ten years, the

upper House, where the landlords sit, has rejected

them all. A new effort is to be made during the

present year, which we may hope will have more

satisfactory results.

The only Australian State which has failed to

achieve anything in our direction is our own Vic

toria. Once it marched at the head of Australian

democracy ; now it brings up its tail. May be the

efforts now being made by the Bent ministry may

succeed, but it would be rash to assume so. Mean

while population is still leaving us every year for

those States which, by taxing land values in some

form, make it easier to earn a living for those who

do useful work, than is the case in their native

State.

HP V V

GILBERT K. CHESTERTON ON THE

AUTHOR OF "HER MAJESTY'S

SHIP PINAFORE."

From the London Nation of December 5

He had the power of putting a prejudice sud

denly under a light in which it could not live. He

performed the true purpose of a plague or a con

suming fire ; he burnt up everything that can be

burnt. For instance, the real idea of patriotism

cannot be burnt; it is incombustible and incor

rupt. Whatever anyone says, it is true that
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Frenchmen not only live in France, but live by

France. Whatever anyone says, where two or

three Frenchmen are gathered together, France

shall be in the midst of them. But there is an

element in patriotism, especially I am afraid in

English patriotism, which invites a slaughterous

scientific attack. It has invited it, and it has got

it. A number of young Englishmen have obvious

ly got into their minds the extraordinary notion

that the greatness of England ought to make an

Englishman proud. The truth is just the reverse,

the greatness of England ought to make an Eng

lishman humble. One ought not to swagger

about being the fellow citizen of Shakespeare;

rather one ought to feel that Shakespeare might

have had a better fellow citizen. In other words,

an Englishman ought to feel unworthy of his

country ; it is only fools or aliens who feel worthy

of it. But there does exist this false patriotism

which is not so much love of England as pleasure

in being an Englishman. I say it does exist; but

its back has been broken with a blow. Gilbert has

in one phrase defined and destroyed it. In the

moment when Gilbert wrote the lines

But in spite of all temptations

To belong to other nations

He remains an Englishman

in that hour he effaced the folly of making na

tional peculiarities a ground of spiritual pride,

and killed Rudyard Kipling before he was born.

OLD MOTHERS.

I love old mothers—mothers with white hair,

And kindly eyes, and lips grown softly sweet

With murmured blessings over sleeping babes.

There is a something in their quiet grace

That speaks the calm of Sabbath afternoons;

A knowledge in their deep, unfaltering eyes

That far outreaches all philosophy.

Time, with caressing touch, about them weaves

The silver-threaded fairy-shawl of age,

While all the echoes of forgotten songs

Seem joined to lend a sweetness to their speech.

Old mothers! as they pass with slow-timed step,

Their trembling hands cling gently to youth's

strength;

Sweet mothers! as they pass, one sees again

Old garden-walks, old roses, and old loves.

—The Century.

"Poverty is evidence of inferiority of character—

those who are poor generally deserve to be poor."—

San Francisco News Letter.

Notable examples are St. Paul, Jesus Christ, Soc

rates, St. Francis of Assisi, Christopher Columbus

and more recently, Tolstoy, and Mayor Johnson ot

Cleveland, who has lost almost all of his money. On

the other hand, as examples of character in the mak

ing, we have Mr. Harriman, Mr. Rockefeller and Mr.

Ryan.—Life.

BOOKS

ABRAHAM LINCOL N

Lincoln the Citizen and Lincoln the President. By

Henry C. Whitney, author of "Life on the Circuit

with Lincoln." Edited by Marion Mills Miller,

Litt. D. (Princeton), editor of "The Centenary

Edition of the Life and Works of Abraham Lin

coln." Two volumes. Published by The Baker &

Taylor Company, New York. Price, $2.50 net

per set.

The author, who is described as having been

closely associated with Lincoln in his law practice

in the 50's, and who was one of his appointees as

paymaster in the army during the Civil War, was

afterwards a practitioner at the Chicago bar until

his deafh in 1905 at the age of nearly 75 years.

He tells a straightforward story of Lincoln, partly

from tradition, partly from hearsay, partly from

national history and partly from personal experi

ence and memory. Although the work is chrono-

lop.cal in general outline, the author has wisely

avoided too close adherence to '.he order of dates.

He adds very much to the interest of his story by

introducing into the narrative in its earlier devel

opment his recollections of later events.

The first volume is of "Lincoln the Citizen." It

tells of his ancestry and childhood, of his life as a

laborer, -s a storekeeper, as a soldier; of his love

affairt of his legislative and Congressional serv

ice, and of his ascent to the Presidency. Accord

ing to this friendly though by no means uncritical

biographer, Lincoln had no personal vices. He

never even swore but once, and then he only said

"damn." But he did it so gracefully and elo

quently on this one occasion, that the sophisticated

reader will find it somewhat difficult to believe that

he had never had any practice.

