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Democracy Finding Itself.

In fa candid denial of a vital clause of the
,
,.
„ T ,
,
,
«KIy\
i j
Declaration of Independence (p. 577), coupled
with its emphatic assertion of the truth of a principle of that document with which the repudiated
clause is connected, The Outlook has thrown a
brilliant light upon an issue which is fast taking
,- , »
•
j.v;_ „„.,„*...,
TV,„+ :..-. : .
practical form in this country.
That issue is
nothing less vital than this: Shall American
democracv be democratic or monarchical ?
_
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the
, . monarchical
, . , . are
, opposites.
rl
j But
«j vdisregarding
j- ai
logical nicety in language and dealing directly
with the facts," which has come to be quite the
m0(je> the question is reasonable enough.
We
must give it that paradoxical form unless we
,, °.
,,
,
■
. m,
/-. ,i . „„,,
would deny the pretensions of Ihe Outlook and
Mr. Eoosevelt and such as they, to democracy.
g^all American democracy be democratic or
monarchical? That is, shall human rights be de-
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veloped and established and secured by the people
themselves, or shall they be conferred and con
served by superior persons ? Shall the people gov
ern themselves for their own good, or he gov
erned for their own good by other??

*
This question discloses itself practically in con
nection with the agitation, for and the operation
of the Initiative, the Referendum and the Recall.
Ask any one his opinion of those reforms, and if
he understands them and favors them you may
safely consider him on the side of a democratic
democracy; if he understands but opposes or is
indifferent to them, you may prudently write
him clown as on the side of a monarchical democ
racy. The one believes that human rights must
be established and defended by the people, the
other that they must be handed down and con
served by superiors; the one that the people must
govern themselves for their own good, the other
that they must be governed for their own good by
—well, by some Roosevelt or other.

Perhaps no other one thing has done so nun li to
clarify this issue as The Outlook's confession of
faith regarding the Declaration of Independence.
"We believe," to quote its words, "that the state
ment in the Declaration of Independence that
governments derive their just powers from the con
sent of the governed is false ;" but that the prin
ciple embodied in the Declaration that govern
ments exist for the benefit of the governed" is "al
ways, everywhere and eternally true." Turning
to the Declaration one may see that the object of
governments, alluded to by The Outlook as a prin
ciple, is security for "certain inalienable rights"
among which "are life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness," and that this statement of principle
is coupled with the modifying statement which
The Outlook rejects, that they derive "their just
powers from the consent of the governed." Ac
cording to the Declaration of Independence, then,
the object of governmental authority is the good
of the people governed, its source the consent, of
the people governed. But according to The Out
look, while its object is the good of the people
governed, its source is not the consent of the peo
ple governed, but is—what? Some superior, of
course. And what is that but the essence of mon
archy? The monarch reigns for the good of his
people, if we take his word for it. To call those
persons democrats who believe in government for
the good of the people governed as some quite
superior person may conceive that good to be, is to

wrench language: but if out of politeness thenclaims be deferred to, we must call tliem monarch
ical democrats in order to distinguish them from
the democrats who believe in government for the
good of the people governed as the people governed
conceive that good to be. The latter are the
democrats Abraham Lincoln had in mind when he
spoke for "government of the people, by the people
and for the people."

+
With this distinction apprehended, there is little
difficulty in understanding why many persons who
profess democracy are so paternalistic in the meth
ods they advocate. Their democracy is of The Out
look kind, which would have government of the
people and for the people, but not by the people.
It is of the Roosevelt kind, which would do the
people good and make them good, with grape and
cannister if necessary. To such democrats Roose
velt is an idol. To such democrats, and he is in
deed their great exemplar in this as in other re
spects, the Initiative and Referendum and the Re
call are in the category of democratic sentimen
talities. Mark it well, the movement for the ex
tension of those reforms in this country, toward
which the monarchical democrats have turned a
cold shoulder, will yet have to encounter their
active opposition. The reason is that those re
forms most distinctly give practical expression to
the fundamentally democratic principle which the
Declaration of Independence proclaimed and
Abraham Lincoln accentuated, but which to Mr.
Roosevelt is sentimental and to The Outlook false,
—that governments are not only for the benefit of
the people but that they derive their just powers
from the people.
■fr

+

The Napoleonic Roosevelt.
It w^as with hesitation that we wrote last week
of the possibility of Mr. Roosevelt's being called
again to the White House (p. 577), lest we might
be overestimating his popularity. It never oc
curred to us that this might be an underestimate.
We had not then read the estimate of Rockwell
D. Hunt. Til. 1)., which appeared in the California
Dr. Hunt savs:
Weekly of Max
Theodore Roosevelt is the greatest of living men,
the "most startling character since Napoleon;"
among nations the United States of America is the
mightiest in achievement and potentiality; the peace
of the world is the most momentous as well as most
alluring of all public questions. The conditions are
perfect; the hero of San Juan and of the Peace of
Portsmouth, in the midst of his matchless powers,
is henceforth called to serve humanity by accepting
the post never before proffered to mortal man— Pres
ident of the United States of the World. This is not
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an Idle dream. The numerous forces, economic, po
litical, cultural, ethical and religious, now at work in
all lands in earnest advocacy of international con
ciliation, may indeed usher in the dawn of universal
peace earlier than the most sanguine have yet dared
to hope. The whole world groans and yearns for
peace, peace that shall be free from the burdens of
war, peace that shall not be broken while earth en
dures. The machinery of such a peace is well-nigh
completed; its consummation awaits the touch of the
hand of the master engineer. In the councils and
the confidence of the expectant nations one man
stands forth—truly a world-citizen, if such there be
—pre-eminently fitted to essay the task as unique in
its possibility of blessing to posterity as in the bold
ness of its conception, the most commanding person
ality of his generation—that man is unquestionably
Theodore Roosevelt.
In the same issue of the California Weekly, an
editorial comment on this estimate of Mr. Roose
velt's popularity "sees the raise and goes one better"
—if we may quote from the vocabulary of that
highly moral American game to which Republican
phrasemakcrs are indebted for so many happy
similes for political expression. Here is the first
paragraph from that editorial:
The communication, in another column, expressing
the hope that Theodore Roosevelt may see hi? way
clear to head a movement for the formation of the
United States of the World, and that he may be the
first President of it, will strike a responsive chord in
many hearts, but the brain of our correspondent is
not the only one in which the idea has been incubat
ing. It would probably be within bounds to say that
it has taken a more or less definite form in the minds
of millions in Europe as well as in America, and it
cannot be that it has not had a place in the thinking
of Theodore Roosevelt himself.
If Mr. Roosevelt's popularity is as Napoleonic as
that, our estimate was well within bounds.
+
+
President Taft's Labor Whimsicalities.
President Taft has taken great pains in two in
stances to demonstrate his attitude toward or
ganized labor interests, and incidentally toward
the public service. In one instance he appoints
to a responsible and lucrative Federal office in
Chicago, a mere campaign henchman, removing a
blameless official to make the vacancy. Not only is
there no pretense that the appointment is made
for the good of the service, but it is ingenuously
stated in honor of Mr. Taft that he made it solely
out of gratitude to his appointee for hav
ing organized a workingman's mass meeting
in behalf of Mr. Taft's candidacy in 1908.
Having paid an election debt in this way to one
type of workinginan, Mr. Taft turns his attention
to another tvpe.
*
Congressman Hughes had secured

an

amend

ment to a bill authorizing expenditures for en
forcement of the anti-trust law, which prohibited
expenditures in prosecuting labor unions as for
trust conspiracies on account of organized acts not
in themselves unlawful.
This amendment went
into the bill and would have become part of the
law but for Mr. Taft's pressing demands upon
members of Congress toward the end of the ses
sion to strike it out.
Aided by Congressman
Tawncy of Minnesota, he succeeded in doing this.
At tie last moment the motion to strike it out
was carried by 138 to 130.

*
Mr. Taft defends himself on the plea that the
Hughes amendment was legislation in favor of a
class; but Congressman Hughes remarks, rather
louder than in a stage whisper, that Mr. Taft
was not so squeamish about class legislation when
in a special message on the 7th of last January
he asked Congress to modify the anti-trust law in
favor of corporations.
*
Apart from that, however, why did Mr. Taft
choose to regard the Hughes amendment as class
legislation? Is he overwrought on the subject, or
didn't he read the amendment? As we find it
quoted in a friendly paper, the Chicago RecordHerald, of the 25th, it merely provided "that no
money should be spent 'in the prosecution of any
organization or individual for entering into any
combination or agreement having in view the in
creasing of wages, shortening of hours, or better
ing the condition of labor, or for any act done in
furtherance thereof not in itself unlawful.' " Is it
class legislation for Congress to guard workingmen against bureaucratic persecution at public ex
pense for merely organizing to better their condi
tion, and for lawful acts in furtherance thereof?
It must not be suspected that Mr. Taft, in using
Presidential influence to strike out that organized
labor amendment at about the time he was remov
ing a faithful official in order to give another kind
of labor man a public job, was influenced by that
old time rule of political action under which ene
mies were punished and friends rewarded. But
he has played the part with some verisimilitude.
*

*

A Radical King.
Maxim Gorky, the Russian exile, tells the New
York World of an interview he has recently had
with the King of Italy, in which the King declared
himself to be this kind of a Socialist:
I am a socialist, but my socialism is more Individ
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ualistic and more radical tha that of the average so
cialist of to-day. I hate the programme of the so
cialistic party which deals only with the economic
side of life. Socialism should not mean equality of
wealth, but equality of opportunity. On the other
hand, I am opposed to the idea that the State shall
be the owner of every capitalistic system. I, as a
statesman, know from my experience that it would
lead to a dangerous imperialism. My idea is that
municipalities and counties should own that which
the socialists want the state to own. The only thing
for the state to control would be the education.
At the same interview the Italian King, as re
ported by Gorky, made the following profession of
republicanism :
If the people want a monarch, let them have one.
If they want a republic, well, they may have it. But
what I want is the United States of the World.
There should be one President of the World, to be
elected once every five years.

"Golden Rule" Kohler.
The acquittal of "Golden Rule" Kohler and his
return to public duty at the head of the Cleveland
police force is welcome news. It was evident
enough that the attack upon him was not because
he was an unfaithful official but because he was
a faithful one.
+
*
Land Valuation in Cleveland.
An innovation of extraordinary interest and
civic value is the work, now completed, of the
Cleveland board of assessors of real property.
This board is composed of Arthur F. May, presi
dent; John A. Zangerle, secretary; Frederic C.
Howe, Joseph F. McKenna and Theodore M.
Bates, who were elected last fall (vol. xii, pp.
1043, 1089, 1163; vol. xiii, 194, 219) and have
been steadily at work ever since. For chief clerk
they employed W. A. Somers, the inventor of the
unit system of land valuation under which the en
tire work of the board has been done. In their
report, which is now published, they say that the
work "could have been done neither in the time
allowed, nor with the same general satisfaction,
without his constant aid and direction."
That
the work has been done satisfactorily apj>ears
evident from a statement in the report that al
though the Board had but one reply to objections
to its valuations, namely, "Give the Heal Estate
Hoard an option for thirty days at our appraisal,"
and "if they can't sell it we will reduce it." only
one owner submitted to this reasonable test. The
community participated extensively with the
assessors—more generally than ever before—and.
as the assessors report, it was manifest to all that
there was "no place for favorites," For "favor

ing one lot meant favoring the street," which re
quired "a change of the next street, and so on
until the whole neighborhood and district would
be reduced, all of which individual, local and sec
tional favoritism would immediately and readily
be discernible even by the uninitiated." Over 145,000 parcels of land and more than 100,000 build
ings have been appraised by these assessors, under
unusual difficulties, in seven months, and both
method and result are set out in detail in the
printed report for the information of all the
people.
fgi

