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denial of American democracy. Nor can it be

uTged that he may have contributed the Outlook

editorial from which we quote; the author of that

editorial is evidently more candid or less sophis

ticated than Mr. Roosevelt. But this number of

the Outlook appears to have been edited with the

distinct purpose of exploiting and justifying Mr.

Roosevelt's type of democracy. The purpose is so

evident that nothing short of a repudiation of the

blunt climax we quote can make even the most

friendly reader suppose that it misrepresents Mr.

Roosevelt's views. An indiscreet generalization it

may be, but not an inaccurate one. In the same

issue of the Outlook a paper on "the spirit of

democracy" figures prominently. This is by Dr.

Lyman Abbott, the editor in chief, who finds that

there is now a new American democracy, child of

two conflicting American democracies of the Nine

teenth century—the idealistic of Hebrew and

Puritan ancestry through New England, and the

materialistic from Rome and France through

Virginia,—which is now struggling with the con

tradictory characteristics it inherits from its an

cestors. Also in this issue of the Outlook

there is a stenographic report of an ex

temporaneous speech by Mr. Roosevelt at

Christiania, Norway — edited by him for

publication but hitherto unpublished—in which,

expounding "the colonial policy" of the United

States, he defends the subjugation of the Philip

pines in terms that would have delighted George

III and Lord North had they been uttered with

reference to the American colonies. Then there

is the editorial climax, which may or may not have

had Mr. Roosevelt's approval, but which seems to

be a correct generalization of his views: "We

believe that the statement in the Declaration of

Independence that governments derive their just

powers from the consent of the governed is

false."

*

The unsoundness of that belief as a political

principle may be put aside; to argue against it

as a principle might be called "academic" by the

Outlook, and "sentimental," or "foolish," or "in

decent," by Mr. Roosevelt. Nor would it be worth

while to quote the words of Abraham Lincoln and

his compeers who founded the Republican party,

or the fathers of the Republic itself, who, as Lin

coln said, conceived it in liberty and dedicated it to

the proposition that all are created equal. To hark

back to those men might be challenged as an ap

peal from the youthful American democracy of

the Twentieth century to the dead democracy of

the Nineteenth. But waiving all such "senti

mental" and "academic" considerations, it be

hooves the American people to consider the possi

bilities under present circumstances of Mr. Roose

velt's democracy as generalized by the Outlook,

with reference to their own safety.

Following its assertion of the falsity of the

Declaration of Independence in so far as that

document assigns the just powers of government

to the consent of the governed, the Outlook adopts

as "always, everywhere and eternally true" the

"principle embodied in the Declaration that gov

ernments exist for the benefit of the governed."

Accordingly it reasens that "whether the Filipinos

consent or do not consent to the government ex

ercised over them is not the fundamental ques

tion;" that "the fundamental question is whether

that government is exercised over them for their

benefit." Although the particular application is

to the Philippines, the principle is generalized by

the Outlook as "always, everywhere and eternally

true." Manifestly, then, with reference to Ameri

can citizens themselves, the democracy of Roose

velt, as expounded by the Outlook and evident

from his own recent speeches, rests fundamentally

upon the monarchical principle. Whether the

American people "do or do not consent to the

government exercised over them is not the funda

mental question," but "the fundamental question

is whether that government is exercised over them

for their benefit." This is Roosevelt's . de

mocracy, as it is the Outlook's, as it is the Em

peror William's, as it was Napoleon's.

The sultanic impudence of Roosevelt's as

sumption in this respect would surpass belief if

the man himself had left room for a doubt. But

its danger is the prime consideration. Declaring

that he will lead his country to higher levels of

democracy, and in his superlative egotism be

lieving it no doubt, lie beckons it on toward the

potter's field of every republic in history that

came under the influence of a personage like

himself. He would tear away the very basis of

this Republic, the rock-bottom principle it rests

upon, which is not that a British monarch might

not govern us better for our own benefit than we

can govern ourselves, but that it is our right to

govern ourselves. He would twist the principle

of government to which the founders of this Re

public appealed for the sympathy of mankind, into

a hollow and false excuse for revolt. And what he

would have our Republic do with weaker peoples,

the logic of his position would justify his doing

with us if he had the opportunity that the historic
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wreckers of republics have had. Would the Con

stitution stay his hand? Bead from his Christi-

ania speech in the issue of the Outlook already

referred to, with reference to the San Domingo

treaty: "I found considerable difficulty in get

ting the United States Senate to ratify the treaty,

but I went ahead anyhow and executed it until it

was ratified." This was supremely dictatorial, for

under the Constitution a treaty is not a treaty

until it is ratified by the Senate. He might as

lawfully have enforced a bill under consideration

by Congress, before Congress enacted it. But,

says this Napoleonic democrat, "the opposition

was a purely factious opposition, representing the

smallest kind of politics with a leaven of even

baser motive.". If such a man, with the army

and the navy at his command, encouraged by the

kind of idolatrous popularity that raised Na

poleon to an absolute dictatorship upon an im

perial throne, were obsessed with the notion that

a benevolent dictator could govern the American

people better "for their benefit" than they gov

ern themselves, with their Lorimers, and Tam-

manys, and Hearsts, and Busses, and socialists,

and anarchists, their labor unions, their trusts,

their plutocrats, their bothersome State lines,

their corrupt legislatures, their dilatory courts

and their foolish sentimentalists—if such a man,

so tempted and so equipped, were to resolve upon

becoming a dictator "for the common good," is it

so certain that American citizenship would be

safe? Suppose he did find considerable difficulty

in getting Congress to agree with him. Might

he not "go ahead anyhow," until they did agree?

