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EDITORIAL

The Value of Good Government.

“As a simple business proposition,” observes

a leading newspaper in an editorial on the civic

backwardness of Cincinnati, “good and progres

sive municipal government is easily worth its

costs.” To whom * In money, to whom * Not

to wageworkers, for they get no more relatively

to the cost of living, and less in proportion to their

greater productiveness. Not to tenants, for they

have to pay higher rentals, without better accom

modations, or go to poorer places if they cannot

afford the rise in rents. To whom is it, then,

that “good and progressive municipal government

is easily worth its costs”? Knowing the bene

ſiciaries one might reflect. -

* +

As to Governor Wilson.

Some of our Boston friends, democratic Demo

crats, who think that “Governor Wilson sounds

good,” ask us, nevertheless, “How can William

J. Bryan favor a man who is supported by George

Harvey of Harper's Weekly and Josiah Quincy

of Boston º’ We see no signs of Mr. Bryan's

favoring Governor Wilson especially, and if we

did we should hardly regard ourselves as author

ized to explain his doing so. But, disavowing all

intention of speaking for Mr. Bryan or in his

behalf, and disclaiming the knowledge necessary

to account either for Mr. Quincy or Harper's

Weekly, we venture a suggestion as to the latter.
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Bend now an ear. Reading between the lines of

Harper's Weekly, and remembering the kind of

support it gave Governor Wilson a year ago when

the Interests seemed to own him, followed by its

long silence as from a stunning blow when he

threw the crew of Jersey pirates overboard, we

think we can detect between the lines in its words

of praise certain slightly smothered echoes of

elfin laughter. Listen for those interlinear

echoes when Harper's praises Wilson again.

* +

Powers of the Supreme Court.

Congressman Berger, the Socialist, is enjoying

humorous editorial attention for reasons which

put the joke on the editors instead of Berger.

In his old-age pension bill Mr. Berger undertakes

to prevent judicial nullification by forbidding it

in terms. To editorial writers falsely trained to

regard a majority of the nine judges of the Su

preme Court as the absolute sovereigns of this

Republic, Congressman Berger's proposal has all

the qualities of a comic novelty. But if the Social

ist party were to get into power at the White

House and in Congress—any party with genuine

respect for the Constitution, for the matter of

that—the utter weakness of the Supreme Court as

a governing body would doubtless soon be demon

strated ; and in a perfectly Constitutional manner,

not only as to the letter of the Constitution but

also as to its spirit.

+

The declaration in Mr. Berger's bill is simply

one to the effect that the law making power will

no longer allow itself to be bound by an independ

ent body, with co-ordinate powers only. So long

as Congress and the White House yield to the

Supreme Court as a superior political power, they

enacting or enforcing only such laws as five out

of its nine members agree upon as Constitutionally

enactable and enforceable, all such declarations as

that of Mr. Berger's would indeed be futile, even if

inserted in Federal laws; but this judicial usurpa

tion would soon come to a feeble end the instant

that the law-making and the law-executing depart

ments of the government practically asserted their

own co-ordinate powers.

+

Take Congressman Berger's old-age pension

bill, for an example, and see how its anti-judicial

declaration would work out. Every person sixty

years of age would be entitled to a pension by the

statute, though not by the Constitution as we may

suppose five of the Supreme Court judges to think.

But how could those judges act? Only in a law

suit. Who would bring the law suit? Presumably

not any person sixty years of age, unless sºlk

kind of collusive moot case were cooked up like

that by which the execution of the income tax law

was prevented. Would the suit be brought, then,

by a Federal official? Not likely, if both Congºs

and the President were determined not to be over.

ridden any longer by the third co-ordinate depark

ment of the government. It might of course ºr

brought by a tax payer, claiming that a little pell.

sion to a working man or woman sixty years ºf

age is so different from a big one to a military

personage as to be confiscation. No matter, how

ever, by whom the suit might be brought, if a suit

were brought the Supreme Court could act. But

how 2.

+

It would have to admit that it has only tº

ordinate power with the President and Congres,

and therefore cannot presume to enjoin or other

wise order either of them in the matter. Suppºse.

however, that it should say: “This is a question".

tween Jones, who happens to be a tax collector, an

Smith, whom Jones is threatening to mulet; so wº

will order the tax collector to desist.” But the cou"

couldn't carry that theory into execution under the

circumstances supposed, for there would be "

way of distinguishing the pension part of thº

from the part that was needed—say for judges sº

aries. The court would have to enjoin the"

who paid the pensions. But wouldn't he tº *

officer of the Executive department, over *

official action the Supreme Court has no "

Constitutional authority than it has over the ""

dent himself?

*

Such authority is habitually exercised ". th
courts to be sure, but this is only because Presl

dents and Congresses have acquiesced in thatº

of usurpation by the judiciary. If a Presidentº

a Congress were to insist upon theirº:
powers under the Constitution, no official in l

Executive department of the government º

be coerced by the Supreme Court tºº

act of Congress and the orders of tºº
under it; and not merely for lack ºf theº

physical force, but also for lack of the neces".

Constitutional authority.

*

- - e

The Constitutional right of Con*:º
President, and of the Supreme Cºº'." . inde

the Federal Constitution is co-ordinatº ºtation,
pendent. If they disagree upon its inter]
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the acts of Congress and the orders of the Presi

dent pursuant thereto are as sacred Constitution

ally as a decision of the Supreme Court. None of

the three departments has the right to intrude

upon the functions of the other. But an injunction

of the Supreme Court forbidding the execution by

a President through his subordinates of an Act of

Congress is an intrusion upon executive and legis

lative functions, whereas resistance would be no

intrusion upon judicial functions—not under the

Constitution of the United States. It may turn

out that Congressman Berger has shown more gen

uine consideration for that instrument than those

editorial gentlemen wot of, who see in his attempt

to have Congress warn off the Supreme Court a

subject for summer mirth.

-

+ +

Workingmen Out of Jobs.

In expectation of a railroad strike, railroad

managers were reported on the 10th" as saying

that they “can marshal an immense force of work

ingmen at almost a moment's notice,” because

"thousands of men are seeking employment daily.”

Are those railroad officials “tafters,” or do the

prosperity touters exaggerate.

+ +

The Des Moines Labor Injunction.

If labor injunctions can be used to get back

tº solid legal ground with, this has been done in

Des Moines. There is no stretching of judicial

!"Wº" in that case, but rather a readjustment of

legal Power in accordance with legal principle.

Sºme critics assume that the court came into the

"test with an arbitrary injunction such as that

with which President Taft when a judge made

his judicial innovation in behalf of the plutocratic

interests in a novel law-suit.

"" in the Des Moines case two contracts; and

" 's upon these that the injunction is based.

•k.

The city has an unexpired contract with the
traction company, and the traction company has

"" unexpired contract with its employes. The

"Pany broke the contract with its men, in con

sequence of which the men repudiated their obli

gations under it, and the effect altogether was a

breach of the contract of the company with the

city of so serious a character as to shut off traction

*Vice. On that state of facts the city applied

for an injunction requiring all concerned to per

form their contract obligations, and such an
*---

* Chicago Record-Herald of the 11th, on page 2,
column 6.

But in fact there

injunction was granted. Under it, street car

service has been resumed, all relations being fully

restored to the condition prior to the company’s

breach. We venture no opinion as to the tech

nical validity of the injunction; but if there

are to be any injunctions at all in labor cases, we

see no reason for criticizing this one.

* *

True Courage in High Office.

The man who could do what the Governor of

Oklahoma did, as explained in a letter from which

we are about to quote, has a quality of courage

that is both admirable and rare. To appreciate

Governor Cruce's act, the peculiar circumstances

must be taken into account. He is Governor of a

State in which hatred of the Negro as a race is

only less general than indifference to his claims

upon human sympathy as a race. In that State

a friendless Negro boy, friendless both as Negro

and as individual, awaited hanging upon con

viction of a capital crime, and Governor Cruce

commuted the penalty to life imprisonment. In

that bare statement there may be no evidence of

extraordinary courage. But read these quotations

from Governor Cruce's letter to the sheriff having

that Negro in custody:

Nothing has occurred since I have been the Gov

ernor of the State that has given me so much con

cern and worry as to what should be done by me,

as the matter of the execution of John Henry Pra

ther, who is sentenced to be hanged today. He is

absolutely friendless and alone; one Negro woman

has appealed to me for clemency in his behalf, and

I have received a letter from one prominent white

citizen in this State. This is the sum total of the

interest taken in his behalf, so that what I do in this

matter is done solely upon my own responsibility

and in answer to the demands of my conscience.

