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EDITORIAL

President Taft's Preferred Associates.

President Taft's "swing around the circle" is

now half completed; and there is little left to

learn from him of the true inwardness of his ad

ministration, except its thoughts upon the South.

Thus far his affiliations have been with persons

and his commendations have been of policies that

are the worst in his party.

*

In Boston he "o. k.'d" Aldrich for Western con

sumption—Aldrich the legislative leader of the

Big Business pirates.

On his way to Albany, he white-washed Ballin-

ger, the Big Business conservator of water power

and coal deposits.

At Chicago the atmosphere that enveloped him

was plutocratic and Cannonistic, and his speech

was fitted to the occasion,—a labor speech in the

spirit of Servants, obey your masters, and of Mas

ters, be kind to your servants when they are good !

While in Wisconsin he avoided Senator La Fol-

lette, whom the Interests fear and hate, but fell

into the arms of Senator Stephenson, who is one

of their number.

*

He gave Tawney at Winona a certificate of good
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character, the same Tawney who was the only

Congressman from Minnesota that the Interests

were able to "round up" for the tariff plunder-

bund.

*

The only word of commendation he had for any

member of the Congressional delegation from

Iowa he saved for Walter I. Smith. And who is

Smith? He is a member of the committee on

rules of the House, which identifies him with Can

non. He is the member who introduced the reso

lution whacking President Roosevelt for putting

secret service detectives on the trail of Congress

men and upon whom Roosevelt retaliated in a spe

cial message which showed that this trailing had

not been unfruitful in uncovering crooked deals.

Yet President Taft made a rear platform speech

at Atlantic, Iowa, in Smith's district, praising

Smith to the skies and expressing the hope that

lie would be re-elected.

It may be said with reference to both Smith

and Tawney that, in addition to being ring leaders

in the House for heading off Roosevelt's secret

service appropriation and avowed anti-Roosevelt

men, both went "down the line" for the tariff in

iquity. Both were active also in securing the $25,-

000 appropriation for Taft's traveling expenses

(pp. 253, 867) on his present trip, after it had

been understood and arranged that in view of the

increase of his salary to $75,000 a year, no appro

priation for traveling expenses should be made.

But how do those facts explain President Taft's

peculiar affection for this delectable pair?

To round out his collection of worthies, Mr.

Taft had only to turn himself over to Smoot the

Mormon, upon arriving in Utah; and lo and be

hold ! that is what ho did—exclusively and cozilv.

Aldrich, Ballinger, Cannon, Stephenson, Taw

ney, Walter I. Smith and Senator Smoot ! And not

a single anti-ring Republican. Perhaps Mr. Taft

may be able on his way through Louisiana to add

some safe and sane Democratic protege of

Aldrich's to his collection. After that he

would lack nothing to make it a perfect

one of its kind except the Tammanyites

of New York, who entered into the bi

partisan bargain with Cannon last winter for

the organization of the House. Some one has re

cently described Mr. Taft as having "honesty,

candor, humor and energy." The description can

not be very satisfactory to Republicans outside the

ring, unless the man who made it be presumed to

have had a purpose in omitting "intelligence."

* +

More Money for the Schools.

"Lack of money," writes Dr. Favill of Chicago,

with reference to the present almost criminal

crowding of children in the public schools for lack

of money, "is not really lack of money." This

sounds like an irreconcilable paradox. But it isn't.

It is absolutely true. Not lack of money, but, Dr.

Favill continues, "lack of willingness to divert

money sufficiently into its proper channel," is what

makes overcrowding, bad air, poor light, imperfect

seats and too few teachers too poorly paid in our

schools. We don't know exactly what channels Dr.

Favill regards as improper; but we should think

it would be reasonably plain to honest and

thoughtful minds that the channels which carry

the growing social values of a city away from

educational uses for her children and into the

pockets of the mere proprietors of building lots,

are improper channels.

* +

The Crime of Poverty.

In the fourteenth annual report of the New

York Commission of Prisons, dated February 23,

1909, we find this interesting instance of what we

all know but some deny, that poverty is treated

as a crime : "John Hayes, a Southern Negro, was

brought to the penitentiary (Albany) today for

the third time since last Spring. He seems to be

a victim of hard luck. He came north from Vir

ginia in May to work in the brickyard district

down the river. When work was slack he was laid

off. He had no money, and while looking for

work was arrested on a charge of vagrancy and

sent here from Poughkeepsie. He was- discharged

on the Fourth of July and sent back to the place

from which he was committed, as the law pro

vides. Then he started up the river, penniless,

looking for work. The Catskill police arrested

him as a tramp and he was sentenced to six

months. This sentence expired the other day and

he was returned to Catskill. Searching again for

work, he was picked up yesterday on a charge of

vagrancy and given a three months' sentence. He

was very much discouraged. So he came back

today, clad in a light jacket, vest, trousers, shoes,

and cap, with no underclothing, stockings, or

mittens. A small Bible was the only thing he

carried. It will be observed there is no pretence

that this man committed a crime or was likely to

do so. The fact that he retained his Bible through
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all his misfortunes would indicate that he was a

man of good morality and entitled to help, not

punishment. As there is no other prospect before

him but to go out moneyless in search of work

when his present sentence expires, he will prob

ably be again arrested and re-committed, and this

may continue interminably. And thus we have

a case of imprisonment for life for no other

offense than that of being poor."

* *

The Police "Sweat Box."

Denunciations of the unlawful and infamous

'"sweat box" of the police (p. 794) have seemed so

much like an outcry in the wilderness, with judges

as mum upon the subject as clams, that we are

always glad to got a word from the bench which

harks back to the law. One such word we have

been able to record, that of Police Justice Nash (p.

794) of New York City; and we are able now to

record another—Judge Calhoon, the presiding jus

tice of the Supreme Court of Mississippi. We

quote from a newspaper, but Judge Calhoon's

words are there credited to the 80th volume of the

Mississippi reports at page 592—the case of Mis

sissippi against Ammon.

*

It seems that in this case the chief of police had

testified that the accused had made to him a "free

and voluntary" statement. This "voluntary"

statement had been obtained by the "sweat box"

methods now in common use in one form and

another. Occasionally the officer who was "sweat

ing" the prisoner would interrogate him about the

crime charged against him. After several days of

obstinate denial the "free and voluntary" confes

sion was made. "The officer said," according to

Judge Calhoon, that "he did not threaten his

prisoner, and did not coerce him," that "everything

was 'free and voluntary.' " He did tell him,

however, "that it would be best for him to do what

was right," and "that it would be better for him

to tell the truth." These facts being lwfore the

highest court of the State, the conviction secured

in the trial at which that confession had been used

was reversed ; and in writing the opinion for the

whole court, Judge Calhoon said:

This sweat box seems to be a permanent institu

tion, invented and used to gently persuade all ac

cused persons to voluntarily tell the truth. When

ever they do tell the truth, that is, confess guilt of

the crime, they are let out of the sweat box. Speak

ing of this apartment, and the habit as to prisoners

generally, this officer says: "We put them in there

(the sweat box) when they don't tell me what I

think they ought to." This is refreshing. The con

fession was not competent to be received as evi

dence. (6 Am. & Eng. Enc. Law, p. 531 note 3; Id.

p. 550 note 7; Hamilton v. State, 77 Miss. 675; 27, So.

606; Somon v. State, 37 Miss. 288.) Defendant, un

less demented, understood that the statement want

ed was confession, and that this only meant release

from this "black hole of Calcutta." Such proceed

ings as this record discloses cannot be too strongly

denounced. They violate every principle of law,

reason, humanity and personal right. They obstruct

instead of advance the proper ascertainment of

truth. It is far from the duty of an officer to ex

tort confession by punishment. On the contrary, he

should warn his prisoner that every statement he

may choose to make may be used against him on

his trial.

* *

A Landmark in Land Value Taxation.

Lawson Purdy, president of the tax department

of New York City under Mayor McClellan, has

contributed a work of great value and altogether

unique, to the mechanism of taxation and the data

of land reform. Supported by all the commis

sioners over whom he presides, he has published an

official collection of land value maps of the entire

city of Greater New York. These maps, cover

ing in detail the sixty assessment districts of the

whole city, show approximately the value in 1909

per front foot (on the basis of a depth of 100 feet)

on every street. In the case of large tracts in the

rural sections of the city the value given is by the

acre. We can think of nothing as more likely to

further the abolition of land monopoly in cities.

What New York has done, other cities will have

to do. As a result, we shall soon have a census

of city land values, and with each revision be able

to sec the increase of values. Suppose we had

maps like this dating back only twenty or thirty

years. The figures would paralyze every effort to

retain such values as private property. Some of

these New York values, even without comparison

with future values, are amazing. Take Wall

street, for instance, near Nassau. Here the land

is valued at $22,500 a front foot, which means

$225 per square foot, and that is not far from

$10,000,000 per acre. Observe that this includes

no improvements, but is the value of the bare land.

In connection with that unique and valuable set

of land value maps, there is published the regular

report of Mr. Purdy's department, which makes

a comparison of the valuation from 1906 to 1909,

both inclusive. In 1906, the land values alone

aggregated $3,307,233,746, and they have con

stantly advanced until in 1909 they aggregate

$3,885,727,207—an increase in three years of

$518,493,461. This is pretty significant of the

direction in which the value of public growth
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goes. That entire increase, due solely to social

progress, is private property! This throe years'

increase alone in the land values of New York is

equal to more than $100 for every man, woman

and child of the population.

*r *** *r

AN IDEAL CHICAGO, AND THE

COST OF IT.

I. Preliminary Observations.

In the sweltering summer time three months

ago, the Commercial Club of Chicago put out

plans and specifications for an ideal city, and the

Chicago papers were full of the subject.

The plans exhibited a beautiful conception—

beautiful even in the narrow sense of mere art-

culture, hut beautiful also in that larger sense of

an exquisitely attractive adaptation of means to

ends for great communal uses. Any one of dis

cernment will say so after looking at the plans

themselves, which are still on public exhibition at

the Art Institute.

But the weather was too hot at the time to say

much or to think much of this project after the

first journalistic outburst; and not a great deal

was said of it after that, nor perhaps much think

ing done about it—not even by the Mayorfwho, at

his own request, was authorized by the City Coun

cil in July to appoint a commission of aldermen

and private citizens to take the matter in charge.

In the cooler weather of autumn, however, one's

thoughts may turn with freshness and steadiness

to the merits and possibilities of so magnificent an

undertaking.

*

It is not a local matter merely.

The complete reconstruction of the second city

of the Republic on lines of great common utility

and transcendent beauty, is in itself a subject for

national enthusiasm.

Simply as a spectacle it should be of universal

interest, and it is to be more than a spectacle.

The utility of it, the beauty of it, the subtle art

that unites the two, its constructively revolution

ary character, the adaptability of the plans to

other municipal sites, the financial problems it

raises, the civic spirit it puts to the test of sin

cerity—these and kindred considerations give to

the Commercial Club's movement for an Ideal

Chicago, elements of human interest which cannot

be confined within any one city's municipal bound

ary lines. It must appeal with peculiar intensity

of interest to the best thought of every community

in the land.

There is, it is true, something sinister in the

trademark.

For civic purposes the Commercial Club of

Chicago is not a name to conjure with. The high

est ideal of too many of its influential members

is of the "cent-per-cent" order. Of course this

makes its patronage a strong recommendation to

the "cent-per-cent" class, to whom the fattening

of investments is the chief end of mortal exist

ence; and to them its endorsement of the Ideal

Chicago has carried an agreeable fragrance of

real-estate profits. But wherever else the prestige

of the Commercial Club penetrates, this agreeable

fragrance turns to an offensive odor. The work

ing masses of Chicago—and we by no means limit

this description to persons eligible to labor union

membership—have little use for the Commercial

Club or anv of its recommendations.

Yet it would hardly be fair or wise to judge

that club in this matter by its "cent-per-cent"

membership. Even if a sordid group does hap

pen to be the more influential, a large part of the

membership is not of this class. Among the

members who are promoting the movement for an

Ideal Chicago, are many men of genuine civic

spirit.

Even if that were not so, the project should be

considered upon its merits, regardless of its label;

and such is the consideration we purpose giving it

in a series of articles to follow this one.

+ * +

THE UNECONOMY OF CERTAIN

GREAT BENEFACTIONS.

