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No, 572

EDITORIAL
Extremes.
"Extremes meet," said a plutocratic Republic
an, in allusion to the entrance of a Democrat or
two into President Taft's cabinet. "And so they
do when a dog puts his tail into his mouth," was
the response of a democratic Democrat ; "but both
extremes belong to the same dog."
4+
Popular Government or Railroad Government.
Judge Anderson's ruling in the Standard Oil re
bating case (p. 273) is another exemplification of
the extreme difficulty, so extreme as to amount to
impossibility, of government regulation of rail
ways. It goes to prove definitely what reflection
upon general conditions would suggest in advance
of particular proof, that the little finger of high
way monopoly is stronger than the loins of popular
government. Highway monopoly and popular gov
ernment cannot exist together. The moral of this
decision is the familiar one that the government
must own the railroads or the railroads will rule
the government.
+
+
New House Rules.
The Fitzgerald amendment to the rules of the
lower House of Congress (p. 271) appears from
all the circumstances to have been the result of a
"Cannonical arrangement." It had not been
brought before the Democratic caucus, although
it was offered in the House bv a Democratic
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member as an amendment to the Democratic cau
cus measure. It was offered so swiftly that no in
ference is reasonable that it may have been of
fered to overcome insuperable obstacles to the
caucus measure; the more obvious inference is that
its purpose was to sidetrack the caucus measure.
It was opposed by the Democratic leader, Champ
Clark; and while supported by every one of the
four Democrats who had voted with the Cannon
Republicans in favor of the old and arbitrary
rules, it was opposed by all but two of the "in
surgent" Republicans. These circumstances are
suspicious. And what does this Fitzgerald amend
ment accomplish, anyhow? If it does much to
ward restoring deliberative functions to the House.
its adaptability to that purpose is not very ap
parent.
+ +
The Proof of the Pudding.
Once upon a time a young mechanic who be
lieved in protection fell into a dispute with an
old veteran of the Civil War over the tariff ques
tion. Said the young mechanic: "You were all
right, old fellow, in your day; but you are behind
the times now. You don't know what you are
talking about." '"Perhaps not," replied the canny
veteran; "but I've been voting for pensions while
you've been voting for protection, and here's some
of my pension money. See? Now, can you show
any protection money?"
The Negro Problem.
It has remained for a Southern white man of
Southern ancestry, to make a clear, true, complete
and thoroughly democratic exposition of the Ne
gro question. We allude to Quincy Ewing's dis
cussion of "The Heart of the Race Problem," in
the March Atlantic. One by one, Mr. Ewing
takes up the white man's objections to the Negro,
and gently but mercilessly tears them to shreds.
Is the Negro lazy, and does that make him a
problem for his white neighbors? The facts are
against it. In Southern communities Negroes are
choice workmen, workmen of highest efficiency,
workmen who are so much in demand that he who
should "attempt to inveigle a few dozen of the lazi
est away" from any Southern community, would
"be likely to take his life in his hands after the
usual warning is disregarded."

Is the Negro peculiarly criminal, and does that
make him a problem? No. What if the white

man's statistics of the white man's administra
tion do indicate it ? The fact is otherwise. Al
though Negroes of the South occupy the social
plane "which everywhere else supplies the jail,
the penitentiary, the gallows, with the greatest
number of their victims," yet "in every other com
munity the doers of society's rough work, the re
cipients of its meagerest rewards, are chargeable,
relatively, with the greatest number of crimes."
It is the Negro's economic condition that brings
him under the ban of the criminal law, and not
any racial trait. Indeed, "it is abundantly cer
tain that no race of people anywhere are more
easily controlled than the Negroes by the guardi
ans of law and order." Nor do the facts support
the frequent charge that "the Negro's worst crimes
partake of a brutality that is peculiarly racial."
One need but observe for a week the crime re
ports of any cosmopolitan newspaper to sec that
"the Negro's worst crimes, with all their shocking
accompaniments, are, not seldom but often, du
plicated by white men."

+
Is it the Negro's ignorance then that makes him
a problem? "Hardly." answers Mr. Ewing; "for,
almost to a man, the people who most parade and
most rail at the race problem in private conversa
tion, on the political platform, and in the pages
of newspapers, books and periodicals, are disposed
rather to lament, than to assist, the passing of the
Negro's ignorance."
+
Neither does Mr. Ewing find "the heart-throb
of the race problem," in personal aversion. There
is no such thing in Southern communities. "How
could there be," exclaims this writer, "where from
infancy we have all been as familiar with black
faces as with white; where many of us fell asleep
in the laps of black mammies, and had for play
mates Ephrom, Izik, Zeke, black mammy's grand
children ; where most of us have had our meals
prepared by black cooks, and been waited on by
black house servants?"

+
What, then, is the Negro problem ? Simply
that it "is the white man's conviction that the Ne
gro, as a race and as an individual, is his inte
rior," and that it "is the white man's determina
tion to make good this conviction, coupled with
constant anxiety lest by some means he should
fail to make it good." This is evident from gen
eral considerations alone. "Everywhere in the
South friction between the races is entirely absent
so long as the Negro justifies the white man's opin
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ion of him as an inferior, is grateful for privi
leges', and lays no claim to rights." The specific
evidence with which, layer upon layer, Mr. Ewing
further establishes his contention that "the race
problem is the problem how to keep the Negro
in focus with the traditional standpoint," is over
whelming. And so it would be, Mr. Ewing rightly
concludes, if the Southern white people were to
give place to white people from any other section
of the United States.

+
The question is not sectional in any profound
sense. It is a question growing out of the
traditional status of the "Negro in this country.
In other words, the Negro problem is nothing but
the old problem of Jew and Saxon and peasant
—tlvo same old problem; but with an ebony set
ting. Mr. Ewing does not undertake to say
whether the policy of the whites at the South
is "expedient or inexpedient, wise or unwise,
righteous or unrighteous."' That is for each read
er to determine for himself. Mr. Ewing merely
explains—and this he proves—that the Negro
problem of the South does not, in fact, hinge upon
the alleged laziness, criminality, ignorance, or repulsiveness of the Negro; but upon the conviction
of white men that the Negro is inferior, and their
determination to verify this conviction.
* +
Success.
The cheapest commodity in the world is human
lives—retail or wholesale. In warfare, it is as
Mahomet commanded at the capture of Constanti
nople: "Fill up the ditches, drive in the hordes!"
They were driven in, in order that fresh hordes
might cross to the real assault. In business the
same cry wins, only it is coffers instead of ditches
that are filled, and Greed instead of Mahomet that
gives the command.
+
*
The War on Tuberculosis.
One man has put his finger upon the reason
why the campaign of the doctors against the
"white plague," is to such a high degree unsuc
cessful. He is Benjamin C. Marsh, of New York.
In a talk before the City Club of that city re
cently, Mr. Marsh gave as his reason that the doc
tors are working against impossible conditions.
Congested populations breed tuberculosis faster
than doctors can cure it, and with a persistency
that defies even the most effective preventives.
"The solution of the problem," he added, "is to
keep hind cheap." For doing this, Mr. Marsh made
su'westioTis 'hat might or might not 1h> effective.

He would limit the number of buildings to the
acre 'and provide for plenty of light and air. We
should distrust his confidence that this would keep
the price of building sites down to a minimum.
It might, indeed, tend to increase their price. But
there is a simple way of keeping the price of build
ing lots down to a minimum, and the price of
buildings, too. Exempt buildings and building
material from taxation, and buildings would rent
on the basis of cost without taxes added ; tax build
ing lots on full value, whether built upon or not,
or whether well or poorly used, and building lots
would glut the market and their prices fall to bed
rock. If congested populations breed tuberculosis
in cities—and we believe they do breed that disease
as well as other diseases, physical and moral—and
if this would l>e stopped by keeping land cheap, as
we believe with Mr. Marsh that it would be, the
general and effective way is the better way.
* *
The Children.
Oh, my brothers, do you hear them? Do you
hear the children moaning? Certainly you do not.
If you did, and were human, you would storm your
legislatures for relief. You would do it though
the relief made you bankrupt—if you heard and
were human.
+
+
Progress at Panama.
The amount of work yet to be done on the Pan
ama Canal (vol. viii, pp. 9. 41, 202, 218, 723, 782 ;
vol. ix, pp. 158, 299, 465, 506, 530, 611, 657, 801,
1141, 1167; vol. xi, pp. 913, 919; vol. xii, p. 121)
is much greater now than when the United States
took over the enterprise. So is the expense yet to
Ik1 incurred. In explanation of this interesting sit
uation The Canal Record for February 24 con
tained data worth considering quite as much for
other reasons as for those intended.

+
When the New French Company sold out to
the Americans at $10,000,000. it was understood
that 40 per cent of the work had been completed.
The Americans took possession on the 4th of May,
1904, nearly five years ago. After some two years
had ljeen spent in formulating plans and provid
ing a plant for operations, it was estimated by the
minority of the board of engineers of 1906 that,
there remained to be excavated 103,580.000 cubic
yards. Between the time of that estimate and the
1st of November, 1908, there had been excavated
53,730,955 cubic yards, leaving approximately 50,000,000 cubic yards still to be excavated. But be
hold ! the revised estimate of the Commission,
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made last December, reported the necessary future
excavation at 174,666,595 cubic yards. The in
crease of the estimate in 1908 over that of 1906,
appearing thus to be some 71,000,000 cubic yards
—more than 50 per cent— is accounted for in the
Canal Record by intervening enlargement of di
mensions and alterations of plans. These altera
tions involved, it seems, increases in the following
respects: "Excavation from prism, 66,329,217;
from diversions, 250,000 ; from locks, 3,894,763,
and from dams. 397,615."
Those alterations in plans, necessitating a large
increase in work, resulted, of course, in a large
increase in the cost. The estimate of 1906, $139,705,200 for the total excavation, is raised by the
estimate of last December to $297,766,000, over
and above the cost of administration, which is put
at $60,000,000 more. Here is an increase of near
ly 200 per cent, without considering cost of ad
ministration. According to the explanation of
the Canal Record, this enormous increase com
prises "an increase of about 20 per cent in the
cost of excavation and a general increase in the
cost of labor," together with the increase in the
amount of work to be done.
An Instructive Object Lesson.
In a little hamlet in one of the southern coun
ties of England lives a rich bachelor who draws
a large income which he does little or nothing
to create. He is not indifferent, however, to the
social obligations it puts him under, and he has
chosen to live on an income no greater than that
of a superannuated postman and to give the rest
of his wealth and all his time to the working out
of plans for the common good, and especially to
save young men from resorting to the saloon
for the satisfaction of their quite legitimate so
cial cravings. He has erected in two portions of
that district extensive buildings, and pays teach
ers in carpentry and tailoring who teach all appli
cants in their turn to make their household fur
niture and their clothes, even the material being
free. The elementary branches of education also
are taught. There is a reading room open every
night and refreshments are supplied, free also. It
is the wish of this generous man that his gifts
should enrich the life of that neighborhood. How
it comes about that his efforts are partly defeated,
and who the culprit is, the following dialogue
will explain: "Does Mr. Hodge own all the cot
tages around here ?" "No, he do not, sir." "Then
do not the other landlords put up their rents be

cause of all these good things?" '"Yes, that they
do, sir; that be just the worst of it."

PRESIDENT TAFT AND PROPERTY
RIGHTS.
In his inaugural address, President Taft de
fended injunctions (p. 241) for the protection
of property rights, and insisted that business is a
property right to be so protected.

lt has been asserted in reply, that Mr. Taft "a
language had no meaning except with reference
to concrete cases. And this is true. Business may
indeed be a property right, but not as against
every kind of attack.
That which is commonly called the "good will"
of a business—the only intangible property right it
can have—may be attacked lawfully by competi
tion. This is too obvious for discussion.
It may also be attacked lawfully by exposure of
facts which turn its good will into bad will.
Mr. Taft's statement is therefore meaningless
without reference to concrete cases.