fg*

«j*

SCHOOLS FOR CITIZENSHIP.
The fevered anxiety of perhaps a majority of the
American people over what Theodore Roosevelt
would say and do when he returned, presents a
curious spectacle to a reflective mind. That the
views of a former President or any distinguished
man should awaken interest and be discussed is al
ways a sign of political health, but that sort of
waiting interest which implies, "Please tell us
what to do and think," is not.
Why should the most energetic people on earth,
with the tools of self-government in their hands,
entertain for an instant the idea that they need any
"man on horseback" to save them in the presence
of any crisis, however momentous? Why does not
the political atmosphere vibrate with this senti
ment: "We can save ourselves. The welfare of
our Republic, or the success of any policy, depends
upon the whim of no man or party of men"?
The astonishment of the American people that
a President should talk vigorously about a square
deal, is a sad confession of their own inefficiency
as citizens of a republic.
*
Once, when in Bern, Switzerland, I sought an
interview with the then President, Mr. Brenner,
but found he-was spending a short vacation in Ger
many. A few days later I called upon Mr. Miihlmann, statistician of the Canton Berne, at his resi
dence, to secure some data upon the public utilities
owned and operated by the Canton. Incidentally
1 asked Mr. Miihlman if President Brenner had
returned. He replied : "Eeally I do not know,
but l.e lives just across the street. You can readily
find out there." Afterwards I did ascertain from
the housemaid, without the .formality of cards,
guards, secret service detectives, or pomp of any
sort.
The incident was typically 'Swiss.
President
Brenner is an able, highly honored and much-loved
man. He has influence, but his personality and.
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opinions, or even his actions, are not vital to the
welfare of this democratic people. What they
think counts, and they do not degrade themselves
by maudlin hero-worship or lender their Presi
dent's existence intolerahle by vulgar curiosity, or
prying into his private affairs. I do not suppose
one man in fifty in Switzerland knew their Presi
dent was out of the country.
But they all did know a popular vote was soon
to be taken upon an amendment to the national
Constitution, placing the water power of the na
tion under the absolute control of the Federal Con
gress, to be used for the public good. ,
They were not interested in Mrs. Brenner's
wardrobe, or President Brenner's daily itinerary,
but they were discussing the private monopoly
formed to seize the power sites and trustify the
people's "white coal," as they picturesquely call
their mountain streams. And when the time came
they "conserved" these natural resources while we
were still talking about it and waiting for Teddy
to come home.
*
This difference in the attitude of the Swiss and
the American people toward their public men is
pregnant with meaning. In the last analysis it
spells life or death for popular government.
It is not the result of any superiority of tie
Swiss in point of natural intelligence, but of dif
ferent methods of political action.
We elect men to do things for us ; they not only
elect men, but they hold the power to do things
themselves.
We identify political issues with the personali
ties of leaders ; they separate issues from politi
cians.
We are forced to pin our hopes for reform upon
some man or some party; they look to the voice
of the whole people.
We depend upon representative democracy; they
upon direct democracy.
When we are misrepresented we bowl, yowl, pro
test and elect other *nen, usually to find ourselves
betrayed as before; they promptly invoke a vote
of the people upon the issue at stake, settle the
question, end the whole farce, and the land has
peace.
In short, the American waits for some leader
to save him: the Swiss waits not, but saves him
self.
[f the Swiss Federal Congress enacts a law
which provokes enough popular disapproval to
lead 30,000 citizens to demand, by means of a
formal petition, a popular vote thereon, the fate
of the law is determined at the polls by that ulti
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mate legislature— the whole people. This is called
the Referendum.
Should desired laws be delayed, 50,000 citizens
can, by a petition, secure action by this larger leg
islature, and if their proposal finds favor, it is en
acted by the people without delay. There is the
power of the Initiative.
It is scarcely necessary to add that copies of all
laws so voted upon, are circulated among the peo
ple before the poll is taken, and are widely dis
cussed. Such laws are void of legal verbiage, are
written in plain language, are easily understood,
and woe to that proposed law which is obscure in
meaning or contains the gentle joker. The only
time a Swiss representative appears before the peo
ple either before or after election, is when he takes
the platform to favor or oppose measures up under
the referendum.
This luminous phrase in the constitution in the
Canton Zurich, puts the Swiss point of view before
us in a nutshell : "The people exercise the law
making power with the assistance of the legisla
ture."
In local, State and national affairs, the people
have been exercising legislative functions for half
a century. Surely enough practical experience has
been had to determine the results of this extreme
ly democratic system. The Swiss people them
selves seem satisfied with the Initiative and Refer
endum to such a degree that, as ex-President Frey,
in an interesting letter, writes: "The Swiss peo
ple will not give them up, and you might just as
well propose to change the Swiss republic into a
monarchy as to expect them to abandon these con
stitutional rights."
But this does not necessarily answer the de
mand for "results." If we consult the authorities
we shall find a majority of them basing their whole
estimate upon the legislative product—that is, up
on the kind of laws which have been adopted or
rejected. The democratic student points to some
change made by the people which he thinks desir
able, and says, "There, see that! A legislature
would not have done that. What a fine thing ! The
Referendum is a success." But the aristocratic
student digs up what he thinks vast mistakes in
judgment on the part of the people and cries,
"Look at that popular decision! A legislature
would have known better. The Referendum is a
failure." So the authorities clash over what one
were tempted to call their predestined conclusions.
Generally the really significant result of this
whole marvelous experience is given scant consider
ation. That result is this: Direct participation iri
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law-making by means of the Initiative and Refer
endum has vitalized, educated, and charged with
courage the whole Swiss electorate. It has cre
ated in them as nothing else could possibly have
done, a real consciousness that the government is
theirs, and that while leaders may come and lead
ers go, their permanent welfare depends upon
themselves. It has exalted the status of the private
man and filled him with a fine pride of citizenship.
The Swiss do not look up to government, but
across at it. Franz Arnold of Altdorf, the home
of William Tell, may be elected to the Federal
Congress, but he is still Franz Arnold and is not
held to be suddenly endowed witli supernatural
wisdom or legislative ability by the incident of
election. His constituents also have opinions and
the Referendum has made them all legislators. As
long as "Nationalrat Arnold" represents them
fairly and honestly, they will return him, and not
stupidly go into a fury, forget his whole record and
reject him, should he vote for one or two measures
they dislike. They will simply veto the objection
able measure at a referendum and send Franz back
to try it again. "The Nationalrat" may think one
way, but they think another, and they will not de
prive themselves of the service of an able legislator
because he differs from them on a few points.
+
In Switzerland, these fearful and wonderful
things called "laws'' have lost their halo of sanc
tity, and power to awe and suppress. The people
are accustomed to having bills plated in their
hands to make and unmake. They have found that
laws are simply proposals agreed to, and that they
are quite as able as legislators to determine their
utility and value. If mistakes are made, they
know themselves to be responsible and so they
have learned caution, prudence and restraint, and
to act only on due deliberation.
"Does the Referendum lead to a more intelli
gent and actively interested citizenship?'' I asked
M. Gaston de Muralt, banker, conservative, de
scendant of an old Swiss patrician family, and the
British consul at Bern.
"I think so by all means," was the reply.
"How do you know that? From what do vou
judge?"
"From my own experience. I am continually
led to the investigation of questions by being called
to vote upon them, which otherwise 1 would have
taken no interest in, or have left to the city or
State councils to decide. From my conversations
with friends on pending questions and from the
general interest aroused, I conclude that this in
creased interest is true of all,"
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It was interesting to have a highly educated
business man state in a matter of fact way that the
Referendum had educated him and made him a
better citizen.
I knew it was universally true, since in all es
sential features Swiss politics were before the in
troduction of Direct Legislation, in exactly the
same condition as American politics to-day—
apathy, indifference, corruption, and all.
Adopting Direct Legislation as a practical ex
pedient for securing equitable laws, the Swiss have
not only got the laws they wanted, but they have
discovered to the world a far greater thing: a
practical method of making efficient citizens. Their
school for citizenship is as hopeful for the future
of democracy as was the school of Pestalozzi at
Zurich for the education of children. They have
not finished their education, nor are they terrestial
angels, but they are very busy with fundamental,
economic and social problems, and as fast as the
national mind advances, needed changes are made,
so institutions are kept flexible. Switzerland is the
only country on the globe in which the political
center of gravity lies in the people, and in which it
is impossible for the people to be betrayed.
*
It would no doubt be impertinent and unpa
triotic to suggest that we wise Americans could
learn anything from a little country like Switzer
land, since we have so many more dollars, sky
scrapers and acres of land than they. But surely
the sons of Uncle Sam who realize that the high
carnival of misrepresentative government which
has been going on in this country these manyyears, is mainly due to the indifference, apathy,
and stupid partisan prejudices of the people them
selves, cannot afford to turn up their noses at
American institutions and experience.
It is notable that six States of the Union have
already started these schools for citizenship—that
is, have adopted the Initiative and Referendum;
and, if we find that the citizens of these States are
"waking up" and discharging, their duties with
hitherto unprecedented fidelity, it may be cheering
to those who have lost hope and see no way out of
the perplexing labyrinth in which in the other
States we find ourselves.
Oregon and Oklahoma are two of those States—
one Republican, the other Democratic. Oregon has
voted upon 32 questions in the three State elections
held since the adoption of the Initiative and Ref
erendum. Oklahoma has had one election and
voted on five problems. It were highly interest
ing, but outside the purpose of this writing, to dis
cuss those laws the people have enacted or re
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jected. Our inquiry is: "What has been the effect
of the Eeferendum upon the people?"
The bald fact that an average of 77 per cent of
those who go to the polls in Oregon vote upon ques
tions, shows a live interest. In Oklahoma the aver
age stands at 79 per cent. This is an averagemind you. The lowest stands at 61 per cent; the
highest at 89 per cent. On all important issues 8
or 9 voters out of 10 show their concern by Iheir
votes.
Associate Justice McBride of the Oregon Su
preme Court, writes: "I am satisfied that this
method of legislation is a great educator of the
ordinary citizen in the duties and responsibilities
of citizenship."
Mr. J. J. Johnson, editor of the "Pacific Grange
Bulletin," who is perhaps in closer touch with the
masses than Judge McBride, in a marvelously in
teresting survey, says : "The voters show marked
interest in all matters submitted to them, and their
good judgment has been exemplified by the results
of their ballots. It was freely predicted by the
enemies of this system and by some others that
many untried measures would become laws by the
want of interest among the voters—that the State
would be flooded with extreme and unwise legis
lation, but our experience has proven otherwise.
We have found this system a great educational fac
tor. The new responsibility thus placed directly
upon the voters has caused them individually to
study not only the measures submitted to them
under the Initiative or Referendum, but all other
matters of legislation as well. They have become
more interested in all matters affecting the wellbeing of the State."
It is true that "inspired" reports about Oregon,
emanating mainly from corporation sources, tell
a different tale. But the overwhelming flood of
evidence from uninspired sources leaves no doubt
that Mr. Johnson and Judge McBride have spoken
the truth.
Note especially Mr. Johnson's observation that
the voters are interested not alone in the laws sub
mitted, but are alert upon "all matters affecting
the well-being of the State."
He continues : "Our system is especially good, I
think, along educational lines—in that" to each
legal voter is sent the text and arguments, pro and
con, of each measure submitted. This is done by
the Secretary of State in pamphlet form. We
find these measures being discussed by debating
societies, trade unions, and other gatherings for
that special purpose. In fact people everywhere
and from nearly every walk in life, immediately
prior to election are busy in this discussion and
study. And we have found that the voters as a
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rule desire to serve the best interests of the State
and strive earnestly to understand every measure
to be voted upon."
Like evidence can be had from Oklahoma.
Stop a moment and think how much the average
voter in any State actually knows about the five
most important laws proposed or passed at the last
session of his State legislature—to say nothing of
the minor legislation enacted, or the vast flood of
bills introduced. Try it upon yourself to begin
with. Then bring your imagination into play and
follow those Oklahoma and Oregon voters study
ing the actual text of statutes, with the responsibil
ity of the decision upon them,—laws pertaining to
taxation, education, military matters, temperance,
home rule for cities, sale of public lands, regula
tion of corporations, etc. Think of the voters
studying these questions wholly aside from parti
san politics and the squabbles of candidates for
official jobs.
Is not this literally a State at school?
Can you not see that aside from the vast body of
sociological, economic and political facts literally
ramifying the body politic Gy this process, the peo
ple are bound incidentally to discover other things
of great importance to them ? They gain, for ex
ample, a better knowledge of the workings of gov
ernmental machinery, which must eventuate in a
better operation of that machinery; that is, better
administration of law.
Again : they find out, often to their surprise,
"Who's who." It is an old trick of those highly
respectable citizens composing the Interests to
hide behind political machines and get through
their special legislation under the cover of the Re
publican or Democratic parties. Your sound Re
publican, who thinks he is casting his ballot for
the Grand Old Party of Lincoln, may actually be
voting for a railroad company, an oil trust, or
whatever patriotic group of dollar gatherers hap
pens to be placing its eggs for the hatchings. It
is, no doubt, a pleasant and profitable arrange
ment. But when an issue is brought up under the
Referendum, the party loyalty argument goes
glimmering. The beneficiaries of privilege are
forced into the open. The private wires between
corrupt and detested bosses and the respected pres
ident of the first national bank who supplies him
with funds, are laid bare. The disillusioned voters
then begin a complete revision of their economic
and political notions, which is the first necessary
step toward emancipation from the burdens they
now complain about so loudly.
Direct legislation is not "the remedy" for our
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social ills, but it will educate the masses regarding
those ills and provide Ihc means of applying ef
fectually whatever remedy proves best.

