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Chicago. Illinois, under the Act of March 3, 1879 The Political Spectacle in Illinois.
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Dunne .along a winding pathway up into a high

mountain, a very high mountain, and showed him

a beautiful political prospect, all to l>e his for the

asking. But Dunne was as true to his principles

and pledges as others were false to theirs, and the

policy of crushing instead of cajoling him became

a necessity. Accordingly, at the election of April,

1907, he was defeated. This was accomplished

with the "unspeakable" Busse as head center of

the coalition, and by means of the aroma of re

spectability and {he influence of loyalty to Repub

lican regularity which the Deneen "crowd" con

tributed. The Deneen "crowd" at that crisis sat

regularly in the game from which their cynical

partners are now quite irregularly "freezing them

out."

The second act of this drama was of minor in

terest ; but, like the skillful use of a pawn at chess,

it was of peculiar importance. It consisted in the

unlawful expulsion from the Chicago Board of

Education of enough Dunne appointees to enable

the coalition to pack the Board and control it in

their own business interests. This was part of

the game which, beginning with the bi-partisan

coalition to defeat Mayor Dunne, has advanced

now to a stage where the two wicked partners are

"freezing out" the confiding third. The seizure

of control of the Board of Education was an im

portant play in the game, because here are some

6,000 employes upon whom political and business

pressure may be subtly brought to influence poli

tical support; because here are millions of dollars

to be spent every year in ways that afford "honest

graft" for favorites; because here are scores of

thousands of dollars annually for school-land

ground rentals to be relinquished to the "right

people"; because here are innumerable other op

portunities for profit and power, none of which

the Dunne appointees were using themselves—

and, infinitely worse, none of which those mys

terious creatures could be depended upon to allow

others to use. So it was part of the policy of the

Busse-Sullivan coalition to make a bi-partisan

school board though they had to ride rough-shod

over the law to do it.

The Supreme Court rebuked their lawless "per

formance; but before that court could act the

Board had been brought under the control of the

coalition by appointments to the Board of Busse

Republicans and Roger Sullivan Democrats. Some

consideration of course was given to the Deneen

"crowd," which had furnished the coalition with

respectability—its most needed asset. That

"crowd" were allowed a few appointments on the

Board, and to retain their superintendent of

schools temporarily; but if the Board of Educa

tion is not completely Busse-Sullivanized already,

it probably will be within a year. Throughout all

those proceedings the Deneen "crowd" sat regu

larly in the game from which their cynical part

ners are now irregularly "freezing them out."

Their own State's attorney, Governor Deneen's as

sistant in that office and his approved successor

when he left it for the governorship, took a dis

gracefully active part in the game, while the rest

of his "crowd" looked on in silent approval.

The "freezing" process, the third act of the

drama, began at the primaries last Summer, when

Deneen's renomination was most vigorously con

tested. His victory there shifted operations from

the Republican to the Democratic side of the co

alition, which hit upon Adlai E. Stevenson, the

Vice-President with President Cleveland, as their

candidate for Governor against Deneen. No one

believes that Mr. Stevenson was consciously in the

deal ; but his personal popularity made him an ex

cellent stalking horse, and his advanced years

gave assurance of his being little more than a

figure-head Governor. When one of the more

candid engineers of this deal was reminded dur

ing the campaign that the Busse-Sullivan combine

had got Chicago in the hollow of their hand, he

boastfully replied: "Yes, and when old Steve's

elected we'll have the State there too 1" A good

many Democratic votes were cast for Deneen at

the election, not from confidence in him but from

fear of the coalition against him. It was this,

probably, that saved him from defeat; for his

plurality in the State was only 23,000, although

the head of his ticket, Mr. Taft, carried the State

by 180,000 plurality.

It is perhaps needless to say that the Deneen

"crowd" did not play in the Busse-Sullivan game

so demurely during the "freeze out" campaign as

they had done when the integrity of their avowed

principles, instead of the interests of their faction,

was at stake. For the Deneen "crowd" is a rather

conventional political crowd, ethically. They would

rather be right than "get left." If their loyalty

to the right is deeper than that, it has been out

of practice for at least two years. Now, however,

that the danger of "getting left" looms large in

the third act of the political drama we have out
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lined, they appear to be as righteous-minded as a

resolute martyr at a blazing stake.

* *

Chicago Traction Service.

Street car passengers in Chicago were surprised

eight or ten days ago to notice full page adver

tisements in some of the daily papers, proclaiming

many good things—good service among the rest.

The fact is that the service is very bad. Not only

are the cars cold in cold weather, but the very

pipes in them through which heat is ostensibly

distributed are also cold. In rush hours they are

packed with passengers, which may not be alto

gether the company's fault although this evil

should have disappeared entirely, according to

the franchise-negotiating promises of two years

ago ; but in addition, strap-hanging is common all

through ^:he day and service is irregular. Yet the

companies have the audacity to advertise in the

newspapers at great expense the good service their

patrons are receiving. Why ? Is there anything in

the wind which needs newspaper support or news

paper silence?

* *

An Elective School Board.

It is reported that a movement is under way to

secure for Chicago from the present legislature

the right to elect its own school board. This is

the" custom everywhere throughout the State ex

cept in Chicago. But in Chicago the politicians

and the saloon interests, co-operating with the big

and crooked corporations, have prevented the

adoption of this wholesome method. The reason

they oppose it is that women can vote at school

elections. They realize that Chicago women

would make quick work of the wretched system of

government which is now forced upon the public

school. No better measure for improving the

schools of Chicago could be urged upon the legis

lature than one for the popular election of school

trustees by school districts.

* #

"Modernism" and "Pragmatism".

"What is 'modernism'?" asks a puzzled corre

spondent. The best concise answer we are able as

yet to secure is that "modernism" is Eoman Cath

olic "pragmatism." And what, then, is "pragma

tism" ? That seems to depend very much upon the

pragmatist.

* *

The Eighty-Cent Gas Decision.

Exactly what the Federal Supreme Court de

cides in the 80-cent gas case (p. 41), as distin

guished from the mere dicta of the judge writing

the opinion, cannot yet be safely stated. The opin

ion has not been officially published, and the news

paper inferences are not to be wholly depended

upon. Judging from newspaper reports, however,

it would appear that another limit may have been

judicially placed upon the resistance of public

service corporations to official regulations of prices

for service as confiscatory. The court seems to

have decided that prices for service may be cut

down to a fair profit on actual cost. This ex

cludes all legal right to profits on franchise

values, so far as the corporation originally re

ceiving the franchise is concerned. But whether

the court decides that such profits would be ex

cluded with reference to corporations purchasing

franchises when they are expressly assignable, is

not so clear. If this point also is decided against

the corporations, then all public utility companies

are pretty well restrained from claiming an in

defeasible property right in profits on the value

of legal privileges for performing public service.

But if assignees of franchises may treat the pur

chase price as part of the cost of rendering public

service, this decision can be easily evaded as to

old franchises and as to all new ones that are

made assignable.

+ +

Do Trusts Promote Economy in Production?

In an hour of hilarious jubilation over the

ascertained fact, Mr. Schwab informed the world

that he was producing steel at a cost of only

twelve dollars a ton. That was at the time when

the great consolidations were being effected. And

now mark ! The chief justification for the trust

was stated to be the greatly reduced cost of pro

duction resulting. Well, the trusts have been or

ganized, and a long stretch of years has enabled

them to perfect their peculiar economies, to the

reduction of cost. But—Mr. Schwab declares

that it costs greatly more to produce steel than it

did when he first spoke! Would it be uncivil

to ask if Mr. Schwab is trying to discredit the

trusts' claim of greater economy in production?

* *

An Exposed Instance of Tariff Extortion.

Not long ago there arose a cry for a tariff on

coffee—an import duty of 5 cents a pound. And

now it leaks out that this cry, coming as a sug

gestion from the ways and means committee of

Congress, originated with a syndicate in close

touch with J. Picrpont Morgan, which controls

enough coffee to supply the American market for

two years. The purpose was to land their supply
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just before the proposed duty should take effect,

and then pocket the 5 cents or more a pound

which the imposition of that duty upon competing

coffee would enable the syndicate to extort from

American consumers. Some such scheme lurks

behind the whole tariff system. It is a method

of fleecing the "protected" people without their

knowing it.
*

+ *

A Typical Tariff Case.

Among the appeals of manufacturers to Sereno

Payne, the protectionist chairman of the Congres

sional investigating committee which has been

gathering "stand pat" tariff material, we beg to

commend the following from a manufacturing

concern in Elkhart, Indiana:

Elkhart, Ind., Jan. 7, 1909.—Hon. Sereno Payne,

Care Ways and Means Committee, Washington,

D. C.

Dear Sir: We are manufacturers on a small scale.

Our factory employs a force averaging about two

hundred and fifty people.

All over the country other factories of this class

employ from one hundred to five hundred employes

each. Individually, we are insignificant. As a class

we are, perhaps, the largest employers of labor in

the world. Among our number are manufacturers

of nearly every household and business necessity

which goes to the consumer In a finished condition

for use.

We believe that our case is typical. Our raw

materials are lumber, brass, copper, silk, steel of

various kinds, platinum, aluminum, mica, carbon and

other materials. On a telephone which we sell for

ten dollars we have to pay one dollar fifty cents

more for raw material than would be the case if

tariff duties were removed. Even with this handi

cap we secure foreign business in competition with

foreign factories, because our labor cost per unit

of production is lower.

If the tariff were eliminated our instruments could

be sold fifteen per cent cheaper than at present.

Competition would doubtless force us to give this

advantage .to the consumer. Lower prices would

stimulate consumption and increased consumption

would enable us to employ more people and to use

more raw material.

If the class to which we belong employed more

people and used more raw material, then the steel

factories, the brass factories and all others who

supply our raw materials would have to employ

more people to meet our demands. The wider mar

ket for labor thus created would tend to increase

wages and consumption.

We therefore ask for your influence In Congress,

in the interests of patriotism and the welfare of the

American people, to secure such action as will re

lieve us so far as possible from the present tariff

burdens.

Yours respectfully,

CHICAGO TELEPHONE SUPPLY CO.,

Per G. A. BRIGGS, Pres.

If all business houses that have no monopoly

were as alert as that house, the present unholy

alliance between houses with monopolies and those

that are in competitive business would cease.

There is no more community of interest between

the one kind and the other than there is between a

"holdup" man and his victim.

"Sunbeam" Prosperity.

We congratulate the "National Prosperity

Association of Cincinnati" upon "having accom

plished its mission." In an announcement of this

happy culmination of its work, bearing date De

cember 31, 1908, it "begs to retire until such

time as circumstances may justify a recall to ac

tive life." Unfortunately, the mission of that

cheerful organization was confined to Cincinnati.

This is the reason, we suppose, that Cincinnati

alone is now enjoying prosperity. At .any rate

we assume that Cincinnati is enjoying prosperity

from the fact that her "prosperity association"

announces the accomplishment of its mission. In

Chicago, where there was no "prosperity associa

tion" last Fall, but where the "vote for prosper

ity" was enormous, times are as hard as they were

a year ago. The same story comes from every

other city; even from Cincinnati it comes from

sources whereof the National Prosperity Associa

tion wots not. There is really reason to fear from

Cincinnati reports that this association has retired

prematurely, and from reports from other cities

that it should have extended more widely the ter

ritorial scope of its mission.

A report from New York City, circulated by

so conservative a paper as the New York Times,

and as late as January 7, 1909—a full week after

the Cincinnati prosperity association retired for

lack of anything further to do in the way of mak

ing prosperity,—tells a sad story in testimony of

the prevalence of hard times. The bread line at

the Bowery Mission had increased the night lie-

fore from 1,500 to 2,000, and was expected by

the Mission superintendent to continue so until

Easter. He said that times may not be worse

than last year, but they are just as bad, and that

"there is a steady flow of men out of work con

verging to New York from all over the State."

