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EDITORIAL
Goodless Goo-Goos.
Some civic reformers have no fighting bones
because thev have no hones at all to speak of.
„„
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I hev arc. as it were, lie bomst lion.
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Senators by popular vote, to disappoint those hopes
when the election is over. But these are not the
only disappointed hopes that the masses of Mr.
Taft's supporters are about "to eniov, thank von."
•
.
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Misgetting and Misusing.

Clergymen who criticize the misuse of wealth.
would do well to reflect a little upon the misgetting
,
,,.
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,
, . . ' . , . ,, ".. . .f
oi wealth. \\ hen one s pocket is nicked the llnet s
.
putt-,
,
■
misuse of the plunder is not nearly so important to
one as the Way he got it. And SO with a people.
Th t th
plundered is of more importance to
them

•>
l
.
. r
than that the plunder is misused.

Ihat

Rockefeller divides his with churchmen, while
Schwab squanders his in riotous living, is wholly
irrelevant to the main point, which is that both of
,.
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them earn
men's faces.
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it vicariously in the sweat of other
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Are Protectionists Embezzlers?
We shall watch, with no little interest the out'
come of the Federation of Labor's appeal to the
Secretary of Commerce and Labor for an investiga
tion of labor conditions at the Pressed Steel Car
Company's works (p. 8-17) at McKee's Rocks. The
appeal is made by Frank Morrison as secretary of
the American Federation of Labor. It is made di
rectly to tbe Secretary of the Department of Com
merce and Labor, who appears to have full power
to comply with Mr. Morrison's request. The law
requires him to make such special investigations
and reports as he "may deem necessary and
urgent" ; and Mr. Morrison shows very clearly the
necessity and urgency of this investigation. He
shows that the strikers at McKee's Hocks comprised
several thousand unorganized men; that their
wages were reduced by the company to the starva
tion limit; that the men were driven lo strike by
sheer desperation; and that, while rioting with de
struction of life is to be deplored, it should not be
permitted to divert attention from "the unbearable
and unbelievable conditions" that exasperated those
defenseless and helpless workers. Here is necessity
enough, if the Secretary of Commerce and Labor is
ever to be influenced by necessity; here is urgency
enough, if the Secretary of Commerce and Labor is
ever to put the starvation of mere workingmen into
the category of things urgent.

the right of the government, then—more than iU
right, it is its duty—to investigate every important
instance in which any plant of a protected industry
seems to be robbing its workmen of the high wages
for the payment of which the consumers of the
country grant the industry a monopoly of the
American market.
+
If the Secretary of Commerce and Labor doubts
the necessity and urgency of this McKee's Rocks
case, and therefore refuses the investigation for
want of power, the appeal for investigation need
not Ik; dropped. President Taft can give him the
power in a minute. For the Secretary is required
by law to make investigations not only when he
himself deems them necessary and urgent but
whenever he is directed to do so by the President.
If the Secretary of Commerce and Labor fails him,
Mr. Morrison should lose no time in appealing di
rectly to President Taft. The public ought to
know, and to know promptly, to quote from Mr.
Morrison's letter to the Secretary of Commerce
and labor—
whether the increased prices charged by the Pressed
Steel Car Company, as the result of the existing tariff
on their products and the materials of which they are
composed, are received by their employes, or, on the
other hand, if they are diverted in part or In their
entirety to enlarge the profits of the various com
panies and to Increase the dividends of their stock
holders.

+
But there is an additional reason for the investi
gation which Mr. Morrison presses upon the Secre
tary of Commerce and Labor. Mr. Morrison con
tends that—
the public has a right to know if the iron and steel
companies who are profiting on account of a protec
tive tariff are keeping faith with the government,
and are paying their employes a reasonable wage rate,
a wage rate in keeping with the protection enjoyed
by the companies.
Tn that contention Mr. Morrison takes hold of the
question at the right end. Why has this never been
done before? Isn't the protective tariff for "the
maintenance of American wages" ? If that is true,
every protected business is subject to investigation.
The government should know whether or not
American wages are being paid in protected busi
nesses. These businesses are not private. No sub
sidized businesses are private; and protected busi
nesses are subsidized. They are therefore properly
subject to investigation as to their uses of their
subsidy. What excuse is there for the protective
tariff, except to enable protected businesses to pay
good wages? Protection couldn't last over a single
Congressional election but for this pretense. Tt is

+

A Bit of History.
We had hoped that the insane bitterness toward
Mr. Bryan which used to be the most distinctive
characteristic of Mr. Cleveland's coterie of New
York friends, had died out.—sufficiently at least to
permit them to stop warping history. But here
comes the New York Evening Post with another
unwarranted whack at Bryan. "More than any
other living man," says the Post, "Mr. Bryan is
responsible for having induced the Democratic
party to forsake its great historic issue"—by "his
toric issue" meaning tariffs for revenue only. It is
not to be presumed that the Post intends by its
qualifying words, "living man," to exclude Mr.
Cleveland's part in that Democratic episode from
its comparison. If it does, it is all the more culpa
ble; for it implies, and will be understood to imply,
notwithstanding its verbal reservation, that of the
men who did drive the Democratic party over from
the tariff question to the money question, Mr.
Bryan was most responsible. To leave Mr. Cleve
land out of such a comparison is to make the com
parison valueless ; for the controversy as to that re
sponsibility has always related exclusively to Mr.
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Bryan and Mr. Cleveland, and this is not changed
by Mr. Cleveland's recent death. As to that re
sponsibility, then, what are the facts?

If Mr. Bryan did take leadership in the Demo
cratic party against the "sound money'' humbugery, he did not do so until Mr. Cleveland had taken
leadership in its favor. Mr. Bryan turned for the
time from the tariff question to the money ques
tion, after the tariff question had ceased for the
time to be the dominant issue in our politics; but
Mr. Cleveland had already turned from the tariff
question to make the money question the dominant
issue. Mr. Cleveland had been elected with a popu
lar mandate to put down Bepublican protection as
a fraud. Instead of obeying that mandate, instead
of listening to his disinterested advisers, he listened
to his Whitneys and his Morgans, and shifted the
issue from tariff to money. It was not until Mr.
Cleveland had completely succeeded in that treach
erous coup that Mr. Bryan sprang into party lead
ership on the money issue.

We have no desire to revive unpleasant recollec
tions about dead men, although Mr. Cleveland was
not squeamish in that respect with reference to
Altgeld, and even to the point of misrepresenta
tion ; but when his friends persist, as the New York
Evening Post has done in this case, in perpetuating
so deceptive a superstition as that which we quote
above, the verity of history and the rights of living
men demand that the responsibility of the dead be
remembered even if unpleasantly.

President Taft, Showman.
We should beg pardon for calling President
Taft a showman were it not that we merely quote
from one of the most faithful of Taftian organs,
the Chicago Tribune of August 7. "For two
months," says the Tribune, "the President will
lead the nomadic life of a traveling theatrical
company on the one night stand circuit." But the
Tribune neglects to explain that the expenses of
Mr. Taft's showmanship, to begin September 15
and to take in a circuit of 13,000 miles, rest upon
rather shaky ethical foundations.

Congressman Rainey of Illinois tells the story
in a speech reported in the Congressional Record
of June 19, at page 4676. Briefly, these are the
facts : On the 24th of February last, an appropri
ation bill of the lower House which had gone to

the Senate and come back loaded with amend
ments was again under consideration in the House
of its origin. Among the amendments was one
increasing the salary of the President, who had
been elected a few weeks before, from $50,000 to
$100,000. It was in the nature of a contribution
by the party in power to its own successful candi
date, made between his election and his inaugura
tion, one that could not have been made after
inauguration because the Constitution provides
that the President's compensation "shall neither
be increased nor diminished during the period for
which he shall have been elected." The amend
ment was not, however, so bald a diversion of
public funds as it appeared to be on its face ; for
the usual allowance of $25,000 a year for travel
ing expenses was to be included in the $50,000
increase of salary, thereby making the increase
approximately only $25,000. Even this was cut
down, the salary being increased to $75,000 in
clusive of traveling expenses. So far so good, but
now conies the sequel.
*
After President Taft had been inaugurated,—
indeed as late as the middle of last July—his
friends in Congress gave him $25,000 more for
traveling expenses for the current year, and out
of that gift he is to pay the expenses of the trip
which the Chicago Tribune quite aptly even if ir
reverently likens to a theatrical company "on the
one night stand circuit." Mr. Taft's generous
friends in Congress ignored the fact that his trav
eling expenses had been distinctly provided less
than six months before by the increase of his salary
from $50,000 to $75,000 inclusive of expenses fol
traveling; they ignored the fact that this appro
priation for his theatrical trip of "one night
stands" was in contravention of the clause of the
Constitution forbidding his receiving, during his
term of office, "any other emolument" than the
compensation fixed before his term began ; and
President Taft himself ignores both, by taking
his traveling expenses out of public moneys in
stead of paying them out of a salary distinctly in
tended to cover precisely such expenses.

+
It is almost wicked, to be sure, to criticize
President Taft for this—for anything, in fact, he
l>eing a Republican of the Brahman variety. It in
dicates also a pessimistic temper, as of one who
sees only the hole in the law instead of the halo
around it. But think of the example he sets ! Or
shall we have one moral law for the exalted Brah
man and another for the despised pariah? Is it
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not possible for the real friends of President Taft
to think of him in this connection along the
discriminating lines of the Journal of the Knights
of Labor for August, which also condemns this
dishonest appropriation for his junket expenses,
"trifling in amount," it explains, "but abominable
in principle"? The Journal says: "We respect
President Taft very highly, but we despise this
constant pilfering of the treasury in the interest
of powerful men."
*
*
The Grand Junction Charter.
An examination of the full text of the Grand
Junction charter (p. 776) to be voted on at refer
endum on the 14th, confirms our impressions from
the outline, as to the superiority of this plan of
municipal government. It seems to be as far ad
vanced in the direction of home rule and people's
rule as the Constitution of Colorado permits.

