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EDITORIAL

Crossing the Great Divide.

Not to have seen “The Return of Peter Grimm,”

as played by David Warfield and his extraordi

marily good support, is to have missed something.

Yes, it is to have missed a good deal. The play

makes for clearer thought, better affections, and

keener enjoyment of dramatic art. It is unique,

for it succeeds in the task hitherto thought im

possible, of a convincing representation of spirit

life on the stage in the midst of ordinary life, and

as a scientific fact instead of fairy fable or a

spooky “butting in.” Since the play is billed by

Mr. Belasco as his own in authorship, he must

be accorded the possession of spiritual apprehen

sions and dramatic qualities of a kind not hither

to commonly attributed to him. The play ranks

in theme and charm with “The Servant in the

House” and “The Passing of the Third Floor

Back;” while in detail, though fully up to their

level, it is as different from both as is either of

them from the other. As well as for excellent

acting, Mr. Warfield and his company deserve

credit for their courteous but firm refusals to spoil

their dramatic illusions by responding to curtain

calls before the performance ends.

+ +

Seamen of the Great Lakes.

With the opening of transportation on the

Great Lakes, the seamen's strike, now two years

old, revives. The nature of this strike is explained

in the Coast Seamen's Journal, a publication
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which has a deserved reputation for fairness and

which says of the strike that—

it is a fight against the Steel Trust. The Lake

Carriers' Association is dominated by the Pittsburg

Steamship Company. It is the Pittsburg Steamship

Company, the Steel Trust fleet, that dictates the pol

icy of other shipowners in that Association. . . . The

shipowners follow the Trust, partly because they are

forced to, and partly because they hope to be able

to secure much cheaper labor if the Trust can

destroy the unions. The determination of the union

men, on the other hand, is a result of their under

standing that defeat for them means either slavery

or exile. . . . The real issue in this great struggle of

labor against capital, humanity against money, can

be briefly stated. It is this: “Shall the seaman who

sails the Great Lakes be permitted to earn enough

Wages and to work under conditions that will enable

him to support a family?” The Lake Carriers' Asso

ciation says No. The Seamen's Unions say Yes!

To secure fair pay, the seamen of the Great Lakes

organized. Their wages then rose above the star

vation point. " But the organized ship owners

decreed the dissolution of the seamen’s organiza

tion, and on this issue the strike began. Which

side are you on ?

+ 1

The New York Senator.

|Until the new Senator from New York shows

what kind of democracy his Democracy is, demo

cratic Democrats will have to admit that the joke

is on them. His certificate of political character

bears only the hallmark of Tammany. But the

joke comes with ill grace from Republicans whose

representatives voted steadily for the re-election

of Depew. Judge O’Gorman cannot possibly be

a worse Senator than Chauncey Depew, and the

range of chances for his turning out a better one

is almost infinite.

+ +

Coxism.

Boss Cox of Cincinnati must think he has fallen

upon evil times. Grand juries are indicting him,

public officials are prosecuting him, and there is

at least one Cincinnati judge who won't obey him.

His reign in Ohio is at an end. But others will

appear at the old stand to do Cox's work. Not

criminal work, to be sure; this is out of date, and

if it were not they wouldn’t know how. They are

not raw in their methods, as Cox was. They keep

no drinking saloons. They handle no corrupting

“coin.” They are “public spirited” and soft-coo

ing, and they will be supported by “business in

terests”—the same that Cox used to serve. You

may know them by their attitude toward the kind

of measures that would have interested Cox. They

will work in a clean way, and Cox didn't; but

they will work to the same end that he did. Is it

the Initiative and Referendum ? Cox was “for

ninst” it, and so will they be. Is it the Recall?

Same thing. Is it a proposal to pledge delegates

to Constitutional conventions, so that they will

represent the people instead of the Interests? Cox

would have been against it, and so will those “pub

lic spirited reformers” who believe in reforms but

are opposed to adopting them. Let it be any gen

uine electoral reform, or municipal reform, or

tax reform, or other reform that spells danger to

the Interests, and you can spot your man just by

asking him how he stands. If the reform can be

killed by compromise, he will be for compromise

with enthusiasm; otherwise he will wax virtuously

indignant at “new fangled notions.”

+

Herbert S. Bigelow said the last word on the

Boss Cox episode in an address in Cincinnati last

Sunday at the People's Church:

Cincinnati’s turn has come. The people are on the

man-hunt. Their boss is at bay. The conventional

American boss starts in a dive, becomes a banker,

and then goes to the penitentiary. A grand jury has

suggested that the Cincinnati boss, having begun

in a George street dive, and attained to a Fourth

street bank, should now round out his career in the

usual way. But whether or not the boss “who never

broke his word” shall be sent to the penitentiary

for perjury, important consequences are likely to

follow his indictment. His political power is already

a thing of the past. But after routing the organiza

tion of the boss, and perhaps putting him in stripes,

what then? Prevention, after all, is more important

than prosecution. One thing needed is a non-partisan

ballot for the election of city officials. When a

member of the legislature, the man who is now

prosecuting the Cincinnati boss, introduced a bill

providing for this reform, they laughed him to scorn.

A ballot of roosters and eagles is a political totem

pole. The Crosser bill, now pending in the legis

lature, provides for the Initiative and Referendum

in cities. This too would be a long step in the

direction of a cleaner political life. This bill gives

the people the power to enact or reject ordinances

by direct vote at the polls. It enables the people to

exercise their acknowledged sovereignty. This prin

ciple of direct legislation promotes the edu

cation of the people and checks political

corruption. How will the so-called “Cox Sena

tors” vote on this bill? There are three of

them. Their vote may not be without its sig

nificance at this time. For what is the charge against

the Cincinnati boss? The real charge is that this

man makes a business of selling government favors

to franchise-seeking corporations. This Ohio legis

lature can grant no greater favor to these public

service corporations than to defeat the Initiative and

Referendum bill. Those who believe in the guilt of

the boss do not expect men whom he has nominated

to vote otherwise than as the corporation lobby

directs. But the people turn in hope to Governor

Harmon and to the legislative majority that they
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gave him. The Governor and his legislature are

pledged by platform to the support of this great

progressive measure. Its enactment into law will be

a more effective blow to political scoundrelism than

the convention of a penitentiary-full of political

bosses.

And that is the reason it will be defeated if the

cooing lobbyists at Columbus have any luck.

+ +

That Leader of the Oregon Bar. -

Frederick W. Holman is widely advertised by

plutocratic interests just now as leader of the Ore

gon bar. There are two reasons for it. The first

reason is that he is giving out testimony against

the Initiative and Referendum in Oregon; the

second is that he is lawyer for the electric power

company of Portland.

+

The kind of testimony Mr. Holman furnishes

goes to show that he, leader of the bar or not,

must be better lawyer than witness. Indeed, he

couldn't be worse, judging him from the dispatch

es. According to a Portland dispatch of March

25, in the Saratogan of Saratoga Springs, New

York, he testifies that Direct Legislation has got

Oregon into a tangle because certain things would

happen if certain things were done. “Suppose”

this were done, or “suppose” that were done, is

the substance of Mr. Holman's alleged testimony.

But nowhere in the dispatch does it appear that

any of his dreadful suppositions have come to a

head, although Oregon has had Direct Legislation

for almost a decade. Instead of testifying to

Oregon facts, he testifies to corporation fears.

That may be good law, but it is not good evidence.

- + +

Crime Waves.

No better explanation of waves of crime in

cities, and the remedy, has ever been condensed

into smaller space than this in the New York

World by John J. Egan: “The wave is caused by

human wrecks in the struggle for existence. The

idle rich are dangerous, and the idle poor are

desperate. Society must find a way of putting

both to work.”

* *

Governor Johnson of California.

Among the few periodicals of this country that

can be depended upon to go in the right direction,

as the editor honestly sees the right, is The San

Francisco Star. It does not rush into the arms

of good men or good movements merely because

they wear the “good” label, nor away from those

that happen to come within the range of mud

balls. Not whether the label or the mud-marks

are there, but whether they belong there, is The

Star's test. This well earned reputation of a long

and rocky journalistic life is justified again in

The Star's tribute to Governor Johnson, the pro

gressive Republican whose election it opposed in

favor of a progressive Democrat.

+

Governor Johnson having signed the eight hour

labor law for women, The Star quotes his state

ment in which he characterizes the opposition as

“purely economic,” it being asserted that it will

work hardship upon various business enterprises.

Thereupon The Star observes that “over and over

again have business interests demonstrated that

they care less for humanity than for business

interests—this with here or there a notable and

pleasing exception.” The Star then pays its re

spects to Governor Johnson in this wholesome

tribute:

We have at no time entertained a doubt that

Governor Johnson would sign this bill. We knew

the tremendous influences that were brought to bear

upon him to induce him to veto it, but all through

the winter we have been learning more and more of

the manly strength of this Governor of whom all of

us are proud, and we knew he would not “fall down”

when women appealed to him for help. Governor

Johnson, we salute you. We are becoming mightily

interested in your record, and we believe you mean

to “make good” throughout.

+ +

The Only Firm Basis of Law and Order.

“Justice,” wrote Mr. Roosevelt in the Outlook

of February 25, “is based upon law and order;”

which is like saying that honesty and truth are

based upon the statute against frauds and per

juries. He adds: “Without law and order there

can be no justice.” But without justice can there

be law and order? Mr. Roosevelt appears to have

asked himself the question; for farther on he ex

plains that “law and order are good only when

used to bring about” permanent justice. This is

eternally true, but revolutionary to the last de

gree. -

+ +

A Picture Deal.

A pretty caper is this of Lord Lansdowne,

who offers a famous Rembrandt—“The Old Mill”

—to the National Gallery at London for $475,

000. It cost the Lansdowne family $4,000 a hun

dred years ago, says the London Labour Leader,

which adds that Lansdowne, in order to enhance

British gratitude, “goes so far as to say that there

is an American millionaire in the background

who would give him $25,000 more for the price



316 Fourteenth Year.

The Public

less privilege of shipping the masterpiece to the

United States.” When it is remembered that the

nobility claim lawful right to a pampered exist

ence at the cost of the nation because they are

noble, this Lansdowne performance tempts one to

ask if noble isn't as noble does. The untutored

prairie mind might suspect the noble lord of

being a horse trader incognito.

+ k +

APPROACHING A POLITICAL

CLIMAX.

Some metropolitan newspapers do not require

that their editors shall possess even ordinary in

telligence. If they did, several men now engaged

in befogging knowledge by writing editorials

would be earning an honest living at manual

labor. Nowhere is there displayed such crass ig

norance of public sentiment as on the editorial

pages of those New York newspapers which wear

the greatest air of profound wisdom.

The foregoing paragraph is written with the

New York Sun particularly in mind. It applies

with equal force, however, to several other great

journals of the most provincial city on the conti

nent. Published as they are within the zone of

crooked finance, and drawing both inspiration and

sustenance from Big Business, these newspapers

are apparently unaware of the existence of any

voters outside the area of their own city, or

of any public sentiment worth taking into ac

count except that dictated by Wall street.

The best illustration of this utter provincialism

is furnished by the present political attitude of

those newspapers. They are laboring to bring

about a condition whereby the progressives of both

old parties shall be prevented from casting a pro

gressive ballot in the Presidential election next

year. They seem to believe that such a condition

can be created. They assume that the reactionaries

will be able to control the Republican party, and

to bring about President Taft's renomination.

Therefore their energies are being directed to

ward the capture of the Democratic party by the

plunderbund for which they speak.

Their object, of course, is to nominate on the

Democratic ticket a man like Judson Harmon, or

some other candidate as satisfactory as President

Taft to the forces of reaction. They believe, or

seem to believe, that the progressive Democrats

and the progressive Republicans, as in days of

old, can be induced to align themselves on one

side or the other in a sham battle between these

twin candidates of Special Privilege and Wested

Wrong.

