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Tho barbers who are trying through their unions
to abolish "tips" exhibit good sense as well as selfrespect.
Thev oppose tips on the ground that
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Conservation of Natural Resources.
In an excellent editorial on the importance of
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The Popular "Recall."
Seldom has anything in political mechanism
proved more effective than the "recall" in the
Oregon Senatorial contest (p. 82).
A full
majority of both houses of the Oregon legislature
had pledged themselves as candidates to vote, if
elected, for the candidate for United States Senator
who should have received the largest vote for that
place at the general election. But when Repub
lican members found that they must either elect a
Democratic Senator or break their pledges, they
were inclined to break their pledges. To his honor,
be it said, President Roosevelt advised against this.
But Mr. Taft did not advise against it and his im
mediate political supporters urged that it be done.
And there seems to be every reason for believing
that it would have been done, if it had not been for
the "recall." On Saturday the pledged members of
the legislature were publicly warned that the "re
call" would be invoked against every one of them
who voted contrary to his pledge to his constituents,
and on Tuesday every one of them fell into line.
Let the legislature of Nebraska and the legislatures
of other States that are providing for the election of
United States Senators by the people, be sure to
establish the "recall" as an adjunct. What are
pledges to partisan politicians? Unless the re
calcitrant legislator can be brought at once before
his constituents for violated pledges, a law provid
ing for pledges to elect for Senator the choice of
the people, won't be worth in practice the ink it is
printed with.
* +
Clerical Gratuities.
By the recent decision of the Interstate Com
merce Commission, allowing railroads to issue re
duced and cheap transportation to clergymen who
are editors, professors, etc., etc., the corrupting in
fluences of railroads are extended. There should
be no special rates for clergymen,—or any one
else, for that matter,—unless given as an absolute
right. Even as a right, they are in the nature of
a tax upon the railroad-using community for the
benefit of a particular class, which is fundamental
ly objectionable. But privileges such as these, if
they go by favor instead of right, tend to create
a class of ecclesiastical defenders of railroad mo
nopoly who menace the public interests.
+ +
Mr. Tait's Prosperity.
The prosperity which was to have come in con
sequence of Mr. Taft's election, is now long over
due. Common observation testifies to the con
tinuance of the hard times, and the dilemma of the

charity societies confirms it. In New York, ac
cording to the Sun, the Society for the Improve
ment of the Condition of the Poor has appropriat
ed for February $20,000, whereas it appropriated
for that month of 1908 only $11,000, and for the
same month of 1907 only $7,000 ; and in Chicago
the charity pointers are of like significance. Accord
ing to a recent number of the Iron Age, there is
a feeling of keen and widespread disappointment
in the iron and metal trades, over the sluggish
course of trade. Collections are notoriously hard
everywhere; and even James J. Hill ia forced to
say (we quote him from the Minneapolis Tribune
of the 20th) that "general conditions ar.e not what
they should be," and "this isn't the time to prepare
for' the prosperity of the future." Continuing,
Mr. Hill explains :
There are many good men out of work. We are
all bragging about the wonderful conditions and I
tell you honestly that they are not what they ought
to be. There are wholesale firms that do business
to the extent of millions, but just ask them what
their net profits are and if they give out the in
formation you will be surprised. Take a certain St.
Paul firm which did business last year to the ex
tent of several millions. Do you think they made
$75,000? Ask them. Coming back to the men out
of work, do you think this firm I have just men
tioned wants to hire them? No. We, on this road
[the Great Northern] are now employing several
thousand men less than some months ago.

+
While we refer to Mr. Taffs election in connec
tion with these deplorable industrial conditions,
we do not condemn him for their persistence nor
imply that they would have been otherwise had he
been'defeated. Quite the contrary. These condi
tions are the result of economic maladjustments
that have produced six long periods (vol. x, p.
963) of hard times, to which they now add this
one as the seventh. What we do condemn Mr.
Taft for, is hie ungenuine appeals to the voters
of this country upon assurances he could not and
cannot redeem,—assurances that his election would
mean prosperity and his defeat hard times. After
the disingenuous campaign he made in this respect,
he can rais=e no criticism if people he fooled
denounce him for failure to keep his implied prom
ises. Those who were misled into voting for him
an a wizard of industrial prosperity, have a right
to denounce him as an evil spirit of industrial ad
versity. He himself threw down the challenge.
+

+

Crime and Judges.
An exciting controversy is in progress in Chicago
among the Municipal judges, in which, if the local
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papers are to be believed, one of the judges is be
ing "jumped on" by his associates. The lonesome
minority in this controversy is Judge Cleland. Just
what may be the animus of the almost unanimous
majority is not clear from the sensational news re
ports, but whenever Judge Cleland's voice rises
above the din it seems to strike a true note. Appa
rently he paroles first offenders of the minor sort,
on their good behavior, instead of thrusting them
into jail; and in defending himself he has made
this definite statement:
I will not send to jail for a trivial mistake a man
having a family to support, who is willing to be
come a good citizen, provide for his family and obey
the law. I will not impose a fine upon any man
merely to increase the revenues of this court. I
will not permit any person whatsoever to dictate
what sentences shall be imposed in the court over
which I preside.
If this declaration is indicative of the object of op
position to Judge Cleland among his fellow judges,
he should have the encouragement of the people and
be remembered kindly when his term expires. It
is well worth adding that Judge Cleland clinches
his denunciation of the system of imposing fines,
by explaining that 8,300 persons out of the 12,000
sent to the Chicago House of Correction last year
were there because they could not pay a $1 fine
and costs ; and that 2,750 more were there because
they could not pay a $5 fine and costs.
Chicago's Municipal Voters' League.
Further evidence of live work is coming from
the Municipal Voters' League of Chicago—the
league that won national renown by wresting the
city from the grip of "gray wolf" aldermen sev
eral years ago, and then dozed while a new and more
dangerous type of wolf, a breed of its own unin
tentional creation, got into the aldermanic den.
The report on Aldermen just issued by this League,
gives assurance that it begins to see that its own
cherished proteges have l)een getting altogether
too playful. It exposes some of them, rather
gently, to be sure, but with admonitions that sug
gest something more vigorous as a probability not
very remote unless they promptly mend their ways.
+ +
A Cowardly Judgment.
In commuting the sentence of Herman Billik
(vol. xi, p. 879) from hanging to life imprison
ment, the pardon board of Illinois and Governor
Deneen have indeed saved the life of a possibly
innocent man, but they have without any excuse
of necessity or prudence inflicted a penalty upon

that man which, if he be innocent, is grossly cruel
and unjust.

+
The crime of which this man was convicted is
the least pardonable of all crimes against life. He
was convicted of murdering several members of
a family with poison. The jury convicted him
by legal process of the murder of one of these,
thereby convicting him by moral implication of all,
for the circumstances were in each case the same.
But it afterwards turned out that an important
witness against him at the trial had probably com
mitted perjury. At any rate, the witness confess
ed and still insists that he did commit perjury and
that Billik was not guilty. He accounted for his
perjury by saying that he had been importuned
beyond endurance and with threats, by policemen
and official prosecutors of high degree.

+
Now, if there had been no other indictments
against Billik, the commutation of his sentence
to imprisonment might have found justification
on the plea of necessity or prudence, since he
would, if pardoned, go scot free though possibly
guilty, for he could not be tried again upon that
indictment. But the other indictments, resting
upon the same circumstances, afforded an oppor
tunity to give the man a new and a fair trial.
+
It is not creditable to the officials responsible
for the Billik case, that they have so carefully
avoided this simple way out of the dilemma of
pardoning a man possibly guilty or hanging one
possibly innocent. They should have been swifter
to remember that punishment of the innocent is
as truly a miscarriage of justice as acquittal of the
guilty.
+ +
Opportunities for the Unemployed.
The London correspondent of the New York
Sun tells of the success of Joseph Fels, of Phila
delphia and London, in promoting the establish
ment of labor opportunities near London for the
unemployed. Mr. Fels is described by the Sun cor
respondent as "a disciple of Henry George." His
interest in the George idea appears to have led him
to turn his attention from the patronizing forms
of charity for the unemployed which are conven
tional, to the release from monopoly of landed op
portunities that lie idle on every hand. Necessarily
crude as his experiments have been, they have suc
ceeded wonderfully.
+
One of the most notable is the Hollesby Bay La
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bor Colony on the Suffolk coast, which occupies an
area of 1,300 acres, and has cost Mr. Fels about
$200,000. He offered it to the Central Unemployed
Body for London three or four years ago, rent free,
with the option to them of buying within three
years at cost. They bought it before the expira
tion of the term, and are now suceessfully operating
it. Similar Fels experiments are described by the
Sun letter, all of them successful. A kindred re
lief movement which Mr. Fels is promoting in Lon
don, is the cultivation of vacant lots by the unem
ployed. Unexpectedly large results have been
achieved also along this line.

Underlying these relief experiments, the Sun
correspondent explains, is a scheme for building
up a class of independent farmers. But Mr. Fels
lias encountered an immense obstacle in the dif
ficulty of getting small holdings. He is therefore
intensely interested, as may be surmised, in the
movement for the taxation of land values. This
reform would break up the great estates, for the
owners could not pay the tax and keep their land
idle too. To get in this entering wedge, Mr. Fels
has placed $25,000 at the disposal of the Land
Values Taxation Committee of Great Britain, with
the understanding that they raise from other
sources another dollar for every dollar of this
they spend. So effective has_been the work of that
committee that the insertion of a land value tax
in the financial budget at the present session of
Parliament seems now a foregone conclusion. By
this bold policy, the Liberal party would at a sin
gle stroke provide funds for its old age pensions
and break up the great domains into small hold
ings. Not only that, but the industrial pathway
thereby opened would be widened and straightened
and be cleared of many an obstruction to further
progress.
* +
British Politics.
A concise and clear statement of the present
political situation in Great Britain was given by
T. P. O'Connor in his London letter of the 23d.
'•The radicals," he says, "on the one hand, are cry
ing for an immediate appeal to the country in a
general election on the question of the curbing
of the power of the House of Lords. They con
tinue to criticise severely all the proposals of the
Liberal Ministry, such as that suggested by
Churchill, to postpone the general election two
years more, and they hope to precipitate the elec
tion by such heavy taxes on the land and the land
lords in towns especially as will compel the House
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of Lords to reject the budget and make an appeal
to the country in a general election inevitable.
The immediate tariff reformers want the same re
sult for different reasons. They still hope that if
Lloyd-George should propose such extremely rad
ical land legislation, the House of Lords will be
compelled to reject the budget and make the elec
tion inevitable and immediate, but with protection
and free trade as the chief issue. Significant
preparations are evident everywhere for this mo
mentous struggle. There are meetings everywhere
and protectionists and /free trade lecturers are scat
tered over the country, candidates of the constit
uencies are being chosen, and the present members
are campaigning, while the speeches are becoming
more bitter every da v."'
It is regrettable that Mr. O'Connor can say, in
this connection, that "Ireland looks on calmly, be
cause, whatever the issue, she will be a sure gain
er." For these are issues of a character so mo
mentous that anything Ireland might by any pos
sibility gain in the way of earlier home rule, should
the landlord Tories win, would be more than'
offset by losses sustained along with the losses
of those people of England who are sympathetic
with the Irish people. When the issues of free
trade and free land are at stake in England, Irish
statesmen cannot look on calmly—not without in
difference to the best interests of their own people.
* *
Ferrero's Unconscious Repartee.
Among the banquets to which Ferrero, the
Italian historian, has been invited upon his tour
in this country, was one at the City Club in New
York. Since Ferrero is not only an historical
iconoclast, but also in the vagueness of ru
mor a mysterious species of socialist, it was
thought best to flank him at the speakers' table
with a competent plutocratic orator, prepared to
follow Ferrero's speech with an oratorical anodyne
if it got too socialistic. For this purpose John G.
Milburn was chosen.
+
Mr. Milburn will be remembered as the lawyer
who defended Czolgosz for the murder of McKinley, doing so by direction of the court. But in
order to appreciate what occurred at the New York
City Club it must be understood that he is now
one of the choicest of the choice collection of law
yers in the forensic pigeonholes of the Stand
ard Oil crowd, and that this fact was well known
to everybody at the City Club banquet except the
distinguished guest.
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The nearest that Mr. Ferrero came in his speech
to wounding anybody's feelings was in introducing
the subject of monopoly; and to such wounds as
this might have made, Mr. Milburn proceeded to
administer the proper anodyne. "We hear much
of monopoly in these days," he said, "and our
guest has mentioned it as one of the phenomena
of history. His allusions recall an evening not
long ago when I was glancing at the books in my
library and my eye fell upon a copy of Aristotle.
Taking down the volume, I turned the pages
idly until my attention was arrested by the story
of a foresighted man who had anticipated a large
grape crop by buying all the wine presses he could
find. The grape crop proved to be as large as he
had expected, and inasmuch as he owned all the
wine presses he was able to make a great fortune.
Such, you see, is monopoly in all ages—the re
ward of foresight."'
Everybody was duly impressed with this delicate
defense of monopoly, even if made by « Standard
Oil employe. But Ferrero, who probably knew
nothing about Mr. Milburn's professional connec
tions, was disturbed by the inaccuracy of the quo
tation. He begged therefore to be allowed to cor
rect Mr. Milburn, by explaining that it was not
wine that constituted the subject matter of Aris
totle's story, but oil.