"Lincoln the President," is the subject of the

second volume. Here it appears that if Lincoln

did not bargain with the Pennsylvania delegation

for his nomination in 1860, he at any rate carried

out the bargain which David Davis made for him

in spite of his protestations, for upon his election

he appointed Simon Cameron to his cabinet as

^>avis had agreed he should. This volume

is familiar national history ; but it is history as the

biographer saw it, with his famous friend alwayB

in the center of events.

Lincoln's personality stands out in both volumes

in friendly fashion. Despite his astonishing rise—

less astonishing as the elevation of a peasant to

the Presidency than as the growth in a few short

years of a raw, untutored and unlettered man into

a statesman of transcendent ability and an orator

of polish and power—he remains throughout these

little volumes the simple, neighborly man whom

the author intimately kn>w.
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There is special satisfaction in noting one of

the author's mild criticisms of Lincoln's thought.

He realizes that Lincoln, when he spoke of labor,

did not fully appreciate "the fact that labor cre

ates its own wage." This is the true key to the

capital and labor question ; and if Lincoln did not

realize it, there is hope in the fact that this friend

who knew him and who makes his reader know him

as an intimate, did realize it, and has coupled the

idea with the man whose centenary the people of

the nation are about to celebrate.

BOOKS RECEIVED

—The Death of Lincoln. The Story of Booth's

Plot, His Deed and the Penalty. By Clara E. Laugh-

lin. Published by Doubleday, Page & Co., New

York. 1909. Price, $1.50 net.

—Ill Score and X, or Selections, Collections, Recol

lections of Seventy Busy Years. By Rev. Silas

Comfort Swallow, D. D., erroneously called "The

Fighting Parson." Published by the United Evan

gelical Publishing House, Harrisburg, Pa.

—They Must ; or, God and the Social Democracy. A

Frank Word to Christian Men and Women. By

Hermann Kutter, Minister at the New Minster in

Zurich. American Editor, Rufus W. Weeks. Pub

lished by the Co-operative Printing Company, Chi

cago.

PAMPHLETS

Land Value Literature.

Among the recent pamphlet publications of the pub

lication department of "Land Values" (376 Strand,

London, W. C.) is a brief discussion of "The Great

Problem of Our Great Towns," by Frederick Verin-

der, secretary of the English League for the Taxa

tion of Land Values. The pamphlet bristles with

facts logically grouped and interestingly told, and

appeals as well to American as to English readers.

PERIODICALS

The Free Trade Broadside (Boston) for January

reproduces the pungent letter of Charles Francis

Adams, in which as a citizen he denounces the "li

cense to steal" which protectionism forces upon him

as a business man. In addition, the Broadside fur

nishes a varied collection of matter in support of the

gospel of free trade, inclusive of an excellent edito

rial on the protection device of regulating tariff

plunder by a commission.

John Moody, founder of Moody's Manual, now out

of his control, is about to publish a new annual, to

be called "Moody's Analyses of Railroad Invest

ments." It Is to appear (Analyses Publishing Co.,

35 Nassau St., New York) early in March, and to

be devoted, according to the prospectus, to explain

ing and applying "in clear and simple form, the

proper methods for the analysis, from the standpoint

of the banker and investor, of the various kinds of

railroad securities issued by the different railroad

comporations, from the highest grade bonds to the

most speculative and cheapest stocks." By the

method employed, the user of the book is expected

"to ascertain at a glance the position and approxi

mate true value (as based on actual results) of any

of the 1,500 or more bond issues covered, as well as

the several hundred stock Issues which represent

over 90 per cent of the stock capitalization of the

railroads of the country." It is to be "in

no sense a 'Manual,' nor is it intended to supplant

the manuals," being "an analysis of railroad values,

and not a statistical record."

To the lone reformer, able only to pray for the col

lapse of the apparently impregnable castle of privi

lege, there is something cheering in the subjects of the

conventional magazines these days. George Ran

dolph Chester suggests, In a stirring bit of character

fiction in Everybody's, the terrible moral temptations

that come to impoverished workmen through their

economic dependence. Adele Marie Shaw, also in

fiction, tells in McClure's for February the same kind

of story. In which, however, a public school superin

tendent and a book trust figure. The two stories end

differently, the latter less in accordance with similar

experiences in real life it may be, but both are true

to life in general incident, tendency and setting. All

such disclosures are valuable alike for the attention

they direct to the evils of what socialists call "cap

italism," and for the assurance they give that mag

azine writers and magazine readers are beginning to

understand. The significance of this type of magazine

fiction is emphasized by reports from the working

world like that of Mr. Hard and Miss Dorr and of

Charles Edward Russell in the February Everybody's;

by essays like that of William Allen White In tt-^

February American; and by the land monopoly ex

posures of Henry M. Hyde in the Technical World

(Chicago) for January and February.