This Negro has pleaded guilty to an atrocious crime;

that the murder he committed was unprovoked and

inexcusable will not be denied; he entered his plea

of guilty and threw himself upon the mercy of the

court; the death sentence was imposed, being the

highest penalty that can be paid for crime. Okla

homa City has been in existence more than twenty

one years; during that time there have been many,

many crimes that were as atrocious as the one com

mitted by this Negro, and up to this time only one

person has paid the penalty for his offense with the

sacrifice of his life, and that was a Negro. Many

white men have been guilty of an equally grave

offense and have been permitted to go with a life

sentence in the penitentiary or a sentence of less

duration. . . Had this offense been committed by

a white boy 18 years of age, I would have received

thousands and thousands of letters petitioning me

for clemency; as it is, the offense was committed by

a Negro boy without friends and without parents,

who has had no fair opportunity to make a man of

himself by any training that he might have received;

a member of an inferior and despised race, and
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now as the hour of doom approaches, there is not a

voice raised in his behalf. I believe that every end

of justice will have been met by confining this boy

to imprisonment for life, and I so decree. I am

commuting his sentence to life imprisonment. In

doing so I realize that I will call down upon my

head the indignation and criticism of tens of thou

sands of the best citizenship of this State; but be

that as it may, I am doing what my conscience tells

me should be done, and I had rather live feeling that

I had done this boy and his race no wrong than to

have the commendation and applause of every citi

zen of this universe.

We know nothing of Governor Cruce, but no one

who knows Oklahoma can fail to understand that

that letter is without pretense. What it says is

evidently from the heart of the man who wrote

it. We are glad, therefore, to adopt the sugges

tion of the Rev. Willmore Kendall, a Methodist

clergyman of Chicago, to emphasize the valor of

the Governor's act. Mr. Kendall appreciates it.

“Having been reared in the South,” he writes

to the Chicago Record-Herald, “I am generally

in thorough sympathy with the Southern attitude

toward the race question, but I was for years a

resident of the State of Oklahoma and I cannot

but deplore the partiality shown by the courts

throughout that State to the white man as com

pared to the Negro. In view of this fact, the

action of Mr. Cruce in this matter is very sig

nificant and is highly deserving of commendation.

The action will, as the Governor anticipates,

bring upon him bitter censure from many of the

rabid Negro-haters of his State, and he will need

the cheer which will be imparted by the plaudits

of good citizens and newspapers of recognized

standing in both the North and the South.”

+ +

Plutocratic Socialism.

George W. Perkins is a queer lot—he whose

financial activities in political campaigns have

helped to necessitate “corrupt practices acts.” He

has now become a socialist, but a plutocratic one.

“What has given us sweatshops?” he asks; and

his answer is, not “monopoly,” which would have

been the truth, but “competition,” the antithesis

of monopoly. He follows the same blind trail

with “What has given us child labor?” “What

throws labor out of employment?” “What causes

low wages?” and “What brings panic and failure?”

His answer to all is “competition.” But if pro

ductive opportunities for work were not monopo

lized, no parent would need to send his children

into factories, no workers would be in distress for

want of opportunities, wages could not be ground

down, and panics and undeserved failures would

be as impossible as disemployed labor. It is not

easy to see—upon reflection, we mean,—how Côm.

petition can hurt any one, unless there be mon].

oly to make the competition one-sided instal

of two-sided. Although we see, of course, that

one-sided bargains are likely to be bad for One

side. But those who think Mr. Perkins is right

in his diagnosis had better be careful about lak.

ing his “dope” for the cure. If competition can

be and is to be abolished, let us be careful that the

socialism which displaces it shall be, not the ph.

focratic socialism that Mr. Perkins hints at when

he puts in a word for the Steel trust—which is a

perfect type of plutocratic socialism, but social.

ism of the democratic order.

+ +

An Important Fiscal Comparison.

We are asked to publish a comparison of taxes

in Clackamas County, Oregon, under the present

general property tax, with the estimated taxes

under land value taxation. As prepared by W. G.

Eggleston and A. D. Cridge, of Portland, and

W. S. U’Ren, of Oregon City, Oregon, and pub

lished by them in 1910 in the third edition of

their People's Power pamphlet, the comparison

is as follows:

Results iſ Land

Value Tax System

had been in use

in 1909; with in

$75 of tax actu

How the General

Pro per t y Tax

System worked in

1909. To t a l is

within $31 of tax

Clackmas County

Tax Levy in 1909

was $427,239.31. To

figure y o u r own

taxes, see rule on

page 93. actually le v i e d. ally levied. Rate.

R at e, 19 and 33 and 94 / 1"

38/100 mills. mills.

Assess- Assess

ment. Taxes. ment. Taxes,

Farmers' lands. . . . . . $ 6,819,956 $132,170 $ 2.6S5,204 $ 91.15%

Farm build in g s,

stock, a n d imple

ments . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,601,005 50,407 Exempt No Tº

Sneculators' lands... 6,376,627 123,579 6,375,527 º:

Improved city lots... 1,161,646 22,512 1,161,545 “"“”

Improvements on city

lots . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 900,244 17,446 Exempt Nº.T.

speculators' city lots 1,161,646 22,512 1,151,545 *

Franchise corpora- - ºrf,

tions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,204.156 23,336 1,204,156 4ū, S55

O the r assessments

and taxes. . . . . . . . . . 1,818,439 35,241 . Exempt No"

---
- -

_

Total under each a-h

system . . . . . . . . . . $22,043,720 $427,206 $12,590,28" $427,314

The rule referred to at the head of the ºl

column in the above table as being on Paš" "

explains the method of comparison as follºws:

Reduce the assessment of your improved º: º:
lot to the assessment per acre or per lot of a ".

ing unimproved land or lots equally*.

use; figure the value of your land or lots "" d

basis; subtract all other property assessmen. be

to the tax rate in your district the differeº" the

tween the average rate for your county.
general property tax in 1909, and the average



August 845- 18, 1911.

The Public

given under the land value system if it had been in

operation in your county; multiply the assessed

value of your land by the increased rate. The re

sult will be almost exactly the tax you would have

paid on the same property under the land value sys

tem if it had been in force in your county in 1909.

Evidently the object of our correspondent in ask

ing for the figures as to Clackamas County, like

our reason for publishing them, has to do with

the fact that it is in Clackamas County that

Initiative proceedings have begun, under the local

option amendment adopted last fall, for estab

lishing local land value taxation.*

+ +

The Blight of Landlordism.

To all who think of great capitalists as mere

capitalists, and not as landlords—whether those

thinkers be business men, farmers or working

men, and whether they get the notion from their

OWn superficial observations, or from Socialist

speakers and writers, or from University profes

Sorsº-we commend the following official report

ºn the Steel trust. The report is by Herbert

Knox Smith, United States Commissioner of Cor

pºrations, and it is true. After stating the facts

in detail Commissioner Smith says: “Thus the

industry itself rests physically on the ore; the

"ºrporation based one-half its capitalization on

the ore; its profits on ore, as will later be shown

* large, and in the ore is its highest degree of

"ºncentration and control. The ore therefore is

ºf primary significance in the corporation’s domi

**, and in that resource chiefly are involved

the industry's problems of ultimate public inter

*!" And there are others! Think it over. That

is to say, think it over.

+ + +

TWO FISCAL FALLACIES.

It is no gracious job to criticise so genuinely

"K"essive a newspaper as the Rocky Mountain

\"s of Denver, of which ex-Senator Patterson

* the owner and editor. But the daily editorial

*" of a heated term sometimes turns out in

ſerior products from unexpected quarters.

. As a rule the editorials of the News, he they

"ght or wrong from other points of view, give

"vidence not only of sincerity, but also of

hºught with knowledge. This rule has been
broken in part. The News editorial to which

We here call attention, while it is evidently sin

*...* as evidently without knowledge or care.
ful thought. *

"" editor was moved to criticise the Singletax,
--

"See Public of August 11, page 824.

and kindly; but he did not weigh his reasons.

The result is an unfounded admonition to Single

taxers that their cause would progress faster if

it were not frequently tied to two unnecessary

fallacies.