POSSIBILITIES OF INDIAN NATION
ALITY.
Since October 16th, 1905, when "partition of
Bengal" was carried out by the British Indian
government, against the protest of the eighty mil
lions of Bengal, the people of India have taken an
advanced step toward nationalization. Whether
there is any possibility of accomplishment, is the
question asked from different quarters with various
motives.
Some contend that Indian nationalization is an
impossible thing, because there are many different
races of people with no common tongue, and the
masses are not well educated. The Indian people
themselves realize that there are very many dif
ficulties in the way. At the same time they affirm
that there is every possibility of Indian national
ization.

i

*

If we are to consider the lessons of history and
believe in the eternal law of progress we cannot
but acknowledge that party feeling and racial fac
tions die out with the awakening of the sublime
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spirit of nationalism. The history of the Unit
ed States of America, of Italy and of evolving
Turkey, furnish examples.
The people of India, especially the two hundred
millions of Hindus, have always cherished the idea
of universal rate toleration. The persecuted Jews
and Parsees, for instance, were welcomed with open
arms by the Hindus during the twelfth century.
So the race-question does not stand against our
nationality.
More than three-fourths of the people of India
have Hindusthanee as the common tongue, and the
Indian nationalists are attempting to make it a
common tongue all over India. In Austro-Hungary, Switzerland, Italy, Russia and the United
States, people speak different languages, but it
does not affect their nationality. We can venture,
then, to say that the language question will not be
a great obstacle to the movement for Indian na
tionalization.
The British government knows well that it is
easy to govern a foreign people by keeping them in
ignorance. So the people of India are denied the
opportunity of education. After a glorious Brit
ish rule of 150 years, only 9 per cent can
read and write. Even to-day the British govern
ment is checking all kinds of private educational
enterprise by drastic measures. Nevertheless we be
lieve that there is every possibility of Indian na
tionality because the majority of the people of In
dia, like the founders of the republic of the United
States, though they cannot read and write, are
educated up to the standards of nationalism.
It is the universal law that conflicting interests
cause disunion, but common interest strengthens
the tie of unity. The deplorable economic con
dition of India, caused by British exploitation, has
made the people understand the need for Indian
nationalization.
Nationalization must come sooner or later.
*
The nationalists of India have given publicity
to their ,program in three words:
"Swaraj" (self-government).
"Swadeshi" (development of Indian Industry
and commerce).
"Sikha" (national education in the broadest sense
of the word).
In explanation of this laudable program they re
vealed the idea of equal opportunity, self-preser
vation, and no starvation caused by foreign legal
ized pillage. This program is the result of thirtyfive years' constant labor of the Indian people.
+
The idea of self-government is nothing new to
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them. The village community system of the Hin
dus yet exists. About this village community sys
tem Lord Elphinstone and others remarked that
each Indian village was a tiny republic, and all of
them under a central government. The people of
India believe more in construction than in destruc
tion, so the national leaders of India are working
hard to revive the institutions of the old village
community system—village courts of arbitration,
and other factors of self-government, in smaller
units of the vast territory.
For the development of Indian industries, agri
culture and commerce, they are doing their best in
establishing factories, banks, agricultural societies
and navigation companies, under direct control of
the people themselves.
For national education they have established a
national educational council.
This council has
favorably pronounced upon adopting all that is
good from the western countries. Indian students
are going out to foreign countries to get the better
education which has not been provided for them at
home by the British government. Here they are
indebted to the people of the United States, who
are helping young men from India to get educa
tion in American universities, thus giving them a
chance to understand and assimilate the idea of
democracy.
Besides this, colleges, technical
schools, and primary schools, independent of gov
ernment control, are nowadays rising up in all
parts of India, assuring the success of Indian na
tionalism in time.
*
The most advanced thinkers of India cherish
the idea of establishing a United States of India.
When we see that Italy has not yet been able to
establish republicanism, where Mazzini and others
preached tine religion of the democracy of the peo
ple, we realize that we cannot say positively what
will be the future form of government in India.
But time will probably shape the destiny of Indian
nationalism toward a federation of differcntStatcs,
and, like Switzerland, with the popular initiative
and referendum.
The Indian people have no need of being con
cerned about" the result, because work will produce
the results.
TARAKNATH DAS.
Norwich University. Vermont.

+ + +
Thus I, for Instance, lost my lamp: because the
thief was better at keeping awake than I. But for
that lamp he paid the price of becoming a thief; for
that lamp he lost his virtue, and became like a wild
beast. This seemed to him a good bargain; and so
let It be!—Bplctetus.

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE
AUSTRALIA.
Corowa, N. S. W.t Australia, December 19th, 1908.
—The State parliament of Victoria passed the wom
an suffrage bill mentioned in my last letter (vol.
xi, p. 918), so the women of Victoria are now on a
political equality with those of the rest of the Com
monwealth. On fifteen previous occasions, bills to
give women the State suffrage had been carried
by the lower house, but were thrown out by the
Legislative Council (upper house).
The reconstructed State ministry of Victoria soon
came to grief. Shortly after it met the house, it
was defeated by a fairly large majority. The par
liament was then dissolved and fresh elections will
be held at the end of the month.
ERNEST BRAT.

NEWS NARRATIVE
To use the reference figures of this Department for
obtaining continuous news narratives :
Observe the reference figures in any article ; turn back to the page
they indicate and find there the next preceding article, on the same
subject; observe the reference figures in that article, and turn back
as before; continue until you come to the earliest article on the sub
ject; then retrace your course through the indicated pages, reading
each article in chronological order. and_ you will have a continuous
news narrative of the subject from its historical beginnings to date.

Week ending Tuesday, January 26, 1909.
A Historic Rescue.
A ship in dire peril calling for assistance far
over the wastes of waters and through the depths
of the sea, and great steamships from fifty to a
hundred miles away turning in a few moments
upon their courses and coming to the rescue, thus
securing the safety of nearly two thousand persons
—this is the reassuring story of the collision of
two Atlantic liners last week.

The White Star steamship Republic, on her way
to the Mediterranean, was rammed in a dense fog,
off the island of Nantucket, early on the 23d, by
the steamer Florida of the Lloyd Italian line,
bound for New York. Six passengers on the Re
public were instantly killed, and a few were in
jured, by the impact of the vessels. The Republic
was so badly cut into that it was believed that she
would quickly sink. Her dynamos wore immedi
ately put out of commission, but her wireless equip
ment included extra storage batteries of great pow
er, and instantly the wireless call for aid, "C. D.
Q.," moaning. "I am in serious trouble," was sent
in every direction. The Baltic of the same line.
about eighty miles away, the French steamer La
Lorraine, and the Cunarder Lucania, all heard and
instantlv turned on their keels to seek the Repub
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lie. Submarine bells on the Republic aided in find
ing her in the fog. Wireless messages were being
sent, in the meantime, by the Republic, to Boston,
Newport and New York. The Boston message,
which was a request for the revenue cutter Gres
ham, was "caught" by the Gresham at Provincetown, and in a moment she was under way. The
cutter Acushnet started out from Woods Holl, and
the Mohawk from New Bedford. In the mean
time, with great good order, the 461 passengers
were transferred from the Republic to the Florida,
most of them in very scanty clothing, and saving
absolutely no baggage. First cabin passengers and
steerage passengers fared alike; cost of tickets
made no difference in preference. Later, after the
arrival of the Baltic, it was deemed advisable to
transfer the passengers of both steamers from the
weakened Florida to the Baltic.
The Baltic
steamed into New York harbor early on the 25th,
and the lightened Florida arrived in the after
noon of the same day. Captain Sealby of the Re
public, and its second officer, refused to leave their
ship while she remained afloat. They were saved
by the Gresham when the Republic finally went
down in the evening of the 24th.
* +
No Extradition for Rudowitz.
Press dispatches of the 26th reported that Sec
retary Root had decided in the extradition case of
Christian Rudowitz (pp. 6, 12) that his alleged
offense in Russia was political and not criminal,
and therefore that he must not be extradited to
Russia for trial.
+
+
The Traction Situation in Cleveland.
At the regular council meting in Cleveland (p.
84) on the 18th, a motion hostile to Mayor John
son, which proposed ordering the City Solicitor to
frame a franchise providing for a temporary in
crease of fare throughout the city, was defeated.
The public meeting of the committee of the whole,
set last week for the 19th, did not convene until
the 20th.
*
When the public meeting convened on the 20th
Mayor Johnson explained that at a conference
with Judge Tayler, of the Federal court, it had
been arranged that a committee consisting of
Judge Tayler, City Solicitor Baker, John G.
White and Mayor Johnson should endeavor to
ascertain whether a certain plan of settlement pro
posed by Judge Tayler can be legally carried out,
and if so to draft an ordinance. The cardinal
points of this plan are that all questions of fixed
rates of fare shall be abandoned, and the fares be
so adjusted, varying automatically with earnings,
as to yield six per cent to stockholders, and no
more, the car riders to get the benefit of any finan
cial improvement above that rate of investment

profit. As the Plain Dealer of the 21st sum
marized the principal details of the plan, it is to
provide for "six per cent to the shareholders,
city control over the bookkeeping methods of
the street railway company," and "a rate of fare
that will vary with the conditions of the times" so
as to yield "the fixed return to the owners." In
presenting this plan Mayor Johnson expressed his
doubts as to its legality, but stated that he was
"in entire accord with Judge Tayler's plans to
limit any possibility of profit over 6 per cent," and
had no present concern as to the method adopted to
reach that result.
*
Immediately following the public meeting, after
questions had been put and answered, and the sug
gestions of Mayor Johnson approved, the commit
tee of four met at Judge Tayler's home and dis
cussed preliminaries.
F. H. Goff and D. C.
Westenhaver were called into consultation on the
21st. No further progress is reported. The
value of the stock was reported to have risen on
the 22d to 84, but to have fallen to 80 on the 23d.

+

*

Illinois Politics.
Since our last report (p. 84) seventeen ballots
for Senator from Illinois have been taken in joint
session. Five occurred on the 20th, when the vote
for Senator Hopkins ranged from 84 to 89. The
twelfth ballot closed the contest on the 21st, with
88 as the highest vote for Senator Hopkins. There
was no further balloting until the 26th, when the
17th ballot stood as follows: Hopkins, 85; Foss,
17; Mason, 4; Shurtleff, 14; McKinley, 1; Cal
houn, 1 ; Lowden. 1 (all Republicans) ; Stringer
(Democrat). 74.