And wouldn't he find his warrant in what would

seem to him in those circumstances to be "a purely

factious opposition, representing the smallest kind

of politics," and may be "with a leaven of even

baser motive"?

Yet there is good reason to fear that in the

name and behalf of democracy, and with the

support of masses of genuine democrats in all

parties, Theodore Eoosevelt may again be called

out of private life to a term as President, and this

time under circumstances more favorable than

our country has ever before experienced for a

Napoleonic personality to seize upon Napoleonic

power. We trust the alternative of Eoosevelt or

Taft will not occur at the next Presidential elec

tion. But if it should, better King Log than

King Stork. Though Taft slumbers while pluto

crats intrench themselves, taxation under popular

control would serve at any time as a weapon to

pierce even the thickest fortifications of "vested

rights." But if a Napoleonic character like

Eoosevelt once seized the government to adminis

ter it according to his own notions of what is

for "the benefit of the governed," the damage

would be irreparable. No doctrine more dangerous

to popular liberty has ever been formulated than

this of the Eoosevelt cult, that "just governments

exist for the benefit of the governed," when that

otherwise true doctrine is isolated from the bal

ancing principle that "governments derive their

just powers from the consent of the governed."

+ *

Aldrich and Cook.

Senator Dolliver credits last year with "two

important hoaxes—the discovery of the North

Pole by Dr. Cook and the revision of the tariff

downward by Senator Aldrich." Isn't this com

parison severe upon Cook?

* *

More Railroad Regulation.

We are now to learn whether a special court

for the regulation of the proceedings of the Inter

state Commerce Commission in regulating the

business of railroads, will make railroad regula

tion efficient, or whether it will be necessary to

create further regulatory machinery. The mech

anism for regulating the administration of public

service by private corporations seems to be pro

gressively complex.

* *

"Barbarous Mexico."

We published recently an editorial (p. 532) on

the stoppage by the American Magazine of its

series of articles on "Barbarous Mexico," by John

Kenneth Turner, in which we described the stop

page as sudden and unaccountable and as having

puzzled readers of that magazine; and in the

same editorial we quoted Mr. Turner as having

explained in the Appeal to Eeason, of Girard,

Kansas, which has taken up the publication of

the series, that the editors of the American Mag

azine found themselves face to face with "a power

whose might they misjudged and which threatens

to crush them." We believed then, and we be

lieve still, that this was Mr. Turner's sincere

judgment of the American's reasons for discon

tinuing his articles. But the following explana

tion by Eay Stannard Baker, one of the responsi

ble editors of the American, is better evidence of

the motives of the Magazine than anybody's judg

ment. Mr. Baker writes:

The facts are these: Mr. Turner went to Mexico

and got the material for a number of able articles.

We took great pains in the office, In the presentation
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and verification of the facts, as we always do. We

conferred not alone with Mr. Turner, but with a

number of Mexican liberals and some of the best

authorities on Mexican affairs. We ourselves chose

the title "Barbarous Mexico," which has done more

than any other one thing to impress the idea we had

to present. It was a flying phrase that went round

the world. We were so anxious to publish all the

authentic material that we could get, that we sent

Mr. Turner back to Mexico at considerable expense,

to study the situation more fully. We also got to

gether material from other sources and published

other articles to corroborate Mr. Turner's studies.

We tried throughout to do a thorough and honest

piece of editorial work. We published all of Mr.

Turner's articles, that we, as journalists, felt to be

effective. The first articles contained the cream of

the whole matter. The later material, though we

paid for 4t, we were not able to lick into a shape

so authentic, so convincing and so interesting that

we could feel that it would really help. We

have not been threatened, nor should we have

changed our course if we had been threatened. We

have not changed our convictions or our policies in

any way whatever. The entire group— Mr. Phillips,

Miss Tarbell, William Allen White, F. P. Dunne and

myself—believe in what we are doing, and when we

can no longer express ourselves honestly and fully

in the American Magazine, we'll stop it and find

some other way of expressing ourselves.

Mr. Baker's letter is, as we fully believe, frank

and true; and while wc hope that the Turner

articles in the Appeal to Reason may be widely

read, we are confident, both from the statements

of this letter and our own observation of the

American Magazine since its first publication, that

its policies are controlled by its editors, and that

they are truthful and courageous persons.

+ *

Be Good and Others Will Be Happy.

A great industrial discovery has been made by

the Nashville American. It would end the age

long "conflict between individual greed and social

welfare," would give "to the individual full oppor

tunity and incentive to do his utmost in such a

way that his labor would redound to the good, not

the hurt, of the whole community." .And it is

very simple. Yet no one can doubt its effective

ness. "We have been pursuing the wrong course."