Nobody can blame a flabby and swollen bene

ficiary of Privilege for entertaining the notion

that the progressives can be disfranchised by the

simple process of buying the two old party organi

zations. It is characteristic of the intellect which

devotes itself exclusively to making money, that

it believes unquestioningly in the omnipotence of

the dollar, and is consequently unable to under

stand that anybody can be influenced by other

than sordid motives. It is true, moreover, of the

bourbon mind in every age of the world that it

has been totally incapable of sensing public senti

ment. But of trained newspaper men, whose mis

sion in life it is to read and interpret public senti

ment, something better is expected. They are

looked to to produce a higher grade of intelligence

than the fat-necked and dull-witted financier or

tariff beneficiary whose pocket they serve.

In the case of several New York editors of dis

tinction, however, it is painfully evident that they

have sunk to the intellectual level of their em

ployers. Hence they imagine that a double-bar

relled scheme of political reaction can be worked

out in American politics; that both parties can

be brought to serve the Mammon of Unrighteous

ness, and that after the candidates are nominated

predatory wealth may take its ease and view the

result in November with stolid indifference.

•F

Now, if there is one thing in politics more cer

tain than another, it is that the progressives are

not going to be disfranchised. They will most

surely find a way of expressing their opinions at

the ballot box. If that opportunity be denied by

both existing parties, a new party will be born—

a. y certain to receive millions of votes, and

which, while it may not be immediately success

ful, will close one epoch in American politics and

usher in a new one.

The immediate effect of the birth of such a

party would be the disappearance of either the

Republican or the Democratic party along the

gloomy trail to limbo which the Whig party trav

elled over sixty years ago. Our national experi

ence has proven that there is not room enough in

this country for more than two chief political

parties. When the slave interest captured both

the Whig and the Democratic organizations, a new

party was born almost in a day, and the Whig

party vanished into the realm of things forgotten.

History is bound to repeat itself if the reaction

ary leaders of this day force the progressives to

form a new party.

Most of the reactionary press of the country

just now is professing an ostentatious devotion
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to the welfare of the Democratic party. It makes

that pretense because of superficial indications

that the Democratic party is to win the next Presi

dential election, and because its masters wish it to

be on the ground floor. The real owners of these

newspapers believe they can serve their purpose

best by pretending to be Democratic. It would

seem that the Democratic party had been afflicted

sorely enough in the past few years without hav

ing to suffer the visitation of this latest scourge,

but evidently it was not to be.

Of course all the advice which the reactionary

press gives to the Democratic party is bad advice.

It cannot help being bad, because it is prompted

not by a desire to conserve the party welfare, but

by a desire to promote the financial interests of

men who have no party. Followed, such advice

would either wreck the party, or, in the event of

a victory, would make that victory more costly

than a defeat.

*

Take the case of the New York Sun as an ex

ample. Here is a list of some of the things it

has advocated since the Democratic success last

fall, following which it edged itself over into the

Democratic camp: -

1. Election of W. F. Sheehan and “Jim” Smith as

United States Senators from New York and New

Jersey respectively.

2. Denial of Statehood to Arizona, because that

State's Constitution provides for Direct Legislation

and the Recall.

3. Elevation of Fitzgerald and other notorious

Cannon Democrats to places of importance in the

House organization.

4. Defeat of direct primary legislation in New

York, New Jersey, and other States where the Demo

cratic party for the first time in years is in control.

5. Nomination of a “conservative” Democrat for

President in 1912.

These, of course, are mere details of a general

program so reactionary that, if carried out, it

would drive from the party ranks progressive

Democrats by the millions. The program differs

in no moral particular from the course followed

by the standpat Republicans—the following of

which caused the Republican party to be repudi

ated at the polls. It goes without saying that

the man or the newspaper that advocates it knows

nothing of and cares nothing for real democracy.

An attempt to commit the Democratic party to

it is inspired either by treachery, or by a belief

that an extreme reactionary policy will win enough

votes in the East and in the solid South to elect

a President satisfactory to Big Business.

+

It may be the result of deliberate calculation.

Possibly a reactionary Democrat might be elected

in 1912 as a result of the formation of an inde

pendent progressive party. But even that is fig

uring on only one Presidential campaign, and

takes no account of the future. The ultimate re

sult of the formation of a progressive party is

bound to be an alignment of all the voters in two

parties—one reactionary and the other progressive,

—and unless Big Business has gone mad it is not

trying to bring about that result.

It is perfectly clear, however, that reactionary

Democrats will make a desperate attempt to con

trol the Democratic national convention. That

effort will be backed by all the money needful for

a campaign of corruption, intimidation and polit

ical debauchery. It will command the support of

every reactionary Democratic politician in the

United States, as well as the support of every

timid Democratic business man, who, after all,

would serve the Democratic party best by getting

out of it.

These politicians and business men are in the

Democratic party under false pretenses. To

save their lives they could not intelligently dif

ferentiate themselves from standpat Republicans.

They have bolted the Democratic ticket in three

Presidential contests; they have no comprehension

of what Democratic principles are; they simply sail

under a black flag. But they are influential and

powerful in the Democratic organizations of too

many States, and they constitute a black menace

to the success of progressive democracy working

within Democratic party lines.

It is already apparent that, barring some polit

ical cataclysm, reactionaries will control the Re

publican party, and that President Taft will be

renominated. Whatever the progressive leaders

may do—whether they bolt or yield a nominal

allegiance to the party nominee—the progressive

rank and file will not vote for Mr. Taft.

These progressive Republicans can be attracted

to the Democratic ticket if there is virtue enough

left in the Democratic party to attract them.

Much depends, of course, on the developments in

the new Democratic Congress; but even more will

depend upon the action which the Democratic

party takes in its national convention, namely, the

character of its nominees and the declarations of

its platform.

+.

If the schemes now incubating in the financial

centers of the country can be worked out, no effort

will be made by the Democratic party to attract

the independent and progressive vote. The plan

is to nominate a reactionary in each party, and
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firm in the delusion that the voters can be bam

boozled forever, to let the election take care of

itself.

In the light of what has happened in the past

few years to awaken public sentiment and to en

lighten public intelligence, is it possible that such

a scheme can succeed—even at the next election?

D. R. L.

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE

THE NEW PITTSBURGH.

Two years ago John Z. White came to Pittsburgh,

under the auspices of “The Henry George Lecture

Association”, and delivered a series of lectures on

Direct Legislation. Perhaps not more than two

dozen—and they were single taxers—were interested

in hearing those lectures; but they worked hard to

induce influential men to hear Mr. White, and now

note one of the results. Last Tuesday a special

train took 240 citizens, representing every civic body

in the city, every board of trade, the church, and

organized labor, to Harrisburg for the purpose of

demanding from the legislature direct legislation as

part of the new “Pittsburgh plan” of city govern

ment.*

Briefly, the “Pittsburgh plan” provides for a council

of only 9 and elected at large, instead of 67, as at

present, elected from wards; the Initiative, the Ref

erendum and the Recall; a non-partisan ballot, and

nominations by petition. This plan has been dis

cussed for over a year. It has the indorsement of

every one of the seventeen civic organizations in the

city. It is approved by the Pittsburgh Chamber of

Commerce without a dissenting vote. In advocacy

of it 203 meetings, aggregating 20,000 people, have

been addressed; and 35,000 Pittsburghers have sent

communications to the legislators at Harrisburg pe

titioning for it. The hearing at Harrisburg was be

fore the Senate committee of municipal affairs and

the House committee of municipal corporations.

A Pennsylvania Railroad official remarked to a

member of the delegation: “This is the largest and

most representative body that our road has ever

carried from Pittsburgh to Harrisburg.” A delegation

of 120 came from Scranton and joined the Pittsburgh

ers on their arrival. Headed by a brass band, both

delegations, bearing numerous banners, moved on

the Capitol.

For four hours the legislators listened to a ver

itable fusillade of oratory in behalf of direct legis

lation for cities of the second class. G. W. Wallace

of Pittsburgh, the first speaker, asking for the

Initiative, Referendum and Recall, said: “Certain

men in Pennsylvania, who are either ignorant them

selves or rely upon the ignorance of the public, are

condemning these measures on the ground that they

are novel, revolutionary, untried and a product of the

States which produce alfalfa and long whiskers.

Nothing could be farther from the truth. While the

particular forms are adapted to modern conditions,

the principle involved, namely, the direct vote of the

people on questions of importance, is as old as

Anglo-Saxon institutions. . . This great inherit

ance of our fathers we have to some extent lost in

this country, and we have suffered for it. We are

Suffering for it now. In advocating it we are not ad

vocating anything new or untried. Surely if the

people of the city of Pittsburgh have brains and char

acter enough to elect their public officials, they

ought to have brains and character enough to deter

mine when those public officials have betrayed their

trust and should be retired from public service.”

Every speaker, both from Pittsburgh and Scranton,

talked in terms that could not be misunderstood.

For example: “When you were candidates for office

you promised to serve us, now we give you the oppor

tunity”; “If you don't serve us now, others will hear

us in the next legislature”; “This time we present

a request, next time it will be a demand”; “You are

our servants, why do you refuse to give us what

we want?” “If we err in our request, we, not you,

will shoulder the responsibility.” Such words, com

ing from ex-Mayor Guthrie, from the President of

the Chamber of Commerce (once termed “the white

vested millionaires of Pittsburgh”), from the Presi

dent of the Amalgamated Association of Labor, from

Bishop Whitehead and from Rabbi Levi, made it

clear that they were spokesmen for an aroused peo

ple determined to rule their own city.

When John Z. White is again in Pittsburgh he will

marvel at the changed attitude of its people toward

the principles he advocated here two years ago. In

stead of a few dozen advocates he will find a populace

explaining, discussing and demanding direct legisla

tion. They no longer call it the “doctrine from the

West”; it has become a part of them. And this in

the East, in Pennsylvania, in wealthy, boss-ridden,

machine-ruled Pittsburgh.

BERNARI) B. McGINNIS.

INCIDENTAL SUGGESTIONS

LETTERS FROM CHINA—III.

Peking, Jan. 25, 1911.

The Tzucheng Yuan.

I went a little while ago, before its adjournment,

to see the National Assembly* in session. It is, as

I have said, not the full parliament, but only the up

per house of the future parliament.

In the deliberation I understood one word—rather

two words, taking them together. I knew before

hand what subjects were to be discussed, but this

did not help me much. One of the Imperial Princes

presided. The Minister of Education spoke. The

most striking objects in the hall were the ink-wells—

quite large blue boxes (4 or 5 inches long)—one on

each member’s desk. They give a general indigo ef

fect to the whole scene. But the costumes of the

members were almost equally striking; they were

dressed, some of them, in brilliant silks that would

do very well for ladies on parade at a great social

function. My small nephews will be able to tell

their children fifty years from now that their uncle

was present at a scene as impressive in the history

*See The Public. vol. xiii, p. 794. *See last week's Public, page 295.
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of Constitutional Government as the signing of Mag

na Charta.

The Imperial Government.

One of the things that strikes me as interesting

here is the attitude of the central government, in

theory the Emperor, now an infant of five years, rep

resented by one of the Princes as Regent. Yet it is

said that the H. I. H.-Her Imperial Highness the

Empress Dowager—gives verbal instructions to the

Regent. I am quoting from the report of the Peking

Daily News (English Edition), which I read reli

giously and minutely every day.

