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EDITORIAL

Advancing American Ideals.

To "get a stake in the country" was once an

American ideal; the modern substitute is to get a

harpoon into it.

* *

More or Less of a Kind.

Senator Bailey should be proud of his appoint

ment as leader of the Democratic party. The ap

pointment bears the official thumb-mark of Sen

ator Aldrich.

* *

Campaign Fat and Tariff Loot.

When the history of the Presidential election of

last year comes to be candidly written, not the

least interesting part of it will be the story of the

price the campaign managers of the successful

candidate paid for the campaign contributions

which they secretly accepted from a pool of

wool growers and wool manufacturers. Coming

disclosures of past events in this particular may

be detected in the tariff bill as casting their

shadows before.

* *

Modern Fuel for Hell Fire.

Said Judge Ben Lindsey of Denver, at the con

vention of the National Educational Association,

"I know positively from actual experience and

personal knowledge that some of the men directly

or by implication held up as models to the youth
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of the nation, are men who debauch city

councils or legislatures in order to defeat laws

for the just protection of men and women; and,

profiting by it, become generous contributors to

or maintainers of the institutions presided over

by the intellectual sissies who are too incompetent,

too ignorant, or too cowardly to tell the truth."

+

Of course Judge Lindsey should not have made

that disclosure "even if it was true." It was so

pessimistic of him, don't you know ? It exhibited

so little confidence in human nature, can't you

see? It could do no good, to be sure: and only

tended to destroy the simple confidence of the

young in great and good men who, however they

get their fortunes, do keep out of jail you must

admit, and do spend them so generously for ob

jects that everybody applauds.

+

Nevertheless we sympathize with Judge Lind

sey. We honor his righteous wrath at those

whited sepulchers of men whose iniquities he ex

posed, and their lily-livered apologists for whom

he showed so much wholesome contempt. If he

had said, "Damn!" and said it in italics, and re

peated it in capital letters, still we should sym

pathize with him and honor him. And we may

remind both him and the gentle critics he might

have offended with a word that has unfortunately

been debased to profane uses, that he would have

had the best of Christian authority for its use in

that connection. There was One who in similar

circumstances a long time ago, said "Damn I"

with just that emphasis and in precisely that

spirit.

For do we not read: "Woe unto you, scribes

and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto

whited sepulchers, which indeed appear beautiful

outwardly, but are within full of dead men's bones,

and of all uncleanness. Even so ye also out

wardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye

are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. Woe unto you,

scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites ! because ye build

the tombs of the prophets, and garnish the sepul

chers of the righteous, and say, 'If we had been

in the days of our fathers, we would not have

been partakers with them in the blood of the

prophets.' Wherefore ye be witnesses unto your

selves, that ye are the children of them which

killed the prophets. Fill ye up then the measure

of your fathers. Ye serpents! Ye generation of

vipers ! How can ye escape the damnation of

hell ?"

That "FavorablelBalance" of Trade.

Among their many fallacies which protection

ists have dropped as the fight for free trade has

gone on, is the notion that a country is enriched

by excessive exports. The phrase "favorable bal

ance of trade" (vol. ii, no. 94, p. 5 ; vol. iii, p.

291; vol. iv, pp. 51, 165; vol. v, pp. 484, 499,

769, 795; vol. viii, p. 852; vol. x, pp. 459, 867,

987; vol. xi, pp. 531, 821; vol. xii, p. 627), which

was once used descriptively, now means—at least,

this is the confession of the Chicago Tribune on

the 19th—-"little more than that exports exceed

imports."

As the Tribune somewhat loosely explains, it

no longer means, as it did to President McKinley,

that "one country [the exporting country] is

draining other countries [importing countries]

of the precious metals." As the Tribune also ex

plains, inadequately however, the excess of our

own country's exports, now aggregating in round

figures $7,000,000,000 since President McKinley's

first inauguration, is balanced off in part with

interest payments on foreign capital invested here,

in part with partial repayments of those invest

ments, and in part with ocean freights paid by us

to foreign vessel owners. The Tribune might

have added other items, such as the expenses of

American tourists abroad. But complete enum

eration is not necessary. The fact is, and the

Tribune's explanation admits it, that a "favor

able balance" (meaning that exports exceed im-

Dorts) implies that the country with the "favor

able balance" is not draining other countries of

their gold, but is itself being drained of the prod

ucts of its labor.

*

That we owe the interest on foreign debts and

ought to pay the debts themselves, makes no dif

ference to the point at issue, which is not whether

we owe the excessive exports, but whether the pay

ments fill our pockets or empty them. That we

should pay the freight, even to wicked foreigners

who sail the seas to serve mAikind, makes no

difference either,—not to the point at issue. The

evident fact, now tacitly conceded by most pro

tectionists and confessed by the Chicago Tribune,

is that an excess of exports implies a drain of the

exporting country.

And this is a drain in a much more substantial

sense than the Tribune's confession discloses. For

there is, indeed, a sense in which it may be said

that a country is enriched by interest payments;

circumstances sometimes make it more profitable



July 23, 1909.
699

The Public

to pay interest and retain borrowed capital than to

cancel debts. There is a sense also in which it may

be said that a country is enriched by the repayment

of debts; circumstances sometimes make it more

profitable to cancel debts and save interest than

to remain in debt at the expense of interest.

There is also a sense in which it may be said that

a country is enriched by the payment of freights

to foreigners; circumstances sometimes make it

more profitable for a country to devote its indus

tries to the making of commodities, leaving to

others their transportation abroad. It may even

be said, and in a very true sense, that foreign

traveling enriches the home country of the trav

elers. But in no sense and under no circum

stances, can it be truly said that a country is en

riched by the payment to foreigners of ground

rents for its own area.

*

Yet the item of ground rents for American

land makes up by far the largest part of the

$7,000,000,000 of '"favorable balance" which this

country boasts of having piled up since it inau

gurated President McKinley twelve years ago.

The ground rents of American farms owned

abroad, the ground rents of American building

lots owned abroad, the royalties of American

mines owned abroad, interests in the rights of way

of American railroads owned abroad, interests in

the rights of way of pipe lines owned abroad, in

terests in the rights of way of street car lines

owned abroad—this whole great class of titles to

American land, from warrantee deeds to stock

certificates—all these go into the account of our

excessive exports. And as these interests grow

with our growth, the excess of exports will

grow also. This item is a drain in every sense

of the word. It is the annual price of absentee

landlordism; and exports to absentee landlords,

whenever and wherever they are recognized as

such, have always and everywhere been acknowl

edged to be a drain upon the exporting country.

They are of the nature of tribute from vassal to

suzerain.

+ +

An Ambassadorial Novelty.

In the selection of Charles R. Crane of Chi

cago for minister to China, Mr. Taft has made an

innovation—more of an innovation, perhaps, than

he is aware of. It is the first diplomatic appoint

ment of this grade which can be regarded as dis

tinctively commercial in the better sense of that

term. Mr. Crane is not a professional diplomat,

nor a lawyer, nor a party politician. His qualifi

cations are those of a business man of interna

tional interests, observation, study and experience.

This in itself makes the appointment almost a

novelty. If nothing further were considered, the

McCormick appointment, of course, might be

mentioned as a precedent; but the McCormick ap

pointment lacked the element of good citizenship.

It was nothing but a concession to Big Business

in politics. In the Crane appointment, however,

the element of Big Business, while not a minus

quantity, is a minor one. For Mr. Crane is neither

conspicuous in nor sympathetic with Big Business.

He puts good citizenship above business interests,

and within the limitations of unyielding business

environments and a conservative training, he is a

radical democrat. His appointment to this post

is not only a diplomatic novelty, but one which

we could hope might become a precedent for others

like it.

+ *

"Charter-Afraid-of-the-People."

San Francisco has recently held an election on

the question of reconstructing and operating as a

municipal road a street railway line the franchise

for which has expired. Under the charter of that

city it requires a two-thirds majority to acquire

a public utility. Of the 22,258 votes cast at the

election, which was held only two days after an

election on several other questions, 14,403 votes

were in the affirmative and 7,805 in the negative.

The question was thus lost by 436 votes, and

another election will probably be held. That

"afraid-of-the-people provision of the San Fran

cisco charter, which demands a two-thirds ma

jority of the votes in order that the people may

bond" themselves for a public utility, is in strong

contrast with the power of public utility franchise

corporations to bond the people. The majority

of a dozen non-resident directors of a San Fran

cisco public utility corporation can bond the people

of that city for millions, and the people have noth

ing to say about it. But if the people wish to.

bond themselves for a public utility, two out of

everv three voters must vote for the bonds.

Instigating Destruction by Dynamite.

"Five dollars' worth of dynamite placed under

the corner stone of that Chicago University di

vinity school would be about the best thing that

could happen for the young men of this country."

Emma Goldman? Not at all. If Emma Gold

man had said anything half as wicked in its sug-

gestiveness, the newspapers and the pulpits would

hiss and scream, and she would be on the way to

a penitentiary. No, it was not Emma Goldman
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that uttered those words. The press reports of

the Chicago Daily News of July 13 attributed

them to the Eev. John Wesley Hill, pastor of

Metropolitan Temple, New York city.

+

Did Mr. Hill mean what the words literally

imply ? Did he intend to instigate criminal acts ?

Or was he indulging in metaphor? We do not

know. But would those questions be asked if

the words could be fastened on Emma Goldman?

Nay, nay ! And why not ? Both of them preach

the brotherhood of man. But maybe she believes

in it.

* *

Our Advancing Postal Censorship.

A Federal judge has sentenced Fred D. War

ren, editor of the Appeal to Reason, to heavy im

prisonment and fine, upon conviction in a Federal

court in Kansas, of violating the postal laws.

As the Appeal to Reason is a Socialist paper, such

socialists as have not given very keen attention

to the advancing postal censorship upon agita

tions other than their own, naturally enough re

gard Mr. Warren's conviction and sentence as the

most dangerous blow yet struck at the liberty of

the press in the United States. We do not so

regard it. The most dangerous blows at the lib

erty of the American press had been already

struck. They were struck in the more obscure

postal prosecutions which we have frequently de

nounced (vol. iv, pp. 414, 596, 609, 643; vol. v,

p. 549 ; vol. vi, pp. 146, 227 ; vol. viii, pp. 242,

290, 323, 540, 815; vol. x, p. 1227; vol. xi, pp.

11, 49, 59, 125, 147, 292)—those prosecutions

pf less vigorous periodicals, and also less reputa

ble if you choose, without which the postal censor

ship (vol. iv, pp. 414, 596, 609, 643; vol. v, p.

549; vol. vi, pp. 146, 227; vol. viii, pp. 290, 323,

420, 540, 814, 815; vol. ix, pp. 3, 13; vol. x, p.

1227; vol. xi, pp. 11, 50, 147, 172, 314, 410)

might not yet have advanced to the point of

striking as high up as at the Appeal to Reason.

It is of the nature of autocratic censorship to

advance insidiously in a republic; and even as the

Appeal to Reason has now suffered from the sting

of its power, so may it yet be with periodicals that

feel safer than the Appeal to Reason ever could

have felt.

+

The alleged offense of the Appeal to Reason

was, on the face of it, more open to legitimate pos

tal interference than were the acts complained of

in any of the other prosecutions. It was related to

a provision of the postal laws which prohibits

dissemination through the mails of scurrilous mat

ter exposed in such manner as to be read by any

person into whose hands it may fall—as upon a

postal card, or the outside of an envelope, or the

wrapper or other exposed part of a periodical.

This is a legitimate and wholesome provision.