Nor are these men vagabonds. Among them are

skilled mechanics, used to earning five and six

dollars a day, who can't get a job at their trades.

They are glad to take dish washing jobs—and these

are "no jobs for an indolent man," says the clerk

of the Mission labor bureau, for "you stand over
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a steaming copper for twelve hours a day, scald

ing yourself if you aren't careful," and "then

about 2 or 3 in the morning you polish up the

brass kettles before they cool, and then split kin

dling wood for the next day, and carry up coal

from the cellar." But even this work at $1 a day

is hard to get.

*

What to do with the increasing army of the

disemployed in New York and everywhere else

(unless it be in Cincinnati) is -an awful problem.

But the defunct "prosperity association" of Cin

cinnati (Geo. A. Shives, chairman, and F. B.

Wiborg, treasurer) professes to have solved it with

half a million "sunbeams," and at the extremely

moderate cost, according to the card with which

it announces its triumphant retirement, of only

$1,061.33—less than 3 cents per dozen beams.

Messrs. Shives and Wiborg should resurrect their

miraculous "prosperity association" at once, and

let its "sunbeams" shine again, and shine broad

cast.

+ *

Senator Tillman's Case.

We doubt if it is possible for any fair-minded

man to read the President's accusations of Sena

tor Tillman, and Senator Tillman's answer, with

out sympathy with the Senator and pity for the

President.

*

The very chronology of the case makes for

Senator Tillman's vindication. While lecturing in

the State of Washington in October, 1907, he

learned that a real estate firm was filing claims for

clients upon Oregon lands which had been for

feited by a land-grant company that ostensibly

owned it; and he wrote to that firm of his de-

fire to make claims, and authorized a resident

of the region to act as his agent for placing

claims, for eight quarter-sections for members

of his family, to cost them, if finally secured,

about $.5,000, which the government would get.

His lawful right to do this was beyond question.

The fact that he was a Senator did not affect the

transaction. He and his family were citizens with

the same rights as other citizens under our land

laws.

+

But those circumstances brought to Senator

Tillman's attention the fact that millions of acres

of public land are held by land-grant corporations,

which, like that of Oregon, have forfeited their

titles. Consequently he did what it was his duty

to do. He brought the whole matter to the at

tention of the Attorney General and caused the

enactment by Congress of a joint resolution in

January, 1908, ordering the Attorney General to

institute proceedings for the recovery of these for

feited lands. Success in this litigation would have

enabled Senator Tillman or any other citizen to

establish claims to the Oregon land or any other

public land so recovered. The fact of his hav

ing already made a claim or contracted for an in

terest would, therefore, have added nothing to any

private rights which might be supposed to have

inspired his public activity in this direction. But

he had made no contracts. He had come to no

understanding in regard to any of the lands in

volved. On the contrary, he had dropped his

negotiations soon after they were begun.

*

The negotiations were revived by efforts on the

part of the firm with whom Senator Tillman

had begun them in the fall, but not until after he

had introduced his resolution directing the At

torney General to proceed against all land-grant

corporations for the recovery of forfeited lands.

Learning then that the Oregon firm looked to

him for public service in promotion of their pri

vate interests, he wrote them on the 15th of

February the only letter that can, by any stretch

of interpretation, imply a connection between his

personal desire to obtain $5,000 worth of the

forfeited land, and his official efforts to secure the

recovery by the government of all the millions

upon millions of dollars' worth of public lands that

had been forfeited by the faithless land-grant

corporations which still clung to them. But the

circumstances as well as the letter show that

neither official malfeasance nor personal turpitude

was contemplated by him or involved. Two days

after that letter, and again three days after it, he

received the information upon which, on the fol

lowing day, he cast the whole matter aside in its

private relations, and officially and publicly de

nounced the conspirators who were misusing his

name as a Senator to promote their interests as

real estate speculators.

*

Senator Tillman may well defy this attack upon

his good faith in trying to compel President Roose

velt's administration to recover for the public do

main from land-grant corporations, an empire of

forfeited land. President Roosevelt's administra

tion should have needed no prodding from Senator

Tillman to enter upon the performance of this

manifest but strangely neglected duty. President

Roosevelt's position would be pitiable even if Sen

ator Tillman were guilty of the President's accu-

r
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sations. So inconsequential would be Senator

Tillman's wickedness in laying lawful plans to

get in a lawful way eight quarter-sections of land

—1,280 acres—for' $4,000 or $5,000 to be paid to

the government, out of millions of acres recovered

for the whole people, even if he had laid those

plans ; so puny would have been Senator Tillman's

lie in saying he had not done so, even if he had

. lied,—so petty would these offenses have been in

comparison with the enormous land steal he was

attacking in the general interest, even if the of

fenses had been committed, that the President's

accusations could not have risen above the dignity

of an attempt to "draw a red herring across the

trail," as the Irish proverb puts it. But when it

appears, as it surely does appear, that there were

no wicked plans on Tillman's part, nor any lie at

all from his lips, what can be said? Isn't the in

ference strong, that Mr. Kooscvelt must be in

great need of material for diverting public atten

tion from the land-grabbing corporations to which

his political indebtedness is heavy? We repeat,

therefore, that fair minded men who read Presi

dent Roosevelt's accusations and Senator Tillman's

answer, will sympathize with the Senator and pity

the President.

Care of the Body.

A distinguished clergyman is reported as se

verely condemning the Emanuel movement by

preaching that "the" church of Jesus Christ" is

mistaking its function "when it becomes a hos

pital for physical repairs." But didn't its Founder

engage pretty exclusively in that kind of repair

ing? While it is quite true that care of the body

for the sake of the body is overdone, and for its

own sake may not be worth the doing at all, the

conclusion is hardly avoidable that the care of the

body as an instrument for its spiritual occupant

is of the very first concern.

+ * *

THE PRESIDENTS SALARY.

Senator Jonathan Bourne, of Oregon, justifies

his bill to double the President's salary, making

it $100,000 a year, by comparing the present sal

ary with the much greater salaries paid to some

corporation presidents. He thinks that the Presi

dent of the United States, "the biggest corporation

in the world, is certainly as big in the business of

government as a railroad president." He lays aside

all mere "sentiment," and views the matter as a

"business" proposition.

+

The senator is ludicrously unconscious of the

fact that a consideration of the problem from a

purely business standpoint would lead to the very

opposite of what he proposes.

There is no business need of increasing the

President's salary.

One year's salary of the President is enough to

support him in comfort for the remainder of his

life, leaving the rest of the salary for his four-

year term—namely, $150.000—for defraying

his private expenses while in office. But there

is no reason why he should spend even one-half

of his four years' salary of $200,000 while in

office.

Furthermore (still viewing the matter from

the business standpoint), no candidate for the

Presidency has ever even so much as hinted a

wish for an advance in salary. In fact, the honor

of the office would induce the best and most

capable of men gladly to undertake the adminis

tration even at a great reduction of the present

salary. Nobody will deny that. Then what

bvsiness reason is there for an increase?

Senator Bourne furtber says that the stress of

the official life is so great as to shorten the life of

the victim.

But, having disclaimed all regard for "senti

ment" in the discussion, why mention this? The

"business" argument would be: The shorter his

life, the less money will serve his future needs.

The fact is that Senator Bourne's argument is

purely sentimental, from beginning to end.

Comparing the salary of the President of the

United States with that of a great private corpora

tion president is even worse than sentimental—it

is an affront to the intelligence of the country.

Social equity is outraged by the salaries paid

to corporation officials. The power of the cor

porations to pay such fabulous salaries comes from

a practice of public exploitation, stupendous in

magnitude, intolerably oppressive ; a practice of

public exploitation that has been for years past

the theme of righteous denunciation by all honest

and right-thinking statesmen; a denunciation in

which the present incumbent of the Presidential

office has taken a leading part.

And the country expects Mr. Taft, the Presi

dent-elect, to continue the struggle to direct the

power of government as a curb to the menacing

power of the great corporations. Indeed, the

very same newspaper that gives Mr. Bourne's

speech contains the statement of a corporation
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magnate that his corporation ought of right to bo

subjected to government control.

I repeat, it is an affront to the intelligence of

the country to belittle the salary of the President

of the United States by comparing it with the

salary of corporation officials. The proper object

for comparison would be the average income of

the voters who elect the President to his high

office; and it would appear that the present salary

of the President is something over fifty times that

of the average citizen ! There, Mr. Senator

Bourne, is the business argument.

EDWARD HOWELL PUTNAM.

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE

THE SINGLE TAX IN DENMARK.

Olstykke, Denmark, Dec. 9.—The single tax move

ment is growing steadily in Denmark. Conferences

for the winter have been arranged by the single tax-

ers of Copenhagen, and some of these meetings, all/

well attended, have already been held. Our small

land holders—"housemen" (vol. Ix, p. 1013) we call

them, are waking up and coming more and more

clearly to recognize the validity of Henry George's

teachings. So pronounced is this tendency that even

our party politicians are unable any longer to ignore

the land value tax.

P. LAUSEN.

* + *

BRITISH POLITICS.

London, England, December 11.—I have had two

interesting experiences—one a discussion on the

taxation of land values at the New Reform Club.

The question at issue was not the theoretical one

of the equity of the proposition,—that was as

sumed as granted,—but whether the Chancellor of the

Exchequer will be able to make use of the principle

in his forthcoming budget to fill up the gap made

by a falling revenue and such new demands on his

purse as the old age pensions scheme. Sir Charles

Dilke was in the chair and spoke very well.

I suppose the reason the Scotch members are so

keen on the subject may be sought in the fact that

the distribution of land in Scotland is more outrage

ously unjust than in any other division of the United

Kingdom. At any rate Mr. Dundas White gave a

tremendously keen analysis of the difficulties attend

ing the question—such as that of spreading the tax

when several parties are interested in various de

grees and ways in a piece of land, as in the case of

a leasehold.

There seems to be a general agreement on the Lib

eral side that this is the next barrel to be tapped;

but the agreement is not so complete on the point

whether it shall be as a part of the budget, either

as an additional tax or as a substituted tax in place

of the inhabited house duty schedule of the income

tax for instance, or whether the attack on the land

lords should be reserved to be made the subject of a

special bill which the Lords would undoubtedly throw

out—-to their own destruction let us hope. Mr. John

A. Hobson spoke in support of the latter course.

It is calculated that the income derived from land

is not less than £120,000,000, so that a two-penny

rate would raise £1,000,000.

The second meeting I attended was at St. James'

Hall, a meeting of the Women's Freedom League to

welcome the "grille" prisoners on their release from

Holloway. These women sjoke so well I was pretty

nearly brought into sympathy over their grievances.

There was, of course, much reference to the Albert

Hall meeting of last Saturday which they had at

tempted to break up. This was a meeting of the

Women's Liberal Association, called for the very

purpose of advancing the cause of woman's suffrage;

and Mr. Lloyd George, who is known to be a whole

hearted sympathizer, was to bring a message on the

subject from the government. The women of the

militant association attended, and Mr. George could

not begin his speech until everyone of them had been

conducted to the street—a matter of considerably

over an hour.

These extraordinary women justify such mysti

fying conduct by saying that it is known a majority

of the House and of the cabinet favor their cause,

and all they ask of the Government is to start the

private bill which has already received a second read

ing, and let it come to a vote. This seems simple

enough; but the Government's answer is that the

passage of any bill widening the suffrage must im

mediately precede a dissolution, and that it is their

intention to introduce a reform bill to which, if the

House chooses, an amendment giving the franchise

to women can be appended, and which the Govern

ment promises not to oppose. This bill, however,

must wait until the time is ripe to carry the case

against the House of Lords to the country. Before

that time there is much needed legislation to be

attempted.