Every manner of detail is covered by the Imperial

edicts. Let me give you a sample set, those an

nounced on Jan. 2, being the 2d day, 12th Moon, 2d

Year, Hsuant’ung (the Emperor), since the Chinese

years are named from the reigning Emperor. They

cover: 1, Appointments of the “Mongol Deputy Lieu

tenant General of the Bordered Blue Banner” and

other officers; 2, Instructions that the Emperor shall

not perform ceremonies on New Year's Day, nor

need Ladies and Princesses residing outside the Pal

ace enter it to perform ceremonies; 3, Announce

ment that We (the Emperor) will not appear in the

Palace to receive congratulations. Memorials were

presented by various officers on the same day Sug

gesting the abolition of certain offices in the prov

ince of Tunyan; reporting on measures for relief of

flood sufferers in the Hsuchou prefecture, and that

the name of a certain relief association had been

changed; that students who have completed their

course of study in the Hupeh School of Languages

be rewarded; that 88,486 patients have received treat

ment in Peking hospitals during the last year; re

questing that a certain officer be prosecuted for re

ceiving booty from robbers; asking for a Provincial

Governor permission to borrow from a bank in order

to make remittance to the government; asking that

certain able and efficient officials be presented for

Imperial audience and granted responsible positions.

The edicts of the Emperor are quaint and full of

hints as to the spirit of government. Take, for in

stance, the following, as reported in translation:

A short while ago when the three month session of

the Tzucheng Yuan expired, We ordered an extension of

ten days to enable it to complete the discussion of

affairs. As the extension of time has now expired, We

command that the meeting be closed today. The open

ing of the Tzucheng Yuan is only a tentative measure

with a view to gradual improvement. You members

and other officers of the Assembly should stimulate your

selves in loyally carrying out your duties, increase your

knowledge, attain farsightedness in regard to the state

of affairs and study tacitly the public sentiment. It is

the knowledge and experience acquired in former days

that enable one to combine theory with practice in their

proposals. We hereby admonish you members to en

courage yourselves on this point.

Side by side with this paternal centralization, as

we should view it, there is in other matters a large

independence of the provinces in many respects. The

Viceroys and Governors carry on the affairs of their

provinces and districts in their own fashion. Thus

a recent memorial suggests that the administration

of provincial telegraphs be placed under the control

of the Ministry.

An interesting side light on governmental methods

is found in a memorial of one of the Censors, sug

gesting that the line between judicial and adminis

trative officers should be defined. Evidently here,

as among the Romans, and in all save the modern

civilized nations, the judicial office is but an append

age of the administrator.

The Opium Question.

The opium question is one much discussed here,

that is the question of its prohibition, ordered by an

edict of Sept. 20, 1906.” This in substance provided

that (1) New ground should not be planted to pop

pies and the old should be diminished by 10 per cent

each year; (2) that users must register and obtain

licenses. If under 60 they must reduce their use by

20 per cent each year till it is totally abandoned.

After 5 years if still using the drug they must wear

a badge as users. (3) All civil officials and Officers

of army and navy must abandon use at once, all

students and teachers within one year. Dealers must

take out licenses, must decrease 20 per cent per year

and be out of business in five years. Violations of

law to be punished by imprisonment and confiscation

of goods. Finally, dispensaries to cure the habit are

to be established by the government.

Meantime there has been an agreement with Eng

land by which importation is likewise to be dimin

ished and finally cease. Reports in the papers and

to the Assembly show that in most places the law

is being well enforced and the growth and use of

opium steadily diminish. There have been edicts

removing certain officials who are reported as not

having been able to cure themselves of the opium

habit.

Advance of Chinese Women.

I must mention the presence of women, even

of the higher classes, at a meeting of the Anti

Opium League—at which, a still more surprising

fact, they even made speeches. In many other re

spects also the change in the status of women is be

coming noticeable. I note that a normal school for

females has been established in Hunan and a school

for women detectives—who are to be forty years of

age or over—in Hupeh. At the reception recently

given at the American Legation there were present

a number of Chinese ladies and even a Princess or

two. The papers contain cards announcing that cer

tain Chinese ladies will be at home on days stated,

quite an European fashion. And the anti-foot bind

ing societies are supported by many influential peo

ple. All of which are but instances out of innumer

able ones which show that the progressive move

ment in China has reached women as well as men.

*See The Public, vol. ix, pp. 537, 610; vol. x, p. 1020:

vol. xii, p. 15; and this Public, p. 323.

+ + +

we are spending at the present $3,500,000 per day,
$1,000,095,000 per year, to maintain prison institu

tions, and that in a democratic country, a sum
almost as large as the combined output of Wheat, val

ued at $750,000,000 and the output of coal, valued at

$350,000,000. Professor Bushnell of Washington, D.

C., estimates the cost of prisons at $6,000,000,000 an

nually, and Dr. G. Frank Lydston, an eminent Amº.

ican writer on crime, gives $5,000,000,000 annu”
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as a reasonable figure. Such unheard of expendi

ture for the purpose of maintaining vast armies of

human beings caged up like wild beasts!—W. C.

Owen, in “Crime and Criminals.”

News NARRATIVE

The figures in brackets at the ends of paragraphs

refer to volumes and pages of The Public for earlier

information on the same subject.

Week ending Tuesday, April 4, 1911.

Special Session of Congress.

For the first time in nearly twenty years, the

Democrats are in control of the lower house of

Congress, which assembled in special session on

the 4th upon call of President Taft. The Speaker

and the ways and means committee had already

been chosen at party conference, and upon author

ity of the conference had planned the other com

mittees; so that when the Democratic caucus as

sembled on the 1st, nothing remained to do but

to organize it formally and confirm the appoint

ments. [See vol. xiv, p. 226.]

+

Albert S. Burleson of Texas, with twelve years'

experience in the House, was elected permanent

chairman of the Democratic caucus; and among

the selections for committees of the House were

the following members:

Henry George, Jr., of New York, for the committee

on public lands, the committee on expenditures in

the Interior Department, and the committee on

affairs of the District of Columbia.

David J. Lewis, of Maryland, for the committee on

military affairs and the committee on labor.

Frank J. Buchanan, of Illinois, for the committee

on naval affairs and the committee on labor.

William Sulzer, of New York, for chairman of the

committee on foreign affairs.

Martin D. Foster, of Illinois, for chairman of the

committee on mines and mining.

James M. Graham, of Illinois, for chairman of the

committee on expenditures in the Interior Depart

ment and as a member of the committee on public

lands and of the judiciary committee.

Adolph J. Sabath, of Illinois, for the committee on

immigration and naturalization, the committee on

interstate and foreign commerce and the committee

on liquor traffic.

John A. Martin, of Colorado, for the committee on

interstate and foreign commerce, the committee on

Territories, and the committee on War Department

expenditures.

Committees are to be appointed by the House and

not by the Speaker as heretofore. [See vol. xiii,

pp. 274, 289.] +

A Democratic program adopted on the 1st by

the caucus is reported to comprise action on Cana

dian reciprocity, general tariff revision, election of

Senators by direct vote of the people, admission of

New Mexico and Arizona to Statehood, publica

tion of campaign expenses in advance of election,

re-apportionment, and District of Columbia af

fairs; also resolutions for investigation of different

departments of the government.

+

At the Republican caucus held on the 3rd,

Frank D. Currier of New Hampshire was re-elected

chairman, Nathan E. Kendall of Iowa (a pro

gressive) was elected secretary, and on motion of

ex-Speaker Cannon, James R. Mann of Illinois

was unanimously nominated as the Republican

candidate for Speaker, which makes him minority

leader in the House. James W. Good of Iowa (a

progressive) moved the appointment by the caucus

of a committee of seven to select Republican com

mittee members for appointment by the Speaker

as minority members; but the motion was defeat

ed, and the old Republican rule prevails, under

which the Speaker (in this Congress the minority

leader) makes committee selections. Some pro

gressives were at the caucus, such Republicans as

Good, Madison, Hays, Kendall, Wolstead, Kinkaid

and Mitchell; but many were absent, such as Len

root, Hubbard, Cooper, Nelson, Haugen, Kent and

Murdock. At a progressive Republican caucus

held on the 3rd in advance of the regular caucus,

42 Representatives were present in person or by

proxy, over 30 of them being there in person. A

Senatorial caucus of progressive Republicans held

at about the same time was attended by Senators

La Follette, Clapp, Borah, Bourne, Brown, Dixon,

Cummins, Bristow, Crawford, Gronna, Poindex

ter and Works.

*

Upon the assembling of Congress at noon on

the 4th Champ Clark (Democrat) was elected

Speaker by 217 votes, against 131 for James R.

Mann (Republican), 16 for Henry A. Cooper

(progressive Republican), and 1 for George W.

Norris (progressive Republican). Victor Berger

(Socialist) refused to vote. Speaker Clark, in

taking the chair, outlined the Democratic pro

gram as agreed upon in caucus and stated above.

* +

Dean Worcester and the Anti-Imperialist League.

In connection with the Congressional investiga

tion of American maladministration in the Philip

pines, which has been vigorously carried on by

Congressman John A. Martin of Colorado, an

open letter from Dean C. Worcester, U. S. Philip

pine Commissioner, to the Anti-Imperialist

League, was recently published in pamphlet form,

in which Mr. Worcester made charges against Ery

ing Winslow of Boston, secretary of the League,

and Jackson H. Ralston of Washington, its coun
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sel, for publishing “false” allegations. The execu

tive committee of the League has taken the matter

into consideration, and voted that Mr. Winslow—

was fully justified in making public certain evidence

obtained by the Hon. John A. Martin and used by

him in the House of Representatives to expose the

abuses in the administration of the land laws by the

Philippine Commissioners, and also in making public

a brief prepared upon the hearing before the Con

gressional committee on insular affairs by the Hon.

J. H. Ralston, counsel for the League, which had

been ordered to be printed by the committee of the

League.

A sub-committee of three of the executive com

mittee of the League was appointed at the same

meeting to examine Mr. Worcester's pamphlet, to

investigate the circumstances connected with its

publication, and to make report thereon. This

committee consists of the president of the League,

Moorfield Storey, the chairman of the executive

committee, Albert S. Parsons, and the treasurer

of the League, David Greene Haskins. [See vol.

xiv, p. 251.]

+ +

The Chicago Election.

Carter H. Harrison was elected Mayor of Chi

cago on the 4th by 177,923, to 160,791 for Chas.

E. Merriam, a plurality of 17,132. The vote

reported for W. E. Rodriguez, the Socialist candi

date, was 24,759; that for Wm. A. Brubaker, the

Prohibitionist, was 2,333. [See vol. xiv, pp. 290,

291, 299.] The total vote was 366,903, the largest

ever cast in Chicago.

+ +

A Socialist Mayor for Berkeley.

At the municipal election in Berkeley, Cali

fornia, on the 1st, under the commission form of

government with a second elections feature, J.

Stitt Wilson was elected Mayor at the second elec

tion by 2,750 to 2,466. His adversary was Beverly

L. Hodghead, the incumbent. Mr. Wilson is a

Socialist-party socialist. [See vol. xii, p. 470.

+

When the first election had left all candidates

for Mayor without a majority, and Mr. Hodghead

and Mr. Wilson as the two highest, the contest at

the second election was narrowed by the terms of

the charter to these two men. The issues between

them were outlined by their respective partisans

through the San Francisco Star of the 25th, and

from those outlines we extract the following as

of general interest:

In behalf of Mr. Hodghead: The campaign is

unique in its chief essence. The opponents of Mayor

Hodghead are of two classes: those who are mem

bers of the Socialist party, numbering about 700 in

Berkeley, and those who have taken exception to

various of his acts. It is to be noted that the adverse

movement is led by the Socialists and that the

second party is turning to the Socialists merely to

defeat Hodghead and not with any hope of securing

redress of what they consider their grievances, be

cause such redress is not a part of the Socialist pro

gram. In the furtherance of their propaganda, which

was the chief reason of their entering the Berkeley

campaign and not the expectation of electing their

candidates, the Socialists have made several interest

ing criticisms of the administration of Mayor Hodg

head and his associates in the Council. . . . Next

to municipal ownership, their chief cry has been for

an increased tax on unimproved property, known

usually as the tax on the “unearned increment,” or

single tax. . . . In opposition to such specious prom

ises, Mayor Hodghead's accomplishments speak for

themselves. These accomplishments are offered

against Socialist promises.