It may be that the world is growing better, as

Mr. Andrew Carnegie says, and that in the practi

cal application of the thought of brotherhood, or

trusteeship,* by the very rich the struggle of the

masses for existence will be turned into something

of a festival; but history and philosophy seem to

show that the line of human society's best inter

ests runs counter to charity and beneficence—and

ease.

+

From the world's beginning man has contended,

in a slowly-decreasing measure, against nature.

Her harsh laws have encompassed him, and

there has been none to show mercy ; but that which

•In Cooper Union. New York, at a meeting (1903) of the

People's Institute, Mr. Carnegie said in the course of an

address: "Whenever the rich act as trustees and provide

out of their surplus wealth for the genuine permanent

good of the poor, then will be solved—and not till then—

the question of wealth and poverty."
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could not be overcome has been, after loag and

bitter experience, made serviceable by the indi

vidual's adaptation.

Over the stepping stones of crude and slavish,

though successively improving, social systems we

have passed. They were found not to permit of

personal conformings to economic laws, and hence

inadequate to right development.

Will the suggested "brotherhood," of which the

millionaire is to be the potent center—a sort of

feudalism-iup-to-date—appease the burning desire

of the discriminating common people—not for a

thinly-disguised charity, but for great equalitv

of opportunity and for justice?

It is a truistic statement that the genuine, sub

stantial progress of any people is in the mass.

They, rise, as they fall—together.

Mr. Carnegie's "leader,"* if he is a successful

one, is after all but a centralized expression of the

times.

Moreover, the advance is four-square, so to

speak. The arts, for instance, march to the same

music as do the crafts, and the resultant general

character is full and rounded. No one faculty

of the body politic has been forced in its develop

ment at the expense of the others.

But with ' the advent of the multi-millionaire

possessed of a fad for some special beneficence, it

may be seen that danger of hindering and dis

arranging the orderly and natural growth of hu

man society is very great.

It does not matter, so far as the economic prin

ciple is concerned, that the philanthropy takes the

virtuous form of libraries, as in the case of Mr.

Carnegie. The transmuting of millions upon mil

lions of dollars into free books and cozy reading

rooms means an undue stimulus on one side of the

average character; it means a proportional draw

ing away of the person's attention from other

pastimes and diities, which are often, no doubt,

frivolous and wasteful, but still experience-teach

ing, eliminative, evolutionary. It may mean, as

well, a habit of superficial reading and little think

ing; of the debasing thought that the poor are

properly the wards of the rich. Still other evils

are conceivable. Withal there will be a certain

amount of "education," but it will be premature

—ahead of the people's normal assimilative pow

ers, and at the expense of divers essentials of well-

*"It Is not the million. It la the individual man or woman

through whom the divine impulse comes that raises us.

that leads us on the path which, under the beneficent

law of evolution, mankind is to follow. With every ad

vance made by man there Is always a leader, and then

come the million."—Mr. Carnegie at Cooper Union.

being. True progress will be retarded until—in

the course of generations, it may be—the outraged

principles of growth assert themselves and na

ture's equilibrium is thereby re-established.

The citation of the practice of library-giving

connotes other great modern benefactions; for in

stance, the General Education Fund of Mr. Rocke

feller.

The same objection of hot-house stimulus, with

out the full selective, chastening and strengthen

ing experience of the ordinary life struggle, ap

plies here also.

And this criticism may be reinforced by the fact

that these millions were amassed largely through

the artificial process of protection: "immoral" is

the uncompromising way the late English prime

minister, Campbell-Bannerman, described the

high-tariff policy. In brief, the people, unwit

tingly it may be, tax themselves to create a monop

oly; and the monopolist, in turn, grown old and

rich, diverts parts of the proceeds from many

little natural channels into one big individual

Purpose-in-life.

There is here a sequence of broken economic

laws ; and while even this is doubtless "all in the

evolution of things," the regrettable feature is ever

that mankind, by just the amount of time spent

in recovery, is delayed in the true and enduring

forward movement.

*

But how shall a multi-millionaire escape what

has been called the disgrace of dying rich? It is

his privilege to give away his money. How may

he do it and not violate any of fhe principles of

healthy growth of the whole people?

Where protection has been a factor in the ac

cumulation of the wealth, it would be doubly fit

ting 'that the perturbed millionaire turn his sur

plus money over to the government, with the un

derstanding that it be used to lessen general taxa

tion, thereby affecting all the people in a restitu-

tional way and with relative uniformity, not dis

turbing natural social growth by an undue stimu

lation in one direction, and curtailing as far as

possible the penalties which follow the breaking

of an economic law.

True, there would be little or no glory in the

suggested procedure; no stately buildings herald

ing the name of the "benefactor" in carved stone,

and "fame" would not be held so surely in the

hollow of the rich man's hand. Therefore will

the present generation hardly see it done,
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It will be pointed out, quite likely, that mu

nicipal free libraries and State-supported colleges

must logically be condemned under the present

argument; but this view is based on a misconcep

tion.

The voice of the self-governing people has

spoken when public institutions are established:

libraries and schools are here but a reflex of pre

vailing sentiment and desire; all is democratic, all

is natural.

But in the case of the millionaire "benefactor"

a powerful and seductive individuality, at vari

ance with the world's true economy, warps the

social structure.- The evil is so ramified, so in

sidious, and may endure, with seeming natural

ness, through such a long period of time, that the

mind does not easily apprehend it.

*

After all is said, we will very properly continue

to believe the homely prophecy that "all will come

out right in the end."

But let optimism be tempered by the thought

that social evolution is not a continuously natural

and forward movement—that it involves retrogres

sion ; and that on account of certain great bene

factions of today, proximate (not ultimate) pos

terity, if not we ourselves, must be robbed of the

fullest measure of well being and content.

FRANK MUNRO.

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE

HENRY GEORGISM IN AUSTRALIA.

Sydney, N. S. W., Australia, Aug. 1.

It Is commonly asserted by opponents of -land val

ues taxation that the advocates of this reform do not

own land, and that they are seeking to promote a

change In the Incidence of taxation from purely

selfish motives. Fortunately, I am In a position to

be able to prove conclusively that there Is nothing

In such criticism.

At the same time I do not for one moment agree

with the view that the landless have no interest in

the land values of the country, and consequently no

right to say whether they should be taxed or not.

If all those who own no land in New South Wales

left the country it would be a bad day for the land

owners. It would reduce land values by about seven

teen shillings in the pound. The owners of land in

this state today are indebted to the landless for

seventeen shillings in the pound of the value of the

land they own. The right therefore of the landless

to a voice in saying how the land shall be taxed is

beyond question.

But In practice it is not really necessary.

The New South Wales local government act of

1906 gives the local taxpayers the right to demand

a poll as to the incidence of local taxes, except the

general rate, and loan rates under some conditions.

So far there have been twenty polls.

But only land owners can demand a poll, and re

cord their votes. See how careful Parliament was to

deal tenderly with the interests of land owners. It

gave them power to please themselves as to how

they should be taxed. I must admit that I viewed

this concession to the land owners with some mis

giving. But it has proved groundless.

Here are all the available particulars about all the

polls taken to date, all demanded and decided by

the land owners themselves and In favor of land

value taxation. They were taken in localities where

conditions in many ways are widely different, but in

each case the majority came to the same conclusion,

viz., that their homes, shops, factories, farms,

orchards and other improvements should be free from

taxation:

Against land For land Land values

values values taxation,

taxation. taxation. majority.

Alexandria 50 221 171

Waverley 333 413 80

Woollahra 171 271 100

Mosman 84 388 304

Randwick 248 322 74

Liverpool 20 169 149

Broken Hill 266 421 155

Wickham 39 222 1S3

Blayney 17 30 13

Blayney 10 21 11

East Maltland 84 88 4

East Maltland 72 84 12

Casino 23 101 78

Singleton 14 64 40

Singleton 16 62 36

Portland 7 98 91

Grafton 51 90 39

Wollongong 17 131 114

Uralla 6 37 31

Gllgandra 8 11 *

Totals 1,536 3,224 1.68S

At those twenty land owners' polls there was more

than a two to one majority In favor of rating upon

unimproved values. It was simply a case of land

users outvoting land speculators.

If we consider the matter for a moment it will be

"clear that such results are perfectly logical. The ma

jority own land for use, not for pleasure or specula

tion. It was to them a case of financial gain. There

was no sentiment about it at all. It was sound busi

ness. No doubt some saw that true principles and

financial gain were running in double harness, while

others merely did what it paid them to do.

The land is owned by a minority of the population

(the proportion of land owners to landless being

about one in eight) ; but it is a minority of that mi

nority that really profits from the injustice of the

private ownership of land values.

If we decided to make the interests on the cost of

railways and tramways a charge upon the value of

the land it would operate in exactly the same way.

The same may be said of the substitution of land

value taxation for customs duties. The whole single

tax policy could be introduced with positive ad

vantage to a large majority not only of the people

as a whole, but even of the land owners themselves

as a class.

As the people make land values they have a right

to direct that such values shall be taken as public

revenue, and expended in the interests of all. E!x
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perience here shows, however, that the land owners

themselves, by a large majority, favor taxation of

land values. The single tax is a land owner's policy

as well as a people's policy where the majority of

land owners are land users. The real opposition to

it is confined to speculators, whose distinguishing

characteristics are Inordinate greed and laziness.

A. G. HUIB.

* * *

ROOM FOR THE CHILDREN.

Staples, France, Sept. 22.

Give us children, cries France, and sends their

mothers from door to door searching any decent

apartment in which she will be allowed to house her

little ones.

Give us children, cries America; strong, healthy

children, well born and well nurtured, that they may

build us a mighty nation.

Then Capital proceeds to buy up all the vacant

land and the children are crowded together in the

tenement districts where the open spaces have long

ago disappeared.

But they tell me that Chicago has magnificent

plans for vistas of lake and prairie and river that

shall Intersperse the buildings of the future. Surely,

then, some one has thought about the little children

and their needs have not been overlooked. Among

the men and women able to see and feel the needs of

a new generation the children we have with us can

not have escaped without provision being made for

their immediate needs. For after all, if we neglect

the present what can we hope for in the future?

It is nearly two years since I wrote to The Public

of the playgrounds for the Paris children in the

beautiful garden of the Luxembourg (vol. x, p. 7),

and on the unsodded boulevards of the city. For

three summers now I have watched those same chil

dren spend their long vacation beside the sea. Dur

ing the months of July and August they come in

hundreds from the Paris gardens to the wide stretch

of ocean sand, known as Paris Plage. The day that

the lyceums and schools of the city close they be

gin to arrive, with mothers and nurses who remain,

and with fathers and uncles who come and go, as is

the way with the grown up men of the family. Pale

and anemic many of them are at the beginning of

the season, round and rosy, almost without ex

ception are they now as it draws to a close.

Mornings, noons and nights I have watched them.

Early as I may get down to the beach never have I

been able to find it clear of children. Three boys

whom we have known for three summers, seem lit

erally to live on the beach. Digging in the sand,

building wonderful walled cities with towers, moat

and drawbridge, running, jumping, leaping, playing

every game ever devised by the mind of man to be

played in the great open spaces, fetching and carry

ing for mother and her guests, fine manly little fel

lows they are, and it is easy to prophesy for them

a life of health and worthy endeavor.

Not far from their picturesque cabin is another

whose inmates are strangers to us, hut who have

not the less excited our interest. Every morning the

mother herself superintends the ocean bath. Each

child is in turn consigned to the arms of one of the

stalwart Etaples fishermen, who wades far out from

shore with him and instructs him in the art of swim

ming. When the mother thinks the lesson has lasted

long enough she makes a sign, and back to shore

come the pair of them, and the second is handed over

while nurse puts a wrap around number one and

hurries him to the cabin to be dressed. When the

youngest has been a few minutes in the strong

brown arms and then been held up to the silvery-

haired grandmother for her kiss, he is borne up the

bank in the arms of the Breton peasant. When the

bath of the younger children has been superintended

in this way the older ones with their mothers wade

out along the shallows to meet the incoming tide,

and. soon it is a laughing battle with the surf, and

rosy and dripping all trudge off to dress for luncheon.