A. KENYON MAYNARD.

+ + *

FISCAL PROGRESS IN NEW JERSEY.

Passaic, N. J., Jan. 5.—As an example of the

growth of the single tax movement, this strongly

Republican New Jersey city of 40,000 inhabitants

may be taken. Frederick R. Low, Republican (Nev/

Idea) Mayor of the city, is a single taxer. This fact

has not been generally known to the people, but the

Mayor frankly admits it to those who ask him about

it, and in his second annual message to the City

Council he distinctly approved the direct land value

tax.

Following up his message, Mayor Low sent to the

Council the nomination of John Woods, a single tax

advocate for many years, and usually accounted a

Democrat in politics, to be assessor for the Second

Ward, displacing an old school Republican who has

held the office for twenty-four years and who has

been conspicuously friendly to the holders of large

tracts of unimproved land who have grown wealthy

through the rapid development of the city.

Mayor Low, in a statement to the newspapers, ex

plained that he thought that a change was needed
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In the Board of Assessors for the working out of cer

tain tax reforms with which he was "In sympathy."

In his message he called attention to a certain tract

of unimproved land in the Second Ward which the

city is desirous of taking for public park purposes.

This tract is valued by the Board of Assessors at

$21,900. But the owners, in their necessity, have

shown their books to the city authorities, demonstrat

ing that, according to the selling prices of contigu

ous tracts, the real value of the plot Is $66,000. They

say that, since the land is wanted for park purposes,

they will sell it to the city for $53,000, but for not

a cent less.

Mayor Low and Assessor Woods purpose getting af

ter the low values on unim proved land, and the serv

ices of experts in the single tax movement are to be

called in. It is believed that, had the landlords

known Mayor Low was going to appoint Mr. Woods

they would have used their influence to tie up the

Council which has the power of confirmation. Mayor

Low kept his appointment to himself; but, as it was,

three members of the Council voted against Mr.

Woods' appointment. The appointment is the talk

of the city.

The editors of both the daily newspapers of the

city are advocates of the single tax, and their edi

torial articles have frequently contained favorable

references. Both papers comment favorably on the

appointment of Mr. Woods. The Daily News (Ind.

Rep.) says: "Mayor Low's views on the subject of

taxation are also excellent. He sees, as many are

coming to see, that the present taxing system is not

entirely just, and he says truly enough that the task

of the assessors would be 'immensely simplified if

the tax were directly applied to the land alone.'

This cannot be done, however, without an amend

ment to the fundamental law. . . . Perhaps the

appointment of Mr. John Woods, of the Second Ward,

as a member of the Board of Assessors may be up

setting to some, as Mr. Woods is known to be a

single taxer, that is to say he favors the land tax

system advocated by the late Henry George. . . .

There is very much sound sense in the principle

which Mr. Woods advocates. His presence on the

Board, of Assessors can do no harm, and it may do

great good. It was time to inject a little modernism

into the Board of Assessors."

The Daily Herald (Dem.) says: "In the matter of

taxation Mayor Low has taken radical ground. All

admit that flagrant inequalities and injustices exist.

As to the remedy, there are differences, some of them

honest and many of them selfish. In trying to find

a remedy the Mayor should have the co-operation of

citizens and officials. To differ with him is no crime

but it would be unfair to criticise his plan before

it is unfolded. That part of his message dealing with

taxation will be most carefully read and will evoke

the greatest discussion and debate. It is a long way

towards what has been commonly called the 'single

tax.' That is that 'land' or rather 'land values'

should be the basis on which the proportion of rev

enue given to the community for taxes should be

apportioned. The advocates claim that both from

an ethical and an economic standpoint this is the

only just and practical method of a community pro

viding funds for community purposes. Economically

it rests on the fundamental principle that it is the

community which gives Ian d its value. When the con

verse of this is stated its logic is apparent. The

value of a lot on Broadway, New York, is worth half

a county in the wilds. It is nothing inherent in the

land that gives this value. It Is the presence of

popirtation. Ethically it is reasoned that since man

cannot create or make land it is impossible to im

agine him having the same property rights in it as

in something which his own effort has produced.

Land is the gift of the power that controls the uni

verse to mankind and all should have an equal right

to the use of that land. The right to use that land

is a right and privilege which only the community

can ethically grant and for that privilege rent or

taxes should be paid to the community. This shorn

of all technical phrase and minus detail is the single

tax theory. It is not a revolution as generally sup

posed but rather an evolution. It Its evident that it is

in this direction that our Mayor is headed. . . .

These conjectures are practically confirmed by the

Mayor appointing an out and out, unmitigated single

taxer in the person of John Woods. In speaking to

a Herald reporter, Mayor Low said, as he is quoted

elsewhere in this Issue, that he had some 'theories'

in regard to taxation. It is inferred that the Henry

. George logic has found some lodgment in the mind

of Mayor Low, and Passaic and other places will

watch developments with interest."

CORNELIUS W. KIEVIT.

NEWS NARRATIVE

To use the reference figures of this Department for

obtaining continuous news narratives:

Observe the reference figures in any article; turn back to the page

they indicate and find there the next preceding article, on the same

subject; observe the reference figures.in that article, and turn back

as before ; continue until you come to the earliest article on the sub

ject; then retrace your course through the indicated pages, reading

each article in chronological order, and you will have a continuous

news narrative of the subject from its historical beginnings to date.

Week ending Tuesday, January 12, 1909.

Republican Split in Illinois.

An open break in the Republican party of Illi

nois occurred on the 5th, which involves a com

bination between the Roger Sullivan Democrats

and tbe "Federal crowd" Republicans against the

Deneen Republicans. The break occurred in the

lower House of the legislature.

At the Republican caucus for organization of

the House, only the Deneen Republicans had at

tended. They numbered 55 out of 92 Republican

members, and nominated Edward J. Iving for

speaker. Claiming that the influence of Gover

nor Deneen had been exercised in behalf of Mr.

King to the extent of invading the rights of the

House, the speaker of the previous House, Edward

D. Shurtleff, led a bolt, and with the support of

Democratic members was elected speaker over
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Mr. King on the 6th. On the first ballot in the 13th'at 11 o'clock for a joint session for that pur-

House the vote was as follows : pose. Upon the coining into the Senate of this

King (Republican caucus nominee) 55 resolution, the Senate responded with a notice to

Shurtleff (bolting Republican) '. 24 the lower House (passed by 36 Republican Sena-

Troyer (bolting Republican) 6 tors against 13 Democratic Senators) that—

Kleeman (bolting Republican).. ... 2 on

Browne (Democratic caucus nominee) 62 0>clock ^ SemUe wH, ^ ^ -^ -^ ,n

Aosent or not voting 4 the haU Qf tne Rouse q{ Representatlveg ao that (he

On the third ballot Mr. Shurtleff was elected tern- returns of the election for State officers held on the

porarv speaker, and on the fourth he was elected 3d day of November, A. D. 1908, sealed up and

perm anent speaker by the following vote: transmitted by the returning officers to the Secretary

r ' J ° of State, directed to the Speaker of the House of

Shurtleff (bolting Republican): Representatives, be opened and published in the

Republicans 25 presence of a majority of each House, who shall for

Democrats 60 85 tnat purpose be there assembled as required by the

King (caucus Republican): Constitution.

Democrats ............................. 1 64 Tne PurP08e °f this peculiar action by the Senate

Troyer (bolting Republican) : was to avoid getting into a joint session at which

Republicans 5 a contest could be made in behalf of Adlai E.