Although the post office should have no right to

censor the contents of sealed letters, or the sen

timents of periodicals, it ought to prevent the

use of the mails for scurrilous publications in ex

posed places on mail matter. The Appeal to

Reason is charged with having violated that pro

vision of the postal law. The charge rests upou

the fact that the alleged libel was exposed on

the outside of envelopes sent out by the Appeal

to Reason. There is, therefore, less oc

casion, on the face of the matter, for regard

ing this prosecution as a blow at the liberty of

the press, than there is for so regarding the prose

cution, for instance, of Mr. Harman (vol. ix, p.

963), whose offenses consisted not in exposing al

leged libels on the outside of mail matter, but in

expressing in enclosed periodicals his sentiments

on disputed questions of opinion and conduct. In

truth, there is no occasion whatever, on the face of

the matter, for regarding Mr. Warren's conviction

and sentence as in any wise a blow at the liberty

of the press.

*

But the real purpose of the prosecution of Mr.

Warren does not appear upon the face of the mat

ter. Its purpose has evidently been to pun

ish a Socialist periodical of large circulation

and wide political influence, for political reasons

alone. The-prosecution was a transparent subter

fuge. It was instituted against the editor of this

paper for an act which is common and has long

been common on the part of business men in their

use of the mails, but which had never before been

treated or even regarded by the government as

prohibited—much less as criminal. There has

manifestly been in Mr. Warren's case a gross abuse

of the machinery of government for the purpose

of penalizing a political journal whose views are

obnoxious to the party in power. That this is true,

a brief consideration of the case will show.

In many petty ways the postal department lias

for years pestered the Appeal to Reason with con

ditions of circulation not exacted of Republican

newspapers (vol. iv, p. 628). Just as it once

drove Wilshire's Magazine (another Socialist pub

lication) out of the country by frivolous exactions

(vol. vii, p. 2), so it has tried to suppress the
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Appeal to Eeason. Its opportunity for institut

ing the present prosecution turned upon peculiar

circumstances. Certain socialists of Denver,

Colorado, had been lawlessly kidnaped and "rail

roaded" to Idaho, where they were put upon trial

for a mutder of which every one of them was

acquitted after years had elapsed. Meanwhile ef

forts were made to hold the kidnapers to account ;

but the courts refused relief, and President Roose

velt gave wide currency to the thought that the

kidnaping of such "undesirable citizens" as those

then unconvicted and subsequently acquitted so

cialists, was quite the right sort of thing to do.

Thereupon the Appeal to Reason decided upon a

little goring of the other ox. If it was quite the

thing to kidnap socialistic labor leaders in their

home State, for trial for murder in a distant

State not their own, why not kidnap a Republi

can political leader in a distant State not his

own, for trial for murder in the State that was

his own. So reasoned the Appeal to Reason, and

surely not without rationality. Now, it so hap

pened that there was just such a case all ready to

hand. A Republican Governor of Kentucky had

absconded to Indiana under charges of murdering

his Democratic successor-elect. For this alleged

murder he was indicted in his own State, and

custody of his person was duly demanded for trial

by the Governor of Kentucky of the Governor of

Indiana. But the Governor of Indiana, a Republi

can, refused to deliver his fellow partisan, the

fugitive. These being the facts, the Appeal to

Reason offered a reward for the kidnaping of

this fugitive Republican (after the manner of

the kidnaping of the Denver socialists) and his

return to Kentucky for trial. The offer of the

reward, with full explanation of the circumstances

that had inspired it, was enclosed in an envelope,

on the outside of which the amount, purpose and

condition of the reward and the name of the per

son to be kidnaped and delivered to the proper

authorities of his home State, were briefly printed.

Because his offer of that reward was so exposed,

the editor of the Appeal to Reason, Mr. Warren,

was indicted, and has been convicted and sen

tenced to imprisonment. He had libeled the fugi

tive in question—so ran the formal accusation—

by denouncing him as under indictment for mur

der, and had done so by exposing the libel on the

outside of mail matter.

That the prosecution and conviction of Mr.

Warren were not in good faith, is evident from

a single fact. There are corroborating facts, but

this one alone is conclusive. We allude to the

fact that postal cards offering rewards for fugi

tives from justice are common in the mails, and

no one is ever prosecuted for mailing them. Yet

they are as distinctly criminal under the postal

law as was the Appeal to Reason's offending en

velope, if that kind of thing is criminal at all.

Not only was this prosecution in bad faith, but

it was ordered from Washington, and against the

advice of the local prosecuting office. To be sure,

a court has sustained the prosecution: but what

does that prove when the very Federal authority

at Washington which ordered the prosecution con

trols the appointment of Federal judges? To be

sure, also, a jury has convicted; but what does that

prove when the very Federal authority at Wash

ington which ordered the prosecution controls

the appointment of the Federal officials who se

lect Federal jurymen? Clearly, the case against

the Appeal to Reason is another in the growing

list of cases which testify to an advancing postal

censorship. It is further proof of the develop

ment of a great centralized movement of the

party in power and the Interests behind it, to

utilize postal laws and regulations for destroying

the liberty of the radical press.

'BIG BUSINESS," LABOR UNIONS,

AND THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS?

Readers outside of Chicago may think they have

no interest in the election last week of its presi

dent by the Chicago Board of Education. To them

it may seem that the subject is one of personal in

terest only, and only to the candidates and their

supporters ; or, at most, that it is of local concern

alone.

*

In a way, but only in a way, that view of the

matter is right.

Mr. Urion, who was elected, is an ambitious

little man, and to him the victory is one which

conventionally demands of personages of his type

that they "buy the champagne for the crowd."

Mr. Schneider also, the president whom Mr.

Urion defeated for re-election, is a man of ambi

tion (though his is ambition of a more scholarly

cast), and to him the defeat is personal and sat

urated with bitterness.

And, indeed, Mr. Schneider's case naturally ex

cites sympathy.

Although he had amiably given himself over,

along with his political and social "crowd," to the

service of Big Business, his native instincts and
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scholarly training interfered with his rendering

that whole-hearted and single-minded service

which Big Business demands and which his suc

cessor, Mr. Urion, is fitted both by instinct and

training to give.

This difference between the two men, which de

feated the one and elected the other, lends to the

subject more than personal interest and makes it

of wider than local concern.

Wherever there is a public school system, a la

bor union, and a Big Business aggregation, the

deposition of Mr. Schneider as president of the

Chicago school board by the election of Mr. Urion,

cannot be ignored, personal and local as the event

may seem at first blush to be. The local eruption

is significant of national subterranean commotion.

In every industrial center as well as in Chicago

Big Business is making a move, more or less class-

conscious, to use the public schools for destroying

labor unionism by swamping the trades with spe

cialized workers, and to this end among others is

seeking complete control of public education. Of

that purpose the Chicago school board's election

of its president is a local manifestation—personal

and petty also if you please, as well as personal

and local, but interesting and significant for all

of that.

*

Since, then, this is a local symptom of a na

tional purpose, let us present the circumstances a

little more definitely, reserving for the moment

any consideration of the good or the evil of the

purpose itself.

II

The Chicago Board of Education is now com

posed wholly of appointees of Mayor Busse, who

was elected by a natural affiliation (vol. x, p. 1)

of Big Business interests and hoodlum politics.

Big Business had definite motives for electing him,

and these included absolute domination of the Chi

cago public school system.

That object has now been apparently secured.

*

The new president of the school board is the

general counsel of Armour and Co. (of the beef

trust), who is flanked by the president of the glue

trust, which is to the beef trust as a branch to a

tree.

The energy and skill of the combination is sup

plied by a high official in the steel trust, a man of

commanding faculties, of untiring zeal, of limit

less resource, and of unbroken fidelity to Big

Business ethics.

The Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad

company supplies the lego-intellectual balance in

the person of its general counsel, a lawyer of

broad legal acquirements of the older philosophical

as well as the more modern empirical kind, a man

of old-fashioned ethics that seem to groan and

cry out in agony under the unescapable pressure

of Big Business ethics, and a corporation servant

who from the very nature of that employment is

necessarily always on duty.

In three of those four representatives on the

Chicago school board, Big Business has an almost

irresistible force.

An effort to make it quite irresistible by re

ducing the membership of the board, was frustrat

ed by the legislature.

Even as it is, however, "harmony" demands that

the other members shall submit to these three, for

the three must not submit to the others on any

important question in dispute—such as the elec

tion of a president, the choice of a superintendent,

the selection of sources of school-book supplies,

the intimidation and subjection of teachers and

principals, or the introduction, when the hour is

ripe, of apprentice trade-schools for the purpose

of undermining trade unions with a constant

supply of strike breakers.

Nor is it likely that there will be any outbreak

in the board against these Big Business leaders.

Besides the four named above, several members,

enough to make up a comfortable majority, are

minor representatives of Big Business in varying

degrees, who will answer to the Big Business

roll call. There are still other members, who

will come in out of the storm whenever heavy-

weather signals are run up.

And then there are the newspapers of high

degree—the Tribune and the News with school-

land graft, and influenced also, along with others,

by irreducible Big Business obligations through

State street advertising or machine politics,—all

of them ready on call to applaud the public spirit

of school board members who line up with the

Big Business "crowd," and to villify those who

disturb the "harmony" of the board by obstruct

ing Big Business schemes.

The Chicago Board of Education seems to be

well enough equipped with Big Business repre

sentatives, from highest to lowest, to secure for

Big Business all it desires in the administration

of the public schools.

III.

The objects of this concentration upon the
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public schools cannot be described in minute de

tail. In Chicago as elsewhere only tendencies are

as yet within the field of observation.

Judging from the past, however, the primary

consideration with Big Business in Chicago is

the selection of a superintendent who will ad

minister the local educational system in accord

ance with factory ideals—the superintendent a

factory manager, the principals foremen, the

teachers journeymen, the pupils a factory product.

And as in Chicago, so in other cities of the

United States.

Collaterally, the school book trust appears to

be an object of favorable consideration. At any

rate the majority of the Chicago school board,

at the last meeting before its reorganization with

none but Busse appointees, deliberately remained

away so that there should be no quorum for the

discussion of the school book investigation re

ports then pending, and at the first meeting of

the perfected Busse iboaxd, ;when "discordant"

members had been weeded out, this subject was

disposed of by the adoption without discussion of

a "whitewash" report. And it is indeed quite nat

ural that the school book trust should be favorably

considered by a Big Business school board. For

the school book trust is itself an important part

of Big Business. As a business monopoly it is

of great magnitude. As an educational con

cern it controls the National Educational Asso

ciation from within ; while round about, it numbers

among its employes and grateful dependents the

choicest Big Business superintendents of schools

in the nation.

But above all other present considerations, ex

cept as they may be necessary to this one, is the

purpose of Big Business to utilize the public

schools in comprehensive ways for baffling organ

ized labor. The idea was suggested to Big Busi

ness by the use the Chicago Teachers' Federation

made of labor organizations in its campaign

against tax dodging corporations, whereby this

body added a quarter of a million dollars annually

to the school treasury. Unsupported by any civic

organization, bitterly fought by all the elements

that make up or add strength to the membership

of those organizations, villified by the newspapers

and denounced by the school authorities, this

teachers' organization was on the verge of disaster

in that tax fight, when it went to the Chicago

Federation of Labor for aid, and got it and won

by it. This triumphant affiliation of the teachers

with the labor unions revealed possibilities of

power which Big Business was quick to recognize

—quicker than either teachers or labor unions,—

and a crusade has consequently been made by Big

Business in the open against the teachers, and

under the surface against the labor unions.

+

The latter crusade has appealed strongly to a

sentiment which is not confined to Big Business,

but ramifies all business. We refer to the class

sentiment against labor unions which prevails

among employers generally. With the advantage

of this widespread support, Big Business aims to

make the public schools an engine for the total

destruction of the organized labor movement.

