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agitating for a change are bent on having. They

want a later day so as to insure better weather for

inaugural ceremonies and social festivities, as if

these frazzled trappings of royalty were of any

real importance. The important reason for chang

ing the date for inaugurations would put it back,

not forward, on the calendar. To put it forward,

is to make still wider the deplorable gap between

elections to office and the taking of office.

This gap needs narrowing instead of widening.

Between the November elections and such changes

in official life as they may make, there ought, to

be the least possible delay. AVhen the voice of the

people is heard, the command of the people should

be at once obeyed. No /Administration which the

elections put out of power, should continue in

power for four months longer—from November

to March. There is no necessity for it now as

there was before the days of steam and electricity,

and the civic danger is greater.

The first meeting of the new Congress could

take place on the first Monday of the Docembe*-

following election, instead of a year afterward ; and

the new President could be inaugurated early in

December instead of three months later. This

would bring the President closer to the people,

though he took the oath quietly in the Senate

chamber and the weather prevented military dis

play in the streets, than his taking of the oath of

office and delivering an address in the open at a

mass meeting. We need to rid ourselves of the

coronation idea in connection with Presidential

inaugurations, and to substitute that of simple

magistracy. For this reason, bad weather is no

serious objection to inauguration day. But long

lapses of time between elections and inaugura

tions are a substantial evil, pregnant with im

perial dangers. Inauguration day should lie shift

ed with this thought in view, and regardless of

the possibilities of coronational displays.

United States Attorney Kealing.

Like a whiff of oxygen into a foul room, comes

Mr. Kealing's resignation as United States At

torney for Indiana. It is not the resignation of

an official anticipating removal, nor of one pass

ing on to more profitable, private employment,

nor of one seeking escape from a disagreeable of

ficial duty. It is the resignation of a man who

relinquishes office rather than participate in an

assault upon our Constitutional safeguards

against centralization of power.

As United States Attorney, Mr. Kealing was

confronted with the requirement that he assist in

the extradition of the proprietors of the Indianap

olis News to Washington for trial upon a Federal

indictment found in the District of Columbia for

an alleged libel published in the News at Indianap

olis. To thoughtless citizens this seems a small

matter. To those who know their history of the

progress of liberty, as Mr. Kealing evidently does,

it involves vital consequences. If men can be

haled from Indiana to Washington for trial for

libeling the President of the United States in an

Indianapolis paper, upon pretense that it was

published in Washington because copies went

there, then newspaper proprietors, publishers and

editors—those who cannot afford the expense, as

well as those who can—may hereafter be dragged

across the continent for trial for libel, if perad-

venture a single copy of their paper finds its way

to Washington. To establish such a precedent is

to place the press of the whole country at the

mercy of a Washington oligarchy. Hints from

Washington to any editor anywhere would be a

challenge to him to submit to Federal dictation

or endure the kind of martyrdom of which the

Fathers complained in the Declaration of Inde

pendence when they charged King George with

•'transporting us beyond seas to be tried for pre

tended offenses." Realizing this, and patriotic

ally revolting at the service he would be required

to render if he remained in office, Mr. Kealing

resigned.

His letter of resignation should make the blood

of every intelligent citizen tingle again with de

light. "As to the guilt or innocence of the de

fendants on the question of libel," he says. "'I do

not attempt to say. If guilty, they should lie

prosecuted, but properly indicted and prosecuted

in the right place, viz., their homes.'' Proceeding

then to explain that it is only with the question

of removal to Washington for trial that he has to

do, Mr. Kealing says:

I am not in accord with the government in its

attempt to put a strained construction on the law.

to drag the defendants from their homes to the seat

of the government to be tried and punished, while

there is a good and sufficient law in this jurisdiction,

in the State court. I believe the principle Involved

is dangerous, striking at the very foundation of our

form of government. I cannot, therefore, honestly

and conscientiously Insist to the court that such is

the law, or that such construction should be put on

it. Not being able to do this, I do not feel that I

can, in justice to my office, continue to hold it, and

decline to assist.
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To forestall unfair comment, Mr. Kealing re

minds the Department that he has held his office

for eight years, and during that time has "prose

cuted all alike, without fear or favor." He al

ludes to one case, well known in Indiana, in which

lie prosecuted and convicted a close personal and

^ political friend for bank wrecking. But no col

lateral evidence of his disinterested fidelity to the

principles which inspire democratic Republicans

alike with democratic Democrats, is necessary.

His letter of resignation speaks for itself. The

democratic spirit breathes through its words in a

way that admits of no suspicion of counterfeiting.

+ +

The Iroquois Club of Chicago.

This club is known by name all over the United

States. It professes to be Democratic, and once

in its career it gave out genuinely democratic tes

timony. But that was a long time ago. Since

then its membership has Wen composed of Demo

crats by- tradition. Democrats for revenue, demo

crats in principle, and Democrats turned Republi

cans. The democrats on principle are in a hope

ful but ineffective minority. Of this minority is

ex-Mayor Dunne, who has with good sense and

discrimination declined a place at a dinner the

club is giving to one of its members upon the oc

casion of his departure for Washington to take

office in a Republican President's cabinet. This

is Jacob M. Dickinson, whom Mr. Taft has pro

moted from general counsel to the Illinois Central

and non-Democratic member of the Democratic

Iroquois Club. Ex-Mayor Dunne says he would

gladly join men of all parties in tendoring a

non-partisan dinner to Mr. Dickinson in honor of

his appointment ; but that the offer of banquet

compliments by a club claiming to be exclusively

Democratic to a member who has abandoned

allegiance to that party and is about to en

ter office as a Republican appointee, seems unfit.

He observes about it something like applause for

going over to the enemy. Mayor Dunne is to be

congratulated for a sense of consistency which

the mottled Iroquois Club does not seem to

possess.

+ +

Chicago Traction Quarrelling.

Quarreling over graft has net in among tha

Chicago traction interests, and the quarrel is of

such intensity that the truth about those "settle

ment" ordinances (vol. xi, p. 868; vol. xii, p. 51) '

may yet come out. Charges of incompetency, bad

management and corruption are freely made

all around, and the evidence is not alto

gether lacking. There is as yet no au

thentic disclosure of the sliare of the cor

ruption fund that went to support the "Strap

hangers' League," in the Busse-Dunne campaign,

but the hunt is growing "warm."' What' is more

important, however, than these disclosures of cor

ruption in themselves, is the growing conviction

in Chicago that private ownership of public utili

ties spells private graft and bad service. Except

in a few show places, the traction service is worse

than it has been for years, although twenty months

have elapsed since the traction ring financed the

"Straphangers' League" to elect Busse and carry

the "settlement" ordinances over the referendum

bridge. Even in the show places, there is little

to boast of in the way of service. It would have

been impossible for municipal ownership and op

eration to furnish service as bad or graft as rich.

A New American Industry.

With no other protection than modified secrecy,

another American industry has sprung up in this

progressive country and these near-prosperous

times. The promoters are certain newspaper men

of New York, bright of intellect and dull of con

science. They "watch out" for localities where

public utility questions are in agitation. It is in

those places that their field of industrial opera

tions lies. Having discovered 6uch a place, they

engage with the local monopolies to manufacture

local opinion in the monopoly interest.

At Fort Wayne, for instance, a traction com

pany's business in the lighting line has been jeop

ardized by sales by the city of electric lighting

commercially. It was a field for the new indus

try, and $5,000 is said to be the amount paid by

the company to those bright young newspaper

men to manufacture public opinion against com

mercial lighting by the oity. Forthwith they

bought space in the press at Fort Wayne and be

gan administering their "dope." It was interest

ing "dope," too; well calculated to confirm and

equip the corporation-minded and to make the

uninformed think they were thinking.

There is one good thing that ought to be said

for this new industry. Onl.v the fact of literary

authorship is secret. The newspaper space used

is advertising space and the articles are signed

by the company concerned. The part the bright

young newspaper men play is like that of the
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lawyer who takes a fee for making a misleading

plea in a bad case, but in his client's name. A vast

moral improvement this, over the older plan of

buying editorial and news space and giving to

the company's views editorial sanction. It doubt

less has a tendency also to relieve the editorial

conscience. Yet it does not diminish the paper's

revenues, nor need it divert its support from the

corporation that purchases it

+ +

A Legislative Watchdog.

Minnesota is blessed with a Citizens' League

which devotes itself exclusively to publicity with

reference to the official conduct of legislators.

Without speculating upon influences or tendencies

in the legislature, it lets committee actions and

roll calls tell the story. The first report of this

League has just appeared. It gives the vote by

names on several roll calls of general interest.

One of these was on a proposed rule to prevent

the smothering of measures in committee. Another

was on a bill to establish the initiative and refer

endum. Still another was on a bill to furnish

copies of the journals to all Minnesota papers

willing to pay the postage. Th»y were defeated.

The roll calls ought to make interesting reading

to those citizens of Minnesota who think they are

represented by their representatives.

The League does not confine its work to formal

or periodical reports. It keeps and furnishes to

members a record of the vote of the legislature on

all important bills; furnishes to members and

newspapers the vote of any member on any meas

ure or on all the important measures of the ses

sion; and keeps and furnishes the legislative his

tory of every important measure. The civic value

of such a service is beyond computation. It ought

to be organized along similar lines in every State

of the Union, and then federated, so as to provide

like facilities for keeping tab on Congressmen, and

subdivided so as to watch the various city councils

and boards. The secretary of the Minnesota or

ganization is Lynn Haines, 647 Endicott building,

St. Paul, and it invites the co-operation of every

body interested in more complete legislative pub

licity. The name of S. M. Owen as a member of

the executive committee is alone a guarantee

throughout Minnesota cf efficiency and good faith.

+ *

An Important Inquiry.

A committee has been organized in the United

States to inquire into the status of democracy.

That it is genuine is evident from its personnel,

which includes such names as Delos . F. Wilcox,

Franklin H. Giddings, Eobert Treat Paine, Jr.,

Elliott H. Pendleton, Jane Addams, Bishop Wil

liams, Judge Lindsey, W. S. U'Ren, John Dewey,

Jesse F. Orton, George E. Hooker, and Hamil

ton Holt. This committee purposes, by investi

gation and publicity, to apprise the country of "the

constitutional, statutory, political and profes

sional bulwarks of privilege," and "the causes lead

ing to the perversion of representative govern

ment" and "the gradual entrenchment of an aris

tocracy of property in this country." Its first Cir

cular, to be had of the secretary, Jesse F. Orton

(123 Fifth street, Elmhufst, Borough of Queens,

New York City) reproduces from the Independent

of April 16 last, the remarkable article by Presi

dent Hadley of Yale, on "The Constitutional Po

sition of Property in America." This is the article

in which President Hadley significantly said that

"the fundamental division of powers in the Con

stitution of the United States is Ix-tween the

voters on the one hand and property owners on

the other," a division under which democracy is

constitutionally "bound to stop short of social

democracy." In the same Circular the commit

tee also reproduces the equally significant but

more vigorous article by Delos F. Wilcox, from

the Independent of October 22, on "The Issue

Beyond Parties." Succeeding Circulars are to

deal with "the public service corporation as the

Negro's heir," "privileges confirmed and obliga

tions cancelled," "the legal profession'' in "the

brains market," and "temptations of the ju

diciary." We trust that this committee may be en

couraged without reserve. No work is more need

ed than that which it aims to do, and no other

agency could do it better.

+ +

A Glimmer of Light.

Under the leadership of J. Eads How, the Na

tional Brotherhood of the Unemployed have been

holding Sunday conferences at Hull House, Chi

cago. The most significant thing they have sug

gested is that unused land shall be opened to them

for use. They gave concreteness to this sugges

tion by proposing that a shut-down coal mine in

Illinois should be opened to unemployed labor by

means of a receivership. Of course that general

suggestion and this specific proposition are joked

about by the newspapers as a self-evident ab

surdity. But why is it absurd, the idea that un

used land shall be opened up to the use of unem

ployed labor? Doesn't the self-evident absurdity

run in the other direction? What could be quite
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so absurd as unused land and unemployed labor

in the same place and at the same time?

* *

A Lyman Trumbull Monument.

In the Illinois legislature a bill is pending

which provides for an appropriation of $10,000

for a monument to Lyman Trumbull (p. 159).

The proposed appropriation ought to be multi

plied by five, and a worthy statue of this compeer

of Lincoln to be erected. To no one else, next to

Lincoln, is Illinois so much indebted for her place

in our national history.

