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there would have been no strike, for there would

have been no motive for striking. But with op

portunities so narrowed that the masterless man is

a starving man the struggle for jobs takes on any

form that happens to serve, and race differences

are usually most efficient. Political differences

would serve as well in some industrial circum

stances, religious differences in others, and either

would be as readily availed of. But in the

South at the present time—and in the North, too,

for that matter—the question of Negro or white

man is most available. On the Pacific Coast the

same scarcity of jobs develops race conflicts, with

Chinamen and Japanese instead of Negroes as

the white workman's enemy. The Georgia Rail

road strike certainly tends to confirm the Texan,

an old time slave owner, who, upon being asked

about the race question in his part of the State,

replied: "Race question! Well, it's about this

way. When the white man owned the nigger

there wasn't any race question ; if the nigger

owned the white man, there" wouldn't be a race

question; but when the nigger and the white man

both want the same job at the same time, then

there's a race question. It isn't a xace question

at all, my friend, not among the masses of the

people. It's a labor question."

* *

Conviction of a Fake Labor Leader.

While the fine imposed upon Martin B, Mad-

don, the Chicago "labor" leader, for blackmailing

employers by means of faked strikes, makes his

conviction seem like a farce, the conviction itself

cannot but serve a useful purpose toward ridding

the labor movement in Chicago of a dangerous

man whom it has done all it could to rid itself

of, and been opposed in its efforts by politicians

and business men.

*

Madden is not a labor leader, except in so far as

he has been able either to conspire with some

men in (he movement and others out of it and

thereby to fool unsophisticated workingmen, to

intimidate the prudent, and to slug the rest. At

the City Hall, until Mayor Dunne stopped it, he

had a "pull" that added to his power as a "labor"

leader. By fraud and force and City Hall assist

ance, to say nothing of the assistance of emh

ployers, he maintained control of the local Federa

tion. After hard contests he was finally expelled,

and under Fitzpatrick and Nockels and their

associates the Federation has been conducted on

the square. But big employers and grafty poli

ticians have all along found Madden useful, for

even yet he maintains control of an unaffiliated

labor organization which, now that his treacherous

methods have been exposed, may have the wisdom

and courage to drop him.

To say of such men as Martin B. Mad

den that they disgrace the labor movement,

is to miss the mark. What they really do is to

serve the enemies of the labor movement somewhat

as these are served by strike breakers, labor spies

and other employe's of detective agencies which

specialize on labor,—all under the pay of em

ployers. The remarkable thing about Madden's

case is that some of his capitalistic paymasters

have been inconsiderate enough to "give him

away," and that the others have stood by and seen

it done.

* *

The Meaning of Lorimer's Election.

When Mr. Lorimer had been elected [Senator

from Illinois (p. 537) lie informal the assembled

legislators that his desire for this office was prompt

ed by the opportunities it would afford him to pro

mote the construction of the deep waterway from

the Lakes to the Gulf. Probably this informa

tion gave them no shock of surprise. Mr. Lori

mer's election by Democratic votes—almost half

his vote having come from that party, under the

dictation of Roger C. Sullivan of the Democratic

national committee—was due in much greater de

gree, no doubt, to an understanding with reference

to the construction of that great waterway than to

any ordinary bi-partisan considerations or the ordi

nary spoils oil office. Possibly the feud between

Mayor Busse and Senator Lorimer will now

lengthen and strengthen ; possibly President Taft's

patronage in Illinois will be placed by Senator

Lorimer where it will "do the most good" regard

less of party; possibly Democratic supporters will

be rewarded by Senator Lorimer with ordinary

patronage in accordance with Mr. Sullivan's wishes

and promises; possibly the Lorimer-Sullivan mo

dus vivendi at Springfield will ripen into a treaty

that will turn Illinois politics inside out; or pos

sibly it all involves a Lorimer-Deneen-Busse coali

tion, with Sullivan in charge of the Democratic

supernumeraries. Possibly it means all this and

much more that the political palm readers are

guessing at. Much of it all is even probable. But

whatever the meaning of Mr. Lorimer's election

may be in those connections, the inference is more

than a possibility, more even than a probability,

that he for the Republicans and Mr. Sullivan for

the Democrats expect to distribute the rich con
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tracts ant! the semi-rich sub-contracts and the

driblets for sweat work which the construction of

the Lakes to the Gulf ship canal will afford. This

is a job with millions in it, and why shouldn't their

distribution be supervised by Lorimer and Sulli

van? Has experience with the "better classes" in

politics gone very far to prove that the difference

between machine politicians and the kind of men

who would supervise this distribution if Lorimer

and Sullivan missed it, is more distinctly a dif

ference of public spirit and civic fidelity than of

social clubs and business affiliations? One hopeful

thing about the coalition that elected Mr. Lorimer

is its indication that old party lines are breaking

down. When they break down so completely

among the politicians they are certain soon to

collapse altogether.

+ +

Public School Legislation for Chicago.

Two legislative victories have been gained by the

teaching force of the Chicago public schools (pp.

373, 409, 413) over a domineering"business board"

of education. One is the defeat of a measure

backed by the inner business ring of the board,

and opposed by the teachers' organizations; the

other is the passage of a measure opposed by the

inner business ring of the board, which had been

proposed and was supported by the teachers' or

ganizations. The teachers, aroused by the policy

of screwing down their salaries, presented a bill

which enlarged the educational fund and required

the application of seven-eighths to educational

salaries. Their victory in this matter was only

partial ; for they compromised upon a legislative

increase of the educational fund, and an informal

promise that their salaries should not suffer. Ques

tions of the inner ring's future good faith apart,

with reference to that promise, and the teachers'

victory was complete. On the other measure, how

ever, there was no compromise. The teachers'

victory in that case was overwhelming—at least

for the time. The object of the inner business

ring of the business board of education in sup

porting this measure was twofold. It aimed to

establish a superintendency of the factory-boss

type, and also to open the way for further

gifts of public school-land interests to big business

interests. Incidentally the school book trusts were

cared for; but this object was to be secured

through the superintendency provisions. All the

important "africans" in the bill—of Commercial

Club paternity, by the way—were hidden in the

superintendency and the land-lease wood piles.

But the teachers were wide awake to the situa

tion. All their organizations, including principals

as well as grade teachers, co-operated to defeat

the bill. And their opposition centered upon

those two of its features—the attempt to factoryize

the schools and to burglarize what remains of

the school lands. Their victory in defeating this

vicious measure is a victory for the people of

Chicago.

* +

Porto Rico and President Taft.

Regarding our comment upon President Taft's

condemnation of the Porto Iticans for attempting

to coerce a superimposed foreign executive by re

fusing to vote appropriations (pp. 467, 484), we

are advised that the President is justified from a

democratic standpoint. The explanation is some

thing like this: The controversy in Porto Rico

hinges upon the question of direct or indirect

taxation. Under Spanish domination, Porto

Rican revenues were raised indirectly through

tariffs, merchants' licenses, and so on. This impov-

ished the working population for the benefit of

the landlords, who are now embittered at being

taxed locally by taxation in some degree direct.

Hence the present legislative deadlock, the land

lord party claiming the right of "largest tax

payers" to assess the local taxes. Therefore it is

argued that Mr. Taft, in taking sides against

the Uuista party of privilege, which controlled

the Porto Rican assembly that has just adjourned,

is standing for popular rights. This may be.

But if in standing for popular rights he assails

one of the most effective and historically approved

legislative weapons for asserting and maintain

ing popular rights, doesn't he become a danger

ous champion? In those circumstances his serv

ice to popular rights is somewhat suggestive of

the service the elephant performed for tht part

ridge in amiably seating himself upon her nest

to help her hatch her eggs.

* *

"In the Arms of the Mincio."

Once upon a time when a certain New York

daily paper was in other hands, one of its edi

torial writers, upon a wager, composed two articles

simultaneously, writing one with his right hand

and the other with his left, on two wide-apart

subjects, youthful love and European politics.

By the terms of the wager both articles were to

appear in the paper in due course, and one of them

did. So would the other but for somebody else's

blunder. A sheet of the manuscript on youthful

love got substituted by the "copy" distributor

for a sheet of the manuscript on European poli

tics. Consequently, when the first of these articles
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appeared in print, its readers were thrown into

confusion, the editor-in-chief into hysterical rage,

and the skillful editorial writer out of his job.

For the blunder had resulted in enfolding a very

attractive young woman "in the arms of the

Mincio." We recall this old yarn of New York's

"Newspaper Row" about the New York Times,

because a recent editorial in the Times read.* as if

the ghost of the writer who participated

in getting that young woman placed affec

tionately "in the arms" of an Italian river had

returned to comjment upon the British budget.

At any rate the budget editorial in the Times of

May 26 might have been written as two editorials,

either by a Liberal and a Tory, or by an ambi

dextrous writer with Liberal sympathies in one

cerebral hemisphere and Tory sympathies in the

other, and have got mixed in the distribution of

"copy." It has all the absurd flavor of the old

Times article on the young woman "in the arms

of the Mincio."

* +

The Futile Fundamental Argument Against Land

Value Taxation.

The weakness of the Tory opposition to the

land value taxes proposed in the British budget is

well illustrated—aye, it is demonstrated—by the

editorial summing up in the London Times (May

13th) of Harold Cox's "damaging indictment,"

as the Times calls it. According to the Times,

Mr. Cox "demonstrated in elose-packed and in

controvertible argument that the alleged differ

ence between land and other forms of property"

has no substantial existence, localise land "is

offered in the same way as other property in the

market, and is acquired in the same way by the

investor, small or large." That truth, says the

Times, and it calls it a "fundamental" truth,

"lies at the root of the whole question, and up

sets all the distinctions" between property in

land and property in the products of human

industry. This must be gratifying to Lloyd-

George. He would be a captious man if lie

were not pleased with the assurance from such

irreproachable authority that the best argument

the Tories can make against land value taxes,

that their fundamental principle for considering

properly in what Nature alone supplies as identical

with property in what labor only can furnish,

property in natural sources and sites with property

in artificial products, is that which the Times

puts forward when it argues that l>oth are offered

and acquired "in the same way." Why, in our

country, this was once also true of property in

men. Under our slavery regime. Negroes were

"offered in the same way as other property in the

market," and were "acquired in the same way by

the invester, small or large"—great planter, thrifty

workingman, or poor widow. Do the British de

fenders of landlordism, Mr. Cox included, be

lieve that this "fundamental truth" of the market

"upsets all the distinctions" between property in

slaves and property in houses or wheelbarrows ?

Doesn't the fact that slaves are men and not in

dustrial products, count for something "at the

root" of that question? And doesn't the fact

that the planet is the natural abiding place, the

source of supply and the workshop for all sorts and

conditions of men, and not an industrial product

of any—doesn't this count for something "at the

root of the whole question" which Lloyd-George

has raised in the British Parliament? Funda

mental differences such as these cannot be obliter

ated by parallelisms of the market place.

* * *

THE PERSECUTION OF EMMA

GOLDMAN.

We are constrained again to ask (p. 508) the

motive for the persecution by the police in so

many places of Emma Goldman.

Not only is she persecuted to the extent of de

privation of unquestionable rights under Amer

ican law, but peaceable and law abiding persons

who wish to hear her speak and have the right

under American law to hear her speak, are treated

as rioters and dispersed without a shadow of neces

sity or right.

When a hall i.s engaged for her to speak in, the

owner is threatened, lawlessly threatened, until

lie breaks his contract. Should he withstand this

pressure, his hall is invaded by anarchistic po

licemen who disperse the peaceable audience with

threats of violence. ■

That is what happened in Lexington hall, New

York, a few days ago. The facts reported at the

time (p. 516) have since been more definitely pre

sented in a letter to Mayor McClellan from Alden

Freeman, a well known and respected man both in

New York and the New Jersey suburb of East

Orange.

