GENERAL LIBRARY,
. R UNIV. OF MICH.

~ he ublic

A National Journal of Fundamental Democracy &
A Weekly Narrative of History in the Making

LOUIS F. POST, Epitor
ALICE THACHER POST, ManaciNG Epitor

.

ADVISORY AND CONTRIBUTING EDITORS

Jauzs H. DiLLarp, Louisiana
LincoLN Sterrxens, Massachusetts
L. F.C. GarviN, Rhode Island
Hznry F. RiNg, Texas

HarserT S. BiozLow, Ohio
Fazozric C. Howsz, Ohio

Mgrs. Harrier TavLor UproN, Ohio
BrAND WHITLOCK, Ohio

HeNrRyY GEORGE, JR., New York
RoBBrT BAKER, New York

BortoN HaLL, New York

Francis 1. pu PoNT, Delaware
HerBERT QUICK, Wisconsin .
Mgrs. LoNa INGHAM RoBinson, Iowa
S. A. StockwaLL, Minnesota

‘WiLLian P. HiLr, Missouri

Joun Z. Waire, Illinois

R. F. PETTIGREW, South Dakots
W.G. EceLEsTON, New York
Lewis H. Berens, England

J. W.S. CarLig, England
Joseprn FeLs, England

Joun Paut, Scotland

GBORGE FowwLps, New Zealand

C. E. S. Woop, Oregon

Vol. XIII.

CHICAGO, FRIDAY, AUGUST 12, 1910.

No. 645

Published by Louls F, Post
Ellsworth Bullding, 357 Dearborn Street, Chicago

Single Cepy, Five Ceats Yearly Subscription, One Dellar
Entered as Second-Class Matter April 16, 1898, at the Post

Office at Chicago, Ilimois, under the Act’of March 3, 1879.
CONTENTS.
EDITORIAL:
Protectionism and InSurgency........co.coveeeeeees ..745
The Oregon Fight for People’s Power in Govern-
MENE . .iiiirenenonrencesseeorsasseanaesncnsunss 746
Equality, Not Dlncrlmlnatlon ......................... 747
Excellent Street Car Rules............cvoieievenanes 747
Franking Privileges and the Postal Deficit.......... 747
Rounding Up Criminals.................. bereeaieenes 749
The Third Degree in Los Angeles...........cceeuennn 750

Oregon Politics an Object Lesson (C. E. 8. Wood)..750

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE:
Wrecking the Steam Roller in Oregon (W. G. Eg-

BleSBtON) .......iieiiiiieriiiieiiiiteiaiserteanannn ™3
An Object Lesson for Labor (E. N. Vallandigham)..753
Charter-Making in Louisiana (E. T. Weeks)........ 754
INCIDENTAL SUGGESTIONS:
A Resolution with Teeth (S. A. Stockwell)......... 754
NEWS NARRATIVE:
Murderous Assault Upon Mayor Gaynor.............. 756
Insurgent Victory In Kansas............ooovinnnnenns 5
Insurgency In Jowa.........coieeniiiiiiiiiiiiaen 755
Work of the Peoria Conference Committee.......... 756
Senator Gore’'s Charge of Corruption................ 757
The Religious Unrest in Spaln............ooovvennne. 758
News NOEB ....q-ccvrerrornnnereranaessonensanannss ZZ’;
(Kl

Press Opinions

RELATED THINGS:
Fallure (George E. BOWeN).......coviuurtiiinnneannns 761
Theater Tickets and Land Values (Translated by
Bmil S8chmied)
The Joseph Fels Fund of America.............oovenen 761
Daniel Kiefer (portrait).
What the Devil Said to Noah (Arthur Guiterman)...763

BOOKS:
Wanted: A New Hero in Polities.................. ..763
For Industrial Insurance............................ 764
Periodicals ..........ccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieea, L764

EDITORIAL

Protectionism and Insurgency.

If the Republicans of Iowa are as firmly con-
vinced of the incontrovertible soundness and wis-
dom of Protection as their platform declares them
to be, they are hot upon the highway toward a
shocking disillusionment. For in the same plat-
form they point to “the difference between the
cost of producing dutiable commodities at home °
and abroad” as the one important fact to be known,
and therefore favor the creation of a non-partisan
commission to ascertain that difference and pub-
lish the facts. Let this be honestly and efficiently
done, and all apparent need for Protection to
maintain “American wages,” the only considera-
tion in support of Protection that has any value
outside the directors’ rooms of tariff-sheltered
trusts and the confidential intercourse of dom-
incering Standpat leaders, will vanish.