4- *

In Darkest Texas.

Texas civilization has been again proclaimed

by means of a bonfire with a living, writhing

Negro in the center cf it. It is hard to believe

that this satanic lawlessness really represents

Texan civilization of the present day; but the

fact is there, and such condemnation as exists in

the Texan mind finds no emphatic voice.

+ *

Sitting Up and Taking Notice.

Americans have become accustomed to the sight

of legitimate producers and sellers in cahoot with

privileged interests for the plunder of consumers.

The combination is a curious one ; for unprivileged

producers and sellers really have a common in

terest with consumers, whereas privileged interests

are inimical to both. Yet it has been a conspicu

ous feature of our business life for more than

a generation, and especially conspicuous in a na

tional way in connection with protective tariffs.

But there are evidences of an awakening on the

part of legitimate business men to the community

of iaterest that naturally exists between them and

their customers, and the natural hostility of both

to privileged interests of every kind.

Here, for instance, is the wholesale grocers' or

ganization. The grocery business is without priv

ileges, and cannot be protected by tariffs. Its only

relation to tariffs is as a collector of revenues for

the government and of graft for protected manu

facturers. In higher prices to its customers it

collects duties for the government on imported

groceries, and excessive profits for domestic manu

facturers on such goods as are out of the reach of

competition in manufacture. It has taken the

wholesale grocers a long time to discover this—

so long that privileged manufacturing businesses

are rapidly narrowing the wholesale grocers' field.

But they have discovered it at last, if one may

judge by a circular their organization has issued

on the effect of the sugar tariff—the circular of

February 1, 1909, prepared by F. C. Lowry (138

Front street, New York), secretary of a special

committee appointed for the purpose.

This remarkable circular calls attention to the

fact that although our annual consumption of

sugar is 3,185.789 tons, and our total domestic

product only 740,000 tons, the tariff forces our

consumers to pay extra for their sugar $150,000,-

000 a year—about 2\<> cents a pound for every

pound of sugar used. This is for the benefit of

the cane sugar producers of Louisiana, who lean

on the tariff for their profit instead of improving

their production ; and for the beet sugar producers

of places adapted to that production, who produce

at a cost of only 2'/-> cents a pound, and there

fore need no protection even on protection prin

ciples. The most gratifying part of this circular,

however, is that in which these wholesale grocer?

acknowledge their discovery that protection is a

special interest graft. "We find"—so it reads—

"that, as on many other things, the large inter

ests in this country have played no small part in

the framing of tariff schedules" on sugar.

* +

Railway Control of Water Transportation.

That railway monopolies hold a whip hand

over water transportation so as seriously to crip

ple when not completely destroying competition,

is impressively illustrated again,—this time by

the report of the Chicago Harbor Commission.

We refer to that part of the report, prepared by

George C. Sikes, which deals with the obstacles

to Chicago's water shipping development.

*

In lake commerce, competition in transporting

such bulky commodities as iron ore, grain, coal

and lumber, appears from this report to have been

keen and the results satisfactory, both in reduc

tions of rates and profits of service. But the

report exhibits a very different situation as to

package freight. This is carried almost exclusive

ly by boat lines owned by railroad companies.

+

Between Chicago and Buffalo lies Chicago's

greatest interest in lake transportation—especially

of package freight. If Buffalo were a destination

point non-railroad vessels might compete for this

business; but as that city is a transfer station,

competition is killed by railroad interests. "Goods

reaching Buffalo by lake must go e**t DY ra^
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or canal," and "freight from the east reaching

Chicago water-borne must be brought to Buffalo

by rail or canal. The railroad makes with its own

boat lines a through route and a joint rate from

Chicago to the eastern destination, or vice versa,"

and "the local rail rate between Buffalo and the

eastern destination is so high that little would be

left the independent boat for its lake haul after

paying the local rate for the rail haul." Nor is

that all. "The railroad would not give the inde

pendent boat the benefit of its dock facilities in

Buffalo, either for discharging or taking on car

go." So "the independent boat would be required

to unload at some other dock and team the goods

to the receiving station of the railroad." And

then, "to make matters stilj worse," adds the

Sikes report, "the railroads own nearly all the

water front property in Buffalo available for ctoek

purposes," and "much of it lies idle and unim

proved." What about the Erie canal? Why "the

railroads dominate that too, so far as possibilities

of through traffic are concerned." As a result,

"while all rail rates from New York to Chicago

have remained normally constant for the past

twenty years, lake and rail, and canal and lake

rates, under railroad control, have advanced

markedlv."

+

It is in ways akin to those described above that

railroad rings monopolize transportation and by

favoritism foster monopolizations of what

would otherwise be competitive business. They

do it, not through monopolizing rails, or cars or

vessels or docks, but through monopolizing water

fronts, rights of way, and other landed privileges,

of which in the nature of things the whole com

munity ought be in control and to be the bene

ficiaries.

T T *

SHIBBOLETHS.

A prominent reactionary explains to mc his

hostility to the single tax movement. He says

that the movement was useful in its time, but is

now past that period, and if persisted in, harm

will result.

"All such movements call attention," he advises

me, "to certain abnormalities of social custom,

and in order to do so they have to be themselves

abnormalities in the opposite direction."

The people, in other words, have to be taught

by exaggerated pictures—cartoons, caricatures.

Such were all the great battle cries and shibbo

leths of history, he tells me, from Egyptian times

onward: exaggerated swings of the pendulum to

correct exaggerated opposite pendulation.. "They

are not to be taken literally, nor pursued too

long."

4.

My reactionary friend was talking so steadily

that it seemed a pity to interrupt him, but it set

me to musing.

One of the first cartoons of the kind which I

could remember was written on a stone tablet, to

cure the Jews of certain exaggerated tendencies,

among which was the worship of a golden calf.

"Thou shalt not steal" was among its provisions

—of course not to be taken literally, but conveni

ently and in diluted form. While of temporary

benefit, the shibboleth should not be mentioned

nowadays with any seriousness.

Then there was the instance of a certain Naz-

arene, who gave out a phrase which survived too

long, and unluckily became rather a motto in later

centuries, when really worn out: "Do unto others

as ye would that they should do unto you." The

later modification—do others or they will do you

—is altogether preferable for moderns.

The misconceived shibboleth of the French revo

lution—"Liberty, Equality, Fraternity"—was

practical for a few effective moments in cutting off

the heads of a king and his executioners, but of

course has no permanent truth. It was long ago

altered by sensible men and economist* to Lim-

berness, Apology, Saturninity.

Magna Charta and the Declaration of Inde

pendence are cases in point. The idea of men be

ing created equal, when everyone knows that their

condition is modified at birth by race, sex, and

previous condition of servitude, to say nothing of

height, weight and oratorical ability !

As to John Brown and his overwrought phrases,

they could only have resulted as they did, in his

own death and the embroilment of the country in

a fratricidal war. Had they remained phrases,

and been discontinued in time, all this might

have been saved. John Brown's body, indeed, has

long been moldering in the ground, and it really is

too bad that his soul will not desist from march

ing on.

Lincoln's great slogan, "Government of the

people, by the people, and for the people," should

in these days of wisdom only be mentioned his

torically. Let us be sensible and scientific, even

though government by the people and for the

people perish from the earth. The people them

selves will always be with us, all the more admira

ble a* subjects of philanthropy and study.

If there was any merit in the campaign of the



March 12, 1909. 24?The Public

leader of Democracy for the Presidency last fall,

it lay in his restraint from utterance of slogan or

shibboleth, and his modest substitution of an un

obtrusive question : "Shall the people rule ?" The

immediate decision of the people that they would

not, must of course be gratifying evidence of pop

ular complaisance, when free from the influence

of subversive assertion and deceptive declarations

ETHE'I-BERT W. GRABILL.

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE

THE SINGLE TAX MAYOR OF BELLE

VILLE.

For several days I have heen in Belleville, Illinois,

where Fred J. Kern, a disciple of Henry George, is

Mayor. While serving his first term, in 1904, Mr.

Kern was a delegate to the national Democratic con

vention at St. Louis. On this occasion he said to

some single tax friends that every disciple of Henry

George owed it to the cause to take an active part

in politics and to stand for public office, particularly

municipal office, whenever opportunity offered, and if

elected to apply as much of his principles at ence

as present laws permit. "No other field," said he,

"offers such great opportunities for the application

of our ideas as the municipality." As he has now

been Mayor six years, an account of some of the

achievements of his administration may be of gen

eral interest.

Belleville is the seat of St. Clair county, which

in the fertility of its soli and the immense deposit

of its coal beds, is one of the richest counties in

Illinois. With the exception of East St. Louis, the

people of the county are nearly all German or of

German extraction. A large number of the German

students who participated in the revolution of 1848-

49 came to this place and neighborhood. Those who

took to the cultivation of the soil, were referred to

as the "Latin farmers" because they could carry on

their controversies In Latin quite as well as in Ger

man.

It was here that Colonel Frederick Hecker came,

he whose eloquence in 1848 set the hearts of his

fellow countrymen aflame with democratic ideals.

He went to the Civil War from here, and here he

died. And so of Governor Koerner. Descendants

of both are still living in Belleville. The same ele

ment of German democracy settled in near-by St.

Louis, where they organized Turner societies, sup

ported the cause of William Lloyd Garrison, were

the friends of Lincoln, and when the Civil War broke

out kept the slave State of Missouri In the Union.

Germans had been coming to America for more

than two hundred years. They cleared the forests,

cultivated the soil, planted orchards, worked as

mechanies, entered business, reared churches and

school houses, and in all the higher fields" of the arts

and sciences contributed to the greatness of our

country. But at no time in our country's history, did

this peqple rise to such heights of devotion to the

cause of freedom, or exercise so potent an influence

in the shaping of our future, as under the leadership

of those German students of 1848, who, having fought

for the liberty of their fatherland and failed, found

asylum in America, where they supported the cause

of anti-slavery and the Union.

So thoroughly German is Belleville, that twenty

years ago it was the general custom to address

strangers in German. If the stranger could not un

derstand, which was indeed seldom, it was consid

ered not improper to speak to him in English. The

only Negro I ever knew to speak a perfect German

was born and raised in Belleville.

It was while living here, that the noted jurist

and statesman, Lyman Trumbull, was elected to the

United States Senate. This is also the native place

of Judge Barnum of Chicago. Ex-Congressman

"Horizontal Bill" Morrison, now 84 years old, still

lives in a nearby-village, where he finds the time

and energy to visit the sick, attend funerals, and

otherwise comfort unfortunate neighbors.

The people are industrious and frugal, and while

beer drinking is general among them, German like,

they do not as a mle drink to excess.

Springing from such a people and developing

amidst such surroundings, Fred J. Kern has been

truly representative. He was elected Mayor in

1903, has been successively re-elected twice, and is

now nominated for a fourth term. His triumph in

April is considered a foregone conclusion. When he

was first elected, the population of Belleville was

17,000. It is now 27,000.

The first tiling Mayor Kern did was to call the ■

police force together and request them to show him

their guns. He found that they were all antiquated

and of different make. "You must have regu

lation revolvers," he said, "and of the best make;

and above all you must learn to shoot straight, so

that when you are obliged to shoot yom shall hit

the man you are aiming at instead of a by-stander.

And don't use your guns at all, except as a last

alternative."

He had three medals struck—one of gold, one of

silver and one of bronze,—and told the policemen that

they must have target practice at stated times, when

the most successful marksman should receive the

gold medal, the next the silver, and the third the

bronze. These medals were to be the property of

the municipality, the possessors to wear them only

so long as they were able to hold them by superior

marksmanship. Mayor Kern says that this had not

only the effect of making good marksmen of the

police force, but it was soon discovered that those

who won the medals were men of steady nerve, from

temperate habits.

The Mayor found a volunteer fire-department in

adequate to the demands and needs of the grow

ing city; so he supplanted it with a modern depart

ment which has all the skill and efficiency of any of

the fire departments of our larger cities.

He found the city with about one mile of street

paving. He has paved twenty miles of street with

vitrified brick, which in a city like this ought to

give service for thirty years.

He found the sewer system extending very little

beyond the paved zone. He has constructed thirty
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miles of sewer, Ave miles of which Is a large inter

cepting sewer into which all the others discharge.

It Is provided with a septic tank by which the sew

age is purified.

The city has also been substituting cement side

walks for the old plank walks, and extending them

as rapidly as possible. This work is all paid for by

special assessment, a system of collecting revenues

for public improvements which assesses abutting

property, vacant and Improved alike, and therefore,

crude though it is, approaches nearer the single tax

than any other system of taxation.