Browne (caucus Democrat): , Stevenson, the Democratic candidate for Gover-

Democrats 2 nor, aganist Governor Deneen's re-election. The

Absent or not voting 7 Deneen Republicans claim that any other business

~~~ than perfunctorily witnessing the presentation ofthe election returns will be void.

Shurtleff's bi-partisan majority 8 * +

It is widely believed that this bi-partisan organ- Senator Tillman and President Roosevelt.

ization is part of a deal between Roger Sullivan A „„„0„r,n„„i .m..i, „.„„ j„ a i
r- i j i-T> t. i.i ■ • i A sensational attack was made upon Senator
Democrats and anti-Deneen Republicans, involv- m-i. .i 0.. u t> j ± -d m. j.
• _ „ . , ,, , , r, l .',, -c ,, lillman on the 8th by President Roosevelt, to
ing a recount of the votes for Governor at the Fall .• . ,,- m-,, ■{. ■, . „ ., a ,',,

„i£a; „ j j. .• ,,,,.„ n, which Mr. lillman replied from the floor of the
elections, and the seating of Adlai E. Stevenson q . ,, 11(, 1

as Governor in place of Deneen. Governor De- Benale on me Iltn'

noen declares his willingness to have a recount,

provided it is honestly made; Speaker Shurtleff Some days earlier, President Roosevelt had

denies that a recount is contemplated. The espe- written to Senator Hale a letter regarding the use

cial reason for the disruption is reported to rise of secret service agents, in which he incidentally

out of a contest in the Republican party over the made accusations against Senator Tillman. Sen-

control of deep waterway expenditures amounting ator Hale having refused to make the letter public,

to $20,000,000. The Deneen Republicans charge the President himself released it to the news-

that the bi-partisan organization of the House papers for publication on the 8th, and it appeared,

portends a union of corrupt politicians of both together with its exhibits, in the morning press of

parties for the purpose of making spoils of this the country on the 9th. The subject matter of the

huge fund. correspondence is a tract of 100,000 acres of land

granted to the State of Oregon by Congress in

After electing its speaker the House adopted the 1868 in aid of the construction of a military road

usual resolution providing for the canvas of the from Coos Bay to Roseburg, Oregon. The grant

votes for State officers in joint session on the 8th, required that the land should be applied exclusive-

but the Senate referred the resolution to a com- ly to the construction of the road, should be dis-

mittee and adjourned to the 12th. posed of only as the work progressed, and should

. be sold to any person in quantities not greater than

a quarter-section, and for a price not exceeding

The Republican State Central Committee was $2.50 per acre. The State of Oregon transferred

promptly called to meet at the capital, Springfield, this grant, on the same conditions, to the Coos

at noon on the 12th, the day of the reassembling of Bay Wagon Road Company, which constructed

the legislature, with a view evidently to adjusting the road but held to the land, refusing to sell any

the dangerous difficulty in the party organization, of it in accordance with the terms of the grant.

+ It did, however, transfer the land as a whole to

the Southern Oregon Company, which has also

When the two Houses reassembled on the 12th, refused to sell in accordance with the terms of

the lower House adopted another resolution for the grant. Consequently real estate agents have

canvassing the vote for State officers. It fixed the made applications in behalf of clients for quarter-
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sections in order to establish a basis for litigation

to recover the lands, altho litigation could be made

only by the government. Among those real estate

agents were Reeder and Watkins, of Marshfield,

Oregon, with whom it appears that one Bryan D.

Dorr, of Portland, became associated ; and it is in

connection with these persons that President

Roosevelt makes charges of attempted grafting

and actual lying against Senator Tillman.

Referring to the facts noted above, the Presi

dent's letter cites a speech by Senator Tillman in

the Senate on the 19th of February, 1908, calling

the attention of the Senate to a circular put out

by Dorr, which declared—

that the company in possession of the lands was

bound to sell them for $2.50 an acre, or upon their

refusal would be prosecuted by the government, and

that "among those who have spoken for a part of

this land is Senator Tillman of South Carolina, the

leader of the Democratic party in the Senate, a man

who usually gets what he goes after." Senator Till

man denied the statement of this circular and ex

pressed a wish for an investigation, and upon his

request the Postoffice Department, through its in

spectors, made an investigation. He stated in ref

erence to this circular: "I have not bought any land

anywhere in the West nor undertaken to buy any.

I have made some inquiries, as one naturally would,

in roaming through the West. I simply want the

people of this country to be put on notice that this

swindler at Portland has no warrant whatever for

endeavoring to inveigle others into his game."

The lying which the President charges against

Senator Tillman consists in the above statement

by the latter to the effect that he had not "under

taken to buy any land" anywhere in the West. In

proof of this charge and also as proof of bad

faith or attempted "grafting'' on the part of Sena

tor Tillman, the President transmitted to Senator

Hale several letters. In one of these, dated Octo

ber 19, 1907, from Mr. Tillman to Reeder and

Watkins, Mr. Tillman says:

I wired you from Wausau, Wis., as follows, and

write to confirm it: "William E. Lee, my agent, will

see you about land. I want nine quarters reserved.

Will forward signed applications and money at once.

Members of my family are entrymen. Letter fol

lows. [Signed] B. R. T." I write now to say I

wired Mr. Lee, who resides at Moscow, Idaho, to

go at once to Marshfield and see you about the land,

to locate quarters for the seven members of my fam

ily who are of age and one for my private secretary.

J. B. Knight, whom I desire to let into the deal, and

of course he wants a quarter for himself.

A letter of December 7, 1907, from the Lee men

tioned above, advised Reeder and Watkins that—

In case Senator Tillman gets in on this deal, with

some good land in the eight quarters we want, I

am satisfied that he can be of great help in getting

matters started from Washington, and cause the

government to get busy and do something along the

line you desire. He will set up such a howl that

it will be Impossible to do otherwise. This will be

important for your whole scheme, to have a man of

his influence here to aid you at this end of the the

line. By all means save a lot of good land for us,

as we intend to be of more value than any one of

the others in this matter.

On the 31st of January, 1908, Senator Tillman in

troduced a resolution in the Senate calling upon

the President for information as to any action

taken to recover from land-grant corporations, for

the use of actual settlers, lands which the corpora

tions held contrary to the terms of their grant.

On the same day, he introduced a joint resolution

directing the Attorney General to institute suits

for the recovery of all such lands. On February

15, 1908, Senator Tillman wrote to Reeder and

Watkins saying:

If I can succeed in causing the government to in

stitute suit for the recovery of the land and make it

easier for others as well as myself, I shall do It with

out regard to the dealings with your firm. I still

want to get some of the timber land, if It is pos

sible, and as It is probable that Mr. Lee or some

other representative of mine will be in your coun

try in the next two months we will leave the mat

ter of payment for the initiatory steps and subse

quent proceedings in abeyance for the present. Any

contract we might make will be entirely apart from

and independent of my work here in the Senate.

I will be glad for you to hold In reserve eight of the

best quarter sections of which you have definite

information, and I will in the meantime press the

investigation and other work here which will facili

tate the final purchase and in effect obviate the

necessity of your making any case in the courts

at all.

It was four days after this that Senator Tillman

stated on the floor of the Senate, as noted above,

in denouncing Dorr as a swindler, that he had

' not bought any land anywhere in the West nor

undertaken to buy any."

In his answer in the Senate on the 11th, Senator

Tillman summarized the President's accusations

in these terms:

First, he promotes me to membership In the Ana

nias club, and charges In effect that I have deliber

ately lied to the Senate.

Second, he charges that I have exerted my official

influence and work as a Senator for my personal

benefit alone, to secure the passage of a resolution

and to press the Department of Justice to bring suit

against the corporations which hold so much of the

public domain in the West, and will not sell it to

settlers under the terras of their grants from the

government.

In the course of his answer Mr. Tillman announced

that he would deal directly with President Roose

velt in a later speech, but that he would confine

his present one—incidental observations excepted
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—to his own case. He then proceeded to say in

substance :

My attention was called to this land while at Spo

kane, Washington, in October, 1907, and thereupon

I wrote the letter of October 19, 1907, to Reeder

and Watkins. I met Mr. Lee at Moscow, Idaho, and

talked with him on the subject, arranging that he

go to Marshfield and investigate in person, and au

thorizing him to draw on me if he found that the

lands were what they were represented to be.

Lee's authority as my agent never went beyond an

examination of the land, and if the application was

filed to see that I got good timbered lands instead

of rocks and marshes. After returning to Washing

ton in December, 1907, I let the matter drop, be

lieving it to be a very doubtful proposition, until

Mr. Lee showed me a letter frcm Reeder & Wat-

kins, which has been stolen from the desk in my

committee room, along with other papers in this

case, probably by some of the secret-service sleuths.

When Reeder & Watkins indicated their desire that

I should exert my influence in the Senate, I wrote

the letter of February 15. Meantime, and before

that letter was written, from my investigations and

after a conference with the Attorney General, I

introduced the two resolutions of January 31, one

calling on the Attorney General for information, and

the other, which became a law, instructing him to

institute suits. My official activity then is thus

shown to have taken form in the Senate before

I knew anything about Reeder & Watkins' attitude

or expectations, and I was in no way influenced by

them. I was still anxious to obtain some of the

land, if It could be done legally, and wrote Reeder

& Watkins to that effect, but my faith in them, and

In the whole scheme, died when I received the .cir

culars of Dorr, which came to me February 17 and

18, from three different directions, showing their

widespread circulation. Dorr, of whom I had never

heard before, was evidently pushing his scheme of

getting suckers to invest, and using my name with

out authority. I had not paid any fees to him, or

written to him, or filed any applications. I there

fore felt it incumbent on me to expose the swindle,

which I did in the Senate, February 19, and asked

the postoffice authorities to issue a fraud order.

I pressed the passage of the joint resolution in

the Senate, directing proceedings for the re

covery of lands from the land-grant corporations,

and April 30 it became a law. March 18 I was

taken ill, and May 16, after a partial recupera

tion, I sailed for Europe, returning October 21.

I have not attempted to deceive anybody. I have

not told any falsehoods. I have not broken any law.

I have not been guilty of any immoral conduct. I

had the right to purchase the land if, I could. I

would like to get some of it yet, and if the Attorney

General and his successors shall not die of old age

before anything is done, it may be possible that I

may have the opportunity to purchase some of those

timber lands of which he made mention in his re

port. Through my action attention has been direct

ed in a compelling way to the need of prompt action

by the Department of Justice. Whether I ever get

any of the land or not does not matter if Harriman

and others of that ilk are made to disgorge the large

holdings, which they have stolen and are attempting

to hold. And if they are made to disgorge by reason

of these suits, shall the fact that I was endeavoring

to buy a little pittance of the land be used as the

basis of a charge of being a liar and a corrupt Sena

tor to be disgraced? In conclusion I court the most

searching investigation. Nay, I demand it. I de

clare most emphatically I have never sought to con

ceal my effort to buy land; I spoke to the Attorney

General about it; I explained to the agent of the

secret service the whole transaction when I gave

him the Dorr circular and the letters which had been

sent me concerning it. The question of the motive

will at last control, and it cannot be shown that I

have any reason to conceal anything. I Invite com

parison of my private life and my public work as a

man and a Senator, with Theodore Roosevelt or any

other man, and feel absolutely sure of the ground

upon which I stand.

* *

The President and the Steel Trust.

In response to a resolution offered by Senator

Culberson and adopted by the Senate, requesting

Attorney General Bonaparte either to prosecute

the United States Steel trust for unlawfully ab

sorbing the Tennessee Coal and Iron Company

(vol. xi, p. 678), or explain his reasons for not

doing so, President Roosevelt submitted a message

on the 6th. In the course of his message the

President said—

As to the transaction in question, I was person

ally cognizant of and responsible for its every de

tail.

Along with the message he sent a copy of a letter

addressed by himself to the Attorney General un

der date of November 4, 1907, which gave the

following history of his part in the transaction :

Judge E. H. Gary and Mr. H. C. Frick, on behalf

of the Steel Corporation, have just called upon me.

They state that there is a certain business firm (the

name of which I have not been told, but which is of

real importance in New York business circles) which

will undoubtedly fail this week if help is not given.

Among its assets are a majority of the securities of

