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EDITORIAL

Our Foreign Trade Balances.

If a tenant farmer were to brag about his crops,

of how they had increased year by year, and of how

he prospered by the expanding difference between

the value of what he had been taking over to town

and the cost of the store goods he took back,

calling this balance “favorable” and profitable,

wouldn’t some mere theorist or other on the store

stoop be tempted to heckel? No doubt of it. He

might ask the tenant farmer what he had done

with that “favorable balance,” and get for answer

that he had left it in the hands of the storekeeper.

Then the theorist might ask why he doesn't draw

on the storekeeper for enough of the balance to

buy his farm of the storekeeper and stop paying

rent; and be answered to the effect that his grow

ing rent had compelled him to draw the whole of

his expanding balance every year. If the tenant

farmer went on bragging about his “favorable

balance” after that, wouldn't the “bunch” on the

store stoop laugh at him for a fool? And

wouldn’t they be right?

+

Now that is precisely the kind of bragging the

statistical bureaus of the United States have been

doing these many years. They are doing it now.

Through the newspapers they predict a “favor

able balance” this year to the amount of $800,

000,000, and they proclaim this as evidence of
increasing prosperity among producers in the
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United States. In fact, however, it is evidence

of increasing tribute—tribute in the nature of

ground rent, which the industries of the United

States are paying to European investors for per

mission to use the American continent.

+

Think it over. Admit that our “favorable bal

ance” this year will indeed turn out to be $800,

000,000, and what would it mean? On its face,

it would mean that producers working in the

United States had sent abroad $800,000,000 of

goods in excess of what had been brought over here

in exchange from abroad. This is the “favorable

balance.” Why? Because those producers have

the right to draw against that balance. Then why

don't they do it? For the same reason that the

tenant farmer didn't. The “favorable balance”

is already used up in paying tribute in the form

of ground rents, mineral-deposit royalties, rail

road ground-rents, etc. Our producers get back

none of this $800,000,000 balance, because it is

absorbed in profits upon European investments in

American monopolies.

+

An untold amount in addition is absorbed as

profits on American investments in those same

monopolies; but this doesn't count as a “favor

able balance” with the statistical sinners, because

it “stays at home.” Yet it is the same thing to

the plundered producers—an outgo with no cor

responding income.

+

“Ah, but,” some one explains as to the foreign

balance, “it comes back in gold.” No, it doesn’t ;

nor in silver, either. If it did, the “favorable bal

ance” would be smaller to the extent of the gold

or the silver payments; but if you compare the

imports with the exports of gold and silver, you

will find the “favorable balance” larger instead of

smaller. “What about American expenditures

abroad, then, and freightage charges by foreign

bottoms,” etc., etc.? They would make some re

duction it is true, but not much—possibly 200 or

300 millions; and this would still leave tribute to

the amount of $500,000,000 for the year. It is

the American land-bottoms rather than foreign

ship-bottoms that account for the balance. Have

we overlooked the item of original investments?

Not at all. They have been wiped out by “favor

able balances.” The “favorable balance” runs up

into the hundreds upon hundreds of millions, over

a period of 75 years; and in very few if any of

those years has the balance been the other way,

and then only slightly. The “favorable balance”

has been so great all along, that it leaves little

sign of any substantial investments having been

made at any time. Most of the “favorable bal

ance” is payment for “dead dog.” But isn't there

another explanation ? Isn't the amount of the

balance padded by protected manufacturers who

ship goods to Europe at home prices nominally,

but at enormous discounts actually Doubtless.

But if your statistical sinners fall back upon that

explanation, what becomes of their “favorable bal

ance” ” They would be like the tenant farmer if

he had lied about the magnitude of his boasted

shipments to town. Their balance, whether called

“favorable” or not, would then be nothing but

“hot air.”

+

So all this bragging about our permanent and

growing “favorable balance” of exports over im

ports, is either a collection of false or padded fig

ures, or a record of tribute to foreign investors

who never invested much in what they are now

profiting by. Perhaps we can't help it; possibly

we ought not to try, nor to wish to. But why

brag about a lost pocketbook as if it were a wind

fall Why exploit a repayment that cancels no

debt but flows on like Tennyson's brook forever,

gathering volume as it flows? Why boast of a

loss as if it were a profit Let us be cheerful, of

course, but why be jubilant?

+ +

Reciprocity with Canada.

Regarding President Taft's reciprocity agree

ment with Canada, Senator Cummins took sig

nificant ground in his speech before the Grant Club

at Des Moines a few days before the assembling of

Congress in special session. Declaring himself in

favor of reciprocity with Canada, he criticised the

Taft agreement for its lopsidedness, and his criti

cisms were on solid ground. He went beyond crit

icism, however, promising that he will “insist that

the American farmer be given the benefit of free

trade with Canada in the chief things that he must

buy, at the same time and in the same instrument

that imposes upon him free trade in the things he

produces for sale.” In that promise Senator Cum

mins is also on solid ground—but only in part.

He is on solid ground in demanding free trade

with Canada in the chief things American farmers

must buy. His ground would have been more

solid had he said “all things” instead of “chief

things,” and still more solid had he explained to

the farmers—those that “farm farms” as distin

guished from those that “farm farmers”—that the
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free trade he demands for them can be achieved

regardless of international agreement. If our gov

ernment makes American farmers trade-free to

buy what they want of Canadian producers, the

Canadian government will be forced by home influ

ences to make Canadians trade-free to buy what

they want of American farmers. And therein is

the value, the only value probably, of President

Taft's reciprocity agreement. Adopt it, and the

whole plundering protection system which sepa

rates this country from Canada in the interest of

monopolists in both countries will crumble as sure

ly as a Holland dyke would if so much as a pin

stream were allowed to run through.

+ +

Good Politics.

... “Say nothing, but say it strenuously.”

who's been through our town.

•k k.

An Iniquitous Doctrine.

In the third of our series of letters from China,

in The Public of April 7, there is at page 319 a

brief but pointed reference to the continued im

position by the British government upon the Chi

nese of the opium evil. That opium story, long

and sad and devilish, discloses in simplest form

the utter wickedness of the doctrine of “vested

rights” as opposed to natural rights—to the plain

garden variety of “square deal” if you shy at “nat

ural rights.” When a wicked source of profit is

ºnce recognized by government—the opium trade

by the British government, for instance—the doc

trine of “vested rights” demands that this source

of profit be not cut off by government without full

compensation for prospective profits. Conse

quently, unless the whole people be taxed to com

pensate a few for their loss of a ghoulish commerce,

the ghoulish commerce must continue indefinitely.

*

Guess

Whether its profits are moral, or secured by laws

that foster vice, that sanction slavery, that grind

the poor, that exploit workers nominally free, and

that honeycomb the land with working children's

graves, is all one under the doctrine of “vest

“d rights.” Such vice must continue to be fostered,

those slaves must continue slaves, the poor must

be content to be plundered, workers nominally free

must submit to exploitation and think of God as

having made them for it, and their babes must

be slaughtered—all this, generation after genera

tion in perpetuity, unless at some utopian period

human sympathy animates the prosperous strongly

and widely enough to win their consent to buying

off the aggressors. Such is the doctrine of “vested

rights.” Could a more infamous theory of human

relationships be invented anywhere outside of hell?

+

Property interests, whatever they be, which have

no better defense in law or ethics or morals than

that doctrine of “vested rights,” ought not to sur

vive and cannot survive. With the development

of intelligence those interests will have to go, com

pensation or no compensation. Fathered in the .

past by able and cunning greed, and mothered by

general ignorance, they are maintained today laz

ily by the unthinking and defiantly by the crooked

in thought. With the development of moral and

self-defensive intelligence in the mass, they must

give place to property interests that depend, not

upon the doctrine of vested rights for title, but

upon useful work.

+ 4 +

TOM L.JOHNSON'SPUBLICSERVICE

The public service of this self-consecrated man

whose wasted body has now returned to the earth

whence it came, was in its principal features a

municipal service. Distinctively, he was “Mayor

Tom” of Cleveland.

But the consecration call and his cordial re

sponse occurred long before he became Mayor;

and from that hour steadily until his death—at a

cost, too, that even his most intimate friends

may hardly know—public service was his dream

of the night, his vision of the day, and the work

of his life.

+

Tom L. Johnson served the public when he re

luctantly resumed the money-making career which

his higher call had decided him to abandon, be

cause Henry George advised him that he owed his

faculties in that respect to the cause, uninviting to

almost every man of wealth, which he had

espoused.

He served the public when he joined in the

repugnant game of partisan politics, playing it as

it had to be played, in order that he might in

Congress promote the fortunes of the same cause.

He served the public when in Congress he

brought to light the plutocratic tax regime of the

District of Columbia; when he spurned appeals to

consistency on the floor of the House by denounc

ing Protection as a fraud which, though he prof

ited by it as a business man, he would not stand

for as a Congressman; when he used his Con

gressional “leave to print” for franking Henry

George’s “Protection or Free Trade broadcast, as
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plutocratic Congressmen used theirs for the dis

semination of Protection documents; and when he

challenged defeat for re-election by his reply to a

('leveland labor union which demanded that he

vote for tariff protection on their products, by

telling them candidly that he would not do it and

explaining that their interests as workers could be

best protected not by obstructive tariffs but by free

trade.

He served the public when in the Democratic

national convention of 1892, he originated the

platform declaration that “Republican protection

is a fraud.”—in which he, however, had with native

candor made no partisan reservation.

He served the public in a thousand other ways

before becoming Mayor of Cleveland, ways which

few knew of but himself and of which he in his

modesty could not appreciate the value. It was

all in the day's work with him.

+

But in truth, Tom L. Johnson's greatest public

service was as Mayor of Cleveland,-at any rate

his most distinguished public service, that which

has broadened his fame and is most likely to per

petuate his memory as a statesman.

Not the particular service, however, which in

different eulogists mention in perfunctory obitu

aries or unthinking friends recall with regret.

His struggle for 3-cent fares on street cars was

not in itself his great Cleveland work. As well

eulogize or criticize the builder of a temple for a

new setting-maul he had used, as Tom L. Johnson

for his 3-cent fares. This movement was a means

to an end, and not the end itself. It was a bit

of civic engineering—a bridge, a tunnel, a passage

way from the habitual to the ideal.

By bringing civic ideals at their lowest level

into contact with the most familiar of a people's

daily habits, Mayor Johnson began the cultivation

of that “civic mind,” as Vance Cooke's verse has

named it, which, in the true teaching spirit, he

developed to a point that distinguishes Cleveland

among all the cities of the Union. The voters of

('leveland have learned to think in the mass. “He

changed the habit of thought of half a million peo

ple,” writes Edward W. Doty, one of his trusted

Republican associates of Cleveland, who adds: “We

who live in Cleveland view our own troubles and

our own ambitions from a far different vantage

point than we did ten years ago, and this change

is directly due to the work of Tom Johnson.”