To what kind of cases, then, did he refer?
Evidently to labor boycotts. Both the circum
stances and the context show it. And how do
labor boycotts attack the good will of a busi
ness ?
Not by competition, to be sure; but by the
other lawful method—exposure of facts which turn
good will into bad will.
What are the facts exposed in those cases? Sim
ply that the business is conducted under what a
large class of working people would regard as un
fair labor conditions.
Then the cmestion of veracity arises. Is the
exposure false? If so, and customers who want
to trade only with "fair" businesses withdraw their
custom, the business has been libeled. Is the ex
posure true? If so, the good will of the business
has not been attacked unlawfully. On the con
trary, those customers who would not knowingly
give an "unfair" business their good will, have
been lawfully served by the exposure. For they
also have property rights. No property right ought
to be more sacred than the right to spend one's
earnings with whom one will.
*
But President Taft's generalization was loose
in another and even more important rpspect. He
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insisted dogmatically that business is a property
right that should be protected by injunction.
Here again the soundness of his position depends
upon the concrete case. Would he say that a
lawyer may have an injunction against the publi
cation of alleged facts showing him to be a
shyster? Would he say that a grocer may have an
injunction against the publication of statements
that he sells oleomargarine for butter or sand for
sugar? Certainly not, uuless lie would "improve"* •
upon the established law of libel. Yet a lawyer's
professional reputation must be as truly a property
right as the good will of a merchant or a manufac
turer, and a retail grocer's good will as that of a
manufacturing celebrity.
To go a step farther in the direction of injunc
tions against labor boycotts, would Mr. Taft say
that a grocer should have an injunction against
a publication, for the purpose of diverting the
trade of his prohibition customers, of a true state
ment that he keeps whisky for sale in his cellar?
And would it make any better case for the injunc
tion, if, with the same purpose of influencing pro
hibitionists, the statement were analogous to Mr.
Taft's discrimination against secondary boycotts,
and truly declared that the grocer bought his gro
ceries of a wholesaler who kept whisky for sale ?
To assume that Mr. Taft would deliberately say
any of those things, would reflect upon his com
mon sense. By what process of reasoning, then,
does he conclude so positively that labor unions
may lawfully be prohibited by injunction from
truthfully announcing to persons who would con
fine their trade to what they regard as "fair" busi
nesses, that certain specified businesses are either
"unfair" themselves or deal in the products of oth
ers that are "unfair"?

His answer might be that the labor boycott is a
conspiracy to destroy a business by diverting cus
tom from it by unlawful means. But what arc the
unlawful means?
It is lawful to do it by exposure of facts which
customers have a right to know. And haven't the
labor union members and their sympathizers who
patronize a business the right to know that its
goods are made under circumstances which they
condemn, whatever the reason for their con
demnation may be?

+
Is it likely that indictments would be sustained
in such cases ? Indictments ! Ah, there's the rub.
On the trial of an indictment for publishing an
"unfair'* list, M-itnesscs would have to appear and
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be cross-examined ; but in contempt proceedings
for violating an injunction, this is seldom done
and need never be. On indictment, it would be
necessary to show violation of a law of universal
application ; but in contempt proceedings, noth
ing more is necessary than to show that the act
charged violates an injunction of limited applica
tion. On indictment, a jury would decide; but
in contempt proceedings, the injunction judge
would decide. There arc still other differences
which lead the advocates of "government by in
junction*' to prefer this method of dealing with
labor controversies. Its advantages to the privi
leged classes are obvious.
Especially valuable are the advantages of in
junctions in restraining freedom of speech and
press—a freedom that is very trying to the priv
ileged classes. On indictment for abuse of this
freedom, the jury is judge of the truth of the
publication, of its meaning, and of the excuse or
justification for it; but in contempt proceedings
its truth or falsity, its meaning, and the excuse
or justification for it. are decided by a judge
without a jury, and in advance of the offense.
The injunction to prevent abuses of freedom of
speech and the press, under cover of prohibiting
labor boycotts, is the modern plutocratic method,
as the Star Chamber was the old monarchical
method, of suppressing exposures and stifling dis
cussion.

INCIDENTAL SUGGESTIONS
A CLERGYMAN ON THE CHURCH AND
SOCIETY.
Cincinnati, Ohio.
Very frequently the reformer blames the church
for not taking a more active part In promoting
the world's great reforms. He would have the
church champion the cause of some specific reform
or reforms, and prove the necessity of each mem
ber taking hold thereof and fighting therefor. Some
reformers grow so bitter against the church be
cause she will not advocate their special reforms
that they lose Interest not only in the church but
in all religion. They regard the church and re
ligion as dead.
Is this fair? Is it just? That the church has
been remiss in her duties in the past, that she
has even allied herself with the cause of injustice,
is undoubted. But this no more condemns the
church than a weak individual who, despite all
his weaknesses, has nevertheless some strong
points. We must look to the strong points in every
one. And the church has some strong points. Her
strength does not He in her open identification with
any particular reform or reforms. She really shows
a weakness when she points out the remedy. For
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the selection of any remedy for existing evils
as to what ought to be done to rectify it. As a
must always be a purely personal matter; it never member of society the minister is entitled to hold
has been, and never will be, a matter about which
and enforce his private opinions and views, but as
the church as a whole can agree. When the time a minister he does the most efficient work when
has come when it is seen that there is one remedy
he enables men to recognize evil as sinful in the
and only one remedy for any given evil, only one sight of God and inspires them to do something to
way of righting a given wrong, and no other, then
get rid of it.
it will be time for the church to preach that reform
Furthermore, social evils are not the only evils
as the only way out of the difficulty.
that need man/s attention to reform the world.
It is not here that men are agreed, and must all
There are innumerable individual evils for which
be agreed to ensure progress, but in the recogni
the individual alone Is responsible, and which he
tion of evil or a specific evil as a sin against God. *«lone can remedy. Equal attention must be given
This is where the church's duty lies. This is her
to these evils. Indeed. It is questionable If they
strongest point. She must lead men to see that
ought not to receive greater attention. For the
sin is sin, that black is black, and not white, and
more we study social evils the more we see how
that they tolerate sin at their peril. But she must completely dependent they are upon Individual evils.
leave men in freedom to find the best method to War would be an impossibility if the majority had
get rid of sin, the best thing to put in its place.
sufficient control over their tempers In private life.
Monopoly is but the expression on a large scale
The church cannot point out a specific remedy
of the mean advantages which individuals strive to
for any particular evil, for many valid reasons. It
obtain In their petty relationships with each other.
is impossible for any minister to master his special
And so with other great social wronKs. The church
work, that of recognizing evils as contrary to the
must cover the whole field. Sin in the individual
laws of heaven, and at the same time master all
and in society is its subject.
the reforms advocated by the world's reformers,
compare them and be able to determine which is
Yet further, there are very many sins in the in
the right one. Moreover, it is not a question of the dividual which the church ought to help men to
"right" reform, but the "best" reform, not a matter
recognize which are deeper than the outward vio
of right or wrong, but of good and better. And all
lations of the law, more secret, and more difficult
men differ on this point.
to detect. These are the root cause of evils that
are seen. They are the beginnings of all evils in
Suppose a minister recognizes the evil of monop
oly and advocates socialism as the remedy. Some the heart; the love of honor, love of gain, love of
members of the congregation are not at all in sym
ruling over others, covetousness, and lusts and pas
sions of a great variety. It is the duty of the church
pathy with socialism, but believe in individual re
generation as the remedy. Others are strong single
to call upon men to get rid of these evils as well as
taxers, while others again believe in governmental
all external evils.
control. If he believes in socialism and preaches
Now to expect a man to study these evils and help
socialism from time to time, those who do not agree others to see them in the light of heaven, and also
with him will soon leave the church and go else
to study all the known remedies advocated and
where. Suppose another minister in town preaches "determine which is the best, is not only unreason
single tax; he will soon drive away the unsympa
able but unjust. The reformer has a just complaint
thetic. Possibly the single taxers in the first case against the church that does not decry evil and call
would support the last mentioned preacher, and
for repentance, but not when he demands that she
the socialists go where they would get their views
shall apply the remedy, and especially his remedy.
voiced, and so on. But then what would be the
The reformer is apt to become intolerant, intolerant
result? These churches would be turned into insti
of all who do not press his favorite reform before
tutions for promoting specific reforms, and the
every other reform, even as he is intolerant of all
church would be no more.
who differ from him In method. Intolerance Is an
The minister of any church neglects his duty evil. It stood greatly in the way of the church in
when he refrains from condemning the sins which the past, and to a great extent disturbs her progress
are seriously injuring society. But he is not only today. It has the same influence in reform work
injudicious, but out of his sphere, when he defines among reformers. The more tolerance we have in
the remedy. To preach a given method of reform the world, the better for all. We ought to cling
Is like dictating to a sick person the system of cure to our untried methods tenaciously, but yet grant
— homeopathy, osteopathy, hydropathy, or some due respect to those of others. And all will be
other pathy. Surely the individual must be left in benefited when each expects of the other no more
entire freedom to select his own system or no sys
than is his due, of the doctor a knowledge of dis
tem. It is right for a minister to condemn the evils ease and how to cure it, of the lawyer a knowledge
of gambling on the stock exchange or elsewhere, of precedent and a high sense of justice, of the
but out of place to say how society shall be pro
merchant a knowledge of the goods with which he
tected. It is proper to denounce the evil of divorce
deals and how to supply public wants, and of the
for wholly unjust causes, but assuming too much
minister a good understanding of evils and how
to advocate the measure that will alone control this to get men to fight against them as sins against
evil. And so with a thousand other social evils. God. And from all men we expect devotion to their
The word comes with authority when the evil is respective duties and an honest effort to uplift
proved to be an evil In the sight of God, contrary society, each, however, in the way that seems to
to His law, but it loses all its force when the minis
him best.
ter imposes upon the people his personal beliefs
I,ons G HOECK.
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NEWS NARRATIVE
To use the reference figures of this Department for
obtaining continuous news narratives :
Observe the reference figures in any article: tum back to the page
they indicate and find there the next preceding article, on the same
subject; observe the reference figures in that article, and turn back
as before; continue until you come to the earliest article on the sub
ject ; then retrace your course through the indicated pages, reading
each article in chronological osder, and you will have a continuous
news narrative of the subject from its historical beginnings to date.

Week ending Tuesday, March 16, 1909.
Special Session of Congress.
When Congress convened in special session on
the loth, pursuant to President Taft's proclama
tion (p. 252), the questions of Speakership and
of rules arose, for this was the first session of the
Sixty-first Congress. It had been expected that the
narrow rules of the previous Congress, which de
stroyed deliberation and gave all power to the
Speaker, would not be readopted, and some
prophets were sanguine even of the defeat of Mr.
Cannon for Speaker. The latter expectation was
disappointed and the former not wholly realized.

+
At the Republican caucus on the 13th, at which
186 members were present, Mr. Cannon received
only 162 votes for Speaker—55 less than the full
Republican strength in the House, and 33 less
than a majority of all members. "Insurgent"' Re
publicans, 24 in number at the caucus, scattered
their votes between Smith of Iowa, Tawney of Min
nesota, Keifer of Ohio, Crumpaeker of Indiana,
and McGuire of Oklahoma. A resolution to pro
pose the former rules was adopted without a divi
sion or roll call. The Democratic caucus nominat
ed Champ Clark, of Missouri, for Speaker, and au
thorized him to introduce an amendment to the
rules.
*
As soon as the new House had been called to
order on the loth by the Clerk of the former
House, and a quorum was found to be present, Mr.
Cannon and Mr. Clark were put in nomination for
the Speakership. Following was the result:
Cannon, Republican
204
Clark, Democrat
166
Esch, Republican
1
Norris, Republican
2
Cooper, Republican
8
Hepburn, Republican
1
Having received a majority of 2G, Mr. Cannon
was declared elected, and after a brief and color
less speech, he was sworn in by the senior member,
and in turn proceeded to swear in the members.

