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EDITORIAL

Political Agitation in the West.

A special report to the Chicago Tribune of the

26th, by its editorial correspondent, John Callan

O'Laughlin, confirms the observations of "D. K.

L," in The Public of October 1st (p. 942). Mr.

O'Laughlin, who was directed to investigate politi

cal conditions in the West, reports that "tbe only

conclusion possible to arrive at is that the Repub

lican party must be, to use a term of the insur

gents, 'regenerated,' or a third party will be the

outcome."

Arbitrary Arrests in the United States.

A sinister indication of the progress of American

imperialism—the imperialism which, beginning

ten years ago in foreign conquest, is now reacting

in domestic tyranny—is afforded by the arbitrary-

arrest of De Lara in Los Angeles, an event of

which we give an account this week in our News

Narrative. In a time of peace, when there exist

none of the excuses for arbitrary arrest which war

affords, a man is thrown into jail, "incommuni

cado"—to borrow an appropriate word from the

vocabulary of Spanish despotism,—without other

warrant than a telegram from an administrative

bureau at the seat of the central government three

thousand miles away !

*

Think of it! You who can recall Amer

ican jealousy for personal liberty, either at

first hand through your memories or at second
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hand through the history of your country, think of

it! "Arrest So-and-So and hold him subject to

the orders of Such-and-Such a Department of the

Federal government."' Upon that kind of telegram

from officials at Washington appointed by. the

President, to officials in a distant State also ap

pointed by the President, the latter arrest an in

dividual in that State without warrant, incarcerate

him without a judicial hearing, and hold him cap

tive, "incommunicado," subject to further orders

from the department which has sent the telegram !

+

It is said that the man in this case is a foreigner.

Even so, if this be a crime shall he not neverthe

less be arrested by judicial warrant, and his alien

age be investigated judicially, as in any other

charge of crime? If the accusation of alienage is

enough to warrant so high handed a bureaucratic

invasion of personal liberty, what stands in the

way of similar arrests regardless of citizenship

upon similar charges? And if a foreigner may be

tried by bureaucrats without judge or jury, upon a

charge of alienage, and be thereof convicted and

deported, what is to prevent similar trials and

deportations of citizens? To permit such pro

ceedings against, foreigners because they are for

eigners, is to authorize it against citizens.

*

It is analogous to authorizing arbitrary arrests

and punishments for crime, on the plea that only

criminals are affected. How do we know that a

man is a criminal except through judicial trial by

due process of law? How shall we know that a

victim of this revival in the United States of the

old "lettrcs de cachet" of France is a foreigner ex

cept through the same due process of law? Arbi

trary arrest of any person for any cause in time of

peace, spells arbitrary arrest for any other person.

This is one of the lessons of history.

*

When this particular case is scrutinized, it re

veals an astounding situation. From what countrv

did De Lara come originally? Mexico. Why?

Because his life was in danger on account of his

political opposition to the present dynasty. How

happens it that he is seized by our government and

threatened with deportation, at this time? Only

two reasons can possibly be inferred from the facts

so far known: one is that he is reported to have

called President Taft a tool of President Diaz;

the other, that Mexico wants him because he acted

as Turner's guide through Mexico for the facts

upon which Turner is now exposing in the Amer

ican Magazine the iniquities of the Diaz regime.

If the latter inference is true, the former would

seem to be in course of proof; if the latter is not

true, the former is not worth consideration.

The tiling that is worth consideration is the

fact that apparently a secret requisition of Diaz

for a member of the opposition party in Mexican

politics is being honored by the United States: and

that this is being done by bureaucratic proceedings

in imitation of despotic processes in autocratic

countries. Such proceedings are hostile to the

American traditions and ideals of personal liberty,

and menacing to American citizenship.

+ +

Free Speech.

To speak freely any sentiments acceptable to the

authorities is a right that has never been ques

tioned, never obstructed, in all the history of the

world. The right of free speech, wrrirh has lieen

and is now questioned and obstructed, is the right

to speak freely sentiments that are not, as well as

those that arc, acceptable to the authorities. When

that unlimited right is obstructed, free speech is

obstructed.

*

And let it not be forgotten that the right to

listen, as well as the right to speak, is involved in

the right of free speech. Our constitutions are

not for the protection alone of those who would

utter sentiments which the authorities disapprove

of ; they are for the protection also of such as

would listen to those utterances. The court that

narrows the right of free speech to speakers, dis

regarding hearers, is better fitted to interpret stat

utory grants than constitutional safeguards.

Let it not be forgotten either that the right to

speak and to listen to "incendiary" utterances is

also involved. No one has ever denied, no despot

has ever obstructed, the utterance of sentiments

that were not "incendiary." Xo constitutional safe

guards are necessary for un-"incendiary*' utter

ances. For "incendiary utterances" is merely a

handy synonym for sentiments objectionable to the

authorities. Speeches for freedom of worship were

everywhere "incendiary" in the more or Jess distant

past ; speeches for democratic representation in the

Duma are "incendiary" in Russia today, as are

speeches for non-ecclesiastical public schools in

Spain; and speeches for the freedom of slaves

were "incendiary" in our own country, even in

non-slave States, only half a century ago.
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Free speech has but one meaning, and that a

broad one. Its meaning is that thought should

be unfettered. This is what the idea stands for in

Anglo-Saxon history and in the American polity.

Whoever obstructs it, officially or unofficially, com

mits a crime of the first magnitude against Ameri

can institutions. It will be well to bear in mind

these suggestions when considering the Goldman

case at Philadelphia.

* +

It Is to Laugh.

The substitute which McClure's Magazine for

November offers for Tammany Hall in the city

government of New York has less of a civic than

of a comic opera flavor. Advocating the "com

mission plan" of government, but without the ref

erendum, initiative and recall features—unless it

be in its bare allusion to the plan as "the Galves

ton or Des Moines plan," the latter of which does

but the former does not embody those protective

devices—McClure's gives its idea of the kind of

commission New York ought to have. "It could

and naturally would," says this magazine, "expect

to secure the direction of a board of men of the.

caliber of the following ticket: Mayor, Theodore

Roosevelt; Commissioner of Finance, J. Picrpont

Morgan; Commissioner of Police, CJen. Leonard

Wood; Commissioner of Public Works, William

G. McAdoo, the builder of the Hudson tunnels;

Commissioner of Law, Senator Elihu Root." Most

men of that caliber would out-Tammany Tam

many in letting their friends loot the public; al

though it must be admitted that they would be

more careful to get the authority of law for the

looting.

* *

Business and Boodle.

One of the results of having a "Bodeite," Willis

J. Spaulding, at the head of the water works in

Springfield, Illinois, is the discovery of a "busi

ness man's" combine with corrupt politicians for

the purpose of cheating the city in the interest of

coal men. The bids are so arranged, as Mr.

Spaulding has discovered, that a grade of coal

which none but the conspiring company can sup

ply is the only kind to bid upon. This grade,

however, is not adapted to the uses of the water

works; and after contracts are made another and

cheaper grade, which any of the companies might

supply, is substituted. If this species of busi

ness boodle were only a Springfield discovery, it

might hardly be worth mention outside of Spring

field; but everywhere else, in slightly varied form

perhaps, the same kind of swindle is common—

only there are seldom any Willis J. Spauldings

or other "Bodeites" to expose it. And as in

Springfield, so everywhere • else—from Podunk

to San Francisco, Chicago or New York,—when

you find corrupt contracts made through corrupted

politicians, you have only to look a little farther

to find a very respectable group of immaculate

business men getting most of the "swag."

+ *

The "Best" Money System the "Worst "

After boasting so long about the "best money

system the world ever saw," aren't the leaders of

the Republican party a little bit shame-faced at

such an admission as this, which one of their or

gans, the Chicago Tribune, made for them editori

ally in its issue of October 15? "The Tribune it

self is determined to keep its mind open for a

year and to consider deliberately all the plans that

may be brought forward for the improvement of

the most defective currency system known to civil

ization."

+ +

John Z. White in the "Twin Cities."

A week of speaking by John Z. White in Minne

apolis and St. Paul, brings reports from local

newspapers and enthusiastic auditors which

make that a red letter week in the work of a man

who is doing service for good government second to

none in its essential value and effectiveness. Mr.

White's lectures in St. Paul are reported from lo

cal sources to have been "a revelation to students

of-affairs and an inspiration to all." Among other

audiences which he addressed were the Y. M. C. A.,

the Elks, the Commercial Club, the Knights of

Columbus, the School of Agriculture, and three

high schools. He was also in conference with

the Charter Commission and the State Tax Com

mission.

*

Before the Commercial Club and the Elks, both

composed of business men, Mr. White was wel

comed with especial heartiness for a discussion of

rational city government. He advocated the

"commission plan," of which he is reported in the

local press to have said:

In the commission plan is combined the efficiency

of the monarchy and the safety of the republic. The

monarchy is an efficient government, because there

is concentrated in the monarch all the power and

authority of the government. When the czar wants

a thing done, he orders it done; immediately it is

accomplished. But monarchy is deficient because

it does not give the people any means of defending

their rights. On the other hand, the republic, with

its diffused authority and responsibility, gives the

/'
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people reasonable means of defending their rights,

but is cumbersome and inefficient as an instrument

of government. The thing to be desired is a gov

ernmental system which is as efficient as a mon

archy and which safeguards popular rights at least

as well as a republic. This we have in the com

mission plan. The important thing is to concen

trate authority so as to get efficiency, ana to furn

ish by initiative, referendum and recall a means of

popular defense against abuse of that authority.

Mr. White is on his way to the Pacific Coast.

The "Sweatbox" Again Condemned.

The judges of the Appellate Court at Chicago

are to be congratulated upon having decided a

"sweatbox" (p. 987) case in accordance with the

law. Their decision is of course a shock to the

sensibilities of police officials who know nothing

historically of the Anglo-Saxon struggle for lib

erty and care nothing for American ideals; but it

is another indication of a judicial tendency toward

government by law and not by men.

That court decided on the 25th, that a convic

tion upon the testimony of policemen reciting con

fessions made to them by prisoners in their cus

tody upon charges of the crime confessed to, is

invalid. This is strictly in accordance with ele

mentary principles of law which the police in all

our large cities have treated with contempt. From

long experience, it was long ago learned that con

fessions made in those circumstances are not trust

worthy. They are influenced by hope or fear, and

this deprives them of the voluntary element which

is necessary to give value to confessions. A con

fession obtained under duress is likely to be a

false confession, and false confessions are as ab

horrent to any well-balanced mind as any other

form of false testimony.

* *

"White Slavery" in New York.

Whatever may be one's opinions regarding Tam

many Hall in general, or the present municipal

campaign in New York in particular, there can

hardly be two opinions regarding the conclusive

ness of Tammany's reply to the attempt of Mc-

Clure's Magazine for November to influence the

election by holding Tammany responsible for the

"white slave" traffic in New York. "During the

time in which these conditions are alleged to have

existed," says the Tammany leader, "George B.

McClellan and Seth Low were mayors of New

York; William Travers Jerome and Eugene A.

Philbin were district attorneys of New York Coun

ty; Commissioners Bingham, McAdoo, Partridge

and Greene were at the head of the police depart

ment; and Charles E. Hughes, Frank W. Higgins,

Benjamin B. Odell and Theodore Roosevelt were

governors of the State." To this list of respecta

bles (all Republicans but one), the fact might be

added that the "white slave" traffic flourishes in

Chicago under a Republican mayor (elected by the

best elements of the party), a Republican prosecu

tor, and a Republican governor: yet they are not

charged especially with responsibility for it. The

truth is that public officials, respectable or other

wise, Republicans or Democrats, are not the most

culpable in connection with the "white slave'" traf

fic. Traffic in "white slaves" is less criminal than

making "white slaves"; and the makers of white

slaves are our "good people." They are

those smug persons who grow rich by screw

ing down the wages and screwing up the

hours of working women, and by compressing op

portunities to work so as to glut the labor market.

Their doing this is made possible by laws regard

ing property which are unfair, larcenous and op

pressive, but which they insist upon perpetuating.

Every Tnan and woman of wealth unearned, is liv

ing in part upon the proceeds of "white slavery."

Some of them know it, but do not dislike it

enough to abolish it at the cost of their own lux

uries.

+ * *

AN IDEAL CHICAGO AND THE

COST OF IT.