Another result is the generation of a social con
sciousness as against the old insane spirit of party
fealty. Men to-day will even refuse to consider
thoroughly the proposals of an opposing party; or,
even if they favor those proposals, will remain
silent. But an entirely new alignment of forces
appears when a referendum is taken. Men disregard
party and vote their convictions upon issues so pre
sented. A higher good is visibly at stake than
party success—the good of all. In this atmos
phere is born a new conception of citizenship and
a passion for social service.
Did you note Mr. Johnson's word, "the voters as
a rule desire to serve the best interests of the peo
ple'"? Thus the field of what we may call the
social psychology of the Eeferendum opens before
us. We may not now follow its pleasant, cheering
pathways, but I trust I have made clear the truth
that the most important consequence of Direct;
Legislation is not the "intrinsic value of the laws
that are voted up or down, but the fact that the
people are doing it. The social intelligence and
political muscle so developed render it easy for
the people to take care of themselves in any emer
gency. If they make mistakes, they can readily
rectify them and learn caution from that experi
ence.
*
From this school of citizenship there comes
forth a body of voters who cannot be "fooled, who
cannot be bribed to sell their birthright for a mess
of pottage, and who cannot be frightened since the
exercise of their powers brings self-confidence and
courage.
In such a democracy it is impossible for tyranny
of any type to flourish, and the "man-on-horseback" type of leader shall find scant room for the
display of his personality, however spectacular that
may be, or the exercise of his dangerous powers.
"Has the President of Switzerland returned
from abroad ?" "I do not know, but he lives just
across the street. You can find out there." 0
ivixe Swiss!
GEORGE JtTDSON

KING.

I suppose the result must be . . . the establish
ment of society under a wholly new idea. . . . The
leading features of any such radical change must be
a deep modification of the institution of property—
certainly in regard to land, and probably in regard
to much else.—Harriet Martineau.
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EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE
THE SOMERS SYSTEM FOR VALUING
REAL ESTATE.
Cleveland, June 26.
The unit system of valuing land and buildings used
in the recent quadrennial valuations in Cleveland,
was devised by Mr. W. A. Somers (vol. x, p. 2), for
merly City Engineer of St. Paul, Minn. He started
an investigation which resulted in the completion of
this system about sixteen years ago, and during all
these years he has been a close observer and care
ful investigator of site values in very many of the
large cities of the United States. His system under
takes to furnish persons charged with the appraise
ment of land values in cities, with a standard of
measurement.
The Somers unit system itself may be likened to a
yard stick. It is a method by whicn judgments of
value may be easily applied to sites having varying
conditions and differing sizes and shapes.
Into the value of a city lot enter three factors.
These three factors are location, size, shape. Com
paring the value of one lot with another, one must
necessarily compare or attempt to compare three fac
tors on one hand with three on the other. The im
possibility of comparing three separate and distinct
things with three other separate and distinct things
must be apparent to any one. The trouble that we
have always had In ascertaining laud values is large
ly due to the failure to recognize the existence of
these three factors. Obviously to make an intelligent
comparison, two of the three factors must be elim
inated.
Under the Somers unit system, size and shape are
at first eliminated and only location is considered.
Thus we are able to compare street with street,
block with block, one side of the street with the other
side of the same street — comparisons that are easily
made.
This makes it easy, first, for the appraiser to use
the knowledge and judgment that he may possess in
comparing and arriving at valuations; and, second,
for the people of the community to convey to the ap
praiser their notion of the comparative values of v&rious locations.
The size and shape are eliminated by assuming a
lot a foot wide and one hundred feet deep in every
instance. Thus, at all times we are considering the
same size and shape. That being so, we pay no at
tention to the size and shape of any particular lot but
simply compare one location with another. Location,
of course, is the chief factor in the value of a city
site. Every such site gets its value through its front
age, because through its frontage there is access to
the life and business of the city, and in no other way
can there be such access.
By obtaining values on unit feet, as they are called,
the whole method of appraisal is simplified; and
when such unit feet are valued, the application of
the value to varying sizes and differing shapes and
locations, with reference to corners and alleys, is
performed mathematically by means of a table of
values that Mr. Somers after very wide investigation
has devised. Lots that have various depths have a
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certain percentage of value as compared with the
unit value. For instance, a lot fifty feet deep from
the front has 72% per cent of the value of a lot one
hundred feet deep, the widths being the same. But
a lot one hundred and fifty feet deep has 115 per cent
of the value of a lot one hundred feet deep, widths
being the same. Mr. Somers has worked out the
value of each foot so that any depth may be com
puted.
When two streets intersect, the values in both rise
as the intersection is approached.
This upward
tendency has been called, for want of a better term,
the "corner influence." Mr. Somers has found that
this "corner influence" extends not to exceed 10U feet
from the corner on both streets— not evenly nor by
jumps, but in a rapidly falling curve from the corner,
the course of the curve being entirely dependent up
on the effect of one value upon another. Therefore,
every time there is a differing relation of values on
the two streets there will be differing conditions as a
result. Scarcely any two corners, especially in the
business section of a city, are alike, and uo percent
age rule will fit. If, perchance, one should by acci
dent hit upon the proper percentage to add to the
ordinary value of a given lot because It is on a cor
ner, it would be found that the same percentage
would not apply in the case of any other corner lot.
By dividing each corner influence into 100 squares
of 10 feet each, and diagramming all the lots at a
given corner upon these 100 squares, the values of
each owner are distinguished. By adding up the val
ues of each of the squares in the assignment to each
owner, the vaJues are properly and equitably dis
tributed; provided, of course, that it is possible to
find out in any way the value of each square when
the unit value on each contributing street is known.
It is exactly this information that Mr. Somers has
worked out.
Each combination of two unit values necessitates
its own table, and to work out this computation ac
cess must be had to these tables, several hundred in
number. Other tables based upon the same under
lying principles have been devised for the purpose
of computing the values of irregularly shaped plots,
of corner lots with acute or obtuse angles.
Mr. Somers has also devised an equitable plan of
assigning additional values to lots abutting upon
alleys or public places that are not thoroughfares
and that are used for purposes of light, area and ac
cess for merchandise.
To value buildings, Mr. Somers divides all build
ings into four classes in accordance with their use,
and each of these classes is sub-divided into divi
sions in accordance with their construction. It is a
comparatively easy matter to measure each building
to be valued, and ascertain by investigation the cost
oi materal and labor to produce a square foot or
cubic foot, as the case may be, for any one of the di
visions referred to. The calculation to ascertain the
total value of any bujlding is thus found to be very
simple. From this reconstruction of value must of
course be taken an agreed amount for age, condi
tion and lack of utility, if any.
I have attempted to describe as briefly as possible
and in a very general way the practical side of the
application of the Somers unit system. It is a scien
tific and mathematical tool by which values of prop

erty, largely intangible, may be ascertained easily,
satisfactorily and quickly.
E. W. DOTY.

INCIDENTAL SUGGESTIONS
WE HAVE SINNED.
Chicago.

One day, now many years ago, I found John P.
Altgeld reading a copy of The Public in which was
given an account of a banquet held in New York city
by the "get together" Democrats, who are always for
harmony when they can lead the procession and dic
tate party policies. Bryan had been defeated twice,
and they believed that he surely would not trouble
the party again. The slogan was: "Get together,
you lean hungry Democrats— so long out of office—
and unite on some acceptable candidate, and drive
uie Republicans out of power." Midnight approached
and no discordant sound had been heard. The know
ing ones winked at each other, as if to say, "All's
well." Finally our friend C. E. S. Wood of Oregon
got up and discharged such a fusilade of anti-monop
oly material that these representatives of predatory
wealth were dismayed. "Oh, Schilling," said Altgeld,
"I can't tell you how glad I am to know that the time
has finally come when these pirates can't meet any
where any more without some one's getting up and
exposing their designs."
I thought of all this the other day when I learned
that the Evanston Congregational Church Club had
been discussing the subject of graft as manifested
by the last legislature of our State. Some of these
church members confessed their shame in having
worked and voted for the member who is accused of
having distributed the "jack pot;" others regretted
the lack of strength and moral fiber that make up the
characters of many of our public men. "Graft every
where!" they exclaimed. "Graft in San Francisco,
in Pittsburg, in Chicago and Springfield! Graft in
the nation, in the State, in the city! O Lord, deliver
us: what must we do?" Finally our friend A. P.
Canning got the floor and said:
"Brethren, the fact of nation-wide graft is admitted,
ranging from small amounts to the gift of a nation's
natural resources by political puppets. The request
of the first speaker, that he be considered a trans
gressor, because he aided in the election of one of
the officials under charges, is a hopeful sign. No
doubt the man was honest when you elected him,
and surely the people are not guiltless when they
turn into the political arena millions of dollars in
franchises and special privileges as prizes for Big
Business and weak politicians. I am glad we are
approaching this graft problem today in the attitude
of sinners, and not of Pharisees; the spirit of the
'publican' will work wonders in politics, just as it
does in religion. Is it any wonder so many of our
young men of excellent reputation go to our legisla
tive halls fired with an ambition to serve the country,
but return dishonored and disgraced? Honesty and
Integrity will accomplish much if you give it a
chance. But vice becomes very alluring when the
only key that opens the door to dignity and fame is
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in the hands of those who desire or possess special
privileges under the law. I am glad you men and
women realize the dangers to which you expose your
sons when you send them to legislatures to tinker
with tariffs and to grant franchises and subsidies.
"Surely there must be a better way to handle pub
lic property and escape these dangers. Perhaps
those who oppose government control of railroads,
and municipal ownership of municipal property, are
not as wise as we think they are. We ought also to
remember that lying is as easy as bribery. Govern
ment by the people is a dream and the 'Revolution
was indeed fought in vain,' unless we can remove
this source of corruption which is destroying the Re
public. The wish was expressed here today that the
heads of corporations might see the dangers that
tureaten our nation, and resolve to quit buying legis
lation. That is a splendid suggestion, and I would
like to offer another: That we, the people, help
them to keep their good resolution by giving up our
foolish and vicious custom of selling the sovereign
powers of government for small cash payments, given
by Big Business to those who misrepresent us, and
by equitable taxation, the taxation of privilege—not
industry and thrift— undo as far aslies in our power
the mistakes of the past.
"As to remedies, give the people control of legis
lation, let them take again the power which should
be theirs only, to initiate legislation, to O. K. or re
ject laws that have been passed, to call back their
servants from Washington or Springfield when they
doubt their honesty and efficiency; then our graft
problem could be easily solved. How much money
do you think corporations would pay for legislation
that had to be O. K.'d by the people? Do you think
certain mid-night transactions relative to school
land leases and street car franchises in Chicago
would have been consummated if the O. K. of the
citizens had been necessary to validate these deals?
When we have the initiative and the referendum we
will have government by the people, and not till
then. And if we study carefully the causes which have
destroyed republics in the past, and profit by their
mistakes, we may _ yet have a republic here greater
than any the world has yet seen— a country like that
described by Isaiah, 'where those who build houses
shall inhabit them, and those who plant vineyards
shall eat the fruit of them'—a nation in which the
possession of wealth shall be an evidence of good
work, well done, by those who possess it."

I am glad to note this discussion because, after
all, it's a splendid sign when the church clubs take
up for discussion and consideration such vital ques
tions. The majority of their members will, I am
sure, do the right thing when they know what to do
and how to do it; and for that reason I wish that
every reader of The Public who is also a member of
a church would aid in organizing such clubs for the
discussion of such questions.
GEO. A. SCHILLING.

The question is not how much prosperity the tariff
will produce, but how much tariff the prosperity
will stand.—Kansas City Post.
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NEWS NARRATIVE
To use the reference figures of this Department for
obtaining continuous news narratives :
Observe the reference figures in any article ; turn back to the page
they indicate and find there the next preceding article, on the same
subject ; observe the reference figuresin that article, and turn back
as before, continue until you come to the earliest article on the sub
ject; then retrace your course through the indicated pages, r"adi-g
each article in chronological order, a^d you will have a conli-uo-s
news narrative of the subject from i:s historical Designings to date.

