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legendary virtues, to whom Bishop Williams al

luded in his reference to worshipful sons and

daughters of the American Bevolution, might

learn from Lowell's "Present Crisis" that there

is something better for them to do than railing

at the candid Bishop. Quite in the same key with

Bishop Williams' admonitions, Lowell wrote :

'Tis as easy to be heroes as to sit the Idle slaves

Of a legendary virtue carved upon our fathers'

graves.

Worshippers of light ancestral make the present

light a crime.

Was the Mayflower launched by cowards, steered by

men behind their time?

Turn those tracks toward Past or Future, that make

Plymouth Rock sublime?

They were men of present valor, stalwart old icono

clasts.

Unconvinced by axe or gibbet that all virtue was the

Past's;

But we make their truth our falsehood, thinking that

hath made us free.

Hoarding it in mouldy parchments, while our ten

der spirits flee

The rude grasp of that great impulse which drove

them across the sea. . . ,

Shall we make our creed our jailer? Shall we in our

haste to slay.

From the tombs of the old prophets steal the fu

neral lamps away

To light up the martyr-faggots round the prophets of

today?

New occasions teach new duties; Time makes an

cient good uncouth;

They must upward still, and onward, who would

keep abreast of Truth.

* *

Whom Do Representatives Represent ?

Are we not driven to the conclusion that public

questions—questions in regard to the interests

of the people—must be finally decided by the peo

ple at the ballot box? In what other way can

they be decided in the interest of all the people?

Not by voting for men to make the decisionp, but

by voting on the questions at issue. It is the

people who must pay the taxes. Surely the people

have the right to decide at the ballot box how

they shall be taxed. For, as is seen, if the de

cision is not left to the people it is made by

special interests that grow fat by exploiting the

people through the false pretense of taxation for

revenue.

* *

Official Graft in Chicago.

Apparently the city officials of Chicago and the

prosecuting officials of Cook county imagine that

their skirts are cleared by the report of the June

grand jury (p. 661) that the Daily Socialist re

vealed no evidence of the graft it had charged

against the City Hall and the police. They are mis

taken. The Daily Socialist has made its charges

day by day, and it continues making them; and

these charges are confirmed, in a way, by common

talk and public opinion—in a way which puts upon

the prosecuting office and the grand jury the bur

den of making a searching investigation. In these

circumstances a three days' investigation, limited

to the personal knowledge of the Daily Socialist's

reporters, under conditions likely to intimidate in

formers, and at the very end of the grand jury's

term, is not enough. Its failure proves nothing.

But it will be significant of much if the State's

Attorney allows the matter to rest there.

* *

Owners of Society.

Upon the authority of the president of the New

York Tax Department, Lawson Purdy, it is re

ported that less than 100,000 persons own all the

land in the City of New York. Some newspapers

speak of this as astonishing. But what is there

astonishing about it ? All the land of the City of

New York comprises but a few square miles. Yet

it is almost a commonplace for one man to own

hundreds and even thousands of square miles of

land. What is there astonishing about the owner

ship of this small spot of earth. For, after all, it

is astonishing. Isn't the astonishing thing about it,

not so much that only 100,000 persons own that

extent of space on the earth's surface, as that they

own the space of an industrial center which two or

three millions need?

* *

American Origin of the Recall.

The Hearst papers have performed a public

service in unearthing from the records of the con

vention that framed the Constitution of the

United States, these words from Luther Martin,

a delegate from Maryland:

Mr. Speaker, in our State it is provided by its

constitution that the representatives in Congress

shall be chosen annually, shall be paid by the State,

and shall be subject to recall even within the year;

so cautiously has our constitution guarded against an

abuse of the trust reposed in our representatives in

the Federal government; whereas, by the third and

sixth sections of the first article of this new system,

the Senators are to be chosen for six years instead

of being chosen annually; instead of being paid by

their States who send them, they, in conjunction

with the other branch, are to pay themselves out of

the Treasury of the United States, and are not liable

to be recalled during the period for which they are

chosen. Thus, sir, for six years the Senators are

rendered totally and absolutely Independent of their

States, of whom they ought to be the representatives,

without any bond or tie between them. During that
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time they may join in measures ruinous and destruc

tive to their States, even such as should totally anni

hilate their State governments, and their States can

not recall them, nor exercise any control over them.

This extract affords an interesting instance of

political prophecy, for all that Mr. Martin pre

dicted as an outcome of irresponsible represen

tation in Congress has been realized. Our rep

resentatives misrepresent with impunity. But the

extract has additional value in showing that the

"new fangled," "foreign," "socialistic," "anarchis

tic," etc., Eecall, is strictly an American device of

representative government and coeval with our

Republic.

+ +

Common Sense About Patents and Franchises.

A British judge, Parker of the King's Bench,

has recently decided that the patenting of inven

tions is primarily for the benefit of the community

and not merely of the patentee. He has there

fore revoked a patent which had been used not to

promote but to fetter industry. His decision was

under a peculiarity of the British patent law. but

the principle is sound universally. It used to be

observed by our own courts. Injunctions for the

protection of patents were not granted unless the

owner of the patent satisfied the court that his in

vention was freely open to general use upon reason

able royalties. But the accession of life term cor

poration lawyers to the Federal bench by appoint

ment, has reversed that wholesome practice; and

it is now no uncommon thing for patent owners to

restrict the manufacture and use of inventions to

favored corporations, or even to suppress their ust

altogether. This is the practice to which the Wall-

street Journal of April 14 alludes when it says:

A patent which is granted but not used, the tltl*

to which is retained purely to restrict fair competi

tion, is a monopoly in restraint of trade. It confers

a privilege never contemplated or intended. It fails

to come within Justice Parker's definition of a grant

for the benefit of all. Failure to manufacture under

a patent within a reasonable time should be auto

matically followed by the canceling of that patent,

with free permission to everybody to utilize the pro

tected process or principle.

Nor does the Wall-street Journal stretch the prin

ciple at all, when in applying it to other forms of

franchise it says :

If this is true of a patent it is equally true of a

franchise. The traction company or railroad which

uses the grant of a right of way not to transport

passengers and minister to the public convenience,

but to restrict competition, is abusing the privilege

which the sovereign people has conferred. It is ri

diculous to suppose that a creature can be greater

that its creator, and all franchises of this character

should be reassumed by the state. There is no con

fiscation involved- One specific privilege was granted

but the holder of it has seen fit to exchange it for

another which was not granted. We are undoubtedly

making strides in such matters as this and we can

well afford to go faster and further. There is no

need to specify here the names of railroads whe

so abuse their franchises or of corporations who hold

patents unused purely to check formidable com

petition. There are plenty to be found, as every

business man knows, and it is the duty of our legis

latures to seek out these abused privileges and ex

tinguish them.

+ +

The Traction Campaign in Cleveland.

The character of the traction controversy in

Cleveland has become plain enough to any ob

server who sees what he looks at. It is a con

test between the old Johnson movement for low

fares and public ownership, on the one hand, and,

on the other hand, the old monopoly movement

for high fares, watered stock and private exploita

tion.

*

What the vote will be nobody can assuredly tell.

What it ought to be, no one can seriously question.

Whoever favors private exploitation of public

service, thinks the vote ought to be against the

Schmidt ordinance; whoever favors public service

for the public good and not for private profit,

thinks it ought to be for the Schmidt ordinance.

On these lines the goats and the sheep are sepa

rating.

For the Schmidt ordinance would place 80 per

cent of the traction system of Cleveland at once

upon the 3-cent basis—a rate of fare the financial

success of which has now been demonstrated by

actual and continued experience. The alternative

to the Schmidt ordinance, which the Council

adopted, is the Tayler ordinance, which it refused

to adopt. This is the alternative because the

Tayler ordinance is the only one the old company

is willing to accept. To this ordinance the Cham

ber of Commerce, controlled by private traction in

terests, is committed ; yet the Plain Dealer, which

has joined the Chamber of Commerce in oppo

sition to the Schmidt ordinance, now says of the

Tayler ordinance, that "its defects are patent and

vital." This ordinance of defects that are "pa

tent and vital" is the one in behalf of which a

stampede was promoted, that might have swept

over the opposition of a less able leader than

Mayor Johnson, or any leader with a less intelli

gent or less disinterested group of supporters.

*

The indications are that the people of Cleve

land are awake to the significance of this latest
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attempt of the traction ring to "put it over" them.

Not only are the essential facts getting to be un

derstood, but the refusal of the Chamber of Com

merce to debate the question, and the evident com

ing together against the Schmidt ordinance of all

the old time traction-ring leaders and camp fol

lowers, are having their natural and wholesome

effect. The indications point to the adoption of

the Schmidt ordinance at the referendum on the

3d, as distinctly as the arguments against it show

the weakness of the case of its adversaries.

* * *

GRAFT.

Very comprehensive is this term "graft," and

both definite and elastic. It is, therefore, a danger

ous word to use at random. Belonging in the do

main of ethics, though outside of law, it involves

the thought of getting something for nothing, or of

appropriating covertly, indirectly, or by stealth

that which is not rightfully ours, yet without legal

criminality. To grasp its significance wc must

consider what is rightfully ours, This is neces

sary in order that we may know what is not, and

thereby apply the ethical test.

Starting with the assumption that our existing

possessions are morally as well as legally ours, let

us ask this question: "How can those who desire

money, wealth or property get possession of it?"

The answer seems to be : By working, or by beg

ging, or by stealing.

Working (giving service in some form of hand

or brain labor) is simply earning, and squares

with the moral law. Begging is inexcusable and

immoral except where the beggar is crippled or

suffering from deprivation of opportunity to labor.

Stealing is recognized by the Mosaic tablets in the

command, "Thou shalt not steal," and is noted by

statutory law, along with many near-synonyms

such as purloining, embezzling, borrowing-and-

forgetting-to-return, robbery, plunder, pillage and

the rest. But modern life has developed a danger

ously subtle method of obtaining the wealth or

property of others which hardly comes under the

head of earning or begging or stealing. This

method we call "graft."

Probably the only difference is in the manner

of appropriation, and not in the moral turpitude

of the acts, which run all the way from taking a

peanut from the vender because you are a police

man, to plundering a city of its public service

utilities or pillaging a nation by tariff laws.

At first, borrowing - and - forgetting - to - return

methods might seem to belong in the graft cate

gory, but examination will show a delicate differ

ence—a difference that may suggest the ear

mark of all graft. Whereas the borrower requests

and the lender voluntarily accedes, the grafter de

mands and the graftee complies, not voluntarily,

but under coercion.

In the petty individual grafts illustrated by

peanut appropriations, we have the coercive force

of official position pressing for concessions from

the vender who looks for immunities or protection

that might not be otherwise obtainable. In the

case of public service plunder we have a greater

complexity of minor factors converging into eco

nomic and institutional conditions, based on gen

eral ignorance of social rights and relations.

The concession of a franchise, is the granting of

a private privilege. It creates a class having the

power of government over the many. With public

service corporations that control public highways,

this power is almost incalculable. It involves con

trol of city streets, of county and State roads, and

of national highways. It embraces gas, electricity,

light, heat, sometimes water, telephone, telegraph,

and street, State and national railways, etc.—the

entire arterial system of the nation for the trans

portation of persons and property and the trans

mission of service and intelligence. This is truly

a government by the few within a government of

the many.

The granting of a franchise is not needed for a

grocery store, carpenter shop or blacksmith shop.

Yet the greed for privilege is gradually extending

into the smaller details of commercial life through

fine)-interferences called licenses. Were public

service corporations merely commercial or manu

facturing affairs there would be no need of fran

chises. Financial investments would be made on

the ordinary basis of sound business. Charges

would be levied to cover the legitimate investment

—including maintenance of unimpaired property,

and cost of producing the required service, includ

ing wages and interest on investment. This is all

that morally legitimate business has a right to or

does demand.

But in franchise grants there is something vast

ly more important than legitimate business. There

is a delegated taxing power of government wrhich

is capitalized by the grantees. This capitalized

power is sold on the market. With the proceeds

the tangible equipment is paid for. And then the

people, whose grants have paid for all, are com
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pelled to pay again in price for use. Add to this

the "unearned increment" constantly accruing by

reason of community growth, and the results are

enormous.