III. Obstacles in the Way, Especially the Cost.

We have described the Commercial Club's plans

for an Ideal Chicago; and, as we believe every one

of public spirit who informs himself must do,

have passed favorable judgment upon them (p.

1012), subject of course to such modifications of

technical detail as the experts may advise, and of

policy detail as the people may demand. Assum

ing, then, the desirability of the project in its gen

eral outlines, we confront the question of its feasi

bility.

*

Why should this project not be taken up at

once and in earnest?

Why should the Commercial Club's plans not

be brought immediately under public scrutiny and

discussion? And why, when approved in tech

nical details by the experts or modified so as to

secure expert approval, and approved in details

of policy by public opinion ascertained in some

reasonable way,—why should not the work of

realization begin ?
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If in general policy and in detail—the project

is desirable, why should it languish?

Why should the practical work be indefinitely

postponed ?

+

That the utilitarian and aesthetic ideals are

realizable, the plans abundantly testify; that no

serious engineering difficulties intervene, the ex

perts assure us; and that differences of opinion

as to details, both the politic and the technical,

could be readily adjusted is evident from the char

acter of the criticisms and the elasticity of the

plans.

Since, then, there are no baffling obstacles in

any of those categories, what baffling obstacle can

there be except the great cost of the undertaking?

If might be said, of course, that private prop

erty interests would stand in the way, and that

the necessary legislation would therefore be diffi

cult to get.

Doubtless these interests would interfere. Some

of them would interpose objections to the street

widening which might sweep away value-increas

ing thoroughfares; some to the enlargement of

the business district, which might lessen site val

ues in congested places; some to the diversion of

traffic from accustomed lines and trade from ac

customed centers, which might prejudice prop

erty values along those lines and in those centers.

But these objections could easily be surmounted

by means of fair compensation. Even this ob

stacle resolves itself into a question of cost.

The great cost, then, is the only baffling ob

stacle in the way of this grand municipal project,

which now awaits the pleasure of the Mayor and

his commission.

+

Truly the cost would be very great. But is

that a serious obstacle to a civic undertaking such

as this—an undertaking that would not only

confer the highest civic benefits, but would of

its own force produce a tremendous addition to

the possible municipal income?

Let us see.

The present income of Chicago is indeed in

sufficient for current expenses; and the limit of

the borrowing power of the city has been reached.

It is legally impossible, therefore, and ought to

continue to he legally impossible, to apply any

of the current income or the proceeds of general

bonds to tli is revolutionary municipal enterprise.

Nothing more should be done with funds from

those sources, in the direction of realizing the

project in question, than to adapt their expendi

ture as closely as practicable to the general plans

of the municipal idealization.

But couldn't the expenses be easily met out of

the increased ground values which the proposed

reconstruction would give to a small class of peo

ple, resident and non-resident, who own the. site

of the proposed Ideal City ?

Henry George? Single tax?

No.

This method for overcoming the only baffling

obstacle in the way of realizing an Ideal Chicago,

is neither Georgism nor the single tax—not un

less every revenue measure that even squints at

justice on the moral side or at common sense on

the practical, is to be attributed to those "ban

shees" of the land speculators.

Neither is this method a special assessment

scheme, to be levied upon property holders in

proportion to estimated betterments.

The method we suggest for realizing the Ideal

Chicago would not resort to the crude special as

sessment device, now common and unfair ; nor tax

all land values, as the single tax proposes; nor

appropriate approximately all ground rents, actual

and potential, as Henry George contemplated;

nor even appropriate the whole increase ("un

earned increment"), as John Stuart Mill advised.

It is not a dream, nor impracticable, nor con

fiscatory, nor even a reform.

It is a simple square-toed business proposition ;

a proposition which two business men jointly in

terested in a piece of property would admit to be

eminently fair as between themselves, under cir

cumstances analogous to those of the subject un

der consideration.

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE

BALTIMORE'S CONSERVATION OF

LAND VALUES.

Baltimore, Oct. 5.

As an outgrowth of opportunity for effecting im

provements given by the great Are in Baltimore, an

experiment in land tenure is being tried, which is

of present interest and may serve as an example

for other cities to follow in dealing with like situa

tions.

In improving one of the important thoroughfares

along the Pratt street water front for eight blocks

from Light street to East Falls avenue, it became

necessary to widen Pratt street into the water and

wharf space, requiring for a perfection of the im

provement a rearrangement of the docks themselves.
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Therefore, the city condemned the docks between

these limits and reconstructed them.

Then, and here lies the importance of the matter,

the city did not sell in fee simple the new dockage

area; but, instead, leased these long strips of land,

buttressed by piles and extending out into the water,

for the term of fifty years. At the end of the term

the land and all the improvements thereon revert

to and become the absolute property of the city

without compensation.

The rental is fixed at a minimum sum calculated

to be sufficient to cover interest and sinking fund

charges upon the loan contracted for the purpose of

making the improvement, and is subject to increase

but not to diminution at each recurring period of ten

years during the grant. The increase, if any, is to

be fixed by arbitrators, one appointed by the city,

one by the grantee, and the third selected by those

two.

The leases also contain a provision that the im

provements must be insured to an amount satis

factory to the city authorities, the proceeds to be

used in case of fire for rebuilding. The grantees

must keep clean and properly paved the very con

siderable street space on the docks, and remove all

snow and ice therefrom, and also make good any

damage done the docks by collision, and save the

city harmless from all nuisance, accident or injury

happening thereon. They can not assign without the

city's, assent. The improvements are expressly

made taxable at the regular city rate.

The sites were valuable for use by the water trans

portation companies, and the city had no difficulty

in disposing of the entire space upon the above

terms. Valuable improvements have been and are

being erected thereon.

The significant fact about this arrangement is that

the entire future increase of value of this land, the

unearned increment to come from the growth of

population, will not go into the pockets of the

grantees; but, at the end of fifty years, will re

vert in its entirety to the people of Baltimore and

become an asset in the city treasury.

This is an example of the kind of conservation

of our resources that we need so badly in all our

modern cities.

GEO. STEWART BROWN.

COMMISSION GOVERNMENT.

St. Paul, Oct. 19.

St. Paul has a charter commission, to devise a new

and of course a better charter for the city. The

desirability of a new charter is universally agreed

to, but agreement abruptly ends at that point. More

centralized power is desirable in the opinion of

most; but the commission form, which gives more

energy to a city government has become associated

in the minds of the people with the initiative, refer

endum and recall, and these popular attachments

do not find support among many who would welcome

a more powerful governmental machine. As a re

sult the commissioners are of varied mind.

JOHN z. WHITE.

NEWS NARRATIVE

To use the reference figures of this Department for

obtaining continuous news narratives:

Observe the reference figures in any article; turn back to the page

they indicate and find there the next preceding article, on the same

subject; observe the reference figures in that article, and turn back

as before ; continue until you come to the earliest article on the sub

ject; then retrace your course through the indicated pages, reading

each article in chronological order, and you will have a continuous

news narrative of the subject from its historical beginnings to date.

Week ending Tuesday, October 26, 1909.

The Execution of Ferrer Overthrows the Spanish

Ministry.

Demonstrations of protest against the execu

tion of Francisco Ferrer at Barcelona on the 13th,

reported last week (p. 101G) "as being held in all

the large cities of Europe as well as at many

points in the United States and South America,

have continued. Huge meetings were held on the

19th in Xew York and Berlin, and interpellations

and disorders occurred in the British House of

Commons, and in the French and Belgian Cham

bers of Deputies. On the same day the executive

committee of the American Federation of Labor

passed resolutions denouncing the execution of

Ferrer, in which it was declared that his martyr

dom has given "the cause of liberty a great im

petus not only in Spain and in European coun

tries, but everywhere that human aspiration for

freedom yet seeks attainment." The world-wide

indignation over the execution found its reaction

at last in Spain. On the 20th King Alfonso,

perturbed at the news which was pressing in upon

him, was reported as much dejected and as suf

fering from insomnia. On the 21st, as the result

of bitter attacks upon the government by the op

position. Premier Antonio Maura with his Con

servative, Clerical cabinet resigned, and the leader

of the Liberal opposition, the former Premier,

Moret y Prendergast, formed a new ministry,

leading it as Premier and minister of the interior.

On the 25th the deposed Premier, Mr. Maura,

made a violent speech in the Senate, declaring

that all the Littorals were anarchists and revo

lutionists, and predicting an awful future for

Spain. According to the Chicago Inter Ocean's

dispatches the program of the new government is

understood to include the re-establishment of the

constitutional guarantees in Barcelona and Gerona

(p. 946), the suppression of the censorship,

amnesty for political offenses, the publica

tion of the documents in the Ferrer case, and

the holding of elections within a few months.

Lieutenant General De Luque, minister of war

in the new Liberal cabinet, in an interview on the

25th, confirmed the report that the government,

had decided not to push further the Moroccan

campaign (p. 972). He said that if the Liberals
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had been in power before, they would have avoided

the bloody and costly war, and that henceforth

the object of the government would be to guaran

tee the safety of Melilla by the system of fortified

positions which weretalready occupied.

Two letters written by Professor Ferrer on

October 2 and 4, from his cell, to Mr. Naguel,

president of the French committee of defense for

the political prisoners in Spain, through friendly

hands reached their destination. In them Ferrer

asserts his innocence of the charges of having in

cited to acts of violence, and of knowledge of the

existence of a revolutionary document, said by the

police to have been found in his house. In a later

letter to Mme. Charles Albert at Paris he speaks

of a letter which had failed to reach his friends,

in which he had given a full account of his trial,

and the inability of his accusers to find a charge

against him, and he adds: "The judge has

searched everywhere and found nothing against

me. He was obliged at last to call upon the su

preme prosecutor, who had charged me with being

the director of the rebellion, and demanded proofs

of him. He was obliged to admit that he had no

proof, but said that ho had heard these things."

* *

The Czar of Russia Visits the King of Italy.

The Russian Emperor crossed Germany and

France to reach Italy by a somewhat circuitous

route last week in order to make a two days' visit

(p. 780) with King Victor Emmanuel at Rac-

conigi. The avoidance of Austria, and the fact

of the visit itself, have aroused fears in Ger

many and Austria that a closer alliance between

Russia and Italy is under way, together with a

weakening of the bonds of the "triple alliance" be

tween Germany, Austria and Italy. To demo

cratic eyes the threatening of international rela

tionships is a less impressive feature of this Im-

]>erial visit, than the precautions taken to protect

the Czar against attack from friends of the Rus

sian people, or from the European "under dog."

Four great European armies were laid under con

tribution. As usual, Russian troops formed an

unbroken line along the railway from Odessa to

the Russian frontier. The train schedule was

frequently changed. According to the Berliner

Zeitung, "at the start three trains exactly alike

stood in the station side by side on parallel tracks.

Xo one knew by which train the Czar would travel.

They ran through Russia at intervals of a few

miles and halted side by side in the larger stations

on the route. Part of the journey the Czar was

in the middle train, part of the time in the first,

then he changed to the last train. So the terror

ists could not know which train to attack, even

if they had succeeded in reaching the railroad."

Thousands of troops guarded the stations and

lines through Germany and France. A special

commission of generals met the Czar on the Ital

ian frontier, and on the way to Racconigi the Im

perial train passed through a double line of -?3,000

men who guarded the tracks. Four thousand

troops were massed along the short road leading

from the station to the castle. The Czar left on

the 25th for his return through France.

Finland Again Losing Her Autonomy.

The establishment of a new basis of relationship

between the grand duchy of Finland and the Rus

sian Empire, intimated last February (p. 208),

seems to have been worked out. The appointment

of two "denationalized" Finns to the Finnish sen

ate, by the Governor general of Finland, in the

places of two senators who in September notified

the Governor general that they would not accept

reappointment to office because the Russian cabi

net insisted that the Finnish senate contribute

$4,000,000 to the defense of the Empire, is un

derstood to mean the downfall of Finnish auton

omy, since this step places the entire machinery

of state in the hands of the Russian Governor

general and a senate denationalized by Finns who

have spent their lives in the governmental service

of Russia. As an indication of the Russian ad

vance,, an Imperial manifesto was published on

the 14th, ordering that the military contribution

of $4,000,000 shall be taken from the Finnish

treasury and turned over to Russia. Cossacks be

gan arriving at the important cities of Finland on

the 1 9th. These troops are reported to be the

advance guard of the force dispatched by the Rus

sian government as a preventive measure against

any movement on the part of the Finns to oppose

Russia's action in enforcing its demands for the

$4,000,000 contribution.