This was the meaning of “Mayor Tom’s” cam

paign for 3-cent car fares. This accounts for his

long struggle, through social and business ostra

cism and the loss of friends whose friendship

snapped under the dollar strain. This it is that

has made that struggle worth its tremendous cost to

him, and given to its incomplete victory the char

acter of a perfect triumph.

His Cleveland movement for 3-cent fares was

but the initial stage of a definite plan in Tom L.

Johnson's thought, for a civic minded city. It was

the primary part of his plan for such a city as

Lincoln Steffens thought he saw in Cleveland

when he wrote of Johnson as “the best Mayor of

the best governed city in the United States;” of

his plan for a city which as a competitor of other

cities and an example for other cities, should

develop through municipal government a civic

mind also for counties and States and the Re

public at large, thereby realizing the truth that

Frederic C. Howe phrased when he wrote of cities

as “the hope of democracy.” It was the beginning

of a work which was to culminate in the fulfill

ment of the prophecy of “Progress and Poverty.”

In all his public service Tom L. Johnson steered

by the chart and the compass that Henry George

had given him.

+

Nor did Johnson conceal his plans in his own

mind. He published them a year before he be

came Mayor of Cleveland, and we republish them

in this issue of The Public. That speech at

Chicago in February, 1900, with Trusts for its

theme, stands not alone as a profession of his

economic faith; it also charts the policy he sub

sequently pursued as Mayor of Cleveland.

The chart does, indeed, broaden out beyond

municipal and into State and national affairs.

but it is nevertheless and altogether his municipal

chart. When he made it he thought perhaps that

public service in respect of each kind of monopoly

he named must be confined to its own sphere—

some of it national, some coincident with State

boundaries, and some of it municipal. With further

experience in public service, however, the conviction

grew upon him that municipal government is the

key to the whole problem of government.

He did mingle in State politics, even to the

extent of becoming a candidate for Governor; but

all this was less to make headway in the State

with reference to State affairs, than to release

Cleveland from State interference in local affairs.

Service in municipal government became his high

est concept of public service.

Did he covet the Democratic nomination for

President 2 In his maturer life he had not the

slightest ambition in that direction. Not for the

Presidency itself, much less for a nomination,
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would he have withdrawn from his sphere of

public service as Mayor of Cleveland.

+

Men say that Tom L. Johnson's work is done.

No, it is not done. Whether in a continuing life

he may promote the public service to which for

twenty-five years he was consecrated, none of us

need now discuss. We may hope, we may trust,

we may believe. If it is so, it is so ; if not, not. Be

it either way, however, of this at least we may be

sure, and by the test alone of the life he lived

in the body, that the group he drew about him in

('leveland, and the individuals elsewhere that he

inspired, do not survive him in vain.

That Cleveland group which sat at Tom L.

Johnson's feet, which learned from him, worked

with him, saw his vision, knew his aspirations for

Cleveland and his reasons and motives and meth

ods,-upon them at any rate a mantle has fallen,

his mantle, which they must not but worthily

wear. No truer memorial of him could they offer

the people of their city, of all cities, of the whole

country, than to take up his program of public

service where at Death's command he laid it down.

Should their memories grow dim, they may turn

to his Chicago speech for guidance. Of their

abilities, that these were proved to him is proof

enough. Their courage and endurance have been

tried, and the fidelity that commanded his con

fidence must discredit itself to be discredited at all.

Tom L. Johnson's pain of body and weariness

of mind and heart are over, but his work is not

done, nor is it ended. Such work so begun can

never end while the world’s workers are in poverty

amidst the abundance which they themselves create

and continually renew. His reply to critics of his

and Harris R. ('ooley's humane administration in

Cleveland with reference to work house unfortu

nates, is in its application as broad as are all the

interests of the human race: “We are not trying to

make money, we are trying to make men.”

News NARRATIVE

The figures in brackets at the ends of paragraphs

refer to volumes and pages of The Public for earlier
information on the same subject.

Week ending Tuesday. April 18, 1911.

Burial of Tom L. Johnson.

Tom L. Johnson's body was buried in Green

wood Cemetery, Brooklyn, N. Y., on the 13th, in

a grave on high ground overlooking a widespread

burial valley and a vista of sea, and within the

shadow of the tombstone of his dearest friend and

mentor—Henry George. [See vol. viii, p. 646; and

current volume, page 345.]

+

There were no formal ceremonies, neither at

the home in Cleveland nor at the burial place in

New York. Proposals from both cities that the

body lie in state had been declined in friendly

spirit, and every temptation to invite a special

display was resisted; but a bare announcement

that the private funeral procession would leave

the Cleveland home at 4 o’clock on the 12th and

go direct to the funeral car, brought out a vast
crowd.

+

The route, three miles or more in length, was

lined on either side with fellow citizens of this

first citizen of Cleveland. It was not a curious

crowd, nor remorseful, nor hysterical, but loving

—such a crowd as would have stirred Tom 11.

Johnson's own affections to the depths could he

have seen it. And it held its place in the misty

rain until the hearse had disappeared. Flags were

at half mast on the houses along the way, and

some were fringed with black.

*

At the home, the Rev. Harris R. Cooley had

read Bible passages, and the Rev. Herbert S.

Bigelow had made a thoughtful prayer. There

was nothing more. The heavy mahogany coffin,

overspread with a pall wrought of flowers, was

then carried to the hearse by Johnson's Cleveland

friends—A. B. du Pont, Newton I). Baker, C. W.

Stage, Frederick II. Goff, Peter Witt, W. Burr

Gongwer, Fred C. Alber, and John N. Stockwell–

and the procession moved to the Lake Shore train,

which left (leveland Wednesday evening and ar

rived in New York Thursday morning.

+.

At New York other pall bearers took the body

in charge. They were William J. Bryan, Henry

George, Jr., Lincoln Steffens, Ben T. Cable, A.

J. Moxham, August Lewis, P. A. Brennan, C.

M. Bates, Frederic C. Howe, and Atlee Pomerone.

A processional journey of an hour or more brought

the body to Greenwood, and to the same spot in

that famous city of the dead where nearly four

teen years ago Tom L. Johnson and Father Me.

Glynn had come together to witness the burial of

George. The cemetery plots of the two families

adjoin. On one rises a tall four-square tapering

monolith of granite, cut with the Johnson name

and surrounded by the graves of Tom L. John

son's father and mother and his brothers; on

the other is Richard George's unique and massive

monument to his father, with his own bronze bust

of his father looking out toward the sea, and here
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are the graves of Henry George and his wife and

daughter. A new grave awaited the coming of

the body of Tom L. Johnson. Before the coffin

was lowered Mr. Cooley made a prayer, and he and

Mr. Bigelow delivered brief addresses. When

these were over the friends dispersed and the

burial was completed.

* †

Address of Herbert S. Bigelow at the Open Grave

of Tom L. Johnson.

. Herbert S. Bigelow’s address at the open grave

of his personal and political friend, delivered ex

temporaneously and with undisguised, almost un

restrained feeling, was as follows:

When, in yonder city by the lake, we saw the

bared heads and eager faces of the mighty throngs

through whose streets we bore the body of our

friend, there came the thought that there, where he

did his work, his body should be left. There is but

one spot of earth that has prior claim. It is here

where his father and his mother lie, and where rests

the friend who was the inspiration of his life.

We speak not of his public service; that is a part

of the history of his country, than which no nobler

chapter ever has been written or ever will be. We

speak not of his private life and character; that is

a story of infinite sweetness and tenderness treas

ured by many hearts. But because we believe that

he would wish it so, we bear a last witness to the

truth for which he lived and died.

He was an honest man, a man of great primal

honesty. Therefore he loved justice. But with that

marvelous mind of his he readily understood that

justice is impossible while men are denied equality

of access to the resources of the earth. Moreover,

he believed that the wise way to secure this basic

justice was the way pointed out by Henry George.

“I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto me.”

Those words are true of any man in whose soul are

born the grand tomorrows and whose valiant spirit

strives with noble sacrifice to bring that better day.

How we feel today the uplifting power of this life!

From here we shall hear the voices calling, calling

to the people in the slums below, calling them to

break the grip of monopoly, to leave the morass of

poverty, to come up to the highlands of hope, to

God's open fields of freedom and fraternity.

There is one word we would write above this

grave. That word is “Victory.” His victory was

no man's defeat. His was the victory of splendid

endowments consecrated to the tireless service of

his fellow men. “Defeat”—this is a word that was

never on his lips, never in his heart. However much

we craved for him honors that the world could give,

we know now that there is no honor, no victory of

an hour, that could add to his eternal glory.

He knew that every truth is born in a manger; that

it is nursed in poverty; that it is unrecognized at

first save by the few wise men; that by the mob it

may be despised and rejected; nay, even crucified,

dead and buried, as the world may think. But he

knew also that if it is God's truth it will have its

resurrection from the grave and be written yet into

the hearts and laws of men.

In honor to his memory we must believe—we

dare not doubt—that from these two graves a new

republic shall arise—a republic founded upon the

truths of Henry George and inspired by the example

of Tom Loftin Johnson, his beloved disciple and his

friend.

+ +

Address of Harris R. Cooley at the Open Grave

of Tom L. Johnson.

The Rev. Harris R. Cooley's address at the

open grave of his personal and political friend

and parishioner, delivered extemporaneously and

with intense feeling manifestly suppressed, was as

follows:

In our bereavement we again enter the tender

fellowship of the common sorrow of the human

family. We are children crying in the night, and we

cannot understand the mysteries of death, nor the

mysteries of life. In the presence of so great a

grief, the deepest things which are in our hearts

cannot be spoken. .

The renewed life of nature is all about us, the

birds have returned, the grass is growing on the

hillsides, the flowers are blossoming in the valley,

the leaves are coming on the trees, as though God

were saying to us by a thousand voices, “My chil

dren, you were made to live and not to die.” Be

yond every winter of storm and tempest and death,

is the springtime of life and growth and peace. We

place flowers on the casket of our dead, not only as

tokens of our love, but as messengers of our hope.

Jesus gives his word of comfort, “Let not your heart

be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” He came to

teach us how to live abundantly and bravely this

common human life. According to his words, the

higher life comes to men by ministry and service

to the poor, the stranger, the sick and the impris

oned.

In the midst of a brilliant business career, there

came to Mr. Johnson, through Henry George's teach

ing, a vision of the possibility of this earth becoming

a place of opportunity, freedom and comfort for all;

a vision of the kingdom of God coming into this

world with a chance for a full human life for every

child of man. And he “was not disobedient to the

heavenly vision.” The great Apostle in chains

stood before King Agrippa explaining the motives of

his misunderstood life. He tells the King that he has

simply obeyed the vision which came to him. The

glory and pomp of the King has long since been for

gotten and he is known in history only because

there once stood in his presence a despised prisoner

who was not disobedient to his heavenly vision. This

obedience to his vision, this devotion to the common

good, is the only explanation of Tom L. Johnson's

life and work.