+
Mr. Dalzell (Republican) offered the Repub
lican caucus resolution that the rules of the House

of the previous Congress govern the new House,
and immediately moved the previous question. All
attempts at consideration were shut off by the
Speaker. Mr. Fitzgerald of New York (Demo
crat), rising to a parliamentary inquiry, asked to
have the proposed rules explained, and the Speak
er ruled It i in out of order. Mr. Townsend (Re
publican) of Michigan endeavored to explain his
vote on roll call, but the Speaker ruled him out of
order. The previous question was finally ordered
by 194 to 188—a majority of 6, and the rules
adopted by 193 to 189—a majority of 4. On this
vote 31 "insurgent" Republicans voted against the
adoption of the rules. The resolution would there
fore have been defeated by a tic vote but for four
"bolting" Democrats, who supported the Cannon
Republicans. They were Riordan, Broussard, Estopinal and O'Connell.

+
But the struggle was not over. Mr. Clark, the
Democratic leader, offered the resolution of the
Democratic caucus relative to the rules so far as
they affected the arbitrary authority of the Speak
er, and moved the previous question. This motion
was defeated by 203 to 179, whereupon Mr. Fitz
gerald (Democrat) of New York, offered a modi
fying amendment to Mr. Clark's resolution (not
considered in the Democratic caucus), and this
brought on an acidulous altercation between the
two men. Mr. Fitzgerald's amendment was adopt
ed by 211 to 172. It was supported by the four
''bolting" Democrats who had voted with the Re
publicans before, by 19 other Democrats, and by
two "insurgent" Republicans. The number pres
ent but not voting was 10.

Mr. Fitzgerald's amendment, so adopted, alters
the rules in such manner as to provide (1) for a
"calendar of unanimous consents" to enable any
member to have a proposition brought before the
House without having to go to the Speaker for
recognition; (2) that when consideration of a bill
is concluded and the previous question is ordered,
instead of the former practice of recognizing a
member of the majority party to make the motion
to commit with or without instruction, thus pre
venting the minority from offering instructions,
the minority shall have the preference in mak
ing such a motion, and thus be enabled to get a
record vote on propositions which would otherwise
be settled in committee of the whole where no rec
ord vote is possible; (3) for protecting "calendar
Wednesday" by requiring a two-thirds instead of a
majority vote to set it aside; (4) for possibly pre
venting favoritism by action of the committee on
rules in special cases.
+
Xo business was done in the House after the rule
controversy on the 15th, but on the 16th both
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Houses received the following message from Presi
dent Taft:
I have convened the Congress in this extra ses
sion in order to enable it to give immediate consider
ation to the revision of the Dingley tariff act. Con
ditions affecting production, manufacture and busi
ness generally have so changed in the last twelve
years as to require a readjustment and revision of
the import duties imposed by that act. More than
this, the present tariff act, with the other sources
of government revenue, does not furnish income
enough to pay the authorized expenditures. By July
1 next the excess of expenses over receipts for the
current fiscal year will equal $100,000,000. The suc
cessful party in the late election is pledged to a re
vision of the tariff. The country, and the business
community especially, expects it. The prospect of
a change in the rates of import duties always causes
a suspension or halt In business because of the un
certainty as to the changes to be made and their
effect. It is therefore of the highest importance
that the new bill should be agreed upon and passed
with as much speed as possible consistent with its
due and thorough consideration. For these reasons,
I have deemed the present to be an extraordinary
occasion within the meaning of the Constitution,
justifying and requiring the calling of an extra ses
sion. In my inaugural address I stated in a sum
mary way, the principles upon which, in my judg
ment, the revision of the tariff should proceed, and
indicated at least one new source of revenue that
might properly be resorted to in order to avoid a
future deficit. It is not necessary for me to repeat
what I then said. I venture to suggest that the vital
business Interests of the country require that the at
tention of the Congress in this session be chiefly de
voted to the consideration of the new tariff bill, and
that the less time given to other subjects of legis
lation in this session the better for the country.

+

+

Modification of the Gompers Injunction.
On appeal in the injunction case against Gomp
ers, Mitchell and Morrison (pp. 133, 149), the
Court of Appeals of the District of Columbia has
modified the injunction in part and affirmed it in
part. The decision was made public on the 11th.
It holds that in so far as the injunction forbids
the "mentioning, writing or referring" to the
business or the boycotted goods of the Bucks
Stove and Kange Company, or its customers, it is
invalid. In so far, however, as the injunction
forbids the boycott upon this business house, or
the publishing of its name in the "unfair" list or
the "we don't patronize" list, pursuant to that
boycott, the injunction is affirmed. Chief Jus
tice Shepard dissented from the latter view. While
agreeing with the other judges as to injunctions
against coercive boycotts, he argued that, even as
suming that the publication of the complainants'*
name in the "we don't patronize" column of the
American Federationist "was a step in the forma
tion of a conspiracy to coerce independent deal

ers into refusing to have further business rela
tions with that company," he could "not agree
that the publication can be restrained for that
reason." In his further discussion of the point,

he said :
Regardless of its character or purpose, the publi
cation is protected from restraint, in my opinion, by
the first amendment of the Constitution, which for
bids any law abridging the freedom of the press.
.... The only remedy for libelous or otherwise
malicious, wrongful and injurious publications is by
civil action for damages and by criminal prosecution.
There is no power to restrain the publication.
The other two judges, while disagreeing with the
Chief Justice as to the "unfair" and the "we don't
patronize" list, treating those lists as something
different from newspaper publications, were never
theless in accord with him as to the other publi
cations prohibited by the injunction. On this
point, one of them, Justice Van Orsdel, said:
The sustaining of such a decree by a court of
equity would violate the Constitutional rights of the
citizen. It would mark the beginning of an era of
Judicial tyranny by the branch of the government
charged with the duty of protecting the citizen in his
Constitutional or legal rights. . . . The clause
in the constitution guaranteeing free speech and
free press forbids government censorship in all
forms. ... It would be difficult to conceive of a
more effective method of establishing a govern
ment censorship than through the writ of injunc
tion.
+
This decision was not made in the contempt
proceedings. Those proceedings have not yet
reached a hearing on appeal. It was made in the
original injunction proceedings upon which the
contempt proceedings rest. In so far, however,
as the judgment for contempt depends upon vio
lation of clauses in the injunction which are by
this decision eliminated, it must fall through
when it comes to a hearing on appeal
+
Another Coal Mining War.

+

A general shut-down of coal mines in the
United States is anticipated, beginning with the
first of April. This is the result of the failure of
the owners of anthracite deposits and coal-carry
ing railroads on the one hand, and working min
ers on the other, to agree upon terms.

The anthracite miners, at their convention in
Soranton last October, adopted labor demands
which the United Mine Workers of America at
their national convention in Indianapolis in the
following January (p. 130) approved, as follows:
1. An agreement shall be negotiated between the
representatives of the miners and the operators of
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the anthracite region, and all disputes arising un
der the contract shall be adjusted as provided (or
in the said agreement.
2. We demand the complete recognition of the
United Mine Workers of America as a party to
negotiations in wage contract, and the United Mine
Workers of America shall be recognized in our
right to provide any method we may adopt for the
collection of revenue for the organization.
3. We demand an eight-hour day, with no re
duction in wages.
4. All coal shall be mined and paid for by the
ton of 2,000 pounds.
5. We demand a definite and more uniform scale
of wages and prices for all classes of labor at all
collieries in the anthracite region, and that all em
ployes paid $1.50 or less a day shall receive a 10
per cent advance and all employes paid more than
$1.50 and less than $2 a day shall receive a 5 per
cent advance.
6. The system whereby a contract miner has
more than one job or employs more than two labor
ers be abolished.
7. The employers shall be required (to issue
uniform pay statements designating the name of
the company, the name of the employe, the colliery
where employed, the amount of wages and the class
of work performed.
8. That the contract shall be made for a period
of one year.
+
These demands came under consideration at a
conference on the 11th at Philadelphia, between
committees representing the two sides to the con
troversy. President Thomas L. Lewis of the Unit
ed Mine Workers (John Mitchell's successor) par
ticipated in behalf of the miners, and George F.
Baer (already noted in this connection), in behalf
of the owners of and other interests in the nat
ural coal deposits. The coal-deposit interests re
fused to accept the demands quoted above. They
offered, instead, to renew the present agreement
for a term of three years. The present agreement
was originally made for three years in 1903, as
the outcome of President Roosevelt's anthracite
coal strike commission (vol. v, p. 80?), and was
renewed in 190G (vol. ix, p. 129) for three years
longer. It will expire on the 31st.

No. agreement was arrived at by the confer
ence, it is consequently understood that the
working miners must soon face the alternative of
signing the old agreement or enduring a shut
down.
The three anthracite district executive
boards of their organization met at Philadelphia
on the 13th and called a tri-district convention
for the 23rd at Scranton.

Eastern dispatches report the coal deposit own
ers as being wel 1 prepared to enforce a shut

down, through special contracts with the rail
roads. The roads have filed a tariff with the In
terstate Commerce Commission which practically
makes all of their coal cars available to the mine
owners for storage free of charge. These tariffs
state that until further notice no demurrage
charges will accrue on cars which contain coal
awaiting a reconsignment. This is the first time
that the railroads have taken such action. It has
enabled the mine owners to accumulate vast quan
tities of coal at the various junction points for
use when the shutdown period arrives. Traffic ofticials state that there is now in storage at various
junction points fully 10,000,000 tons of anthra
cite. Large quantities of coal are being taken to
the head of the lakes and being there stored
for use. The supply will be added to, it is said,
by thousands of carloads of coal, which will be
permitted to lie on sidetracks until such time as
the mine owners desire to use it. In so turning
their entire coal car equipment into storage ware
houses, the railroads will enable the mine owners
to get from 13.000,000 to 20,000,000 tons of coal
at available points, which will take care of all pos
sible needs for at least three months. Eugene
McAulifFe, general fuel agent of the Rock IslandFrisco lines, is reported as saying: "The money
spent by railroads in getting ready for these shut
downs, not including that used in cleaning up
idle mines at' the end of the shut-down period,
would pay for. the sidetracks, shops, extensions,
track scales and other betterments required by
the average railroad to properly serve its patrons."