Mr. Freeman, who had twice before heard Miss

Goldman in New York, and hadn't, as he ex

plains, the slightest premonition or thought of the

experience before him, went to hear her Lexington

hall lecture on the Modern Drama on a Sunday

morning two weeks ago. He describes himself as

"a law-abiding citizen who has always believed
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that polite officers were maintained by the whole

body of citizens to uphold our rights and add to

<>ur comfort and to promote the- peace." With

recollections of previous lectures by Miss Gold

man, he "was anticipating an intellectual treat,"

for he is interested in dramatic literature; but

after what happened he felt as if he "had made

a journey to Russia." Here is his experience:

Miss Goldman had rented the hall and had a con

tract for it. Just as she was about to begin to speak,

four police officers came in and notified the hall-

keeper that if Miss Goldman was allowed to speak

he and his wife and children would be arrested. The

hallkeeper replied that Miss Goldman had a contract

for the hall, and therefore he was powerless to do

anything. Thereupon the police said to the fright

ened hallkeeper that he and his family must come to

the station. Then the hallkeeper notified Miss Gold

man that she must not speak. A detective and three

uniformed policemen walked up to the platform,

telling Miss Goldman that the hallkeeper didn't want

her to lecture. Miss Goldman quietly replied that as

the hall was hers she would speak, especially since

the audience insisted on her speaking by remaining

in the hall. The detective and policemen left the

place and all was quiet for a few minutes. Suddenly

a squad of a dozen policemen rushed into the hall

and turned the audience out into the street. Most

of the people present were Americans in whose blood

the love of freedom of speech and assembly had been

bred. It was probably their first experience, and

much indignation and protest were aroused. They

could not help but feel that free speech is a farce,

and that the American police can exercise more arbi

trary authority than is conceivable in monarchical

countries.

+

The influences which are making these

precedents for a TJussianistic suppression of free

speech in the United States, with Miss Goldman

as the horrible example, apparently spring from

sources farther back and higher up than the po

lice.

One indication among many of less recent date,

is a letter which appeared in the Newark (N. J.)

Evening News of May 26th. It was from the

public prosecutor of Essex county, in which New

ark lies, and referred to an arrangement Mr.

Freeman had made to have Miss Goldman deliver

her lecture on the Modern Drama at his home

town of East Orange. This prosecutor addressed

the chief of police of East Orange, who thereupon

communicated with the owner of the hall and he

canceled his contract. The letter contained a

threat to prosecute him if Miss Goldman preached

"her dangerous and forbidden doctrines," her

"'peculiar and obnoxious doctrines." upon his

premises.

Some notion of the influences back of this as

sault upon the American right (possibly it is not

a New Jersey right, but it certainly is American)

to discuss doctrines which are "peculiar and ob

noxious," may be had from this prosecutor's ex

planation to the Newark News reporter that he

had "sent the letter because he considered the

general feeling of unrest among the striking hat

ters of the Oranges a most inopportune time for

any inflammatory speeches." Not only does this sug

gest the prosecutor's animus, but, far more im

portant, it is significant of what speakers on labor

subjects may soon expect, wherever there is a

"feeling of unrest" among strikers, if these Gold

man precedents are allowed without protest to

establish themselves as Americanisms.

Indeed the thing reasonably to be expected is

already here. Following their policy and methods

for the suppression of the Goldman meetings, the

police of New York are actually suppressing

jwaceablc meetings of labor strikers. From the

New York Call of the 28th, we learn that meetings

of a bakers' strike were stopped by the police the

night before. It would seem, according to that

paper, that—

the police notify the proprietors of the halls where

meetings are to be held, and urge them to withdraw

consent for such meetings. The proprietor of Lenox

Assembly Rooms, 216 2d street, where a meeting

was advertised for last night, sent word to the union

that the police told him not to allow the meeting to

take place on his premises. The proprietor of a

hall at 115 LewlB street also sent word that the police

warned him not to allow the meeting to take place.

Another disappointment that almost led to trouble

was at 62 Pitt street, where a crowd assembled in

response to an announcement that a meeting would

be held. When the time arrived and the crowd gath

ered the proprietor of the place told them that he

was warned by the police not to allow the holding of

the meeting.

That there are potent influences behind and

above this police repeal of the American policy of

open meetings and free speech, with Emma Gold

man's meetings for the starting point, with striking

linkers for a further step, and with God knows what

for the goal, is further evident from the studied

indifference of most of the newspapers and the in

action of civil authorities. In the case of the sup

pression of the Goldman meeting in New York,

the orders came apparently from police head

quarters. In the subsequent suppression—on the

'.'Sth—of a meeting to be addressed by Miss Gold

man in Brooklyn, the lawless orders are directly

traced to the Chief of Police, for whose action

Mayor McClellan must be regarded as respon

sible unless he repudiates it. This is the Call's

report (May 29) of the Brooklyn suppression:

Declaring that he was acting under orders from

Commissioner Bingham, Captain Hughes, of the West
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163d street station, of Brooklyn, descended upon Lied-

• erkranz hall last night with about twenty-five police

men and ten plain clothes men, denounced the pro

prietor, prohibited the lecture announced by Emma

Goldman, closed the hall, and drove away the hun

dreds of people who came to hear the much-perse

cuted speaker. It was about 7 o'clock when the little

army of police arrived at the hall, which is at the

corner of Manhattan avenue and Meserole street,

and is one of the largest in the vicinity. The lec

ture, on "The True Significance of Anarchism," was

announced for 8 p. m., and the audience had not yet

assembled. The hallkeeper was told that the meet

ing would not be permitted, and ordered to keep the

doors closed. A number of policemen were stationed

inside the hall, and the rest cleared the streets, a

crowd of about 2,000 people having collected. . . .

When interviewed by the reporter of The Call, Cap

tain Hughes refused to give his reasons for prevent

ing the lecture. "I am acting under orders, and can

not discuss this matter with reporters," said the

Captain. "Would you have stopped this meeting if

the hallkeeper had refused to call it off when you de

manded that he do so?" "Yes." "Under what law

would you have taken such action? Does not the

Constitution guarantee free speech?" "I cannot give

you the reasons for this action," said Captain Hughes,

"It would be against the rules of the Department

for me to do so. I have no choice in this matter.

You will have to see some one higher up."

What, then, does the Goldman persecution

mean? It may not mean that there is any con

scious conspiracy afoot for utilizing Miss Gold

man's newspaper reputation to break down the

bulwarks of free speech in the United States. But

its tendency is clearly toward that result.

, Two kinds of people are a menace to free

speech in this country. One is the kind, such as

Miss Goldman has been persistently represented to

be, who take advantage of freedom of speech to

preach violence; the other is the kind who take

advantage of violence preachments to create public

sentiment in favor of restrictions upon freedom of

speech.

It was through dread of what the latter might

accomplish, using the former for their leverage,

that Henry George refused to take such a part in

behalf of the law-lynched "anarchists" of Chicago

as would imply sympathy with the policy of vio

lence which some of them had proclaimed. "One

bomb," he said, "exploded under circumstances

favorable for the purpose, might create a panic in

popular opinion that would enable the privileged

classes to throttle free speech on labor subjects

for fifty years to come."

That his outlook was right, the persecution of

Emma Goldman goes far to prove. Whether

justly or unjustly, she has the reputation of a

preacher of violence; and that reputation alone,

with nothing to verify it and much to discredit it,

has been enough to put the long cherished Amer

ican principle of free speech in jeopardy.

The appalling thing about the suppression of

her meetings is not that they are suppressed, but

that public opinion has become so demoralized

with fear of Emjma Goldman as a bogey that most

people are not only willing but anxious to have her

meetings suppressed, law or no law. It is ap

palling because it is prophetic of possibilities in

this country of which Russia gives but a hint.

So much for the impersonal side of the mat

ter. On the personal side it should be said of

Emma Goldman's speeches, of recent years at any

rate, that whenever they have not been interfered

with, and she has spoken freely, there has been

no accusation of violence preaching. Her lecture

on "The True Significance of Anarchism," for in

stance, has elicited the praise of the judicious and

peaceable, wherever it has been delivered. A com

parison of her speeches as they are reported by fair

auditors, with the arbitrary efforts to prevent her

speaking, suggests that maybe the real objec

tion to her on the part of anarchistic authorities,

is not that she does preach violence but that she

does not.

On one occasion, it will be remembered, a sol

dier of the United States army was sentenced to

prison (p. 40) for having, while in uniform,

listened to a lecture by Emma Goldman and then

publicly shaken her hand with friendly

words of approval.- He had become a con

vert to her "peculiar" and "obnoxious" and

"dangerous" and "forbidden" doctrines. Af

ter many months of imprisonment this con

vert of Miss Goldman's was pardoned bv

President Eoosevelt. His name was William

Buwalda. Mr. Buwalda is still under the spell

of those doctrines, so it is said, and here are sonic

of the things they have made him say and one of

the things they have led him to do. We quote

a recent letter of his to the Secretary of War, in

which he enclosed a medal awarded him for faith

ful army service in the Philippines :

Hudsonville, Mich., April 6, 1909.

Hon. Joseph M. Dickinson, Secretary of War, Washing

ton, D. C. :

Sir:—After thinking the matter over for some time

I have decided to send back this trinket to your De

partment, having no further use for such baubles,

and enable you to give it to some one who will ap

preciate it more than I do.
■ It speaks to me of faithful service, of duty well

done, of friendships inseparable, friendships cement

ed by dangers and hardships and sufferings shared in
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commoB in camp and in the field. But, sir, it also

speaks to me of bloodshed—possibly some of It un

avoidably innocent—in defense of loved ones, of

homes; homes in many cases but huts of grass, yet

cherished none the less.

It speaks of raids and burnings, of many prisoners

taken and, like vile beasts, thrown in the foulest

prisons. And for what? For fighting for their homes

and loved ones.

It speaks to me of General Order 100, with all Its

attendant horrors and cruelties and sufferings; of a

country laid waste with fire and sword; of animals

useful to man wantonly killed; of men, women, and

children hunted like wild beasts, and all this in the

name of Liberty, Humanity, and Civilization.

In short, it speaks to me of War-legalized murder,

if you will—upon a weak and defenseless people. We

have not even the excuse of self-defense. Yours sin

cerely,

WILLIAM BUWALDA.

There is authority for the principle—"per

nicious," "obnoxious" and "dangerous" authority

it was in Palestine somewhat less than two thou

sand years ago—that "by their fruits ye shall

know them." If Mr. Buwalda's sentiments are

legitimate fruit of Emma Goldman's doctrines,

what shall we say of her doctrines? By that test

they are indeed "peculiar," but if they are "ob

noxious" and "dangerous," to whom are they so?

To all the barbarian gods of war, no doubt, but not

to the Prince of Peace.

INCIDENTAL SUGGESTIONS

GOVERNMENT BY GROUPS:

A TENDENCY.

20 Ridgewood Ave., Newark, N. J.

The question of direct nominations merges itself

in a much greater and more significant problem. '

The American people are in fact already deciding

this question of political institutions: Shall power

be, as heretofore, delegated to representatives; or

shall as much of it as possible remain in the hands

of those among whom it originates? The issue is,

in other words, between so-called representative and

so-called democratic government—an old issue.

With the establishment of the Republic the prob

lem was decided in favor of representative govern

ment; now, with the renewal of the question, there

is more doubt as to the issue of discussion. In

considering the matter today, it is perhaps wise to

review the well known reasons for the selection of

representation by the builders of the Constitution.

They had before them as models the ultra-demo

cratic regimes of ancient Athens and Rome, where

every citizen had a hand in making the laws; never

theless, a historical factor, a rational factor, and a

physical factor determined them in the choice they

finally made.

The historical factor was the example of England

and the previous scheme of government in several of

the colonies.

The rational factor was a general distrust of a

majority rule, with a resultant desire to place in the

hands of the "best citizens," good men and true with

the respect of their communities, the power which

it was deemed Inexpedient to leave in the control

of the people at large.

The physical factor was even more potent, depend

ing as it did on apparently uncontrollable forces of

nature and circumstance. For it was in fact impos

sible in 1787 that the people should rule directly.

How could problems involving imminent dangers of

war and peace be proposed to communities so widely

separated, with so little intimacy of communication,

as the original States? It was a necessity that all

powers be temporarily delegated for fixed periods to

a central body, able to decide questions at short

notice.