The "motive and aim of human endeavor has been,

generally speaking, profit and wages instead of

service" ;, and "there's the root of the whole evil."

The remedy? "Let laborers and employers, mer

chants and manufacturers, policemen and council-

men, Congressmen and Senators," think "half as

much of their opportunities to render service to

their fellowmen as they do of their wages and

profits." And there you are, as Mr. Dooley would

say. Surely, surely. Let the skies fall and every

body can catch larks. But the suggestion is really

not half bad. Most men would rather think of

the service they can render than of the pay they

get, if the pay they get were not so precarious and

often so small that their human necessities compel

them to think of it first. Might we not reverse

this condition, by so altering our institutions that

nobody could get pay for service without render

ing service? A beginning could easily be made

with such of these parasites as get pay. not for

rendering service, but in tolls from others for

their use of our common earth in order to render

service.

V V V

LAND CONSERVATION IN NORTH

ERN NIGERIA.

Tinder radical-Liberal influences the British gov

ernment is establishing in the Protectorate of

Northern Nigeria, a thorough system of land ten

ure and taxation for the conservation of natural

and social resources.

The land is nationalized, private tenures being

upon license only and not upon freehold, and the

taxation contemplates making land values a com

mon fund. The theory of the system is that occu

piers of land shall be secure in the products of

their industry, but that values due to natural ad

vantages or social growth shall go to the public.

This is a system which, pursuant to the mod

ern British policy, has its roots in native customs.

For in that mid-African country, land national

ization is found to have prevailed under native

governments. Embryonic in character it may

have been, and crude in form. What else could

be expected of the customs of a people whom we

with our cozy Caucasian prejudices regard as only

semi-civilized or maybe altogether savage? But

the form was plainly marked and the character un

mistakable.

+

Northern Nigeria has a population of nearly

10,000,000. Its area is about five times that of

England. It lies between the 7th and 14th paral

lel of north latitude, and the 3rd and 13th merid

ian east from Greenwich. At the extreme north

east the boundary line passes through the western

waters of Lake Chad. The confluence of the Niger

and the Benue, not far north of the southern

boundary, is a little way west of the north-and-

soutb center. There are fourteen provinces: Bor-

gu, Soskoto (which includes the old province of

Gando), Kontagora, Nupe, Zaria, Nassarawa,

Ilorin, Kabba, Bassa, Kano, Bauchi, Muri, Yola,

and Bornu.

This country came fully under British control
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in 1903. The Eoyal Niger Company, created in

1882 under the name of the National African

Company, for the purpose of securing Nigeria to

Great Britain and governing it under a Royal char

ter, had heen divested of its charter in 1900, when

a government was set up under a British commis

sion; but the process of complete political occupa

tion took three years more. The territory is with

in that British sphere of influence in Africa which

was conceded to Great Britain by the Anglo-Ger

man agreements of 1885, 1886 and 1893, and the

Anglo-French agreements of 1889, 1890 and 1898.

It is under the jurisdiction of the Secretary of

State for the Colonies, a cabinet office in the Brit

ish ministry now held by the Earl of Crewe. The

principal British official "on the ground" is called

the Governor, an office held at the present time

and during the period of the Parliamentary report

we are about to describe, by Sir Percy Girouard.

In the latter part of the year 1907, Sir Percy

Girouard, as British governor of Northern Nige

ria, had collected, and subsequently he forwarded

to the Colonial office in London, a mass of infor

mation and suggestion relative to land tenure and

land revenue within his jurisdiction. This mate

rial was referred by the home office to the commit

tee to whose remarkable report,* which is of uni

versal interest, we are here calling attention. The.

terms of reference were that the committee should

"consider the evidence collected by Sir Percy Gir

ouard, and any other evidence available as to the

existing system of land tenure in Northern Nige

ria," and "report (1) on tke system which it is ad

visable to adopt, and (2) as to the legislative and

administrative measures necessary for its adop

tion."

The members of this committee had been se

lected with regard to special competency for the

work. One of them was Kcnelm E. Dighy,

permanent under secretary at the home office. An

other was Sir James Digges la Touchc, an official

of experience in India. H. Berham Cox, legal

assistant under secretary at the Colonial office

since 1897, was another; and others were T.' Mori-

son, Charles Strachey, C. L. Temple and Captain

C. W. J. Orr. To these was added later Josiah C.

•The official report, called "Report of the Northern

Nigeria Land Committee," which was ordered to be

carried out May 10. 1910, together with the accompany

ing "Minutes of Evidence and Appendices," is on public

sale in London by Wyman and Sons, Limited, 109 Fetter

Lane, Fleel street, E. C, and 32 Abingdon street, West

minster, S. W. ; in Edinburgh by Oliver and Boyd, Twee-

dale Court; and in Dublin by E. Ponsonby, 116 Grafton

street. The price for the Report is 9 pence (18 cents);

for the Minutes it is 1 shilling and 2 pence (28 cents).

Wedgwood, M. P. (p. 258), who had served in

Africa both as a military officer in the Boer War

and as a British magistrate after the war, and

who is now a member of Parliament as a radical-

Liberal.