the Tennessee Coal Company. Application has been

urgently made to the Steel Corporation to purchase

this stock as the only means of avoiding a failure.

Judge Gary and Mr. Frick Informed me that as a

mere business transaction they do not care to pur

chase the stock; that under ordinary circumstances

they would not consider purchasing the stock, be

cause but little benefit will come to the Steel Cor

poration from the purchase; that they are aware

that the purchase will be used as a handle for at

tack upon them on the ground that they are striv

ing to secure a monopoly of the business and pre

vent competition—not that this would represent

what could honestly be said, but what might reck

lessly and untruthfully be said. They inform me

that, as a matter of fact, the policy of the company

has been to decline to acquire more than 60 per

cent of the steel properties, and that this purpose

has been persevered in for several years past, with

the object of preventing these accusations, and as

a matter of fact their proportion of steel properties
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has slightly decreased, so that it is below this 60

per cent, and the acquisition of the property In ques

tion will not raise it above 60 per cent. But they

feel that It Is immensely to their interest, as to

the Interest of every responsible business man, to

try to prevent a panic and general Industrial smash-

up at this time, and that they are willing to go into

this transaction, which they would not otherwise

go into, because It seems the opinion of those best

fitted to express judgment In New York that It

will be an Important factor In preventing a break

that might be ruinous, and that this has been urged

upon them by the combination of the most respon

sible bankers in New York who are now thus en

gaged In endeavoring to save the situation. But,

they asserted, they did not wish to do this if I stated

that it ought not to be done. I answered that, while,

of oourse, I could not advise them to take the

action proposed, I felt It no public duty of mine to

interpose any objection.

The President then proceeds with his message,

saying :

After sending this letter I was advised orally by

the Attorney General that in his opinion no suf

ficient ground existed for legal proceedings against

the Steel Corporation and that the situation had been

in no way changed by Its acquisition of the Tennes

see Coal and Iron Company. I have thus given to

the Senate all the information in the possession of

the Executive departments which appear to be ma

terial or relevant on the subject of the resolution. I

feel bound, however, to add that I have Instructed

the Attorney General not to respond to that portion

of the resolution which calls for a statement of his

reasons for nonaction. I have done so because I do

not conceive it to be within the authority of the Sen

ate to give directions of this character to the head of

an Executive department, or to demand from him

reasons for his action.

Senator Culberson met the President's message

on the following day, the 7th, with a resolution

asking the judiciary committee of the Senate for

an opinion as to whether the President had the

right to countenance the absorption of the Ten

nessee Coal and Iron Company by the Steel Cor

poration. He supported the resolution with a

burning criticism, in the course of which he said :

I don't care whether the President sat quiet, or

whether he delicately or strenuously intimated to

the Attorney General to let the transfer be made

without objection from the Department of Justice.

The law was violated just the same.

A motion to table this resolution was defeated

on the 8th by 47 to 16—the Senators in the major

ity being Republicans 25, and Democrats 22. The

resolution was then adopted.

* *

The Cleveland Traction Situation.

Nothing definite and important has occurred in

connection with the Cleveland traction situation

(vol. xi, p. 920) since our last report, except the

proceedings for election of directors of the Cleve

land Railway Company (the leasing company),

which is to take place at Cleveland on Wednesday,

January 27 next, at 3 in the afternoon.

The first step of a public nature in this con

nection was taken several days ago by persons in

terested in opposition to Mayor Johnson's plans

for street car service. They sent blank proxies to

the stockholders, asking the appointment of J. H.

Wade or Horace Andrews (the latter having been

president of the old monopoly company) to vote ,

stock at the coming meeting. Supporters of Mayor

Johnson's plans are now asking that any such

proxies be revoked, and to that end are sending

out blank revocations,

+

These associates of Mayor Johnson, in trying to

establish a low fare non-monopoly system, are

also requesting, by circular signed by Fred C.

Alber, 1609 Holmden Ave., S. W., Cleveland, that

stockholders in sympathy with them send proxies

to D. C. Westenhaver, or Thomas P. Schmidt, or

Fred C. Alber, at the latter's address noted above.

Following is the explanatory part of their cir

cular :

The authorities of the City of Cleveland, and The

Municipal Traction Company, have continuously

been endeavoring to place the stock of The Cleve

land Railway Company upon a fixed and assured

basis, with six per cent interest regularly paid, and

all speculative dangers removed from the stock. A

majority of those In control of The Cleveland Rail

way Company have persistently pursued a policy

of antagonism to this plan. At the annual meeting

of the stockholders above referred to, this and other

questions vitally affecting the value of your stock,

will be considered and acted upon. The attorney

for The Municipal Traction Company, Mr. D. C.

Westenhaver, or Mr. Thomas P. Schmidt, or Fred

C. Alber, named in the proxy, have consented to act

as proxy for such stockholders as cannot personally

be present, and who desire any one of them to act.

Your stock will be voted on all such questions in the

interest of a just and equitable treatment of the

same, and particularly to give the stock a stable

value, and to assure prompt payment of six per cent

dividends upon it.

All three of the men named—Westenhaver,

Schmidt and Alber—have been prominently asso

ciated with Mayor Johnson from the beginning

of his movement for low street car fares and

municipal ownership.

* *

Chicago Tax-Dodging Proceedings.

Judge Windes granted a mandamus in the 11th

against the Chicago Board of Review in proceed

ings instituted by the Illinois Tax Reform Asso

ciation (vol. x, p. 372) through Maxwell Edgar,

Henry M. Ashton and David K. Tone as its attor
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neys, directing the Board to levy upon the major

ity members of the harvester trust—composed

principally of the McCormick and the Deering

families—an amount for taxes and penalties of

$7,000,000. The Board of Beview—composed of

Boy 0. West, Fred W. Upham, and F. D. Meach-

am—had undervalued the stock of these members

of the trust in 1903, 1904, 1905, 1906 and 1907;

and upon that basis the suit was begun.

*

The holders of the stock in the harvester trust,

with the actual and par value of their holdings, as

furnished by Mr. Edgar, follow:

Shares. Par value. Fair value.

Cyrua H. McCormick 150,000 J15.000.000 % 7,500.000

Harold F. McCormick... 150,000 15,000,000 7.500,000

Anita McC. Blaine 150,000 15,000,000 7,500,000

Stanley McCormick 100,000 10,000,000 5,000.000

Mary V. McCormick 150,000 15,000,000 7,500,000

Nettle McCormick 150,000 15,000,000 7,500,000

William Deering 75,000 7,500,000 3,750,000

James Deering 75,000 7,500,000 3,750,000

Charles Deering 75.000 7,600,000 3,750.000

Richard F. Howe 25,000 2,5001,000 1.250,000

W. E. Jones 10,000 1,000,000 500,000

John J. Glessner 25,000 2,500,000 1,250,000

Total 1,135,000 $113,600,000 J56.750.000

This table, according to Mr. Edgar, shows the

holdings of the various stockholders on April 1,

1903, and the valuation is given at $50 a share.

April 1, in the two succeeding years, he says, a

fair valuation would be $6fr a share, and April 1,

1907, $75 a share. This would make a fair valua

tion of $84,937,500. Mr. Edgar contends that

there is due in back taxes for the years named

$4,500,000. The penalty provided by law for the

failure of stockholders to pay taxes as they become

due Mr. Edgar figures at $2,500,000. This makes

a total of $7,000,000.

* *

The Women's Trade Union League and the Gompers

Case.

The Women's Trade Union League of Chicago

on the 10th passed resolutions of approval of the

stand taken by Samuel Gompers, John Mitchell,

and Frank Morrison in the injunction proceed

ings before Justice Wright, identical in form with

the resolutions passed by the Chicago Federation

of Labor on the 3d (p. 39). The League also

promised to co-operate with the Federation of La

bor in holding a meeting in Chicago on Lincoln's

birthday, to protest against the judicial usurpa

tions involved in this case.

* *

A Sent Payers' Investigation.

At a meeting of the executive committee of the

Tenants Union of New York (vol. x, p. 993) held

on the 3d, at which Cornelius Donovan, president

of the Xfaion, presided, resolutions proposed by

Joseph F. Darling were adopted calling upon the

legislature to investigate—

rent paid for improvements on land and rent paid

for site values and privileges; the bearing of the

"unearned increment" as expounded by John Stuart

Mill upon the present system of landholding in this

State; the bearing on rent of the lack' of transit

facilities in this city; the present system of taxation

on vacant land in the city, and the speculation in

such land; the precedents existing in foreign coun

tries for limiting land tenures or land monopoly; the

effect of an exemption from taxation of houses val

ued at less than $3,000.

The resolutions also asked the legislature to have

the whole question investigated by a commitee on

rent, and to have the committee publish its find

ings for distribution.

Isolation for Sufferers from Sexual Disease.

A powerful movement for protection from sex

ual contagion has begun in Iowa. It is led by the

Women's Christian Temperance Union. Follow

ing are among the introductory declarations of

the petition to the legislature upon which the

movement proceeds:

More deaths in this State may be traced to

gonorrhea and syphilis than to smallpox, yellow

fever, diphtheria, scarlet fever and measles com

bined. From 10 to 20 per cent of the blindness in

this State results from these diseases. From 50 to

90 per cent of the inflammatory diseases of the

pelvis for which women are operated upon in this

State result from these diseases.

Among the bodies reported to have endorsed

the proposed law, which would declare these dis

eases contagious and infectious, and provide for

isolating and quarantining all persons afflicted

with them, are the following :

The Iowa State Bar Association, Iowa State Medi

cal Society, the Iowa State Dental Society, State

Society Iowa Medical Women, Iowa Congress of

Mothers, Epworth Seminary, Iowa State College,

Iowa State Normal School, Coe College, Tobin Col

lege, Buena Vista College, the Superintendent of

Public Instruction, Simpson College, Western Nor

mal Business Institute and Conservatory, Commer

cial Travelers' Congress of Iowa, the Travelers' Pro

tective Association of America, the United Commer

cial Travelers, Young Men's Christian Association,

the General Congregational Association of Iowa, Iowa

Unitarian Association, Upper Iowa Conference ot

the Methodist Episcopal Church, Waterloo Presby

tery Synod of Iowa, Iowa Universallst convention.

Colombia Recognizes the Independence of Panama.

Colombia (vol. xi, pp. 39, 134), Panama (vol.

xi, pp. 39, 275, 370) and the United States have

settled all matters in controversy between them,

according to the Associated Press dispatches of

the 5th. Colombia recognizes the independence
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of Panama, which agrees to pay to Colombia $2,-

500,000 in annual installments of $250,000 for

ten years as her share of the Colombian national

debt. The United States agrees to furnish this

money to Panama in accordance with terms of the

existing treaty between the United States and Pan

ama, the first payment to be made nine years after

date of the treaty. The treaty also permanently

fixes the boundary line between Colombia and

Panama.

* *

The Italian Tragedy.

Earthquake shocks still continue in the Mes-

sina-Reggio region (p. 34), and fever has risen

from the putrefactions of the demolished cities.

Wonderful to relate, living persons were still be

ing dug out from the ruins thirteen days after the

earthquake of the 28th. An impressive funeral

service was held at Messina on the 6th, when

Archbishop Barrigo blessed the grave of 1,300 of

the earthquake's victims. This monster tomb was

100 feet long and 30 feet deep. The bodies were

piled on each other and covered with quicklime.

It is reported that all earthquake orphans whose

status cannot be established, will be called the

children of the nation, and a bill has been intro

duced in the Chamber of Deputies, to provide for

them until they become of age. The Chicago

Tribune's London correspondent who has just

been at Messina, says that the most careful esti

mate he has been able to make of the death roll

from information gathered in the afflicted area,

and afterwards in official quarters in Naples and

Rome, places the figures somewhere between 200,-

000 and 250,000. Seven hundred millions of dol

lars will be below the actual property loss. The

Tribune makes the following summary, in Amer

ican equivalents, of the relief sent to Italy from

the various countries, up to the 10th:

United States ...S 3.600.000 Russia S 150.000

South America... 2.000.000 Belgium 160.000

England 600.000 Japan 84.000

.Spain 400,000 Germany 60.000

France 500.000 Turkey 40.000

Egypt 22.000 Austria 32.000

Balkan states 20.000 Italy (collected).. 2,000,000

Switzerland 180.000

Australia 1C0.000 Total $10,228,000

*

While the worshippers were kneeling in prayer

for the souls of the Italian dead, a very ancient

Swiss church at Sion, near Berne, collapsed on

the 10th, carrying down something like a hundred

persons to their death, in the crypt, under the

heavy ruins.

* +

China Still Advancing.

A nephew of the Chinese reformer, Kang Yu-

Wei (vol. xi, p. 801), Mr. Y. S. Wan, in an inter

view in New York on the 9th, said that it was a

mistake to regard Yuan Shi-Kai, recently removed

as Premier in the Chinese government (p. 37), as

a reformer. Mr. Wan says that not only is he

not a reformer, but he has worked against prog

ress ; and that it was he who caused the failure of