In the course of a little over a century the value of

all three factors has altered radically. The historical

factor, Involving the example of another country,

is no longer of particular validity, since from the

success of the past it may be argued without para

dox that American communities have become suffi

ciently experienced in political affairs to undertake

experiments of their own. Democratic feeling has,

meanwhile, been triumphing over oligarchic,—the

"American Bill of Rights" has been added to the Con

stitution in the shape of the earlier Amendments,

the franchise has been widely extended, the slave has

been freed, the ballot has been made secret and puri

fied. Jefferson's ideals are regnant today, curiously

admixed to be sure with the forms and opinions of

government advocated by Hamilton;—that is to say,

it has been found that a democratic movement is

best founded on a strong central government! Final

ly, in respect to the last factor, the United States has

ceased to be a somewhat artificial conglomeration of

diverse elements; it has become a unified community

in absolute fact. For the farthest points of the

country are in easy and intimate bonds; railroads,

telegraphs, telephones, newspapers and periodicals,

the postal system, and many other miracles of human

invention have pulled more tautly together New

York and Nome at the beginning of the present cen

tury than Boston and New York were on the day of

the adoption of the Constitution. As a result, the

inhabitants of Los Angeles, of Helena, of Santa Fe,

of Tallahassee, know as soon as Congress does what

needs of legislation the President has urged and

conditions demand. The citizen of the pettiest

town can be as well informed, if he so wish, con

cerning the situation of the country as any Represen

tative or Senator. What applies to the central gov

ernment applies naturally in even greater degree to

each single State, to each single community of city,

borough, township and village.

Considered from these points of view, representa

tive government is today as supererogatory and ob

solete as would be the use of a written communica

tion instead of every "call" on the telephone in a

modern business office. Any defense of the plan

must be on a new basis. For example, it might well

be argued that we need economic and political ex

perts to govern us, In which case we might proceed
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to turn out our present governing bodies and prepare

to procure such experts.

The system of party conventions is the absurdest

term in a series of absurdities. There is no need to

speak here of the practical consequences of this sys

tem so far as concerns the political autocrats who

vend the privileges they have captured. Frem a

purely logical standpoint the system is so ridiculous

as to seem to require nothing more than accurate

statement to secure Its overthrow.

For here we have a scheme whereby we—if we go

to the primaries—elect representatives, who shall—

an they so condescend—choose tor us party nom

inees, who will—provided they be elected to office—

represent us in one fashion or another. It is even

possible that some of these last persons may again,

as members of a State legislature, elect for us still

further representatives in the form of Senators at

Washington.

What remote likelihood is there that we shall then

be truly represented by these final representatives

elected by the representatives who were picked out

by the representatives supposedly chosen by us?

Most of us would be loth to recognize as adequate

the persons into whose hands our proxy and power

of attorney have fallen. That we should choose di

rectly our party nominees is surely the least that can

be granted us—by ourselves.

It is objected, however, that the system of direct

nominations inevitably involves not merely the over

throw of the "bosses," in Itself perhaps desirable, but

also the overthrow of the very party system. But

have not parties already fallen into innocuous desue

tude, except for venal purposes? The common com

plaint of the campaign just past was the entire Iden

tity of the platforms of the two greater parties, the

lack of real points at issue between the two more

prominent candidates. The rancour of partisanship

centered on the name of an organization is hard to

find in the United States today: lines are broken,

ballots are "split," candidates "scratched," nobody

excited over the epithets of party, and "mugwump"

become an- honorable term. To correct the one

prominent evil of all primaries, whether direct or

not, the fact that party lines are secretly broken by

machine men to help the "organization" on the other

side in a desperate emergency, there is already un

folding an iridescent dream.

The time is coming when the primary will issue

one ballot, with no distinction of party, and everyone

will vote Just as he pleases for nominees to be placed

at election on one ballot, with no distinction of

party.

A blank hopelessness will appear on the faces of

how many citizens on that day. What! no kindly

party to tell us whom to vote for? we must know

something about every man on the ballot, or forego

voting? Truly a desperate condition; and yet it will

not be without palliatives.

For the one irremediable defect of parties in the

past has been that they continued to exist after

the need that called them into being had passed.

The merit of the no-party ballot will be that every

candidate will be obliged to justify his presence at

the election by a vital and contemporaneous issue,

not by the artificial existence of a stultified party.

No "straight ticket" will carry a man into office; no

popularity of another candidate will enable corrup

tion to sneak back to power.

The chief merit of the new system has still to be

noted. Under it, it will become necessary for every

honest man, if he be really desirous of continuing

these States in honor and in loftiness of purpose,

himself to take part in perpetuating and developing

the ideals of Americanism. For no novel principle

will be able to make headway—and many such prin

ciples must be established if the republic is to flour

ish—unless it find in every community, large and

small, a group or a number of groups willing to de

vote themselves to placing the principle in practical

application. There will be no party organization to

fall back upon; and the work will need to be carried

on from year to year, incessantly and actively, by

such "good government" groups. The ballot-system

in vogue will allow no automatic continuance of an

issue; election by election a civen number of men

will need to be sufficiently interested in the idea to

fight for it and to spend money for it, or the idea

will perfeh instantly. The utmost the ballot will per

mit, will be the placing together as a unit, by due

petition, a number of nominees pledged to a single

ideal; and every election will require a new peti

tion.

But no dead issue of half a century past will keep

men in continuous power. Our Irish neighbors will

cease to vote for one party because it happened to

secure in their favor the extension of the franchise

in bygone decades; the blacks will cease to vote for

another party because it happened to secure in their

favor the extension of the franchise for motives

which no longer animate it. Both parties as such

will have gone out of existence. Yet if anything

vital be in them, it will survive; and if any new

problem split the country in twain, it will appear on

the ballots. But Its symbols will also vanish the

moment the problem is settled; no one will gain

credit for that which he has not done, and perchance

would not do if he had the opportunity.

What a splendid tr-.ining in responsibility for our

citizens! Either the majority of citizens will actively

be deciding with vehemence and intelligence the

business and elections of the country; or the coun

try will go to rack and ruin.

There is no doubt that the first of these alterna

tives will come to pass; and in accordance with the

well known truth that responsibility engenders

strength, all citizens will become better and better

qualified to investigate and conclude the details of

government. Communities will be spontaneously

alive with many groups, each seeking a particular

object, but each obtaining it only as long as it can

convince all citizens that the object is desirable.

Corruptionists will discover plaintively that It is a

trifle more difficult to bribe a whole community, re

sponsible absolutely to itself, than to bribe a few rep

resentatives of the representatives of some represen

tatives, responsible directly to no one except the

"man who made them."
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Then the time may arrive, at no very distant fu

ture, when intercommunication will be so swift, so

instantaneous, and when the mechanics for regis

tering public opinion will be so perfected, that we

shall be enabled not merely to choose our represen

tatives more directly and check them more efficient

ly, but even to dispense entirely with the legislative

branch of our governments. We shall Initiate and

promulgate our own laws; we shall regulate their ap

plication in the executive branch, and determine the

validity of the decisions rendered by the judicial

branch. Happy shall then the sovereign people be

with few laws, few rulers, few judges! And already

thepath is being blazed, and the pioneers are trudg

ing forth. The direct nominations, the Massachusetts

ballot, the referendum, the initiative, the recall, mark

their triumphant progress towards the light.

M. J. HERZBERG.

NEWS NARRATIVE

To use the reference figures of this Department for

obtaining continuous news narratives:

Observe the reference figures in any article ; tum back to the page

they indicate and find there the next preceding article, on the same

subject; observe the reference figures in that article, and turn back

as before; continue until you come to the earliest article on the sub

ject; then retrace your course through the indicated pages, reading

each article m chronological order, and you will have a continuous

news narrative of the subject from its historical beginnings to date.y

Week ending Tuesday, June 1, 1909.

The Tariff in Congress.

In its work on the tariff (p. 512) the Senate

on the 28th adopted sugar duties in accord-

ante with the plans of the sugar trust as re

ported to the Senate by (lie majority of the finance

committee under the chairmanship of Senator

Aldrich. The tobacco duties also, as reported by

the committee, were adopted on that day. Higher

duties on barley, hops and potatoes were adopted

on the 29th, when also a duty was placed on oys

ters and eels. But the duty on olives was re

duced; and a dispute arose between Senator

Hoot of New York, for lemon consumers, and Sen

ator Flint, of California, for lemon producers,

over the proposed increase of duty from 11,4 to

1 VI' cents a pound on imported lemons. The in

crease was adopted.

Illinois Senatorial Election

The Senatorial deadlock in the Illinois legisla

ture (p. 514) came to an end at the 95th ballot

on the 26th, with the election of William Lorimer,

now a Republican member of Congress from Chi

cago.

+

At the primaries last summer, the sitting Sena

tor, Albert J. Hopkins, received a majority of the

popular vote of his party, Republican. The Demo

cratic nominee at the primaries was Law

rence B. Stringer. Mr. Hopkins had led

the voting throughout the deadlock, but

fell far short of receiving full Republi

can support, his highest vote at any time being

90, and the number necessary for election being

103. Neither did the entire Democratic vote go

to Mr. Stringer. At the final ballot, some kind of

bargain having apparently been made, the vote

was as follows:

Lorimer jog

Hopkins 70

Stringer 23

The Senator-elect was born in Manchester,

England, April 27, 1861. He is the second son

of a Scotch Presbyterian clergyman who came to

Chicago in 1870. As a boy Mr. Lorimer contrib

uted to the support of his father's family bv sell

ing newspapers and blacking boots. Afterwards

he worked as a laundry delivery boy. For a while

he worked, in the packing houses, and afterwards

became a horse car conductor. He went into Re

publican politics in the early 80's, and was first

elected to Congress in 1892. He is a man of

large means, acquired as a contractor and in real

estate investments, and a thorough-going machine-

politician. In his acceptance speech Mr. Lorimer

said :

In my service in the national House of Represen

tatives, I have come to look upon the proposed deep

waterway from the Lakes to the Gulf as my mis

sion in Congress. On account of the stupendous

nature of the undertaking, it would naturally move

slowly to the point of established legislation, and

it has consequently been a source of constant con

cern to me that through the uncertainties of poli

tics, I might be deprived of a seat in Congress at a

time when my work would be of most value to this

project. For this reason, my election to the Senate,

carrying as it does a tenure of office for six years,

will allow me to devote my time and energy con

tinuously to the accomplishment of the task that I

have laid out for myself. Within the term for

which I have been elected, I hope and expect to see

a deep water way from the Lakes to the Gulf well

under way.

* •*•

Work of the Illinois Legislature.

After the Senatorial deadlock had been broken

by the election of Mr. Lorimer, the Illinois legis

lature soon came to the hour when its adjourn

ment was expected. But at dawn on Sunday

morning, the 30th, the two Houses had been un

able to agree to adjournment. They made a gen

tlemen's agreement, however, to do no business

until the 3d. Following are among the more im

portant bills thus far enacted:

A bill making it unlawful for landlords to impose

as a condition to the leasing of flats a prohibition

against children under 14 years of age or to write in

leases a provision terminating the lease if the lessee

has children under that age.

A bill fixing maximum prices for school books. This
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bill also requires school book publishers to file

sworn statements that they have not entered into a

combination with any other publisher before being

given authority to sell text books in the State. The

measure also provides that the publisher of any text

books who desires to offer his book for sale in the

schools shall file two sample copies of the book in

the office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction,

together with a list of prices and an affidavit that all

books sold in the State will correspond with the sam

ples filed with the Superintendent. It becomes the

duty of boards of education to advertise for bids and

to award the contract for furnishing books, at not

more than the maximum prices fixed by law, to the

lowest responsible bidder.

A bill providing that no woman shall be employed

in any mechanical establishment or factory or laun

dry more than ten hours in any one day, a fine of not

less than $25 nor more than $100 being fixed for vio

lation, and the department of factory inspection being

charged with enforcement of the act. It is a substan

tial copy of the Oregon law, upheld in the United

States Supreme Court.

A bill transferring title to 16.75 acres of submerged

lands on the south shore of Lake Michigan for $1,675

to the American Refining and Smelting Company on

condition that the title shall not pass until the land

has been filled in and raised above the surface of

Lake Michigan, and that not less than five acres shall

be conveyed at one time, any part of the land which

has not been filled in within fifteen years to revert

to the State.

A bill providing for the sale of 375 acres of sub

merged land to the Iroquois Steel Company for $8,-

583.

A bill providing for the sale of 375 acres of lake

front made-lands, or submerged, and to be reclaimed

by the Illinois Steel Company, and for $37,500. The

company is given fifteen years in which to reclaim

the land now submerged but included in the sale, and

Is to be given title to this land as rapidly as it can be

presented for title in five acre tracts.

A bill providing that repairs of public school build

ings shall be paid out of the building fund and not

out of the educational fund, ' thereby saving

$600,000 a year to the educational fund In

tha Chicago schools and putting that much

more money at the disposal of the Board of

Education for the payment of salaries. This

bill was promoted by the various organizations of the

teaching force of Chicago. It had originally provided

that not more than one-eighth of the educational fund

should be expended for anything but educational

salaries, but upon promise by officials of the Board of

Education regarding the maintenance of present

salaries the teachers withdrew this part of the bill.

