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EDITORIAL
Tom L. Johnson's "Defeat."
Tom L. Johnson was not defeated at the Cleve
land election ; his victory, as Lincoln Steffens says
(p. 941), was already won. He cannot be de
feated; for his cause is first of all to him, and
his cause cannot lose. Like the sun, though it
set at night it rises again come morning. It does
not even set, except to provincials whose horizon
is narrow, but is always high in the heavens. This
is not butterfly optimism; it is the truth, as men
who have tested it have found it to be. The
man who can advise his followers to "talk about
what we are going to do tomorrow, not what we
did yesterday," as Johnson advised the morning
after 42,000 out of 80,000 citizens of Cleveland
had voted him out as mayor—that man may lose
office again and again, but he can never suffer
defeat. He is on the side that loses many a bat
tle but never a war.
+
+
Brand Whitlock's Re-election.
Without a party, against every disadvantage the
politicians could concoct, with pharisaical religion
ists and Big Business all against him, Brand
Whitlock has been re-elected as Mayor of Toledo.
The spirit of "Golden Rule" Jones is as vital as
ever, and Mayor Whitlock is its incarnation. He
has before him now, in the traction question, one
of the most crucial tests of his power to cope with
plutocracy.
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Gaynor of New York.
The New York election is a distinct personal
triumph for Judge Gaynor. Though nominated
by Tammany Hall, his was simply an endorsement
by Tammany of a previous non-Tammany nom
ination, and Tammany's own nominees were de
feated. Nor is the triumph of Judge Gaynor a
personal one in any mere "good fellow" or "good
citizen" sense. He was elected because the deci
sive number of voters who supported him believed
that he stands for good government in the funda
mental democratic sense. His obligation is to
them. The defeat of his associates may or may
not have been unfortunate. Be that as it may,
however, this much is certain, that if his asso
ciates in office attempt to baffle his democratic
policies, he is in a stronger position against them
with the people than he would have been if
they had been elected as his coadjutors instead of
his adversaries. The genuine democrats of New
York have a right to look to Mayor Gaynor for
vigorous and able leadership, straight ahead, and
we do not believe they will be disappointed.
*
*
The Special Congressional Election in Chicago.
Carl L. Barnes, the independent or "insurgent"
candidate for the Congressional vacancy in the
Sixth district of Illinois, where a special election
is to be held on the 23rd, appears to be the best
of the three candidates for democratic Democrats
and democratic Republicans of the Sixth district
to vote for. One of his adversaries is a Lorimer
Republican; the other is a Sullivan Democrat;
and there is reason to believe that the Sullivan
Democrat is canvassing in the interest of the Lori
mer Republican under another bi-partisan agree
ment between Lorimer and Sullivan.
A Poor Swap.
The excited Texans who are nominating Sena
tor Joe Bailey for President should explain what
the country would gain by swapping Taft for
Bailey.
* *
Taftian Suffraget ism.
In the Presidential campaign last year, Mr.
Bryan was severely criticized from otherwise
thoughtful woman suffragists, because he refused
to be heckled on that subject in a political cam
paign which did not involve the question. But
the amiable Mr. Taft got a grateful boost from
our suffragist friends, because he came out boldly
for woman suffrage, right in the middle of the
campaign and issue or no issue. Mr. Taft has now
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defined the conditions under which he favors wom
an suffrage. He did it in one of his "swing
around the circle" speeches last week—a speech
on the 2nd before The Mississippi Girls' Institute
and College at Birmingham, Ala. Here is what
he said:
I am not a rabid suffragist. The truth Is. I am not
In favor of suffrage for women until I can be con
vinced that all the women desire it, and when they
desire it I am in favor of giving it to them, and when
they desire it they will get it, too.
Mr. Taft is no bigot for suffrage. But if he had
waited for any such unanimity among men with
reference to his election as President, as he re
quires of women for the suffrage, he might be
fooling woman suffragists yet. However, the fact
that they could be so easily fooled, has compensa
tions; it goes far to prove that they are just as
fit to vote as men are.
* *
Traveling and Learning.
"Taft learns as he travels," says a Republican
paper. If that be true, every democratic Demo
crat will petition Congress to appropriate $100,000 for President Taft's traveling expenses next
year. If an appropriation of $25,000 for a 13,000mile trip has contributed to the education of the
President, the country will cheerfully pay $100,000 for a 52,000-mile journey. The minor regret
will be that Mr. Taft didn't travel more before
he became President, and the larger regret is that
thus far he has been traveling in the wrong direc
tion. "How far is it to Beekman Street?" asked
a young man walking south on Broadway near the
Battery, of a New York policeman. "The way
ye're goin' it's about twinty-foive thousand miles,
but it's nearer if ye'll turn around and go the
other way," replied the policeman. Mr. Taft is
walking away from his Beekman Street.

"A Country of Laws, Not Hen."
One must applaud President Taft's words at
Macon, where he inferentially criticized ex-Presi
dent Roosevelt by condemning Executive viola
tion of statutes. "Sometimes," he said—
in the zest and enthusiasm of reform there is an
impatience with legal limitations and statutes that
seem to be directed against that reform, or to pre
vent its immediate accomplishment, such as to lead
us to disregard it or to ignore It. I do not think,
and I am sure you will agree with me, that that Is
the best way of getting rid of a legal limitation that
interferes with progress.
The best way is to have the people understand
that that limitation ought to be removed and that
the statutes of our government ought to conform so
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far as may be to our highest ideals and ambitions;
but that the first thing that we have got to do after
arousing the people to the necessity of change, is to
change the law and Hot rely upon the executive him
self to ignore the statutes.
This is excellent and refreshing doctrine, and Mr.
Roosevelt's admirers may wisely take it to heart.
It would have rung with a truer ring, however,
if President Taft had not complacently violated
it by Executive arrests, without warrant or cause,
while on his journey—arrests after the manner of
those in Russia when the Czar travels, and under
circumstances which in this country are unlaw
ful. If Mr. Taft feared for his life, consistency
demands that he should have postponed his jour
ney until laws authorizing arbitrary arrests of
suspects when the President travels had been
enacted.
*
*
The Golden Rule in a Glass Case
Commenting on the police policies of "Golden
Rule" Kohler, chief of police of Cleveland, The
Outlook demonstrates quite cleverly that the Gold
en Rule is practicable if you don't apply it.
+
+
Fitzpatrick and the Ideal Chicago.
There is plausibility in the point that Presi
dent Fitzpatrick of1 the Chicago Federation of
Labor ought to have accepted his appointment
as a member of the bulky committee for managing
the plans of the Commercial Club for an Ideal
Chicago; but his decision to decline was probably
taken wisely. He could have done little on that
committee to influence it in behalf of a human
Chicago, should it lend itself to the real estate
speculators ; but he can do much on guard outside
the committee and through the Federation of
Labor to modify the speculation tendency. That
the tendency is in the interest of real estate in
vestors is a fair inference from the chairman's in
sistence that, whatever the plan, it "must be as
much for the benefit of the great west side as for
the north side or the south side; it must compre
hend the needs of every district and every local
ity, from Jefferson to West Pullman and from
Hegewisch to Rogers Park." That is the lan
guage business men use when they are thinking
not of the human rights of residents but of the
rising profits of site owners. Other observations
of the chairman of the Mayor's committee indi
cate that no attempt is likely to be made to place
the cost of the work upon the owners of benefited
property. The whole purpose begins to take on
the unmistakable air of a scheme to tax every
body for improvements that will raise ground

ic
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rents for private profit. Should this turn out to
be true, as we hope it may not, a man in Mr. Fitz
patrick^ position could do more to thwart the ob
jectionable purpose outside of the idealization com
mittee than as one of its members. His letter of
declination is a moderate expression of a well
deserved rebuke.
*
*
The Chicago Tribune—Query.
When the Chicago Tribune began it* series of
Bible-text editorials on civic responsibility, we
were frivolous enough to dismiss the subject with
a poor pun on "loose" writing and "tight" writ
ing ; but as the series goes on, we begin to wonder
if a process of spiritual regeneration—and here
there is no pun—has not really begun in the deep
er depths of the Tribune management.
+
*
Logical Dynamite.
Professor Willett recently told the students of
his divinity school in Chicago that "the moral
level of a nation can never rise higher than its
womanhood." Doesn't it follow, then, that the
politically moral level of a nation cannot rise
higher than its womanhood? And isn't it true,
therefore, that as the American woman is politi
cally below the level of the ballot box, so is our
nation? Professors should be careful not to state
as a truth the first premise of an explosive syl
logism.
* *
Corporate Love-Making.
The people of Oakland, California, have no
initiative or referendum or recall powers and
checks on their City Council. Small wonder, then,
that the City Council recently granted a 50-year
franchise to a power company. Enlightened com
munities are not granting 50-year franchises in
these days. A corporation loveth an unenlightened
community.

* + *
THE CENTRAL BANK QUESTION'
In his financial key note speech at Chicago,
Senator Aldrich committed himself to no definite
banking policy, but he laid down certain guiding
principles which call for serious reflection. Chief
among these is his differentiation of the moneyissuing function of banks from their credit bro
kerage function.
He no longer regards the former as the more
important, but ascribes the greater importance to
the latter. It is not, however, any question of
the relative importance of those two functions

f
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that is most important. The really important con
sideration is their essential difference, together
with the principle Senator Aldrich acknowledges
that the money-issuing function "should always
be under government control."
He might well have made a further distinction,
one which reflection may yet bring him to regard
as important, by separating credit functions from
clearing house functions. The importance of this
difference lies in the fact that clearing is as me
chanical as book-keeping, whereas credit-brokerage
is among the most delicate and subtle of all busi
ness processes.
The present importance of those three differ
ences in banking—the money-issuing function, the
clearing-house function, and the credit-brokerage
function—may be better appreciated by consider
ing the present controversy over the central bank
ing scheme, which, in its essentials, Senator
Aldrich approves, and then asking a question
about it. This scheme involves the idea of a
private central bank, located in some commercial
center, which shall be under government super
vision, be invested with all the functions of moneyissuing, clearing-house service, and credit broker
age, and constitute a kind of hank of banks to
which all other banks shall be allied, not necessar
ily as branches, but at all events as customers and
dependents. Wc need not here discuss the pros
and cons of that scheme. They are generally
enough known for all our present purposes. We
shall proceed, therefore, to our question.
Our question is, Why not recognize practically,
in any readjustment of banking in this country,
the three essential differences noted above? Why
not take into account as separate functions de
manding radically different adjustments, the func
tions of issuing money, of furnishing clearing fa
cilities, and of dealing in credits?
+
Consider the credit-brokerage function first.
With no fear of successful controversy, it may
be stated that this function cannot be subjected
to governmental control in any mechanical way.
Government may regulate it in general terms, but
it cannot efficiently and safely perform the func
tion itself nor delegate it to commissioners. More
than almost any other thing in the whole realm
of business life, the social service of interchang
ing business credits demands an automatic regu
lator which only a lively and omnipresent inter
play of individual self interests can supply.
Does it not follow, then, that the credit-broker
age function of banks should be left as free to in
dividual control as reasonable precautions against
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intentional fraud will permit? The freer it is,
within those limits, the less monopolistic it will be.