The election clauses are especially interesting,
because they put into full operation, for the first
time in this country—although it is familiar to
Australia (pp. 610, 678) —the preferential system
of voting. Preliminary nominations are made by
individual petitioners on separate sheets to
the number of twenty-five, only one can
didate to be named on each sheet.
This
secures the printing of this candidate's name
on the official ballot. But it does not pre
vent the writing by a voter when voting,
in a place provided for it on the official ballot, of
any other name. In making up the official ballot,
the City Clerk classifies the candidates according
to the office for which they are nominated, those
for Commissioner of Public Affairs being grouped
together under the title of that office, those for
Commissioner of Highways being similarly group
ed, and so on, spaces being left for writing in
one additional name in each group. Opposite the
candidates' names are three columns for indicating
respectively "first choice," "second choice," etc. ;
and the voter may make a cross in each column
opposite one name for each office, thereby signi
fying the order of his choice of candidates for
those offices respectively. Three choices being al
lowed, a voter for Commissioner of Public Affairs,
for illustration, may vote for John Doe as his
first choice, for James Foe as his second, and for
Richard Eoc as his third. In canvassing the
votes the following instructions, in substance, are
to be observed:
(1) Enter on tally sheet the
total number of votes cast; (2) enter on tally
sheet the total of first, second and third choice
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votes for each candidate, no vote for any candi
date on any ballot to be counted more than once;
(3) send tally sheet to City Clerk as required by
law ; (4) the person receiving—
more than one-half of the total number of ballots
cast at such election as the first choice of the elect
ors for any office shall be elected to that office;
provided, that if no candidate shall receive such a
majority of the first choice votes for such office,
then and in that event, the name of the candidate
printed on the ballot having the smallest number
of first choice votes, and all names written on the
ballot having a less number of votes than such last
named candidate shall be excluded from the count,
and votes for such candidate or persons so excluded
shall not thereafter be counted. A canvass shall
then be made of the second choice votes received
by the remaining candidates for said office; said
second choice votes shall then be added to the first
choice votes received by each remaining candidate
for such office, and the candidate receiving the
largest number of said first and second choice votes,
if such votes constitute a majority of all ballots
cast at such election, shall be elected thereto; and
provided, further, that if no such candidate shall
receive such a majority after adding the first and
second choice votes, then and in that event, the
name of the candidate then having the smallest
number of first and second choice votes shall be
excluded from the count, and no votes for such
candidate so excluded shall thereafter be counted.
A. canvass shall then be made of the third choice
votes received by the remaining candidates for such
office; said third choice votes shall then be added
to the first and second choice votes received by
each remaining candidate for such office, and such
remaining candidate receiving the highest number
of first, second and third choice votes shall be
elected thereto. When the name of but one per
son remains as a candidate for any office, such per
son shall be elected thereto regardless of the num
ber of votes received. A tie between two or more
candidates is to be decided in favor of the one
having the greatest number of first choice votes.
If all are equal in that respect, then the greatest
number of second choice votes determines the re
sult. If this will not decide, then the tie shall be
determined by lot, under the direction of the can
vassing board. Whenever the word "majority" Is
used in this section, it shall mean more than onehalf of the total number of ballots cast at such
election.
We have no hesitation in characterizing those
provisions as the best yet adopted for destroying
political machines and securing a true expres
sion of the popular purpose. Although an out
growth of the Galveston plan, upon which the
Des Moines plan was a great improvement and
the Berkeley plan a greater one, the Grand Junc
tion plan, while adopting the best in the others, is
a clear improvement upon them all. It preserves
the efficiency of commission government which
originated in Galveston, and the poptilar checks
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of direct legislation and recall which were added
by Des Moines; and for the Berkeley plan of sec
ond elections—a clear advance upon the other
two—it substitutes the better plan of preferential
voting.
*
Among the public safeguards which the Grand
Junction plan proposes against maladministration
are the recall, the initiative, the referendum, and
the following wholesome limitation upon contrac
tual powers :
The City Council shall have no power to make
any contract of any kind or nature whatsoever, or
to make any lease of city property, the operation
of which will extend beyond the time of the installa
tion of the new commissioners elected at any gen
eral municipal election; nor shall it have any power
to sell, abandon, grant, or otherwise dispose of any
title or right of the city to any real estate, fran
chise, right-of-way, street, avenue, alley, or other
public property, all such powers being reserved
to the people, and to be exercised only by the quali
fied voters at a general or special municipal elec
tion.
The liquor business in all its branches and rami
fications, from manufacture to giving away, is
strictly forbidden. Paving contracts are not al
lowed. The provisions for preventing city owner
ship by franchise corporations are in many re
spects unique and altogether good, except for one
blemish which could not have been avoided. We
allude to the provision respecting franchise refe rendu ms which confines the voting to tax pay
ers. By "tax payers" is meant, of course, those
who pay at the tax office. But these as a rule
are tax collectors rather than tax payers—tax col
lectors who pay over only a small part of the
taxes they collect. The real tax payers of a com
munity are not its landlords and such, but its
tenants and such ; yet this provision would allow
all landlords to vote, and disfranchise tenants as
a class. However, that blemish upon an other
wise superior municipal charter is chargeable to
the Colorado constitution and not to the Grand
Junction
charter-makers.
the
objectionable
clause in the charter being a literal quotation
from the constitution of the State. The charter
election of the 14th at Grand Junction is of far
more than local interest. Should this charter be
then adopted it will furnish an object lesson in the
harmonization of efficient with democratic gov
ernment of cities, which cannot be ignored wher
ever charters are made.
* ■*•
President Taft and Woman Suffrage.
President Taft is now reported as favoring
suffrage for women, but. His "but" is that he

doesn't think the time for it has arrived. Like the
"socialists of the chair" of whom we used to hear,
he believes in it but doesn't believe in putting it
into practice. His "but" is one of the mental res
ervations Mr. Taft made a year ago, when he fur
nished campaign material for himself to some of
the Avoman suffragists who were soothed with his
soothing words and enthused with his candidatorial
ambiguities. Mr. Taft's reasons for his "but" are
characteristic of the man. Aristocrat as he is, he
doesn't think the women of the factories, for in
stance, and the wives of the men of the factories,
should l>e allowed to vote, so long as a few women
of the drawing rooms do not desire to. "When the
women of the United States are agreed that they
want the right to vote"—these are the words in
which he is reported,—"the President hopes they
will get it;" but he finds that they are not agreed
on it. and therefore he doesn't even hope. He is
quoted, however, as standing for unlimited golf
links without a "but."
+

+

Progressive Farmers.
At their State convention in August, the Farm
ers' Educational and Cooperative Union of Ameri
ca, for the State of Illinois, adopted some very sen
sible resolutions. Besides placing the organization
upon the firm rock of "equal rights for all and
special privileges for none," they declared for di
rect legislation, public ownership of public utili
ties, and local option in taxation; and back of their
latter demand they indicated a keen appreciation
of the vital importance of equitable taxation, which
farmers heretofore have been slow even to see.
"Every struggle for liberty and the advancement
of the human race," one of the resolutions reads,
"has had its origin in revolt against the laying of
excessive and unjust tax burdens on the people;"
and "nearly even* form of privilege and monopoly
exists by reason of the abuse of the taxing power;
our whole system of taxation, State and national,
is so framed as to place the burden of taxes on
those least able to bear it; the rich either dodge
their taxes or shift them to the shoulders of the
poor through laws devised for that purpose."' That
this organization, at least as represented by its Illi
nois branch, has a broad grasp also of the labor
question, appears from the concluding words of its
declaration : "We advocate and defend the right of
workers in every branch of industrial activity to
organize for the purpose of securing increased
wages and shorter hours of labor, and we favor
such measures of legislation as will enable them to
secure complete industrial and economic freedom."
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ECONOMIC TRUTHS TAUGHT BY
THE SAN FRANCISCO FIRE.
A little over three years ago San Francisco was
visited by a fire which in three days destroyed
the entire business section of the city and several
portions of the residence section. Much has been
written on the horrors of this disaster and the
wonderful faith and energy of the citizens who re
built the Pacific Coast metropolis in less than
four years. It is now time to consider some of the
economic lessons taught by the greatest calamity
that ever befell an American city.

On April Slst, 190G, while the ruins of the
stricken city were still burning, $400,000 was of
fered for a choice location on Market street and
promptly refused; and before the debris could be
removed from any of the streets a wild scramble
began all over the city for business sites.
Any one wishing to lease a lot down town paid
from $300 to $1,500 per month, while locations in
less desirable parts of the city brought from $100
to $300.
It should be remembered that these rents in
cluded no improvements ; for miles in every direc
tion there were no improvements: nothing but a
dreary waste of broken brick, ruined walls and
twisted iron greeted the eye. These rents were
being paid for the use of bare land. Therefore,
the theory urged by the Single Taxers for so many
years, that ground rents are created by the com
munity and not by the efforts of individual land
lords, appeared to be unassailable.

This school of economists have always claimed
that the law of rent is as unchangeable as the law
of numbers, and that as soon as communities com
mence to grow, a natural revenue is created, called
by John Stuart Mill, "the unearned increment."
That this "unearned increment" should flow
into the public treasury in lieu of taxes on in
dustry, is the germ of the Single Tax philosophy.
a truth that is slowly being accepted by thinking
people all over the world.
It is one of the economic lessons of the great
fire.
II.
The second lesson taught by that fire may be
summed up in one short sentence: When the sit
uations to be filled outnumber the men looking for
situations, then labor organizations are not need
ed to protect workingmen.
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Considerable apprehension was indulged in by
the citizens of San Francisco when the labor
unions, taking advantage of the scarcity of la
bor of all kinds, commenced to raise their wage
schedules; yet, strange to say, not a strike oc
curred in the building trades during the first year
of reconstruction work.
To rebuild a great city required an army of
workmen, and in a few weeks after the fire we
were witnessing the peculiar spectacle of employ
ers bidding against each other for employes. Con
tractors in order to secure the best artisans paid as
high as $7.00 and $S.OO per day while a few paid
as high as $10.00. The union scale for carpen
ters before the fire was $4.00, for plumbers $5.00.
and for brick layers $G.00 per day.
In the crafts outside of the building trades the
same labor famine existed. Culinary workers
were immediately needed to cook for the army enpaged in rebuilding the city, so Cooks' Union No.
44 raised their wage schedule from $12.00 to
$18.00 per week, this being the minimum scale.
The strike that had been feared did not occur,
many members of the Restaurant Keepers' Asso
ciation paying as high as $4.00 and $5.00 per day
for cooks.
Then some of the Japanese, employed in a num
ber of hotels and cafes as dishwashers, decided to
ask for $10.00 per week, instead of $1.00 per day,
the prevailing wages. One restaurant keeper
sought to intimidate his help by threatening dis
charge. "All right, we clean brick," was the re
ply. Towards the close of the first day's fire the
authorities in charge of fighting it. decided to
dynamite a majority of the large buildings. After
the troops had been withdrawn from the burnt
district, it was found that millions of bricks from
these dynamited buildings were in good condi
tion and only needed to be scraped free of mortar
and sand. These hated and despised Japs had
no labor organization back of them to enforce
their demands for higher wages, but they did have
access to working opportunities.
Why should
they wash dishes in hot kitchens at $1 a day when
they could earn $2.00 a day working in the open
air?
In the ruins, boys of all ages reaped a rich har
vest by collecting scraps of melted copper, brass,
lead and iron and selling it to junk dealers. For
several weeks energetic boys earned ns high as
$5.00 a day from this work.
Opening safes hoisted from the ruins was an
other occupation which required no capital; a
crowbar, a sledge hammer and a permit from the
chief of police was all that was needed.
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One more illustration to show that what the
"deserving poor'- need is not charity, but an op
portunity to help themselves: Many owners of
wrecked buildings were glad to give away their
mined lumber to any one willing to carry it on',
and backyards completely filled with charred lum
ber was no unusual sight; many refugees bought
no fuel for over a year.
We have in America a school of political econ
omists who continually advance the depressing
doctrine that laborers can do nothing without
capitalists; yet thousands of men during this
time, with only a few dollars, started open-air
eating places, fruit stands, and sandwich wagons,
and sold notions and relics of the fire on evenstreet corner.
At the end of three months these working
opportunities were closed. All open-air merchants
were ordered off the streets and vacant lots.

For a few brief months, then, labor needed no
protection from trade unions. Employers were
hunting workmen instead of workmen hunting
employers.
All this suggests the fundamental weakness of
labor organizations—their inability to provide
work for unemployed members.
As the late Jas. S. Reynolds used to say : "You
may beat and kill scabs and still the unemployed
will be with you."
III.
In considering the third lesson of the San
Francisco fire, a reference to one of the principal
teachings of socialism is necessary, namely, that
under the present system men are continually
forced into vocations for which they are unfitted.
This is true. It is also true that a great many
American boys no longer have an opportunity to
learn a trade.
But organized labor is not at fault, as charged
by the adversaries of organized labor. The cause
is an oversupply of labor relatively to working op
portunities.
*
Pick up any daily, and the "situations wanted''
always outnumber the "help wanted" advertise
ments. For a man to secure work through the
newspapers he must pay for this privilege, while
the employer secures all the labor he wishes free.
Socialists say that the proper equilibrium can
be restored by the government becoming the sole
employer. Under this arrangement there would
lie no overproduction and it would be to the in
terest of the government to see that every boy
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learned the trade for which he was naturally
adapted.
On the other hand, Single Taxers maintain that
this plan is economically unsound and also un
necessary to produce the equilibrium which both
desire.
In support of the latter theory it will be remem
bered that after the San Francisco fire, anyone
wishing work was able to find it without assistance
from the government and without the aid of em
ployment offices or newspaper advertising. For
some time after the disaster, the leading employ
ment agency in San Francisco offered to supply
work to laborers and mechanics without charg
ing the customary office fee. This was not done
"to enable labor and capital to rebuild the city,"
but because no one would pay from $2.00 to $10.00
for a situation when the jobs to l>e filled outnuml)ered the men looking for jobs.
How often we hear it said that even with op
portunities for labor increased, capital would still
oppress labor. But employers of labor in San
Francisco during the reconstruction period know
who were the real dictators, while the demand
for labor exceeded the supply. Men of all ages,
not only found work, but found the employment
for which they were fitted. Carpenters able to dc
inside finishing and cabinet work were not com
pelled to build barns and fences; plumbers whose
specialty was steam fitting did not look for job
bing; cooks able to hold a chef's position did not
iv->rk as second cooks or broilers.