A bill providing that it shall be the duty of every

teacher in a public school to teach the pupils honesty,

kindness, justice, and moral courage and that not less

than a half hour be used every week for such instruc

tion, which shall include the teaching of kindness to

birds and animals and the importance of the part

they fulfill in the economy of nature. It forbids ex

periments on living animals and prohibits the killing

of cats or dogs for dissection.

A bill prohibiting the taking of pictures for the

rocrues' gallery except in the case of prisoners con

victed of offenses other than misdemeanors.

A bill providing that building contractors on sky

scrapers shall put in floors every two stories up to

the top of the iron work. It requires a similar safe

guard on bascule bridges under construction.

A bill providing that if the pass book of any de

positor in a bank has not been presented for entry for

over thirty years, if the whereabouts of the depositor

be unknown and no claimant be known, the probate

court on the petition of the Attorney General, after

publication of notice to all whom it may concern,

shall find that all claimants are dead, and shall order

the deposits paid to the county treasurer. Any per

sons afterwards establishing a claim shall be paid by

the treasurer.

A bill providing for protection of workers using

dangerous machinery.

A bill authorizing an addition of $16,000,000 to the

indebtedness of Chicago, together with a bill requir

ing a referendum on all municipal bond issues.

*

Among the bills defeated or smothered were the

following:

Bills for a deep water way from the Lakes to the

Gulf.

A bill adopted by the House but rejected by the

Senate, abolishing capital punishment.

All the bills for reorganizing the government of

Chicago, which were adopted by the Chicago charter

convention (p. 515), including the bill for woman suf

frage in Chicago municipal elections.

• A bill providing for the Des Moines plan of muni

cipal government—adopted by the Senate but reject

ed by the House.

A bill prohibiting members of th.e board of review

or of the board of assessors from engaging in any

private business during their term of office, passed by

the House but rejected by the Senate.

A bill providing for a State board of osteopathy.

The Traction Question in Cleveland.

At the regular meeting of the City Council of

Cleveland on the 24th, an ordinance granting to

Herman J. Schmidt as the lowest bidder (p. 514)

a traction franchise until September, 1923, at a

straight 3-cent fare was introduced by Chairman

Koch of the street railway committee, and having

had its first reading was referred. The route pro

posed is on Payne avenue from the intersection of

the Payne and Superior avenue lines east to E.

.loth street. This proceeding is to put the city

in position to go ahead if the traction company

avoids a settlement.

+

Meanwhile Judge Tayler has volunteered in full

his views of a fair settlement on the basis "of

limiting profits to G per cent on genuine capital.

In substance they are as follows as published on

the 27th in the Cleveland Press: (1) Maximum

fare 5 cents with free transfer, seven tickets for

25 cents with 1-cent'for transfer; (2) initial

rate of fare 3 cents with 1-eent for transfer; (3)

valuation of property to be cither (a) the John-

son-Goff valuation of a year ago, or (b) an im
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partial expert valuation, with preference for the

former; (4) publicity of accounts, and in case of

failure to renew franchise after 10 years the maxi

mum fare to be charged and the surplus used to

reduce the capital stock; (5) right of city to

name a purchaser after 10 years; (6) a referen

dum on any ordinance that may be passed. My.

Andrews, the president of the traction company,

was reported on the 27th to be willing to settle

upon the terms proposed by Judge Tayler; Mayor

Johnson was absent in New York, and in response

to a telegram from the Plain Dealer, said he

would not discuss Judge Tayler's proposals until

he could do so before the Council. The directors of

the Cleveland Chamber of Commerce endorsed

Judge Tayler's views and demanded defeat of

the 3-cent fare franchise to Mr. Schmidt. In

traction circles, according to the Plain Dealer of

the 28th, Judge Tayler's views were both opposed

and approved. A meeting of the Council to con

sider the Tayler proposals was called for the 1st.

+ *

Philadelphia Strett Car Strike.

A street car strike in Philadelphia began on the

29th in consequence of the refusal of the officials

of the Philadelphia Rapid Transit Company to

receive a committee to present complaints of the

motormen and conductors. These employes had

recently been granted an increase in wages from

21 cents an hour to 22 cents, to take effect July

1, but they claim 25 cents. They also ask the

privilege of buying uniforms in the open market,

and demand recognition of their union. A nine

or ten hour day for the present "swing*' system

is also one of their demands. Less than half the

cars were in operation on the 31st, and profes

sional strike breakers had been imported from

New York and Boston through the detective agen

cies that make a business of supplying men for

this purpose. Some violence resulted on the 31st.

*

The wide possibilities of this strike are indi

cated by a statement of John J. Murphy, presi

dent of the Central Labor Union of Philadelphia,

published on the 1st. He is reported to have

said :

If the Philadelphia Rapid Transit Company does

not meet the demands of the trolley workers by

Thursday night a strike of all organized labor bodies

of Philadelphia affiliated with the Central Labor Un

ion, representing 75,000 men, will be called Friday

morning. The present strike is only a begin

ning of the fight which will be waged by organized

labor to emancipate the city of Philadelphia from

the thraldom of capitalism.

* *

Race Strike on Georgia Railroads.

A strike of railroad firemen on the Georgia

Railroad which began on the 16th and was set

tled on the 2"9th, involved the employment and

seniority recognition of Negro firemen. No other

question was at issue, and this question was not

a social one. It turned upon the fact that Negro

firemen keep white men out of jobs. By the 22d

not a wheel turned on the entire line, and the

postal service was at a standstill. The United

States Commissioner of Labor and the chairman

of the Interstate Commerce Commission went to

Georgia on the 25th to secure a settlement. At

that time the strikers had offered to fire engines

to carry mails, but only mails—neither freight nor

passengers. There was violence at Lithonia on the

28th. Ten trains carrying mails having been -sent

over the road without interference on the morn

ing of that day, although fired by Negroes, the

General Manager attempted to resume freight

traffic, but a crowd gathered and attacked the

train. Some damage was done, and the engineer

sustained personal injuries. The violence stopped

when the attempt to run trains was abandoned.

The terms of the settlement, which was effected on

the 29th, are not officially published, but are re

ported by press despatches to be as follows:

The men to return to work under conditions exist

ing at the time the strike began until final adjust

ment is made.

All Negro firemen at the terminal stations will be

dispensed with.

All discharged Brotherhood firemen will be rein

stated.

Three other points are yet to be decided, as fol

lows: (1) Whether Negro firemen shall be eliminated

from the road. (2) If not eliminated, what percent

age of Negroes there shall be. (3) Seniority of Negro

firemen over white firemen.

Negro Independence in Politics.

The second annual convention of the National

Independent Political League (formerly the Na

tional Negro American Political League) met at

Columbus, Ohio, on the 27th and remained in

session for two days. Its sessions were held in

the Dunbar theater, owned by a Negro and named

after the Negro poet Dunbar. Public meetings

were held each night, the speakers being Dr. J. A.

Robbins of Columbus, W. Monroe Trotter of Bos

ton, Francis H. Warren of Detroit, J. M. Sum

mers of Vernon, Geo. W. Johnson of Cleveland.

Gov. Harmon of Ohio, W. F. S. Cook of Mary

land, son of Capt. Cook, trusted lieutenant of

John Brown, and with him executed ; Jason

Brown, son of John Brown ; ex-Gov. Campbell of

Ohio, and T. II. A. Moore of Johnstown, Pa. The

latter read the address to the country, which had

been drafted by the following committee : Francis

II. Warren of Michigan, T. H. A. Moore of Penn

sylvania, William Monroe Trotter of Massachu

setts, J. H. Summers of Ohio, W. C. Payne of

Virginia, and W. F. S. Cook of Maryland. The

evening meeting of the 27th was in celebration
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especially of the anniversary of John Brown's exe

cution.

A full set of officers were elected, with Bishop

Alexander Walters as president ; and an address

which condemns President 1'aft for his Southern

policy, styling him the "Presidential apostle of

the disfranchisement and the color line in Execu-

tie appointments," demands of Congress reduc

tion of representation under the Fourteenth

amendment, urges that lynching he put under

Federal jurisdiction, commends Justice Harlan

and ex-Senator Foraker and the "carpet-hag"

statesmen, advocates agitation and the independ

ent organized use of the ballot by Negro Ameri

cans to stop the new slavery, and ends with an

appeal to all Americans to rise and put an end to

the color line iniquity, was adopted. The chairman

of the convention was William Monroe Trotter of

Boston, editor of the Guardian. A women's auxil

iary aid association was voted, and a bureau for

labor statistics established.

+ +

Conferenct on the Status of tht Kegro.

The national conference on the status of the

American Negro (p. 492) opened in the assembly

hall of the Charity' Organization Society on the

31st, with addresses on the relation of science and

prejudice to the general subject. The speakers

were Dr. William Hayes Ward, who presided ;

Prof. Burt G. Wilder of Cornell University, and

Profs. Livingston Ferrand, E. R. A. Seligman,

and John Dewey of Columbia. "The purpose

of this gathering," said Dr. Ward, "is that justice

be done to every man, whether he lie a Negro or

whatever his color." He demanded for the Negro

"the social, civil, and political rights which we

ourselves enjoy."' Professor Wilder, who is the

author of a "Form of Bequest of Brain," brought

from Cornell several brains, including those of

an orang-outang, an unscrupulous politician, an

illiterate colored janitor and an eminent mathmc-

tician. With these exhibits as a basis he is re

ported to have made deductions leading to the

conclusion that the "brain of the average Ameri

can Negro seems to he about two ounces lighter

than that of the average white man, and probably

there occurs more frequently than in the white

man a less development of the prefrontal lobes,"

indicating that "the whites will remain the domi

nant race." "But," he observed, "there are excep

tions to these general conditions of both kinds

and among both races."

At the afternoon session Mrs. Celia Parker

Woolley, a Unitarian minister and the founder

of the Frederick Douglass Center at Chicago, who

presided, is reported to have said that "if race

mixture, particularly the mixture of black and

white, is of such injurious effect," as is urged

by white men, we should "address our arguments

and appeals, our warnings and rebukes to the

guiltv partv—the white man of the South and of

the North." With the same allusions Mrs. Wool-

ley continued : "The attitude of the average

mind, learned or unlearned, on this phase of the

question is as shameless as it is cruel, in its open

connivance at crime and social misdoing. The

majority of people care little about race mixture

so longas it keeps itself safe from polite observa

tion under the dark cloak of illicit practices. It

is onlv when seeking to lift itself from the level

of passion and shieffJ itself in honest marriage,

graced and upheld by the moralities and amenities

of the home, that the sense of moral outrage is

aroused." In another connection she explained

that "the present greatest need of the Negro in

this country is the discriminating friendship of

the white man. The Negro suffers from a whole

sale judgment that makes no distinctions or ex

ceptions." "We are in less danger today," she con

tinued, "from the crass barbarities of the Till-

mans, the Dixons and the Vardamans. than from

the super-refined and highly intellectualized utter

ances of certain distinguished scholars."

Judge Wendell Phillips Stafford of the Su

preme Court of the District of Columbia, who

presided at the evening meeting on the 31st at

Cooper Union, is reported to have made an im

pressive plea for justice to the Negro. "It will

not do," he is quoted, "to shut our eyes to the

real causes and results of the war, especially now

when Northern influence and Southern injustice

strike hands to keep the black race in a new

bondage as helpless and hopeless as the old."

John E. Millholland, Jenkyn Lloyd Jones, Prof.

John Spencer Barrett of Smith College, and

Clarence Darrow were among the other speakers

at this meeting.

Three notable declinations to participate in this

conference were reported on the 29th. They were

from Seth Low, Francis Lynde Stetson and

Thomas Wentworth Higginson.

+ +

The British Budget.

In the British House of Commons the budget

(p. 510) is still under discussion in the prelimin

ary or resolution stage. Under the ancient rules

of procedure which prevail as to form in the

Commons, the consideration of the budget is

likely to be long drawn out. The present or reso

lutions stage is intended to secure the ex

pression of the House by resolutions, on the gen

eral principles involved. The next stage will be

the consideration of the finance bill, framed in

detail upon the general principles or instructions
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adopted in the course of considering the budget.