But of the clearing-house function of banks
that is not so.
This function is of a kind which, left untrammeled, tends to destroy competition and to create
monopolistic rings in banking. The banks al
ready in a clearing system can ward off competi
tion, and we are assured that they actually do
ward it off, by denying clearing house facilities
to newcomers except upon impossible or onerous
terms. The problem of competition may therein'
at any time or place become, not one of organizing
a responsible competing bank merely, but one of
organizing enough competing banks to make a
new clearing system, or a new banking ring of
sufficient importance to break into the old one.
Yet the clearing-house service is so mechani
cal that in all its essentials it could be efficiently
and safely managed as a gsvernment institution.
Business men deposit checks of their customers
in their respective banks; the banks send them
to a clearing house ; they are there set off against
one another; and small balances are struck daily
which are paid in money by the debtor to the cred
itor banks through the clearing house and which
aggregate less than 5 per cent of the clearing
transactions. From beginning to end this sen-ice
(separated from the credit considerations which
admit the customer to the conveniences his bankoffers, which is a private business consideration
easily controlled by competition) is bookkeeping
and nothing but bookkeeping.
Why not governmentalize it, then, and extend
it? Why not have a central clearing house in
stead of a central bank? Why not confine this
central clearing house to clearing-house functions,
and, governmentalizing it, locate branch clearing
houses wherever needed? Since clearing houses
now require deposits from banks sufficient to cover
their balances, government would assume no other
than a bookkeeping responsibility by merely fol
lowing the established custom.
By some such arrangement, the whole banking
system would be freed from monopoly through
clearing rings, because any bank whatever could
secure clearing facilities national in scope by sim
ply keeping up its deposits of security for its
clearing balances.
By the same arrangement competition in the
basic banking function, credit brokerage, would
be vastly strengthened if not wholly freed. This
function would then be at the command
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of any bank, old or new, little or big, as an indi
vidual or corporate business enterprise, subject
only to such precautions as Congress or the State
legislatures might take against swindling.

Nor is that all. By investing the government's
central clearing house legally with a function
which private clearing houses now adopt illegally
—a most useful and appropriate function, however
—could not the currency question be settled in
all its bearings except as to long time debts?
Clearing houses now issue clearing heuse cer
tificates in times of currency stringency. Why
not authorize the government's central clearing
house to do something akin to this in similar cir
cumstances, under authority of the appropriate
Executive department and subject to proper Con
gressional regulation?
*
Our concluding question, then, is whether the
foregoing suggestions do not indicate a desirable
substitute for the central banking idea, and if not
why not?
V

w

V

THE BEAST THAT KILLS.
One thing much needed by the people is ac
curate knowledge of the corporation political ma
chine, what it is, what it does and, particularly,
how it works. We read and hear much about
the corporation political machine, but few of the
writers that use the term have more than a very
vague idea of it and its methods, and probably
not more than one man in a hundred, if that
many, has even a vague idea of this Thing that
has its fingers in almost every home and leaves
its mark on almost every ballot.
Two men have recently set themselves to de
scribing this "Beast that Kills" so that its tracks
and marks may be recognized and the people may
know "how it works," and why it exists. The
first writer is Franklin Hichborn, of Santa Clara,
California, who has just published a book, "Story
of the Session of the California Legislature of
1909." The second writer is Judge Ben B. Lindsey, of Denver, Colorado, who has just begun in
Everybody's Magazine the publication of his
political autobiography, edited by Harvey J.
O'Higgins.
*
The first installments of Judge Lindsey's series
promise that his story will be one of unusual
interest and great value. Not only is it well
worth while to read these first and second in
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stallments, now out, but it is worth while to
read the publisher's story of the care taken to
insure the public against a "false alarm" story.
To one familiar with the corporation machine,
its work and methods, Judge Lindsey's articles
bear the unmistakable impress of truth. There
is no possible doubt that he has seen the Beast.

Judge Lindsey's article and Hichborn's book
are interesting, again, because each writer has
seen the Beast in a peculiar light. Hichborn has
seen it through the eyes of a trained, fearless,
truthful, independent newspaper reporter. He
has seen it, as he says, year after year when the
California legislature was in session at Sacra
mento, as well as year after year in all sorts of
political conventions and political campaigns—
and between times in its noiseless team-work
among the people.
It should be said that Hichborn's opportunity
to take off the casing and show the springs, wires
and wheels of the machine came to him because
he was employed by a truly independent daily
paper—the Sacramento Bee—to report the pro
ceedings of the legislature. Doubtless other cor
respondents have seen as much as Hichborn has
seen, and know as much as he knows. But the
others looked through the colored and distorted
glasses of "the policy of this paper," and wrote
with strings attached to their pens. All that the
Bee wants is the truth told in plain English.

Judge Lindsey's first installment of "The
Beast and the Jungle" tells how he came to see
the Boast because of what the animal did to his
friend and tried to do to him. It will be inter
esting to see how the story develops. He has not
yet drawn the picture of the Beast, but his few
first strokes are proof that he knows its color,
its size and the length of its teeth and claws.
Hichborn tells what the Beast does to you and
to me—not what it has done or tried to do to
him. He has stood within close range of the
Beast and snapshotted it in action. He gives 328
pages of moving pictures that will be recognized
instantly by anyone familiar with the work of a
political machine.
The chief value of Hichborn's book and of
Judge Lindsey's story—as far as this has been
published—is that they arc as useful for the voter
of Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Pennsylvania or
any other State as for the machine-ridden voter
of California or of Denver. The machine uses
practically the same methods in all the States and
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with all State legislatures, except where the peo
ple have the initiative and referendum antidote.
To know what is done by the political machine
of Special Privilege is important; it is far more
important to know "how it is done." It is neces
sary to know that, in order to make a successful
fight against the machine. And every man inter
ested in smashing the machine, in putting it out
of business and then putting Special Privilege
out of business, should know what Hichborn has
told and what Judge Lindsey is telling.
*
Judge Lindsey's story and Hichborn's book
have come at the opportune moment. The latter
deals with the political machine in a new way;
the former promises to deal with it in another
new way.
Hichborn does not tell a detailed story of all
the work and jobbery of the California legis
lature, but selects a few important measures, tells
what was done with them and "how it was done."
In that way he puts the political machine on the
stage, in several acts; and the man who has re
ported a State legislature with his eyes open sees
the whole thing, including the scene shifters and
machinery behind the curtain and in the wings.
One of the most important lessons of Hich
born's book is found in his explanation of how a
machine minority in each chamber of the Cali
fornia legislature controlled the anti-machine
majority by getting possession of the organization
of the Legislature and thus controlling the com
mittees. Very few voters Tinderstand how this
is done, or how it can be done.
Hichborn shows very clearly how the political
machine of Special Privilege reaches from the
voting precinct in a State to the central govern
ment at Washington, touching and tainting every
thing political between the two.
Judge Lindsey's story begins to show how that
machine corrupts the individual.

Since Special Privilege has declared war on
the people, it is of the greatest importance that
the voters know what is fighting them, and how
it fights ; how it crushes opposition ; how it cajoles,
wheedles, threatens, blackmails; how it flatters
and bribes; how it buys some men in order to
ruin other men.
The unwritten lesson of Hichborn's book and
of Judge Lindsey's story is that we, the voters,
are subjecting our representatives and other public
servants to a terrible moral over-strain. We are
permitting Special Privilege to tempt them, when

it is our duty to shield them from temptation
and to shield men from the temptation to tempt
them. We, Society, prepare the crime, which is
committed by men we fail to save from tempta
tion.
W. G. EOGLKSTON.

*

♦

*

AN IDEAL CHICAGO, AND THE
COST OF IT.
V. Further Consideration of the Fund f«r Meet
ing the Cost.
The constant upward tendency of land values
in progressive cities, of which we gave illustrative
examples (p. 1060) in our preceding editorial
on this general subject, is a natural law. Richard
M. Hurd, president of The Lawyers' Mortgage In
surance Company of New York so explains it,
purely as a business problem, in his invaluable
work on the "Principles of City Land Values."
The operation of the principle is observable all
over the world. It seems to vary in effect accord
ing to the wealth, the character of the industries
and of the inhabitants, the topography, the trans
portation, the platting, the climate, and the popu
lation. Mr. Hurd estimates that each additional
1,000 of population—other factors being the same
—normally adds from $10 to $12 to the frontfoot value of the best business locations, and from
$1 to $2 to the front-foot value of the best resi
dence locations.
The history of land values in Chicago confirms
Mr. Hurd's statement of general principles. Land
values in Chicago have steadily risen in the past
in accordance with those principles, and obviously
in accordance with the same principle they are
under the influence of the same rising tendency
now.
Our question, however, is whether they will con
tinue to rise, and if so to what extent their rise
may !>e influenced by the realization of an Ideal
Chicago.
*
Intelligent real estate experts have no doubt
about the rise. One of them—Mr. Bonney, in his
article in the Chicago Economist of July 24, 1909.
from which we have already quoted—makes an
extraordinarily lucid statement of the tendency,
disentangling it from the confusing fact that nor
mal increase excites speculative tendencies which
generate abnormal increases and corresponding ex
actions. "Real estate in Chicago," he says, "is
now selling about on the 1889 basis. It reached
high figures in the early seventies, too high for
that time, and it required some fifteen or twenty
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years for the city to reach the values fixed in
1873; but while the city was growing to these
values, the values themselves were falling back,
so that somewhere about 1885 real estate was sell
ing at about what it was worth. Another upward
movement in the early nineties carried values some
ten years ahead of real conditions. The city be
gan rapidly to overtake these values while the
values themselves began to fall back to meet real
conditions. This process has gone on now for
fifteen years. Since the World's Fair a new city
has been added to each of the three sides of the
river, wealth has accumulated, public improve
ments have been made, every token which goes to
make a great metropolis has come into evidence,
but the real estate pendulum has only begun to
swing upward."
And why shouldn't it swing upward, and con
tinue to swing upward except for temporary re
actions from speculative attempts to anticipate the
normal upward tendency ? Doesn't Chicago answer
"present" to the conditions which real estate ex
perts describe as the factors of rising land values
in cities?
According to Mr. Hurd, writing as an expert in
city land values, an expert of long experience and
profound general study of cities, "the total value
of a city's site is broadly based on population and
wealth, the physical city being the reflex of the
total social activities of its inhabitants."
Isn't Chicago growing in population, and won't
the idealization of the city tremendously augment
its population?
Will not her social activities increase and in
tensify with increase of population ?
And won't this increase and intensification be
mightily accelerated by such a reconstruction as
that proposed by the Commercial Club for an
Ideal Chicago?
These questions were anticipated thoughtfully
and forcefully by George J. Scharschug, the real
estate editor of the Record-Herald in a review
of real estate conditions in the issue of that paper
of June 20, 1909, when he said :
1. Chicago has the geographical location that is
bound to make its real estate increase in value year
by year.
2. The city has grown rapidly and to-day is grow
ing more rapidly than ever before.
3. Chicago is growing in all directions and has
lots of room to spread out.
4. Chicago realty of every kind and in every sec
tion of the city is advancing.
6. Chicago real estate is still the cheapest, safest
and best investment, an investor can make.
Isn't all that true? Doesn't every intelligent
observer know it to be true? And doesn't Mr.
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Scharschug prove that he is not merely boasting,
but is really thinking, when in the same a/tide
he explains :
With the population growing, 10,000 or more each
month, with outside manufacturers crowding in and
about the city because of the unexcelled facilities
for manufacturing and transportation, with steam
and electric transportation conditions being en
larged and improved upon each day, and with the
possibility of an actual development of Chicago's
wonderful yet long neglected harbor, confidence in
the future predominance and stability of Chicago
real estate asserts itself more convincingly than
ever before.
That statement is significant of the tremendous
influence the Ideal Chicago would have upon the
upward tendency of land values, for the idealiza
tion would vastly improve facilities for manufac
turing. Mr. Scharschug's prophecy that follows
is well within the bounds of reasonable expecta
tion:
At the rate our population has Increased the last
half century, the 28,000,000 now tributary to Chi
cago will have become 252,000,000 within the present
century. This rate at which we are now growing
may not last. But even if we adopt the rate at
which old and stable Germany has increased, the
Chicago area will have at the end of the present
century a population of 100,000,000. A very mod
est estimate for the end of the present century would
make Chicago a city of 10,000,000 inhabitants. This
is the city and this is the future it is our plain duty
to plan for now. The possibilities are fascinating.
Chicago's manifest destiny is plain. It is to be the
world's greatest entrepot, importing from every for
eign port, exporting to the ends of the earth; with
fleets of her own river and canal boats of the Rhine
type plying on a grander net work of waterways
than even Germany has yet planned; with other
fleets of ocean going steamers free to go on three
different routes to the sea; on a par in the world's
trade with New York, London, Antwerp, Hamburg,
the magnitude of her trade limited only by the pos
sibilities of her hinterland, the richest on earth.
Our future is as great as we are wise enough to
make it. Our limitations are human and social,
not in the opportunities nature has given us.
Since we have no wish to obtrude Henry George
or the single tax into these editorials, nor even
John Stuart Mill with his "unearned increment,"
but are intent, only upon finding a practical busi
ness solution of the problem of cost for the Ideal
Chicago, we shall for present purposes make two
preposterous concessions. We shall preposterously
concede that owners of land where that destiny is
to be worked out may rightfully claim all the re
sulting land values that are due to the develop
ment of that destiny. We shall also preposterously
concede that the still larger land values which the
Ideal Chicago would produce is likewise theirs.
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But shall the municipality have nothing at all,
except the ordinary tax rate, for making the Ideal
Chicago?
Any one who thinks so need read no further.
For what we propose is that the cost of making
the Ideal Chicago, the plans for which the Com
mercial Club has launched, shall be paid for with
a share—not the whole, but a share—of the in
creased value which may reasonably be estimated
to have been given to the land area of Chicago by
the realization of the Commercial Club's plans.
Observe that we do not propose taking for this
purpose the whole increase. Neither do we pro
pose taking any more of the ordinary increase than
ordinary taxes. All we propose is that a good
share of so much of the increase as may reason
ably be attributed to the idealization of the city
shall be devoted to the cost thereof.
If any one sees any unfairness in that proposi
tion—except unfairness to the city—we shall be
glad to hear from him with his reasons.