the progressive movement of 1898, betraying the

Emperor's plans for advancement to the reaction

ary old Empress, who thereupon reduced the Em

peror to a condition of helpless tutelage. Mr.

Wan has supreme faith in the continuance of the

forward movement in China.

The National Congress in India.

Each year during Christmas week there meets

in India an assembly of natives of India who de

sire for that unhappy country a stronger and more

conscious national existence. Sharp lines of de

marcation between the Moderates, who rely upon

the British government for reforms, and the Ex

tremists, who stand for home rule, broke up the

Congress of last year, held at Surat (vol. x, pp.

948, 1019). Since that meeting the Extremists

have suffered much, and their leader, Mr. Bal Gan-

gadhar Tilak, has been tried for sedition and de

ported. The Moderates, under the leadership of

Dr. Rash Behari Ghose, were in entire control of

this year's Congress, which was held at Madras,

December 28-30 (vol. xi, p. 879). Two thousand

delegates and visitors were present. Dr. Ghose

was chosen president of the Congress. A tele

gram from the ''grand old man of India," Mr.

Dadabhai Naoroji, approving of proposed reforms,

was hailed with tumultuous applause. The Con

gress kept itself closely within lines which could

not but be entirely satisfactory to the English gov

ernment. In his opening address Dr. Ghose de

clared that the Congress had never faltered in its

devotion to the Empire, and had refused to pur

chase unity at the cost of loyalty. He hoped that

a future president of the Congress would be able

to congratulate the country on the attainment of

colonial self-government; that, however, was a

very distant ideal. Recent proposals of reform in

the government of India advanced by Lord Mor-

ley, Secretary for India (vol. xi, p. 923), were

declared by Mr. Banerjea to go beyond their wild

est dreams. Protest was recorded against the re

cent partition of the province of Bengal. A reso

lution urging the development of Indian indus

tries, was carried, but no boycott on British goods

(an Extremist plank) was declared. The next

Congress is to be held at Lahore.

NEWS NOTES

—Walter R. Stubbs, Republican, was Inaugurated

as Governor of Kansas at Topeka on the 11th.

—Nationalism in Persia is still fighting, and a dis

patch pf the 10th from Berlin reports that Ispahan
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has developed into a storm center, similar to Tabriz

(vol. xi, pp. 471, 831, 851).

—W. W. Kitchin, Democrat, was inaugurated at

Raleigh as Governor of North Carolina on the 12th.

—Judson Harmon, Democrat, was inaugurated as

Governor of Ohio (vol. xi, p. 780) at Columbus on the

11th.

—Herbert S. Hadley, Republican, was inaugurated

as Governor of Missouri at Jeffarson City on the

11th.

—Thomas R. Marshall, Democrat, was inaugurated

as Governor of Indiana (vol. xi, p. 780) at Indian

apolis on the 11th.

—The International Association of Aeronauts, now

in session in London, expects to draw up "Rules of

the Air" for aeronautic use.

—The Presidential electors of every State in the

Union met at their respective capitals on the 11th,

and formally recorded their votes for President and

Vice President (p. 40)—321 for Taft and Sherman,

and 162 for Bryan and Kern.

—By an explosion in Joseph Leiter's coal mines at

Zeigler, 111., on the 9th, twenty-seven men were

killed. The explosion followed a six weeks' fight

with Are in the collieries which had just reached, it

was believed, a successful termination.

—Keir Hardie, labor leader in the British Parlia

ment, arrived in New York on the 9th for the pur

pose of lecturing at Carnegie Hall under the au

spices of /the Civic Forum,' on "The Revolution

in British Politics and Its Lesson for America."

—Though a two-cent postal rate now prevails be

tween England and the United States (vol. xi, p.

253), and between Germany and the United States

(p. 39), it is interesting to note that between Eng

land and Germany the five-cent rate still prevails.

—A conference of the unorganized and casual

working people of America and Great Britain is

called for January 22, 23 and 24, at St. Louis, un

der the auspices of the national committee for the

unemployed, of which James Eads How is chair

man, and Mrs. Cora D. Harvey (1417 Locust street,

St. Louis), is the acting secretary.

—Six men of Reelfoot Lake, Tennessee, convicted

as "nightriders" of the lynching and hanging of

Quentin Rankin, representative of the land owners

who had closed the lake to customary fishing, were

sentenced °n the 9th, at Union City, to be hanged on

the 19th of February. Two of their associates were

at the same time sentenced to 20 years' imprison

ment.

—On the death of the late Alexander Troup, ed

itor of the New Haven Union (vol. xi, p. 556), his

family commissioned the Burrelle Press Clipping

Bureau In New York to compile a memorial volume

as a historical reference. The volume, which con

tains all that the newspapers printed concerning

Col. Troup's life and career, has been completed and

delivered to the family.

—Hussein Kiazim Bey, first diplomatic envoy to

the United States from a constitutional Ottoman

Empire, arrived in Washington on the 9th. The

newspapers note that his dress is that of the Ameri

can business man, in contrast with the Oriental ap

pearance of former representatives of the Sultan.

According to the Ambassador the watchwords of the

new Turkey are, "Work, peace, and progress."

—Although a Parliamentary commission in 1906

reported in favor of the abolition of capital punish

ment in France (vol. ix, p. 825), the abolition was

never actually consummated, and by a recent de

cision of the cabinet the Imposition of the death

penalty, after a lapse of ten years, has been re

sumed. In accordance with this decision four mem

bers of an outlaw band were publicly guillotined at

Bethune in northern France on the 11th.

—Mary Agnes Siddons, the Shakespearean scholar,

who died at Washington, D. C, on the 8th, was the

widow of the author, the late J. H. Siddons, formerly

connected with the University of Virginia, and also

with Columbia University of New York. Her son,

Frederick L. Siddons, is of the Washington law firm

of Ralston and Siddons, who represent the Ameri

can Federation of Labor, and whose participation in

public affairs has made them known to readers of

The Public.

—Patrick Calhoun, president of the United Railroads

of San Francisco and director of several other large

corporations, appeared in court in San Francisco on

the 12th for trial on a charge of offering a bribe to

Fred Nicholas when the latter was a member of the

Board of Supervisors, the legislative body of the

city and county. The trial is on one of nineteen in

dictments returned against the railroad president

by two grand juries in connection with the Schmitz-

Ruef (p. 39) corruptions.

—The special committee of the lower house of

Congress reported on the 8th regarding President

Roosevelt's message on the use of secret service

officers (vol. xi, p. 919). Its report recommender".

that so much of the annual message as relates to

the secret service, together with the special mes

sage, which is described as unresponsive to the

inquiry and as constituting an invasion of the priv

ileges of the House "by questioning the motives

and intelligence of members in the exercise of their

Constitutional rights," be laid on the table. On the

8th this resolution was adopted by 212 to 35.

—In an effort to silence reiterated statements that

women do not want to vote, the equal suffragists of

the United States are engag3d in securing signatures

to a petition asking Congress to submit to the legis

latures of the several States for ratification an

amendment to the national Constitution which shall

enfranchise women. The work has been organized

on a larger scale than ever before attempted, and is

in charge of Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt, the presi

dent of the International Woman Suffrage Alliance,

who directs activities from a headquarters estab

lished for this purpose at 29 East 29th St., New

York City.

PRESS OPINIONS

Controlling the Newspapers.

Puck (New York), Dec. 30.—The World has served

notice on Mr. Roosevelt that it cannot be muzzled by

him. Now, without referring to Mr. Pulitzer's jour

nal, we may observe that there is small chance of
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Mr. Roosevelt muzzling the average newspaper. He

Is not the proprietor of a department store or a

theater, nor a heavy advertiser in any line. What

advertising he gets is free, and so he is not in "a

position to dictate to the business office of American

journalism.

* *

Governor Haskell and President Roosevelt.

The Springfield (Mass.) Republican (ind.), Dec.

31.—Governor Haskell was originally anathema

tized by the President for his alleged favoritism

to the Prairie Oil and Gas Company, and it is now

the opinion of all fair-minded persons who looked

into the matter that his record in connection with

Prairie Oil and Gas is better than President Roose

velt's. The Indian land cases were the next

weapon used In the Presidential assault upon the

Governor, and sometime the courts may decide

whether he was as black as the President, for cam

paign purposes, painted him.

to everybody. Labor unions exist to lower prices—

that is, to make things cost less labor than they do.

The Gompers-Mitchell-Morrison Case.

(San Francisco) Coast Seamen's Journal (labor),

Dec. 30.—In the final outcome of the case, the prin

ciple of free press and free speech will be vindi

cated; if not by the courts, then by the people. If

the higher courts shall affirm the verdict of Justice

Wright, they will but afford one more example of

the disposition of the judiciary to uphold might as

against right. Fortunately, the history which re

cords these instances of judicial oppression -also re

cords the triumph of the people over their oppres

sors, on the bench or on the throne, the triumph of

human law over mere statutory declarations, the tri

umph of the spirit of progress over the spirit of

the past. Sooner or later, the history of human

liberty will repeat itself In the Buck injunction case.

A Startling Prognostication.

The (St. Louis) Mirror (ind.), Dec. 24.—If Mr.

William Jennings Bryan wants to know one reason

for the overwhelming character of his defeat last

November, I can tell him that it was the great

slump of Catholic Democratic votes to Taft, be

cause of that gentleman's fair treatment of the

Church in the Philippines. Even the simple and

kindly nuns were working for Taft, in their con

vents. And let me say here, that this same Catho

lic church is going to play a bigger part in the

American politics of the Immediate future, for the

one reason that It is the one influence, the one or

ganization to which property can turn with hope

of help against the rising revolution for a better

distribution of the fruits of labor applied to the

earth. The Catholic church is dead set against so

cialism. It has what Protestantism lacks—authority.

It can enforce Us authority. It is the salvation of

Wealth. Protestantism is fissiparous and power

less. Catholicism in the United States is the pre

destined ally of the vested Interests.

The Purpose of Labor Unionism.

Chicago Examiner (ind.), Jan. 4.—Unionism ia at

bottom not a struggle for privilege; its abuses are

accidents and incidents of an attempt to incorporate

into society at large a principle that is as broad as

the base of social economics and absolutely indis

pensable to the progress of modern industrial so

ciety. Labor unionism stands for the Idea that the

true end and aim of the titanic labors of modern

industry and commerce is to raise the general stand

ard of living. It insists that we ought not to be

content with hustling for the sake of hustle, or be

ing busy for the sake of business. It insists that

business is not a success unless it actually avails

to lift the mass of men to a plane of dignity, leisure

and power over materials. It refuses to content it

self with the dazzling splendor of a thousand Croe

suses; it will have solid gains and honors for aver

age, ordinary men. In a word, it would cheapen the

good things of life and make them more accessible

(Lincoln, Neb.) Wageworker, (labor), Jan. 2.—

Justice Wright's decision is hailed by every union

hater as a great decision; it ought to be hailed by

every union man as the death knell of unionism

if it be not overruled. One has but to read the

decision as handed down by Justice Wright to see

the animus of the man who wrote it. Regardless

of whether the findings arc well founded In law,

the fact remains that the decision reads like a re

port of a speech for the prosecution. It is full of

denunciation, of abuse, and of ill-tempered language.

Its verbiage is such as to give ample excuse for

the growing feeling of contempt for the courts.

Our "Favorable" Balance of Exports.

(New York) Journal of Commerce (financial),

Dec. 15.—Exports, whether contributed by agricul

ture or by other industries, are only the means of

obtaining from other countries the products of labor

which they can supply to better advantage than we

can, to met some of the general needs of our people.

The more we get of those products in return for

ours the better is the purpose of exporting fulfilled.

It is to our advantage to get them in as great

abundance and at as low cost as possible, for they

are what contribute to the wealth of the nation

through a surplus of our own products for export.

What then Is the meaning of a "favorable balance

of trade"? Secretary Wilson evidently means the

excess in statistical value of exports over imports,

but that indicates one of two things. We are either

getting an inadequate return in the products of

other countries, or we are using a considerable part

of our surplus in paying debts in one form or an

other. We are not getting "a balance" in money;

and, if we were, there would be no benefit in that.

We have money enough. What we want is an

abundant supply and just distribution of wealth,

meaning that which is the source of human welfare.

* *

The Russian Extradition Treaty.

The (Grand Rapids, Mich.) Evening Press (Ind.),

Jan. 2.—It is more important that the United States
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should remain an asylum for the politically op

pressed than that any number of common criminals

should be hanged. ... It should be remembered

always with pride that the United States furnished

asylum for such political refugees as Kosciusko,

Garibaldi, Kossuth, Schurz and Siegel. It should

be remembered also that there exists no comity be