The first of these supposed fallacies is the no

tion that the Singletax would exempt industry

and thrift from taxation; the second is an as

sumption that all men have co-operated in sub

stantially equal measure to produce land values.

Let us consider them.

I

First, then, the “fallacy” that the Singletax

(which would derive public revenue exclusively

from land values) “exempts industry, thrift, and

capital from taxation.”

Henry George knew much about the Single

tax, and he was at great pains to prove that it

would do precisely what the News editorial is at

no great pains to prove that it would not do. On

this point, John Stuart Mill stood like adamant

behind Henry George. And while some political

economists try to draw fine distinctions, none

have ever seriously disputed, but many have de

liberately confirmed, this doctrine of Mill's which

George carefully considered and adopted and

which the News lightly and inconsiderately repu

diates. It is the well-recognized doctrine that

the burden of taxes on economic rent (land

values) is not borne by industry or thrift, nor

by capital in the economic sense of that term.

+

The News tries to prove its case against Mill,

George and the other economists—without refer

ring to them, however, by an inference from its

statement that “taxes are and always must be

paid in values.” As “idleness produces no values,

waste accumulates none” and poverty “has none,”

it infers that “taxes must finally come from those

who produce, save, and have.” That is as perfect a

statement of fact and as logical an inference as

could be desired. But what has the source from

which taxes finally come, to do with the ques

tion of how they are borne? It is the burden.

not the source, of public revenues that determines

the bearing of exemptions.

While the News is correct in the facts it states,

and sound in the conclusion it expresses, it is far

afield in the conclusion it implies.

For it implies that inasmuch as “taxes must

finally come from those who produce, save, and

have,” therefore taxes must finally lower the in

comes of those who produce. Without this con

clusion, the News editorial has no point. But its

mere statement exposes its fallacy.
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If those persons who “save” and “have” were

the persons who “produce” what they “save” and

“have,” then indeed must any tax be paid and its

burden be borne by those who produce. But inas

much as the masses who produce could not keep

what inequitable institutions enable others to ex

tort from them,-could not keep it though there

were no taxation at all,—any tax that weakens

the power of institutional extortion must finally

rest, not upon the victims of that extortion, but

upon its beneficiaries. This is, at any rate, the

effect of land value taxation.

Land rentals do not go to the producers (as

producers) of the commodities with which they

are paid; they do go to owners of the planet,

merely as its owners. It follows that taxes on

land rentals do not reduce the supply of commodi

ties which the producers of commodities would

otherwise keep. They reduce the supply of com

modities which owners of the planet would other

wise get.

- II.

Now let's look into the second Singletax fal

lacy to which the News calls attention. It “is

the tacit assumption that all men have co-oper

ated in substantially equal measure to produce

the land values which are taxed.” Is the News

so sure that this assumption is not true, even

mathematically And whether mathematically

true or not, isn't it true for practical purposes?

+

How shall we determine, practically, whether

some men add more than others to land values;

and if so, how much more? It is impossible.

Land values are an overflow from social produc

tion, attaching as differential premiums to par

ticular sites on the planet. You can no more

appraise each individual’s contribution than you

can compare the productive utility of the first

rain drop with the tenth at the end of a drought.

Did Columbus make all the land values of the

American continent? Certainly not. Yet there

would have been none without its discovery, and

he discovered it. But if as discoverer he did

make those values, hadn't his crew a part in the

service And wasn’t the last necessary man of

that crew as much a contributor as the first—

or as Columbus himself, if he could not have

made the discovery without the crew 2 And

where would those Columbian land values have

been if nobody had settled here after the dis

covery They wouldn’t have been at all. Shall

we say, then, that Columbus, and his crew, and

all the people of this country of generations prior

to our own, did more than our own generation to

make land values here? Why, there wouldn't

be any land values to-morrow if the continent

were abandoned to-day. Land values are not al.

cumulated savings of the past. They are only

capitalized location premiums of the present. Past

generations and particular individuals of our Own,

may promote opportunities for land values to

come and to increase, but it is society as a whole

that makes them come and gives the increase.

Nor can those premiums come at all—no mal.

ter how useful the discovery nor how great the

population—until the most desirable land is

taken up. In ordinary course it is not the piº

neer, be he never so useful, who gives premium

value to the best land. It is the last one to apprº

priate land of that desirability—and this though

he be the laziest and meanest and most useless of

the whole population. Has the last-comer, then,

contributed more to land values than his prede:

cessors or his contemporaries?

And as with the first land values of any Com

munity, so with higher land values as the com:

munity grows. Not until sites of given desirable.

ness in a community are wholly monopolized, do

they rise in value. Is it then the last man,

through whose monopolization the higher value

appears; or the first man, without whose coming

the last man's coming would have had no visible

effect upon values; or the intermediate com:

ers, whose coming was not enough to bring out

the value yet whose going would dissipate it—-

which of these is it that adds most to enhanced

land values? The Rocky Mountain News call

not tell. But until it can tell, its criticism has

no standing in the forum of common sense.

*

The truth about it all is that it is wages fºr

individual work, and not shares in land values,

that measure individual usefulness. Given free.

dom of employment on all hands, and the mº'
valuable man would get the biggest pay fºr his

work. If we had this freedom, no one would be.

ought to be, or could be seriously concerned as

to who had done most as an individual in P".

ducing the purely social phenomenon of land

values. As all would then be fairly paid fºr "
dividual exertion, no one would think of claim!

ing more than an equal share of premiums ""

ing from monopolization of places of suſ"
opportunity, whether the superiority were due to

natural fertility or to social concentrations.

It is the idea of the News, however, that "º",
J. Hill has probably “done more to creat" land

values in Seattle than any 1,000 residents" that

city.” This means, of course, that Hill h" *
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nected Seattle by transportation facilities with

the rest of the world.

But has he?

Without the millions of railway builders and

operators, from miners and wood choppers to en

gineers, Hill would have been as helpless to create

land values in Seattle as a general without an

army to conquer a nation. It was not Hill alone,

but also the workers whom he marshaled and di

rected, and the millions back of them in the

processes of production. Nor would Seattle land

values have come at the call of Hill-marshaled

railroad builders and operators by the thousand,

if other thousands had not settled at Seattle to

live and do business. Nor then, if all the land

at and about Seattle had continued to be so plenti

ful as not to have grown scarce, and so uniformly

desirable as to have developed within it no rela

tively advantageous sites for business or resi

lence. Land values mean scarcity of the kind of

land to which they attach.

We may concede that James J. Hill—all the

other factors being granted—did more than any

other one man, or thousand men possibly, to

afford opportunity for land values to come and

grow at Seattle instead of somewhere else; but

Midn't he get a high salary for all this work? If

* didn't get pay enough for this as a worker

relatively to the other workers, then the question

* One of wages and not of land values.

III.

All that we have said above is intended only

tº Warn the News away from a quagmire of its

"Wh creation in fiscal discussion. It must read

"p before it flies into the face of opinions that

*We been carefully worked out; it must think

before setting up fallacies that have long since

been exploded, and buttressing them with rea

*"s that won't wash. John Stuart Mill and

Henry George and all the rest may be wrong ;

"t the News doesn't show it. It hasn't consid:

* their reasoning well enough to be compe
tent to show it.

With its position, however, on the Singletax

* * *s that reform has practically gone, we

"we no quartel, on the contrary, we are glad to

Welcome into the preliminary work of establish

"º the Singletax so sincere and able and cour

* a daily paper as the Rocky Mountain

iº Refinements of fiscal discussion may be

*" to that proof of the pudding which is in the

eating thereof, if once we get what the News

* for when it says, in closing the editorial

ºriticised above, that

the Singletax may be the most just, equitable, and

economical method yet found for raising the money

which civilized communities must raise for com

mon purposes. This claim for it is made by men

whose sober intelligence and careful study give

their words a deal of weight with all open-minded

thinkers. The land value tax is entitled to thought

ful, sober investigation. It is being tried out in

Vancouver. If it works well it should be tried in

other places, and perhaps generally adopted.

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE

THE UNIQUE LABOR INJUNCTION AT

DES MOINES.*

Des Moines, Iowa, Aug. 7.

Here is an outline of the whole affair:

On July 20 Car-Inspector Killam, before 16 pas

sengers, charged Benj. L. Hiatt with being two

fares short, and in insolent terms demanded that he

ring them up. Hiatt denied the charge, and was

corroborated by Fireman Dwyer. Hotly and profane

ly he refused to ring. He was discharged by Man

ager J. R. Harrigan, acting for the N. W. Harris

Street Railway Company, which recently bought out

the old control.