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE
PREFERENTIAL VOTING IN THE
UNITED STATES.
Grand Junction, Colo., Nov. 3.

The Grand Junction system of voting was on trial
on November 2d, and the test proved It to be the
most democratic method of electing officials ever
adopted. All of the five commissioners elected are
strong men, among the best of the city, and all were
indorsed and supported by the friends of the charter.
It took the third choice to elect the Mayor; the
second choice to elect the Commissioner of High
ways; the second choice to elect the Commissioner
of Health and Civic Beauty; and the other two com
missioners were each elected on the first choice.
The total number of votes cast in the election was
1,848, and 925 constituted a majority.

Of the six candidates for Mayor, neither of the
two receiving the largest number of first choice
votes was elected.
Under the old system, Mr. Bannister, who received
the largest number of first choice votes, would have
been elected, although three other candidates had
more electors behind them than he had. He had a
total on all choices of only 737, while one of them
had 753, another 912 and the third 1,051. Under the
Berkeley and Colorado Springs plans of second elec
tions, the two candidates, Aupperle and Bannister,
who received the largest number of first choice
votes, would now be pitted against each other in a
bitterly contested second election, although neither
of them had behind him a majority of the people of
Grand Junction—the former having of all choices

753 and the latter 737, whereas a majority of the
votes cast was 925.
Mr. Todd, who was elected on third choice, had
no large faction for him and no faction whatever
against him ; but be had behind him, as shown by the
results of the ballot, an aggregate of 1,051 first, sec
ond and third choice votes, or 126 more than an abso
lute majority of the voters of Grand Junction. He it
clearly the actual choice of the people of this city
by the majority test.
Mr. Todd is a friend of the charter, and the only
candidate for Mayor who was a member of the char
ter convention which drafted it. He was supported
by the anti-saloon people. A fundamental democrat
in principle, he is by party allegiance a Socialist

Of the five candidates for Commissioner of High
ways, Mr. Scoviile received an absolute majority on
second choice, and was consequently thereby elect
ed. He also received the largest number of votes
on each choice. Mr. Rader was the only candidate
who received a majority vote on the aggregate of all
three choices and yet was not elected; but he fell
short of a majority on first and second choices, and
even on all three his majority was less than Mr. Scoville's.
Mr. Vorbeck, the candidate for Commissioner of
Finance and Supplies, was the only candidate elected
and by less than a majority of all the votes cast.
As there were only two candidates for this office,
and his adversary was lowest on first choice, the ad
versary was dropped out, thereby leaving the office
to Mr. Vorbeck.
Mr. Holmburg, candidate for Commissioner of
Health and Civic Beauty, received a majority vote
on first and second choices and was elected,—he hav
ing also the largest number of votes on all choices.
Mr. Vedder, the Commissioner of Water and Sew
ers, was the only candidate for that office, and was
elected by a very large majority on first choice vote.
The general result of this election is to demon
strate beyond peradventure the superiority of the.
Grand Junction system of voting. By no other meth
od could the real will of a majority of the people of
this city have been realized. Any voting system
which has been adopted by any of the other charter
cities would have resulted in a defeat of the will of
the people of Grand Junction as shown by an inves
tigation of the ballots cast at this election.
It has been strenuously charged that this system
would not abolish politics, nor political machines. The
opposite has been proven. Of the five commissioners
elected, two are Democrats, two are Republicans,
and one is a Socialist. This nominally partisan re
sult, however, was purely accidental and incidental.
No sign of any of these parties entered into the
campaign, or appeared on the ballot. The contest
turned upon local and personal questions only.
Prior to the entrance of the charter question into
the first campaign, all the political parties were pre
paring to nominate tickets on national party lines,
and the charter-plan question squelched that action
even after primaries and conventions had been
called.
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The people of this city do not yet fully realize how
thoroughly they are in absolute political control of
our city affairs, or that hereafter our local govern
ment will be just what they want. Our charter, like
Aladdin's lamp, will bring to the public any wish a
majority of the people may make. Let us wish for
large things—the wisest, most just, and best city
government in the world.
JAMES W. BUCKLJN.
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clined to charge to the United States (in that it fol
lowed depression there) as a sort of sympathetic
reaction, many business men had considerable
stocks and have been compelled, so they tell me, to
pay taxes more than once on the same goods. The
people here are slowly reaching the conclusion that
taxing improvements in the cities is as injurious as
was the now abolished tax on farm improvements.
Direct taxation and direct legislation are more
popular in Western Canada than are any other sug
gested changes— unless possibly some more or less
indefinitely formed notion relative to regulation of
the liquor traffic.

Calgary, Alberta, November 2.
JOHN z. WHITE.

Calgary is said to have about 30,000 inhabitants.
The municipality owns a lighting plant, but there is
also a private electric company. The private com
pany furnishes light so cheaply that many patronize
it to the exclusion of the municipal plant, but
recognize that it is the publicly owned system that
causes the private concern to be agreeable in the
matter of rates and other matters necessary to
good service.
The telephone system is a government affair and
rates are $35.00 per year for unlimited business
service, while family service is at the rate of $20.00
per year. In the Arlington hotel guests use the
house 'phone without charge, and it seems to be
customary for neighbors to step in for like free ac
commodation.
The city has just got into good running order with
its publicly owned and operated street car service,
and, although they had a hit of trouble because of
unskilled employes, the concern paid well from
the beginning. Fare is five cents, with six for a
quarter tickets known as business men's tickets, and
eight for a quarter tickets known as working men's
tickets, good morning and evening.
The mayor and the aldermen came in a body to
listen to my Direct Legislation lecture, and the
Mayor requested that the following evening be de
voted to a discussion of the single tax, for which
a larger hall was engaged.
»
Practically all of the more thoughtful men of the
city are more or less outspoken in favor of changes
in the public establishment intended to promote
the cause of democratic government. They were
eager to learn of results where the commission form
of city government has been tried, and are intent on
something of the sort for themselves. The sugges
tion that they secure copies of the charters of
Des Moines, Berkeley and Grand Junction was acted
upon at once.
Taxes are more or less chaotic here as elsewhere,
but there is a tendency to recognize the principle of
the single tax. Improvements on farms are not
taxed. People generally do not appear to know just
what this means, but they realize that it works well.
In the cities, however, business is licensed to a
great extent. In some places personalty taxes are
levied, and in other places merchants are taxed ac
cording to either area or value of floor space oc
cupied. All these taxes are of course essentially the
same thing—burdens upon industry. Many persons
are sufficiently observant to note that farmers are
free from legal interference, while the business man
is annoyed at every turn. At the- time of the busi
ness depression In Canada, which they seem in

NEWS NARRATIVE
To use the reference figures of this Department for
obtaining continuous news narratives :
Observe the reference figures in any article ; turn back to the page
they indicate and find there the next preceding article, on the same
subject; observe the reference figures in that article, and turn back
as before ; continue until you come to the earliest article on the sub
ject; then retrace your course through the indicated pages, reading
each article in chronological order, and you will nave a continuous
news narrative of the subject f~*m its historical beginnings to date.

Week ending Tuesday, November 9, 1909.
Mayor Johnson's Defeat.
Full particulars of the municipal election in
Cleveland on the 2nd (p. 1063), at which Mayor
Johnson was defeated as candidate for a fifth con
secutive term as Mayor, show that a heavy vote
was cast and that Herman Baehr, the Republican
candidate and Mayor Johnson's chief adversary,
was elected by a plurality of 3,733 in a total of
80,409. Baehr (Republican) received 41,442;
Willert (Socialist) 1,258; Johnson (Democrat)
37,709. The next City Council will stand 7 Dem
ocrats to 25 Republicans. It is ^understood that
Harris R. Cooley, the appointive head of the de
partment which includes charities and corrections,
in which he has made a high national reputation
for "heart and gumption," will be displaced. All
the elective candidates with Mayor Johnson were
defeated except Newton D. Baker, who was re
elected by n plurality of 1,425. On the board of ap
praisers for the quadrennial appraisement of real
estate for taxation four Democrats and one Repub
lican were elected. The Republican is Theodore
M. Bates ; the Democrats arc Joseph F. McKenna,
John A. Zangerle, Arthur F. May and Fred C.
Howe. The last three are accused of being single
tax men and all four were Johnson candidates.

Since the election Mayor Johnson is reported to
have said:
"It looks as though I were beaten. I will be a
candidate for Mayor at the election two years from
to-day."—Cleveland dispatch of Nov. 2 in Chicago
Record-Herald of Nov. 3d.
"I'm sorry, Mr. Johnson," one employe said, as
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he grasped Mr. Johnson's hand. "Don't say that,"
the Mayor retorted, crisply. "Talk about what we
are going to do to-morrow, not what we did yester
day," and the Mayor held to his own admonition, for
he steadfastly refused to analyze the result of the
election. "Of course, I won't," he said. "It's the ris
ing sun that the people are interested in, not the set
ting one. During the next two years I will do my
work here, whatever it is."—Cleveland dispatch of
Nov. 3d in Chicago Record-Herald of Nov. 4.
"Yes, they are asking what I'm going to do after
January 1, but I'm going to let the future tell its
own story," said Mayor Tom, Friday. "I'm going to
keep on the same fight that I started when first elect
ed Mayor. That's the fight against special privilege.
I expect to work as hard as ever. I'm going to stay
right here on the job. I can't tell my exact plans,
because they will necessarily be shaped by develop
ments. The other fellows will have to make the first
moves. Then I shall be ready to act. I'm not going
to take a rest. I feel as strong as ever. The cam
paigning didn't hurt me a bit, and I've got as many
fights in me as ever."—Interview In Cleveland Press
of Nov. 5.
Of the traction question specifically Mayor John
son was reported as saying:
"We are going to hasten the traction settlement all
we can. Judge Tayler is the only man who can tell
you whether it will be settled before January 1,
when I go out of office. He has the power to end it
any day."
+ +
The Re-election of Brand Whitlock.
The re-election of Brand Whitlock as Major of
Toledo (p. 1064) by about 4,000 plurality was
supplemented by the election of the entire Inde
pendent ticket (of which he was the head), not
withstanding that straight ticket voting was al
lowed for the opposition tickets but not for Whitlock's. This campaign against Whitlock is re
ported to have been the best organized and best
financed of any in the history of Toledo. The
Toledo traction and lighting franchises begin to ex
pire next year and the company fought fiercely
for Davies, the Republican candidate, who had
the backing of all the Big Interests. The Repub
lican machine took charge of the Davies campaign
and he had with the entire Republican organiza
tion the support of every Toledo newspaper except
the News-Bee, of the Scripps-McRae league. This
support gave him a heavy vote in the wealthy resi
dence districts. But Whitlock carried all the la
bor districts. His re-election at this time appears
to mean that he has won his fight for 3-cent car
fares. The news dispatches report that this re
form is now practically assured.
+
*
Judge Gaynor's Victory in Hew York.
Definite returns from the municipal election of
the 2nd in New York (p. 1064) give Judge Gay
nor a plurality for Mayor of 73,016 in a total of