+

+

The "Wide-Open" Tax Law of Minnesota.
By decision of the Supreme Court of Minne
apolis, made early in the present month, the peo
ple of that State are freed from the restrictions
upon taxation which have heretofore proved a
shelter especially for privileged corporations with
large landed interests. The court holds that the
tax amendment voted upon by the people two years
ago (vol. ix, p. 1091; vol. xii, p. 14) was adopted.

This amendment was proposed in 1905 by Wil
liam P. Roberts, in the lower house. Tt embodies
the principles advocated at about that time by
Lawson Purdy, now president of the Xew York
tax department. As will be seen from its text,
which follows, the amendment allows the legisla
ture to exempt any class of property, provided that
taxes upon any taxed class shall be uniform :
The power of taxation shall never be surrenderee
suspended or contracted away. Taxes shall be utt\^
form upon the same class of subjects, and shall \}^
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levied and collected for public purposes. But public
burying grounds, public school houses, public hos
pitals, academies, colleges, universities, and all sem
inaries of learning, all churches, church property,
and houses of worship, institutions of purely public
charity and public property used exclusively for any
public purpose, shall be exempt from taxation, and
there may be exempted from taxation personal prop
erty not exceeding in value $200, for each house
hold, individual or head of a family, as the legisla
ture may determine; Provided, That the legislature
may authorize municipal corporations lo levy and
collect assessments for local improvements upon
property benefited thereby without regard to a cash
valuation; and, provided further.
That nothing
herein contained shall be construed to affect,
modify or repeal any existing law providing for the
taxation of the gross earnings of railroads.
Adopted by the legislature and approved by the
Governor against the opposition of the powerful
corporations of Minnesota, this amendment was
voted on by the people in the Fall of 1906. A ma
jority of all the votes cast at the election was re
quired for adoption. The State canvassing board
declared the tax amendment carried by a small
margin, and the good roads amendment (voted on
at the same time) as having failed by a small
margin. On appeal to the courts, promoted by the
great mining interests, the District Court of St.
Louis county decided that enough votes for the
good roads amendment had been miscounted for
the tax amendment to defeat the latter and carry
the former. The miscount was due to some offi
cial negligence which had put. the tax amendment
first in order on the ballot, and the good roads
amendment first on the tally sheets. The court
based its decision upon a canvas of 651 voting pre
cincts out of the total of 2,670. Appeal to the
Supreme Court of the State has resulted, as stated
above, in the establishment of the tax amendment
as part of the constitutional law of the State.

Meantime, the amendment had been again voted
uion. at the election of 1908, when it was de
feated for lack of a sufficient majority. This re
sult is of no practical importance now. By the
Supreme Court's decision the way is now open for
progressive fiscal legislation. While the mining
and other great landed interests are conscious of a
severe defeat, the single tax agitators of the State
are delighted. They express themselves as consid
ering Minnesota as now '"the brightest field for the
single tax in the Union," because a favorable leg
islature may adopt land value taxation for
State and local purposes, abolishing every other
form of tax.

+

+

Last Annual Report of the Provisional Governor of Cuba.
On the 28th the United States withdraws from
Cuba and the provisional government dissolves
(p. 82). In his annual report to the Secretary of

War of the United States, for the year ending De
cember, 1908, Governor Charles <E. Magoon says
in regard to Cuban finances:
While on the establishment of the provisional
government in Cuba there was apparently $10,000,000 in the Cuban treasury, yet of this amount the
Cuban congress bad by special laws appropriated
approximately $9,000,000 for various public purposes
in addition to the regular budget. All indebtedness
of the provisional government up to and including
November 1 has been paid and discharged in full,
and it is believed that the provisional government
will close its administration without leaving a float
ing indebtedness and with a substantial balance
in the treasury. There have, however, been under
taken during the existence of the provisional gov
ernment, after the fullest consideration of the sub
ject by the President, the Secretary of State and
the Secretary of War, of the United States, two
large projects affecting the sanitation of the Island
of Cuba, involving an expenditure of probably $15,0(10,000. These works are the sewering and paving
of the city of Havana, and the installation of a wa
ter and sewer system in the city of Cienfuegos. The
expenditure made by the United States for the in
tervention and the extra cost of the army of Cu
ban pacification, maintained in the island during the
existence of the provisional government, amounted
on June 10, 1908, to $5,311,822, and this amount will
be materially increased before the termination of
the provisional government, and will be further in
creased by the withdrawal and distribution of the
troops now in Cuba.

+
Governor Magoon makes the following plea and
recommendation in regard to the wreck of the bat
tleship Maine, still lying in Havana Harbor (vol.
i. no. 1, p. 9) :
The sunken battleship is a serious menace to the
shipping of the harbor, as It occupies a portion of
tie best anchorage. The obstruction has Increased
annually during the last ten years by causing a
shcal. But more important than any obstruction
to navigation is the fact that this wreck, although
it contains the bodies of sixty-three American sea
men, or what is left of them, is apparently aban
doned and forgotten by the government and people
of the United States. Thousands of Americans and
thousands of other nationalities annually enter the
harbor of Havana, and probably not one omits to
express regret and censure for the deplorable spec
tacle. It has become a national reproach and an
international scandal. The neslect to remove the
wreck Is attributed by many, especially the large
Spanish contingent in Cuba, to the fear that its re
moval will disclose the fallacy of the popular be
lief that the Maine was destroyed by a torpedo or
mine instead of an interior explosion. So generally
does this opinion prevail that I believe the Cuban
government was deterred thereby from dealing with
the wreck as an obstruction to navigation of Its
coastal waters and destroying it. I earnestly rec
ommend that the United States government take
immediate steps to accomplish the removal without
further delay.
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Conservation of Natural Resources.
In a special message to Congress on the 21st, in
which he transmitted the report of the National
Conservation Commission (vol. xi, p. 579) Presi
dent Roosevelt reviewed the report at length. The
following are among his more notable observa
tions :
The rights to life and liberty are fundamental,
and, like other fundamental necessities, when once
acquired, they are little dwelt upon. The right to
the pursuit of happiness is the right whose presence
or absence Is most likely to be felt in daily life.
In whatever it has accomplished, or failed to accom
plish, the Administration which is just drawing to
a close has at least seen clearly the fundamental
need of freedom of opportunity for every citizen.
We have realized that the right of every man to
live his own life, provide for his family, and en
deavor, according to his abilities, to secure for him
self and for them a fair share of the good things of
existence, should be subject to one limitation and
to no other. The freedom of the Individual should
be limited only by the present and future rights, in
terests and needs of the other individuals who make
up the community. We should do all In our power
to develop and protect individual liberty, Individual
initiative, but subject always to the need of pre
serving and promoting the general good. When
necessary, the private right must yield, under due
process of law and with proper compensation, to
the welfare of the commonwealth. The man who
serves the community greatly should be greatly re
warded by the community; as there is great inequal
ity of service so there must be great inequality of
reward; but no man and no set of men should be
allowed to play the game of competition with
loaded dice. The policy of conservation is perhaps
the most typical example of the general policies
which this government has "made peculiarly Its own
during the opening years of the present century.
The function of our government Is to insure to all
Its citizens, now and hereafter, their rights to life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness. If we of this
generation destroy the resources from which our
children would otherwise derive their livelihood, we
reduce the capacity of our land to support a popu
lation, and so either degrade the standard of living
or deprive the coming generations of their right to
life on this continent. If we allow great Industrial
organizations to exercise unregulated control of
the means of production and the necessaries of
life we deprive the Americans of to-day and of the
future of industrial liberty, a right no less precious
and vital than political freedom. Industrial liberty
was a fruit of political liberty, and in turn has be
come one of its chief supports, and exactly as we
stand for political democracy so we must stand
for industrial democracy . . . We are trying to
conserve what is good in our social system, and we
are striving toward this end when we endeavor to
do away with what is bad. Success may be made
too hard for some if it Is made too easy for others.
The rewards of common industry and thrift may
be too small if the rewards for other, and on the
whole less valuable, qualities, are made too large,
and especially if the rewards for qualities which
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are really, from the public standpoint, undesirable,
are permitted to become too large. Our aim is so
far as possible to provide such conditions that there
shall be equality of opportunity where there Is
equality of energy, fidelity and. intelligence. When
there is a reasonable equality of opportunity the
distribution of rewards will take care of Itself.
The unchecked existence of monopoly is incompat
ible with equality of opportunity. The reason for
the exercise of government control over great
monopolies is to equalize opportunity. We are
fighting against privilege. . . . Public interven
tion in the affairs of a public service corporation is
neither to be resented as usurpation nor permitted
as a privilege by the corporations, but, on the con
trary, to be accepted as a duty and exercised as a
right by the government in the interest of all the
people. Our public land policy has for Its aim the
use of the public land so that it will promote local
development by the settlement of homemakers; the
policy we champion is to serve all the people legiti
mately and openly, Instead of permitting the lands
to be converted, illegitimately and under cover, to
the private benefit of a few. Our forest policy was
established so that we might use the public forests
for the permanent public good, instead of merely for
temporary private gain. ... I especially commend
to the Congress the facts presented by the Commis
sion as to the relation between forests and streamflow in its bearing upon the importance of the for
est lands In national ownership. Without an under
standing of this intimate relation the conservation
of both these natural resources must largely fall.
The time has fully arrived for recognizing In the
law the responsibility to the community, the State
and the nation which rests upon the private owners
of private lands. The ownership of forest land is
a public trust. The man who would so handle his
forest as to cause erosion and to injure stream-flow
must be not only educated but controlled.

The Public Land Question in Hawaii.
A portentous agitation has arisen in Hawaii
over the administration of the public lands. Its
character may be ascertained through a pamphlet
just issued by the Democratic central committee
of the territory, of which Ed. Ingham is chair
man and John Emmeluth secretary. From this
pamphlet it appears that the controlling purpose
of the existing public-land laws is to create
enormous estates and to foster coolie labor. The
pamphlet explains that—
the natural workings out of the law have eliminated
competition as to the great bulk of the land sold or
leased under it. The land has been sold or leased
in such large areas as to reduce the number of per
sons or even corporations who could bid for It prac
tically to the person or corporation which applied to
the Commissioner of Public Lands for the land to
be offered for sale or lease. As a matter of fact
the history of these sales of land or of. leases of
land, has been that the land offered for sale or lease
has been In such tracts, or so situated, that it was
not available for any one else than the applicant. It
is the history of the sales of land and of leases of
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all the best lands in the Territory, that rarely has
there been more than one bidder, and princely do
mains and thousands of acres of the best sugar
lands in the Territory have gone at one dollar above
the upset price, a price notoriously, in most in
stances, below the real value. In a few cases where
there has been real competition the prices realized,
either for the sale of the land or for the sale of the
leases, have been great advances on the upset price.
Practically, the only classes of cases where the
ostensible competitive feature of the law really
works out in practice, is where small areas for home
steads are put up for sale.

It seems also that the Territorial officials have
I fie powei1' to make secret exchanges of land, and
that in doing this they have grossly disregarded
the public interests. The "Lanai deal" is cited as
an instance. By this deal—
nearly fifty thousand acres of public lands on the
island of Lanai—the best lands on the island and
the lands containing the best water resources of that
island —were secretly exchanged for a few pieces
of property in Honolulu; and more than a hundred
native Hawailans were evicted from the soil on
which most of them were born, and all of them
had lived for years, as ruthlessly as the crofters of
Scotland or any peasants of Russia were ever evict
ed from their ancestral lands. The result of this
deal is that there are now two islands in this group
—Niiliau and Lanai—upon which no person, not even
an officer of the Territory or of the United States,
may set foot without the owner's permission.
Nominally this was not a secret deal, for the Ter
ritorial Governor called a public meeting to con
sider its advisability ; but he confessed that the
deal had been already negotiated and so far com
pleted before any intimation of it came to the
public, that nothing remained to do but exchange
the deeds.