As this was the second time a man had been dis

charged in this manner, the Carman's Union took

the matter up, and demanded, not a reinstatement

of Hiatt, but investigation according to the verms of

their contract. They received a most arrogant re

fusal. After due deliberation, by an almost unani

mous vote, the union, 449 men, decided the night of

the 4th, to walk out Saturday at 1:15 a. m., August

5th, and the decision was obeyed to the minute.

Meanwhile Manager Harrigan had by August 1st,

150 professional strike-breakers from Chicago under

the leadership of big Louis J. Christianson.

Before the strike the City Council and various

prominent men sought some kind of agreement.

Harrigan was adamant. Then the Mayor wired N.

W. Harris asking his intervention. He also was ada

mant. One last effort at reconciliation by intermedi

aries was made at the eleventh hour; a proposition

was sent from the union not only to arbitrate the

question at issue, but to arbitrate the meaning of the

section which they claimed gave them the right to

demand arbitration. The street railway manager

replied, Yes, if they would eliminate Hiatt. They,

in turn, accepted the amendment if the manage

ment would eliminate Killam–let one discharge off

set the other. Harrigan positively refused. This

seemed so manifestly unfair that when the strike

was declared, there was a surprising popular senti

ment for the car-men.

The hired strike breakers could scarcely get places

to eat. The help at the Iowa hotel all walked out.

Many cafes refused to serve them. Rumors of an

other 100 men from Omaha did not smooth matters.

“I’ll run the cars,” reiterated Harrigan. But when

Saturday morning dawned and his new men tried to

get the cars out of the barn, a crowd of some 3,000

citizens were on hand to prevent. These Were Sym

*See current volume, page 829.
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THE NEW YORK TRACTION QUES.

TION.”

New York, August 8,

By a vote of more than three to one, the citizens

of the city of New York decided in 1894 in favor of

the municipal construction of rapid transit roads.

Before the vote it was the general opinion, as re

flected in the newspapers and in the resolutions of

civic bodies, that municipal construction practically

meant municipal operation. Indeed, the majority

of those who voted in favor of the proposition be:

lieved that the city would operate its own roads, and

voted for municipal construction for that reason.

It was with a distinct shock that the community

learned the authorities had made an operating con:

tract for the present subway with a traction COT.

poration for 75 years.

The contract contained other conditions unfavor.

able to the city. How favorable it was to the

operating company was soon shown by the fact that

the company was able to predicate upon it bonds

and stocks exceeding in amount the cost of con:

struction. The aroused public then secured amend:

ments to the rapid transit law, which would prevent

further improvident gifts of such franchises.

+ -

In accordance with the law as it now stands, the

Public Service Commission, or rather its prede:

cessor, the Rapid Transit Commission, laid out what

is now known as the Triborough route. This may

not be ideal, but at least it was the consensus of

the competents.

Pursuing the statute, the Appellate Division of the

Supreme Court appointed commissioners to con:

sider and report as to the justice and advisability of

the proposed route. The Commission held long and

protracted sessions, at which all taxpayers had a

right to be heard, and at which testimony and argu:

ments were given pro and con. The favorable re

port of the Commission was confirmed by the Ap:

pellate Division. This was long before the Public

Service Commission came into being, three years

ago.

It was the duty of the Public Service Commission

immediately to set in motion the machinery pro

vided by the statute, and advertise for bids. The

amended rapid transit law provides that the Com:

mission could advertise for bids either for coll:

struction and operation or for construction alone:

and it further provides that bids may be requested

for the construction of small sections. This latter

provision was inserted for the purpose of increasinº

the number of competitors, and thus securing the

lowest possible price. It is obvious that there are

very few concerns, if indeed there is more than One,

that could undertake a contract involving over 8

hundred million dollars.

Instead, however, of immediately soliciting bids,

the Public Service Commission allowed more than

two years to elapse. Not until last summer, when

the indignation of the sardine-packed straphangers

threatened the abolition of the Public Service Com:

mission, did it begin to advertise for bids.

pathizers, the striking car-men, except a few pickets,

were conspicuously absent.

The mob gave the strike-breakers to understand

that they could not run those cars, and began throw

ing brick-bats at the windows. Some 20 of the city

police did what could be done in such a crowd. They

had declared beforehand that they Would not per

mit any to carry weapons of any kind, and several

of the strike-breakers were relieved of iron clubs

wrapped in paper. The demonstration against

these interlopers was so unmistakable that they fled

in all directions. A number of them had to be dis

guised by “we walk” badges to get safely to the

train.

Harrigan was loud in blaming the city police;

but no regular police could cope with such numbers,

and the Commissioner of Public Safety said he

would not deputize strike-breakers as police. The

fact is, that public opinion was so overwhelming that

Harrigan had to fail. The imported strike-breakers

were regarded as foreign barbarians.

After one day's experience without cars Mayor

Hanna got the Council and some of the wisest heads

together and asked the city attorneys, H. W. Byers

and Robt. Brennan, to procure an injunction. The

District Court issued it. It enjoined the street car

company and its contract employes from further in

conveniencing the public by this strike, and to re

sume operations Sunday afternoon, August 6, at 5

o'clock, waiving all differences pending a thorough

investigation. Hiatt was to run his car and all to

go on as before the trouble. The car men acquiesced

cheerfully and reported for duty at 5 o'clock. Harri

gan sullenly responded, but with threats of moves to

annul the injunction. Everything is now as usual—

for the present.

The people of Des Moines congratulate themselves

that with all the mobs of Saturday morning pre

venting the moving of the cars, and of the after

noon seeing the strike-breakers out of town (from

three to five thousand), not a person was killed nor

more than two or three slightly injured. The most

prevalent sentiment was a general jocose contempt

for hired outsiders coming in to meddle with the

business Of Our Own citizens. This includes IHarri

gan himself, a new man, who has few affiliations

here, and with a reputation as a professional strike

breaker. Inspector Killam got out of town with his

family secretly.

The union men believe that the company's first

move was intended to bring about a strike in order to

| ring in a new lot of men before the new contracts

with the old men are made in October.

And now the question of whether the injunction

of the District Court now in force will be sustained

by a superior Iowa court; or by the Federal Court if

that court shall be found to have jurisdiction. It

may have, for much of the stock of the company is

held out of the city.

Great credit is accorded on all hands to Mayor

Hanna for preventing or minimizing the evils of

the strike (by closing the saloons, he doubtless

saved lives); and to the city attorneys, and the Dis

trict Court for the injunction. All the papers gave

loth sides fair play.

LONA INGHAM ROBINSON. *See The Public, current volume, pages 636, 784, Stº
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There was no bid for construction and operation.

The Interborough company was the only concern

that could have put in a bid, for it was the only

concern that J. P. Morgan & Co., which controls the

purse-strings of Wall Street, would finance. The

Interborough did not bid for two reasons—because

the Triborough route was not physically connected

with its existing lines, and because it was content

with the 19 per cent dividends upon watered stock

that it derived from the straphangers. There were,

however, many bidders for the construction of the

21 sections into which the Triborough route was

divided; and last October the successful bidders

were announced. The aggregate of these successful

bids for construction was well within the estimates

of the engineers of the Public Service Commission.

The public heaved a sigh of relief. Additional

transit facilities were at last in sight. After a

delay of five years, and after the expenditure of

more than four million dollars in preparation, the

dirt would begin to fly in a few weeks. Such was the

dream of the common people.

It was but a dream.

The common people had not reckoned with the

tremendous power of the Interborough. Instead of

immediately certifying the names of the successful

bidders to the Board of Estimate for its approval,

as the law provides, the Public Service Commission,

which had repeatedly denounced the Interborough

and its methods, transmitted to the Board of Esti

mate, with its approval, an offer from the Inter

borough to build new subways!

The law did not permit the Commission to con

sider this offer, for it was not in accordance with

the advertisements for construction and Operation,

and the time in which to receive bids therefor had

long since expired. Those who remember the scath

ing terms in which Judge Gaynor, in magazine

articles, on the lecture platform and on the stump

denounced the improvident gift of the present sub

way, the methods of the Interborough and the loot.