about 590,000. The vote was 250,678 for Gaynor
(Democrat), 177,662 for Bannard (Republican),
153,843 for Hearst (Civic Alliance) and (not giv
en in the dispatches) about 10,000 for the Social
ist. Upon being apprised of his election and
asked if he had anything to say, Judge Gaynor
Teplied: "I have nothing to say except that I
present my compliments to newspaper proprietors
and editors." Subsequently as reported in news
dispatches of the 3rd, he declared his intention of
working in harmony with the Republican-Fusion
candidates who were elected, over his associate
Democratic nominees for Comptroller and Presi
dent of the Board of Aldermen by pluralities of
74,559 and 71,031 respectively. He expressed his
intention also of co-operating fully with the Pub
lic Service Commission. When asked if he would
not permit the publication of some of the con
gratulations he had received from prominent per
sons he said, as reported in the New York dis
patches of the 3rd in the Chicago Record-Herald

of the 4th:
"Why, my dear sir, they are from plain citizens.
Of course, I have not received a telegram of con
gratulation from Cutting, who turned over real estate
assessed at $1,078,000 for $4,565,367, an excess of
nearly $3,500,000. You know the law Is that real
estate has to be valued on the tax books at its full
value, and I am assured that this real estate was.
If it was not, then the head of the tax department
should have been put out. R. Fulton Cutting helped
the thing through for his brother, who made the
deal."
"Do you think you will get along harmoniously
with the Board of Estimate?" Mr. Gaynor was asked.
"I have not during my life quarreled with anyone
with whom I have ever been associated that I can
now recall, and I do not now expect to have any
quarrel in the future except with some scoundrel.
I intend to treat every one on the press with the
same consideration that I had for them when I was
working with them myself many years ago, except
the contemptible libelers. I want to see one or two
of the latter serve a term In prison. They, or at
all events one of them, have run riot here for sev
eral years, but unless all signs fail his occupation in
that line is gone. There is no one left to believe
him."
The same dispatch reports that—
Mayor-elect Gaynor mailed today to William R.
Hearst, Otto T. Bannard and W. M. Ivins huge en
velopes containing accusations against them and cam
paign material to be used against them which was
sent him during the campaign. A great mass of
such matter was sent to him and he refused to use it.
It was reported in the Chicago Tribune's New
York dispatch of the 3rd that the Mayor-elect is
expected to reappoint Lawson Purdy as head of
the Tax Department.
*
*
Ifew Labor Government for San Francisco

Th.e plurality of P. H. McCarthy, the success-
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ful candidate of the Union Labor party for Mayor
of San Francisco, is 9,834. For District Attor
ney, Francis J. Heney was defeated by Charles
M. Fickert, the Republican-Union-Labor fusion
candidate, by a plurality of 10,205. The fact
that the Republican candidate, endorsed by the
Union Labor party, defeated Heney for District
Attorney, has been used to imply that the election
of the Union Labor candidate for Mayor means a
return to the former labor regime in San Fran
cisco; but as the San Francisco Star, which pre
ferred Heney to Fickert, also supported McCarthy,
describing him as a man whose honesty could not
be fairly impugned and one well equipped for
"Mayor of all the people," there is the l>est of
reasons for the right kind of confidence in the
Mayor-elect of San Francisco. The new Board
of Supervisors has a large Labor Union majority.

+

+

Other Elections.
The "New Idea" Republicans were beaten in
New Jersey. They had been beaten at the Re
publican primaries in Newark (p. 997), but were
successful at the Jersey City primaries, where
former Mayor Mark M. Fagan (vol. x, p. 755), a
Tom L. Johnson kind of Republican, was nomi
nated for Mayor. At the election, however, Fagan
was defeated by a plurality of 4,500 in favor of
his Democratic adversary. His adverse plurality
two years ago was 9,000. Then as now his defeat
was due to the practical though secret fusion of
the "machine" of his own party with the "ma
chine" of the Democratic party. In Newark,
where the "machine" Republicans had beaten the
"New Idea" Republicans at the primaries, the
Republicans won at the election. Connected with
these municipal elections in which "New Idea"
Republicanism was at stake, were legislative elec
tions. There was a clean sweep, only one "New
Idea" Republican having been elected in the
entire State—Nichols of Cumberland county.
Among the defeated was George L. Record of
Jersey City, the leader of the "l^ew Idea" Repub
licans—a democratic Republican.

+
The adoption of the commission plan amend
ment to the BoBton charter (p. 1068) was by a
majority of 3,039 in a total of 7,400. The plan
is of a modified type. It provides for a Council
of nine members, elected at large, and a Mayor
nominated by a petition of 5,000 and elected for
four years but subject to recall after two years.
Along with this Boston election was the Massa
chusetts State election, at which Eben S. Draper
(Republican) was elected Governor by 190,045, to
181,663 for James H. Vahey (Democrat), a Re
publican plurality of only 8,382. This fall in the
Republican plurality from 60,156 in 1908 and
104,529 in 1907, is attributed to the influence
upon State politics of the tariff question. Not

only is there a decline in the Republican vote,
but there is an increase in the Democratic vote.
In 1908 the Republican candidate polled 228,318,
or 38,273 more than this year, whereas the Demo
cratic candidate in 1908 polled only 168,162, or
13,501 less than this year.

+
In Philadelphia the regular Republican nomi
nees were elected over the civic reformers. The
reform candidate for District Attorney, D. C. Gibboney, of the Law and Order Society, had carried
the Democratic and Independent nominations, but
was defeated at the election by Samuel P. Rotan,
by a plurality of 4,500. The "machine" Demo
crats are reported to have "knifed" Gibboney.

A radical democrat, Thomas E. Kuotts, was
elected Mayor of Gary, Indiana, on the 2nd over
the Steel Corporation's own candidate. This is
reported to have been accomplished by support of
Negroes who hold the balance of power in Gary.
The new City Council is reported to be in the
control of workingmen who also are radical demo
crats.
In Columbus, Ohio, George S. Marshall, the
present City Solicitor and a Republican
who defeated the "machine" elements at the Re
publican primaries, was elected Mayor by a plu
rality of 3,449 in a total of 36,273. His principal
adversary was Frank R. Vance (Democrat), who
was supported by the brewing and the special-priv
ilege interests. In terms of national politics
Mayor-elect Marshall is an "insurgent" Republi
can.
Associated Press dispatches of the 5th reported
that Mount Vernon, N. Y., near New York City,
adopted the Des Moines plan of commission gov
ernment, including the recall, at the election of
the 2d.
*
There was an important referendum in Buffalo
on the 2d under the city ordinance authorizing
submission of questions of public policy in order
to obtain the opinion of the voters. The authority
for this ordinance (p. Ill) is the general welfare
clause of the city charter, and the question sub
mitted on the 2d was the Des Moines plan of com
mission government. From the reported returns
the opinion expressed was probably overwhelming
ly in favor of the plan. Full returns are not even
yet at hand, but the returns so far received give
87 out of 115 precincts as being carried in the
affirmative, with onlv 3,220 negative votes against
9,437.
In Maryland the Constitutional amendment pro.

s
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posed for Negro disfranchisement was decisively
defeated.

*

+

Success of the "Grand Junction Plan."
The most pronounced novelty of the "Grand
Junction plan" of commission government for
cities (p. 1043) was put to the test at the munici
pal election on the 2nd in Grand Junction, Col
orado. This is the first actual experiment in
preferential voting in the United States, and it
appears to have been completely satisfactory.

*
Under the recent "home-made" charter of Grand
Junction, candidates are nominated by petition
only. Primaries have no official recognition. The
number of candidates thus nominated were six
for "Commissioner of Public Affairs" (the head of
the commission, or Mayor), one for "Commission
er of Water and Sewers," two for "Commissioner
of Finance and Supplies," five for "Commissioner
of Highways," and three for "Commissioner of
Health and Civic Beauty." The nominees in
cluded Democrats, Republicans and Socialists, but
no party designations appeared on the ballot. The
arrangement of names was alphabetical. In the
campaign the issue was over the charter plan it
self, and it was hotly fought. Charter advocates
campaigned not for a particular candidate, but for
all the candidates who favored the plan; and this
involved their supporting, for Mayor for instance,
a Socialist as well as a Democrat. Each voter
had a first, second and third choice for each office.

In the outcome, an anti-charter man, a Repub
lican, had a plurality for Mayor on first choice
but not a majority, and a Democratic pro-charter
candidate was close behind him, a Socialist being
third on the first choice vote. It became neces
sary to have recourse not only to the second choice
votes but to the third choice to determine the
election for Mayor, which was determined in
favor of Thomas M. Todd, the Socialist. ExSenator Bucklin, who was president of the Grand
Junction charter convention and through whose
energy and influence the charter was adopted —a
Henry George man of national reputation—dis
cusses the test of its preferential voting feature in
Editorial Correspondence in this week's Public.
President Taft's Journey.
At Birmingham, Ala., in the course of his jour
ney (p. 1064) President Taft made speeches of
no special significance on the 2nd and 3rd, and
left in the afternoon of the 3rd for Macon,
Georgia, where he spoke on the 4th on statutory
limitations with an allusion to the PinchotxBallinger controversy (pp. 969, 985) in which he
bore down indirectly upon President Roosevelt's

methods by saying that the people "should not
leave it to the Executive to disregard the written
law because what he proposes to do is the law of
higher morality." Mr. Taft was at Savannah
later on the 4th and at Charleston on the 5th. He
spent part of the 6th at Columbia, S. C, and ar
rived in Augusta, Ga., in the evening. Having
spent Sunday the 7th at Augusta, he started for
Washington on the 8th, stopping on his way at
Florence, S. C.
*
*
Republican "Insurgency."
Senator Cummins of Iowa spoke on the 7th be
fore the Marquette Club of Chicago, a Republican
organization, while Senator Aldrich was speaking
before the Commercial Club. Referring to Speak
er Cannon's reading of the "insurgents"' out of the
Republican party, Senator Cummins said:
Let it be understood, once for all, that we accept
the challenge and are ready for the fight. Our strug
gle will not be to exclude anybody from the Repub
lican party, but upon the principle involved we ask
no quarter and shall give none. . . . The day has
come for an inquiry into the qualifications of a Re
publican. I am willing to accept an arbiter, but it will
not be Aldrich, it will not be Payne, it will not be
Cannon. They all are Republicans and I hope they
will continue to be Republicans. I assume they vot
ed according to their consciences; and while I differ
from them materially and emphatically, I have no
disposition to enter the business of expelling men
from the Republican party so long as they yield even
a nominal allegiance to Republican platforms and
support Republican candidates. I say of them (and
I say it with the utmost good feeling for them per
sonally) that the Republicans who are in sympathy
with the course pursued by the insurgents intend to
take away from these men some of the power which
they now exercise, and intend to reduce their influ
ence to that point at which they will feel it neces
sary to consult rather than to command. . . . We do
not intend to accept as final the revision of the tariff
against which we voted and we do intend to tell the
people of the country from time to time why we
could not and did not give the bill our approval.
The remainder of the speech was given over to a
criticism of the Payne-Aldrioh-Taft tariff law
from the point of view of reduction of duties by
the Republican party.
*