Such vast improvements at the expense of abutting

property owners got all the old fogies and "knockers"

on the firing line. For a while they made Mayor

Kern's life miserable. Even some of his friends be

gan to suspect that perhaps his enthusiasm for im

provements was due to his friendship for contrac

tors. "Schilling," said he, "if I hadn't been a single

taxer, feeling the support of a great ideal, I should

have dropped my work in despair." But unpopular

as his policy was for a time, when the improvements

were in, and the better health and convenience of

the city evident, the pendulum swung forward again,

and the "knockers" and "croakers" became his

friends.

As new industries were established, new mines

opened, and a new interurban line began operating

to East St. Louis, Mayor Kern saw that these de

velopments were conferring immense values on land

outside of the city limits, due entirely to the popu

lation of Belleville. These lands were rapidly

changing from farms to building sites, and he deter

mined that they should become a part of the city,

thereby increasing its revenues and enabling the ad

ministration to carry forward greater improvements.

He therefore marked out a strip of ground two thou

sand feet wide and nearly seven miles in length, ex

tending westward from the city limits to Edgemont.

The necessary signatures of property owners within

this territory were obtained and the strip formally

annexed. This annexation, with some minor ones

east of the city, increased the area of Belleville from

three to six square miles.

The interurban line had charged ten cents from

Belleville to Edgemont; but after annexation the city

government reduced the fare to five cents, on the

piinclple of "one city, one fare." This reduction

has now been in operation for three years.

Running through the annexed territory was an old

toll road. Mayor Kern is a free trader, and does not

believe in placing an embargo upon commerce. So

he at once took steps to rid the community of this

obstruction to trade. Legal proceedings were in

stituted on the basis as a precedent of the case of

the Snell toll road en Milwaukee avenue in Chicago,

which the Supreme Court had decided in favor of the

people. But by some slip of a cog, the Supreme

Court decided in favor of the toll road at Belleville.

Had Mayor Kern and his associates been less aggres

sive they might have allowed the company to col

lect toll indefinitely. But they found that the char

ter originally granted to the toll road company re

quired it to keep the road paved up to a certain

standard. This It had neglected to do. It was noth

ing but a mud road. The city administration of

Belleville therefore moved to force it to macadamize

As this would have involved an outlay cf $80,000, the

company imitated the wandering Arab of the desert,

who folded his tent In the night and silently stole

away. No more tolls are exacted.

+

Perhaps Mayor Kern's greatest achievement was

his extermination of small-pox. This pest infested

the city early in his first term. As many as a hun

dred and thirty cases were scattered through it.

To quarantine thoroughly under such conditions was

impossible. From one to four deaths occurred daily.

The business interests of the community were being

paralyzed. The currents of activity ceased, and the

city life became stagnant. Mayor Kern saw that

segregation was necessary. As the city had no pest

house, he resorted to tents. Able nurses were pro

vided, medical skill was procured, baths and whole

some food were furnished. The medical profession

urged him on, pledging their support He requested

them to be public spirited enough to give their serv

ices gratis, for vaccinating all of the people desiring

to be vaccinated, the city to furnish the vaccine free

of cost, and to this they agreed. For days Icng

lines of men, women and children were at the city

hall waiting their turn, until 15,000 had been vacci

nated. The greatest difficulty encountered was the

opposition of many of the people to the removal of

their loved ones from home to the tents. But Mayor

Kern never faltered. When all had been segregated,

the death rate dropped from 45% to 5%.

The city afterward purchased fourteen acres of

ground and a two-story building, which has been

the pest house of Belleville ever since. Small pox

is prevalent just now in southern Illinois and in

parts of Missouri. But the people of Belleville have

no fear. They know that their c!ty is perfectly sani

tary, and that should cases develop by reason of In

fection from other cities, their municipal government

can cope with the situation successfully.

To review the work of this aggressive disciple of

the Prophet of San Francisco, when first elected

Mayor of Belleville he found its people slow, and

he breathed into them the spirit of progress.

Finding its streets unpaved, he paved them.

Finding its sewer system Inadequate and the city

in an unsanitary condition, he built thirty miles of

sewers on a unified plan, thereby ridding the city

of stenches and disease-breeding pools.

Finding the city overwhelmed with a pest, he

stamped it out.

Finding lands lying around Belleville rising in

price equal to the value of city lots, he annexed

them and placed them on the tax list for the city's

good. .

Finding that the Justice courts punished no one

for drunkenness but the poor, he ordered that the

drunkard be taken home to his family if he had not

broken the peace; or, if he had no home, that he be

taken to the City Hall and given a chance to sober

up. This abolished the graft formerly collected as

fines; and It ended the hardship and suffering of the

wives and children whose husbands and fathers

who gave way to drink, lost their wages either in

fines or by Imprisonment.
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Finding a toll road hampering the growth and

freedom of the city, he discovered a way to abolish

It despite the decision in its favor of the Supreme

Court of the State.

There was need for a kindergarten school, but

there was no room. He made room by converting

the chamber of the City Council, which only meets

twice a month, into a kindergarten where little boys

and girls are in charge of expert kindergarten

teachers.

Like all other disciples of George, Mayor Kern be

lieves in the emancipation of the city from legisla

tive restraints. A Democrat in politics and a demo

crat in principle, he is however not wedded to the

doctrine of States' rights. He believes that as time

goes on, it will be necessary to confer greater and

greater powers upon the national government; and

that if this can be done throughout the nation con

currently with the emancipation of the city, we shall

be all the better for it. No tears need be shed, he

thinks, over the diminishing power and final extinc

tion of the State, provided the principle of home

rule is extended to the municipality.

GEORGE A. SCHILLING.

FISCAL HOME RULE IN NEW JERSEY.

Passaic, N. J., March 1.—The Blauvelt bill for

home rule in taxation (pp. 153, 218) has been put to

sleep in the House of Assembly at Trenton, as the

advocates of the measure knew it would be. Last

week the House committee on judiciary unanimous

ly reported the bill adversely. Mr. Blauvelt made a

strenuous effort to have the bill advanced to second

reading, despite the committee's action, but was de

feated by a vote of 42 to 12. The friends of reform

In taxation In New Jersey feel, however, that they

have won a partial victory In bringing the Issue thus

squarely to the attention of the people of the State.

Already there has been much newspaper criticism

favorable to the bill, and It will certainly be Intro

duced again next year. Students of taxation here

are most hopeful of making home rule In taxation a

leading Issue in politics before the next legislature

convenes.

CORNELIUS W. KIEVIT.

SECOND BALLOT IN NEW ZEALAND.

Dunedln, New Zealand, January 5.—New Zealand

has had its first practical trial of the second ballot,

which was grafted on to onr system by the recently-

expired Parliament during its last session. In that

Parliament there were 15 members in a House of

80 who had not received an absolute majority of the

votes recorded in their constituencies. To ensure

majority representation the second ballot law was

enacted. It was passed by substantial majorities,

but it Is known that some members of the Cabinet

were opposed to it and many members of Parliament

voted for It simply on party lines.

This law was passed primarily to secure major

ity representation. We had 23 second ballot con

tests at the November elections and there were

over 5,000 fewer voters than at the first ballot >A

cabinet minister was returned at the second ballot

with a lesser total than he polled on the first ballot,

despite the fact that one candidate was weeded out

by the first poll.

Our plan compels all but the first and second

candidates to retire from the second ballot. This

resulted in one case In the dominant political party

being excluded from the second ballot. An Opposi

tion candidate headed the poll with 2,412 votes, an

Independent Labor man was second with 1,746, and

two Government candidates scored 2,381. They

were excluded from the second ballot, which was

won by the Labor candidate with 3,446 votes

against the Opposition man's total of 3,019.

Some remarkable changes of political color oc-

cmrred at the second ballot polls. In one electorate

at the first ballot a Government candidate polled

1,552 votes, an Opposition candidate secured 1,453,

whilst a second Government candidate polled 1,301.

Seven days later the Opposition man polled 2,478

and the Government candidate 1,781. In another

(constituency two Government candidates polled

3,816 votes against an Opposition man's total of

3,066. Seven days feter the Government majority of

750 had developed Into a minority of six votes. It

will be seen here that there were 124 fewer voters at

the second ballot than at the first and they were

the deciding factor. In a third case two Government

candidates polled 3,701 votes against an Opposition

candidate's total of 2,824. At the second ballot a

week later the Government's majority of 867 had

disappeared and It was In a minority of 800.

J. T. PAUL.

INCIDENTAL SUGGESTIONS

AN OBJECTION TO THE SECOND BAL

LOT.

Dunedln, New Zealand, January 5.—To the atudent

of the second ballot, every thing happened at the

recent New Zealand election pretty much as ex

pected. Fewer voters exercised the franchise on

the second ballot; arrangements were attempted if

not carried out and some of them resembled what

M. Yves Guyot called "detestable bargainings"; the

second ballot only ensures that a candidate shall

be returned by a majority of those who vote; it

impinges the principle of secrecy of the ballot by

placing the voter at the second ballot In a favored

position; it conduces towards lightning changes of

political principles without sufficient justification;

and, of course, majority representation could be more

easily and more safely accomplished by a system of

preferential voting. Majority representation, how

ever, Is unscientific and undemocratic. The most

influential dally paper supporting the Government

wrote on the morning after the elections that "the

second ballot had its first trial in New Zealand yes

terday, and prosably its last." Many other leading

dallies oppose it. Our experiment has been wholly

unsatisfactory. Some members lost their seats be

cause of their support of the bill. Whether it will

be repealed or not it is Impossible to say. Many

firm friends of the Government urge that a system
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of proportional representation should be inaugurated

and the second ballot quietly dropped.

J. T. PAUL.

* + +

A QUESTION ABOUT CORPORATIONS.

In considering the matter of corporate influence

upon legislation and the evils connected with specu

lation in corporate stocks, the question comes to the

front "Why should we have corporations with their

complex issues of different kinds of stocks and their

bonds and short time notes, and their special privi

leges as to the laws for the collection of debts?"

Is there anything in the constitution of society that,

demands more protection for the man who invests

a sum of money in corporate stocks, than is granted

to the man who invests a like sum of money in an

individual or partnership enterprise?

The man who invests in individual or partnership

enterprise becomes responsible for the debts of the

enterprise to the extest of nearly his entire prop

erty, while the corporate investor becomes liable

only to the extent of his Investment, or at at the ex

treme to the extent of double the amount of his in

vestment. Why should there be such discrimina

tion?

The argument that is made for such discrimina

tion does not seem to be well founded. If the en

terprise is of such magnitude that it demands a

great concentration of capital, and the risk in th"e

enterprise is so great that ordinary combinations of

men cannot accomplish it, then common sense would

say that if it is an enterprise of a public or quasi-

public character, the public should take hold of the

enterprise through their organized public agencies,

and should take the risk and receive the bene

fits. If it is not of a public nature and the risks

are not great the organizers should be held to the

same liability and subject to the same laws as the

Individual or the partnership enterprise.

The conclusion reached is that private corpora

tions have no legitimate place in society, amd that

everything that is necessary to be done for the wel

fare of the people that seems to demand the crea

tion of a corporation, should be done by munici

pal cerporations under the control of the people.

GEO. V. WELLS.

+ * +

"What are your advertising rates?" asked the

manager of the Desdemonean Kerosene-Circuiters of

the editor of the Cobville Clarion.

"Well," answered the genius, "for four free tick

ets we wiU describe you as a good troupe; for six

Mckets, we will call you the foremost exponents of

the Shakespearean drama now on the jump; for

eight tickets, we will state that It is a shame that

such fellows as Mantell and Novell! should be posing

as classic artists, when Hamdodo J. Ranter is play

ing within a thousand miles; and for ten free tickets

—all reserved, mind you—we will declare that, when

witnessing your marvelous performance, we really

thought that we were sky-larking in a Thespian

beer-garden once more, with Poe's Raven and the

harpies singing sweetly in the peanut-groves and

Cupid and La Belle Fatinia festooning our august,

bald brow with fig leaves and linked pretzels."—

Puck,

NEWS NARRATIVE

To use the reference figures of this Department for

obtaining continuous news narratives :

Observe the reference figures in any article; turn back to the page

they indicate and find there the next preceding article, on the same

subject; observe the reference figures in that article, and turn back

as before ; continue until you come to the earliest article on the sub

ject; then retrace your course through the indicated pages, reading

each article in chronological order, and you will have a continuous

news narrative of the subject from its historical beginnings to date. '

Week ending Tuesday, March 9, 1909.