Just as an open sewer violates an important
law of health, causing various diseases, so the
violation for centuries of an economic law has
resulted in the present unfair system of produc
tion and distribution. Would we banish the eco
nomic diseases, let us first open up nature's
storehouse to the demands for work, by making it
unprofitable to withhold land from use. If this
docs not avail, then meddlesome supervision of
industry by government may fairly claim a trial.
IV.
•'Insufficient money in circulation is one of the
causes of hard times." This is believed by many
who are intelligent, and by many who are not in
telligent. The statement should be changed to
read: Insufficient opportunities for capital and
labor to employ themselves, is the cause of hard
times.
The remarkably short time required to rebuild
San Francisco refutes the shortage of money fal
lacy, because it was shown that wherever there is
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an opportunity for investment, capital will flow
into that part of the country as quickly as water
runs clown hill. For a whole year after the dis
aster, capital was fairly dumped into San Fran
cisco from all parts of the world. For once could
lie seen capital in its proper relation to labor, that
is, as a partner in the production of wealth. These
two factors, co-operating with a third factor,
land, rebuilt a metropolis in an incredibly short
time.
Why, then, does the firm of Labor & Capital
have so much difficulty in getting at land? There
can be but one answer—Landlordism. Land capi
talism, if that term seems any better to define
landlordism in its modern guise.
Whether the
land owner holds idle a valuable building site,
a piece of timber or agricultural land, or a coal
mine, he is the real obstacle who prevents Messrs.
Labor & Capital from engaging in productive en
terprise.

•'South of Market," portions of which in the
past were densely populated, is now being largely
used for manufacturing and business purpose*.
Very few families who were burned out and who
>;i ttr secured homes in the suburbs, have returned
to the heart of the city, although by so doing they
would save car fare and much time going to and
from their daily tasks.
This fact disproves the statement so often
made that the working classes prefer the excite
ment r>( the slums and saloon. The home loving
instinct will always remain the predominant
tiaits in a woman's nature regardless of what
class she belongs to, and the rented place for a
number of reasons can never become the ideal
home.
ARTHUR H. DODGE.

NEWS NARRATIVE

+

To use the reference figures of this Department for
obtaining continuous news narratives :

All praise to capital and labor, for these are the
forces that have rebuilt a second metropolis by
the Golden Gate. The landlords furnished noth
ing: not even the land, for that was here before
landlords were created.

Observe the reference figures in any article ; turn back to the page
they indicate and find there the next preceding article, on the same
subject; observe the reference figures in that article, and turn back
as before; continue until you come to the earliest article on the sub
ject ;'then retrace your course through the indicated pages, reading
each article in chronological order, and you will have a continuous
news narrative of the subject from its historical beginnings to date.

Week ending Tuesday, September 7. 19H9.
V.
The high wages paid in San Francisco during
its reconstruction, together with steady employ
ment, enabled thousands of land-hungry men and
women to become home owners.
In the two years following the fire, several
large tracts of land in the suburbs of the city,
which had been used as dairy ranches, were sub
divided and offered to the public on "easy terms."
Large numbers of refugees, after living for a few
months in the tents or in the two-room "shacks"
built by the relief committee in the public parks,
managed to save enough respectively to erect a
small unfinished dwelling on their own lots in
one of the outside tracts.
These lots, generally 25x100 feet, were valued
at from $250 to $750, and are still being paid for
on the installment plan—$25.00 down and $10.00
per month Ix>ing the most liberal terms offered by
the real estate companies. Visit Ingleside, Ocean
View, Columbia Heights, Glen Park, Visitation
Valley or any other outlying section, and you will
find a land-loving, liberty-loving people, working
out the problems of life in their own homes, free
from the worry of rent day. A large number of
these families raise all their garden vegetables in
the rear of their homes.

The North Pole Reached at Last.
Within five days of each other, two men have
just come down from the very far North, into
touch with the civilization that is unified by tele
graphic apparatus; and each man has announced
that, separately from the other, he has visited the
hitherto unattained North Pole.

The American afternoon papers of the 1st con
tained a startling telegram addressed by the cap
tain of the Hans Egede, a government steamer
running from Greenland to Denmark, to the Dan
ish Colonial office. This telegram, which had been
filed at Lerwick in the Shetland Islands at noon
on the 1st, announced :
We have on board the American traveler, Dr. Cook,
who reached the North Pole April 21, 1908. Dr. Cookarrived at Upernavik [the northernmost Danish set
tlement in Greenland, on an Island off the west coast]
in May of 1909 from Cape York [In the northwest
part of Greenland, on Baffin Bay]. The Eskimos of
Cape York confirm Dr. Cook's story of his journey.
A telegram from Dr. Frederick A. Cook to Director
Lecointe of the Brussels Observatory, sent at the
same time and from the same place, but made pub
lic later, stated :
I reached the North Pole on April 21, 1908. I dls-
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A detailed account of his expedition and claims
was also wired by Dr. Cook from Lerwick to the
Paris office of the New York Herald. In this ac
count he states that he located the Pole on float
ing ice. A summary of his journey is thus given
in the Chicago Record-Herald:
July 4, 1907—Left New York.
Feb. 19, 1908—Parted with sole white companion
at Etah, Greenland, and with only Eskimos as com
panions started for the Pole.
March 3, 1908— Completed permanent camp and
food cache at Annatoak, twenty miles north of Etah,
and proceeded northward.
April 18, 1908—Took observations showing the little
party to have reached latitude 86 degrees 36 minutes
north.
April 21. 1908— Stood at the top of the world, where
the foot of man had never trod before.
April 23, 1908— Started on return march south
ward.
July, 1908— Reached Jones Sound, with food all
gone, and subsisted on the little game to be found.
September, 1908, to Feb. 18, 1909—Existed in an
underground den at Cape Sparbo, living on musk ox
and bear.
May 21, 1909—Reached Upernavik, a Danish settle
ment.
Sept. 1, 1909—Reached Lerwick, Shetland Islands,
and established first communication with the world.
Dr. Cook arrived at Copenhagen on the morning of
the 4th, and was received with the greatest enthu
siasm by the friendly Danes, who have as a nation
a long and glorious record of sailing in the north
ern seas. He was escorted from the steamer by the
Crown Prince of Denmark, and by the courtesy of
King and (he American Minister. Dr. Maurice F.
Egan, he was outfitted. He visited the King on
the same day, and was tendered a citizens' banquet
in the evening, and on the 5th dined with the King.
On the 4th the following telegrams were ex
changed :
Copenhagen, Sept. 4.— President, the White House,
Washington: I have the honor to report to the chief
magistrate of the United States that, I have returned,
having reached the North Pole.
FREDERICK A. COOK.

Beverly, Mass., Sept. 4.— Frederick A. Cook. Copen
hagen, Denmark: Your dispatch received. Your
report that you have reached the North Pole calls for
my heartiest congratulations, and stirs the pride of
all Americans that this feat which has so long baffled
the world has been accomplished by the intelligent
energy and wonderful endurance of a fellow country
man.
WILLIAM H. TAFT.

From the moment of his landing Dr. Cook has
been plied by the scientific men of Denmark and
by newspaper correspondents for information in
regard to so interesting an adventure, and for
proofs of his claim to have performed so difficult a
feat. To the correspondents he has stated that he

buried a small brass tube under a stone where lie
raised the American flag. He had encountered a
temperature of 83 degrees below zero, Fahrenheit.
In regard to the precision of his location of the
Pole he says :
I do not claim to have put my finger on the exact
spot where the earth turns, but I got to where the
longitude ends and where all points of the meridan
meet. I certainly skirted the Pole, but at what dis
tance it is impossible to say.
I think I have been on the spot, but when my
observations are refigured it may be possible that a
difference of a few meters, a fraction of a mile, will
be found.
Certainly had I fired a gun it would have been im
possible for the bullet not to have gone over the
Pole. For working purposes, I planted a flag on a
central spot and called it the Pole.
Authentication of Dr. Cook's claim to have been
to the Pole is delayed by the fact that, to obviate
possible loss of his papers by shipwreck, as he as
serts, he left a large part of them in Greenland, to
be sent south by different vessels ; and until his
records are gone over, verification of his story is
necessarily lacking.

+
Telegrams quite as startling as Dr. Cook's, sent
by Commander .Robert E. Peary, appeared in the
afternoon papers of the 6th, as follows :
Indian Harbor, Via Cape Ray, Sept. 6.—To Asso
ciated Press, New York: Stars and Stripes nailed to
North Pole.
I'EARY.

Indian Harbor, Via Cape Ray, N. F., Sept 6.—Her
bert L. Bridgman, Brooklyn, N. Y.: Pole reached.
Roosevelt safe.
PEARY.

Indian Harbor, Via Cape Ray, N. F., Sept 6.—To
the New York Times, New York: I have the Pole
April 6. Expect arrive Chateau Bay Sept. 7. Secure
control wire for me there and arrange expedite trans
mission big story.
PEARY.

Commander Peary's efforts to reach the Pole have
been based on increasing experience, and his suc
cess has long been ultimately expected. The Chi
cago Tribune thus summarizes his Arctic record:
1881—Entered navy as civil engineer and began
extensive study of arctic exploration.
1886—Applied for leave of absence to visit Green
land. Spent several months in interior of Greenland
and upon return announced certain conclusions in
regard to the topography which received much favor
with scientific bodies.
1891-92—Under auspices of Academy of Natural
Sciences of Philadelphia he went to Greenland on
steam whaler Kite to attept location of northern
terminus of Greenland. Accompanied by his wife.
Found and named Independence Bay, 81° 37' north
latitude. Determined insularity of Greenland, for
which he received medals of world's scientific socleties. Discovered and named Melville land and Heilprin land.
1893-95—On this, third trip, he discovered famous
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Iron mountain, heard of previously through Ross in
1818. Mountain proved to be three meteorites, one
weighing ninety tons, largest on record. Daughter
Mary born to Mrs. Peary on this voyage.
1896—Made short summer voyage to Greenland.
1897—Made short trip to Cape York to bring back
meteorites.
1898-1902—Four year exploration trip under au
spices of Peary Arctic club, during which he rounded
northern extremity of Greenland archipelago, the
most northerly land in the world, 83° 39' north lati
tude, and named the cape after Morris K. Jesup.
Attained 84° 17' north latitude.
1905-06—Made dash for the pole and established
new "farthest north," 87° 6' north latitude.
1908-09—Reached the North Pole on April 6, 1909.

Brought up
1SS1— Cireely. Lockwood and Brainard..
1881—De Long and Melville
1S94—Wellman
1895— Nansen
1895—Peary
1897—Andree
181)9—Wellman
1900—Abruzzi and Cagni
1900—Naero
1900— Peary
1901—Peary
1902— Baldwin and Zeigler
1903—Fiala
1905— Amundson
1906—Peary
1908—Cook

80
77
81
86
81
82
86
75
83
84
SO
S2
72
87
90

35
36
14
37
..
..
34
30
50
17
23

3
1

6

Total deaths

+

707
20
33

754

To this should be added :
With the North Pole reached at last, a long look
backward over the history of Arctic exploration,
with its mounting toll of human lives, brings a
realization of the sacrifices demanded bv science.
The Chicago Record-Herald thus tabulates the rec
ords made and lives lost in the Arctic:
Year.
Explorer.
1553— Willoughby and Chancellor
157S—Froblsher
1 585—Davis
1T94—Barents
1598—Ryp and Heemskerok
1606—Knight
1 607—Hudson
1612—Button
1 619—Munk
1631—James
163S— Isle of Jan Mayen settlers
1634—Isle of Jan Mayen settlers
1648—Deshneft
1719— Knight
1728 —Bering
17;!5^-Pronchistsheff
1735 —Lassinlus
1739—Laptlef
1742 —Bering
1773 —Mulgrave
1778—Cook
181S— Parry
1819—Franklin
1820—Wrangell and Anjou
1821—Parry
1826—Franklin
1827—Parry
1 829—Ross
1838—Dease and Simpson
1845—Franklin
ISIS— Ross
1849— North Star Expedition
1849—Plover and Herald
isr.3 —Kane. Frazer and Morton
1853— Rae
1860—Hayes
1860—Hall
-1864—Hall
1870—Hall
1871 -Smith
1872—Pegetthoff
1875— English expedition
Carried up

—Latitude—
Deg.
Min.
64
32
: ..
..
77
..
79
49
SO

23

..
..
..
..