Discussions on this bill are in order upon its sec

ond reading. Every item now under discussion in

the budget may then be discussed again. From

second reading the finance bill will go into com

mittee of the whole, where it may be onco

more discussed in detail. The report of

the committee of the whole to the House

oj)cns further opportunity for a repetition

of the preceding discussions. And so of the third

reading. The only check upon the dilatory tactics

of the Opposition which these rules of procedure

afford, is the "closure,'' the adoption of which

has a similar effect in the House of Commons to

the adoption of the "previous question" in Ameri

can parliamentary procedure.

NEWS NOTES

—The May wheat deal (p. 514), engineered by

James A. Patten, was closed on the 29th, with a set

tlement of differences on the basis of f 1.34.

—The Secretary of War has revoked the permit to

the Chicago Dock and Canal Company (p. 5! 4) for

the erection of private piers north of the Chicago

river on Lake Michigan.

—The 121st General Assembly of the Presbyterian

Church of the United States, in session at Denver

(p. 515), adjourned on the 29th after selecting At

lantic City for the next Assembly.

—The Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition (p. 514),

was formally opened on the 1st by President Taft,

who by touching a golden key in Washington started

the machinery on the fair grounds at Seattle.

—The Lake Mohonk Conference on International

Arbitration, held from the 19th to the 21st (p. 494),

appealed to President Taft to take the initiative in

calling an international congress to work for general

disarmament.

—A call for a general strike of all the machinists

employed in the repair shops of the Baltimore and

Ohio railroad system, is reported to have been sent

out on the 31st by James O'Connell, as president of

the International Machinists' Union.

—A petition for the pardon of Magon, Villarcal and

Rivera (p. 515) was started on the 24th at a mass

meeting, at Tombstone, Arizona. The petition is

based upon the jury's recommendation of mercy and

the fact that the prisoners had been imprisoned with

out bail for nearly two years preceding their trial.

—A slight earthquake was felt between eight and

nine o'clock of the 26th, in Illinois, Wisconsin, Michi

gan, Iowa and Missouri. Reports of the shifting and

breakage of household articles, and of anxious quit

ting of homes, came from many places. At Chicago,

which seemed to be near the center of the disturbed

area, one or more chimneys were thrown down.

—The Permanent Committee of "Young Egypt

ians," organized for the purpose of obtaining an

autonomous, constitutional government for Egypt,

and located at Geneva, Switzerland, has called a

congress for next August, to be held in Geneva. The

invitations have been issued, not only to Egyptians,

but to all Europeans interested in their cause (vol.

x, p. 35).

—It appears from press reports of the 28th from

Berlin that the Liberals and the Radicals as well as

the Socialists have refused to participate further in

discussions by the finance committee of the Reich

stag. They all walked out of the committeeroom

when the Conservatives joined with the Center party

and the Poles to recommend an increase in indirect

taxation.

—The trial, at . Chicago, of Martin B. Madden,

known as "Skinny" Madden, for extorting money

from employers' for the settlement of "fake" labor

strikes (p. 209), resulted on the 29th In a compromise

verdict. Madden and his associates were convicted,

but the verdict fixed their sentence at a fine of $600

—half the amount of the extortion. The Jury was

out 45 hours.

—District Attorney Jerome, of New York, submit

ted himself to "heckling" (p. 435) before the Peo

ple's Institute in Cooper Union, on the 26th. The

points covered by his preliminary speech were his

pre-election pledges and whether he had kept them,

how he had dealt with the problem of traction trusts,

Ms conduct of the insurance cases, and his action

regarding the ice trust.

—The United Irish League, in annual conference

on the 29th, at Manchester, England, elected T. P.

O'Connor, M. P., as president. It also adopted a

resolution approving the action of the Irish National

ist party in excluding Maurice Healy, who recently

was elected member of Parliament for Cork, and

who later' was debarred from the party on a motion

made by John E. Redmond.

—On the charge of having published Leo Tol

stoy's "Thou Shalt Not Kill," and some other of his

political pamphlets, Nicolai Selden has been sen

tenced to six months' imprisonment in the fortress

prison at St. Petersburg. The magistrates refused to

prosecute Count Tolstoy, who wrote a letter to the

court declaring that Selden was a passive offender,

and inviting the prosecution of himself (p. 301).

—Count Zeppelin (p. 300) has been making new

airship records. On the 29th and 30th he guided his

dirigible balloon from Friedrichshafen to Bltterfeld,

a distance of more than 456 miles, without landings.

He immediately started on his return, and got back

to within 70 miles of Friedrichshafen, where an acci

dent terminated the journey until repairs could be

made. This gives a record of about 850 miles in 37

hours, with one stop.

—The parliamentary elections in Denmark on the

25th gave the Ministry 38 members, the Socialists

and Radicals 39, and a middle-ground party (under

former Prime Minister Christiansen) 34, with 11

doubtful. The issue was over the question of forti

fications, the Ministerial party favoring strong land

defenses, the middle party favoring moderate land

defenses, and the Socialists and Radicals standing

for complete disarmament as a step toward universal

peace.

—Tornadoes in Oklahoma on the 29th caused the

deaths of twenty-two persons, and Injured many

more. The towns of Key West and Depew were en

tirely wiped out. Northwestern North Dakota suffer
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ed from a tornado the same day, and seven persons

were killed, with many more seriously injured. A

tornado in central Texas in the early morning of the

30th, cut a path of destruction through the vil

lage of Zephyr, and killed thirty-five or forty per

sons. Nearly fifty houses were entirely demolish

ed.

—The first labor injunction issuing from the Philip

pine courts was granted on the 29th on petition of the

Manila Street Railway Company. It forbade union

mass meetings called for the 30th. The

Injunction proceedings followed, say the dis

patches, the calling off of a recent strike of the

street car employes. This led to a factional split in

the car men's union. The dominant faction, headed

by President Obrera of the Manila Labor Council,

decided to renew the strike and boycott against the

company, and a manifesto was issued declaring the

company unfair and calling the mass meetings in

question.

—Edward M. Shepard, Spencer Trask and Frank

N. Godfrey (Master of the State Grange), were

appointed by Governor Hughes, of New York, on the

29th, as commissioners to purchase for a State reser

vation the mineral springs at Saratoga. The bill,

which Governor Hughes had just signed, provides

for a bond issue of $600,000 to enable the commis

sioners to select and acquire from time to time such

properties as they deem necessary for the establish

ment of the reservation; and it empowers them to

have the «are and regulation of the properties ac

quired, to enforce measures to safeguard them, and

to secure such revenue as may be derived from con

cessions, leases, or sales of the water.

—The Imperial Steel Corporation was chartered

under the laws of Delaware on the 28th, with power

to increase its capital stock from $3,000,000 to $750,-

000,000, whereupon it was inferred as Wall street

gossip, that the independent steel companies are

about to merge. Those named in the gossip were

the Republic Iron and Steel Company, controlled by

John W. Gates; the Bethlehem Steel Corporation,

controlled by Charles M. Schwab, Andrew Carnegie,

Thomas F. Ryan and others; the Pennsylvania Steel

Company, controlled by interests in the Philadelphia

and Reading Railroad; the Lackawanna Steel Com

pany, controlled by the Vanderbilts and the New

York Central Railroad Company; the Jones & Laugh-

lin Steel Company, controlled by Pittsburg steelmak

ers; the Midvale Steel Company, controlled by Phil

adelphia capitalists, and the Sloss-Sheffield Steel and

Iron Company, controlled by Southern capitalists.

PRESS OPINIONS

The Deadly Paradox.

Voiee of the Unemployed (212 Leavenworth street,

San Francisco), March 18.—Millions of idle men, rust

ing tools, idle land, over-production of food, clothing,

shelter. Millions of women and children toiling

'midst poverty. Bring on the fool-killer. We have a

big job here.

+ +

The Protection Tariff Flimflam.

La Follette's (ind. Rep.), May 22.—In a horse trade,

even deacons and senators are fallible; and this

whole business of passing the tariff bill is one contin

ued horse trade in which the one party is a nation

with its eyes bandaged, being jockeyed by a combin

ation of traders and cheated out of its eye-teeth.

The Republican Breach of Promise.

The (New York) Journal of Commerce (ind.).

May 12.—Every day in the Senate debate Senator

Aldrich of Rhode Island makes it plainer that it has

been his determination from the first, as chairman

of the finance committee, to prevent such a revision

of the tariff as the country had been led to expect

from the pledges of the dominant party. It may be,

as he brazenly declares, that the juggling platform

of the party did not promise a reduction of duties,

but its candidate for President pledged himself t«

that policy, and the campaign for his election was

conducted on the pretense that it would be carried

out. But the Senator from Rhode Island . . .

was clearly resolved in his own mind that no such

policy should be pursued if he could prevent it. . . .

Every protectionist is warned that he must vote for

the duty on pig lead or he will "turn the industry

over to foreigners." That abominable pretense that

the industries of the country, with its natural re

sources and advantages and the intelligence and

energy of its people, cannot live and flourish unless

the people are taxed on their very livelihood to keep

off the dreadful foreigner and the products of his

labor in distant climes, is the most dastardly device

every employed to blunt the intelligence and blind

the moral sense in order to keep corruption In the as

cendant.

The Democratic Opportunity.

The' Johnstown (Pa.) Daily Democrat (dem. Dem.),

May 10.—It is the misfortune of the Democratic

party that most of its leaders are afraid of the tariff

question. Their convictions on the subject are

nebulous. Many of them are indeed tainted, with

the virus of protection. This Is notably true of half

a dozen of the southern Senators and of a larger

number of Representatives. They have shown them

selves as greedy for tariff favors for their constitu

ents as Dalzell or Lodge or Fordney. . . The

Democrats are at a disadvantage In fighting over

this question. They start in with an admission that

a tariff is necessary. Then why should It not be bo

framed as to protect American industry? Why

should it not be used as a weapon of offense and de

fease? Why should it not be levied in such fashion

as to make the foreigner pay for the privilege of

selling in our markets? The Democrats really have

no logical answer so long as they occupy the twi

light zone of so-called "tariff reform." There is no

clear principle defined by the phrase. It may mean

anything. Oftener than otherwise it means nothing.

It is employed to conceal the thought of the man

who uses it. But the logic of the Democratic posi

tion is invincible. At the very basis of Democracy

lies the fundamental principle that privilege in any

form is intolerable. . . . There was never before

such an opportunity as that now presented for the

Democratic party to declare the full measure of its

gospel on this subjeet. Never before In the history
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of this country has the sordid nature of the tariff

been so exposed as at the present moment. Never

before have so many people been able to see the

secret springs which control tariff manipulation. And

never before has public sentiment been so ripe for

the clear voice and the high purpose that the

emergency demands.

+ +

The CleTeland Traction Question.

Cleveland. Plain Dealer (ind. Dem.), May 29.—The

stanchest supporters of Mayor Johnson see in the

Tayler proposition a distinct victory for the Mayor

and the policies he has advocated since his first

election. They feel that the agreement of th« trac

tion officials to abide by this basis of settlement

leave Mr. Johnson practically triumphing after so

many vicissitudes. Under the terms of the Tayler

proposition the initial rate of fare would be 3 cents

with 1 cent for transfer, practically the result for

which Mr. Johnson so long contended. It will be

continued indefinitely unless it is shown conclusively

to be inadequate to provide satisfactory service and

the just 6 per cent, return to the traction stockhold

ers. The maximum rate of fare, beyond which the

traction company cannot go, is lower than that so

stoutly demanded by President Andrews. The pro

visions for possible city ownership, for adequate

municipal supervision and control, for the regulation

and renewal of franchises—all these are in accord

with what Mayor Johnson has sought to accomplish

during his eight years of ceaseless endeavor. The

Plain Dealer has never been among the adherents

of 3-cent fare at any sacrifice. It has held that serv

ice is of the first importance, and that low fare

should come only as a subsequent consideration. In

other words it has stood for the lowest fare com

patible with adequate accommodation of the traveling

public of the city and a just return to the owning

company. But, in the main, it has upheld Mayor

Johnson, has believed him sincere in his contest with

the old street railway company; and the Plain Dealer

now believes that Mayor Johnson, by accepting the

Tayler proposition, and allowing it to go to an im

mediate referendum vote, will have won the most

signal victory of his career.

+ +

One Law for the Poor, Another for the Rich.