Week ending Tuesday, June 28, 1910.
Congressional Corruption.
An exposure of gigantic corruption in Congress
in connection with sales of Indian lands was
made on the 24th in a speech in the Senate by
Senator Gore of Oklahoma. Under existing law,
tribal contracts must lie approved by the President
and the Secretary of the Interior; but these of
ficials have no authority over individual contracts
with Indians. To protect the Indians in both re
spects Senator Gore had secured an amendment in
the Senate to the deficiency appropriation bill
when it came from the House, whereby contracts
with the Choctaw and Chickasaw nations and by
individual Choctaws and Chickasaws, were re
quired to be approved by Congress as a condition
of their validity. But when the deficiency bill
came out of conference committee of the two
houses, Senator Gore's protective clause had been
altered.
Senator. Gore did not learn of this until the
Senate had adopted the conference committee's re
port. He was then assured by Senator Hale on
the floor of the Senate that the matter had been
properly safeguarded. This explanation he ac
cepted, though with a monitory statement that
John F. McMurray (the representative of the two
Indian nations for several years) would receive
graft to the extent of $3,000,000 from individual
contracts and that improper influence had been
used by a representative of McMurray's to defeat
the protective amendment.

I'pon examining the substitute provision later.
Senator Gore found it unsatisfactory and moved
to recall the conference report. Senator Gallinger
moved to lay this motion on the table, which was
done. Senator Gore thereupon stated, as matter
of personal privilege, that on May 4th last he had
offered a resolution similar in terms to the pro
tective amendment he had afterward had placed
in the deficiency bill in the Senate, and that his
resolution, which had now been struck out, had l>een
referred to the committee on Indian affairs; that
on the following day Senator Hughes had been di
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rected to make a favorable report on the resolu
tion; and that—
"on May 6 a man came to me with an improper sug
gestion. He was a representative of Mr. McMurray,
a resident of my home town, and had been my friend
in a time of need. He assured me it would be to my
financial interest if I would call on the Senator from
Colorado and advise him not to report the resolution.
There was a suggestion that $50,000 would be avail
able if the contracts were not prohibited. And I am
informed that a similar proposition was made yes
terday to a member of the House of Representa
tives."
Learning meanwhile that the House had not
yet adopted the conference report, Senator Gore
secured the attention of Congressman Murphy of
Missouri, and through Mr. Murphy's vigorous op
position the House rejected the conference report
by an almost unanimous vote. This action being
reported to the Senate, Senator Hale moved that
the Senate insist upon the Gore amendment and
ask for further conference. On that motion Sen
ator Gore spoke more fully. He stated that the
man who had approached him on May 6th said
that an ex-Senator from Nebraska, an ex-Senator
from Kansas, and a member of the House Com
mittee on Indian Affairs were interested in the
contracts. He added that he had just seen Mr.
Tawney, one of the House conferees, and had asked
him who had suggested the inefficient provision
which was substituted by the conference commit
tee for the Gore amendment, and Mr. Tawnev
named the very member of the House mentioned
by the man who had approached Senator Gore.
Gore's account of the attempt to bribe him is
thus reported in one of the dispatches:
"A former personal friend, a man who had loaned
me money, indorsed my notes, and had otherwise be
friended me, came to me at the time I introduced my
bill," said Mr. Gore, following his charges on the Sen
ate floor, "and in the course of our conversation he
said: 'I am interested in these McMurray contracts.
There is a big fee in them.' I replied that I under
stood so. 'Yes,' he added, 'and there is enough for
two.' I resented the intimation, but, nothing de
terred, he continued: T can get you $25,000 if you
will call off Senator Hughes and not have your bill
reported.' Receiving no encouragement from me, he
raised the offer, saying: T believe if I should go and
lay down on McMurray I could get you $50,000.' I
told him I would not do it for all the lands in Okla
homa. No,' I will not at this time name the man,
but I will in case of a Congressional investigation."
Although Senator Gore refused to mention any
names but McMurray's, he said he hoped there
would be an investigation of the whole matter,
in the course of which he would make full dis
closures. He went so far as to prepare a resolu
tion for an investigation, but withheld it upon as
surance from Senator Hale that the interests of
the Indians would be properly safeguarded.
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When Senator Gore in the Senate and Mr.
Murphy in the House had finished speaking, the
deficiency bill was returned to conference com
mittee where a protective clause satisfactory to
Senator Gore was inserted, and with this clause
the bill was enacted by both Houses. Involved in
this scandal there are reported to be in Oklahoma
450,000 acres of coal lands worth $160,000,000.
Before adjournment both Houses adopted on the
25th resolutions for a thorough investigation. The
resolutions were mutually independent, and each
House appointed its own committee, as follows:
For the Senate—Wesley L. Jones of Washington,
chairman, Theodore E. Burton of Ohio, Coe I.
Crawford of South Dakota. Charles J. Hughes Jr.
of Colorado, L'eroy Percy of Mississippi. For the
House— Charles H. Burke of South Dakota, chair
man, Philip Campbell of Kansas, Clarence B.
Miller of Minnesota, John H. Stephens of Texas,
Edward W. Saunders of Virginia. This action
was taken reluctantly, according to John Oallan
O'Laughlin in his Washington correspondence for
the Chicago Tribune, who reports:
The sudden change of heart on the part of the lead
ers in Congress with respect to the Gore charges was
not the least of the surprising developments in this
astounding matter. Early in the day it had been de
termined to smother an inquiry if possible into the
relation of any Senator or member of Congress to
the Indian contracts. The leaders were willing to
have the Indian affairs committee inquire into the
validity of the contracts which J. P. McMurray had
made with the Chickasaws and Choctaws and wheth
er or not the fee of 10 per cent he had exacted was
reasonable. They showed little disposition to have
investigated the charges that members of Congress
and two former Senators were interested in the
agreements as alleged by Senator Gore. The matter
was so pregnant with serious possibilities for the
Republican party, however, that after careful con
sideration the conclusion was reached that an inves
tigation would have to be made.

Conference on the Breakdown of Representative Gov
ernment in Illinois.
What may become an historical conference of
national interest and influence assembled at Peoria
on the 27th in response to an open call (p. 587),
and came to order under the temporary chairman
ship of Charles E. Capen, of Bloomington, former
ly President of the Illinois Bar Association. The
object of the conference, as stated in the call, was
"to consider the breakdown of the representative
government of Illinois" an allusion to recent ex
posures of bribery in the legislature in connection
with the Senatorial election and other legislative
affairs,—"and to devise ways and means if possi
ble, of restoring it.''
*
The opening meeting, on Monday afternoon,
showed an earnest but not large attendance. The
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temporary officers were made permanent, a* fol
lows: Chairman, Charles L. Capen; Vice-Chair
man, Philo C. Miles of Peoria ; Secretary, Harold
L. Iekes of Chicago; and Assistant Secretary, Eobert M. Gibboney of Rockford. Among the after
noon speakers beside the Chairman, were Morton
D. Hull of Chicago on legislative methods ; George
E. Cole of Chicago on the frauds involved in the
minority representation plan; D. R. Sheen of Pe
oria on legislative experience; George E. Green of
Peoria on the murder of the commission govern
ment bill ; Bobert Catherwood of Chicago on civil
service legislation; Judge Lewis Einaker of Chi
cago on election laws and rules for the conduct of
the legislature. The following committee on reso
lutions was appointed: Walter S. Eogers of La
Grange, A. S. Leckie of Joliet, George L. Carpen
ter of Amboy, George A. Scherer of Peoria, and
Raymond Robins of Chicago.
*
In the evening Senator Jonathan Bourne, Jr.,
spoke at the Majestic Theatre on "The Oregon
Plan," on the lines of the speech delivered by him
in the United States Senate on May 5.* * The
speech was well adapted for popular interest and
was attractively delivered, and it was received with
great enthusiasm.
*
At the morning session of Tuesday Merritt Starr
of Chicago spoke on "corrupt practices" legisla
tion; Joseph Farris of Springfield on municipal
home rule, and Dr. Charles McCarthy of Madison,
Wis., on the Wisconsin legislative bureau. At the
afternoon session the Conference adopted resolu
tions pledging effort to secure for Illinois the
initiative and referendum substantially as now in
use in Oregon; and also directing the appointment
of a committee of seven to submit this matter to
the people of the State, and to co-operate in ob
taining from legislative candidates pledges for
the initiative and referendum, a corrupt practices
act, and a comprehensive civil service system.
This committee was appointed by the Chairman as
follows: Walter S. Rogers of La Grange, chair
man; Merritt Starr, Chicago; George E. Cole,
Wilmette, George L. Carpenter, Ambov ; Fred
erick A. McFarland, Galesburg; A. L.' Surran,
Decatur, and Frank H. Bode, Springfield. The
Conference also adopted resolutions demanding a
searching investigation of the charges of cor
ruption in connection with the election of Sena
tor Lorimer.

+
The Conference closed with an address on
Tuesday evening by Winston Churchill, the New
Hampshire novelist and legislator, on the Interestfostered corruption of his State, and the value of
the short ballot.
•A condensed form of the Senate speech will be found in
the Related Things department of this Public.
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Minnesota Republican Convention.
At the Republican convention in Minnesota,
held at St. Pawl on the 21st, and at which Gov.
A. 0. Eberhart, who succeeded Governor J. A.
Johnson upon his death (vol. xii, p. 950), was
nominated for Governor, the platform endorsed
President Taft's "wise and conciliatory" admin
istration, favored State and national regulation of
transportation companies, and endorsed the tariff
commission idea. The Insurgent element, led
by Hugh T. Ilalbert, secured the passage of a res
olution favoring the conservation of natural re
sources "along the lines suggested by Theodore
Roosevelt;" but a resolution endorsing the ''Roose
velt policies" generally, and one denouncing the
Aldrich tariff bill as a "repudiation of the pledges
of the Republican party to the American people."
were overwhelmed.
The Ohio Democratic Convention.
The Ohio Democratic convention, which met at
Dayton on the 21st, is of national interest because
it put forward Judson Harmon, the present Gov
ernor, whom it renominates, as the Democratic
candidate for President in 1912. Also because it
refused, on Gov. Harmon's advice, to nominate a
Senatorial candidate. Tom L. Johnson was not
physically strong enough to risk being there, and
Xewton D. Baker took his place. In the State
committee Baker's motion to endorse a candidate
for United States Senator was defeated by 14 to
C>. It was defeated again in the committee on
resolutions, and Baker brought it before the con
vention in a minority report in support of which
he made a vigorous speech to a hostile body. The
minority report was defeated by 840 to 254.

Atlee Pomerene was temporary chairman. He
is a friend of Johnson's and made a radical speech.
Ex-Governor Campbell was permanent chairman.
Gov. Harmon was renominated by acclamation ;
and Atlee Pomerene also by acclamation ( after
failure to
on first
ballot and sfor
his Lieu
with
drawal
in nominate
consequence)
was nominated
tenant Governor.
The points in the platform of general interest
are a "fair and just regulation of all public utili
ties" with "home rule as to franchises carefully
guarded;"' ratification of the income tax amend
ment : "the principle of the initiative and referen
dum;" "legislation limiting the hours of employed
women:" and election of United States Senators
by direct vote of the people, and a State law mean
while for the nomination of United States Sen
ators by a popular party vote; gradual reduction
of the tariff to a revenue basis; and conservation
of natural resources. A separate resolution named
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Gov. Harmon as Ohio's candidate for the Demo
cratic nomination for President.

According to the Cleveland Plain Dealer, Gov.
Harmon was "the absolute controlling factor on
every important, issue, including platform, candi
dates, and party organization."
The favorable
mention of Bryan's name and Johnson's policies
by the temporary chairman was received signifi
cantly without applause except by the Cuyahoga
county delegation, the Cleveland county, and scat
tered delegates. Bryan had written to Gov. Har
mon, urging him, in the best interests of the party,
to use his influence to have the convention nomi
nate a candidate for United States Senator.

+

*

Diaz Re-Elected President of Mexico.

cant that, in spite of the different rumors in the pa
pers, the conference has only met twice up to now,
and these preliminary meetings have not even ap
proached the serious points which will lead to a
settlement or a final rupture. Accordingly the feel
ing increases that both sides are only playing for
time and to avoid the reproach of forcing the young
King into the gravest Constitutional crisis. The
arrival of Redmond and the other Irish leaders this
week brings another disturbing factor into the situa
tion.