In behalf of Mr. Wilson: Wilson's platform is

above criticism. Condensed, it calls for: (1) Municipal

ownership of public utilities “as soon as the legal ma

chinery for the change can be put in motion.” (2) One

dollar water rate. (3) Municipal electric lighting

plant. (4) Municipal incinerator. (5) Municipal gas,

telephones, etc. As all this will take time, it is

proposed to immediately exercise the “provisions of

the Charter to regulate the charges of public-service

corporations.” (6) Commutation rates on street car

lines before 8 a. m. and between 5 and 7 p. m. Half

rates for school children. (7) Public utilities de

partment. (8) Kindergartens and night schools. (9)

Commission to devise plans for “City Beautiful.”

Finally the platform emphatically favors “that most

scientific and most just source of city revenue, viz.:

the unearned increment of land values in its two

forms of (1) site values, and (2) franchise values,”

and advocates a charter amendment “providing for

the levying of an additional tax on all unimproved

land.”

The new Mayor, J. Stitt Wilson, made a phenome

nal Socialist party campaign last fall for Governor

of California. He was formerly an Evanston

(Ill.) clergyman, and is of international reputa

tion as a Socialist leader.

-

+ +

Other Socialist Victories.

Socialist victories are reported also from other

municipal elections. In Butte, Montana, at the

election of the 3rd, the Rev. Lewis J. Duncan,* a

Unitarian minister and Socialist, was elected

Mayor, along with 5 Socialists as aldermen (there

are 9 aldermen in all), the police judge and the

city treasurer. Mr. Duncan was elected over the

Democratic candidate by a plurality of 1,834, the

biggest in the history of the city, and he carried

every ward but one. In Helena, Montana, 1

Socialist alderman was elected, and in Walkerville,

2; while in Flint, Michigan, the Socialist candi

date for mayor, John A. C. Menton, was elected

over the Republican candidate by 500 plurality.

*An interesting letter from Mr. Duncan was printed

in the department of Incidental Suggestions of The Pub

lic of May 7, 1909, vol. xii, p. 441.
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Tom L. Johnson.

Reports from Tom L. Johnson's sick room indi

cate reviving strength. William J. Bryan called

upon him on the 1st on his way through Cleve

land and is thus quoted by the Plain Dealer:

“No man during the past generation has done

more effective work for the people than Tom John

son, and certainly no one has been called upon to

pay a heavier price for that labor than he. His

battle has cost him his health and will cost him his

life; but the work to which he has given his life

and to which his labors have drawn so much at

tention will be carried on by others. He has not

labored in vain. It is a pleasure to me to pay

him the tribute he so richly deserves.” [See vol.

xiv, p. 289.]

+ +

Progressive Legislation in Ohio.

By a vote of 89 to 13, the lower house of the

Ohio legislature on the 30th passed a bill for the

Oregon plan of electing United States Senators.

This bill, which had been introduced in the House

by Representative Wyman of Shelby, is practically

identical with a pending Senate bill introduced

by Senator Stockwell of Cuyahoga. The adverse

votes were by 10 Republicans and 3 Democrats.

|See vol. xiv, p. 133.]

*

Direct legislation for Ohio municipalities is

also pending in the Senate, a measure for that

purpose introduced in the House by Representa

tive Crosser of Cuyahoga having been adopted

there and sent to the Senate by a vote of 77 to 15.

|See vol. xiv, pp. 255, 266.]

-

* †

“Boss" Cox of Ohio.

Several indictments for high crime have been

found in Cincinnati against George B. Cox, for

many years a noted Republican party manager.

The first indictment was withdrawn for technical

defects. On the second a stay of proceedings was

issued by the Circuit Court (an intermediate ap

pellate body) to prevent a trial before Judge

Frank M. Gorman until the Circuit Court do

cides a mandamus proceeding requiring Judge

Charles J. Hunt to rule upon the question of

whether an affidavit of bias against Judge Gor

man removes the case from Judge Gorman's court.

On the 31st, a third indictment, for perjury, was

returned by the grand jury, and a change of venue

to another county applied for by the prosecutors.

In their application they charged that it would be

impossible for the State to get a fair trial of Cox

in the Cincinnati county (Hamilton) because of

his enormous political and business influence and

prestige. Among other allegations was one that

the judges, court attaches and officials in charge

of the jury machinery were all indebted to Cox

for political preferment. An exception was spe

cifically made in the case of Judge Frank Gorman

who is the only Democrat on the bench of Com

mon Pleas. Judge Hunt was reported on the 3rd

to have denied the application. [See vol. x, p.

634; vol. xii, p. 412; vol. xiv, p. 28.]

+ +

The Mexican Revolution.

Two days of fighting near Ures and San Rafael

in the State of Sonora early last week comprised

the bloodiest and most important battle of the

present war. The first reports gave the victory to

the Federal troops. This was later denied by the

revolutionists, who appear, however, to have been

obliged to withdraw for lack of ammunition. Early

exaggerated accounts of slaughter were succeeded

by the statement that not more than a hundred

were killed on both sides. Fighting on the 31st

has also been reported from the State of Chihua

hua. [See vol. xiv, p. 297.]

+

In his semi-annual message at the opening of

the Mexican Congress on the 1st, President Diaz

for the first time advocated national reforms,

among them the principle of no re-election of the

President and incumbents of other elective offices,

and the reform of the electoral laws so that the

privilege of the ballot may be enjoyed by those

citizens “who are considered capable of voting.”

Of the land question the President's message said:

In view of the not fully satisfactory results of the

measures hitherto taken to bring about the division

of large rural estates on terms that would be fair to

all concerned, so as to render those estates available

for tillage, the Executive is determined to find means

for carrying out this important project in the most

efficient manner possible.

* +

A News Error.

In last week’s issue of The Public, Premier

Whitney, who opposed votes for women in the

Ontario parliament, was mistakenly described as

a Liberal. Mr. Whitney is Conservative. The

Liberal leader in the Ontario parliament is A. G.

MacKay, and Mr. MacKay strongly supported

the principle of the votes for women bill. [See

vol. xiv, p. 300.] -

+ +

The British Lords' Veto. -

In the House of Commons on the 3rd, the Lords'

veto bill was taken up in committee of the whole.

[See vol. xiv, pp. 277, 301.]

+

In reply to an address of the Lords, King

George sent them a message on the 3rd in which

he said:

Relying upon the wisdom of my Parliament, I
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desire that my prerogatives and powers, in so far as

they relate to the creation of peerages and to the

issue of writs of summons to the Lords spiritual

and temporal, to attend, to sit, and to vote in the

House of Lords, should not stand in the way of the

consideration by Parliament of any measure that

may be introduced at the present session on the sub.

ject of the constitution of the House of Lords.

This implies the King's acquiescence in the Liber

al plans to abolish the Lords' veto.

* †

The Ferrer Debate in the Spanish Parliament.

The debate in the Cortes over the trial and

execution of Francisco Ferrer, the beginning of

which was reported last week, was primarily a
fight between the Republicans on the one hand,

and the Conservatives who were in office at the

time of the execution of Ferrer, on the other. The

Liberal ministry of Mr. Canalejas endeavored to

preserve the position of onlookers, but were finally

fºrced to intervene in order to defend the prin

ciples of the government procedure in the court

martial. Their half-hearted defense, however,

ºnly provoked the resentment of the military au

thorities who were under fire, and a demand came

for a military cabinet. The ministry therefore

resigned on the 1st, but there was too small sup

Port for a different regime available, even the

Cºnservatives preferring a Canalejas ministry to a

military government. King Alphonso therefore

rºlested Mr. Canalejas to form another ministry,

which was accomplished by the 3rd. [See vol. xiv,

p. 301.]

+ +

International Opium Conference.

An International Conference for the Suppres

Sion of the Opium Evil has been called to meet at

the Hague on July 1 of this year. The present

status of China's long and heroic fight for the

abolition of the opium trade and the suppression

ºf the use of opium among her people, is thus re

lated in a bulletin issued under date of March 16,

º the International Reform Bureau at Washing
On :

The International Reform Bureau received yester.

day from its Oriental Secretary, Rev. E. W. Thwing,

Tientsin, a cablegram to this effect: “Great anti

opium convention in Peking consisting of appointed

delegates, to urge rejection of opium agreement de.

manded by British Government, which would allow

sale of British opium for seven years more, and to

insist on carrying out prohibition within one year as

voted by Chinese Parliament.” To-day another cable

Fram tells that one hundred thousand Chinese names

have come in on a second petition to the British

King for release from British opium treaties, and

for permission to prohibit.

In recent letters Mr. Thwing has said that China

is near to success or failure in the anti-opium cru

*ade. In 1906, following a sympathetic resolution of
º

the British Parliament requesting the government

to bring the Indo-Chinese opium trade to “a speedy

close,” the Chinese Government ordered the closing

of opium dens in six months, and the gradual sup

pression of all poppy raising and use of the drug in

ten years, during which period also the British Gov

ernment agreed to decrease the export of opium to

China to the same degree, if during three years' trial

China reduced not less than one-tenth a year. In

stead of reducing three-tenths, China has reduced its

own poppy cultivation and opium trade seven-tenths

in three years, and has shown such enthusiasm in

the reform, in spite of the unrestricted sale of Brit

ish opium in China all the while, that the new Chi

nese Parliament has recently voted opium prohibi

tion to take effect in one year, subject to Imperial

approval.

The Chinese Government has recently asked the

British Government to release it from the ten years'

agreement of 1907, and also from the fifty-year-old

opium treaties secured by three opium wars which

Gladstone called “the wickedest wars in history”;

but the British Government has persistently refused

China's request, though it has been supported strong

ly by the British people in numerous petitions, and

though India has received as much revenue in three

years as was expected in ten, on account of the great

increase in the price of India opium in China be

cause of the suppression of the native product.

An appeal of Chinese students to the people of

Great Britain, sent out from Tientsin, China, runs

as follows:

We, Chinese students now living in this country,

feel that the time has come to make an earnest ap

peal to the humane people of Great Britain to as

sist our countrymen in doing away with the opium

vice. Since the proclamation of the Edict by our

Emperor, our government, our people and ourselves

have done everything possible to stop opium-grow

ing within the vast borders of our Empire, regardless

of expense to ourselves. But so long as foreign

opium is allowed to come in, we feel that we can

never be successful, because the weaker members

of our people will always be tempted to try the drug.

We are told that your great country and our gov

ernment have made a treaty to stop the traffic in ten

years, and that three years have gone. Seven years

appear to us to be such a long time to wait, and we

want you, humane people of Great Britain, to hasten

the day when we may see opium no more in our

midst. Will it be too much to ask you to help us a

little more? Will it not be possible for you to urge

your government to cease sending the poison to us

when we have proved to your satisfaction that we

grow no more opium in our Empire? We cannot be

lieve that Great Britain, which has been known for

years to be the champion of liberty and fair play,

will refuse to listen to us. For we love our people

as much as you love yours, and we want to see them

healthy in mind as well as strong in body, neither of

which will be possible if they take opium. Our peo- .

ple are miserably poor at present, and millions of

them can scarcely afford to buy food to support

themselves. For the sake of humanity, we appeal to

you to cease sending us any more of this horrible

drug to our people. And may Heaven protect you!
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NEWS NOTES

—Mrs. Ella Wilson was elected Mayor of Hunne

well, Kansas, on the 4th.