The Cleveland Press (ind.), May 27.—A struggle

is in process on the great Lakes that is entitled to

the attention of thoughtful people in every part of

the country. The Lake Carriers association has de

clared for an "open shop;" that is, it and its mem

bers decline to deal with any labor organization,

and insist that they shall maKe their contracts for

employment with each Individual employe. On the

part of the vessel owners, individual ownership has

been almost eliminated and each fleet represents a

powerful organization. But the vessel owners were

not content with thus strengthening their side, but

all these powerful separate organizations have been

brought into one single organization known as the

Lake Carriers association. Yet this Lake Carriers

association and its members refuse to recognise any

organization among their employes. Thus, while the

vessel owners have gone on consolidating and com

bining until they have periected an all-powerful ,*"*

ganization, they will not permit their employes even

in separate groups (such as engineers, firemen, etc.)

to have any organization or union, but insist that

they will deal with each employe separately. . .

The Lake Carriers association represents the maxi

mum of organization on the part of capital, denying

to the employe, who most needs organization, the

right to organize at all. Can anything more unfair

be imagined? The term "open shop" is a catching

phrase and deludes many. It really means that those

most entitled to organization are denied it, and those

least needing organization are permitted to carry it

to the utmost extreme of power. If the Sherman

anti-trust law were enforced as vigorously against

capitalistic organizations at it has been recently

against labor organizations, many capitalistic organ

izations, such as the Lake Carriers association, would

cease to exist.

+ +

For the Prince of Peace.

The (Chippewa Falls, Wis.) Catholic Sentinel (re

ligious), May 20.—The future historian of the first

decade of the twentieth century will be puzzled.

He will find that the world at the opening of the

century was in an extraordinarily belligerent

mood, and that the mood was well nigh universal,

dominating the New World as well as the Old, the

Orient no less than the Occident. . . . Alongside

of this fact he will find another fact no less conspic

uous and universal, that everybody of importance in

the early years of the twentieth century was an

ardent champion of peace. ... A crowd of royal

peace makers In a world surcharged with thoughts

and threats of war, a band of lovers strolling down

an avenue which they themselves had lined with

lyddite shells and twelve-inch guns, this will cause

our historian to rub his eyes. . . . His perplexity-

will become no less when he considers the incon

trovertible proofs that never since time began were

the masses of men so peaceably inclined as in just

this turbulent and war rumor tormented twentieth

century. He will find that science and commerce

and religion had co-operated in bringing the na

tions together, that the wage earners in all the

European countries had begun to speak of one an

other as brothers, and that the growing spirit of

fraternity and co-operation had expressed itself in

such organizations as the Interparliamentary

Union. ... It will seem inexplicable to our

historian that when peace and arbitration and con

ciliation societies were multiplying in every laud,

and when men seemed to hate war with an abhor

rence never known in any preceding era, there

should be a deluge of war talk flowing like an infer

nal tide across the world.

+ +

The Land Taxation Movement in the British Parliament.

The Topeka (Kan.) Daily Capital (Rep.), May 19.—

England is naturally stirred "to its foundations" by

the proposed government budget, which introduces

the wedge of Henry George's single tax into its fiscal

system. ... By the provisions of the proposed bud

get, the land of Eneland is to be appraised at its

present selling vain*, i.^eafter it is to pay a tax of

20 per cent of the increase in its value as shown by

Appraisement or sales. . . . This tax itself is not a

r-
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severe burden, as we would regard it, but it is the

principle threatening continual broadening until the

eventual absorption by the state of the full land value

increment that excites English landholders. This en

tering wedge is not the only feature of the budget that

alarms the landholding class. There is a further

provision that land not used to the best advantage

shall pay one-fifth of 1 per cent, of its actual worth.

. . . Heretofore idle land has been untaxed, but

hereafter if the budget should carry, the privilege of

holding land out of use is to be taxed.

Moody's Magazine (financial), May.—The remark

able change in public sentiment on the question of

fiscal reform which manifested itself in the tremend

ous overthrow of the Unionist party four years ago

has a peculiar interest to Americans. . . The

modern problems in all civilized countries are essen

tially alike—they are all based on economic grounds.

The development of the material civilization of the

last hundred years is bringing into the forefront in

every civilized land in the world today,

issues of world-wide interest, the far-reach

ing importance and significance of which

causes the petty questions of princely pow

er and the narrow religious issues, over the solution

of which millions of human beings lost their lives in

the last three hundred years, to pale into insignifi

cance. The economic problem of the time, that

which it is destined that the twentieth century shall

grapple with, and, if possible, solve, is the thing

which causes men in America to watch closely the

overturn of parties in England, the ebb and flow of

the Socialist movement in Germany, and the rise of

the Radicals in France. . . . The poverty of the

English masses is the keynote to the reforms pro

posed by Bannerman, by Asquith and by Lloyd-

George, and the similar poverty of a large and not

lessening mass of people in this country of far great

er opportunity is the only keynote to the programs of

reform proposed in many quarters here. .

The poverty of Manchester, of Glasgow and of Lon

don has not been alleviated appreciably by municipal

ownership, by public works, or by semi-socialistic

proposals. The Liberal party has, It Is true, advo

cated these things, but the key to its position at the

present time and to the bitter antagonism it is re

ceiving from the Opposition, and particularly from

the House of Lords, seems to consist in its definite

advocacy of a heavier tax on the vast landed estates

of the country. . . . The proposals of Lloyd-

George in his report a few days ago were based large

ly on this plan. While other plans for the raising

of revenue were also proposed and some of them

were of a new and radical nature, this feature of his

program is the one which is raising the chief storm

of protest from the Opposition and from the nobility.

How far the Lords will acquiesce in a program of

this kind is an unknown quantity; but certainly de

termined opposition will be met from that quarter.

Having for centuries enjoyed possession of these

vast estates, with little or no burden of taxation,

the upper house will fight this opening wedge of

fundamental reform to the last ditch. The fight will

be of intense interest to a large portion of the Amer

ican people.

Henry Georgism and the Fels Promotion.

The Des Moines Register and Leader (Rep.), May

20.—If issues have a ten years' periodicity with panics

and sun spots, the revival of the Henry George sin

gle tax should have been looked for at about this

time. It is to Mr. Pels that the finger of fate has

pointed, and he has responded—a respectable citizen

of staid old Philadelphia, who seems to have consid

erable sagacity in the matter of stirring up agitation.

Mr. Fels has recently outlined his plans in a London

interview. . . . There is something about this plan

that suggests a compatriot of the canny Andrew Car

negie. For Mr. Fels has made the Carnegie discovery

that there is nothing like getting people to spend

their own money if real interest in the enterprise is

to be developed. If the United States, Canada, Eng

land and the long list of others can be persuaded—

and the prospect of getting Mr. Fels' money Is a

tempting bait—if they can be persuaded to invest in

a revival of Henry Georgeism, it goes without saying

that within the coming twelve-month the debate will

be on in' all its original vigor.

The Washington (D. C.) Times (ind. Rep.).—There

is no propaganda in progressive economies which

has commanded such devoted and unswerving loy

alty of so intellectual a force of supporters as the

single tax. Year by year, in season and out, the fol

lowers of Henry George have preached and worked

and pressed their case. They have made it distinct

ly an intellectual cult. In contradistinction to the

socialistic movement, it has aimed to start at the top

and pull the masses of people up to its ideal, rather

than to start at the bottom and raise them from un

derneath. It has captured first the intellectuals; and

to-day it has them, in startling numbers, in every

country. Japan is full of them; Australia and New

Zealand are ruled by them. Great Britain's govern

ment has adopted the first step in their program by

voting to impose a heavy tax on the unearned incre

ment in real estate; and the German government Is

moving in the same direction, as a result of the

success of the experiment in many cities of the Em

pire. The single tax, in short, has passed out of the

realm of intellectual speculation and into the do

main of politics and administration. It is getting its

test. If Henry George had not been called from his

work at the moment he was, he might have been

elected mayor of New York; he certainly would

have been made, even in defeat, a powerful force in

that city's thought and life and politics. Had he

lived, the single tax would not be so far behind in

this country. But it is gaining ground once more,

it is announced that a millionaire Philadelphia man

ufacturer who has been devoted to the cause for

many years, has offered $500,000 for the conduct of a

great educational campaign in this country and

Great Britain, on condition of the single-taxers rais

ing a like amount; the total fund to be divided equal

ly between the two countries. This means a vigor

ous effort to popularize the movement; to carry it

down to the people. It will command attention, if

such a campaign shall be made, such as has never

before been given it in this country. Conservatives

who have a vague and entirely mistaken notion of

what it's all about will do well to inform themselves,
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for they will have some very hard propositions to

answer, and will need to start with a pretty intelli

gent notion of what they are going to talk about.

RELATED THINGS

CONTRIBUTIONS AND REPRINT

DESPOILED.

For The Public.

If I could read my title clear, among the wolves that

yelp.

To just the fullness of my day, without a statesman's

help,

I'd gladly pay what taxes a simple state might

need,

Its honors well to shelter, its comfort well to

feed.

Nor would I for my portion a vast domain demand.

Of either sky or water, or wide, unpeopled land.

A cottage on a hillside, a garden and a spring,

With many birds of welcome words, would be about

the thing.

But all my days are deeded to men of many tees,

Who, of my loving labor, build their unlovely ease.

And all my nights are mortgaged in dark, unhappy

ways,

To those who drive my drudging thro all my deeded

days.

They taught me in the little school, whose memories

are dear,

To love the institutions I've lately come to fear,

For, said the teacher, guilelessly, "Our native land is

free,

And all our duty is to serve its progress loyally."

But service is a stupid thing if service shall but

gain

From sore and shameful servitude but courage to

complain.

And if our famed "equality" one pocket fatly fills,

And leaves a million empty, a nation's honor spills.

They give us law for logic, made up of bonds and

bribes,

The kind some sleek attorney as "right divine"

describes.

But when our hunger happens its prior right to

claim,

They measure out. for trimmings, a year of ironed

shame. ,

There isn't much to trouble an opportunist now.

They've got the land allotted, and won't an inch

allow,

But if you want a mortgage—to exercise your wit,

And busy you, at cent-per-cent,—they'll gladly part

with it.

If I could read my title, in all the din and dust,

I wouldn't want their millions, with human blood

arust ;

Nor palaces, nor plunder, nor perquisites of pride,

With all the things of manhood abandoned and

denied.

But what I seek forever, is, where the truth is

kept,

For all its holy guardians at lying are adept.

It isn't legislated in any halls of state,

And as for honest voting—who pays the highest

freight?

If I could read my title—what is a title, pray?

Why, Fellow, they are holding it, and you're the

stuff they weigh.

A vineyard on the hillside, a sungleam in the

spring—

Well, if you're nojt tight-muzzled, they're just a song

to sing.

GEORGE E. BOWEN.

*4* *i? *1*

RICH MEN AND CHRISTIAN

JUSTICE.

From a Lecture on "The Problem of the Unemployed,"

Delivered Recently at Waco, Texas, Under the

Auspices of the Carnegie Library Associa

tion of That Place, by Henry F.

Ring, of Houston, Texas.

I recollect reading in the newspapers twenty

years ago of a great boom in the vicinity of Bir

mingham, Alabama. We were exultingly told that

the lands containing the coal beds and mineral

deposits in northern Alabama had gone un in

value from $1,000,000 to $50,000,000 in the space

of six years. What did that signify? It meant

that when capital and labor should attempt to

utilize these coal beds and mineral deposits, when

capital and labor should unite together, the one

to furnish the tools, the other the labor with which

to produce wealth from this raw material, then

would a set of landlords step forward and block

the enterprise with a demand of $50,000,000 for

the mere right of access to these free gifts of

nature, or in lieu of it the payment of $3,000,000

a year as tribute money, that being the interest

of" $50,000,000 at six per cent. There lay the

coal bods and mineral deposits untouched by man,

fresh from the hands of the Creator, intended by

Him, if lie be the just and benevolent being

whom we are taught to worship, for the equal use

and enjoyment of all His children, and yet our

laws say that capital and labor must pay a few

forestalled $3,000,000 a year for the privilege

of applying to this land the hand of industry.

Labor's Scant Share.