It aims also at stratifying classes, so that a

condition resembling status will develop in which

men will find themselves pretty firmly fixed for

life in the industrial and social stations or spheres

in which they are born. But this is only inci

dental, and at most but an ideal. The immediate

practical object in view is to make public school

children skillful in phases of trades, so that the

supply of narrowly specialized laborers will so

completely and constantly exceed the demand

that factories may be "closed" against union labor

and all workers be forced to make contracts of

hire individually instead of collectively.

This purpose is not specifically declared in pub

lic, which would be bad tactics. The declared

purpose is to train public school pupils for compe

tency to gain a livelihood in an industrial age;

and the current phrase is, "industrial education."

But private disclosures and evident tendencies

reveal unmistakably that the underlying purpose

is death to labor unions.

IV.

We do not believe that this plan would work the

disaster to organized labor which Big Business

hopes for and labor unions fear.

On the contrary, we should expect that the

turning of the public schools into supply stations

for strike breakers would make organized labor

much more powerful—in the long run, and not a

very long run either—than it is today.

It might, indeed, be its salvation.

For organized labor needs better tactics than

it uses now in its struggle for a decent livelihood

for the hired-man class; and out of this Big

Business perversion of the public schools, the

needed tactics might evolve.

Labor unions cannot survive by means of the

strike. Unless better labor tactics do evolve, the

hired-man class must sink into a condition of
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hopeless servitude. There might come to a few,

as to the Negro overseer of half a century ago,

sordid prizes apportioned to the degree of the

prize winner's inhumanity. But for the great

mass, analogous to the slave gangs, there would

be exhausting toil for bare subsistence, relieved

only with memories of disappointed hopes, and

maintained by the terrors of disemployment in

place of the agonies of the lash.

The fact that organized labor cannot survive by

means of the strike is palpable, whether the

reason for it be understood or not. But evidently

the reason is that strikes are battles in which all

the effective weapons are on the other side.

Labor strikes may yet be won, as they have

been, against unprivileged business men, who are

as truly workers as the men they hire. For these,

when they lack the cooperation of Big Business,

are as destitute of modern weapons as the strikers

themselves.

But against Big Business the labor strike can

not win a lasting victory, and the time seems

near at hand when it cannot win at all. A labor

strike which Big Business resists, is like a battle

to the death between ably-generaled soldiers

equipped with rapid-fire guns, and unfortressed

savages with bows and spears, or against a mob

with sheath knives and brickbats. If the strike

becomes a riot, all the forces at the command of

society are and must be brought to bear against

it. If strikers resort to secret acts of violence,

all the forces of society are and must be used to

ferret out the perpetrators and to punish them

as criminals. If the strike remains passive, a little

extra pay, temporarily, will secure strike breakers

enough to wear out the strikers and drive them

in desperation to intolerable breaches of the peace

or the commission of revolting crimes. At its best,

a strike against Big Business pits impoverished

workers against luxury-bursting captains of in

dustry, in an unequal contest of endurance.

Turn the subject over in any way you can,

still there is no escape from the conclusion that

the labor strike cannot prevail against Big Busi

ness. And fear of strikes, once so effective, is no

longer potent.

*

Before labor organizations can cope with Big

Business, they must revise their tactics from the

ground up; something which the turning of the

public schools into supply stations for strikebreak

ers might lead them into doing. For this perver

sion of the public schools would furnish an object

lesson which only the stupidest could ignore. Both

within and without the ranks of organized labor,

all those superficial persons who think that in

tensive training in factory work would raise

wages, would be enlightened—rudely to be sure,

but effectually. They would learn from bitter

experience that wages are high or low, not accord

ing to the productiveness of the workers, but

according to the supply of workers relatively to

the supply of working opportunities.

This is already understood by many labor

unionists, and realized by many more. Trade

union tactics are based upon it. Labor strikes,

restrictions upon apprentices, and most if not all

the other tactics, both industrial and political, of

labor organizations, proceed in accordance with

that theory. The theory is true, but its lesson is

overlooked in labor union tactics.

It is a lesson, however, which could not long

be overlooked if the public schools were turned

into supply stations for strike-breakers. Not only

would the growing supply of strike-breakers dem

onstrate to every one the theory that the prime

factor in forcing wages down is excess of workers

relatively to working opportunities, but the best

way of overcoming the tendency to that excess

would be apt to come plainly into view.

At present, organized labor attempts to over

come the tendency to excess of workers over work

ing opportunities by checking the supply of work

ers. In this mistaken policy it would be com

pletely and consciously baffled by an overwhelm

ing output of strike-breakers from the public

schools. The whole labor world, organized or

unorganized, would then have to turn toward the

only alternative, which is the true policy. Instead

of any longer vainly trying to check the supply of

workers, organized labor could reasonably be ex

pected to reverse its tactics and try to increase

working opportunities.

Along that line organized labor could win

against Big Business,—could win at ever}' angle

and permanently, regardless of the output of

strike-breakers from the public schools or any

where else. Let the supply of opportunities for

work be kept in excess of the supply of workers,

and there would be no strike-breakers in the labor

market.

For this reason among others, we see no serious

menace to labor unionism in the Big Business

program for turning the public schools of the

country into stations for strike-breakers. Labor

union interests would not be thereby imperilled.
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V.

But what of the public interests? What of

American citizenship? Can men and women who

are truly patriotic afford to relegate these con

siderations to the tender mercies of Big Business?

If the class-purposed public school schemes of

Big Business are carried out, the class lines that

are even now all too visible in this Republic, and

the class enmities that are becoming all too snob

bish on the one side and bitter on the other, will

be perpetuated and progressively emphasized.

Instead of the earlier tendency toward a republic

of political fellow citizens and industrial fellow

workers, we shall have an intensification of the

present tendency toward an oligarchy of a few

masters with a nation of servants and toadies.

The Big Business schemes for our public schools

do not contemplate industrial education, much

as this seductive phrase is upon the tongues of

their educator scouts and in the columns of their

newspapers.

If the purpose really were industrial education,

that would put a different phase upon the whole

matter." Industrial education in the public schools

would be greatly to the advantage even of the

labor unions ; for it would vastly swell their ranks

with workers deeply stirred by the iniquities of

Big Business adjustments, and well qualified

both to prol>e the problem to its roots and to meet

Big Business with effective labor tactics. And it

would be of untold advantage to society as a whole;

for in turning out a growing army of really

efficient workers, it would also elevate the general

citizenship to higher and higher levels.

But a higher general level of citizenship is

above all things else what Big Business does not

want. Its power in the Republic depends upon a

low general level. The hoodlumism of politics is

as necessary to Big Business as it was to the spoils

system. Trusts need machine politicians, and

machine politicians need ignorant, sordid, indif

ferent and frivolous masses in the citizenship. Big

Business must keep down the general level of

citizenship in politics, even as it must narrow the

spheres of skill in industry. Munkacsy's great

picture of "Christ Before Pilate" illustrates the

natural affiliation of Big Business and hoodlum

ism in all places and all ages. The artist's fat

pharisee and his yelling hoodlum are typical.

Xothing could be more surely fatal to Big Busi

ness than improvement in general citizenship, and

such improvement would doubtless result from

genuine industrial education on a large scale.

Not for Big Business is the education that

would fit public school pupils for intelligent and

efficient work in the trades, as law schools fit

lawyers and medical schools fit physicians for pro

fessional life. To give to the great army of boys

who pass through our public schools that knowl

edge of tools and tool processes, that control of

trained hand by trained mind, and that insight into

industrial methods, 'which an able industrial edu

cator has rightly placed among the essentials of

industrial education—none of this is within the

purview of the Big Business scheme for "indus

trial education" in the public schools. For a few

pupils, yes; but for the many, no.

What Big Business aims at in its proposed per

version of the public school system, is to trans

form public school pupils into brain-deadened and

heart-fagged feeders of the factory machine. It

aims to make them skillful in mere machine at

tendance, to give them limited industrial skill

instead of an elementary industrial education, to

qualify them not for a trade but for some of the

almost automatic functions of a trade.

There is reason, of course, in the incidental

objections offered by Big Business to industrial

education for culture. This is like legal educa

tion for culture, or a Chautauqua course for cul

ture, or anything else only for culture; it is di

vorced from the serious pursuits of life. Big

Business representatives are right in arguing that

industrial education in the public schools ought

to be intimately related to life pursuits, and in

therefore advocating trade schools in our public

schools. But their idea of a trade school is wrong.

Trade schools are not trade schools unless they

toach a trade, and a "stunt" is not a trade.

It is skill at some endlessly repetitional "stunt"

or other, and not all-round elementary intelli

gence and efficiency in an industrial trade, that

Big Business needs and that Big Business seeks.

The manifest purpose of Big Business—indeed, its

almost absolute necessity—is a horde of machine

tenders, skillful at a factory "stunt" or two, and

therefore available as strike-breakers.

VI.

This purpose of Big Business has no geographi

cal limitations, but is coextensive with the whole

country. Saturated with sordid patriotism it

follows the flag.

Sometimes it comes to the surface locally in

one way in one place, and again in another way

in another place. Talk with courageous educators

in Milwaukee, and you detect its presence there;
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in Minneapolis, and it is there; in San Francisco,

and it is there; in New York, and it is there; in

Boston, and it is there; in Philadelphia, and it

is there; in Cincinnati, and it is there; in Wash

ington, and it is there.

Chicago has been a storm center ever since

Big Business was successfully resisted in its tax

dodging. Its school-land grafting, its school book

performances, its factoryizing of school adminis

tration and consequent demoralization of the

teaching force, its brazen violation of the plain

law of the State in order to disrupt a hostile

school board, its suppression of board records upon

false pretenses and in the face of the law in order

to hide conduct that would not bear the light,

and its policy of turning the public schools into

factories for the production of strike-breakers and

the further degradation of citizenship, are all in

line with a Big Business policy which happens for

the moment to be especially manifest in this one

locality, but is in process of development every

where.

The latest of these manifestations in Chicago—

least important, perhaps, but singularly signifi

cant,—was the deposition of Mr. Schneider from

the presidency of the school board, by the election,

without obvious reason other than his Big Business

affiliations, of one of the principal lawyers of the

beef trust.

By means of a combination of the beef trust

with the steel trust and a large railway centering

in Chicago, all represented most ably in the

Chicago Board of Education, Mr. Schneider has

been duly punished for half-hearted loyalty and

inefficient service to Big Business.

NEWS NARRATIVE

To use the reference figures of this Department for

obtaining continuous news narratives:

Observe the reference figures in any article;turn back to the page

they indicate and find there the next preceding article, on the same

subject; observe the reference figures in that article, and turn back

as before ; continue until you come to the earliest article on the sub

ject; then retrace your course through the indicated pages, reading

each article in chronological order, and you will have a continuous

news narrative of the subject from its historical beginnings to date.*

Week ending Tuesday, July 20, 1909.

The Cleveland Traction'Referendum.

In anticipation of the adoption of the Schmidt

traction ordinance (p. 679) at the referendum in

Cleveland on the 3d of August, articles of in

corporation of the Cleveland Traction Co. were

sent to Columbus on the 13th and the incorpora

tion was completed on the 15th. This company

is to take over all the Schmidt franchises. It is

organized with a capital stock of $10,000, and

the incorporators named are Herman Schmidt,

Otto Leisy, Thomas Fitzsimmons, Arthur F. May,

and ex-Judge James Lawrence, counsel for Mr.

Schmidt. The stock is to be increased to $2,500,-

000 if the referendum carries.