+
As a typical case that of the Waianae sale is
described in the pamphlet. This land, about 900
acres, was sold by the Territorial Government to
the Waianae Company, a sugar-planting concern.
The circumstances are significant:
The land sold was described by the Land Com
missioner as "remnants," though as a matter of fact,
while It consisted of a number of pieces of land hav
ing separate legal descriptions, these were all prac
tically contiguous, forming in effect one aggregate
of land. A considerable portion of it consisted of
sugar cane lands that had been under lease to and
in cultivation by the Waianae sugar plantation.
Other portions consisted of pasture and wooded
lands used in connection with the plantation. And
another part was the site of the village of Waianae,
so occupied almost from time Immemorial, the land
being occupied by the villagers as public land with
out title in themselves, though in some cases title
to house lots and gardens had been secured. The
land was eminently suitable for division into small
holdings, It is so situated as to be readily adapted

for small holdings at very small cost by the applica
tion of the principles of the reclamation service to
it. If conditions were not ripe for its division Into
small holdings, it could have been leased to the
Waianae Company for a short term of years without
detriment to its highest usefulness as productive
land. Sold as it was in one piece It could not pos
sibly be made use of in that form by any Interest
except the Waianae Company, and as a matter of
fact there was no other bidder. The Waianae Com
pany (in effect Senator J. M. Dowsett), which had
applied for its sale, bought it at one dollar more than
the upset price, and at a price approximately of
seventy dollars an acre; though as before stated,
the larger portion of it Is fine cane land, there are
valuable water resources on it, and it contains the
site of a village of several hundred people.

The committee from which this illuminative
pamphlet proceeds is appealing to Congress to
amend the land laws of the Territory so as—
1. To abolish the power of the Territorial authori
ties to exchange public for private lands.
2. To abolish the power to sell lands (except
town lots) for a pecuniary consideration only, or
otherwise than by way of homestead for actual set
tlement—lands not yet in demand for homesteading
to be leased for short terms.
3. To establish a homestead system.
4. To attach to the alienation of all public lands
a condition running with the land that "they shall
be occupied and tilled only by American citizens or
those who have declared their intention to become
such."

+

+

Suffrage in Prussia.
The demand for universal suffrage is again to
the fore in Prussia (vol. x, p. 996). The social
ists held numerous public meetings throughout
Berlin on the 2-1 th to press the question, an inter
pellation upon which was scheduled to come up in
the Diet on the 25th. They also attempted to
form processions to make a demonstration before
the Emperor, but the police interfered. On the
following day they gathered in crowds, many
women among them, before the Diet house, but
were again dispersed by the police. Replying to
the interpellation in the Diet, the Minister of the
Interior. Mr. von Moltke, said the Government de
clines to discuss the matter because it is at present
engaged in making a thorough examination of the
question.

NEWS NOTES
—The fifth annual conference of the National
Child Labor Committee began its sessions at Chi
cago on the 21st.
— While taking dead bodies from the earthquake
ruins at Messina (p. 81) on the 20th. a man was
found who was still alive and breathing faintly,
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though unconscious This was twenty-three days
after the catastrophe.
,
—Henry George, Jr., is to present the single tax
theory to the good government class of the Church
of the Messiah at 34th street and Park avenue, New
York City, at 12:30 p. m., Sunday, Feb. 14th.
—Herman Billik, five times sentenced to death
(vol. xl, p. 879.) for the murder of Mary Vrzal, had
his sentence commuted by Governor Deneen to im
prisonment for life on the 23rd, six days before the
time set for his execution by hanging.
—The lower house of the Nebraska Legislature
adopted on the 22nd a report of the committee of
the whole, which recommends the Humphreys bill
—expected to pass both Houses—for the election of
United States Senators by the Oregon plan.
—A conference on the care of dependent children
was held at the White House in Washington on the
25th. About 200 delegates were in attendance, and
the first session was opened by President Roose
velt Among the speakers were Jane Addams and
Booker T. Washington.
—The State senate of Arkansas has adopted a
joint resolution on the 22nd providing for the ini
tiative and referendum as a part of the Constitu
tion of Arkansas. The resolution provides for the
submission of the question to the voters of the State
at the next general election.
—The Russian government has put the district
of Turokhansk, far in the north of Siberia, under
martial law (p. 86) because of discontent and up
risings among the political exiles quartered there.
The exiles complain of harsh treatment on the part
of officials, especially toward the women exiles.
—A resolution providing for the establishment
of a school of citizenship at the University of Ne
braska was introduced on the 22nd by Senator Mil
ler in the Nebraskan Legislature. The plan con
templates the erection of a building for the new
department. Members of the board of regents are
opposed to the proposition.
—Earthquakes (p. 81) and volcanic activity are
reported from many widely distant parts of the
world. A serious shock caused some deaths and
did great damage in an agricultural district of Asi
atic Turkey on the 19th. On the night of the 22d23rd, seismographs in Europe and America recorded
a shock of great intensity that cannot be located,
but is believed to have occurred in western Asia,
probably in a sparsely inhabited region.
—Under the popular "recall" feature of the Los
Angeles charter the Municipal League of Los An
geles decided on the 20th, by a vote of 207 to 4, to
circulate a petition for the recall of Arthur C. Har
per as Mayor. Mayor Harper is accused of pro
tecting vice and of turning the management of a
large aqueduct project over to corrupt politicians.
To compel an election for his recall, about 8,000
signatures to the petition wllLbe required.
—Miss Lind-af-Hageby, a young Anglo-Swede wom
an, who has taken up as her life work the pro
tection of animals and the suppression of vivisec
tion, and who has been mainly instrumental in or
ganizing an international anti-vivisection congress
(o be held in London in tbe summer, sailed on board
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the Mauretania for New York on the 23rd.- She
will be ten days in America, and is to lecture in
New York, Boston, Philadelphia and Washington.
—A club for social reformers of more or less di
verse views but sympathetic tendencies has been
organized at New York with a membership of 250.
The clubhouse is at 103 East Nineteenth street.
Among the members are Lincoln Steffens, Robert
Hunter, Charles E. Russell, John Spargo, J. G.
Phelps Stokes, Ernest Poole, Arthur Bullard, Wil
liam English Walling, Professor Franklin H. Giddings, Miss Charlotte Teller and Mrs. Charlotte
Perkins Gilman.
—The Massachusetts Single Tax League at its an
nual meeting on the 18th at Tremont Temple, Bos
ton, elected the following officers: President, Jas
R. Carret; secretary, Hartley Dennett; treasurer.
Professor Comfort A. Adams; executive committee,
William Lloyd Garrison, M. C. O'Neill, Professor L.
J. Johnson, Henry Sterling, Walter J. Isidor, Edward
Doherty. The professors on the list are Harvard
men. C. B. Fillebrown, for some years president, re
fused to be a candidate for re-election.
—By an explosion and conflagration at a tempo
rary tunnel construction station banging over the
waters of Lake Michigan a mile and a half out from
Chicago, about sixty men lost their lives on the
20th. Forty-eight men were rescued, some of them
shockingly Injured; many are missing; and the frag
ments of forty-seven bodies were recovered and
burled together in a common grave in a South Chi
cago cemetery. The station does not seem to have
been properly safe-guarded against Are.
—The centenary of the birth of Edgar Allen
Poe was celebrated on the 19th in Boston, the city
of his birth, at the Boston University; also at th<>
University of Virginia, at Charlottesville, which was
his college ; and In New York, the city where many
of the later years of his life were spent, at both
the University of New York and Columbia Univer
sity, and by the unveiling of a bust of the poet; and
at Brown University, at Providence, which pos
sesses mementoes of him. Wreaths were placed
on his grave at Baltimore.
—The monthly statement of the United States
Treasury Department (vol. xi, p. 902) for December.
1908, shows the following thus far for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 1909:
Gold reserve fund
Available cash balance

3150,000.000.00
169,501,417.34

Total
$319,501, 417.34
On hand at close of last fiscal year, June 30.
1908
389.557,933.16
Increase

J 70,056,515.82

—The unemployed conference in session at Si
Louis (p. 63) on the 23rd adopted the name of the
National Brotherhood Welfare Association. James
Eads How was selected as national chairman and
Mrs. Cora D. Harvey as national secretary. Other
officers elected compose the national committee and
are Mrs. Jessie Molle of Kansas City, Walter J.
Millard of Cincinnati, Alexander Law of New York.
Robert W. Irvin of St. Louis, Robert M. Wilson
of Chicago. Plans were formulated to organize the
entire unemployed population of the United States
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into a militant band, having for its purpose the aid
of "casual workers."
*—A National Tariff Commission convention is to
be held at Indianapolis on the 16th, 17th and 18th of
February, for the purpose of giving "immediate
and adequate expression to the existing public de
mand for the creation of a permanent, non-partisan,
semi-judicial tariff commission, which shall collect,
collate and study industrial and commercial facts
in this and other countries pertinent to the tariff
question, for the information and use of Congress
and the Executive." The movement has the in
dorsement of President-elect Taft, and is especially
promoted by the National Association of Manufac
turers, of which John W. Van .Cleave, of the Buck's
Stove and Range Co., is president.
—A bill of the Tennessee Legislature prohibiting
the manufacture of intoxicants in Tennessee was
vetoed by Governor Patterson on the 19th. The
Governor's reasons for his veto, as reported In the
press dispatches, are that such legislation is against
the Democratic platform and the doctrine of selfgovernment; that it sets aside the recorded will of
the people; that experience has taught that no ar
bitrary prohibition law was ever obeyed and its
enactment brings no settlement of the question; that
It destroys property, reduces State revenues, in
creases taxation, takes money from the people to
send it elsewhere, foments discord, impairs the dig
nity of the commonwealth, fosters hypocrisy and in
vites evasion and deceit in the people.
—The statistics of exports and imports of the
United States (p. 923) for the year ending December
31, 1908, as given by the statistical sheet of the De
partment of 'Commerce and Labor for December,
1908, were as follows (M standing for merchandise,
G for gold and S for silver) :
M
G
S

Exports.
$1,753,307,931
81,215,456
51,837.671

Imports.
$1,116,402,243
50,246,099
42,196.966

Balance.
$636,905,688 exp.
30,969,357 exp.
9,640,705 exp.

$1,886,361,058

$1,208,845,308

$677,515,750 exp.

From July 1. 1897, to June 30, 1908

$5,612,641,686 exp.

From 1834 to June 30. 1908

$8,235,619,317 exp.

—The monthly treasury report of receipts and.
expenditures of the Federal government (vol. xl, p.
902) for December, 1908, shows the following thus
far for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1909:
Receipts—
Tariff
Interna! revenue
Miscellaneous
Expenses—
Civil and miscellaneous
War
Navy
Indians
Pensions
Public Works
Interest
Deficit

$189,003,076.77
128,740,481.38
25,679,305.81 $293,422,863.96
$81,784,226.64
68,055,051.81
58,490,511.44
9,398,709.37
82,002,458.13
47,169,526.24
10,792,991.54

357,693,476.17
$ 64,270,611.27

—The international Naval Conference In London
(vol. xi, p. 879) is reported to be at a deadlock, with
America and Japan on the one side, and the nations
of continental Europe on the other, and with Eng

Twelfth Volume

land at the start with the two former, but prepared
to make more concessions. According to the Asso
ciated Press dispatch of the 21st, It is understood
that trouble has arisen over the definition of "con
traband" and over the question of "continuous voy
age." On the latter point the Americans hold that
a neutral vessel carrying contraband is liable to
seizure so long as it is on the high seas or In bel
ligerent waters, as against the Continental view
that only warships actually engaged in blockading
a port can seize such a vessel.

PRESS OPINIONS
The Hew Policeman.
The (daily) Christian Science Monitor, Jan. 9.—
Who can estimate the blessings which would result
if New York city's army of 10,064 uniformed men
were trained in accordance with the Cleveland and
Toledo plan? Who can estimate the amount of un
necessary sorrow and suffering they might prevent,
tne human misery they might soothe, If the police
men of all the cities in the land were made to feel
that their efficiency would be measured rather by
the kindness than by the harshness displayed in the
performance of their duty?