And after such tribute money has been paid,

how much will there be left for the wages of la

bor? The answer is: Just as little as labor can

subsist upon, except as it is able to sustain wagae

by labor union combinations. Why? Because this

monopolization of unused gifts of nature going

on not only in northern Alabama but everywhere

else,, enables capital to drive a hard bargain with
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labor. For this reason, and this reason alone, they

cannot deal with each other on equal vantage

grounds. We have seen that this would not be

the case, however, but for the price everywhere

demanded for valuable unused land. Xow, let us

go back for a moment to that partnership between

land, labor and capital, to which I have called at

tention. For illustration, suppose the wealth

produced by the partnership be created by the ap

plication of capital and labor to those coal beds

and mineral deposits in northern Alabama, valued

as we have seen at $50,000,000. In the division of

wealth produced we have shown how, say, six per

cent of this $50,000,000, or $3,000,000, must go

to land as economic rent. Or, in other words,

$3,000,000 a year must be paid to land owners

directly as rent or accounted for as interest on

purchase money for the bare privilege of utilizing

these gifts of nature. Now, in the division of the

wealth produced why is labor entitled to any por

tion of it? Clearly because labor's industry has

contributed to its production. Why is capital en

titled to any part of it ? Because capital has fur

nished labor with tools with which to develop the

mineral deposits. The capitalist who owns the

tools can trace his title back to the creator of

them, to some individual or set of individuals

whose industry produced them and from whom he

had purchased them. The title, then, of both

labor and capital to a portion of the wealth pro

duced from these mineral deposits originates in

human industry, and it is a sacred title. Why

should the land owner get any portion of this

wealth, to produce which capital has supplied the

tools and labor has done the work? This owner

claims the right of making capital and labor pay

him interest on $50,000,000, or $3,000,000 a

year, for the mere privilege of access to this raw

coal and raw ore. Ought we not to scrutinize

most carefully his right to extort this immense

tribute? And if he can sliojv no natural or moral

right to it, docs not society countenance the rob

bery 6f labor in permitting him to do so ? Where

does his title originate? We find that six or

seven years before, he paid some one who claimed

to own the land in which these mineral deposits

are found, $1,000,000 for the raw natural element

for which he now demands $50,000,000. Was

this additional value of $49,000,000 in six years

produced by his industry? Was it produced by

the industry of any previous owner of those nat

ural elements? Did it cost $49,000,000 to dis

cover these mineral deposits? We trace his title

back a little further, and find that perhaps a hun

dred years ago it originated in a grant to John

Jones from the government—that is to say, the

people who inhabited this country a hundred years

ago and who constituted the government, said :

"We will divide the land and we will give John

Jones this particular tract for his private prop

erty." But did those people create that land and

the coal and iron in it? Can it be shown that

they had anybetter right to it from the Almighty

Creator than the people of this generation have?

Was the earth intended by the Heavenly Father

for one generation to dispose of forever, or as an

abiding place for all generations? Was Thomas

Jefferson right or wrong when he wrote: "The

earth belongs in usufruct to the living; the dead

have no right or power over it." By what author

ity could people living here a hundred years ago,

long since dead and gone, confer upon John Jones,

also dead and gone, a right which would enable

John Smith to-day, by tracing a paper chain of

title from him, to extort from capital and labor a

tribute of three million dollars a year for the

bare privilege of getting to that coal and iron,

and making it useful to mankind? Who dares

blaspheme the name of the Almighty Ruler of the

Universe by saying that that coal and iron were

not intended by Him for the equal use and enjoy

ment of all His children—the humblest babe born

to-day in a garret equally with the child of the

proudest duke who ever lived?

Man is a Land Animal.

Is not man a land animal? Can he live with

out land? Can he any more rightfully be de

prived of access to land than he can rightfully be

deprived of life itself? Can he any more right

fully be compelled to yield up to a forestalled a

so-called owner of land, a portion of the fruit of

his industry for the mere privilege of getting hold

of the raw material elements than he can right

fully be compelled as a slave to yield it up to a

master? To compel him to do so in one case is

as much a robbery of labor as in the other. Why

then is not the humblest babe that God sends into

this world naturally and by inalienable right en

titled to access to land on equal terms with all his

fellow beings? Mind, when I say access to land,

I do not include access to improvements on land,

or access to anything produced by human indus

try, a title to which can be shown originating in

human toil; I simply mean access upon equal

terms to the free bounties of nature as they lie

upon the kind bosom of mother earth, untouched

and undisturbed by the hand of man. What I

produce by my industry is mine. What I obtain

by exchanging the products of my industry or the

products of another's industry is mine. What my

father or my grandfather produced by his industry

was his, and if he has given it to me, it is mine.

In all these cases, human industry is the origin of

property right, and property rights originating in

human industry must be held sacred, else there

would be no incentive to human effort. Do not

the values produced by the individual belong to

the individual producing them? Do not the values

produced by the community belong to the com

munity producing them? Is there anything

wrong, immoral or communistic in this idea?
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And yet it is the sum and substance of the Henry

George philosophy.

The Remedy.

How shall this derangement of the wheels of

industry, this blackmail upon enterprise, this rob

bery of labor, this eager and fatal competition

among laborers for employment, this slavish fear

of the loss of employment in the midst of abun

dant unused opportunities for employment—how

shall this curse which our present land system

has fastened upon the productive industries of the

world be removed? 1 reply: By doing justice,

by being honest; by recognizing in our laws on«

of the inalienable rights of man; by recognizing

in every human being, in every generation, the

present as well as the past, the inalienable right

of access to the bounties of nature on equal terms

with every other human being. How shall this

right of access on equal terms be secured? Sim

ply by making every individual who claims a right

of exclusive possession of a tract of land, pay in

the form of a tax approximately what the use of

that land is worth, exclusive of all improvements

on it or anything done to it by the hand of man.

This is the Single Tax applied to its fullest ex

tent.

Its Practical Application.

I have not the time to go into the details of its

practical application. Its complete realization

will not come suddenly or by revolutionary meth

ods; it will be approached gradually, even as it is

it is now being approached in the German Em

pire, in Denmark, in Alberta, and in some of the

Australian colonies. It involves no change in the

tenure of land, and land will continue to be bought

and sold as at present. Not one land owner in five

would suffer the slightest pecuniary loss if the sys

tem were suddenly adopted to-day. His loss in one

direction would be more than offset by gains in

other directions. Yet it will probably be reached

by degrees. As people become more enlightened,

laws imposing taxes on the products of industry

and which fine men for giving employment to la

bor, will be gradually repealed, and taxes levied on

land values will be gradually increased. Thus the

entire unearned increment produced by the public

will finally be turned into the treasury of the pub

lic. Three-fourths of the working farmers in c

country like ours where there would be so much

unused or but partially used land, would pay no

taxes at all, either direct or indirect. This would

be so because the lands occupied by them would

have little or no economic rental value. The de

ficiency would be made up by the increased tax

on mineral deposits and on land in great centers

of population where it now sometimes sells at the

rate of $15,000,000 an acre, exclusive of the im

provements upon it. The land values of Greater

New York alone exceed the land values of all the

land in actual cultivation west of the Mississippi

River. There are no sky-scrapers in the neighbor

hood of Wall Street as valuable as the ground on

which they stand. The building of storehouses,

residences, tenements and office buildings would be

encouraged, and rents would therefore fall. The

investment of capital in manufacturing enter

prises would be stimulated because capital then

could only be profitably invested in the products

of labor or in the employment of labor. It could

no longer be used for the purpose of blackmailing

labor as in the purchase for investment or specu

lative purposes of unused or but partially used

land. The machinery for collecting taxes, now so

cumbersome, would be greatly simplified, and the

cost reduced. The demand for labor would be

enormously increased, and wages would steadily

advance. What I have said in this brief summary

is true. Investigation and reflection will satisfy

you on this point.

Is It Right ?

And now, in conclusion, the thought occurs to

us: What about the pecuniary loss which we ad

mit that perhaps one land owner in five must

sustain when the fundamental human right to

which I have called attention is finally recognized

in our Constitution and laws? Can society right

fully thus sacrifice the interests of the few for

■.he "benefit of the many, even though none or

hardly any of the few be actually impoverished

thereby? I will ask you a question in reply: Can

the few rightfully permit personal interest found

ed on a public wrong to stand in the way of pub

lic good? I say, No. And I further say that

many if not the great majority of these wealthy

few will some, day gladly submit to the sacrifice.

Not in our day, perhaps not in our children's day,

but some day.

The Rich Man's Heart.

* Nothing so stirs the human heart, changing the

interest and objects of a man's life, bringing joy

to his soul and inclining him to yield obedience

to the best impulses of his being, as the clear

perception of a great moral truth which he had

before overlooked. And men of wealth and

power, regardless of personal pecuniary interest,

as well as men in the humbler walks of life, are

ever being thus impressed and thus affected by

the truth which I have tried to explain. A nota

ble example in point is that of Mr. Joseph Eels

of England, the Fels-Naptha soap man, a name

known to every housewife. He recently pledged

$250,000 for the advancement of the Henry George

cause in England and in America. And this is

but a portion of the benefactions along the same

line which he has made and contemplates mak

ing. But better than that, he is devoting to the

cause the energies of a life still full of strength

and vigor. He might, as many in his situation

do, steel his heart to the needless poverty on

every hand and the suffering and sin which flow

from it, give the remnant of his years to the pil
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ing up of more wealth, and then lie down and die

with a little narrow soul never broadened and

made great by earnest love for fellow-man. He

might try to drive away ennui with golf, with

listless globe-trotting journeys, or rounds of aim

less social dissipations or childish displays of os

tentatious wealth. No, he is playing a nobler

game, and a far more interesting one. The ap

peal of the helpless, the miserably poor, the child

wearing its life away amid the clang of looms or

in the dungeon darkness of the mine, has reached

his ears. Life has greater interests to him and

deeper happiness and deeper joy than the pursuit

of selfish ends and pleasures can ever bring.

And such lives, such consecrations of wealth and

energy to humanity's cause, will become less and

loss exceptional as the years go by.

The Single Tax Christianity.

Nineteen hundred years ago there came into

the world a Power stronger than all our laws,

which with irresistible force is changing the

hearts of men, and inclining more and more of

them to act justly and love righteousness. In

His day, chattel slavery was universal. Though

no word of condemnation fell from His divine

lips, it could not survive the force of His gentle

teachings, and it passed away forever. His priests

and ministers may not expound the single tax or

socialism or any specific economic reform, but

with more and more insistence they are ever pro

claiming a truth, which when once firmly lodged

in the minds and hearts of their hearers, will as

surely cause the overthrow of industrial slavery

as it caused the overthrow of chattel slavery. For

Christ said : And the second law "is like unto it :

Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself." And

in the only prayer He taught us, these words were

used: "Thy Kingdom come * * on earth as

it is in Heaven." Whose kingdom? God's king

dom. Can you conceive of God's kingdom being

upon earth when a portion of His children arc

allowed to comer his gifts and extort blackmail

from their brothers and sisters for the bare privi

lege of using the bounties of earth? The thought

is abhorrent to an enlightened sense of the father

hood of God and the brotherhood of man.

One who arose from the dead has taught us the

true source of happiness here and hereafter; and

year by year, despite all surface indications to the

contrary, mankind in ever increasing numbers are

realizing the force and truth of His teachings.

We do not obtain permanent happiness by seeking

for it ; we do not find it in material success or

material things. The peace which passeth all un

derstanding comes only with that renunciation of

self which Christ demanded of all His followers.

He tolnnites no half way service. He taught us

that the best life and the noblest of all is one

which has love for its mainspring, in which love

for God is expressed in love for man—not in

empty words of prayer and praise, but in a burn

ing zeal to help and serve our fellow-men; and in

the bottom of our hearts we know that this is true.

In the light of His words, how empty and pitiful

do the lives of the Caesars and Napoleons, the

kings and emperors, the great financiers and

statesmen, who live for self-aggrandizement alone,

seem in comparison. If we were great enough to

grasp the true proportion of things, we would

only pity such as they. Overlooking real pearls

and diamonds and suppressing the noblest im

pulses, they intrigue and hate and rage and fight

in a scramble for bits of colored glass, mere bau

bles, unsatisfactory if attained, and which in the

presence of death vanish into nothingness. The

world is growing wiser. The spirit of the gentle

Xazarene is speaking louder and louder. To that

spirit, to the real spirit of Christianity, in calm

ness and confidence wc appeal, knowing that its

triumph will be our triumph.

BOOKS

Note.—In reviewing Prof. Munro's work on "The

Government of Cities" (p. 476), published by the Mac-

millan's, we unintentionally conveyed the impression,

by an awkward form of statement, that a manufac

turing defect in the one copy of the book before us

runs through the entire edition, thereby rendering

the index, to a great degree, valueless. This criti

cism probably applies to no other copy.