Copies in full of Mr. Schmidt's notification of

his purpose with reference to original investor:

in the old low fare lines, whose interests were

secured by the "gentleman's agreement," which the

monopoly managers acknowledge but refuse to

execute, are at hand. He proposes "to protect

the interests of those who have put their money

into the building of the Forest City lines, and

those who invested in the Cleveland Railway Com

pany stock through the Municipal Traction Com

pany," in such way as to give them all the pro

tection within his power without divesting them

of any strength of position they now have. To

this end he intends "to bring about the organiza

tion of a corporation to be named the Cleveland

Traction Company, and to assign to it all the

street railroad rights" which he has secured, and

to offer to the investors indicated above the option

of depositing their "shares with Otto Leisy, D. C.

Westenhaver, and Charles W. Stage, as trustees,"

upon certain conditions, to be stated in a certifi

cate to be issued by the trustees to those who

avail themselves of the option, upon delivery of

their stock, endorsed in blank to the trustees.

Under these conditions the depositor may (1)

withdraw his deposited stock at any time; or (2)

in lieu thereof, and share for share, may take stock

of the new corporation, the Cleveland Traction

Company, which Mr. Schmidt deposits with the

trustees; (3) to the extent of the depositors'

withdrawal, an equal number of shares of the

corresponding stock not withdrawn goes to the

new company; (4) the new company has the

right to buy the old stock at $110 per share with

accrued interest from October 1, 1908, and upon

tender of this rate, if not accepted, may with

draw either kind of stock at its discretion, leav

ing the other kind to the disposal of the depositor;

(5) if the depositor accepts the tender, then he

must take the money and turn over both kinds of

stock to the new company; (6) while the stock

remains in the hands of the trustees they have

voting power on both kinds; (7) dividends are

meanwhile to be paid to the stockholder as soon

as collected; (8) the trustees are empowered at

any time at the request of the Cleveland Traction

Company, to use the old stock on deposit with

them for payment to the Cleveland Railway Com

pany for restoration of the property of the Forest

City company, in which case the acquired Forest

City stock is to be held by the trustees for the

benefit of the depositor. The object of this ar

rangement is to secure these depositors the full
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benefit of their present stock in ease the old

traction interests defeat Mayor Johnson's trac

tion policy, and the full benefit of a correspond

ing amount of stock in the new company if Mayor

Johnson's traction policy is sustained. Share

holders to the amount of 4,500 shares approved

the plan prior to its first general publication.

On the 13th, at a large tent meeting, Mayor

Johnson said:

Who are the people opposed to us? Who are the

men who are trying to fool you Into voting for a 5-

cent ordinance? They are the same men who have

been with the Concon and against the people dur

ing the entire railway war. Now they announce

they are going to open their tent campaign Monday

night and will speak the truth. I hope they do.

Nothing they have said so far even resembles the

truth. There are two of their orators here tonight.

I want them to carry back to the committee the

word that if I come to one of their meetings I will

ask them more questions in two minutes than they

can answer in three weeks. And I may go to one

of the meetings. They are afraid to debate. It is

because they know they cannot answer the ques

tions that would be put. It is because they would be

laughed out of any meeting. I will eliminate my

self from any debate. We have at least six men

on our side, any one of whom will meet any repre

sentative they may choose to put forward.

One of the opposition orators referred to was

Homer H. McKeehan, the star speaker and chair

man of the speakers' committee of the Chamber

of Commerce Committee, whom Mayor Johnson

had challenged to a debate. Three days later, Mr.

McKeehan accepted the challenge, fixing July 27

and 28 as the dates, with one meeting in a tent

on the East side and one on the West, and leav

ing the other arrangements to Mayor Johnson.

But the committee refused to allow him to repre

sent it in the debate, still holding to the position

that it will not authorize any debate of the ques

tion at issue. On the .14th, in one of his largest

tent audiences, Mayor Johnson gave the following

instructions to possible questioners at the opening

meeting of the Chamber of Commerce Committee

to take place on the 19th.

Be ready with your questions when the committee

of 100, now committee of 99 [alluding to a resigna

tion] starts out with the tents. Have your questions

well In mind. Make them short so they can be un

derstood easily. Do not ask a question unless you

are sure of your ground. Ask the question In a

courteous manner and demand a courteous reply.

The opposition to the Schmidt franchise have

arranged for the use of 1,000 or more automobiles

to take voters to the pells on referendum day;

and Mayor Johnson has lined the principal street

car streets with three-sheet posters on special bill

boards at each street crossing. These sheets ex

hibit a large sample ballot properly marked and

with this explanation:

3-Cent Fare! This ballot is a vote for 3-cent

fare and free transfers on this Car Line. Mark your

ballots like this and you will get 3-cent fare and free

transfers to all East and West Side car lines except

to Euclid, Cedar and Broadway.

The entire poster is distinctly legible from car

windows. Another campaign document is a small

pamphlet which covers the whole subject in brief

questions and answers. It describes the purpose of

the tent meetings, the history and character of the

low fare movement, the "gentleman's agreement,"

the Taylor plan, the Baker ordinance, the Taylor

ordinance, the Schmidt ordinance, Mr. Schmidt

himself, and the opposition. It is entitled "Ques

tions and Answers of the Johnson Tent Meetings."

The Chicago School Board.

The election for president of the Board of Edu

cation in Chicago (p. 680) came off on the 14th

without deadlock or disturbance. Mayor Busse

had insisted upon harmony, and after a caucus

half an hour before the election, harmony was

restored. Until then, if the newspaper reports

may be relied upon, the factional fight was un-

precedentedly bitter. Mr. Urion had secured 10

of the necessary 11 votes, and Mr. Schneider 9;

but during the day John R. Morron, president of

the glue trust, (an Armour appurtenance), re

turned to the city after an absence abroad of

several months, and made it known that he would

support Mr. Urion. This fact was authoritatively

disclosed to President Schneider at the caucus

immediately preceding the meeting, and as Mr.

Morron's support assured Mr. Urion's election,

President Schneider withdrew from the contest

and himself nominated Mr. Urion, who was there

upon elected without a formal ballot and without

objection.

Mr. Schneider had previously announced that

if not re-elected to the presidency he would regard

that fact as a reflection upon his administration

and resign from the Board. He now states that

he will not resign, but will go to Europe for a

long rest.

*

The new president, Alfred R. Urion, is the

general counsel of Armour and Co., dominant in

the beef trust. His principal supporters, who

with himself are understood to be now in unques

tioned control of the harmonized Board ("the

harmony school board," as the local papers call it)

are Chester M. Dawes, general counsel of the

Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad Co.;

and Theodore W. Robinson, first vice president of

the Illinois Steel Company, one of the constitu
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ent companies of the steel trust. A majority

of the Board are understood to be either acquies

cent in, or unappreciative of the significance of,

the general policies of these three.

A New General Railway Labor Union.

The Chicago Daily Socialist of the 14th re

ported the consummation of plans at a meeting

in Chicago for uniting all the railway employes

in the United States, Canada and Mexico into one

central organization. There were present at this

meeting representatives of railroad men working

on the Rock Island system, the Chicago, Mil

waukee and St. Paul railroad, the Chicago and

Northwestern railroad, the Iowa Central, the

Chicago, Burlington and Quincy, the Illinois Cen

tral, the Chicago and Eastern Illinois, the St.

Louis and San Francisco, and the Pere Marquette.

The 137 delegates represented the International

Brotherhood of Blacksmiths and Helpers, the

Brotherhood of Railroad Clerks, the Switchmen's

Union of North America, the International

Brotherhood of Maintenance and Way Employes,

the International- Association of Stcamfitters of

America, the Order of Railway Telegraphers, the

International Freight Handlers' Union, the Broth

erhood of Boilermakers and Iron Ship Builders

of America, International Association of Machin

ists and the International Association of Car

Workers. Although the actual membership of the

organization now covers only the workers on about

70,000 miles of railroad, it is hoped to extend it

to every railroad in the country as soon as pos

sible. Besides the above named unions others are

planning to make a request for a charter in the

central body. The creation of this organization

was first brought up at the convention of the

American Federation of Labor in Denver last

November, and the initial plans were laid at a

meeting held January 17 ; but it was left to the

meeting just described to bring these plans to any

perfection. H. B. Perham, of the Telegraphers, is

president of the new organization, while D. W.

Roderick of the machinists is the secretary-treas

urer. The organization is to be known as the

Railroad Employes' Department of the American

Federation of Labor. "Although only recently or

ganized, this department is attracting more atten

tion among all classes of employes than any other

organization in the labor movement ever did

among railroad men," says Mr. Roderick, who

adds: "Profiting by the experience of the past,

great care was exercised in the Railroad Employes'

Department to guarantee to each organization its

own autonomy rights, at the same time guarantee

ing protection if needed by each and all of the

other organizations, parties to the railroad de

partment. The influence of the Railroad Em

ployes' Department for good is already recognized

in many directions, both by employer and em

ployes, even at this early stage, and some very

flattering and encouraging comment is at hand

from organizations and brotherhoods not yet affili--

ated." The Chicago meeting has adjourned until

a date to be set some time in August.

A Steel Trust Strike.

Serious strike rioting is reported from western

Pennsylvania. The strike was begun by unor

ganized workmen at the Press Steel Car Com

pany's works at McKee's Rocks Their com

plaint is injustice in wage payments. The in

troduction of a "pooling" system was especially

obnoxious. It involves the completion of each

piece of work before wages are paid, so that when

a large force of men is at work and a number of

cars are started it may be more than a month be

fore wages are paid. An armed detachment

of State constabulary was immediately stationed

at the works, under orders to fire at the least

disturbance. There were two battles with the

State constabulary on the 14th, in each of which

fifty persons were injured. There was also a river

battle in the evening. The steamer Steel Queen,

owned by the company, was trying to land strike

breakers in the mills by way of water gates lead

ing from the Ohio river when it was fired on by

300 strikers concealed on the river bank. The

strikebreakers and the boat crew returned the fire.

There were more than a hundred shots exchanged

before the Steel Queen turned and ran for the

farther shore of the Ohio river, where the men

were disembarked. Some of the strikers were

hit by bullets from the Steel Queen. A proposi

tion for a conference between representatives of

the strikers and the company officials, was con

veyed to the company through Sheriff Gumbert

on the 16th, but was rejected by President Frank

N. Hoffstot, who said: "There are more than

enough idle men in Pittsburg to fill every vacancy

even were we to disregard the fact that many

strikers are anxious to come back.' An effectual

attempt of the strikers to organize themselves was

brought about on the 17th at a meeting held on

the famous Indian mound, near the car com

pany's plant. The assembly of the strikers was

peaceable and quiet. Orators asked the men to be

patient and exercise judgment in what they said

and did. Cheers greeted the remarks of the speak

ers, who were of different nationalities and spoke

in several different languages. A court injunc

tion obtained on the same day by the Pittsburg

Defense Association against the Pressed Steel Car

Company, the striking men, and the sheriff of

Allegheny county was dissolved on the 20th.

A body of mounted constabulary rode, on

the 18th, into a crowd of men, women and

children, who had refused to disperse and from

whom shots are reported to have come. The

constabulary used their clubs right and left. A
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meeting of 1,000 persons was addressed by Father

Becavaca, who said : "These men do not want

blood. They want bread. The sending of troops

was uncalled for and has only tended to provoke

violence." Turning to the sheriff, who was pres

ent, he went on: "If you will take these troopers

away, I will assure order." On the following day,

the 19th, work was resumed without disturbance.

President Hoffstot refused to receive a commit

tee to propose arbitration, saying, "There is noth

ing to arbitrate."

* *

The Tariff in Congress.

