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The Popular ‘‘Recall.”

Seldom has anything in political mechanism
proved more effective than the “recall” in the
Oregon Senatorial contest (p. 82). A full
majority of both houses of the Oregon legislature
had pledged themselves as candidates to vote, if
elected, for the candidate for United States Senator
who should have received the largest vote for that
place at the general election. But when Repub-
lican members found that they must either elect a
Democratic Senator or break their pledges, they
were inclined to break their pledges. To his honor,
be it said, President Roosevelt advised against this.
But Mr. Taft did not advise against it and his im-
mediate political supporters urged that it be done.
And there seems to be every reason for believing
that it would have been done, if it had not been for
the “recall.” On Saturday the pledged members of
the legislature were publicly warned that the “re-
call” would’ be invoked against every one of them
who voted contrary to his pledge to his constituents,
and on Tuesday every one of them fell into line.
Let the legislature of Nebraska and the legislatures
of other States that are providing for the election of
United States Senators by the people, be sure to
establish the “recall” as an adjunct. What are
pledges to partisan politicians? Unless the re-
calcitrant legislator can be brought at once before
his constituents for violated pledges, a law provid-
ing for pledges to elect for Senator the choice of
the people, won’t be worth in practice the ink it is
printed with.

+ +
Clerical Gratuities.

By the recent decision of the Interstate Com-
merce Commission, allowing railroads to issue re-
duced and cheap transportation to clergymen who
are editors, professors, etc., etc., the corrupting in-
fluences of railroads are extended. There should
be no special rates for clergymen,—or any one
else, for that matter,—unless given as an absolute
right. Even as a right, they are in the nature of
¢ tax upon the railroad-using community for the
benefit of a particular class, which is fundamental-
ly objectionable. But privileges such as these, if
they go by favor instead of right, tend to create
a class of ecclesiastical defenders of railroad mo-
nopoly who menace the public interests.

+ +
Mr, Taft’s Prosperity.
The prosperity which was to have come in con-
sequence of Mr. Taft’s election, is now long over-

due. Common observation testifies to the con-
tinuance of the hard times, and the dilemma of the
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charity societies confirms it. In New York, ac-
cording to the Sun, the Society for the Improve-
ment of the Condition of the Poor has appropriat-
ed for February $20,000, whereas it appropriated
for that month of 1908 only $11,000, and for the
same month of 1907 only $7,000; and in Chicago
the charity pointers are of like significance. Accor@—
ing to a recent number of the Iron Age, there is
a feeling of keen and widespread disappointment
in the iron and metal trades, over the sluggish
course of trade. Collections are notoriously hard
everywhere; and even James J. Hill is forced to
say (we quote him from the Minneapolis Tribune
of the 20th) that “general conditions are not what
they should be,” and “this isn’t the time to prepare
for the prosperity of the future.” Continuing,

.Mr. Hill explains:

There are many good men out of work. We are
all bragging about the wonderful conditions and I
tell you honestly that they are mot what they ought
to be. There are wholesale firms that do business
to the extent of millions, but just ask them what
their net profits are and if they give out the in-
formation you will be surprised. Take & certain 8t.
Paul firm which did business last year to the ex-
tent of several millions. Do you think they made
$76,000?7 Ask them. Coming back to the men out
of work, do you think this firm I have just men-
tioned wants to hire them? No. We, on this road
[the Great Northern] are now employing severa!
thousand men less than some months ago.

+

While we refer to Mr. Taft’s election in connec-
tion with these deplorable industrial conditions,
we do not condemn him for their persistence nor
imply that they would have been otherwise had he
been defeated.  Quite the contrary. These condi-
tions are the result of economic maladjustments
that have produced six long periods (vol. x, p.
963) of hard times, to which they now add this
one as the seventh. What we do condemn Mr.
Taft for, is his ungenuine appeals to the voters
of this country upon assurances he could not and
cannot redeem,—assurances that his election would
mean prosperity and his defeat hard times. After
the disingenuous campaign he made in this respect,
he can raise no criticism if people he fooled
denounce him for failure to keep his implied prom-
ises. Those who were misled into voting for him
as a wizard of industrial prosperity, have a right
to denounce him as an evil spirit of industrial ad-
versity. He himself threw down the challenge.