+

*

Woman Suffrage in Great Britain.
Following the public demonstration in London
in behalf of the compromise suffrage bill (p. 586),
the Cabinet gave a hearing on the 23d to advocates
and opponents of women's suffrage, and decided to
afford Parliamentary facilities for a full debate
and vote on the subject in the House of Com
mons.
*
*
Religious Freedom in Spain.
Relations between the Spanish government and
the Vatican continue strained (p. 563). The Vati
can insists on the withdrawal of the government's
decree of June 11 (p. 563), granting non-Catho
lics liberty of public'worship, as a condition prece
dent to the continuation of negotiations over the
revision of the Concordat. This instrument, bear
ing date of 1851, defines and regulates the rela
tion between the church and the state in Spain.
The Vatican assumes its violation bv the decree of
the 11th.

Porfirio Diaz, for thirty-four years President of
the Republic of Mexico, was re-elected to the office
for the eighth time on the 26th. His seventh term
will expire on the 30th of next November. Ramon
Corral, the present vice-president, was also re-elect
ed. The winning ticket carried by a large major
ity. The'anti-re-electionist ticket, 'headed by Fran
cisco Madero, a wealthy planter of the State of
Nuevo Leon, received only about two per cent of
the vote cast in Mexico City. This is not difficult
to account for. however, since President Diaz h»<
held his rival candidate in prison since the 5th of
.June, on charges of having maligned himself and
aroused sedition (pp. 564, 584.) That detaining an
opposing candidate in prison is an efficacious way
to diminish his vote may be deduced from state
ments made in the Chicago Record-Herald's dis
patch from the City of Mexico on the day before .
election: "The biggest anti-re-election demonstra
—George V (p. 4G8) is to be formally crowned in
tion ever held in Mexico City was that which the May, 1911.
Madero party held three or four weeks ago. There
—The first regular session of the Sixty-first Con
was a surprisingly large number of marchers in gress adjourned sine die on the 25th.
the procession that passed through the streets, and
—The Tennessee Supreme Court rendered a deci
the enthusiasm was unmistakable." Madero's po
sion on the 25th upholding the commission form of
litical status is thus described in the same dispatch : government in Memphis, which has been in force in
"Madero is the residuary legatee, politically, ol that city since Jan. 1, 1910.
General Reyes. Both Madero and Reyes believe
— The Republican State convention of Pennsyl
there are reforms that Mexico could and should vania, held at Harrisburg on the 22d, nominated John
have at once. It is complained by them, or the K. Tener for Governor and endorsed the State and
more radical spokesmen for them, that American national administrations, especially approving the
capital is getting too strong a foothold in Mexico Aldrich tariff law.
—In accordance with her referendum vote of 1908
and that native labor is being kept out of tl e eho:< ,
(vol. xi, p. 349), the Swiss parliament has passed
jobs by Americans."
a law prohibiting the manufacture, importation or
+ +
sale of absinthe or any imitation thereof, after Octo
British Politics.
ber 7 of this year.
Of the inter-party conference (p. 585), T. P.
— An international congress of Chambers of Com
O'Connor, M. P., cables the Chicago Tribune from merce began its sessions at London on the 21st. It
was attended by 450 delegates and was opened by
London on the 25th that—
the hopes of a compromise between the two parties, Sydney C. Buxton, a Cabinet minister as president
which were high on some days of 1'»st week, have of the Board of Trade.
diminished Mid even that uncurabie optimist, Lloyd—Gov. Dickerson, of Nevada, was reported in dis
George, shows signs of discouragement. It is signifi
patches of the 23d to have announced officially re-
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garding the proposed prize fight at Reno on the 4th
(p. 585) that he will not prevent it "providing it is on
the square," and that he believes "it will be so."
—Quo warranto suits were begun in Missouri by the
Attorney General of that State on the 20th against
the Armour Packing Company, Morris & Co., Swift
& Co., Hammond Packing Company and the St. Louis
Dressed Beef and Provision Company, charging con
spiracy to control the meat packing business in Mis
souri.
—Jane Addams was given the honorary degree of
Master of Arts by Yale University at New Haven on
the 22d. She is the first woman to receive an hon
orary degree from Yale. James J. Hill, of the Great
Northern Railroad, was at the same time and by the
same university given the honorary degree of Doc
tor of Laws.
—'The House bill establishing a postal savings
bank system (p. 5G5) passed the Senate on the 22d
by 44 to 25. Senators Cummins, Bristow, and La Follette voted against it on the ground that it favors
the big banking interests. Senator Dolliver was
paired against it. Only one Democrat, Senator Cham
berlain of Oregon, voted for it. The bill was signed
on the 24th by President Taft.
—Government owned stock yards and abbatoirs
throughout Manitoba (pp. 160, 540) are to be in oper
ation by the autumn. There will be no yardage,
storage or other charges made, and the operation of
the yards and abbatoirs will be under the direct
supervision of the government, whose approval must
be obtained on any regulations or orders.
—Upon the meeting in special session of the New
York legislature on the -Oth (p. 542), Gov. Hughes
submitted a special message recommending enact
ment of a law providing for a system of direct nom
inations of candidates for public office, amplification
of the resolution providing for an investigation of al
leged legislative corruption, and provision to meet
the increasing demands upon State revenues.
—A sub-committee of the Senate committee on
privileges and elections was appointed on the 21st
by Senator Burrows, chairman of the latter commit
tee, to investigate the circumstances of the election
of Senator Lorimer (p. 50G) of Illinois. The sub
committee is composed of Senators J. C. Burrows
of Michigan, chairman; W. P. Dillingham of Ver
mont, Robert J. 'Gamble of South Dakota, and Weldon
B. Heyburn of Idaho, Republicans; James B. Frazier
of Tennessee, Thomas H. Paynter of Kentucky, and
Joseph P. Johnston of Alabama, Democrats.
—Pursuant to China's program of a ten years' pro
gression to constitutional government, and follow
ing the provincial assemblies of last fall (pp. 37,
112, 294, 304), national assemblies were called to
meet on the 3rd of next October, by an Imperial de
cree of May 9 (p. 468). So fast has the desire for
self-government developed, that popular clamor has
demanded that the assemblies be replaced by a na
tional parliament with legislative powers. Thi3 the
Imperial Regent, Prince Chun, refused in a decree
of the 27th.
—Indictments for conspiracy to bribe were found
on the 25th by the Sangamon county (111.) grand jury
at Springfield against two members of the lower
house of the legislature, I^ee O'Neil Browne and
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Robert E. Wilson, and Frank J. Traut, Louis D. Hirsheimer and A. B. Johnson. Mr. Browne, the
Democratic leader in the lower house, was put on
trial in Chicago last week for conspiracy to bribe in
connection with the election of Senator Lorimer (p.
506). At two o'clock on the morning of the 29th the
jury, which had been out 106 hours, had not come
to an agreement.
—A series of measures designed to stimulate the
falling birthrate in France (p. 444) was introduced
into the French parliament on the 22nd. According
to the dispatch of the Chicago Inter Ocean the
measures include "the imposition of additional
military service upon bachelors over 29 years of
age; making obligatory the marriage of state em
ployes who have reached the age of 25 years, with
supplementary salaries and pension allowances for
those with more than three children, and the repeal
of the law requiring equal distribution of estates
among the children."
—The first regular airship passenger service was
inaugurated on the 22d when Count Zeppelin's (vol.
xi, p. 849) "Deutschland" carrying twenty passengers,
made its first scheduled trip from Friedrichshafen
to Dusseldorf, a distance of 300 miles, in nine hours.
Regular trips were announced, and tickets were be
ing sold for them at $50 each. The airship was
equipped with a buffet restaurant. In a flight on
the 28th the "Deutschland" was caught in a storm,
and after rising nearly 4.000 feet to escape a whirl
wind, for lack of petrol came to earth helpless, and
was wrecked on the top of a pine forest. No lives
were lost.
—Fred C. Kohler, Mayor Johnson's "golden rule"
police chief (pp. 61, 322, 444), has just been tried by
the civil service commission of Cleveland, on charges
of intoxication and immorality, and has been fully
acquitted. The chief was suspended during the trial,
and at its termination was immediately reinstated
by Mayor Baehr. The elements in the community
that would profit from a corrupt police system are
believed to have been behind the charges. Follow
ing his reinstatement Chief Kohler once more put
in practice his "golden rule," and declared to his
force that bygones were bygones; that he cherished
no enmity against the detectives who testified
against him, and that each man's job was secure
"as long as he delivers the goods."
—A constitutional amendment in Arkansas, to be
voted on at the election there in September, known
as "Amendment No. 10," will, if carried, establish the
initiative and referendum in that State. In an ad
dress on the 25th, Gov. Lonaghey of Arkansas said of
this amendment: "I am in favor of safeguarding the
welfare of the people of Arkansas by giving them
the option and power of invoking the initiative and
referendum whenever they deem it to their interest
to do so. There is no more important plank in our
Democratic platform than the one which indorses
this amendment. The legislature will do better work
when it knows the people have the power to over
haul that work if it is not done right. Hence only a
few laws will ever be voted on."
—As a result of the two conferences at New York
on the civil and political status of the Negro (p.
395), the National Association for the Advancement
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of Colored People has been permanently organized,
with Moorfield Storey as president, Wm. English
Walling as chairman of the executive committee,
John E. Mulholland as treasurer, Oswald Garrison
Villard as disbursing treasurer, a general committee
of 100 members of both races, and executive offices
at 20 Vesey street, New York. Its program, already
carried out as far as funds permit, is to educate "pub
lic opinion in healthy ideals of inter-racial relations
under a democracy, principally through publication
of facts and a central bureau of Information and cor
respondence. The terms of membership range from
$1 a year to $500 In one payment.
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will see that it is now not only their duty but also
their personal advantage to turn in and prove ef
ficient subordinates of the chief who has made the
Cleveland police force a model.

A Financial View of President Taft.
Moody's Magazine (financial), June.— People are
trying to figure out how it happens to be that the
Administration at Washington has so completely
changed front on the railroad question. Wall Street
had begun to feel in recent months that Mr. Taft
was really more friendly to the corporation interests
of the country than most people had supposed. . . .
The real explanation of the changed attitude of the
President is doubtless based on the political situa
tion. Mr. Taft has begun finally to realize that his
administration up to date has been very unpopular,
even with his own party. He is finding that the tem
per of the people, particularly in the Central and
Western States, is extremely bitter toward the poli
cies which he had adopted.

Platitudes.
The (Chicago) Tribune (Rep.), June 6.—There are
times when platitudes under pressure of momentous
issues give forth the latent heat they keep within
their smooth worn surfaces. Then they are likely
to burn the fingers of those who have carried them
about for many y«;ars as pocket pieces to ward off
the pangs of spiritual rheumatism, or have worn
them, expensively mounted, as watch charms to
mark one's moral wealth and to set one apart in the
eyes of one's admiring neighbors as one who can
afford such luxuries. It would seem that the pres
ent is a time when this is happening. Certain plati
tudes, moral, and social, and political platitudes,
which during many peaceful years have enjoyed the
favor of our best citizens, have grown incandescent,
uncomfortable, and undesirable. They are coming
to be suspected of being not respectable. To handle
them openly in public is already bad form in some
circles, and they will presently be nothing better
than a badge of the crank, the agitator, and the
visionary. . . . But incandescent platitudes are
difficult to put away. They shine in spite of us.
They burn in spite of us. They develop a life of
their own and dance before us in spite of our
shocked protest. Yet as they become worse than
valueless to some, they take on a new and unex
pected value to many.