Thirteen meetings were held by the committee,

in the course of which they considered not only the

memoranda submitted by Sir Percy Girouard, but

also the oral testimony (taken at their meetings)

of Sir Raymond Menendez (Chief Justice of

Northern Nigeria), and of five officers of the po

litical department of that Protectorate, two of

these—Mr. Temple and' Captain Orr—being mem

bers of the committee. They considered besides,

the various laws relating to land in force in the

Protectorate, and also a collection of memoranda

pn the subject of land taxation and native revenue

which a former High Commissioner for Northern

Nigeria—Sir Frederick Lugard—had issued to his

civil subordinates. The views of business con

cerns having interests in Northern Nigeria were

also solicited and placed in the record. Responses

from this source were full, except as to the Niger

company, which went no further than to express

a hope that the committee would afford no opening

for land speculators.

At the outset in their report, which was made

July 29, 1908, but not finally acted upon by' the

Colonial office until March 22. 1910, the commit

tee presented a sketch of the history and present

condition of Northern Nigeria. A paraphrase of

this will help to an appreciation of the larger con

clusions of the report.

Some parts of Northern Nigeria are Moham

medan, others are pagan.

Mohammedanism came through two sources—first

the Hausas and Bornuese. and second the Fulani.

The Hausas and the Bornuese, though not abor

iginal inhabitants, were established in this part of

Africa at a very remote time, and became Moham

medan as early probably as the Thirteenth century.

Some centuries later, Fulani missionaries (Mo

hammedan) coming down from the north and

northwest, brought on a holy war at the beginning

of the Nineteenth century, and established by con

quest a large Fulani empire.

Although some of the provinces conquered by

the Fulani were already Mohammedan, others con

tained a large pagan population under Fulani

rule, and also large pagan communities that pre

served their independence. One of the latter. Ar-

gungu, adjacent to Gando, "one of the great scats

of the Fulani empire," came to "a relatively high

state of civilization under its pagan rulers."
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At the beginning of British rule ten of the prov

inces were Mohammedan and four pagan, as fol

lows :

Mohammedan.—Sokoto, Kano, Kontagora, Nupe,

Bauchi, Zaria, Yola, Ilorin, Muri, and Bornu.

Pagan.—Borgi, Kabba, Bassa, and Nassarawa.

Acknowledging a higher state of native civiliza

tion than most of us have supposed to exist in this

part of Africa, the Parliamentary report here un

der review attributes it largely to the Hausa race.

"The very complete system," it says, "of native

law and administration found today in Hausaland

is believed1 to have been adopted by the Fulani*

from the Hausa* under whom it had been built

up."

After its historical investigation, the committee

concludes, with reference to possible differences be

tween Mohammedan and pagan rule prior to the

British occupation, that no "national differences

exist as regards the native customs and practices

relating to land and taxation between the parts

where the inhabitants or ruling classes are mainly

Mohammedan and the parts where they are main

ly pagan." The report thereupon describes at

length the prevailing native customs regarding

land and taxation, and, adding an explanation of

the policy pursued' by the British since the Royal

Niger charter was revoked in 1900, makes its rec

ommendations.

This brings us to the core of the whole matter.

*

It is found by the report that "there is no room

for the development of the conception of private

•The following quotations from the Century Dictionary

throw additional light upon the civilization with which the

British government has come In contact in Northern

Nigeria;

"Fulah or Fula (fb'-lil) plural Fulbe ['light brown,'

'red']—A great African nation, scattered through the

Sudan from Senegal to Wadai, and south to Adamawa;

Their language Is called Fulfulde. They are variously

classed with the Hamites, the negroes, and in the Nuba-

Fulah group, with the Nubas of the Nile Valley. They

seem to be essentially Hamltic, having branched oft

from the Berbers or the Somal. Their color Is reddish-

brown, nose straight, lips regular, hair curly. Where

they are mixed with the negroes the skin Is darker,

the lips are thicker, the hair is more bushy and the

temperament more merry. In their pure state they are

proud and grave. The Futa-Toro or Toucouleurs are a

mixture of Fulah and Woloff. Pastoral, Industrious, war

like, and intelligent, they rule over the agricultural negro

tribes of the Sudan. They are dominant in Gando, So

koto, Adamawa, Masslna, Segu, Kaarta and Futa-Jallon.

In Bornu, Baghirmi and Wadal they are not strong

enough to command. In religion they are Mohamme

dans, but tolerant except th« fanatic Toucouleurs. They

have a national literature written with Arabic charac

ters. It was in the beginning of this century [the 19th],

under their poet and leader Otman dan Fodlo, that

they revolutionized the Sudan, spreading Islam, and

founding their great kingdoms, which are not yet on

the wane. Their language is peculiar by its initial

property in land;" for, "by the customs prevailing

throughout Northern Nigeria, grants of use and

enjoyment of land are merely revocable licenses to

cultivate the land." - The report therefore declares

it to be the "duty of the government to protect the

occupier from disturbance," and if the govern

ment needs land for public purposes the occupier

"should have full compensation from the govern

ment for the crops, buildings and improvements,

though not for the land."