: + +
Crime and Judges.
An exciting controversy is in progress in Chicago
among the Municipal judges, in which, if the local
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papers are to be believed, one of the judges is be-
ing “jumped on” by his associates. The lonesome
minority in this controversy is Judge Cleland. Just
what may be the animus of the almost unanimous
majority is not clear from the sensational news re-
ports, but whenever Judge Cleland’s voice rises
above the din it seems to strike a true note. Appa-
rently he paroles first offenders of the minor sort,
on their good behavior, instead of thrusting them
into jail; and in defending himself he has made
this definite statement:

I will not send to jail for a trivial mistake a ‘man
having a family to support, who is willing to be-
come a good citizen, provide for his family and obey
the law. I will not impose a fine upon any man
merely to increase the revenues of this court. I
will not permit any person whatsoever to dictate

what sentences shall be imposed in the court over
which I preside.

If this declaration is indicative of the object of op-
position to Judge Cleland among his fellow judges,
he should have the encouragement of the people and
be remembered kindly when his term expires. It
is well worth adding that Judge Cleland clinches
his denunciation of the system of imposing fines,
by explaining that 8,300 persons out of the 12,000
sent to the Chicago House of Correction last year
were there because they could not pay a $1 fine
and costs; and that 2,750 more were there because
they could not pay a $5 fine and costs.

+ +
Chicago’s Municipal Voters’ League,

Further evidence of live work is coming from
the Municipal Voters’ League of Chicago—the
league that won national renown by wresting the
city from the grip of “gray wolf” aldermen sev-
eral years ago, and then dozed while a new and more
dangerous type of wolf, a breed of its own unin-
tentional creation, got into the aldermanic den.
The report on Aldermen just issued by this League,
gives assurance that it begins to see that its own
cherished proteges have heen getting altogether
too playful. It exposes some of them, rather
gently, to be sure, but with admonitions that sug-
gest something more vigorous as a probability not
very remote unless they promptly mend their ways.

+ +
A Cowardly Judgment.

In commuting the sentence of Herman Billik
(vol. xi, p. 879) from hanging to life imprison-
ment, the pardon board of Illinois and Governor
Deneen have indeed saved the life of a possibly
innocent man, but they have without any excuse
of necessity or prudence inflicted a penalty upon
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that man which, if he be innocent, is grossly -cruel
and unjust.
[ ]

The crime of which this man was convicted is
the least pardonable of all crimes against life. He
was convicted of murdering several members of -
a family with poison. The jury convicted him
by legal process of the murder of one of these,

thereby convicting him by moral implication of all.

for the circumstances were in each case the same.
But it afterwards turned out that an important
witness against him at the trial had probably com-
mitted perjury. At any rate, the witness confess-
ed and still insists that he did commit perjury and
that Billik was not guilty. He accounted for his
perjury by saying that he had been importuned
beyond endurance and with threats, by policemen
and official prosecutors of high degree.
+

Now, if there had been no other indictments
against Billik, the commutation of his sentence
to imprisonment might have found justification
on the plea of necessity or prudence, since he
would, if pardoned, go scot free though possibly

- guilty, for he could not be tried again upon that

indictment.. But the other indictments, resting
upon the same circumstances, afforded an oppor-
tunity to give the man a new and a fair trial.

+

It is not creditable to the officials responsible
for the Billik case, that they have so carefully
avoided this simple way out of the dilemma of
pardoning a man possibly guilty or hanging one
possibly innocent. They should have been swifter
to remember that punishment of the innocent is
as truly a miscarriage of justice as acquittal of the

guilty.
+ +

Opportunities for the Unemployed.

The London correspondent of the New York
Sun tells of the success of Joseph Fels, of Phila-
delphia and London, in promoting the ‘establish-
ment of labor opportunities near London for the
unemployed. Mr. Fels is described by the Sun cor-
respondent as “a disciple of Henry George.” His
interest in the George idea appears to have led him
to turn his attention from the patronizing forms
of charity for the unemployed which are conven-
tional, to the release from monopoly of landed op-
portunities that lie idle on every hand. Necessarily
crude as his experiments have been, they have suc-
ceeded wonderfully.