In the afternoon gay crowds throng the beach,

walking up and down or sitting in picturesque groups

under the gaily colored tents and umbrellas. The

children wade, build castles in the sand and fly kites,

and September finds them doing all these things

with even more eagerness and delight than they

began in July.

And I? Yes, I, too, am doing sometimes one, some

times another of these things, but always and forever

my thoughts are far away with a host of children

whom I know across the great ocean, in another land

that is not less fair, and that is to countless thou

sands a land of promise.

Do I understand the nostalgia of the emigrant?

Perhaps I come a little nearer to it than before these

years of expatriation. But it is not of this that I

would speak.

I long with a great longing to bring into this

atmosphere of laughter and of life, of freedom from

care, many thousands of the burdened children of

our great American cities, but most of all pf the city

where my work and life have been.

In imagination I see those pale-faced children

of South Halsted street, as they throng the pave

ments on some stifling August day and I can see the

change that two weeks beside the sea would make

in them. I think regretfully of the ease with which

they would absorb the nature lessons that some

patient teacher must labor long to instill, and I know

that could all of them have such a holiday as this

no isolation for tuberculosis would be needed.

Then, in imagination I see the varied shores and

the dimpled surface of our fair inland sea. Lake

Michigan stretches away to the sands of Indiana and

the forests of Michigan, and I say to myself, some

where here should be the summer playground of

the children who need these weeks in the great open

spaces where nature has her reservoirs of air, of

sunshine for all.

Lastly I remember that Chicago contains men

and women of the broadest minds and the noblest

generosity. Nothing is too great or too good for

them to accomplish. The children must have their

play grounds near at hand for every day, and farther

away for special times and special needs. Nothing

that makes for better citizens costs too much.

Let us, then, leave room for the children.

IDA FURSMAN.
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NEWS NARRATIVE

To use the reference figures of this Department for

obtaining continuous news narratives:

Observe the reference figures in any art icle ; turn back to the page

they indicate and find there the next preceding article, on the same

subject; observe the reference figures in that article, and turn back

as before; continue until you come to the earliest article on the sub

ject; then retrace your course through the indicated pages, reading

each article in chronological order, and you will have a continuous

news narrative of the subject from its historical beginnings to date.

Week ending Tuesday, October 12, 1909.

A Spanish Educator Condemned to Death.

In washing out revolutionary stains in Barce

lona in blood (pp. 825, 94G), the Spanish govern

ment (p. 972) has aroused the indignation of lib

eral Europe. Since the suppression of the in

cipient revolution 4,000 persons have been held

in prison in Barcelona alone, and more than 10,-

000 in the province. All schools in Catalonia

have been closed, and none may be opened except

by permission of the parish priest and the mayor.

All prisoners are tried by martial law. Especial

feeling has been aroused over the bringing to trial

of Professor Francisco Ferrer, well known to

French liberals and socialists. Professor Ferrer

is said by the London Nation to be a great edu

cationalist, and to be the founder of the only

secondary school in Spain free from clerical dom

ination. Anatole France declares that "Ferrer's

sole crime is that he has established schools ;" and

his trial is regarded, outside of Spain, as an ex

ample of persecution of opinions pure and sim

ple. According to press dispatches of the 9th the

evidence submitted by the judge who conducted

the preliminary investigation included some docu

ments relating to the proclamation of a Spanish

Republic. It also comprised letters from Repub

licans, Free Masons, and Free Thinkers residing

in various foreign countries, as well as political

and revolutionary documents referring to the or

ganization of a universal proletariat society,

which, it is argued, proved Ferrer's complicity in

the revolutionary agitation. Ferrer, speaking in

his own defense, described how, with the police

dogging his steps, he tried to keep out of sight

during the rioting. He denied that lie had been

involved in politics, and declared that he was

solely interested in the improvement of the edu

cation of the youth of the country. Dispatches of

the 11th announced that Professor Ferrer had

been convicted, and had been sentenced to be shot

on Wednesday night of this week, unless his sen

tence should be countermanded. A dispatch from

Rome under the same date announced that the

workmen of that city who are adherents of the

extreme parties would stop work Tuesday after

noon and hold a demonstration in behalf of Fer

rer.

Congo Missionary Acquitted of Libel.

It wiN be remembered that it was announced

last May (p. 469) that two American mission

aries in the Congo, the Rev. Wm. Morrison and

the Rev. W. H. Sheppard, a Negro and the found

er of the Presbyterian mission at Luebo, had been

made defendants in a suit for libel brought by the

Kasai Rubber Co., a Belgian commercial trust,

of which the Belgian Government holds half the

stock and appoints the controlling officials. The

grounds of complaint were public statements made

by the two missionaries, that the Congo officials

levied upon the natives oppressive so-called taxes,

to be paid in rubber; that whole villages, including

women and children, were impressed by the sol

diers for gathering the rubber; that they often

were compelled to travel many miles to the rubber

forests and to sleep there for more than a week

under unhealthy conditions; that they were cru

elly punished for failure to meet the taxes im

posed, and that so large a proportion of their time

was taken for gathering these taxes that they were

unable to cultivate crops and raise food necessary

for their support. The charges against Dr. Mor

rison were later withdrawn on account of an error

in the bailiff's summons. After several postpone

ments Dr. Sheppard's case came to trial on Sep

tember 20th, and on October 5th he was acquitted.

According to the Literary Digest, Emile Vander-

velde, one of the foremost lawyers of Belgium and

a Socialist member of the Belgian Chamber of

Deputies, was to go to the Congo to defend the

missionaries. Mr. Vandervelde "has for years

been the leading critic of Belgian misrule."

The German Socialist Congress.

In the London Nation of September 25, the

significance of the proceedings at the recent Ger

man Socialist Congress at Leipsic-(p. 923), is

indicated. The Nation says :

There were no scenes and no split, and neither

revisionists nor Marxists did anything to damage the

best electoral prospect the party has had for many

years. The two sections fought as usual, but the

tide Is pretty certainly with the reformists. The

Congress rejected a motion for the drafting of a pro

gramme as a basis of co-operation with the radicals

and It re-affirmed the Dresden formula of a revolu

tionary party; but It approved the support given to

Prince Billow's inheritance tax, and it rejected a

resolution condemning any and every co-operation

with non-socialist parties. This last decision un

doubtedly marks the growing strength of the reform

ists, and the change is probably due to the increased

weight of the trade union influence. The trade

unionists are inclined to condemn a policy of barren

negation, and to press for concrete results,

and as their opinions crystallize one may expect to

see the German Social Democracy approximate

much more closely to the English Labor Party.
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In a by-election in Coburg on the 11th the

Socialists won a seat from the National Liberals,

this being the second seat which they have cap

tured from that party since the Reichstag ad

journed. The Socialist gains are attributed by

German newspapers to the dissatisfaction prevail

ing in the country over the new taxes.

Liberals winning the seat are diminished by the

three cornered fight. The Socialists are insisting

on putting forward a candidate instead of allowing

another Liberal to fight for the seat just vacated

by a Liberal. If this by-election is lost by a big

Liberal, the Lords may be encouraged at the last

moment to make a fight on the Budget.

British Politics.

The last clause of the British Budget (p. 971)

passed the committee stage in the House of Com

mons on the fith. The completed Budget will

come before the House in formal session on the

19th of November.

*_

Meanwhile the King has had the Prime Minis

ter in consultation, supposedly, according to the

dispatches, for the purpose of bringing about an

understanding between the Commons and the

Lords to prevent a Constitutional crisis. Of this

consultation a New York World dispatch of the

9th from London says:

It is stated in cabinet circles that the King asked

Premier Asquith to undertake, in the event of the

Lords passing the. Budget, that he would, in return,

promise to dissolve Parliament in January. Asquith

recently, in a public speech, declared that the Liberal

party would never allow the Lords' claim to force

a dissolution when it suited them, so he had to

give an absolute refusal to the King's suggestion.

In addition to that, all the Asquithian section of

the cabinet are against a general election unless it

is forced on them by a rejection of the Budget, be

cause a Liberal victory at the polls would place

Lloyd George and Winston Churchill in a dictatorial

position in the cabinet.

An early indication of popular opinion, though

very limited, may be expressed in consequence of

the death of a Liberal member of Parliament, the

member from the Bermondsey division of Lon

don. Of the by-election to fill the vacancy, the

following appears in the World dispatch quoted

from above:

Bermondsey is a constituency which has been par

ticularly sensitive to fluctuations of public opinion,

going from the losing to the winning side with

pendulum-like regularity. If in a straight fight be

tween the Liberal and the Tory parties the latter

wins, then beyond a doubt the Budget will be re

jected by the Lords; if the Liberal party wins, the

Budget will be passed. But the fight in Bermondsey

is complicated by the appearance of a Socialist candi

date, who must take votes from the Liberals and

almost certainly lead to a Tory victory.

The same situation is discussed by T. P. O'Con

nor in his cable letter to the Chicago Tribune of

the 10th; in which he explains that—

London generally is regarded as hostile to the

Budget and the Government, and the chances of the

In a speech at the National Liberal Club in

London on the 8th, Winston Churchill, one of the

cabinet, declared that the Government would

make no overtures to the House of Lords, and ac

cept no compromise, and that no amendment to

the finance bill by the upper house would be en

tertained. The House of Lords, Mr. Churchill

added, had no right to interfere in any way with

the financial business of the Government, directly

or indirectly, and the Liberals, having a united

party and a resolute Prime Minister, were ready

for the conflict if it were forced upon them. Lord

Loreburn, Lord High Chancellor, who followed

Mr. Churchill, said he refused to believe that the

House of Lords would take a step which would

lead to a most grave conflict and at the same time

place the finances of the country in a state of dis

order so far reaching and serious that few persons

who had not studied the subject really appreciated

the evil. Another great speech was made by

Lloyd George on the 9th. It was delivered at the

Palace Theater in Newcastle, before an audience

of 4,000. He called it a "plain talk" on the Bud

get, and this plain talk is reported as follows by

cable :

"We are going to send that bill up to the House

of Lords and get all the taxes or none," said the

Chancellor. He did not know what would be the

final action to be taken by "poor Lord Lansdowne with

his creaking old ship and mutinous crew," but if the

Lords tore up the Constitution by interfering with

the money bill they would force a revolution. "The

Lords may decree a revolution," he said, "but the

people will direct it if it is begun, and issues will

be raised that are now little dreamed of, the answers

to which will be charged with peril for the order of

things which the Peers represent."

The London Times was reported on the 12th as

having given prominence to a statement that the

Government have been considering whether in the

event of the Lords refusing to pass the Budget

it should introduce a short bill providing for a

referendum in this particular case.

* *

The American Mission to China.

As Charles R. Crane, the American minister to

China (pp. 699, 731), was about to sail from San

Francisco last week, he was recalled by the State

Department at Washington. The reason for his

recall is still a mystery. Speculative explana



994
Twelfth Volume.

The Public

tions have varied all the way from the guess that

he was to be scolded for having exhibited greater

concern for the Chinese than for American busi

ness interests in China, up to the guess that the

recently signed treaty between China and Ja

pan regarding Manchuria (p. 876) has necessi

tated more explicit oral instructions, or even his

complete recall as minister. Secretary Knox was

reported on the 12th to have asked for Mr. Crane's

resignation. He gave out a statement that Mr.

Crane was responsible for canards in Japanese and

American papers, to the effect that the United

States is preparing to protest against the Chinese-

Japanese agreement. Upon being shown this

statement, Mr. Crane said it was too serious for

off-hand discussion, but promised a newspaper in

terview on the subject.

* *

President Taft's Journey.

In San Francisco and thereabouts on the 5th,

President Taft (p. 969) made several speeches,

but none of political importance or significance;

and on the 6th he turned into the Yosemite, mak

ing occasional speeches on the way. He entered

Yosemite Park on the 7th. Leaving on the morn

ing of the 10th he arrived in Los Angeles on the

11th, and spent the 12th there and in Pasadena.

+ +

Municipal Politics in New York.

A new factor in the municipal campaign in

New York (pp. 961, 967) is the candidacy of

William Randolph Hearst. In a World interview

on the 5th, Mr. Hearst had said of the two party

candidates:

I think that Mr. Bannard is an amiable gentleman

personally, but I think he is better fitted by nature

and experience to get campaign contributions from

the trusts than ballots from the people ... I be

lieve that Judge Gaynor is a good man and would

make a good Mayor, but I am sincerely sorry that

Tammany is to be allowed to use his good name as

a cloak for another raid upon this pillaged city . . .