Persia Under Nationalism.

The deposed Shah of Persia (p. 804), as was

expected, took refuge with his friends the Rus

sians, and is now living quietly in Odessa.

The foreign mail advices of the Laffan news

service report the appointment as Premier of Per

sia of the "Sipahdar"—the field marshall, as he

is called—the Nationalist leader who, when the

Nationalists entered Teheran and took charge of

the government, was made minister of war (p.

710). The Sipahdar's real name is Mohammed

Velikhan Naser-es-Sultaneh. He is a man of the

widest experience in Persian affairs and adminis

tration. "Toward the end of the reign of Naser-

Eddin," says the report, "he was intrusted with the

control of the national mint. The Persian coin

age at that time was, owing to the fall in the

price of silver, in a depreciated condition, but
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Mohammed succeeded in reorganizing it with

great profit to the national exchequer. Under

Muzeffer-Eddin he became director general of cus

toms. In this capacity he laid the foundation of

the system upon which to this day Persia's inter

national credit is based and which saved the coun

try's finances during the late troubles from utter

ruin." As a governor and as concessionaire of the

Persian telegraph system he became the richest

man in Persia. After the abrogation of the Con

stitution by the late Shah, he was sent to subdue

the revolt which broke out at Tabriz (vol. xi, pp.

348, 369, 395, 471, 831; xii, pp. 63, 396, 419) ;

but being at heart a Liberal, and seeing, moreover,

the signs of a new day, he resigned and went back

to his home, to later organize the army that cap

tured Teheran. His assumption of the premier

ship gives at least a strong hand to a government

straggling with the problem of constructing a de

mocracy in an ancient Asiatic civilization that

dates its absolutism back 2,500 years, to the days

when the laws of '"the Medes and Persians'' were

roval decrees which "altered not."

attempt to live through another year or two of

office." Continuing he says:

This is the reason of the tone which Mr. Redmond

has taken up during his recent successful tour of

speech-making in the English cities. He has declared

his strong opinion that the Government will be ill

advised if they don't have an early general election,

whether the Budget be accepted or rejected. And

even he went the length of saying that he and his

party would do their best to force the Government

to a dissolution. This is also the attitude of the radi

cals, including the radicals in the ministry. The pow

erful and aggressive speeches of Lloyd-George and

Churchill have not been made without a purpose.

They provoked wild outbursts of rage from all the

friends of the House of Lords and people speak of

these two politicians as Abraham Lincoln was spoken

of in the bitterest days of the civil war. But it is just

what they want. They are determined to force a

general election if they can, being convinced that if

the House of Lords question be not tackled now, it

will not be tackled for Tears to come, and that until

the House of Lords is brought to its senses there can

be no hope for real progress in England.

Constitutionalism in China Advances According to

Schedule.

The Chinese ten years' program for constitu

tionalism, laid down last year (vol. xi, p. 708 ;

vol. xii, p. 825), is working out as planned. The

steps for 1909 were announced as "election of

provincial assemblymen; issuing of school books."

Word has come that the Provincial Assemblies

have actually met in the capitals of the respective

departments. Their function seems to be more

advisory than legislative. The Chinese, unaccus

tomed to the new forms, are said so far to have

paid but little attention to this evidence of a new

epoch.

+ +

British Politics.

In the House of Commons on the 22d, the

Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. George, pre

sented the Budget (p. 1020) estimates as revised.

The present, situation is described at length in

the Chicago Tribune of the 24th by T. P. O'Con

nor, M. P., who has just arrived in this country

on an Irish party mission, accompanied by Rich

ard McGhee, a former Irish member who is also a

lanl value taxationist. Mr. O'Connor's letter, writ

ten from Xew York, is the best first-hand report of

the British situation that has yet been made in an

American paper. At the time he left Lon

don the Commons had adjourned for a week, to

give the Ministry a chance to rest. The danger he

now fears is not that the Lords will reject the

Budget, but that they will pass it and that the

Ministry "will then be satisfied and will make the

Free Speech in Philadelphia.

In the Goldman injunction ease in Philadelphia

(p. 1017), Judge Willson in his adverse opinion

said that the case rested upon two contentions:

that (1) under the Constitution of Pennsylvania

"even' citizen may freely speak, write and print

on any subject, being responsible for the abuse

of that liberty;" and that (2) under the Four

teenth Amendment of the Constitution of the

United States, no State can "deny to any person

within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the

laws." As to the first contention he held that

Miss Goldman can claim no infringement

of a right, "because she is 7iot a citizen,

either of Pennsylvania or of the United

States." As to the second he holds that

"it does not appear that the State of

Pennsylvania has attempted to discriminate

against the plaintiff personally, or as one of a das*

of persons." Considering, then, the essence of the

question. Judge Willson made this assertion of

the arbitrary powers of peace officers over free

dom of speech :

The question which the plaintiff would have us de

termine is whether or not public officers, entrusted

with the preservation of the peace, acting (as we

ought to presume the defendants would) in the hon

est exercise of their judgment, should be restrained

from prohibiting the delivery of lectures which would

be likely to excite public disturbances and to result

in a breach of the public peace. If such public offi

cers should attempt to interfere in such a case, their

interference would be justified, not upon the ground

that the person to be affected by their action was an

alien or a citizen, but by the knowledge that dan

gerous and disturbing sentiments tending to disturb

the peace would be uttered. We do not mean to say

that an alien has the same or as full a right to at-
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tack the institutions of our country and to advocate

the abolition of the constituted and constitutional

government of the land that a citizen might have,

but, so far as the case which is before us is con

cerned, we should regard the right of a citizen as no

higher than that of an alien.

Exercising the arbitrary power thus adjudicat

ed, the police of Philadelphia on the 17th arbi

trarily stopped the meeting called to protest

against the Spanish execution of Professor Fran

cisco Ferrer (p. 1017), and broke up another.

Miss Goldman was not present nor to be present at

either. The Ferrer meeting, which, as already

reported (p. 1017), had been called for Industrial

Hall, and was stopped by a body of police who

stood at the entrance and drove away all who ap

peared, was followed, as also reported, by the

meeting at 424 Pine street, a small hall above the

ground. The police followed the people into the

room. Joseph J. Cohen called the meeting to or

der, and without interruption made the following

impressive speech, as reported by the Philadelphia

Record of the 18th:

"The entire world is aghast to-day at a crime com

mitted the other day in Spain. Francisco Ferrer, a

friend to all humanity, was foully but officially mur

dered. Yet, black as that crime is and horror-strick

en as the world must be, a worse crime is being com

mitted in this city to-night. It is not so terrible a

thing to kill one man's body as it is to stifle and to

prevent their upward trend. We have been forbid

den by the police to meet together to discuss any

thing. Our leaders are forbidden to give us the bene

fit of their words. We are not allowed to seek to bet

ter our minds. I came not so many years ago from

Russia, where the tyranny of the police is as all the

world knows it. Tet never have I found tyranny in

Russia such as this in Philadelphia. I do not know

what to say of the presence of the police in this room.

They were not invited, and as I understand it, they

have no right here. But we are not here to fight

them or to give them trouble, and I ask you all to

keep your seats and maintain good order no matter

what happens."

Turning directly to Acting Police Lieutenant Ho-

gan, where he stood surrounded by his men, Mr.

Cohen said:

"You men should know, as the world knows, that

by actions such as yours to-night our doctrines are

only spread and strengthened. For years we have

struggled for a hearing. Until the police opposed us

we could not get it. To-night we are a comparatively

small body. Continue your oppression and I tell you

that in a few years all the police of all the world will

not be able to stem the tide of anarchy. You may ar

rest us, you may imprison us, you may kill us to

night or at any other time, but the hardships we suf

fer at your hands will bring more converts to our

cause than all your tyranny can drive away."

It was at the close of Mr. Cohen's speech that the

police lieutenant, who had listened in apparent be

wilderment, broke up the meeting for the stated

reason that the floor of the room was too weak

to hold so large a crowd.

Of this police intervention the Philadelphia

Record's report comments in these words:

Anarchistic sentiment in Philadelphia received a

decided impetus last night from the drastic methods

adopted by the police, under orders from Director

Clay, to keep the leaders of the cult from speaking

publicly in protest at the execution of Francisco Fer

rer, the Spanish modernist.

The De Lara Case.

Across the continent from Philadelphia, the po

lice of Los Angeles, California, subsequently sup

plemented by Federal immigration officials, have

extended arbitrary power in a manner that may

well excite Americans who look upon the Phila

delphia affair with equanimity. According to the

Los Angeles Times of the 11th, in a coarsely par

tisan report intended to justify the police, a

speaker at a peaceable meeting at the Plaza on

the 10th, was arrested in the middle of his speech.

We find nowhere in the Times' report any other

reason for the arrest than that he said, "Taft is

only a stool pigeon for Diaz." According to the

Times' report, "before he had time to notice how

his remark had been received by his audience, he

was snatched off his feet and headed toward the

police station." Though called an "anarchist" by

the report, this was evidently a loose epithet, for

the man proves to have been Guiticrreza de Lara,

a prominent Socialist.

At the regular Socialist meeting on the night

of his arrest, De Lara's wife, an American woman,

stated that she could get no information at the

jail or the police station as to the cause of her

husband's arrest nor as to the possibility of giving

bail for him. Thereupon some 30 or 40 Socialists

went from the meeting to the police station in his

behalf. From a correspondent for whose veracity

we do not hesitate to vouch and w-ho was present,

we learn that "the conduct of the police was sim

ply outrageous." The report in the Times, though

loaded down with partisan verbiage, is to the effect

that the Socialists' question as to the cause of the

arrest wras announced by the desk sergeant, who

said: "Those men [De Lara and some of his audi

tors who were arrested later] are booked as sus

pects." When the Socialists said they wanted to

offer bail, the sergeant replied, "You can't." And

as they were urging their right, the police lieuten

ant appeared and gave an order to "clear the hall,"

whereupon, says the report, "half a dozen officers

got busy on the inside end of the crowd, and the

visitors were moved without much loss of time."

The inference is that they were clubbed out.
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On the 18th De Lara was tried before Judge

Rose on a charge of "disturbing the peace," and

acquitted. Immediately after his release, how

ever, Federal officials arrested him on orders from

Washington. A report of this prompt supple

mentary arrest appeared in the Los Angeles Her

ald of the 19th, from which it appears that he

is held in custody upon this message: "Arrest and

nold De Lara until further notice from the De

partment of Commerce and Labor." He was con

fined "incommunicado,'' none of his friends, not

even his wife (all Americans), having been al

lowed to see him/ until the 24th.

on the Oleander for a sail to New Orleans, where

he is to participate in the wrater way convention.

+

During President Taft's tour through Texas,

the Secretary of the Political Refugee Defense

League, John Murray, a native American citi

zen, was arrested in San Antonio, without war

rant, by the United States marshal, under orders

from the chief of the United States secret sen-ice.

There was no lawful basis for the arrest, and after

President Taft resumed his journey Mr. Murray

was released as unceremoniously as he had been

arrested.

Following is De Lara's personal statement as

it appeared in the Los Angeles Herald of the 19th :

I am not an anarchist, never have been one and

never will be one. I am not In sympathy with any

thing that savors of disorder. I am a Socialist who

believes in the brotherhood of man. My arrest is the

result of persecution by the Mexican government, and

it is largely due to the information which I furnished

John K. Turner for his series of articles in the Amer

ican Magazine, entitled "Barbarous Mexico." If I am

deported I believe firmly that I will no sooner be on

Mexican soil than I will be done away with. I may

be placed in some prison or I may be shot. Possibly

they will even deny me that courtesy. I may be mur

dered by a hired assassin. I look for justice at the

hands of the immigration officers, and I believe I will

receive It, for I do not believe any liberty-loving man,

no matter what his political or religious belief may

be, will see an innocent man sent to his doom. My

arrest is based on the allegation that I am an alien

anarchist who has been in the United States less than

three years. I first came here more than three years

ago. I do not believe my brief return to Mexico with

Mr. Turner can in any way be construed as a perma

nent return, so that my second entry may be called a

new or original entry. If I am sent back to my doom

I shall go gladly, knowing that I have been a political

sacrifice and that, in the end, justice will prevail. All

I ask is justice, and I believe I will receive it.