*

Senator Aldrich's Tour.
The Western irip of Senator Aldrich for finan
cial proselyting purposes, which President Taft
announced early in his own journey (pp. 915,
919), began at Chicago on the 6th under the aus
pices of the Commercial Club, at the Congress Ho
tel, Theodore W. Robinson, vice-president of the
Illinois Steel Co., presiding. Senator Aldrich,
speaking for the monetary commission of which
he is chairman, said that no plan will be presented
at the coming session of Congress, but that it may
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be possible to present one next year. Although
he said nothing definitely of a central bank, the
whole trend of his address as reported indicates
his partiality for that device.
+ +
The Ideal Chicago.
The commission of 300 appointed by Mayor
Busse (p. 1068) to act upon the Commercial
Club's plans for making an Ideal Chicago (pp.
(562, 998, 1012, 1036, 1060) met on the 5th and
formally organized. On the 6th the following
executive committee was appointed by Chairman
Wacker from the body of the commission :
Adolphus C. Bartlett, Edward B. Butler, Clyde M.
Carr, John Coughlin, Frederic A. Delano, Winfleld
P. Dunn, William E. Dever, John V. Farwell, Milton
J. Foreman, Albert J. Fisher, Andrew J. Graham,
Richard C. Hall, William D. Kerfoot, Theodore K.
Long, Joy Morton, John Powers, Julius Rosenwald,
Peter Reinberg, John F. Smulskl, Bernard W. Snow,
Charles H. Thornc, Francis W. Taylor, Walter H.
Wilson, Harry A. Wheeler, William A. Wieboldt,
Michael Zimmer.
*
Prior to the meeting of the commission, one of
Mayor Busse's appointees, John Fitzpatrick (pres
ident of the Chicago Federation of Labor), de
clined the appointment in a pointed letter to the
Mayor which appeared in the local papers of the
4th. After explaining the degraded position into
which the commercial interests of Chicago have
thrust the workers of Chicago, Mr. Fitepatrick
wrote:
What we need in Chicago is a better citizenship,
and an understanding of the responsibility we have
to protect and to promote the welfare of the human
family. We present a sorry spectacle when we close
our eyes to the home condition and the very limit
ed opportunity of our people to live anything like an
American citizen should live, while our better inclin
ations are shrouded with an all-consuming desire for
more dollars. It is time we of Chicago should be
seriously concerned with a "Chicago plan," but one
having as its object a better life, a better home, a
better future for human beings. It may appear to
some that the promotion of industrial and commer
cial interests is all, but I have found that they are
fully able to care for themselves, and am somewhat
confounded as to the need of a committee of 350
citizens to help them. Long ago I reached the con
clusion that one decent home, with a bread winner
full of hope and courage, a contented wife and
happy children, means more in the eyes of our Crea
tor than any industrial or commercial enterprise in
our midst. I appreciate the honor you -have con
ferred and most respectfully request, for the rea
sons herein set out, that you accept my declination
to act as a member of said Commission.
In substantiation of his charge that the commer
cial interests are degrading the workers Mr. Fitz
patrick cites such instances as—
A maximum wage of f 1.65 per day in the packing
industry.
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A working year of 365 days and 12 hours a day in
the packing industry.
Wages from $1.10 to $1.20 a day in the cooperage
industry.
Wages of $3.40 to $7.00 a week at 10 hours a day
for working women.
Hungry school children numbering thousands of
ficially reported.
* *
American Federation of Labor.
Headed by a band of 100 pieces,- with American
and British flags flying, and led by W. L. Macken
zie King, Minister of Labor of Canada, and Jos
eph Oliver, Mayor of Toronto, delegates to the
convention of the American Federation of Labor
in Toronto marched from the Prince George
Hotel to the convention hall where they opened
the twenty-ninth annual convention. The an
nual report of President Gompers occupied
three hours in the reading, and most attention was
given to that part dealing with his sentence to
prison, together with his associates, Vice Presi
dent John Mitchell and Secretary Frank Morrison
(p. 1068). This part of his report was written
after the decision of the Court of Appeals of the
District of Columbia, and in it he said:
Concretely stated, the decision of the court de
clares that no matter whether the injunction of
Justice Gould was right or wrong, valid er void,
we were compelled to obey. Against that concept,
at least for myself, I enter a most emphatic protest.
When a judge so far transcends his authority, and
assumes functions entirely beyond his power and
jurisdiction, when a judge will set himself up as
the highest authority in the land, invading Con
stitutionally guaranteed rights of citizens, when a
judge will go so far in opinion, decision and action
that even judges of the Court of Appeals have felt
'called upon to characterize his action "unwar
ranted" and "foolish," under such circumstances it
is the duty of the citizen to refuse obedience and
to take whatever consequences may ensue. It is
common knowledge that a judge has issued an in
junction against municipal officers enjoining them
from performing their duties in the enactment of
laws. Assume that a judge will so far forget him
self as to issue an injunction prohibiting a legisla
ture, or Congress itself, from enacting laws. Will
it be contended that obedience must follow? Let a
judge issue an injunction enjoining the President of
the United States from performing the duties of
his office. Does it follow that the Chief Executive
of our nation must yield obedience, and perhaps
thereby fail to perform the duties of his great office,
to the injury of the people of the country? Were
the matter involved merely material, or of such a
character that time would not destroy, the
situation would be vastly different. All realize
that for the orderly continuance and de
velopment of civilized society obedience to the
orders of the court is necessary, and to that there
would be no dissenting voice. But I repeat and em
phasize this fact, that the doctrine that the citizen
must yield obedience to every order of the court,
notwithstanding that the order transcends inherent,
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natural human rights guaranteed by the Constitu In announcing the party's decision to abstain from
tion of our country, is vicious and repugnant to voting on the bill as a whole, John Redmond, lead
liberty and human freedom, and that it is a duty, an er of the party, emphatically declared that if there
imperative duty, to protest. The history of the
human race has been full of tyranny and the denial was to be a question of the Lords' power to block
to the people of the right of expressing freely by the country's legislation permanently, he would
speech or in the press their opinions. After our not be on the side of the Lords, but on the side of
people established a government they recalled that the Commons, and he would not allow himself to
they had omitted to safeguard this vital right In be cajoled from this attitude by reason of his op
framing our Constitution. Therefore, the first position to increased taxation in Ireland.
amendment to that instrument was that guarantee
*
ing the right of freedom of speech and press. That
means something. We do not need this right to
The bill passed its first reading formally in the
please those Intrusted with the authority of govern
House of Lords on the 8th, and the debate in that
ment. Free press and free speech were guaranteed » House on its second reading is to begin on the
that men might feel free to say things that dis
pleased. Demand for reform coming from the 22nd. Meanwhile the Commons has adjourned to
people is generally distasteful to those intrenched the 23rd.
. *
*
in power and privilege.
The Irish Land Bill in Parliament.
+ +
By a vote of 219 to 54 the House of Commons
Peary's North Pole Record Certified.
on the 5th refused to agree to the House of Lords'
The National Geographic Society, upon the amendments to the Irish land bill (p. 1066). On
favorable report of its sub-committee to which had moving the motion Augustine Birrell, Chief Sec
been referred Commander Robert E. Peary's rec
retary for Ireland, repudiated in a conciliatory
ords and proofs (p. 1044), on the 3rd asserted speech all desire to quarrel with the House of
the Commander's attainment of the North Pole, Lords on the subject of Irish land, and declared
and voted to him a special gold medal. The So
he was anxious to come to terms, if possible, as
ciety also passed the following resolution :
the failure of the bill would create a deplorable
Resolved, that the question of whether or not any situation in Ireland. Efforts will be made, it is
one reached the North Pole prior to 1909 be referred reported, to arrange a compromise between the
to the committee on research, with instructions to two Houses.
recommend to the board of managers a subcom
*
*
mittee of experts who shall have authority to send
for papers or make such journeys as may be neces The Control of Alcoholism.
sary to inspect original records, and that this action
The report of the American delegates to the
of the society be communicated at once to those twelfth international Congress on Alcoholism held
who may have evidence of importance.
in London in July (p. 731), has been made pub
lic. Three departments of the United States gov
+ +
ernment were represented by delegates—the State,
Passage of the British Budget by the Commons.
Soon after midnight of the 4th the British Navy and Treasury. Twelve representatives went
financial bill (p. 10G5) passed its third reading in abroad, and all of them unanimously signed the
the House of Commons by the unexpectedly largo report, the finding of which is to condemn the
vote of 379 to 149. The debate was closed by the drinking habit as dangerous to public health and
Prime Minister, Mr. Asquith, in a brief speech in morals and subversive of national, moral, com
which he declared the issue to lie Protection or the mercial and military greatness. Twenty-five gov
ernments were represented at the Congress, and
Budget.
the delegates of each concurred in the general find
ing, that, alcohol is not only unnecessary to human
Some confusion of understanding has arisen life and comfort, but is inimical to both. The re
from the fact that the Irish Nationalist party did port describes the municipal poster method of dis
not vote. An attempt was made by one of its couraging drinking, adopted by the city councils
faction leaders, Timothy Healy, to induce the of about a hundred British boroughs, even in those
party to vote against the Budget, but only nine where the sale of intoxicants is licensed. This
members were disposed to follow him. The party plan is also being followed by city and district
refrained from voting because the whisky taxes officials in France and in Australia.
proposed in the Budget fall heavily upon the dis
tillery interests of Ireland ; but the members have
given evidence that if their votes had been needed
they would have been furnished in sufficient num
ber to prevent the Budget's defeat. In committee
—John Z. White's services as a lecturer before
of the whole, when the bill was considered by Chautauquas throughout the United States are of
t-ln uses thev invariably voted for the land clause*, fered bv the Henry George Lecture Association
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(Frederick H. Monroe, Palos Park, 111.) for the
Summer of 1910.
—George R. Colton was inaugurated Governor of
Porto Rico (p. 901) at San Juan on the 6th.
—William T. Harris, distinguished as the United
States Commissioner of Education for many years,
died at Providence, R. I., on the 5th.
—In the general election on the 6th throughout
Norway, women voted for the flrst time. Their vote
was heavy in the towns but light in the country dis
tricts.
—Gutierre de Lara whose arbitrary arrest in Los
Angeles has been reported in The Public (p. 1064)
was released from custody on the 28th on bail in
*3,000.
—William Court Gully, the flrst Viscount Selby,
died on the 6th in London after a long illness. He
was born in 1835 and was Speaker of the House of
Commons from 1895 to 1905.
—The Austrian budget for 1910 submitted to the
• Reichsrath early in the month, shows an estimated
before his departure for his post (p. 1068), sailed
the deficit of 1909 of $7,861,000.
—Charles R. Crane, the President's appointee as
Minister to China whom Secretary Knox recalled
before his departure for his post (p. 1068) sailed
for Italy with his family on the 6th.
—W. Cameron Forbes, vice-governor general of
the Philippine Islands, has been appointed Governor
General by President Taft, in succession to Gover
nor General James T. Smith (vol. Ix, p. 5S0).
—Denial was made on the 3d by the Department
of Commerce of the newspaper reports (p. 1068) of
opposition by that Department to the naturalization
of Syrians. The denial states that the subject is
wholly for the courts.
—The funeral of the old Dowager Empress of China,
Tsu-hsi, usually called Tsi An, who died, officially,
on November 15 of last year (vol. xi, p. 801), be
gan on the 9th. The funeral route leads eighty
miles out of Peking to the "eastern tombs."
—The leaders in the recent revolt in Greece (p.
1067), including Lieutenant Tibaldos, have fallen into
the hands of the government. The question under
consideration -now, is reported to be whether they
shall be tried for political crimes, or for mutiny.
—Members of the Harem of the deposed Sultan of
Turkey, Abdul-Hamid (pp. 418, 710), are said by The
Literary Digest to be now appearing on the stage in
Vienna, in representations of life in the seraglio—
to the distress of the Turkish Ambassador to Aus
tria, be it added.
—In elections for the Filipino Assembly (p. 512)
the Nationalist party which stands for the inde
pendence of the Philippines Islands, immediately or as
soon as possible, was returned in majority. The
Assembly will be composed of sixty Nationalists and
twenty Progressists and Independents.
—At the Henry George Jjecture Association's com
plimentary dinner to ex-Judge Edward Osgood
Brown (p. 1045) on the occasion of his return from
an English trip, which is to be given at the Kimball
Cafe, 143 Monroe St., at 6:30 p. m. on the 13th, and
at which ex-Mayor Dunne is to preside, the other
speakers will be Victor Yarros of Chicago and
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Bishop Williams of Detroit. Places may be reserved
for 75 cents each through Frederick H. Monroe
Palos Park, III.
—The Russian Douma (p. 946) has given an agrar
ian holdings bill a first reading, and has begun a
discussion of a conditional sentences bill. The op
position in the Douma is making efforts to extend
conditional sentences, based on the American sys
tem to political crimes not of a violent nature.
—The Governor-General of Finland, W. A. von
Boeckman, and the director of General von Boeckman's chancellery, Mr. Knipovitch, have resigned
their offices, and it is understood that their succes
sors will be more subservient to the present Russian
purpose of depriving Finland of her autonomy (p
1039).
—In the reballoting for the Saxon Diet on the 2d
(p. 1059) the Socialists won only five seats owing
to the combinations of other parties against them.
Up to the present 80 members have been elected out
of a total of 92, of which the Conservatives and
National Liberals have 24 each, the Socialists 22, the
Radicals 8 and other parties 2.
—A national exposition designed to demonstrate
through every style of exhibit brought from every
part of the country, the industrial, agricultural and
educational progress of the Negro since emancipa
tion is projected for 1913 by R. R. Wright, principal
of the Georgia State Industrial College for Negroes
at Savannah, to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of
emancipation.
—For twenty years Edward Doherty of Boston,
who died on the 1st at the age of 59, was chairman
and principal speaker—sometimes the only speaker
—at the Sunday afternoon meetings of the Boston
Single Tax Society on Boston Common. Mr. Doher
ty was a native of St. John, N. B., but had lived since
a young man in Boston where he was well known in
market circles as well as more generally for his sin
gle tax work.
—Mayor McCiellan of New York appointed on the
3d three women to be members of the Board of
Education. This is a departure from precedent in
New York City. The women named are Mrs. Helen
Carroll Robbins, a Roman Catholic and grand
daughter of Royal Phelps and a native of Baltimore;
Mrs. Alice L. Morgan Post, an Episcopalian, and
wife of Alfred Seton Post, who is a member of the
Union Club; Olivia Leventritt, a Jewess, and
daughter of Judge David Leventritt.
—At the Ferrer (p. 1068) protest meeting in
Pythian Temple, Washington, on the 1st, the hall
was packed and resolutions were adopted denounc
ing the murder of Ferrer, and repudiating as con
trary to the spirit of the age and the teachings of
Ferrer, the suggestion that the King should be sub
jected to a like fate. Instead of retaliation, the
resolutions urged "the friends of justice and progress,
in Spain and out, to work by peaceful means for the
realization of the ideals for which this great teacher
laid down his life." The chairman of the meeting
was Thomas Elmer Will.
—The Women's Trade Union League of Chicago
has arranged for thirty-five Musical evenings to be
held on Saturdays and Sundays in various of the
Municipal Parks of Chicago during the season, from
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November 7 to March 26. In several cases the con
certs occur simultaneously in different parts of the
city. The music committee of the League says of
the popular need for musical expression, "for music
belongs to the people, from the heart of which it
sprang, and whence in its truest forms it still draws
its inspiration." Tickets for concerts may be ob
tained free on application at the Women's Trade Un
ion League headquarters, 275 La Salle Street, Room
503.
—The first national Conference on Pellagra, the
latest disease problem, was opened at Columbia,
S. C, on the 3rd. Three hundred physicians and
scientists were present, so many of them coming
from abroad that the conference took on an inter
national character. The first identification of a case
of pellagra in the United States came in Illinois
only last August, though it has been known as a
definite disease in Europe for a . generation. Its
cause and treatment are receiving widespread con
sideration. It is at present regarded as a skin and
brain disease produced by eating insufficient and
poor food, especially foods manufactured from stale
corn.
—The annual state convention of the Illinois
" Equal Suffrage Association will be held in Chicago,
November 19 and 20. The sessions on Friday, No
vember 19 will be held In Grace M. E. Church,
LaSalle Avenue and Locust Street, beginning at 10
a. m. Rev. Caroline Bartlett Crane and other well
known speakers will be heard on that day. On
Saturday morning, November 20th, the business
meeting for delegates will be held at headquarters,
934 Fine Arts Building; and Saturday afternoon at
2 o'clock the delegates and visitors will have an
opportunity to hear Mrs. Philip Snowden, of Eng
land, who is to lecture under the auspices of the
Chicago Political Equality League.
—The New Theater, in New York (p. 1044), Amer
ica's first endowed playhouse, was opened with dedi
catory ceremonies on the afternoon of the 6th. Mr.
J. Pierpont Morgan, representing the founders of the
New Theater, received the keys of the building from
the builder and architects, and declared the theater
dedicated "to the services of the drama and to the
citizens of New York." Addresses were made by
Governor Hughes and Senator Root, and Forbes Rob
ertson delivered to the New Theater's company
Hamlet's celebrated advice to the players. A dress
rehearsal of "Antony and Cleopatra" followed in the
evening, and on Monday the 8th the house was
opened to the public with the same play, Edward A.
Sothcrn and Julia Marlowe filling the titular parts.