Inauguration of President Taft.

William H. Taft was inaugurated President of

the United States (p. 208) on the 4th, at noon.

The usual ceremonies at the east front of the

capitol, for which elaborate preparations had been

made, were dispensed with because a violent bliz

zard had set in which made out-door ceremonials

impossible. For this reason Mr. Taft took the oath

of office and delivered his inaugural address in the

Senate chamber. «

The inaugHral address expressly outlined the

main policies of the new Administration so far as

they eould be anticipated, promising especially to

"make the maintenance and enforcement" of

President Poosevelt's reforms a "most important

feature" of the new Administration.

Among other tilings

were—

specifically promised

"Relief of the railroads from certain restrictions

of the anti-trust law;" Federal restriction of "exces

sive issues of bonds and stocks" by inter-State rail

roads; reorganization of the Department of Justice,

the Department of Commerce and Labor, and the

Interstate Commerce Commission so as "to secure a

more rapid and certain enforcement of the laws af

fecting inter-State railroads and industrial combina

tions;" revision of the tariff so as to "secure an ade

quate revenue and adjust the duties in such a man

ner as to afford to labor and to all industries in this

counUy, whether of the farm, mine or factory, pro

tection by tariff equal to the difference between the

cost of production abroad and the cost of production

here," and for reciprocal adjustments with other na

tions "upon Executive determination of certain

facts."

In connection with the proposed tariff revision the

President observed that the business depression

will have reduced the national revenues to a point

$100,000,000 below expenditures for the fiscal

year ending next June; and he advised that if

an adequate income cannot be derived from im

port duties, "new kinds of taxation must be

adopted," preferably "a graduated inheritance

tax,"
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He advocated conservation of natural resources,

an effective army, a strong navy, and international

arbitration. One of his recommendations was for

authority to enforce the treaty rights of aliens in

the Federal courts. Another proposed a change

in the monetary and banking laws "so as to secure

greater elasticity." and another advocated ship

subsidies.

+

On the Negro question he said that—

the movement of "Northerners who sympathized

with the Negro in his necessary struggle for better

conditions" "to give to him the suffrage as a pro

tection and to enforce its exercise against the pre

vailing sentiment of the South," has "proved to be

a failure." What remains, he continued, "Is the

Fifteenth amendment to the Constitution and the

right to have statutes of States specifying qualifica

tions for electors subjected to the test of compli

ance with that amendment. This is a great protec

tion to the Negro. It never will be repealed, and it

never ought to be repealed. If it had not been

passed it might be difficult now to adopt it, but with

it in our fundamental law the policy of the Southern

legislation must and will tend to obey it, and so long

as the statutes of the States meet the test of this

amendment and are not otherwise in conflict with

the Constitution and laws of the United States, it is

not the disposition or within the province of the

Federal government to interfere with the regulation

by Southern States of their domestic affairs." To

this, Mr. Taft added: "The Negroes are now Amer

icans. Their ancestors came here years ago against

their will, and this is their only country and their

only flag. They have shown themselves anxious to

live for it and to die for it. Encountering the race

feeling against them, subjected at times to cruel

injustice growing out of it, they may well have our

profound sympathy and aid in the struggle which

they are making. We are charged with the sacred

duty of making their path as smooth and easy as we

can. Any recognition of their distinguished men, any

appointment to office from among their number, is

properly taken as an encouragement and an appre

ciation of their progress, and this just policy -shall

be pursued. But it may well admit of doubt wheth

er, in the case of any race, an appointment of one

of their number to. a local office in a community in

which the race feeling is so widespread and. acute

as to Interfere with the ease and facility with which

the local government business can be done by the

appointee is of sufficient benefit by way of encour

agement to the race to outweigh the recurrence and

increase of race feeling which such an appointment

is likely to engender. Therefore, the Executive, in

recognizing the Negro race by appointments,, must

exeroise a careful discretion not thereby to do It

more harm than good. On the other hand, we must

be careful not to encourage the mere pretense of

race feeling manufactured in the interest of indi

vidual political ambition. Personally I have not the

slightest race prejudice or feeling, and recognition

of its existence only awakens in my heart a deeper

sympathy for those who have to bear it or suffer

from it, and I question the wisdom of a policy which

is likely to Increase it. Meantime, If nothing is done

to prevent, a better feeling between the Negroes and

the whites In the South will continue to grow, and

more and more of the white people will come to

realize that the future of the South is to be much

benefited by the industrial and intellectual progress

of the Negro. The exercise of political franchises by

those of his race who are intelligent and well to do

will be acquiesced in, and the right to vote will be

withheld only from the ignorant and irresponsible

of both races.

On labor questions, after committing his Ad

ministration to further legislation of the character

of laws imposing liability upon employers for in

juries to workmen, and the like, the President

discussed the subject of Federal injunctions in

industrial disputes, saying—

Take away from courts, if it cou-ld be taken away,

the power to issue injunctions in labor disputes, and

it would create a privileged class among the labor

ers and save the lawless among their number from

a most needful remedy available to all men for the

protection of their business against lawless invasion.

The proposition that business is not a property or

pecuniary right which can be protected by equitable

injunction is utterly without foundation in prece

dent or reason. The proposition is usually linked

with one to make the secondary boycott lawful.

Such a proposition is at variance with the American

instinct and will find no support, in my judgment,

when submitted to the American people. The sec

ondary boycott is an Instrument of tyranny and

ought not to be made legitimate. The issuing of a

temporary restraining order without notice has in

several instances been abused by its Inconsiderate

exercise, and to remedy this the platform upon

which I was elected recommends the formulation in

a statute of the conditions under which such a tem

porary restraining order ought to issue. A statute

can and ought to be framed to embody the best mod

ern practice, and can bring the subject so closely

to the attention of the court as to make abuses of

the process unlikely in the future. American peo

ple, If I understand them. Insist that the authority

of the courts shall be sustained and are opposed to

any change in the procedure by which the powers of

a court may.be weakened and the fearless- and

effective administration of Justice k(* interfered with.

* ■ * ■'■

President Tart's Cabinet.

President Taft immediately nominated his

cabinet officers, and on-, the 5th the nominations

were confirmed by the Senate. They are as fol

lows :...'..

Secretary of State, Philander C. Knox, Pennsyl-

vaniar.

Se«retary of the Treasury, Franklin MacVeash,

Illinois.

Secretary of War, Jacob M. Dickinson, Tennessee.

Attorney General, George W. Wickersham, New

York.

Postmaster General, Frank H. Hitchcock, Massa

chusetts.



252 Twelfth Volume.

The Public

Secretary of the Navy, George von L. Meyer,

Massachusetts.

Secretary of the Interior, Richard A. Balllnger,

Washington.

Secretary of Agriculture, James Wilson, Iowa.

Secretary of Commerce and Labor, Charles Nagel,

Missouri.

+ *

Special Session of Congress.

Immediately after delivering his inaugural ad

dress, President Taft issued a proclamation call

ing a special session of the new Congress, the

6l8t, to meet March 15.

* +

The Steel Merger.

In the closing days of the 60th Congress, on

the 2d, the judiciary committee's report of the

Senate on the steel merger (p. 227) came to the

Senate in a way to make it plain that the com

mittee had a majority favoring censure of Presi

dent Roosevelt for granting permission to J. P.

Morgan and E. H. Gary to violate the Sherman

anti-trust law by purchasing the Tennessee Coal

and Iron Company for the steel trust. Chairman

Clark reported the disagreement of the commit

tee, and soon afterward Senator Culberson pre

sented the views of seven members of the commit

tee. These were signed by Senators Nelson, Kitt-

redge and Foraker (Republicans), and Culberson,

Bacon, Rayner and Overman (Democrats).

+

In the opinion of Mr. Nelson, the President

was not authorized to permit the absorption, which

is declared to have been in violation of law. Mr.

Nelson thought, however, tbat the President may

have been misled or duped by officials of the

United States Steel corporation, Messrs. Frick and

Gary, who urged upon him the necessity of per

mitting the steel corporation to buy the Tennessee

concern in order to save a business institution of

New York city during the panicky days of Octo

ber and November, 1907. Mr. Bacon expressed

doubt whether the Senate should pronounce finally

upon the question of whether the President com

mitted a wrongful act, for the reason that the

Senate is judge in impeachment proceedings. He

took the position that the merger was illegal, but

that the Senate should not take any action to

Erejudice any proceedings that might hereafter

a brought before it Later Senator Foraker filed

his individual views declaring that he did not

think it necessary for the committee to consider

whether the transaction was a violation of the

anti-trust law. He said that the reply of the com

mittee should be confined to the one question as

to whether the President was authorized to per

mit the merger, and that this should be answered

in the negative. In view of the fact that repre

sentatives of the steel corporation called upon the

President and asked his advice concerning the

transaction, and that the question also was sub

mitted to Attorney General Bonaparte, Senator

Foraker took the position that the steel corpora

tion should not be condemned for its action.

The disagreement on the resolution was placed

on the calendar, and expired under the rules with

the close of the session.

The Italian Elections.

General elections in Italy for a new parliament

(p. 227) were held on .the. 7th. .The socialists,

very numerous in Italy, were divided. On the one

hand were the uncompromising Socialist-party so

cialists—"middle-of-the-roaders," as they would

be called in this country, and on the other were

opportunistic socialist?, who broke away from the

party to make what in our politics we should call

"fusions" with Republican and other radical

groups. According to the latest reports, the so

cialists, republicans, and other radicals have great

ly increased their strength. At least 19 socialist

members were elected, and twenty-six more were

made eligible for the second ballot; while the re

publicans and other radicals elected 28, and placed

11 in the running for the second ballot. "All the

newspapers," say the dispatches from Rome, "com

ment on the notable triumph of the socialist and

republican parties, declaring the extreme Left

will be greatly increased in numbers and in fight

ing strength." This result is all the more sig

nificant from the fact that the working classes in

Italy are largely disfranchised.

A Union of the South African States Probable.

The convention of thirty representatives from

the four self-governing States of South Africa—

Cape Colony, Natal, Orange River Colony and

the Transvaal—with two from Rhodesia, which

opened at Durban last October (vol. xi, p. 732),

to consider the question of consolidating or feder

ating the States, has at last drafted a constitu

tion (p. 208) which is to be submitted to the sev

eral State parliaments this month, and if approved

by them will then come before the Imperial parlia

ment. The convention has proceeded farther

toward unification than was thought probable at

the time of opening, when men like Dr. L. • S.

Jameson advocated federation as a step toward a

final nationality. According to the London Na

tion:

Although the status of province is- retained for

the several colonies, and provincial assemblies will

still exercise certain governmental powers, the tri

umph of the principle of union over federation is

pretty complete. . . .The South African Constitu

tion seeks closer unity by stricter limitation of the

powers of the provincial councils, which hardly ex

ceed those possessed In this country by county

councils and other elective units of local govern

ment, and through the appointment by the central
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government of a provincial administrator as the

chief executive officer, and of an auditor of provin

cial accounts in whom will be vested a strong cen

tral control over provincial finances. If these pro

posals are adopted, British South Africa will, to all

intents and purposes, become a single self-govern

ing State, containing within itself full legislative,

executive, and judicial control, with the exception

of such almost nominal limitation upon legislation

as is contained In the right of the Crown to disallow

acts, a dwindling control over foreign policy, and an

appeal in special cases from the Supreme Court of

South Africa to the Privy Council.

The constitution as drafted almost entirely ex

cludes the native population from the franchise.

This undemocratic feature is criticized by The

Nation, and by that sturdy old democrat of South

Africa, Mr. Theodore L. Schreiner, but there is

little probability of any broad admission of native

races to citizenship in States largely founded by

those who would exploit native labor.

NEWS NOTES

—The street car men of Manila, Philippine Islands

(p. 130), went on strike on the 4th.

—The lower house of the Nebraska legislature on

the 4th adopted by 62 to 34 a Constitutional amend

ment empowering women to vote.

—Speaker Shurtleff (Republican) of the Illinois

legislature (p. 226), has appointed Democrats as

chairmen of 14 of the 62 committees.

—The expiring 60th Congress increased the Presi

dent's salary from $50,000 to $75,000, but refused

• he usual appropriation of $25,000 for his traveling

expenses.