+

The difference in the cost of production in this
country and abroad once generally known to the
American people, it will be obvious to every voter,
though a wayfaring fool, that the cost of produc-
tion is lower in the United States than anywhere
else in the world. The reason is that wages of
labor are higher everywhere else than here. The
notion that American wages are relatively high,
rests upon a ludicrously illogical method of com-
parison. Look at comparative wage statistics in
any or all Protection literature, and you will find
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that the fime consumed in production, and never
the resulting product, is the basis of comparison.
Because labor abroad gets, say, a dollar a day,
whereas American labor in the same industry gets,
say, two dollars, the conclusion is implied and
often asserted, that American industries cannot
pay American wages unless competing foreign
products are burdened with a tariff high enough
to make up for the lower wages abroad. This is
like saying that a freight car can’t compete with a
wheelbarrow because it costs so much more. The
comparative producliveness of American and for-
eign labor, the determining factor, is ignored. If
American labor at two dollars a day produces, say,
twice as much in a day as labor abroad at ona
dollar a day, why is Protection necessary to main-
tain American wages?

+

That is the question Protectionists will have
to.answer to a long befooled people, when the In-
surgents shall have made common knowledge of
the difference between cost of production abroad
and at home,—which is one of our reasons for
liking the Insurgents in spite of their fatuous
confidence in the soundness and wisdom of Protec-
tion. We suspect that it is one of the reasons why
they are not liked by Aldrich and other shrewd
beneficiaries of Protection.

+ + .
The Oregon Fight for People’s Power in
Government.

We advise all persons, wherever they may live,
who are interested in clearing the Jungle and kill-
ing the Beast that Judge Ben B. Lindsey tells
about, to send to W. 8. U’Ren, Oregon City, Ore-
gon, for a pamphlet just published as a campaign
document in the People’s Power fight in Oregon.
Although the pamphlet would doubtless be mailed
free of charge to any applicant, appiicants ought
to enclose at least a small campaign contribution
to cover the cost of complying with their request.
In addition to its local value as a campaign docu-
ment, this pamphlet is a capital supplement to
Senator Bourne’s speech (pp. 697, 698) ; for, as
the speech graphically describes the progress Ore-
gon has already made in government by the peo-
ple, the pamphlet—which ought to be got into
the hands of every voter in Oregon, of every voter
in every State for that matter—describes as graph-
ically the efforts, on the one hand to strengthen
the political power of the people and on the other
to pull it up by the roots, which are to be voted
on at the election in November. No one who
reads this pamphlet and Bourne's speech, can be
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deceived by the newspaper misrepresentation that
has already set in regarding the struggle in Ore-
gon which is now under way.

+

Some of the formal features of the Oregon
pamphlet are interesting for peculiarities required
by the Oregon election laws. For instance, in or-
der to comply with the “corrupt practices law,”
the pamphlet carries the statement that it “is
printed by Multnomah Printing’ Co., 8214 Front
St., Portland, Oregon, and the authors dre W. G.
Eggleston, of Portland, Oregon, A. D. Cridge, of
Portland, Oregon, and W. S. U’Ren, of Oregon
City, Oregon.” To appreciate this, one must imag-
ine the embarrassments attending the publication
in Oregon of a campaign document written for the
Interests by some Dugald Dalgetty of the pen.

+

Questions of taxation and exemptions are dealt
with in the pamphlet, notably and concretely. It
shows in detail in this connection the actual taxes
for every Oregon county in 1909, under “the gen-
eral property” tax which prevails throughout the
United States, and what they would have been un-
der the “land value tax” which is forging ahead
in Canada, Australia, etc., and is likely to be voted
on in Oregon upon Initiative petition in 1912. In
Baker county, for example, the pamphlet shows
that under “the general property tax” farm-
ers’ lands were taxed $79,045, and would have
been taxed under “the land value tax” only
$40,319; that farmers’ buildings, stock and im-
plements were taxed $36,171, and would have
been taxed nothing; that improved city lots were
taxed only $14,0v4 and would have been taxed
$30,549; that improvements on city lots were
taxed $29,686 and would have been taxed nothing;
that speculators’ land in the country was taxed
only $35,184 and would have been taxed $76,372;
that vacant city lots were taxed only $14,074 and
would have been taxed $30,549; and that fran-
chise corporations were taxed only $57,025 and
would have been taxed $123,781; and yet that the
total taxes were only $17 more under “the general
property tax” than they would have been under
“the land value tax.” The other counties offer
approximately the same contrasts in favor of tax-
payers who are users of land, and against those
who are only forestallers. This data is accom-
panied in the pamphlet with an explanation in
general terms and by examples, enabling any tax-
payer to calculate the difference to himself, in dol-
lars and cents, between the two fiscal policies—
“the general property tax” and “the land value
tax.” This feature of the pamphlet is alone of
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inestimable general value, both for its data and
for its suggestiveness as an example in fiscal in-
vestigation.

+ +
Equality, Not Discrimination.