7n

.,
..
..
,.
44

64
76

28
37
..
70
26
S2
45
70
5
(Magnetic pole)
es
41
77

80

82
81

..
..
35
..
..

11
SO
..

Lives
Lost.
70
40
14
35
3
10
11
6L.
14
7
7
70
SO
10
2
58
12
31
g
4
1
2
7
4
4
5
135
1
5
3
3
g
1
2
s
1
2
2
4
707

1909— Peary

90

+

..

—

+

Henry George's Birthday.
Celebrations of Henry George's birthday (p.
847) came off in a large number of places last
week, in the United States, Canada, Australasia,
England, Germany and Denmark. Those of which
detailed reports have been received are described
below.

+
At Springfield, 111., there was a celebration-din
ner attendance on the 2d at the St. Nicholas Ho
tel of over 400, and speeches were made by E. F.
Horndon, Congressman Graham, Henry George.
Jr., Raymond Robins, and President Felmley of
the State Normal University. Mr. Felmley is re
ported to have made a masterly presentation of the
philosophy of Henry George's works. It appears
in full in the Springfield (111.) Register of Sep
tember 3. A letter from Mayor Johnson of Cleve
land was received with overwhelming enthusiasm.
Other letters were from William J. Bryan, William
Lloyd Garrison, Louis F. Post, William Marion
Reedy, Bishop Williams, Herbert Quick, the Rev.
Father O'Callaghan and Lincoln Steffens.

+
At Buffalo Samuel C. Rogers presided at a
dinner at the Y. M. C .A. on the 2d, and the other
speakers were the Rev. H. P. Morrell, of Grace
Universalist Church, William S. Rann, assistant
corporation counsel, and R. F. Powell and W. S.
Trueman. A single tax poem by Mary Quinlan
Laughlin was read by F. P. Jones.
*
There were over 200 in attendance at a dinner
celebration in Kimball's Cafe, Chicago, on the 3d.
Louis F. Post presiding. Speeches were made by
Henry George, Jr., the Rev. A. B. Francisco and
Raymond Robins. The Rev. Father Cox, who
was kepi away in person, joined in the celebration
with an impressive letter.
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The Massachusetts Single Tax League gave a
dinner on the 2d at the Commonwealth Hotel, at
which C. B. Fillebrown presided, in the absence of
James R, Carret, the president of the League. The
speakers were Garrett Droppers, professor of po
litical economy at Williams College ; J. B. Willis,
editor of the Christian Science Journal; Ernest
H. Clement, long-time editor of the Boston Tran
script ; Charlotte Schetter, president of the Wom
en's National Single Tax League, and Stoughton
Cooley of Chicago.
*
Samuel Brazier was the speaker at a memorial
dinner at Worcester, Mass., on the 2d.

In Denver, Edward Keating presided at a dinner
in the Albany Hotel, and the principal speech was
delivered by John B. McGauran, in the
place of Senator Bucklin of Grand Junction, who
had been prevented from keeping the appointment.
Other speakers were Judge Ben B. Lindsey, Jabez
Norman, Edwin Burdick, Dr. Edward Jackson
and Clarence J. Moorehouse. In response to a
telegram from Daniel Kiefer, chairman of the Fcls
Fund Commission, a committee—Edwin Burdick.
J. P. S. Voght and Clarence J. Moorehouse—was
appointed to begin active work in raising the quota
of Colorado for this fund.

The Pittsburg dinner was conducted by Charles
Eckert as toastmaster, the committee of arrange
ments being C. V. Horn, W. D. George, M. Mc
Neill, Edmund Yardly, Frederick Schellenberg, H.
Noren and R. E. Smith. W. N. McNair, attorney
for the McKee's Rock strikers and an enthusiastic
disciple of Henry George, was among the speakers.
The other speakers were Henry H. Wilson, Rabbi
Levy, Warren Worth Bailey and ex-Gov. Garvin of
Rhode Island. There were over 250 diners pres
ent.
Other celebrations, not yet heard from,
were to have taken place in this country at Omaha,
Spokane, San Francisco, Montreal, Portland (Ore
gon), Seattle, New York City, Philadelphia, Los
Angeles, Denver, El Paso and New Orleans. Oth
ers are yet to come off—notably at Minneapolis and
St. Paul on the 12th, and at St. Louis in October.

*

+

The British Budget.
The budget discussion (p. 823) in the House of
Commons is now renewed, but upon other than the
land clauses. T. P. O'Connor, M. P., reports in
his Chicago Tribune letter of the 4th, that "the
renewal of the budget struggle finds the budget in
comparatively smoother waters," although the
liquor interests are fighting tbe licensing clauses

ferociously. The ''guillotine," or closure, is now
applied continually, to cut off make-believe debate
and dilatory motions; and there seems to be fair
reason for expecting the bill to go to the House of
Lords within the month.
South African Union.
The draft constitution for a federation of the
States of South Africa (p. 848) has passed both
houses of the British Parliament without amend
ment, amendments preserving rights of franchise
to the natives being voted down in both houses. As
passed, the Constitution restricts the right to sit in
either house of the new South African Parlia
ment "to persons of European descent" ; and re
fuses the right to vote to the black and colored
men of all of the States except Cape Colony, where
for the present the existing native franchise is re
tained, with the provision that it may later be
taken away by a two-thirds majority of the South
African Parliament. Mr. Asquith is reported as
having said that there was no one in England who,
if it had rested with him to draw up the .South
African Constitution, would have inserted a clause
invidiously debarring a man by reason of his color
from exercising the confidence reposed in him by
his fellow citizens. The House of Commons ac
cepted Mr. Asquith's further view that, having
placed its opinion on record, it was better to leave
the matter to the spontaneous and unfettered judg
ment of self-governing South Africa, Mr. Asquith
having expressed his "confident hope and almost
expectation that the new union legislature would
see its way without unreasonable delay to remove
this color bar."

+

+

Niagara Movement Address.
The annual address of the Niagara Movement
(vol. xi, p. 587), authorized by the convention,
held at Sea Isle City, N. J., August 15-18,
has just been published. It describes the purpose
of the Movement as being—
to make ten million Americans of Negro descent
cease from mere apology and weak surrender to
aggression, and take a firm unfaltering stand for
justice, manhood and self-assertion.
Pointing to the progress of the Negro-American,
this address explains:
We are accumulating property at a constantly
accelerating rate; we are rapidly lowering our rate
of illiteracy; but property and intelligence are of
little use unless guided by the great ideals of free
dom, justice and human brotherhood. As a partial
result of our effort we are glad to note among us
increasing spiritual unrest, sterner impatience with
cowardice and- deeper determination to be men at
any cost. Along with undoubted advance and devel
opment within, there continues without unceasing
effort to discourage and proscribe us. We not only
travel U public ignominy and discomfort, but at
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the Instance of some of our weak-kneed leaders, the
Interstate Commerce Commission has recently
sought, to make a pitiful apology for this disgrace.
Our right to work is questioned not only by some
who are attempting to fight the great battles of
labor, but even by those very people who declare us
fit for nothing else. We are glibly told to deserve
before we complain ; yet those of us who do deserve
are proscribed along with the least, by men who
know that ability and desert come oftenest through
freedom and power.
Turning to the labor question in its relation to the
Xcgro-American, the address makes this impres
sive appeal:
Do men forget that the wages of white Americans
cannot permanently rise far above the wages of
black Americans? And do they not know that the
half-drunken Senator who can today slap a black
laborer's face may tomorrow kick white laborers
down stairs? And yet who are they that too often
lead the fight against us? Poor and ignorant whites,
spurred on by the richer and more intelligent who
hide behind the mob and fatten on its deeds. Small
wonder that Negro disfranchisement is practically
coincident with those regions where white ignorance,
political fraud and murder are greatest. That black
men are inherently inferior to white men is a wide
spread lie w-hich science flatly contradicts, and the
attempt to submerge the colored races is one with
world-old efforts of the wily to exploit the weak. We
must therefore make common cause with the op
pressed and down-trodden of all races and peoples;
with out kindred of South Africa and the West Indies,
with our fellows in Mexico, India and Russia, and
with the cause of the working-classes everywhere. On
us rests to no little degree the burden of the cause
of Individual Freedom, Human Brotherhood, and
Universal Peace in a day when America is forgetting
her promise and destiny. Let us work on and never
despair. Though pigmy voices are loudly praising ill
gotten wealth, big guns, and human degradation,
they but represent back eddies in the tide of Time.
The causes of God cannot be lost.

+

+

Cleveland Traction Question.
Later reports from Cleveland indicate that the
agreement outlined last week (p. 847) was not
concluded. The company objects to adding Kewton D. Baker, the city solicitor, to the committee
. for drafting safeguard clauses, and the city re
fuses to turn the matter over to a committee in
whose deliberations it has no voice. The situation
as described editorially by the Plain Dealer of the
1st is as follows:
To solve the difficulty of making the public safe
guards of the Tayler plan safe without at the same
time rendering the ordinance too liable to complete
invalidation, both sides agreed to the appointment of
an advisory commission of lawyers. The traction
company expressed its willingness to submit the prob
lem to Judge Tayler, Judge Lawrence and S. H. Tolles.
while the city demanded the addition of City Solicitor
Newton D. Baker. Although the city expressly stated
that the company need not bind itself to abide by the
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findings of this commission, the traction representa
tives have remained obdurate in their opposition to
placing Mr. Baker on the commission, and have actu
ally created out of this a "point of difference." Such
action is silly and reprehensible. . . . Five points of
difference are at present under discussion. Two of
these, referring to East Cleveland and the Interurbans,
are now in process of settlement with practically no
disagreement between city and company. Two others,
those of the makeup of the advisory commission on
validation and of the "disinterestedness" of arbitra
tors, are mere quibbles on the part of the traction
company and should be eliminated at once. The fifth,
that of time limit for nominating a purchaser, has al
ready been subject for compromise. Though the Plain
Dealer believes that the company's demand on this is
not unjust, it feels that a slight concession might well
be made to meet the large concession which has been
offered by the city.
The preliminary differences, those that must be
eliminated before proceeding to valuation and the
fixing of the maximum rate of fare, are really so
i-light or so technical that they should and could be
disposed of at once.
The question of maximum rate of fare, to be fixed
after valuation by Judge Tayler, remains the threat
ening portent. But even this should be no block to
immediate peace, if Immediate peace is desired by
both sides.

Incomplete returns from the Municipal
mary election held on the 7th indicated that
L. Johnson had for the fifth consecutive time
nominated for Mayor by the Democrats, but
his eouneilmanie supporters were defeated.