Advances of Democracy.
Gibson's "Common Sense," (Cleveland), January.—
There are fewer snobs and more real Democrats
in the country every year. If you don't believe it
notice the comparative absence of liveried footmen
on the streets, the lack of extravagant dress display
in public places, and there have been no millionaire
balls pulled off in some time. Even the privileged
ones find out that the real way to enjoy privilege
is to keep quiet—and if some people are forced to
keep quiet they will not enjoy what they have illigitimately gained so they might as well not have it.
Undemocratic Democrats.
The Commoner (Dem.), Jan. 15.— A speaker at a
banquet recently given by one of the Democratic
societies in New York assumed the role of adviser
and outlined a plan by which he thought a Demo
cratic victory could be secured. His plan Is for the
party to quit "opposing the inevitable and attempting
the impossible." This Is quite a striking phrase and
it is about as definite as the cipher dispatches which
pass constantly between those Democrats who want
to make the Democratic party a competitor with the
Republican party for the support of the plutocratic
element. Of course the Democratic party ought not
to oppose the "Inevitable," but what is inevitable?
Shall we call a thing inevitable merely because the
Republicans stand for it? . . . If the party is
defeated when the majority controls the party's
policy, can it hope for victory by turning the control
over to a minority? If defeat follows when the party
makes an honest fight for principles plainly stated,
can it hope to win a victory by making a dishonest
fight on an ambiguous platform, and pledged to
nothing In particular? Those who think Republican
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policies inevitable are not safe advisers of the Dem
ocratic party; those who think Democratic reforms
impossible can scarcely expect a large or enthusiastic
following in the Democratic party.

Our Social Hells.
(New York) Charities and The Commons (philan
thropic), Oct. 17.—The failure of the general public
to keep within hailing distance of the experts in
social and philanthropic work and the lethargy
which meets the tidings they bring from the tangle
of the social struggle are only a degree less pathetic
than the raw facts of the struggle itself. Upon
what excellent authority has the public been told
that the ratio of divorces to marriages in the United
States fast approaches one to ten; that many and
many a Negro crime traces straight back to gin
bottles with obscene labels, filled by white men;
that one-tenth of our American families hold more
of the national wealth than the remaining ninetenths; that the ravages of tuberculosis which cause
a million deaths annually in the civilized world can
be stopped; that the greatest city on the continent
has three hundred and fifty thousand inside bed
rooms without sunlight or fresh air, and that ap
proximately one million children under fourteen
years of age are day laborers. Yet these facts and
others full as stirring have not impaired our selfcomplacency. Despite the rapidity with which the
practical social scientist informs the public of every
fresh discovery and danger, the knowledge of facts
and right methods penetrates with agonizing slow
ness.
The facts of social wrongdoing are not
pleasant facts. They are easily avoidable by the
aesthetic and the comfortable.
Knowledge of
them entails troublesome responsibility.
Their
bothersome roots often lie close to the surface of
one's own business or domestic affairs and compel
reconstruction if the soil be turned. Right methods
make little appeal to human selfishness for their
■preading.
They rarely have the look of being
commercially valuable in the individual, and hence
they are slow of exploitation. At least one of our
urgent needs, therefore, is to help the scouts of
social and philanthropic service to get a wider and
more intelligent hearing.

The Individual and the Community.
The St. Paul Daily News (ind.), Dec. 23.—Sup
pose you are the owner of a piece of improved prop
erty in St. Paul. Suppose you selected your lot
when that part of the city was not improved. You
were a pioneer. You erected a fine residence and
took an interest in building up the community. Sup
pose many other good citizens purchased property
in your neighborhood and built good residences.
But suppose there was one piece of property ad
joining yours that was held by some capitalist in
Chicago. He bought it when he saw your neigh
borhood being built up. He is holding it for specu
lation. He wants to collect cash returns from im
provements you and your neighbors have made, al
though he has not spent a single cent to produce
the added va/ue of his own property. Don't you

10il

honestly think there ought to be some relief for
this neighborhood? . . . There is a relief. But
you have been steeped so long in political prejudices
that you won't accept it. You call it radical. But
here it is: Away back in 1883, when Henry George
wrote "Social Problems," he offered a remedy. It
was the remedy of just taxation. ... He said it
was not fair for the State to charge a man a
premium for building a house. He said that if you
would tax the unimproved lot of the foreign cap
italist just as much as your own lot was taxed, the
foreigner would be forced to Improve it to get a
return on his investment.
His only alternative
would be to sell it to some man who would improve
it. That would be all the same to you. All you
care for is to have it improved. Some day these
problems of the relation between the man and the
community will be worked out. But they will never
be worked out by political parties with all their
prejudices and narrowness. They will be worked
out by the men who think. You may not be willing
to accept the whole Henry George doctrine for the
curing of public ills, but you will get a lot of whole
some truth if you will just stop at the library and
get "Social Problems" and read It carefully.

C. E. S. Wood.
The Portland Spectator, as quoted by the Oregon
Journal (Ind.) of Jan. 5.—In the name of Portland, In
the name of Oregon, and in the name of this great
and growing Northwest, the Spectator protests
against the almost irremediable wrong my brilliant
contemporary, the New York Herald, has done city,
State and Territory. My brilliant but misguided
friend credits Colonel C. E. S. Wood to San Fran
cisco! Could the dark depravity of a vicious and
besotted ignorance go further? No. But not only
has the New York Herald attributed Colonel Wood
to the ex-metropolis of the Pacific coast—but it
speaks of him as "Mr. C. S. Wood." The lights go
out and Mount Hood hides his diminished head. The
hand that dragged Colonel C. E. S. Wood from his
high throne amid the savants, artists, and literati
of Portland and translated him, shorn of fame and
initial, to San Francisco, was the fist of a supposed
friend—Childe Hassam. This gentleman was pre
sented by Colonel C. E. S. Wood, and was enter
tained here—wined, dined, tead, breakfasted, coffeed
and luncheoned—and we bought his pictures. And
then he went back to New York, and in speaking of
the Harney desert—whose long stretches of sage and
alkali, towering buttes and pleasant valleys, weird
crepuscular effects and glorious sun rises his master
brush put on immortal canvas—he said he had been
introduced to it by "Mr. C. S. Wood of San Fran
cisco." Can base ingratitude bite deeper? Impos
sible. Colonel C. E. S. Wood is not of San Fran
cisco; he is a poet and an artist and a lawyer; and
the best after-dinner speaker in the country; and
something of a dreamer in the day time; and a
gentle anarchist, who loves his fellowmen, and care
fully avoids a lot of them; he is Colonel C. E. S.
Wood of Portland—and Portland should be proud of
it—and of the world, which has cause to be proud,
too.
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RELATED THINGS
CONTRIBUTIONS AND REPRINT
THROUGH THE NIGHT.
For|The Public.
If dreams were true—but then, forsooth,
Forever we should dwell with youth—
With glad Ideals, free and fair,
Apart from all the claims of care.
If dreams were true—as might they be
If we could manage destiny—
If dreams—but where were their delight
If life and love were surely right?
Comes first the dream, or serves the deed
Life'8 riddle most to help us read?
To doubt, to dread, deny and dare,
As age by age we onward fare?
If dreams were true— (and what are dreams?)
Would life be troubled, as it seems?
Or, would transcendent Joys afar
Replace the miseries that are?
Yet, if at last of dreams we build
The life whose wonders we have willed ,
Will other dreams, more roseate,
Disturb contentment's new estate?

Dream on, O deathless love of peace,
Till all the waste of war shall cease.
Dream on. O faith In freedom's plan
For prisonless, perfected man.
Dream on, O longing for the light,
Beyond -the guarded walls of night.
Dream on. O restless pioneer
Of Canaan, past the land of fear.
Dream yet again, whatever dream
Out of a nobler life shall gleam.
Dream yet again—a brighter view,
To beckon life, when dreams come true.
Nor ask if soul-adventures pay,
That cleave to liberty the way.
Nor think there'd be no work to do
For mules or men—if dreams were true.
GEO. E. BOWEN.

+ * #
CITY CHARTERS AND DIRECT LEG
ISLATION.
A Condensation of a Paper by Robert Treat Paine, of
Boston, Read Before the National Municipal
League at Pittsburg, Novem
ber 17, 1908.
Direct legislation has been rapidly becoming
one of the loading questions in connection- with
the government of our cities. The Referendum
feature is optional. It becomes therefore a true

people's veto to be used when occasion requires
in the judgment of the people. The people are
thus directly sovereign in regard to the acts of
their own agents or representatives. Similarly,
the Initiative takes its rise from an initial action
by the people in those cases where their represen
tatives appear unwilling to act in accordance
with the supposed will of the community.

+
Vn fortunately, in rather marked contrast with
modern Europe and England, our cities have been
mere creatures of the legislature. Therefore every
new task has involved resort to the legislature.
and results have been disastrous. So well recog
nized has been this evil that a majority of the
State constitutions now forbid the legislatures to
interfere by special legislation. Owing, however,
to the legislative device of classification this ef
fort has been but partially successful. Tn the
West a remedy has been sought through the con
stitutional assertion of the independence, more
or less complete, of cities from the legislature. Tn
1875 the constitution of Missouri was the first
thus to be amended, by giving cities of over 100.000 population, that is St. Louis, and later Kan
sas City, power to decide upon their charters by
a vote of their own citizens. California followed
in 1879, but provided that charters, after adop
tion by the voters, must be submitted to the legis
lature for ratification or rejection as a whole. Cali
fornia further extended the power of cities over
their charters so as to provide that an initiative
petition can compel the submission to popular
vote at a regular municipal election of any pro
posed charter amendment. In Oregon the Consti
tutional amendment granting the, voters of every
city and town power to enact and amend their
municipal charters was adopted, on an initiative
petition from the people, by a vote of 52.567 to
10.852 on June 4. 190(>. Washington. Minnesota,
and Colorado have carried on this home rule move
ment. In Michigan the Constitutional convention
inserted a home rule section in the new Consti
tution which was voted on and carried November
3, 1908.