President Taft's Journey.

After spending a few days on his brother's

ranch in Texas, President Taft (p. 1019) spoke

twice at Corpus Christi on the 22d. In one of his

speeches lie is reported to have advocated policies

known to lie violently opposed by Speaker Can

non, and in the other to have pleaded for tolera

tion toward railroads. He was at Houston in the

forenoon of the 23d and at Dallas in the after

noon. Leaving Dallas after speaking at a ban

quet in the evening, he arrived in St. Louis on the

25th. In the afternoon of that day, after ad

dressing a large audience at the Coliseum, Mr.

Taft crossed over to East St. Louis, Illinois, where

he and Gov. Deneen spoke on the subject of a deep

water way from the Lakes to the Gulf. Upon re

turning to St. Louis later in the day he embarked

Fore-Shadows in Republican Politics.

Reports of bellicose allusions by President Taft

to Speaker Cannon's policies, are supplemented by

reports of speeches by Speaker Cannon. In an ad

dress before the Illinois Mayors' Association at

Elgin, on the 19th, he attacked Senators La Fol-

lette and Cummins, and Representative Fowler of

Xew Jersey. Of the two Senators, he said, repeat

ing it at the Union League Club in Chicago on

the 20th: "If they are Republicans, then I am not;

if I am a Republican, then they are not."

Municipal Campaign in New York.

Heated campaigning has been in progress in

Xew York (p. 1020) during the past week, all

the candidates—Gaynor, Bannard and Hearst—

being on the stump, and Wm. M. Ivins supple

menting Hearst.

+

A curious incident was reported in the dis

patches of the 19th. As it appeared in the Chi

cago Record-Herald of the 20th. it stated that

Mr. Hearst, through Mr. Ivins—

served notice on the Republican managers at 5:30

o'clock Saturday afternoon that unless William A.

Prendergast and John Purroy Mitchell, fusion nom

inees for Comptroller and President of the Board of

Aldermen, appeared with him at the Academy of

Music meeting in Brooklyn scheduled for that night

he would throw up the race and leave the Republi

cans to fight it out alone. The Republican managers

capitulated and Prendergast and Mitchell, unexpected,

appeared at the meeting.

Mr. Hearst's speeches, and also Mr. Ivius's, are di

rected principally at Judge Gaynor, with a view

to accomplishing his defeat.

Mr. Bannard's appeals are to the business in

terests.

*

In one of his principal speeches, that at Tam

many Hall on the 19th, Judge Gaynor asserted
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that he was not strictly a Tammany candidate, de

claring:

I asked no organization, no party to nominate me,

and I say to you now that I have made no promise

to any man or organization. If there is any one here

who believes I shall abandon my life record, why, 1

say, let him vote against me.

In view of the fact that the present opposition

to Gaynor among the fusionists and the Hearst

people to whom he was acceptable three months

ago, is that he has accepted' the nomination of

Tammany, the following from the New York

Realty Journal of the 16th is of general interest:

"Tammany" as a political organization was merged

in the Democracy of the City of New York on Janu

ary 1, 1898. A reference to act consolidating the

Greater New York and the new election laws will ver

ify the passing of "Tammany" as a political organiza

tion. The merging at different times of Irving Hall,

Apollo Hall, County Democracy and Mozart Hall In

the "Tammany" political organization ended those

organizations. The merging of "Tammany" as a po

litical-organization in the Democracy of the city of

New York ended "Tammany" as a political organiza

tion. Of course, every one knows that there was

never any connection between the "Tammany So

ciety," which is a non-political, charitable and pa

triotic society, and the old "Tammany" political

organization.

+ *

Municipal Election in Toledo.

Campaigning in Toledo (p. 9-18) is reported as

at white heat, with the betting ranging from 10

to 8 up to 2 to 1 in favor of the re-election of

Mayor Brand Whitlock. The principal issue is

the traction franchise.

A Unique Municipal Election.

Among the municipal elections that will have

been decided before another issue of The Public

appears is the election at Grand Junction, Colo

rado, under the new commission plan charter

(p. 925), which provides for preferential voting.

It will be the first election under that system any

where in the United States.

Six candidates have been nominated for Com

missioner of Public affairs (corresponding to

mayor), two for Commissioner of Finance and

Supplies, five for Commissioner of Highways,

three for Commissioner of Health and Civic

Beauty, and only one for Commissioner of Water

and Sewers. Each voter has three votes for each

office—first, second and third choice. A major

ity is necessary to elect; but the majority may he

made up of first choice votes, plus second choice,

plus third choice. Each voter has the right to

nominate on his ballot in writing if he prefers for

any office a person whose name is not printed as a

nominee. The system operates simultaneously as

a direct primary and an election. It is reported

to be popular with the voters of Grand Junction,

where everybody appears to be entering into the

spirit of it with enthusiasm.

* +

Municipal Election in Cleveland.

The Cleveland campaign (p. 99G), which open

ed on the side of Mayor Johnson and his support

ers on the 14th, was opened in behalf of the Re

publicans in a tent on the 18th, the mayoral

candidate, Mr. Baehr, being the principal speak

er. The settlement of the traction question ap

pears to have left Mr. Baehr without an issue, for

this was the issue upon which he had depended.

The tax question, now the principal issue, puts

him at a serious disadvantage. It arises over the

election of real estate appraisers. Ten candi

dates, five from each party, had been named by

citizens' associations as men who would be non

partisan in this service and who would command

"public confidence; and at the primaries the Demo

crats nominated all five of the Democrats so

named, whereas the Republicans nominated only

one of the Republicans so named, and instead of

the other four they nominated four machine poli

ticians. The principal speakers at the Johnson

meetings are Mayor Johnson, himself; Harris R.

Coolcy, who has become famous for his intelligent

ly humane administration of the department of

charities and corrections; Newton D. Baker, the

city solicitor, who has been Mayor Johnson's right

hand man in the legal department since he be

came Mayor; W. J. Springborn, another of his

faithful official supporters, a Republican

member of the City Council in his first

administration; and Peter Witt, originally

at the head of the Mayor's "tax school,"

the city tax commission that was legis

lated out of office, and since then the City Clerk.

The posted bets in Cleveland are heavily in favor

of Mavor Johnson's re-election.

The Traction Question in Cleveland.

The report of. the arbitration committee in the

Cleveland traction settlement (p. 1020), com

posed of City Solicitor Baker, S. H. Tolles and

ex-Judge Lawrence, having been accepted by the

Council on the 14th and by the company on the

15th, and all other questions in dispute having

been referred to Judge Tayler. the hearing before

Judge Tayler began on the 18th, with Horace

Andrews representing the company and Mayor

Johnson the city. The first question considered

was the valuation of the cars. It is still in process

of investigation.

Meanwhile the City Council received, on the
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18th, the proposed ordinance, with four blanks to

be filled in according to Judge Tayler's arbitral

award when it shall have been made. These four

points relate (1) to a dispute over the East Cleve

land connection; (2) to a question of interurban

connections; (3) to valuation of the plant, equip

ment, etc., as part of the capitalization on which

6 per cent profits are to be allowed ; and (4) to

the maximum rate of fare. ■ The low fare com

panies and the holding company have agreed to

accept this ordinance; it being understood that

Judge Tayler, in his award, shall indicate the ex

tent, in his judgment, to which the claims against

the holding company are "morally binding and

of such character that provision should be made

for meeting them, and also the method of making

such provision.'' The safety clause included in the

pending ordinance in accordance with the recom

mendation of Baker, Tolles and Lawrence as an

arbitration committee, provides, as reported bv

the Plain Dealer of the 15th that—

In the event that the section of the ordinance dealing

with rates of fare shall fail, including the submis

sion of the rates to arbitration, then the Council shall

have power, from time to time, to fix the rates, not

exceeding the maximum yet to be determined, but,

on the other hand, not to decrease it unless there

shall be a sum exceeding f500,000 in the interest fund.

It is further provided that this rate shall not impair

the ability of the company to earn sufficient money

to meet all expenses and pay 6 per cent dividends.

The committee's report also provides that in the

event the company refuses to turn its property over

to a purchaser, after the city decides that a licensee

shall purchase it, then the Council is given power to

forfeit the franchise. As to licensee the committee

report provides that the old company shall not be

required to relinquish its lines to the licensee unless

it agrees to accept a smaller return by at least one-

quarter of 1 per cent upon the capital stock of the

old company. In effect this would mean the new com

pany would earn but 5% per cent annual dividends

instead of 6. The licensee is further handicapped by

the fact that in bidding he is compelled to post a for

feit of $50,000 and to agree to buy the property of the

old company at 10 per cent premium upon the agreed

capital value, while the old company need not post a

forfeit in bidding to retain its lines.

The proposed ordinance was referred on the 18th

to the street railway committee, the committee of

the whole, and the Citv Solicitor.

North Pole Records

Commander Robert E. Peary's proof that he

leached the North Pole on April 6, 1909, with

his records and observations, w\is submitted on

the 20th to the National Geographical Society,

which has its headquarters at Washington, D. C.

The board of managers of the society has re

ferred the material, for examination and report, to

a sub-committee consisting of Henry Gannett,

chief geographer of the United States geologi

cal survey ; Hear Admiral Colby M. Chester, U. S.

N., and 0. H. Tittman, superintendent of the

United States coast and goedetic survey. Dr.

Frederick A. Cook expects to be able to submit his

North Pole proofs, records and observations to

the University of Copenhagen (to which body he

promised their first examination) in two months,

or less.

NEWS NOTES

—The National Purity Congress (p. 950) began its

annual session on the 18th at Burlington, Iowa.

—Maj.-Gen. E. S. Otis, U. S. A., retired, died

at Rochester, N. Y„ on the 21st, at the age of 71.

—Cesare Lombroso, the distinguished .psycholo

gist, died at Turin, Italy, on the 19th at the age of

73.

—United States Senator Martin N. Johnson of

North Dakota, died at Fargo on the 21st, at the

age of 59.

—Patrick McCarren, Democratic "boss'' of Brook

lyn, N. Y., died on the 23rd from the effects of a

surgical operation in a Brooklyn hospital.

—Widespread earthquakes were noted on the 21st

—in the Mt. Etna region in Italy, where one man

was killed; in Albany, N. Y., and Cleveland, Ohio.

And on the 23rd in Evansville, Ind. (p. 950).

—At the Dry Farming congress which opened

in Billings, Montana, oil the 25th, there were exhib

its of dry farming machinery and products, illus

trating this new industry for the utilization of arid

lands.

—Henry George's seventieth birthday was cele

brated in Adelaide, Australia, on the 16th of Septem

ber by the Single Tax League. The chairman was

W. H. Pope, and the commemorative address was

made by Harry S. Taylor.

—Samuel Alfred Orendorff of Springfield, one of

Governor Altgeld's staff, and a democratic Demo

crat, died at Springfield, 111., on the 22d, at the age

of 63. He was president of the Illinois Historical

Society at the time of his death.

—A decision of the Supreme Court of Ohio, ren

dered on the 19th, holds that public service fran

chises which do not specify a term either of limita

tion or in perpetuity, are not perpetual, but may be

terminated by either party at will.

—New York's "New Theater," situated at Central

Park West and 62nd street, said to be the most

beautifully appointed playhouse In the English-

speaking world, is to be opened on November 8, with

an elaborate revival of Shakespeare's "Antony and

Cleopatra."

—For the first time a wireless message calling for

help out at sea, has been received at Chicago. The

wireless office in the Auditorium Tower caught on

the night of the 12th a message sent out by the cap

tain of the steamer Antilles aground on the Bahama

islands.

—At the Illinois Federation of Labor, which met

at Belleville on the 19th, the woman's session on the
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20th was presided over by Mary E. McDowell, and

Raymond Robins spoke on the 10-hour law for

women. Edwin R. Wright was re-elected as presi

dent on the 22d.

—Among the resolutions adopted by the New York

City Federation of Women's Clubs last May at the

Hotel Astor was one offered by the Women's Henry

George League of New York city, which approved

"the measure to secure local option in taxation to

every tax raising community."

—An automobilist, Theodore C. Goetz, of Stam

ford, was convicted at Bridgeport, Conn., on the

14th, of involuntary manslaughter in causing the

death of Mrs. Sarah Howe, through what the Court

declared was "gross carelessness," and was sen

tenced by the jury to jail for one year.