News dispatches tell of the refusal by Kate F.
0’Connor, a successful business woman of Rock-
ford and equal suffrage leader well kmnown
throughout Illinois, to accept a nomination for
county superintendent of schools. There is noth-
ing remarkable in that fact, but there is a whole
volume of good sense in her brief statement of
reasons.” She said: '

Superintendent Kern, even though a man, is the
best superintendent in the country outside of Ella
Flagg Young of Chicago, and 1 have no desire to
place any obstacle in the way of his succeeding him-
self as long as he lives. '

This is in the true spirit of the movement for
votes for women. Women are not to be preferred
to men in civic life, any more than men should
be preferred to women ; there should be no prefer-
ence at all on the basis of sex.

+ 4

Excellent Street Car Rules.

_ The Chicago system of street car stopping-rules
1 8o extraordinary and of such excellence in pro-
moting its apparent purposes, that we take pleas-
ure il commending it to the consideration of more
backward cities. It is very simple in general out-
line. All it requires is that cars shall stop to let off
or take on passengers, only at the near side of an
intersecting street—at the north side, for example,
if the car is going south, and at the south side if
the car is going north. What could be more
gimple than that? A mere child of a motorman
might understand it. Its usefulness is enhanced
by a simple exception. When cars round a curve
from one intersecting street into the other, they
must stop, not at the near side in that case, but
only at the far side—e. g., at the north side if the
car comes from east or west and turns north, and
at the south side if it comes from east or west and
turns south. The purpose of this trifling excep-
tion is too obvious for explanation—at any rate to
the passenger who observes it when the car does
not. Another exception makes the rule and its
first exception applicable only to the “loop” region.
When you try to board a car outside the “loop,”
or on any of the streets that border upon it, you
get without extra charge, the excitement of guess-
ing which side of the intersecting street the car
will stop at. If you are a regular customer of
particular lines at particular crossings, you may
become so familiar with the habits of your car
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as to lose the benefit of those exhilarating sensa-
tions ; but the stranger at any crossing will seldom
fail to get his money’s worth if he likes to guess
at uncertainties. Those, however, are not the
only advantages this most excellent system offers.
Since cars in the “loop” (except as they round
curves), may stop only on the near side of an
intersecting street, and as most of them can be
entered only at the rear, you have coming an
exquisitely lithesome guess as to how far down the
street the entrance end will probably be when the
car comes to a standstill. And if your guess fails
you, you may have to run one way or the other,
even if you are a woman, a cripple, or a man well
along in years, or else lose this car and get another
guess on the next one; for the cars must “make
time” regardless of the bad guessing and inagility
of would-be passengers. If you are not a regular
customer the chance of missing the guess is
increased. But it -is surprising how often this
guess is fairly made; seldom does it miss by much
more than half a car length. Nor are these guess-
ing bees the only fun about it all. The doors in
the front of the car and nearest to the cross walk
being closed, you must trot a right smart distance
out in the street to the other end of the car. The
pleasures of this pedestrianism are all the greater
if the street is muddy or icy or covered with snow ;
and when it is crowded with waiting cabs or auto-
mobiles, or when cabs and automobiles go flitting
past between the car and the sidewalk as you get
on or off the car—the explosion of a dynamite
bomb doesn’t compare with it for thrills. All this
exciting fun would be lost if the car stopped on
the far side of the intersecting street, where its en-
trance end would be near the cross walk instead of

‘being a considerable and uncertain distance up or

down the street. Whom to credit with this system
of rules nobody knows; fortunately perhaps, for if
he were known, he might be “statued” like that
bronze policeman which no longer disfigures the
ITaymarket ; or get into a book as one of the many
eighth wonders of the world. But he must be
some man who never rides in street cars. Who-
ever he is, though, his system excels in the incon-
veniences with which it favors street car riders
and the dangers it affords them. “It is to facili-
tate traffic and prevent congestion in the loop,”
explains a serious voice from the City Hall. Where-
fore we add that advantage to all the others.

+ +

Franking Privileges and the Postal Deficit.

In a friendly editorial notice of the service of
The Public in sending to its subscribers official
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copies of Senator Bourne’s most valuable speech
(p. 697), the St. Louis Republic of August
uses the fact as a text to account for the perennial
postal deficit. “How,” it asks, “did The Public
send this speech to its subscribers? In govern-
ment envelopes, bearing Senator Bourne’s frank,
mailed from Chicago, presumably from the office
of the paper?” This statement, including its
presumption, is perfectly true, as all our subscrih-
ers know. And that there was no impropriety
in it, the Republic explains by saying that “there
is in all this no hint of irregularity or of strain-
ing the limits of privileges lawfully belonging
to a Senator of the United States”; for, -as it
adds, “under the law Senator Bourne has the right
to have envelopes for his own use, bearing his
frank, printed where he pleases and in what num-
bers he pleases, and to use them as he will. These
particular envelopes bore a portion of the Congres-
sional Record to a certain number of American
citizens; the esteemed Record is published for just
such free distribution.” Referring then to the
large number of copies of that now famous speech,
which have been franked through the mails, the
Republic makes its argument on the postal deficit
in this wise:

Here is a distribution of 1,000,000 copies of a
government document, at regular rates an item of
$10,000, made through the Post Officc Department,
and not one cent of credit given to the Department
on the Government’s books therefor. Last year the
deficit in the postal revenues was $17,441,719. And
the Government said it was owing to too great
mercy to the publishers of magazines! No account
is kept of the Government’s own use of the mails.
No account is kept of the use of the mails by mem-
bers of Congress. No one knows how many hun-
dreds of thousands of envelopes are printed by the
various officials and Departments entitled to use
them, or how many tons of such mail are annually
transported. Every well-regulated business has a
system of office accounts that charges every expen-
diture to the department on whose account it is
made. Only the greatest business of all, in which
we are all interested—the government—can afford to
throw system to the winds and go merrily on in
ignorance. The postal deficit is technical, not real.
Franked envelopes should be printed at the Govern-

ment Printing Office and charged to officials and-

Departments, and the Post-Office Department cred-
ited with the cost of services rendered to other De-
partments of the Government.

+

With every word of that ecriticism of Post
Office bookkeeping we are in hearty accord. There
would probably be a surplus instead of a deficit
in the postal service, if this Department charged
the other Departmients and Congress for its serv-
ice to them. It is our recollection that John
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Wanamaker, when Postmaster General, orig-
inated this explanation of the postal deficit. Only
one reply has been made. It is to the effect that
the free housing accommodations furnished the
Post Office Department in Washington and over
the country, offset its franking services. But how
can any one know that, if no accounts are kept?
Let the Post Office Department be charged with
rent and credited with free official service; then
the public may know whether or not the Depart-
ment is conducted at a loss. It were better by
far that it be conducted at a loss than that it be
turned over to private corporations to be con-
ducted at a profit, their profit; for it serves a
great public use over and above its service to in-
dividuals. But is it conducted at a loss? That
is the question. The method proposed by the St.
Louis Republic for ascertaining is a good and
gimple one: let the Department furnish franked
envelopes to the other Departments and the in-
dividuals entitled to them, and credit itself with
their postal value.
+

If that were done, not only would the falze
pretense of an annual postal deficit be exposed,
but there would be an exposure also of the char-
acter and volume of the free service. We should
know, for instance, how many Congressmen there
are, and who they are, and what postal values
they thereby consume, who use their franks for
mailing such personal effects as furniture and
laundry bundles. We should be able also to con-
trast the quantity and civic value of the docu-
ments that go through the mails under the franks
of this Congressman or that one—the quantity _
and civic value for instance, of Mr. Bourne’s truly
enlightening speech in the Senate, which The
Public has sent over its subscription list under
that Senator’s frank, in contrast with such uses of
the franking privilege as Collier’s calls attention
to as a franking abuse when in its issue of August
6 it says editorially:

The abuses are many, to be sure, but only rarely
do they reach the degree of impropriety indicated by
this communication:

“Dear Sir—At our request, United States Senator Reed
Smoot of Utah will cause to be mailed you copies of his
speech entitled 'Exchange Value of Farm Products.” We
consider the matter in this speech so valuable that we
shall issue additional editions. . . .

‘“Yours very truly,
“AMERICAN PROTECTIVE TARIFF LEAGUE. "

The American Protective Tariff League is made
up of the principal beneficiaries of the high tariff.
Its members subscribe large sums for the spread of
high protection propaganda. Most of the pro-tariff
arguments found in the smaller newspapers are
written in the New York offices of the League. That
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Senator Smoot should lend the use of hfs frank to
this organization is a graver matter than for a
thrifty Senator to send his typewriting machine
through the mails without charge.

Senator Bourne’s speech serves no beneficiaries
of graft. It enlightens American citizenship on
the experience of Oregon with People’s Power
government.

+

Possibly the franking system ought to be abol-
ished. We are not now discussing that question.
But so long as it continues The Public will not
concede a monopoly of -its use—nor of its abuse,
either—to such organizations as the Protective
Tariff League, so long as there are Bournes in
Congress to deliver People’s Power speeches thers
and to furnish franks for their free distribution
through the mails. Meanwhile, we heartily sec-
ond the motion of the St. Louis Republic that the
Post Office Department be empowered to keep
books of account with the franking system, in
order that the deficit may be explained in a busi-
ness-like way.

+ 4
Rounding Up “Criminals.”

On the eve of this gala week in Chicago, for
which the city is indebted to that valiant body of
ex post facto crusaders, ostrich plumed and buckle
belted, the Knights Templar of the United States,
a round-up of the flotsam and jetsam of modern
city life was made by the police. Ostensibly this
was for the purpose of making visitors safe
against pickpockets, but many a man was swept
into the dragnet whose only offense was unem-
ployment—no, not exactly unemployment, for un-
employment is a privilege the rich enjoy and are
envied for, but—unemployment though poor. The
- police courts were crowded with these hapless
" creatures, 8o the papers say, and the judges fined
them (the exquisite catire of it! this imposing

of money fines upon the unemployed poor for
being unemployed and poor) and then sent them
to jail for not paying the fines.