tween the United States and Russia in the business

of "keeping down the people." Any friendship

which results in dulling our sympathy with the op

pressed is one which had better be replaced by en

mity. Liberty and oppression never clasp hands.

The (Dubuque Telegraph Herald (Dem.), Jan. 4.

—Why the United States government, historically

the friend of the political refugee, should enter into

an extradition treaty with the barbarian Russian

government, thus opening the way to that govern

ment to falsely set up the claim that a patriot is a

criminal, passes understanding. The administration

which bungled into a treaty with Russia merits the

censure of every American valuing the historic prin

ciples of the nation.

RELATED THINGS

CONTRIBUTIONS AND REPRINT

ITALY'S NEW YEAR OPPORTUNITY.

For The Public.

O, Italy, in this thy sorrow's hour,

When the firm earth, failing beneath thy feet.

Topples thy cities in destruction fleet,

And what the ruin spares the waves devour,

Loosed from their bounds; and plague and famine

lour

Where fire and frost with death and famine meet,

And spectral madness laughs in square and

street,—

Even here, amid thy wreck, a dawn of power

Waits but thy word. While hands across the seas

Are stretched to yield thee aid, do thou proclaim:

"My swords I beat to plowshares. Hands like these

Will smite no more, now taught a worthier fame.

The men to whom my children's agonies

Have brought good-will, shall keep it in Love's

name!"

HARRY LYMAN KOOPMAN.

Providence, R. I., January-, 1909.

THE REAL SOCIALIST.

Miss Vida Scudder in the January Hibbert.

Philanthropists and revolutionists, idealists and

materialists, socialists and anarchists, confusedly

work together toward an unseen end. They are

still united for attack. When this work is done,

and the "forts of folly fall," the testing of the

ranks will be swift and sure. Then it will be

seen who is the true socialist, for we shall learn

which man is really at home in the world he has

evoked. Who can doubt that it will be he who

has trained himself spiritually for the new order

—who by watchful self-control has developed the

new social intuitions, the swift perception of that

delicate point where the pressure of his own claims

and powers might inflict injury rather than help

on others? This is the man who will make the

inner strength of the new state; and it is he who

will rejoice in the new order, not the impatient

man intent on self-development who is the chosen

hero of certain schools in letters and philosophy.

We shall know then that the real socialist is he

who has been actuated all along, not by egotism

or the instinct of revolt, but by the resolute long

ing for a state in which each individual shall be

competent to attain the highest point of develop

ment consistent with the general welfare. The

barren self-assertion, the helpless and violent tem

per of rebellion, the outcry against all that checks

private self-gratification, which for over a hundred

years have been mistaking themselves for a passion

for freedom, will find their logical executioner

where they think to find their patron.

INJUNCTIONS AND THE COURTS.

Rev. Harry White, . Pastor of Unity Church, Natick,

Mass., in the New York Evening Post of

December 31, 1908.

My friend Teufelsdroeckh, of Weissnichtwo,

grand-nephew of Carlyle's friend of the same

name, has just sent me his thesis for the doctorate.

The subject is "De Novo Morbo Americano," and

the thesis deals with a new American disease

which Teufelsdroeckh asserts is raging among the

Federal judges in the United States. The learned

doctor has given a name to the ailment, which, in

the vulgar tongue, would be "malignant injunc-

tionitis." It seems to be a disease of the eyes, and

to have a remarkable effect upon the vision of the

patient. It makes the vision abnormally keen on

one side; and, on the other side, destroys it en

tirely. It gives the eye a power to see property

rights which is superior to the best microscopes.

In fact, some sufferers from the disease have been

able to see quite clearly and distinctly property

rights which did not exist at all, even in paren

thesis.

But, while on the side of property and property

rights the power of vision is wonderfully and

miraculously strengthened, on the side of liberty

and manhood rights there is total and absolute

blindness. The patient appears wholly unable to

recognize any of those fundamental rights which

belong to the individual as such. Perhaps the

most peculiar phenomenon of all is the fact that

in extreme cases a human being is visualized as

the letter "S," with two vertical lines. "Human

rights" and kindred phrases are sometimes men

tioned; but, from very careful tests, it has been
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shown that these are mere sounds which are

vaguely remembered, and which are uttered in a

mild kind of delirium, without representing the

real content of the sufferer's present conscious

ness.

Teufelsdroeckh, with characteristic German

thoroughness and industry, goes into the history

of this remarkable malady, and tries to prove that

the microbe of "malignant injunctionitis" was

present as far back as the case of Dartmouth

College vs. Woodward. My learned friend may

possibly be in error in putting tbe origin of the

disease as far back as the Dartmouth College case,

but it is certainly fully developed in the Dred

Scot case, when Mr. Justice Taney was able to see

only property in Dred Scot, being entirely blind

to the Man in him.

As a cure, the author recommends a reduction

of the salary of all Federal judges to about eight

thousand marks (a little less than two thousand

dollars). He contends that this is the only way

to save the American Federal judges (their souls

and their moral vision) ; because they w-ould then

be forced to live so near to the great mass of

people that they would be restored to an apprecia

tive sense of the fundamental principles of true

Americanism. In this immediate connection,

Teufelsdroeckh has several pages in praise of "My

Lady Poverty" of St. Francis. I am afraid that

I do not quite understand the appositeness of this

allusion to St. Francis, but I am sure that it will

be plain to your readers and for their benefit I

give it.

DEMOS KRATEI.

+ * *

THUS SPAKE NEMESIS.*

For The Public.

Your revelry was for a night,

And when tiie morning broke,

Disheveled, spent by wasting lust,

I felled you with a stroke.

And now you're prowling in the dust

Like swine that sate their greed;

I stripped you naked to the hide

Because you would not heed.

Who am I that you stand in awe

Before my loveless face?

You know me not because I sent

A curse upon your race.

You jilted me for Liberty,

And wed her for a day;

And then forgot that I wait long

Before I ask for pay.

I bide my time, for I am cruel;

I love not nor regret;

But this one thing is mine to do:

I—I do not forget!

•This poem was called out by the statement made re

cently in the daily press that within ten years our forests

will be gone.

I watch you with a sleepless' eye,

For I have long to live.

No one awards me for my deeds,

Nor have I gifts to give.

You never looked with tender eye

Upon me standing near,

Expectant as a smouldering

To wither, warp and sear.

You never dreamed when flushed with gold

That I who am denied,

Return to haunt the very scenes

That were your vaunt and pride.

Revenge is mine, and I will pay

The last cent of my due,

And those who robbed me one by one.

Pay back with two and two.

You thought the virgin Liberty

Was kinless of her breed.

She pampered you and flattered you,

And spurred you to your greed.

You dug and cropped, you cut and lashed,

You stripped your mountains bare;

And knew not, counting every step.

That I was prowling there.

I make no mean to stay your lust,

Nor warn you with a cry;

I speak not till the thing is done,

For Nemesis am I.

I come at last when all is done,

And with one stroke I slay;

For you whose revel is at night

Forget the coming day.

JOSEPH LEISER.

<t> -f> <£•

TRUE FOREST CONSERVATION

DOES NOT DEBAR THE

CHRISTMAS TREE.

Chicago Inter Ocean of December 27.

The country's forests again have been called

upon to supply about 4,000,000 Christmas trees,

and again many persons have asked themselves

and have queried the United States forest serv

ice, "Is the custom a menace to the movement for

forest preservation ?"

In the millions of happy homes over the coun

try, where the younger generation has made the

Christmas tree the center of play since early Fri

day morning, there are many mothers and fathers

who have given the question more or less thought.

From Sunday schools, and other organizations

also, which hold an annual celebration around a

gayly trimmed evergreen for the benefit of the

little ones, has come the question whether it is

consistent to urge conservation of forest resources

and then to cut millions of young trees every year

to afford a little joy in the passing holiday season.
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'TTes, it is consistent and proper that the cus

tom should be maintained," has been the answer

of United States Forester Gifford Pinchot in ev

ery case. "Trees are for use, and there is no other

use to which they ought to be put which would

contribute so much to the joy of man as their use

by the children on this one great holiday of the

year.

"The number of trees cut for this use each year

is utterly insignificant when compared to the con

sumption for other purposes for which timber is

demanded. Not more than 4,000,000 Christmas

trees are used each year, one in every fourth fam

ily. If planted four feet apart they could be

grown on less than 1,500 acres. This clearing

of an area equal to a good sized farm each Christ

mas should not be a subject of much worry, when _

it is remembered that for lumber alone it is nec

essary to take timber from an area of more than

100,000 acres every day of the year.

"If is true that there has been serious damage

to forest growth in the cutting of Christmas trees

in various sections of the country, particularly in

the Adirondacks and parts of New England, but

in these very sections the damage clone through

the cutting of young evergreens for use at Christ

mas is infinitesimal when compared with the loss

of forest resources through fires and careless meth

ods of lumbering. The proper remedy is not to

stop using trees, but to adopt wiser methods of

use.

"It is generally realized that a certain propor

tion of land must always be used for forest

growth, just as for other crops. Christinas trees

are one form of this crop. There is no more

reason for an outcry against using land to grow

Christmas trees than to grow flowers."

The forest service upholds the Christmas tree

custom, but recognizes at the same time that the

indiscriminate cutting of evergreens to supply the

holiday trade has produced a bad effect upon many

stands of merchantable kinds of trees in different

sections of the country. Waste and destruction

usually result when woodlands are not under a

proper system of forest management.

Foresters say that it is not by denying ourselves

the wholesome pleasure of having a bit of nature

in the home at Christmas that the problem of con

serving the forests will be solved, but by learning

how to use the forests wisely and properly. The

ravages through forest fires must be checked, the

many avenues of waste of timber in its travel from

the woods to the mill and thence to the market

must be closed, and almost numberless important

problems demand attention before the Christmas

tree.

Germany is conceded to have the highest devel

oped system of forest management of any coun

try, yet its per capita use of Christmas trees is

greatest. The cutting of small trees for Christmas

is not there considered in the least as a menace

to the forest, but, on the contrary, as a means

of improving the forest by thinning and as a

source of revenue. It is therefore constantly en

couraged.

There is little doubt but that the time will come

when the Christmas tree business will become a

recognized industry in this , country, and that as

much attention will be given to it as will be given

to the growing of crops of timber for other uses.

This time may not be far off, for it is already

understood that only through the practice of for

estry, which means both the conservation of the

timber which remains and carefully planned sys

tems of reforestation, will it be possible to sup

ply the country with its 40,000,000,000 feet of

lumber needed each year, as well as the few mil

lion little trees used at Christmas time.

*g* -[■> if*

DEFORESTATION OPPOSED.

De trees dey dress up in dey bes',

A'drippin' wid de dew;

Dey save a place fer de Jaybird nes',

An' a home fer de Raincrow, too.

De birds, dey come—kase dey ain't fraid

In de Ian' Miss Springtime rule;

De River say he want some shade

Fer de water-lilies cool.

Dey des' reach out, an' dey call de breeze

Finn de eas', an' fum de wes',

An* de cattle thankful w'en de Trees

Say: "Lay in my shade an' res'!"

Oh, de Trees is good fer de fiel' an' town,

An' ter peace an' res' dey call;

Hit's des too bad fer ter cut 'em down

W'en dey shelters one an' all!

—Atlanta Constitution.

BOOKS

PRIMARY ELECTIONS.

Primary Elections. A Study of the History and

Tendencies of Primary Election Legislation. By

C. Edward Merriam, Associate Professor of Po

litical Science in the University of Chicago, and

author of "A History of American Political The

ories." Published by the University of Chicago

Press, Chicago. Price $1.35, postpaid.

The author of this book has made a place for

himself, not only in his university but also in

the public life of Chicago, as an expert in the

investigation and elucidation of fiscal and other

political facts.

The book itself traces the development of the

legal regulation of party primaries from 1866

down to 1908, and, summing up the general tend

encies of the movement, discusses certain contro-

/■
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versies and offers certain conclusions. In one ap

pendix some of the more important primary laws

are reproduced in full, while others are quoted

from; in another, those of every State Inning a

primary law are briefly characterized; a third

gives the bibliography of direct nominations; a

fourth cites important judicial decisions, and a

fifth lists all the statutes by years. It will be

seen therefore that the little work is of great im

portance if only for reference. But in addition

to its reference value it is attractive as well as

useful for its compact, direct, and lucid narra

tive of the development of party government from