+

+

Failure of the Standard Oil Prosecution.
The prosecution of the Standard Oil trust at
Chicago, for conspiring with railroads to secure
secret rebates (p. 22<>). collapsed on the 10th.
Judge Anderson, of the Federal court, before
whom the ease was on trial (this being the sec
ond trial, and resulting from the reversal by the
Circuit Court of Appeals of the verdict of guilty
upon which Judge T-andis had imposed a fine of
$29,000,000). ordered a verdict of not guilty. The
circumstances are such that it is inferred from
Judge Anderson's ruling that the law itself is in
effective. Explaining the effect of the decision.
United States Attorney Sims said:
We failed in this case simply because of the law.
It is not as if we had failed to secure enough evi
dence. Judge Anderson's ruling is very far-reach
ing. The ruling In regard to the way we arrived
at the legal freight rate fixed by the Chicago &
Alton was declared by the court to invite a reason
able doubt as to whether it was the legal rate. The
railways over the country use the same methods of
filing the rate schedules and it looks now as if the
portion of the Elkins law relating to rebating on
the part of shippers would be ineffective if today's
ruling is followed in all cases.
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tee, which at the next meeting of the convention
reported 11 separate bills for submission to the
legislature in lieu of a new charter. These bills
were adopted by the convention seriatim at its re
cent sessions, the last of which was held on the
15th.
This convention is an outcome of the constitu
+
tional amendment of 190-1 (vol. vii, pp. 450, 521)
Following
is
a
resume
of the important features
empowering the legislature to legislate specially
of
the
bills
as
proposed
by
the convention:
for Chicago, subject to mandatory, as opposed to
1 Consolidation act, providing for consolidation of
optional, local referendum. An effort was made
(vol. viii, pp. 89, 90) soon after the adoption of all local authorities Into city departments, and for
enlarging municipal powers. It withholds from the
that amendment to authorize an elective conven
Mayor the right to remove members of the Board
tion in Chicago for the purpose of formulating a of Education, and authorizes an increase of ihe
complete charter, and the McUoorty bill for that borrowing power of the city from a per cent to 20
purpose was passed in the lower House. But it per cent of tax valuations.
was pigeon-holed in the Senate. The Foreman
2. Organization act, providing for city council and
resolution in the City Council came next. This regulating Its powers. It increases the term of alder
provided for the appointment of an extra-legal men from two years to four years and establishes
convention, by the Governor (15 appointments), the "recall" for them and all other elective officers
upon a 25 per cent petition.
the Legislature (15 appointments), the Mayor (15
3. Public utilities, inclusive of traction, lighting
appointments), the City Council (15 appoint
and electric service, docks and wharves, limiting
ments), and all the city and county Boards (2 ap
franchises to twenty years, and authorizing referen
pointments each). When those appointments had dum on all leases and franchises for more than five
years upon a 10 per cent petition.
been made the convention assembled with an over
4. Municipal elections. Abolishes the party circle,
whelming Republican majority. A large pro
and requires the voter to vote with reference to
portion of the Democratic membership were of Re
publican affiliations in manv respects (vol. viii, p. each individual candidate, whether by ballot or vot
ing machine. It also requires that Municipal Court
596).
judges be nominated by petition and not by party
+
action.
5. Regulating the submission of propositions to
After months of work and numerous compro
mises, a fairly good charter of the antiquated type popular vote when required or permitted by any law.
6. Corrupt practices act, regulating campaign con
was adopted by the convention and sent to the
tributions and expenditures.
Legislature. The legislative representatives in the
7. Civil service regulations, authorizing removals
convention, although they had influenced the com
by hea;ls of department, subject to a hearing by or
promises as each was made, refused to vqte on through a civil service commission if the person re
final adoption.
In the Legislature afterwards moved demands it.
8. Department of Education, reducing the number
they participated in so amending the charter as
recommended, thai it was unrecognizable. As it of trustees from 21 to 15, but otherwise making no
came out of the Legislature, it was as distinctly as' important change in the present law.
9. Entitling women to vote at all municipal elec
possible a political "'bosses' " charter. So evident
tions in so far as permitted by the Constitution.
was its bad character, that at the referendum in
10. Municipal Court, requiring election of judges
1907 (vol. x, pp. 577, 585, 601) it was defeated by at judicial elections in June.
121,523, to 59,555, in a total of over 50 per cent
11. Sunday observance, authorizing the city
of the registered vote.
council to regulate observance of Sunday, especially
with regard to "places of business, accommodation
+
or entertainment,"—meaning bar rooms and saloons.
Once more the charter convention was called to
* *
gether and the work of drafting a charter re
newed. A motion to recommend to the legislature Single Tax Movement in British Columbia.
the calling of an elective convention in place of the
A recent number of the Vancouver (B. C.)
Daily Province, indicates that single tax sentiment
appointive one was almost unanimously voted
down, as was also a motion to dissolve and abandon in Vancouver has not only grown to the point of
charter making until a new Constitution of the making the subject a practical issue in municipal
State could 1m? secured. After several weeks of affairs, but that considerable progress has actu
work by a drafting committee, a complete charter ally been made in the exemption of improvements.
was brought into the convention. It was briefly In the issue of that paper of February 26 it is
discussed in some respects, when a motion to aban
stated in a report of city council proceedings
don a complete charter and submit to the legis
that—
lature separate bills was adopted. The matter was when Alderman Morton yesterday afternoon sub
mitted his "hardy annual" resolution before the
thereupon referred back to the drafting commit

Chicago Charter Convention.
For the second time the charter convention of
Chicago (vol. xi, p. 895) has formulated legisla
tion for the citv.
+
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Court of Revision on the assessment roll providing
for the abolition of taxation on all improvements
and placing the entire burden of the rates on land
valuations, he met with a degree of support which
astonished himself. Just whether his resolution
would have carried had it been possible to arrange
for the necessary revenue from land values in ac
cordance with the charter limits regarding the rate
is uncertain. But the sentiments expressed by a
number of the aldermen showed that the single-tax
idea has gained ground in the Council, and as the
matter was finally left it was understood that the
subject would be discussed later in the year with
a view to making such arrangements next year as
would permit of the idea being carried out if the
authorities thought the course advisable.
Alderman Morton supported his single-tax resolu
tion by the argument that it was the man who im
proved his property who built up the city, and it
was unfair to tax him on the capital and industry
which he put in a residence or business block, while
this improvement benefited the entire neighborhood,
though the parties in the vicinity holding their lots
vacant paid only the same amount of taxes on their
land as the man improving his property, and thus
advancing the market values of the neighborhood.
Alderman Macmillan supported Alderman Morton,
presenting ideas in a forcible manner. He claimed
that the land would have no value whatever If it
was not for the making of improvements. Yet the
city's course in the past had been to tax the very
Item which was really making the city. As matters
stood, men were far more apt to enter the field of
speculation than of improvement, as the former line
paid better.
Mayor Douglas said that the principle of Alder
man Morton was undoubtedly correct in theory, but
he feared it could not be carried out this year. Be
fore such a change of policy was entered upon, the
Assessment Commissioner should have full notice
of the Council's intention, so that the assessment
roll could be prepared in accordance with the new
system of levying the rates. . . . Other aldermen
expressed the view that Alderman Morton's plan
was worthy of support, though coupling with the
sentiment the opinion that it could not be worked
out this year.
Comptroller Baldwin, however, shattered Alder
man Morton's scheme in a word by stating that the
charter limited the rate which the city might levy
to a cent and a third for general purposes. This
limit had been reached last year, and with the as
sessment on land values handed down by the Com
missioner this year it would be impossible to raise
the necessary amount of revenue from land values,
and keep within the charter limit as to the rate.
Alderman McSpadden then moved that the exemp
tions on improvements this year be 75 per cent, the
same rule as followed last year. His resolution was,
however, worded so as to include all improvements,
and he specifically stated that he intended It should
cover church buildings as well as other structures.
This brought up the fight on the total exemption of
church buildings. . . . Alderman McBrlde moved
for the exemption of church property, but the amend
ment was voted down, and the question of exemp
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tion on improvements settled by the passage of
Alderman McSpadden's resolution.

Economic Politics in France.
The beginning of a discriminating income tax
regime in France was made on the 9th, when the
Chamber of Deputies (p. 39) by a vote of 407 to
166 passed a general bill, with a provision post
poning its operation until a supplementary bill
for Departments and Communes shall have been
enacted, which divides tax-payere into seven
classes. Workmen and salaried employes would
pay the lowest rates, and rich business men and
landlords the highest. An additional graduated
tax is levied on incomes in excess of $1,200. In
principle the bill aims to discriminate in favor
of incomes from work and against incomes from
investment. It has yet to be considered in the
Senate.
*
Cable dispatches describe the commercial, mon
eyed and property classes, whose interests are
voiced by such journals as the Figaro, the Temps
and the Journal des Debats in Paris, and defines
the bill as a piece of criminal folly, voted by a
"cowardly majority solicitous only of re-election
next Spring." On the other hand, the socialists
and other radicals joyfully hail its passage as the
entering wedge for money to realize old-age pen
sions, and nationalization of railroads and other
public utilities. The same dispatches explain that
many persons are jumping to the conclusion that
the bill is virtually dead because the chairman of
the Senate committee to which it will go is irre
concilably opposed to it; but they add that
"shrewd political observers understand that the
ultimate fate of the bill rests not with the Senate
now, but with the people at the elections in the
Spring of 1910. If the socialists can then secure
an increased majority no one who knows the logic
of the French character doubts that the Senate
wiil yield, and that an income tax, barring a revo
lution, is certain within three years."

Proportional Voting in South Africa.
The South African constitution, now before the
people there for adoption, subject to Imperial ap
proval (p. 252), embodies the principle of propor
tional representation, with the single transfer
able vote for all elections, national and State.

Under this system the voter places the figure
1 opposite the name of the candidate of his first
choice on the ballot, the figure 2 opposite his sec
ond choice, and so on. In the canvass, the bal
lots are counted and the ''quota" necessary for
election ascertained by dividing the total of bal
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lots by the total plus 1 of officers of the same de
gree to be elected, and adding 1 to the quotient
Thus, in a total vote of 100,000 for Mayor (only
one officer of that degree to be elected ) , the quota
would be 1 plus 1 into 100,000 with 1 added to
the quotient, equaling 50,001 ; but in the same total
the vote for aldermen (ten of that degree to be
elected, say, for one constituency), the quota would
be 10 plus 1 into 100,000 with 1 added to the
quotient, equaling 9,091. So every candidate receiv
ing 9,091 votes as first choice is forthwith declared
elected. All votes which a first choice candidate
receives in excess of 9,091 are transferred propor
tionally to candidates having votes as second,
third and so forth choices; and those thereby ris
ing to 9,091, are then declared elected. The votes
for candidates who would under any circumstances
fall below 9,091, are then transferred in the or
der of their second choice (or if necessary of their
third choice, and so on) to the highest first choice
candidates as yet unelected. This process is con
tinued until ten have received 9,091 votes each,
which fills all the seats with aldermen having a
majority, either as first, second or third choices,
and so on, of the votes cast.

NEWS NOTES
—News of landslides In Java, Involving a loss of
hundreds of lives, has come by steamer to Victoria,
B. C.
—Gen. Wm. J. Palmer, founder of Colorado
Springs (vol x, p. 444), died at that place on the 13th,
at the age of 82.
—William J. Bryan lectured at Chicago on the
16th on "The Price of a Soul," to an audience of more
than 3,000 people.
—A full woman suffrage bill was defeated in the
Iowa Senate on the 11th by 37 to 11, and a limited
suffrage bill by 36 to 12.
—A bill putting into effect the Oregon plan of choos
ing United States Senators (p. 82) has been signed
by Governor Shallenberg of Nebraska and will be
come effective in June.
—The Standard Oil trust has appealed to the
Supreme Court of the United States from the judg
ment of ouster- entered against it by the Supreme
Court of Missouri (p. 155).
—The resolution for amending the Constitution of
Ohio so as to provide for the Initiative and referen
dum (vol. xi, pp. 169, 177, 570), was defeated in the
Senate last week. The House had passed it.
—Judge WIndes of Chicago has decided, follow
ing the Supreme Court, that corporations for deal
ing In real estate cannot exist under the laws of
Illinois. If sustained by the Supreme Court, this
decision would invalidate some 28 or 30 real estate
corporations in Chicago; but Judge WIndes ex
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presses the opinion that when the case comes be
fore the Supreme Court, it will revise its previous
ruling and reverse his decision.
—John W. Bengough, the Canadian caricaturist
and a member of the Toronto City Council, sails on
the 29th from Vancouver for a lecturing tour of
New Zealand and Australia, accompanied by Mrs.
Bengough.
—Organization of the Chicago Association of the
Unemployed (p. 244), was completed on the 14th, by
the election of Frank Reed as president, Lester Web
er as vice-president and Joseph J. Forstall as secre
tary-treasurer.
— The New York woman suffrage bill (p. 226)
was smothered in the judiciary committee of the
lower house on the 10th. By a vo/.e of 11 to 2 the
committee decided not to report the bill either
favorably or unfavorably.
—The Constitutionality of the public utilities com
mission law of New York (vol. x, p. 313, 324) waB
sustained on the 11th, by the appellate division of the
Supreme Court at New York City. An appeal still
lies to the Court of Appeals.
—A Montana law just become effective, prohibits
political nominations for judgshipst. All judicial
nominations must be hereafter made by certificate
signed by 5 per cent of the voters and stating the
qualifications of the candidate.
—In consequence of a decision of the Supreme
Court of Illinois, holding that a clergyman's home is
not exempt from taxation as property devoted to re
ligious purposes, the taxing authorities In Chicago
are arranging to tax parsonages.
— President Castro of Venezuela (pp. 38, 175) is
reported from Paris as having, on the 11th, engaged
staterooms for himself and the members of his
party on board the Guadeloupe, to sail from Bor
deaux for Venezuelan and West Indian ports on the
26th.
—Charles W. Miller has been appointed United
States attorney for northern Indiana in place of
Joseph S. Kealing, who resigned rather than parti
cipate in extraditing publishers from their homes
to the national capital for trial of libel (p. 242). Mr.
Miller is a corporation lawyer of note In Indiana.
—Two woman suffrage bills were defeated in the
lower house of the Minnesota legislature on the
11th. The Johnson bill, proposing a Constitutional
amendment, was defeated by 59 to 46, and the Ware
bill, providing for a referendum of women at the
next general election, was indefinitely postponed
by 79 to 27.
— Woman suffrage at the municipal election in :
Copenhagen, Denmark (vol. xi, p. 84), had Its 8rst
trial on the 12th, when the women of the city voted
in large numbers, and some of them were voted for.
The principal issue was over socialism. In a contest
with a conservative alliance. Although the interest
in this election was national the result has not yet
been reported here.
—The Principals' Club of Chicago, comprising
nearly all the principals of the Chicago public
schools, has forwarded a communication to the
Board of Education relative to the vacancy in
the Superintendency (p. 254), in which they advise
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that "a Superintendent be chosen from among those
who are now and for many years have been In the
active service of the Board," and "who have the
respect and confidence of the educational force" and
"the necessary executive and business ability."
—France is suffering from incipient and threat
ened strikes. After tumult and rioting during the
day, a general strike of the telegraph operators in
the bureaus of the postal department in Paris was
declared on the evening of the 15th. Other labor
organizations are restless, especially the electrical
workers who went on strike last year with serious re
sults (vol. xi, p. 470).
—The traction plan for Detroit (vol. xi, p. 780)
recently made public by a committee of 50 citizens
appointed by Mayor Breitmeyer, proposes that
profits shall be limited to six per cent, that the City
Council shall at all times have a free hand, and that
the way to municipal ownership shall be kept open
by means of a sinking fund derived from profits in
excess of six per cent.
— A bill intended apparently to exclude from Can
ada labor union organizers coming from the United
States, has been introduced by the ministry in the
Canadian Parliament. It provides that when any
person other than a Canadian citizen belongs to anysecret organization, which extorts money from, or in
any way attempts to control any resident of Canada
by force or threat, such person shall be deported
from Canada. Canadian labor organizations are pre
paring to denounce the measure.
—Mayor Arthur C. Harper, of Los Angeles, whose
recall has been demanded and is to be voted upon
on the 26th (p. 155), resigned his office and with
drew from the contest on the 11th. Dispatches from
Los Angeles report that he withdrew rather than
have certain verified facts about his private life pub
lished, one of the promoters of the recall campaign
having given him an ultimatum that he must with
draw or the facts would be published. The city
council on the 15th appointed William D. Stephens
as Mayor, "to serve until the qualification of the per
son who receives the highest number of votes at the
election to be held on the 26th of March, 1909."
—In an injunction suit against the officers of the
United Hatters of North America, by the Samuel
Mundheim Company in its own behalf, and that of the
Associated Hat Manufacturers, in the Federal Court
for New Jersey, an Injunction was asked for on the
12th. The question is to be argued at Trenton on
the 29th. The proposed injunction would prohibit
the labor organization from fining members who re
turn to work during the strike (p. 84). The com
pany contends that their refusal to use the union
label (the cause of the strike) is necessary to pre
vent their liability to punishment under the anti
trust law, the label being used in furtherance of a
boycott against unlabeled hats.
—At the regular meeting of the Toronto City
Council on the 8th, a resolution from the legislative
committee, introduced by Alderman J. W. Bengough,
advising that application be made to the Provincial
legislature for an act giving municipalities the option
of discriminating, in the rate of taxation, in favor of
improvements and against land values, was passed
by unanimous consent. Should the power asked be