*

We suppose that some such unlawful procedur2
—for at bottom it is unlawful, these dragnet ar-
rests for the purpose of catching peradventure
the professional thieves who might prey upon a
city’s visitors when the visitors are there in shoals
—is necessary. The city must not allow its crim-
inal classes to prey upon its visitors on occasions
of ceremony. No wrong is done the thicves who
intend to steal; and as for the unemployed poor,
won’t they be better off in jail than on park
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benches or park grass? This may be a hard say-
ing, but really what is there to do? Imagine
yourself the chief of police charged with the re-
sponsibility that you might yourself be among the
first to remind him of, if you lost your purse—
imagine that, and then ask yourself the question
and answer it. It will while away an idle hour
or two for you better than the best game of soli-
taire. .

Yet there must be an answer, an answer con-
sistent with those great principles of which we all
boast sometimes—equal rights before the law, trials
for crime, presumptions of innocence, and all that.
And so there is. It is not, however, an answer
that chiefs of police can stand by very sturdily,
for their action must be emergent. But it is an
answer that thoughtful citizens may act upon de-
liberately and thereby put an end to the
emergencies with which chiefs of police must
cope lawlessly. The answer is that thieves are not
born, but made. They are made by the very
classes that seek safety from their depredations,
through the wrenching and straining and break-
ing of the laws for which all classes profess so
much respect.

+

Let him who doubts the responsibility of so-
ciety for the criminal classes, investigate Chica-
go's “New Man- Factory,” which Judge McKen-
zie Cleland has got under way, and of which
John I. Whitman is vice-president and Bruce
Barton is secretary. To start with, send for
Bruce Barton’s story of A. S. Jenson (the tele-
phone number is “3628 Calumet”), and read it.
This is no story of one swallow making a summer.
It tells of an impressive demonstration, though
in a small way as yet, of our statement above that
thieves are not born but made. It shows, too,
that they can be made over. Now, if thieves are
not born but made, and can be made over into
men by a man factory, it is evident that they
won’t be made into thieves at all if we close
down the thief factory. And what is the thief
factory?  Social institutions which, through
legal privileges, rob the many for the enrichment
of a few.

+

Judge Cleland’s man factory is only philan-
thropic, a relief station. It rescues the fallen but
does not prevent the fall. For that very reason it
will appeal to the philanthropists who give millions
{0 be charitable but not a penny to be just. But
while the Cleland man factory is a relief station,
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it is incidentally also an experiment station; for
it is proving that as a rule crime is not hereditary,
nor a habit, nor the product of vicious minds,
nor even of environment except by secondary in-
fluence; but a natural result of meager and nar-
rowing opportunities for earning an honest liv-
ing. When public opinion turns away from the
experts who study crime in jails and dissecting
rooms, and adopt the slogan of “give the man a
chance,” a real chance and not an imitation.
chiefs of police will no longer need to round up
pickpockets and the unemployed poor and jail
them when anachronistic crusaders come to town.

+ 4
The Third Degree in Los Angeles.

An instance of police persecution, or what ap-
peais to be police persecution, comes to us througit
the Los Angeles Herald. The pertinent facts are
too numerous and too local, minute and personal
for full narration here, but they tally with the
lawless conduct of the police wherever in this
country it is displayed. Briefly, it appears that
a young man of the name of Horning, a restaur-
ant waiter, was arrested while in the company
at Los Angeles of an alleged criminal suspected of
a burglarious purpose, who escaped from and then
killed the police captain pursuing him, but after
Horning had been arrested by another police offi-
cer and taken away; and that Horning was subse-
quently sentenced to 14 years’ imprisonment
on his confession of an assault with intent
to kill a man named Vervoort, three years before.
The indictment turning out to he defective,
Horning was recently released from the peniten-
tiary by a distant court. The Los Angeles police
then arrested him on a frivolous charge of
murdering the police captain who had been mur-
dered after his first arrest. Through some “hug-
ger-mugger” of jndicial red tape he was then
railroaded back into the penitentiary, not only
without a hearing, but before a date already set for
a hearing, and without notice to his lawyers. Thesc
circumptances cannot be tried here, suspicious
as they appear to be, but Horning’s explanation
of his confession—a police “sweatbox” (p. 724)
product—in which explanation the Los Angeles
Herald declares its belief, is a subject for national
concern. “Horning tells me,” says the Herald’s
representative, W. C. Owen, “and I bhelieve him,
that”—
from the moment of his entering prison until his
examination he was confined in the sweat box and
kept under a perpetual fire of accusations, being

threatened with every extremity of punishment if
he did not confess to one or other of various crimes
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suggested. In particular he alleges that for three
days they tried to induce him to acknowledge he
had pawned a watch that was part of the booty of a
street car holdup on Central avenue, and that this
was abandoned only when it was shown that there
was no similarity between his own handwriting "and
that the ticket bore. He says that throughout that
period of seven days he was practically without
sleep, owing to continual cross-examinations, the
constant banging of doors, rattling of chains and
bolts and the plague of rats and vermin with which
the sweat box swarmed. He lost, he declares, 20
pounds in weight, and finally consented to plead
guilty to assault on Vervoort; for he had become 80
exhausted that, to use his own expression, he “would
have confessed to the crucifixion of Christ in or-
der to get release.”
+