+

These special privileges of the national steam

roads of the United States alone, amount to

eighty-hundred million dollars ($8,000,000,000)

in excess of the fifty-hundred million dollars

($5,000,000,000) of actual cost of created prop

erty. On a five per cent basis this would amount

to an excess tribute over the normal cost of serv

ice of some four-hundred millions ($400,000,000)

annually.

The values (excess) of the Now York city rail

ways are calculated to be forty millions ($40,000,-

000) annually.

Here is a daily, hourly, unjust tribute, a plunder

of the nation's enterprise and thrift, a "graft,"

that will account for much of the difficulties of

labor and capital without going any further. It

also accounts for the "war-chest" fillings—the

supplies that are used to prostitute legislatures, to

buy such judges as can be bought, to purchase the

legal power to interfere with attempts at restora

tion by the people, to get hold of and organize

a venal press to confuse, mislead and betray. Out

of the pockets of the people themselves come tht

fund that is used to destroy them.

When we look further at the great power that

can be, and has been, used by this combination to

destroy opposing individuals, business and manu

facturing enterprises, towns and even cities in

some cases, can we wonder at the power of graft ?

Yet this is only one of the great powers, and is

a secondary one, which is based on the great pri

mary one of private appropriation of ground

rents—this being another story.

It is very probable that ninety per cent of all

that we know of graft in America arises from the

private appropriation of these enormous publicly

created values—the operation of the law of free

dom of competition among an industrial mass

pressing against artificial restrictions legislatively

created for the benefit of a privileged few. In the

competition of this slave-mass, artificially restrict

ed by privilege, the "line of least resistance," "the

easiest way," is toward the service of privilege.

Here is the most to be gained by the least ex

ertion.

The eventual outcome? (1) A caste society of

privileged and unprivileged—with its degeneracy

and ultimate destruction; or (2) a socialist com

monwealth—with its disintegration through fac

tions fighting for the oligarchic or autocratic pow

er to regulate the forms of restrictions it deems

necessary to impose; or (3) the greatest free so

ciety in the history of the world made possible

(a) by the restoration of truly democratic-repub

lican government—through universal use of the

Initiative, Referendum and Recall, and (b) by the

absolute destruction of every form of special privi

lege known to man, which would involve free-

trade, free highways, and free land—obtainable by

taking into the public treasuries all publicly cre

ated values and leaving to the individual all per

sonal creations, without tax, let or hindrance.

Dangerous graft would then be no more.

*

Graft is no more inherent in human nature than

is typhoid, tuberculosis or poverty. It is an ab

normal, not a normal condition. It is patho

logical, not a physiological condition. Qualities

that we condemn in a great grafter we might

have reason to commend in a free citizen.

We are not free. A new civilization has been

born. It has burst its bonds, and many of us are

still pecking about at the broken shell—not yet

knowing that we are out in the open air, ready to

grow. Our ancient forms of government, bor

rowed from Rome, through England, many of

them, have become fetiches unworthy of preserva

tion. The real seats of government to-day are in

the commercial centers. Commercial rulers allow

us to peck at and play with obsolete forms, to keep

us amused or busy till we are wise enough to quit

this foolish worship and attend to business.

Some of the master-grafters of the land are

great constructive workers. They are building th«

world. They are too busy to wait for us to cease

our foolishness, so they continue to build along

perverted lines rather than not build at all. Divert

this action into right channels, and all will be

well with the world.

*

The "yellow-jack" in Havana, manifested itself

in the individual as a dangerous fever. It was

due to physical environment socially changeable.

Centuries of medication of the individual victime

did not kill it. That work was only puttering

with the symptoms. But correct civic thinking re

sulted in sanitary engineering that changed the

physical environment, and lo, the "yellow-jack"

was dead. Really a social disease, it was killed

by right civic action.

Graft is the individual manifestation of a social

disease curable by removing the cause through
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social action. A degenerate people; a "Keign of

Terror"; a "French Kevolution"—this tells the

story of France on the same lines.

Must we have a "terror," or a "revolution," or

shall we by civic sanitary engineering remove the

cause ? It is up to us. We may be sure that any

thing short of removing the cause will be ineffec

tual, and the cause can be removed. The rational

civic will of a great people can build this nation

in all its parts, to the fulness of its best ideals.

EDMUND NORTON.

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE

AUSTRALIA.

Corowa, New South Wales, June 3, 1909.

The Federal Parliament adjourned soon after the

formation of the Fisher (Labor) ministry last No

vember (vol. 3d, p. 918). The principal planks of the

Government program, as announced by Mr. Fisher

In April, were: A graduated tax on land values, with

$25,000 exemption; referendum to amend the Consti

tution so as to empower the Federal Parliament to

flx rates of wages ("new protection") ; an Australian

navy; provision of land defences by means of a mod

ified form of conscription; control of the currency,

and a Commonwealth note issue; nationalization of

the iron industry; the severance of Commonwealth

from State finances on an equitable basis after 1310,

the Commonwealth to take over the State debts.

*

During the recess, repeated efforts were made to

get the three parties in opposition to the Govern

ment to Join together, and in the middle of May a

fusion was effected, with Mr. Deakin as leader of

the united party. When the House met at the end

of the month, the Fisher ministry was defeated by

39 votes to 30. Four members who formerly sup

ported Mr. Deakin, including Sir William Lyne, who

was treasurer in his last ministry, refused to join in

the fusion and voted with the Labor party.

Mr. Fisher asked for a dissolution of Parliament,

but this was refused, and Mr. Deakin has formed

a new ministry.

Following are the terms on which the fusion was

made: (1) No interference with the present cus

toms tariffl; (2) a referendum to be taken to amend

the Constitution to enable a State Wages Board or

Arbitration Court to refer to the Interstate Commis

sion for adjustment any unfair competitive rates or

conditions in another State (this amendment not to be

sought if all the States authorize the Commonwealth

to legislate to this extent) ; (3) to develop the Aus

tralian navy and the military forces, with the advice

and assistance of the British admiralty and war of

fice; (4) until a complete scheme is prepared to

adjust the financial relations of the Commonwealth

and the States, an interim arrangement to be pro

posed for dealing with the Customs and Excise rev

enue of the Commonwealth (the Federal Constitu

tion provides that, until the end of 1910, at least

three-fourths of the revenue from customs and ex

cise must be paid over to the States).

State elections were held in Tasmania at the end

of April, when the Labor party increased from seven

to twelve In a House of 30. An excellent method of

proportional voting (a modification of the Hare sys

tem) was employed at this election, and appears to

have given general satisfaction. For the lower house

elections, the State was divided into five constit

uencies, each returning six members. Miss C. H.

Spence, of Adelaide, and Mr. E. J. Nanson, professor

of mathematics at the Melbourne University, are the

chief advocates in Australia of proportional voting,

and it Is due largely to their efforts that it was

adopted in Tasmania.

ERNEST BRAT.

INCIDENTAL SUGGESTIONS

PROFESSOR FOSTER'S CASE.

Chicago, July 10.

I so seldom find anything in The Public editorials

with which I am not in accord that I feel more free

to express my disagreement with a part of your arti

cle entitled "Paganistic Queasiness" (p. 629). In this

editorial you speak of the action of the Baptist min

isters in expelling Professor Foster from their con

ference. You call the ministers "queasy" and

"pagans," and you are puzzled to know why Pro

fessor Foster objects to his own expulsion "instead

of wearing the honor with ill-concealed pride." We

all have a right to our opinion, but in my judgment

the ministers did right to expel Prof. Foster, and I

do not see how they can be justly termed "queasy."

I did not think then (and I am still of the same

opinion) that I deserved to be called "queasy" or

"sick at the stomach," when I enlisted in the Union

army in the sixties. I stood up for a principle then,

and the ministers, as I believe, were doing the same

thing when they expelled Professor Foster. Pro

fessor Foster has a perfect right to believe and say

what he pleases, but he should give his utterances

at the right place, and under the proper conditions.

One writer expresses my views when he says:—

"Prof. Foster is at liberty to express himself within

the bounds voluntarily placed upon himself by his

social connections. Should he wish to free himself

he should at once relieve himself of the restricting

obligations by severing his connections. This is the

only honorable way and any other way is an impo

sition. To prate about liberty and the abuse of such

in the case of Prof. Foster Is begging the question.

Unbridled liberty is anarchy and destructive." As

the Inter Ocean well said—"Is it honorable and hon

est for a man to enter an institution under pledge

to support it, and then insist on staying In it while

trying to destroy it? . . . It Is a question that has

nothing to do with theology, orthodox or heterodox."

JAMES P. CADMAN.

A man hurried into a quick lunch restaurant re

cently and called to the waiter: "Give me a ham

sandwich."

"Yes, sir," said the waiter, reaching for the sand

wich, "will you eat It or take it with you?"

"Both!" was the unexpected but obvious reply.—

Ladles' Home Journal.
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NEWS NARRATIVE

To use the reference figures of this Department for

obtaining continuous news narratives :

Observe the reference figures in any article ; turn back to the page

they indicate and find there the next preceding article, on the same

subject; observe the reference figures in that article, and turn back

as before ; continue until you come to the earliest article on the sub

ject; then retrace your course through the indicated pages, reading

each article in chronological order, and you will have a continuous

news narrative of the subject from its historical beginnings to date.**

Week ending Tuesday, July 13, 1909.

The Tariff Bill in Congress.

After the adoption of the resolution for amend

ing the Constitution so as to assure the Constitu

tionality of income taxation irrespective of the

population of the several States (pp. 658-59). the

Senate inserted in the tariff bill on the 5th a

clause for the creation of a customs court, com

posed of five judges, to supersede the United States

Circuit Courts in the adjudication of tariff ques

tions except in criminal cases.

On the 6th the Senate in committee of the

whole completed its work on the tariff bill and

reported the bill back to the Senate as amended;

and on the 8th at 11 at night, after sharp debates

between upward revisionist and downward revi

sionist Republicans, the amended bill was put up

on its passage. Only one Democrat voted for it.

He was Senator McEnery of Louisiana. The Re

publicans voting in the negative were Beveridge,

of Indiana, Bristow of Kansas, Brown and Burkett

of Nebraska, Clapp and Nelson of Minnesota,

Cummins and Dolliver of Iowa, La Follette of

Wisconsin, and Crawford of South Dakota. The

vote stood 45 for the bill as amended in the Senate,

and 34 against it. Immediately upon the official

declaration of this vote, Senator Aldrich, the up

ward-revision leader, made an unprecedented mo

tion. Instead of sending the bill back to the House

for concurrence in the Senate amendments, his

motion simply declared that the Senate disagrees

with the House on its tariff bill and invites a con

ference. Senator Bailey protested against this

novel procedure, but unavailingly ; and the Vice-

President appointed the following conferees in be

half of the Senate: Senators Aldrich, Burrows,

Penrose, Cullom, Hale (Republicans), and Sena

tors Daniel, Money and Bailey (Democrats). All

the Republican conferees are upward revisionists,

not one of the 10 downward revisionists having

been appointed ; and of the three Democratic con

ferees, Senator Daniel is a declared Protectionist.

The bill was taken up in the house on the 9th.

After a brief debate the House voted non-concur

rence in all the Senate amendments and referred

the whole subject to conferees without instructions,

by a vote of 178 to 151. One Democrat voted for

this uninstructed reference, and 18 Republicans

voted against it. The bolting Democrat was Brous-

sard of Louisiana; the bolting Republicans were

Davis of Minnesota, Good of Iowa, Gronna of

North Dakota, Haugen of Iowa, Hinshaw of Ne

braska, Hubbard of Iowa, Kendall of Iowa, Kin-

kaid of Nebraska, Lindberg of Minnesota, Madison

of Kansas, Miller of Minnesota, Morse of Wiscon

sin, Murdock of Kansas, Nelson of Wisconsin,

Norris of Nebraska, Pickett of Iowa, Poindexter

of Washington, and Woods of Iowa. The con

ferees in behalf of the House, appointed on the

9th by Speaker Cannon, were Representatives

Payne of New York, Dalzell of Pennsylvania,

McCall of Massachusetts, Boutell of Illinois, CaJd-

erhead of Kansas, and Fordney of Michigan (Re

publicans) ; and Clark of Missouri, Underwood

of Alabama, and Griggs of Georgia (Democrats).