granted, there is reported to'be strong likelihood that
Toronto and other Ontario cities will follow the ex
ample of such Canadian municipalites in the farther
west as Victoria, Vancouver, Nelson and Edmonton,
in relieving improvers of the tax burdens they now
bear and placing them upon the shoulders of land
speculators. Edmonton (vol. ix, p. 518) has for some
years exempted improvements entirely.
—A national organization for the promotion of a
movement for living on and from a little land, has
been set on foot in New York under the name of
"The Little Land League." Its object is to "persuade
people to provide themselves with home and employ
ment by gardening," and to "show them where to
buy land, help them to get onto it, and teach them
how to make the best use of it." The treasurer is
Eolton Hall (56 Pine street), whose book, "Three
Acres and Liberty," has done much to popularize this
idea. The president is Philemon Tecumseh Sher
man, the vice-president is Kate Sanborn, and the
secretary, E. M. Frye. They are supported by Poultney Bigelow, Hamlin Garland, Wm. Lloyd Garrison,
Seth Low. V. Everett Macy, John Moody, J. Pierpont
Morgan, N. O. Nelson, George Foster Peabody, Prof.
E. R. A. Seligman, Albert Shaw, Charles Sprague
Smith, Francis I.ynde Stetson, Spencer Trask and
Booker T. Washington.

PRESS OPINIONS
The Coal Mining Controversy.
The United Mine Workers' Journal (labor),
March 4.—In the anthracite question there may
be said to be four parties whose interests are In
volved—the operators, the miners, the business men
and the public. A scale of wages satisfactorily ar
rived at that guarantees peace to that district means
tranquillity in business to the business interests dur
ing its life, and will give satisfaction to the public.
It will draw the operators and miners closer to
gether, and reduce the friction that always more or
less exists in coal mine operations. The joint move
ment as practiced here and abroad has been a success
wherever put on trial. Its tendency is towards indus
trial peace. ... A joint agreement mutually arrived
at and honestly carried out inspires that confidence
that is always necessary to get the best results in
any industrial enterprise and in the end proves its
beneficial results in more ways than one. It Is
fervently to be hoped that the operators and miners
of the anthracite region will approach this question
in the spirit of business men, and after thoroughly
discussing the matter in all its bearings arrive at an
amicable settlement.

+

+

The Recall.
Chicago Examiner (Hearst), March 13.—In every
State where the recall has been introduced as a fea
ture of popular government the immediate effect has
been to weed out unworthy officials without the
necessity of actually going to the polls. It is signifi
cant that in every State where the recall is In force>
there has been a rapid improvement in the caliber of
public officials. The mere knowledge that the voters
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have power to turn a faithless official out of office at
a special election acts as a deterrent. It not only
insures a better class of candidates for office, but
acts as a powerful moral tonic to the officials in
trusted with power. In Oregon there used to be a
corporation ring that owned the legislature and most
of the State ofllcials. Since Oregon took its position
with the recall States the character of public officials
has undergone a transformation. And the general
character of legislation has changed also. In a re>
cent executive report we are told that the corpora
tion lobby, once all powerful, has taken itself, bag
and baggage, out of the State. . . . Last night's ac
tion of the Charter Commission, including this great
weapon of good government among the suggested
enactments for Chicago, marks a great step for
ward.

+

+

Cease to Do Evil.
New Church Messenger (religious), March 10.—
"Stitch, stitch, stitch, in poverty, hunger and dirt."
The industrial depression has lasted over a year now.
The results are reported to be worse than those that
have accompanied any previous depression. From
every large city in the land comes a woeful cry for
help. Thousands upon thousands fall into the bread
lines from day to day. Innumerable children po
hungry to school day in and day out. Charity organi
zations are almost at a standstill for lack of funds.
Poverty and want on the increase, and hundreds
starving to death! All this in the face of the fact
that our gold has increased, our corn has increased,
our cattle have increased, our crops have increased,
our wealth in every form has increased and multi
plied. . . . There is undoubtedly some connection
between the present tariff system and destitution
and want. Also a slight knowledge of the working
of the great monopolies in this country reveals a
further cause of increased and involuntary poverty.
. . . Public utilities owned by private individuals
are recognized examples of monopolies. Our monop
olists—a comparatively few men —own the greater
proportion of the wealth of the nation, and by means
of the power thus placed in their hands, control our
markets, our government, and our newspapers. . .
Monopoly is assuredly one form of injustice that is
responsible for much of the unemployment, poverty,
and suffering that prevail to-day. We must get rid
of that evil. Monopoly is a corporate evil, and can
only be overpowered by co-operate and organized
action. True to its own nature monopoly has fash
ioned by the laws of the land to protect itself. The
sentiment of those who favor monopoly is stronger
than the sentiment of those who oppose it. The
lawmakers are powerless to modify or alter the exist
ing laws without the support of public opinion. And
this to be strong and irresistible must be based on
justice from the Word of God. Religion demands
that we shun evils as sins against God. Monopoly
Is an evil because it is contrary to the law to love
our neighbor as ourselves.
.
Patriotism
demands united effort to rid the land of this
evil. But how shall we do it? There seems to
be no other way open to us than by adopting the re
form or reforms which seem to us best calculated
to destroy the evil, and fighting for them patiently
and zealously as time and opportunity permit. No

reform that will touch this evil can be carried
through without the determined aid of thousands of
units. The New Churchman ought to put the living
heartbeat into the best reforms now before the coun
try that strike at this evil by supporting them as the
means of shunning this corporate evil as a sin
against God. It is useless to attempt to shun any
evil, personal or corporate, unless we have something
definite in mind to put in its place. The two things
are bound up in one, "Cease to do evil, learn to do
well." "Is not this the fast that I have chosen? to
loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy
burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, and that ye
break every yoke?"

RELATED THINGS
CONTRIBUTIONS AND REPRINT
INVITATION.
For The Public.
These are the days when life comes singing by
With purpose written in each brighter sky;
So comes my heart along the open way
To gladly plant whatever fields it may.
Life leads me forth from dreariness to claim
The songs and splendor of creation's fame;
To plow, to seed, to measure hope anew.
And find dear fortunes as the robins do.
I hear the mallards moving swiftly north;
With them adventure bravely hurries forth.
Strange spaces seek these sailors to explore—
As sought their kind, long centuries before.
Today life cleaves its barriers in two,
And bids all nature pass securely through.
Leave winter, Love, and be your faith Inclined
Fresh blossoms by your garden paths to find.
GEORGE E. BOWEN.