—The wrecking by a bomb of a Japanese store in

Eureka, Cal., in the early morning of the 24th, may

produce international complications. The store had

been opened a few days previously by the

Tsuchiya Bros. The explosion demolished the store

front and broke the windows in a number of build

ings near by.

—Midweek lecture tours by Herbert S. Bigelow

within 500 miles of Cincinnati (Mondays to Fri

days inclusive) are announced by the Henry George

Lecture Association (F. H. Monroe, Palos Park,

III.) i beginning with January. There are to be

no Sunday engagements except one in January in

New York City.

—The revolutionists in Nicaragua (p. 1021) are

reported to be gaining ground. President Zelaya

lost the first battle of the revolution, fought* on the

22nd on the San Juan river, below Boca de San

Carlos. The government forces lost 100 killed and

300 wounded. The rebels captured two Krupp siege

guns and 400 rifles.

—Congressman W. B. McKinley of Illinois, repre

senting insurance interests in Canada, has bought

the Des Moines street car property and allied inter-

urbans for $6,500,000, and on the 23rd asked the city

for a twenty-flve year franchise under agreement to

expend $1,500,000 in improvements within the next

five years. He recently purchased the electric light

ing plant of the City of Des Moines.

—A resolution asking the legislature of Illinois

to enact a law giving to every city and village the

right to adopt by referendum the commission form

of government (p. 996) was adopted unanimously on

the 21st by the annual convention of Illinois mayors

in session at Elgin. Over 200 mayors of Illinois

cities were in attendance. An amendment com

mending the commission plan was voted down.

—Rufus W. Peckham, a Justice of the Supreme

Court of the United States, formerly of the New

York Court of Appeals, a son of Rufus W. Peckham

(also of the New York Court of Appeals, who was

drowned off the coast of France over thirty years

ago), a younger brother of the late Wheeler H.

Peckham, and an appointee of President Cleveland,

died near Albany, N. Y., on the 24th, at the age

of 71.

—Announcement was made on the 23rd from

Washington that the Rev. Charles Stelze will be re

ceived at the convention of the American Feder

ation of Labor at Toronto on the 8th, as a fraternal

delegate from the Federal Council of the Churches

of Christ in America—an organization comprising 33

Protestant denominations. It is the first instance

of official co-operation between the American Feder

ation of Labor and any religious body.

—Mrs. Emmeline G. Pankhurst, of the British

suffragette movement, who arrived in New York by

the Oceanic on the 20th, was welcomed in Boston

on the 21st with a procession from the railway sta

tion to the suffrage headquarters. She lectured in

Tremont Temple on the 22d, and was received on

the 25th at Carnegie Hall New York City by an

immense meeting held under the auspices of the

Equality League of Self-Supporting Women.

—Prince Ito, a foremost statesman of Japan,

Premier during the war with China, and first Jap

anese Resident-general in Korea when Japan forc

ibly took charge of that adjacent kingdom (p. 420),

was assassinated at Harbin, in Manchuria, on the

26th by a Korean, who fired several shots, killing the

Prince and wounding his secretary, and the Japanese

consul-general at Harbin, and the president of the

southern Manchurian railway.

—News dispatches of the 15th from New York

reported the absorption of Everybody's Magazine

by the Butterick Publishing Company. It wan

stated that there would be no change in the staff,

but that in magazine circles it was believed that

hereafter Everybody's would be conducted on more

conservative lines. The transaction has given rise

to questions as to the probability of a suppression

or mutilation of Judge Lindsey's autobiography.

—Meetings of the industrial education committee

of the American Federation of Labor, appointed at

the Denver convention last ye^r (vol. xi, p. 829).

have been held at Washington during the past

week, and a report is in preparation for presenta

tion to the convention at Toronto next month.

Among the members of the committee are John

Mitchell, Samuel Gompers, Frank Morrison, Agnes

Nestor, Mrs. Raymond Robins, John B. Lennon, the

United States Commissioner of Labor, and the

Rev. Charles Stelze.

—Judge Edward Osgood Brown will be tendered

a complimentary dinner on the 13th at 6:30, at Kim

ball's cafe, 143 Monroe street, Chicago, under the

auspices of the Henry George Lecture Association,

and as a welcome home from his trip to England,

where he had special advantages for observing the

land question fight in British politics. Ex-Mayor

Dunne will preside and Bishop Charles D. Williams

of Detroit, is announced as one of the speakers. The

price of sittings is 75 cents, and reservations may

be made of F. H. Monroe, Palos Park, 111.

—The vacant lot gardening undertaken in Chi

cago last spring (pp. 326, 688) has proved such a

distinct success that next year nineteen more acres

are to be added to the twenty worked this year.

Mrs. Laura Dainty Pelham who Is an active officer

of the Chicago City Gardens Association, tells this

of one boy who has to work in a store all day:

"On Sundays his mother brought him out to help

in the garden, but whenever he reached the fresh

air and touched the soft, spongy earth, he fell

asleep. All of his leisure he spent out there asleep,
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and at the end of the summer had gained ten

pounds."

—Wadai, the last Mohammedan stronghold in the

Soudan, has succumbed to a small French force.

The news _ is thus commented on by the Chicago

Tribune: "A protectorate is the first step and com

plete absorption the second. That has been the

fate of Wadai, a territory with an area of 170,000

square miles and a population of 2,000,000. It lies

between Lake Chad and the basin of the Nile. It

forms a part of the vast region south of the Sa

hara, which by agreement between France and

Great Britain is to be exploited by the former."

—Dispatches of the 22d from Dresden state that

the Conservative party in the Saxony Diet has

been shattered by sweeping victories of the Social

ists at the elections of the 21st. "Out of thirty-four

definite elections to the Diet," according to these

reports, "sixteen of the chosen members are Social

ists, while the Conservatives have fourteen and the

National-Liberals four. The Conservatives are en

titled to take part in only seventeen re-ballots. The

Socialists will enter fifty-three reballots, the

National-Liberals twenty-nine and the moderate

Radicals nine."

—John Z. White, who is now on a lecture tour to

the Pacific coast (p. 973), is announced to fill the

following engagements for November: 1 and 2, Cal

gary, and 3 to 8, Edmondton, Alberta; 10 to 12.

Summerland, 13 and 14, Kamloops, 15 to 19, Van

couver, and 20 to 24, Victoria, British Columbia; and

25 to 30, Seattle, Washington. Abstracts of Mr.

White's lectures are furnished free by Frederick H.

Monroe, Palos Park, 111. The subjects are "Direct

Legislation," "Public Ownership of Public Utilities,"

"Sources of Municipal Corruption," "The Dartmouth

College Case," "Government by Injunction," "Com

petition the Only Just Distributor," "Free Trade,"

"Henry George and His Philosophy," "The Single

Tax," "The French Revolution of 1789," "The Des

Moines Plan of Commission Government for Cities,"

"Robert Burns," "Municipal Revenues," "The Dig

nity of Labor," and "How to Prevent Strikes."

—Judge Carpenter of Chicago, has refused in

junctions against the enforcement of the 10-hour

day law for women in six cases on the application

of manufacturers to be made parties to the Ritchie

suit (p. 889, 902) in which an injunction was is

sued by Judge Tuthill; and Judge Tuthill has de

fended his action in a letter to a Federation of

Women's Clubs, saying that his decision was

"almost pro forma," since he had followed a de

cision of the Supreme Court of the State. Mean

while the Pastoral Union of the Illinois Baptist

State convention, in session at Galesburg, responded

on the 19th to an appeal of the Chicago Federation

of Labor to the churches, in resolutions unanimously

adopted in which they say: "We express our

heartfelt interest in this call of our brothers of the

Chicago Federation of Labor for our assistance, and

pledge them our co-operation in their noble fight

for shorter hours of toil for the women and girls of

Illinois."

—The seventieth birthday of Henry George was

commemorated by the Scottish League for the Tax

ation of Land Values with a meeting at the League's

rooms at 13 Dundas street, Glasgow, on the evening

of September 2. Mr. Alexander Mackendrick, the

President, occupied the chair, and Mr. William Cas-

sels delivered an address on "Henry George and Pol

itics," in the course of which he said of "the Acad

emic Liberals" that, "nurtured in Universities, they

could never forgive Henry George for the fact that

his works were sold and read by the thousand, while

theirs lay musty and dusty in the libraries. To these

men the University, their Alma Mater, is all in all.

It teaches the beginning and the end of things, and

is the open sesame to class and culture. Henry

George, a man of the people, like John Stuart Mill,

Thomas Henry Buckle, and many other great writers

and thinkers, owed nothing to professors. His edu

cation was derived from the Universe, from things

seen and heard in the course of his varied experi

ence as sailor, printer, gold-digger, editor, journalist

and writer."

PRESS OPINIONS

William Randolph Hearst.

The Sacramento Bee (dem. Dem.), Oct. 11.—In

California, where Hearst's political treachery is well

known and understood, no surprise has been excited.

There would have been surprise, here, however, had

Hearst stood by his pledges to Gaynor.

* +

Free Speech in Philadelphia.

The (St. Louis) Mirror (ind.), Oct. 14.—I have

heard Miss Goldman speak several times and

have read many reports of her speeches, as well as

her own writings, in her paper, Mother Earth, and

I don't discover that there is much difference be

tween what she advocates and agitates and the gen

eral principles of the fathers of the Republic who

formulated the theory of our government in Phila

delphia somewhat more than a century ago. She

does not advocate arson or assassination. She as

serts the rights of man. I cannot see that she is

more of an enemy to society than was Ralph Waldo

Emerson in many of his essays or than Henry D.

Thoreau was when he insisted upon the duty of dis

obedience to authority. But, even if Emma Gold

man preached revolution, she had a right to preach

it. There is no law to prevent her preaching it.

There is plenty of law to punish her after such

preachment for the consequences of her preach

ment. There is no law authorizing restriction of

tree speech, but every free speaker is held respon

sible for the results of misuse of such freedom.

Therefore, when the police prevent Emma Gold

man from speaking her views, whatever those views

may be, the police are guilty of a lawless act and

are themselves the anarchists.

*

New York Press (Rep.), Oct. 19.—A decision

made by the Court of Common Pleas in Philadel

phia last week practically bars Emma Goldman

from speaking in that city. She and Professor

Ferrer are two very different characters. She is

certainly far less deeply related to the life of this

country than were Professor Ferrer and his activl- '
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ties to the life of Spain. And yet her experience in

Philadelphia, and the recent decision of Judge

Willson denying her request for an injunction re

straining the police from prohibiting her lectures,

point to tendencies in this country which may

eventually lead to events somewhat similar to those

in Spain. ... If the liberty-loving individual will

tolerate the oppression of Emma Goldman, or any

one else, on account of her opinions, no matter how

false they may be, the time may come when many

more of us may be oppressed for our opinions by

an authority which we have allowed to become

tyrannical.

* *

Free Speech in Los Angeles.

Sacramento Bee (dem. Dem.), Oct. 11.—The au

thorities are Russianizing this country altogether

too much when they break up a meeting of Spanish-

speaking socialists in Los Angeles, and not only jail

some of the speakers, but even refuse to permit

their wives to see them in the prison, where they

are to be kept until President Taft has left that city.

And their offense? Only that they have vigorously

protested, as they had a right to protest, against

President Taft "consenting to meet Porfirio Diaz,

who was described as the despot and patriot-killer

of Mexico." It makes no difference what any man

thinks about Porfirio Diaz—whether he recognizes

him as the greatest friend Mexico ever had. That

should not prohibit any other man not only from

holding a diametrically opposite opinion, but from

expressing it at his pleasure. To deny that right

in this free country is to spit upon the Constitution

and to trample upon the laws. To jail individuals

for such an expression is an infamous public out-

rage—an outrage that should not be tolerated. If

men of Mexican birth are to be throttled and jailed

in this alleged free country for daring to vent their

heated opinions of Porfirio Diaz, the spectacle may

soon be witnessed of the incarceration of men of

German birth for denouncing Emperor Wilhelm as

a tyrant, and men of Irish birth for taking tne name

of King Edward in vain. Worse than that: For

if lips can be padlocked and tongues silenced on

such matters, what in the name of common sense

is to prevent the stern hand of the Law from chok

ing a citizen who dares to assert that the rotund

President, so complacent, so jolly, so companionable

. to the sight and to the hearing, is really at heart a

very dangerous man to the people, in the Presiden

tial chair, as he is a very "weak sister" easily man

aged by the vested interests?