A Practical Application of the "Golden Rule."
The Cleveland Plain Dealer (ind.), June 25.—Chief
Kohler's address to his men, following his reinstate
ment, shows him to be a bigger man than even his
friends had estimated him. The chief plainly stated
that no animosity would be shown against those
members of the police department who had testified
against him, worked against him, sought evidence
against him and done everything in their power to
blacken his reputation. From the moment of his
reinstatement Kohler has declared a "new deal."
All that happened prior to that time has been wiped
off the slate. Merit and efficiency alone will count
for favor or promotion. In view of the finding of
the civil service commission there is no doubt that
the testimony of some of the members of the police
department against Kohler was not only malicious
but also false. It would have been but. human for
the chief to single out some of the worst offenders
for at least a reprimand. He would not have been
severely criticised had he pursued such a course, but
there is no doubt that he has chosen the wiser pol
icy. With the fine vindication that has been given
him, with the strong manifestation of popular sym
pathy and approval that has marked the progress
and culmination of the trial before the civil serv
ice commission, the chief can well be content. The
policemen whose testimony was discredited have
been sufficiently punished without any show of vindictiveness on the part of the man they sought to
injure. It is at least possible that some of them

The Strangling of Finnish Liberties
The (London) Nation (Lib.), June 11.—The Rus
sian Dounia, as it exists in its third incarnation, with
a jerrymandered electorate and a Siberian purge be
hind it, lias done little as yet to distinguish itself
among the world's Parliaments. But by the levity
with which it is voting away the liberties of Fin
land, it has at last succeeded in establishing a rec
ord. For anything resembling the frivolity of Its
proceedings one would have to search the records of
those sessions of our own House of Commons which
dealt in an equally summary way with a conquered
and unrepresented Ireland under the last of the
Stuarts. To the accompaniment of the guillotine,
under a reign of mitrailleuse speeches, each limited
to a few minutes, the history of a century was
blotted out, the promises of dead Tsars obliterated,
and a developed Western civilization subjected to a
semi-Asiatic despptism. . . . The Extreme Left, it
seems to us, took the more self-respecting course
when it left the House in protest after the first fatal
decision. The Liberals under M. Miliukoff made a
good and resolute fight, but against an overwhelming
majority under summary rules of procedure their
efforts were foredoomed to failure. . . . The sequel
one may anticipate with a certain gloomy assurance.
The Finns are not of the stuff that bends before a
threat. Everything which they valued, from the
form of their cherished Constitution to the more in
timate liberties of their daily life, is now in danger
of overthrow. . . . But Russia, if she triumphs,
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will do so only by losing the culture, the prosperity,
and the contentment of the one corner of her
dominions which reaches in these respects a Euro
pean standard. It remains for the democracies of
the West to see to it that she shall lose much more
than this. It happens that we have no legal ground
for protest, as we had in the much less gross case
of Bosnia. But treaty rights have none the less been
violated, solemn oaths forgotten, and the public
law of Europe flouted. The Government which
has done these things has proclaimed itself a Gov
ernment which does not keep faith. Prudence itself
counsels us that the ally who attempts to transact
with it risks behavior equally faithless. There were
reasons enough before in the internal misgovernment
of Russia why we should refrain from any entente
cordiale. Those reasons are multiplied tenfold to
day. In all our dealings, diplomatic, social and
financial, with the official classes of Russia, there is
now a plain duty to remember, first of .all, that on
them falls the guilt of libertieide in Finland. If
there is talk again of an exchange of courtesies with
the Douma which has done this thing, or with the
Court which prompted it, the politicians or the party
which on our side make or weTeome the advance
will stand branded before public opinion for condon
ing the grossest wrong in modern history.

•*•

RELATED THINGS
CONTRIBUTIONS AND REPRINT
SONG.
For The Public.
O keep you safely all the night and bravely thro'
the day
The charm that lights your gentle ey^s as charms
none other may.
My Uiouehts about you build of joy protection naught
shall mar,
And ever hides my song to you the near fear and
the far.
0 hold you sweetly in the dusk and gladly in the
dawn
The heart that in your service dear thro' every fear
has gone.
My life were little to account if value less you gave
To courage that for you I claim and songs for you
I save.
GEORGE E. BOWEN.

+

Human Derelicts.
Johnstown (Pa.) Democrat (dem. Dem.), May 14.—
Undoubtedly there is a persistent competition for
the services of the exceptional man. The world is
not worrying over the man who has unusual gifts and
capacities. It is the average man of whom we are
called upon to think. If the men out of work are the
victims of their own incapacity they are really not
to be blamed. We do not blame the child because he
cannot lift as much as a man or run as fast or do
things as well. The great average of mankind is ungifted. It possesses no peculiar talent. It has had
no particular advantage or opportunity. But God
has created few in his image without the capacity to
provide for their reasonable wants under natural con
ditions. Even the lowest types of the human race
are able to produce food and to provide shelter. It
is only in our boasted civilization that vast hordes of
strong men and women are condemned to hopeless
poverty and to a benumbing dependence on others
for mere leave to toil. If the census enumerators find
292 people crowded into one house and 350 into an
other under conditions to which we would not sub
ject a dog it is not because these herded creatures
prefer so to live. It is because economic conditions
force them to it; it is because poverty grips them so
hard that they cannot escape its palsying effects; it
is because they are shut out from God's great and
generous storehouse and so are denied the chance to
supply their wants and to live lives of decency and
hope.

Vision and sight
Are not the same, quite.
You may call her a vision.
Don't call her a sight.
—Kansas City Times.

V

POPULAR

T

T

VERSUS DELEGATED
GOVERNMENT.

Portions of a Speech Made by Jonathan Bourne, Jr.,
of Oregon, in the United States Senate on
May 5, 1910.*
Successful and permanent government must rest
primarily on recognition of the rights of men and
the absolute sovereignly of the people. Upon these
principles is built the superstructure of our Re
public. Their maintenance and perpetuation meas
ure the life of the Republic. . . .
Much las been said in favor of representative
government. T believe in a truly representative
government, but where the selection of public
servants is left to a political machine or boss, as is
frequently the case under our convention system.
the tendency is toward misrepresentative, and not
a truly representative, form of government, not
withstanding the election is supposedly by the
people.
There are doubtless some people who honestlv
believe that the people as a whole have not reached
the stage of development qualifying them individ
ually to participate in government. Others whom
1 credit with the intelligence which I have seen
manifested, by them in other directions assert the
inability of the people to govern themselves as an
excuse rather than a conviction ; but from fhirty
years' experience in practical politics, I am abso
lutely convinced not only that the people are fully
•Sep Public of May 20, page 458. See also volume xl.
pp. 278, 320, 388.
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eai>able of governing themselves, but thai they are ' by it. The veto power of the governor does not ex
tend to any measure referred to the people.
decidedly the best judges as to tho.-e individuals
to whom they shall delegate the truly representa
Jn addition to the publicity incident to the cir
culation of the petitions, the law provides that the
tive power. . . .
Time was when a few self-constituted leaders in secretary of state shall, at the expense of the State,
mail to every registered voter in the State a
Oregon politics arrogated to themselves the pre
printed pamphlet containing a true copy of the
rogatives of government and made their assump
tion effective through illicit combinations and the title and text of each measure to be submitted to
use of money in any and every quarter where the people, and the vroponeu.s and o i.oit- ■ j .
necessary to their purposes of control —that is, the law have the right to insert in said pamphlet,
they commercialized conventions, legislatures, and at the actual cost to themselves of paper and print
ing only, such arguments as they see fit to make.
the administrative branches of the city, county,
These pamphlets must be mailed not later than
and State government. It was not a condition pe
fifty-five days before a general election and twenty
culiar to Oregon. It obtained, and I believe still
obtains in a more or less flagrant degree, in every days before a special election.
The initiative develops the electorate, placing
State in the Union. . . .
Revolting against these conditions, the State directly upon them the responsibility for legisla
which I have the honor, in part, to represent, has tion enacted under its provision; the referendum
elevates the legislature because of the possibility
evolved the best-known system of popular govern
ment, and, because of this conviction, 1 take this of its use in ease of undesirable legislation. Brains,
opportunity of presenting not onlv tn t'v ^eii.-ii.' ideas, and argument, rather than money, intimi
but to the country a brief analysis of the Oregon dation, and log rolling, govern the standards of
laws bearing upon this question, with my own legislation.
Corporation attorneys must exercise their
deductions as to the improvement they show and
mental activities along constructive rather than
the merits they possess.
destructive anil avoidance lines. Possibility of
Australian Ballot Law.
scandal is minimized, recipients of franchises freed
Oregon in 1891 adopted the Australian ballot,
from the imputation of secret purchase, and gen
which insures secrecy, prevents intimidation, and
eral community confidence is secured.
reduces the opportunity for bribery. This, of
Since that amendment was adopted, the people
course, is a prerequisite to any form of popular of Oregon have voted upon 23 measures submitted
government.
to them under the initiative, 5 submitted under
Registration Law.
the referendum and 4 referred to the people by the
legislature. Nineteen measures were submitted at
Supplementing the Australian ballot law, Ore
gon enacted in 1899 a registration law applying one election. That the people acted intelligently
to' general elections, and enlarged it- scope in 19. h is evident from the fact that in no instance has
there been general dissatisfaction with the result
in the law creating a direct primary. . . .
of the vote. The measures submitted presented al
Initiative and Referendum.
most every phase of legislation, and some of them
Oregon's next step in popular government was were hills of considerable length.
the adoption of the initiative and referendum
Results attained under direct legislation in Ore
amendment to the constitution, which amendment gon compare so favorably with the work of a legis
was adopted in June, 1902, by a vote of 62,024 to lative assembly that an effort to repeal the initia
•5,008. It provides that legislative authority shall tive and referendum would be overwhelmingly de
be vested in a legislative assembly, but that the feated. No effort has ever been attempted.
people reserve to themselves the power to propose
It, has been asserted that the people will not
laws and amendments to the constitution and to study a large number of measures, but will vote in
enact or reject the same at the polls independent the affirmative, regardless of the merits of meas
of the legislative assembly, and also reserve power ures submitted. Experience in Oregon has dis
to approve or reject at the polls any act of the proved this, for the results show that the people
legislature. An initiative petition must be signed have exercised discriminating judgment. They
by 8 per cent of the legal voters, as shown by the have enacted laws and have adopted constitutional
vote for supreme judge at the last preceding gen
amendments in which they believed and have de
eral election, and filed with the secretary of state
feated those of which they did not approve. . . .
not less than four months before the election.
1 do not care to take the time of the Senate tn
A referendum petition need be signed by only 5 discuss each of the measures that have been acted
per cent of the voters and filed with the secretary upon by the people of the State, but in order that
of state within ninety days after final adjourn
those who desire may have the opportunity to ob
ment of the legislature which passed the bill on
serve the wide range the measures have taken and
which the referendum is demanded. The legisla
the attitude assumed toward them by the people
ture may itself refer to the people any act passed of Oregon, I ask consent to have published in this
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connection a very brief summary of the titles of , mission of a total of 32 measures at three different
the measures, together with the "vote upon each
elections in Oregon has cost the State $25,000, or
Popular vote upon measures submitted to the people an average of about $781 for each measure. At
of Oregon under either the initiative
the election in 1008 there were 10 measures sub
or referendum.
mitted, at a cost to the State of $12,362, or an
1904.
Yes.
No.
average of about $G51 each. Five of these 19
Direct primary law with direct selection of
measures were submitted without argument. Upon
United States Senator-*
56,20.1
16.351
the oilier 14 measures there were 19 arguments
Local-option liquor law*
43,316
40,198
1906.
submitted, for which the authors paid the cost,
Omnibus appropriation bill, state instituamounting to $3,157.
tlonst
43.91S
26,758
I have no hesitancy in saying that the people of
Equal suffrage constitutional amendment*. .36.902
47.075
Oregon feel satisfied that they have received full
Local-option bill proposed by liquor people*. 35, 297
45,144
Bill for purchase by State of Barlow toll
value for the $25,000 they have spent for the sub
road*
31,525
44,527
mission of measures under the initiative and refer
-Amendment requiring referendum on any
endum. The only persons who raise the question
act calling constitutional convention*
47,661
IS. 751
of cost are those who would be opposed to direct
Amendment giving cities sole power to
amend their charters*
52.567
10.85:!
legislation if it were free of cost. 1 think I could
Legislature authorized to fix pay of state
cite numerous instances of laws passed by the leg
printer*
63,749
9,571
islature which cost the people much more than
Initiative and referendum to apply to all lo
$25,000 without any tangible return, and perhaps
cal, special and municipal laws*
47.67S
16,735
could cite a few measures which had been de
Bill prohibiting free passes on railroads*. .57. 2S1
16,779
Gross-earnings tax on sleeping, refrigera
feated by legislatures with resultant loss to the
tor and oil car companies*
60.(135
6.441
people of many times $25,000. The cost of legis
Gross-earnings tax on express, telephone
lation can not always be measured in dollars. . . .
and telegraph companies*
70.872
6.360
The initiative and referendum is but one of the
1908.
Amendment increasing pay of legislators
features of popular government in Oregon.
It
from $120 to $400 per session*
19.691
(18,892
has Ix'en the means by which other reforms and
Amendment permitting location of state in
progressive laws and constitutional amendments
stitutions at places other than the cap
have been secured, for it has been found that the
ital!
41,071
40.86ri
Amendment reorganizing system of courts
people can not always get the laws they desire
and increasing supreme judges from three
through the legislature, but can get them through
to five*
30,243
50.591
resort
to the initiative.
Amendment changing general election from
Direct Primary Law.
June to November*.
65.728
18,590
Bill giving sheriffs control of county pris
The next step after the adoption of the initiative
oners*
60,443
30,033
and referendum was the adoption, in 190-4, by a
Railroads required to give public officials
vote of 5G.205 to 1(1, 354. of a direct primary law,
free passes*
28.856
59.406
Bill appropriating $100,000 for armorlest. . .33.507
5i,S48
which is designed to supersede the old and unsatis
Bill increasing fixed appropriation for state
factory convention system. . . .
university from $47,500 to $125,000 anCorrupt Practices Act.
nuallyt ..I
44.115
40.535
Equal-suffrage amendment*
36,858
58,670
The next step in popular government in Oregon
Fishery bill proposed by Ash-wheel opera
after the adoption of the direct primary law was
tors*
46,582
40,720
the adoption of a corrupt practices act, which the
Fishery bill proposed by gill-net opera
tors*
56,130
30,280
legislature had refused to enact, but which the
Amendment giving cities control of liquor
people of the State adopted under the initiative.
selling, poolrooms, theaters, etc., subject
The corrupt practices act was adopted under the
to local-option law*
39.442
52,346
initiative in 1908 by popular vote of 54,042 to
Modified form of single-tax amendment*. . .32,066
60.871
31.301. It provides that no candidate for office
Recall power on public officials*
58.381
31,002
Bill instructing legislators to vote for peo
shall expend in his campaign for nomination more
ple's choice for United States Senators*. .69,668
21,162
than 15 per cent of one year's compensation of the
Amendment authorizing proportional- rep
office for which he is a candidate, provided that
resentation law*
48.S68
34.128
no candidate shall be restricted to less than $100.
Corrupt-practices act governing elections*. 54, 042
31,301
Amendment requiring indictment to be by
Publicity Pamphlet.
grand jury*
52,211
28.487
The act provides, however, for the publication
Bill creating Hood River County*
43,948
26.778
of a pamphlet by the secretary of state for the in
Direct Legislation Not Expensive.
formation of voters, in which pamphlet a candi
Anticipating the objection that direct legislation date in the primary campaign may have published
is expensive to the State, I will say that the sub- a statement setting forth his qualifications, the
principles and policies he advocates and favors,
• Submitted under the initiative.
or any other matter he may wish to submit in sup
t Submitted under the referendum upon legislative act.
t Submitted to the people by the legislature.
port of his candidacy. Each candidate must pay
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for at least one page, the amount to be paid vary
ing from $100 for the highest office to $10 for the
minor offices. Every candidate may secure the
use of additional pages at $100 per page, not ex
ceeding three additional pages. Any person may
use space in this pamphlet in opposition to any
candidate, the matter submitted by him being first
served upon the candidate and "the space being
paid for the same as in the case of candidates.
The matter submitted in opposition to candidates
must be signed by the author, who is subject to
the general laws regarding slander and libel. In
formation regarding State and congressional can
didates is printed in a pamphlet issued by the
secretary of state, one copy being mailed to each
registered voter in the State. Pamphlets regard
ing county candidates are issued by the county
clerk and mailed to each voter in the county.
These pamphlets must be mailed at least eight
days before the primary election. The amount of
money paid for space in the public pamphlet of in
formation is not considered in determining the
amount each candidate has expended in his cam
paign ; that is, he is entitled to expend in his pri
mary campaign 15 per rent of one year's compen
sation in addition to what he pays for space in
the public pamphlet. . . .
The Recall.
The final step in the establishment of popular
government in Oregon was the adoption of the
recall amendment to the constitution which was
adopted in 19Q8 by a vote of 58,381 to 31,002.
Under this amendment any public officer may be
recalled by the filing of a petition signed by 25
per cent of the number of electors who voted in
his district in the preceding election. The peti
tion must set forth the reasons for the recall, and
if the officer does not resign within five days after
the petition is filer! a special election must be
ordered to be held within twenty days to determine
whether the people will recall such officer. On the
ballot at such election the reasons for demanding
the recall of said officer may be set forth in not
more than 200 words. His justification of his
course in office may be set forth in a like number
of words. He retains his office until the results of
the special election have been officially declared.
No petition can be circulated against anv officer
until he has held office six months, except that in
the ease of a member of the State Legislature it
may he filed at any time after five days from the
beginning of the first session after his election. At
the special election the candidate receivin? the
highest number of votes is declared elected. The
special election is held at public expense, but a
second recall petition can not be filed against an
officer unless the petitioners first pay the entire ex
pense of the first recall election.
The Best System of Popular Government.
I reiterate that Oregon has evolved the best sys
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tem of popular government that exists in the
world today.
The Australian ballot assures the honesty of
elections.
The registration law guards the integrity of the
privilege of American citizenship—participation
in government.
The direct primary absolutely insures popular
selection of all candidates and establishes the re
sponsibility of the public servant to the electorate
and not to any political boss or special interest.
The initiative and referendum is the keystone of
the arch of popular government, for by means of
this the people may accomplish such other reforms
as they desire. The initiative develops the elec
torate "because it encourages study of principles and
policies of government, and affords the originator
of new ideas in government an opportunity to
secure popular judgment upon his measures if 8
per cent of the voters of his State deem the same
worthy of submission to popular vote. The refer
endum prevents misuse of the power temporarily
centralized in the legislature.
The corrupt-practices act is necessary as a com
plement to the initiative and referendum and the
direct primary, for, without the corrupt-practices
act, these other features of popular government
could be abused. As I have fully explained, the
publicity pamphlet provided for by the corruptpractices act affords all candidates for nom
ination or election equal means of presenting
before the voter their views upon public questions,
and protects the honest candidate against the mis
use of money in political campaigns.
Under the
operation of this law popular verdicts will be based
upon ideas, not money; argument, not abuse; prin
ciples, not boss or machine dictation.
The recall, to my mind, is rather an admonitory
or precautionary measure, the existence of which
will prevent the necessity for its use. At rare in
tervals there may lie occasion for exercise of the
retail against municipal or county officers, but I
believe the fact of its existence will prevent need
for its use against the higher officials. It is. how
ever, an essential feature of a complete system of
popular government.
Absolute Government by the People.
Under the machine and political-boss system the
confidence of sincere partisans is often betrayed byrecreant leaders in political contests and by public
servants who recognize the irresponsible machine
instead of the electorate as the source of power
to which they are responsible. I f the enforcement
of the Oregon laws will right these wrongs, then
they were conceived in wisdom and born in justice
to the people, in justice to the public servant, and
■ in justice to the partisan.
Plainly stated, the aim and purpose of the laws
is -to destroy the irresponsible political machine
and to put all elective offices in the State in direct
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touch with the people as the real source of author
ity; in short, to give direct and full force to the
ballot of every individual elector in Oregon and
to eliminate dominance of corporate and corrupt
influences in the administration of public affairs.
The Oregon laws mark the course that must be
pursued before the wrongful use of corporate pow
er ran be dethroned, the people restored to power,
and lasting reform secured. Tlicv insure absolute
government by the people.