PROBLEMS AND PERILS OF THE
UNEMPLOYED.
Bolton Hall's Comment in the New York Herald of
March 7, 1909, on Accompanying Photographs
of Vagrant Drunkards and Groups of
Criminal Tramps.
Those men arc dangerous—dangerous, as
sources of disease, to health ; dangerous, as thieves,
to property ; dangerous, as yeggmen, to life and
property, and far more dangerous to our political
liberties, as the tools for political corruption that
sanctions and conspires with all the dangerous
forces.
These votes can he bought for a drink.
How come wages so low that a man will sell
not only his time, but his rights, so cheap as that ?
A Sphinx question this. The nation that cannot
answer it must le destroyed.
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A typical tramp struck mc for a nickel as I
stood in a doorway.
"Look here," said I. "You smell of beer, and
that is bad for begging."
"I know I do," he said, "but I am hungry all
the same. There's many a one that'll give a fel
low a drink who won't give him a bit to eat."
Many of these men think they came to tramping
through drink. They do not know what you and
I know—that drinking is a symptom. The man
who lives under strain, the man who has no legiti
mate excitement or interests, he is the man who
drinks.
This was shown clearly when we had the vacant
lots gardens here. One cultivator had an extra
nice plot. One of the policemen was talking to
the superintendent.
"Well," says the "Finest," "there is one good
thing about this here; we used to have to run
Mickey Flynn in every Saturday night for a 'd.
d.,' but we haven't had him once since youse give
him that garden."
But when poor Mickey's interests ceased (that
is not his real name) and he had disposed of his
crop, the police had to dispose of him again.
Drink ? Yes. If you and I had to live as those
men live any one of us would drink, too.
We who "have been in almost all evil that is
done under the sun" know that Solomon knew
the world when he said, "Give strong drink unto
him that is ready to perish and wine unto those
that 1k> of heavy hearts. Ix>t him drink and for
get his poverty and remember his misery no
more.'' (Proverbs, xxxi, 6 and 7.)
Commissioner Hebbard says: "Not over five
per cent of the bread line want to work in a
Blackwell's Island stone quarry." He has tried
it and knows—not the stone quarry, but the bread
line.
Well, if I had been sleeping on park benches or
walking the streets each night, "boarding round"
at the free lunch counters and constantly overfed
on rich suppers of dry bread at one o'clock a. m., I
think not over five per cent of me would want
to work at even the most charming stone quarry.
Does want of sleep and of food account for your
energy or for Commissioner Hebbard's?
It would be to laugh, if it were not to weep,
that we who don't do that sort of work blame
those who won't ; that we who have "added house
to house and field to field till there is no room
on the earth" should cry out that the workingmen will not do hard labor for a pittance of pay
—will rather beg back a tithe of the fruits of
their labor than beg for the chance to earn it
under savage conditions.
A bachelor friend of mine one iv>nming noticed
a ragged looking tramp across the street, and had
him callr7 :*i to his breakfast' table to gratify
a whim ratner than from philanthropy. During
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the course of conversation he asked his guest why
he lived the life of a tramp.
"I was not always this. 1 used to be a me
chanic, and a good one, too. 1 had a family—a
wife and two children. During the hard times
I lost my job. For a while we lived upon our lit
tle savings, but these were soon used up. Then 1
went on the road looking for work, but no work
could I find. Everywhere I received the same re
ply, 'We have more of our old hands on the wait
ing list than we will have work for, and we arc
not taking on any new ones.' Finally, I had to
beg and was arrested twice as a vagrant. Winter
came on. One cold night 1 fell in with a lot of
tramps and we drifted into the city. I still had
a desire to regain my old place of self-respect, but
I could find no work. In the spring I tramped
again, but I have discovered that 1 could live
without work by begging, and, as 1 had become
so shabby looking that no one would employ me,
I did not look for work. I have been a tramp
ever since.
"Life as a tramp is not as bad as you might
think, if you leave self-respect out of the question.
No man will be a tramp until he loses that, but
many a poor chap is losing it in these hard times "
In the beginning it was said that "the earth
should bring forth abundantly to satisfy the de
sire of every living thing,"' and that "in the sweat
of man's brow he should eat bread."' But we have
separated men from the earth, so that the most
available earth brings forth nothing but weeds
and unearned fortunes. New York City is sur
rounded by a belt of vacant, unused lands, prac
tically thirty miles wide. That land put to the
uses to which it could best be put would employ
every unemployed man in the State of New York.
Some of it should be built on by the people who
now crowd the slums. But how can thev build
on it when it costs from $2,500 to $10,000 a lot?
Some of it should be in market gardens, some in
sand pits or stone quarries or gravel banks, and
a little of it in farms. But every foot of it that
has any selling price today is evidently wanted
by somebody for something and ought to be used
for something.
In our insane systems of taxation and penalties.
if a man robs a hen coop we fine him once and
call it "punishment," but if he builds a hen coop
we fine him every year and call it "taxes."' We
have put a premium on keeping land vacant, on
raising nothing but rents on it. We have made
it more profitable to work the worker than to work
the land, and then we wonder at this mysterious
phenomenon—the man out of work—and it never
occurs to us to take ourselves and our laws out
of his way and let him get to work.
We do not need to give any man work. Nature
did that when she provided the earth. She gave
the onlv thing needed for everybody to work. Out
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of that earth conies, directly or indirectly, the
bread, the clothing, the shelter and everything else
that we need, but we have put them out of our
hands and out of the reach of our brothers.
Truly, we ought to thank God for the dan
ger and disease that the tramp brings, for it is
only such things that will wake up men like you
and me to think.
+
+
+