*

Cleveland Press (ind.), Oct. 23.—"When good fel

lows get together," as the President of the glorious

United States Republic and the President of the

inglorious Mexican Republic were about to do, no

opportunity should be left open for squealing of the

common herd, be they Mexican or American. There

are amenities. It's proper to boom Aldrich or boost

a central bank scheme; but to jail with obstreper

ous folks who think they are oppressed and think

they have rights!

* +

British Politics

The Liverpool Daily Post and Mercury (Lib.), Oct.

9.—There is no mistaking any issue when Mr.

Churchill speaks. He tells the Lords that if they

rush into the ^constitutional outrage of rejecting

the Budget, the ensuing conflict will have been of

their own seeking. The Government make no over

tures and will accept no compromise where the con

trol of the national purse is concerned. To remove

that control from the House of Commons would be

to tamper with the keystone of our constitutional

fabric, and Mr. Winston Churchill gives the House of

Lords credit for sufficient common sense to enable

them to avoid a revolution which would throw the

economic arrangements of the whole country into

irremediable confusion.

The (London) Daily News (Lib.), Oct. 11.—Sud

denly a great issue is again placed before the coun

try—an issue coming home to people's lives and un

derstandings—and see what a power the political

speech has again become! We do not limit the im

portance of the change to one side in the party con

flict. Lord Rosebery's speech and Mr. Balfour's

were studied as eagerly by us all, and, we suppose,

with as great admiration among their followers,

while every one enjoyed the added interest of guess

ing at their hidden meanings. But so far Mr. L'.oyd

George's Budget speeches stand at the summit of

recent achievement, and they have certainly com

manded the wider audience. The Limehouse speech

has been read by millions; the Newcastle speech

was published verbatim by most of the Sunday

papers yesterday, and probably appears verbatim in

all the morning papers to-day. In pamphlet form

its later circulation will undoubtedly be enormous.

At no time in the history of this or, we suppose, of

any other country,—not even in the days of the Mid

lothian campaign—has the political speech played

such a part.

* +

The Influence of the Epithet.

Chicago Record-Herald (ind. Rep.), Oct. 25.—To

shout "Socialism! Socialistic!" is no longer to

throw millions Into panic. In England, for example,

the Tories have tried to discredit the Asquith gov

ernment by describing most of its measures—outside

of the Budget even—as "socialistic." But the

"scare" has not scared anybody. Even the Lords

have unanimously advanced one of the "worst"

measures of the "socialist" government headed by

Asquith and represented by men like Morley, Hal-

dane and Grey. The sensible are aware that the

Tories would not repeal, and have not even fought,

a single one of the awful "socialist" concessions f,or

which the Ministry is assailed—the old age pensions,

the development of agriculture and good roads, af

forestation, etc. If the Liberal ministry is socialis

tic, the alternative Tory ministry would be socialis

tic. Measures and men must now be judged on Yheir

merits and in the light of facts. Epithets, labels and

"scare names" are not as effective as they used

to be.

* *

Lloyd-George's Newcastle Speech.

The Liverpool Daily Post and Mercury (Lib.),

Oct. 11.—There certainly is a soul of good temper in

the author of the Budget. His imperturable unpro-

vokeableness gives him great advantage in debate,
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and scarcely less advantage on the platform. There,

after long abstinence from oratory, his "plain talk"

with a great sympathetic audience reviews the whole

discussion and the whole situation, clothing "the

soul" of his great reform of finance with a visible

body of justice and progress, the movement and

healthy hues of which can be appreciated by all the

world. The least enthusiastic of reformers must

perceive in the great purpose of national financial

common sense which by moderate degrees the Bud

get of the Government embodies, a yet more trench

ant idea of national redress.

An Epoch-Making Sentence.

The Commoner (Dem.), Oct. 22.—Lloyd George,

Chancellor of the Exchequer, has coined an epoch-

making sentence in his denunciation of the House of

Lords for their opposition to trie Budget. He asks:

"Why make ten thousand owners of the soil, and

all the rest trespassers in the land of their birth?"

The speech is said to have made a tremendous sen

sation and well it might! No wonder it was tele

graphed all over England and caused the papers to

issue extra editions. It sounds like the warnings

uttered by the Gracchi, when in the declining days of

Rome they were pleading eloquently for their dis

inherited countrymen. Let us hope that the plea

of Lloyd George may not be in vain.

Lloyd George in Russia.

New York World (ind. Dem.), Oct. 18.—The Rus

sian government evidently regards Mr. Lloyd George

as no better than a revolutionary. His recent re

marks about British dukes have so horrified the cen

sor at St. Petersburg that he has suppressed the re

ports of the speech of the Chancellor of the Ex

chequer at Newcastle. Fortunately Mr. Lloyd

George is not a subject of the Czar, or he might be

arrested for sedition, like Tolstoy's publisher. But

while Russian newspaper readers are not to be per

mitted to peruse the utterances of the British Chan

cellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Lloyd George's friends

"the dukes," have gained a new ally. The next time

the Duke of Marlborough or the Duke of Northum

berland or the Duke of Bedford writes to the Lon

don Times to protest against the iniquity of the state

compelling them to pay taxes on their lands, they

can cite the stand of the Russian censor. If that

does not justify the Peers in throwing out the Bud

get, what will?

+ +

Enemies of Property.

G. K. Chesterton in London Daily News.—If

there should happen to exist in the world a class of

persons who made their pile out of the pillage of

churches and abbeys, who increased it systematic

ally for four centuries by the moving of fences, the

falsification of boundarfes, the enclosure of fields,

who in our own time have been eagerly to the fore

in every scheme for snatching remote territories

or exploiting independent peoples, then these I

think may positively and correctly be called the

enemies of property.

RELATED THINGS

CONTRIBUTIONS AND REPRINT

IN MEMORIAM—FRANCISCO FERRER.

Shot to Death in the Montjuich Fortress at Barcelona,

October 13, 1909.

By Langdon Everard, in the London Labour Leader

of October 16, 1909.

So they have shot him down.

O bloody ghouls,

Whose sanguined claws have pinioned Freedom's

throat,

Dance ye, exultant, o'er his broken corse,

And shriek your triumph to the shuddering winds:

"Ferrer is dead, and Freedom dies with him!"

Land of the Blessed Virgin! Valorous Spain!

Upon thy brow there rot the withered bays

Of mighty conquests.

This were mightier still,

O Spain! Wilt thou not hug it to thy heart,

This valorous, bloodspilt victory of thine?

Let Spain's cathedrals ring with fervid thanks

Unto Almighty God, who saw this thing.

Delay not, O most Christian King and Court!

Let ye and yours keep festival to-day;

The morrow carries in her hand a sword!

Ferrer is dead, and Freedom leaps again

To glorious surging life.

This one man's death

Shall ope the lock-gates and the pent up tide

Of Liberty shall sweep throughout the land

And cleanse thee, Spain, from this foul, blood

stained brood!

+ * +

MORE ABOUT THE "WARRENS-

VILLE IDEA."

From an Account of a Visit to Warrensville,* Pub

lished in the Cleveland Press of October 13. •

Over the door of the old couples' cottage at the

Warrensville Infirmary is painted a motto that,

strikes one like a breath-catching line of poetrv or

a pathetic picture:

It is better to lose money than to lose love.

This is the only infirmary in the country in

which aged couples are allowed to live together.

Elsewhere the husband and wife come together to

the poorhouse; the husband enters through one

door, the wife through another.

The visitor comes to the cottage. Calls are being

paid from one spotless room to another. No surly

silence here ! There is a chattering of community

gossip and smiles and cackling laughter. A wife's

•See Publics of September 10, page S80, and September

17, paee 904..
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wrinkled hand helps a tottering foot up the slight

doorstep.

The visitor sees this—the happiness here—and

then the motto : "It is better to lose money than to

lose love."

It is dramatic. One feels like breaking into ap

plause for the man who thought to write it there.

What comfort have those words brought to many

a despairing heart!

More than one visitor who has ridden to the

infirmary in his own automobile has read that

sentence and turned blindly away, for life has

seemed suddenly empty for him.

SPEECH OF LLOYD GEORGE THAT

WAS CENSORED IN RUSSIA.

Portions of a Speech Made at Newcastle by Lloyd

George, the British Chancellor. From the

Manchester Guardian of October

11, 1909.*

The Financial Bill is through all its most trou

blesome stages, and it has emerged out of its forty

days and forty nights—(laughter)—in the wil

derness—(laughter)—rather strengthened and

improved. We have made alterations and modi

fications. You cannot apply any great principles

or set of principles without necessary hardships.

We have done our best to meet every hard case

that was presented to us— (hear, hear),—done

our best and done it amidst the taunts of the very

people who pressed them upon us whenever we

listened to them—(laughter)—as I have had to

do for five months—five months' hard labor. . . .

Although we have made alterations and modi

fications, the bill in its main structure remains.

—(Hear, hear.) All the taxes are there.—

(Laughter.)

What is the chief charge against the Budget by

its opponents? That it is an attack on industry

and an attack on property. I am going to dem

onstrate to you that it is neither. (Cheers.) It

is very remarkable that since this attack on in

dustry was first promulgated in the House of

Commons trade has improved.—(Hear, hoar.)

It is beginning to recover from the great crash

which first of all came from America, the coun

try of higli tariffs— (hear,hear)—and it has im

proved steadily.

Only one stock has gone down badly. There

has been a great slump in dukes.— (Laughter and

cheers.) These used to stand rather high in the

market—(laughter),—especially in the Tory mar

ket; but the Tory press has discovered that they

are of no value.— (Laughter.) They have been

•This Is the speech the telegraphic reports of which

wer- "oppressed by the Russian censor as too revolu

tionary for Russia. See The Public of October 22, page

1020.

making speeches recently. One specially expen

sive duke made a speech, and all the Tory press

said: "Well, now, really, is that the sort of

thing we are spending £250,000 a year upon?"

Because a fully equipped duke costs as much to

keep up as two Dreadnoughts (laughter),—and

they are just as great a terror—(renewed laugh

ter),—and they last longer.—(More laughter.)

... As long as they were contented to. be mere

idols on their pedestals, preserving that stately

silence which became their rank and their intelli

gence— (laughter)—all went well, and the aver

age British critizen rather looked up to them, and

said to himself, "Well, if the worst comes to the

worst for this old country, we have always got

the dukes to fall back on." (Laughter.) But

then came the Budget. They stepped off their

perch. They have been scolding like omnibus

drivers, purely because the Budget cart has

knocked a little of the gilt off their old stage

coach.—(Laughter.) Well, we cannot put them

back again. That is the only property that has

gone down badly in the market. All the rest has

improved. The prospects of trade are better, and

that is the result of a great agitation which de

scribes the Budget as an attack on industry and

on property. . . .

The chief objection of the great landlords to

this Budget lies in the fact that it has got valua

tion proposals.—(Hear, hear.) Why do they ob

ject to valuation? I will tell you why. It goes

to the very root of all things, the land question.

—(Hear, hear.) There has never been a public

undertaking in this country, municipal, state, or

industrial, there has never been an enterprise, a

commercial one, but what the landlord has gen

erally secured anything from four to forty times

as much for the value of the land as its agri

cultural price. And when I come along and sav,

"Here, gentlemen, you have escaped long enough.

— (Cheers.) It is your turn now," . . . they

say to me: "You are a thief— (laughter);—

you are worse, you are an attorney— (loud laugh

ter) ;—worst of all, you are a Welshman."'—(Re

newed laughter and cheers.) That always is the

crow-ning epithet. Well, gentlemen, I don't apol

ogize—(hear, hear),—and I don't mind telling

you that if I could I would not.— (Cheers.) I

am proud of the little land among the hills.—

(Cheers.) But there is one thing I should like

to say whenever they hurl my nationality at my

head. I say to them: "You Unionists—(loud

laughter and cheers),—hypocrites, pharisees. you

are the people who in every peroration'*—well not

in every case; they have only got one—(laughter)

—"always talk about our being one kith and kin

throughout the Empire, and yet if any man dares

to aspire to any position, if he does not belong to

the particular nationality which you have digni

fied by choosing your parents from—(laughter

and cheers)—you have no use for him." Well,
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they have got to stand the Welshman this time.—

(Cheers.) . . .