On the 12th the House passed the Senate joint

resolution for amending the Constitution relative

to income taxation (p. 659) by a vote of 317 to

14.

* +

The Cleveland Traction Fight.

The referendum campaign on the Schmidt or

dinance in Cleveland (p. 660) grows in intensity.

Mayor Johnson and the other supporters of the

ordinance, including Newton D. Baker, Peter

Witt and Harris R. Cooley, are now campaigning

in two large tents, with frequent meetings, and

an overflow attendance. The meetings are de

voted to explaining the issue and answering ques

tions. One opposition tent has been set up person

ally by the only Democratic alderman who opposes

the Schmidt grant. The Chamber of Commerce

committee, which is committed to the Tayler ordi

nance (now conceded by the Plain Dealer edi

torially in its issue of the 8th, to be seriously

defended by no one, because "its defects are

patent and vital") has decided not to begin a

speaking campaign until the 19th.

Herman J. Schmidt explained on the 6th his

plans with reference to the relation to his ordi

nance (to be voted on on the 3d) of investors

in the old low fare companies who exchanged for

or bought stock in the Cleveland Railway Com

pany, upon the settlement of a year and a half

ago. Following is his statement as abstracted

by the Plain Dealer:

Herman J. Schmidt yesterday announced his plan

to protect the interests of persons who put money

into the building of the Forest City Railway Co.

-■-
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lines and of those who invested in Cleveland Rail

way Co. stock through, the Municipal Traction Co.

He announces he has organized the Cleveland Trac

tion Co., in order to hold to the stockholders "the

advantage they already have." Schmidt says he will

assign all his franchise rights and holdings to the

new company. Persons who purchased stock in

any of the low fare lines are given the option of

depositing the same with Otto Leisy, D. C. Westen-

haver and C. W. Stage, as trustees. At the same

time the Cleveland Traction Co. will deposit an

equal number of shares. The stockholders have the

right, under the plan, to exchange their holdings for

Cleveland Traction Co. stock deposited with the trus

tees. The new company reserves the right to ac

quire any of the Cleveland Railway Co. stock depos

ited with the trustees at the rate of $110 a share and

accrued Interest from Oct. 1 last year. A stpulation

is made that while the stock is in the hands of the

trustees, they will have full power to vote it. The

trustees also reserve the right at any time to turn

over to the Cleveland Railway Co. all the stock in

their hands as payment for the restoration of the

property of the Forest City Railway Co. now in pos

session of the Cleveland Railway Co.

The plan was subsequently explained at a tent

meeting by Mayor Johnson, who said, as reported

in the Press of the 10th:

Herman Schmidt Is preparing to have trustees

take care of this stock, giving certificates for each

share. If the Schmidt grant goes through, the stock

holder has the choice of taking back his Cleveland

Railway shares or receiving stock in the new com

pany. He has no chance of losing, and his option

enables him to get either.

* +

Chicago School Board.

On the seventh day of his illness from an opera

tion for appendicitis, Mayor Busse made school

board appointments (p. 531) for submission to the

City Council at its meeting of the 6th in order to

fill vacancies, six of which occurred on the 7th, one

of which occurred last October, and one of which

occurred last May. The new appointees are as

follows :

Frank I. Bennett to succeed Louis F. Post; Dr.

J. H. Walsh, to succeed P. Shelley O'Ryan, who died

last October; Dr. John Guerin, to succeed himself;

Rev. Dean Walter T. Sumner, to succeed R. A.

White; Julius F. Smietanka, to succeed Raymond

Robins; J. M. Kralovec, to succeed Mrs. Evelyn A.

Frake, who died last May; Dr. James B. McFatrich,

to succeed Wiley W. Mills; George F. Koester, to

succeed John J. Sonsteby.

*

The new members of the school board took

their seats on the 7th. It was at a meeting con

tinued by adjournment from the regular meeting

of June 30th, at which the "Busse" members had

arranged that there should be no quorum in order

that the "Dunne" members might lie prevented

from trying to substitute the Sonsteby minority

report on the school book trust in place of the ma

jority report on the same subject, the latter being

favorable to the trust. As soon as the new mem

bers had been installed on the 7th, the majority

report was adopted without discussion. Messrs.

Sumner, Smietanka and Koester passed their

votes on the ground of unfamiliarity with the sub

ject. The Sonsteby minority report, adverse to

the book trust, was then referred to the committee

on school management, also without discussion ;

and at the meeting of that committee on the fol

lowing day it was without discussion laid upon the

table.

*

This first meeting of the new board—all ap

pointees of Mayor Busse—was described by the

Tribune as "a love feast"; but on the 8th persist

ent rumors were in circulation to the effect that a

factional fight of unprecedented bitterness had de

veloped over the presidency. It seems that a com

bination of the steel trust, railroad, and beef trust

interests had been formed to oust the present pres

ident, Otto C. Schneider, a close personal friend

of Mayor Busse's, by electing in his place Alfred

R. Urion, the attorney for Armour. On the 12th

it was reported that the movement for the election

of Mr. Urion had been headed off by orders from

Mayor Busse; but a caucus of the members later

in the day failed to adjust the factional differ

ences, and at present the breach does not appear

to have been healed. Part of the difficulty relates

to the choice of a superintendent for the vacancy

which has now existed some four months; and it

is surmised that the Urion faction are planning,

through this contest over the presidency, to secure

the return of the former superintendent, Mr.

Cooley. The book trust interests also are reported

to be involved.

* *

Rapid Recovery of Mayor Busse.

Mayor Busse's recovery from a surgical opera

tion for appendicitis (p. 661) has been extraordi

narily rapid, according to the newspaper bulletins

obtained from time to time at Mercy hospital. The

operation was performed on the 29th in the even

ing. At 11 o'clock at night on the 30th the patient

had improved after an experience which made

the surgeons fear that his case might prove fatal.

At that hour—less than thirty-six hours after the

operation, and very soon after his case had seemed

extremely critical—he was sitting in a chair sleep

ing, having been lifted into the chair because his

great bulk made it difficult for him to breathe in

bed. On the 2d he had completely passed the

crisis. Late in the morning of that day he was

sitting up in a chair smoking a cigar, and in the

afternoon he was again placed in the chair and

wheeled to an open window where he watched the

passing automobiles until he fell asleep. At 11

that night his temperature had fallen to 99, and
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his pulse was 100, with respiration at 32. On

the 3rd—the fourth day after the operation—

his condition was better than on any pre

vious day, so much better that he sat up for two

hours talking with his physician and members of

his family, and smoked two cigars in the course

of the day. He was smoking a cigar at 2 o'clock

in the morning of the 4th. He spent the greater

part of this day—the fifth after the operation

—propped up in a chair, smoking sparingly, and

sleeping; and his diet was extended so as "to in

clude eggs and toast. On the 5th he was reported

by the papers of the 6th to have suffered from

"slight inflammation of his left ankle, which was

injured in a railroad wreck two years ago ;" but his

general condition was described by the physicians

as "perfect." His condition since then has stead

ily improved. His discharge from the hospital,

however, is not expected soon. Owing to the rapid

ity of Mayor Busse's recovery from an operation

so serious, and usually slow to heal when the pa

tient is a fleshy person, as in this case, certain

rumors gained currency which arc at once de

scribed and disposed of by an editorial in the Inter

Ocean (Eepublican) of July 9. Quoting letters to

the editor, the Inter Ocean editorially said:

In response to these and many other similar com

munications, the Inter Ocean, in justice to all con

cerned, feels obliged to say: The report that Mayor

Busse was shot In one of his joints, namely, his hip

Joint, has been brought repeatedly to this office and

has been investigated by this office. No proof what

ever has been found to support it. As far as this

newspaper knows, Mayor Busse has not been shot

In a hip joint or in any of his other joints. As far

as this newspaper can ascertain, Mayor Busse had

appendicitis and is recovering from appendicitis.

Regarding the weirdness of the bulletins from the

Mayor's bedside, the Inter Ocean has nothing to

say. As it is not a medical expert, it relies on the

given word of Dr. Murphy and Dr. Evans, who are

(it and eminent gentlemen in their profession. Any

explanation of the peculiarities and inconsistencies

of these bulletins must be sought elsewhere. They

exist, but they are beyond us. The Inter Ocean

makes these statements in the hope of relieving it

self of the messages that come to it in increasing

numbers daily on the subject in hand. Can't a

Mayor have his appendix cut out in Chicago without

exciting all sorts of suspicions and inspiring ail sorts

of surmises?

+ +

Colombia Disturbed.

The republic of Columbia (p. 61) in South

America, adjoining Panama, is in a disturbed

condition. The President, General Rafael Reyes,

whose term would not normally expire until 1914,

left suddenly for London on June 10. Since his

departure General Jorge Holguin has been func

tioning as acting president. On the 4th Gonzales

Valeneia was proclaimed president by a portion

of the army stationed at Barranquilla, but Va

lencia has himself disavowed this revolutionary

movement. Acting President Holguin has put

the whole country under martial law.

+ *

Aibitration in South America.

A boundary dispute of long standing between

the republics of Peru (vol. ix, pp. 493, 501, 802;

vol. xi, pp. 134, 259, 437) and Bolivia (vol. ix, p.

825; vol. xi, p. 437) has been in the hands

of President Alcorta of Argentina for ad

judication. President Alcorta's decision was

given out on the 9th, and was immediately received

with satisfaction by the Peruvians, and with great

dissatisfaction by the Bolivians. The contested

territory—the Acre district recently purchased by

Brazil (vol. ix, p. 1091; vol. x, p. 514; vol. xi, p.

259) from Bolivia for $10,000,000—is divided by

the arbitral decision almost equally between Peru

and Bolivia, with some advantages in favor of

Peru. The Argentine and Peruvian legations at

La Paz, the capital of Bolivia, have been violently

attacked, and the city has suffered from general

rioting.

+ *

Nationalism Makes Advances in Persia.

The Persian Nationalists, long confined in their

operations to the neighborhood of Tabriz, and in

April apparently in desperate straits (p. 419),

have nevertheless gained instead of losing strength,

and have been wielding a powerful influence,

wringing from the Shah in May, as already re

ported (p. 469), a second constitution. The Shah

has appeared to be demoralized. Russia has been

preparing to intervene, ostensibly in behalf of the

foreigners resident in Persia; and the advance of

Russian troops (p. 419) was declared by the Eng

lish foreign secretary, Sir Edward Grey, in the

House of Commons on the 5th, to be with the full

consent of the British government. Shipadar-Je,

one of the Nationalist leaders, announced on the

5th, as his ultimatum, that the Russian troops

must leave Persia, and that a new and more lib

eral ministry must be formed by the Persian gov

ernment. In the meantime the Nationalists had

been drawing nearer and nearer to Teheran, and in

skirmishes had defeated the Shah's Cossacks. At

five o'clock on the morning of the 13th they en

tered the city by three gates. Thf found the Cos

sacks massed in the central square of the city, and

some fighting followed. But the populace every

where enthusiastically welcomed the Nationalists,

and a form of order, with street patrol, was

quickly established. No attempts were made to in

terfere with any of the legations, and the lives and

property of foreigners wore found to be in no way

endangered.

+ *

Fiscal Politics in Germany.

Later advices somewhat clarify the fiscal situa

tion in Germany (p. 636), which has resulted in
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the resignation of the Chancellor, Prince von Bue-

low. Eight months ago the Imperial Ministry

introduced a fiscal reform measure, one provision

of which proposed an inheritance tax upon direct

heirs, including widows and children. As previ

ously reported this proposal was defeated on the

24th of June by 194 to 136. Because of that de

feat, and of the new grouping of parties which it

disclosed, Prince von Buelow resigned as Chan

cellor, and the fiscal legislation was thereafter con

ducted by the Vice-Chancellor, Dr. von Beth-

mann-Hollweg.

Financial necessities prophetic of an enormous

deficit, forced an adjustment of some kind ; and

on the 10th the original measure, greatly modified,

was adopted by the Beichstag. As adopted *t

greatly increases the burdens of indirect taxation :

higher taxes on beer, tobacco and brandy; higher

duties on coffee, effervescent wines, cordials and

teas—the tea tax being quadrupled; stamp taxes

on checks, dividend coupons, stocks, bonds, etc.