While the conference committee on the tariff

(p. 679) were in session trying to adjust the dif

ferences of the two Houses, a statement was pub

lished by the newspapers of the 17th which pur

ported to be an authoritative expression on the

subject from President Taft. It followed a con

ference between the President and twenty-three

Republican Congressmen who opposed free iron

ore, free coal, and free hides, and argued that the

doctrine of free raw materials is not a Republican

doctrine. According to this authoritative state

ment—

The President replied that he was not committed to

the principle of free raw materials, but that he was

committed to the principle of a downward revision

of the tariff which he had promised and that he was

obliged to look at the matter not from the stand

point of any particular district, but from the stand

point of the whole country and also from the stand

point of responsibility for the entire Republican

party. He said the question in each case was a

question of fact, to be determined by evidence, as

to whether the present duty was needed for protec

tion or whether the rate was excessive, so that a

downward revision, or putting the article on the free

list, would not injure the industry.

He repeated the platform of the Republican party

and said that he had always understood that it

meant a downward revision in many instances,

though perhaps in some few instances an increase

might be needed; that he reached this construction

of the platform on what he understood to be the

principle of protection and its justification—namely,

that after an industry was protected by a duty equal

to the difference between the cost of production

abroad and the cost of production in this country,

including a fair profit to the manufacturer, the en

ergy and enterprise of American business men and

capitalists, the effectiveness of American labor and

the ingenuity of American inventors under the im

pulse of competition behind the tariff wall would

reduce the cost of production and that, with the re

duction in the cost of production, the tariff rate

would become unnecessarily high and ought to be

reduced.

This was the normal operation of the tariff as

claimed by the defenders of the protective system—

not in every case, but as a general rule—that of

course a revision of the tariff could not be perfect,

must have defects and inconsistencies, but in so far

as his influence went when called upon to act in

connection with legislation it would be thrown in

the direction of performing the promises of the party

as he understood them; and that if iron ore and oil

and coal and hides did not need protection and the

conditions were such as to enable the ore producers

and the oil producers and the coal producers and

the producers of hides to compete successfully, with

out reduction of wages, with the producers from

abroad, then they did not need a. duty and their

articles should go on the free list.

It was a question of fact which he hoped to make

up his mind with respect to, on such evidence as was

available to him in order to carry out what he un

derstood to be the promises of the party to the

whole people. He said he felt that his position as

the titular head of the Republican party and as

President, with the whole people as his constituency,

gave him a somewhat broader point of view than

that of a single member of Congress in respect to

articles produced in his district. He felt strongly

the call of the country for a downward revision with

in the limitations of the protective principle, and he

hoped to be able to respond to that call as he heard

it, as well in the interests of the party as of the

country.

The conference committee is still at work upon

the tariff bill. It is reported to have agreed on

the 19th to accept the Senate's corporation tax

amendment, but not until many changes had been

made in it, including a reduction of the tax from

2 per cent to 1.

+ +

Popular Election of Federal Senators.

William J. Bryan has asked President Taft to

take advantage of the opportunity afforded by the

submission of the income tax amendment to assist

in the submission at the same time of an amend

ment specificallv authorizing income taxation. Fol

lowing is Mr. Bryan's letter, which is dated the

13th:

President Taft: Now that the States are going

to vote on the ratification of the amendment speci

fically authorizing an income tax, why not give them

a chance to vote on an amendment providing for the

election of United States Senators by popular vote?

Would not this be an opportune time to present the

subject to Congress? Two Constitutional amend

ments, one authorizing an income tax and the other

providing for the popular election of Senators, would

make your administration memorable, and I pledge

you whatever assistance I can render in securing the

ratification of these amendments. With great re

spect, I am yours truly,

WILLIAM J. BRYAN.

+ •*•

The British Financial Bill.

Less than five of the seventy-four pages of the

British financial bill (p. 682) have been debated,

and the House has been in session as long as sev

enteen hours at a setting. A fire in the rear has

been opened against the Ministry by imperialist

Liberals, and their organ, the Westminster Ga

zette, recommends the withdrawal of disturbing
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parts of the budget. This faction, which is called

"the cave," threatens resignation if the closure is

applied, and obstructionists threaten an endless

debate if it is not applied.

* *

Suffragette Tactics in London.

The suffragettes imprisoned in Holloway jail,

London, who have rebelled against the attempts

to treat them as criminals instead of political

prisoners (p. 682), were ordered into solitary con

finement on the 14th. But they nevertheless con

tinued to refuse submission to the prison rules As

the London cable correspondence of the Chicago

Daily News described the situation on the 15th—

Holloway jail Is besieged by suffragettes without

and harassed by suffragettes within. The turmoil

is going on night and day and the Governor, the

Deputy Governor and the Matron of the prison are

at their wits' end. The offenders were incarcerated

last Monday for disorder in the streets, resisting

the police and breaking windows in public buildings.

All entered claims to be treated as political prison

ers, with the privileges of first-class misdemeanants.

The Governor of the prison denied the request,

whereupon the women declined to put on the prison

dress or to obey any orders. They resisted violently

the removal of their own clothing and talked to one

another in definance of the rules. Thereupon the

Governor locked the cells and denied the women

the privilege of taking exercise. They retaliated by

breaking the window panes and waving colors to

their sisters looking at the prison from the upper

windows of private houses. Those outside engaged

a band to play lively airs to cheer up the mutineers.

Miss Christabel Pankhurst shouted encouragement

through a megaphone from the suffragettes' room

across the road. When the Matron tries to force the

prisoners to do anything they He down, scream and

scratch, resisting the attacks of the guards by throw

ing shoes at them. The crowds of women gathered

about the prison gates tonight say they intend to

sing and make speeches and have a band outside

the Jail "until the authorities wish they hadn't." It

is reported that the Governor has petitioned the

Home Secretary to be permitted to take his summer

holiday now. The fourteen mutinous suffragettes

assert that they have many surprises in store for

the jail officials and that among these probably will

be -a stubborn strike against the jail food.

The Governor of the prison is reported to have

ordered that the women be brought before the

visiting magistrates on charges of defying the

prison rules, breaking the windows of their cells,

etc. By refusing food they seem from London

dispatches of the 19th to have secured their dis

charge. The dispatches describe it as the success

of their "hunger strike." One of them, Miss

Roberts, had refused food for 126 consecutive

hours.

Fall of the Clemenceau Ministry in France.

Disappointing results from an investigation into

the efficiency of the French navy, to which was

added what is regarded as an untactful handling

of the situation by the Premier, Mr. Georges

Clemenceau, suddenly brought about on the even

ing of the 20th a vote against the ministry which

stood 212 to 176. Mr. Clemenceau, followed by

the other ministers, left the Chamber and went

immediately to President Fallieres with their

resignations.

+ •*•

Nationalism Wins in Persia.

The entry of the Nationalists into Teheran on

the 13th, as reported (p. 681), was followed by

desultory fighting with the Shah's troops. On the

16th the Shah took refuge in the Russian legation.

The National Assembly on the same day decided

on his deposition, and proclaimed the name of his

young son, Ahmed Mirza, as Shah, before an im

mense crowd in the parliament square. When the

Nationalist leaders asked for an audience in order

to announce his deposition to Mohammed Ali, he

refused to grant it, sending word that having

taken refuge in the Russian legation, he had, ipso

facto, abdicated. On the morning of the 18th the

new Shah was taken from under his parents' care

at the Russian legation, with Russian and British

escort, to the gates of the Sultanatabad palace,

where the escort left him in charge of the new

regime. In the palace a brief ceremony was held

and the new sovereign was formally proclaimed.

Azad ul Mulk has been appointed Regent. The

new cabinet is headed by the two Nationalist

leaders, Sipahdar as Minister of War, and Sarda-

rasad as Minister of the Interior. The govern

ment is preparing to hold elections for a new

Assembly. Perfect order prevails in Teheran.

Efforts are being made to establish a police system

on the European model.

* *

The Gulf Between the Old Turkey and the New.

The Yildiz Kiosk, the old, wonderful fortress-

palace of the autocratic sultans of the Ottoman

Empire (pp. 469, 515, 614, 663), has been thrown

open to the general public upon the payment of

admission fees. The remarkable advance involved

in this clever step which makes a reactionary

movement increasingly more difficult, is thus pic

turesquely described in a special dispatch to the

Chicago Inter Ocean:

Yildiz, with its massive walls guarded of old nigh*

and day by soldiers and spies, is to be thrown open

to the public. This, indeed, more than the victories

of the Young Turks, marks the end of the old

regime. The place was so sacred, so dreaded, that

even when passing near it on the Bosphorus the

Turkish boatmen avoided looking in Its direction.

Pointing to the palace or taking a distant snapshot

of it was a crime which entailed much peril. To

linger in the vicinity of the famous walls almost

amounted to suicide. The Young Turk Yildiz admin

istrative committee has fixed the following charges

for admission to the former domain of Abdul Hamid:

Admission to park, 25 cents; visit to the gardens
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of the harem, 50 cents; visit to the kiosk of 'he

"Red Sultan," $1; voyage round the lake in caique

or motor-launch, 25 cents. It has further been de

cided, in order to preserve local color, that the at

tendants shall all wear a special livery. The boat

men are to retain their ancient and gorgeous garb.

There will be three turnstiles at the gate and

buffets will be installed where visitors will be able

to obtain refreshments while meditating on the

frailty of earthly kingdoms.

The report of the commission sent by the Young

Turks to investigate the Adana massacres (p. 469)

and to institute court martial proceedings, has

been made public. The report is a strong de

nunciation of the incapacity and apathy of the

local governor and other officials. It concludes

as follows: "Fifteen persons already have been

hanged; 800 deserve death; 15,000 deserve hard

labor for life; and 80,000 deserve minor sen

tences. If it is decided to proceed with the pun

ishment we will cordon the town and deal expe

ditiously with the matter." In view, however, of

the general reconciliation between the opposing

elements, the report recommends that general am

nesty be made the occasion of a national fete.

NEWS NOTES

—The National Irrigation Congress is to hold its

seventeenth annual session from August 9 to 14 at

Spokane.

—The Good Roads association is to meet in its

second annual convention from September 21 to 23

at Cleveland.

—The floods in the smaller rivers of western Mis

souri and eastern Kansas (p. 685) were reported on

the 13th to be subsiding, but the Missouri and Mis

sissippi rivers were still in high flood.

—Mayor Busse of Chicago was discharged from

Mercy hospital, Chicago, on the 17th, after complete

recovery from an operation for appendicitis (p. 680)

performed on the 29th of June—two weeks and four

days.

—A British submarine collided with a cargo

steamer off the coast near Cromer, England, on the

14th. Thirteen members of the submarine's crew

went to the bottom with her, and only three were

saved.

—Mulai Hand, the short-time Sultan of Morocco

(p. 179), is reported to be helpless before the ad

vances, on the one hand of a new pretender to the

throne—El Roghi; and on the other, of one of his

brothers, Mulai el Kebir, said to have been himself

proclaimed sultan.

—The commission form of city government under

the new Kansas law was adopted by Kansas City,

Kansas, at a referendum election on the 14th. This

law is along the Des Moines plan lines. It provides

for a mayor and four other commissioners, to be

elected for terms of two years, and makes liberal

provisions for the Initiative, the Referendum and

the Recall.

—Japan is taking severe steps for the suppres

sion of socialism, according to a cablegram of the

New York Herald company. The party organ, the

Jiyushiso, has been suspended, domiciliary searches

are being conducted and a mass of prohibited liter

ature has been seized.

—The burial of the body of Helena Modjeska, the

Polish-American actress who died at her home in

southern California on the 8th of April (p. 375),

took place at Cracow in Austrian Poland, on the

17th. High honors were paid to the great artist,

the true patriot, and the good and beautiful woman.