BOOKS
THE OLD WEST AND THE NEW.
Cavanagh: Forest Ranger. By Hamlin Garland.
Published by Harper Bros., New York.
That sterling radical and faithful Single Taxer,
Hamlin Garland, has found the inspiration for his
latest novel in the timely question of the Conserva
tion fight.
In his new book Mr. Garland gives us a first
hand glimpse of the intimate side of this battle
for the people's right. His hero is oue of the for
est rangers appointed by Gifford Pinchot to care
for the great heritage of our nation in its splendid
forests. This new conqueror of the West meets
the last defiant stand of the old reckless lawless
ness which characterized the vast cattle ranges
and sheep grazing grounds of the limitless West
ern prairies. This picturesque lawlessness has
served often enough, too often perhaps for our
proper understanding of right and wrong, for the
scene of many a story of adventure, stories so
fascinating in their sweep of incident that they
blind the reader to the fact that in applauding
them he is really condoning brutality and crime.
Not the least of many good points in Mr. Gar
land's latest book is that, he shows so clearly how
behind all this colorful recklessness, extolled by
writers as "the play of strong human passions,'"
there is nothing but the sordid greed of gain and
capitalistic intrigue such as we find in our corrupt
politics, and in our dealings with our new found
"dependencies." As one of the characters in the
novel puts it—
The Old West was picturesque and in a way, manly
and fine; . . . certain phases of it were heroic. I
hate to see it all pass, but some of us begin to realize
that it was not ail poetry. The plain truth is my
companions for over twenty years were lawless ruf
fians and the cattle business as we practiced it in
those days was founded on selfishness and defended
at the mouth of the pistol. We were all pensioners
on Uncle Sam and fighting to keep the other fellow
off from having a share in his bounty. We didn't
want settlement, we didn't want law, we didn't want
a State. We wanted free range. We were a lot of
pirates from beginning to end and we aren't wholly
reformed yet.
Mr. Garland shows how the New West, coining
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under Che sign of the automobile and the telephone,
is bringing largely through the Forest Service the
ideal of brotherhood and community interests into
this scene of selfishness and lawlessness. Ross
Cavanagh dreams of a day when "each of these
great ranges will be*a national forest and each of
these canyons will contain its lake, its reservoir.''
Very significant are the words of the indignant
forester's assistant:
"The President has fired the Chief, the man that's
built up this Forestry Service. The whole works is
going to hell, that's what it is. We'll have all the
coal thieves, water-power thieves, poachers and free
grass pirates piling in on us in mobs. They'll eat up
the forest. They'll put some Western man in, some
body they can work."
With his greater outlook of an understanding of
basic economic truths, and his ideals of a true
brotherhood of man, Mr. Garland has seen the im
portance of this conflict which those of us who live
more to the Eastward do not realize in all its
urgency. He has given us a picture of it so in
tense and vivid that the mere human story built
around it, pales into insignificance beside the great
theme of the novel. The book should be read by
all those who have the true good of our country at
heart.
GRACE ISABEL COLBRON.

OLD CHICAGO.
By Gone Days in Chicago. Recollections of the "Gar
den City" of the Sixties. By Frederick Francis
Cook. A. C. McClurg & Co.. Chicago.
This book is rambling and largely reminiscent,
and therefore naturally vague. But in spite of its
defects, it is full of interest to those who would
glimpse the past through the eyes of one who saw
and was a part of it.
The supplementing of reminiscence by histori
cal incident gleaned from 1835 to 1880 would
seem to mar instead of adorning the work, but
those who were alive and observant during the
stirring period of 1857-1867 will recall with in
tense interest the bitterness of the contest waged
between the "Copperhead" and the "Black Repub
lican" of that period, and will philosophize over
the peculiar shift in the position of the parties.
Democrats, who in 1856-1860 were emphatically
the Fnion savers, became in 1861-1 805, rebels anil
traitors. Anti-slavery men who during the former
IK'riod were Fnion haters and the victims of mob
law. later became the only Fnion savers and treated
their former persecutors to liberal doses of their
own medicine.
It will interest the young of today to learn that
none of the men of the sixties were quite as bad as
their enemies painted them: and. ala:! that none
wore quite as good as their friends believed them.
It will interest the thinker to learn that George M.
Pullman disavowed any sentiment of philanthropy
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in his operations and asked to be written down as
mercenary. Students will not be surprised to read
that the utmost secrecy was required in the acquisi
tion of the land on which he built his town, in
order to avoid the blackmail of the land speculator.
Politicians may learn that the Socialist partypolled their largest proportional vote in 1879, and
many other details of political strife. Those whose
faces are not set to the front so strongly, that they
cannot look backward will find the hook worth
read ing.
GEO. V. WELLS.

AFTER A CENTURY—WHAT?
The Awakening of Zojas. By Miriam Michelson. New
York. Doubleday, Page & Company. Price, $1.00.
A bandit condemned to death becomes the will
ing subject of an experiment by Luigi ltossi, a
celebrated scientist. He is put to sleep for one
hundred years by a subtle drug compounded by
Kossi who had studied and improved on Hindoo
arts. For forty-seven years the scientist watches
over the splendid form hidden in the secret cham
ber connected with his laboratory.
Then at
eighty-two he bequeaths his mystery to his
nephew, Paolo Rossi, who religiously presides
over the mystic rites of the grotto chamber for
fifty-three more years when—presto ! the sleeping
Zojas awakes.
But how he awakes, and how he takes up the
interrupted action of his life the reader will dis
cover when he buys Miss Michelson's book, which
contains also the stories, "Peach Blossoms," "The
Cradle," "Tares."
A

L. M.

Columbia University by Longmans, Green & Co.,
New York. 1910.
—Wage-Earning Women. By Annie Marion MacLean. Published by the Macmillan Co., New York.
1910. Price, $1.25 net.
—Bulletin of the Bureau of Labor. March, 1910.
Wholesale Prices, 1890 to March, 1910. Cost of
Living in Belgium. Court Decisions Affecting Labor.
Published by the Department of Commerce and La
bor, Washington, D. C. 1910.