He himself was more than the sum of all the things

he did. For nearly thirty years I have known him

in his home, in business, in public life. One of his

chief characteristics was cheerfulness. His smile

was not superficial, but was the genuine expression

of the glad, happy soul of one who had a hopeful at

titude to life. He believed in men. The surface

distinctions of wealth and dress meant so little to

him. Some of his friends were in humble walks.

He met them not with any feeling of condescension.

but as his fellowmen with whom he was glad to
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have the fellowship of the common life. Even the

newsboys called him by his first name as though he

was their friend, and he was. He was generous to

his enemies as well as to his friends. His heart

was very tender, but very courageous. He was the

bravest man I have ever known. Even his bitterest

enemies never accused Mr. Johnson of being afraid.

And he possessed a wonderful mind. He seemed to

be able to comprehend almost instantly a financial

proposition, a municipal problem, or a question of

sociology. What other men had to think out by

laborious processes, he seemed to see and feel al

most intuitively. He rendered his judgments quick

ly, and with great frankness and clearness.

His largest public service to the future of hu

manity will be his work for the Henry George move

ment, to which he devoted his life. His direct serv

ices to the city of Cleveland are seen in many defi

nite achievements; but, more than all these, is the

new public spirit, the growing consciousness, which

he inspired. It has brought to our municipality a

larger vision, and started it on a broader pathway.

I cannot forbear to speak of what this life of

service did for Mr. Johnson himself. When he sur

rendered the mayor's office after nine years of bit

ter conflict and struggle, and of deep personal sor

row, he declared that these strenuous years had been

his best and happiest. His ambition was “to do a full

day's work before the Sunset of his life.” There

came to him greatness of character through service.

If he had become a money king, his worth might

now be expressed in dollars. Today his worth to

the world can only be expressed in terms of life.

Those of us who knew him will miss his genial

greetings, his glad fellowship, and the helpfulness

of his presence. Words cannot express the joyous

ness, the tenderness and the inspiration of his com

panionship with his intimate friends. David's lament

is ours: “How are the mighty fallen in the midst of

battle! I am distressed for thee, my brother; very

pleasant hast thou been unto me; thy love to me

was wonderful, passing the love of women.” We lay

him tenderly away by the side of his father and his

mother and his friend, Henry George, the prophet

and giver of his vision. As we stand in simple si

lence by his last resting place, we bring to him the

tribute of our love.

But here we ourselves are born again of his spirit

to a new devotion to the cause for which he gave his

life. We cannot rest until the dawning of the com

ing day when in this land of ours, man is placed

above mammon, and the right to life is more than

the right to things, until the kingdom of justice and

human brotherhood shall come on this earth among

the children of men.

* +

Resume of Tom L. Johnson's Career.

Descended from a Kentucky pioneer. a Vir

ginian and the father of Vice-President Richard

M. Johnson, Tom Loftin Johnson was born on the

Vice-President's old plantation near Georgetown,

Kentucky, July 18, 1854. His father, a wealthy

Mississippi slaveholder at the breaking out of

the Civil War, found himself at its close the head

of an impoverished family. Tom L. Johnson,

then hardly eleven years old, raised money for

the immediate needs of the family by means of a

special privilege for the sale of newspapers on a

railroad train. This experience taught him the ini

portance of special privileges for money making
purposes, and furnished a setting of economic

wisdom for the career of civic patriotism to which

the last twenty-five years of his life were almost

exclusively given.
+

In the winter of 1869 he began working in a

rolling mill, but by summer he had embarked in

the street car enterprises with which he was always

afterwards identified. Beginning in Louisville, he

went to Indianapolis, then to Cleveland, and finally

to Brooklyn, New York. He married Margaret

Johnson, also a descendant of the father of the

old Vice-President. She and two children, Loftin

and Elizabeth, and three grandchildren, survive

him.

+

Through reading “Social Problems” and “Prog

ress and Poverty” in the early 80's, Tom L. John

son became a disciple and an intimate friend of

Henry George. He helped in the George cam

paigns for Mayor of New York in 1886 and for

Secretary of State in 1887, and managed the

George campaign in Greater New York ten years

later. Meanwhile he had run in Cleveland four

‘mes for Congress. Defeated in 1888, he was

elected in 1890 and 1892, and was defeated again

in 1894. In Congress he voted for the Maguire

single tax bill, tried unsuccessfully to get Presi

dent ("loveland to veto the emasculated Wilson

tariff bill, and made George’s “Protection or Free

Trade” a frankable public document. He was a

prominent participant in the first Single tax Con

ference—held in New York in 1890. Together

with August Lewis he made the writing of Henry

George’s “Science of Political Economy” possi

ble; and largely through his support the Cleveland

Recorder and The (Chicago) Public were sus

tained, the former from 1895 to 1898, and the lat

ter from 1898 to 1908. His personal interest in

The Public continued till the close of his life.

When in 1909 Joseph Fels founded the Fels Fund

for putting the Single Tax in operation somewhere

in the United States within five years, Tom L.

Johnson was made treasurer, with Daniel Kiefer

as clairman, and until his death he co-operated

heartily in promoting the work of this organiza

tion. At Mr. Kiefer's suggestion, the great George

Johnson medalion by Richard (i.eorge was pre

sented to Johnson at New York on Decoration

Day a year ago, at a meeting in honor of his pub

lic services at which he was the guest; and at the

Fels Fund meeting at New York in November of

last year. Mr. Johnson was especially useful in the

deliberations both at open meetings and in cont

mittee work.

+

In 1901 he was elected Mayor of Cleveland,
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again in 1903, again in 1905, and finally in 1907.

!)efeat came at the election of 1909. I lis story

from his first election as Mayor to the day of his

death is the story of Cleveland. It may well loom

large in the story of municipal government

throughout the United States, for he set Cleve

land on a hill as a city with a civic mind.

+

During nearly all that time Tom L. Johnson

carried heavy loads in addition to his official re

sponsibilities—loads of responsibility from obliga

tion, from affection, from sympathy, and from civic

conscience—the burden of which few even among

his closest friends appreciated. The tremendous

mental strain of bearing those complicated re

sponsibilites brought on the incurable disease—

cirrhosis of the liver—of which he died; and in

the midst of it all, he suffered what was to him

the least of his misfortunes, the loss of his wealth.

+

Signs of physical breakdown were obvious in

1908, and they grew worse. In 1909, however,

he seemed better; and though weaker in the win

ter of 1910, outward signs of recovery were prom

ising. There was an appearance of improvement

in the summer, and this had grown at the beginning

of the present year. But his suffering from pain

was intense all through those many months, and

whatever others thought, he knew that he was

dying. He knew it months ago; he antic

ipated it years ago. As the signs of its

coming increased, he increased the inten

sity of his work for the realization of his

ideals. Even upon his deathbed, he brought his

will to bear as his physician asked him to, until a

few days before the end. Then he begged off with

his physician, and made no further effort to live.

Knowing that any revival of his strength would be

only temporary, that it would not serve him in his

public work, and that the painfully wearisome

experience must come again if he lived through

this crisis, he said his goodbyes and went his way.

•k

Stricken on the 16th of March, Mr. Johnson

lost consciousness on the 9th of April soon after

midnight, and died on the 10th at 8:47 in the

evening. Until this loss of consciousness his mind,

except in sleep and occasional lapses into uncon

sciousness toward the end, was as clear throughout

all the period of his physical decline, from the first

to the end, as it had been in his most vigorous

years. His last words before finally losing con

sciousness were, “I’m so happy”; and not long

before, in acknowledgment of the devotion of his

nurses, he said: “I am sorry for the sick who do

not have the friendly care and attention that I

have received.”

At his bedside through his closing illness and

at his burial at the last, was James Tyler, a man

not far from his own age, who had been his coll

stant personal attendant for many years—a person

al servant in name and function but in fact a per

sonal friend. Mr. Tyler came of a race of slaves,

Mr. Johnson of a family of slave owners; but

Johnson was a democrat of the kind that ignore

distinctions of race and class. With him as with

Thomas Jefferson, all men are equal in rights.

It was with no condescension on one side nor scr

vility on the other, but with genuine respect on

both, that these two companions were friends. Be

sides their personal ties, each was drawn to the

other by the magnetism of a common faith ; for

Johnson had shown to Tyler, and Tyler too had

seen, the vision that stirred the thought and

kindled the eloquence of Henry George.

+ +

Bryan on Johnson.

William J. Bryan, who cancelled his speaking

engagement at the Indianapolis meeting of Demo

crats at which Governor Wilson spoke, in order to

serve as a pall bearer in New York at the burial of

Tom L. Johnson on the 13th, was reported from

Washington on the 11th as saying of Johnson:

“He was one of the noblest spirits whom it had

been my privilege to associate myself with, and 1

regard his death as a great loss to the cause of real

Democracy. His unselfish interest in public

questions, and his untiring zeal in an effort to se

cure remedial legislation, put him in the front rank

as a public man. His death will bring sorrow into

a multitude of homes, but his life will continue

to be an inspiration for generations to come.”

+ +

Tom L. Johnson Memorial in Congress.

In the House of Representatives on the 11th,

Representative Howland, Republican, from Tom

L. Johnson's Congressional district, the 21st Ohio,

offered the following resolution, which is known

as “House Resolution No. 52” :

Resolved, That the House has heard with regret

of the death of the Hon. Tom L. Johnson, of Cleve

land, Ohio, a former distinguished member of this

House, and hereby extends its sympathy to his fam

ily. In his death the country has lost one of its

foremost citizens.

The following colloquy between Congressmen IIow

land. Henry and Mann, the latter the Republican

leader of the House, thereupon occurred, as re

ported at page 16 of the Congressional Record:

Mr. Howland.—Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con

Sent for the adoption of the resolution.

Mr. Mann.-Mr. Speaker, reserving the right to

object, I would like to ask the gentleman from Ohio

whether there is any precedent for this?

Mr. Howland.—I do not know whether there is any

precedent for it or not. I think it is a matter in

place, and proper at this time.

Mr. Mann.-I shall not object to this resolution,
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but if this is to become the fashion—and setting a

precedent is liable to cause it to become a fashion

—I shall object to the next and succeeding resolu

tions of this character.

Mr. Henry of Texas.—As I understan:l it, the

gentleman was a member of this House at one time.

Mr. Mann.—Certainly.

Mr. Henry of Texas.-And I think we can well

confine it to members and ex-members.

Mr. Mann.—I think we can well confine it to mem

ters. They all pass away in the course of time, and

if it becomes so that it is a slight if the resolution is

1:ot offered, then, every time, the friends of a de

ceased ex-member will have to see that a resolution

is offered.

Then follows in the Record the action of the House

upon the resolution:

The Speaker. Is there objection to the conside-ra

tion of the resolution ? [After a pause.] The Chair

hears none. The question is on agreeing to the

resolution.

The question was taken, and the resolution was

agreed to.