Landlords have no nationality. Their char

acteristics are cosmopolitan.—(Laughter.) This

ease was given me the other day from Yorkshire

of all places in the world, as it illustrates practi

cally every tax which I propose in my Budget. If

you can stand it I will tell you this story— ("Go

on"),—and as I have it on the authority of the

managing director of the concern—well, he is re

sponsible. It is the story of a district in York

shire which four or five years ago was purely agri

cultural, really agricultural, receiving half its

rates as agricultural land from your taxes and

mine.-—(Hear, hear.) There was not a village

within four miles of it, not an industry, not a

factory, not a coal mine; and some very enterpris

ing mining investors came along and said : "We

think there's coal here." They went to the land

lord and said, "Will you allow "us to dig for coal

here?" and he said, "For a consideration, of

course.''—(Laughter.) "Quite a trifle, only six

pence;" and he said "Certainly." So he allowed

them to do it. He said, "I will only charge you

sixpence a ton on all the coal that comes up."

They said. "What about the surface?" "Oh,

certainly, I will sell you any surface land you

want for the purpose for a consideration."

"Well, what do you want?" they said. "You are

receiving now los. Gd. an acre. What will you

want from us?" "Well," he said, "£4 an acre."

Then they said to him, "We must bring workmen

here, and as there are no cottages we shall have

to build them, and we propose building a model

village," said these mining investors. And they

have built one of the most beautiful model vil

lages in the kingdom.—(Hear, hear.) And they

said, "Will you allow us to build a few cottages?"

"Certainly," he said. "I shall want a small re

turn— [laughter] £G or £10 an acre." Quite mod

erate, and I am not holding him up to pillory

him. This landlord is really a most moderate

landlord. The land was at 15s. 6d., and he

charges £10. Well, that is only eighteen times

the value of the land. I can give you eases where

landlords have charged 30, 40, even 100 times the

value of the land. This man has been most mod

erate—only 18 times its value. Then he said to

them, "There is the fish pond rather near yo\ir

model village. I don't think it will be worth

much afterwards, whatever it's worth now, so T

think you had better take it." They said, "All

right, it will be rather good sport to fish either

for trout or tadpoles"—(laughter),—and ho said,

"I am getting £1 for it now. I will let you have

it for eighteen guineas a year, cheap."—(Laugh

ter.) They started. They spent half a million

without knowing what would happen. It was a

real speculation, a real risk. They took it on,

speculated half a million, discovered the coal, and

the landowner is getting royalties now at the rate

of nearly £20,000 per annum. He is getting, in

addition to the £4 per annum for every acre of

land on the surface used by the colliery, £6 to

£10 per annum per acre for all the cottages. Then

he charges £4 per annum for tipping rubbish and

£10 per annum for workmen's cottages, and he is

making a good thing out of it—making a very

good thing out of it.— (Laughter.) Now, re

cently, as they are prospering and getting more

and more coal, in a very short time they will be

paying £40,000 per annum for this land for the

royalties alone, the landlord never having spent a

penny upon it. . . .

Now where does my Budget come in?—(Laugh

ter.) It comes in rather late, I admit. It ought

to have come in in one of the earlier chapters ;

still it comes in soon enough to give the story a

happy ending.— (Laughter.) When the £40,000

royally comes, 5 per cent for the first time will

come to the state.—("Hear, hear," and a voice.

"Too little.") The land outside, the land which

is nominally agricultural land, but which is really

now valuable building land, will pay a halfpenny

in the pound. When it is sold we will get 20

per cent on the increase—(hear, hear),—and

when the landlord passes away to another sphere

—(laughter)—we shall then get the dead rent—

(loud laughter)—20 per cent on the increase.

More than that, we have had another little pro

vision. We have considered his case thoroughly.

—(Laughter.) When these cottages fall in and

his heir comes and walks in for the whole of this

beautiful model village—this model landlord of a

model village—the state will then under this Budg

et say, "Yen- well ; if you really must take all

that property I think we had better get a toll of

10 per cent off it." At any rate we shall be able

to do something for the people who live in these

cottages. We have got another little provision.

He has only leased one scam of coal. They have

discovered, I think, four seams. Some day the

other three seams will probably be leased, and

then—the 5 per cent only applies to existing col

lieries, but we have got a special provision

for future collieries— (laughter)—we shall

then ask from him not 5 per cent of the royalty

but 20 per cent.—(Loud cheers.) Where is the

injustice there?—(Cries of "None.") I agree

with you.—(Laughter.) I have been listening to

criticism for five months, and they could not point

out a single injustice in it; they simply scolded

at large.

We are going to send the bill up—all the taxes

or none.—(Loud and prolonged cheers.) What

will the Lords do?—(Laughter.) I tell you

frankly it is a matter which concerns them far

more than it concerns us.—(Hear, hear.) The

more irresponsible and feather-headed amongst

them—(laughter)—want to throw it out; but

what will the rest do? It will depend on the

weather.—(Laughter.) There are some who are
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not fair weather sailors, and they will go on; but

poor Lord Lansdowne—(laughter),—with his

creaky old ship and his mutinous crew ! There

he is ; he has got to sail through the narrows with

one eye on the weather glass— (laughter)—and

the other on the forecastle.—(More laughter.) It

does not depend on him. It will depend in the

first place probably on the country. The most

important gentleman in the business is not Lord

Lansdowne with all his adroit management of

the House of Lords, not even Mr. Balfour with

his invaluable services to his party; the real sail

ing master is Sir Arthur Acland-Hood, the Chief

Whip of the Tory party, and that Ancient Mari

ner—(laughter)—is engaged at the present mo

ment trying to decide whether it is safe tc shcot

the albatross.—(More laughter.) He will prob

ably not discover it until too late. But still this

is the great Constitutional party, and if there is

one thing more than another better established

about the British Constitution it is this, that the

Commons and the Commons alone have the com

plete control of supply and ways and means.—

(Hear, hear.) And what our fathers established

through centuries of struggle and of strife, even

of bloodshed, we are not going to be traitors to.—

(Loud cheers.)

Who talks about altering and meddling with

the Constitution? The constitutional party—

the great constitutional party!—(Laughter.) As

long as the Constitution gave rank and possession

and power it was not to be interfered with; as

long as it secured even their sports from intrusion

and made interference with them a crime ; as long

as the Constitution enforced royalties and ground

rents, and fees and premiums, and fines, and all

the black retinue of exaction; as long as it show

ered writs, and summonses, and injunctions, and

distresses, and warrants to enforce them, then the

Constitution was inviolate. It was sacred; it wras

something that was put in th» same category as

religion, that no man ought to touch, and some

thing that the chivalry of the nation ought to

range in defense of. But the moment the Con

stitution looks round, the moment the Constitu

tion begins to discover that there are millions of

people outside the park gates who need attention

—(hear, hear)—then the Constitution is to be

torn to pieces.

Let them realize what they are doing.—

(Cheers.) They are forcing a revolution.—

(Hear, hear, and a voice: "And they will get

it.") But the Lords may decree a revolution

which the people will direct.— (Cheers.) If they

begin, issues will be raised that they little dream

of.—(Cheers.) Questions will be asked which

are now whispered in humble voices, and answers

will be demanded then with authority. The ques

tion will be asked why five hundred men, ordinary

men — (laughter) — chosen accidentally from

among the unemployed— (laughter)—should over

ride the judgment—the deliberate judgment

—of millions of people who are engaged in the

industry which makes the wealth of the country.

— (Hear, hear.) That is one question. '

Another will be, Who ordained that a few should

have the land of Britain as a perquisite; who

made ten thousand people owners of the soil and

the rest of us trespassers in the land of our birth?

—(Cheers.) -Who is responsible for the scheme

of things whereby one man is engaged through

life in grinding labor to win a. bare and precari

ous subsistence for himself, and when at the end

of his days he claims at the hands of the commu

nity he served a poor pension of eightpence a day,

he can only get it through a revolution ; and an

other man who does not toil receives every hour

of the day, every hour of the night, whilst he

slumbers, more than his poor neighbor receives

in a whole year of toil ?—(Shame.)

Where did the table of that law come from ?

Whose finger inscribed it? These are the ques

tions that will be asked. The answers are charged

with peril for the order of things the Peers repre

sent, but they are fraught with rare and refresh

ing fruit for the parched lips of the multitude

who have been treading the dusty road along

which the people have marched through the dark

ages which are now emerging into the light.

+ + +

FRANK PARSONS AS AN IDEALIST

AND AS AN APOSTLE OF FUN

DAMENTAL DEMOCRACY.*

An Address Delivered Before the Frank Parsons Club,

at the Civic Service House, Salem Street, Boston,

on the Night ©f September 26th, by B. O.

Flower, Editor of the Twentieth

Century Magazine.

I wish to consider for a few minutes the life

of Professor Parsons as an idealist and a funda

mental democrat, in counter-distinction to that of

a sordid materialist and self-seeking reactionary.

There comes an hour in the life of every man

gifted with the splendid mental powers possessed

by Professor Parsons, when he must make a des

tiny-determining choice,—a time when he reaches

the parting of the ways. I remember very distinctly

some conversations I had with him many years

ago. He was then a Professor in the Boston Uni

versity School of Law and a legal text-book

writer for one of the largest legal publishing

houses in the country. He had many demands for

his services that would have brought him in a

large monetary return ; while, on the other hand,

the cause of pure, free and just government called

him to be her champion.

He saw that conditions were rife in city, State

and nation, not only destructive to democratic gov-

•See' The Public, vol. xl, pp. 630, 637, 681.



1052 Twelfth Volume

The Public

ernment, but, also, which were more and more

placing the wealth-creating millions at the com

plete mercy of privileged classes, and which were

tending to snatch the opportunities offered by a

republic based on equal rights for all and special

privileges for none, from the grasp of ambitious

but poor young men and women. I well remem

ber his saying:

"I have an order for five text-books, and other

offers that would mean considerable money in my

pocket; but if I give up my time to these things,

I must give up this other work which we both

feel to be so necessary."

Here was the critical moment when he was

compelled to decide; here the appeal to the ego.

Here were money, the applause of conventionalism,

place and power, casting their lure before him and

pointing to a flower-strewn highway of ease; while

duty, the high demand of freedom, of pure, just

and free government, beckoned him up the rugged

steeps. ' He did not hesitate, because to him the

voice of duty was ever a divine call. He was above

all an idealist, a lover of his fellow-men, and a

firm believer in the fundamental principles of

democracy.

The thinker who works for the advancement of

humanity—the upliftment of his fellowmen—

never dies. His influence becomes a part of the

heritage of civilization, giving an added momen

tum to the upward sweep of life. The idealist

who is true to the vision leaves behind him a

magic spell as eternal as it is inspiring. Of the

egoist or the man under the compulsion of the

lust for power, the lust for gold or the lust of

self-gratification, that is not true, for instead of

radiating life and helpfulness, he absorbs some

thing of the sustenance or the sunshine, the hope

and the joy that rightfully belong to others. The

idealist lives. The egoist may fill a large place

in the thought of the world for a year, a decade,

a generation, but when he goes he leaves no trail

ing cloud of glory to light the pathway of on

coming generations.

Now, what were the great ideals that inspired

Professor Parsons? What the perils Ire beheld

that were so grave and deadly in character that he

unhesitatingly abandoned a career that promised

wealth and popularity, to battle for the people

and lead the leaderless? What the high interest

that mv.de him unreservedly sink all thought of

self in service for others?

Briefly, these: The pillar of fire that went be

fore him was the ideal of a perfected democratic

society, in which freedom, justice and fraternity

should form the web and woof of civic, business

and individual life. The peril he saw on every

hand was the determined advance of a new and

sinister despotism—a despotism that destroyed the

hopes, the happiness and the idealism of the peo

ple, enslaving their bodies while undermining the

moral integrity of the nation.

In the Middle Ages, our Western civilization lay

under the mastership of a feudalism of force.

There were the earls, the lords and the barons,

supported by their retainers, who fought their

battles: while the great multitude of serfs nour

ished, fed and clothed the privileged classes.