and chuckled to themselves. But Tom J'ohnson wasn't
defeated! Superficially he was, fundamentally he
wasn't, and the latter is his concern and that of his
friends. Tom Johnson is one of the few great and
good men of the land who represent things greater,
bigger, better and more important than money, than
office or that peculiar thing which politicians call
—"victory."

+
Johnstown (Pa.) Democrat (dem. Dem.), Nov. 5.—
Perhaps there may be another guess coming with
respect to the fall of Tom L. Johnson in Cleveland.
It is certain that the big mayor lost out in the fight
himself. His opponent get3 in by a margin of 3,733
to the good. But that hardly tells the whole storyMayor Johnson concentrated his fight on the election
of Democratic appraisers (real estate assessors) and
in this struggle he was altogether successful, four
of the five men chosen being Democrats. ... It is
noteworthy that Frederic C. Howe heads the list of
Democratic members of the board of appraisers.
Senator Howe is one of Mr. Jbhnson's ablest lieu
tenants. In fact he is one of the strong men of the
State and his reputation as an authority on taxation
and municipal government is international. Mr.
Howe believes that the problem of democracy must
be worked out in the cities and he Is devoting his
splendid talents to this end. Mayor Johnson has
taken his reverse with characteristic good humor.
He shows no sign of irritation and is proceeding
with his work of adjusting the traction difficulties
quite as though nothing had happened. He declares
that he will not relax in his effort to destroy monop
oly control of the city and he is already in the field
for the mayoralty in 1911.

Springfield (111.) Record (ind.), Nov. 7.—The de
feat of Tom Johnson In Cleveland last Tuesday is
the theme of many writers. And, as said before,
most of these writers jump to the conclusion - that
there must be something radically wrong with Tom
Johnson merely because a majority of the people re
jected him at the polls. Yet he is the same Tom
Johnson whom the people of Cleveland had tri
umphantly elected mayor four times. He is a man
who has sacrificed a large private fortune and all
thought of personal comfort in behalf of a splendid
cause. He Is a man whose whole public career has
been one of unselfish service—and of splendid serv
ice at that. And never did man better deserve suc
cess than Tom Johnson deserved it in Cleveland last
Tuesday.

■

PRESS OPINIONS
Tom L. Johnson's "Defeat."
Springfield (111.) State Register (Dem.), Nov. 4 —
There are some corporation interests, some crea
tures who lick the crumbs from under the table of
privileges, cheap-screw politicians who think more
of a dirty dollar than they do of the loftiest prin
ciples of government, who saw the returns showing
the defeat of Tom Johnson for mayor of Cleveland

Belleville (111.) News-Democrat (Dem.), Nov. 5 —
The defeat of Tom L. Johnson in his fifth race for
Mayor of Cleveland is deeply to be regretted and
is a setback and a reversal In progressive municipal
politics in the United States. Lincoln Steffens styled
J'ohnson the best Mayor of the best-governed city in
the United States, and he might have said the whole
world. But the people of Cleveland lost their nerve.
They went back on their great leader and general.
They thought that there would be more Immediate
prosperity if the Big Business interests, who always
fought Johnson, were given their man. They have
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elected the puppet of Big Business. . . . We think
no less of Johnson because he has been beaten. Nor
Is Johnson by any means a dead one. He remains
one of the first men in the American Republic and
is one of the greatest democrats on earth today, in
spite of his defeat.

+
Parkersburg (West Va.) Sentinel (Dem.), Nov. 5.—
Nothing is more characteristic of the man than Tom
Johnson's declaration last night that he was beaten,
but would run again for Mayor of Cleveland two
years hence. Devoting the best years of his life and
the whole of his fortune to the cause of the people,
their lack of appreciation of his efforts in their be
half has put him temporarily in the down and out
class. But he will not remain there. Tom Johnson
is too good a fighter to give up a cause he believes to
be just, merely because of a temporary defeat. Two
years hence ho will be in the thick of the fight again,
probably stronger than ever. He is not in politics
for what he can get out of it. He is there because
he believes he can be of service to his fellow man
and bring about needed reforms. His heart is in his
cause and he will be found fighting the battles of
the people as long as there is breath in his body.
The Socialist Mayor of Grand Junction.
(Grand Junction, Col.) Dally News (lnd.), Nov. 4.
—Not once, but many times, during the campaign
which ended Tuesday, was the expression heard,
"Todd is a good man, and I would vote for him in a
minute if he were not a socialist." Mr. Todd as it
happens is a socialist, but that the socialist bugaboo
is rapidly losing its power to frighten thinking men
is proved by the handsome majority which was rolled
up Tuesday for Mr. Todd. After all, it's pretty hard
to tell in these days what's socialism and what isn't.
Everything progressive is dubbed by its enemies as
socialistic. And, by the way, they are using that
word of contempt for so many excellent ideas, isn't
there danger that they will convert the term from
one of contempt to one of honor? Even our charter
was dubbed socialistic by the local opposition press.
As Mr. Todd was a good enough man to serve in the
convention that drafted the charter, most people
considered him good enough to act as one of the
Commissioners to put its principles into practice.
As far as The News is concerned, Mr. Todd's social
ism never entered Into the question; he was support
ed by The News with the same loyalty that was
shown to all the other charter candidates. It is
quite possible, too, that those who have had such
great fear of Mr. Todd's socialism will be pleasantly
disappointed. There are a good many, indeed, who
think he will act quite like a normal man while in
office. It is hardly possible that the Appeal to Rea
son will be made the official paper of the city, or
that free-love communities will flock to Grand Junc
tion. Indeed, The News is inclined to believe that
the very fact that Mr. Todd is a socialist will result
in his giving the city the very best that is in him.
He may want to prove how absurd are the fears
some of us have entertained.
*
*
The Tariff Issue.
Chicago Tribune (Rep.), Nov. 8.—If the disposition
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to make bitter personal war on the insurgents which
has characterized the attitude of some of the leaders
among their opponents shall continue, no man can
guess what the issue at the polls next November
will be. But it is fine evidence of the strength of
Republican independence in the protectionist State
of Massachusetts that it voiced last week so em
phatic a protest, if not against the Aldrich law, at
least against the methods by which it was enacted.
The Tribune sees with profound regret the signs of
increasing bitterness between the two wings of the
party. The tariff, which was once an economic issue
solely, and which might have been laid to rest by
Congress at the special session, has been given new
life as a moral issue.
* *
The Crane-Incident Leakages.
Collier's (ind.), Nov. 6.—Mr. Crane was selected
by the President on the recommendation of a man
as unpopular with professional politicians as Mr.
Crane is himself. It was received with disfavor by
both of the Senators from Illinois. Mr. Taft ex
pressed the wish for unconventional candor on the
Ambassador's part, along the lines of his own
Shanghai speech. The most daring speech made
by Mr. Crane, the one in which he spoke of hold-up
finance, was expressly approved at the time by the
Secretary of State. Mr. Crane endeavored repeat
edly to obtain instructions from the Secretary, or
any of his assistants. Finally, in despair, he tele
phoned to the Secretary that he would be compelled
to leave without even passports. The Secretary
assured him that no instructions were needed, and
that if any suggestions occurred to the Department
they would be sent to San Francisco. On Saturday
afternoon before Mr. Crane was to sail a certain
gentleman called at Valley Forge. He was the
partner of one of the leading financiers In the world
— a financier who had a large part in the Chinese
loan. Mr. Knox's telegram was sent on the fol
lowing day. It stated a reason so frivolous that
scarcely anybody has taken it seriously. One of the
leading authorities on diplomacy in this country
has stated that this pretext was ridiculous. Every
thing that was in the Chicago article had been pub
lished before; nobody paid any attention to it; and
Mr. Crane's name did not appear. Another of the
leading authorities on diplomacy in this country lias
stated that Mr. Knox proved beyond doubt his unfit
ness for the post he holds. The newspaper organ of
the great financier referred to received Mr. Knox's
rebuke to Mr. Crane with a howl of delight. It
stated gleefully that at last we had a Secretary of
State who was his own master. It meant, perhaps,
not exactly his own master, but, if dominated, not
by the President of the United States.
* *
Progress in Great Britain.
(Springfield, 111.) State Register (Dem.), Nov. 2 —
Call it what you will, socialism, anarchy or what not,
the seed of real liberty and real freedom is being
sown in England, and Lloyd George is leader in the
sowing. He has conceived and taken hold of in
monarchial, regal, Great Britain, a vital, fundamental
principle which yet lacks such bold and fearless ap
plication in the national affairs of "the land of the