+ +

Permanent Memorial to Tom L. Johnson.

The Cleveland Press, immediately following

Tom L. Johnson's death, opened its columns to

subscriptions for a Tom L. Johnson memorial

fund, starting the subscription with its own con

tribution of $250, and offering to receive subscrip

tions to the fund from all parts of the country,

and in any amount large or small. No particular

form of memorial was suggested by the Press, but

it announced the appointment of the following

“Tom L. Johnson Memorial Fund ('ommittee’’:

Newton I). Iłaker, Frederick H. Goff, Harris R.

Cooley, Thomas G. Fitzsimons, W. B. Gongwer,

Samuel Doerfler, Charles W. Stage, Herman

Schmidt, Peter Witt, Daniel E. Leslie and Max S.

Hayes. Having effected a temporary organization

by the selection of these temporary officers: New

ton D. Baker (chairman). Herman Schmidt

(vice-chairman), Chas. W. Stage (secretary) and

F. H. Goff (treasurer), this committee issued the

following preliminary plan, which sympathetic

papers throughout the United States, Canada and

other countries are requested to copy or summar

IZe:

First: An enlargement of the committee.

lowed by permanent organization.

Second : The collection of funds for the erection

of a suitable Memorial of the Services of Tom L.

Johnson to mankind and especially to the City of

Cleveland and its people. The form of the Memorial

will be determined with reference to the amount of

money contributed, but the Committee will seek to

have it symbolize the beliefs to which Tom L. Johnson

devoted his life. For the present, contributions may

be sent to the Treasurer of the Committee, Mr. F. H.

Goff, Cleveland Trust Company, to whom the funds

already collected by The Cleveland Press and others

have been turned over. Contributions sent to any of

the newspapers or to any member of the Committee

fol

will be handed to the Treasurer and acknowledged

through the public press.

Third : The Committee will provide for the holding

of a Memorial Meeting, to be held in one of the

parks, so that the people of Cleveland will have an

opportunity to pay their respects to the memory of

this beloved and departed leader. Since it is to be

an open air meeting, the date will probably be in the

latter part of May.

+ +

In Congress.

The Canadian reciprocity bill was formally laid

before the House on the 14th. (See current vol

ume, p. 346.)
+

A bill requiring publicity of campaign accounts

to be made both before and after elections—the

Rucker bill—passed the House on the 14th without

a dissenting vote. (See vol. xi, pp. 225, 366, 391,

656; vol. xii, p. 697.)

+

The Constitutional amendment providing for

the election of Senators by direct vote of the

people, was adopted by the House on the 13th by

296 to 16. Among the members recorded as voting

in the negative were McDermott (Democrat), Can

non (Republican) and Mann (Republican leader)

of Illinois, McCall (Republican) of Massachusetts,

and Utter (Republican) of Rhode Island. On the

14th Mr. McDermott chanored the record of his

vote, explaining that he had answered “no” on roll

call. The vote stands therefore as 297 to 15. (See

current volume, p. 350.)

+ +

Mexican Revolution Impinges on United States

Territory.

The Mexican insurrectionists captured the city

of Agua JPrieta from the Federals on the 18th, af

ter fierce fighting. Agua Prieta lies contiguous

to the American city of Douglas in Arizona, the

boundary between Mexico and the United States

being their only dividing line. During the battle

bullets flew over the the boundary line, and after

two Americans had been killed and many had been

wounded, American troops crossed the border and

stopped the fighting. While the battle was on

some thirty of the Federal troops fled to the Amer

ican side and were disarmed and taken in charge

by the American troops. Dead and wounded of

both Federals and revolutionists were taken to

Douglas. President Taft on the 14th notified the

Mexican Government and also the insurrectionary

leaders at Agua Prieta that in future battles no

bullets must cross the frontier. Nevertheless when

on the 17th a large Federal force attacked the in

surrectos' position at Agua Prieta, a half of the

town of Douglas came under Federal fire, and the

Federals used as a firing shelter an adobe slaughter

house to the east of Douglas on the international
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boundary, but nearly all on the American side of

it. During this day's fighting seven residents of

Douglas were wounded and American troops

guarding the frontier had to seek shelter. The

Federals finally withdrew from the attack in good

order, leaving the revolutionists still in possession

of the city ; but before morning the revolutionists,

finding themselves entirely out of ammunition.

hastily abandoned the city, going off toward the

mountains, and calling to American observers that

they would come back when they had supplied

themselves with cartridges.

•k. •F

Land Value Taxation in Denmark.

With the aid of specially appointed experts, the

official rating council for Denmark has completed

preliminary arrangements for making experimental

valuations of land in various places throughout the

country. The experts are N. Neergaard (minister

of finance), Marcus Rubin (general director of

finance), M. Reimuth, S. Berthelsen (a leading

single taxer), Professor Opperman, P. Bjerre and

Dr. P. Munch (members of the Rigsdag), P.

Bentzon (inspector of lands), and M. Nielsen (a

master mason). For rural regions the principle

of valuation agreed upon is to consider agriculture

as the type of industry, and average-size farms as

standards of value; for town valuations, the Som

ers system (already demonstrated by a trial valua

tion of the town of Hasley) is adopted. No method

of appraising forest land values is yet reported, the

subject being understood to present special diffi

culties. [See current vol., p. 224.

+ +

Land Value Taxation in New Zealand.

Gisborne, a municipality of New Zealand

(North Island), has recently adopted land value

taxation for local purposes under the New Zealand

local option law. The election, which came off on

the 2nd of February, resulted in an affirmative

vote of 474, the negative being only 27.9—an af

firmative majority of 195. Explaining the result

in the “Land and Labour” department of the New

Zealand Times, of Wellington (issue of February

15), Arthur Withey, general secretary of the New

Zealand Land Values League, writes:

The area of Gisborne is unusually large for a bor

ough of its population, but the bulk of the land is

withheld from use by speculators, with the result

that prices rule artificially high, and it is only with

the greatest difficulty that the average working man

can obtain a section on which to build a home. And,

when he has bought, in the great majority of cases

his capital is so depleted by the outlay that he can

not, for some time at least, afford to build. And all

the time he is paying rates [local taxes]—though

because he pays them indirectly, he is not recognized

as a ratepayer—paying rates for himself, and, in

large part, for the land speculator, too, while the

speculator's land is steadily increasing in value with

the growth of the town and with the expenditure

of rates and loan money on public works and pub

lic services. Undoubtedly, if indirect rate payers

as well as direct rate payers had had votes

the ratings on land values would have been

carried by a much greater majority. But the

significance of the victory for the new system of

rating is all the greater, seeing that those voting

were for the most part land owners. The issue was

thus mainly between land owners (large and small)

with highly improved properties, and land specula

tors and dog-in-the-manger monopolists who will

neither use their land themselves nor let anybody

else do so. The contest was conducted by the mem.

bers of the Gisborne Labor party, prominent among

whose most active workers were Councillor Jackson,

Mr. Percy Andrew, Mr. Arthur Richards and Mr.

John Hall (secretary)—as earnest and zealous a body

of men as I have ever had the pleasure of co-operat

ing with. Councillor Darton also strongly supported

the proposed rating system. Both the local papers

opposed the measure, but they reported our open-air

and other meetings fairly, and freely opened their

correspondence columns to arguments for and

against. The advocates of the rating on unimproved

values were able to show that in 1886 the population

of Gisborne was 2,210; and in 1896, 3,826; while to

day it is estimated at practically 7,000; and that,

whereas the unimproved value of Gisborne in 1891

was £148,511 only, it is now £1,122,732. They ar

gued that this enormous increase in value was due

to the great growth of the borough and to public

expenditure out of rates and loans on public services

and public improvements. And they claimed that

this value thus produced by the community as a

whole should be rated for public purposes, instead

of rating improvements and thereby discouraging the

expenditure of labor and capital in beautifying the

town and extending its trade and industry and also

robbing and penalizing the improver in the interest

of the land speculator. Gisborne has just borrowed

£175,000 for sewerage, lighting, tramways, water

supply, road improvements, etc.; and the reform

party were able to show from the advertisements

of the land agents—“prices rise on formation of

road,” “gas mains will serve the property,” “town

water supply,” “near the proposed tram route,”

etc.—that all such expenditure materializes in in

creased land values, and that land values, therefore,

should bear the burden of such expenditure. The

opposition had absolutely no answer to this.

For local taxes, called “rates,” nearly 75 taxing

bodies in New Zealand are now operating under

the system of land value taxation. [See vol. xiii,

pp. 1023, 1043, 1085.]

TNEws NotEST

==

—Carter H. Harrison took office as Mayor of Chi

cago on the 17th. [See current volume, pp. 321,

339.]

—The great landscape artist, William Keith, died

at his home at Berkeley, Cal., on the 13th at the

age of 72.

—Destructive cyclonic storms were reported on the

12th and 13th from Oklahoma, Hansas and Missouri.
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About 30 dead are reported, with many more in

jured.

—Walter L. Fisher was confirmed as Secretary

of the Interior by the Senate on the 17th. [See

current volume, pp. 226, 242.] -

—Margaret A. Haley of Chicago is reported to

have gone on the 16th to Cincinnati to assist in a

campaign of women's clubs there against tax dodgers.

-The 83d annual meeting of the American Peace

Society will be held in Baltimore at the time of the

third National Peace Congress. Both bodies open

on May 4. [See current volume, p. 181.]

—Johan Hansson, a distinguished leader in the

single tax movement in Sweden, as president of the

Economic Freedom League, returned to Sweden on

the 15th after spending the winter at Stanford Uni

versity. [See vol. xii, p. 1158.]

—Henry Denman Thompson, creator of the drama

called “The Old Homestead” in which he played be

fore audiences all over the United States during a

period of over twenty-five years, died at his home in

West Swanzey, N. H., on the 14th.

—A public hearing before a legislative committee

of Rhode Island was had on the 12th on the pro

posed Constitutional amendment authorizing initia

tion by the people, on 10 per cent petitions, of

amendments to the State Constitution.

—Private detectives from Chicago having been

imported to Muscatine by employers in connection

with the pearl button lockout there, the sheriff noti

fied the Governor that rioting was imminent, and

the Governor ordered four regiments of militia to

Muscatine. [See current volume, p. 349.]

—Under the auspices of the Democratic League

of Clubs, a Jefferson day banquet with 1,300 guests

and 500 ladies as gallery spectators came off at In

dianapolis on the 13th, with Governor Wilson of

New Jersey and Governor Marshall of Indiana among

the speakers. A letter was read from Wm. J. Bryan,

whose absence was caused by his attendance at the

funeral of Tom L. Johnson.

—The Senatorial deadlock in Iowa was broken

on the 12th by the election of William S. Kenyon

(Republican) as United States Senator to fill the

Dolliver vacancy, occupied by Lafayette Young by

appointment. The election was accomplished on the

67th ballot, by 85 for Kenyon, 19 for Deemer (Re

publican), and 51 for Porter (Democrat). [See cur

rent volume, pp. 81, 107, 157.]