- Compare that police procedure, s0 common
with the police of this country gince Superin-
tendent Byrnes of New York City imported it
from the European continent, and lawyers, judges
and grand juries have silently ignored or actively
approved it—compare it with the conduct of the
Scotland Yard policeman who arrested Crippen
(pp. 721, 734), the fugitive from British justice.
«1 arrest you,” said the Briton, “in the name of
the King, and warn you that anything you may
say will be used against you at the trial” This is
not a formula of British law alone. It is American
law, too. Every American policeman who makes
an arrest for felony without giving that notice,
neglects his duty; and if he presses a prisoner
for a confession he violates his duty to the verge
of crime if not indeed into the commission of

crime.
L ] L 3 *

OREGON POLITICS AN OBJECT

LESSON.

Oregon has achieved the Initiative and the Ref-
erendum, the Direct Primary, the Recall, and pop-
ular election of United States Senators. Never
has the State been so free from log rolling and
graft; never have the people been so alive to their
own interests. Every clection is an education.
None will be more so than that to be held Novem-
ber 8th.

+

Oregon must then battle anew for what she has
achieved. Office holders nominated directly by the
people and responsible only to them, do not suit
the Bosses. They snap their fingers at the Boss,
they shoot out the tongue at him, and the Boss
is himself out of a job. -

What was his job? It was a powerful and lucra-
tive one. ITe was the agent for the Interests, the
great corporations—railway, street railway, gas,
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water, etc. He acted by a thimblerig game called
the Convention.

Ostensibly, free American citizens representing
free American citizens in free Convention assem-
bled to do the will of the people. In fact, a lot
of henchmen selected and pledged beforehand to a
slate written by the Boss and his bosses.

Direct Primaries killed the Convention, and
with it the Boss.

But the Boss dies hard because entrenched Priv-
ilege and Power always dies hard, whether in the
person of a Charles of England, a Louis of France,
or the commercial Barons of our time who use
the masses as their tribute bearers; ever the in-
solent cry from above has been to the paupers be-
low, “How dare you rebel !’

So, as the railways and street railways of Oregon
have found, the direct Power of the People becom-
ing dangerous to Special Privilege, they struggle
to restore the Boss whom they can boss.

+

Conventions are abolished by the Direct Pri-
mary law, yet the moneyed interests and the old-
time bosses have got together a conventlon which
they call an Assembly.

Now undoubtedly by the United States Con-
stitution, and by every principle dear to the Anglo-
Saxon heart, and other hearts, the people have a
right to peaceably assemble. It is part of that
sacred right of free speech, so sacred when it is a
Republican assembly in a Republican State and a
Democratic assembly in a Democratic State, but
so vicious and damnable when it is a Socialist or
Anarchist assembly in any State.

Well, the people have a right to assemble.
that be never forgotten.

But this Assembly was not an assemblage of
the people open to all men ; nor even an assemblage
of a select body of men, gathered together for con-
cert of action, representing themselves and only
themselves. No; this was our old friend the Con-
vention.

The members were delegates—each pretending to
speak for himself and his constituents. The dele-
gation from Baker or Coos or Multnomah county,
cte., claimed and pretended to speak for the Re-
publicans of Baker, Coos and Multnomah coun-
ties. The Convention—excuse me, Assembly—
claimed to be the only authorized voice of the Re-
publicans of Oregon. All others were Insurgents
—to be read out of the party. It was the same
old ass in the liop’s skin. Its shibbcleths were
Party, and Organization, and Regularity. Yet all
in God’s world that has ever moved the world, has
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been Insurgency; and all that has ever obstructed
the world, has been Party. It was Party and Reg-
ularity that cried out against Christ and Crom-
well and Danton. Party and Regularity denounced
Garrison and John Brown. Stephen A. Douglas
fell by party regularity and Lincoln defied it.
What is Joe Cannon today but the embodiment of
party regularity? What is the bitter accusation
he and Aldrich and Payne and all the feudal
Barons in the Houses of the People’s Representa-
tives bring against La Follette, Dolliver, Bristow,
Beveridge, Cummins and their fellows? That
they are Insurgents, Rebels—rebels from what?
from Party. They dare to prefer the people to
party. What is the club Cannon raises against the
Insurgents? That he will read them out of the
“party,” expel them from the “organization.”