One of the most notable is the Hollesby Bay La-
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bor Colony on the Suffolk coast, which occupies an
area of 1,300 acres, and has cost Mr. Fels about
$200,000. He offered it to the Central Unemployed
Body for London three or four years ago, rent free,
with the option to them of buying within three
years at cost. They bought it before the expira-
tion of the term, and are now suceessfully operating
it. Similar Fels experiments are described by the
Sun letter, all of them successful. A kindred re-
lief movement which Mr. Fels is promoting in Lon-
don, is the cultivation of vacant lots by the unem-
ployed. Unexpectedly large results have been
_ achieved also along this line. - :

+

Underlying these relief experiments, the Sun
correspondent explains, is a scheme for building
up a class of independent farmers. But Mr. Fels
has encountered an immense obstacle in the dif-
ficulty of getting small holdings. He is therefore
intensely interested, as may be surmised, in the
movement for the taxation of land values. This
reform would break up the great estates, for the
owners could not pay the tax and keep their land
idle too. To get in this entering wedge, Mr. Fels
has placed $25,000 at the disposal of the Land
Values Taxation Committee of Great Britain, with
the understanding that they raise from other
sources another dollar for every dollar of this
they spend. So effective has been the work of that
committee that the insertion of a land value tax
in the financial budget at the present session of
Parliament seems now a foregone conclusion. By
this bold policy, the Liberal party would at a sin-
gle stroke provide funds for its old age pensions
and break up the great domains into small hold-
ings. Not only that, but the industrial pathway
thereby opened would be widened and straightened
and be cleared of many an obstruction to further

progress.

British Politics.

A concise and clear statement of the present
political situation in Great Britain was given by
T. P. O’Connor in his London letter of the 23d.
“The radicals,” he says, “on the one hand, are cry-
ing for an immediate appeal to the country in a
general election on the question of the curbing
of the power of the House of Lords. They con-
tinue to criticise severely all the proposals of the
Liberal Ministry, such as that suggested by
Churchill, to postpone the general election two
vears more, and they hope to precipitate the elec-
tion by such heavy taxes on the land and the land-
lords in towns especially as will compel the House

+ +

P
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of Lords to reject the budget and make an appeal
to the country in a general election inevitable.
The immediate tariff reformers want the same re-
sult for different reasons. They still hope that if
Lloyd-George should propose such extremely rad-
ical land legislation, the House of Lords will be
compelled to reject the budget and make the elec-
tion inevitable and immediate, but with protection
and free trade as the chief issue. Significant
preparations are evident everywhere for this mo-
mentous struggle. There are meetings everywhere
and protectionists and Aree trade lecturers are scat-
tered over the country, candidates of the constit-
uencies are being chosen, and the present members
are campaigning, while the speeches are becoming
more bitter every dav.”
+

It is regrettable that Mr. O’Connor can say, in
this connection, that “Ireland looks on calmly, be-
cause, whatever the issue, she will be a sure gain-
er.” For these are issues of a character so mo-
mentous that anything Ireland might by any pos-
sibility gain in the way of earlier home rule, should
the landlord Tories win, would be more than'
offset by losses sustained along with the losses
of those people of England who are sympathetic
with the Irish people. When the issues of free
trade and free land are at stake in England, Irish
statesmen cannot look on calmly—not without in-
difference to the best interests of their own people.

+ +
Ferrero’s Unconscious Repartee.

Among the banquets to which Ferrero, the
Italian historian, has been invited upon his tour
in this country, was one at the City Club in New
York. Since Ferrero is not only an historical
iconoclast, but also in the vagueness of ru-
mor a mysterious species of socialist, it was
thought best to flank him at the speakers’ table
with a competent plutocratic orator, prepared to
follow Ferrero’s speech with an oratorical anodyne
if it got too socialistic. For this purpose John G.
Milburn was chosen.