The danger of the development of a proprietary

right is foreseen by the report, which, to guard

against it, advises that the annual tax assessments

"be so employed as to prevent as far as possible

land from acquiring a marketable value other than

that derived from the improvements made upon

it." The administration should, in the opinion of

the committee, "be directed rather to measures for

giving security to the occupier against outside in

terference than attempt to create the new and

strange idea of an estate or property in the land

itself."

In case of revocation of an occupier's right, the

report emphasizes its recommendation of due com

pensation "for crops, unexhausted improvements,

and buildings, though not for the land itself."

On the subject of taxation the report recom

mends that "the system of taxation now imposed

should be such that," with general increase of

wealth, "the government revenues will partake of

this increase of wealth automatically"; and it

points out, quite in harmony with the well-known

formations. It is spoken In its purest form in Masslna

and Futa-Toro. Owing to admixtures of neighboring

negro languages and Arabic, five dialects are distin

guished, according to the countries where they are

spoken: namely, Futa-Jallon, Futa-Toro, Sokoto, Hausa

and Bornu—also called Pul Fetata Filani."

"Hausa, or Haussa (hou'-sa). A country and nation

situated north of the junction of the Niger with the

Binue river, in Central Sudan. Hausa-land is almost co

extensive with the modern kingdom of Sokoto. The

Hausas form the most Important nation of the Sudan.

They belong to the Nigritic branch of the Bantu-negro

race, slightly mixed with Hamltic elements. According

to their own tradition their father was a negro and their

mother a Berber. The Gober section is of Coptic descent.

The Hausas are Mohammedans, seml-clvllized, great

traders, and able craftsmen. In the slaving times Hausa

slaves were in great demand; today, Hausa soldiers con

stitute a large portion of the British and Congo state

forces. In the Middle Ages the Hausas formed a great

negro kingdom, which subsequently broke up into small

states. About the 16th century the" Fulahs or Fulbe

began to get a foothold among them, and in 1802 Oth-

man dan Fodlo founded In Hausa-land a great Fulah

empire. From this, divided among his sons, sprang the

modern sultanates of Sokoto, Gando and Adamawa. The

Hausa language is spoken far beyond Hausa-land. It

is euphonious, simple, and regular in structure, and

eminently fit to bocome a literary language. The prin

cipal dialects are those of Katsena (the literary stand

ard), Kano, Gober and Daura."
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single tax theory, that "the construction of roads

,and railways, the introduction of new industries,

and the general progress of Northern Nigeria, will,

independently of the exertions of the cultivators,

augment the profits derived from the use of land ;"

whereupon, also in harmony with the single tax,

it recommends that "taxation should be such as

to aim at securing for the state this increment in

value."

Inasmuch, however, as there are temporary

practical difficulties in the way, so that "the imme

diate introduction of a land revenue of the nature

indicated", cannot be recommended, the report ad

vises "that the tax on the use of land should be

separated from the taxes on trade and crafts," to

the end that land values may in the future be au

tomatically absorbed by the land tax.

In summing up their views, the committee ad

vise that the "government should retain the do

minion and control of all the land in the country,"

grants of land to "be in the nature of leases or

licenses and not of grants of the absolute property

or freehold interest;" that no distinction should

be made "in this respect in point of principle be

tween urban or rural land, or building or agricul

tural land, or otherwise ;" and that, "for the pur

pose of avoiding misleading associations, the sub

ject matter of such leases or licenses should not

be the land itself, but the use and enjoyment of

Lhe land for the purposes for which it is granted."

*

The recommendations of the committee have

been ordered by the British government to be car

ried out, and the work is now in process.

That it is being done in no perfunctory way

may be inferred from the letter of the British

Governor of Northern Nigeria, set out in the Par

liamentary document here under consideration. He

writes of the principles laid down by the commit

tee, that they are "in substance a declaration in

favor of the nationalization of the lands of the

Protectorate;" and that they have his "whole

hearted acceptance." Adding an expression of his

confidence that they will "prove of unique and in

calculable benefit to present and future genera

tions of Nigerians," he says: "By securing for

ever the rentals on land for the upkeep of central

and local governments, the principles if applied

will prove to be the greatest developing factor in

the future moral and material welfare and prog

ress of the country and its inhabitants whether

native or immigrant."

* * +

Statistics are generally used to prove the things

that we know are not so.—Puck.

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE

INSURGENCY IN IOWA.

On the Road, June 18.

I was in Iowa just after the primary election and

was eager to take testimony on the ground as to

the significance of the result.

My first witness was the barber. "Well," said I,

"what do you people out here think about the

fight?" "Oh the most of 'em seem to think Jeff will

win" was the unhesitating reply.

The next time I indicated that it was the primary

fight I was interested in. "What primary fight? I

didn't know there was one," said the porter in the

hotel. The next two witnesses were railroad em

ployes. They were not keen on the subject but

did recollect that there had been an election.

Neither had voted. One never voted.

The next was a drummer and a bitter Standpatter.

"What does it mean?" said he, with feeling. "It

means the end of Cummins, that's what it means.

It means that Iowa Republicans will not stand for

an attack on a Republican President." This man

had been a Florida Democrat until the first Bryan

campaign. He was intelligent, however, though

vehemently partisan and I put this question to him:

"Is it not true that if the Democrats who can be

relied on to support Cummins at the polls, could

have participated in this primary, the Standpatters

would have been easily defeated?" He frankly ad

mitted that this was so. The same admission was

made by a Standpat State Senator.