—Isaac Harris and Max Blanck, owners of the

Triangle Waist Company of New York, whose fac

tory was destroyed by fire March 25, with a loss of

146 lives, were indicted on the 11th by the grand

jury, charged with manslaughter in the first and

second degrees. On the 17th both men were held

responsible by the coroner's jury for the death of

one of the employes whose escape was cut off by

a locked door. [See current volume, p. 302.]

+ + +

The earth cannot be anyone's property; it cannot

be bought or sold any more than water, air or sun

shine. All have an equal right to the advantages

It gives to men.—Leo Tolstoy. “Resurrection.”

making them his own.

PRESS OPINIONS

Tom L. Johnson.

Boston Traveler (ind.), Apr. 10.-Never in Amer

ica, perhaps, has there been so big, buoyant and

dominating a personality at the head of a city gov

ernment. He earned the title, “The best Mayor of

the best governed city in America,” and the title yet

remains unchallenged. That is glory enough. And

he made enemies—legions of them. The exploiters

of the people still hate him, and well-meaning folk

who shrink from innovation and look backward in

stead of forward still scowl at the mention of his

name. But he also made legions of friends; and

these friends are sad now at the passing of so big

and brave a man.

+

Will Maupin's (Lincoln, Neb.) Weekly, Apr. 14.—

A man of high ideals, he fought for them with all

the earnestness and zeal of a crusader; a reformer in

the best sense of the term, he led against odds that

would have daunted a less intrepid leader. A busi

ness man and one who knew “big business" from

the inside, he laid aside his business affairs to lend

himself to the cause of the people. . . . Like all oth

ers who attempt reforms, he was reviled by those he

assailed and doubted by those for whom he was

fighting. But he never retreated before the one nor

gave up his efforts in behalf of the latter.

+

The (New York) Nation (ind.), April 13.-His

great aim was to bring about an entire change in

the attitude of the people toward public-utilities cor

porations, and in this he won a success which noth

ing can dim. Mayor Johnson was, indeed, a leader

in what we can now see to be a revolution effected.

The old conception of an indifferent public on the

one hand, and scheming and overbearing companies

on the other, has passed away almost completely.

. He deserves to be thought of as one of the

earliest and most successful to enter upon the great

work of renovating the public life of American cities.

*

Los Angeles Express (Rep.), April 12.-Abused and

vilified by the capitalistic press to the last limit of

indecency, Tom Johnson, after years spent in bat

tling for the rescue of the people from the greed of

corporations, died in Cleveland, Ohio, Monday night,

with a smile on his lips and courage in his stead

fast heart. . . . There was nothing for Tom John.

son to gain by espousing the people's interests and

There was, indeed, much to

lose, and he lost much. He was rich and died poor.

Had he been content to serve money with the same

single-hearted zeal wherewith he served the people,

he could easily have multiplied his dollars. But,

once convinced of the righteousness of the policies

he adopted, he gave to them all that he had—for

tune, labor and life.

+ + +

Beware of the man whose God is in the skies.—

George Bernard Shaw.
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God hath said, “Rest.” The busy hands must rest.

The arms that lifted up so many loads

For others fainting under heavy goads,

Must lay one burden down. God's will is best.

In fingers eloquent of ceaseless toil,

Enclose the faultless lilies of success.

Roses, blood red, shall serve them as a foil,

Token the heart's rich store of tenderness.

Above,-the song of birds among the leaves;

Afar, the sound of waves upon the shore;

Below, the silence of those folded hands.

Yet do they not, unbound, in larger lands,

Fulfil a mightier mission than before,

Reaping the aftermath of garnered sheaves?

GERTRUDE COLLES.

+ 4 +

TOM L., JOHNSON'S PROGRAM.

Address of Tom L. Johnson at the National Anti

Trust Conference, Chicago Auditorium, Feb

ruary 13, 1900. In this Speech, Mr. John

son Outlined the Principles that Gov

erned Him Throughout His Subse

quent Public Career.”

The evils of trusts are real. But those who

complain of them seldom define their grievances

clearly, and still less often perceive the efficient

causes which are at work. The result is that great

confusion of thought is manifested, and a bewil

dering variety of conflicting and chimerical reme

dies are proposed.

Business Combinations.

One of the most prevalent notions is that com

*This address is reprinted from the official Report of the

National Anti-Trust Conference, held at Chicago, Febru

ary 12-14, 1900. That report, now out of print, was pub

lished by George S. Bowen & Son, Unity Building, Chicago,

the junior member being George E. Bowen, now a resi

dent of Elgin, Ill. The evening mass meeting at which

Tom L. Johnson spoke, was called to order by William

Prentiss of Chicago, and was presided over by M. L. Lock

wood of Pennsylvania. The other speakers were Attorney

General Frank S. Monett of Ohio, George Fred Williams of

Massachusetts, Samuel M. Jones, Mayor of Toledo, John

Sherwin Crosby of New York, John P. Altgeld of Illinois,

and John J. Lentz of Ohio. Among the other distinguished

attendants upon this Conference who participated in its

deliberations, were Gov. Andrew E. Lee of South Dakota,

Herbert S. Bigelow . of Cincinnati, Bolton Hall and Con

gressman William Sulzer of New York, C. J. Buell of

Minnesota, General James B. Weaver of Iowa, Moses C.

Wetmore of St. Louis, Helen M. Gougar of Indiana, Jerry

Simpson of Kansas, E. Quincy Norton of Alabama, George

H. Shibley of Washington, Warren Worth Bailey of Penn

sylvania, W. D. P. Bliss of Massachusetts, John Z. White,

Millard F. Bingham, Franklin H. Wentworth and R. W.

Boddinghouse of Chicago, Prof. John R. Commons, Prof.

Edward W. Bemis and Prof. Thomas E. Will.

bination is in itself an evil, or that it necessarily

results in evil. It is said that combinations of

men and aggregations of capital, if not absolutely

prohibited by law, ought to be regulated and re

stricted, and more specifically it is said that the

law allows too much freedom for corporate com

binations. Others again say that competition is at

fault, and they would have the law interfere and

by regulation and restriction force men to act as

it is conceived they ought to act.

With all this I have no sympathy. It is plain

to my mind that competition is the natural order

among free men, and that immense benefits to the

whole community result therefrom. Not the least

of the benefits is the fact that competition under

proper conditions results in combinations of indi

viduals and aggregations of their capital and their

abilities. In this way enterprises can be under

taken which otherwise would be impracticable,

waste is prevented, functions are specialized, in

formation necessary for the highest business de

velopment is obtained, every advance in knowledge

becomes available and opportunities are furnished

for the various kinds of natural ability.

We have no right to say that competition, or

combination and aggregation are in themselves

evil or that they necessarily produce evils, so long

as we have had no experience of a social organiza

tion where it is possible to have competition and

combination and aggregation free and unrestricted.

Our laws now, by restrictions and by direct grants,

give some men advantages which others do not en

joy, and this has always heretofore been the case

in every country and in every kind of civilization

that has existed. In my view, the evils, of which

there is such loud complaint, are due to the re

strictions created and the special privileges grant

ed by law, and the true remedy for the evils will

be found in removing the restrictions and in abol

ishing the special privileges.

Special Privileges.

A slight consideration of certain very obvious

facts is all that is necessary to show to the mind of

any reasonable man that existing evils are not

caused by the right of men to combine either as in

dividuals or as corporations, but that they do

spring from some other causes. How, is it possible

for any unfair advantage to be gained by the mere

right to organize corporations under a general cor

poration law authorizing three or more men to be

&ome a corporation and carry on business in that

capacity? A company owning and operating a

line of canal boats or steamships, no matter how

extensive, could not fix arbitrary and excessive

rates, or otherwise control transportation, sº long

as the same number of other men, merely by, ex

ecuting and filing a paper and by aggregating their

capitaj, could compete with them. On the other

hand, a company which by law possesses some P.V.

ileges which other men cannot get, is in a position
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largely to fix rates and exercise a great control over

transportation.

It is the special privilege given by law which

confers the advantage on one of denying the com

petition of others, and which produces the evil of

excessive or discriminating rates. This evil would

exist in quite as great a degree if the privilege

were conferred upon a partnership or upon a sin

gle man, and it must be plain to everybody that

the right of incorporation or the right of combina

tion and aggregation has nothing to do with the

evil. Just to the extent that the law imposes re

strictions on some men and not on others; just to

the extent that the law grants special privileges to

some which others cannot have, will the public

suffer from the evils of trusts.

Everybody who has had an opportunity to ob

serve the formation of a syndicate for the promo

tion of a new enterprise knows very well the great

influence which the consideration of special ad

vantages has. You have to show the amount of

capital invested, and needed for further invest

ment. You have to show the earning power, both

by what has been done in the past and by what

may reasonably be expected. But this is not

enough. Unless you can show some special advan

tage which the organization which you seek to

form will have over other organizations that may

be formed in the same way, you will find very

great difficulty in making the combination. And

on the other hand, the more certain and clear you

can make it appear that there will be special ad

vantages, the more easily and quickly will the

combination be formed. If we change the laws so

that it will be impossible for some men to acquire

these kinds of advantages over others, we shall

have removed all, or substantially all, of the evils

of trusts that are now complained of.

What are the restrictions and the special privil

eges against which commerce and industry now

struggle so vigorously There are many of them,

but substantially all may, I think, be grouped, in

the inverse order of importance, in the following

five classes: Patent monopolies, municipal mon

opolies, transportation monopolies, taxation mon

opolies, and land monopolies.

Patent Monopolies.

The policy of encouraging and rewarding in

ventors by the grant of monopolics, openly avowed

in the ('onstitution of the United States, is the last

distinct survival of a policy which once had a very

much wider application, and which, in every other

case, has been abandoned because it was recognized

to be unsound. At one time it was common enough

to reward public service of almost any kind by the

grant of a trade monopoly. Soldiers in war were

tempted by the prospect of such a grant and often

got it as the result of a victorv. Statesmen were

tempted and were often rewarded in the same way

for services to the State, or services to their party.

Now this is universally recognized to be an error.

The patent monopolies are supported by the

argument that they encourage inventions and de

velopment of the useful arts. I do not believe that

they really have this effect. On the contrary, they

cut off from us the opportunity to take immediate

advantage of the world's inventions; they exert up

on many men an influence as baneful as the most

corrupt lottery, by tempting them from regular

work and useful occupations; and they interfere

with what, in my judgment, is the natural devel

opment of invention. Useful inventions come nat

urally, and almost inevitably, as the next neces

sary step in industrial evolution. Most of them

are never patented, or attempted to be patented.

The patents that are granted interfere with the

natural development.

The simple remedy is to repeal the patent laws

which would at once limit this particular form of

governmental favor to not more than seventeen

years, being the life of the longest existing patent.

lf inventors must be rewarded, would it not be

better to pay them a bounty than to continue a

system productive of so much evil? We could

measure accurately in dollars at least the cost of

the folly.