+

Mr. Milburn will be remembered as the lawyer
who defended Czolgosz for the murder of McKin-
ley, doing so by direction of the court. But in
order to appreciate what occurred at the New York
City Club it must be understood that he is now
one of the choicest of the choice collection of law-
vers in the foremsic pigeonholes of the Stand-
ard Oil crowd, and that this fact was well known
to everybody at the City Club banquet except the
distinguished guest.
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The nearest that Mr. Ferrero came in his speech
to wounding anybody’s feelings was in introducing
the subject of monopoly; and to such wounds ae
this might have made, Mr. Milburn proceeded to
administer the proper anodyne. “We hear much
of monopoly in these days,” he said, “and our
guest has mentioned it as one of the phenomena
of history. His allusions recall an evening not
long ago when I was glancing at the books in my
library and my eye fell upon.a copy of Aristotle.
Taking down the volume, I turned the pages
idly until my attention was arrested by the story
of a foresighted man who had anticipated a large
grape crop by buying all the wine presses he could
find. The grape crop proved to be as large as he
had expected, and inasmuch as he owned all the
wine presses he was able to make a great fortune.
Such, you see, is monopoly in all ages—the re-
ward of foresight.”

+

Everybody was duly impressed with this delicate
defense of monopoly, even if made by « Standard
Oil employe. But Ferrero, who probably knew
nothing about Mr. Milburn’s professional connec-
tions, was disturbed by the inaccuracy of the quo-
tation. He begged therefore to be allowed to cor-
rect Mr. Milburn, by explaining that it was not
wine that constituted the subject matter of Aris-
totle’s story, but oil.

*+ + *

POSSIBILITIES OF INDIAN NATION-
ALITY.

Since October 16th, 1905, when “partition of
Bengal” was carried out by the British Indian
government, against the protest of the eighty mil-
lions of Bengal, the people of India have taken an
advanced step toward nationalization. Whether

there is any possibility of accomplishment, is the -

question asked from different quarters with various
motives.

Some contend that Indian nationalization is an
impossible thing, because there are many different
races of people with no common tongue, and the
masses are not well educated. The Indian people
themselves realize that there are very many dif-
ficulties in the way. At the same time they affirm
that there is every possibility of Indian national-

ization.
+

If we are to consider the lessons of history and
belfeve in the eternal law of progress we cannot
but ‘acknowledge that party feeling and racial fac-
tions die out with the awakening of the sublime
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spirit of nationalism. The history of the Unit-
ed States of America, of Italy and of evolving
Turkey, furnish examples.

The people of India, especially the two hundred
millions of Hindus, have always cherished the idea
of universal race toleration. The persecuted Jews
and Parsees, for instance, were welcomed with open
arms by the Hindus during the twelfth century.
So the race-question does not stand against our
nationality.

More than three-fourths of the people of India
have Hindusthanee as the common tongue, and the
Indian nationalists are attempting to make it a
common tongue all over India. In Austro-Hun-
gary, Switzerland, Italy, Russia and the United
States, people speak different languages, but it
does not affect their nationality. We can venture,
then, to say that the language question will not be
a great obstacle to the movement for Indian na-
tionalization.

The British government knows well that it is
easy to govern a foreign people by keeping them in
ignorance. So the people of India are denied the
opportunity of education. After a glorious Brit-
ish rule of 150 years, only 9 per cent can
read and write. Even to-day the British govern-
ment is checking all kinds of private educational
enterprise by drastic measures. Nevertheless we be-
lieve that there is every possibility of Indian na-
tionality because the majority of the people of In-
dia, like the founders of the republic of the United
States, though they cannot read and write, are
educated up to the standards of nationalism.

It is the universal law that conflicting interests
cause disunion, but common interest strengthens
the tie of unity. The deplorable economic con-
dition of India, caused by British exploitation, has
made the people understand the need for Indian
nationalization. .

Nationalization must come sooner or later.

+

The nationalists of India have given publicity
to their program in three words:

“Swaraj”’ (self-government).

“Swadeshi” (development of
and commerce).

“Sikha” (national education in the broadest sense
of the word).

In explanation of this laudable program they re-
vealed the idea of equal opportunity, self-preser-
vation, and no starvation caused by foreign legal-
ized pillage. This program is the result of thirty-
five years’ constant labor of the Indian people.

+

The idea of self-government iz nothing new to

Indian industry
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them. The village community system of the Hin-
dus yet exists. About this village community sys-
tem Lord Elphinstone and others remarked that
each Indian village was a tiny republic, and all of
them under a central government. The people of
India believe more in constructien than in destruc-
tion, so the national leaders of India are working
hard to revive the institutions of the old village
community system—rvillage courts of arbitration,
and other factors of self-government, in smaller
units of the vast territory. .

For the development of Indian industries, agri-
culture and commerce, they are doing their best in
establishing factories, banks, agricultural societies
and navigation companies, under direct control of
the people themselves.