The grievance of these men seemed to be that

Cummins beats them with Democratic votes. They

explained that it would be another thing if he made

Republicans of the Democrats, but that he has not

done this. These Democrats are confessedly and

boastfully unregenerate, and they vote for Cummins

not because they have turned Republican, but be

cause Cummins has turned Democrat. This is the

indictment. But a hot progressive Republican ex

plained to me that the Standpatters were nothing

but Democrats anyway, and a dead weight to the

Republican party in Iowa.

My observation is that Iowa is almost indisputable

Progressive territory. But in these days when inde

pendent votes determine elections, party primaries

are no test of public sentiment.

HERBERT S. BIGELOW.

"Why do we send missionaries to the savages?"

isked the man.

"To civilize them."

"What good does that do them?"

"It educates them out of habits of Idleness."

"And what then?"

"They go to work."

"What do they work for?"

"To become prosperous and rich."

"What good does prosperity do them?"

"It procures them leisure and comfort."

"Which was what they had before you started

stirring them up. What's the use?" — Cleveland

Leader.
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NEWS NARRATIVE

To use the reference figures of this Department for

obtaining continuous news narratives:

Observe the reference figures in any article; turn back to the page

they indicate and find there the next preceding article, on the same

subject; observe the reference figures in that article, and turn baek

as before, continue until you come to the earliest article on the sub

ject; then retrace your course through the indicated pages, reading

each article in chronological order, and you will have a continuous

news narrative of the subject from its historical beginnings to date.

Week ending Tuesday, June 21, 1910.

>

Roosevelt's Return.

The reception of ex-President Roosevelt upon

his return from abroad (p. 503) was the most

demonstrative ever accorded any individual, pub

lic man or private citizen, in the United States.

He came into the lower bay at Xew York in the

early morning on the 18th on board the Kaiserin

Auguste Victoria. Salutes were fired at Fort

Wadsworth, where the troops were lined up at

"attention'"; the battleship ''South Carolina" wel

comed him with a salute of 21 guns; the U. S.

revenue cutter '■Manhattan'' brought members

of his family and intimate friends to his vessel

to greet him and take him aboard ; letters of wel

come from President Taft and Gov. Hughes were

handed him. A little later the revenue cutter

"Androscoggin," bearing the committee of 300

appointed by Mayor Gaynor, and accompanied by

a fleet of vessels of many kinds, came alongside

the '"Manhattan" ; and the committee, under the

direction of its chairman, Cornelius Vanderbilt,

received him in behalf of the city. With renewed

gunpowder salutes, a river procession then formed

and steamed as far north as Twelfth street, where /

it turned back to land the guest at the Battery.

Fie was received there in person by Mayor Gaynor.

and from a grandstand addressed a vast crowd.

From the Battery he was escorted by a long caval

cade through a thick crowd of enthusiastic spec

tators, up Broadway and Fifth avenue, under the

Dewey arch, to Fifty-ninth street. Late in the

■afternoon he went to his home at Oyster Bay.

Besides his familiar greetings to friends and ad

mirers in the course of the day, and his definite

assurance that he will—

have nothing whatever to say in the immediate fu

ture about politics and will hold no interview what

ever on the subject with anyone, and anything pur

porting to be an interview that may appear can be

safely set down at once as an invention,—

Mr. Roosevelt incorporated this formal address

to the American people in his speech at the Bat

tery:

I am ready and eager to do my part so far as I

am able in helping solve problems which must be

solved if we of this the greatest democratic republic

upon which the sun has ever shone are to see its

destinies rise to the high level of our hopes and its

opportunities. This is the duty of every citizen, but

it is peculiarly my duty, for any man who has ever

been honored by being made President of the United

States is thereby forever after rendered the debtor ot

the American people and is bound throughout his life

to remember this as his prime obligation, and in

private life as much as in public life so to carry him

self that the American people may never have cause

to feel regret that once they placed him at their

head.

He was in conference at his home on the 19th

with Senator Lodge of Massachusetts, Congress

man Longworth (his son-in-law), and Secretary

Meyer of the Navy Department under President

Taft and Postmaster-General under Mr. Roose

velt. . He absolutely refused to be interviewed by

newspaper representatives.

* *

Suppressing Revolution in Mexico.

In the same north and northwestern provinces

of Mexico where two years ago groups of revolu

tionists, or bandits, as the Mexican government

called them, received stern treatment, being dis

patched by bullet or rope, and their sympathizers

sent to the salt mines (vol. xi, p. 396), the Mexi

can government is now making arrests by the

hundred, and searching for smuggled arms, ac

cording to dispatches of the 18th and 20th. the

latter from Cananea, the chief center of the for

mer uprising. Martial law had been proclaimed

in Cananea and other border towns. The dis

patch says that the revolutionary movement origi

nated among the young element of northern Mex

ico, followers of General Bernardo Reyes, now in

Europe, and of Senor Madero, candidate for

president, now under arrest in Monterey on the

charge of causing crowds to form (p. 664). The

discontented faction demands political liberty,

free speech and the "right to vote." They an

nounce they will go to the polls on election day

prepared to fight if denied their constitutional

rights. That such uprisings were to be expected

during this election year and that as far as possi

ble they would be put by the Mexican govern

ment in the bandit class, was predicted last year

(vol. xii, p. 819).