—Senator James's woman suffrage bill passed the

upper house of the Wisconsin legislature on the 31st

by a vote of 16 to 4.

—A good-by dinner was given Joseph Fels by the

old Twilight Club of New York city on the 3rd, upon

the eve of his departure for London. Mr. Fels spoke

to the question, “What should a millionaire do with

his wealth?”

—The lower house of the Austrian parliament was

dissolved on the 30th, and a new election ordered.

The crisis was brought about, the dispatches state,

by Czech obstruction to the passage of the expense

estimates. [See vol. xii, p. 1095.]

—Mrs. Ellen H. Richards, Professor of Sanitary

Chemistry at the Massachusetts Institute of Tech

nology since 1884, and President of the American

Home Economic Association, has died at her home

at Jamaica Plain, Mass., aged sixty-eight.

–An international medical conference to investi

gate the plague raging in North China, was opened

at Mukden, Manchuria, on the 3d, under the presi

dency of Dr. Wu Lien-teh, director of the Army Medi

cal College at Tientsin. [See vol. xiv, p. 274.]

—Professor Frederick Starr, of the University of

Chicago, who has just returned from one of his

numerous explorations of Mexico for anthropological

purposes, will lecture on the Mexican revolution at

the Stewart Avenue People's Church (Rev. R. A.

White's) on the 9th at 7 p. m.

—The bank guaranty law in Nebraska became ef

fective on the 30th in consequence of the reversal by

the Supreme Court of the United States of a decision

of two years ago by the Federal judges, Munger

and Vandervanter, who held the law to be uncon

stitutional. [See vol. xiv, p. 34.]

—Commander Robert E. Peary, discoverer of the

North Pole, was commissioned on the 29th as a “civil

engineer in the navy, with the rank of Rear Admiral

on the retired list.” The commission was retroac

tive, dating from April 6, 1909, the memorable day

when Commander Peary reached the immediate vicin

ity of the Pole. [See vol. xiii, p. 445.]

—A decision of the Supreme Court of the United

States on the 3d seems to hold that any association

of a carrying company with a producing customer

(for example, railroad with coal mine), which is a

mere device for creating a consolidation of inter

ests, is unlawful within the commodities clause of

the Hepburn law. [See vol. xii, p. 445.]

—A new judicial court—the City Court of Domes

tic Relations—was opened in Chicago on the 3d, with

Judge Charles N. Goodnow as presiding official. This

new court has been called the “adults' juvenile

court,” since its special function is to be the adjust

ment of jarring domestic conditions for the sake of

the children, who are usually the chief sufferers.

—The Henry George Lecture Association reports

the following April dates for John Z. White: 6th,

St. Joseph, Mich.; 7th, Big Rapids, Mich.; 9th, Grand

Rapids, Mich.; 10th, South Bend, Ind.; 12th, 13th,

14th and 15th, Memphis, Tenn., and 16th to 22d, New

Orleans, La. For Charles Frederick Adams the as

sociation reports the following April dates: 9th to

12th, Westmount, Quebec; 14th to 20th, Toronto,

Ontario; 24th to 30th, Winnipeg, Man.

—A single tax club has been organized in San

Francisco with James G. Maguire as president and

H. Gutstadt as secretary. It meets on third Tues

days at Charity Hall, B'nai B'rith Building, 149 Eddy

street, and the secretary's address is 1887 Ellis

street. The first organization in the world for what

are now known as single tax purposes, was formed

in San Francisco, with Henry George as a member

and the same James G. Maguire as president.

—A survey of the work of the National Association

for the Advancement of Colored People was given

at the annual conference of the Association in Bos

ton on the 30th by Oswald Garrison Villard, a grand

son of William Lloyd Garrison, and an editor of the

New York Evening Post, who is chairman of the

executive committee of the Association. “There can

be no doubt that a wave of color hysteria is sweep

ing over the country,” said Mr. Villard; “the road

of the aspiring colored man or woman becomes

more and more difficult. The Association's past

year, however, has been one of steady progress.”

[See vol. xiv, p. 255.]

—The Chicago Fellowship will be formally

organized on Sunday, April 9. Its primary object

is support of the Sunday lectureship filled by Benja

min Fay Mills at the Whitney Opera House; but the

society has a program touching modern life at many

points, and some of the most progressive citizens are

reported to be identifying themselves with its work

for the promotion of individual and social righteous

ness. At 6 o'clock on Friday evening, April 7,

there will be an inaugural dinner at the Auditorium

Hotel, with addresses by Samuel Alschuler and the

Rev. S. G. Dunham. On Sunday, April 9, at 11

a. m., Mr. Mills will deliver his inaugural address at

the Whitney Opera House; and at 3 p. m. addresses

of congratulation will be given by Miss Jane Addams,

the Rev. R. A. White, D. D., the Rev. Fred V. Haw

ley, and Mr. H. Percy Ward. All seats are free at

both meetings. [See vol. xiv, p. 85.]

—By the election of James A. O'Gorman as Sena

tor from New York on the 31st, by 112 to 80 votes,

the Senatorial deadlock in the legislature was bro

ken. Senator O'Gorman declared himself in accord

with the platform of the last Democratic national

and State conventions; for an immediate downward

revision of the tariff; against all special privileges

and private monopolies, the new nationalism, and the

centralizing tendencies of the Republican party;

and in favor of a Constitutional amendment provid

ing for “an income tax free from the mischievous

interference with the governmental instrumentali

ties of the several States,” and of the proposed reci

procity treaty with Canada, the parcels post, the

fortifying of the Panama Canal, and election of

United States Senators by the people. Formerly a

“sachem” of Tammany Hall, his election is regarded

as a Tammany victory. [See vol. xiv, pp. 81, 195,

206.] -
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PRESS OPINIONS

Tom L. Johnson's Friends.

The Commoner (W. J. Bryan), March 31.-It should

afford ex-Mayor Tom L. Johnson some comfort to

know that a host of friends are his companions in

thought and sympathy as he struggles with the seri

ous disease that confines him to his home. They

read the papers each morning for words of encour.

agement and pray that his life may be spared many

years to continue the noble work which has given

him so conspicuous a place among his fellows.

+ +

First Wards and First Wards.

The Chicago Tribune (Rep.), March 30.-“We are

free to admit that we'd like to nake St. Louis

county as law abiding a district as the First ward.”

-St. Louis Republic. From which, dear children,

we learn that there is a difference in First wards.

+ +

Plutocracy's Gardens of Disease.

San Francisco Star (dem. Dem.), March 18.

“Clothing and goods sold across mahogany counters

in Fifth avenue stores may come from any of the

twelve thousand licensed tenements in the disease

infected slums,” says Harper's Weekly; and follow

ing this text is description of the places that should

appal Fifth avenue and all the avenues it stands for.

So we see Society in its most exclusive quarters is

never absolutely safe. Some poor diseased products

of existing conditions may poison the air with their

infected breath when and where you least expect it.

There is but one way to safety—abolish “the slums.”

•F --

Attitude of Foreign Countries Towards Chinese Con

stitutionalism. -

Peking Daily News, February 10.-The Kung-lun

Daily News discusses editorially the attitude of for

eign countries towards our constitutional move

ment. England being the pioneer of constitutional

monarchy, we have therefore much to learn from her.

Her attitude will probably be that of a teacher to

his pupil. America having no territorial aggrandize

ment in the Far East, will, no doubt, regard any re

form in China with a friendly spirit. Though Rus

sia, France and Germany have a constitutional form

of government, they are open to the constant attack

of socialists. Their attitude towards democracy in

China will therefore be partly in sympathy with the

Central Government on the one hand, and partly with

the Chinese people on the other. As to Japan, how

ever, her ulterior object in the Asiatic continent is

a matter of common knowledge; and any improve

ment in the political, social and economic conditions

of China will not be beneficial to her ambition. It is

no wonder then, not only that we receive no

sympathy from that quarter in our struggle for re

form, but that we are the object of sarcasm, adverse

criticism, abuses, malicious misrepresentations by

the Japanese official circles and the Press.

RELATED THINGS

CONTRIBUTIONS AND REPRINT

A MAN IS PASSING." -----,

A Man is passing. Hail him, you --

Who realize him staunch and strong and true.

He found us dollar-bound and party-blind;

He leaves a City with a Civic Mind,

Choosing her conduct with a conscious care,

Selecting one man here, another there

And scorning labels. Craft and Graft and Greed

Ran rampant in our halls and few took heed.

The Public Service and the Public Rights

Were bloody bones for wolf and jackal fights.

Now, even the Corporate Monster licks the hand

Where once he snarled his insolent demand.

Who tamed it? Answer as you will,

Eut truth is truth and his the credit still.

A Man is passing. Flout him, you

Who would not understand and never knew.

Tranquil in triumph, in defeat the same,

He never asked your praise nor shirked your blame,

For he, as Captain of the Common Good,

Has earned the right to be misunderstood.

Behold ! he raised his hand against his class;

Aye, he forsook the Few and served the Mass.

Year upon year he bore the battle's brunt

And so, the hiss, the cackle and the grunt'

He found us, striving each his selfish part.

He leaves a City with a Civic Heart,

Which gives the fortune-fallen a new birth

And reunites him with his Mother Earth,

Which seeks to look beyond the broken law

To find the broken life, and mend its flaw.

A Man is passing. Nay, no demi-god,

But a plain man, close to the common sod

Whence springs the grass of our humanity. Strong

Is he, but human, therefore sometimes wrong,

Sometimes impatient of the slower throng,

Sometimes unmindful of the formal thong,

But ever with his feet set towards the height

To plant the banner of the Common Right;

And ever with his eye fixed on the goal,

The Vision of a City with a Soul.

And is he fallen 2 Aye, but mark him well,

He ever rises further than he fell.

A Man is passing. I salute him, then,

In these few words. He served his fellow-men

And he is passing. But he comes again.

EDMUND VANCE COO IX E.

+ + +

TOM L. JOHNSON.

Editorial in Wm. Marion Reedy's Mirror (St. Louis)

for March 23, 1911.

As the paper goes to press the dispatches say

that Tom L. Johnson of Cleveland is dying. His

*This poem, which first appeared in The Public of Jan

uary 7, 1910, at the close of Tom L. Johnson's last term
as Mayor of the city of Cleveland, was read by Mr. Cooke

at the banquet given to Mr. Johnson in New York on May

30, 1910, and was republished in The Public of June 3, 1910.
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was a life well lived. He achieved success

in a material way and then there came to him

a spiritual gleam from the great work of Henry

George. Thenceforth all this man’s abilities were

devoted to the people. His sole effort was to the

end of untaxing labor, of making men economical

ly free. To that effort he brought a vast energy,

a great deal of good humor and much genuine

brotherly love. He bore patiently misrepresenta

tion of his motives and all kinds of opprobrium.

His patience was as fine as his courage. When

his fortune was swept away after his four terms

as Mayor of Cleveland, in which he had fought for

his idea of a municipally owned three-cent-fare

street railway, he accepted his misfortune with

excellent grace, and did not quit. He was too far

ahead of his time and his town in that one thing,

but on foundations which he laid, his fellow

townsmen of the future will surely build to the

realization of his dream. If he failed in his street

railway project he did not fail in other things. He

made Cleveland a model city and by this I do

not mean a puritanic city. He made it a beau

tiful city. He made it, as to taxation, a juster

city than any other in the land. He made play

grounds for the little children. He planned a

police system that made the police protectors of

people and property rather than persecutors of the

unfortunate and makers of criminals. He stood

for humane penology and for equality of oppor

tunity. He fought all forms of privilege as the

best means of minimizing poverty and facilitating

progress. When his private business went to smash

through his devotion to public affairs, the public

came to see the cruelty of the accusation that his

reforming activities were selfishly designed. When

he was finally beaten for Mayor of Cleveland then

truly did Clevelanders begin to see him in his

true proportions, and they loved him with a wealth

of feeling which more than repaid him in the

last few years for all his losses.