With all, I am for Judge Gaynor, but not for Tam

many. I think the independents should do their best

to elect Judge Gaynor and defeat Tammany Hall.

To the question, "Will Mr. Hearst run for Mayor

himself ?" he replied :

I have said that I am not a candidate, and I can

not consent to become a candidate. I am deeply

distressed not to be able to comply with every re

quest of the good friends who have stood with me

in so many hard fought battles, but I must act on

my own convictions and I am convinced that it would

not be best for all of us, that it would not be best for

our principles for me to be continually a candidate

for office.

The following night, the 6th, at a crowded mass

meeting in Cooper Union, Sylvester L. Malone

moved the nomination of Mr. Hearst, and his mo

tion was enthusiastically adopted. One of the

speakers at this meeting was William M. Ivins,

the Republican candidate of four years ago, who

said that he had watched Mr. Hearst for four

years and had become satisfied that "there is not

in the city of New York, with its four and a half

million people, a more genuine, a more sincere, a

more sober, a more generous gentleman and pub

lic spirited citizen."' When waited upon by the

committee from this meeting and asked to be

come its candidate, Mr. Hearst responded with a

speech, in the course of which he said:

I must say that to my mind the main and only ob

jection to Judge Gaynor is that he is allied in this

campaign with tne most atrocious array of dirty and

damaged political rags and remnants ever exposed

for public sale on the bargain counter of Tammany

Hall. It is your duty to do your best to defeat that

ticket. It is my duty and your duty and the duty

of every honest citizen of New York to prevent the

infliction of that calamity upon New York City.

On the 8th he agreed to be an independent can

didate. As reported by the Chicago Examiner

(Hearst) of the 8th, his letter embodied this state

ment:

Nominate me, if you desire, with the greater part

of that fusion ticket behind me and I will run. The

candidates nominated on the fusion ticket are worthy

of support. The ticket is already in the field. If we

nominate another ticket both tickets may be defeated.

If we nominate the fusion ticket Tammany will be

defeated. And if Tammany Is defeated the citizens

win, no matter whether Mr. Gaynor Is elected or

Mr. Bannard is elected, or I am elected. If I am

elected I shall go into office with an honest, progress

ive administration surrounding me, ready to assist in

carrying out a beneficial programme. If Mr. Ban

nard is elected he will be surrounded by an admin

istration which will compel him to take some pro

gressive action. And if Judge Gaynor Is elected you

can do him no greater service than forcibly to deprive

him of the disreputables of Tammany Hall, whom he

has chosen for his associates, and to substitute an

honest and intelligent body of men ready to aid him

in carrying out his progressive ideas—if he still has

any . . . Before Judge Gaynor's letter of acceptance

I had hoped that he would represent that element

of the citizenship. But his letter made clear to all

of us that to secure the Tammany nomination he

had sacrificed not only his liberty of action but his

freedom of thought.

*

Mr. Hearst was nominated on the 11th at a

mass meeting at Carnegie Hall, called to order

by William M. Ivins (Republican candidate for

Mayor four years ago) and presided over by

Charles Sprague Smith. Mr. Hearst made his

formal speech of acceptance on this occasion. Mr.

Ivins made charges of corruption in connection

with race-track gambling against Judge Gaynor

as a judge, which Gaynor denies.

Two days before this meeting. Judge Gaynor

gave out a statement charging Mr. Hearst with



October 15, 1909. 995
The Public

having pledged himself to support Judge Gay-

nor's candidacy no matter what ticket he ran on.

He supported his statement with a letter from

.Rudolph Block, one of Mr. Hearst's editorial wri

ters. Jn response to a request from Judge Gay-

nor for the facts, Mr. Block had replied in a letter

of the 9th:

I cannot tell you how distressed I am over the

course that matters have taken. I regret exceed

ingly to be drawn into the affair, but inasmuch as I

was instrumental in bringing about your meeting

with Mr. Hearst, and urged you so often on his be

half to run for Mayor, I feel that, since you ask for

it and put the matter up to me, you have a right to

my testimony. Shortly before Mr. Hearst left for

Europe last Summer he asked me to bring you to

his house. I think this was the second or third

time you had ever seen him. He asked you if you

would not run for Mayor in the Fall. You asked him

why he did not run himself, and said that if he de

sired to run or would run you would not get in his

way. He answered that, under no circumstances,

would he run, and urged you to run. You asked on

what ticket. He responded: "I don't care what

ticket you run on. I'll support you on any ticket."

I suggested then that perhaps Tammany might nom

inate you. He answered: "It makes no difference

what party nominates him, I will support him."

And he added: "I am not opposed to Tammany, but

to Tammany methods, and when it does right it is

entitled to credit." You thanked Mr. Hearst and said

that you might go to Europe in August, and that you

would think the matter over. He expressed a wish

that you would see him in Europe and asked that

you let him know your decision after you got back.

He said that if you wanted any article favoring or

leading to your candidacy to be published in The

American during his absence I was to see that it

went in.

Judge Gaynor adds:

I saw Mr. Hearst in September according to

promise. I said to him that a large number of or

ganizations had already declared for me for Mayor,

and that I might conclude to run. He said that he

had in no way changed his mind, and that he would

support me, whatever ticket I ran on, or whoever

nominated me.

Mr. Hearst has replied as follows to these state

ments:

If Judge Gaynor has stated that I promised to sup

port him under any and all circumstances, and upon

any and all tickets, he states what is positively un

true. I will try to assume that he is honestly mis

taken, but It Is difficult for me to do so, as the prop

osition is so unreasonable and impossible that it

bears its refutation on its face.

Judge Gaynor accepted his nominations on the

7th in what is described by the dispatches as an

unsensational speech in which he said he resigns

his place on the bench only to dedicate the next

four years of his life to the service of the people

of New York. In a speech on the 11th in Brook

lyn he called upon the public to judge him by

his past. "If a man always has been known,"

he said, "as an opponent of corrupt government,

you can judge that when he gets to be three score

or so years old he is not going to take his orders

from any unworthy leaders." Judge Gaynor

thereupon challenged Mr. Hearst to meet him in

joint debate, saying: "I want fair play above

all in this contest. The open enemy I honor, but

I despise the enemy that sits back, as an editor or

otherwise, pretending to be your friend, when he

is only smiling while he buries his dagger in your

ribs. So I say, Let us have it out in the open, Mr.

Hearst."

Free Speech in Philadelphia.

Emma Goldman's application, supported by the

Free Speech Committee (pp. 963, 967), for an

injunction against police interference with her

lectures, has come to a hearing before Judges Will-

son and Audenreid in Philadelphia. She herself

was cross-examined at the hearing, and aftar her

testimony was allowed to make a speech supple

mentary to the lawyer's speech for The Free Speech

Committee. The police having opposed her in

junction on the ground that her lectures had lead

to disturbances and that she was a convicted an

archist, she addressed herself to those points. Her

speech was not published in the reports of the

hearing, but their extracts from it indicate that

it wras substantially the same as a letter of her's

in the Phialedphia Public Ledger, which covered

the points in question as follows:

As to what my record may or may not be has

nothing to do with the present struggle. But for

the benefit of your readers I wish to say this: I

have been in the lecture field for 18 years; have

spoken in innumerable cities, including Philadelphia,

and have never had a single disturbance. The only

disturbers were the police, when they attempted to

stop meetings and suppress free speech. I may also

state that in all these years I have been held for

trial but once—1893—and not because of any riot,

but for quoting Cardinal Manning, to wit, "Neces

sity knows no law." My lectures have been pub

lished in my magazine, Mother Earth, the latter be

ing entered in the United States second class mail.

Yet it remained for the police of Philadelphia to

suppress me even before I was heard. Does it

not seem as if this city has come to a very lamentable

state of affairs if the right of free speech is made to

depend on the grace and whim of the police depart

ment? A convicted anarchist? Were the au

thorities to know but the history of their

own country they would know that some of

the greatest anarchists have raised their voice

for human Justice and liberty right here in America.

David Thoreau, the author of "Walden," was an

anarchist, for it was he who In his famous tract,

"Evil Disobedience," proclaimed the human truth, to

wit; "I am at all times called upon to do only what
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I think is right and not what the state thinks is

right." Thoreau went to prison for refusing to pay

taxes. Ralph Waldo Emerson was an anarchist, and

with his essay on "Self-reliance," has contributed

to the wealth of anarchistic literature. John Brown,

Wendell Phillips, Lloyd Garrison and scores of others

were anarchists, inasmuch as they opposed the abuse

of power. Yes, they were dreamers of a state of so

ciety wherein each man shall have the greatest scope

and opportunity for self-development; a society

wherein the individual shall learn to appreciate his

relation to his fellows and the value of mutual as

sistance and voluntary co-operation. A dangerous

theory? Yes, but dangerous to those who would

fetter the human mind and gag the human voice;

dangerous to those who always have opposed every

truth for social progress and individual well-being.

As to myself, I came here not to enter into a list

fight with the police. I came here to get forth my

ideas, and I absolutely deny the rignt of any official

to stop me from speaking. True, the police represent

an iron wall of physical power and ignorance worn

with age, but then I represent a truth and a never-

to-be-destroyed longing for liberty. The club may be

a mighty weapon, but it sinks into insignificance be

fore human reason and human integrity. Therefore,

I shall speak in Philadelphia.

Also in the Ledger there appeared, over the signa

ture of Weda C. Addicks, a letter from one of

the dispersed attendants at the Goldman meeting

which is valuable for the point of view :

I went to the hall the night Miss Goldman was to

have lectured, and was shocked at the sight that met

my eyes at the entrance, and inside of the place of

meeting. Everywhere I looked were policemen. I

am not an Anarchist; I went to hear and learn what

Miss Goldman calls anarchism. If any one can

claim to be an American, I can. My ancestors were

among the very first settlers of Old Plymouth

Colony; I am a direct descendant of John Alden;

my people have fought in all the wars waged by our

country for freedom. So you cannot accuse me of

being one of "the foreigners" some Americans are

so fond of despising. A policeman has meant no

more to me in the past than a lamp-post. In the hall

I found myself surrounded by them ; their clubs were

not more terrible than their faces of flint and steel. It

was the first time in my life I was conscious of

tyranny. It was the first time in my life as an

American woman I felt outraged, instead of pro

tected, by the government of my country.

Another point raised by the authorities for op

posing Miss Goldman's application for an in

junction against the police is that she is not a

citizen of the United States and that only citizens

have the Constitutional guarantee of free speech.

No decision of the court is yet reported.

* *

Commission Government Movement in Illinois.

A permanent organization for commission gov

ernment in the cities of Illinois was organized at

Peoria on the 29th at a municipal conference

which unanimously adopted resolutions stating

that "experience has demonstrated the practi

cability, economy and business-like method in pub-

lie affairs under the commission plan of govern

ment, which plan more directly fixes responsibility

on those in charge of municipal affairs, and

through the initiative, referendum and recall pro

vision thereof brings the administration closer to

the people." The organization demands that form

of municipal government for Illinois. The mayor?

or other authorized representatives of the follow

ing cities attached their names to the resolutions:

Peoria, Springfield, Quincy, Galesburg, Rockford,

Ottawa, Rock Island, Freeport, Moline, Champaign,

Decatur, Monmouth, Joliet, Streator, Jacksonville,

Cairo, Carbondale, East St. Louis, Dixon, Danville.

Mayor Johnson's Campaign.

For the fifth time Tom L. Johnson is a candi

date for Mayor of Cleveland (p. 898) after hav

ing served four consecutive terms. The active

campaign is to open in the big tent on the 14th,

with Newton D. Baker, Peter Witt, and Mayor

Johnson himself as principal speakers. The traction

issue being now out of the way, the taxation issue.

overshadowed by the other for several years, now

comes to the front. As stated by The Townsman,

the Cleveland municipal weekly (p. 958), the real

issue is—

the issue of the unjust Imposition and distribution

of taxes. The laborer's cottage paying more than its

share, and the boulevard mansion paying less than

its share. The little grocery store paying all that it

can stand and the house of big business and the pub

lic service corporations paying little or none. All the

other evils of our political system fade into insigni

ficance when compared with the evil of unjust taxa

tion.

+ +

Cleveland Traction Settlement.