+ *

Inter-State Railroad Regulation.

The conference committee's report on the rail

road bill (p. 512) came before both houses of

Congress on the Hth. It was adopted on the

17th by the Senate, and on the 18th by the House,

and the bill was signed on the 18th by the Presi

dent. The new law takes effect in 60 days, ex

cept as to the power of the Interstate Commerce

Commission to regulate rates, wherein it takes

effect immediately.
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Included in this new law are provisions for the

regulation of telegraph, telephone and cable com

panies as well as railroads and express companies.

The Interstate Commerce Commission is given

power to regulate both freight and passenger rates

by reducing them when it finds them to be un

reasonable; and in cases of new rates imposed

by the companies, the Commission may suspend

their operation pending a hearing on their rea

sonableness, but only for 120 days. On the ques

tion of "long and short haul," it is made unlaw

ful to charge less for a longer distance than

for a shorter one within the longer, for freight of

like kind or for passengers, without authorization

by the Commission. Federal courts (except when

three judges sit, one of them being a judge of

the United States Supreme Court) are forbidden

to issue injunctions against enforcement of State

statutes (vol. x, p. 857 ; xi, pp. 567, 851 ; xii, p.

420; xiii, p. 160) as unconstitutional. The Presi

dent is authorized to appoint a commission to

investigate stock issues, but the new law does not

attempt otherwise to regulate or supervise those

issues.

+

In addition to its regulatory provisions this law

creates a new Federal court—a commerce court—

to have the jurisdiction of Circuit Courts over

certain cases. It is in effect a special court for

the review of the decisions of the Interstate Com

merce Commission, over which it is given full

judicial jurisdiction. This court is to consist

of five Circuit Court judges. At first, five ap

pointments to the Circuit bench are to be made

by the President for the purpose of assignment to

the commerce court for one, two, three, four and

five years, respectively. Its decisions are subject

to appeal to the Supreme Court.

* *

Two Hew States.

By unanimous vote on the 16th the Senate

passed the House bill for the admission of the

Territories of Arizona and New Mexico (p. 60)

into the Union as States; but with amendments

which on the 18th the House accepted. On the

20th President Taft signed the bill.

* *

A Great Prize Fight.

For several months newspaper readers have had

an abundance of news about an approaching prize

fight between James J. Jeffries, an historic

heavyweight champion, and Jack Johnson, a Ne

gro aspirant for the heavyweight championship.

The date fixed for the fight is July 4, and San

Francisco was the place assigned for it. It had

attracted wide attention, and was to have been

attended by large numbers of wealthy and re

spectable men of sporting temperament who find

joy without "sentimentality"' in the sensations of

struggle, whether the struggle brings defeat or

victory. But on the 15th, when' the advance sales

of seats amounted to $130,000, Governor Gillette

of California directed the Attorney-General to

take legal steps to prevent the fight. San Fran

cisco had been selected because under the laws of

California, although prize fighting is prohibited,

boxing is allowed, and this prize fight was nom

inally a boxing match. Mayor McCarthy, of San

Francisco, resented the Governor's action, and for

a time all California was in a rage of partisanship

over the affair. When, however, the Attorney-

General announced that he would call out the

militia to stop the fight, if the police did not stop

it, its promoters entered into arrangements to

have it come off at Beno, Nevada, where no fine

distinctions are made between boxing matches

and prize fighting, and both are allowed—the lat

ter on a license fee of $1,000.

British Politics.

Since the burial of King Edward (p. 490),

politics in Great Britain have begun to shape up

again. On the 16th cable dispatches from Lon

don reported that the Liberal prime minister,

Mr. Asquith, and the Tory leader, Mr. Balfour,

had had several private meetings during the week,

and that an agreement between them had been

reached with reference to holding a conference on

the question of the veto power of the House of

Lords. On the same subject, T. P. O'Connor, M.

P., in his cable letter of the 18th to the Chicago

Tribune, said :

The proposed conference of the party leaders on

the veto question has produced an extraordinary ef

fect in British politics. It overshadows everything

and paralyzes and numbs everything. Nobody would

believe that the House of Commons is the same place

as a few weeks ago. Then party passion ran higher

than for a quarter of a century. . . . Now a new

spirit reigns and not a word of rancor or even spirit

is heard. . . . The Ministry is passing its bills at a

breakneck pace, always avoiding any but the non-

controversial proposals, and the House of Commons

keeps reasonable hours for the first time in half a

century. ... As the conference approaches the con

jectures, rumors, and attitude of mind change with

every hour. . . . Asquith is said to share the hopes

of Lloyd-George, who last week was the solitary op

timist in the Ministerial circles, that the conference

may end in a settlement. . . . There Is some foun

dation for these sanguine hopes. The Tories now

realize that the present House of Lords will no

longer be tolerated by the electors of England and

they are prepared to meet the coming storm half

way by agreeing to even a drastic reform. Curious

ly, however, as the hopes of a peaceful compromise

increase, the suspicion of the rank and file of both

parties increases. The radicals were hostile at first,

then they became sullenly reconciled, but to-day

they have relapsed and again are openly distrustful.