—Senator Isaac Stephenson of Wisconsin was re

elected on the 4th by 63 out of 123 votes cast. The

legislature had been at a deadlock since the begin

ning of the year.

—Southern and western Arkansas was devastated

on the 8th by a tornado. Brinkley Is reported to

have been wiped from the map by the storm and a

fire which followed it.

—John Z. White of Chicago lectures at the Ford

Hall Meetings (Bowdoin street and Ashburton

place), Boston, on the 21st at 7:30 p. m., upon "Un

employment, Its Cause and Cure."

—The Cleveland traction receivers (p. 224) reportr

ed on the 5th a surplus for the month of February

of $28,978.71. They are reported by the Plain Dealer

of the 6th as attributing the gain to higher fares.

—Photographs of President Taft and ex-President

Roosevelt were sent by wire from Washington to

New York on the 4th. These arc said to be the first

telegraphic photographs transmitted in the United

States.

—The National American Woman Suffrage Asso

ciation will hold Its 41st annual convention In Se

attle, Washington, July 1st to 7th, "Woman's Day"

at the Alaska Yukon Exposition will be observed

during Convention week.

—At the Detroit primaries on the 2d, action was

taken by women voters to defeat what is known as

the "Martindale faction" of the school board. In

consequence, of the eleven Martindale candidates

for nomination, seven were defeated.

—Indictments against the New York World were

found in the Federal Court at New York on the 5th

for the same alleged libels as those upon which the

indictments at Washington (p. 205) were found

against the World and the Indianapolis News.

—Copies of the Johnstown Democrat containing

Bishop Williams's remarkable address on "Wealth—

Productive, Predatory and Parasitic," delivered re

cently at the Vine Street Church, Cincinnati, are

held for distribution at 5 cents in stamps, by Daniel

Kiefer, 530 Walnut street, Cincinnati.

—Ricardo Flores Magon, Antonio I. Villareal and

Librado Rivera, the Mexicans indicted for breach

of American neutrality laws (p. 122), were taken on

the 3d from Los Angeles, Cal., to Tombstone, Ariz.,

for trial. They are to be defended by Clarence S.

Darrow of Chicago, and H. F. Ring of Texas.

—Judge McPherson, of the Federal Court, sitting

at Kansas City, on the 8th decided that the 2-cent

fare law of Missouri (p. 208) and the maximum

freight-rate law are invalid because these rates are

insufficient to yield 6 per cent per annum over and

above expense of maintenance and operation.

—The autonomy for Iceland proposed last Spring

by the Commission from the Danish and Icelandic

parliaments (vol. xi, p. 181), Is not satisfactory to

Iceland, according to a report from Copenhagen.

The majority of the present Icelandic parliament

favors the dissolution of all governmental ties with

Denmark.

—The new President of Cuba, Mr. Gomez, signed,

on the 6th, a general amnesty bill recently passed

by the legislature, providing for the release from

prison of persons convicted of crimes that could

not be considered gravely atrocious. In accordance

with the bill the Havana courts on the 8th issued

orders for the release of more than 800 prisoners.

—Ex-President Roosevelt is to sail from New York

on the 23d, on a hunting trip to Africa. He is to

lead a scientific expedition of the Smithsonian Insti

tution under the management of Maj. Edgar A.

Mearns. Two other naturalists are to be of the

Smithsonian party—J. Alden Loring and Edmund

Heller. Mr. Roosevelt is to spend the time prelim

inary to his departure for Africa at his home at

Oyster Bay.

—The Congressional ship subsidy bill, passed by

the Senate, was defeated In the House on the 2d by

175 to 172. Among those voting in the negative were

30 Republicans, including Burton of Ohio, Lowden,

Knopf. McKinney and Wilson of Illinois, Crum-

packer of Indiana, and Murdock of Kansas. Only

four Democrats voted for the bill—Bartlett of Ne

vada, Estopinal of Louisiana, Hobson of Alabama

and Jones of Virginia.

—The Russian Douma shows marked and unex

pected courage from time to time. For example,

during the discussion of the budget of the ministry
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of the interior, on the Cth, the administration of the

country under martial law was criticized even by

adherents of the government. Mr. AdjemofT, a Con

stitutional Democrat, charged the government with

mercilessly crippling the press. He staled that

during the past year seventy-three newspapers had

been suppressed, and one hundred and twenty had

been fined a total of $50,000.

—The International Woman Suffrage Alliance will

meet in London, England, April 2fith to May 1st.

The officers' are: President, Mrs. Carrie Chapman

Catt, New York City; First Vice-President. Dr.

Anita Augsburg, Hamburg, Germany: Second Vice-

President, Mrs. Milicent Garrett Fawcett, London.

England; Secretary, Mrs. Rachel Foster Avery,

Swarthmore, Pa.; First Assistant Secretary, Dr.

Kathe Schirmacher, Paris, France: Second Assistant

Secretary, Martina Kramers, Rotterdam, Holland;

Treasurer. Mrs. Stanton-Coit, London, England.

—The new charter commission of New York has

disclosed its proposed changes in the city government.

It would make ten years' residence a qualification

for Mayor and increase the salary to $25,000; would

provide for a uniformed Superintendent of Police to

be promoted from the police force: would abolish

the Board of Aldermen and create a Council of 39

members to serve without pay, having increased

legislative powers but no administrative functions:

would abolish coroners; and would make the Board

of Education a department instead of a separate

corporation.

—Efforts to divert the city of Chicago's share of

traction receipts (vol. xi, p. 868: vol. xii, p. 51) from

the future purchase of traction lines by the city to

which that share is pledged by the franchises, were

frustrated on the 2d by Judge Windes. The City

Council had appropriated $70,000 for preliminary

subway work, directing that the money be taken

from the city's share of the traction companies' re

ceipts. City Treasurer Traeger refused to pay the

appropriation, on the ground that he had no author

ity to expend the fund for the purpose mentioned.

Mandamus proceedings were instituted by the city,

and a demurrer was filed by Mr. Traeger. .ludje

Windes sustained the demurrer.

—The monthly treasury report of receipts and

expenditures of the Federal government (p. 108) for

January. lflUO, shows the following thus far for the

fiscal year ending June 30, IftOfl:

Receipts—

Tariff $162,821,947.03

Internal revenue 147,412,565.75

Miscellaneous 30.668.77il. 67 $340.903,292.4V

Expenses—

Civil and miscellaneous 99,028, 409. .'.2

War 79,085,418.04

Navy 67.803.898.05

Indians 10,405.095.01

Pensions 93,917,123.74 '

Public Works 56. 408,055. S5

Interest 14,069,435.23 420.717.735.41

Deficit $79,814,442.99

—Ballots are being taken by the principals of the

Chicago public schools (p. 22U) for a nominee from

their own ranks for Superintendent In place of Mr.

Cooley. They are reported to declare that Chicago

teachers do not believe that the Board of Education

should always go outside the city for a superinten

dent, when the schools of the city are recognized

elsewhere as producing the best educators in the

country. Some of the school trustees having replied

that promotion of a Chicago principal would produce

jealousies hampering efficiency, the principals de

termined to unite upon a candidate and prove to

the Board that they can agree and can eliminate

jealousy. If on the second ballot no candidate re

ceives a majority of all the votes, there will be a

third ballot.

PRESS OPINIONS

Billikenism.

William Marion Reedy in The (St. Louis) Mirror

(ind.), March 4.—I note that Mr. Taft proclaims him

self, in a recent letter, an optimist. This is In line

with "salve" politics and "salve" philosophy and

"salve" religion, now so pervasively prevalent. If

there's anything wrong, pass it up; it's only a

"claim." This is the best of all possible worlds.

Three cheers for the red, white and blue. Don't ex

pect much and you won't be disappointed. Accept

half or third measures; take the shadow for the

substance. Be cheerful. The gospel of self-delu

sion, preached always by those who profit most by

the delusion of others. This is what is called Op

timism. It Is the optimism of stagnation. The true

optimist is the kicker, the growler, the demander

of thorough measures. He Is the man who won't

worship Billiken, the latest dwarfish, fatidical "god

of things as they are." He wants the world better

than it is, and he is called a Pessimist. It Is from

the ultra legality of Mr. Taft and his bland, smiling,

sleekly contented Billikenism that I anticipate the

worst things for the country, though, I believe he

means the best . . . He will do things the easiest

way—not wholly for himself, but measurably so.

Maybe that is what, in the wisdom of time, ie best

for us and best for the future to which we look for

ward. Maybe not. Anyhow, here he is. Let us

make the best of him. It should not be difficult, for

he is personally prepossessing and his picture har

monizes well with the omnipresent statuette of Bil

liken "god of things as they are."

Property Rights in Purchasing Power.

The Chicago Daily Socialist (Soc), March 5.—In

his defense of the injunction President Taft stated

that "the proposition that business is not a property

or pecuniary right which can be protected by an

equitable injunction is utterly without foundation in

precedent or reason." This abstract statement has a

meaning only when it is reduced to a concrete' case.

It is fair to assume . . . that he is referring to the

Buck's Stove and Range case. Here the doctrine is

announced that a person has a property right in the

power to punish any body of workingmen for refus

ing to purchase any definite product. We have be

come somewhat accustomed to the idea that the cap

italist has a property right In the labor of the work

ing class. We know that ownership of the means

with which work Is done carries with it ownership
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of the man who must use those means. But the doc

trine that the capitalist also has a property right in

the consuming power of the laborers is rather new.

... If the highest courts in America shall decide

that the capitalist has a "property right" in the very

purchasing power of labor, and that any concerted

attempt to escape from the ownership which such a

property right involves will mean imprisonment,

then that decision will sound the doom of all prop

erty rights. Go ahead. President Taft, and try to en

force that "property right."

Taxation in Oklahoma.

The (Oklahoma) Daily Oklahoman (Dem.). March

5.—Two-thirds of the business men of Oklahoma

City rent the property in which they do business, all

of them pay taxes, and they pay a still greater tax

in money, time and labor to promote the best inter

ests of the city. All along the line the progressive

men, the builders of communities, bear the burdens.

The property owners, at least to the proportion of

nine-tenths, pay only the regular tax assessments

and many of them are very niggardly about that,

having cnltivated the idea that it is not a sin but a

virtue to deceive the assessor. All of these state

ments are matters of fact that hardly admit of denial.

Why, it may then be asked, is so little thought given

to the virtue of the single tax? . . . The system re

moves land from the realm of speculation and it

eliminates taxation of development. It also prac

tically eliminates poverty. ... It is probable that

the time is near at hand when economic

conditions in this country will compel consideration

of the single tax idea, for it is the most logical me

dium for the bringing about of harmonious relations

between capital and labor, a desideratum that is

now a matter of keen national concern.

The Inner Meaning of Negro Disfranchisement.

The (Dallas, Tex.) Laborer (labor), Feb. 20.—

There is now before the House of Representatives at

Austin a proposition to establish an educational test

for voters in Texas. This can be done only by

amending the constitution by an election, but if the

question is submitted it will have a very good chance

of carrying. The machine politicians will support it,

for there is nething they fear like real democracy,

real people's rule. The franchise grabbing capital

ists will favor it, for they can handle a select num

ber of men (note the United States Senate) so very

conveniently. The capitalist newspapers will advo

cate it, for what their masters, the big capitalists,

want, they, too, want and work for. Yet not one

good reason can be alleged for the restriction, if we

take as our point of view that of a believer in the

people's rule. ... T he "Negro domination" fraud

has been worked out. In combination with misrepre

sentations as to the real purpose of the poll tax

amendment, the Negro vote was used to fool many

an unthinking voter eight years ago. Now many a

working man who voted to cut out the Negro vote

has found that the same poverty that keeps th

Negro from paying $1.75 for a vote, keeps him also.

And this in the face of th '''•ct that we have never

had any danger of "Negro tiomination." The real

reason for this proposition of an educational test is

the same as the real reason for the poll tax infamy.

It will cut out some voters. Every single voter so cut

out is a working man. The capitalist class is daily

assuming more complete control of the State of

Texas, and every workingman's vote destroyed,

makes the complete control by the owning class

easier. Every working man. every local or union of

worklngmen in Texas, ought to agitate and protest

against this proposed infamy.

RELATED THINGS

CONTRIBUTIONS AND REPRINT

UTOPIA.

E. Nesbit in London New Age.

There is a garden, made for our delight.

Where all the dreams we dare not dream come

true.

I know it. but I do not know the way.

We slip and stumble in the doubtful night.