These are samples of Conservative tax reform in

Germany. There is also a tax on real estate trans

fers. The National Liberals, the Eadicals and the

Socialists voted against the amended measure.

secured from the King, and as a result the Home

Secretary gave the deputation a hearing on the

8th. After reading the petition and listening to

arguments he promised to forward the petition to

the King. Meanwhile the Despard faction ob

tained access to the Prime Minister at the front

door of his residence as he was entering, on the

9th, and he accepted their petition. The police

court on the 9th decided against the suffragettes

arrested on the 30th (p. 663) and sentenced Miss

Pankhurst to a fine of $25 or imprisonment for a

month. The same sentence was imposed on Mrs.

Haverfield, daughter of Lord Abinger. Notice of

appeal was given. On the 12th fifteen suffragettes

who in the course of a raid on the House of Com

mons June 29 broke windows with stones hidden

in brown paper parcels went to prison for a month

rather than pay fines. The suffragettes who pre

sented the petition to Mr. Asquith were arrested

and charged with disorderly conduct. They re

fused on the 12th to pay fines, and were sentenced

each to three weeks' imprisonment. They are re

fusing to eat, and are resisting the efforts to force

them to change their street clothing for the prison

garb, and are ignoring the prison rules of silence.

The right of petition is involved in these cases.

In connection with the tax on real estate trans

fers, a resolution is adopted by the Beichstag which

requires that a bill be introduced by April 1, 1911,

formulating a method for the taxation of the un

earned increment of land values. A ministerial

memorandum on this subject had been submitted

to the Reichstag on the 15th of June as embodying

the views of the treasury department. This memo

randum declared that a measure for the taxation

of increased land values for purposes of Imperial

finance would not be feasible at present, because

it would interfere with municipal taxation. In

summing up the results of the investigation of the

treasury department, however, the memorandum

declared that the taxation of unearned increment

is justifiable, and is very suitable for local pur

poses, but cannot be considered for the purposes

of the present Imperial finance reform, as it is still

too obscure both in theory and practice to enable

the scheme to be worked out within the time at the

Government's disposal. It is apparently in defer

ence to the final suggestion that the Reichstag has

now directed the Government to bring in two

years hence, a measure for unearned increment

taxation.

The British Suffragette Movement.

New tactics for securing a hearing were adopted

by the London suffragettes (p. 663) on the 7th.

The Pankhurst faction, led by Mrs. Pankhurst,

approached the King, but were ejected from the

palace grounds. Some suggestion was, however,

British Land Values Taxation.

The weekly cable letter of T. P. O'Connor, M.

P., as it appears in the Chicago Tribune of the

11th, describes the contest in the House of Com

mons over the financial bill (p. 635), as having

brought on a collision between the Liberal party

and the Labor party on one side, and the Irish

party on the other,—a collision which at one point

reduced the Ministerial majority to a dangerous

minimum. As Mr. O'Connor explains, however,

Lloyd-George is anxious not to antagonize the

Irish party, and the Irish party is "anxious to

support his land taxes so long as they do not hurt

Ireland." In further explanation of the land

values taxation issue, Mr. O'Connor says in this

letter of the 10th :

The hope of the tariff reformers [protectionists]

was that they could prove that taxation could not

be further increased without a tax on imports, which

they describe as a tax on the foreigner. The other

economic reason which works against the land tax

is the enormous number of persons who are Inter

ested in house and in building property near towns.

Added to all this element there Is that mighty landed

interest which, ever since William the Norman

created the feudal land system ten centuries ago,

has been the chief and most powerful factor in the

government of England. That class gathers around

it not merely all the men and women of ancient

birth, but also vast numbers of the nouveaux riches.

The big capitalists of London are as fierce against

the land taxes as the nobleman of the most ancient

and purest descent; Lord Rothschild walks arm in

arm with Lord Derby; the one only removed by two
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generations from the Jewry in Frankfort, the other

descendant of men who belong to the twilight of

English history and who appear again and again

writ in large letters on the pages of Shakespeare.

The wild enthusiasm which on the other side has

been created by the budget, marks a spirit of vio

lent reaction from the gloom and even despair which

had settled down on the Liberal ranks up to the in

troduction of this terrible engine of war which

Lloyd-George has forged. Bill after bill had been

rejected by the House of Lords, and the Liberal

party felt itself enraged, defied, but helpless, and

the Liberal ministers either passed academic, innocu

ous and impotent resolutions or sat twiddling their

thumbs. The whole world of reaction laughed at

all these performances. They were like the gri

maces which, in the old Chinese books of war, Chi

nese soldiers were instructed to employ to frighten

an enemy approaching with Maxim guns and ex

plosive shells. And upon this impotent rage and

hope deferred there suddenly descends this huge

Dreadnought of Lloyd-George. It is welcomed, there

fore, not merely as a great instrument of finance,

but as a vindication of free trade taxation; as an

attempt to equalize the burdens of rich and poor—

though all these things have done much to create

its extraordinary popularity. It is welcomed even

more as a declaration of war against the House of

Lords and as the most formidable and provocative

weapon in such a fight that has ever yet been de

vised.

And a fight with the House of Lords on some

issue that would appeal to the English people is what

the English Liberals have been asking for during the

last three years. They have been so anxious to find

such an issue as to be like the legendary Irishman

who trailed his coat to provoke somebody to tread

upon its tail. And at last it looks as if the Lords

were going to accept the challenge, or perhaps one

should say fall into the trap. The proposal is that

the House of Lords should accept' all parts of the

budget except those which refer to the land taxes,

and that they should, by dividing the budget into

two parts, accept one-half and reject the other.

All kinds of arguments are being used to prove that

this would not be a violation of the privileges of

the House of Commons. The Spectator, the ablest

and sanest of the Tory organs, argues, for instance,

that while it is not in the power of the House of

Lords to levy a tax on the nation, it has the power

to relieve the nation of a tax, and that therefore If

the House of Lords only excises the land taxes it

will be acting within its rights, for it will be reliev

ing, not burdening, the people. The Liberal jour

nals hail these challenges with ferocious delight.

And I think they are right. It cannot be possible

that Englishmen will be reactionary enough to al

low the right of the people to tax themselves

through their elected representatives to be filched

by such an unrepresentative assembly as the House

of Lords.

But before it comes to that point a good many

things will have to happen. The Liberals will not

allow the House of Lords to force them into a gen

eral election without a desperate struggle. They

are entitled to declare that this would mean that

the House of Lords could always paralyze any Lib

eral majority, however great, in the House of Com

mons, by sending it back whenever it liked to the

constituencies again. It would be nothing short of

a declaration of surrender to the House of Lords.

What the Liberal ministry will do, then, is to send

back the budget bill unchanged In a single line or

word or comma to the House of Lords, and perhaps

they will send it back again and again. In the

meantime there will be something like financial

chaos. Already some millions of new taxes have

been collected; already they have been spent; they

can't be got back again, and one can easily Imagine

the condition Into which England will be thrown If

such a state of financial anarchy were to be set up.

In this imbroglio the King will have a difficult as

well as a momentous part to play. The Liberals will

appeal to him as the last resort to make the same

threat as his ancestor, William IV., did in 1832—

that is to say, to tell the House of Lords that if they

do not accept the budget bill he will use his un

doubted power as Sovereign to create as many new

peers as will swamp their majority and create an

other. This, of course, if carried out, would be a

revolution, but by the time this struggle has reached

that point the temper in England will be revolution

ary.

In the meantime one hears the clash of arms for

the fight everywhere. This big agitation in the

country, of which Winston Churchill has been made

the commander-in-chief, will be formidable. It is

proposed to hold meetings in every constituency; to

send speakers to them; in other words, to do every

thing to lash the masses into a cyclone of passion on

behalf of the budget and against the House of Lords.

A special dispatch of the 10th from London to the

Chicago Record-Herald describes the House of

Commons as devoting three days a week to the

financial bill, and as sitting until 3 and 4 o^clock

in the morning. The "plutocratic landed interests

and the liquor element" are named as growing

daily more stubborn in their opposition. They

are striving, says this dispatch, "te break the phys

ical strength of the Chancellor of the Exchequer,

upon whose shoulders falls the whole brunt of the

defense." The dispatch adds : "If he were to be

put out of the running through illness or over

strain, his opponents know that no one else in the

government can carry this highly complex meas

ure through. But Lloyd-George so far has proved

himself more than a match for his opponents. His

urbanity, good humor, confident courage and readi

ness in reply are irresistible."

The Liberal compaign before the people, in be

half of the budget, was officially opened in the Em

pire Music Hall, at Southport, on the 2d, by the

Prime Minister and leader of the Liberal party,

Mr. Asquith. He spoke to an audience of 3,000

people. The speech was comprehensive in its dis

cussion of Imperial affairs; but, like the interest

of the audience, it centered upon the issue of land

values taxation. On this issue he said, as reported

by the Liverpool Post and Mercury of the 3d :

I admit, and I not only admit but I claim, it
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strikes new fiscal ground. . . . These taxes, though

popularly and conveniently described as taxes upon

land, are not in the strict sense of the term taxes

upon land at all (hear, hear). What are they? A

very distinguished economist, a professor of po

litical economy at Cambridge, writing in the

"Times" today, says that the proper description for

them would be taxes upon windfalls (laughter).

And that, ladies and gentlemen, is really what they

are (cheers). That is to say, what the state Is do

ing is not putting a tax upon land as such. Nothing

of the kind. What it is doing is this: it is saying

to the landowners—the owners of certain classes of

land—I will come to that in a moment—the owners

of certain classes or categories of land—that when

your land acquires through causes for which you are

not responsible, and to which you have not con

tributed, but which result from the growth of the

community and action of the community—when

your land under these conditions, and these condi

tions only, acquires an increment of value, either ac

tually realized or conveniently realisable, the state

will step in and exact a toll (applause). . . . When

this increment duty was first proposed our oppo

nents, who have not now got a complete, but then

had only partial possession of the real facts, de

clared that it was a novelty and a socialistic inven

tion. It was pointed out that it had been in opera

tion for a good many years in a very conservative

community in the town of Frankfort, in the German

Empire. Then they said: "But it is not safe for us

to legislate on the isolated experience of a single

or, perhaps one or two German towns." It was then

pointed out that it was in operation or intended

operation in something like 200 German municipali

ties, and in two of our own colonies, and the Con

servative party in the Reichstag were putting it

forwfcrd for Imperial taxation against Prince Von

Buelow's policy. That was rather awkward (laugh

ter). They retorted that taxes of this kind might

be good enough for a benighted continental race,

but that it was not good enough to thrust down the

throats of a freeborn Englishman or Scotsman. That

was a condition of argumentative bankruptcy to

which the opponents of the increment tax had now

been reduced.

Let me pass now in a few words to the other tax,

the tax on undeveloped land. There is much mis

apprehension on this subject. . . . What is the scope

of the tax and its general effect? Let me point out

to you that like the increment duty with which I

have already dealt, it is in its intention, and it will

be in its effect, primarily a fiscal instrument, name

ly, a means of raising revenue for the Exchequer.

It merely says—and here again, I think, we come

down to an almost elementary principle of social

justice—it merely says those classes of land shall be

taxed. On the basis of real as distinguished from

perfectly fictitious value such land is under rented.

That is to say, for a number of reasons, reasons

which are satisfactory to the owner, it is bringing

in a lower yield than it would if put into the market,

bring in, and ought to bring in. Take the case of

land which can be sold for immediate development,

but which is being held up, and legitimately held up,

in the hope of getting a higher price in the future.