—The completion of the Hudson river tunnel of

the Hudson and Manhattan Railroad company, from

the Pennsylvania Railroad station in Jersey City to

Cortlandt and Dey streets in Manhattan borough,

New York city, was celebrated on the 19th at the

city hall in Jersey City by officials of both cities and

both States.

—Discovery of the microbe of smallpox was re

ported on the 17th as having been made by Drs.

Henrique Beaurepaire de Arago and Browwazek, dur

ing bacteriological researches at the Oswaldo Cruz

Institute in Rio de Janeiro. The report was vouched

for by Dr. Oswaldo Cruz, director general of the

Brazilian sanitary service.

—Senator La Follette is organizing a national

movement in favor of the income tax amendment.

His immediate object is to influence the Governors

of the several States to call special sessions of the

legislatures to act on the Constitutional amendment,

instead of letting the proposition go over to the reg

ular sessions, when it would become involved in

partisan and factional battles.

—Don Carlos, Infante of Spain, and claimant of

the Spanish throne, died in Italy on the 18th, in his

62d year. Carlos claimed the throne of Spain on

the ground that the nullification of the Salic law

by his grandfather's brother, King Ferdinand VII,

In 1834, in favor of his daughter Isabella, was illegal.

The reigning king, Alfonso XIII, is descended from

Isabella. Carlos' claims now pass to his son, Prince

Jaime, born in 1870.

—Earthquakes were reported on the 15th from

Greece and Portugal, and again on the 17th from

Greece. The province of Elis in southern Greece,

suffered on each occasion severely. At the time oi

the first shocks three hundred persons were killed

or injured, and at the time of the second two per

sons were killed and fifty injured at the village of

Upousisti, where molten lava flowed from a fissure

in the ground. Shocks were felt in seven counties

in Central Illinois on the 18th shortly before mid

night.

—A drastic innovation in election laws goes Into

effect In Colorado at the next State election. It pro

vides that the State shall contribute to the cam

paign expenses of each contesting party 25 cents

for each vote cast for its candidates at the preced

ing election; and that no individual or corporation

shall make any contribution, under heavy prison and

money penalties, except that candidates may con

tribute to their respective campaign committees a
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sum not to exceed 25 per cent of the first year's sal

ary of the office they aspire to.

—Prince von Buelow, Chancellor of the German

Empire (p. 681), retired from office on the 14th and

was succeeded by Dr. von Bethmann-Hollweg. The

latter was succeeded as Minister of the Interior

and Vice Chancellor by Herr Delbrueck. Various

minor charges have been made after conferences

which the Emperor had with his Ministerial advis

ors. The Emperor, departing from all court tradi

tions, transacted the business pertaining to the

change of Chancellors with the broadest publicity

during three hours for all Berlin to see.

—At the convention of the Catholic Educational

Association, which met in Boston on the 13th, the

following officers were elected on the 14th: Hon

orary President, Cardinal James Gibbons, Baltimore;

President General, the Rev. Dr. Thomas J. Shahan,

Washington, D. C; Vice Presidents General, the

Rev. James A. Burns, Brookland, D. C; the Rev.

Henry T. Drumgoole, Overbrook, Pa., and the Rev.

W. J. Shanley, Hartford, Conn.; Secretary General,

the Rev. Francis W. Howard, Columbus, O.; Treas

urer General, the Rev. Dr. Francis T. Moran, Cleve

land, O.

PRESS OPINIONS

President Taft's Renewed Assurances.

Chicago Daily Journal (ind.), July 17.—Republican

newspapers publish as a statement from President

Taft a report of a White House conference on tariff,

which purports to quote his remarks to the confer

ees. The remarks quoted are entirely general and

distinctly disappointing. There is no definite rec

ommendation for lower duties on any article what

ever, but there is a reiteration of the contention

that the tariff should protect American manufac

turers to the point of a fair profit. Not one word

about the increased tax on hosiery arranged by Mr.

Boutell, or the higher tax on woolens and cottons

for the benefit of New England mill bosses. Not a

single definite statement. Nothing but that Mr.

Taft hopes to be able to respond to the general call

for tariff revision downward. The country would

appreciate a specific declaration on tariff matters

from Mr. Taft, and a strong message to Congress

at this juncture would go very far toward rehabilita

ting the President in the favor of the West, which

voted for htm on the distinct understanding that he

would lighten the tariff burden.

Big Business and Labor Unions.

Chicago Daily Socialist (Soc), July 15.—Let la

bor not deceive itself. The present alliance of ex

ploitation between the slum and the boulevard which

is ruling and robbing the workers of Chicago will

bend every energy to disrupt trade unionism. The

forces that are grabbing for fat franchises under

the streets, above the streets, on the streets and in

tho- waters of the harbor are the same forces that

prrf; Vy the low wages and long hours that would

tollv-u the disruption and discrediting of the unions

of Chicago. The unions are recognizing this fact.

They are responding to the attack with a counter

attack in the most vital spot of the present admin

istration—its general rottenness. There is no other

power save labor that can fight this battle. All

other classes are interested in the corruption and

the exploitation which that corruption exists to

maintain. We predict that the day upon which the

officials of Chicago and Cook county sought to shift

their sins upon organized labor will be one which

they will live bitterly to regret as marking the first

battle in the war that shall end with the complete

overthrow of the present gang and the capture of

the government of this city by labor.

* *

Big Business aan Labor Violence.

Chicago Examiner (Hearst), July 19.—The cruel

ties of "big business" are, in large measure, perpe

trated by business men who are themselves the vic

tims of a social tyranny that binds them to the

wheel. And the "madness of the people" is rather

to be pitied than blamed. For there is such a thing

as having good reason for being unreasonable.

Thus, for example, no man of sense, standing at a

cool distance, can blame the anxious women of Mc-

Kee's Rocks for defending themselves from dispos

session of their wretched homes with flaming torches

in their hands. For it is the threadbare wisdom of

the world that necessity is lawless. Of course, there

can be no question of the duty laid upon the local

authorities to enforce the law. Even at the cost of

blood—their own or that of others—they must main

tain the public peace. But the duty of the country

at large is different. We ought not to waste emo

tional energy in bootless indignation against either

the strikers, the bosses or the Sheriff at McKee's

Rocks. The force of human feeling generated by

this lamentable scene should be used to raise the

voltage of those political reforms that are striving

to make such scenes impossible.

The Chicago Gamblers' Bombs.

Chicago Inter Ocean (Rep), July 14.—The attempt

to fix on members of a labor union the guilt of the

local bomb outrages appears to have broken down.

None who has attentively observed the attitude of

the police department from the beginning expected

any other result. When at the beginning of the

bomb-throwing the police authorities said it was

part of a "gamblers' war" they appear to have in

advertently told the truth. The conduct of the oper

ating gamblers gives confirmation to the tales that

ring through the city and are accepted without ques

tion everywhere as a complete explanation of the

failure of the police to bring the bomb-throwers to

justice. But they do not really explain the evident

timidity of the police. Judged by their conduct, the

police are positively afraid to make real arrests.

Can it be that they really are afraid to deal as the

law directs with criminals who openly deride and

defy them, and go on their way destroying property,

and sometimes life, as if there were no police force?

For it must be clear to everybody that so far as the

bomb-throwers are concerned, the police are simply

eliminated. The bomb-throwers go on thejr way,
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doing as they will, with complete Immunity from

even arrest. Why this strange indifference of the

bomb-thrower to the police? Does the bomb-throw

er know that the police dare not touch him? Is

there some commitment to criminals so far up in the

police department, or even above it, that the City

Hall simply can not have these relations known?

To the man in the street that is the logical Infer

ence.

* *

The Chicago School Board.

Chicago Tribune (Rep.) July 10.—The Board of

Education would have been strengthened if nothing

more had taken place than the disappearance,

through the expiration of their terms, of some im

practical and turbulent members. . . . For the

first time in several years there is a harmonious and

really representative board.

Chicago Tribune (Rep.), July 13.—All efforts to

end the determined contest for the presidency of the

Chicago Board of Education failed last night when

fifteen members of the Board held a three hours'

conference in an effort to agree on a candidate ac

ceptable to both the Schneider and Urion factions.

Unless an agreement can be reached at a second

conference to be held tonight the contest will be

carried to the floor of the Board tomorrow night,

with every prospect of a deadlock.

Chicago Tribune (Rep.), July 15.—The Tribune

. . . desires to thank Otto C. Schneider for his

graceful action of last night in nominating Mr.

Urion to succeed him as president of the Board of

Education. ... It insures for the Board of Edu

cation harmonious action Mr. Schnei

der is to be congratulated, the Board of Education

is to be congratulated in the election of Mr. Urion,

and the people of Chicago are to be congratulated

on the excellent outlook in educational affairs.

Chicago Democratic Bulletin (Dem.), July 15.—The

last of the Dunne school board members, as Wiley

W. Mills, Louis F. Post, John J. Sonsteby and Ray

mond Robins, were known, have stepped down

from office. In view of the fact that our Republican

Mayor attempted, and the Supreme Court of our

State held that the attempt was illegal, to remove

them early in his administration, no surprise was

occasioned when they were not reappointed. The

newspapers and especially the Chicago Tribune did

not play fair with these men. Their conduct was

often unfairly criticized, their motives generally

questioned, and their efforts ridiculed. In spite of

misrepresentation and slander, they leave behind

them a record for honesty of purpose, fearlessness

of action and a devotion to public duty. They

worked for the schools and not for the seekers of

school property leases. They gave their time for

the school children and not for the school book trust.

They may have been "radical" in some matters, but

they were honest in all.

RELATED THINGS

CONTRIBUTIONS AND REPRINT

WHAT GOOD ?

For The Public.

What good does it do to work—

To toil from sun to sun,

To weary oneself so ruthlessly

At tasks that are never done?

What good does it do to plan.

To say, "Thus will I do, but not so"?

Fate stalks 'twixt the plan and the planner,

And orders for weal or for woe.

What good does it do to try

To make lives of others more bright?

For could we make sun or make sky—

Each sees but with his own sight.

What good does it do, I wonder,

To love and wait and yearn?

To bear the pain and smile the while,—

To live and suffer and learn?

What good does anything do?

Canst answer for me, my brother?

Nay, none may answer for me,

Nor I for any other.

And yet I know that somehow

Work is better than play;

And I'd rather be tired from doing

Than from idling all the day.

And I'd rather plan to do nobly,

Though Fate may make me do wrong;

And rather than think of self only

I'd sing for others a song.

And I'd rather live and suffer

And wait and sorrow and yearn,

Than never to feel the heartache

Of the great world through me burn.

No, none can answer for me,

And I can answer for none;

Of the good that anything does,

Of the good that anything's done.

But I think I know why we faint not,

Why we keep to the open road;

Why light streams into dark places,

Why we struggle along with the load.

It's because of that wonderful Something

Which sees, in each cloud above

The lining of gold or of silver—

Blest Hope, that is born of Love;

Not the little love of one for one

That answers to Passion's call,

But that mighty force—diviner thing—

The Love of Each for All.

ELIZABETH J. HAUSER.
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A PRACTICAL JOKE.

For The Public.

Lloyd George: "Here's an order from Special

Privilege & Co.—want a budget immediately, with

a tariff attachment big enough to cover five Dread

noughts as big as the German ones."

Herbert Asquith : "Tell 'em we don't make 'em.

And send one with an increment tax attachment—

and send it C. 0. D."

BOLTON HALL.

fg* fgt fj*

TOLSTOY'S LATEST WORD ON

GEORGE.

Leo Tolstoy in the Russian Papers of June 19, 1909.

Translated for The Public.