Pri
Tom
been
that

NEWS NOTES
— The International Esperanto congress (vol. xi.
p. 494) opened at Barcelona, Spain, on the 6th, the
sessions to continue until the 10th.
— Reports from the little war being waged by Spain
in Morocco, in the interests of Spanish and French
mining enterprises (p. 825). indicate an improved
situation for the Spaniards.
— Lloyd Garrison Wheeler, the first Negro to be ad
mitted to the Illinois bar, died at Tuskegee on the
2Sth at the age of 60 years. From 1903 until his
death lie was business agent of the Tuskegee Normal
and Industrial Institute.
■— An agreement between China and Japan concern
ing Manchurian issues was signed at Peking on the
4th (vol. x, pp. 1188, 1213). The subjects of dispute
relate chiefly to exploitation rights in building rail
roads and opening mines.
— The National Allied Tobacco Trades Association,
composed of manufacturers, was formed at Chicago
on the 2d for the purpose of opposing legislation in
imical to the tobacco industry and to carry on a cam
paign of education for its protection.
— Reports of another flood come from northeastern
Mexico (p. 849). The town of Tulap in Nuevo Leon
was reported to have been wholly swept away on the
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5th, with a loss of 1,500 lives. Other towns suffered
perhaps as severely, but news was meager.
— James J. Gray, formerly a Democratic politician
of Chicago but latterly the Chicago leader of the In
dependence League in this city, died on the 2d. Mr.
Gray was regarded as an honest public official, and
in his citizenship he commanded universal respect.
—Henry B. Blackwell, venerable leader in the
woman suffrage movement and editor of the
Woman's Journal, died at his home in Boston on
the 7th, in his 85th year. Mr. Blackwell was the
husband of Lucy Stone. He is survived by their
only daughter, Alice Stone Blackwell.
— The general strike in Sweden (p. 804) is officially
declared to be at an end, an agreement having been
reached on the 4th between the employers and {he
striking workmen, except in those factories where
work ceased through lockout. For these, the original
cases, governmental mediation is expected.
—The Chicago lawsuit to nulify the Gover
nor's veto of the business corporation act (p. 729) has
been abandoned in favor of a new suit begun on the
2d at Springfield in order to accommodate the Secre
tary of State whose records and assistants will be
needed at the trial, and to whom a trial at Chicago
would therefore be of great inconvenience.
— Patents for a potable wood-alcohol were reported
on the 5th to have been granted to Malcolm E. Ewen
and George H. Tomllnson of Chicago. This product,
claimed by its inventors to be purer than grain alco
hol, is obtained from sawdust, edgings, slabs, shavings
and other saw mill waste, at a cost of about 7 cents
a gallon. The process consists in extracting glucose
from the wood and converting the glucose into al
cohol.
— Three of the Siberian refugees held at Nome for
deportation under the immigration laws (p. 829) —
Evtcho Krugleschenko, Peter Dorogui and Peter Ivanov—and subsequently ordered by the Department of
Commerce and Labor to be deported, are now ordered
to be held for further investigation into their case.
The Political Refugee Defense League had protested,
and In consequence of this the order of suspense was
issued.
—A convention of the Washington State Direct Leg
islation League was held at the Exposition grounds,
Seattle, on the 31st. Senator George E. Cotterill was
elected chairman of the convention. The principal
address, "Six Years of Direct Legislation in Oregon,''
was made by W. S. U'Ren. Other addresses were
made by W. H. Kaufman, formerly secretary
of the league that carried the measure in South
Dakota, and by the chairman, Senator Cotterill.
— Huerfano county, Colorado, was reported on the
3d as in rebellion against the State under the follow
ing circumstances: The power of the Colorado Fuel
and Iron company has been absolute in Huerfano
county from the time of the first working of coal in
that section and it is charged that 18,000 acres of
coal land was assessed by County Assessor Sanchez
as grazing land, thereby saving the Colorado Fuel and
Iron company a huge sum in taxes. Sanchez was
ordered to appear before Gov. Shafroth to show cause
why he should not be removed. Instead of accepting

the summons, Sanchez appealed to his friend, Jeff
Farr, sheriff and boss of Huerfano county, and the
sheriff declared on the 3d that the summons would be
ignored by Sanchez and the authority of the State
officials would not be recognized. He will not serve
the summons or any other papers on Sanchez nor per
mit any person to supersede Sanchez.
— The monthly statement of the United States
Treasury Department (p. 782J for August, 1909, shows
the following thus far for the fiscal year ending June
30, 1910:
Gold Reserve fund
Available rash

:

$150,000,000.00
97,950,870.90

Total
$247. 950, 870.90
On hand at close of last fiscal year, June
:!0, 1909
274,453.841.25
Decrease

% 26.502,970.35

— An industrial exposition under the patronage of
the Negro Business League is to be opened at Bethel
church, Chicago, from the 15th to the 20th of Septem
ber. The admission is by ticket, to be had of Thomas
Wallace Swann, 3410 Wabash avenue; telephone
"Douglas" 153. Congressman Madden is to preside
at the meetings, and among the speakers announced
are Mr. and Mrs. Booker T. Washington. President
Taft, Governor Deneen, Senator Lorimer, Bishop
Shaffer, Mayor Busse, Judges Gibbons and Kavanagh,
Nathan W. MacChesney and Louis F. Post.

PRESS OPINIONS
Cook or Peary ?
(Chicago) Inter Ocean, September 7. — For two men
separately and independently to make the discovery
which has so long baffled the world would be an ex
traordinary coincidence. But it would be a coinci
dence that does not lack many precedents in scientific
fields. The almost simultaneous yet independent in
vention of the same useful device by different men is
an unquestioned fact. Even the principle of natural
selection was announced by botli Darwin and Wallace.
The explanation of these coincidences seems to be
that when the conditions of knowledge and society
are ripe for certain discoveries these discoveries are
in the air, as it were, and are quite likely to go to
more than one discoverer. May not this have some
bearing on polar exploration? Is it not possible that
the knowledge of how to do this thing had at last so
far advanced, the spirit to do it had been so success
fully cultivated, the physical conditions had so far
lost their ierrors, that the discovery of the Pole also
was "in the air"—a prize ready to fall into hands
bold enough to reach for it? Apparently the main
difference between the two discoveries is that between
the unexpected and the expected. Should both Cook
and Peary present sufficient proofs of having reached
the Pole, the honor of the discovery would of course
go to Cook, since he reached it before Peary started
on his expedition. But should Cook's data fail to con
vince the scientific world, and should Peary return
with ample proof, popular opinion would give the
honor to Peary. If both have succeeded, there is
honor enough for both.
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The George Idea.
Buffalo Courier (Dem.), Sept. 2.—Men who hold
with the late Henry George that public revenue should
be derived from land values and that all improve
ments of whatever nature should be exempt from
taxation will celebrate today in a number of American
cities the seventieth anniversary of his birth. The
public has heard little of Henry George and the single
tax since tlie death of the distinguished author of
"Progress and Poverty" in 1897 while in the middle
of an exciting mayoralty campaign in New York city.
But his enthusiastic disciples say that never before
has the single tax idea made so much progress as
during the last ten years. . . . Thirty years is a brief
space of time for one man appreciably to influence the
economic thought of the race, but the present political
contest in Great Britain, where the land value tax is
being as earnestly proclaimed as Mr. George could
have done it himself by leaders of the Liberal party,
is an evidence of more rapid growth than he perhaps
hoped for. When statesmen like Premier Asquith,
David Lloyd-George and Winston Churchill discuss
the right of the people to the "unearned incre
ment," as John Stuart Mill styled it, the followers of
Henry George surely have reason to rejoice.

Springfield (111.) Daily Register (Dem.), Sept. 1.—
That the members of the Springfield Henry George
Association have encountered difficulty in supplying
the demand for banquet plates rather than the usual
difficulty in finding patrons, is not only a compliment
to those planning the celebration, but a fact reflecting
the good sense of the prospective banqueters who have
.shown edifying interest in a theme which is stirring
thinking men to action that will be of tremendous
benefit to the nation once the dynamos of thought
generate the motive power which these live wires of
fundamental principle are possible of conduct
ing.

+
Springfield (111.) Daily Record (Dem.), August 29.
—Coming events cast their shadows before them and
the great interest that is now manifest in the doc
trines propounded by Henry George is merely the
shadow of the things that are to come. Men are awak
ening to a very full realization of the fact that there
is something downright rotten with our present sys
tems—systems that enable one man to accumulate the
enormous fortune of $700,000,000, while hundreds of
thousands of deserving men are unable to find a day's
work. The spirit of unrest is moving on the face of
the social waters. The old systems have had their
clay and, for many of them, the night is not far dis
tant.

+

+

The British Budget.
(New York) Home Topics of Washington Heights.
August 28.—Strange to say the only persons in this
city who seem to understand what, is happening in
England are the rent payers and those who toil for
their living in payment for weekly wages. One would
imagine the landowners would wake up, for it con
cerns them intimately. The passing of this budget is
the serving of notice upon every landowner In the
world that there is a cloud on the title of the land he
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owns. That the land belongs to the people In fee
simple, and that in the not far distant future the peo
ple will come Into Its possession.

The Ripening of Prosperity.
Dun's Review (fln'l), August 21.—Reports from the
principal cities unite in confirming [pp. 638, 685] the
revival in trade. They speak of wholesalers being
taxed to supply the demand from retailers, of manu
facturers experiencing a constantly broadening mar
ket for their products, and of a steadily Increasing
courage on all sides as the crop season advances
and the outlook for large harvests, of unprecedented
money value, widens. The prospect Is that the vol
ume of business will before long attain such propor
tions that maximum capacity will be reached and
labor be at a premium.
*
*
"Protection for American Workingmen I"
New York Evening Post (ind.), August 24.—To
those of our Republican friends who really believe
that protection is the salvation of American labor, we
would respectfully commend the facts about the work
ingmen of the Pressed Steel Car Company, which the
strike has brought out. Some of the men have shown
their pay checks, according to which a yard laborer
who worked fourteen days, received $15; a master
riveter $16 for thirteen days; a riveter, for ten days
and two nights, $6.50; a puncher, ten and one-half
days, $14.95; a backer-up, for fourteen days, seven
hours, $20.30. The six hundred men in the car-erect
ing department, who originally struck, asked for an
eight-hour day at thirty cents an hour—surely not a
tremendously high wage for skilled labor—the best
paid labor in the world. Now, if the conditions of life
in the Pressed Steel Car Company's employ were ex
ceptional, we might lay it all to what is plainly an
arrogant and grinding management But the Pitts
burg Survey, as undertaken recently by scientific in
vestigators, shows conditions throughout the Pitts
burgh district—the pride of the Protective system—
which can hardly be described as else than sickening.

Bryan on Protection.
The Commoner, Aug. 27.—The time is passed for
sham battles on the tariff question. The only vic
tory we have won on the tariff in recent years was
the victory of 1892, when we attacked the principle
of protection. No real fight can be made until a dis
tinct line is drawn between the opposing forces.
The progressive Republicans can not make a success
ful fight against the Aldrich element, because both
factions in the Republican party claim to be protec
tionists. It is only a question of degree with no way
of defining the issue. So with those Democrats who
shy at "a tariff for revenue only;" they can not state
their position without borrowing Republican phrase
ology. Whenever a Democrat begins to defend pro
tection he throws away his arms and joins the ranks
of the non-combatants. Taxation should be for rev
enue only. Taxation of the many for the benefit of
the few is robbery under the form of law, whether
it is invoked to aid the manufacturers of the East
or the producers of raw material in the West and
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South. Aside from the objections made to the prin
ciple of protection, it must be remembered that com
paratively few can be benefited by a protective tar
iff. A protective tariff that would distribute its ben
efits among all would be of no benefit to anyone. To
benefit those for whom it i6 made, a protective tariff
must hurt the rest of the people. The Democratic
party must take the part of the whole people and
challenge the Republicans—standpatters and pro
gressives alike-—to defend the protective principle.
Tariff reform by the friends of protection has turned
out to be a fraud—tariff reform by protectionist Dem
ocrats would be just as disappointing. Tariff reform
by the friends of the tariff is impossible; tariff re
form by the enemies of high tariff is not only rea
sonable, but necessary. Now for a real fight be
tween the tax payers and the tax eaters.

Despotism in Mexico.
St. Louis Mirror (ind.), Sept. 2.— For two years
and more the Appeal to Reason of Girard, Kan., has
been picturing the terrible conditions in Mexico, but
because that is a Socialist newspaper the other papers
did not comment upon it. The reason why is plain.
Diaz is the friend and the accomplice of the big capi
talists of this country, who are grabbing Mexico.
Those capitalists want to keep in the good graces of
Diaz. They have a pull with the papers and those
papers have only compliments for the Dictator. The
Mirror has referred to the true situation several times
within two years, pointing out the absurdity of this
country's playing into the hands of Diaz as it has
been, and as it is now about to do more conspicuously,
when President Taft shall meet him at El Paso for a
love feast. This event will undoubtedly solidify
around Diaz the special interests that have an interest
in perpetuating his power. . . . With President Taft
swapping taffy with Diaz, it looks as if there isn't
much chance for official United States sympathy with
the poor "Greasers." Maybe the truth bluntly told in
the American Magazine will arouse Americans to pro
test against our President's dalliance with the brutal
Diaz, but then maybe it won't. We're still burning
"niggers" In the South and we gave the Philippines
the "water cure." "The rights of man" are "played
out" here. What's best for the Big Business? When
we find out, that's what we're for, here and every
where.