THE REMEDY FOR THE ILLS OF
MISGOVERNMENT.
From an Address Delivered Before the Peoria Sunday
Lyceum, February 28, by Robert Cumming.
Themistocles, an Athenian statesman of be
tween 300 and 400 years before the birth of
Christ, said: "I cannot play upon a stringed in
strument: but 1 can. tell how of a little village to
make a great and glorious city."
Even I can tell you how to do that, and far
more than that, I can tell you how to solve the
riddle which the Sphinx of Fate puts to our civ
ilization, and which not to answer is to be de
stroyed.
I can tell you how to end forever these con
stantly recurring seasons of industrial depres
sions; how to remedy industrial wrongs so that
"hard times'' w-ill come again no more.
I can tell you how to make opportunity to labor
as free as air, so that labor will receive its full
earnings, and capital its just reward. I can tell
you how to secure for all men equal rights in the
bounty of their Creator.
I can tell you how to obtain revenue without
taxation for all the needs of government—natural
public revenue so wisely planned that the very
appropriation of it for all the public needs, local.
State and national, secures for every child born
equal birthright in all the natural provision made
for all mankind.
I can toll you how to bring order out of chaos,
harmony out of discord, and how to remedy not
only some of the ills, but all of the ills of misgovernment, so that in the language of Tsaiah: "In
stead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and
instead of the briar shall come up the myrtle
tree." "They shall build houses and inhabit them,
and they shall plant vineyards and eat the fruit
of them. They shall not build and another in
habit: they shall not plant and another eat."
1 can tell you how to do all these things, howto make the world—
"Blossom as a rose from pole to pole."
1 can tell you how to do all this without social
ism or paternalism, and without "shock or jar to
the existing order of things."
I can tell you how to secure the very best re
sults attainable on this earth in the way of good
government. I can explain to you all these things
in a few words.
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Nobody knows more than everybody. All gov
ernments up to and including our own, have been
and still are administered on the assumption that
some of the people know more than all of the
people. Misgovernment and all the ills of misgovernment are due to the violation of the selfevident truth enunciated in the Declaration of In
dependence that all just powers of government
are derived from the consent of the governed.
This is the most valuable statement contained in
'hat great document. It is the statement that,
more than all the other truths therein set forth.
makes the Declaration of Independence immortal.
It is a statement of truth for all time, as vital and
inspiring to 'the cause of human liberty in one
land as in another. The making of that inspiring
declaration—that all governments derive their
just powers from the consent of the governed—is
as far as we have yet gone in the building of the
Republic.
The movement now taking place all over the
land for "government by commission," with the
initiative, the referendum and recall, is the most
important of all events that have taken place in
this country since the Declaration of Independ
ence. In fact, it is the taking up of the work
that begun—the establishing of the Republic in
all its fullness. It means what we have never yet
had on this earth as a nation—government of, by
and for the people. When each village, city,
county and State is free to manage its own affairs
in its own way. then and not till then will we
have government by consent of the governed.
AVith each local governing body in control of
its own law-making power, by means of the initia
tive, the referendum and recall, the people will
be in position to grapple successfully with all the
problems of go\ eminent.
Some community will then find out the best
way of doing one thing, some other community
will discover the best way of doing some other
thing, and each will follow the other in the solv
ing of every social problem.
With every local governing body thus free to
manage its own exclusively local affairs without
let or hindrance from any outside power, the
combined intelligence of the whole people will
thus be brought to bear on the solution of all the
problems of government. This is the way, and
the only way. to remedy the ills of misgovernnient. If the combined intelligence of the whole
people would be unequal to the task of solving all
the problems of government, it will bo impossible
to solve them and wrong and oppression will con
tinue to the end of time. For all of the people
know more than part of the people, even though
that part be the "ruling classes."
I do not believe that God has made any mis
take in making man as He has made him. Neith
er do T believe that He has placed on man the
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' responsibilities incident to human progress, with
out having endowed him with ample ability to
cope with these responsibilities. Therefore 1 say
that with the right of local self government se
cured, and the republic of Jefferson and Lincoln
once established, the people will prove equal to
the task of solving aright all the problems of
government, thereby remedying all the ills of
misgovernment.
Surely not the least of the ills of misgovern
ment is the disinheriting of the masses. This is
the greatest of all social wrongs. The remedy for
this wrong is the abolition of the burdens of taxa
tion made necessary by the private appropriation
of ground rent, called the "unearned increment,"
which is the natural public revenue.
Supposing that each local governing body were
free to manage its own local affairs as it saw fit.
and that Peoria were to exempt from taxation for
local purposes all manufacturing plants, machin
ery, buildings, and all other forms of wealth, and
make up the deficit by appropriating for public
use that much of the "unearned increment" in the
form of a tax on the site value of land only—
what then would happen? Peoria would get the
trade far and near. No city in the State would
be able to compete with Peoria merchants and
manufacturers. The vacant lot industry in Peo
ria would be a thing of the past. No one could
afford to hold out land out of use. The building
trades would be kept busy. Wages would rise.
Rent would fall. Prices would be lowered, the
cost of living reduced. Other cities would at
once find it to their interest to follow Peoria's ex
ample. A reform so simple, and beneficial and so
self-cvidently just would soon find wide accept
ance by State and nation. The time would be at
hand when the "unearned increment" would be
diverted into ever}' public treasury, relieving the
people of all tax burdens, opening and equalizing
the natural opportunities to all men, while sup
plying the natural public revenue in abundance
for all the needs of government.
In like manner all other problems of govern
ment would be solved.
With all men thus free to produce wealth in
every form, and free to exchange it with one an
other, how could stagnation of trade or indus
trial depression be possible? How could "hard
times'" come again?
The Sphinx of Fate the riddle puts today,
To BOlve or perish, as a nation may.
And this the riddle, o'er all earth's extent:
To whom belongs the "unearned increment"?
But before any measure of reform worth while
can be attained in city, State or nation, wre must
first secure control of the law-making power and
ot our public officials, by means of the initiative,
the referendum and recall.
Freedom ,s no* ye* nere' DUt ahe'e coming.
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MARRIAGE AS A PRESENT-DAY
PROBLEM.
An Address Delivered Before the New York Associa
tion of the New Church, February 22, 1909,
by Alice Thacher Post.
Marriage is a factor, a most impingent factor,
in the life that we know. To determine its rela
tionship to life, to probe fears regarding it, and
estimate its promises, wc must first obtain some
general view of the life of which it is a vital part.
This world in which we find ourselves, you and
I—the only world we have ever known—let us
ask ourselves some simple questions about it, just
as we asked when we were children; only now we
can give more widely inclusive answers, covering
vaster relationships and lovelier values, than we
could give as children, for we have known the
world longer, and we believe that we have learned
a few of the laws under which it fulfills its ap
pointed purpose.
We have learned that this teeming, lively
world, with all its charm and interest, its bur
dens and shames and joys, is not a world of finali
ties. It is rather a world of beginnings, as far as
our consciousness is concerned. We find our
selves here, in a beauty that pictures and images
spiritual things, with impulses pressing and throb
bing through us, impelling to life and labor and
love.
We asked as children, What is it all for? Those
present here would probably agree upon the an
swer—that as we live and labor and love, great
choices are constantly presented to us: How shall
we regard the importance of the preservation and
welfare of other lives, as compared with our own
preservation and welfare? Shall our labor be
performed for the support and enrichment of our
selves and our own families, or as a beneficent func
tion for the common social good ? Shall we love
ourselves rather than others, or find our very life
in the love of others? This world in which we are
now speaking together is the theater of activity
in which thc*e choices are offered us, and in
which, therefore, character tendencies are formed,
to l>e developed—who shall say how far?—on the
spiritual plane of last things. For the love of
others, with the love of God, is the whole of spir
itual life. The lack of these loves is all the hell
there is.
The living people of the world—Society—are
making their choices,—choices between the selfish
or one-man and family good, and the unselfish
or social good. Let us make no mistake at this
point. Society as a whole can make no choice:
the individuals make the choices. Neither at any
given time will all or a greater part of the indi
viduals composing Society in this world, have
made their choices. The children and young peo
ple will always have their choices to make; the
middle-aged people will be making them: only the
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old will have practically made them, and even
with the old, not until they have laid aside their
tasks and gone on out of their earth-school, will
they have finished their choosing. So Society is
not in itself spiritual, nor can it ever be.
But is the world the same old theater of activ
ity from age to age? In the light of the history
of human experience I think we may perceive
advance in the plane of choice. The choices for
good made by the men and women of older days
have not been without their eternal value to the
race. The man who hates—hate is the reflex
emotion of self-love,—the man who hates his
neighbor today may be quite as unspiritual as
the hater of the days of the Trojan War, but h«
will be much more likely to try to ruin the busi
ness or besmirch the reputation of the object of
his hatred, than to jab him with a spear; and in
deed he will be very likely to confine the expres
sion of his malevolence to muttered words of con
tempt, uttered only to sympathetic companions.
One action may be in essence no better than the
other, but its manifestation is on a more interior
plane of life. The day of spear-jabbings as ex
pressions of enmity is past. We make our choices
on higher planes at least than that. And on the
higher planes of choice we can make them in
greater and greater freedom. If you do any spearjabbing you have to reckon in an early age with
angry kindred, and in a later day with organized
Society's policemen, and personal considerations
confuse the issues in the case. But let your
hatred confine itself to words of contempt, and
you may grow beyond them, and later with regret
recall them. A great choice of as great impor
tance thus becomes one of many in a long life of
choices, when the spear-jabber had to center
practically all his choices about the one angry
killing incident, in regard to the injustice of
which lie may never have had time to become
clear.
With greater inferiority in the choice between
good and evil, is involved the possession of great
er freedom. The hatred illustration showed that
lor the individual. The history of the civilized
world shows it for the race, for history has but
one tale for us—the record of liberties successive
ly won. With the old social liberties, maintained
in the heavens eternally for us by those who
chose them, suffered for them, and often died for
them: with the newer social liberties now being
won, we have also under the same law new spir
itual liberties. "The truth shall make you free."
From the beginning of the world that has been
so. New truth brings also new freedom. Yet
always do the honest and fine lovers of the old
truth cry out against the dangers of the freedom
that comes with the new. People will misunder
stand it; will misuse it. Even the Scriptures have
been withheld by eeclesiasticism from the little in
structed, lest they he profaned. But you who hold
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the motto of the New Age to be, "Now it is per
mitted," shall you fear the freedom of the truth?
Now what place does marriage hold in our
non-spiritual Society, living, as it does, in a world
which offers a basis for ever more and more in
terior regenerations?
We shall probably agree that not only is mod
ern society possessed of higher ideals of marriage
than have ever existed in the world before, but
that there are also more opportunities for pro
found and interior unions in marriage than ever
before. Social life is in greater flux. We are all
acquainted with a vastly greater number of per
sons than could be known in days of less adequate
transportation and communication. Selections for
marriage are made from among many possibili
ties, and with far greater care. Modern education
fits both young men and young women to better
understand the interests and developing life pur
poses of each. Intellectual as well as affectional
companionship, and a social function that is to a
degree to be shared by each, in sympathy if not
in actual labor, are involved in our modern mar
riage ideals. In this our non-spiritual world, spir
itual marriages are becoming a recognized fact,
whether known by that name or not. And the
man who is making the choices that lead to spir
itual life, whether he believes himself to be a ma
terialist, or calls himself an agnostic, or hopes
for the Kingdom of Heaven, longs with all his
soul for a marriage of the spirit.
Marriage more real than ever before, then, is
in our midst. Is it not natural and normal that,
as in all other social advance, with it should come
greater freedom in respect to contractual or cere
monial marriage? As has been said, Society is
non-spiritual. It can only concern itself with
natural marriages, and it only properly concerns
itself with them because there are involved cer
tain individual civil rights to be conserved. But
non-spiritual Society is sensitive to the logic of
the demands for spiritual marriage. 'It is true,"
says Society, "that the marriage ceremony is not
marriage." "It is true," says Society, "that
where a mistake has been made and there is cleav
age instead of union, there is no real marriage; if
the rights of all involved can be conserved, it is
none of our business to insist upon the perma
nence of the tie." "But," savs the spiritually in
structed person, "those two do not know whether
they really belong to each other or not; have they
fulfilled their uttermost duty each to the other?
Will not the regenerating advance of one or both
be checked by an abandonment of the assumed
duty of living their lives " together for better or
for worse?" But, my brother, while those ques
tions may properly be addressed to the persons
considering the annulment of their contractual
marriage, they should not be addressed to Soci
ety. These are matters with which Society has
nothing to do. The man is put by the Divine
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Hand into a world where he may choose between
good and evil. He is left in freedom, to remain
self-centered, or to be born again into the love
of others. He is left in freedom, moreover, as to
the way by which he shall go the regenerative
road, if he chooses that road. So when non-spir
itual Society has conserved those interests with
which alone Society is concerned, it lies and it
should lie with the individual, to decide what at
titude he shall take toward the ceremonial and
contractual ties of marriage. It is a question of
choosing in freedom, and only in freedom can
real choices be made. With more interior mar
riage has come, under universal law, the greater
freedom.
Let us not fear this freedom more than any
other. Will not the spiritually instructed man
who is progressing in the love of the neighbor,
respect the possibilities of his own contractual
marriage, no matter how disappointing, to the
uttermost? Will he not, if he be not tempted to
harshness by some subtle love of dominion, be
disposed to leave all other individuals to decide
for themselves how far contractual marriages
must be regarded as of permanent obligation, real
izing that no man knoweth for another the heart's
bitterness when the profoundest human love is
assailed? And for Society, will not this spiritually
instructed man aim to develop such social laws
as shall best preserve the institution of marriage,
while also preserving to the utmost individual
freedom?
And after all, does not Society, non-spiritual
though it be, stand for monogamic marriage? and
is it not developing normally the upward trend in
marriage?
Can we ask for anything better than what we
find? Look about you. It is like a class of chil
dren in school. They are studying and playing
and forming friendships. To the older child or
to the very young teacher it is of the greatest
importance that all the problems should be
worked out right, that there should be no tardi
ness, no disorder, no untruths spoken, and that
all the reports should be perfect. But you and I
know that after all, those things are of but little
moment. The problems we fail to work out, the
petty unveracities, the quarrels, the mistakes—
they all have their values. Look back over your
own lives. Are you not exactly most afraid at
those very points in your character-building
where you can say: "In this matter I never fell"?
If you can honestly report, "In all my childhood
I never told a lie," are you not more fearful in
the silent depths of your soul over that fact than
over any other? Do you feel wholly at rest over
the future of the boy who has never lost his tem
per, or never been late?
We are children in the big school. We are
learning our lessons, and playing together, and
making' friendships; and, oh, how many mistakes
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we are making, and how many failures the stern
moralist who reflects a more inflexible and repres
sive epoch, feels obliged to point out! But, my
friends, you and I need not be troubled. We
believe in this Age of the New Truth, and we be
lieve still more in the coining Ages. We see the
children of this class in school—the class of our
time—learning more easily and happily the more
human lessons that an advancing Age knows how
to set before its children.
Above all, the marriage lesson—the beautiful,
sacred marriage lesson! Always that has been
sweet, always has it been sacred; and now more
than ever. Have not the young people of each
successive generation of the ages believed that
none have loved as they love? And have they
been altogether wrong? Can that perception be
wholly mistaken? I think no more than the testi
mony to the interior goodness of their husbands,
borne by most loving wives. The idly jesting
World laughs, and calls Love blind. Nay, rather,
it is only Love that has sight ; all others are blind.
The wife sees the potential angel in her husband,
and the only other who sees that angel in the
making is the Master himself. Lisiten further to
our young lovers—non-spiritual, perhaps, as far
as their own knowledge of themselves goes. They
wake to new spiritualities. The young man—
kindly, and a useful citizen—perhaps will say
frankly: ''Do you know, I never knew before how
happy one could be in making another happy."'
And that is just what that love was sent to him for
—to turn his love from himself to another. The
love of others outside himself, is born. But to
become truly a spiritual love it must not stop
there. Then come his little ones about his
knees. His love of others reaches out to them.
Still it must not stop there, for they are still, as
it were, a part of himself. But the way has been
opened for him to love still others beyond—his
neighbors and fellow-citizens. And so it goes on.
Is not this the course of a large part of the life
around you? Not all, for there are mistakes,
there are failures, there are those who have to do
a task over. But only those who value records
more than character will put stress upon that.
Records! What are they? Is it said when one
comes to die, that he wa6 an honored and respect
ed citizen, a good husband and father, and a pil
lar of the church? Why, he may have been hon
ored for the possession of wealth obtained by the
exploitation of his fellowmen; he may have been
respected for abilities which enabled him to
pose as a public-spirited citizen while bending
law-makers to serve his corrupt ends; he may have
purchased a hollow tranquillity at his home by
£ifts and flatteries; and he may have thought to
buy his way into the Kingdom of Heaven by
pecuniary contributions to the support of an «cclesiasticism, and by a starched demeanor in the
church building. No, it is not on our record*
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that we stand in the Divine Sight. Has a man of the beautiful do more than for the lesson of
learned to desire to serve his fellow-men—even marriage. The love stories are the epics of the
though the path thither led through the peniten
race. Marriage began in a garden, and down
tiary? Has the longing for a true marriage been through the ages it has blossomed in the gardens,
awakened in him, no matter through what sins in the sunshine with dancing, and in the moon
against marriage he has buffeted his way? Has light with songs. With the courage of adventure,
he fallen at the feet of the Most High, knowing with the earnestness of high endeavor, with the
that of himself alone he is nothing, and less than charm of sympathy and service, arrayed in all the
nothing, and only desiring to become the servant beauty of the world, it has come to us.
through which the Divine impulse of use can act?
Shall we fear for the future of this most beau
The beautiful marriage lesson! That helps tiful thing? Shall we figure out with statistics
more than any other one lesson of life to make that human life is somehow to get away from it—
the regenerative choices. Indeed, that is the the very human life that we have so much faith
reason the spiritual man has such repugnance to in? Bather let us, knowing the glorious origin
breaking the contractual marriage, fearing lest of marriage in the absolute oneness of the Divine
some of the lessons for one or the other partner Love and the Divine Wisdom in the Godhead, and
should be missed. And because of the great value its finality in the union between God and Uni
of the marriage lesson, of all the phenomena of versal Man, sec all its course as under the divine
our earthly life it is the most endowed with beau
guidance—from the simple mating of the natural
ty, that we may desire it.
man, perhaps only in imperfect and temporary
Did you ever think where beauty comes from? forms, through the mistakes and frequent mis
The poets. es|>ecially those of the last century, haps of the regenerating man. into the completer
class "the beautiful" with "the good'' and "the marriage of the life to come—a marriage of union
true," and in a general way they arc right. We have of function in the service of the Kingdom of
little reason to think that the animals have a gen
Heaven.
uine sense of the beautiful, though they show
And what of our preparation for the service of
signs of pleasure at certain colors and sounds. that great neighbor? Must it not begin in this
But with man, back of the cruder pleasures of world? The ascending degrees of the love of the
impinging sense-impressions perceived with ex
neighbor have been often enumerated. They be
ceptional clearness, is a haunting, ineffable de
gin with those near to us; then comes the com
light in the imagery and movement of the w-orld. munity in which we live; then the larger neigh
Authors of essays on the source of the sublime bor, the nation; then the great common life of
and beautiful, have got but little farther in their regenerating men- and women; and then the
quest than to the vague mental instrument of Kingdom in the Heavens.
"association of ideas." But I think we of this
Ask yourself—must not the women who, re
new time may look a little beyond, over the bor
generating
co-ordinately with their husbands, are
der of sense-impressions and intellectual equip
ment. Suppose the Lord God had wanted to tell to enter into the profounder degrees of marriage
us something of the spiritual life He is trying to —must not they enter into like development of
lead us into, but which we cannot in any way the love of the neighbor in successively higher
consciously realize until the little babe of spiritual and higher degree? Their service may not be
life within us develops its spiritual senses, would identical, but there must be intelligent love and
lie not put us in the interim in a world of o.ur service. We can hardly believe that the desire
to love and serve the community and the nation
own plane of non-spiritual life, where neverthe
less all the phenomena were images and likeness- can be actively developing in the heart of the
eses of the more real spiritual things back in that woman who can say: "f do not care to know any
spiritual plane to which we are being lifted? And thing about public affairs; I leave all that to my
do you not believe that that is just what He did husband.'" It is her neighbor—the community.
do? Then is it not perfectly natural to believe It is her neighbor—the nation. Will she give a
that the real thing—the spiritual thing—should stone for bread?
And the great common life of men—shall the
be all the time pressing down and down into the
woman or the man be too good for it? too dainty?
natural, to tell us its story? These are the trail
ing "clouds of glory"; this is the "common bush too clever? Xay. rather, all ve are brethren ;' the
afire with Ood": this is "the light that never was Master was among us as he that served.
on sea or land." This is the true pantheism, if
Into that service will there not come with the
you will—the life back, that fills this world from progress of regenerative marriage, men and wo
brim to brim with beauty—beauty that may not men together, bearing the wine and bread of life,
be spoken, though poet and artist and musician thinking out the principles of orderlv co-operation
have for their blessed function the effort to inter
and bringing them to fruition—their spiritual
pret it to us.
children? Can we have the true Parliament of
As was said, tor no lesson of life does the sense Man in the prophesied Federation of the World,
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until men ami women, in great marriage, unite to
serve the world ?
If. then, the fears in regard to marriage which
gather in an Age that clings to the letter rather
than the spirit, dissipate in the light of the more
fundamental truths of an advancing Age; and if
the real marriages of the world become constantly
more interior and sweeter and more fruitful in
uses; and if we dimly perceive that the mighty
marriage fact holds as yet undreamed of possi
bilities of happy growth for the future of the
race,—if all this be true, we may dismiss consid
eration of marriage as a problem. It is a lesson,
if you will, to be learned, sometimes in sorrow.
But in sorrow or joy it is the most potent, the
most uplifting and the loveliest factor of life.