-
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. . . The protectionist Tories are equally auspicious,

thinking Balfour may attempt to throw over tariff

reform. . . . Redmond's arrival will change the en

tire situation, he being always the rallying point of

the radicals when the action of the Ministry is sus

pected of not being sufficiently firm. . . . The chief

hope of the conference Is the evident recognition by

the Tories that there is no present chance of their

winning the next election and the impossibility of

any longer defending the House of Lords. Every

politician who enters the conference takes his po

litical life in his hands, and it is quite possible that

any compromise may end the careers of some of

them.

* *

Woman Suffrage in Great Britain.

There was an immense parade of woman

suffragists (pp. 195, 210, 211) in London on the

18th, in which 10,000 women marched from the

Thames embankment to Albert Hall. The pro

cession was two miles long, and the paraders

came from all parts of the United Kingdom. The

delegation from Ireland included granddaughters

of Daniel O'Connell. Canada was represented by

a distinct delegation. There were also represen

tatives from the continent. The occupations were

distinguished by representations of women sci

entists, physicians, hospital nurses, actresses,

stenographers and factory girls; and 500 women

marched in prison garb. Mrs. Drummond, the

grand marshal, with her aides (the Honorable

Mrs. Haverfield and Vera Holmes), rode horse

back astride at the head of the procession. At

Albert Hall, Mrs. Pankhurst's appeal for funds

brought $5,000 from Mrs. Lyrton, a noted scien

tist, and Pethick Lawrence gave $5,000 more.

About $14,000 was given. Lord Lytton was

among the speakers. The cable dispatches report

the demonstration as one of the most impressive

in favor of a public movement ever attained in

London.

This parade and mass meeting were in support

of a women's suffrage bill recently introduced in

the House of Commons as a compromise measure

between the "limited bill" suffragists and the

adult suffragists (p. 195). The measure had

been drafted by the "Conciliation Committee for

Woman Suffrage''—"a body," says the London

Daily News of May 28, "with a clear policy and a

definite legislative proposal to submit." The

News goes on in the same editorial article to say

that the Conciliation Committee—

inc udes some of the most prominent champions

of either of the two views held as to the method

by which the question should be dealt with by

statute. Friends of the adult suffrage solution and

friends of the "limited bill" have como together upon

the common ground that the woman's vote is now

within the range of practical politics—the present

House of Commons, like every House since 1870,

showing a majority in favor of that ideal—and that,

in spite of this, a settlement may be indefinitely

delayed unless a compromise can be arrived at

among suffragists. Those who favor the simple ad

mission of women to the existing franchises on the

same terms as men have come to see that there is

force in the common Liberal criticism that such a

measure would greatly add to the "property vote"

and to the facilities for plural voting. Adult

suffragists, on the other hand, are ready to allow

that that plan promises no early settlement, opposed

as it is by most Unionists. The Conciliation Com

mittee, then, propose a working compromise. They

have drafted a bill which enfranchises every woman

possessed of household qualifications, or of a ten-

pound occupation qualification, within the meaning

of the representation of the people act of 1884; and

enacts that marriage shall not disqualify. This, as

the committee point out, practically applies the ex

isting English local government register for women

to Parliamentary elections the country over. That

franchise has worked well for many years in local

affairs. It excludes the ownership and lodger votes.

Its basis is thoroughly democratic; the Independent

Labor Party has avowed Itself that 82 per cent of

the women on the municipal register belong to the

working class. On the other hand, the measure Is

experimental in character. Most of the new voters

would be women who earn their own living, who

pay rates and taxes. Few married women would be

qualified. As an "installment" the bill, we think,

ought to receive the support of those who favor, as

we have done, the adult suffrage solution; and we

do not see that any sincere supporter of the other

solution need object to the measure.

Tbe Land Question in Denmark.

Although the recent elections (p. 438) for the

lower house of the Danish congress (Bigsdag)

turned immediately upon military questions, the

land question was involved, as we are advised by

Mr. C. M. Koedt (formerly Danish consul at Chi

cago) who obtains his information from the Dan

ish press, radical and otherwise, and from personal

correspondence. The new House consists, he ex

plains, of 57 Liberals, 13 Conservatives, 20 Rad

icals and 24 Socialists. On the military question

the Radicals and the Socialists arc united in oppo

sition, the Liberals and the Conservatives being

pro-military. On the land question—land value

taxation—the Conservatives are opposed, the

Radicals and the Socialists are for it, and the Lib

eral platform at these elections contained a dis

tinct promise in its favor. This promise was ac

centuated by the former prime minister, and leader

of the Liberal party in these elections, in a letter

to Sophus Berthelsen, editor of "Ret" (Justice),

the Henry George organ. No party in the new

Rigsdag has a clear majority, but inasmuch as the

Liberals have 57 out of the 114 members, Mr.

Koedt infers that the Liberals will form the min

istry, the Danish parliamentary system being lika

the British, and that a policy of land value taxa

tion will be undertaken, unless new elections are