+

*

Negro Prejudice a Plutocratic Cloak.
Chicago Dally Socialist (Soc.), August 26.—This
disfranchisement of the Southern Negro is really but
part of a general movement of the ruling class to
take the ballot from the workingman. It has been
accompanied by greater and greater restrictions
upon the ballot throughout the country . . . and in
every possible indirect method the vote has been
taken from the workers. In the South the scheme
has been carried out more boldly. Under cover of
race prejudice, laws have been enacted in practically
every Southern State disfranchising the entire work
ing class. Incidentally, there could be no stronger
proof of the fact that the so-called race auestion Is
but a class struggle and that workingmen who allow
themselves to lip deceived by the howl against the
Xegro are but fastening the fetters upon their own

hands. The latest State to make an assault upon
the working class ballot under the cover of race
prejudice is Maryland. A constitutional amendment
is to be submitted In this State that pretends to be a
measure to disfranchise the Negroes. . . . The cen
tral thing in the proposed amendment is the clause
providing for an examination of each applicant for
registration who does not pay a certain amount of
taxes. All such propertyless persons must be able
to write out "correctly" (and the judges will decide
upon the correctness) a mass of information with
which not one person in ten thousand Is familiar.
... Of course this rigmarole simply means that all
whom the election officials wished to vote would an
swer "correctly" and all others would be refused
registration.

+

+

The Passing of the Legal Profession.
The (New York) Nation (ind.), July 1.—Modern
tendencies have too much changed the practice of
law from a profession to a trade. The professional
restraints have given way in many cases to the pros
titution of a lawyer's legitimate services to a barter
for hire. It is well to remind young attorneys that
by virtue of their calling they are all informal offi
cers of the courts of justice.

Nevertheless, Let us Always Respect the Judiciary!
Collier's (ind.), July 10.— So rank have been many
of the corporation decisions handed down by the
Supreme Courts in some Southern and Western
States that the Federal courts are refusing to follow
them. . . The scandal of the Supreme Court of
Colorado is fresh in the public mind. That court was
increased by law from three to seven—a somewhat
similar increase was recently made in Washington—
and the Colorado court was packed by certain cor
porations whose candidates were selected by them
and appointed by the Governor. It was done to se
cure certain decisions unfriendly to labor and to pro
tect certain franchises by which the city of Denver
was despoiled.
*1*

V

T*

The nightingale will not
The cuckoo's note deride,
But if my song be not
Like yours, you scoff and chide.
Why can we humans not
Like unto little birds
Shout all harmoniously
Our different songs and words?
—Translated from the German of Angclus Silesius.
by Dr. Paul Carus.
♦ ♦ ♦
Nobody's opinions can . . . claim any weight
who does not habitually read at least one paper,
either daily or weekly, representing the view op
posite to that which he holds; and no thoughtful citi
zen, with a reasonable amount of leisure, ought to
rest till he had gained such information as to the
great political problems of the hour as will enable
him to check and correct the misrepresentations of
(he newspapers of all parties— G. P. Gooeh, i . "The
Heart of the Empire."
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RELATED THINGS
CONTRIBUTIONS AND REPRINT
TENNYSON.
1809— 1909.
For The Public.
O bard immortal! Fertile, golden mind!
Thou who didst voice all human hopes and fears
In memory of him for whom thy tears
Became seed pearls of thought for all mankind ;
Thou who with mystic gaze anew didst find
The holy grail, lost through so many years.
And give us Arthur, well beloved of seers.
To be the race ideal, holy, kind—
Knight of the plume! Knight of the whole round
world!
The jousting tilts are o'er, the banners furled,
But thou hast slain more evil with thy pen,
Than fell in ancient days by steel-clad men.
Age upon age shall herald thy renown.
And add fresh laurel leaves unto thy crown.
TOWNSEND ALI.EN.

CLEVELAND'S DIRECTOR OF PUB
LIC SAFETY.
Dorothy Dale in the Cleveland Press of August 16, 1909.
Rev. Harris K. Cooler, the preacher who has
become head of the police department by his new
appointment as Director of Public Safety, is not
taking a vacation this year. His new appoint
ment also makes him head of the fire service,
building inspection department, and still leaves
him in management of the most stupendous char
ities and correction work ever attempted in an
American city.
Director Cooler sat at the desk of his secretary,
J. B. Vining, in the city hall Monday. Yining is
on vacation. But Director Cooley was not going
over building codes, studying the newest methods
of catching pickpockets, or thinking out new ways
to fight fire. He was getting telephone messages
on how this boy was improving at the Hudson
boys-farm, how that man, taken into the broth er, hood home for paroled workhouse prisoners, had
made good, and how happy poor people from the
infirmarr are since they had been given homes out
on the big farm at Warrensville. He looked as
happv as if he were plaving golf.
"Director of Public Safety?"
Mr. Cooley looked up with an inquiring smile.
Then lie laughed.
'"'Oh, yes, to be sure, that has been my title
since Saturday noon," he said.
"I seem rapidly to be becoming the man of
titles. First it was Director of Charities and Cor
rection, next it was Director of Public Service
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when T found I would have to be that to still keep
my charity work, and now it has become neces
sary, under the law passed by the State legisla
ture, to combine plumbing and steel construction
and the protection and police work with charity ;
but I don't mind, as long as my old work is left.
1 had hoped to get away for a two-week rest, but T
don't see my way clear."
There wasn't any complaint in the tone. Bath
er, it was satisfaction. His beloved charity work
had not got away from him, even if it did bring
other heavy duties. That' was the main point.
Director Cooley 's face is a record of what that
has been. On the face of no other man in. public
or private life has a story of endeavor been so
plainly written. The broad forehead is seamed
with wrinkles. The mouth and eyes are sur
rounded by furrows.
And yet the smile is as steady and ready as if
there had never been any cause for the wrinkles,
every one of which records the persistent fight he
has had to make Cleveland and finally the world
see the care of the unfortunate and criminal as
he sees if.
It is the face of a dreamer of big dreams who
never thought of rest till he made the big dreams
come true.
Eight years ago this man, who has come to fig
ure so largely in public affairs, was in the pulpit
of the Cedar Avenue Disciple church. He stepped
down when Mayor Tom offered him the public
charity work. Business men protested. They
protested more when they found what he wanted.
But he never wavered.
He wanted a place where boys who had done
wrong could grow better instead of worse. Hud
son farm is the result. Business men never men
tion the expense now.
He believed that men shut up for misdoing
should have a place where they could become in
terested in something better than each other's
troubles.
Warrensville farm, covering three
square miles, came out of that. So did the Bro
therhood Home for Paroled Prisoners, on Summit
avenue. Business men now have a waiting list
for men from the brotherhood.
He also held that men in the workhouse who
couldn't pay fine> were not being punished for
drunkenness, but because they had no money, and
that they should be out earning a living for their
families. That resulted in the paroling of 1,400
men the first year, and the holding up of hands in
horror. Only 9 per cent of the men had to be re
arrested and the hands went down.
"I couldn't bear to give up the work in which I
think I can be of greatest service to the city," he
went on. "Why, there are GOO old people out at
the farm, and everything is in fruition. Even my
best friends didn't realize what I was trying to do.
They wonder when they sec Warrensville.
"As to this other work that has come, I will do
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the best I can with it. But I am not a policeman,
nor a fireman, nor a builder. It would be foolish
for any director to try to tell Chief Wallace, for
instance, how to fight tire.
"I will advise with them and attend to the tech
nical part of the work that must legally be done by
me, but I shall not interfere with details.
"This whole arrangement puts more power into
the hands of the Mayor, and more responsibility
.on the heads. He makes the appointments of the
heads of departments. They are responsible to
him and the board of control.
'"This plan, which merges safety and service
boards, is not as good as the old federal plan, hut
T think it will work out well."

A CHINAMAN WRITING OF HIS
OWN PEOPLE.
From a Leaflet Entitled "The United States and
China," Written by Wei-Ching W. Yen, Second
Secretary of the Chinese Legation at
Washington.
We have a saying that between right and wrong
the public is an equitable judge; or in the words
I of Sir Robert Hart, "they (the Chinese) believe
in right so firmly that they scorn to think it re
quires to be supported or enforced by might."
That this saying is based on a correct philosoph
ical conception, and that our belief is also the
guiding principle of the great men of other na
tions is proved by the numerous foreign states
men and writers that have rushed to our defense
whenever the honor and fair name of China have
lieen unjustly assailed or her actions misconstrued.
Nothing in the history of the foreign relations of
the Empire has afforded us more gratification and
filled us with more pride and hope than the
staunch friendship and deep affection which so
many foreigners, generally the ones that know us
best, have for China.
It is hardly possible to restrain a smile when
we read that "no one knows or ever will know
the Chinese, the most incomprehensible, inscrut
able, contradictory, logical, illogical people on
earth." This sounds something like a characteriza
tion, in a comic paper, of women, and is not to he
taken seriously. The fact is, we are very much like
other human beings, with to lie sure some pe
culiarities, due to centuries of segregation from
other nations. But we have essentially "the same
hopes and fears, the same joys and sorrows, the
same susceptibility to pain and the same capacity
for happiuess." With increased and better ac
quaintance of the world through travel abroad and
reading at home, the representative men of our
country will lose many of the traits and discard
many of the customs that seem peculiar to West
erners. Indeed, we have already a class of cos
mopolitans, men who have enjoyed educational

facilities abroad and who arc as much at home
in London or New York as in Peking.
In recent years, a revolution has taken place
in our world of thought. Always a nation that
delighted in books and worshipped literary talent,
we have had a literature equal in extent and qual
ity to that of Greece or Rome. Very few West
erners who have mastered our language have not
echoed and re-echoed the sentiment that "untold
treasures lie hidden in the rich lodes of Chinese
literature.'' This mine of intellectual wealth has
been enriched by the translation of the best work?
of the West. John Stuart Mill, Huxley, Spencer.
Darwin and Henry George, just to mention a fc»
of the leading scholars of the modern age, are
as well known in China as in this country. Th«doctrine of the survival of the fittest is on the lips
of every thinking Chinese, and its grim signifi
cance is not lost on a nation that seems to be the
center of the struggle in the Far East. Western
knowledge is being absorbed by our young men at
home or abroad at a rapid rate, and the mental
power of a large part of four hundred millions
of people, formerly concentrated on the Confucian
classics, is being turned in a new direction—the
study of the civilization of the West.
Socially, an agricultural people is being trans
formed of a sudden into a manufacturing and in
dustrial nation. New desires have given birth to
new wants; the railway and the steamship must
take the place of the mule cart, the sedan chair
and the houseboat ; gas and electricity supplant the
paper lantern and the oil lamp; the roar of the
iooin l)cwilders the factory girl who has been used
to the hand-weaving machine; and the smoke of
factories and arsenals threatens to soil the blue of
our skies and make hideous the exterior form of
nature as it has done in the West. . .
There is a public opinion in China now that
makes itself heard and obeyed. No longer is it
possible to hold to the conception that China
stands for a few men in power and that their will
is the law of the land. As Mr. Elihu Root has
recently expressed it, "The people now, not gov
ernments, make friendship or dislike, sympathy or
discord, peace or war between nations." The
people of China are gradually coming to their
own. and with the elaborate preparations now
being made for a constitutional government, it is
only a question of a few years when a Chinese'
parliament becomes an established fact, and an
other member of the human family added to the
ranks of liberal government.
T