For national education they have established a
national educational council. ~This council has
favorably pronounced upon adopting all that is
good from the western countries. Indian students
are going out to foreign countries to get the better
education which has not been provided for them at
home by the British government. Here they are
indebted to the people of the United States, who
are helping young men from India to get educa-
tion in American universities, thus giving them a
chance to understand and assimilate the idea of
- democracy. Besides this, colleges, technical
schools, and primary schools, independent of gov-
ernment control, are nowadays rising up in all
parts of India, assuring the success of Indian na-
tionalism in time.

"'he most advanced thinkers of India cherish
the idea of establishing a United States of India.

When we see that Italy has not yet been able to
establish republicanism, where Mazzini and others
preached the religion of the democracy of the peo-
ple, we realize that we cannot say positively what
will be the future form of government in-India.
But time will probably shape the destiny of Indian
nationalism toward a federation of differentStates,
and, like Switzerland, with the popular initiative
and referendum.

The Indian people have no need of being con-
cerned about the result, because work will produce

the results.
TARAKNATH DAS.

Norwich Unlversity, Vermont.
+ + +

Thus I, for instance, lost my lamp; because the
thief was better at keeping awake than I. But for
that lamp he paid the price of becoming a thief; for
that lamp he lost his virtue, and became like a wild
beast. This seemed to him a good bargain; and so
let it be!—HBpictetus.
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EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE

AUSTRALIA.

Corowa, N. S. W., Australia, December 19th, 1908.
—The State parliament of Victoria passed the wom-
an suffrage bill mentioned in my last letter (vol.
xi, p. 918), so the women of Victoria are now on a
political equality with those of the rest of the Com-
monwealth. On fifteen previous occasions, bills to
give women the State suffrage had been carried
by the lower house, but were thrown out by the
Legislative Council (upper house).

The reconstructed State ministry of Victoria soon
came to grief. Shortly after it met the house, it
was defeated by a fairly large majority. The par-
liament was then dissolved and fresh elections will
pe held at the end of the month.

ERNEST BRAY.

NEWS NARRATIVE

To use the reference figures of this Department for
obtaining continuous news narratives:

Obeerve the reference figures in any article; turn back to the
they indicate and find there the next p’x"eceding article, on the &::
subject; observe the reference in that article, and turmn back
as before; continue until you come to the earliest article on the sub-
ject; then retrace your course through the indicated pages, reading
each article in chronological order, and you will have a continuous
news narrative of the subject from its historical beginnings to date.

Week ending Tuesday, January 26, 1909.

A Historic Rescue.

A ship in dire peril calling for assistance far
over the wastes of waters and through the depths
of the sea, and great steamships from fifty to a
hundred miles away turning in a few moments
upon their courses and coming to the rescue, thus
securing the safety of nearly two thousand persons
—this is the reassuring story of the collision of
two Atlantic liners last week.

+

The White Star steamship Republic, on her way
to the Mediterranean, was rammed in a dense fog,
off the island of Nantucket, early on the 23d, by
the steamer Florida of the Lloyd Italian lime,
bound for New York. Six passengers on the Re-
public were instantly killed, and a few were in-
jured, by the impact of the vessels. The Republic
was so badly cut into that it was believed that she
would quickly sink. Her dynamos were immedi-
ately put out of commission, but her wireless equip-
ment included extra storage batteries of great pow-
er, and instantlv the wireless call for aid, “C. D.
Q.,” meaning. “I am in serious trouble,” was sent
in everv direction. The Baltic of the same line,
about eighty miles away, the French steamer La
Lorraine, and the Cunarder Lucania, all heard and
instantly turned on their keels to seek the Repub-
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lie. Submarine bells on the Republic aided in find-
ing her in the fog. Wireless messages were being
sent, in the meantime, by the Republic, to Boston,
Newport and New York. The Boston message,
which was a request for the revenue cutter Gres-
ham, was “caught” by the Gresham at Province-
town, and in a moment she was under way. The
cutter Acushnet started out from Woods Holl, and
the Mohawk from New Bedford. In the mean-
time, with great good order, the 461 passengers
were transferred from the Republic to the Florida,
most of them in very scanty clothing, and saving
absolutely no baggage. First cabin passengers and
steerage passengers fared alike; cost of tickets
made no difference in preference. Later, after the
arrival of the Baltic, it was deemed advisable to
transfer the passengers of both steamers from the
weakened Florida to the Baltic. The Baltic
steamed into New York harbor early on the 25th,
and the lightened Florida arrived in the after-
noon of the same day. Captain Sealby of the Re-
public, and its second officer, refused to leave their
ship while she remained afloat. They were saved
by the Gresham when the Republic finally went
down in the evening of the 24th.