the old-fashioned caucus and through the conven

tion period down into the minute regulations of

the direct primary laws of today.

To the usefulness of this narrative the author's

conclusions and suggestions are a distinct addi

tion. Perhaps we should not all agree with his

estimate of the political value of direct primaries,

in comparison at any rate with other methods of

choosing officials truly representative; but there

can be no reasonable dispute over his conclusion

that the direct primary system, though it signify

"the opening of a broad avenue of approach" to

democracy in party affairs, is "not the attainment

of the goal." There is danger in assuming it to

be so. On this unfortunate American tendency

to regard victory as secured when a law is enactedj

Mr. Merriam's comment is especially important.

It surely is as true now as it ever was, that "eter

nal vigilance is the price of liberty."

AN UNSATISFYING QUEST.

An Occulist's Travels. By Willy Reichel. R. F.

Fenno & Co., New York. Price, $1.00.

The author in his preface explains: "I am a

devotee of experimental occultism as understood

by Prof. Zollner of Leipzig, the late Dr. du Prel

of Munich, and Baron Helenbach of Vienna, and

I hold the view that in our age natural science

can only be convinced as to the existence of a

future life by experiment."

Having traversed France, England, Italy, Af

rica, America from the Atlantic to the Pacific,

Japan, China, the Philippines and Hawaiian Is

lands, in quest of such experiment, and as "an ex

pounder of animal magnetism and occult and

spiritualistic science," he proceeds in this volume

to give an account of his experiences and impres

sions while traveling in the United States.

Incidentally, Mr. Reichel, running garrulously

before and after his story of mystery, gives, from

his foreign viewpoint, quaint sketches of our

American cities and scenery, which are novel and

interesting. Of Xew York he says, for instance,

that no city in the world can compare with it for

beauty and grandeur, and he praises her magnifi

cent libraries and art galleries with an enthus

iasm unusual in a habitue of old world cities. But

neither here nor elsewhere did this "devotee of

experimental occultism" appear to find convincing

evidence of the existence of a future life through

die methods in which he sought the proofs. Very

wonderful "phenomena" reward his investigations,

but until he ceases to seek material evidence of a

future life on the merely sense plane, it is hardly

probable that he will find satisfaction in his ex

periments.

A. L. M.

BOOKS RECEIVED

—The Town Child. By Reginald A. Bray, L. C. C.

Published by T. Fisher Unwin, Adelphi Terrace,

London.

—The Gay Qnani of Gingalee. By Florence

Huntley. Published by Indo-American Book Co.,

Chicago. 1988.

—The Confession of Seymour Vane. By Ellen

Snow. Published by R. F. Fenno & Co., 18 E. 17th

St., New York. 1908.

—The Physical Bases of Mind and Morals. By

M. H. Fitch. Second edition. With numerous addi

tions and emendalions. Published by Charles H.

Kerr & Company, Chicago.

—Problems of To-Day: Wealth—Labor—Socialism

By Andrew Carnegie, author of "The Gospel of

Wealth," etc. Published by Doutileday, Page & Com

pany, New York. Price, net, $1.40.

PAMPHLETS

The Comstock Laws.

In a pamphlet (Free Speech League, 120

Lexington avenue. New York), preliminary to

a forthcoming book on the subject, Theo

dore Schroeder makes a statement of his

conclusions as a lawyer that the so-called

"Comstock laws," both State and national, are un

constitutional.

* *

The Cleveland Brotherhood Club,

It is not generally known that in the city of

Cleveland there is a club of paroled or discharged

prisoners trying to make a new start. Although the

president is Harris R. Cooley, head of the bureau

of charities and correction, the club came into ex

istence spontaneously as a self-organized ex-prison

ers' club. It has done really wonderful work in the

way of lending a helping hand with a brotherly

grasp. Its history and details of its service may be

found in a little pamphlet report of its third year,

which is published by the club at 440 Summit ave

nue, Cleveland.

+ *

British Land Value Literature.

One of the most energetic and effective agencies

in the world for the dissemination of literature on

land value taxation and kindred subjects, is the pub
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licatlon department of "Land Values," which has

offices at 13 Dunbar street, Glasgow, Scotland, and

71 North street, Keighley, England, and its princi

pal office at 376 and 377 Strand, London. Through

this agency there have recently appeared a number

of special pamphlets of exceptional value and at a

low price. Among them are John Orr's "Unemploy

ment, Its Causes and Their Removal," (2 cents) ;

W. R. Lester's "A Business Man's Question: How

Permanently to Improve Demand for Goods," (2

cents) ; and "Land Valuation," the plea of urgency

addressed to the British ministry by the United

Committee for the Taxation of land values (4

cents).

+ *

Causes of Indian Famine.

The Rev. Jabez T. Sunderland, whose fine ar

ticle on the new nationalist movement in

India appeared in the Atlantic Monthly for

October, explains the causes of famine in

India, in a pamphlet bearing that title,

much more satisfactorily than this is usually done.

He reasons away the common explanation of rain

failure by showing that the agricultural possibili

ties of India with reference to water supply "are

greater than those of almost any other country in

the world." Scarcity of food is not the cause of

famines either, for "there is never a time when

India as a whole does not contain food enough for

all her people." Even in her worst famine years

she exported food. The theory of over-population

fares no better. It is exposed as an absurdity.

The real cause of famines In India, writes Mr.

Sunderland, "is the extreme poverty of the people

—a poverty so severe that it keeps a majority

of all on the very verge of suffering, even in years of

plenty;" and this terrible poverty exists because the

people of India are exploited by bad government.

PERIODICALS

Equity for January (Philadelphia) embodies in its

record of direct legislation a model formula for a

direct-legislation amendment for State constitu

tions. It also offers a summary of the principal

requirements of the direct-legislation laws of Mon

tana, Oklahoma, Oregon, South Dakota, Maine, Mis

souri, and North Dakota. •

Edward W. Bemis, head of the Cleveland water

department, furnishes a precise statement of the

Cleveland traction situation to the Quarterly Jour

nal of Economics (Harvard University), for No

vember. In the same issue Prof. Carver makes

some gratifying economic statements in reviewing

Prof. Davenport's work on "Value and Distribution."

He who reads only to while away an Idle hour

may not find the Arena (Boston and Trenton) as

interesting as some of the other magazines; but
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whoever takes life seriously will find It both inter

esting and helpful. In the December number Carl

S. Vrooman writes of the railroad riddle, with the

plutocratic "opposition to a free and intelligent dis

cussion" of the subject as his keynote. In a differ

ent and yet unhappily related field William Saulsbury

tells some of the secrets of American journalism

which newspaper readers ought to know. The Rev.

Roland D. Sawyer's whitmanic verse, "The Wid

ow's Christmas," is bitter with the bitterness of

truth.

"It has always seemed to me," said Uncle Allen

Sparks, "that it's unjust to call 'em 'Ananias clubs.'

It Isn't quite fair to Ananias. He didn't actually ut

ter any lies; he only lied by Implication. He wasn't

really eligible himself to membership in an Ananias

club."—Chicago Tribune.

"You get twice as much pay as I do," grumbled the

elevator boy, "and it ain't fair!"

"There's a difference between us, Kid," majestic-

The Man at the Margin

Who is the Man at the Margin ? He is not one

man but many, and he stands at the

parting of the ways. <J In an unnatural

industrial environment, these parted ways

lead on to conflicts between Labor and

Capital. There is no conflict between

Labor and Capital, naturally; but in prac

tice there is a terrible conflict. What is

the reason ? <J Ask the Man at the Margin .

<J Here are some of the things he will

explain: the established order, the eco

nomic problem, land tenure, public fran

chises, wages, socialization of values, spo

radic socialism, omnisocialism.bisocialism,

equality of opportunity, individual initia

tive, and social solidarity. <J When you

have interrogated the Man at the Margin

you will say with Oliver R. Trowbridge,

the author of " Bisocialism " (in which

the Man at the Margin is the dominant

character) : " Behold the Man at the

Margin! Let him reign! "

"Bisocialism: The Reign of the Man at the

Margin," expounds economics in harmony

with the methods and habits of thought

of the Universities, but in the democratic

spirit. It is scientific. It is rigidly logical.

It is not academic merely, nor practical

merely, but both academic and practical.

The reasoning is convincing, the writing

attractive to the end. Dealing with ele

mentary principles with the simplicity of

a primer, the book considers contemporary

social and political problems on the plane

of contemporary statesmanship. A book

for professor, student, reformer, journalist

and political leader alike, it will be read

with interest and may be studied to advan

tage by such men of every economic and

political school — Democrat, socialist,

anarchist, single taxer, Republican.

The price of " Bisocialism" is one dollar, but we will

supply copies for sixty cents, and without

charge for postage.
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ally answered the elevator starter. "You're merely a

necessity. I'm a luxury."—Chicago Tribune.

* * *

A magnate is a man who is expert at getting hold

of things and never letting go. It is he that discov

ered the perpetual franchise. When conditions are

prosperous and Industries are running full tilt, he

takes all the credit and all the prosperity, but not

all the industry. When affairs might be better, he

gives us to understand that, were it not for him,

they might be worse. When affairs are in bad shape,

he tells us whose fault It is, makirg it very clear

that it is not his own. When they get better again,

he emerges from the scrimmage on top of the pile,

and explains that the resuscitation is due entirely to

his Infinite ability and resourcefulness.—Life.

"Why are you so vexed, Ima?"

"I am so exasperated! I attended the meeting of
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the Social Equality League, and my parlor maid to have been married. What will she think of me?

presided and had the audacity to call me to order Assistant: You were married. Don't you remember?

three times!"—Fliegende Blaetter. The ceremony took place at noon.

V V V "Ah, yes, to be sure. I recall now my annoyance

The Professor: Heavens! This was the day I was at losing an hour."—Life.

Let Us Be Your Servant

The principal function of The Public is accurately as well as compactly suggested by Lolloii

Hall in the following explanation of why it has his support:

New York, Dec. 20th, 1908.

1AM glad to support The Public because it does for me what I want to do and could

not do myself. 1} For instance, I am filled'with indignation at the proposal to make

me accessory before the fact to the death of Pouren and Rudovitz by our deliverance

of them to the Russian despot. But I have not time to call the attention of several

hundred editors to it, or of several thousand persons who really think, and who do

something in consequence of their thinking. The Public does that for me. <J I would

like to send a contribution to the renewed effort for liberty as represented by those two

Russians, but there are many objects collateral to the right to the use of the earth that

demand my support and I can not afford to help them all. My contribution to The Pub

lic gives me a share in the support of these tilings. <J A news item, like that utterance

of Dr. Woods Hutchinson of New York that we should leave the poor what THEY have

rather than give them what WE have, should be revived and recirculated—I can not do

that, but The Public does it for me. <| I would like to show my Christian Science

friends my appreciation of their rational journalism for intelligent people. lean neither

write them nor give it the weight of representative utterance. The Public has done

both, and I have only to mark copies and mail them, thereby commending our doctrine

to friendly eyes while commending theirs. C| In this issue (of the 18th) I have been

served in other such ways by the protest against executive treaty-making begun in the

excellent "understanding" with Japan. By the memorial article on Theodore Wheaton

with his telling rejoinder to "What do Workingmen want that they have not got?"—

" What have You got that you do not want?" By the recital of Garrison's explanation

of the need in reform of destruction in order to prepare for construction. By the account

of Chamberlain's success in making Birmingham so largely its own landlord. By its

review of Prime Minister Asquith's plea and plan for land value taxation in Great

Britain. By its intelligent summary of the Venezuela-Dutch imbroglio which I could

not dig for myself out of the column on column of mixed newspaper reports. And by

some other items: <J I do not agree with everything in The Public, but it saves me much

more in time and money than I spend on it. BOLTON HALL.

Is it not likely that a weekly paper which serves its readers as The Public has served Bolton

Hall, may likewise serve every other person, man or woman, who has a soul above the dollar mark

and a mind worth developing? We are glad that he says he does not agree with everything in

The Public We hope that no reader does agree with everything in it. It is not published to

do anybody's thinking for him, but to stimulate his own thought. If he does not agree, and makes

himself tell himself why not, the paper has been a servant to him. And whether he agrees alto

gether or no, the paper is a servant to him, if it gathers facts from all over the world which his

intelligence needs but which the newspapers neglect; and all the more is it a servant to him if by

condensing and explaining daily news reports it interprets the facts which the newspapers gather

in confusing fashion. The Public has been a servant to Bolton Hall in these respects, and to

thousands of others in the past ten years. Let it be such a servant to you and to your friends in

the coming year.