T

T

JURIES AND THE LAW.
From the London Daily News of June 24, 1909.
What we felt it necessary to say the other day
about Mr. Justice Ridley's hectoring of a jury on
circuit, as reported in a Wolverhampton paper.
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receives some learned support from Mr. Keuelm
D. Cotes, the editor of the "Social England" se
ries. "May I," he writes, "lay ljefore you the
facts as lo trial by jury? The jury, as Palgrave
pointed out, were originally in a way the lawgiv
ers, and this right they never lost till quite late
ly ; at least, the right to declare the law. William
I. summoned twelve men from every shire to de
clare the English law, and Lord Hale called this
as full and sufficient a Parliament as ever was
held in England. In, I think, Bushell's case
(temp. Car. I.) it was decided that the jury need
not take the law absolutely from the Judge. 'The
jury resolve the law complicately with the fact.'
When the Stuarts were prosecuting men for sedi
tious libel the juries frustrated the Crown by re
fusing to find a verdict ; they insisted on finding
'Guilty of publishing'; and the Judges did not
like to declare that a verdict of guilty in law. In
a Quaker's case the jury found a verdict of not
guilty for unlawful assembly, and a medal was
struck to commemorate the action of the jury,
who were 'the judges of law as well as of fact.' "

In the old time, as Palgrave put it, "the obstin
acy of one sturdy yeoman in a distant shire might
stand firm against all the thunder of the Ex
chequer at Westminster." "It is only in our
later times," says Mr. Cotes, "that it has been
forgotten what the functions of a jury really are ;
that is, not to stand out against king or nobles
only, but also against the king's judges. 'We all
know,' Selden wrote, 'what twelve men in scarlet
can do.' I am sorry not to quote the authorities
with certainty," adds Mr. Cotes, who writes from
t'hcltonham, "but provincial towns have practical
ly no books."
*
"Judges and barristers now assert that the
jury must take the law absolutely from the
judge," concludes our correspondent. "It seems
from the ease you quote that they are beginning
to say they are to take the facts also. Mr. Justice
Ridley is right in saying that juries were bound
to return a verdict, but that was because, as men
of the neighborhood, the facts were supposed to
be within their cognizance, so that they were ob
stinately refusing. But what verdict they re
turned was left to themselves. They need not
even bring the verdict on the facts in court; for
one of their number might reasonably know of
something that he brought to the knowledge of
his fellows. They swear to find a verdict, not, of
course, as the judge directs, but 'so help them
God.' "
*
Referring to the same interesting case, a read
er in Manchester writes:
Your comment on the hustling of a jury by Mr.

Justice Ridley at the Shropshire Assizes recalls an
experience we once had in Manchester. In January.
1892, the last time the late Lord Coleridge attended
here, he took the civil business. A commercial case
came before him.
Now, it had often been noted that judicial deci
sions in commercial cases had too frequently been
unsatisfactory, and an agitation for specially ar
ranged commercial courts and the appointment of
special judges versed in commercial usages had set in.
Lord Coleridge, in the action now referred to,
summed up for a certain verdict, and, to his amaze
ment, the jury disagreed with him. What in the
world a jury is for, except to well and truly try to
use their own brains, is hard to say. Evidently his
lordship considered their business was to do as they
were told.
"He became intensely angry," says our corres
pondent, "at their daring to differ from him, and
contemptuously compared the twelve good men
and true to a lot of Dorsetshire laborers. (Why
Dorset I can't say. His lordship lived on the
Dorsetshire border, and may have remembered
that Dorsetshire laborers had suffered in the early
forties the martyrdom of transportation as pio
neers of trade unionism.)*'

"His lordship told the jury their verdict was
perverse, refused to accept it, and ordered a new
trial," concludes our friend. "The now trial took
place a fortnight later lx>fore another Judge and
another jury, and the second jury confirmed the
verdict of the first—establishing, as the Press
pointed out, that the perversity lay on the side
of the Judge."

+

+

*

THE SUFFRAGETTE "HUNGER
STRIKE."
From a Letter in the Westminster Gazette of July
22, 1909, Written by Elizabeth Robins.
For several years women have endured for their
political opinion's sake such treatment as is meted
out to drunkards and to thieves.
Suffragettes
have endured this for a cause which has been be
fore the country for forty years, a cause to which
±20 members of the present Parliament have
given their adhesion, a cause of which a majority
of the present Cabinet are in favor. Now, if the
traditional avenue through which voteless citi
zens can carry a grievance (the orderly petition
ing of the King's representative) —if that bo
barred, what are voteless citizens to do?
If they are men their practice has been either
to make the general public suffer for its apathy
(by burning down buildings and by indiscriminate
bloodshed) or else they have made their opponents
suffer in person.
The women's way has all along been to take the
hrunt of the suffering upon themselves.
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It is this difference which has blinded many
men to the force that lies behind the woman's
movement. It has led responsible officials to jeer
at a "policy of pinpricks," and to speak with
pride of the way in which men forced the door
•'at which the ladies are scratching."
The time has come when any available light
should be shed upon this darkness, especially as
a new phase has been entered upon by the four
teen members of the W. S. P. TJ., who feel that
enough suffragettes have undergone punishment
in the Second Division. These latest prisoners
are trying in their own persons to ensure that the
indignities they suffer shall be the last inflicted
upon the women of this country on account of po
litical agitation.
Though the story of human fortitude is older
than any history that is written in any books, the
fortitude that will go any length still wears to
the average mortal an air so strange that it runs
the risk of not being recognized. Now, Sir, my
point is that these women know that. They un
dertake their "hunger strike," realizing that it
will be supposed they will not go so far with it
as to do themselves a mortal injury. They know
it will be supposed that they are trying merely to
frighten authority, and that they will prudently
stop this side of a course that will bring them a
release for which neither the Home Secretary's
order nor that of the King will be needed.
There are, without doubt, persons so angered
against the suffragettes as to say, "Very well, let
them expiate their foolishness with their lives."
But that will not be the public view of the
matter. Nor will it be the (intended) view of the
Government. It therefore seems necessary to saythat in dealing with these women it will not do
to count upon the usual canons of self-interest.
There are those (whether among the suffragettes
now in Holloway or the thousands outside) —there
are those prepared to pay any price that may be
exacted for protesting against more women being
made to suffer the indignities of the Second Di
vision—for what? For following to its logical
conclusion an opinion they share with the ma
jority of the legislators of this country.
The prisoners know quite well how it may end
for any one of them. The people who are not
fully informed are those whom the country will
hold responsible for the issue. And that seems to
me not fair. There should be no avoidable mis
understanding as to the spirit (however repre
hensible) in which the "hunger strike" is under
taken. The women are laving hands upon a very
terrible weapon, but there is no ground for hoping
that if they let it fall others will not take the
weapon up. That this should be so may be fanatic
ism. But it is also hard fact. Calling it names,
txood or bad, will not alter it.
I know it is said that if the authorities do not
deal stringently with these cases general disorder

will ensue in England; and everyone hereafter
who has a grievance will think he has only to
break a few windows and gather a crowd in West
minster to get his will. But that is childishness.
"Anyone," with a grievance hereafter who can get
thousands of reputable people to espouse his
cause, hundreds to go to prison for it, and the
general public to give him fifty thousand pounds
a year to spend on it, will have reason to be list
ened to. No cause is fed so fat on air.
But my aim in addressing you is to prevent
anyone having a right to say, when one of these
women succumbs in Holloway Gaol, that it was
"death by misadventure." It will be no accident.
But for the Government it would be a misadven
ture which even their opponents would gladly see
them spared, if one of these women (with the
memory of the smiling members of Parliament
out for "fun," to see how women meet the nerveshattering horror of a contest with mounted po]ice) —if, wjth that memory to nerve her, one of
those prisoners force the gates of Holloway and
sets out upon the Great Adventure that even
heroes evade as long as they with honor may.

+

+

+

WILLIAM ALLEN WHITE ON
GEORGEISM IN ENGLAND.
From the Emporia Gazette of August 26. Corre
spondence From the Editor of the Gazette.
The partv in power, headed by the Lord Chan
cellor of the Exchequer—Lloyd "George, a Welsh
man—is enacting a law which looks toward the
nationalization of the land of England. It is the
old Henry George single tax idea thin../ disguised.
Little did Snediker and the single taxers of
Elmendaro township, Lyon county. State of Kan
sas, dream a dozen years ago, when they were
leading a forlorn hope in Lyon county politics,
trying to sugar-coat their creed and get it incor
porated into the Populist platform, that the same
doctrine would be preached up and down England
by the head of the dominant party, and that suc
cessful politicians would be fighting under the
slogan, "down with the dukes."
The plan, as outlined in the government
budget, is to secure a valuation of all English
i.nd. And whenever any land is sold to take 20
per cent of the increase in value of the land for
the state.
For instance, th^re is a vacant 100 foot lot at
the corner of Tenth and Exchange in Emporia,
which the writer bought for Sp500 seven years ago.
He has refused $1,500 for it. Under the English
proposal, when he sells it, if he does sell it for
$1,500, the State, in addition to thr. regular an
nual taxes, would take $200 before the deed would
be registered, as its share of what the single taxers
called the "unearned increment."
And this would be absolutely fair. The man
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who bought that lot has clone little, if anything, to
earn that $1,000 ; the people of Emporia have done
most of it by living thriftily, peacefully and hon
estly, making the town a desirable residence place.
They should, in all fairness, have their share of
the increase in the value of city property.
This is no mere dream. It is a law now in
actual practice in certain German cities. In Eng
land it is to be applied, not to agricultural lands,
which grow in value through the owner's improve
ments, nor to small holdings, but to big city lots
and estates—mostly of the lords and dukes.
Naturally, the proposal of the Government to
tax the landlords' unearned increment in England
produced a great outcry. And there was a great
hullabaloo* But as election after election returned
members pledged to the proposition without the
loss of a single member, it dawned upon the Tories
that Liberalism would prevail.
In July there was a great mass meeting called
in Hyde Park, to support the Government in its
demand for the proposed tax upon the unearned
increment. And we got into a iaxicab and went
to see the fun. There was a great procession lead
ing to the park. It was composed of laboring
men, merchants, professional men—all sorts. The
banners they carried are of interest. One read,
"Idle Lands Make Idle Hands," another read
"Tax Land, Not Food." A third read "Down
With the Dukes." A big banner carried Crom
well's picture, and one man carried "a banner with
a strange device" that looked mighty familiar to
the Kansas eyes. The banner declared for "equal
rights to all, special privileges to none." And the
great Government of England, the cabinet and a
majority of parliament were behind it.
It is a long jump from Jerry Simpson to LloydGeorge, lord chancellor of the exchequer, but
progress seems to have made it in "two jumps."
Knowing something of the political temper of
Europe, we were not surprised to see the greatest
political meeting ever held in Hyde Park, support
ing the increment tax. But even if we were not
surprised, we were immensely interested at seeing
I he same deadly seriousness in the English crowd
that used to pervade the old Farmers' Alliance
processions in the nineties in Kansas.
An American crowd takes its politics ordinarily
in a merry mood. There is always a good-natured
chnding and guying and badinage in an American
procession of any sort, and a political procession in
this land of the free is usually festive. But this
great English crowd, to begin with, was flanked
with policemen. The police never know where
trouble will start in a British crowd, and so. with
these banners demanding "land for the landless,"
and taxes "upon the idle rich and not upon the
idle poor," literally thousands of policemen were
detailed to march with the procession. Then, in
addition to the solemnity produced by the police,
there was a ponderous gravity about the crowd

that not even the Scotch bagpipers, playing "The
Wearing of the Green"—which, of itself, is
enough to make a dog laugh—could shatter the
vast gloom of the British temperament.
In the park, 250,000 men gathered. There were
fourteen platforms ranged in a crescent about as
long as from the railroad over to the city library
and back to the Normal School. On each of these
platforms speakers were holding forth. There
were members of Parliament, politicians, states
men and one woman speaker at each stand.
The presence of the woman speakers, though
women have no vote, is a British political tradi
tion, and titled women, "ladyships" and "honor
able Mrs." were common, as they are at all meet
ings.
On one platform a red-haired, curly-haired
Irish priest, who looked and gesticulated and
talked like Victor Murdook, was telling the people
to rise against the idle landlords, who toiled not.
neither did they spin, but who spent their live*
"yatching in the Mediterranean, and marking time
in Picadilly."
At all of the fourteen platforms the orators
were going at the same' time, and the great crowd
moved from platform to platform, listening to its
heroes.