He was the most conspicuous American whose

career was actuated and motived by the gospel of

Henry George, the noblest example, after George

himself, of the spiritual force inhering in what

appears at the first blush to be a materialistic

philosophy. The country laughed ironically when

Johnson, the steel magnate, voted in Congress

against the tariff on steel, but it ceased to laugh

when later it was shown that the same altruism

of principle governed all his actions. He gave

his fortune and his life to the cause of freedom

and equality. The law of privilege proved too

strong a mesh for him wholly to break through,

but though he did not gain what he sought in

the way of a demonstration of his theory of mu

nicipal ownership, he left things better than he

found them, and in every city of the United States

today, the transportation situation is the better for

the people because of what Tom L. Johnson did

in fighting the street railway trust in Cleveland.

As mayor of a small town he became a national,

even an international figure and his personality

was therefore a continuous propagandist of the

Georgean doctrine which won him from the pur

ses of a mere millionaire to that of a man of

and for the people.

His life was an inspiration and his memory will

be a sustainer of the hopes of all those who in the

years to come shall strive for a fairer distribution

to all of the fruits of toil through the destruction

of privilege that saps right and strengthens wrong.

+ +

From the Cleveland Press of March 29.

Tom L. Johnson, Cleveland's first citizen, is

dying. His passing may not be a question of hours

or of days, although it may be either. But at best

it is a question of weeks.

The malady, or complication of maladies, from

which he is suffering is beyond the relief of human

power. The sick man knows this, has known it

for a long time; the members of his family know

it, and a few of Tom's closest friends, Newton

Baker, A. B. duPont and Billy Stage, know it.

The physicians, having exhausted every remedy

known to the science of medicine, have had to

admit reluctantly that they are powerless, and are

confining their ministrations to making the dying

man as comfortable as possible.

Lying in his bed at his apartments at the White

hall, as the curtain of life is slowly lowering, Tom

Johnson is waiting for the end with the same

brave and unflinching spirit with which he has

met every crisis of his stirring and splendid career.

No complaint against the fate which demands

that he must pass untimely from the life which

he has loved so well and lived so fully, has ever

passed his lips.

He greets his family and the few friends who

are admitted to the sick room with the ghost of

that same smile which in the old days charmed

the thousands of his followers and disarmed his

opponents.

The great, brilliant mind is as clear as in the

old days when it gave him the mastery of men and

events and the leadership of the people of Cleve

land in their battle against the hosts of privilege.

The same whimsical humor which has endeared

Tom Johnson to those who have been privileged

to be numbered among his real friends and bound

them to him with bonds of steel is unfailing even

in the shadow.

With Death waiting just outside the door, ready

to enter and claim his own, knowing that he is

there and will not be denied, Tom Johnson is the

“Captain of his Soul” today as he always has

been.

The fighting spirit is calmed and a great and

beautiful peace seems to have settled over the

dying man.
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All of the old enmities and bitterness seem to

have been forgotten.

He speaks kindly of everyone, even of those

who in the strife and struggle of the past years

ºned and if they could would have wrecked

lm.

It was of such a man as this that the poet wrote:

So live,

That when thy summons comes

To join the innumerable caravan which moves to

that mysterious realm

Where each shall take his chamber in the silent

halls of death.

Thou goest not like the quarry slave at night,

Scourged to his dungeon,

But sustained and soothed by an unfaltering trust,

Approach thy grave

Like ". who wraps the drapery of his couch about

im,

And lies down to pleasant dreams.

* * *

JOHN PAUL OF GREAT BRITAIN.

No one knows the British movement for land

º taxation without knowing John Paul, or of
III].

"He always did. Tom L. Johnson was never bitter, no

matter how great the provocation.—Editors of The Public.

He has no history back of that movement, ex

cept the history of a Scottish working man who

did not allow his working to put a stop to his

thinking. But with its birth in Glasgow he was

born again, born of the movement and into it.

Its progress and his activities have been identified

ever since.

As executive of the United Committee for

the Taxation of Land Values, his weariless mind

and straight-away business management—turning

neither to the right nor to the left, with the goal

ahead—have in the past ten years inconspicuously

helped the Liberal party to make British history.

+

John Paul came actively into the British move

ment for land value taxation in 1887, through an

educational club which had sprung out of Henry

George's agitation in Scotland.

George created a sensation there in 1882, and

again in 1883. In 1884 he addressed a great

meeting in the Glasgow City Hall, in a speech

circulated still under the title of “Scotland for

Scotsmen.” At that meeting the Scottish Land

Restoration League was formed, and under its

auspices George campaigned Scotland. The Irish

question overshadowed the work of the League

later, and it grew obsolete. Its cause, however,

had the vitality of planted seed.

In August, 1890, just before the first American

single tax conference, held at Cooper Union, New

York, Henry George, while on his way home from

his trip around the world, fathered the organiza

tion in Glasgow of the Scottish League for the

Taxation of Land Values, which is still vigorous.

The time was ripe for it. Earlier in the same

year, a member of the City Council whom George

had converted and who is to this day a man of

power in the movement, Peter Burt by name, had

introduced into the Council a resolution on local

taxation, and had thereby become chairman of an

investigating committee. His report, submitted

six months after the organization of the Scottish

League by Mr. George, urged the cooperation of

all the taxing bodies of Scotland in a petition

to Parliament for authority to tax land values

for local purposes. It was the same policy that

Henry George and Thomas G. Shearman got un

der way in 1899 in New York, and which the New

York Tax Reform Association, under the secre

taryship at first of Robert Baker and then of

Lawson Purdy, tried to impress upon the New

York legislature; the same that has now been

adopted under Initiative petition in Oregon.

Councilman Burt’s committee report (Baillie

Burt, they call him there) did not get beyond

the discussion stage; but Mr. Burt was joined in

the Council in 1893 by John Ferguson, one of

their leaders whose memory the Henry George

men of Scotland mourn. Between them, Burt and

Ferguson kept the question incessantly before the

Council; and in June, 1895, a large majority
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agreed to the 1890 resolution of Burt's commit

tee. For eleven years thereafter a special depart

ment of the town clerk’s office was devoted to

municipal agitation for the taxing of land values.

In those ways the question of the taxation of

land values was brought by the city of Glasgow

officially before all the local taxing bodies of Scot

land. Nor was that the end. Baillie Ferguson

was authorized by the Council—the subject hav

ing meanwhile been a burning issue before the

people at the local election, which the land value

tax men won—to carry a municipal petition to

Parliament in support of a bill for the local taxa

tion of land values. Neither was that the end.

A conference of Scottish municipalities, called by

the City Council of Glasgow and the Scottish

League for the Taxation of Land Values, met in

October, 1899, with 116 local taxing bodies repre

sented by 216 delegates. This Scottish conference

was followed three years later by one for England

and Scotland jointly, called by the Glasgow Coun

cil on Baillie Ferguson's motion. It met in Lon

don in October, 1902, and appointed a committee

of 25 municipal representatives to formulate

plans. Two Parliamentary bills for the municipal

taxation of land values, one for Scotland and one

for England, were accordingly prepared and pro

moted by the committee.

+

Meanwhile Richard McGhee of Ireland (now a

member of Parliament), J. W. S. Callie of Liver

pool, and Edward McHugh of Birkenhead—but,

with apologies to Kipling, that’s another story.

+

The English bill was introduced in the House

of Commons in 1902 by Charles P. Trevelyan

(grand-nephew of Lord Macaulay), and defeated

at first reading by a majority of 71. A similar bill

also for England, introduced by Dr. MacNamara

in 1903, was also defeated at first reading, but

by only 13 majority. Mr. Trevelyan introduced

his bill again in 1904, and to the amazement of

the House and of the country it was carried at

first reading by a majority of 67. But it got no

farther. In 1905, however, the second reading

of another such bill, introduced by Mr. Trevelyan,

was carried by a majority of 90. It must be re

membered that all these votes were taken while

the Conservative party was intrenched in power.

The Glasgow bill was not presented in the

House of Commons until 1905. It was then fath

ered by John Stirling Ainsworth, member for

Argyllshire. Owing to the fact that this was

a bill for Scotland only, and also to the absence

of Liberals who were speaking at public meetings

in the pre-election campaign, the vote was light

only 266—but the bill passed first reading by a

majority of 20. It had been urged by a second

Scottish conference, held two months earlier at

Edinburgh, at which 57 taxing bodies were repre

sented by 98 official delegates.

At one of the conferences of Scottish and Eng

lish municipalities, which met at Manchester in

November, 1905, only a few months after the

favorable reception in Parliament of the Glasgow

bill, a petition to the House of Commons was

authorized. This petition prayed for a bill allow

ing the taxing bodies of Scotland and England to

assess land values separately from other property

and to tax them for local purposes; and in Febru

ary, 1906, the Liberals having then come into

power, a deputation of 150 municipal representa

tives of 15 local taxing bodies presented the peti

tion to Mr. Asquith, now Prime Minister, but at

that time Chancellor of the Exchequer in Sir

Henry Campbell-Bannerman's cabinet. The peti

tion bore the official signatures of 518 local taxing

bodies.

Once more the bill for Scotland came before the

House of Commons, now under Liberal control.

It was introduced by John E. Sutherland, mem

ber for Elgin Burghs, on the 23d of March, 1906,

and carried by 319 to 61—a favorable majority

of 258. Thereupon the Ministry appointed a spe

cial committee to take evidence on the measure,

and of this committee Alexander Ure, now Lord

Advocate for Scotland, was chairman.

+

All the bills thus far had been “private bills,”

not having the sanction of the Ministry and get

ting a hearing and a vote only by rules of parlia

mentary courtesy. With the next bill, it was dif

ferent.

Mr. Ure's special committee reported late in

1906 in favor of a Scottish land-valuation bill.

This recommendation made no provision for tax

ing land, only for valuing it; but the landed in- .

terests recognized more readily than many advo

cates of land value taxation did, that valuation

was but a necessary prelude to taxation. Upon

the passage of a Scottish bill on the lines of the

Ure committee report—and this was done by a

record majority—the Ministry made no secret of

its intention to follow with a like bill for England.

The Scottish bill came before the House of

Lords in due time and that irresponsible body

mutilated it beyond usefulness or recognition.

Thus began the political fight in Great Britain

which secured the Budget of 1909, with its un

precedented land valuation and taxation features,

and which has now brought the House of Lords

face to face with the abrogation of their veto

power. *

The history of the Budget measure of 1909

runs back plumb into the office of the United

Committee mentioned above, of which John Paul

is executive secretary.

Here is the story. While the Scottish League
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for the Taxation of Land Values was making

British history from Glasgow, the English League

for the Taxation of Land Values was both co

operating and working on its own account in Lon

don. The English League is yet as active a force

as ever, and stronger, under the executive man

agement of Lewis H. Berens and Frederick

Verinder; but that also is another story, as is

the story of the Yorkshire League, promoted large

ly by C. H. Smithson, now a member of the Hali

fax City Council, which was and is under the

executive management of Frederick Skirrow of

Keighley. Such in general was the situation when

the Liberals came into power in 1906, and Joseph

Fels of Philadelphia and London recognized the

great opportunity to help effectively in securing a

realization of Henry George's democratic dream.

He came wholeheartedly into the movement, and

the United Committee for the Taxation of Land

Values was thereupon formed of representatives

from the various Leagues, and under its general

direction a great campaign on the Lords’ rejection

of the Ure bill was made. -

The slogan of this campaign was the absurd

futility of promoting a land valuation bill for

England when the Lords had so loftily torn the

Scottish bill to shreds. So the United Committee

urged the Ministry to make the taxation of land

values a budget measure in order that the Lords

might not tamper with it without defying the

British Constitution, and Mr. Ure took up the

campaign on those lines. The Prime Minister,

Campbell-Bannerman, not only did not oppose the

plan, but gave it aid and comfort. He died in the

midst of the agitation; but Lloyd George, who

succeeded Asquith at the treasury when Asquith

succeeded Bannerman, took up the measure with

eagerness and carried it brilliantly to victory.