I have just received a telegram from the son

of Henry George expressing a desire to visit me.

The thought of meeting the son of one of the

most remarkable men of the 19th Century forcibly

reminded me of everything done by him, and of

the stagnation which exists, not only in our Rus

sian Government but in every Government of the

so-called civilized world, with regard to that which

is the radical solution of all economic qiiestions,

and which so many years ago, already was set

forth with such irresistible clearness and convic

tion by that great man.

The land question is indeed the question of the

deliverance of mankind from slavery produced by

the private ownership of land, which to my mind,

is now in the same situation in which the questions

of serfdom in Russia and slavery in America were

in the days of my youth. The difference is only

that while the injustice of the private ownership

of land is quite as crying as that of slave-owner

ship, it is much more widely and deeply connected

with all human relations; it extends to all parts

of the world (slavery existed only in America and

Russia) and is much more tormenting to the land

slave than personal slavery. How strange, one

might say how ridiculous, were they not so cruel,

and did they not involve the suffering of the

majority of the toiling masses, are those attempts

at the reconstruction of Society proposed and

undertaken by the two inimical camps—Govern

mental and Revolutionary—through all kinds of

measures, with the exception of that one which

alone can destroy that crying injustice from which

the overwhelming majority of the people suffer,

which when driven inwards is still more dangerous

than when it outwardly appears. All these efforts

for the solution of political questions by new en

actments without the destruction of the private

ownership of land, remind one of the splendid

comparison by Henry George of all such enact

ments to the action of the fool, who having placed

the whole of the burden in one of the two baskets

that hung upon the donkey's back, filled the other

with an equal weight of stones.

But, with or against the desire of those classes

who profit by the existence of this injustice, and

however much the learned people of those classes

may strive against it, hiding the injustice, pretend

ing that they do not understand it, this cruel in

justice cannot fail to be—and very quickly—

destroyed. It must be destroyed because it iB

already clearly understood by the whole of the

present Russian working classes, the majority of

whom never have acknowledged, and do not now

acknowledge the justice or rather the violation of

justice comprised in the private ownership of land.

And therefore I rejoice at the thought that,

no matter how far may be the Governmental and

Revolutionary workers from the reasonable solu

tion of the land question, it nevertheless will be,

and very soon, solved especially in Russia, and

by no means by those strange, groundless, arbi

trary, unfeasible and, above all, unjust theories of

expropriation, and the still more foolish govern

mental measures for the destruction of village

communes and the establishment of small land-

ownerships, that is, the strengthening and confirm

ing of that system against which the struggle is

to be directed; but it will and must be solved in

one way alone—by the recognition of the equal

right of every man to live upon and be nourished

by the land on which he was born—that same prin

ciple which is so invincibly proved by all the teach

ings of Henry George. I think so, because the

thought of the equal right of all men to the soil,

notwithstanding all the efforts of "educated" and

learned people to drive that thought by all kinds

of schemes of expropriation and the destruction

of village communes from the minds of the Rus

sian people, nevertheless lives in the minds of the

Russian people of today, and sooner or later—

I believe that soon—it must be fully realized.

HENRY GEORGE, JR., ON THE

BRITISH BUDGET.

An Interview Published in the London Daily Chron

icle of July 8.

Mr. Henry George, jun., son of the author of

"Progress and Poverty" and other well-known

works on economics, is in London just now on his

way to New York, after an extensive tour, in the

course of which he has been studying political and

economic conditions in various parts of the world.

Mr. George, who is an author and journalist of

repute in the United States, is giving some atten

tion to the discussion on the Budget which is now

proceeding in this country, and has followed it

with the greatest interest.

"I am most interested in it," he said to a "Daily

Chronicle" representative, "because, after all, the

influence of Great Britain is the dominant in

fluence in the world, and when she carries a great

principle into effect, she influences not only British



July 28, 1909. 715
The Public

politics, but the politics of the world, wherever,

at least, there is Parliamentary government.

When, therefore, a radical change in taxation is

proposed, the action of the British Parliament

must affect the whole world. Already I have had

an experience of that. I was in Japan when Mr.

Lloyd George's Budget was introduced, and I was

extremely interested in reading the comments in

the Japanese papers. The essence of these com

ments was that, no matter whether this principle

of the taxation of land values is good or bad, it

must be considered seriously by all thinking men,

because a great political party was advocating it

in the British House of Commons. There is noth

ing like taxation of land values in Japan, but

the adoption of the principle by the Liberal party,

and its inclusion in a Liberal Budget, will, I

think, have a considerable influence upon budgets

in the early future in Japan. The present valua

tion of the land of Japan was made more than

thirty years ago, and the population of the cities

has grown enormously since, so that speculation

in land has been rampant. Before I left Japan,

Baron Sakitani told me that he was immensely

interested in the Budget fight in England, be

cause he thought it would lead to similar action in

Japan."

"Have you thought, Mr. George," asked our rep

resentative, "what is likely to be the issue of the

fight?"

"It may seem unwarranted in a stranger like

myself," said Mr. George, "to express too confi

dent an opinion of the conclusions of British poli

tics, but, judging from the nature of the opposi

tion to this Budget, I should say that it will not

only pass the House of Commons by an over

whelming vote—that, in fact, goes without say

ing—but that it must also pass the House of

Lords. So far as I have been able to gauge it,

public sentiment in the country appears to be

entirely in favor of Mr. Lloyd George's proposals.

And of all the forms of taxation that exist, or

have at any time been proposed, this of the taxa

tion of land values seems to me to be the most

just from every point of view. At a time, too,

when the masses of the people are bearing tre

mendous tax burdens, a tax of this kind is a kind

which no right-thinking person should resist. But

what interests me most in this Budget is the pro

posed valuation."

"You speak of the nature of the opposition to

the Budget; you mean, I assume, that the very

nature of this opposition is a recommendation of

the Budget?"

"I regard the opposition to the taxation of land

values," replied Mr. George, "as coming solely

from the landlord classes and those who own

landed privileges, and fear taxation of those priv

ileges. I do not think there is any basis for argu

ment on behalf of anybody else for the preserva

tion of the existing conditions of land-ownership.

Whenever in the past landed privileges have been

attacked, the landlords have endeavored to base

their defense upon broader grounds than the mere

preservation of their own privileges; but in this

instance I have seen nothing in the debates or in

the newspaper arguments that can be construed

into anything more than a defense of landlord

privileges; and that, I maintain, is fatal to the

continuance of these privileges."

"You say valuation of the land is the essential

thing, but it is argued that valuation of the land,

apart from the buildings and improvements on it,

is impossible; do you see any difficulty?"

"None whatever," replied Mr. George. "In

America it is done annually. Our practice leads

us to believe that the value of land can be more

easily arrived at than the value of anything else.

In New York city the advocates of the taxation of

land values believed they had made very sub

stantial progress five years ago, when they effected

three steps. One was the separation of land values

from improvements in the assessor's official re

ports. Another was the official publication of the

entire tax list, and the third was the equalization

of the value of the land. The discovery had been

made that valuable holdings in the larger cen

ters of the city, and speculative holdings in the

suburbs, were much under-valued, while the

smaller holdings—or homes, as you would say

here—of the small shopkeepers, clerks and me

chanics, were comparatively high in valuation.

Our land tax advocates were, therefore, quite well

satisfied to have an equalization of these values,

inasmuch as it brought a tremendous increase of

revenue to the Public Treasury, and made the

rich landowners and the speculators in land bear

a very much heavier tax, while, at the same time,

it lightened the burdens of the small home

owners."

The question of the tax on ungotten minerals

was next touched upon, and here Mr. George had

something of interest to say.

"That," he remarked, "is a great problem facing

us in the United States, and we will watch the

proceedings of the British Parliament with great

interest. For, if we should apply that principle,

say in the State of Pennsylvania, it would not only

bring in a great revenue to the State Treasury,

but would force into use vast areas of iron, coal,

natural gas and petroleum lands, which lands are

now, for speculative purposes, held out of use,

thereby creating an artificial scarcity of these

great national resources, keeping up their prices

on the market, and holding out a minimum of

opportunities to labor for employment."

As an onlooker and student of polities, Mr.

George has been profoundly impressed with the

courage of the Prime Minister and the Chancellor

of the Exchequer in putting the taxation of land

values in the Budget.

"If I may say so, as an American citizen and
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one who has given some study to this subject, I

think both Mr. Asquith and Mr. Lloyd George

have shown magnificent courage in bringing this

'principle of the taxation of land values into

British politics, since they must inevitably face

all the opposition that can possibly be urged

against any presentation of the principle. They

have consciously faced the dangers of this

opposition, but I believe their courage will be

appreciated more and more in the future, although

I also believe it will be appreciated now, and the

British people will rally to their support."

"Would you say that the only alternative to

this proposal is a Protectionist Budget?"

"I should say so, unhesitatingly. Protection

here—or, as you call it, Tariff Reform—has

grown, in my opinion, because of the general

poverty of the people, which has been accentuated

by trade depression. But this proposal of your

Government to tax land values—for that, I believe,

is the essence of the land clauses in the Budget—

has, in my opinion, about settled the agitation for

Tariff Reform in your country. I am told by

those who are studying the situation that since

the proposals of the Budget have been before the

country Tariff Reform has rapidly receded into

the background. You should know better than I

if this is true. In my opinion the taxation of

land values has opened up the possibility of a

revenue for the Exchequer which is earned by the

people as a whole, and, at the same time, makes

for the opening up of the land free from monopoly,

free to industrial expansion and good trade in

every direction. It is, in my opinion, the radical

alternative to Tariff Reform."

Asked if Free Trade was making any progress

in the United States, Mr. George replied," "Yes;

but rather negatively; that is to say, while Pro

tection seems to be stronger than ever, the disin

tegration of the parties which is now going on,

will soon manifest itself in a tremendous onslaught

on the Trusts. The attack on the tariff is likely

to take the form of an attack on the Trusts, and it

will be made, as it has already been made, by

putting what we call 'Trust commodities'—such

as iron, steel, coal and sugar—on the free list."

CHRISTIAN PATRIOTISM.

Abstract of a Sermon by the Rev. Halsey Werlein, Jr.,

Preached in St. Andrew's Church, Jackson,

Miss., on July 4th, 1909.

We seldom, if ever, think of Christ as a patriot.

Both to those who acknowledge his claims as di

vine, and to those who in refusing doctrinal al

legiance, revere his goodness and wisdom, he is

the Universal Man, world-wide in nature and sym

pathy and consecrated to a mission as broad as

humanity itself. His two fundamental doctrines,

of a divine fatherhood and of a universal human

brotherhood, would, if consistently followed, tear

away in their own revolutionary might the bound

ary lines of nations. His heart was too great, his

mind too high, to be confined to the claims of an

accidental birth-land closely enough to win for

himself the name of patriot!

But it was this very universality that made

Christ the one patriot of history.

Patriotism, the truest, the most self-sacrificing,

was the germ in him of that larger love which

held the entire world in its embrace. And in

the same way his devotion to humanity, his in

spired vision of the needs of his fellow men every

where, his willingness to die in the service of man

kind—these uplifted and glorified his whole con

ception of his duty to his own people, and tinged

with a peculiar sadness the last days of his Judean

ministry, when the citizens of the land he loved

had rejected his message and substituted for its

sublime truth the materialism of an age self-cen

tered and self-satisfied. "0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem,"

he cried, "thou that killest the prophets and

stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often

would I have gathered thy children together, even

as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings,

and ye would not."

It was a patriotism so true that it dared to be

pessimistic. It was declaimed in no holiday periods.