S
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free and the home of the brave." The land ques
tion is sending its brilliant, fundamental principles of
justice blazing into the dark recesses of oppression,
rich idleness and landlordism in a manner which
points to wonderful reforms in the not far distant
future.
Chicago Tribune (Rep.), Nov. 6.—If one man own
ed all of downtown Chicago and if three men owned
New York south of Forty-second street, and if these
holdings and others like them were subject to a tax
which had not been revised since Cromwell's time,
which was a tax merely in name, and which operated
to make land ownership a weight bearing down on
the prosperity and development of the country,
Americans would not waste time listening to an op
position which called the proposed remedy social
istic. If 90 per cent of the land in America were
owned by less than 10,000 persons something more
than the land tax provisions of the Lloyd-George
budget would be used to restore ownership to the
people.
*
Springfield (Mass.) Republican (ind.), Nov. 4
(weekly edition).—The most interesting aspect of
Mr. Lloyd George's development is that the radical
democracy of England has evidently found a formid
able leader, and that, however the coming elections
may go, whatever even may be the fate of the bud
get and free trade Mr. Lloyd George will remain to
be reckoned with for the next twenty years as a radi
cal force capable in time of seriously modifying the
economic and social bases of English life. For, if
England, rejecting the principles upon which the
"red flag" budget is based, abandons free trade and
adopts protection, Mr. Lloyd George may be expected
to swing far toward socialism.

Progress in Germany.
Boston Herald (ind.), Nov. 1.—More than one hun
dred German municipalities now derive revenue from
the increment of land values that formerly went
wholly to individual owners, and the success that has
come both In the way of additional revenue and in
preventing evils that follow from lack of some such
control from lack of some such control of undevelop
ed property has suggested to the States and to the
nation the possibility of tapping the same source of
income. Indeed, the Conservatives at the last ses
sion of the Reichstag urged this course rather than
the direct taxation for which the Ministry stood, and
this notwithstanding that so many of them are rural
landowners, their argument being that such a tax
would rest most heavily upon urban owners of land
and speculators, and not on the rural agrarians. It
is now intimated that the Imperial government is
willing to make special terms with municipalities
which are tapping this source of income.
Henry
George at this particular hour seems to be deemed
more of a statesman, viewed from the German and
British standpoints than from the American.

Of course, whilst another man has no land, my
title to mine, your title to yours, is at once vitiated.
—Ralph Waldo Emerson in "Man the Reformer."

RELATED THINGS
CONTRIBUTIONS AND REPRINT
WE CAN WAIT STILL LONGER.^
Let us be patient; we can wait still longer.
Firm in the faith
That the great Power above is vastly stronger
Than aught beneath.
We know the strength in man which God doth nour
ish
No other can defy;
That every mortal sin that here doth flourish
Is mortal, and must die.
But in that faith is wrapped our high endeavor.
And with a valiant heart
We must close up the broken ranks, and never
Fail in our part.
We know that hate and every evil passion
Must bide its time;
That the eternal beauties God doth fashion
Must be sublime.
Then with increasing fervor let us labor,
Still wage our bloodless war.
Keeping our spirit tow'rd our erring neighbor
Sweet to the core.
And each unselfish effort now expended,
How great soe'er the cost,
In the grand structure, when the work is ended,
Will not be lost.
—Henry S. Kent.

A MAN OVERBOARD!
For The Public.
The sun was slowly sinking in the golden west.
The busy wheels of production in factory and
workshop had ceased their droning. Tired clerks
had wiped their pens and closed their ledgers.
Labor had reached another respite from its weary
task of making wealth for others. The monopo
list had already gone home in his automobile, and
the avenues were crowded by workers of all ages
and both sexes—weary, yet eager to reach home
and the loved and loving ones waiting for them
there. What mysteries of hope and fear flowed
in the silent depths of that swollen stream of
humanity as it rolled on until it broke upon the
trolley car, the train and the ferry boat! Fath
ers— mothers— brothers— sisters— lovers — all
sweeping onwards to their various points of at
traction and to the needed rest.
We have reached a Brooklyn ferry boat and
are swept on board with the stream—the massive
chains grind and rattle as the straining monster
is released from the dock; men, women and chil
dren, glad to find even standing room, surge and

November 12, 1909.

The Public

sway gently with the oscillating boat as it pushes
its way to the open river. So the crowd had
surged and swayed night and morning, year in
and year out, not always the same individuals,
but always the same crowd, with the same good
humor breaking through its weariness here and
there in joke and banter, but wearing ever the
quiet, eager look of anticipation mingled with a
subdued impatience at the laggard progress to
wards the other side.
It was when the boat had reached midstream,
where the tide ran swiftly, that a man's voice
rang out suddenly and sharply above the hum of
conversation, followed immediately by a splash in
the dark waters and a wild cry of, "A man over
board, stop the boat!"
For a moment the startled crowd were paralyzed
by a nameless fear, then the quick reaction sent
the terrible cry like an electric shock from end to
end and from side to side—"A man overboard!"
The excited mass could only guess the dread
particulars, only a few saw the tragedy and
learned its cause, and when the story was told it
proved to be one that had often been told before,
though perhaps not with so strikingly spectacular
a setting. An unknown man had without a mo
ment's warning, sprung upon the bulwarks and
with desperate earnestness had shouted, "I have
been playing the game of life—the cards were
stacked—and I have lost!" and before friendly
hands could grasp him he had leaped into the
river and was gone.
It is not easy to conjecture the varied effects
of this tragedy upon the individual minds of that
crowd. Were cases of suicide through poverty or
failure in business less frequent, doubtless the
impression made by this one would have been
more permanent. As it was, some minds after
the first rude shock would dismiss it as only an
other. "Temporary insanity" would be the ver
dict of many. Some would pass it by as one of
the unaccountable necessities of modern civiliza
tion, while a few—very few, would realize the
terrible significance of the suicide's cry, try to
trace it to its fundamental cause, and thus be
come better acquainted with the tricks and trage
dies of the system that he so aptly termed "The
game of life."
That the unfortunate suicide should regard this
life as a game in which the few win and the many
lose does not seem so like the ravings of tem
porary insanity as some would have us believe,
if we open our eyes to the common facts of life.
That out of every one hundred who go into busi
ness, 95 per cent fail, is enough to startle even a
sane observer who has noted the superabundant
provision made for all human needs in natural
opportunities, and the constantly increasing labor
saving inventions which make it easier than ever
before for the industrious laborer to make use of
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that beneficent provision. If life be a game,
surely the laborer ought to win easily, and he
would most certainly win if his relations with
the source of sustenance were normal. But ob
viously they are not—the game is not being
played fair—"the cards are stacked!" and the vic
tims have not one chance in a hundred to win.
My Lord Tom Noddy has a card up his sleeve
that gives him title to the very soil, without the
use of which the laborer cannot live, and when
that is played, it takes everything.
The private ownership of land has enabled
others beside My Lord Tom Noddy to stack the
cards. The American Captain of Industry, with
his trusts and mergers and tariffs and special
privileges—the merciless speculator in the neces
saries of life, who, like Patten, pinches a piece
out of every poor American's loaf, and with his
conscienceless confederates pockets millions by
the trick that many of his victims regard as quite
clever—these and many others of the smaller type
of gamblers who have learned the tricks of their
monopolistic mentors, all owe their ability to rake
in by far the larger part of the world's wealth,
without earning it, to the private ownership of
the soil.
It requires no special mental ability to see that
ownership of the source of all wealth, the land,
gives the owner the power to exact tribute from
all who must live upon it, and when we consider
how important the loss of even one day's employ
ment is to the vast multitude of workers who
live on the very margin of poverty—who just get
enough to live on while they continue in work, we
see the necessity of keeping the opportunities of
nature open to the laborer to save him from the
poverty that is so imminent all the time. This
can only be done by taking the land out of the
range of speculation—as a thing to be bought and
sold and used as a means of extorting prices which
enable the holder to live without working—and
to treat it as a thing to be used and only used un
der conditions which shall be just to all—the
holder of the more desirable land paying to the
holder of the less desirable, the difference between
the relative values of the two in addition to the
full rental value of each. The inevitable result
of this arrangement would be to throw open large
sections of land for building and other purposes
and thus find employment for workers now living
on the margin of poverty and make it possible
for the industrious to possess their home under
an equitable tenure—"under their own vine and
fig tree," no landlord "daring to make them
afraid."
Under such conditions it would be impossible
for monopolists to "stack the cards," for the game
would be fair and the best man would win. And
if any man wished to commit suicide he would
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have to do it for some other reason than lack of
opportunity to earn a living.
EDMUND CORKILL.

A EUROPEAN OUTLOOK.
Frederic C. Howe, Author of "The City the Hope of
Democracy," in "The Townsman."
Europe only thinks of America as a country of
railway smashups, trusts and privilege-controlled
politics. Here and there men know about Cleve
land and its Mayor. The members of the town
council of Glasgow were deeply interested in the
Cleveland farm colony at Warrensville as well as
Boyville at Hudson. They were planning similar
developments in Glasgow, and had heard of Cleve
land's achievements in this line, and knew more
about its activities than of any other city in
America.
England is greatly agitated over land monop
oly, and the taxation of land values as they call
the single tax in England. The Liberal party has
adopted the teachings of Henry George in its pres
ent campaign. The land question in fact is the
dominant issue in European politics, and wher
ever the name of Henry George is known the name
of Tom L. Johnson is linked with it. In a hum
ble, two room tenement in Copenhagen, I saw the
photograph of Cleveland's Mayor pasted upon the
wall, and heard the story of the Cleveland fight
against privilege from a German orator at a land
reform meeting in Berlin.
Cleveland suggests the English and the German
city in spirit more than any other city in America.
It has the same motive of these foreign cities,
which is the improvement in the well being of the
community, the ownership of franchise corpora
tions, the taxation of the land speculator, the
prevention of poverty, and the extension of the
means of recreation and pleasure to all of the
people.
Water fronts are prized in Europe more highly
than any other municipal asset. The German
city would as soon permit its river or harbor fron
tage to be monopolized by private interests as it
would its streets or public buildings. Every one
of the Rhine cities have come into eminence and
have trebled and frequently quadrupled their trade
and commerce in a few years' time by the freeing
of their water frontage from private control.
Dr. Cooley's plan at Warrensville colony has its
imitators in Copenhagen and Berlin. Both cities
have acquired great stretches of land as havens
of rest. Neither city owns as much land for this
purpose as Cleveland, but both of them are caring
for the unfortunate classes along lines quite simi
lar to our own. Berlin has spent millions on an
out of door tuberculosis sanitarium and convales
cent home on a great farm of five hundred acres
about twenty miles from the city. Copenhagen

has a great open place along the sea front for the
care of vagrants, tramps and the disemployed who
are temporarily given lodging and hospital treat
ment, and helpful oversight by the public authori
ties.
The one thing the foreign official cannot under
stand is the helplessness of the American city
before private corporations occupying its streets.
Privilege is subordinate to humanity in Europe.
When a city decides to acquire a franchise corpora
tion, the matter is disposed of in a few months'
time. If rates of fare are to be regulated, they are
settled with the same expedition. There is no in
terminable litigation and endless injunctions.
There is no press owned by the privileged interests
to make war upon the community. The city is
not only sovereign ; it commands respect in time
of peace, just as does the nation in time of war,
and it is as treasonable to make war upon the city
in the one way as to betray the nation in the other.