The traction question in Cleveland (p. 966) is

locally regarded as settled. On the 4th the com

pany acknowledged receipt of Judge Tayler's state

ment (p. 967), and notified the Mayor and the

Council that they would "gladly meet the Judge's

conditions and proceed immediately upon the lines

indicated by him ;" and on the same day the Mayor

and the Council accepted Judge Tayler's condi

tions without reservation. Judge Tayler formally

agreed on the 6th to act as arbitrator on valuation

of the Company's property, and maximum fare to

be allowed in the proposed ordinance, and to serve

on the committee to draft provisions for the ordi

nance to secure the city's rights and for taking

over and licensing a new company after eight years.

This does not actually settle the question; but

it does settle the mode of settlement, and the end

of the controversy is locally regarded as at hand,

with a complete victory for Mayor Johnson's long

agitation for security to investors with reasonable

profit, and full control for the city pending legis
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lation allowing municipal ownership. Stock of

the company sold on the 5th at 78, and before the

close of the day 82 was offered and 85 asked.

There were sales on the 6th at 83.

The "Warrensville Idea" at Work.

Cleveland's new workhouse, in the Warrensville

group, where the "dungeons" are in a high, sunny

tower (p. .880), was ready for occupancy last

week and transference of prisoners from the

Woodland avenue workhouse was effected. The

prisoners will be taken off the work of making

brushes and commercial articles, and set to work

ing on the soil. Sentences will be worked out

quicker at Warrensville than at Woodland avenue

—fifty cents for a day's labor being allowed at the

farm, as against twenty-five cents for the old

manufacturing. The Cleveland Press relates that:

The Farm itself is in charge of a scientific farmer:

a graduate of the Ohio State Agricultural college,

and a few hired employes. Most of the farm work

is done by the younger infirmary inmates, the phys

ically strong among the insane patients, and work

house prisoners. Old fire and police horses are, by

ordinance, turned over to the Farm. There are 53

cows and calves on the place, and the pigsty is

growing at such a rate that the authorities expect

to be able to slaughter a hog each day during the

winter coming. The Farm authorities expect a crop

of 2,500 bushels of potatoes from one field alone, to

be harvested this week. Orchards are being planted

and fields fallowed for next year's sowing. The

tuberculosis leantos, near the infirmary buildings,

already have sent, home victims cured of the white

plague. Just the work of farming has worked won

ders toward clearing the minds of the pauper in

sane. And many a poor derelict gathered in by the

police has begged to stay at the Farm at the expira

tion of his sentence.

NEWS NOTES

—The "New Idea" Republicans of New Jersey,

were defeated in the Republican primaries.

—Abbott Lawrence Lowell, president of Harvard

University, (p. 515) was inaugurated on the 6th.

—A land and irrigating exposition is to be held at

the Coliseum in Chicago from November 20th to

December 4th.

—Miss Anna Eckstein, of Boston represented

the United States in the International Peace Con

gress which opened on the 8th at Brussels.

—Four persons were killed and forty or more in

jured at Parnell, 111., in the evening of the 5th, when

two Illinois Central trains met in a head-on collision.

—Halley's comet (p. 902), according to the calcula

tions of the American astronomers, will reach its

nearest approach to the earth on the 18th or 19th

of next May.

—At the convention of the Amalgamated Associa

tion of Street and Electric Railway Employes of

America at Toronto on the 11th, W. D. Mahon was

re-elected as president.

—District Attorney Jerome, of New York, has

abandoned his candidacy for re-election (p. 828). The

announcement of his having filed a declination was

made on the ninth, at his headquarters.

—Cuba and Florida were struck by a hurricane in

the morning of the 11th. By night Key West was a

mass of wreckage, with damage to property estimat

ed at two millions. Martial law was proclaimed to

protect damaged property. ' ,

—Robert Aitchison, a prominent business man of

South Chicago and an old time single taxer, died on

the 7th, at the age of 77. Owing to his frank recog- •

nition of the merits of labor questions, labor troubles

in his business plant were unknown.

—H. H. Hardinge, whose signed editorials in The

Public (vol. x, p. 125, etc.; vol. xi p. 152; vol. xii,

p. 821), have been widely copied, is to make a lec

ture trip in the East under the auspices of the Henry

George lecture Association (F. H. Monroe, Palos

Park, 111.), giving preference to labor union appoint

ments.

—Roy Keator, publisher of the Middle West, a

weekly newspaper, has been sentenced to serve six

months in the bridewell by Judge Landis in the

United States District Court at Chicago. Keator was

indicted several months ago on a charge of making

false circulation statements to obtain second-class

mail rates.

—The anniversary of the "assimilation" of Bosnia

and Herzegovina by Austria last year (vol. xi, pp. 660.

686, 878; vol. xii, pp. 82, 324, 349) was observed in

Servia, on the 7th, as a day of mourning:. The shops

in Belgrade were closed and the public buildings

were draped in black. Students paraded shouting,

"Down with Austria!"

—One of the celebrations of Henry George's

seventieth birthday (p. 926), belated for local rea

sons, was held in the Mercantile Club on the 6th

at St. Louis. William Marion Reedy, of the St.

Louis Mirror, was toastmaster. The other speakers

were Dr. W. Preston Hill, State Senator Charles F

Krone, Percy Werner and Richard Dalton.

—Ancient dwellings built on piles, similar to those

which have been discovered in some of the Swiss

lakes, have been unearthed in a swamp east of Lake

Vetter in Sweden, 120 miles northwest of Stockholm.

The excavations disclosed petrified apples, wheat

kernels and nuts, pottery flint and horn implements,

amber ornaments and wild boar teeth, all in good

state of preservation.

—The Democratic convention of Rhode Island, in

session at Providence on the 7th, nominated Olney

Arnold for Governor. It declared in its platform that

the Aldrich tariff bill is "the most outrageously un

fair tariff ever enacted by an American Congress,"

demanded the election of the United States Senators

by popular vote, and declared in favor of the Federal

income tax amendment.

—New official figures show that there are in the

United States more than 300,000 Indians. These

figures involve an increase of about 40,000 during

the last two decades, which is attributed to the gov

ernment's constant effort to uplift the Indian to the
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level of contemporary civilization. More than 30,000

Indian boys and girls are annually receiving educa

tion under supervision of the government.

—The Disciples of Christ from all parts of the

United States and from beyond seas are celebrating

this week in Pittsburg the centennial of the begin

ning of their organization, under the leadership of

Alexander Campbell, in a log house near Pittsburg,

October 16, 1809. Pittsburg is crowded to overflow

ing. The opening sessions of the centennial conven

tion were held simultaneously in three buildings on

the 11th.

—The chairman at the William Lloyd Garrison

Memorial meeting at Park Street Church, Boston,

on the 16th at 2:30 p. m. (p. 973), will be the Rev.

Charles F. Dole, of Boston. Addresses will be made

by W. E. B. Du Bois, of Atlanta (Ga.) University,

Rev. Anna H. Shaw, president of the National Suf

frage Association, Rev. Charles G. Ames, of Boston,

Frank Stephens, of Philadelphia, Louis F. Post, of

Chicago, and the Chairman.

—China is reported to be building up a vast mili

tary system on the same lines as the system of

Japan which was borrowed from Germany. China

takes it with its Japanese improvements. The army

already contains 150,000 trained soldiers, and Frank

G. Carpenter, writing from China to the Chicago

Tribune, says that if the Chinese system advances

as did that of Japan, in twenty-five years China will

have an army of 5,000,000 on a peace footing, and

10,000,000 on a war footing.

—The monthly statement of the United States

Treasury Department (p. 877) for September, 1909,

shows the following thus far for the fiscal year end

ing June 30, 1910:

Gold Reserve Fund $150,000,000.00

Available cash 94,206.113.58

Total $2 14.206.113.58

On hand at close of last fiscal year, June 30,

1909 274,453,841. 2r,

Decrease $ 30,247,727.67

—It was announced from Washington on the 7th

that thirty-one States have spoken through their

legislatures in favor of an amendment to the Federal

Constitution providing for the election of Senators

by direct vote. Thirty-one States make the number

requisite under Article 5 of the Constitution for the

calling of a convention by Congress to propose

amendments. Technically only twenty-six States

have applied to Congress for the calling of a conven

tion, but five others, according to the official records,

have adopted resolutions urging submission of an

amendment by Congress.

—Napthali Herz Imber, "poet of hope" to the Jews

of New York's East Side, beloved like his fellow-

poet, Abraham Goldfadden (vol. x, p. 997), was

buried on the 10th with ceremonies which called

out great throngs. Thousands, including men of the

foremost rank in the Hebrew religion and literature,

came to pay their last tribute to the penniless, wan

dering singer, who had done so much to revive in

their hearts the hope of a brighter future and of a

restored national life. In the services Rabbi J. L.

Magnus said: "Greater Jewish poets than Imber

have lived, but they have not had the joy and dis

tinction of being sung by all the people, of being

immortalized by all the people and of expressing in

their songs the joys and hopes of the people."

—The monthly Treasury report of receipts and dis

bursements of the Federal government (p. 759) for

September, shows the following for the fiscal year

ending June 30, 1910:

I.—Ordinary:

Receipts—

Customs tariff $ 85.887,449.16

Internal revenue 64,158,187.48

Miscellaneous 10,960,880.41

———- $101,006,517.05

Disbursements—

Civil and miscellaneous $ 44,540,420.31

War 49,744,244.48

Navy 32,303,074.82

Indians 4,563.563.61

Pensions 42,805.068.10

Postal deficiency 7,501,659.23

Interest on public debt 5.298,401.19

$186,756,431.80

Less repayment of unex

pended balances 4.615.802.92

182,140.<;2S.SS

Excess of ordinary disbursements over

ordinary receipts $ 21, 134, 111. S3

II.—Panama Canal—

Excess of Panama Canal disbursements

over receipts $ 8,262,807.19

III.— Public Debt-

Excess of public debt disbursements over

receipts $ 2,772.395.50

Excess of all disbursements over all re

ceipts $ 32,169.314.52

—The Trades Boards Act, commonly known as the

Anti-Sweating charter, which has been recently en

acted by the British Parliament and became law in

September, provides for the establishment of Boards

with power to fix and enforce, under legal penalties,

a minimum wage in certain selected trades notori

ous for bad sweated conditions. Four trades have

been chosen for the experiment: wholesale tailoring,

card-board box making, lace finishing and chain-

making. According to Miss Mary Macarthur, sec

retary of the British Women's Trade Union League,

each board will consist of equal numbers of em

ployers and employed, with an impartial chairman

and two Board of Trade officials. They will go into

the conditions of their industries, and will fix mini

mum piece rates and minimum time rates. Six

months after, any manufacturer who pays less to any

worker than the minimum rate, will be liable to a

heavy fine, and in default of a fine to imprisonment.

* * +

Who took the Pole?

"I," said Cook,

"As you'll see in my book,

I took the Pole!"

Who got there first?

"I," said Peary,

In answer to the query,

"I got there first."

"We're from Missouri,"

The people say

In their little way,

"We're from Missouri."

-; —Judge.
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PRESS OPINIONS

The Republican Awakening.

Milwaukee Journal (Rep.;, Oct. 7.—The Central

West is not the only section of the country that

is in revolt against Taft and his adoption of Aldrich-

ism and Cannonlsm. Massachusetts, staid old Mas

sachusetts, which Crane and Lodge misrepresent in

the United States Senate, is flying the banner of

party rebellion. Recent developments show that

party lines are so loose in the leading State of

New England that they may never be drawn tightly

again under present political conditions.

A Luminous Contrast.

The (Johnstown, Pa.) Daily Democrat (dem.-Dem.),

Oct. 8.—There is much more sense in the West

Virginia proposal to tax coal lands than In the one

to tax the exports of natural gas. The tax on coal

lands, if levied according to the market value there

of, will stimulate the production of coal while dis

couraging the monopoly of such natural opportun

ities. But the natural gas tax would have no similar

effect. It would be a tax on the use of the com

modity; it would fall upon the consumer; and its ef

fect would tend to limit the consumption of the

product.

* +

The Deposit Guarantee Law.