Notwithstanding the British Constitution, the

Lords challenged Fate by voting down the Budget,

and Fate promptly accepted their challenge. Land

valuation is consequently now a fact throughout

Great Britain, the House of Lords notwithstand

ing, and land value taxation has begun to do its

work—its perfect work if allowed to go on unre

strained by the land monopoly interests of the

country.

+

Never conspicuous, but always “on deck,” John

Paul has been in and of that movement steadily

from its inception in Glasgow under the leader

ship of Burt and Ferguson, to its great victory

in the Commons under the leadership of Asquith

and Lloyd George.

At the beginning he was one of a small group

of enthusiasts who formed the Henry George In

stitute of Glasgow, under the auspices of which

George first delivered his famous sermon, “Thy

Kingdom Come,” at the City Hall of Glasgow. It

was then that John Paul himself was really born.

His appearance in the world a score of years or

so before, and his sensations in the interval, are

to his memory only indistinguishable throbs in

the pulsations of man in the mass; but when he

had come, mind to mind and heart to heart, into

communion with Henry George, then it was that

he began to live.

His associates saw it and called him into the

Institute's executive committee. Then they made

him secretary. He held these offices in the Insti

tute during its ten years of active service. Long

before this, the Scottish Land Restoration League

had lost vitality, and when the Scottish League

for the Taxation of Land Values rose out of its

ashes, John Paul was among its promoters. It

began the publication, in 1894, of a monthly or

gan, “Single Tax,” and Paul was the editor. The

name is now “Land Values,” but its first editor

is its editor yet, and has been from the beginning,

although now he has an efficient associate in

John Orr, another of those serious Scotsmen who

knows what he thinks and why.

The movement in Glasgow having assumed

political proportions in the middle ‘90’s, Mr. Paul

was engaged as salaried secretary, to give his

whole time to its work; and in that position he

remained until James Busby was called into the

place upon Paul's being drafted to serve jointly

with Crompton Llewelyn Davies as secretary of

the United Committee at London and manager of

its executive work. -

+

Our portrait resembles John Paul in outline

and general feature, but the photographer's craze

for polishing negatives has robbed him of his

distinctive character-lines. As a platform speaker

his presence is engaging, and his direct Scottish

thinking on his feet makes him a force in speech

no less than in counsel. But like Agassiz who

couldn't spare the time to make money, John Paul

can't spare the time to speak or to work for any

thing but the cause into which he has been re;

born. He commands respect by his abilities and

wins affection by his tenderness; and he knows his

Henry George.

+ 4 +

A WELCOME GUEST.

For The Public.

I have a little guest each week

Who cannot walk, or see, or speak;

But on this silent little friend

For truthful statements I depend.

So quiet, calm, so dignified

But full of fire and life inside;

A soldier ready for the fight,

In cause of Justice, Truth and Right.

Oh, would I were a millionaire,

So I could send it everywhere.

The little Public, without peer,

Should find a welcome far and near.

ANNE W. RUST.
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BOOKS

THE ILLUSION OF WAR.

A revealing glare is flashed on our boasted en

lightenment, when we come across a thick volume,

full of painstaking argumentation, written to

point out, as a new thought, some perfectly self

evident fact. Also when we find such books

arousing criticism and comment in “authorita

tive” circles. Nothing eludes the grasp of the

average mind as easily as does the simplest truth,

apparently.

In his book entitled “The Great Illusion,”

(New York, G. P. Putnam's Sons) Mr. Norman

Angell frankly acknowledges that what he is fight

ing is not facts, but a mere illusion, the power

of a fallacy entrenched by tradition, lodging firm

ly as a fixed idea in the great mass of minds that

will not take the trouble to think for themselves.

This is the illusion that War, even though morally

wrong, and greatly to be condemned on ethical

grounds, is in practice profitable to the nation

undertaking it successfully.

In successive parts of the book, differentiated

as “The Economics of the Case,” “The Human

Nature of the Case,” and “The Practical Out

come,” Mr. Angell treats his subject from all

sides, and ably proves his contention that a suc

cessful war is more harmful to the general health

and well-being of a modern nation than anything

else that could come to it. Far more harmful

than even an unsuccessful war. This is a truth

which cannot be denied by any thinker who can

reason from the facts of history, ancient or mod

ern. But Mr. Angell’s book is most interesting

in that it shows how many people there are, even

People in the Public Eye, to whom his assertion

comes with an iconoclastic shock.

The author himself apparently attaches most

importance to what he terms “The Economics of

the Case.” In this section of the book he points

out how the growing interdependence of the na

tions one upon the other in matters of banking,

credit, trade and commerce has made war between

the “economically civilized nations”—the phrase

is his own, and it is a good one—practically an

impossibility. Any upset to the delicately inter

woven financial credit system would so react upon

the victor nation as to make the state of that

nation worse than the state of the “conquered”

people.

Mr. Angell cleverly tears to pieces the fallacy

that military supremacy can win commercial

Supremacy for any nation, or can win for it the

markets of the world. . He gives interesting sta

tistics to show that the credit of the smaller, un

military nations of Europe, such as Holland,

Switzerland and Scandinavia, is rated higher on

the bourses of the world than that of the more

“warlike” Powers. Also, while England is fever

ishly building Dreadnaughts to “protect her world

trade from German aggression,” German mer

chants are quietly winning to a favored position

in the English colonies, and Norway is quietly

sending out her merchant vessels to gather in the

lion's share of the carrying trade of the world.

The harm done to England's credit system by

the Boer war, the difficulties Germany has labored

with since 1870, and the latest most notable ex

ample, Russia and Japan, are ably used by the

author to prove that the vanquished can more

easily recover from the evil effects of a war than

can the victor. Also he scathes the absurdity of

some “peace” arguments which take the stand

that war is profitable, but morally wrong, there

fore war should stop. “You have a much happier

time playing truant, little boy, but it’s morally

wrong to do it; therefore, you musn't.” Such an

argument naturally arouses only derision.

A well-defined weakness in economic reasoning,

as well as a belittling of his own work by choosing

a small target—Mr. Angell seems to have written

his book mainly to show why Germany will not

attack England—render this first part of the book

its least successful to radical readers.

The second part, “The Human Nature of the

Case,” is far stronger and contains some excellent

paragraphs and many quotable sentences. Mr.

Angell has little respect for “Patriotism in the

true sense, i. e., the desire to go and kill other

people.” He calls attention to the absurdity of

an appeal to “national pride” and “race feeling”

in a day when the most marked divisions are

those of class, not of race. Some things he says

in that regard are worth quoting:

. . . The real psychic and moral divisions are not as

between nations but between opposing conceptions

of life. . . . At the bottom of any conflict between

the armies or governments of Germany and England

lies not the opposition of “German” interests to

“English” interests, but the conflict in both States

between democracy and autocracy. . . . As this con

flict becomes acuter, the German individualist will

see that it is more important to protect his freedom

and property against the socialist and trade union

ist who can and are attacking them, than against the

British army who cannot. In the same way the Brit

ish Tory will be more concerned with what Mr.

Lloyd George's Budgets can do, than with what the

Germans can do.

The chapter entitled “Do the Warlike Nations

Inherit the Earth P’ is the best in the book in its

trenchant sallies of wit, in its delightful thrusts

of argument. Mr. Angell takes the written words

of several military authorities, our own Mr. Roose

velt among them, on the subject of “fighting na

tions,” and proves clearly that by such dictum,

Turkey, the Herzegovina, and other such little

countries in Europe, and in America the revolu

tionary little Central America republics, ought

to be the great Powers of the earth. For they

alone have a constant practical experience of the
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“noble art of war”; they do not waste away in

“slothful ease,” nor spend themselves in sordid

commercial money-grubbing. They are exercising

to the full what Mr. Roosevelt calls the “manly

and adventurous qualities,” and by our ex-Presi

dent's reasoning, other nations which are not so

adventurous or so trained to arms—one might

mention the United States and Canada, just to

stay on our own side of the globe—should in the

end go down before the warlike spirit and battle

trained strength of Nicaragua, Colombia, San

Domingo and Venezuela. For, as Mr. Angell goes

on to say: “The presidents of these strenuous

republics are not poltroons of politicians, but

soldiers—men of blood and iron—men after Mr.

Roosevelt’s own heart. They fight it out like men;

they talk with gatling guns and mausers; they are

a fine, manly, military lot! If fighting makes

for survival they should surely oust from the

field Canada and the United States, one of which

has never had a real battle for the best part of

its hundred years of sordid, craven, peaceful life,

and the other of which Gen. Homer Lee (another

militant writer) assures us is slowly dying, be

cause of its tendency to avoid fighting.”

This chapter, elaborating on the “pessimistic

and impossible philosophy that men will decay

and die unless they go on killing each other,” is

so thoroughly good that it makes up for short

comings of insight and reasoning, for waverings

and contradictions in other parts of the book.

The absurdity of the “military ideal” for nations

has never been more cleverly, more amusingly

scourged.
GRACE ISABEL COLBRON.

BOOKS RECEIVED

—The War Maker.

by A. C. McClurg & Co., Chicago.

net.

By Horace Smith. Published

1911. Price, $1.50

—The Common Sense of Socialism. A Series of Let

ters Addressed to Jonathan Edwards of Pittsburgh. By

John Spargo, author of “The Bitter Cry of the Chil

dren,” etc., Chicago: Charles H. Kerr.

-

-

PERIODICALS

Atlantic (March).

The March Atlantic contains an article which

many of the readers of the magazine doubtless

turned to first, not because of their wealth, but be

cause so many of us are interested in wealth. The

article referred to is by Major Henry L. Higginson

and is entitled A Word to the Rich. It is one

of those pleasantly sane articles, saying that “mere

material prosperity cannot make a great nation,”

that “surely our forefathers did not come to this

country to win material success alone”, that we

should make a “wise use of our powers for the

good of our fellow men,” etc., in a continuation of

novel and dazzling statements, such as another Colo

nel has made fashionable.

J. H. D.

+ °F

Twentieth Century.

Bolton Hall on Tolstoy's teachings, Herbert S.

Bigelow on farmers and land values taxation, ex-Gov.

Garvin on city government and Jesse F. Orton on

the income tax amendment, give to the Twentieth

Century for April a special interest to many readers

of The Public. Incidentally, Henry Frank's estimate

of “The Passing of the Third Floor Back,” will help

to a better understanding of that remarkable play.

+ +

Pearson's.

Joseph Fels, who knows, for he has proved it him

self, tells in Pearson's for April, how men get rich

without working. Not by selling soap, let the reader

observe, for selling soap requires work; but by mon

opolizing common rights of a kind that increase in

value with social growth. The explanation is sim

ple, well illustrated with instances, witty in spots,

and so characteristic in style that one may think the

words are spoken in Mr. Fels's own voice.

+ +

Everybody's.

Whoever doubts the continued vigor of Lincoln

Steffens, exposes his own beast-of-prey conception of

what vigor is. While it is true that the eagerness

of the man-hunt no longer throbs in what Steffens

writes, another and much more vital eagerness has

taken its place. He has risen above caring for in

dividual criminals, high or low, to the level of ex

posing the System that makes them so. His

story in the April Everybody's of “A Ring-Robbed

Railroad”—the Illinois Central—is alive with his

spirit of charity for sinners but undying hatred of the

sin-webbed system which they profit by and in which

they are caught, and is as dramatic as anything Stef

fens ever wrote.—With this number of Everybody's

the aristocratic Frederick Townsend Martin con

cludes his series on “The Passing of the Idle Rich"—

a lame, class-conscious ending to a startling class

conscious confession.