+
But far more widespread, or at least far more
successful over a wider stretch of territory, is the
movement for more direct and popular control by
the citizens themselves of their municipal affairs.
This movement is either advisory or mandatory
in its operation.
The advisory system ;iini> to secure action by
city authorities in conformity with the popular
judgment through milder methods than direct
legislation. The voters are allowed to suggest or
to express their opinion on a course of action
without, however, thereby enacting such legislation
or ordinance.
Winnetka, Illinois, is generally given the credit
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for devising this method through pledging candi
dates before their election to permit the reference
to the people of questions when petitioned for.
Geneva, Illinois, extended the system to in
clude the advisory initiative. The Winnetka
method has been followed by several cities. De
troit, June 17, 1902, unanimously adopted rules
of procedure by which a petition of 5 per cent
of the voters may force all ordinances granting
or renewing public utility franchises to a popular
vote, and also any other measure instructing the
officials.
Grand Rapids, Michigan, petitioned the legis
lature for a new charter which was approved June
6, 1905, granting a referendum on any ordinance
and an initiative for an advisory vote on charter
amendments. This referendum has been used
twice.
Buffalo, under the general welfare clause of its
charter, adopted city ordinances still in force,
which authorize the submission at a general elec
tion of any questions of public policy to obtain the
opinion of the electors thereon.
In Illinois, a public opinion law was enacted May
4, 1901, allowing questions to be referred to the
voters of cities for an expression of opinion. Chi
cago has made effective use of this authority, vot
ing in April, 1902, for direct primarv nomina
tions of city officers by 140,860 to 17,654, and
April 5, 1904, for the popular election of the
whool board by 115,553 to 58,432. Both at these
elections, and April 4, 1905, April 3, 1906, and
April 2, 1907, there were referendums on the
burning street railway issue. The question has
been too prominent throughout the country dur
ing all these years to need extended comment.
In Canada this advisory system has been author
ized for cities by general Provincial law in British
Columbia, June 21, 1902, and in Ontario June 27,
1903. In Victoria the referendum by-law wan
adopted by the council December 15, 1902. Either
the council or a petition of the voters may send
questions to the annual municipal election. In
Toronto, this advisory referendum has been used
for questions like reducing the number of liquor
licenses, paying salaries to the aldermen, and ex
empting dwellings from assessment to the amount
of seven hundred dollars.
Augusta, Maine, has" held special elections from
time to time to secure the opinion of the people
whenever the importance of the issue has seemed
sufficient to warrant such an election. The city
clerk states that the authority is found in a clause
of the city charter which provides that general
meetings of the citizens may be held to consult
upon the public good and to instruct their repre
sentatives according to the right secured to the peo
ple by the State constitution—to be summoned
by the mayor and aldermen upon the requisition of
thirty voters.
The Constitution of Massachusetts contains a

in

similar provision inserted in the original document
of 1780, and repeated in the city charters. In the
smaller cities where the capacity of a hall bears
a reasonable relation to the probable number of
voters expected to attend there have been nu
merous meetings to decide on various important
matters, but it is not known that any city has
yet adopted Maine's sensible expedient for chang
ing a huge mass meeting into the modern method
of booths' and ballots.
In Delaware under the terms of the law the peo
ple voted November 6, 1906, on the question,
"Shall the general assembly provide a system of
advisory 'initiative and referendum'?" Though
the vote of the entire State was more than 8 to 1
in its favor, the system was not authorized by the
following legislature which, however, with but a
single dissenting vote in the Senate, did establish
for the city of Wilmington, which had favored the
proposition by 10,548 to 747, a local initiative
without the referendum.

The grants by municipal councils of franchises
for public service utilities have been the cause
of much anxious thought, and there is a more
or less general movement to require that such
grant* be referred to a popular vote for ratifica
tion or for rejection through a people's veto.
Iowa, which as early as 187*2 had provided for
a referendum on franchises for water-works, to be
followed by a similar regulation in 1888 on muni
cipal lighting plants, established in 1899, an op
tional referendum and initiative with reference to
all similar quasi-public services. Indiana in 1899
established an optional referendum along some
what similar lines. In Ohio, by an act approved
by Governor Harris. April 15, 1908, no ordinances
granting or extending a franchise to any street
railway can become operative if within thirty days
after its passage by the council there is a petition
of the voters until it has received a majority of
the votes cast. An amendment to the charter of
Memphis, Tenn., passed March 10, 1905. enacts
that no quasi-public franchise shall be granted
unless approved by the voters if such submission
has been demanded by 500 freeholders. Xebraska
carried the system to its fuller recognition of the
people's right to originate or to veto ordinances
of any kind, and Lincoln adopted the provisions
of this statute at the city election May 7. 1907.
by 2,754 to 679, the mayor being elected by 2,632
to 2,590. In Omaha the city council accepted this
initiative and referendum statute August 21,
1906, but no questions under it have since been
brought to a popular vote.

South Dakota was the first State to embody the
provisions for the Initiative and Referendum in
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her Constitution. She adopted the amendment
November 8, 1898, by 23,816 to 16,483.
Oregon adopted a State system of the initiative
and referendum June 2, 1902, by a vote of 62,204
to 5,668. The people took advantage of its pro
vision for the initiative and amended the Consti
tution at the biennial election June 4, 1906, by
47,678 to 16,735, and established local direct leg
islation.
Montana followed Oregon in a Constitutional
amendment for direct legislation November 6,
1906, with a vote of 36,374 to 6,616, and the leg
islature the next winter provided for the applica
tion of the Referendum in cities and towns.
Oklahoma in her new Constitution, adopted
Sept. 17, 1907, which President Roosevelt in his
proclamation on November 16, 1907, declared to
be "republican in form/' provides for a local ref
erendum and initiative as well as a State system.
The Constitutional amendment establishing a
State system of direct legislation which Maine
adopted' 'September 14, 1908, by 51,991 to 23,743,
provides that any city may establish the Initiative
and Referendum through an ordinance ratified by
a popular vote.
In Illinois, under the public opinion law, a
vote was taken at the State election in November
1902, upon the popular petition for a local ref
erendum law and resulted in a favorable vote of
390,972 to 83,377. This expression of opinion
was ignored by the legislature. A second vote
was taken November 8, 1904, on a similar ques
tion of establishing a local people's veto, and re
sulted in an even more overwhelming vote in its
endorsement—535,501 to 95,420. The people's
representatives, however, have paid no attention
to these and other similar expressions of the peo
ple's wishes.

+
The greatest local development of Direct Legis
lation has been witnessed in the Pacific States.
San Francisco, under the home rule provisions
of the California Constitution, elected a Board of
Freeholders December 27, 1897, to propose a new
charter which was ratified at a special election
May 26, 1898, by 14,386 to 12,025, and having
been approved by the legislature in 1899. went
into effect January 8, 1900. It provided for an
initiative to apply either to ordinances or to
charter amendments; and franchises for water
works or lighting plants, or ordinances for the
purchase of land, must be referred to the next
election.
The same system was copied by Vallejo through
a special election December 8, 1898, and by
Fresno, October 19, 1899.
The initiative and referendum system which is
generally thought of when reference is made to it
is that of Los Angeles, adopted at a special elec
tion December 1, 1902, by a vote of 12,105 to

1,955. The legislature ratified it in 1903. The
movement thus started made rapid progress. Sac
ramento, San Bernardino, San Diego and Pasa
dena held special elections November 3, 1903,
January 6, 1905, January 27, 1905, and Feb
ruary 28, 1905, and adopted amendments to their
charters, excepting in the case of San Bernardino
which proposed an entirely new charter, and the
legislature gave its approval in 1905. Eureka,
Santa Monica, Alameda, Santa Cruz, Long Beach,
and Riverside, held elections June 19, 1905,
March 28, 1906, July 18, 1906, January 22, 1907,
February 5, 1907, and March 1, 1907, to adopt
new charters ; which were approved by the legis
lature in its session of 1907. In general these
later charters followed pretty closely the model of
Los Angeles.

+
The experience of Los Angeles throws light
upon the value of direct legislation. There has
been only one special election called under a 15
per cent initiative petition obtained by the pro
hibitionists who tried to close all saloons; but in
this they were defeated.
At the general election December 6, 1904, four
ordinances were presented under the initiative
to fix the limits of slaughter-house districts.
Though confusing and conflicting, a local author
ity states that with keen intelligence and good
judgment the people carried the best one by a
handsome majority.
About a year ago an additional franchise of
great financial and strategic value, estimated to
be worth a million dollars, was given by the coun
cil to the street railway corporation. Though
rushed through to catch the people napping, un
der the threatened use of the referendum and the
recall the ordinance was revoked by the council.
This spring the council granted for five hun
dred dollars another very valuable franchise to
the same street railway company, and passed it
over the veto of the mayor. A referendum peti
tion was presented May 18, and the council hav
ing refused to repeal the ordinance, it is held up
and will be referred to the next municipal elec
tion.
The same city council having refused to pass
an ordinance compelling the street railways to.
properly equip their cars with efficient fenders
and run at a moderate rate of speed within the
heart of the city, the Voters' League secured over
four thousand signatures to a petition calling for
a special election, but before presenting it per
suaded the council to adopt a satisfactory ordi
nance which has since saved many lives.
Los Angeles claims a population of over three
hundred thousand which would perhaps rank it as
the seventeenth largest city in the United States,
approximately the size of Washington.
As the city in which the modern system of di
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rect legislation was established first and has there
fore been given the longest trial it is interesting
and instructive to see what testimony is offered
as to its value. The first act of a committee late
ly sitting on charter revision was to resolve that
the direct legislation provisions be retained in
tact without any increase of percentages. "Muni
cipal Affairs," the organ of the Municipal League
of Los Angeles, says that "nothing better has hap
pened to Los Angeles than making the initiative,
referendum and recall a part of its organic law,"
for "large as was the vote in their favor, it would
be many times larger should any attempt be
made to eliminate them." It points out "that to a
very large extent the value of the initiative, ref
erendum and recall lies not in the fact that they
are used, but that they may be used"; that "they
are the most powerful deterrent we have against
bad officials and corrupt and incompetent law
making." Two years ago a circular letter ad
dressed to the Christian people of California says:
"Civic reform and a revival of practical righteous
ness cannot be secured by individual or allegiance
efforts alone, without regard to environment and
practical means of working. Our duty and re
sponsibility as voters also requires us to secure a
simple method by which Christian influence can
l>e made most effective in promoting the public
welfare. The best method yet proposed for non
partisan political action is direct legislation—the
initiative and referendum.'' This circular was
signed by ten leading ministers of the Methodist,
Baptist, Presbyterian, Congregational and other
denominations, by Bishop T. J. Conaty of Mon
terey and Los Angeles, and by the President of
Pomona College.

+
Inasmuch as the Recall has been adopted very
generally as a part of the new system of direct
legislation, and is often referred to as one of the
bulwarks of the people against misrepresentative
government, it may be well to consider briefly its
present status.
Papers in the 1905 and 1906 volumes of the
League have described the principles of the Eecall
as first devised for Los Angeles and later adopted
in Fresno, San Bernardino, and San Diego, and
also the first use of it in Los Angeles in the re
moval of a councilman. Since then Santa Mon
ica, Alameda, Santa Cruz, Long Beach and Riv
erside, as well as San Francisco and Vallejo,
whose charters were adopted prior to this new
movement by Los Angeles, have all inserted in
their charters provisions for the recall. Oregon
adopted June 1, 1908, by 58,381 to 31,002, un
der an initiative petition, an amendment to her
Constitution whereby she becomes the first State
to render every public officer subject to the re
call by the voters of the State or of the electoral
district from which he is chosen. In Washington
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under a law passed March 21, 1903, a petition of
15 per cent of the voters asking the adoption of a
specified charter amendment, within the realm of
local affairs, causes it to be submitted at the next
municipal election. A charter amendment was
thus initiated in Seattle and adopted March 3,
1908, by 11,493 to 6,063, providing for the ref
erendum acd the initiative to go to the next reg
ular election. The recall was adopted at the citv
election March 5, 1906, by 9,312 to 1,265. Everett
adopted a city charter November 26, 1907, con
taining the initiative, referendum and recall, by
a vote of 2,287 to 389. Spokane has a provision
for a 15 per cent referendum. Denver \inder fhe
home rule provisions of the Colorado constitution,
elected its Board of Freeholders and ratified the
proposed charter March 29, 1904. A 25 per cent
petition is required for either the initiative or
the referendum, and all franchises must be sub
mitted to the vote of the qualified tax-paying
voters and the expense of such submission paid in
advance by the applicant.
The initiative and referendum has been given
a great impetus through another movement which
has aimed by establishing a Commission form of
government to lessen inefficiency, waste and cor
ruption through concentrating power and re
sponsibility upon a small body of men. The Com
mission system was first authorized for Galveston
in a charter granted by the Texas legislature in
1901. The example of Galveston was followed by
other cities in Texas. Houston in 1905, and El
Paso, Fort Worth and Dallas in 1907, obtained
charters for a commission government, and Waco
voted for it this spring. San Antonio in a new
charter of 1903 provides for a referendum to ap
ply only to franchises and suspending the opera
tion of the ordinance until it has been ratified by
a majority of all voters. So do Houston and El
Paso. Fort Worth provides a referendum and
also a recall. Grenville and Denison in their 1907
charters for a council of a mayor and two alder
men provide, the one for a referendum on fran
chises and the other for a recall. Dallas allows
an initiative and a referendum on franchises and
has a 35 per cent recall.
The final form by which the Commission plan
of government is at the present time being gen
erally combined with direct legislation, and often
with the recall of the I/>s Angeles type, has been
made prominent by Des Moines. By a law passed
March 29, 1907, Iowa permits all cities in the
State with a population exceeding 25,000 to adopt
by a popular vole a charter which is set forth in
the act.
Des Moines adopted this charter June 20, 1907,
by 6,044 to 4,143, and it went into effect the fol
lowing March. The initiative requires a 10 per
cent petition for the general election and 25 per