Such land can command a definite economic rent,

and Js capable of producing an income. That land

ought to form part of the taxable income of the

country. The landowner does not take that rent,

but chooses to forego it, and the source of revenue

is reduced pro tanto, and the national income re

duced so much. He does this for his own purpose,

and in the hope of future profit, and it is clearly

only fair and Just that the state should apply to him

rather than to other taxpayers to make up the de

ficiency (cheers). Now, ladies and gentlemen, it is

said one of the effects of this undeveloped land duty

will be to put pressure on landowners to sell their

land. Perhaps it will (hear, hear). Is that a calam

ity to the community (laughter)? Is that a con

tingency which we ought to regard with horror and

aversion, and against which we ought to take all pos

sible precautions and safeguards? Remember this,

we hear a great deal about the withdrawal of cap

ital from this country. It is quite true that capital

can be withdrawn from one area to another, and

sometimes that transference is beneficial to the

other area (laughter) ; but land cannot be removed

(cheers). It cannot be removed, I say, and even if

this terrible calamity should happen and there

should be a transference of ownership, the land is

still there, and the community will continue to enjoy

It. The truth is ... it only taxes part of the wind

fall as and when it falls. ... It only taxes a man on

an income which he might enjoy, but chooses for the

time being for purposes of his own to forego (hear,

hear). I maintain that taxation which seeks these

ends by these means is taxation which is not only

sound in economic principle but which conforms to

the eternal and immutable principles of social justice

(cheers).

*

Some idea of the tremendous agitation over

fundamentals which the discussion of this British

budget has produced in England may be had from

the following description by A. J. Moxham, who

writes from London under date of the 30th that—

the Government is aggressively fighting through the

new budget, embodying quite a touch of single tax

ideas. The speeches in Parliament pro and con,

and the editorials in all the leading papers are full

of the land question. I feel that it confirms the be

lief, which I have held for a long while, that the

sooner the single tax line of thought can be got into

actual politics the better. Not only is the discus

sion in evidence upon every side, but all the

speeches are listened to by large audiences, and all

the articles that the papers are full of are absorbed

by an immense number of readers. The condition

of affairs over here would have done Henry George's

heart good if he were living to be a witness of it;

and no matter what may be the fate of the present

budget, the net result is going to be a big step for

ward. The United Committees for the Taxation of

Land Values, which have been at the helm for some

time, have pushed forward so far that for the first

time in their history they are to-day in command

of sufficient subscriptions to keep the work going

comfortably.

* * *

The oldest discoverable forms of property in land

were forms of collective property.—Sir Henry Sum

ner Maine,
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NEWS NOTES

—Professor Simon Newcomb, astronomer and

scientific writer, died at his home in Washington on

the 11th, at the age of 74.

—In a libel suit at Chicago, against Dwight H.

Perkins, architect of the Board of Education, Judge

Foster decided on the 7th that the term "grafter"

is not libelous without proof of special damage.

—The National Educational Association's annual

convention has been in session at Denver. James

Y. Joyner, of North Carolina, was elected president,

and San Francisco was selected for next year's con

vention.

—The Harvester trust has made an offer to its

employes good until August 15, to sell them shares

in the company at $6.50 a share below market price

for preferred and $10 a share below market price for

common stock.

—A national convention of the Jolly joker club,

composed of collectors of post cards, was held at

Chicago on the 7th. This club was organized at

Nashville, Tenn., three years ago and now numbers

5,000 members.

—The four hundredth anniversary of the birth of

John Calvin was celebrated at Geneva, Switzerland,

during the first ten days of July, closing with a his

toric pageant representing the growth of science and

literature in the 15th and lGth centuries.

—Unprecedented rains in Kansas, Missouri, Iowa

and Texas have flooded the rivers of those States.

An Atchison, Topeka and Santa F6 train near Po

mona, Kans., on the 7th, while proceeding on sub

merged tracks, was wrecked, with some loss of life.

Train service over wide areas in the flooded regions

has been generally suspended.

—Marriage with a deceased wife's sister, legalized

by act of Parliament in Great Britain two years ago

(vol. x, p. 515), was declared contrary to the moral

rules of the church and the principles of the Scrip

tures, by the leading bishops, clergy and laymen of

the Church of England, in council assembled, on

the 8th, by a vote of 224 to 24.

—A cyclone in the Texas panhandle on the 9th

caused four deaths. On the 11th the Mississippi

valley was widely swept by cyclones. Four persons

were killed and nineteen injured at Ortonville, Minn.

At Abilene, Kans., and at Pana and Xenia, 111., build

ings were wrecked and persons injured. The same

general region also suffered severely from electrical

storms on the 12 th.

—Madar lal Dhinagri, the Indian student who shot

Lieutenant Colonel Sir William H. C. Wyllie and Dr.

Calas Lalcaca in London on the night of the 1st

(p. 663), was committed for trial for murder at the

Old Bailey on the 10th. Dhinagri is reported as

justifying the assassination on the ground that the

English have no rights in India, and that therefore

the killing by an Indian of any Englishman who has

taken part in the English control of India, is a patri

otic act.

—On charges of participation in the campaign of

bomb-thrpwlng In connection with gambling houses

in Chicago (p. 661), two arrests of labor union men

have been made during the week. Vincent A. Alt-

man, assistant business agent of the carpenters'

union and formerly a policeman ,and his brother Jo

seph, are the persons arrested. The police are dis

regarding the gambling element and trying to turn

the case against labor unions. Vincent Altman is

held in default of $70,000 bail.

—The tercentenary celebrations of the discovery

of Lake Champlain, which began at Port Henry,

N. Y., on the 5th (p. 663), were continued on the 6th

at Fort Ticonderoga, with speeches from President

Taft, the English Ambassador, Mr. Bryce, and the

French Ambassador, Mr. Jusserand; and on the 7th

at Plattsburg, N. Y., with the same speakers and

Governor Hughes of New York, and Governor Prouty

of Vermont. The tercentenary closed at Isle la

Motte, Vt., on the 9th, with speeches by the two

Governors.

—The 24th international convention of the United

Society of Christian Endeavor opened at St. Paul on

the 7th. The biennial report of the general secre

tary showed that 2,355 new societies, with a mem

bership of 94,200, had been added to the United

Society during the last two years, making the pres

ent net enrollment 71,493 societies, with a total mem

bership of 3,651,000, representing practically all

the Evangelical denominations. The trustees re

elected Francis E. Clark as President, a»d William

Shaw as General Secretary.

PRESS OPINIONS

Ripening Prospeiity.

Dun's Review (business), July 3.—Statistics of

traffic and exchanges and reports from the princi

pal industries and mercantile centers confirm the

recent evidences of improvement in business confi

dence and activity. . . . [July 10].—No one can now

question the substantial character of the revival in

the iron and steel trade, which is rapidly rising to

high water mark levels. The output of the principal

producer has already reached within a moderate

percentage of full capacity, and railroads as well

as builders in leading branches of construction work

are In the market with their orders. This wonderful

change, in a short period, in the activity of the

greatest manufacturing industry of the country; the

bright outlook for the crops, that of corn giving

promise of an unprecedented yield ; the cheapness of

money; and the fact that the tariff bill has been

passed by the Senate;—these are the conspicuous

features of the business situation. Naturally they

serve to strengthen the newborn confidence and to

encourage new enterprises.

The Tariff Issue.

Lewiston (Me.) Sun (ind.), June 30.—What seems

now most desirable is that the bill passed at this

session be a clear, unequivocal victory for Aldrich

and high protection. No doubt great account will

be made of many reductions that look large but are

really Ineffective. It need not take long to expose
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the imposition. Then the agitation for a real re

vision must start anew. But it must be something

different from the plan of campaign planless which

has characterized the present session. It must have

the people behind it more earnest and unanimous

than has been apparent this time. The issue must

be simpler and more sharply denned. The attack

must be on a few lines. The demand should be for

free iron, free lumber, free coal, free wool, free

hides, free machines. The rates should be brought

to a simple ad valorem basis. The retaliatory pol

icy of maximum and minimum rates should be aban

doned. But who will stand for such a program? Not

the Democrats, until they can get onto some com

mon ground as to what Democratic tariff faith real

ly Is. Not the Republican insurgents, until they get

together on a definition of the kind of protection

that is good. Perhaps it is little use to expect either

Republicans or Democrats to organize an attack on

the protectionism that Aldrich stands for. Erving

Winslow's Consumers' Party may be the only way.

The "Third Degree."

Philadelphia Public Ledger (ind.), June 28.—There

has grown up in this country a method of procedure

in the treatment of suspects and prisoners which

outrages every sense of justice and decency. The

application of the so-called "third degree" reduces

to a hideous mockery the legal assumption—that

every man is assumed to be Innocent until he shall

be proved guilty—upon which the criminal practice

of this country is based, and puts the American po

lice and their practices upon the level of those of

Russia. . . . Until the system shall be totally ban

ished from American criminal procedure, all Ameri

can talk about humanity and civilization In the treat

ment of crime and criminals will be but hypocrisy

and sham.

+ +

How Policemen are Punished.

The Chicago Daily Socialist (Soc), July 6.—Did

you ever hear of a policeman who had gained the

displeasure of the officials "higher up" being sent to

a "bad" district? Did you ever hear of one who had

gained the favor of these same higher officials who

was promoted to a "good" district? Do you know

what constitutes a "good" district? Do you know

why others are called "bad"? Did you know that a

"bad" district is a suburban one where there is lit

tle crime and where the work is pleasant? Do you

know that those districts are called "good" that in

clude the gambling joints, dives and criminal re

sorts? Why do you suppose this distinction Is made?

Why do you suppose that the slum districts are so

eagerly sought for? Of course there is no "graft"

involved.

* *

A Just Caution.

La Follette's (ind. Rep.), July 10.—Two years ago

Mayor Busse of Chicago put out of business all gam

blers save those chosen by the police to be "pro

tected." Shortly after, the residence of John Con

don, a gambler king am1 friend of Busse, was dyna

mited,—presumably by the gamblers put out of busi

ness. Since that time thirty more bombs have been

exploded, most of them about the premises of gam

blers. The police are either afraid or unable to ar

rest the guilty parties. The thirty-first bomb was

set off the other night, injuring several persons and

doing much damage. One of the "theories" by

which the police and some others explain this out

rage is that it was a union-labor outrage! Moral:

When violence is laid to the labor unions, withold

judgment. Many selfish interests are eager to blame

them.

+ +

Two of a Kind.

The Indianapolis News.—It is a strange fact that

the most strenuous advocates of protectionism in

England belong to that party which is the most

earnest defender of the existing order, Including

of course the land system. . . . It Is the land

owners who argue that the way to make the poor

man prosperous and happy Is, not to give him

access to the land, but to increase the cost of his

bread. Keep him landless and raise his taxes—

such is the program of the English protectionists.

. . . We should think that the first thing to do

would be to free the land by breaking down the

policy of landlordism. This, however, Is just what

the noble land owners will not consent to do.

. . . The protected interests want to make the

country prosperous and the poor man rich by im

posing taxes for the benefit of those same protected

interests. . . . When classes legislate they al

ways legislate for their own benefit. So it Is that

the landlords of England are willing to do anything

to help the people of England except to surrender

their own monopoly. And the party that Is hottest

for a protective tariff is that same party which Is

bound up with the present social arrangements,

which In turn are based on control of the land.

The Unearned Increment of Land.

The Montreal Dally Witness (Ind.), July 3.—The

governments of Great Britain and of Germany have

both vindicated the long, patient and zealous propa

ganda of the land tax, initiated by Henry George,

to the extent of introducing into their budgets the

principle that the unearned Increment in the value

of land is matter for special taxation. This phrase,

"unearned increment," was invented by John Stuart

Mill, who regarded the increase in the value of land

conferred by the growth of the community as be

longing by right to the community, and therefore as

something that in equity could very well be taxed

away. The Introduction of the principle of taxing

it, has of necessity aroused the greatest Interest on

the part of those whom It primarily affects, not

alone in the specific taxes Imposed, but still more in

the principle of such taxation, as It is plain that to

admit that principle is to look forward to its com

plete application in time.

Child: "Suppose I called you a mean old pig, what

would happen?"

Governess: "I should tell your father, and he would

punish you."

Child: "And if I only thought it?"

Governess: "No harm so long as you don't say it."

Child: "Then I only think it."—Life.
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RELATED THINGS

CONTRIBUTIONS AND REPRINT

GLOUCESTER MOORS.

From William Vaughn Moody's Poems, Published by

Houghton, Mifflin & Co.

A mile behind is Gloucester town

Where the fishing fleets put in,

A mile ahead the land dips down

And the woods and farms begin.

Here, where the moors stretch free

In the high blue afternoon,

Are the marching sun and talking sea.