ºns of the Metropolitan, looked for one of Mayor

Gaynor's outbursts of indignation. To the grief of

his friends and the delight of his enemies, including

the Interests, the Mayor entertained the application

*nd appointed a committee of the Board to negotiate

with the Interborough.

isfaction with his course became pronounced, the

*yor criticised the Triborough route, and advo.
cated such changes as would make it a part of the

Interborough.

". Board of Estimate then seemed to be divided

º Opposing factions, some standing with the

*Or and others opposed. I use the word “seemed”

º Although at the meetings of the Board

SCO * public gatherings the Mayor was held up to

..". ridicule by other members of the Board,

to th ere all in practical accord in their opposition

cont ° Triborough route, and their desire for a

ºntract that would be pleasing to the traction

interests.

* sub-committee of the Board, with Mr. Mc.

the Hº: head, commenced a long dicker with

companyº When the terms offered by this

WaS ji." made public, even the sub-committee

evoked. to bow to the storm of protest it

In order to divert the public mind, Mr. McAdoo,

When the people's dissat

in behalf of his Hudson Tunnels company, was put

forward to make an offer. Another long delay fol

lowed; but when this new plan seemed to be im

possible of public acceptance Mr. McAdoo gracefully

withdrew by putting a time limit on the acceptance

of his proposition. The time limit having passed,

and the question being still unsettled, the Brooklyn

Rapid Transit was pushed into the ring.

The chief capitalists back of the Brooklyn Rapid

Transit are identical with the backers of the Inter

borough. They had been together in the Wall Street

ferry and other deals, and the friendliness between

the two companies was a matter of public knowl

edge. Indeed, I have proof that the Interborough,

the Brooklyn Rapid Transit and McAdoo's company

are acting in concert and are all being financed by

the same coterie of bankers.

+

It is preposterous to suppose that the Brooklyn

Rapid Transit would have made an offer to build

and operate subways unless it had received the con

sent of the multimillionaires also interested in the

Interborough. But a mimic warfare ensued in the

newspapers, on placards, and by handbills. The

Interborough and the Brooklyn Rapid Transit issued

bulletins against each other with the idea of so

mystifying the public that nothing would result from

the ensuing confusion, except the continuation of

strap-hanging. Various civic bodies that had been

growling ominously at the delay in building sub

ways, now commenced to voice their demands.

Among others, the United Real Estate Owners' Asso

ciations, comprised of delegates from nine tax pay

ers’ organizations, with a membership of over 5,000,

passed a resolution demanding that the Public Ser

vice Commission and the Board of Estimate imme

diately drop all negotiations with transit corpora

tions, and award the contracts for the construction

of the Triborough route to the successful bidders.

After a debate lasting till past midnight, this resolu

tion went through by a large majority, notwithstand

ing the speeches of paid attorneys for the Inter

borough and of other accelerators.

The McAneny committee becoming alarmed, fin

ally reported a plan by which the spoils were to be

divided between the Interborough and the Brooklyn

Rapid Transit. Still keeping up the farce, the Inter

borough objected to the portion awarded to it.

Notwithstanding that a time limit for acceptance or

rejection had been set by the committee, and that

the Interborough rejected the plan, negotiations

were again resumed. The Interborough claimed that

the new subway awarded to it would be unprofitable,

and that therefore, if the Board desired it to accept,

the city must guarantee its profits. The Brooklyn

Rapid Transit had accepted so far as it was con

cerned, and, curiously enough, there was a guar

antee of profits to that road of several million

dollars a year, although less than the guarantee

demanded by the Interborough. To show the power

of the Interests, some leading Wall Street acceler

ators, including an ex-Mayor of the city, seriously

urged the authorities to enter into a contract with

the Interborough by which the City would be obliged

to guarantee about a million dollars a month to the

traction trust. But this was too raw. There can

be no doubt that the city has no authority whatever
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to guarantee profits to anybody. When this fact

was promptly pointed out, the wording of the guar

antee was changed to “preferential payments,” so

that the trust would be allowed to retain out of the

net receipts at least a million dollars a month, be

fore the city could get anything with which to pay

for the interest on the bonds it was to issue to

construct the roads. If limburger cheese were

called violets, would its fragrance be the same?

On the theory, however, that this hugger-mugger of

words cured the illegality of the transaction, the

proposed contract with the Interborough was put to

a vote in the Board of Estimate. It was lost by a

small majority. The meaning of the vote can be

only surmised. My guess is that those who voted

in the negative wished to put themselves in a posi

tion where they could logically promote delay and

prolong the negotiations, thereby further delaying

the building of the new subways.

The whole territory was then awarded to the

Brooklyn Rapid Transit by an almost unanimous

vote.

But the resolutions giving the new subways to

the Brooklyn Rapid Transit are so much waste

paper. When this fact was pointed out to the

authorities, they grudgingly admitted that it was

true, and that before the contracts for the construc

tion of new routes are awarded there must be public

advertisement thereof, with anybody at liberty to

bid.

But the cat was let out of the bag by the President

of the Board of Aldermen, Mitchel, who, just before

his departure for Europe, while admitting that the

resolutions were only morally binding, stated that

the terms of the contract would be so worded that

only the Brooklyn Rapid Transit would be able to

bid. This admission would of itself be sufficient to

damn the whole thing. The rapid transit law con

templates competitive bidding, and the courts would

not allow its spirit to be violated in the fashion

indicated by Mr. Mitchel. -

+

At the same meeting of the Board at which that

resolution was passed there was received from the

Public Service Commission a message notifying the

Board that five certain concerns had nine months

before been the lowest bidders for the construction

of the five sections of the Triborough route between

26th and 106 Streets, and the approval of the Board

was asked and speedily granted. This seemed on

the surface to be inconsistent with the action of

the Board in passing the resolution in favor of the

Brooklyn Rapid Transit. On analysis, it is seen to

be entirely consistent. The Brooklyn Rapid Transit

is the alter ego of the Interborough. These five

sections when completed, would be utterly valueless

standing alone unless they were connected with the

present subway. The Interests, thinking ahead,

foresee the time when the public clamor over this

unused portion of the Lexington avenue branch will

demand that it be physically connected with the

Interborough. But there were 21 sections of the

Triborough route advertised a year ago, not 5; and

21 successful bidders were announced, not 5. Why

were not the names of those 21 instead of only 5

sent to the Board of Estimate for approval 2 Had

this been done, the 21 sections would have made a

unified subway route that would have competed with

the Interborough.

No excuse is given for not sending in the other

sixteen names. The whole matter has a most Sus:

picious look that should be ventilated in the courts

and through a legislative inquiry. That the author.

ities were afraid of the outcome of an equity action

contemplated, is evidenced by the fact that the very

day the announcement appeared, the bulky writtell

contracts for the construction of these five sections

and the important bonds to secure the faithful per

formance of the contracts, which ordinarily would

take at least a week to pass, were rushed through in

a few hours.

Some days later the contract for a small section

below 26th street was approved by the Board; and

it was openly stated that this section will fall into

the hands of the Brooklyn Rapid Transit when the

“moral” contract with that company, or rather, with

a company to be formed by it, has become crystal.

lized into a written contract. I prophesy that if an

operating contract is actually made with the now

non-existent corporation to be formed by the Brook

lyn Rapid Transit, it will be found that the Inter

borough and the Brooklyn Rapid Transit are equally

interested in the new traction system. In other

words, there will be a consolidation between the

Interborough and the Brooklyn Rapid Transit, in

fact if not in name, similar to the consolidation of

the present New York Elevated railroad and the

present subway.

4.

Last fall a feeble attempt was made to revive the

objection that the debt limit of the city would not

permit it to build the Triborough route without out

side aid. This same specious objection, which was

first made about fifteen years ago, then caused great

delay. When the Triborough route was first pro

jected, the Interborough and its Wall Street backers,

on the pretext that the city's borrowing capacity

was practically exhausted, caused more delay.

Although unprejudiced persons who had given the

matter careful study, insisted that the borrowing

capacity was ample, a taxpayer's suit to restrain the

city took several years to reach the Court of AP.

peals. This court decided that the funds available

for the construction of new subways amounted to

over a hundred million dollars. -

In order to “make assurance doubly sure," the

friends of the Triborough route secured an amend

ment to the Constitution, which provided that bonds

issued for paying for public franchises should not be

reckoned in the computation of the debt limit. This

added over a hundred million dollars more. Since

that time the large increase in assessed value of real

estate has added to the debt limit, so that it ex

ceeds several hundred million dollars. The de'

limit pretext, therefore, can no longer be worked by

the Interests.