114

Twelfth Volume

The Public

cent for a special election. The referendum may
be demanded, and the recall is allowed. At the
election November 3, 1908, there were three referendums voted on and carried by decisive majori
ties. An interesting incident was the voting of
the women on these questions in accordance with
the terms of the charter.
Cedar Rapids is the second city in Iowa to
adopt a similar charter which went into effect
April 8, 1908; and according to the mayor has
been universally satisfactory. But Sioux City
voted against the acceptance of a commission
charter, 567 to 533.
South Dakota passed an act in 1907 very simi
lar to the one in Iowa. Cities are allowed to
adopt the "commission form" charter at special
elections held under an initiative petition. Both
the initiative and the referendum are brought in*
to use, as is the recall. Sioux Falls voted Septem
ber 29, 1908, by 857 to 353, to incorporate under
this charter. Lewiston was given a new charter
by the Idaho legislature, March 13, 1907, pro
viding for a mayor and six councillors elected at
large. The intiative, the referendum and the re
call are provided for.
Kansas passed an act March 2, 1907, for a com
mission form of municipal government and per
mitting all cities of the first class to adopt it by
a majority vote at a special election. A referendum
is authorized on franchise ordinances. Leaven
worth adopted the act early in the year but Topeka and Wichita have rejected it.
In conservative Massachusetts two cities have
blazed the way to direct legislation in the char
ters which they have just adopted. Haverhill
was the first to accept the new law, by a vote of
3,066 to 2,242, at a special election October 6,
1908, following the model of Des Moines exactly
in respect of the initiative, the referendum, and
the recall. Gloucester accepted, on November 3,
1908, by 1,762 to 1,400. The referendum and
the initiative, but not the recall, are authorized.
Kansas City elected a Board of Freeholders
under the home rule provisions of the Missouri
constitution and adopted the charter prepared by
them at a special election August 4, 1908, by a
vote of 14,069 to 5,219. The recall which was
submitted as a separate proposition was lost, not
receiving the necessary four-sevenths of the total
vote, the figures being 4,099 to 2,724. All fran
chises are subject to referendum, and an initiative
petition can cause amendments to the charter to
be submitted to a general or special election.
North Dakota and Mississippi are other States
that in 1907 provided for a popular initiative to
call for special elections to act on the question of
adopting commission government charters in
cities. Wisconsin authorizes the same popular
initiative. Other cities are now considering the
adoption of direct legislation under new charters,

among them being Milwaukee,
Cal., and St. Joseph, Mo.

Wis.,

Berkeley,

No instance is recorded of any city rejecting
Direct Legislation after having once adopted it and
tried it, nor of any unfavorable popular vote spe
cifically upon the question of establishing it.
Experience shows that neither the initiative, the
referendum or the recall is abused by an excessive
number of petitions.
Nearly every form or combination of forms in
municipal government has been tried and hitherto
has been more or less of a failure. Two funda
mental difficulties have been experienced. The
masses of the voters have been unfortunately divi
ded by allegiance to and consideration of national
or State partisan organizations ; the influential and
propertied classes have too often had financial in
terests at stake in the quasi-public service corpora
tions, which have prevented them from consider
ing municipal questions with an eye solely to the
general welfare of a community. Direct legisla
tion is of immense gain in concentrating the at
tention of the voters upon measures and not men.
Partisan considerations can no longer dominate.
Instances are numerous where party candidates
have won, but the measures they advocated or had
passed have been defeated.

DOMESTIC HARMONY.
From "Hashimura Togo's" Letter on "Will Hon. So.
Dakota be a Blissful Married State ? " in Collier's
Weekly of January 9.
Mr. Editor, I am reminded of a mothological
legend. In awful old-fashioned date of Japan
famous poeter Obi Obi were a-wandering through
crying-willow grove endeavoring to try & think
up a good poem to write for a magazine. While
full of ponders of suddenly he seen a Willy Spar
row dancing mongst twiggly branches like he was
suffering from huj jokes. Often & at times them
maudly bird laugh "Ha-ha !" and do a kick & six
comick capers. So Obi Obi, famous poeter, he
tune his Japanese Jews harp and enquire with
rhymes :
"Dilly-darrow, Willy Sparrow,
Why you do such dance & caper
I.Ike a crazy piece of paper,
Chirping, cheeping, shrieking, peeping
With a piggly motion giggly
On that wriggly willow twiggly?"
And that dafty Willy Sparrow, who also had
talent, make laughing teardrop & reply:
"Tabby-toby, Obi Obi,
Thus I flutter, flatter, caper
Since my Wife I did escape her
From her scratching feather-snatching—
Hence my piggly anticks wlggly
On this wriggly willow twiggly."
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Obi Obi, who are notorious to this day for his
book full of morals, were shocked^ talkless by ryebald remarks of them horid Willy Bird, so he flop
hands to heaven & decry :
"Wirro-warro, Willy Sparrow,
Baddy birdie what has flirted,
Eggs neglected, Wife deserted,
With your cheeping, shrieking, peeping—
Birds of feather winds should weather,
Live together whither-whether."
So this wise Obi Obi he make one delicious figger-4 trap & he fill it up with olives and other
lunch. Pretty soonly them fooly Willy Sparrow
make hop-down to food—an snap! Catch for
him. Then very briefly after this Mrs. Willy
Sparrow, who was hungry & peeved about nonsupport, she make hop-down to trap—and snip I
Catch for her.
•So wise Obi Obi he gather them two birds & he
put them in goldy cage together with 2 childish
eggs of which they was parents.
"Ha-ho!" he say musely (for he were a poet) :
"It are pleasant to think how I has united them
quarrly fowels into love-companionship."
So he hang that goldy cage in front of his
Poetry-Shop & invite the entire World to come &
see them Willie Birds enjoying happiness. And all
the entire World come that very afternoon to ob
serve this Peace Conference.
But alast! When Hon. World looked it seen
Mrs. Willy Bird chewing off ear of her husband
with talented claws. Bawcuss screams. Feathers.
Applause from World which enjoy all fites. Pretty
soonly happy fafnbily retire to opp. corners of cage,
do some glares & make following song with voice of
t (nigh eagles:
"Yarrow-yarrow! nasty Sparrow!
Ruffled feathers, noises frightful.
Always doing something spiteful.
Chirping, cheeping, shrieking, peeping.
Cacklin', kickin', peckin', pickin'
Like a silly stricken chicken!"
And when the entire World seen them antick
they stopped their ears & Say :
"Perhapsly Hon. Obi Obi do call this Domestick
Harmony; but it sound to us like the musick of
hand-saws playing on rusty hinges."
So they retire away. And next morning when
Obi Obi go-see Hon. Cage, what he find there ? 6
feathers & 2 claws which was still disputing with
eech other. All the rest of them Sparrow Family
had disagreed till they were entirely minus. Ex
cept them infant eggs which was broke.
So Obi Obi write following epitaph & sell it to
a second-hand book-store:
"Hilly-harrows, silly Sparrows!
When a Poet tried to fix it
You continued for to mix it
Chirping, cheeping, shrieking, peeping—
Little birds enjoying jawing
Perish thus enjoying clawing."

If Obi Obi, the wisest Japanese for 1,007 years,
could not make 2 little Willy Sparrows happy by
locking them together, how can Governments &
Laws be more successful with people who are big
ger & more foolish ?

BOOKS
Correction.—In reviewing "Organized Democracy" by
Albert Stlckney, three weeks ago (p. 44), we inadver
tently confused the author with the railroad magnate,
A. B. Stickney. The author of "Organized Democracy"
was a New York lawyer who became famous as a young
man In connection with his prosecution of the Tweed
Judges, and especially for his pamphlet on "The Lawyer
and His Clients." He was formerly a partner of Edward
M. Shepard.

•*• +

+

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF SOCIAL REFORM.
The New Encyclopedia of Social Reform. Including
all Social-Reform Movements and Activities and
the Economic, Industrial, and Sociological Facts
and Statistics of all Countries and Social Subjects.
Edited by William D. P. Bliss, editor-in-chief, and
Rudolph M. Bender, Ph. D., associate editor, with
the co-operation of many specialists. New edition.
Published by Funk & Wagnalls Company, New
York and London. Represented in Chicago by
Sarah E. Pierce, 4547 Lake avenue.
Although this is a new edition of an older and
an exceedingly valuable book, it is not a mere re
vision. With the exception of a few articles on
special subjects needing no new treatment, the
book is put forth as absolutely new. Useful as
the earlier edition was, the present one is more
useful still.
In commending the work, from a sense of pro
fessional duty, Professor Albion W. Small of the
University of Chicago makes these observations,
which we heartily adopt: "The earlier edition of
this book has performed an almost invaluable serv
ice for very many different kinds of people who
are interested in social questions from any point
of view. I have had occasion over and over again
to refer inquirers from all over the country to it
for the most available information. I welcome
the new edition as very much more valuable and
useful than its predecessor. The fact is we arc
just beginning to cut our eye teeth with reference
to social problems from the least to the greatest.
In many particulars the experience that people
had gathered ten years ago and the conclusions
which they have drawn from it have been so modi
fied and in some cases even reversed that it is like
using a railroad time table of ten years ago to
govern our travel schedules, if we rely now on the
information which the first edition of this work
contained. On all these living subjects new helps
have been found in investigations and reports of
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all sorts upon them ; and more than this, the condi
tions of the problems have so changed that the
questions which thoughtful citizens are facing,
whether in rural communities or in towns from
the smallest to the largest, or in national or inter
national affairs, are quite different from those of
even a decade ago." Professor Small adds that
nobody who is seriously studying social questions
can afford to leave this book out of his reach.
The further remark may be made that every
one, whether a student of social questions or not,
will find this encyclopedia an indispensable re
course if he wishes to be intelligent about subjects
that constantly demand his attention. The sub
jects, ideally inclusive in scope, are treated com
prehensively yet briefly; and relative values are
observed with remarkable acuteness. As to accu
racy, we gladly testify to the skill in fair elucida
tion and exact statement with which all the sub
jects within the sphere of The Public's special
work have been treated.
V

*f?

Y

THE SPIRITUAL SIDE OF SOCIALISM
The Spiritual Significance of Modern Socialism. By
John Spargo, author of "The Bitter Cry of the
Children," etc. Published by B. W. Huebsch, New
York.
That there should be any spiritual significance
at all to a movement which is commonly supposed
and by many of its leaders declared to bo essential
ly materialistic, may very well excite surprise;
but Mr. Spargo attributes to socialism a many
sidedness, including a spiritual side. He therefore
criticizes the socialists who distrust and deride
all interpretations of socialism other than the
purely economic, denying all ideals and boasting
of their own selfishness. But his criticism is gen
tle, for he regards them as superior to their creed.
While their creed would rob socialism of "its
matchless spiritual appeal/' "the nobility of their
lives" is none the less inspiring. Mr. Spargo also
startles the conventional critic of socialism, as
he doubtless does many a socialist, by declaring
that "the only equality aimed at by the socialist
is equality of right, equality of opportunity." If
that were socialism, wo could all be socialists. The
only question among the adversaries of plutocracy
would only be one of method. It is right at this
point, however, that fundamental differences of
opinion might gain entrance. The socialism that
insists upon equality of opportunity in the use of
what physical nature and social evolution offer, is
one thing; but the socialism which puts into the
same category with natural and social opportuni
ties the individual utilizations thereof, is quite
another thing. ^The latter is destructive of in
dividual liberty ; the former is conservative of both
individual liberty and social solidarity, because it
holds each to its functional sphere.
It is not improbable that Mr. Spargo recognizes
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this distinction, even if vaguely, for he regards
it as "unfortunate that socialism is commonly
conceived of as the antithesis of individualism,"
whereas in his interpretation the point "cannot be
too strongly emphasized that modern socialism
does not aim at, nor hope for, equality and uni
formity." Its ideal is "not a world of mediocre
equality but of glorious inequality, such as only
a true equality of opportunity can ever make pos
sible."