So it is here in Oregon. The tall tower of the
Oregonian has rocked upon its foundations in the
agony of crying out for “party,” for “regularity”
and “organization.”

+

If there is any thing in this world a man ought
to break up, it is this very thing—Party; which
substitutes the will of the bosses for your will and
my will, makes slaves of its adherents, robs them
of independence and thought and reduces them to
tools.

In Church and State, everywhere, you find that
the Regular Party Organization is that which
would cripple independence and free will, block
progress, and keep the gods of the past upon the
pedestals.

If there is one good act to be done it is to break
up this blind and slavish adherence to Party by
name. Let all men who think alike move to-
gether. That is the way parties were originally
formed. But they crystallize into a formal or-
ganization, stronger than Principle and more im-
portant than Right and Wrong.

L)

This is the real objection to the Oregon Repub-
lican Assembly. Not that it was a body of men
zathered together to agree on a course of action,
for it was not that. It was a body of men se-
lected in the main by a Boss behind the scenes,
with a slate ready-made for them, and they were
but tools to carry out a programme prepared by
the Interests so jealous of their money-making
privileges.

Those in Oregon familiar with old-time politics
had only to look over the names to laugh and
name the collar the delegates wore. The so-called
precinet and county Assemblies which elected this
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strictly Party Convention were even more clearly
lettered with the name of their dictator.

Sometimes the men chosen as delegates were the
majority of the so-called ‘“assembly” choosing
them. Twenty men in a county would meet at
the call of the “leaders” and select five or more
men as delegates to the State Assembly (conven-
tion). It is folly to call such men representatives
of the whole Republican Party of Oregon. They
represent themselves, that is about all. They are
practically as self-nominated as the men they ac-
cuse of self-nomination in the direct primaries.

There is much howl by the old-time Machinists
against the poor timber selected by the direct pri-
mary method. But at least the results given to
the people have been more satisfactory than by the
old-time method.

Anything is better than a slate. A slate means
invariably a selection of men favorable to Big
Business. Take the legislative ticket selected by
this Republican State Assembly. Let us admit
that they are good names clothed in good clothes.
Yet they can be relied on in the legislature to do
the will of the men who picked them. They will
look out for the Interests, mot for the People.
But the people at large do not know this. They
see only a very respectable name, and vote for it.
They are ignorant that that very respectable name
is either pledged to the Boss or has such natural
leanings and prejudices that the great corporate
interests know he can be counted on.

Better a self-picked man at the direct primaries

than a Boss-picked man at the Convention.
+

Of course these Assembly nominees— (they are
called “recommendees” to soothe the people) must
in law be nominated at the direct primary and
against them will run a cloud of self-nominated
candidates. And there’s the rub.

The Assembly Recommendee has the Assembly
back of him and the Bosses and the funds. He
has the cohesion and co-operation of Capital and
Plunder. And while the barons and their feudal
serfs are few compared to the whole, they may be
the most compared to the little bands into which
self-seeking candidates may split the oppositon.
Indeed it is pretty certain the Assembly machin-
ists will put up some stool pigeons of their own to
scatter the opposition.

There is the difficulty. The people at large and
scattered, following several honest or dishonest
leaders, and the Bosses and the Interests united
as usual. So you see this fight, like every other
fight, is the battle of the people in broken array

The Public

Thirteenth Year.

against Capital and Special Privilege in solid
phalanx.
+

The remedy is for the people themselves to
agree on one candidate in the primaries and for-
saking all others cling only to him. If the As-
sembly recommendee becomes the nominee, then
all anti-Assembly Republicans ought to vote for
the Democratic nominee; because the Democrats
are pledged anti-Assembly people. A few more
Democratic victories given by Insurgent Republi-
cans would clinch the matter and kill bossism.

I make no distinction between parties. Party
names are nothing to me. If the Democrat were
an Assembly nominee and the Republican not, 1
would urge all Democrats to vote for the Repub-
lican. In short, let a man vote his principles re-
gardless of these absurd party-ties which are placed
above*principle.

I presume it is asking too much of political
human nature to ask anti-Assembly candidates be-
fore the direct primaries to agree on the best man
and patriotically retire all others. But the voters
can do this very thing—concentrate on the best
man.

The Assembly was full of old-time platform
nonsense. It favored cconomy, of course, but
failed to state where or how. It favored the aboli-
tion of all useless commissions and clerkships, but
failed to name one.

The party organ, the Oregonian, said this was
the restoration of Party and the return to Regu-
larity, and in the same breath said that the As-
sembly, its backers and disciples, would put the
knife into “Statement No. 1” up to the hilt.

Statement No. 1 is the method by which the
people force the legislature to elect the people’s
choice as United States Senator. So there you get
the keynote to the Assembly. -

It is against the People. It fears and opposes
the people’s assuming power. It fears and opposes
the loss of power by the Interests and the Bosses.
Their Organ plainly declares against “Statement
No. 1,” though they did not as a convention have
the courage to do so.