Now Professor Parsons—the philosophic stu

dent of history and practical political economist—

beheld in American society today a repetition of

history on another plane. Here great privilege-

seeking classes had become organized so as to con

trol the natural monopolies, the nerves and arterial

organism of city, State and nation, and the great

sources of wealth, so that they were able to subtly

enslave the people, exploiting the armies of wealth-

creators for their own immense enrichment

The battle was in essence the same as that which

marked the feudalism of force, but the weapons

were different. The present feudalism was one

in which craft, cunning and corrupt practice were

employed as the chief weapons; and the retainers

of the new commercial barons were the lawyers,

whose brilliant intellect was companioned by a

moral obliquity that made them willing to prosti

tute their high gifts and talents in the cause of

injustice, for the benefit of the privileged few

and against the interests of the many. And this

new feudalism, finding it necessary to control

government, had united with corrupt political

bosses, supplied with ample capital from privilege-

seeking interests, and was thus able to defeat the

ends of pure and just government and further

the interests of the real rulers or masters,—the

leading spirits in the feudalism of privileged

wealth.

Professor Parsons was nothing if not a funda

mental thinker. In the presence of these perils

he saw the necessity for prompt action which

should, in the first place, bring the government

back into the hands of the people, and, in the sec

ond place, give to the nation or the people at

large, the benefits of the enormous revenues yielded

by the natural monopolies. He knew that in a

democratic republic, the people are supposed to

be the sovereigns, the officials merely their serv

ants, appointed to represent them and carry out

their wishes and desires; but that under the new

order, the political bosses and the commercial

magnates, with their aids and retainers, had suc

ceeded in replacing the democratic ideal by the

old class ideal, making the government responsive

to interested classes instead of to the people, and

thus a misrepresentative instead of a representa

tive government.

And Professor Parsons found that in Direct-

legislation through the Intiative and Referendum,

the people had a simple yet wonderfully efficient

means for meeting the changed conditions of the

present and making the government again truly

representative. He knew that wherever Direct-

legislation had been honestly and faithfully intro
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duced, it had not only proved effective in re-estab

lishing a democratic government truly representa

tive of the wishes of the people, but it had also

dealt a death blow to the corrupt conditions that

were undermining the moral integrity of individ

ual as well as national life. Hence he labored

unceasingly, devoting his splendid ability to awak

ening the people to the importance of this great

and fundamental demand of the hour.

His investigations proved to him that the chief

immediate source of corruption in government and

one of the major bulwarks of monopoly and com

mercial despotism, was to be found in the private

ownership of public utilities. He therefore be

came one of the leading if not the leading and

most authoritative voice in America, in favor of

public ownership of all such natural monopolies

as the telegraph and telephone, the railways and

the municipal utilities.

Knowing that object lessons are of more value

than abstract theories, he placed before the Ameri

can people the most luminous record of the lead

ing progressive democratic state, in his magnifi

cent "Story of New Zealand."

He was at all times a constructive thinker.

When he attacked the evil or sought to tear down

that which humanity had outgrown, he always

strove to replace it with something fairer, nobler

and more in harmony with the broadening view

of civilization.

He knew that the keynote of our epoch is union,

and he felt that if the spirit of co-operation could

be made to take the place of the cut-throat compe

tition of the older day, and the even more deadly

combinations of the modern feudalism of privi

leged wealth, whose spirit is essentially that of

the competitive age, the interests of humanity

could be rapidly and effectively conserved. Hence

he spent many months in Great Britain and Eu- -

rope making a careful study of the wonderful

strides that have been made by the co-operators

of the Old World, and the results of these re

searches were laid before our people.

All movements that had for their object the

furtherance of the principles of free government,

of justice, a higher manhood and a happier civi

lization, received his earnest and efficient co-opera

tion. He believed in the right of women to the

franchise. He threw his splendid enthusiasm and

energy into the work of furthering the School

City Movement and various efforts to purify poli

tics and foster the idealism of the people.

His heart was ever with the struggling poor,

and especially with the young who were making a

gallant fight to win a worthy place in life. It was

this over-mastering desire to help the young in a

practical way that made him the great leading

and directing spirit in the founding and pushing

forward of the Vocation Bureau work, and which

prompted him to help to success numbers of young

persons who through his aid have triumphed in

their struggle for victory.

At every step, on every occasion, his influence

was thrown -on the side of democracy, human

rights, and social and individual upliftment. He

was a diffuser of light. His influence tended to

exalt all who came within its sphere. He was

simple, sincere, loving, unselfish and faithful to

the vision; an apostle of democracy, a servant of

progress, a child of the ideal. His life was aa

inspiration whose influence for good will never

die.

BOOKS

GUIDANCE INTO A VOCATION.

Choosing a Vocation. By Frank Parsons. Published

by Houghton Mifflin & Co., New York & Boston.

1909. Price, $1.00 net.

His "vocation bureau'" absorbed Professor Par

sons during the last year of his life. At his death

this book, setting forth the methods and results

of that work, was left by him nearly ready for

publication. The regret that he could not have

lived to carry on his work only deepens with the

perusal of its record. A practical, every-day, sim

ple-sounding little volume—yet its pages offer

more original thoughts and helpful points of view

than are often found grouped.

Its starting point is a new idea: the application

of scientific method to the choice of one's life-

work. Who ever heard of reserving decision about

one's vocation until a thorough self-analysis and

the systematic investigation of the world of in

dustry had given ground for preferences? Who

ever thought of trusting to psychology and indus

trial statistics instead of "pull" and chance when

it was time "to go to work"? But Prof. Parsons

and science once called into council are like all

useful innovations; their mere preseutmemt turns

all the old ways silly.

The plan is this: With the tactful help of an

experienced "vocational counselor"—a man who

has made a study of people and industries—the

young person is first led to analyze himself—his

character and manners, his mentality, his physique.

This analysis is to be no haphazard or superficial

affair, but careful and honest written answers to

printed questions. And. incidentally, that cate

chism is most self-enlightening to any one for

general regenerative purposes. "Do yon sleep

with your windows open ?" "In what were your

best and poorest records in school?" "How was

each evening last week spent?" "What do you

look for first in the newspapers, in a World's

Fair?" "What organizations hye you been in

strumental in forming?" "Are your motions

rapid or slow, graceful or not, excessive or not?"

"Do vou recognize the economic and social value

/
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of natural, friendly, cordial smiles?'' ''Do you

shake hands like a strain engine, or a stick, or an

icicle, or like a cordial friend ?"—These are a few

of the three hundred or more questions which pre-

ce.le the character-analysis. And this latter, with

its columns of antonyms, looks like selected pages

from Uoget's Thesaurus.

This personal revelation complete, the indus

trial investigation is begun. After recognizing

certain fundamental requisites for success in all

industries,—such as, for instance, health, com

mon-sense, promptness,—there are considered sep

arately the vocations, from agriculture and the

trades through commerce to the professions and

artistic employments. Under each vocation is a

simple but consummately skillful table of personal

traits especially needed for success in that calling.

I'pon whichever of these vocations the applicant

desires, he is now directed to try the results of his

self-analysis and with the aid of the "Vocation

counselor's'' knowledge of the industrial world, a

wise choice is often made. The book closes with

some most instructive "sample cases" from Prof.

Parsons' own note-book as "vocation counselor.''

With scarcely a mention of the subject, this

short book holds within itself the fundamental

criticism of our present-day education, and the

greatest objection to most of the trade-school

planning: neither the conventioned education

nor its newest substitute gives the youth a varied

enough outlook upon the world's activities to en

able him cither to lay the general foundation for

or to make the choice of his life-work wisely. With

modifications there seems no reason why the "vo

cation bureau" should not become an integral part

of every public school.

ANGELINK IXIESCH GRAVES.

The anarchist was examining the new Infernal

machine. "The fellow who made this did a pretty

bomb job," he remarked, and the shell exploded with

laughter.—Harvard Lampoon.
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the year ending December 31, 1908. By Edward W.

Bemis, Superintendent of Water Works.

The prisoner was before the bar of justice for

having been before some other bar too long.

"What were you doing drunk on the street?" asked

the judge.

"Was I drunk, judge?" was the reply in a tone of

surprised innocence.

"The arresting officer says you were."

"Under oath?"

"Certainly."

"Perhaps he's right, judge; but I was just going

along with a bird-cage in my hand."

The Judge had a jug set before the prisoner.

"Do you call that a bird-cage?" he inquired.

"That's what you were carrying along in your hand."

The prisoner picked it up carefully, removed th«

By the Way

THE DOLLAR

To The Public

I needed it, indeed I did, in many ways to save

The show wherein a man is hid to prove his hope

is brave.

A finer twill, a silken stitch, a smoother starch or

sheen—

How many bankruptcies seem rich, in outward

style serene.

I needed it, for coal is high, and O my stock is low.

'Tis hard to watch dear comfort die while mocking

blizzards blow.

And now the grocers boldly take for half the bread

and cheese ■

More than the old-time stomach's sake with twice

the price would seize.

I needed it—my civic pride in crucial times relax?

Ah, no! a fortune's well applied to pay each peace

ful tax.

And rent is but a habit loose, as interest is, no

doubt.

I needed it, but what's the use?—subscription time

is out.

A dollar buys a lot of ink: a better drink for thought

Than tea, with trimmings soft and pink, than vint

age dearly sought

What food for freedom must it gain if hunger still

is brave

To suffer yet a little pain, all liberty to save.

I needed it—I am but one to feed, while mil'ions

fast.

How surely were their fear undone, brought home

to your repast?

I needed it,—as now I need, and for its coming

pray,

A purse as spacious as your creed, with all its

heart to pay. •

GEORGE E. BOWEN.

Our readers are asked to mention THE

stopper, took a smell, and turned it upside down. It

was as dry as he was.

"Well, judge," he answered, slowly, "it ain't a bird

cage now, since them officers has had a whack at it."

"Probably you are sober now and see things dif

ferently."

"That ain't it, judge. It was a bird-cage when I

had it last."

"Possibly you can. explain what you mean by a

bird-cage," suggested the puzzled court.

"Easy enough, judge," smiled the prisoner. "It

had forty or fifty swallows in it when they got it,"
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and the lucidity of the explanation and the possibili

ties of what had happened to it affected the judge

so . powerfully that he dismissed the case.—Boston

Courier. i

T *T T

Gadd: —"I see the Supreme Court has rendered a

decision on the bill for the suppression of Pittsburg

millionaires."

Cadd: —"How about it? Is it constitutional?"

Gadd: —"Not quite. Five to four."—Puck.

+ + +

There are thirty thousand reformed spellers in the

United States. This does not include those who

have their own private system of spelling.—Washing

ton Post.

TP •■? T

An evangelist was exhorting his hearers to flee

from the wrath to come. "I warn you," he thun-

COMINGS MEMORIAL COLLEGE
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For particulars address Mrs. L. J. N. Comings.

The fundamental truths in THE SOUL OF THE WORLD

made plainer to me than before.—A. D. Cridgt.
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428 pages. Cloth, $1.00

Order *f EQUITIST PUBLISHING HOUSE, Station A, Pasadena, Cal.

Real Estate For Sale and Exchange
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Friends of the late JERRY SIMPSON will

be pleased to note that the Story of His

Life, as published by his wife, Mrs.

Jane Simpson, has met with great ap

preciation from the public, the sales

of the book personally by Mrs. Simp

son reaching nearly .'5,000 copies. The

book is not only interesting to the

Kansas people and to single-taxers

generally, but to the public at large,

since so many of the theories that

were advocated by Jerry Simpson,

and scoffed at by the old parties,

have since then been not only ad

vocated but claimed by both Demo

crats and Republicans. The later

edition of the book is much neater,

both in binding and printing, than

the first. It may be procured of

MRS. JERRY SIMPSON

330 Matthewton Ave. Wichita, Kans.

Price, $1.00; postage 10 cents extra.

tiered, "that 'there will be weeping, and walling, and

gnashing of teeth!'"

At this moment an old woman in the gallery stood

up. • "Sir," she shouted, "I have no teeth."

"Madam," returned the evangelist, severely, "teeth

will he provided."—Success.

Hotelkeeper: "Has the American gentleman made

any remarks about his bill yet?"

Waiter: "Not yet He is looking for some in his

dictionary."—Pele Mele.

"Wherever I was invited in America, always there

was a crowd. Everybody seemed to be present."

"Everybody and his wife?"

"No, another peculiar thing—Everybody and her

husband."—Puck.
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