It was too deep for sound or foam. And yet if

you will study the map of the journeyings of

Jesus, you will find that in his brief ministry

scarcely a village of Palestine was unvisited by this

friend of his people. He conducted a canvass

more thorough for its day than that of any presi

dential candidate, not because he was a seeker of

office, but simply because his heart was on fire

with love for his countrymen and because for them

he had a gospel to proclaim.

His was a larger patriotism, because of its uni

versal character. He felt that he had a mission

to the world. He beheld in his country the

sharer of that mission. Judea existed not for it

self, but as the sacred medium for the proclama

tion of God's love and man's to the world. He saw

for his nation a larger end than its own aggran

dizement. Judea was to become the exponent of

that righteousness and freedom in which all men

shall be kings and priests and brothers.

The patriotism of Christ is thus not the patrio

tism of our day. Patriotism, as it is expounded in

the legislative halls and on Fourth of July plat

forms today is either self-gratulation on the part

of bombastic individuals for a past in which they

had no part, or it is that mercenary scheming by

which the financial interests of a certain class of

our people shall be upheld against the interests

of other classes and of the world. It is the pa

triotism not of universality, but of self-centred-

ness. Its only mission is the amassing of wealth.

It justifies itself by phrases and fireworks. "Right

or wrong, my country !" it exclaims, when it would
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shield its own turpitude beneath the folds of the

nation's flag.

So long as the American people are actuated by

dishonest sentiment rather than by devotion to

the ideals for which their fathers died, their na

tional existence is endangered. We must feel that

behind all our patriotic pretences is the spirit of a

universal citizenship, if those pretences are to pro

vide any sustaining force for the national life. We

must realize under God the mission of the Ameri

can people, even as Christ foresaw the mission of

his Judean followers. It is not the mission of

world conquest or world exploitation, but the mis

sion of brotherhood defined in terms of equal

rights to all, and revealed in the uncompromising

standards of .national righteousness.

BOOKS

LITTLE JOURNEYS TO THE HOMES

OF GREAT BUSINESS MEN.

A Criticism.

Elbert Hubbard is a prolific writer and a lec

turer of repute. His Koycrofters and his East

Aurora are known around the world, and their

reason for being has been heralded as rather for

the uplifting of the people than commercial. One

of his literary outputs is his "Little Journeys,"

which is too well known to need description. A

series of "Little Journeys" to the homes of busi

ness men, is offered by him to the public for 1909,

and we are informed that they are being introduced

into our high schools as text books. These books

deal in a cursory and rather pleasing way writh

the lives of great business men.

The great business men are, of course, the men

who were successful in accumulating a great deal

of property which they had to leave behind them

when they answered the last call. In the present

state of human understanding a business man

could not be esteemed as great unless he had got

together a great accumulation of wealth of one

sort and another which kept him in hot water all

the time trying to prevent its decrease and working

overtime to make it increase. The greatness of the

pile of wealth measured in millions casts the gleam

of gold over the man and blinds the eyes of the

biographer to the qualities that are overcome by

acquisitiveness to the moral degeneration of the

man.

It would be hardly worth while to criticise the

Little Journeys, but for the fact that so much

of the literature of the day is written in the same

fullsome style as to men of wealth, and holds up

to the growing youth of the country an ideal of

wealth accumulation as the summit of human fe

licity and usefulness. Considering this, it may be

worth while to call attention to one of the Little

Journeys, probably a, fair sample of all the rest,

"A Little Journey to the Home of P. D. Armour."

The future great packer worked on his fath

er's farm until he was nineteen years old and then

joined the procession of gold seekers that went to

California.

The author says "he walked all the way and ar

rived on schedule." "Schedule" is a good word,

and as used indicates that the future great man

had a time table marked down somewhere and ar

rived on time. Ordinary men who went at the

same time were content to arrive most any time

whole and alive.

Arriving, he at once decided that mining was a

gamble and that he would bet on nothing but his

own ability. So he went to work for the gamblers at

five dollars a day digging ditches.

The author says nothing about the fact that

mining witli open opportunities was so successful

a gamble that wages for ditch digging were five

dollars a day.

In five years the future millionaire had saved

eight thousand dollars, and that being all he

wanted at that time he went back to the old home,

where he found nothing to do that would pay five

dollars a day for common labor. So he went west

again, to Milwaukee, where he joined fortunes

with one John Plank inton, who was in the packing

business.

The author is frank enough to say that "John

was knowing," and made Armour his partner. He

further states that "they discovered how to make

a hog yield four hams."

If this is true, it may disclose one of the secrets

of the growth of great fortunes. It is unfortunate

that the secret was lost, for many who are in the

packing business now would pay well for it, not for

publication, but for exclusive use in their own

business. Whether or no this is a good thing to

put into the public schools is a question. Pour

hams from one hog might be a little more nutri

tious than the famous wooden hams of Connecti

cut, but the element of deceit would be too con

spicuous.

The enthusiasm of the author and his strenu

ous endeavor to make his subject great, has led

him to disclose something that a cautious writer

would have concealed. The author continues : "Our

soldiers needed the hams and the barrelled pork,

so shortly more hogs came to market. The war's

end found the new firm much stronger and well

stocked with large orders for mess pork sold for

future delivery at war time prices, which contracts

they filled at much lower cost and to their financial

satisfaction. Their guesser was good and they

prospered."

Consciously or unconsciously the writer here re

veals one of the secrets of the great fortunes that

are held out to the rising generation as the prizes
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to be desired. But a little analysis may be neces

sary to make things wholly clear to those who

have not learned to think, or those who do not un

derstand financial puzzles.

Observe, then, that a war is on in which our sol

diers needed hams so bad that skillful packers

made the hog produce four hams. They needed

pork so bad that the new firm accumulated, not a

stock of pork, but a large stock of orders for pork

to be delivered in the future. Putting it plainly,

there was then as now an organization where any

man with money or credit could sell what he did

not have, and buy what he did not expect to ac

cept. Contracts of that sort would be settled by

the payment of differences in prices instead of the

delivery and acceptance of the actual goods. The

new firm foresaw that at the close of the war lower

prices were inevitable, and sold pork short to who

ever differed with them in opinion; and when

settling time came they found they wore right in

their opinion and the parties on the other side were

wrong. So their "contracts were filled at a much

lower cost and to their financial satisfaction."

To make it plainer yet, some people thought

pork was going higher and they bet with the new

firm to that effect and lost. The community was

no richer by these transactions. There was no

more wealth in the world, but the new firm was

financially satisfied and people who transferred

their wealth to the new firm were correspondingly

dissatisfied.

Some of the courts have held such transactions

to be gambling and some of them have decided that

it is plain business. People who have tried it

thoroughly, even if they are in a measure success

ful, will, if they are honest, tell you that the

whole machinery from beginning to end, is what

General Sherman declared war to be, "Hell."

According to the advertisements, Little Jour

neys praising this sort of business will be

placed in our public schools. Our children will

be taught to look upon the successful gambler as

a great man.

That he is a great man no one can deny. The

successful speculator has the same elements of

greatness that mark all the great warriors and con

querors of history. But is it not time to teach the

people, both young and old, that such greatness

has filled the world with sorrow and woe and del

uged it with blood? that such greatness is built

upon the wreck and ruin of the many, and leads

away from and not toward the teachings of the

Man of Nazareth?

There are other things in this Little Journey

that are calculated to mislead the youthful mind—

things which emphasize the glory and grandeur of

the wealth that can please itself with the distribu

tion of five dollar bills to the man that pleases the

distributor, and can recompense itself by strategic

ruin of some unfortunate competitor. The real

objection to such books is that they are carelessly

written and give to youthful readers false im

pressions of the real truths that underlie human

relations. The square deal in economic and po

litical reform is delayed by the false ideals which

this book is the means of spreading.

GEO. V. WELLS.

PERIODICALS

"The American Ideal" Is a new Single Tax month

ly—the issue for July being the fifth—which is pub

lished for 20 cents a year and Is edited by John

H. Meyer, 2588 Seegar avenue, ^'ncinnati. It is

an attractively printed 4-page paper with a variety

of good matter.

*

The June Chautauquan is a Conservation Number

devoted wholly to the history and present status of

the movement for the preservation of our nation's

natural resources. Most important, there is pub

lished in full with many illustrations, the "Inventory

of Resources" as given in the report of the National

Conservation Commission last January; and this is
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followed by tables showing the exact location and

extent of all national reservations. A map might

usefully have been added. As it Is, the number is

certainly a most valuable and handy little volume

of reference.
A. L. g.

Banker—"Excuse me, neighbor, but every morn

ing on your way to the train you walk across my

lawn."

Potts—"I know It isn't right. I'm av/fully sorry,

but I can't help it. I have only just time to catch

the train, there's the lawn and the temptation—

and I'll be hanged if I can resist it!"

Banker—"I know just how you feel. I'm that way

myself. I've got a shotgun, and when I sit in my

window and see you sprinting, it brings on my hunt

ing fever. I've stood it so far—but to-morrow morn

ing I shan't answer for myself."—Life.

Here Is a nurse's story which I have just heard:

She was one of the nurses in an infirmary in a great
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The Man at the Margin

Who is the Man at the Margin ? He is not one

man but many, and he stands at the

parting of the ways. <J In an unnatural

industrial environment, these parted way&

lead on to conflicts between Labor and

Capital. There is no conflict between

Labor and Capital, naturally; but in prac

tice there is a terrible conflict. What is

the reason? <J Ask the Man at the Margin.

<J Here are some of the things he will

explain: the established order, the eco

nomic problem, land tenure, public fran

chises, wages, socialization of values, spo

radic socialism, omnisocialism, bisocialism,

equality of opportunity, individual initia

tive, and social solidarity. <J When you

have interrogated the Man at the Margin

you will say with Oliver R. Trowbridge,

the author of " Bisocialism " (in which

the Man at the Margin is the dominant

character) : " Behold the Man at the

Margin! Let him reign! "

"Bisocialism: The Reign of the Man at the

Margin," expounds economics in harmony

with the methods and habits of thought

of the Universities, but in the democratic

spirit. It is scientific. It is rigidly logical.

It is not academic me/ely, nor practical

merely, but both academic and practical.

The reasoning is convincing, the writing

attractive to the end. Dealing with ele

mentary principles with the simplicity of

a primer, the book considers contemporary

social and political problems on the plane

of contemporary statesmanship. A book

for professor, student, reformer, journalist

and political leader alike, it will be read

with interest and maybe studied to advan

tage by such men of every economic and

political school — Democrat, socialist,

anarchist, single taxer, Republican.

The price of "Bisocialism" is one dollar, but we will

supply copies for sixty cents, and without

charge for postage.

THE PUBLIC Book Dept, Ellsworth Bldg., Chicago

y-
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industrial town. To this infirmary was brought one

day a desperate criminal. His bed was guarded day

and night by two warders, and he was condemned

afterwards to penal servitude for life. It happened

that while he was lying there a little child was op

erated upon for hare-lip. It is essential to the suc

cess of this operation that the little patient shall

not be allowed to cry. A nurse or a patient has to

hold the child and coax it into stillness constantly.

This child was fretful, and there were great difficul

ties and many fears of failure. At last, on the crim

inal's invitation, it was put into his arms, and there

for many hours the little wounded creature rested

quite contented. In fact, whenever it showed symp

toms of fretfulness it was given to him.

—The Clarion.
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A straight-forward, succinct statement of the

Single Tax as an economic method, by
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Congress.

Report of the International Free Trade

Congress, held in London, in August,

1908. Speeches and Papers by Free

Traders from all over the World—by

the men named below, for example,

and by many more:

Dr. Theodor Barth, of Germany.

Mr. Yves Guyot, of France.

Mr. Max Hirsch, of Australia.
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