Where everything is difficult and new.

And clouds our breath has made obscure the day.

The blank, unhappy towns, where sick men strive.

Still doing work that yet is never done.

The hymns to Gold that drown their desperate

voice;

The weeds that grow where once corn stood, alive.

The black injustice that puts out the sun,

These are our portion, since they are our choice

Yet there the garden blows, with rose on rose.

The sunny shadow-dappled lawns are there.

There the Immortal lilies, heavenly-sweei

Oh roses that for us shall not unclose!

Oh lilies that we shall not pluck or wear.'

Oh dewy lawns untrodden by our feet!

9 9 9

LAND MONOPOLY IN XVIth CEN

TURY ENGLAND.

From Sir Thomas More's "Utopia."

Wherever it is found that the sheep of any soil

yield a softer and richer wool than ordinary,

there the nobility and gentry, and even

those holy men, the abbots, not contented with

the old rents which their farms yielded, nor think

ing it enough that they, living at their ease, do

no good to the public, resolve to do it hurt in

stead of good. They stop the course of agricul

ture, destroying houses and towns, reserving only

the churches, and enclose grounds that they may

lodge their sheep in them. As if forests and

parks had swallowed up too little of the land,

those worthy countrymen turn the best inhabited

"Maces into solitudes ; for when an insatiable

wretch, who is a plague to his country, resolves

to enclose many thousand acres of ground, the

owners, as well as tenants, are turned out of th&;k
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possessions by trick or by main force, or, being

wearied out by ill usage, tbey are forced to sell

them; by which means those miserable people,

both men and women, married and unmarried,

old and young, with their poor but numerous

families (since country business requires mam

hands), are forced to change their seats, not

knowing whither to go; and they must sell, al

most for nothing, their household stuff, which

could not bring them much money, even though

they might stay for a buyer. When that little

money is at an end (for it will soon be spent),

what is left for them to do but either to steal, and

so be hanged (God knows how justly!) or to go

about and beg! And if they do this, they are put

in prison as idle vagabonds, while thev would will

ingly work, but can find none that will hire them;

for there is no more occasion for country labor,

to which they have been bred, when there is no

arable ground left. One shepherd can look after

a flock, which will stock an extent of ground that

would require many hands if it were to be

ploughed and reaped.

LANDLORDISM'S BOGEY-MAN.

Answer by the London Daily Chronicle of January 22,

to the "Poor Widow" Argument Against

Land Value Taxation.

The principle of our proposal will not be con

tested; its application to large estates, and to land

kept vacant while its value rises, will be welcomed.

But an outcry is raised on behalf of the small

freeholder and the small farmer—not by them-

se'res, but by others who are curiously solicitous

of their interests while thinking of their own.

The great vested interests always lurk in the back

ground and put the small people in the front.

But the intelligent small freeholder or farmer who

follows our discussion closely, and understands

what the effect of the new taxation must be, will

see that in the end he has nothing to lose, but

if he is a producer or a house, as well as a land,

owner everything to gain.

The truth is that these "small" cases—which

do not all involve individual hardship—are put

forward with a very definite purpose. That pur

pose is to divert public attention from the great

landowners themselves. Behind the widow's

ground rent are the vast incomes of the great

ground landlords of London and other towns,

swollen by generations of absorption of "un

earned" increment. Behind the small owner's

plot of land are the huge deer forests of Scot

land and the grouse moors of Yorkshire; the ru

ral estates from which the population is being

slowly driven by the refusal of cottages and small

holdings; and the enormous mineral wealth of

Wales and the northern counties. Many of the

wonderful natural opportunities of our land are

not utilized to anything like their full extent,

simply because it does not suit the pleasure or

profit of their owners. To these the taxation of

land values will come as a much-needed spur to

the performance of duties which they are in honor

bound to render to the nation, in return for the

splendid privileges they enjoy. We have to look

beyond the "fighting line" and remember that

England's future prosperity largely depends on

the best use being made of English land.

It cannot be too often reiterated that the pro

posal to which we are committed, modest though

it be, is very far-reaching. Tt involves a com

plete change in our system of taxing real prop

erty. We say that taxation according to use is

wrong, and that actual market value is the proper

basis of charge. And for nearly two months

there has been no effective attempt to controvert

that proposition by argument.

Some correspondents point out that a tax on

the value of land would inflict hardship on cer

tain interested individuals.

Was there ever a change of taxation that did

not inflict hardship on individuals? Every year,

as Budget day approaches, there is a growing

anxiety in our markets, and much searching of

heart in the great centers of wealth, as to pos

sible changes in taxation. The tea duty has been

altered several times during recent years. At

each raising of the duty merchants with small

stocks and large orders have suffered. At each

reduction the owrners of large duty-paid stock

have felt the pinch. So with sugar—and coal.

No Chancellor cf the Exchequer can possibly ac

cept individual hardship as a real reason against

a change of taxation. No doubt there is a duty

laid upon him to make changes in such a way

as to minimize these hardships as far as possible.

But, once admit them as a valid argument against

a new tax, and there is no ground on which al

terations in taxation can be justified. The adop

tion of this line of defense against our proposal

is significant in a high degree. It means—and

can only mean—that on the broad ground of na

tional welfare there is no answer to our policy.

As we have said, most of the cases of hardship

submitted to us relate to "small" people. The

"small" freeholder, the "small" investor, the poor

widow who derives a scantv income from srround

rents, the city clerk, who invests his "small" sav

ings in a plot of land—these and others of the same

character are the cases advanced to prejudice the

application of a just and sound principle to the

taxation of real property. To read the harrow

ing details and lugubrious comments of some of

our correspondents might lead a stranger to im

agine that England was a country of "small"

owners and "small" investors, and that 6uch peo

ple as ducal landowners and millionaires belonged

to an antediluvian species, occasionally met with

on the opposite shore of the Atlantic. As the
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"Great Landlord Bird"' says in one of F. C. G.'a

recent cartoons, "It's no use coming here, Mr.

Lloyd George ; I'm extinct !"

Now, we cannot let the small owners off. That

is impossible. All the big estates would imme

diately be divided and sub-divided in such a way

as to escape the tax, and its yield would be re

duced to an enormous extent. It might be pos

sible to graduate the tax, but not at first. More

over, if it is a good thing to limit, by means of a

tax, the power over industry possessed by the

great landowner, it is an equally good thing to

limit the similar power possessed by the small

landowner. But what is too often forgotten by

our adversaries is that the ownership of land nec

essarily involves the ownership also of a certain

amount of wealth produced by industry—houses

and buildings of all kinds, machinery and other

appliances necessary to the use and enjoyment

of land. Our proposal for the alteration in the

system of taxing real property, as we have

throughout insisted, has a twofold aspect. The

taxation of land according to its market value

must be accompanied by the exemption of the

products of industry. And so, while land values

will be reduced, industry values will benefit—in

whatever hands they may be.

MAHMOUD AND KASAJAS.

Mahmoud the Great on a journey went;

His thoughts were on war and conquest bent.

Kasajas followed him, musing too,

But what his thoughts were, no man knew.

The Sultan spoke: "My wise Vizier,

Marvelous things of thee I hear.

Say, is it true, as men declare,

That thou knowest the speech of the birds of the

air?"

Kasajas answered, "Sire, 'tis truth,

A dervish taught me the art in youth.

Whatever by birds is said or sung

I comprehend like my mother tongue."

Two screech-owls sat on a plane-tree bare;

With notes discordant they filled the air.

The Sultan pointed: "Tell me, pray,

What is it those birds of evil say?"

Kasajas listened: "Oh, sire, I fear

To tell thee plainly the thing I hear.

Those hateful screech-owls talk of thee!"

"Verily! What can they say of me?

Tell me the truth, and have no fear;

The truth is best for a monarch's ear."

"Thy servant, sire, obeys thy words.

This Is the talk of those evil birds:

'I am content,' said the elder one,

'Unto thy daughter to wed my son,

If twenty villages, ruined all.

To her for her dowry portion fall.'

'Three times twenty such Instead

Shall be her portion,' the other said.

'Long may Allah, the kind and good,

Preserve the life of the great Mahmoud!

Wherever he rides, there will be no lack

Of ruined villages in his track!"'

The Sultan's dreams were dark that night.

When came the dawn of the morning light,

He rose from a couch where he found no ease,

And sent an embassage of peace.

—Alice Stone Blackweil.

LABOR INJUNCTIONS.

A Review by Edwin C. Pierce in the Providence (R.I.)

Sunday Journal of November 29, 1908.

The Denver platform contained three essential

declarations on the subject of labor injunctions.

One declared in favor of jury trial in cases of

indirect contempt. The platform also declared

that there should be no abridgment of the right of

wage earners and producers to organize for the

protection of wages and the improvement of labor

conditions, to the end that such labor organiza

tions and their members should not be regarded

as illegal combinations in restraint of trade.

The real controversy was over the question of

the grounds on which injunctions should be is

sued in industrial disputes. The Denver -plat

form declared "injunctions should not be issued

in any cases in which injunctions would not issue

if no industrial dispute were involved." Mr. Taft

criticised this plank of the Denver platform as

loosely drawn and of uncertain meaning. I think

his criticism was well founded. Mr. Bryan and

the Democratic party would have been far strong

er if the Denver platform had frankly recognized

that the real question is whether the boycott, pri

mary or secondary, is to be legalized, and had in

dorsed the principle of the 1'earre Anti-Injunc

tion bill.

Mr. Taft was frank in his carefully wrought

out acceptance speech, but I think he took un

tenable ground. He undertook to say what the

rights of labor are in industrial disputes and what

labor cannot lawfully do. He was only quoting

the substance of judge-made law, the opinions of

judges, and he ignored altogether the impressive

dissenting opinions which have been given.

It is not for Mr. Taft to lay down a bill of

rights on the subject of labor. That remains for

Congress and State legislatures to do, as the Brit

ish Parliament has already done. Mr. Taft, how

ever, expressly sanctioned the primary boycott as

legal, saying that labor unions have a right "to

withdraw themselves and their associates from

dealings with or giving custom to those with

whom we are in controversy." He drew

the line at the secondary boycott, declaring that

unions have not the right to injure their em

ployer's business "by carrying on what is some

times known as a secondary boycott against his

customers or those with whom he deals in busi

ness." He was frank in declaring bluntly against

the secondary boycott, although gravely in error

when he said the principle that the secondary hoy
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cott is illegal has been "for a great many years

settled by the courts of this country and that it is

so well settled that it is futile further to dis

cuss the proposition."

Not only had there been impressive dissenting

opinion, impressive because coming from eminent

judges, but on the first day of June, 1908, less

than two months before Judge Taft accepted his

nomination, the Supreme Court of an American

State, without dissent, in a carefully considered

opinion, upheld the legality of the secondary boy

cott. 1 do not suppose Judge Taft was aware of

the fact when he spoke. Mr. Taft, however, clearly

intended to say not only that the secondary boy

cott is held illegal by a majority of judges, but

that it ought to be illegal.

As he was making a pretty full discussion of

the rights of labor, it would have been more frank

for him to refer to the fact that there is pending

in Congress a bill, known as the Pearre Anti-

Injunction bill, demanded by the American Fed

eration of Labor, which, if enacted, would legalize

the secondary as well as the primary boycott. If

he had referred to it, Mr. Taft would have been

obliged to declare against such legislation. The

Pearre bill, introduced by a Republican Con

gressman from Maryland, would legalize the boy

cott by simply providing that it shall not be

deemed unlawful for several persons to do in com

bination what either of them might lawfully do

individually.

As a legal question this matter of the boycott

involves simply the right of every person to con

trol his own patronage or dealing in any way, and

to bestow his trade or favor just as he pleases,

for any reason he pleases, or for no reason. No

one ever disputed that legal right, and yet courts

have held that members of a labor union, each

one of whom has that right, cannot agree among

themselves to bestow or withhold their patronage

according to their view of their common interests.

The labor question is a large question and will

require time, patience, justice and statesmanship

for its complete solution. It will be a dangerous

mistake if the legal rights of labor unions are not

recognized at an early day. It will not be long,

now that the question has become acute, before

it will be a matter of wonder that the legal princi

ples for which the American Federation of Labor

contends were ever disputed. It is a pity that the

labor injunctions issue was not treated with the

utmost frankness on both sides. It was not.