The Oklahoman (lnd. Dem.), October 6.—While the

public interest in the Columbia bank suspension

waned after the first day when the depositors found

that they could get their money, and died altogether

on Thursday when depositors ceased to apply, dis

cussion has continued unabated among the bankers

and business men. The general feeling is one of

surprise that conditions in financial circles did not

show at least some signs of uneasiness and disturb

ance. As a rule, the suspension of so large a bank

would mean a run on country banks which deposited

with it, and consequent embarrassment on their part.

There was none of this, everyone appearing to wait

to see first what would be done with the Columbia

depositors.

+ *

Mrs. Young and the Taft Dinner.

The (Boston) Woman's Journal, Sept. 25.—Mrs.

Ella Flagg Young has given a fresh proof of her

tact and good sense in declining the invita

tion to attend the banquet offered by the

Chicago Commercial Club to President Taft,

at which she would have been the only woman.

Her presence would have caused discomfort to a

great many men who wanted to smoke, and her at

tendance would have brought no benefit whatever

to the schools. If it would, Mrs. Young would not

have hesitated to faee a phalanx of lions, to say

nothing of smokers. Her refusal has been absurdly

spoken of as a blow to the suffragists. Mrs. Young

is a suffragist. If she had been the ambitious and

notoriety-loving sort of person that suffragists are

falsely represented to be, she would have jumped

at the chance to be the only woman at a great mas

culine banquet. But if she had been a woman of

that kind she would never have been unanimously

chosen as the head of the Chicago schools.

Revolution in England.

The (London) Nation (radical Lib.), Sept. 25.—The

Prime Minister said the right word in the right way

in his powerful speech at Bingley Hall, that if the

Lords touch the Budget they touch Revolution, for

"in matters of finance the Lords are impotent and

the Commons are supreme." Does any one dispute

this? Does any one assert that the Lords have a

"right"—i.e., a Constitutional right as against a form

al, non-effective privilege of saying "Aye" to a finance

bill—to the rejection of the Budget? The moment

that "right" is exercised, the facts will show where

the true "right" lies. The political England that

would be left after that doctrine had been success

fully asserted would be unrecognizable. Unappeas

able war will be opened up; and if we were not as

sure of winning it, and of beating down the usurper,

as are the Tory leaders of the coming crash to

their fortunes which the wrecking policy involves,

we should say that the reign of King Edward was

destined to be one of the stormiest in our history.

RELATED THINGS

CONTRIBUTIONS AND REPRINT

FRAGMENTS.

For The Public.

One moves among them sharing with his kind—

One walks apart from our humanity;

One hath the common vices—but can see;

One hath his morbid virtues—but is blind!

Two things I contemplate with awe,

Seen from the far primeval time:

The still voice of the Moral Law,

The race upon its Upward Climb!

I drew a shadow from the deep.

In soul of man it lay asleep;

I drew a flower from the skies,

I saw it in the children's eyes.

Nothing of good or evil ran

But blossomed in the heart of Man.

JOSEPH DANA MILLER.

* * *

"THE FAITH THAT IS IN ME."

From Response by Percy Werner, at the Celebration

of Henry George's Birthday by the Single

Taxers of Missouri, in St. Louis,

Oct. 6, 1909.

More and more clearly, tho' still as thro' a cloud,

I see society evolving before me into a living,

breathing entity, with "body, parts and passions"

snch as have we, individual members of it; with
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its physical, mental and moral life as real as, be

cause derived from, our own ; that society is not

a mere aggregation of individuals, but is develop

ing into organic unity. For ages this social entity

has been growing into more and more complex

organic form, developing new organs as new uses

have required to be functionated; and we indi

viduals from age to age. from generation to gen

eration, have been falling into our proper places

in, and relations to, this social entity, as uncon

scious of the process which has been going on as

we are of the silent workings which accomplish

our individual growth.

Through the ages one increasing purpose runs,

And the thoughts of men are widened with the proc

ess of the suns.

What this purpose, is finally becoming apparent

to the race mind. Psychologists discern it, so

ciologists teach it, moralists preach it, legislatures

and courts are conforming to it, on all sides we

see it. Many -of our old fundamental conceptions

will have to be abandoned for new ones consonant

with it. In the grand scheme of creation not in

dividual man stands at the summit, but organized,

articulated, living humanity wrought after the

same divine image. I, as one of the lords of crea

tion, stand ready to abdicate in favor of, and to

render homage and fealty to, this ever coming

Social Man: organized humanity. In thus losing

my life I hope to find it.

And I find on examination that this Social Man

comes not poverty stricken—a begger, but rich

beyond dreams—a king. That great if unrecog

nized American philosopher, Henry James, Sr.,

confesses (with shame he says) in one of his won

derfully inspiring essays, that he always experi

enced a deeper nutter of pleasure at receiving an

invitation to dine at a rich man's table than was

somehow or other felt when he received an invita

tion to dine with one undistinguished by property,

however greater the private excellencies of the

poor host. Mayhap we all have experienced this.;

and mayhap when we learn that this Social- Man

is rich and powerful, in the social values he cre

ates, and the social opportunities he opens up,

we will experience a joyful sense of elation on

recognizing him, and in accepting his invitation to

take our proper places with him. One great

source of his wealth is land values, now appropri

ated by individuals. Another great source is op

portunities for social service now given to in

dividuals as franchises, to be fabulously capitalized

and tossed on our stock markets as meat for specu

lation and greed. Mayhap when we recognize that

this coming Sooial Man is rich and powerful, and

that we are part and parcel of him, bone of his

bone and flesh of his flesh, we will be willing to

fight to secure for him his own; and will learn

•to delight in the life and vigor and happiness

which will come to each of us through our vital

connection with him ; and that, best of all, we

will find ourselves in our true relation to each

other.

I abate not one jot my faith in the cultural

value of the struggle in which the individualist

glories—what we are must ever be more impor

tant than what we have. I admire the broad hu

manity of the scientific evolutionary socialist, and

recognize the necessity of economic freedom for

human growth and development. But as the

centrifugal and centripetal forces play together in

keeping the universe in barmony and order, as

heredity and environment are the two great simi

lar forces in race culture, as conservative and

radical will ever be opposed in politics, so I say

to individualist and socialist: Stand by, hands

off; let Social Man but come into his own, and

we shall see what mighty wonders God shall work

—what a place He is preparing for Himself.

DEMOCRACY IN ENGLAND.

From the Inaugural Address of Ex-Judge Edward Os

good Brown, as President of the Chicago Literary

Club. Delivered October 4, 1909.

It happened this summer that instead of

following my usual course of life for several years

during the heated season—application to my usual

work in a quieter and cooler environment—I

sought rest and distraction in a trip across the

water to England, Ireland, Holland and France.

There has been a time even during my life when

the experiences of such a journey might in them

selves have been made interesting to an audience

like this, when excursions to Scheveningen and the

Islands of the Zuyder Zee were not the frequent

amusements of Americans, when Trouville and

Rosstrevor were not as familiar to them as Long

Branch and Atlantic City, when they might have

teen amused even by the description of my per

plexed attempts to understand the language which

they commonly speak in the streets of London;

but I am under no illusion that that day still

exists. I should account myself nothing but a

bore were I to venture on speaking to you of any

of the usual, superficial aspects of life, thought or

manners in Europe, and especially in England.

You arc all familiar with them.

But there is now going on in England a most

interesting and portentous political and social

movement in the national life, and owing chiefly

to the kindness of a member of this club, I was,

through letters of introduction to many of the

minor actors in it, given rather unusual opportu

nities to appreciate and understand it. It is noth

ing less than the engulfment by a rapidly rising

tide of democracy of the feudal and mediaeval

characteristics of the English society and govern

ment, and of that movement I would say a few

words.
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The democratic spirit in England has been for

many years expressing itself diversely, the tide

showing its flux, irregularly and sometimes in

strange wise; but it has been, to my thinking,

gradually creeping nearer and nearer to the ulti

mate high water mark. At present you all know

the Parliamentary situation. The Government is

now calling in the House of Commons for the

passage of a revenue or financial bill—for the

"Financial Arrangements of the Year," the title

of the Act expresses it—the most important pro

visions of which are based on the theory openly

avowed, that so-called property in land is of an

essentially different character from all other prop

erty ; that an increment in its value accruing from

the enterprise of the community or of the land

owner's neighbors, is a proper subject for expro

priation to pay the expenses of government, with

out reference or correlation to the taxation of any

other property whatever; that, in other words, it

constitutes the primary fund on which the na

tional expenditures may justly be charged.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer whose office

puts him forward as the chief proponent and

champion of this legislation, is by a singular co

incidence, a Mr. George. I think without fur

ther elaboration you will recognize the allusion.

The impatience of many English disciples of the

great economic writer and philosopher who first

enunciated this theory in "Progress and Poverty"

thirty years ago, with the limitations of the bill,

cannot blind a single taxer from this side of the

water to the identity of the fundamental propo

sitions of the two Georges. Nor can the dis

claimers of some of the supporters of the bill do it.

It is not, however, that Lloyd George as Chan

cellor of the Exchequer is urging this doctrine, that

is supremely important. It is that the measure

is the unanimous proposition of what the bulk of a

great political party deems the strongest adminis

tration that England has known for generations;

and that it is advocated and antagonized on

grounds which bring into the contest in the

greatest legislative council of the world and in

every nook and corner of Great Britain, funda

mental theories of radical democracy, fundamental

economic theories concerning land tenures, and

fundamental ethical theories of the rights of prop

erty and of landlords.

I have been told since my return that very able

observers of foreign politics can see no such great

consequence in the proposed legislation as I have

indicated ; that local rates in England for mu

nicipal purposes have heretofore taxed real prop

erty, at least all that producing income; and that

the attempt to transfer a portion of this revenue

and that but a comparatively small portion to the

Imperial treasury for national purposes is a small

matter after all.

With due deference to the opinions of men

whom I admit to be well-informed and judicious,

I cannot think so; and I am strongly of the

opinion that they would think as I do, that there

is a much more significant meaning in the pro

posed legislation than this view would involve, if

they had been with me and talked as I did with all

classes and conditions of men interested, not to

say excited, as to the outcome.

I was at numerous meetings of radicals, at some

of moderate Liberals, and at a few of Conserva

tives. I talked on the subject with members of

many classes and adherents of many creeds, polit

ical, economic and religious. Indeed, one can

hold a conversation with very few people and on

very few matters in England today without so

talking on the Budgot, before it concludes. All

roads in conversation lead to that Rome. I was

under the gallery of the House of Commons dur

ing some of the debates. I talked there and in

clubs and drawing rooms, and in omnibuses and

tramways, with Tories and Liberals, with Irish

Nationalists and Irish Unionists, with Labor

members, with Whigs and with radicals. I was at

the dinner which the Eighty Club gave to the

Prime Minister in July, and on one of the plat

forms in the great demonstration in favor of the

Budget two days later, when literally hundreds of

thousands of intensely interested men marched in

procession and swarmed into Hyde Park to voice

their sense of the importance of the measure. 1

met the present champions of what they call Reve

nue Reform in Great Britain (which means the

re-establishment of protective duties), and also

their most determined antagonists. I was even a

little in touch with a by-election in Scotland.

But in all this I heard not one dissentient voice

on the proposition that the passage of the Finan

cial Bill now under discussion in Parliament

would be fraught with the most tremendous con

sequences to social conditions in Great Britain.

Nor did I see in the political press an article in

consistent with that view.

Of course, the predictions as to what those con

sequences would be, varied by the whole height of

the heavens. My eye falls as I am writing this,

in the middle of September, on the report in the

Chicago Tribune, of Lord Rosebery's speech in

Glasgow on September 10th, wherein he is said to

have declared that the proposed Budget "is a rev

olution which puts the future of Great Britain in

the melting pot ; that it proposes to treat all land

lords as pariahs ; that it is a dalliance by the Gov

ernment with socialism, which is the end of all

things."

Lord Rosebery is an ex-Premier of England who

has always been known as a free trader and a Lib

eral ; nevertheless this speech of his well illustrates

the feeling, which in a country where neither the

feudal system of class privilege nor the feudal

rights of landowners have ever been completely de

stroyed, and where the system of land tenure now

existing has been by its most highly placed and
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powerful citizens held to be the very ark of the

covenant,—has unified on the one hand the men

who under different party affiliations are true

Tories, clinging to the systems of the past and

inexorably opposed to revolutionary social move

ments, and on the other, the true radicals who

are offering "New Worlds for Old," to borrow

from Wells the title of his recent book.