Municipal Monopolies.

Consider next municipal monopolies. They con

sist of rights and special privileges in the public

streets and highways which, in the nature of the

‘ase, cannot be possessed by all the people, and

an only be enjoyed by a few. A constant strug

gle goes on to obtain such privileges, with the

result of wrecking and retarding for a long time

necessary public improvements. Rival claimants

not strong enough to obtain what they want, often

succeed in checkmating each other at the expense

of denying to the public needed advantages. Only

a very slight observation of, and reflection upon,

the needs of people crowded together in a city, as to

facility of moving about, as to communication, as

to supply of water, as to supply of artificial light,

is needed to satisfy any candid man that such

businesses are in their nature monopolistic. In

other words, they can be best carried on, with the

best results to the public, under a single manage

ment and with a single consistent policy.

Where competition prevails in such businesses,

almost invariably the public service is inefficient

and defective. Wherever there is unity, the con

dition of things is much better. My proposition

on this subject is to enlarge the functions of mu

nicipalities so that the means of transportation

and communication, and the supply of water and

light, shall be furnished by public authority and

not by private enterprise, and extend this princi

ple to its logical result of taking under public

administration all businesses which require the

grant of any special right or privilege.

We have already started on this road, and made

considerable progress. In many cities the water

supply is a public business; in some cities gas and
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electric light are manufactured and furnished by

public authority; in many cities of Europe and

Australia street railroads are owned and operated

by the public. Why not go on in this direction

till there shall be no more private property in

special grants or franchises, and till all business

requiring such grants shall be carried on by the

municipalities? Under present conditions the

adoption of this policy would require the taking

over by the public only of the water, gas, electric

light and power supply, the telephone and street

railroads. The evils which a great many people

fear as likely to arise from enlarging the scope of

the functions of municipalites are trivial in com

parison with the evils which are inseparable from

the present system. As long as the great rewards

which these monopolies offer to private enterprises

are possible, your industries will be hampered, your

politics will be corrupted by bribery and fraud,

and your people will have to pay unnecessarily high

prices for these kinds of service, and they will be

subjected to daily and hourly inconvenience and

vexation, owing to the poor quality of the service.

I would not advocate any disregard of existing

rights, or any confiscation of existing property.

It would be no violation of existing rights for cities

to erect their own plants and to compete for the

business, as they could readily and successfully do

with the present private owners. It would be no

violation of existing rights for cities to use their

tax powers so as to compel the present private own

ers to bear the same proportion of public burdens,

according to the value of their property, including

franchises, which owners of other kinds of private

property have to bear. It would be no violation

of existing rights, where the power has not been

bartered away, for the cities or the States to regu

late fares and rates of compensation so as to make

them yield only a fair return on the actual invest

ment made, rather than upon a fictitious capitaliza

tion, based mainly upon franchises or special privi

lege values. In short, municipalities ought not to

hesitate to do what private persons in business do

as a matter of course. They should respect the

grants which they have made according to their

true limits, but doing this, they should take advan

tage of every right that is left to themselves to get

rid of the present system and substitute therefor a

regime of public ownership and operation.

Transportation Monopolies.

The third class of trusts growing out of govern

mental favor relates to transportation, chief of

which is the railroad. While there are other im

portant forms independent of the railroad and also

forms that are the direct outgrowth of railroad

favor, such as special freight lines, sleeping car

companies, express companies and telegraph com

panies, yet I shall, for the sake of clearness, restrict

myself to railroads alone, being confident that the

principles that apply to them will apply to all

classes or subdivisions of this form of govern

mental favor.

The original idea behind the railroad was en

tirely different from the idea attaching to it in

common thought today, and to the departure from

this original idea I shall trace the evils now com:

plained of. It was at first simply the idea of

providing a roadway or passageway—a highway

for vehicles moved by steam, just as there were

* then roads or highways for vehicles moved by

horses. It did not provide for exclusive use, but

for general use, subject to a charge or toll, just

as charges were made on some horse roads. But

seeing the advantage of exclusive use, the com

panies building these steam highways, by means

of heavy or discriminating tolls or by other meth

ods, prevented general use, stopped competition,

and made themselves the sole users. Thus rail

or steam roads in the United States, instead of

becoming what they were intended to be as the

term applied to them, “public highways,” indicates.

became private highways. -

And what has been the tendency of these private

highways? Sixty years ago railroad building be

gan in the United States, each road separately or

ganized, with its own officers and its distinct inter

ests. But separate interests melted into common

interests, and many small companies formed into

single large companies, and one set of officers ef

fected economies that grew out of concentration

of management and combination of effort. This

centralizing movement has within the past decade

proceeded so fast that now substantially the whole

railroad business of the United States is under

the control of a score of men. The multitude of

little roads has given place to combinations, which

in turn must soon—very soon—give way prac

tically to one system controlled by one man. This

is a natural process. Concentration means greater

economy in operation and greater public facility,

and must occur wherever railroad development is

given free play under present conditions, whether

under private ownership as we have here in this

country, or under public ownership as we see in

continental Europe and Australia.

But let us anticipate the end of this present and

perfectly natural tendency. We must see the ap

pearance of the one directing mind, the kingpin,

the dictator, the supreme monarch in the railroad

world. If present railroad princes are giants

among magnates, this man will be a Titan—a Gul

liver among Lilliputians. Indeed, compare in your

mind's eye the powers of such a man with the

powers of the President of the United States. Who

would command more men? Who receive the larger

revenues 2 Who have the larger pay-rolls? Who

have greater control of the pockets of the people?

In short, whose favors would be the more courted?

One might distribute honors by the appointment

of foreign ministers, judges, etc., at small pay,
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but who would appoint most men at $50,000 sal

aries Which then would have the dominant

power—the man representing the people, or the

man representing privilege? the one voted

for by men, or the one voted for by shares of stock :

('an Interstate Commerce Commissions prevent it?

Why, railroad owners themselves cannot prevent

it, for it is in the natural order under present con

(litions. If government control failed before rail

roads were consolidated, what can it do after"

consolidation is perfected . If discriminating rates

have worked such evils on trade in the past, what

must be their effect in the future? If railroads

have hitherto controlled legislation, what will they

do when all their power is vested in one man :

We see the evil of this form of government

favor. What is the remedy? Socialism, which

has for its aim the destruction of competition and

would put all production and distribution in the

hands of government, would seek the cure in gov

ernment ownership and operation. The philoso

phy of the natural order, which would promote

competition and place as little power as possible in

the hands of the government, would seek the reme

dy in throwing the steam highways open to gen

eval use. No wonder that socialists point to rail

rcăd centralization under present conditions as

the greatest standing indictment of competition, a

colossal example of its utter failure, and say that

competition having broken down, the only alterna

tive of present railroadism is governmental own

ership and operation. Among all grades of social

ists, from the eminently respectable ones who see

in foreign competition the evils they would pre

vent by a protective tariff, down to the much

abused trade unionists whose central motive is to

prevent competition of other laborers, the core

thought is that competition is the over-mastering

evil; while we of the natural order recognize that

these evils flow from a denial of competition, and

demand simply the abolition of governmental fa

vor as the source of the evil. They condemn the

natural order of competition; and we condemn

privilege, a law-made advantage.

Is not the simple, easy, practicable remedy to

be found in going back to the original conception

underlying the railroad—to make a really “public”

highway for private transportation companies or

individuals to use? In making the highway pub

lic property, should we not destroy the essence of

present monopoly power in the railroad, the power

to exclude competition? With the states owning

the roadbeds and the cities owning the terminals,

and no favor shown to any transportation com

pany, but free play being given to competition,

would not the public get the maximum of service

at the minimum of cost 2 What harm then could

come from discriminating rates to shippers where

any number of transportation companies were com

peting over the same highway for traffic? Would

not this establishment of the conditions of free

dom to individual enterprise do more than the

most severe state or interstate regulations in fix

ing rates? Indeed, this is the only plan which

will establish competition from all points to all

points. It would mean just plain freedom | And

what could be better for all men and for all legiti

mate and normal businesses than freedom ?

This is not a proposal for an artificial condition.

It is in perfect harmony with the natural order,

and in absolute accord with the rule of public prac

tice on almost every other kind of public highway

that we have now or have hitherto had. The un

derlying principle is today and has been to make

the pathway a publicly owned and controlled way,

open to all on equal terms, whether absolutely free

or subject to toll. And the end to strive for in the

railroad problem is to open such roadways to as

equal use by all who desire to use them as exists

on public country roads or streets, on rivers, ca

nals, lakes and the very ocean. And just as there

are police regulations for the use of the streets,

and sheriff regulations for the use of the country

roads, and other regulations pertaining to the navi

gation and condition of vessels on the rivers, ca

nals or other bodies of water open to public use,

so on steam highways there would be necessary

regulations, as, for instance, in the dispatching

and signaling of trains. But the fixing of rates

could be safely left to individual competition, as

on the other highways.

What should be the steps in making the change

from private ownership of steam highways to pub

lic ownership? Exactly the same methods apply

here as have already been suggested for the ac

quisition of municipal monopolies. The tax

power should be used rigorously so as to put rail

road property on a level with other taxable prop

erty. The power to fix rates should be used so

as to reduce profits to a fair return on the actual

investment of capital, excluding fictitious capitali

zations based on franchise or special privilege

value. This would leave all the value that of right

does and ought to belong to the railroad companies.

Then attempts should be made to buy all their

property, exclusive of rolling stock, which latter

they would, however, be free to use in a competi

tive business with others over the then public

highway, which they had hitherto treated as their

exclusive and private highway. An alternative

plan would be for the government to build steam

highways and open them to general competition.

This but returns to the original conception of

the railway, and indeed to almost every other

form of highway, such as country roads, streets,

turnpikes, canals, rivers, lakes and the ocean, in

which the public owns the way, and on which to

private enterprise is left the business of trans

portation, subject of course to control and direc

tion by public officials, differing as they do in

each form of highway. Just as under govern

mental regulations, government inspectors license
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pilots and engineers on our water highways, so

under governmental regulations, government

train dispatchers would license conductors and

engineers.

And just as toll bridges are giving way to free

bridges, and toll gates disappearing from turn

pikes and canals, so in pursuit of economy, the

minimizing of the numbers of government offi

cials and the removals of temptations to fraud,

should the steam highways be open to use without

charge, the expense of maintenance being made a

public burden, as is the tendency to treat all other

public highways.

. Taxation Monopolies.

It may seem that all governmental favors have

been embraced by the three classes of monopoly

that we have now considered. But there is another

class, which, though not so clearly seen, is more

far-reaching, more disastrous in its effects upon

the general community; namely, that class of

monopolies growing out of conditions created by

the local, state and national tax systems. This

form of governmental favor is not only the chief

source of advantages enjoyed by corporations, but

has as well conferred monopolistic powers upon

vast numbers of individuals and combinations of

individuals.