In Wayland's Monthly (Girard, Kan.) for October

last, Warren Atkinson—a socialist writing in a so

cialist magazine—meets face to face, and with ab

solute candor and thoughtful consideration, the charge

that collectivism would do away with reward In

proportion to merit. He argues that on the con

trary merit cannot get its reward under capitalism.

To make out his case he must of necessity defend

competition, and he does not hesitate to do so. His

bureaucratic scheme for maintaining competition

seems rather awkward as well as unnecessary,

but his defense of the principle appears to be

without a flaw. "Socialism would not abolish com

petition," he says, but would find, "In the auto

matic action of supply and demand," "the true

key to equity In remuneration." When most so

cialists realize this principle, as this particular so

cialist already does, they will also doubtless realize

with him, as he declares it in the same magazine,

that the only need for collective ownership by the



February 5, 1909.
141The Public

people is "of the things which are necessary to their

collective industries to make them independent of

private control." When lis socialistic comrades

realize that much, they will probably turn with more

acuteness of analysis than many of them are as yet

inclined to do, to the crucial inquiry, What classes of

things are necessary? and thenceforth the journey to

their goal of "true equity in remuneration" will y.z

swifter and surer.

* + +

"In Switzerland this summer," said a Philadel-

phian, "I heard Charlemagne Tower describe the

stringent police regulations in Berlin. Mr. Tower,

by way of illustration, concluded with a little story.

"Schmidt and Krauss met one morning in the

park.

" 'Have you heard,' says Schmidt, 'the sad news

about Muller?'

" 'No,' says Krauss. 'What is it?' .

" 'Well, poor Muller went boating on the river

yesterday. The boat capsized and he was drowned.

The water was ten feet deep.'

" "But couldn't he swim?'

"'Swim? Don't you know that all persons are
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Henry George's Works (From ** E"*™™* by j«cquet Reich)
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strictly forbidden by the police to swim in tne had just given the last touches to a purple and blue

river?' "—Philadelphia Record. canvas when his wife came Into the studio.

"My dear," said he, "this Is the landscape I wanted

* * * you to suggest a title for."

"What's the trouble now?" demanded the janitor. "Why not call it 'Home'?" she said after a long

"more heat?" look.

"No," said the tenant of the latest skyscraper, " 'Home'? Why?"

"but I want these clouds pushed away from my "Because there's no place like It," she replied

windows."—Louisville Courier-Journal. meekly.—Glasgow Times.

+ * +
£ 4* 4,T "Do you dictate your speeches to a stenographer?"

The artist was of the Impressionist school. He "No," answered the statesman who appreciates
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Master: "What is the date of the battle of Water

loo?"

Pupil: "I don't know, sir."

Master: "It is a simple matter, if you haven't a

good memory, to employ some mechanical method

to aid you. In this case, for instance, take the

twelve apostles and the half of their number, which

makes eighteen. Multiply them by 100, that makes

1800. Now, take the twelve apostles again and add

a quarter to their number, which makes fifteen.

Add it all up together, which makes 1815, the date

you want. Quite simple, you see, and you can al

ways remember dates by using that system."—

Psychological Review.

V V *¥

Sadie: "How can youse afford t' sell furs so

cheap?"

The Merchant: "S-h-h-h! Dey vos Amerigan

goodts vot I buys aproadt, und brings back to dls

coontry. You gedt dem as cheap as der Englisber or

der Cherman."—Puck.

V *r *!•

Miss Astorbllt: "What is the matter with your

father? Is he suffering from seasickness?"

Miss Yellowbacks: "Oh, no; but it always makes

Pa blue to cross the Atlantic. It makes him so

sore to think that he can't buy up the land under

the ocean and charge the steamship companies big

rent for the privilege of passing over It."—Puck.

A New Bound Volume

of The Public

VOLUME XI

Complete with the issue of Dec. 25, 1908,

including Index,

Excellently Bound

uniform with the earlier volumes in

half roan, with gold vein paper sides,

is ready for delivery.

Price, $2.00

By express prepaid in the United

States, Canada, Cuba or Mexico, |2-50

THE PUBLIC, Ellsworth Building. Chicago

The Single Tax:

What It Is. and What

It Will Accomplish.

A straight-forward, succinct statement of the

Single Tax as an economic method, by

Judson Qrenell, of Detroit. <JMr. Grenell,

who is a newspaperman of long experience ,

knows just what people want to know,

and he knows also just how to tell it to

them. Price : Five cents a copy, postpaid ;

fifty cents a dozen, postpaid.