Neither Mr. Taft nor Mr. Bryan made the slight

est allusion to the Pearre bill which the Federa

tion had made its fighting demand, nor did they

discuss the propriety of such legislation. Nor

was it brought out on the side of Mr. Bryan, not

even by Mr. Oompers, that great judges have up

held the very principle* which Mr. Taft con

demned as without standing in the courts of this

country. It is a disgrace to American politics

that the Presidential campaign of 1908 was not

made the occasion of as great and clarifying a

discussion as Lincoln and Douglas gave to the

great questions involved in the Dred Scott de

cision. Nothing can be gained and grave injury

may be done to the country by suppressing or

avoiding a full and frank discussion of the legal

and social questions relating to labor unionism.

The legal status and the legal principles involved

should be thoroughly understood and fairly con

sidered.

The Presidential campaign had almost reached

its end without any real debate on the injunction

question, when Mr. Roosevelt and Senator Knox,

evidently acting in concert, challenged Mr. Bryan

to declare whether the Democratic platform meant

an indorsement of the principles of the Pearre

anti-injunction bill. To this question, sprung

within about a week of the election, Mr. Bryan

made no categorical reply.

Mr. Roosevelt, indeed, addressed his letter di

rectly to Mr. Gompers and denounced the provi

sion of the Pearre bill on the subject of conspi

racy as unconstitutional, because it would legalize

the secondary boycott, which he declared to be

cruel and wicked.

The President said that so clearly unconstitu

tional was the Pearre bill in its provision that no

man shall be prosecuted for conspiracy in a labor

dispute when the act for which he is prosecuted

is not unlawful when committed by an indi

vidual that it would certainly be held unconstitu

tional by the Supreme Court unless, indeed, Mr.

Bryan as President should pack the court to up

hold it. This is the same thing as saying that no

decent judge, no judge selected on account of his

standing as a jurist, would uphold such a doctrine,

even if enacted by Congress. Mr. Gompers could

have made the crushing reply that one of the

present justices of the Supreme Court, Mr. Jus

tice Holmes, formerly Chief Justice of the Su

preme Judicial Court of Massachusetts, when on

the Supreme bench of Massachusetts, gave a dis

senting opinion upholding the legality of the sec

ondary bovcott in the strongest terms. The case

is Plant vs. Woods, 176 Massachusetts 492, de

cided in 1900. The wit of man could not imag

ine a more extreme case than the opinion Judge

Holmes upheld. If any lawyer will read Judge

Holmes's opinion, he will say that, without pack

ing, at least one Supreme Court judge is already

on record in favor of the principles of the Pearre

bill.

Judge Holmes does not stand alone. Judge

Caldwell, in the United State Circuit Court in

1897 (83 Fed. Rep., 912), gave a dissenting

opinion against the injunction restraining a boy

cott against a firm using machines to hoop barrels

and in his opinion Judge Caldwell condemns the

practice of taking crimes from the jury by turn

ing them into contempts. If any lawyer will read
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Judge Caldwell's opinion he will read a very

stern denunciation of the labor injunction, calling

the proposition that it is unlawful for men to do

collectively what they may lawfully do indi

vidually, a relic of the Dark Ages. The Missouri

Supreme Court in 1902 upheld boycotts as legal.

On the first day of June of the present year the

Supreme Court of the State of Montana, in the

Lindsay case, upheld the legality of the boycott,

whether primary or secondary. The Montana

court says:

Certainly It cannot be said that Lindsay & Co.

had a property right in the trade of any particular

person. In this country patronage depends upon

good will, and we do not think that it will be con

tended by anyone that it was wrongful or unlawful

or violated any right of the plaintiff company for

any particular individual in Billings to withdraw his

patronage from Lindsay & Co. or from any other

concern which might be doing business with that

company, and tha* too, without regard to his rea

son for doing so.

But there can be found running through our legal

literature many remarkable statements that an act

perfectly lawful when done by one person becomes

by some sort of legerdemain criminal when done by

two or more persons acting in concert, and this

upon the theory that the concerted action amounts

to a conspiracy.

But with this doctrine we do not agree.

If an individual is clothed with a right when act

ing alone, he does not lose such right merely by act

ing with others, each of whom is clothed with the

same right.

There is the secondary boycott upheld by the

Supreme Court of a Republican State on June 1,

and yet in July Judge Taft said that the doctrine

that the secondary boycott is illegal is so well set

tled that "it is futile further 'to discuss the propo

sition." It is, indeed, true that the majority of

the decisions are in accord with Judge Taft's view,

but evidently the question is not settled. The

most recent decision—the Montana—sustains the

contention of labor.

Perhaps as important a fact as any, in consid

ering the probable outcome, is that in Great

Britain, Parliament, after 20 years of agitation,

passed an act in 1906 embodying in the most

radical form the very principle of the Pearre bill

which Mr. Roosevelt denounces as so dreadful.

In conclusion I desire to say that I have pre

sented this matter in its legal aspect in the

November McClure's. Samuel Gompers says:

"Personally I should prefer to use only the pri

mary boycott in our disputes. That is, I would

rather boycott only the goods of the person op

posing us, and not those of the second party—the

dealer who buys from him. But that is a ques

tion of ethics or policy."

Mr. Gompers is quite right in disfavoring the

use of the secondary boycott. Boycotts of all

kinds and strikes will recede .into the background

as better remedies for industrial injustice come

forward. Effective arbitration is a much better

remedy. As long, however, as a condition of in

dustrial warfare exists or impends, as Mr. Taft a

year ago gravely declared it does, it is natural and

it is necessary for organized labor to insist upon

being left in possession of its legal weapons of

defence.

And it is not in the interest of the peace and

good order of society to treat so important a ques

tion as settled without the fullest consideration

and debate.

*r *r t

THE NEW MOON.

"New Moon tonight!" you will hear them say,

Turning their eyes to the glint of gold;

But this, as you know, is their quaint little way—

For the Moon she Is centuries old!

She swings like a boat in the darkening sky,

A boat that is gilded from stem to stern,

And "Turn your money!" the old wives cry—

But every moon we have less to turn.

Yet saint and sinner and baron and boor.

In log-built cabin or marble hall,

Happy-go-lucky and rich and poor—

The brave little Moon has a smile for all.

Her cargo has listed astern, this trip,

And her bows are above the foam,

But «he ploughs away down in the mists, a ship

That is eager enough for home.

Alone in the drifts of the leagueless heights

Her course to the west she steers,

Rail-high with the lore of a million nights

And the legends of all the years.

"New Moon tonight!" so the people say;

But the winds that cross her and croon

They have sung in her silvery sails all day.

And they know her the old, old Moon.

And the pine-trees listen and toss their heads

And laugh in a splendid scorn,

For the old Moon sailed by their cradle-beds

Before the speakers were born.

"New Moon tonight!" So the people say,

Lifting their eyes to the curve of gold;

But this, as you know, is their quaint little way—

For the Moon she is centuries old!

—Will H. Ogilvie.

BOOKS

THE MODERN CHILD.

The Town Child. By Reginald A. Bray, L. C. C.

Published by T. Fisher Unwin, Adelphi Terrace,

London. Price net In Great Britain, 7s 6d—about

11.85.

Unwin books would look readable whether

worth the reading or not, so attractive are they as
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products of the book-maker's art. And they are

worth the reading, too, as may be inferred from

such titles as "The Heart of the Empire," "The

Governance of London," "Woman's Work and

Wages," "The Sanitary Evolution of London,"

"The Housing Problem," "Kealities at Home."

"Imperialism," "The Church and the People,"

and "The Past and the Future,"—the last by

G. M. Trevelyan, and all of them by experts in

their several fields.

The Umvin edition of Mr. Bray's book, now

under consideration, is no exception either as to

typographical attractiveness or essential value.

It attempts to find a solution to the problem of

the town so far as concerns the town-reared child.

The inquiry proceeds quite logically from the

problem of the town itself, through a considera

tion of man and his environment, and on to the

relations of the child to its life, to the school, to

religion, and to the world.

Aside from its excellences and defects, and it

lias both, this book is a remarkable exemplifica

tion of the influence of that philosophy of social

life, or congeries of philosophies, which omits

from vital consideration the part played by mo

nopolization of the place where social phenomena

occur. It would seem obvious that in any inquiry

into social phenomena two factors are fundamen

tal—the human, or active factor; and the planet,

the ultimate condition of all phases of human

life, the passive factor in all social phenomena.

Obvious also, it would seem, would be the vital

influence upon social phenomena, of general en

slavement of the human or active factor; and

equally obvious, one might suppose, would be the

influence upon those phenomena, of general mo

nopolization of the planetary or passive factor.

Yet the philosophies to which we allude, and

which are now happily passing, ignore this indis

pensable passive factor, or give it only a minor

and quite unimportant place.

Mr. Bray has done that -very thing in this book

on the town child. He seems to see the relation

of the great passive factor to the child as hardly

more than a diminishing relation to rural scenes.

The town has no land, or if it has any, you can't

see it for the houses and the machines; and any

how it is of too little importance for considera

tion when there are so many people to consider.

The active factor looms so large in itself, as

fairly to crowd the effect of monopolizing the oth

er wholly out of Mr. Bray's problem. And so we

are led to see the town, not as presenting dif

ferences in degree from primitive society in "the

woodland days," with the same social principles

operative though more intensely and subtly, but

as presenting differences of kind. With a foun

dation thus defective, it must be difficult to build,

■is Mr. Bray tries to do, with security or confi

dence. It is not unlike riding a bicycle minus

one of the wheels—barely possible, but only as an

exhibition "stunt."

Mr. Bray holds himself well to his task, how

ever, and in many of the most important details

of social inquiry, including most of the primary

principles of social activity, his thought strikes

true. He recognizes, for instance, the vital dif

ference between the collective and the individual

forces of society. Yet his search for an equili

brium is not convincing in its results. Possibly

he does find the equilibrium in assigning pioneer

ing to individual enterprise, and collective activi

ties to demonstrated enterprises; but, if these

things are governed by natural law, it strikes us

as impossible to pass judgment until the influence

of arbitrary interferences with exchange and of

arbitrary monopoly of the planetary sites for so

cial activity, are considered.

We should incline, upon considering those in

fluences, to believe that the question of individ

ual or collective activities (using these terms in

the author's sense of private or governmental)

would be determined by the simple fact of wheth

er in the very nature of the case a government

license to pursue them was necessary or not If it

was necessary, then the enterprise would be es

sentially collective or governmental; whereas, if

no government license was necessary in the very

nature of the case, then the enterprise would be

essentially individual or private. But inasmuch as

exchange is arbitrarily obstructed, and the planet

is arbitrarily monopolized, the influence of free

trade and equality of planetary opportunity upon

the line between collectivism and individualism

can oaly be inferred, and we must concede that

Mr. Bray may possibly have made a good guess.

We agree freely, however,—in truth we insist—

that he is at least "very warm," as children say at

"hide-and-seek," at many points in his search

for a true path of social reform. What he says

of the child and the school is within this cate

gory. So, too, is what he says of the child and

religion ; and also this fine summing up of what

religion is "from the cradle to the grave and on

into the great unknown" : "Religion is individual,

because it is concerned with a man's soul ; it is

universal, because it is concerned with all men's

souls. It is domestic and parochial, because noth

ing is too small for its survey ; it is patriotic and

world wide because nothing is too large. It be

longs to no one relation, because it belongs to all;

it enters all but only to widen their scope and in

tensify their significance; it breaks down the

chains of self-interest, but only to unite them

again in the brotherhood of humanity. In its

eyes all men are equal, without parents and with

out country, because all men are divine, sons of

one Father and fellow citizens of His kingdom."

It is indeed true, as our author says on another

page, "that all real progress has been made in the

past and will be made in the future by the con



March 12, 19U9. 261The Public

version of passive into active relations; in other

words, by adding the warm glow of human sym

pathy to the passionless and mechanical ties that

bind us to our fellow men." And this glow of

active relationship, of inter-human love, spreads

outward to one individual, to a few, to many,

and, thus becoming "at once the example and

the earnest of a widely diffused sentiment," ulti

mately to all.

This may be mystical, but what of it if it is?

Everything is mystical. Eating and sleeping are

mystical, but they are true. And after all, the

question is whether what one says is true, and not

whether it is mystical.

OUR NEED OF CANALS.

Artificial Waterways and Commercial Development.

By A. Barton Hepburn. Published by the Mac-

mlllan Co., New York, 1909. Price, $1.00 net.