*

To sum up: The whole rapid transit difficulty has

for years been a warfare between the rights of the

people of New York City and the exorbitant demands

of Privilege, Just now, Privilege seems to have

won a victory; but the fight against Privilege has

been waged so steadily for the past fifteen years
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that the public conscience must be now aroused. I

am therefore convinced that there will not be

another Subway steal.

FREDERICK. C. LEUBUSCHER.

dependent" than Taft as “President,” or as “Sena

tor,” or as “Governor”? Why? Why? Why?

CHARLES FREDERICK ADAMS.

INCIDENTAL SUGGESTIONS news NARRATIVE

THE SUPERSTITIONABOUT “JUDGES.”

Brooklyn, N. Y.

In view of the “current” (i. e., steadily flowing)

sanctimonious nonsense as to our “Judges,” whom

the Interests, and their attorneys (.journalistic and

professional, as well as legal) are now begging us

to accept as the modern “American.” Medicine-men

or as oracles of new, “up-to-date” priestcraft or

Theocracy, the publication of the following quota

tions in The Public may be a timely service:—

“If it be charged that the exercise of this power”

—i. e., of refusing to enforce, in a “case” coming up

for decision, any statute which they, the courts,

deem “unconstitutional,”—“virtually constitutes our

courts the masters of the Constitution, with capacity

to nullify its provisions and thus to override the

will of the people, the Answer may be found in the

Fact that the Constitution nowhere imposes the duty

upon either department of government of obeying

the rulings of another, but leaves each free to act

within the sphere of its own appropriate functions.

Consequently, the decisions of even our Highest

Courts are accepted as a finality ONLY in relation

to the particular cases with which they happen to

deal, and their judgments DO NOT impose compul

sory limitations upon the action of any other depart

ment.”—“Constitutional Legislation,” by Prof. John

Ordroneaux, LL. D., Professor of Constitutional Law

in Columbia University, N. Y. (pages 419 and 420

citing Bancroft's History of the Constitution,

vol. 2, pp. 198-202; Inaugural of President Lincoln, as

to Dred Scott case; Marbury vs. Madison, 2 Cranch,

137, etc., etc.).

“It is under the protection of the decision in

the Dartmouth College case, that the most enormous

and threatening powers in our country have been

created; some of the great and wealthy corpora

tions actually having greater influence in the country

at large, and upon the legislation of the country,

than the States to which they owe their corporate

existence. Every privilege granted or right con

ferred—no matter by what means or on what pre

tense—being made inviolable by the constitution"—

i. e., as “construed" by Marshall, under Webster's

manipulation—“the government is frequently found

stripped of its authority in very important particu.

lars, by unwise, careless, or corrupt legislation; and

a clause of the Federal Constitution whose purpose

Was to preclude the repudiation of debts and just

contracts, protects and perpetuates the evil.” (That

is, it is made to do this, by our infallible, impeccable,

independent” courts).--"Constitutional Limitations,”

by Judge Cooley (one of our most distinguished jur.

ists and legal writers).

The toadies and panders of Privilege and Plutoc

*Y are pleading for the “independence” of the

º Let us ask: “Independence” of WHAT2

* WHY? Why must Taft as "judge” be more “in.

The figures in brackets at the ends of paragraphs

refer to volumes and pages of The Public for earlier

information on the same subject.

Week ending Tuesday, August 15, 1911.

End of the Lords' Absolute Veto,

The power of the House of Lords of Great

Britain to sit in absolute judgment upon legisla

tion by the House of Commons is at an end. [See

current volume, page 827.]

+

Following our last report, the next formal step

was taken on the 8th and in the House of Com

mons. This body rejected the vital amendments

proposed by the House of Lords. It did so by a

vote of 321 to 215—a majority of 106. With

minor concessions it then readopted the measure

and returned it to the Lords, where it was for

mally received on the 9th.

+

The amendments conceded by the Commons are

reported by cable as two, one of which relates to

money bills and the other to the duration of Par

liaments. The bearing of the former is upon that

provision of the veto measure which forbids any

veto whatever of money bills passed by the Com

mons; that of the latter is upon the provision that

the Commons must pass other than money bills

three times before the Lords' veto is ineffective,

and this amendment also prevents an extension of

the maximum period fixed for the life of a Par

liament. A motion made by Lord Hugh Cecil

(who led the disorder that prevented the Prime

Minister from speaking in the Commons), that

action on the measure be deferred for three months,

was defeated by 348 to 209—a majority of 139.

+

Before the veto bill reached the House of Lords

on the Sth, that body had adopted, by 282 to 68,

a motion like the Balfour motion which had been

defeated in the Commons by a majority of 119.

But this did not stand in the way of final ac

ceptance of the veto-abolition bill. On the 10th

Lord Morley moved in behalf of the Ministry that

the House of Lords recede from its amendments

and pass the bill. In his speech he gave warning

that every vote against his motion would be in

effect a vote in favor of the prompt creation of a

host of new lords. The King had consented, he
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said, to the creation of any number of lords that

might be necessary to prevent the defeat of the

bill by any possible combination. This warning

brought over to the support of the Ministry

enough votes to give them a bare majority. Over

20 Tory lords voted for Morley’s motion; and the

two archbishops and nine bishops, abandoning the

ecclesiastical policy of holding aloof from party

questions, joined them. Many lords, unwilling to

vote for the motion, yet stunned by the certain al

ternative of so large an accession of commoners

to the peerage, abstained from voting. So the

motion was adopted by 131 to 114, a majority of

17. Consequently the House of Lords hereafter

will have no power to veto any bill which the

Speaker of the House distinguishes as a money

bill; and over any other bill its power of veto will

be inoperative if the Commons, within two years

after its introduction, passes it three times in suc

cessive sessions, the Lords having vetoed it after

its first and its second passage by the Commons.

* *

Payment for Members of Parliament.

The first action of the British House of Com

mons to fall within the protection of the law re

stricting the Lords' veto, took place on the 10th,

when that body adopted, by a vote of 256 to 159,

a resolution proposed by Lloyd George, Chancel

lor of the Exchequer, which provides for the pay

ment of $2,000 annually to members.

+

Members of the British Parliament have nover

yet been paid. Consequently only rich men could

sit in the House of Commons unless subsidized.

The old “chartists” demanded pay for members,

and this is one of the very few remaining demands

of those “dangerous” folk of nearly 100 years ago.

It is probable, however, that the present action

was directly caused by “the Osborne decision”

against the Labor parties. That decision pro

hibited the payment by labor unions of money for

the election and support of Labor party members

of Parliament. By providing $2,000 salaries for

all members, the Commons gives its Labor mem

bers double their previous salary allowance from

the unions.

* *

Labor Strike in England.

A third labor strike of enormous dimensions

was reported on the 12th from England. It fol.

lows close upon a strike of dock laborers and

transport unions in London which the strikers

won last week, and the seamen's strike of a short

time before which, although it centered in Eng

land, extended widely among the ocean-trading

nations, and which also was won by the strikers.

[See current volume, page 660.]

The present strike involves transportation, and

appears to have broken out in several cities.

At Glasgow street car men to the number of 3,000

were reported to be out on the 12th. At Liver.

pool, the strikers were dockmen and carriers, and

large quantities of foodstuffs were reported to

have been moved on the 12th by armed troops

under the orders of magistrates, while the strik

ers looked on. At Manchester reports of the same

day were to the effect that the traction men had

gone out in sympathy with the Liverpool strikers.

Riots in Liverpool and Glasgow were reported on

the 13th, and on the 14th riots in Liverpool in

volving 100,000 men were reported. Meetings of

the traction employes of Liverpool, Glasgow, Man

chester, Bristol, Sheffield and other large cities

were held on the 13th, in consequence of which

it was reported that a general strike of all rail

way men, transport workers and dockers is threat

ened, “unless existing disputes are settled promptly

and satisfactorily.” The dispatches indicate an

enormous labor uprising, but are curiously silent

as to the nature of the dispute. The magnitude ºf

the reported conditions and dangers is wholly

unaccounted for by any explanation of causes.

+ +

Conference of Socialist Officials.