At the outset it will be admitted that any taxes

of whatever kind are unjust that fall unequally

—heavily on some and lightly on others; and I

shall endeavor to show that all present taxes of

whatever kind do fall unequally, whether from the

nature of the taxes themselves or from the manner

in which they are laid or are shifted from some

to others; or from all these reasons. And because

I believe this, I can draw no other deduction than

that our whole present system of taxation, from its

nature or administration, tends to produce gov

ernmental favors, is to the advantage of some

and the disadvantage of others. I shall not at

tempt to make any close examination of condi

tions or any exhaustive argument based upon this,

but must content myself with presenting a few

suggestive illustrations. -

Consider first the tariff taxes. So much has

been said by protectionists and free traders for

and against this form of governmental favor, that

we can afford at this place to be brief; but it is

quite significant to note in the opposition to trusts

the number of protectionists who now advocate

placing on the free list all trust-made articles,

which proves how little truth there was in the

claim frequently made that competition within the

tariff wall would regulate the prices charged by

protected manufacturers. We free traders, how

ever, go much further than this. We advocate the

total abolition of all tariff taxes, not only because

of the advantages, given by them in the absence

of foreign competition within the United States,

but because as a means of raising revenues for

government support, they fall most heavily on

those least able to bear them. When the amount

that each citizen must pay for the support of gov

ernment is measured by what each consumes, it

can have no other effect than to result almost as a

per capita tax. Consider how lightly so-called

luxuries are taxed compared with the staple nec

essaries of the poor, and consider the proverbial dif

ferences in the size of families, and you will see

that it is well within truth to assume that nine

tenths of tariff taxes are borne by that nine-tenths

of the people whose incomes amount to only a few

hundred dollars a year.

This great inequality of burden is quietly borne

by the people because tariff taxation is indirect

and cannot be plainly seen. But if national reve

nue were raised by direct payment from the citizen

to the government, such inequality of burden

would not be tolerated for a moment.

State and local taxes are more direct. They are

levied on the value of the property of the citizens,

and notwithstanding poor administration, fall

far more equally. They attempt to measure how

much each shall pay on the value of what he has,

rather than on what he needs. And yet with what

very great injustice is even such taxation distrib

uted between owners of the same class of prop

erty And what advantages, in commerce and in

dustry, do the inequalities give to some over oth

ers ?

Take the instance of the tax on mortgages.

Though generally the same as on real estate, very

little revenue is raised from this source. Indeed,

practically the only ones who pay it are those

whose estates are tied up in court, and in these

cases it usually amounts to half of the interest.

Life insurance companies, savings banks and non

residents are frequently exempted from this tax,

and they are thereby given a monopoly of the loan

business. In the State of New York alone the

accumulations of insurance companies and savings

banks amount to considerably more than $1,000,

000,000, which may be invested in mortgages.

This immense fund is under the control of a few

men in close touch with each other, acting on a

common policy, and in very many specific matters

acting actually in concert. This is one of the

greatest trusts that exists. Those who control the

funds are practically free from competition of in

dividual investors in mortgages; and the result is,

as they themselves concede, that the average rate

of interest which the freedom from competition

enables them to exact is from 12 to 1 per cent

higher than would be the case if mortgages were

not taxable. Glaring as this illustration is of the

evils of the mortgage trust, illustrations of the

same kind, if of less degree, might be given with

out number from the tax laws of the different

States.

And the tax on personal property generally

has been found impossible of collection, except

from the same small class who pay on mortgages,
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and such as pay on stocks of goods and the few

things that are diſlicult to conceal.

The tax on buildings and improvements falls

with much more weight upon small and inexpen

sive houses and improvements on small farms, the

value of which the assessor can more accurately

guess at, than upon the large ones, which he

usually much under-estimates. There is, more

over, a great disparity in taxation between what is

supposed to fall on land and what on other things,

and also a great difference between the burden

that one land owner bears and that which another

bears, being in no proportion to the relative values

of their lands. Probably the relatively highest

tax on land falls on the small home owner and

farmer, while the most valuable city lots and land

held for speculation generally pays a much smaller

rate. But the smallest tax relative to value falls

on the great mineral and forest lands and water

privileges.

Railroad taxation furnishes another glaring ex

ample of inequality. The tax rate in the State

of New York is from 2 to 212 per cent, varying

with the different counties.

As we have seen, the farmers and small home

owners are the ones who are relatively valued high

est. It is claimed that the general average in valu

ation of real property is about 60 per cent. Yet,

assuming the railroads of the State be valued at

60 per cent of the market value of their securities,

it will be found that they pay less than four

tenths of 1 per cent in taxes. This discrimina

tion in favor of railroad property is almost uni

versal in the United States. In the State of

Michigan, under what is called a specific tax on

earnings, it is even greater than in New York.

The reason for this is that large interests make

the most persistent efforts to shape or dodge the

payment of their fair share of taxation.

I have in the foregoing illustrations shown

fruits of the operation of separate governmental

favors. I shall now offer the manufacture of

steel rails in the United States as presenting a

case combining all forms of governmental favor.

Early in the development of this line of industry,

a number of companies purchased the Bessemer

patents which, under the patent monopoly, gave

them the exclusive right to use that process in

the manufacture of steel behind a tariff wall that

in turn gave them an opportunity to demand an

abnormally high price for rails. Development

under this line finally led to the acquisition, not

only of the mineral lands containing the best and

most conveniently located ore deposits besides the

most conveniently located coal fields from which

the best quality of coke could be made, but also

the acquiring of railroads and harbor facilities

most available for the assembling of raw materials.

So long as they possess the monopoly of the

natural advantages they can, notwithstanding the

expiration of patents or even the reduction or

abolition of the tariff, still control this industry.

And they will continue to possess this monopoly

of natural advantages so long as discriminating

taxes allow them to go almost free of their share

of the tax burden. If they paid on these natural

advantages in proportion to the amount paid by

farmers and small home owners they would find

it unprofitable to withhold more land than they

had actual need of and would thus open up the

way for competition.

Incidentally I might say that two concerns to

day make a very large part of all the steel rails

and steel products manufactured in this country.

and as one of these concerns is still a partnership,

it proves that the trust evil does not attach sole

ly to corporations. I should also observe that the

steel rail trust is not alone in possessing more

than one form of governmental favor. There are

many trusts like it, and from this lapping of privi

leges arises much confusion in the public mind

as to the nature of the evil elements in trusts and

how that evil can be cured.

The foregoing hasty considerations may per

haps indicate why it is that I have reached the

conclusion that all our tax laws, whether local,

State or national, produce trade conditions which

are promotive of trust evils and adverse to the

interests of the people. Suffice it to say that I

should substitute for it a system that would

exempt from taxation everything of whatever na

ture except natural advantages, and on natural

advantages I should place the entire burden of

taxation. -

My belief is that the entire revenue for the

support of government should come from one

single source, namely, the value of land. In other

words, I should raise national, State and local

revenue by means of what is known as the single

tax, which defined by Henry George in his own

words, is as follows: -

Single Tax: A term which has come into use

since 1887 to denote the proposal, theory, or move

ment which aims at the collection of all public reve

nues from one single source, what in political

economy is termed “rent,” the value of land itself,

irrespective of the value of any improvement in or

on it; or, to adopt another form of statement, a

proposal or movement which aims at the appropria

tion of economic rent, the “unearned increment of

land values,” to public uses, by means of taxation.

Land Monopoly.

In substituting for the existing multiplicity of

taxes, levied primarily for the support of govern

ment, a single tax on natural advantages, we give

a death-blow to the greatest of all governmental

favors—the real mother of the trusts—land mo

nopoly.

For the reason that land bears little burden it

can easily be monopolized, and that the monopoly

is growing closer and closer is shown in the fact

that from a condition where the people of the
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United States at the beginning of this century,

were also all land owners, not one-fifth of the

bread winners today own land. The percentage

of land owners is smaller in Philadelphia, “the

City of Homes,” while in New York City not 6

per cent of the inhabitants own land. The show

ing is worse in the British Isles, where tendencies

have had a longer time to work, 150 persons own

ing one-half the area of England and thirty-five

persons more than one-half the area of Ireland.

What should we do to bring about these sug

gested changes which we conceive to make for the

higher civilization? We should clearly express

the wrong we are trying to right and throw our

influence with the political party that tends in

that direction. Our end will not be reached at

once by any sudden change. It will come grad

ually, by abolishing one by one these govern

mental favors and establishing the natural order.

While we have been discussing only trusts, the

remedies here suggested will solve the labor prob

lem as well, for it is governmental favors such

as we have seen that force men into an unnatural

competition with each other for the opportunity

to employ themselves; whereas the opening up

of nature's storehouse to laborers will so multiply

opportunities that wages will naturally rise. For

just in proportion as monopoly takes less of the

product of labor, there will be. more to divide

as interest to capital and as wages to labor. The

demands of privilege work against men in two

ways. They create conditions in which produc

tion is lessened, and of this smaller production,

they take a constantly increasing share. Do you

then wonder that we of the natural order see in

the evils of trust conditions that in good times

force willing men into idleness, in bad times cause

the strike, the lockout and the army of unem

ployed, and at all times work to produce the

pauper and the tramp”

+ + +

TO THE MEMORYOFTOM L. JOHNSON.

For The Public.

Brave Spirit, balm of the eternal rest

Be thine from out the City's din and roar,

And marts of trade where hustling millions pour,

Where e'er you battled for the greed opprest;

Through souls like thine grim Death hath e'er con

fessed

No terror holds the undiscovered shore

For him who gives his life but to restore

The Rights of Man, though balked in fortune's quest.

Firmly he strove, nor cringed 'neath bleak defeat:

Shared human joy, but mourned with those who

weep;

Scorning the bribe of Mammon, and the smile

Of rogues who gain by stealth the little while.

Well hath thy stanch soul earned this peaceful

sleep,

Brief fleeting time well spent, a noble life complete.

JOSEPH FITZPATRICK.

BOOKS

A TEXT BOOK OF INDUSTRIAL

HISTORY.

History of the United States. By

New edition. Published by

1910. Price, $1.50

The Industrial

Katharine Coman.

the Macmillan Co., New York.

net.

The author, who is professor of economics and

sociology in Wellesley College, has chosen for this

text-book a straightforward, conventional presenta

tion of the essential elements of our nation's eco

nomic history. The wars of 1776, 1812 and 1861

are taken as points of departure in the story; and

a long chapter on “Contemporary Problems”

brings such subjects as protection, currency and

labor down to date. To the first edition, 1905, is

now added a very good chapter on “Conservation.”

Numerous pictures, copious references to both

sides of each question, supplemented by a biblio

graphy and some pages of suggestions to teachers,

make of the book more than what its author mod

estly calls it—“a skeleton which the instructor

must clothe and vitalize.”

ANGELINE LOESCH GRAVES.

+ + +

A LAST MESSAGE.