And the racing winds that wheel and flee

On the flying heels of June.

Jill-o'er-the-ground is purple blue,

Blue is the quaker-maid,

The wild geranium holds its dew

Long in the boulder's shade.

Wax-red hangs the cup

From the huckleberry boughs.

In barberry bells the grey moths sup,

Or where the choke-cherry lifts high up

Sweet bowls for their carouse.

Over the shelf of the sandy cove

Beach-peas blossom late.

By copse and cliff the swallows rove

Each calling to his mate.

Seaward the sea-gulls go,

And the land-birds all are here;

That green-gold flash was a vireo.

And yonder flame where the marsh-flags grow

Was a scarlet tanager.

This earth is not the steadfast place

We landsmen build upon;

From deep to deep she varies pace,

And while she comes is gone.

Beneath my feet I feel

Her smooth bulk heave and dip;

With velvet plunge and soft upreel

She swings and steadies to her keel

Like a gallant, gallant ship.

These summer clouds she sets for sail,

The sun is her masthead light,

She tows the moon like a pinnace frail

Where her phosphor wake churns bright.

Now hid, now looming clear,

On the face of the dangerous blue

The star fleets tack and wheel and veer,

But on, but on does the old earth steer

As if her port she knew.

God, dear God! Does she know her port,

Though she goes so far about?

Or blind astray, does she make her sport

To brazen and chance it out?

I watched when her captains passed:

She were better captainless.

Men In the cabin, before the mast,

But some were reckless and some aghast,

And some sat gorged at mess.

By her battened hatch I leaned and caught

Sounds from the noisome hold,—

Cursing and sighing of souls distraught

And cries too sad to be told.

Then I strove to go down and see;

But they said, "Thou art not of us!"

I turned to those on the deck with me

And cried, "Give help!" But they said, "Let be:

Our ship sails faster thus."

Jill-o'er-the-ground is purple blue,

Blue is the quaker-maid,

The alderclump where the brook comes through

Breeds cresses in its shade.

To be out of the moiling street

With its swelter and its sin!

Who has given to me this sweet,

And given my brother dust to eat?

And when will his wage come in?

Scattering wide or blown in ranks,

Yellow and white and brown.

Boats and boats from the fishing banks

Come home to Gloucester town.

There is cash to purse and spend.

There are wives to be embraced,

Hearts to borrow and hearts to lend,

And hearts to take and keep to the end—

O little sails, make haste!

But thou, vast outbound ship of souls,

What harbor town for thee?

What shapes, when thy arriving tolls,

Shall crowd the banks to see?

Shall all the happy shipmates then

Stand singing brotherly?

Or shall a haggard ruthless few

Warp her over and bring her to,

While the many broken souls of men

Fester down in the slaver's pen,

And nothing to say or do?

THE IDEAL PATRIOTISM.

From a Seimon Delivered at Christ Church, Pough-

keepsie, July 4, by the Rev. Frederick S. Arnold.

If ever there was an intensely national, patriotic

people it was that old people of Israel. The Old

Testament is a patriotic book from cover to cover.

The Jewish nation was born out of one man's de

votion to principle,—Abraham. That man came

out from the idolaters, to wander a homeless, Be

douin sheik seeking an abiding country where the

corruptions of the heathen should cease. Israel

served and suffered in Egypt. God brought them

forth with a strong hand and with a stretched out

arm. Moses consolidated the nation,—giving them

the holy law. Heroes like Joshua and David,

fought and died, prophets like Elijah—"the char

iots of Israel and the horsemen thereof"—worked,

preached, reformed, and suffered ; Israel was a na

tion glorious in history, holy and divine.

Yet, if we turn the pages of the Old Testament,

we find one thing ever present there that we don't

find in Livy, that we don't find in Thucydides. or
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any Gentile author of the ancient world. The

thing the patriot strove for, the prophet preached

for, the hero died for, it never was the mere ex

ternal, empirical fact, the state as it happened to

be, the government of Ahaz, the dynasty of Omri,

the monarchy of Saul.

No, often and often the chosen of the Lord is

David, head of a new, more righteous house; or

Jehu, leader of a revolutionary movement; or

again the Maccabees, patriots in arms against a

godless state.

And the prophets are the great radicals, the

great democrats ; Nathan rebuking King David to

his face because he had taken the poor man's wife ;

Elijah denouncing the utter vengeance of God

against King Ahab because he had taken the poor

man's land.

The thing the patriot strove for, the prophet

preached for, the hero died for, was the ideal of

the nation, the true Israel, God's commonwealth,

the nation as it ought to be. Study the Old Testa

ment and learn God's idea of patriotism—the de

votion in the state to all that is best and to all that

is going to be better, the fiery war with abuses, the

reforming zeal of the prophets, the splendid vision

of God's great, free, democratic ideal.

Israel had the holy law: Justice between man

and man and equal justice to all men ; not infinite

delays of justice for the rich and the "third de

gree" for the poor. Israel was a democratic com

monwealth, the land equally secured to every

Israelite and no monopoly or privilege for the

few.

Israel was a holy nation, a peculiar people,

where individual purity and cleanliness of living,

exalted family life and simple, economical condi

tions, were the nation's ideal. Tyranny came in

deed, and special privilege, and drunken luxury.

In the end they brought defeat, captivity, and ex

ile beyond Babylon. The prophet never lied for

them, the patriot never bowed to them. When the

bitter days came Jeremiah mourned over the sins

of Israel, denouncing the judgment of sin. At a

yet more tragic day, one greater than Jeremiah

mourned for Jerusalem and for the daughters of

Jerusalem. He, the Holiest, denounced woes

more awful than the woes of Jetemiah upon the

sinful state.

So we come back to our text taken out of the

ancient law. There is the religious basis of pa

triotism and the true spirit of reform ; the devo

tion, not to the faults and errors of a nation's life,

but to the national ideal.

"Hearken, 0 Israel, unto the statutes and unto

the judgments which I teach you, for to do them,

that )re may live, and go in and possess the land

which the Lord God of your fathers giveth you."

(r>--t-vonomy, iv: 1.)

1 vo, from the Old Testament, the inspired

o.u.ics of God, is the lesson of the true patriotism

for you and me to-day. It is the devotion to the

national ideal ; to justice and democracy, to liberty

and to equality of opportunity for every citizen of

the Republic.

Such were the ideals that Washington fought

for, that Lincoln died for, that Jefferson taught,

that Wendell Phillips and Lloyd Garrison

achieved, that Beccher preached and Whittier sang.

There is a false patriotism that supports abuse

because it is our own, that refuses to pull down

the flag although maybe the flag never ought to

have run up in that particular faraway land, that

breathes national hatred and nurses sectionalism

and war.

The real patriotism is a holy thing, a religious

thing, a moral thing. The real patriotism is the

prophet's preaching, the reformer's labor, and

hero's service to bring about a better world.

It is not my duty to-day to discuss the living is

sues of this time, to indicate how public officials

ought to act or how the citizens should vote. It is

my duty to sound the high note of a consecrated

devotion for every man and woman here to the

cleanest, freest, broadest ideal of national policy

and public life that he or she can understand. In

office or out of office, through the influence of the

women as well as through the votes of the men,

there is work for every one of us to do. Eternal

vigilance is the price of liberty. Each succeeding

generation has its own political, social, and eco

nomic problems that must be met by new expedi

ents and new reformers. Without being blinded

by prejudice, without undue subservience to party

when our own party may be in the wrong, without

a selfish devotion to what we narrowly consider

our own class interests, let us go forth from this

great service to-day, determined, in the spirit of an

enlightened, an ideal, a religious patriotism, to do

our little share toward making our America God's

Commonwealth.

+ * *

WORK OF THE CHICAGO CITY

GARDENS ASSOCIATION.

Portions of an Article by Laura Dainty Pelham, Pub

lished in The Survey of June 19.

If any lingering doubts exist as to the possi

bility of vacant-lot gardening for those in need

in large cities, the present experiment in Chicago,

although in its infancy, will materially aid in

casting them out. Every suggestion of difficulty

in connection with the movement has been tri

umphantly met and swept aside. Land in plenty

was to be had for the asking. Tools and material

required in the preparation were at once offered,

and the question most frequently raised by the

skeptical, "Where will the people come from to

till the gardens?" soon resolved itself into the

puzzle of how to keep them off, so greatly in ex
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cess of space which could be made available the

first season, the demand for lots became. . .

At first the committee considered small scat

tered gardens in various sections of the city, and a

canvass was made and permission secured for the

use of much such property, but the International

Harvester Company's generous offer of twenty or

more acres in one tract made it seem wise and

best to concentrate our first year's work on a

single piece of land, and the "Harvester Garden"

became our initial effort.

This land is located on Marshall boulevard, in

a really ideal spot for such a purpose. Off to the

south the clay banks of the drainage canal form

a fine barrier for possible marauders; the great

McCormick works are to the east; the beautiful

grounds of the House of Correction are just oppo

site, while on the northern boundary we have the

Chicago river which at this point is clear and at

tractive. Marshall boulevard, always gay with

automobiles and carriages, forms an angle here and

bounds the gardens on two sides.

The land has been divided into eighth-acre lots,

150 feet by 36. Between the lots there is a path

two feet wide, and between the sections, A, B, C,

and D, there is an eight foot roadway. Another

year we hope to have several more sections on

this tract, but this season, four, with twenty-five

lots in each, seemed all that the committee could

successfully manage. This furnishes land for 100

families and every inch of space is now occupied.

Lots which were taken and given up for any cause,

were eagerly seized by waiting families, and

already many of the workers have spoken for their

lots for another season. Most of the farmers have

been sent by the various settlements and char

ity organizations, but the immediate neighborhood

furnishes some, and the tuberculosis institute has

several of its charges successfully working. A

large number of applicants are friends of those

who already have secured land for this year, and

it seems quite plain to the management that the

difficulty in the immediate future will be, not in

securing farmers, but in finding suitable places for

them to carry on their work. . . .

The bungalow, which is to be built by the Out-

Door Art League, will be a welcome addition to

the garden, and the roomy porches on three sides

will give shelter to many tired mothers and sleep

ing babies. The bungalow will occupy the south

west corner of the tract, and will contain two

large rest rooms, tool closet and lavatories. Ad

joining the bungalow on the east side, the United

Charities will establish a playground for the chil

dren and nearby will be the model garden of the

superintendent.

An abundant water supply protects the gar

deners against possible drought, and provision is

being made for helping hands for those whose

strength may fail on occasion. The wise leader

ship of our superintendent, backed by the enthusi

asm of the committee, we feel sure, will hold in

line the few stragglers who, unaccustomed to sys

tematic effort, might, if left alone, fall by the

wayside, and so the very small per cent of chance

of failure is minimized to practically nothing.

Next year we hope to give results that will show

our effort is worth while. At present we can only

state our purpose, which cannot be done in better

words than to quote from the Philadelphia Vacant

Lot Association: "Not to give charity, but to

open an opportunity for those in need, to help

themselves by their own work."

MR. FELS'S ENGLISH "BACK TO

THE LAND" EXPERIMENT.

From an Interview With Joseph Fels, Written by

Llewellyn Horbury for the Christian Com

monwealth of June 9.

Let Mr. Fels tell the story.

"Opportunity is what the small man wants,

and if there is one thing the land-owning employer

is determined he shall not have, it is opportu

nity. Now it was to provide this opportunity that,

something under three years ago, I bought May-

land,* which was then an abandoned farm of

about 600 acres, which had employed three men

and two boys. Today there are about three hun

dred souls dependent directly or indirectly upon

the industry carried on there.

"Part of the land is divided into twenty-one

small holdings of five to six acres, half of each

being planted to fruit and the balance set aside

for market garden produce, poultry, pigs, and in

tensive! culture under glass and frames. French

gardening is carried on to a large extent with

the cultivation of large quantities of early vege

tables and salads for the watering-places, of which

the nearest is Southend, about fourteen miles dis

tant, with a permanent population of about 60,-

000, and an equally large summer population in

addition. This place forms a very active market

for our produce, vegetables, and fruits. Then we

have a large experimental garden for the benefit

of the small holders, where we find out what new

fruits and vegetables can with profit be introduced

into the district. Here the intensive cultivation

is not extreme, but is more intensive than that of

ordinary market gardens. Also there are hot

houses in which are grown ordinary dish fruits

under glass."