DATA FOR INVESTORS AND

SOCIAL STUDENTS.

Moody's Analyses of Railroad Investments. Contain

ing in Detailed Form an Expert Comparative An

alysis of each of the Railroad Systems of the

United States, with Careful Deductions, enabling

the Banker and Investor to Ascertain the True

Values of Securities by a Method Based on Scienti

fic Principles Properly Applied to Facts. By John

Moody. First Annual Number. 1909. Published

by Analyses Publishing Co., 35 Nassau Street, New

York, and Fred C. Mathieson & Sons, 16 Copthall

Ave., E. C, London. Price $12 net.

The scope and importance of this book are im

pressively indicated in the preface, which de

scribes the railroads of the United States as em

bracing about 230,000 miles of main-line track

age, as representing over $16,000,000,000 of in

vested capital, as giving employment directly to

nearly 1,700,000 persons and indirectly to 500,-

000 more, as transporting about 1,000,000,000 pas

sengers and nearly 2,000,000,000 tons of freight

annuallv, and as receiving for services upward of

$2,500,000,000 annually, of which $800,000,000

is distributed as "profit" in the form of interest

and dividends. Inasmuch as this vast industrial

network, though owned by a large number of in

dividuals (from one to two millions), is controlled
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by small groups of capitalists, this Analyses is

compiled to furnish the average holder of rail

road stocks and bonds with proper facilities for

ascertaining the real values of his investment. The

starting point is the fact that the value of rail

road property depends upon its being "essentially

property in motion." The next consideration is

the geographical location of the road with refer

ence to industrial development due to increasing

population. Then come questions of equipment,

management and income. A large part of the vol

ume is devoted to an elaboration and to con

crete illustrations of these principles of an

alysis; the remainder to a detailed exposi

tion of all the railroad systems as investing

opportunities. The book is evidently as valuable

in many respects for reference and study; to stu

dents of the political and social problems that are

affected by railroad development, as it is to the

capitalist, little or big, who is or wants to be an

investor in railroad securities.

THE SOCIAL MIND.

Psychological Interpretations of Society. By Michael

M. Davis, Jr., Ph. D. Published for Columbia Uni

versity by Longmans, Green and Co., New York,

and P. S. King & Son, London.

A scholastic thesis on the relation of the indi

vidual mind to the social mind, in which the

work of Gabriel Tarde, as "the premier psycho

logical sociologist," is conspicuous. The ignor

ing, in a discussion like this, of the Sweden-

borgian social philosophy, is an example of the

penalty it pays for having been taken up as an

ecclesiastical cult. Almost every college-library

author who has had anything to say on social

consciousness is quoted here, while Swedenborg*s

pioneer principle of the "greater man" is passed

by unperceived. Through the narrow limitation,

by scholastic authority, of Henry George's works to

a particular social reform, his explanation of the

social organism as originating in and dependent

upon industrial specialization and exchange, suf

fers a similar fate. The essay affords, however,

a comprehensive view of present day scholastic

science in social psychology. The difference

between progress through natural selection

as in irrational animals, and through im

itation as with rational animals, is explain

ed in a chapter on the scope and nature

of imitation, from which we make these sugges

tive extracts: "The development and specializa

tion of instincts through the selective action of the

environment, in the first place, can readily orig

inate animal co-operation. Those individuals

whose instincts (which are variable, like physical

structure) tend toward co-operation, will be bene

fited, and will be likely to survive and to transmit

such instincts" ; and where, in the second place,

'intelligence can be demonstrated,' the animal is

able to profit by its own experience." But "in

neither case can an animal profit directly by the

experience of another" ; whereas, where ideas can

be acquired, and ideational imitation exists,"

which is probably in ho species but the human.

"the skill and experience of one individual is at

once at the service of others to copy," and "prog

ress can take place within a generation without

waiting for the slow process of selection through

many generations."

BOOKS RECEIVED

—Ezekiel. By Lucy Pratt. Published by Doubla-

day, Page & Co., New York, 1909.

—Essays and Addresses. By Edwin Burritt Smith.

Published by A. C. McClurg & Co., Chicago. 1909.

—Choosing a Vocation. By Frank Parsons. Pub

lished by Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston & New York.

1909. Price, $1.00 net.

—The People at Play. By Rollin Lynde Hartt.

Published by Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston & New

York. 1909. Price, $1.50 net.

—The New Ethics. By J. Howard Moore. Revised

Edition. Published by Samuel A. Bloch, the Book

man. Chicago. 1909. Price $1.00 net.

—The World's Triumph. A Play. By Louis .lames

Block. Published by J. B. Llppincott Co., Philadel

phia and New York. 1909. Price $1.25 net.

—Protection Favors to Foreigners. By James G.

Parsons, Secretary of the Tariff Reform Committee.

Published by the Reform Club, 42 Broadway, New

York City.

—Product and Climax. By Simon Nelson Pat

ten. The Art of Life Series, edited by Edward How

ard Griggs. Published by B. W. Huebsch, New

York. 1909. Price, 50 cents net.

—The Unseen Dangers Behind Humanity, or The

Real Causes Why the Jew is Hated the World Over.

By Joseph S. Shatzke. Published by the New Hu

manity Publishing Society, 1746 Geneva Ave., Aurora,

Colo. 1909. Price, $2.50.

—Psychological Interpretations of Society. Studies

in History, Economics and Public Law, Volume

XXXIII, Number 2. By Michael J. Davis, Jr. Pub

lished by Columbia University, New York. 1909. Long

mans, Greene & Co., Agents.

PAMPHLETS

The Valuation of Land.

One of the publications which the agitation over

the British budget has brought out, is tke "Observa

tions on the Taxation of Land Values from a Valuer's

Point of View," by Adrian Lumley, which may be had

through the United League for the Taxation of Land

Values (376 Strand, W. C.) London, for 6 pence net.

As Mr. Lumley is a member of a prominent real

estate firm of London, his observation on land valu

ation, including as they do an observation to the ef
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feet that the taxation of land values would be just,

are naturally of peculiar Interest.

Taxation.

The International Tax Association (Columbus,

Ohio) puts out a pamphlet publication of the paper of

Charles J. Bullock, professor of economics at Har

vard, on "The General Property Tax in the United

States," which appeared in the Boston Transcript last

winter. Opening with a brief history of the general

property tax, this pamphlet considers its application

to real estate and to tangible and Intangible per

sonal property, and suggests certain Constitutional

changes, chiefly with reference to the necessity

for reasonable classifications of taxable property.

personally as well as politically, it is reasonable to

suppose that real believers In the "square deal" will

wish to compare Mr. Debs's reply with Mr. Roose

velt's strictures.

Hampton's Magazine (New York) is a new comer

which is proving its right to have come. In its pur

pose it is serious, and in its matter interesting. Even

to the stories there is a new and attractive flavor.

Among its contributions of permanent value as well

as passing interest, is a series beginning in the April

number on "The Heart of the Railroad Problem," in

which Charles Edward Russell tells in spectacular

detail the true story of the rise to power of some of

the great robber barons of the rail.

Public Service Franchises.

The. exposition of the "indeterminate franchise,"

advocated by Milo R. Maltbie, one of the public serv

ice commissioners of New York, in a report now pub

lished in pamphlet form by the Commission (154 Nas

sau Street, New York), considers the indeterminate

franchise in contrast with short-term and long-term

franchises, and finds it to possess the desirable quali

ties of both. Somewhat unfortunately, the Chicago

franchises fall into the category of the "indetermi

nate"; yet that is where they belong on general prin

ciple, although they are exceedingly defective in de

tail. The indeterminate franchise is especially cred

ited by Mr. Maltbie with putting a premium upon

good service. It is "a franchise which may be termi

nated," he says, "by the proper authorities at any

time upon the payment of a fair compensation for

the value of property thus taken, exclusive of fran

chise."

PERIODICALS

Another scholarly discussion of freedom of speech

and the press from the pen of Theodore Schroeder

appears in the Central Law Journal (St. Louis) for

March 26.

+

Woman and child wage-earners in Great Britain Is

the principal subject of the Bulletin of the Bureau of

Labcr (Washington) for January, the text being by

Victor S. Clark.

*

"TAe Great Fear," by James Oppenheim, which

may be read in the American Magazine for June, is as

fine a specimen of the artistic short story as has

seen the light in many a day.

To those admirers of ex-President Roosevelt who

have read his ignorant and brutal excoriation of So

cialists in The Outlook (p. 316) we commend the reply

•f Eugene V. Debs in No. 700 of the Appeal to Reason

(Girard, Kan.), which, while it is in some respects in

the Rooseveltian spirit, and for that reason may be

objectionable to Mr. Roosevelt's admirers, goes

straight to the point of his particular criticisms and

answers them seriatim. Inasmuch as Mr. Debs was

one of the socialists at whom Mr. Roosevelt struck

A concise and comprehensive story of the causes

leading to the "socialistic" legislation in Oregon for

a State-built, State-owned and State-operated rail

road appears in the May number of the Pacific Month

ly (Portland), under the title oi "Oregon and the

Harriman Fence," wherein Randall R. Howard shows

that the rail service which Harriman prevents and

this legislation, if adopted by the people at the No

vember elections of 1910, will supply, would open 33,-

000,000 acres of land now sparsely populated, and add

at least ten dollars an acre to its value.

MeClure's for June publishes a special article by

President Taft on his labor-injunction record and ita

influence in the Presidential campaign. He makes the

interesting confession that one of the chief argn-

ments in his "favor with the wage earners in this

campaign was the fear" of hard times;, but he does

not mention, perhaps he doesn't know it, or may be it

wasn't true, that this fear was engendered by pluto

cratic employers with orders for goods, dependent

upon Mr. Taft's election—orders that were not made

good, as many of them were never intended to be.

The socialistic concept of a class struggle between

the propertied and the propertyless Is considered in

a fair spirit and convincingly in an article in the

May issue of the Quarterly Journal of Economics

(Harvard University), by John Martin of Stapleton,

L. I., a socialist who doubts the fruitfulness of "sep

aratist political action" for socialism in the United

States. Recognizing the fact that there is no division

here "into goats and sheep, with the sheep on the

right hand of Karl Marx and the goats on the left,"

Mr. Martin concludes that "the doctrine of the class

war is untrue to many of the facts," and that, "if it

were true, it would be irrelevant to the main issue

which socialists raise, the establishment of a co-

perative commonwealth." He Is of the wise opinion,

moreover, that insistence upon the class-war doctrine,

"distracts attention from the only method of social

reconstruction possible," while it raises "hopes of a

furious transformation which in the nature of the

case cannot be fulfilled."

Mr. Morse having bought a new bicycle of the

most improved pattern, presented his old one to
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Dennis Halloran, who did errands and odd jobs for

the neighborhood. "You'll find the wheel useful

when you're in a hurry, Dennis," he said.

The young Irishman was loud in his thanks, but

regarded the wheel doubtfully.

"I mistrust 'twill be a long while befoor I can

ride it," he said.

"Why, have you ever tried?" asked Mr. Morse.

"I have," said Dennis, gloomily. "A friend lint me

the loan o' his whiles he was having the moomps.

Twas free weeks I had it, an' what wid practicing

night an' morning, I nlver got "so I could balance
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mesilf standing still, let alone riding on It."—Youth's

Companion.

* * *

"Is the Senator from Rhode Island in his seat?"

"He is."

'The Senate will come to order."—Chicago Tribune.

v v •§•

Automobilist:—"What advantage has the air-ship

over the motor-car?"

Aeronaut:—"Well, for one thing, you can always

be sure of making good time on the return trip."—

Smart Set.

V V V

Tat and Mike enlisted in the British army. After

their first drill the captain, thinking the circum

stances opportune for a little lecture on patriotism,

demanded, eloquently:

"Soldiers, why should a man die for his king and

country?"

This struck Pat as a proper question. Turning to

Mike, he said:

"Faith, Moike, the Captain is roight! Who!?"—

Everybody's.

+ + +

"So you're feeling perfectly well again, and never

touched the medicine I gave you, eh? You made a

grave mistake, Mrs. Tibbs, a grave mistake."

"How so, doctor?"

"Why, if you'd taken my medicine, you'd have

known what cured you, and as it is, you haven't

the least idea."—Life.

"Co make things economically, large

quantities of one kind must be produced.
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