BOOKS
A CATHOLIC PROFESSOR ON
WAGES.
A Livino Wage: Its Ethical and Economic Aspects.
By John A. Ryan, S. T. 1.., Professor of Ethics
and Economics in the St. Paul Seminary. With
an introduction by Richard T. Ely, Ph. D., LL. D.
Published by The Macmillan Company, New York
and London. Price $1 net.
A priest in the Roman Catholic Church and a
teacher in one of it* theological schools. Dr. Ryan
presents in this book—to adopt the words of Dr.
Ely in the Introduction—"a clear-cut. well-defined
theory of wages based upon his understanding of
the approved doctrines of his religious body.'' It
is the first attempt in the English language. Dr.
Ely states, "to elaborate what may be called a
Roman Catholic system of political economy,"
meaning, as he explains, "an attempt to show ex
actly what the received doctrines of the Church
signify in the mind of a representative Catholic
when they are applied to the economic life."
Dr. Ryan is not offering a complete theory of
justice concerning wages; he lays down no rules
for determining the full measure of eomjxmsation
for work ; he deals only with the question of a living
wage, feeling that in the present stage of intel
lectual development relative to the distribution
of the product,* of labor, any more profound ex
position could not be generally convincing. His
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book must be read in the light of this self-im
posed limitation. Yet even this limitation hardly
explains the author's use of a dictum on page
326, which attributes essentially to the employer's
"ability to wait, while the laborer must go to work
today or starve," the laborer's unwilling sale of
his labor for less than a living wage. Since the
employer's ability to wait would count for nothing
if the demand for workers were pressing or even
the most primitive working opportunities were
free, that statement of the author seems to have
been improvidentlv borrowed from the economic
pleaders for things as they are. But on the whole
and within its limitations, here is a refreshing dis
cussion of the wages question—refreshing both in
its intellectual and its moral aspects.
At the outset Dr. Ryan makes good the basic
contention that every laborer has a moral right
to a living wage ; and in this he makes quick work
of the fallacious use of the argument that "free
contracts are fair contracts." Labor contracts for
less than a living wage are essentially not free
contracts. "The laborer agrees to the harsh con
ditions because they mean for him the preserva
tion of life."
After a careful effort to estimate a living wage
in terms of money the author fixes the minimum
at $600 a year. To meet the increase necessary
to lift the underpaid to this level, he points to
the increased product, under the principle of the
"economy of high wages"; to the possibilities of
lessening the supply of luxuries for the
rich by producing necessaries of life instead ;
and especially to the possibilities of "the vast
amount of productive power that is at
present utilized or only partially utilized"; for,
as he adds, "no one who is at all acquainted with
the unused industrial resources of America— the
lands, mines and fisheries, the machinery that
exists and that could readily be called into exist
ence, the numbers of men that are nearly always
unemployed in nearly every industry—can doubt
for a moment that if all these were fully utilized
in addition to the productive forces actually em
ployed, the natural product would be abundantly
adequate to provide a decent livelihood for every
man, woman and child in the country."
By no means the least interesting or useful
feature of this book is its able discussion of the
doctrine of natural rights.

"THE QUESTION OF QUESTIONS."
Some Assurances of Immortality. By John R. N.
Berry. R. F. Fenno & Co., New York, 13 East
17th St. Price 50c.
The author of this small volume contributes
his view of a much discussed subject with as
fairly convincing "assurances" as are offered by
the Legion of writers on this topic. When he says

of the question. "To no man has the answer been
given," he virtually closes the door of expecta
tion to those who seek "proofs" and "evidences"
of a future life. Yet he adds: "While we may
not know, we can gain a l>elief that will be a
vestibule of knowledge."
Reasoning from the ground of the indestructi
bility of matter, the inference is fair enough that
thi1 mind controlling matter with godlike force
must be on its higher plane an eternal power.
Furl her than this Mr. Berry advances proofs,
convincing to his own mind, not only of immortal
ity, but of the return of departed souls in testi
mony of their continued existence. Communica
tion on the plane of spirit seems to him no more
incredible than communication by wireless teleg
raphy. But possibly he might admit that until
the eyes of Science are anointed with spiritual
vision it deals more understanding!)- with the
physical properties of the atmosphere than with
the subtleties of the invisible realm which mani
fests imperfectly through material mediums.
The author of "Assurances of Immortality" ap
pends short essays on "Love." "Faith," "Prayer,"
"Intuition and Conscience," in which an inde
pendence of thought and openness of vision arc
expressed with a restraint that would not offend the
most conservative mind.
r-»

A. L. M.

PAMPHLETS
Cobden and the Land Tax.
It is not generally known that Richard Cobden
was a land value taxationist as well as a freetrader;
but the fact is made plain by a little pamphlet
("Land Values" publication department, 376 Strand,
London, W. C, price 1 penny), which quotes many
striking passages from the great British liberator.

+

+

Disemployment.
The pamphlet on "Unemployment" by Winfield
R. Gaylord, Socialist State Senator in Wisconsin
(Milwaukee Social-Democratic Publishing Co., price
ten cents), states the disemployment problem with
emphatic precision: "Given the wealthiest country
on earth, with an abundance of natural resources
unexploited ; given the most perfect mechanical
equipment known to the world's history; and given
the most efficient industrial army that the civilized
world has ever known: What is to be done with the
fact that millions of able-bodied men and women
who are willing to work, and who need to work in
order to get their living, are refused the opportunity
to use their abilities in order to get the necessaries
of life?" Senator Gaylord's explanation of panics is
good as far as it goes: "The workers do not get
wages enough to buy back their product." But this
is a little like explaining floods by reference to ex
cessive rainfalls. And when he says that "there
would be no profits to the capitalist" if workers got
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enough wages, he countenances an ambiguity
which all Socialist writers would do well to rid
themselves of. "Profits" of capitalists is a term
which is commonly understood to include the whole
income of the employer; but at least some of the
income of nearly all employers is as truly wages as
the incomes of their workmen.

Judicial Aggressions.
The misconduct of judges in scolding juries, which
we have had frequent occasion to criticize, was sev
eral years ago considered professionally before the
Maryland Slate Bar Association by Henry 'Budd, of
the Philadelphia bar. Mr. Budd's address, in pamph
let form, dated 1903, lies before us (Henry Budd, 727
Walnut St., Philadelphia). It snggests the consterna
tion that would ensue, if the foreman, in behalf
of a jury, were to rise at the conclusion of the
judge's charge and say: "If your Honor please,
the charge which you have just delivered is inade
quate, badly founded in law, not properly applicable
to the facts, and we can account for such a charge
only upon the supposition that your Honor has been
governed by some improper motive or is lacking in
professional education." Yet, as Mr. Budd asks,
would the foreman's "conduct be any worse than that
of the judge who presumes to rate the jury when
the result of its deliberations upon a sub
ject expressly put by the law beyond his control, has
not been in accord with what he thinks the result
should have been?" There is but one answer, and
judges who indulge in these—eccentricities we
should like to call them, but they are too dangerously
common—would do well to ponder it. Other recent
inroads \ipon the domain of the Jury are considered
in similar spirit by Mr. Budd, including the innova
tion of "government by injunction." The juridical his
tory of "government by injunction," which had its
first faint but revolutionary beginnings no longer ago
than 1868, and did not take firm root until the early
nineties, is an especially valuable feature of this
pamphlet.

+

+

*

Let such as the Duke of Portland, who claim
the country, fight for it! —Thomas Spence.

Women's Trade Union League of (biujjo
PUBLIC MEETING
Sunday, September 12, 3 P. M.

Federation Hall, 275 La Salle St.
Topic: How We Learn Our Trades.
Discussion led by Miss Mary McKncrney, of the Bindery
Women's Union.

Refreshments.
MRS. RAYMOND ROBINS.
Prcsi !cnt.

PERIODICALS
The reported discoveries of the North Pole lend
added interest to Lieutenant Shackleton's story In
McClure's (New York) for September, of his expedi
tion for the discovery of the South Pole. President
Eliot and Jesse Mary contribute articles that the
thoughtful American will be glad to read, and an
Englishman tells an interesting story of the progress
of the little Cuban Republic.

An interesting feature of Physical Culture (New
York) for September Is an article In advocacy of
the Salisbury meat diet as a consumption cure.
Edward Quincy Norton is the writer. The interest
is heightened, perhaps, by the fact that this magazine
stands for vegetable as opposed to meat diets. In
explanation the editor, Bernarr Macfadden, says:
"Many of my readers may question the policy of
publishing the opinions contained in the following
article. I have condemned the meat diet, and for
general use I shall continue to condemn it. I desire
to reiterate, however, that I am simply searching
for truth."
V

"fr

9

"Pardon my ignorance," said the lady passenger to
the captain of the big ship, "but how do you man
age to find your way across the trackless ocean?"
"By means of the compass, madam," answered
the captain. "The needle invariably points to the
north."
"But," queried the 1. p., "suppose you wish to go
south?"— Chicago News.

An old darky wanted to Join a fashionable city
church, and the minister, knowing It was hardly
the thing to do and not wanting to hurt his feelings,
told him to go home and p-my over It. In a few
days the darky came back. "Well, what do you
think of it by this time?" asked the preacher. "Well,
sah," replied the colored man "Ah prayed an' prayed
an' de good Lawd, he says to me, 'Rastus, Ah

Hard Times :
The Cause and the Cure.
An A, B, C, of Political Economy, by James
Pollock Kohler, a lawyer of New York.
"It is no disgrace to be poor." <J The disgrace
is in not knowing why you are pcor.
•I This book will tell you why.

All welcome.
EMMA STEGIIAGEN"
SecTetorv.

Real Estate For Sal* and Exchange
EDWARD POLAK
4030 Third Ave.
Now York City

Land
Labor
Capital

Rent
Wages
Interest

Second Edition, Corrected and Enlarged: Price,
15 Cents, postpaid.
THE PUBLIC Book Dep't, El'sworth B dg.. CHICAGO. ILL

September 10, 1909.

887

The Public

wouldn't bodder inah hald about dat no ino. Ah've
been trying to git into dat chu'ch mahse'f for de las'
twenty yeahs and Ah ain't done had no luck."—
Christian Register.

+

+
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"Oh, dear!" sighed her husband's wife. "I can't
find a pin anywhere. I wonder where all the pins
go to, anyway."
"That's a difficult question to answer," replied
his wife's husband, "because they are always point-

Important Notice to Chicago Subsciibers.
After September 1, 1909, the renumbering of
streets in Chicago will be in effect according to
ordinance passed by the Chicago City Council. In
order to correct our mailing list and have The Pub
lic going through the mail to subscribers in Chicago
properly addressed, you are asked to kindly send
us at once your full name and address, giving both
old and new numbers.

The Public
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how

you use

Fels-Naptha soap!
And if the plain
directions on the
back of the red and
green wrapper are

The Public is a weekly review, giving In concise and plain
terms, with lucid explanations and without editorial
bias, all the news of the world of historical value.
It Is also an editorial paper, and, though It abstains from
mingling editorial opinions with its news accounts, it
has opinions of a pronounced character, based upon tlw
principles of fundamental democracy, which. In the col
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and freely, without favor or prejudice, without fear of
consequences, and without regard to any consideration!
of personal or business advantage. Yet It makes n«
pretensions to Infallibility, either in opinions or In
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reputation for intelligence and. honesty In both.
Besides Its editorial and news features, the paper con
tains a department entitled Related Things, in whlci,
appear articles and extracts upon various subjects,
verse as well as prose, chosen alike for their literary
merit and their wholesome human interest in relation
to the progress of democracy.
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ed in one direction and headed another."— Chicago
News.

*

+

equal-rights family lately named her new kitten
'Antisuffragette." Her mother protested. The child
answered, calmly, "Oh, I am going to change her
name as soon as she gets her eyes open!"—Wom
an's Journal.

•*•

In England the interest in woman suffrage exlends even to the children. A little girl In a strong
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