- In one aspect the propositions of the Budget on

the land taxes are innocent enough in appearance.

But it is these land clauses which have united the

democrats of Great Britain under whatever name

they have hitherto been ranged, against the feudal

and aristocratic party in whatsoever ranks they

have been found. "This is confiscation and rob

bery," exclaim the landlords and the landed in

terest. "Property in land is as sacred, nay, more

sacred than property in aught else. You make

an invidious distinction against those who own

it; hut those who own it are the pride of our na

tion. They are your defenders and benefactors.

They give employment to the laborer and charity

to the unfortunate. Take care of them and they

will take care of you. But destroy . the great

houses of England and the ordered system of so

ciety they make possible, and you will degenerate

into a mere mob—a proletariat, worse than the

nation of shop-keepers, Napoleon declared you to

be. Besides, this is no revenue bill : you are pass

ing it as a measure of social revolution, not as a

fiscal expedient. You are legislating under false

pretenses."

"We have heard enough of that," truculently re

spond the radical leaders. "Property in land is

very different from property in the products of

labor applied to land. Your tenure of your land

and your right to keep other people off it, is but

a government granted privilege. Pay for it like

men ! You are taking the credit for old age pen

sions which we urged and you merely assented to ;

you are insisting on immense naval expenditures,

which we assent to without enthusiasm. But you

must not think that we are going to pay for these

things and let you off scot free. We are only tak

ing one-fifth of what we ore entitled to, and right

you are that we mean to take the other four-fifths

as soon as we can educate the people up to de

manding their rights. As for our framing this

bill for ulterior purposes, what are you about?

You are trying under the guise of a fiscal measure

to tax our food in order industrially to protect

your immediate dependents and rent producers,

so that you can squeeze more money out of them

for your own use !"

You can imagine to what intensity of class and

political feeling such arguments lead !

Having taken in former years some part in the

advocacy of Henry George's theories, I have heard

before much of that which is said today on this

Financial Bill which the Commons is about to

pass. That property in land is no fitter subject

for taxation than any other property; that, on

the contrary, it is primarily the only proper sub

ject of taxation;—that so to treat property in land

is confiscation, spoliation and robbery; that it is

far from this, and is the only way to destroy

slums, abolish poverty and open to the masses a

fuller life;—that the widow and the orphan who

have invested in savings banks and building so

cieties would be ruined by such differentiation be

tween the objects of taxation; that, on the con

trary, such differentiation is the only feasible

method of saving widows and orphans from the

grinding heel of oppression and the slow murder

of poverty;—that to place the burdens of govern

ment on land values alone is to perpetuate the

grossest injustice ; that it is rather the highest con

ception of economic and political justice ever

taught,—these diverse propositions were for many

years frequently brought to my attention.

But it was in debating societies and economic

conferences that they were urged,—on the one

side by acknowledged radicals, called by their

critics cranks, faddists and idealists ; on the other

by more or less obscure and insignificant oppo

nents, for the great men scorned to busy them

selves with such folly as they deemed the move

ment to be.

In my sanguine day dreams, even, I should

have hardly dared to entertain the thought that I

was to hear these arguments repeated in every

part of a great Kingdom ; still less that I should-

live to hear responsible ministers and ex-minis

ters looking forward again to office, in the most

important Parliament in the world, fiercely urging

and replying to these same arguments.

But so it has happened. The Chancellor of the

Exchequer declares that the Budget is a war-

budget—a budget for an implacable war against

poverty ; his colleagues, that it is not only a finan

cial system but also the unfolding of a policy of

social reorganization, that Tinder it if a man is

going to be a dog in the manger he will have to

pay for his manger. The Prime Minister himself

says that the land taxes will have as a social and

ecenomic consequence the breaking up of the con

gested slums in great cities, while unrebuked the

chief parliamentary supporters of the government

urge their adoption with the statement that they

aim at relocating burdens which today are borne

on the shoulders of the least able, and at amelio

rating for all the future the lot of the working

classes; that they seek to remedy a condition in

which 'landlordism appropriates to itself social

values for which it gives no return ; that the land

lord as landlord is of no economic value, and that

to take from him his site value Tents i: an act of

the purest justice—nay, even that not to take by

taxation all of his unearned increment is only

saved from being the composition of a felony by

the fact that to bring a principle most quickly and

effectively into practical politics, the first measure
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which presents it should be so moderate as to se

cure the largest support and excite the least re

sistance, and that the bill is only the forerunner

of a springtime which will thaw the frozen land

tenure of the feudal system in Great Britain.

And in response are rung all the changes of the

Conservative thesis—that the treasures of our civ

ilization are contained in fragile vessels, and that

this attempt at social revolution calls on all true

men to resist their probable destruction by the

pseudo-social philosophy of which the theory of

this bill is the entering wedge.

The more thoughtful and philosophical of the

conservatives elaborate in writing and in speech

the distinction between democracy and liberty, and

discourse on the fact which historians have some

times pointed out, that radical democracies have

sustained chattel slavery and fostered the bitterest

religious persecutions, and that in the early days

of America it was the aristocratic Colonies which

defended toleration against their democratic

neighbors.

If I have shown my own bias on this conse

quence-fraught discussion it is only because I

could not help it. I have not wished here to ex

press my sympathy or hopes, or to argue the ease

of radical democracy or tory conservatism, but to

bring before you my sincere conviction that with

such issues in the political field of today in Eng

land, that part of the world is "spinning down

the ringing grooves of change," or, to vary the

figure and the allusion, that the hosts of aristoc

racy in perhaps its finest development, and of

democracy in its most determined aspect, are

marching toward the field of Armageddon, where

will come the final contest.

Of this intermediate battle of the outposts, I

know not of course what the immediate result will

be. Prophecy is a poor trade. The Finance Bill

will pass the House of Commons not materially

altered. So much is certain. There are Liberals,

—and Tories also,—who believe that the members

of the House of Lords are gifted, as Mr. Augus

tine Birrell, the eminent litterateur-lawyer and

Cabinet minster, declares they are, with such a

fine instinct of self-preservation that they will

make wry faces and pass the bill—not of course

because they wish to, but because they will con

clude or fear that the people will conclude that

it is as much a part of the present British Consti

tution that the Lords should not reject or amend

a Eevenue Bill as that the King should not refuse

his assent to any bill whatever.

There are other Liberals, and Tories too, who

believe the one party with- regret and the other

with jubilant defiance, which reminds me of how

gaily the Southern States rushed to war in 1861,

and the French people in 1870,—that the Lords

will reject the bill, and provoke at once a contest

in which the very existence of their titles and

privileges, or at the least of their legislative func

tions, will be in issue. To the extreme radicals,

although by no means to all who call themselves

radicals, such a contest would be welcome.

For myself, always with the reservation I have

noted that prophecy is a bad trade, I am ready to

register my belief that the Lords will reject the

bill and the government go to the country. What

the immediate result would be in such case I do

not assume even to guess, but sooner or later, fig

uratively or literally, I do believe that the great

landlords of Great Britain will be obliged at the

point of the bayonet to submit to the expropria

tion of their swollen ground rents and lordly priv

ileges.

The political attack on the feudal privileges of

the landlords is not the only sign I saw in Eng

land this year of how far the waters of democracy

have risen since I was there a quarter of a cen

tury ago. Marked contrasts of experience and im

pression met me on every side.

The ostentatious flaunting of rank and riches

seemed much less, as though there' had come a

consciousness to the House of Have, that it is

needlessly provoking and irritating to the House

of Have-not. For example, at the same season

of the year, the bewigged coachmen and powdered

footmen of twenty-five years ago in Hyde Park

during the Ladies' Hour, had given place to men

in the quietest of liveries. Sobriety and self-re

specting, even if somewhat desperate and sad-

faced poverty, had taken the place of careless

squalor and filth in many a purlieu of London

which I curiously sought out.

When I was in London before I remember well

the astonishment which came over the faces of

men near me in the audience, and their muttered

expressions of disgust, when in a public meeting

a woman arose to address it. Now Bernard Shaw

hardly transcends the fact when he represents the

Prime Minister as disguising himself to avoid the

deputations of women clamorously insisting on

the political equality which one-half the people

seem disposed to allow them.

A laboring man in the House of Commons

would have been an anomaly a quarter of a cen

tury ago. The legislation for old age pensions

and in protection of Trade Unions and their re

sources, mark the consequence today of a reason

ably compact party of them among its considered

and courted factors.

And so in a score of ways other than in the con

test over the Budget, I noted the rising of the

democratic tide. To touch upon one other mani

festation of it—in the university city of Oxford

a quarter of a century ago, as in this year, I passed

delightful days and nights. Oxford at any and

all times speaks "with a thousand tongues to the

heart," and "weaves its mighty shadow over the

imagination" ! There is no place that "carries

age so nobly in its look as Oxford with the sun

upon her towers," sang a poet long ago ; and Haw- _
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thorne declared it a sad fortune for one never to

behold it, and that not one but many lifetimes

could be spent in its study and enjoyment.

"The last enchantments of the Middle Age,"

and the "ineffable charm" of which Matthew Ar

nold speaks, we must always feel, when within

"her cloisters pale" and "garden* spread to the

moonlight"; and to these I was, I hope, no less

sensitive this year than I was a quarter of a centu

ry ago. But there is a change in Oxford, never

theless. She is no longer "unravaged by the fierce

intellectual life of our century," as Arnold de

clared her to be. "Steeped in sentiment," she still

is, but she is thrilling with a new life too. It was

in the long vacation when I was there before; it

was in the long vacation this summer. Bu^ before

"in the stream-like wanderings of her glorious

streets," as Wordsworth writes, here and there "an

eager novice in a fluttering gown," represented all

of the present living student life of Oxford to

be seen in the summer time. Her ancient halls

were untenanted, for the "young barbarians all

at play," the scions of aristocratic and privileged

England, were playing far away on moor or sea

or mountain. This year she was thronged by men

and women—working men and women, too—of

professional, scientific and mechanical pursuits,

from every quarter of the civilized world. From

the British Empire's colonies, from Hindostan and

Canada, Australasia and the islands of the sea, as

well as from the United Kingdom itself, from

the United States and from every part of Europe;

from Syria and Africa and from the Flowery

Kingdom, and the Land of the Inland Seas, they

had gathered at Oxford to the most successful il

lustration ever known of the growth of that move

ment which thirty years ago began in the declara

tion of representatives of intellectual democracy,

that if the people could not come to the Uni

versity, the University must be carried to the

people.

In his welcoming address a representative of the

ancient University declared to the students crowd

ing its largest hall:

You have come here to strengthen and establish

that system of higher education known as University

Extension. Primarily this meeting is convened to

give University Extension workers, organizers and

students, a stimulus and encouragement; secondarily,

to afford an opportunity for the commingling of

classes, hrainworkers and handworkers alike, on easy,

natural and equal terms—thus to break down artifi

cial barriers and promote a sense of .common citizen

ship; thirdly, to break down not only barriers be

tween people of different classes, but between peo

ples of different kindred and tongues.

It seemed to me strange language from the

representative of what some of us have thought

was the very seat and fortress of aristocratic

privilege; and here and there, not in the intense

and furious opposition to which the personal and

private interests of the enemies of the political and

economic movement that I have described, inflame

them, but in cynical and sceptical flout and sneer,

the Tory spirit expresses its disbelief that the

spreading of education by superficial popular lec

tures makes for true. scholarship or for the ad

vancement of the true interests of mankind. Bet

ter the few real scholars, it is said, who may lead

and guide the rest of mankind, than the many

headed mob of the superficially informed, who will

wreck, if they have their way, the precious caskets

where are stored the treasures of the past.

So far as Oxford is concerned, it is a futile re

gret they express. The resistless tide of democra

cy has swept into the current the teaching force

of Oxford—Dons, Deans and Fellows—and to

interested students of every class and section

they are lecturing throughout a month in each

summer, on mechanical arts and natural sciences,

on literature and fine arts, on economics and

philosophy, on sociology and history. And the

summer students are allowed to roam almost at

will through Oxford's halls and churches and

gardens, among which not the least attractive to

them seem to be the new colleges for women's

higher education.

Again, prophecy is a poor trade, but I cannot

believe that reaction against this condition of

things will ever achieve in England more than

an ephemeral success, if even that. .