+ * +
WANDERLUST.
Beyond the East the sunrise, beyond the West
sea,
And East and West the wanderlust that will
let me be;
It works In me like madness, Dear, to bid me
good-by!
For the seas call and the stars call, and oh,
call of the sky!

the
not
say
the

I know not where the white road runs, nor what
the blue hills are,
But a man can have the sun for friend, and for his
guide a star;
And there's no end of voyaging when once the
voice is heard,
For the river calls and the road calls, and oh, the
call of a bird!
Yonder the long horizon lies, and there by night
and day
The old ships draw to home again, the young ships
sail away;
And come I may, but go I must, and if men ask
you why,
You may put the blame on the stars and the sun
and the white road and the sky!
—Gerald Gould in the London Spectator.

no men and women like those who have fought
for freedom in Russia. 'Sometime in the future,'
he predicts, 'when the true historian of the Rus
sian revolution appears, we will write of men and
women of so exalted a nature that antiquity will
be dumb and boast no more her classic heroes/ "
With extraordinary industry Mr. Robinson has
compiled the heart-breaking roll of the distin
guished names that have been sacrificed to auto
cratic violence. The roster of poets, novelists, sci
entists, who have fallen in recent years, reads like
a review of contemporary Russian literary life. A
book of desperate tragedy—and inspiration.
BOLTON HALL.

+

+

+

COMMON SENSE SUGGESTIONS.
The Life Power, and How to Use it. By Elizabeth
Towne. Published by Elizabeth Towne, Hoylyoke,
Mass. Price $1.00
The "sweet reasonableness"' of Mrs. Towne's philosopy in matters of every day experience is well
presented in this volume, which is one of several
from the hand of the editor of the helpful little
magazine. "The Nautilus.'' There is no straining
to elaborate some abstract theory of life in the
writings of Mrs. Towne, but she strikes at once at
the heart of our every day problems which lose
their vexing quality in the cheerful, wholesome at
mosphere of love and faith, in which she invites us
to view them. In the main she holds to the "eter
nal verities" in a simple original fashion that lends
to even the platitudes of so-called "new thought"
a vigor and freshness which inspire a more or
less active practice of principles perceived to be
true. She seeks to make living application of the
power so strongly set forth bv Ernest Crosby in a
poem which she quotes:
Where are the cowards who bow down to envir
onment—
Who think they are maje of what tluy eat and must
conform to the bed they lie in?
I am not wax — I am energy!
I ike the whirlwind and water spout, I twist my
environment into my form, whether it will or no.
A. L. M.
T

BOOKS
A PROTEST AGAINST OPPRESSION.
Comrade Kropotkin. By Victor Robinson. Pub
lished by the Altrurians, 12 Mt. Morris Park W.,
New York. Price, 50 cents.
Of this little book the New York Times of
March 6 says that the author gives "us a highly
concentrated extract of the horrible annals of
Russian despotism and brutality from the days
of Nicholas I- down to the present time.
He
writes apparently in full sympathy with all the
revolutionaries who have striven against the Ro
manoffs. In all the world he says there have been

V

V

THE HELPLESSNESS OF POVERTY.
A Little Sister of the Poor. By Josephine Conger
Kaneko. Published by the Progressive Woman
Publishing Co., Girard. Kansas. 1909. Price, 26
cents.
Of the working-girls' pitiful battle against pov
erty—that monster which to a woman is always
double-headed—here is one more picture, some
what crude, but sincere and drawn with restraint.
The innocent and dainty young country girl, the
coarser fibred and thoughtless vet virtuous citv
shop-girl, the two proud and sensitive Polish
refugees.—all are swept struggling over the rap
ids into the whirlpool of ruin or death. The book
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is the result of the authors observations of life
in the Chicago slums, and there is nothing new
and everything true in its miseries.

India," gives, as the preface assures us, a definite
meaning and purpose to the fantastic story.
A. L. M.

ANGELINE LOESCH.

*

*

*
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"SENSE OF NONSENSE"
The Gay Gnani of Gingalee: Or Discords of Devolu
tion. By Florence Huntley, Author of "Harmonics
of Evolution." Chicago Indo-American Book Co.,
Price $1.00.
In this travesty, which deals with the type of
devotees that may make any philosophy ridicu
lous, the author puts the Gay Gnani of Gingalee
through a series of sentimental adventures in the
"astral body," only to bring him to scientific an
alysis and extinction at last. As a relaxation for
the brain dizzied by theosophical speculations, the
career of Alonzo Leffingwcll, the "mystic," is cor
dially commended. The "Interlude,*" contributed
by "a member of the Order of the Brotherhood of

The Chautauquan for March in a brief article on
the "Woman Question in Germany," introduces the
reader by sketch and photograph to Frau Cauer
and five or six others of Germany's most prominent
and progressive women. In this issue, too, is an
other of the series of "World-Peace" articles, this
one by Charles A. Conant, entitled "Modern Eco
nomic Forces Against War."
A. L.
"t*

t*

*r

Josiah Quincy was walking near the Boston city
hall, when he heard one Irish laborer say to another,
"That's Josiah Quincy." "An' who's Josiah Quincy?"
the other asked. "I niver see such Ignorance," re*
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ever saw," "Priceless." "Single subjects worth the money " some of
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desk as a reference book. Good for self and neighbor. 6 copies for
*1 00.
SCHOOL OF STATESMANSHIP.
3011 Prairie Avenue, CHICAGO.

Red Estate For Sal* and Exchange
EDWARD POLAK
4030 Third Ave.
Now York City

SACRIFICE SALE of de Luxe Editions of
Standard Authors. Descriptive Catalog and
special Price List free. H.H.Timby, Conneaut.O.

THIS IS A GOOD TIME
Land Values Taxation

to send new subscriptions.
Show The Public to your friends.

IN

GREAT BRITAIN

Clubs of Three
O
O

To extend the circulation of The Public anions
new readers, and at the same time to relieve of
expense such regular readers, or others, as take
the trouble to procure ua new subscriptions, we
will supply three subscriptions for the price of
two, on the following terms:

V

A Club of Three Annual Subscriptions
(at least two of them new) .
.
$2.00
A Club of Three Semi Annual Subscrip
tions (at least two ol them new) • $1.00
A Club of Three Quarterly Subscrip
tions (al least two ol them new) • $ .50

Complete Set (over 30)
Pamphlets on the
Question.

60 Cents, Post Free
To any address in the
United States and
Canada.

E
"o
>
-a
c
3
o
CO

Any person soliciting- new subscribers will be
allowed the same terms. For every two new sub
scriptions for which he forwards us cash at regu
lar rates we will honor his order for a third sub-cription (new or old) free.
£ /> ' Make all Checks, Money Orders.
flc, payable to

LOUIS F. POST,

Land Values Publication Dept.
376-77, Strand

London, W. C.

Our readers are asked to mention THE

?

r

na.

*0

e
00

n

Ellsworth Building,
CHICAGO, ILL.

Make any combination to suit yourself. For exam
ple, you can renew your own subscription for a year and
send eight new subscriptions for three months for $2.00.
PUBLIC when writing to Advertiser!.

March 19. 1909.

joined the first. "He's the grandson of the statue
you see in the yard."—Woman's Journal.
+

+

T

Freddie: "Say. wouldn't you like to have three
eyes?"
George: "Yes."
Freddie: "Where'd you have the other eye?"
George: "I'd have it in the back of my head."
Freddie: "You would? I wouldn't."
George:
"Where would you have your other
eye?"
Freddie:
"Why, I'd have it in the end of my
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terras, with lucid explanations and without editorial
bias, all the news of the world of historical value.
It is also an editorial paper, and, though it abstains from
mingling editorial opinions with lis news accounts. It
has opinions of a pronounced character, based upon the
principles of fundamental democracy, which, in the col
umns reserved fcr editorial comment, it expresses fully
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consequences, and without regard to any considerations
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statements of fact: It simply aspires to a deserved
reputation for intelligence and honesty in both.
Besides its editorial and news features, the paper con
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thumb, so i could poke it through a knothole in the
fence and see the ball game for nothin'."— The De
lineator.
Looking over the average 'varsity song book, one
invariably reaches the conclusion that Alma Mater
was a drinking woman. — Puck.

+

+

+

"But, look here," said the indignant antiquary.
"In my article on early Grecian sculpture I dis
tinctly mentioned Phidias. Why has his name been
deleted?" The editor smiled quietly. "When," he

The Library Edition of
Henry George's Works
Three-Fourths of all the Remaining Sets of
George's Works have come under thi
control of the Book Department of The
Public. We announced February 5, that
we held 310 sets.
We have now 300 Sets.
We are selling these sets at the same half rate
» that we made on the sixty sets which we
pss-rr sold last fall . j7 50 at our office; or $8.50
E-^r^w'th transportation prepaid to anyjex^.^a^, press address in the United StatesJ or
Canada.
When an edition of an author's works compris
ing so many volumes, goes out of print,
it is usually many years before a new
edition appears ; and it is a still longer
time before the new edition is offered for
sale at a reduced price. This is therefore
the opportunity of years.
The^original regular price of theJLibrary Edition
GK~58was $15.00. It was printed from the
"same plates and has the same illustrations
|as the Memorial Edition, which sold for
$25.00, and is now out of print.
This Library Edition consists of ten volumes;
bound in green canvas, with gilt tops,
and the sets here offered for sale have
rough front edges.
The volumes run as follows:
I. Progress and Poverty.
II. Social Problems.
III. The Land Question.
Contains "The Land Question," "Property
in Land," and the "Condition of Labor'1
(open letter to Pope Leo XIII).
IV Protection or Free Trade.
V A Perplexed Philosopher,
VI and VII. The Science of Political Economy.
VIII Our Land and Land Policy.
Contains the miscellaneous writings,
speeches and lectures,
IX. and X. The Life of Henry George.

THE PUBLIC, Book Dept, Ellsworth Bldg, Chicago
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said, "you find old man Phidias getting his work
advertised in this paper under five shillings a line
you come right around and let me know."—The
Bangkok Times.

+

the Trust!!
The Smashing AottTrasl Fight Now On!

+

+

Mrs. Sohoppen: I want five pounds of sugar,
please.
Grocer: Yes'm; anything else?
"No, that's all; I'll take it with me if It isn't too
heavy a package."
"Oh! It'll only, weigh three or four pounds,
ma'am."— Philadelphia Press.
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is organized to secure for each individual his
proportionate share in the wealth
of the world.
It is proposed to secure justice in the distri
bution of wealth by abolishing all taxes except
one, and maintain a single tax upon what is
now known as the value of land.
By this method of taxation it is expected to
prevent the buying and selling of land and allow
the money spent for land to buy goods and em
ploy labor.
When a plot of land in a city sells for one
million dollars, it means that such a bare lot
rents for forty thousand dollars a year and sells
for a sum equal to the rent of twenty-five years
of the future. When a man, having sold the
lot, spends the million dollars, he compels labor
to pay cash forfuture expectation, and
pay future rent with present bvealth.
while the buyer of the lot continues to collect
the same rent from labor day by day as it is
being earned.
Labor may be made to pay this price for land
only because a surplus is being produced over
and above the necessities for a living and the
buyer in getting money for land, gets the
surplus wealth for nothing that otherwise would
be distributed as an increased share to labor.
For further information address
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