+ +

The Mexican Situation.

The best article that has appeared on the present

situation in Mexico will be found in the Outlook of

April 1. The writer's name is not given, but every

line of the article shows that he lives in Mexico and

understands the conditions. He makes it clear that

the Diaz government, however good it may have

been at one stage of Mexican development, has out

lived its time. “It would be,” says the writer, “one

of the greatest mistakes that the United States has

ever made to try to step in and bolster up the Diaz

Government. No amount of force will help matters.

A larger measure of popular government must be

given; there must be a chance for popular opinion

to express itself, and there must be laws framed that

will help the small man to become a landowner. It

will be found, when the time comes, that the revolu

tionists have some good men to put at the head of

things. It is claimed against them that they have
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no leaders, that they are divided. This fact indi

cates, however, how largely this is an uprising of the

people. There are many men in the revolution who

have the spirit of sacrifice born of a good and great

Cause.”

J. H. D.

+ +

Scribner's (April).

The delightful and enlightening articles of Price

Collier on the West in the East are continued in the

April Scribner. In this installment he deals especi

ally with the relations of the English officials to the

natives, and comes in contact with the everlasting

race question. Speaking of the over-effort of the

Englishman to be friendly he makes this clever side

remark: “Just as one ceases to be well dressed

when one is noticeably well dressed, so friendliness

ceases to be friendliness when it puts on a uniform

and advertises itself.” In this number Mr. Frederic

C. Howe has an article on the German and the Amer

ican city which all our politicians ought to read.

One point alone would make the article worth read

ing, namely, the contrast in the freedom of action.

The American city can do little or nothing without

the consent of the State, which too often knows lit

tle or nothing of the local conditions. Well does Mr.

Howe say that “the American city is in chains.”

J. H. D.

+ +

The Service of Socialism.

Mr. Ernest Hamlin Abbott in the Outlook of April

1 has a remarkably clear exposition of Socialism.

MEMORIAL

of the

Testimonial Dinner

to

TOM L. JOHNSON

in New York, May 30, 1910,

on which occasion Mr. Johnson was presented with a

large bronze medallion, made by Richard F. George,

commemorative of his public service under the in

fluence of the spirit that animated Henry George.

(See Public of May 27, page 490; of June 3, page#.
and of June 10, page 537.)

THIS Memorial contains seventy-one pages, set in

old style type, and is printed on natural tint

Strathmore Japan paper with deckle edges. It in

cludes an Introduction; the Addresses delivered at

the Dinner; a list of the persons present at the Dinner;

a list of the contributors to the Medallion; and Por

traits of Henry George and Tom L. Johnson.

Price, postage paid,

5 O C E N T S

Address, DANIEL KIEFER, Cincinnati, Ohio.

Those who are in uncertainty as to what Socialism

means—and their name is legion—will be grateful

to Mr. Abbott for this brief and excellent statement

of the various phases of the subject. He takes pains

to let it be known that he is not of the “comrades,”

but his treatment is perhaps sufficiently sympathetic

to satisfy most of those who are. “Socialists,” he says,

“have rendered a great service to modern society.

They have described with force the symptoms of

social ills; they have analyzed them acutely; they

have made it clear that these symptoms indicate an

organic disease; and they have offered a diagnosis

and prescribed a remedy specific enough to make it

necessary for any one, in order to answer them, to

Women's Trade Union League

PUBLIC MEETING

Sunday April 9, 3 p.m. (New No.) 331 S. LaSalle St.

Nomination of Delegates to the Third Bien

nial Convention, Boston, June 12.

Voting on amendments to the National Constitution.

Speaker: Miss MARY McDOWELL.

Subject: “Fire Protection in Buildings”

A Want Ad
A friend in Ohio sends $2 for renewal of his

subscription and writes that everybody ought

to pay $2. Says The Public is worth $2 to any

body, that most people would be glad to pay

$2, and so on.

No doubt. We know of several thousand

readers of The Public who would gladly pay $2.

But, good friends, that wouldn't be getting

anywhere. What The Public wants is readers,

readers, READERS. What use is it to have

Mr. Post write all this illuminating stuff and

then hide the light under a bushel? It's the

mountain tops we are after.

To get readers means that we need a lot of

help. We cannot put an army of solicitors in

the field. We haven't the means, and if we had,

only about one man in a hundred is intelligent

enough to sell The Public.

So we depend upon our friends, old and new,

to introduce it, and we would rather send three

subscriptions for $2 than to take $2 for The

Public alone. The two new readers you send

are your selection, therefore most likely to be

interested and stick.

With 500 or 1000 readers helping, each send

ing a few new ones occasionally, the list will

grow like a snowball. We have use for all the

dollars we can get—but we want readers.

EMIL SchMIED, MGR.
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formulate a clearer diagnosis and suggest a better

treatment. They have shown that these social ills

cannot be accounted for by ascribing poverty to

thriftlessness and incompetence. They have shown

that for the removal of these ills something is neces

sary besides making people better.” This last sen

tence is worth noting, that “something is necessary

besides making people better.”

J. H. D.

+ + +

A child was enjoying her first visit to the seashore,

and had never before seen a steamboat. “Oh, mam

ma,” she cried, “see there! The locomotives are in

swimming!”—Woman's Journal.

+ + +

An Englishman at an animal store: “Hi wants a

kind of dog about so high and so long. Hit's a kind

of gr’yound, an' yet hit ain't a gr’yound, because its

tyle is shorter nor any of these 'ere gr’yound an' its

The Works of Henry George

Progress and Poverty.

By HENRY GEORGE.

Anniversary Edition. Dark blue cloth, $1.10, post

paid. Paper, 50c, postpaid.

Our Land and Land Policy.

By HENRY GEORGE.

This volume includes some of Mr. George's contri

butions to periodicals and addresses, as:

“Thou Shalt Not Steal” and “Thy Kingdom

Come.” Dark green cloth, $2.50, postpaid.

The Land Question.

By HENRY GEORGE.

Light green cloth, $1.00, postpaid. Paper, 50c,

postpaid. -

Social Problems.

By HENRY GEORGE.

Light green cloth, $1.10, postpaid. Paper, 55c,

postpaid.

Protection or Free Trade.

By HENRY GEORGE.

Light green cloth, $1.00, postpaid. Paper, 50c,

postpaid.

A Perplexed Philosopher.

By HENRY GEORGE.

Light green cloth, $1.00, postpaid. Paper, 50c,

postpaid.

The Science of Political Economy.

By HENRY GEORGE.

Dark green cloth, $2.50, postpaid.

The Life of Henry George.

By HENRY GEORGE, Jr.

Anniversary Edition. With eight illustrations

Dark blue cloth, $1.10, postpaid.
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mose is shorter an' 'e ain't so slim around the Wyst.

But still 'e's a kind of gr’yound. Do you keep such

dogs?”

“We do not,” said the clerk.

+ + +

“Madam,”—an Oklahoma census taker was speak

ing to her who answered his knock—“how many

children over six and under twenty-one years of age

have you?”

“Lemme see,” she reflected. “Lemme see. Wal,

sir, thar be two over six an' two under twenty-one.”

—Everybody's.

“We drown's 'em."

+ + +

A story was told on Martin Lomasney at the Cape

Cod commercial travelers' dinner by Representative

Pope, of Leominster: “Last session Lomasney was

Addresses at the Funeral Of

llenry George
Delivered by

REV. LYMAN ABBOTT, D. D.

DR. GUSTAV GOTTHEIL

REV. EDWARD McGLYNN, D. D.

JOHN SHERWIN CROSBY

Compiled by EDMUND YARDLEY

“Seldom have funeral orations been of the vital

quality of those which electrified that remarkable

gathering at the Grand Central Palace in New York,

Sunday, Oct. 31, 1897. They came straight from

the hearts of the several orators and they went

straight to the hearts of that vast multitude which

had come to do honor to the hero who had fallen in

the midst of the battle. . . . As one reads these

remarkable addresses ten years after the event one

does not wonder that they were marked by demon

strations of an inspiring character. The great crowd

could not restrain its feeling. Burst after burst of

applause interrupted the impassioned speeches. In

no other way was it possible for the followers of the

dead man to express their sympathy with and ap

proval of the sentiments that were given utterance;

and when it was all over the Rev. Dr. R. Heber New

ton said: “At first I was shocked by the applause;

but as I reflected, it seemed to me impossible that

the audience should not applaud. This was not a

funeral; it was a resurrection.'"—From the Johns

town Democrat of Sept. 9, 1907.

We have left 72 copiesof these “Addresses” bound in

blue cloth, lettered in white. Price per copy, post

paid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $0.40

We have also 9 copies bound in blue, stiff paper,

lettered in black. Price per copy, postpaid . . $0.25

THE PUBLIC, Book Dept. Ellsworth Bldg, Chicago
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seen talking to some one in one of the corridors,

and as I passed him I heard these words: “Shall I

write him?’ ‘No,' said Lomasney; “never write a

thing when you can talk, and never talk when you

can nod the head.’”—Boston Record.

+ + +

Customer—“Are you sure you'll have my taxi at

the house on time?”

Garage Owner—“Certainly. Don't you know

there's nothing surer than death and taxis?”—Wom

an’s Home Companion.

The Public

The Public is a weekly review, giving in concise and plain

terms, with lucid explanations and without editorial

bias, all the news of the world of historical value.

It is also an editorial paper, according to the principles of

fundamental democracy, expressing itself fully and free

ly, without favor or prejudice, without fear of conse

quences, and without regard to any considerations of

personal or business advantage.

Besides its editorial and news features, the paper con

tains a department entitled Related Things, in which

appear articles and extracts upon various subjects,

verse as well as prose, chosen alike for their literary

merit and their wholesome human interest in relation

to the progress of democracy.

We aim to make The Public, a paper that is not only

worth reading, but also worth filing.

Published weekly by Louis F. Post, Ellsworth Bldg., 537

Dearborn St., Chicago, Ill. '

Entered at the Chicago, Illinois, Postoffice as second class
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Are you reading Lincoln Steffens'

“It” in Everybody's?

If so, you want to read as a hand

book to Wall Street, Frederic C.

Howe's “Confessions of a Monopo

list,” for Dr. Howe tells you just

how the monopolist gets to be a

monopolist, and just how his mo

nopoly power grows, and fattens,

and devours.

The Confessions

Of a

Monopolist

by

Frederic C. Howe

Here is what William Marion Reedy said of

this book in his “Mirror'':

“If you want to catch on to the “great game'

of getting rich quick and easy; if you would

know the secret of getting things for nothing

and having a whole community work for you

without pay; if you want to catch the real

esoteric inwardness of city politics and ascer

tain how to boss the bosses, read “The Confes

sions of a Monopolist,' by Frederic C. Howe.

Here are the very guts of success laid bare. . .

Mr. Howe does a round unvarnished tale de

liver, with no maudlin love motive, no long

arm of coincidence, no climaxes. His book is

the deadliest text book of practical politics

that ever was printed. It is the story of the

men of affairs in your own city, ward and pre

cinct, of the successes who simply rob the com

munity by taking toll of its life, its increase,

its activities. It murders the fiction that the

people govern themselves, for it deals with

things that you see, but do not heed, going on

around you every day. . . Anyone can under

stand it. No one can refute it. It should open

men's minds to the infamy of the methods of

privilege, with startling light. It is the world

of graft in microcosm.”

This clothbound book was at first sold at a dol

lar. To close out the edition we are now offering

it at 65 CENTS. This price includes postage.

ThE PUBLIC, Book Dept, Ellsworth Bldg, Chicago