The old order changeth, yielding place to new.

BOOKS

SOCIALISM.

An Inquiry into Socialism. By Thomas Kirkup,

author of "History of Socialism," etc. Third edition.

Revised and enlarged. Published by Longmans,

Green & Co., London, New York, Bombay and Cal

cutta.

The first edition of this book appeared in 1887,

and although there was a second edition in 1888,

it Avas out of print after 1890 until the present

edition, revised to date, appeared in 1907. It is

described in the preface as "an attempt to dis

cover what is enduring and beneficent in the so

cialist movement by a study of the forces, princi

ples and tendencies which are at work in the

present stage of historic evolution," and as a

companion volume to the author's "History of

Socialism.''

In his "Inquiry" the author gives a brief his

torical sketch of socialism, describes and examines

the present system, and answers the question

"What is Socialism ?" He also considers its moral

aspects, the difficulties in the way of it and the

objections to it, and gives his views upon its pros

pects.

He is evidently a socialist, but not of the
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doctrinaire type. It' is the spirit of socialism

rather than any socialistic program that attracts

him. But his exposition of the subject is entirely

judicial and his book offers as lucid an explana

tion of the broad doctrines of socialism for the

uninformed reader as can probably be found.

IRRIGATION.

Irrigation in the United States. By Frederick Haynes

Newell, Hydraulic Engineer and Chief of the Hy-

drographic Branch of the United States Geological

Survey; Chief Engineer of the Reclamation Serv

ice. Revised edition. Published by Thomas Y.

Crowell & Co., New York. Price $2.00 net.

This is one of the volumes in Crowell's "Li

brary of Economics and Politics," and as its title

implies it deals with the physical side of a subject

of special interest at the present time. Its de

clared aim is "home-making"; its object "the

reclamation of places now waste and desolate and

the creation there of fruitful farms, each tilled

by its owner;" and its method the directing of "at

tention to the resources of our great unutilized do

main, in the hope that through a more complete

knowledge of these and the methods of their utili

zation, vigorous and wise action may supersede

the present lax and improvident policy."

It is startling to be informed that "one-third of

the whole United States, exclusive of Alaska and

outlying possessions, consists of vacant public

land;" and the wonder grows when we consider

how much larger the area would be, and how

vastly greater the value, if all vacant land were

included.

But the author has to do only with the public

lands and his aim of turning them into fruitful

homes. Who will own the homes and how their

ownership will be secured is no part of his in

quiry, although his attitude toward the question

apparently favors use and occupation. The book

is scientific throughout and excellently designed

for profitable practical use in the irrigated and

irrigational regions.

BOOKS RECEIVED

—The Child You Used to Be. By Leonora Pease.

Published by A. C. McClurg & Co., Chicago, 1909.

—Just for Two. By Mary Stewart Cutting. Pub

lished by Doubleday Page & Co., New York. 1909.

—The Thin Santa Claus. By Ellis Parker Butler.

Published by Doubleday, Page & Co., New York. 1909.

—Daphne in Fitzroy Street. By E. Nesbit. Pub

lished by Doubleday, Page & Co., New York. 1909.

Price, $1.50.

—Shadow and Light. An Autobiography with

Reminiscences of the Last and Present Century. By

Mifflin Wistar Gibbs. With an Introduction by

Booker T. Washington. Obtainable from the author.

Little Rock, Arkansas.

—A Court of Inquiry. By Grace S. Richmond.

Published by Doubleday, Page & Co., New York.

1909. Price, $1.00.

—The Southerner. Being the Autobiography of

Nicholas Worth. Published by Doubleday, Page &

Co., New York. 1909.

—The People's Hour. By George Howard Gibson.

Published by the Englewood Publishing House, Chi

cago. 1909. Price, $1.00.

—The City of the Dinner-Pail. By Jonathan

Thayer Lincoln. Published by Houghton Mifflin Co..

Boston and New York. 1909. Price, $1.25 net.

—Men, the Workers. By Henry Demarest Lloyd.

Edited by Anne Withington and Caroline Stallbohm.

Published by Doubleday, Page & Company, New

York.

—Story of the Session of the California Legisla

ture of 1909. By Franklin Hichborn. Published by

the press of The James H. Barry Company, San

Francisco, 1909. Price, $1.25.

—Illinois Bulletin of Public Charities. Vol. II,

Nos. 2 and 3. For the Quarters Ending March 31,

and June 30, 1909. Published by the State Commis

sioners of Public Charities, Springfield, 111. 1909.

—Forty-first Annual Insurance Report of the In

surance Superintendent of the State of Illinois. Fred

W. Potter, Insurance Superintendent. Part II.—Life,

Casualty and Assessment Insurance and Fraternal

Societies. 1909. Springfield, 111.

PAMPHLETS

The Land Reformers' Handbook.

The Land Reformers' Handbook (Joseph Edwards,

21 Palace Square, Norwood, S. E., London; price one

shilling net), appears this year for the first time.

Its editor, Mr. Edwards, founded The Labour Annual

and also its successor, The Reformers' Year Book.

The present venture is, as the name implies, of the

same general type, but more distinctly for the use

of land reformers, whether exclusively such or not.

An excellent portrait of Henry George serves for

frontispiece, and the body of the book is filled with

information of all kinds within the scope of the pe

riodical and from everywhere—personal, associa-

tional, journalistic, and documentary. The list of

American land and taxation reformers is ffot as

complete as the editor wished to make it, and he

invites information for the second number.

PERIODICALS

.The Pacific Monthly (Portland, Oregon) for Oc

tober, brings with it the sweet breath of Oregon

orchards. Whoever knows the Oregon region will

enjoy this magazine. In its rich illustrations and

lucid description it tells you what Oregon Is, and

in its stories it shows you what Oregon likes.

Nor is it provincial. It Is metropolitan in appear
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ance, without the cockney narrowness of most

things "metropolitan."

*

The recall of Charles R. Crane while on his way

to China as American minister, lends special interest

to Henry George, Jr.'s, articles on "The Ferment in

Asia," the second of which appears in Collier's for

October 9th.

"The Ominous Hush in Europe" is an outline in

McClure's for October (New York), by H. R. Cham

berlain, London correspondent of the New York

Sun. of the circumstances of the war hysterics which

disturb so many English and Germans.

The London journalist and author, Clement K.

Shorter, than whom probably no one in London is

more closely in touch with the world of books and au

thors, has undertaken a regular semi-monthly Eng

lish literary letter for The Dial of Chicago, which

stands in the front rank of the distinctly literary

periodicals of this country. Mr. Shorter's first Jet-

ter appears in The Dial for October 1.

The October number of the Free Trade Broadside

(6 Beacon street, Eoston), is the last to bear the

name of William Lloyd Garrison as editor. From

his death bed he dictated the editorials, after the

other contents of the number had been arranged by

himself and his son, William Lloyd Garrison of the

third generation. In less than a day after reading

and correcting the editorial proofs, Mr. Garrison

died. In its obituary the Broadside mentions his

"months of failing health, borne with unfailing pa

tience and sweetness of spirit," and refers to his

speech at the Free Trade dinner in May and his

work on this number of the Broadside as "his last

offering to the cause so dear to his heart."

W. I. Thomas presents in the American Jour

nal of Scciology for September (Chicago) a stand

point for the interpretation of savage society. The

good quality of this presentation may be inferred

from the broad outlook of the author, who con

siders that "the human race is one, that the human

mind is everywhere much the same, and that human

practices are everywhere of the same general pat

tern." He punctures what he calls the "particu-

laristic metbod," which overlooks the fact that the

mind "sees general principles behind details" and

that the precise detail with which the process of

abstraction begins is not always clear. Louis

Wallis's Biblical Sociology (p. 237) is continued, and

L. L. Bernard makes an extensive exhibit of the

teaching of sociology in the United States.

Modern Business for August (London) contains

a magazine interview with Joseph Fcls which has

more than a business Interest. Mr. Fels says of his

factory: "We pay the highest average wages of any

soap manufactory in the world," yet "we work the

shortest hours, eight hours a day and half a day on

Saturday," and "make soap cheaper than any firm in

the world." He describes himself to be a follower

of Henry George, and explains his reason for his

expenditure of money, time and energy in propagat

ing those doctrines: "Beyond the fact that I Be

lieve this would be a reform which would settle most

if not the whole of the problems of poverty, I have

another reason: when I turn my toes up to the

daisies and go to enrich the flowers, my money will

be no help to me. I feel I had better put it where

it will do the most good, now while I have breath

and a few brains left to apply it."

The Twentieth Century Magazine (5 fark Square,

Boston), makes its first appearance with the October

number. It is B. O. Flower's new periodical (p. 819),

successor in editorial purpose to the old Arena

(which has been merged with the Christian

Work and the Evangelist), and in every way

worthy Mr. Flower's best work on the Arena. In

many respects it is better, for social progress has

widened his field and brought his democratic ideals

into better range while his new publication gives

greater editorial freedom. Among the contributions

of most interest to our readers, Newton D. Baker's

"Three-cent Fare Movement in Cleveland," will prob

ably rank first. It tells the legislative, judicial and

political history of this movement from the begin

ning to the present time. The "New British George '"■

by E. H. Clement, "Ernest Howard Crosby and His

What They Say.
Here is what a brand new subscriber says,

among other things:

"A friend, Mr. Stearns, has supplied me with some

copies of The Public.

"After close and highly instructive reading I am

of the opinion that THE Public is the best edited

paper la America.

(The italics are Mr. Criswell's.)

"I know of no publication that presents vital matter

with such clearness and force as The Public. I in

clude foreign publications in this."

H. Criswell.

Tiffin. Ohio, Oct. 4, 1909.

I am not asking permission to publish ex

tracts from these letters, but take it for granted

that subscribers who care enough for The

Public to say nice things about it are willing

that others should know it. It's all kinds en

couraging to us to get these expressions and I am

sure they are to older friends and readers of The

Public.

Such appreciation indicates the hold The Pub

lic has on those of its readers who are interested

in vital things and who read it closely enough

to catch its spirit. I am saying this particularly

for the benefit and guidance of our new readers.

EM1L SCHMIED, Mgr.

In answering these Advertisements please mention THE PUBLIC.
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Message," by Hamlin Garland, the "Initiative and

Referendum in Switzerland," by Theodore Curti,

and a discriminating paper on the income tax, by

William R. Eastman, all appeal to the same interest.

"Popular Apathy in the Presence of Imperiled Free

dom," is the title of Mr. Flower's principal editorial.

It suggests both the mission of the magazine and

the circumstances under which it assumes its task.

The editorial spirit appears in the declaration that

"moral and civic idealism rather than force and

materialistic aggrandizement must be the key note

of our national life."

Apropos of New York's 1909 assessment rolls,

I.awson Purdy, president of the department of

taxes, told a reporter a story about Gladstone.

"Gladstone had no great scientific knowledge," he

said, "and at a dinner, when Faraday described an
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important new scientific discovery, the Premier

showed indifference.

" 'After all,' he said, hiding a yawn behind his

hand, 'what use will it ever be?'

" 'Why,' said Faraday, 'there's every probability,

sir, that some day you'll be able to tax it.' "—Wash

ington Post.

+ * * ,

"The Boss called me in consultation today," de

clared the office boy.

"G'wan!"

"Fact. He had a dispute with the junior partner
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as to who wuz leadin' the league just now in bat-

tin'."—Louisville Courier-Journal.

*r v t

Still, it is calculated to annoy a gentleman who is

laboriously climbing a pole to encounter another gen

tleman gleefully sliding down.—New York Herald.

"Not so very long ago," said John E. Young, the

actor, "I was on a sleeping car going over a certain

road in Arkansas. My watch had stopped. When

the porter came my way I asked him for the time.

" 'I haven't got a watch,' he replied.

" 'You are a beaut of a railroad man without a

watch,' I insisted. 'What kind of a road Is this, any

way ?'

" 'You don't need a watch on this train,' he inform

ed me, 'what you want is a calendar.' "—Kansas City

Journal.

V V v

"Senator, may I ask what you really think of the

new tariff?"

"As to that, young man, I must refer you to my

record."

"But you haven't any record, Senator. You voted

on both sides of the question."

"Then I should probably talk on both sides of it.

Good morning."—The Chicago Tribune.
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