But depend upon it, the knife will go up to the
hilt into the Direct Primary and the Initiative
and Referendum and every other assumption of
power by the people, unless the people rebel and
politically decapitate their masters once and for

all.
C. E. S. WOOD.
L J L) +

Landowners hate parting with their land.—Mat-
thew Arnold, in “Irish Essays.”
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EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE

WRECKING THE STEAM ROLLER IN
OREGON.*

Portland, Ore., Aug. 6.

The performance of the Roosevelt-Hitchcock-Taft
steam roller at the Republican national convention
in 1908 gave an idea to Senator Jonathan Bourne,
of Oregon; and the People’'s Power League of that
State has put the idea into a bill and submitted it by
Initiative petition to the voters at the ballot box in
November.

This bill extends the provisions of the Oregon di-
rect primary law, which was enacted by the voters,
to Presidential nominations, to nominations of Presi-
dential electors and to delegates to national conven-
tions. It is a cruel blow at *“the administration,” be-
cause it is a method by which the Presidential hand
would be shut out of the selection of Presidential
candidates and delegates to national conventions; a
most foul blow at such political saints as Hitchcock,
because it would virtually retire them from thelr
business of interfering with the people’s business;
and a wicked attack upon the divine right of corpor-
ations to assist White House politicians and party
saints in nominating Presidential candidates, regard-
less of the wishes of the people.

+

If the people of Oregon approve this bill, there
will be a new deal in Oregon, because every voter of
every political party will have opportunity to “vote
his preference, on his party nominating ballot, for
one person to be the candidate of his political party
for President, and one person to be the candidate of
his political party for Vice-President of the United
States.”

It will not be necessary for any candidate for the
nomination to sign any petition or other paper, but
his political supporters will place his name on the
ballot. In that way, each party in Oregon will deter-
mine, by majority vote at the primaries, its choice
for its candidate for President.

That will make the steam roller skid into a stone
wall.

+

Next, the members of the political parties will, at
the same primary election, nominate their candidates
for Presidential electors; and it is just possible that
when this choice is left to the voters they will nomi-
nate some real men as Presidential electors.

+

Third—and this provision will make the steam
roller turn over and quit rolling,—under the proposed
bill every voter will have the right at that same
primary election to vote for one person, and no
more, as a delegate to the national convention of his
party; and “a number of such candidates equal to
the number of delegates to be elected by each party

receiving, respectively, each for himself, the
hlghest number of votes for such office, shall be
thereby elected.”

*See The Public of August 5, page 729,
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In the same way, each voter may vote for one
candidate, and no more, for Presidential elector.

+

A fourth provision interferes with the vested right
of corporations to provide funds for the traveling ex-
penses of delegates to national conventions and with
the iron law that prevents a poor man from going
to a national convention unless he will accept money
and “pass under the yoke.”

The bill provides that every delegate shall receive
from the State treasury the amount of his traveling
expenses necessarily spent in actual attendance upon
the convention, as his account may be audited and
allowed by the Secretary of State, but in no case to
exceed $200 for each delegate; “provided, that such
expenses shall never be paid to any greater number
of delegates of any political party than would be
allowed such party under the plan by which the
number of delegates to the Republican national con-
vention was fixed for the Republican party of Ore-
gon in the year 1908.”

Bvery such delegate will be required to subscribe
to an oath that he will uphold the Constitution and
laws of the United States and of the State of Ore-
gon, and that he will, as such officer and delegate, to
the best of his judgment and ability, faithfully carry
out the wishes of his political party as expressed by
its voters at the time of his election.

+

The committee or organization that files a petition
to place the name of any person on the nominating
ballot of their political party for President or Vice-
President, will have the right to use, upon payment
therefor, four pages in the party campaign book—
which is provided for under the Corrupt Practices
Act, a law enacted by the people; and any voter may
use as much as four pages, at $100 a page, to advo-
cate or oppose a candidate for President or Vice-
President in that book.

And in the State Campaign Book, also provided for
under the Corrupt Practices Act, a person nominated
for President or Vice-President, or his supporters
with his permission, may use four pages, without
charge, to set forth the reasons why he should be
elected.

&

What would happen to the steam roller if half a
dozen of the more populous States had such a law in
operation?

And what chance would a Hitchcock have todraw
a Cabinet position as his “honorarium” for operating
the machine?

Think about it. W. G. EGGLESTON.

+ + +
AN OBJECT LESSON FOR LABOR

On Chesapeake Bay.

Labor conditions in the tidal basin of the Chesa-
peake ilustrate beautifully the relation of free nat-
ural opportunities to wages, and throw an interest-
ing light on the race question, which, of course is
also a labor question.

The tidal area of Maryland, Delaware and Vir-
ginia bordering the Chesapeake and its half-score
of big and two or three score little tributaries, is a



Digitized by GOOS[@