The Science of Being Great. By Wallace D. Wat

tles. Published by Elizabeth Towne, Holyoke,

Mass. Price, $1.

Following “The Science of Getting Rich” and

“The Science of Being Well,” the present volume

completes the trilogy and forms the final earth

work of the author who now, invisibly, pursues his

ideals, and yet we may not say of any earth work.

that it is completed while its influence remains.

“The Science of Being Great” is the best of its

author’s books. It deals with the world of reali

ties from which the shams of petty human am

bitions are excluded. The teaching is that “you

will never become great until your own thoughts

make you great. You will never do great

things in the external world until you think great

things in the internal world.” In a word, the in

dividual viewpoint is the first consideration in the

process of becoming “great” and the only great

ness is the sincere life of genuine goodness. “The

world needs demonstration more than it needs

teaching,” says the teacher.
A. L. M.

-

BOOKS RECEIVED

—Cyclopaedia of Illustrations for Public speakers.

Compiled and Edited by Robert Scott and William
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C. Stiles. Published by Funk & Wagnalls Co., New

York and London. 1911. Price, $5.00.

—The Better Country. By Dana W. Bartlett.

Published by the C. M. Clark Publishing Co., Boston.

1911. Price, $1.50 net.

—Religion Rationalized. By Hiram Vrooman.

Published by the Nunc Licet Press, 920 Nicollet Ave.,

Minneapolis, Minn. 1911.

—Industry and Progress. By Norman Hapgood.

Published by the Yale University Press, New Haven,

Conn. 1911. Price, $1.25, postage 8 cents.

—Municipal Franchises. Vol. II, Transportation

Franchises. Taxation and Control of Public Utilities.

By Delos F. Wilcox. Published by the Engineering

News Publishing Co., New York. 1911. Price, $5.00

net.

PAMPHLETS

Commission Government.

Send for a copy of “Common Good” (Rochester,

N. Y., price 5c) and read Herman LeRoy Fairchild's

discussion of commission government for Rochester.

The two diagrams are unique, and would almost

tell the story without the text.

+ +

Pamphlets Received.

Following are among the pamphlets we have re

cently received :

Sagamore Sociological Conference. Fourth year. Saga

more Beach, Mass. June 28–30, 1910. Price, 25 cents. From

Mr. George French, 6 Beacon St., Boston.

Spalding's Official Athletic Almanac, 1911. Compiled by

James E. Sullivan. Published by the American Sports Pub

lishing Co., 21 Warren St., New York. Price, 10 cents.

Socialism. What It Is and How to Get It. Price, 1"

cents. By Oscar Ameringer. Published by Political Ac

tion Co., Brisbane Hall, Milwaukee, Wis., 1911. Price, 10

cents.

+ + +

Into this disturbance of outlook already at work,

there flared suddenly the flaming portent of Henry

George. He flung out, in quivering rhetoric, with

brilliant, imaginative force, the criticism on our

purse-proud prosperity which was waiting for full

effective utterance. He scathed this progress of

ours, which was rooted in poverty. He paraded the

irony of the rich growing ever richer by the same

law by which the poor become poorer. No one who

had once read “Progress and Poverty,” could re

main the same man that he had been. It changed the

atmosphere. It left a mark that could not be ef

faced. I remember the rough energy of the man,

bated by smart Oxford undergraduates in the

Clarendon rooms, and giving them back the taunt

that stung: “What is the use of arguing with you,

you well-fed men!” That was just it. We were too

well-fed to understand. And we knew it. He went

behind all our big commercialism and brought out

from behind, where we had forgotten it, the sig

nificance of the land. There lay the key of the situa

tion. Out of the land came the wealth. Whoever

had hold of the land, had the wealth in his hand.

So he argued across Europe and America. And,

even if men could not find a solution of all industrial

problems in the single tax, yet the man and his

message could never be forgotten. He had shaken

our old economic foundation. He had forced us on

to new thinking.—Rev. Henry Scott Holland, in the

Commonwealth (London), Oct. 1910.

•k 4 +

Welshmen have been asking that there shall be

some emblem of the Principality on the new coinage.

We understand that they would be satisfied with the

“THE Coming Man and his Gospel"; Eight Monday Evening Lectures at the

“Women's Municipal League” Rooms, 46 E. 29th Street, New York, at

8 o'clock. By Charles H. Mann. They set forth a modern Gospel for the

modern man. Each lecture preceded by a foreword on a related subject. ...Specific

subject for second lecture, April 17, *}. Universe the Coming Man's Word of

God”; for April 24, “The Teachings of the Universe-Word"; for May 1, "Su

permorality"; for May 8, “The Supermoral Life.” The delivery of these lectures

in various places can be arranged for on moderate terms. Send to box 334, Sum

mit, N.J., for complete circular.

- -

The Question: “What are the Doctrines of the New Church?" Answered.

The above is a stiff paper cover book of 134 pages, which

I will furnish to any one upon the receipt of only four cents

in stamps. This edition is the 109th thousand and was

written by the great Swedenborgian writer, B. F. Barrett.

If you wish to know in condensed form what Swedenborg

teaches, then order this book that administers in “homeo

athic” doses. Pastor Landenberger, Windsor Place, St.

ouis, Mo., Department 12.

IDEAL STOCK AND FRUIT FARMS

in Taney County, Missouri, three miles from the R. R. at Hol

lister, where stock winters on the range. No sheep diseases,

herders realize 100 per cent, plowing begins in February. 580

acres, 40 cultivated, 160 fenced for pasture, frame house, barn,

smoke and spring house, 2,000 fruit trees and small fruits partly

bearing, well watered, valuable timber. Pays a rental more than

enough for all taxes and improvements. Price $12.50 per acre.

Also 160 acres unimproved, near R. R., at $6.25.

J. E. BURBANK, 4 Parker St., Malden, Mass.

Say the Word

The other day in Detroit Judson Grenell—Soldier

of the Common Good, Author, Newspaperman and

Everlasting Plugger for the Single Tax—told me

that a friend of his had presented him with a com

plete file of “The Standard” (Henry George's paper),

which he valued beyond price. Grenell also has a

file of The Public.

Some day the back numbers of The Public will

be as great a treasure, and the time to get a file is

now, while they are still to be had. We want you to

have a set (12 volumes, 1899 to 1910 incl., bound

uniformly, $27) if you haven't got them.

Of course, I realize that not all of us are million

aires and it may not be convenient for some to lay

out $27 in one fell swoop—but if you really want a

set, don't let that stand in your way. We will re

serve a set for yout, or you can arrange payments to

suit your circumstances—if you are good looking we

will try to accommodate. -

Only, the sets are going, and if you want one bet

ter hold up your hand soon.

EMIL SCHMIED, Mgr.

:
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addition of the head of the other George (Mr.).

Punch (London).

* * * *

“Do you think a secret ballot promotes honesty

in elections?”

“Can't say that it does,” replied the painfully prac

tical politician. “The secrecy of it tempts too many

men whom you have paid to vote for you to go back

on their words.”—Washington Star.

The Works of Henry George

Progress and Poverty.

By HENRY GEORGE.

Anniversary Edition. Dark blue cloth, $1.10, post

paid. Paper, 50c, postpaid.

Our Land and Land Policy.

By HENRY GEORGE.

This volume includes some of Mr. George's contri

butions to periodicals, and addresses, as:

“Thou Shalt Not Steal” and “Thy Kingdom

Come.” Dark green cloth, $2.50, postpaid.

The Land Question.

By HENRY GEORGE.

Light green cloth, $1.00, postpaid. Paper, 50c,

postpaid.

Social Problems.

By HENRY GEORGE.

Paper, 55c,Light green cloth, $1.10, postpaid.

postpaid.

Protection or Free Trade.

By HENRY GEORGE.

Light green cloth, $1.00, postpaid.

postpaid.

A Perplexed Philosopher.

By HENRY GEORGE.

Light green cloth, $1.00, postpaid.

postpaid.

The Science of Political Economy.

By HENRY GEORGE.

Dark green cloth, $2.50, postpaid.

The Life of Henry George.

By HENRY GEORGE, Jr.

Anni Edition. With eight , illustrations

Dark blue cloth, $1.10, postpaid.

THE PUBLIC, *ś, Ellsworth Bldg, Chicagº

Paper, 50c,

Paper, 50c,

Envelope Slips
If}. want to help advertise THE PUBLIc we

will send you as many envelope slips (to en

close with your correspondence) as you can

use. Say how many.

The Public, 205 Ellsworth Bldg., chicago, 111.

THE GOOK’s NEW WBAPON.

- The Sanitary Steak

Shredder.

Endorsed by Phy

sicians and Culinary

Authorities.

º

As being “Just the thing” to prepare all steaks and chops for the table. It

Is the only meat pounder manufactured that Is SANITARY, and cuts the

grains, ſibres and sinews, yet leaves the meat puffed and deliciously tender.

retaining the Juſces and rich flavor which the old style pounders destroy. It

is made in a circular coll of best steel, heavily nickel-plated and is indestruc

tible. They are used in the homes of Bankers, Lawyers. Doctors, Culinary

Experts and In Schools of Cookery, and all are delighted with them.

Sent prepaid to any address In the United States, together with our spe

clally prepared cookbook, for 50 cents. Dealers and agents ask for terms.

LAWSON-LAUGHLIN SPECIALTY COMPANY., :: DOWS, iOWA.

The Public

The Public is a weekly review, giving in concise and plain

terms, with lucid explanations and without editorial

bias, all the news of the world of historical value.

It is also an editorial paper, according to the principles of

fundamental democracy, expressing itself fully and free

ly, without favor or prejudice, without fear of conse

quences, and without regard to any considerations of

personal or business advantage.

Besides its editorial and news features, the paper con

tains a department entitled Related Things, in which

appear articles and extracts upon various subjects,

verse as well as prose, chosen alike for their literary

merit and their wholesome human interest in relation

to the progress of democracy.

We aim to make The Public a paper that is not only
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SEVEN PER CENT

68 William Street -

cent per annum.

We will invest in NEW YORK

CITY TAX LIENS sums of One

Hundred Dollars or any multiple

thereof and guarantee seven per

The Tax Lien Company of New York
- New York City

Time

Branklin

Society
IRST mortgages are generally conceded to be the best

Investment existing. There are degrees of security

In mortgage loans as well

experience has proved

other investments, and

t small first mortgage

($1.000 to $7.500) on Individual dwellings are better than

any other class of mortgages.

For more than 22 years the Franklin Society has in

vested its funds exclusively in this class of mortgages in

New York City and the immediate neighborhood.

The safety of these securities, the Society's long and

conservative record, its convenient methods, and the care

ful supervision by the New York State Banking Depart

ment make the Franklin Society an ideal place in which to

put your savings.

You can open an account with $1. Malling size pass

book. Accounts of $10 or more earn from the first of the

month following the date of deposit. Begin now or write

for booklet No. 12.

THE FRANKLIN SOCIETY
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