"How do you distribute the produce of your

small holders?" I asked.

•The "Fels Small Holdings and French Gardens" are

situated at Mayland, In Essex county, England.—Editors

of The Public.

■(■Intensive cultivation is that by which, through the as

siduous application of labor and fertilization, the soil is

made 10 yield the greatest results, both in the size and

quality of the crops, and In the number of crops har

vested successively In the year.—Editors of The Public.
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"Co-operation! We have two specially built

vans driven round to every house in the district,

a salesman with each van. The proceeds are

pooled, each man being credited with the value

of the produce he has contributed. The small

holders have formed themselves into a co-operative

society for buying seeds, manures, tools, etc.; the

co-operative shop also houses the local postal tele

graph office.

"Moreover, we look after the recreative side of

their life. There is a playground for the sports

and pastimes of the villagers. For the children

there is a good school, and we are introducing

a novelty in the form of an open-air school,

which will, when complete, be perhaps the first of

its kind in the country for healthy children. It

will be used nine months out of the twelve. Ad

joining the schools are the baths and the school

gardens, for," added Mr. Fels, with a merry twin

kle in his eye, "we believe in catching the farmer

young."

"What other attractions have you at Mayland ?"

<rWe have started the cultivation of fish. Hav

ing a dyke a third of a mile in length, with a res

ervoir at each end, for draining off the surface

water from the land, we have stocked it with

domestic fish, such as roach, bream, tench, etc.,

which we expect will soon supply dishes for our

small holders' dinner tables. The present idea

is to charge the villagers six-pence per day for

the privilege of fishing, it being forbidden to take

fish under six inches long."

"Do you employ many laborers, and what pro

vision do you make for them?"

"The balance of the 630 acres, which is not

used for small holdings, is run as a farm, under

the superintendence of a competent man. As I

said before, this was an abandoned farm when

we took it, employing only three men and two

boys. Now it provides regular employment for

from twenty-five to thirty men, and there are fif

teen farm laborers' cottages, each with its bit of

ground for a kitchen garden."

Surely this is a triumphant demonstration of

the wisdom of a scientific "Back to the Land" pol

icy, and those of us who know anything of the

land hunger which is gnawing at the vitals of

village life cannot help wishing for a thousand

Joseph Felses to re-colonize rural Britain on the

lines of the Mayland scheme. Turning from the

general to the particular, I asked, "What, in your

opinion, is the present position of small holdings

under the Act?"

"I do not think that any considerable number

of the thousands of men applying for small hold

ings will be accommodated. The present Small

Holdings Act is something of a farce, and worth

less for any other purpose than that of helping

the landlords to put up the price of their land.

The county councils, who are supposed to

have power under the Act to acquire land

for farm laborers and others desiring small

holdings, are usually composed of large

farmers and landowners, and really do not want

to do anything to increase the number of small

holdings, and thus decrease the chances of the

employers to get cheap labor. A man who gets

no more by working for others than he can earn

for himself will probably prefer to work for him

self. To keep down wages there must be a margin

of unemployment, and no one is more alive to this

fact than the employing landowner."

"Then what is the remedy, Mr. Fels?"

"I see no other remedy than the complete cure

of the whole evil. This could be effected by the

taxation of land values, whether in town or coun

try, which must have the effect of bringing large

tracts of land into use and being broken up into

small holdings for the use of the common peo

ple."

"Will the present Budget help this?"

"To a limited extent. It does not go far enough.

The fact that there is to be a valuation of land

and the very small tax which the Budget pro

vides will only scare the most timid landlords

to let loose. Still, we are glad to get the relief

given by this Budget Bill; it is undoubtedly the

thin end of the wedge, which will cleave a larger

opening as it is driven home by the hand of time

and experience."

V V V

THE YOUNG MOTHER.

For The Public.

It is afternoon and the deep French windows

of my sitting room are swung wide open to admit

the warm air, laden with the fragrance of the

pears and the lilacs blooming in the quaint little

foreign garden. Across the high stone wall floats

intermittently the sound of voices, chief among

them Blanche's singing to her baby.

I recognize the sound well for I hear it often,

and have known the mother now for well on to a

year. That was months before the baby came, and

she was happy then also, always happy and good-

natured at her work, never too busy or too tired

to do the additional thing that some one wanted

done. We used to speak of it often, and say, "What

a treasure she is 1 If one could always get a maid

like Blanche, so capable and so willing."

Since her baby's birth, though much more fully

occupied, she is still happy with that calm, quiet

joy from the infinite well of deep content accessi

ble only to mothers. .

Yesterday as I returned from a tramp with a

friend through the pine woods to the ocean, we met

Blanche and the baby. We stopped to inquire, of

course, and the baby was duly admired, because

he had grown, and because he smiled at us. Then

the mother tucked him up again in his perambu

lator and went quietly on her way, and one of us

remarked to the other, "Did you ever see a woman
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prouder of her baby than Blanche, or happier in

its possession?" And we had to agree that we

never had.

Well, why not? The baby is strong and beau

tiful, and its mother is the personification of per

fect health, and exuberant life. She is not yet

nineteen, and care sits lightly on her firm young

shoulders. She rises early and toils late, that

the baby's linen may be white and fair.

True, the little fellow was born to nothing.

There were no dainty things prepared for him

when he suddenly found himself in this big world,

that must seem so very big to a little man.

Do you ask me why? Blanche, it seems, was

not proud then. She could not have been for

she told no one, not even her beloved mistress, my

friend and neighbor, or the aunt who has been a

mother to her all her life. She kept the secret

close locked in her breast, nor breathed it into

mortal ear until the hour had come when all the

world must know. Then to her sister who shared

her bed she said, "Go, call my aunt quickly. I

am going to have a little baby." And so in the

small hours of a cold blustery day in January, the

little life began, under the red tiled roof of a

tiny cottage, hidden beside a sandy dune up a

winding lane.

My friend looked in vain for her blithe, little

maid that morning; but before noon came a

knock at the door, and the aunt stood without.

She had been weeping, and she came to tell

the kind American lady what trouble had come

to the little house where she had so long shel

tered the orphan girls.

For a minute my friend was stupefied. Not a

suspicion had crossed her mind. "Blanche thinks

only of you, and she does nothing but weep. She

cannot be consoled because she says that she has

deceived you all these months, and you have been

so good to her." So spoke the aunt, and imme

diately came the picture of a young woman with

a new-born baby suffering mental torture.

We thought of the care that surrounds the

lives of our dear ones in these hours of trial,

and it could not be borne that Blanche, whom

we love, should lose her life and perhaps that of

her baby because of our displeasure. There was

nothing to be done but don our wraps and go

out over the river, and across the fields and lanes,

to the cot which Blanche called home.

We found her in a tiny room, scarce bigger

than the high, old-fashioned bed. Her eyes were

red with weeping and her face the picture of woe.

Her baby lay beside her, wrapped in a blanket, but

she cared neither for it nor for anything.

Her mistress went quietly to her and said a few

words—the things that one true woman can say

to another. The new-made mother scarcely be

lieved that she had heard aright. Was she really

to be forgiven and restored to favor? She scan

ned our faces anxiously. Was it really true that

in our halting French we were trying to explain

to her that we understood that she had been

guilty of a fault, as they say, but that, now, the

chief thing was that she was a mother, and that

she must be a good mother. She must get strong

and well again, to be able to do the best pos

sible for her child; and since she was alone to

care for it there was all the more need. To

begin with, we should help her.

Quickly she reassured us she had not been un

mindful. She had saved some money and hidden

it in her kitchen. She told us where to find it.

Would we take it and buy what was needed ? The

younger sister, crying in the next room, wiped

her eyes and began to be interested. There were

things to be bought and made, for the lusty boy

must be clothed. The eternal feminine was awake

in all of us, and deep plans were there and then

laid for days of purchasing and of sewing.

All that was months ago. When two weeks

had passed Blanche resumed her old work for

two or three hours each day. At the end of a

month she came each morning and remained as

usual till the work was finished. She had to bring

the baby with her, for the aunt and sister go out

each day to work from dawn to dusk at one of the

neighboring farms. So the baby has become a

part of my. friend's household, and Blanche is just

the same as before, only somewhat improved. A

certain womanliness and sense of responsibility

have been added to her former quickness and apti

tude.

She wrote to the father of her baby, a young

carpenter in a neighboring town ; and when asked

as to his reply she answered, "II n'a pas dit

grande chose." (He said nothing of any account.)

Evidently he entirely shirks his share of the re

sponsibility. But the mother bears it cheerfully

and gladly. Not from first to last has there been

one murmur of complaint since she found that her

own small world would not quite turn her out,

that she could still have a chance to work and

keep her baby.

How much it means! All of life—everything

that life means! A chance to work and keep

her baby. And yet how simple it was. Another

woman who needed her help, willing to put up

with the inconvenience of having a healthy young

baby in the house. That is all. But how many of

us refuse to do this little, and as a consequence

how many young mothers with children who are

fatherless, are pushed to the wall and lost for

ever!

France is clamoring for children. Whole col-

\imns in the newspapers day after day bewail the

decreasing birth rate, and predict the downfall of

the race. Thus, prompted by her need, France

does more for her fatherless children than any

other nation ; but even she realizes that she does

not do her duty. Only the aroused womanhood of

any country can do its duty to the children.
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When the displeasure of her women friends

had vanished, Blanche, restored to self-respect and

happiness, became able to do for her child a thou

sand times more than all the institutions of any

civilized nation. To leave the mother and child

to each other, should be our aim. Each needs

the other, and their being together makes for the

uplift of all society.

While these thoughts were passing through my

mind, there was a knock at the door, and I opened

it to stretch a hand of welcome to some dear Eng

lish friends.

Blanche's song still floated over the wall, and

one of the visitors remarked indignantly:

"Listen to that girl, and have you seen her"

baby? Well, far my part I think it is not right

to do so much and to be so good to such girls. It

just encourages them to go wrong, I think."

Upon which the other one, a suffragette fresh

from Holloway prison, shivered a little in the

May sunshine, and observed :

"How much better to do as we do in Eng

land—frown so darkly on the mother that she

kills her child; and then we have to hang the

mother."

We remembered that this very thing had been

done in Holloway not long ago, and we closed the

windows and put a match to the fire, for the

room seemed suddenly cold to all of us.

IDA FUKSMAN.

Etaples, Pas-de-Calais, France.

FROM EXILE.

Call to me, call to me, fields of poppled wheat!

Purple thistles by the road call me to return!

Now a thousand shriller throats echo down the

street,

And I can not hear the wind camping in the fern.

Little leaves beside the trail, dance your way to

town,

Till you find your brother here who remembers

yet;

For though a river runs between and the bridge Is

down,

I've a heart that's roaming and a soul that won't

forget.

A sun squats on the house-tops, but his face is hard

and dry;

A rain walks up and down the streets, but her

voice is harsh—

Sunlight is a different thing where the swallows fly,

And rain-tongues sing with sweeter voice when

they're on the marsh.

—Lloyd Roberts in The Craftsman.

V V v

Labor not as one who is wretched, nor yet as

one who would be pitied or admired: but direct thy

will t« one thing only, to put thyself In motion and

to check thyself, as the social reason requires.—

Marcus Aurelius Antoninus.

BOOKS

MIXED ECONOMICS.

Our Irrational Distribution of Wealth. By Byron

C. Mathews, Ph. D., Department of Economics,

Barringer High School, Newark, N. J. Published

by G. P. Putnam's Sons, New York and London.

The Knickerbocker Press. 1908.

The introduction says: "In the following pages

no discussion of any theory of distribution will

be found," but "an effort is made to show how

men divide among themselves the valuable things

they produce."

It is asserted primarily that, "Land, labor and

capital are the essential factors, and the only ones,

in all industrial operations which are conducted ac

cording to modern methods for producing or

acquiring wealth." Capital is defined as "all

those goods which have been produced by man's

labor and are devoted to producing or acquiring

wealth." The function of labor "is to change the

form and place of material," and the real func

tion of capital is to "assist labor." Capital "does

not pay wages or pay for material or any of the

running expenses. These are paid from the pro

ceeds of the concern."