A national conference of Socialist officials

elected by popular vote, met at Milwaukee on the

12th. The Conference was welcomed by Mayor

Seidel, and J. F. Weber, a member of the lower

house of the Wisconsin legislature, presided. On

the 14th there was a discussion of “New Scientii,

Budget-making, the Necessity and the Purpºse,

led by Carl P. Dietz, Comptroller of Milwaukee.

Health Commissioner Kraft of Milwaukee led the

discussion on “Public Health.” Other subjects

were Socialist newspapers, women in Socialist
politics, and the problem of retaining Socialist

control of municipalities once gained. Amºng
the speakers were Congressman Berger, John

Spargo, Morris Hillquit, and Robert Hunter.

+ +

People's Power in Oregon.

In response to inquiries from the East regard;

ing the practical working of the Initiative an
Referendum in Oregon, the Central Labor Council

of Portland and Vicinity has adopted the follow

ing resolutions:

whereas, In a large number of States the strug

gle for the attainment of the Initiative and Refer.

endum is now on, and from those States come let
ters of inquiry regarding the operation of these in

stitutions in Oregon since their adoption in 1902, be

it Resolved, By the Central Labor Council of Port

land and Vicinity, that the people of any community

or commonwealth are assured that the people."
Oregon have proved to their own satisfaction that

it is the only possible way to have a representative
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and republican form of government that is effective

—by the exercise of direct expression of their will

through the operation and retention of the Initia

tive and Referendum and Recall.

Resolved, That the people everywhere are urged

to drop every other issue in preference to that of the

people gaining power to legislate for themselves.

Pledge your candidates hard and fast.

Resolved, That attention is called to the fact that

organized wealth producers in field and factory, the

Grange and the Labor Union, in Oregon unhesitat

ingly, first, last and all the time, endorse, defend and

depend upon the Initiative and Referendum to se

cure better conditions, better government.

Resolved, That all American citizens are urged

everywhere and all the time to work and sacrifice

to secure these sovereign powers that are unsafe to

repose in any other hands than their own; and that

they are warned to beware of any candidate for of.

fice who evades, equivocates or flinches when asked

to pledge himself to secure the people the Initia

tive, Referendum and Recall, to at least as wide and

full a degree as the people of Oregon now enjoy and

successfully exercise. We propose to retain those

powers at all hazards, at any sacrifice, unimpaired,

undiminished.

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be for

warded to the A. F. of L., and to any State Federa

tion of Labor where a struggle is known to be go

ing on to secure these institutions.

(Signed)

WILL DALY, President.

LAWRENCE, Secretary.

+ +

The Singletax in Seattle.

At a meeting of the judiciary committee of the

City Council of Seattle, held in the office of the

Mayor on the 4th, with Acting Mayor Wardall

in the chair, formal steps were taken for the adop

tion locally of land value taxation. Austin E.

Griffiths had introduced a resolution on the 31st

providing for an investigation of Singletax meth

ods and a general revision of the present system

of raising taxes. This resolution was recom

mended for adoption by the committee, and the

announcement was made that unless the Council

could agree on the terms of a charter amendment

to be submitted next March this amendment would

be sent to the voters through a referendum peti

tion. In urging the adoption of the resolution

Councilman Griffiths explained that his plan

would be to increase the tax levy to a point where

it would be possible to reduce all taxes on improve

ments to the minimum ; and that this could be

done by placing full valuation on land and im

provements, and exempting improvements from

ºperation of the tax levy annually. In some form

like this the proposition is expected to go to the

voters at the general election next Spring. [See

current volume, page 829.]

+ +

Arizona and New Mexico.

By a vote of 53 to 18 the Congressional bill

A. W.

granting Statehood to New Mexico and Arizona

was adopted in the Senate on the 8th. [See cur

rent volume, pages 442, 515, 604, 652.]

+

Senator Nelson (Republican) offered an amend

ment striking out of the Arizona Constitution its

provision allowing the recall of judges, but the

proposed amendment was rejected by 43 to 26.

Only two amendments to the bill as it had come

from the House were made by the Senate, both of

which relate to provisions in the New Mexico Con

stitution as to voting on proposed amendments.

They require New Mexico to submit amendments

to the people for making amendments easier. As

the bill has passed both Houses, it requires Ari

zona to submit again to the people the provision

for recalling judges. The decision either way of

the people of either Territory will not prevent

Statehood in either case.

+

Among the Senators voting for the Nelson

amendment was O'Gorman (Democrat) of New

York. Both he and Senator Bailey (Democrat)

of Texas, as well as Bristow (Progressive Repub

lican) of Kansas, and Kenyon (Progressive Repub

lican) of Iowa, voted against the bill as a whole,

along with Brandegee, Burnham, Crane, Curtis,

Dillingham, Heyburn, Lippitt, Wetmore, Nelson,

Oliver, Penrose, Root and Smoot.

+

The bill was signed by Speaker Clark and Vice

President Sherman on the 11th, and was vetoed

by President Taft on the 15th.

+ +

The Wool Tariff.

At the session on the 11th of the Congressional

conference committee for adjusting the disagree

ments of the two Houses on the wool tariff, a

compromise agreement was made on the basis of

a flat 29 per cent tariff on imported wool, and

corresponding rates on woolen manufactures. The
Democrats consented to the advance on wool from

20 per cent to 29, and the progressive Repub

licans receded from 35 to 29. [See current vol

ume, page 830.]

*

The conference report was submitted to the

House on the 12th, and under objection by the
standpat Republicans, was received by a vºte of

162 to so. On the 14th it was adopted in the

House by 206 to 90. Among the Republicans. Yot.

ing with the Democrats for the report were Kent

Murdock, Norris, Davidson, Esch, Kopp, Lehroot,
Morse, and Nelson. On the 15th the report was

passed in the Senate by a vote of 38 to 38.
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The “Farmers’ Free List" Bill.

On the “farmers' free list” bill, the Congres

sional conference committee appeared to be hope

lessly at variance on the 11th. Mr. Underwood

(Democrat) announced the absolute refusal of the

House to accept the Senate amendments con

fining the free admission of meats and cereals to

those coming from countries with which the

United States has reciprocal trade agreements,

which would confine the free importation of those

articles to imports from Canada; and he stated

that the House would insist upon adding lemons

to the free list. Senator Bailey (Democrat) re

sponded that he would never sign a conference

report on those lines. Further discussion was

put over until the 12th, when the same deadlock

was found to have continued. [See current vol

ume, page 830.]

+ +

Tax Reform in New York.

Prior to the recess of the New York legislature

from July 21 to September 6, the following fiscal

reforms, as reported by the New York Tax Reform

Association (29 Broadway. New York City), in

its Bulletin No. 515, and under date of August 1,

1911, were enacted :

Inheritance tax law

graded rates.

“Secured debt” tax, extending the idea of the

mortgage-recording tax and providing a fixed tax

as a substitute for the personal property assessment

of securities.

Change in the method of assessing special fran

chises, which directs the State board to “equalize”

special franchise valuations.

Reform in methods of local assessment.

Collection of fiscal statistics by the State.

Separate valuations of land in all cities, as here

tofore in New York alone.

Automatic equalization within counties.

Ratification of Federal income tax amendment.

amendments establishing

Second passage of “excess condemnation.” [See

The Public, vol. xii, p. 148; vol. xiii, p. 388.]

+ +

The Anti-Imperialist League Honors Edward M.

Shepard.

At a regular meeting of the Executive Commit

tee of the Anti-Imperialist League, held in Bos

ton on the 10th, the following vote was passed:

Resolved, That the late Hon. Edward Morse

Shepard, by his acceptance of an official position in

the Anti-Imperialist League and by his earnest and

active co-operation in its campaign, has earned the

gratitude of its membership, the respect of his fel

low-citizens and the affection of the Filipino people.

Mr. Shepard's high ideal of democracy could not

tolerate without protest the violent departure from it

involved in the annexation of a foreign territory

without the consent of its inhabitants.

Though such a loyal party man as to avoid for

the most part identification with any other than the

Iarty organization, setting free the Philippine Islands

was in Mr. Shepard's belief a duty so imperative and

So urgent that he made it an instant matter at all

opportunities. We deeply regret that he could not

see the fruition of our labors now hopefully antici.

pated.

Mr. Shepard's wise counsels and hearty sympathy

will be greatly missed by the League, which extends

its condolence to his family and friends.

ERVING WINSLOW, Secretary.

[See current volume, pages 442, 804.]

+ +

General Leconte Elected President of Hayti.