The author, a New York bunker of somewhat

wide professional and political experience, de

votes by far the greater part of his brief book to

the history of the Erie and its allied canals. This,

to the present generations in whose memory the

great triumph of the canal's completion has no

place, is a story both of interest and value. The

account of the New York State canals is preced

ed by a short and well-written chapter on the

world's canals, and followed by some hopeful

words about Panama.

Facts and figures are all well put, an index and

appendix full of transportation tables adding to

their usefulness; but to all the author's conclusions

not every reader would agree. For instance, he

takes occasion to speak explicitly against govern

ment ownership of any enterprise which can be

privately financed ; and in taking the neglected

Erie canal as a horrible example, puts in this curi

ous observation, so frank before, so foolish after

the comma: "Doubtless the railway interests as

sisted in making the canal record a deplorable

one, but this fact merely adds emphasis to the op

position to public ownership." That privately

owned railroads should oppose publicly owned

canals seems natural, but to take that fact as an

argument against public ownership is like using

the small boy's active desire for all the jam, as a

reason against the family's having a jam-pot.

ANOELINE LOESCH.

BOOKS RECEIVED

—Letters of a Japanese Schoolboy ("Hashlmura

Togo"). By Wallace Irwin. Published by Double-

day, Page & Co., New York. 1909. Price, $1.50.

—New 'Hampshire As a Royal Province. By Wil

liam Henry Fry, Ph.D., Sometime Schiff Fellow In

Political Science. Vol. xxlx, No. 2, of Studies In

History, Economics and Public Law. Edited by the

Faculty of Political Science of Columbia University.

Published by Longmans, Green & Co., New York,

and P. S. King & Son, London.

—Twenty-second Annual Report of the Commis

sioner of Labor (1907). Labor Laws of the United

States, with Decisions of Courts relating thereto.

Transmitted to Congress by Charles P. Nelll. Com

missioner of Labor, through Oscar S. Straus, Secre

tary of the Department of Commerce and Labor.

Published by the Government Printing Office, Wash

ington.

PAMPHLETS

Land in the United States.

An essay on our national resources, even though

an official document, which begins with the state

ment that "in the last analysis all material wealth,

all the comforts and necessaries of life, are the prod

uct of two elements—nature and labor," is worthy of

study, for it implies that the writers' thought is

clear. And that is the way the document on "The

Future Use of Land in the United States," Forest

Service circular 159 of the Department of Agricul

ture, does begin. The work is by Raphael Zon.

Margin Trading and Gambling.

Prefaced with a chapter from his forthcoming

book, "The Monopoly of the Exchanges," L. E. Bos-

tedo (108 La Salle St., Chicago), formerly of the

Chicago Stock Exchange and the Chicago Board of

Trade, issues this pamphlet discussion on the influ

ence between margin trading and gambling. He

treats the question as altogether one of economics,

margin-trading having economic functions and

gambling having none. The difference is Illustrated

with this example: "If one man' should wager an

other that wheat would sell in Chicago at $1.10

before it sells at 90 cents and the challenge should

be accepted, the contract would be clearly gambling,

as it would perform no economic function whatever;

but if one man contracted to sell, and the other to

buy ten thousand bushels of wheat at $1.10 for fu

ture delivery', the contract would not be gambling,

even though the parties to it both regarded them

selves as gamblers; for their act would be one of

the countless acts the aggregate of which makes the

market and determines the price of one of the

futures In wheat."

PERIODICALS

Henry Wade Rogers makes a simple, clear and

therefore Interesting elementary exposltiou of the

subject of International law, in the Chautauciuan

(Chautauqua, N. Y.) for February. It Is supplement

ed with Ellhu Root's address on the sanctions of

international law before the American Society of

International Law. The two papers, and they are

very brief, afford all the education on the subject

that the ordinary citizen needs, whether for general.
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purposes or as a basis for understanding particular

disputes..

will always disturb you in time of peace, which is

ever to be more considered than war.—More's Utopia.

' ' Joseph Edwards, the originator of the "Labor

Annual" and the "Reformers' Year Book," is pre

paring for publication a reference book on all as

pects of land and taxation reform (vol. xi., p. fi03) to

be called "The Land Reformers' Handbook: For Ev

eryday Reference by all who Use the Earth." It is

to be published in April at 21 Palace Square, Nor

wood, London, S. E.

It seems very unreasonable that, for the prospect

of a war, which you need never have but when you

please, you should maintain so many idle men, as

"I say, Elsa, what are you going to serve for des

sert?"

"Oh, the usual things—cakes, candy and opera

singers; then ices, liqueurs and professional solo

ists; afterward fruit, coffee and poets."—Fliegende

Blaetter.

+ + +

"A school teacher once told her class that the

courage which makes us do what we think right, re-

gardless,of the sneers of others, was moral courage,

the best kind.

"'Then, if a' boy has a box of candy, like me yes

terday,- said a lad, 'and if he eats it all himself,

^ You cannot afford to miss our Advertising. <J It changes every week.
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PUBLIC MEETING
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Legislative Protection for Women Workers

in Massachusetts.
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"God Knows."

"... the fearfully glutted conditions of the labor market.

'God knows. I don't,' said Mr. Taft when asked the cause of these

conditions. Isn't it time, then, to ask God for information?"

The above is a part of an editorial in The Public of

Feb. 26, page 195. I answer: I think so. He has al

ready answered the question in Deuteronomy 15:4-5.

He says that "There shall be no poor," there shall be

full employment and fair wages for all, on certain con

ditions stated in the text. These conditions I have

earnestly studied for twenty years, and I would like to

send circulars, to all who agree with the editor of Thk

Public that it is time to ask God for information.

Address, REV. JAMES B. CONVERSE,

Route 5, Morristown, Term.

Ernest Crosby's

Life of Garrison

Garrison, the Non- Resistant, with its record of

a little known phase of William Lloyd

Garrison's life, and its remarkable non-

resistant analysis of the Civil War situa

tion, we carry in the original blue cloth

edition, with portrait, at fifty cents.

<J We carry also a twenty-five cent edi

tion, lacking the portrait, bound in a

heavy, durable drab paper. There is no

charge for postage on either edition.
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Complete with the issue of Dec. 25, 1908.
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is ready for delivery.

Price. $2.00

By express prepaid in the United

States, Canada, Cuba or Mexico, $1,50
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without giving any to people that have no right (o it,

no matter how much they call him mean and stingy

—that there's moral courage, ain*t it, teacher?' *'—

Washington Star.

"J'ust think! The baby weighs only six pounds."

"That is because you had the Junk buyer weigh it

on his scales. Just wait until the ice man comes

along and ask him. You will discover then that the

baby is a monster, weighing twenty-five pounds at

the very least."—Nashville American.

"My furs are like those!" exclaimed little Louise,

while walking through the store.

"Why," exclaimed the mother, "you have no furs

of any kind!"

"Yes I have." protested the child, "and they are

lined with kittens, too."—Lutheran Observer.

The Public
The Public is a weekly review, giving In concise and plain

terms, with lucid explanations and without editorial

bias, all the news of the world of historical value.

It is also an editorial paper, and, though it abstains from

mingling editorial opinions with its news accounts, it

has opinions of a pronounced character, based upon the

principles of fundamental democracy, which, in the col

umns reserved for editorial comment, it expresses fully

and freely, without favor or prejudice, without fear of

consequences, and without regard to any considerations

of personal or business advantage. Yet it makes no

pretensions to Infallibility, either in opinions or in

statements of fact; it simply aspires to a deserved

reputation for intelligence and.honesty in both.

Besides its editorial and news features, the paper con

tains a department entitled Related Things, in which

appear articles and extracts upon various subjects,

verse as well as prose, chosen alike for their literary

merit and their wholesome human interest In relation

to the progress of democracy.

We aim to make The Public a paper that is not only

worth reading, but also worth filing.

Published weekly by Louis F. Post, Ellsworth BIdg., 357

Dearborn St., Chicago, 111.

Entered at the Chicago, Illinois, Postofflce as second class

matter.

Terms of Subscription

Yearly $1.00

Half yearly 60

Quarterly 26

Single copies OS

Trial subscription—4 weeks 10

Extra copies in quantity, $2.00 per 100, In lots of 60 and

upward; if addressed to individuals, $3.50 per 100.

Free of postage in United States, Cuba and Mexico.

Elsewhere, postage extra, at the rate of one cent per

week, or 50 cents per year.

All checks, drafts, postoffice money orders and express

money orders should be made payable to the order of

Louis F. Post. Money orders or Chicago, or New York

Drafts, are preferred, on account of exchange charges

by the Chicago banks.

Subscribers wishing to change address must give the old

address as well as the new one.

Receipt of payment is shown In about two weeks by date

on wrapper, which shows when the subscription expires.

All subscribers are requested to note this date and to

remit promptly for renewal of subscription when due,

or order it discontinued if the paper is no longer de

sired.

0 Advertising Rates

One page, each Insertion $20.00

Half-page, each insertion 10.00

Quarter-page, each Insertion 6.00

One Inch, each Insertion 1.20

Half-Inch, each insertion 60

Two columns to the page; length of column, 8% Inches;

width of column, 3 Inches.

Advertising forms close on the Monday preceding the Fri

day of publication.

From

"The American Machinist"

June 14, 1906:

"A reader who has

noticed the numer

ous communications

on the subject of

keeping the hands

free of machine-shop

dirt and grease says

that in his experience

he has found Fels-

Naptha soap to be

the best thing for

keeping the hands

clean when working

in the machine shop;

one of its great ad

vantages being that

it does not require

to be used with hot

water but is effective

with cold."



2fU
Twelft'.i Volume

The Public

I —

 

 

est Seven Jewel Watch *7&*9

 

Everybody knows what great value the Dollar Watch

has always been. The new Ingersoll-Trenlon offers the

same kind of value in a high-grade 7 jewel watch. It

is the first fine watch ever produced and sold on an

economical basis. The reason is plain.

The same underlying principles of specialization, which made the

Dollar watch possible are now applied in another field, and in another

factory, to the making of this high grade 7 jewel watch. The entire

"I-T" factory concentrates upon one watch only, producing it in

enormous quantities and at enormously reduced costs by systems known

only to the Ingersoll organization. Other factories make many grades,

styles and sizes, each in relatively small quantities and at correspondingly

high costs. For the most part they make movements only which they

ship out without performing on them the final and crucial operations of

casing, testing and regulating. Hence they cannot guarantee the com

pleted watches.

The "I-T" is cased at the factory, and is timed, adjusted and regulated

with all the facilities that only a factory possesses. Here is the first

high-grade watch sold with a definite printed guarantee covering the en

tire watch, movement, case and assembling.

Except in number of jewels the "I-T" is equal to the highest

priced of other makes. Having but one watch to make, the "I-T"

factory combines in this one all the workmanship and improved

features which others reserve for their extravagantly jeweled, most

profitable models. It is the only 7 jewel watch ever made in all

other respects like a full jeweled model; it has the best materials

obtainable, the same bridge model, micrometer adjustment, com

pensating balance, safety pinion, Breguet hair-spring of the very best

watches and a special patented stem-wind superior to any other ever

made. It has that full, strong regular motion of the balance, distin

guishing the well made, accurate-running watch.

The "I-T" is sold only in the special "I-T" cases, which are

made in 3 grades: Solid nickel, $5.00; 10-year gold filled, $7.00,

and 20-year gold filled, $9.00. The "IT " gold filled cases are

honest value and unlike many of the fraudulently stamped caststhey

con'.ain sufficient gold to give actual wear for the full guarantee pitiod.

These watchcs'are sold only through responsible iewetert who receive

them direct from the factory, saving you wholesaler's profits. Sent by

express prepaid by us on receipt of price if not locally obtainable.

[Booklet —Send for our Booklet No. 116 giving detailed descriptions and watch informa

tion never before made public.

INGERSOLL WATCHES

The Dollar Watch is theevery-day, every-purpose watch. Through 17

years of service it has proven to the American people that it is sufficient

for all ordinary needs. It has established itself as a feature of American

life and now commands a sale of over 12,000 watches a day. It is fully

guaranteed for accuracy and durability. Ingersoll watches are also made

in ladies' size, the "Midget,'' at $2.00, and the new thin-model,

"Junior," $2.00.

The Dimi INGERBOLL If always lumped on th« dial of genuine Ingersoll watcbea- Look for It.

SolJ by 60,000 dealers or postpaid bu ui. [Booklet free.

Robt. H. Ingersoll & Bro., ^^^g*

When writing to Advertisers jlease mention THE PUBLIC.
100