BOOKS RECEIVED
—Comrades. By Thomas Dixon, Jr. Published by
Doubleday, Page & Co., New York. 1909.
—Comrade Kropotkln. By Victor Robinson. Pub
lished by The Altrurlans, 12 Mt. Morris Park West,
New York. 1908. Price $1.00.
—Artificial Waterways and Commercial Develop
ment By A. Barton Hepburn. -Published by the
Macmillan Co., New York. 1909. Price, $1.00 net.
—Bulletin of the Bureau of Labor for September,
1908. Industrial Accidents. Mexican Labor in the
United States. Published by the Department of
Commerce and Labor at Washington.
— Fortieth Annual Insurance Report of the State
of Illinois. Part II— Ltfe, Casualty and Assessment
Insurance and Fraternal Societies. Published by
Fred W. Potter, Insurance Superintendent, Spring
field, 111.
—Economic Influences Upon Educational Progress
tn the United States, 1820-1850. By Frank Tracy
Carlton, professor of Economics and History In Al
bion College. A thesis submitted for the degree
of Doctor of Philosophy, University of Wisconsin.
Published by University of Wisconsin, Madison.
Price, 50 cents.

PAMPHLETS
The Real Land Reform.
Joslah C. Wedgwood, of the Wedgwood potteries
and a member of the British Parliament, has cele
brated his election as president of the English
League for the Taxation of Land Values, by the pub
lication (Land Values Publication Department, 376
Strand, London W. C.) of a penny pamphlet on
"Real Land Reform." It Is a concise explanation of
the principal question now agitating British politics.
British Poverty.
"The Rise and Progress of Poverty In England,
from the Norman Conquest to Modern Times"
("Land Values," Publication Department, 13 Dunbar
street, Glasgow, 71 North street, Kelghley, and 376
Strand, London, price 6 cents), is hardly longer than
its title, yet in its 82 pages of large print it tells
the wonderful story of British labor as It may be
gleaned from huge volumes of English history. It is
here put into straightforward narrative. The author,
W. G. Wilklns, has a simple and attractive style,
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which makes his little book as readable as a fairy
story; yet he never departs from the truth of his
tory.

+

+

Bigelow on "The Servant in the House."
The Christmas sermon delivered by Herbert S.
Bigelow in the Vine Street Congregational church,
Cincinnati, with the play of "The Servant in the
House" as its theme, has been reproduced in mime
ograph to the number of 100 copies (10 cents each.
Address Daniel Ktefer, 530 Walnut street, Cincin
nati). It is an acute appreciation of the play, and
a vivid picture of the society in which we live.
Apologia Pro Vita Sua.
In a 16-page pamphlet, Erving Winslow explains
in behalf of the Anti-Imperialist League its reason
for being. His explanation, in fact, is a history of
vital importance to the American people. Not the
least important fact in this history —probably it is
the most important fact In the history of the Re
public with reference to the Spanish War— is the
fact, well known to many but not yet generally un

derstood, that the war was begun wantonly by the
American government of the time.
Stewart L.
Woodford, American Minister at Madrid, had se
cured the promise of Spain to grant "all the con
cessions demanded by Cuba after a short delay to
placate the Spanish people," and this fact was con
cealed from Congress at the time of the declaration
of war.
V

V

V

"Never mind," said the persistent politician; "in
spite of resentments I shall still be in the public
eye."
"Perhaps," answered the heartless critic. "But
the same might be said of the cinder you encounter
in a railway train."—Unidentified newspaper.
"I*

*»*

v

Tom I,. Johnson, whose unselfish work In his city's
behalf was chiefly responsible for the loss of his
large fortune, was criticising, at a holiday banquet,
a grasping corporation.
"They are too transparent," he said, "In asking for
the passage of this bill. In fact, they remind me
vividly of the continental highwayman, who, laying

*I You cannot afford to miss our Advertising.

<J It changes every week.

Lincoln Medallion The Single Tax:
What It Is. and What
It Will Accomplish.

Oval—Five Inches.
Clear, finely cut relief in white, on
colored background. Makes artistic ornament for parlor, library
or study-corner.
Endow a quarter and 10c In stamps,
or $i for three.
Prices quoted on historic men and
myths In white and bronze.
B. T. SAMPLE, 7 Liberty St., Brooklyn, N. Y.

;JJis

LINCOLN. Speeches of. £ j&SMB
RELIGIOUS VIEWS of Lincoln. 25c
Special Catalog of Lincoln Books Free

H. H. TIMBY, Conneaut, Ohio.

Reel Estate For Sale end Exchange
EDWARD POLAK
4030 Third Ave.
Now York City

A straight-forward, succinct statement of the
Single Tax as an economic method, by
Judson Grenell, of Detroit. <JMr. Grenell,
who is a newspaper man of long experience,
' knows just what people want to know,
and he knows also just how to tell it to
them . Price : Five cents a copy, postpaid ;
fifty cents a dozen, postpaid.
THE PUBLIC

Book Dept, tlisworth Building,

CHICAGO

SPECIAL CLUB OFFER
WITH "LABOR AND NEIGHBOR":
We have on hand a considerable number of each issue of Volume XII to date, and we make,
until further notice, the following offers:
First — We will mail, FREE, to any address desired, one copy of " Labor and Neighbor " by
Ernest Crosby, for every new subscription to The Public, hereafter received, accompanied with
one dollar, which begins with the first issue for this year.
Second— We will mail FREE a copy of the same book fo any one hereafter sending in a club
of three for $2.00, provided the new subscriptions in the club begin with the issue of January 1st
of tlii> year. This applies particularly to those whose renewals are now due.
*v
Third—-To those^ofetoo renew in a club of three before notice of expiration has been mailed
by us, we will mail the same book FREE, and the new subscriptions may begin at any time.
In any case be sure to give full address to which book is to be sent.
For description of " Labor and Neighbor " see The Public of last week.
Our readers are asked to mention THE PUBLIC when writing to Advertisers.

118

Twelfth Volume

The Public

his bludgeon and revolver beside him, knelt down
on the road in front of a wayside shrine and
prayed:
" 1 do not ask thee, O, Madonna, for money—only
send this way an automobilist with full pockets!' "—
Minneapolis Journal.

+

+

+

Earnest Female: "Professor, I hear you are a
great ornithologist."
Professor: "I am an ornithologist, madam."
Earnest Female: "Then could you kindly tell me
the botanical name for a whale?"—Boston Tran
script.
+
*
■*•
Few people in Smoke Ridge had ever seen an auto
mobile, so when one of the "red devils" stopped for a
few minutes in the village, the curious inhabitants

gazed at the snorting demon with awe. The owner
heard one rustic remark:
"I'll bet it's a man-killer."
"Of course it is," answered the other. "Look at
that number on the back of the car. That shows
how many people it's run over. That's accordin' to
law. Now if that feller was to run over anybody
here in Smoke Ridge, it would be our duty to tele
graph that number— 1284— to the next town ahead."
"And what would they do?" demanded the inter
ested auditors.
"Why, the police would stop him and change his
number to 1285."— Mobile Register.

Mulligan: "The byes say ye licked poor Casey.
Shure, he niver hurt iny man's feelin's."
Harrigan: "He's a shnake in the grass. The black-
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guard referred to me as his oontimperary, and I'll
be the continiperary to no man Hvin.' "— Sporting
Times
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"Then he still exists, Uncle Peter," interrupted
i he little Boston boy. "No sentient, reasoning be
ing within whom the vital spark has found a lodg

ment on this mortal plane ever ceases to be, albeit
his activities may seek expression In another form.
Annihilation is abhorrent to the esthetic sense.
Matter may vanish from the sight, but the elements
of which it is composed are Imperishable. In like
manner the intangible essence that constitutes the
real man, the ego, survives all changes and muta
tions. It is the indestructible, sempiternal self,
that persists through the ages. A little reflection.
Uncle Peter, would convince you that the timeworn phrase, 'once there was a man,' Is a solecism."
Uncle Peter, after a little reflection, put the boy

The Public

The Man at the Margin

+

+

+

The uncle from the West took his little Boston
uephew on his knee.
"Wadsworth," he said, "once there was a man
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Who :s the Man at the Margin ? He is not one
man but many, and he stands at the
parting of the ways. <J In an unnatural
industrial environment, these parted ways
lead on to conflicts between Labor and
Capital. There is no conflict between
Labor and Capital, naturally; but in prac
tice there is a terrible conflict. What is
the reason? <J Ask the Man at the Margin.
<I Here are some of the things he will
explain: the established order, the eco
nomic problem, land tenure, public fran
chises, wages, socialization of values, spo
radic socialism, omnisocialism, bisocialism,
equality of opportunity, individual initia
tive, and social solidarity. <J When you
have interrogated the Man at the Margin
you will say with Oliver R. Trowbridge,
the author of " Bisocialism " (in which
the Man at the Margin is the dominant
character) :
" Behold the Man at the
Margin! Let him reign! "
" Bisocialism: The Reign of the Man at the
Margin," expounds economics in harmony
with the methods and. habits of thought
of the Universities, but in the democratic
spirit. It is scientific. It is rigidly logical
It is not academic mfljely, nor practical
merely, but both academic and practical.
The reasoning is convincing, the writing
attractive to the end.
Dealing with ele
mentary principles with the simplicity of
a primer, the book considers contemporary
social and political problems on the plane
of contemporary statesmanship. A book
for professor, student, reformer, journalist
and political leader alike, it will be read
with interest and may be studied to advan
tage by such men of every economic and
political school — Democrat, socialist,
anarchist, single taxer, Republican.
The price of " Bisocialism " is one dollar, but we will
supply copies for sixty cents, and without
charge for postage.

THE PUBLIC Book Dept, Ellsworth Bldg., Chicago
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down from his knee and began to talk of something
else.— Chicago Tribune.

+

*

on this job if Oi had anny brains?"- -Philadelphia
Record.

+

+

A physiologist came upon a hard working Irish
man toiling bareheaded in the street.
"Don't you know," said the physiologist, "that to
work in the hot sun without, a hat is bad for your
brains?"
"D'ye think," asked the Irishman, "that Oi'd be

+

+

"Yes," said Mr. Dust in Stax, " 1 have succeeded
in life, and by the hardest kind of work."
"You don't look as if you had much personal ex
perience with hard work."
"Of course not. I hired it done."—Washington
Star.

Lincoln Post Cards
(From the Hngraving by Jacques Reich)

No. 5 of the Women's Trade Union
League Series
To be had with any one of the four fol
lowing inscriptions:

AND inasmuch as most things are pro
duced by labor, it follows that all
such things of right belong to those
whose labor has produced them. But it
has so happened, in all ages of the world,
that some have labored, and others have
without labor enjoyed a large proportion
ot the fruits. This is wrong, and should
not continue. To secure to each laborer
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as possible, is a worthy object of any good
government.
Abraham Lincoln.
THE candid citizen must confess that
if the policy of the government, upon
v'tal questions affecting the whole
people, is to be irrevocably fixed by de
cisions of the Supreme Court, the people
will have ceased to be their own rulers.
Abraham Lincoln.
WE let this property abide by the de
cision, but we will try to reverse
that decision. Somebody has to
reverse that decision since it is made, and
we mean to reverse it and we mean to do
it peaceably.
Abraham Lincoln.
LABOR is prior to and independent of
capital. Capital is only the fruit of
labor and could never have existed
if labor had not first existed. Labor is the
superior of capital and deserves much
more consideration.
Abraham Lincoln.
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$2.00 per hundred; all postpaid.
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