+ b
No Extradition for Rudowitz.

Press dispatches of the 26th reported that Sec-
retary Root had decided in the extradition case of
Christian Rudowitz (pp. 6, 12) that his alleged
offense in Russia was political and not criminal,
and therefore that he must not be extradited to
Rusgia for trial. . a

The Traction Situation in Cleveland.

At the regular council meting in Cleveland (p.
84) on the 18th, a motion hostile to Mayor John-
son, which proposed ordering the City Solicitor to
frame a franchise providing for a temporary in-
crease of fare throughout the city, was defeated.
The public meeting of the committee of the whole,
set last week for the 19th, did not convene until
the 20th. +

When the public meeting convened on the 20th

Mayor Johnson explained that at a conference’

with Judge Tayler, of the Federal court, it had
heen arranged that a committee consisting of
Judge Tayler, City Solicitor Baker, John G.
White and Mayor Johnson should endeavor to
ascertain whether a certain plan of settlement pro-
posed by Judge Tayler can be legally carried out,
and if so to draft an ordinance. The cardinal
points of this plan are that all questions of fixed
rates of fare shall be abandoned, and the fares be
so adjusted, varying automatically with earnings,
as to yield six per cent to stockholders, and no
more, the car riders to get the benefit of any finan-
cial improvement above that rate of investment

The Public

108

profit.  Ax the Plain Dealer of the 21st sum-

marized the principal details of the plan, it is to.

provide for “six per cent to the shareholders,
city control over the bookkeeping methods of
the street railway company,” and “a rate of fare
that will vary with the conditions of the times” so
as to vield “the fixed return to the owners.” In
presenting this plan Mayor Johnson expressed his
doubts as to its legality, but stated that he was
“in entire accord with Judge Tayler’s plans to
limit any possibility of profit over 6 per cent,” and
had no present concern as to the method adopted to
reach that result.

Immediately following the public meeting, after
questions had been put and answered, and the sug-
gestions of Mayor Johnson approved,-the commit-
tee of four met at Judge Tayler’s home and dis-
cussed preliminaries. F. H. Goff and D. C.
Westenhaver were called into consultation on the
%1st. No further progress is reported. The
value of the stock was reported to have risen on
the 22d to 84, but to have fallen to 80 on the 23d.

+ +
Illinois Politics.

Since our last report (p. 84) seventeen ballots
for Senator from Illinois have been taken in joint
session. Five occurred on the 20th, when the vote
for Senator Hopkins ranged from 84 to 89. The
twelfth ballot closed the contest on the 21st, with
88 as the highest vote for Senator Hopkins. There
was no further balloting until the 26th, when the
17th hallot stood as follows: Hopkins, 85; Foss,

.17; Mason, 4; Shurtleff, 14; McKinley, 1; Cal-
houn, 1; Lowden, 1 (all Republicans) ; Stringer
(Democrat). 74.

* e
The “Wide-Open” Tax Law of Minnesota.

By decision of the Supreme Court of Minne-
apolis, made early in the present month, the peo-
ple of that State are freed from the restrictions
upon taxation which have heretofore proved a
shelter especially for privileged corporations with
large landed interests. The court holds that the
tax amendment voted upon by the people two years
ago (vol. ix, p. 1091 ; vol. xii, p. 14) was adopted.

+

This amendment was proposed in 1905 by Wil-
liam P. Roberts, in the lower house. It embodies
the principles advocated at about that time by
Lawson Purdy, now president of the New York
tax department. As will be seen from its text,
which follows, the amendment allows the legisla-
ture to exempt any class of property, provided that
taxes upon any taxed class shall be uniform:

The power of taxation shall never be surrendereq

suspended or contracted away. Taxes shall be un"\
form upon the same class of subjects, and shall bQ
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