PAMPHLETS
The Purposes of the Fels Fund.
"The Taxation of Land Values, a Proposal for Eco
nomic and Social Reform" (The Joseph Fels Fund
of America, Commercial Tribune Building, Cincinnati,
Ohio), makes a concise explanation of the purposes
of the Fels Fund (vol. xii, pp. -166, 520, 545, 796, 953,
1169). Though distributed free on application, it is
not issued for the purpose of soliciting subscriptions.
Its publication is to emphasize the far-reaching na
ture of the social and economic changes that would
flow from the reform suggested by Henry George
more than a quarter of a century ago. But a hear
ing, comments, and criticism are solicited. Written
by Frederic C. Howe and printed by Horace Carr,
this pamphlet is as strong in presentation and inter
esting in statement as it is handsome in appearance.
It brings out with exceptional clearness the answer
to the crude notion that the single tax is a mere
fiscal reform, or at most a land reform and not a
social reform. "The single tax is least of all a tax
ing measure," to quote from the pamphlet; "this is
but incidental, though essential, to a larger social
ideal—an ideal as far-reaching in its consequences as
socialism but far simpler in its application." How
far reaching it is may be inferred from this additional
and demonstrable statement of fact, that "land value
taxation would socialize from 50 to 75 per cent of
the wealth of America."

BOOKS RECEIVED
—Together. By Robert Herrick. Published by
The Macmlllan Co., New York. 1910. Price, $1.50.
—A Life for a Life. By Robert Herrick. Published
by the Macmillan Co., New York. 1910. Price, $1.50.
—Blaze Derringer. By Eugene P. Lyle, Jr. Pub
lished by Doubleday, Page & Co., New York. 1910.
Price, $1.20.
—Social and Mental Traits of the Negro. By How
ard W. Odum. Studies in History, Economics and
Public Law. Vol. XXXVI, Number 3. Published for

PERIODICALS
The fisheries—except pearl and shark—of Lower
California, a distance of 1,500 miles, are controlled
by one. company, which holds a concession from
the Mexican government so strict in its provisions
that no one at any point along the entire coast of
the peninsula can take fish for any market without
consent of the company. The Consular Report
(June 4) of the resultant meager amount of fishing
done, serves as a reminder that the earth's re

Where the Trouble Lies.
It's not in holding Public subscribers, because a subscriber usually becomes a Public lover.
The difficulty is to get the new ones.
People do not always know a good thing at a glance, but given a chance to become acquainted
with it, there is no danger of separation.
Have you not one or more friends who would thank you for introducing them?
Cincinnati, June 27.

DANIEL KIKFER.
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sources are locked up, as well as laid waste, by
monopoly.
A. L. O.

+

*

+

A traveling salesman tells that one time he was
in a town in Central Kansas where a protracted

"COMMON HONFVTY" A Study of Fundamental PrinIVITIIIIUII IIUI1LJI I
dpiesand their Relation to the
Labor Problem. By Orren M. Donaldson, of Oak Park, 111.
Louis F. Post says: "As a discussion of elementary industrial
principles.it delights me." The Public (June 10. 1910): "An
exposition of the land reform ideal which we confidently recom
mend to those wishing a brief explanation." "This little book is
as logical and convincing as it is direct, concise, interesting and
sound." Bound in cloth, 128 pages, price 60 cents postpaid.
Address Van-American Press, 522 Kimball Hall, Chicago.

The Single Tax Blotter
The fastest selling tract. Out one month—
sold 10,000. Get a dozen by mail for
10 cents.

JOHN J. EGAN, 510 W. 169th St., New York

revival meeting was going on. One of the residents
of the town was named Toby. He was a tall, gaunt
man with long whiskers, and was very fond of
whisky, of which he frequently imbibed beyond his
limit. This man was attending one of the meet
ings, and the revivalist was busy scoring every

The Bank of the Beast
A Little Book— Full of Mighty Facts.
The clearest analysis ever published covering our
National Money Conditions.
ByRidpath, the Great Historian, and Col. Albert Talmon
Morgan.
It contains astonishing revelations, analyzes the
Aldnch Currency Bill, etc. 50 Cents, Paper.
WARE & COMPANY, Box 158, Denver. Colo.

DR. CHARLES L. LOGAN
OSTEOPATH
Suit* 701, Cable Building
28 Jackson Boulerard
Td. Human 6296
Houn: 9 A.M. lo 5 P.M.

Suile 66, Hold Warner Ann*
Coii.se Grov. Av. it 33d St.
Tel? Douglai 673
Evening* by Appointment
CHICAGO

Real Estate For Sals and Exchange

They Are Doing Good
We have had calls for more than 14,000 of our
little folders, advertising The Public, and they
are doing a world of good.
The folder is the kind any business man may
enclose with his letters without seeming imper
tinent or giving offense.
Keep them moving—and when you need more
send us a postal and say how many. Address

EDWARD POLAK
4030 Third Ave.
Now York City

Real Estate and Investments
R. E. CHADWICK
1141 D Street
San Diego, Cal.

Safety Razor BladesO i_c
Made Sharper Than New^^EA.

THE PUBLIC, Ellsworth Bldg., Chicago, 111.

Doll razor blades resharpened by
Keened?* Electric Prooeu ("the
only war"), Me Hie dozen. 80.000
repeating customers. Send address
for convenient mailing wrapper.
KEENEDGECO.. «>• Keenedie
Building, CHICAGO.

AN ODD VOLUME SALE
3 copies "The Digger Movement in the Days
of the Commonwealth," by Lewis H. Berens.
Green canvas, handsome, heavy paper.
copy, postpaid

Price per
$2.00

Hard Times:
The Cause and the Cure.

Philosopher," by

An A, B, C, of Political Economy, by James
Pollock Kohler, a lawyer of New York.

From the Memorial Set; wine-colored cloth;
handsome heavy paper; large type. Price
per copy, post paid
$0.80

"It is no disgrace to be poor." <J The disgrace
is in not knowing why you are poor.
<I This book will tell you why.

3 copies "A Perplexed
Henry George.

47 copies " Land Values and the Budget."
A manifesto put out in January, 1909, from Lon
don, by the United Committee for the Taxation
of Land Values. With the historic British Budget
of 1909 at last passed, and the mighty struggle of
its passage fresh in memory, this manifesto takes
on added interest. While the supply lasts these
large, red-bound pamphlets will be sent for a
nominal charge (to cover postage and handling)
of
$0.10

Second Edition, Corrected and Enlarged: Price,
ISCents, postpaid.

THE PUBLIC, Book Dept, Ellsworth Bldg, Chicago

the public look Dtpt, Ellsworth bmj.. Chicago, ill

Land
Labor
Capital
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form of vice and calling down drastic condemnation
upon them.
"Woe to the drunkard! Woe to the drunkard!
Woe to the drunkard!" he shouted in doleful tones.
Old Toby got on his feet and tugged at his whis
kers, and the fact that he stuttered only made his
interruption more marked: "G-g-guess th-th-th-at's
m-m-e! I-I-I-I'm p-p-present!"
The preacher went on. "Woe to the liars! Woe

Do You Make Your
head saveyour hands?
The woman who does
has the easiest time.
Do a little thinking.
With Fels-Naptha
soap you can wash
clothes in cold or luke
warm water in about
half the time it takes
by the old-fashioned
boiling, hard-rubbing
way. It's easier on the
clothes, easier on you,
saves fuel, time and
bother. Then the
clothes are cleaner and
sweeter than you can
get them in any other
way.
One cake of FelsNaptha will prove this
to you next washday.
Be sure to follow direc
tions on the red and
green wrapper.

to the liars! Woe to the thieves! Woe to the
thieves!" His voice was dolorous and sepulchral.
Again old Toby got to his feet. He motioned
around the room, swinging and pointing with his
arms and fingers.
"G-g-get up!" he commanded, "G-g-get up! He's
callin' on s-s-some of you fellers! I've answered
p-p-present. It's your turn now. S-s-stand up and
be c-counted!"—Kansas City Journal.

The Public
The Public is a weekly review, giving in concise and plain
terms, with lucid explanations and without editorial
bias, all the news of the world of historical value.
It is also an editorial paper, according to the principles of
fundamental democracy, expressing itself fully and free
ly, without favor or prejudice, without fear of conse
quences and without regard to any considerations of
personal or business advantage.
Besides its editorial and news features, the paper con
tains a department entitled Related Tilings in which
appear articles and extracts upon various subjects
verse as well as prose, chosen alike for their literarv
merit and their wholesome human Interest in relation
to the progress of democracy.
We aim to make The Public a paper that is not only
worth reading, but also worth filing.
Published weekly by Louis F. Post, Ellsworth Eidg.. 357
De,arborn St., Chicago, 111.
Entered at the Chicago, Illinois, Postofflee as second class
matter.

Terms of Subscription
Yearly
Half yearly
Quarterly
Single copies
Trial subscription—4 weeks

$1.00
5a
-,
05
10

Extra copies In quantity, $2.00 per 100, In lots of 50 and
upward; If addressed to individuals, $3.50 per 100.
Free of postage in United States, Cuba and Mexico,
blsewhere, postage extra, at the rate of one cent per
week, or 50 cents per year.
All checks, drafts, postoffice money orders and express
money orders should be made payab.e to the order of
Louis F. Post. Money orders, or Chicago or New York
Drafts, are preferred, on account of exchange charges
by the Chicago banks.

Subscribers wishing to change address must give the old
address as well as the new one.
Receipt of payment Is shown in about two weeks by date
on wrapper, which shows when the subscription expires
All subscribers are requested to note this date and to
remit promptly for renewal of subscription when due
or order it discontinued if the paper Is no longer de
sired.

Advertising Rates
One page, each Insertion
Half page, each Insertion
7 inches, single column, each insertion
Quarter page, each insertion
One inch, each Insertion
Half Inch, each insertion

$15.00
8.00
6.75
4.00
i_nn
50

10% discount for 6 months' insertion of one advertise
ment.
5% discount for 3 months' Insertion of one advertisement
or 6 months' insertion every other week.
3% discount allowed for cash payment in 5 davs from re
ceipt of bill.
Tw,?,J':0.lumns, t0 th" Da?e; tength of column, SV4 inches:
Width of column, 3 Inches.
Advertising forms close on the Monday preceding the Fr
day of publication.
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M I LKWEED CREAM
Keeps the skin soft, smooth and oelcety. so that healthy Summer tan only adds to the natural
attractiveness of a Milkweed Cream Complexion. The Peculiar properties of Milkul.ed Cream
keep Jrecfylrs away, relifoe soreness and smarting djr to sunburn.

" Beauty is only skin deep." Then all the more need to give your complexion the at ention
it deserves. The first requisite for beauty is a healthy skin. Spots and blemishes, no matter
how small, disfigure and mar the complexion. Loose skin, crows feet and wrinkles (due to
unnecessary rubbing) are also serious complexion faults. A sallow or colorless skin, as well
as undue red ess, are Nature's danger signals.

MILKWEED CREAM
gives relief fro n these and all oth r complexion ills. For a decade it has been recognized
as the best face crea n and skin tonic that > kill and science can produce.
Milkweed Cream is a smooth errolient, possessing decided and distinct therapeutic properties. There
fore, excretive rubbing and kneading are unnecessary. Just apply a little, night and morning, with
the finger tips, rubbing it gently until it is absorbed by the skin. In a short time blemishes yield to
such treatment and the skin becomes clear and healthy; the result—a fresh and brilliant complrxion. To prove to you the advisability of always having Milkweed Cream on your dressing table,
we shall be glad to send a sample free, if you write us.

F. F. INGRAM CO , 73 Tenth St., DETROIT, MICH , <">J WIN DSOR, CAN.
IMPROVES BAD COMPLEXIONS- PRESERVES GOOD COMPLEXIONS

mention THE PUBLIC when you write to Advertiser*.