THE PUBLIC Book Dtpt, tlisworlh Building, CHICAGO

SPECIAL CLUB OFFER

WITH "LABOR AND NEIGHBOR":
We have on hand a considerable number of each issue of Volume XII to date, and we make,

until further notice, the following offers:

First—We will mail, FREE, to any address desired, one copy of " Labor and Neighbor " by

Ernest Crosby, for every new subscription to The Public, hereafter received, accompanied with

one dollar, which begins with the first issue for this year.

Second—We will mail FREE a copy of the same book to any one hereafter sending in a club

of three for $2.00, provided the new subscriptions in the club begin with the issue of January 1st

of this year. This applies particularly to those whose renewals are now due.

Third—To those who renew in a club of three before notice of expiration has been'mailed

by us, we will mail the same book FREE, and the new subscriptions may begin at any tim .

In any case be sure to give full address to which book is to be sent.

For description of " Labor and Neighbor " see opposite page.
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A Jewelled Ingersoll

A new product of the Ingersoll

System - as striking in relative

value as the »■ -

"Dollar ,?^=

Watch" A

 

 

 
tad just given the last touches to ^^^^^^_

anvas when his wife came Into th"""

"My dear," said he, "this Is the Ian wcl/ctf

)u to suggest a title for."

Why not call it 'Home'?" she said

Watch

and water-proof, and is alto

gether the best watch that $5

ever bought.

p*?'' Go to your jeweller's and see it.

Even a novice can distinguish its

quality. Compare it with others

at the price. If your jeweller hasn't it, send us his name

and $5 and we will send one by registered mail postpaid.

INGERSOLL WATCHES

Are the ideal watches for every-day practical use. They are

accurate and inexpensive, and they answer the requirements

of man, woman or child.

HI. INOERS<

7 FRANKEL BLDG., NEW YORK

„ . T -ne'? Why?" .

Here is Ingers.,se there's uo place like It," shty in a

jewelled watch of tPasgow Times. 'onally

accurate timekeeper t * * * {

It embodies features foui> >our speeches to a step - ensive

, , . , . 'the statesman who

models of other makes, has a cas _„ ' is dust-

iiilvr.

Pub,,.
 

 

giving In con*.

n A",*1, ^lth,0'-' S Sold

f historical \ f by g,, oop

~*V *• It a' dealers or

\r * sent postpaid

f by us.

Ingersoll

Models for

Everyone

Yankee - SI. 00

Eclipse - I.SO

New Thin

Model Jailor 2.00

Midiet.

Ladles' Size 2.00

VITAI ICCI IF?C is a book of over 70.000 words simply and
VII nL, IOOUUO scientifically treating 36 great questions

and "IT IS A GREAT BOOK." It is worth the value of true civic

intelligence, which is priceless; but only 25cts. fetches IT (and YOU),

It pays to buy and boost this book SCHOOL of STATESMAN

SHIP. Box 1, 3011 Prairie Avenue, CHICAGO.

Real Estate For Sal* and Exchange

EDWARD POLAK

4030 Third Ave. (New York City

-THE MOREWOOD

4924 Center Ave., Pittsburg, Penn.

American Plan $2 European, $1

Located in high-class residence section. Four min

utes walk to Shadyside Station, main line Pennsyl

vania R. R. Fifteen minutes by street car to busi

ness center of Pittsburg.

MAGAZINES&SSJ5®

$2.50
SPECIAL OFFER: Your choice

of one of 43 Popular $1.00 and $1.50

Magazines, and ($1.00) one dollar's'

worth of Single Tax and Economic

Books or Pamphlets for

SEND FOR PARTICULARS AND CATALOQS.

M. M. TIIVIBY, Conneaut, Ohio

/ FOR

($1.25

Fellowship Songs.

A collection of Hymns and Songs voicing

personal aspiration, civic and religious

purpose, social conscience and demo

cratic faith ; compiled by Ralph Albert-

son from such writers as Lowell,

Whittier, Kingsley.Tennyson, Mackay,

Carpenter, Markham, Massey, Crosby,

Mrs. Gilman and W. C. Gannett.

Ernest Crosby's last written words for The

Public were about these Fellowship

Songs. The review appeared in The

Public of January 5, 1907, which went

to press on the morning of the 3rd, the

morning on which he died. Of the

Songs he wrote, among other things:

Ralph Albertson's "Fellowship Songs" is an

admirable collection of the best liberal hymns

and poems, set to the best music Every

progressive group of thinkers—liberal church,

woman's club or what not—would do well to lay

in a supply of "Fellowship Songs" and practice

its melodies.

Haidiome itiiT cover with cloth back. It cti., postpaid.

THE PUBLIC, BOOK DEPT

Ellsworth Bldg. CHICAJJ.

Our readers are asked to mention THE PUBLIC when writing to Advertisers.