BOOKS
THE LABOR QUESTION.
Men, the Workere. By Henry Demarest Lloyd.
Edited by Anne Withington and Caroline Stallbohm. Published by Doubleday, Page & Com
pany, New York.
The editors explain that in this collection of
articles and addresses they have endeavored to
show as comprehensively as possible the late Mr.
Lloyd's attitude toward the labor movement "in
the various concrete forms in which it presented
itself to him." Their work has been done with
the tenderness of intimate friendship and the in
telligence of good editorship.
Beginning with his Fourth-of-July address of
1889, the collection includes a variety of Mr.
Lloyd's addresses, in chronological order down to
his speech at the Mitchell-Darrow-Lloyd recep
tion in Chicago in 1903, immediately after the
Boosevelt arbitration in Pennsylvania and shortly
before Mr. Lloyd's death. Through them all
there runs "the thread of democracy, whose prin
ciples," said Mr. Lloyd in his address to the
American Federation of Labor in 1893, "must
and will rule wherever men co-exist, in industry
not less surely than in politics."
As early as 1889, Mr. Lloyd described the labor
movement in words that are fitting today, as "a
distinct stage in the march of progress, with a
definite, clearly marked mission," a mission which
"on its constructive side is to extend into indus
try the brotherhood already recognized in politics
and religion, and to teach men as workers the
love and equality which they profess as citizens
and worshippers." Four years later he filled out
this thought with the epigram that "democracy
must be progressive or die." In another place
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the former speech, he gave another expression
the same thought. "The labor movement,"
said, "means to make all men workmen, and
make all workmen free."
Mr. Lloyd was hardly an economic analyzer.
Nor was he a generalizer except as poets are.
His generalizations came from what artists call
"feeling." Although a keen observer and volum
inous collecter of the facts of industrial life, and
a consummate artist in massing them in pic
turesque forms and connections and thereby mak
ing them vital in the telling, his apprehension of
economic cause and effect seldom reached below
the surface. His profound faith in the power of
democracy seems to have come from an artist's
sensitiveness rather than a philosopher's penetra
tion and grasp. But in a conflict in which in
tellectual demonstration is constantly over-em
phasized, special emphasis of poetic feeling is a
relief and a help.
In true balance the two go together, whether
in science or art. The combination is very likely,
however, to offend artistic temperaments by its
"science" and the scientific by its "feeling." This
was the experience of Henry George's "Progress
and Poverty," one of the best examples of equili
brium in that respect; professional economists
shied at it because it appealed to sentiment, while
many whose feelings were responsive found their
artistic souls paralyzed by its demonstrations.
Mr. Lloyd's addresses, while they may seem vul
nerable to the pure thinker, may for that very
reason be all the more impressive with readers of
affectional temperament.
We are not to be understood, of course, as im
plying that thought is lacking because feeling is
dominant. In true artistic feeling, thought is
necessarily involved ."just as feeling is involved in
true scientific thought. Our contrast is not be'tween thought and feeling, but between the
thought of the scientist who has a feeling for
logical sequence, and the feeling of the artist
whose thought makes a framework for the ex
pression of his affections. Mr. Lloyd's speeches
in the collection before us seem to place him in
the latter rather than the former category ; and
that is the place we think he would himself have
preferred.
T

V

Y

to know that this renowned sovereign has been
weighed, not by the judgment of the historian,
but by a sympathetic study of and insight into
the character «of the great and good man as re
vealed in his own writings and translations, from
which, in the course of the play, many admirable
quotations are made. While the drama is cast in
modern English instead of the terse Saxon that
shaped King Alfred's thought, it preserves
throughout the heautiful simplicity and directness
of the Saxon type of character. Apart from the
strength of the dramatic action there is the charm
of song and lyric to lighten the brooding sense of
some overhanging tragedy from which we are hap
pily saved by the grace and loyalty of the fairy-like
Elfreda and the repenting womanliness of Queen
Elswitha. Very pleasing is the wisdom of the
King's Fool, Mbonfiohet, and the unconscious
humor of the neatherd Gurth and his wife Dridda,
as they strive to familiarize themselves to the high
estate conferred on them by the king in acknowl
edgment of the service that had been rendered him
by their daughter, Elfreda.
But the secret of "King Alfred's Jewel" (an
actual jewel preserved at Oxford and represented
by the colored frontispiece in the book), the secret
of this rare jewel can hardly be revealed by the
critic without lessening, in a degree, the interest
and fascination of the story for the future reader
who will prefer to have the mystery unfold itself
through the successive acts of a drama that should
find its proper setting on the stage.
It goes without saying that the spiritual power
which characterizes and inspires the works of Ka
trina Trask is so beautifully evident in "King
Alfred's Jewel" that its anonymous publication
could scarcely blind the sense of her admirers to
the secret of her authorship. With her instinct to
look beneath the surface to the inner reality of
things, it is the man and not the king that she
portrays, reminding \is always of his own words :
It Is the mind of man that giveth rank;
Man's truth is his nobility.
But why should the divine human qualities
which the poet loves to depict dwell so invariably

To Friends of The Public:

A HISTORICAL DRAMA.
King Alfred's Jewel. By Katrina Trask. Author of
"Mors el Victoria," "Night and Morning," Etc.
John Lane Company, London and New York.
Price, $1.25 net. Post 10c.
While legends of King Arthur have become
somewhat hackneyed in poetic lore, the reign of
King Alfred presents a less worn field of valor
and romance which Mrs. Trask has opened to
our vision in the really beautiful drama of "King
Alfred's Jewel." And it is especially gratifying
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with the heroes and heroines of the dim, misty
past ?
May not a ray of lieavenly light strike into the
electric atmosphere of the passing century and
reveal to us the inspiring figure of a knight, a
hero and—a king?
a. l. m.

PERIODICALS
An appreciative brief consideration of the teach
ings of Henry George, by William Rotus Eastman,

Is one of the features of The Twentieth Century
(Boston) for November; and among the others is an
article by Carl S. Vrooman on railway corruption,
and one by Bolton Hall on the methods of Joseph.

Col. C. E. S. Wood's plea for the friendship of na
tions in the Pacific Monthly (Portland, Ore.), for
November, is characteristic for its argument and
eloquence. Its wholesome optimism rings true
throughout, to the opening prophecy that peace
"will come just so surely as the human heart con
tinues that throbbing which each of us has re-

1} You cannot afford to miss our Advertising. *J It changes every week.
The fundamental truths in THE SOUL OF THE WO
made plainer to me than before.—A. D. Cfidf.
By ESTELLA BACH MAN
438 pages. Cloth, $1.00

D

Order of EQUITIST PUBLISHING) HOUSE, Station A, Paiadena. Cat.

Real Estate For Sale and Exchange
EDWARD POLAK
4030 Third Ave.
New York City

"The Free Pass Bribery System"
U the title of a new book by QEOROB W. BERQE. At Its title Indicates, this
book tells the whole dramatic storv of the bribery Influence of the free rail
road pass. The storv tells astounding facts that the people should know. In
vivid language It portrays how the railroads, through the free pass bribery
system have procured the government awa> from the people; how the passholders have been in fact a policing squad for the railroads to protect the rail
roads in their extortionate freight and passenger rates charged the people]
how the pass bribery system makes conspirators, perjurers and grafters out
of all who thrive under the system. The following are titles to some of the
chapters!
The Free Pass S>stem Is a Conspiracy; Treason of Old Time Pass Hold
ers; The Scdu .■• ve Influence of the Free Pass; Passes and Perjury; Pass
Briber* Leads to Oraft; State Institutions In drip of Pass Bribery System;
The Free Pass Holders a Policing Squad for the Railroads; How Free Pass
Agents Organize and Control the Legislature.
It Is the only book ever written upon the subject, and everybody will
want to read It. It contains more than 300 pages, bound la heavy Cloth.
THE PRICE OF THE BOOK IS »!.<*>, by mall, postage prepaid.

Remittances must accompany orders. Address
415 Little Building, Lincoln, Nebraska

The Tariff:
What it is:
How it Works:
Whom it Benefits.
Protection:
Revenue;
Free Trade.
By Lee Francis Lybarger, of the Philadelphia
Bar. Author of " Land, Labor, Wealth."
Sold by The Public's Book Department for
30 cents, postpaid.

Women's Tride Union Leiiuc of (licgi
PUBLIC MEETINO.
Sunday, November 14, 3 P. M.

Federation Hall, 275 La Salle St.
SECOND FLOOR

Business: Reports. Voting on National Con
stitution as amended by the Convention,
subject to ratification by the Local Leagues.
Refreshments. All welcome.
MRS. RAYMOND ROBINS.
Presi !eot

EMMA STiJGHAGEN,
Secret arv .

The
AT-ONE-MENT
of

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
& SINGLE TAX
by

JULIA GOLDZIER
26 E. 45th St.. Bayonne, N. J.
50 cts. Postpaid.
Mrs. Goldstar la large enough la ber mental vision to see the
great truth In the wisdom of Henry George, and she is brave
enough to dare associate the name of the denomination she repreeents with the philosophy she advocates. It can only be boned
that ail followers of all creeds msy some time possess her vision
snd her courage.—Ella Wheeler Wilcox
In It are forcibly discussed some truths that everybody ought
to know and most of all the taxpayers. While a portion of the
work appeals particularly to the Christian Scientists, the rest of
the book Is taken up with questions of Single Tax; and under the
latter head the principal factors which form the chief truths to he
considered are marshalled In such a fashion that they can be easily
assimilated and thus form food for reflection.—J. T. R. Proctor.
I can sympathize with you In your enthusiastic interest In the
Single Tax, for my own conviction or the economic value of Henry
George's Ideas grows apace. — J. B. Willis, Associate Editor
Christian Scientist Journal and Sentinel.
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"Can I offer you a little friendly advice?"
"If you'll take a little in return."
Here negotiations ceased.—Louisville
CourierJournal.

ceived through an innumerable chain reaching to the
very dawn of creation."

*
La Follette's (Madison, Wise.) for November 6
publishes a lucid explanatory article by Charles K.
Lush on the "second choice" method of direct
primary elections. It is an article to be both studied
and preserved. No intelligent discussion of the sub
ject of direct primaries is possible -without an ap
prehension of the device It explains.

+

Willie, a little country boy, six years of age, was
taken one Sunday night to a large city church,
where he saw for the first time a vested choir.
To his mother's surprise and gratification, he not
only kept wide awake but seemed greatly Inter
ested in every part of the service. At its close he

The Public

The List is
Growing.
/
»J Not only are subscription* coming- in thru my
personal solicitation efforts, but they are increas
ing splendidly thru the efforts of friends of The
Public everywhere. And that's die thing that
really counts.

+

One man cannot cover a great

deal of territory. The only drawback is that so
many subscriptions are allowed to lapse, not
because the subscribers want them to. but be
cause for one reason or another they are over
looked, and later it's too much trouble to take the
matter up.
«| I was Introduced to a man ths other day by a
friend. He looked at my card and saldi "Why.

Tha Public Is a weekly review, giving In concise and plain
terms, with lucid explanations and without editorial
bias, all the news of the world of historical value.
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mingling editorial opinions with Its news accounts, It
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principles of fundamental democracy, which. In the col
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appear articles and extracts upon various subjects,
verse as well as prose, chosen alike for their literary
merit and their wholesome human Interest In relation
to the progress of democracy.
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turned to her and said, "I like this church, It Is
so nice to watch the preacher when he comes out
with all his wives in their nightgowns."—Harper's
Magazine.
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"Don't you have snails in Philadelphia?"
"Oh, yes," responded the Philadelphian; "but we
can't catch the pesky things!"—Lippincott's.

+

+

A New Yorker, dining a Philadelphia friend, desired to show him all the delicacies of the season.
One dish in particular the Philade'phian exclaimed
over in delight.
"That is made of snails," said his New York host,

+

*

But recently arrived, a shade bustled up to St.
Peter. "My good man," said he, "will you tell me
where I must go to get souvenir post cards?" And
St. Peter, eyeing him him sourly, told him where
he could go to.—Argonaut.
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