An illegitimate function of capital "is the con

trol of the material out of which goods are made,"

for suppose a man "in control of all the copper

mines [deposits?] of the world. He then is mas

ter of all manufacturing industries where copper

is essential for their operation." "As in one in

dustry, so in all, the master of the raw material

is master of the industry. Hence the effort of

the great business combinations commonly called

trusts to get their feet on the ground."

To the three factors named, land, lalwr, capital,

are distributed portions of total products, under

the terms "rent," "wages," "interest." Rent is held

to be a gratuity, in that land costs society noth

ing. Interest is held to be just if the capital was

earned by Its owner—not if the capital was inher

ited. The wage system is the first step from slav

ery toward economic freedom. As the last words

indicate, socialistic thought is introduced and a

fourth catagory of distribution is discussed, name

ly, "profits"—though it is suggested that profits

''strictly must be considered rent," and it is as

serted that profits would always go to those who

do the work, "if it were not for the power over

division of proceeds which is secured by control

of the land and tools." From this it would ap

pear that "profits" is a mixture of rent and in

terest, and its use as a term of distribution is sug

gestive of confused thought.

The single tax and socialism are referred to

as the only proposed reforms worthy of

serious consideration, and we are told that "both

involve public ownership." The single tax "pub
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lie ownership of natural agents only;" socialism

of "natural agents together with the other means

of production and transportation." But "with

both, the key to permanent social improvement is

public ownership." This will be news to single

taxers whose plan, as they are constantly telling

us, is to abolish taxes on industry and to increase

taxes on land value, but not to touch titles.

The book is a thoroughgoing indictment of ex

isting industrial conditions, but some loose state

ments rather justify the first quotation from the

introduction.

JOHN z. WHITE.

TEUTON AND LATIN.

Racial Contrasts. Distinguishing Traits of the

Gracco Latins and Teutons. By Albert Gehring.

Published by Q. P. Putnam's Sons, New York and

London.

As a climax to the subject which the title indi

cates, this book offers a most interesting contribu

tion to the philosophical issue of the centuries, the

issue that was known to the ancient Greeks as

"being" versus "becoming." It will be recognized

in our day as the issue of absolute principle or

ceaseless change. The author alludes to it with the

statement regarding truth, virtue and beauty, that

while there is flux and variety, the human mind

demands permanence. In other words, man is not

satisfied with the doctrine that truth, for instance,

varies with time, place and circumstance; he is

more or less vaguely conscious of the absoluteness

of truth.

Apparently the author has seized upon the uni

fying idea to which that old issue is giving way,

the idea that stability of principle is not inconsist

ent with variety in apprehensions of it. Minds

of some temperaments, or with different stores of

experience, may very well perceive the true, the

good or the beautiful differently from minds of

other temperaments or different stores of experi

ence. The author accounts, at any rate, for con

flicting standards, not by the easy touch-and-go

method of denying the possibility of absoluteness

when standards are so various, but by the more

convincing method of considering whether the con

flicting standards may not be distorted apprehen

sions. His chapters on this point are extremely

interesting. Nor need evolutionists fear to read

them lest they undermine their faith, for on the

subject of evolution the author proves himself to

be thoroughly and intelligently orthodox.

These chapters grow logically out of the gen

eral inquiry, which is a study in race psychology.

Elementary distinctions are sought in explanation

of certain indicated racial differences between the

Graeco-Latin and the Germanic life of the present

time. In his search, the author begins by discov

ering fundamental differences in the arts, from

which ho deduces an essential difference in mental

nature between the two races.

The fundamental differences in their works of

art, as he classifies them, are two fold. In the

Graeco-Latin race he finds, first, a tendency to

ward clearness and simplicity; and, second, that

the effectiveness of the work depends more on the

material and object directly presented than on

anything it suggests. The Germanic characteris

tics are the reverse in both respects. Their ten

dency is toward complexity, and the effectiveness

of their work rests more largely on its suggested

experiences, associations, comparisons, etc.

The idea is best illustrated perhaps by the

author's illustrative comparison in sculpture.

Whereas the art of sculpture has been highly char

acteristic of Graeco-Latin civilization, there has

been no great Germanic movement in that depart

ment of art. The reason, according to the author's

theory, is that the effectiveness of sculpture lies

necessarily more in the statue itself and less in

what it suggests.

In literature he contrasts the empiricism, the

researches, the accumulation and classification of

facts in Germanic scientific 'and philosophical

writings, with the clear and simple views, and de

ductive reasoning—to the verge at times of super

ficiality,—in the Graeco-Latin; and the wealth of

content in the poetry, drama and essay of the

former, with perfection of form in the latter.

In the development of his theory, the author,

with impressive scholarship and courage, puts the

principles he adduces to the test of applications,

first to the arts—music, literature, painting, archi

tecture and sculpture,—then to intellectual and

emotional characteristics, and then to customs and

institutions. Finally, the broader and deeper ex

planations regarding man's apprehensions of the

universe, are picturesquely elaborated in the chap

ters on conflicting standards of beauty and mor

ality.

BOOKS RECEIVED

—Cherry Feasts for Barbarous Fourths. By Ase-

nath Carver Cooledge. Watertown, N. Y., 1909.

Price, 25 cents.

—The Soul of the World. By Estella Bachman.

Equitist Publishing House, Station A, Pasadena,

Cal., 1909. Price, |1.

—Independent Labour Party. Report of the Sev

enteenth Annual Conference, Synod Hall, Edinburgh,

April 10, 12 and 13, 1909. Published by the Indi-

pendent Labour Party, 23 Bride Lane, Fleet St., E. C,

London. 1909.

—Evolutionary Socialism: A Criticism and Affir

mation. By Edward Bernstein. Translated by

Edith C. Harvey. Published by the Independent

Labour Party, 23 Bride Lane, London, E. C, 1909.

Price, Is. and Is. 6d.



694
Twelfth Volume.

The Public

PERIODICALS

"The Shadow of Castro," by Charles Johnson Post,

in Van Orden's (New York) for July, exhibits an

angle of the International war against the deposed

President of Venezuela which is not usually as vis

ible in newspaper correspondence as it may perhaps

deserve to be.

Mrs. Fremont Older's brisk narrative, from the

viewpoint of a reformer's wife, of the exciting epi

sodes of the graft prosecutions in San Francisco, is

the really interesting contribution to McClure's (New

York) for July, unless the experiences of a Gettys

burg boy at the battle of Gettysburg be added.

"Justice has left the law behind and the law has

taken little pains to catch up," is Rabbi Wise's sum

mary of the discrepancy between law and justice,

In the Pacific (Portland, Ore.) for July. "As a re

sult," he adds, "we have laws Instead of law and

justices instead of justice." It is no idle play upon

words, this, but a true observation.

So much has been published and spoken about the

dangers of over-eating that Dr. Woods Hutchinson's

"Dangers of Under-eating" in the Cosmopolitan (New

York) for next August has the interest of novelty,

and should be welcomed for its value were one quite

sure that Dr. Hutchinson's magazine articles are not

a little Inclined to be sensationally antinomous.

Herbert Quick's "Virginia of the Air Lanes" main

tains the interest of its opening chapters and gives

promise of being the most artistic and absorbing of

all the aviation stories yet produced.

Professional criminals as "just folks" make the

subject for a thoughtful human study by Charles

Somerville in Everybody's (New York) for July, an

issue in which J. B. Kerfoot, whose monthly book

reviews in the same magazine are a notable feature,

describes his experiences as a wild game hunter

with a camera in the place of a gun.

One may be pardoned for wondering if "The Con

fession of a Rebellous Wife" in the American (New

York) for July is in truth from the pen of a woman,

but there can be no doubt that whether penned

bv a woman or not, the penholder had the confi

dence of an intelligent wife. Ray Stannard Baker

makes good use in the same number of some of the

pious missions of New York, in his series on spir

itual unrest; while W. I. Thomas delivers some ex

cellent observations on votes for women, in which

his psychology of the woman who does not want to

vote is especially good.

Hampton's (New York) is one of the magazines

which happily has not been scared off from "muck

raking" by the choral protests of muck bugs. Its

story of the grafty Vanderbilt fortune, by Charles

Edward Russell, which appears in the July number,

is a specimen of "muckraking" of which, like Mr.

Russell's exposure of James J. Hill, in a previous

issue of the same magazine, the perennially plun

dered people of this country cannot get too much

Our Five Cent Books.

Direct Legislation—The Initiative and Referendum ^ By John z. White.

Smaller Profits, Reduced Salaries and Lower Wages—The

Condition, The Cause, The Cure ^ y y By George L. Rusby.

Thomas Jefferson ^ ^ ^ "*< ^ ^ By Sterling E. Edmunds.

The Mission of a Liberal Church ^c m: ^« -< By Herbert S. Bigelow.

A Syllabus of Henry George's " Progress and Poverty " *■« Bv Louis F. Post.

The Open Shop and the Closed Shop -< m: ^ ^< By Louis F. Post

Success in Life vc^^^vc^^^^By Louis r. Post.

Marriage as a Present Day Problem ^c ^ -^ By Alice Thacher Post

The Single Tax—What It Is, and What It Will Accomplish By Judson Grenell.

A 1909 Single Tax Catechism ^ ^ "« ^ ^ By C. E Fiiiebrown.

4 single copy of any one of the above titles will be sent to any address for J* FIVE CENTS.

A dozen copies of one title will be sent for jt Jt FIFTY CENTS.

One copy of each of the ten titles will be sent for ,* j* FORTY CENTS,

Price* include Postage ,«t Address The Public. Book Pept. Ellsworth Bldg. Chicago.
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for their own good, whether the plunderers and their

dependents like it or not.

"You keep pens here?"

"All kinds, sir."

"Well put me up some trenchants and sort in a

few caustics. I've a political article to write."—

Boston Transcript.

+ + +

Uncle Joe: "Yes, Teddy, it is quite possible that

there are people in the moon."

Little Teddy: "Well, what becomes of them when

there isn't any moon?"—United Presbyterian.

* * *

A very wealthy lady has recently arranged to have a

model tenement built in New York for the use of

the poorer classes. What is really needed, how

ever, is a tenement for the rich. Such a tenement

should be restricted in its nature and character. It

should have plenty of fresh air and sunlight. It

should be subjected to those highly moral influences

which have come to be recognized as the basis of

an exalted civilized condition. Ladies should be

prohibited from drinking cocktails and smoking cig

arettes, and the Board of Health should have plac

ards placed upon the walls, showing the deleterious

effects of alcohol and nicotine.

The inmates of these tenements should be com-
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pelled to wear enough clothes to cover themselves

decently. Loud talk and rude and boisterous behav

ior, over-feeding, and excessive social work, such as

sitting up until two or three in the morning, should

be prohibited. The State has a right to look after

the health and general effectiveness of its citizens.

The surroundings should also be under supervision,

and no inordinate displays of garish decorations

should be permitted on the premises. All signs of

degeneracy should be carefully examined, and their

causes made known. In short, any body of citizens

who are not contributing their share in moral fiber
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and In offspring toward the ultimate beneflt of the

State should be Investigated. If they are parasites,

they should be properly cared for and reconstructed

along scientific lines. We are beginning to do this

with the slums. Why not with the slummers?—

Puck.

* * *

Though cherishing the loftiest ideals, she still re

tained something of the quality of her sex.

"Is it —er—perfectly safe for a woman to drive?"
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she faltered, hesitatingly, as she hitched her wagon

to a star.—Life.

+ * +

"I doubt ye are growing remiss, John," said a

Scotch parish minister. "I have not seen you in

the kirk these three Sabbaths."

John was not duly abashed. "Na," said he. "It's

no that I'm growing remiss. I'm just tlnkerin' awa

wl' ma soul masel."—London News.

From

"The American Machinist"

June 14, 1906:

"A reader who has

noticed the numer

ous communications

on the subject of

keeping the hands

free of machine-shop

dirt and grease says

that in his experience

he has found Fels-

Naptha soap to be

the best thing for

keeping the hands

clean when working

in the machine shop;

one of its great ad

vantages being that

it does not require

to be used with hot

water but is effective

with cold."
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