General Cincinnatus Leconte was elected Presi

dent of Hayti on the 14th, by the National As

sembly, according to the provisions of the Haytian

Constitution. The vote of the Assembly was

unanimous. While the Assembly was in session

over the election the building was surrounded by

20,000 soldiers of General Leconte's army. [See

current volume, page 828.]

- -

NEWS NOTES

—Tokyo, the capital city of the Japanese Empire,

is this summer municipalizing its street railways.

—United States Senator William Pierce Frye

died on the 8th at Lewiston, Me., at the age of 81.

—Thomas W. Swan will address the Chicago Single

Tax Club (508 Schiller Bldg.), on the evening of the

18th, on “The Single Tax Among the Negroes.”

—President Taft signed on the 8th the reappor

tionment bill under which the House of Representa

tives is increased from 391 to 433 members. [See

current volume, page 830.]

—The annual report of the Kenosha (Wis.) munic.

ipal water plant was filed with the city clerk on the

10th. It shows a net profit to the city during the

preceding twelve months of nearly $35,000.

—The heat wave continues to dominate Europe.

On the 9th the thermometer marked 100 degrees in

Paris and 95 in London, and for the first time shirt

sleeves appeared in the House of Commons. [See

current volume, page 831.]

—Pueblo, Colo., has adopted the Grand Junction

plan of commission government for cities, the char.

acteristic feature of which is preferential voting,

although it retains the Initiative, Referendum and

Recall feature of the Des Moines plan.

—The Conference Committee of Congress, on the

bill for the limitation and publicity of campaign

expenses, agreed on the 12th. The bill limits

expenses for Congressional candidates to $5,'"

and for Senatorial to $10,000, and makes its pro

visions applicable to primaries as well as elections

—President Eloy Alfaro of Ecuador, whose term

was expiring, was reported on the 12th to have re.

signed his office, and taken refuge at the Chilean

legation. The President of the Senate, Carlos Freile,

had assumed the duties of the Executive and had

formed a provisional government. The Presidency

is claimed by the President-elect, Emilio Estrada.
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and by General Flavio Alfaro, his opponent at the

elections. Troops sympathizing with Alfaro were

reported to be marching on the capital city of Quito.

[See vol. xiii, p. 542.]

—The Portuguese Constituent Assembly, which

convened in Lisbon in June, debates the proposed

new constitution for the Republic of Portugal on five

days each week, and it is expected to be completed

before the end of this month. [See current volume,

page 784.]

—Germany retains her warships at Agadir, Mo

rocco, in spite of the English and French protests.

On the 14th it was announced from Gibraltar that

the British Mediterranean cruiser fleet had sailed for

Tetuan, Morocco. It is also reported that three

French warships have sailed for Casa Blanca, Mo

rocco. [See current volume, page 827.]

—Speaking on the 12th, at the Universal Races

congress now in session at the University of London,

Mrs. Archibald Little, formerly resident in China,

said that as a democracy the United States could

not compare with China. In China anyone might

rise to the highest position, and the meanest coolie

knew how to behave himself. It ill became England

and America, who least taught manners in their

schools, to talk of teaching civilization to the East.

The Chinese had always despised the soldier, and it

was only now that they were being taught to admire

him. [See current volume, page 784.]

—The street car system of Belfast, Ireland, is

owned and operated by the city. Every part of the

work connected with the building of a tram car can

be carried out, says the Daily Consular Report of

August 5, 1911, “at the works, except the trucks and

electrical equipment, which are imported from the

United States. The total revenue of the under

taking for the fiscal year ended March 31, 1901,

amounted to $1,062,361, an increase of $70,205 over

the preceding period. The working expenses

amounted to $549,717, an increase of $27,371. This

left a working profit of $512,644, an increase of

$43,612. The net revenue (or disposable profit)

amounted to $263,038, being an increase of $377,178.”

—A mutiny on board the Spanish battleship Nu

mancia, lying at Tangier, on the 5th, was suppressed,

and on the 8th, 26 of the mutineers, having been tried

by court martial, were shot. The mutiny is re

garded as political. It is said that eighty sailors

revolted and, crying “Long live the Republic,” tried

to take possession of the warship, but were over

powered. The government attributes the mutiny to

an anti-military propaganda being carried on by

socialists and labor unionists, as a protest against

the Spanish intervention in Morocco. Telegrams

out of Spain had been stopped on the 13th, and it

was believed in Paris that there had been an upris

ing in Barcelona and Cadiz, following the mutiny on

the Numancia and the execution of the mutineers.

[See current volume, page 350.]

-The tenth Zionist Congress opened at Basel,

Switzerland, on the 9th, with 500 delegates present,

Coming from all parts of the world. The President,

David Wolffsohn of Cologne, reviewed the immense

Progress of the Zionist movement since its inception,

*nd despite the great obstacles of the opposition he

*lared that it was the ardent desire of the zionists

to become a loyal and useful part of the Ottoman Em

pire, which throughout history at present, he said,

had been exceedingly kind to the Jews. On the 10th

Professor Otto Warburg of Berlin, described the

results of the work that had been done in Palestine

during twenty years without political or diplomatic

influence, for the benefit of not only the Jewish

element but of the whole population. One hundred

thousand Jews are engaged in agriculture or in the

manufacture of oil, soap and cement. [See vol. xii,

p. 1257; vol. xiii, p. 636.]

—The international aviation meet in Chicago this

week is calling out enormous crowds of spectators,

estimated on some days as over half a million. From

twelve to twenty airships may be seen in air at

one time, flying over the meadows of Grant Park, or

out over Lake Michigan, or far aloft in the blue, all

trying after some of the records. On the 15th Walter

Badger of Pittsburgh was killed by a sudden violent

dip which wrenched and wrecked his Baldwin biplane,

burying him under it. Two hours later St. Croix

Johnstone of Chicago, in a Moisant monoplane, fly

ing high over Lake Michigan, met with some disaster,

presumably an explosion of his engine, and aviator

and machine fell, at first as if diving, then precipi

tately, into the lake, where Johnstone met his death,

if indeed the injuries he manifestly sustained previ

ously, had not already caused death. [See current

volume, page 830.)

Press opinions

-

-

A World-Girdling Labor Strike.

The Mirror (William Marion Reedy), August 3.−

Probably the greatest strike the world has known

since strikes began has been won by the strikers

without the public knowing much about it. The

seamen's strike girdled the world. It tied up every

port of every civilized country. And the steamship

companies “gave in” within less than a week. The

great daily press has been almost silent upon the

subject of this triumph of the first world-strike.

Now that the seamen have asserted their power,

perhaps our government will see to a rectification

of the laws under which the sailor aboard ship is

a slave in a prison under a tyrant and almost with

out any redress.

+ +

The Seamen's Strike in Europe.

Coast Seamen's Journal (Labor), Aug. 2.-The

most important fact is that the “stoppage” did stop

shipping, thus proving that the seaman is still an

important, and indeed indispensable factor in the

business. Next in order of importance is the fact

that the seamen have gained a substantial increase

of wages all around, at the same time securing

recognition of their union by the leading shipping

companies, including both Federation and non-Fed

eration firms. The third great fact now apparent

to everybody is that the seamen have delivered a

crushing blow to the prestige of the Shipping Fed

eration. The Federation was first compelled to dis

claim any authority on the wage question; then it
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was forced to “advise” a “moderate increase of

wages in certain ports”; finally it was forced to

acknowledge its inability either to tie-up the ves

sels or to prevent its members from making their

own terms with the seamen. . . . One of the most

inspiring features of the great strike is the ab

sence of anything approaclling violence or turmoil.

. . . In no other country in the world could a strike

of such magnitude be carried on with so little at

tempt to frustrate it by overt act or unwarranted in

terference on the part of public authorities. If the

authorities of Great Britain were disposed to over

look infractions of the law by the Federation in the

matter of the provisions dealing with the manning

of ships, they at least made no attempt to intimi

date the men on Strike.

+ +

Is Fisher Ballinger's Alter Ego?

La Follette's, Aug. 5.-President Taft has not

changed his conservation policy. It is the same

“reign of law” inaugurated by Ballinger and repudi

ated by the public. Ballinger is now gone, crowned

with Presidential laurels; but Ballingerism remains.

This is the meaning of Taft's statement in the Con

troller Bay case. The Pinchot-Roosevelt conserva

tion policy, so contemptuously discarded at the be

ginning of the present Administration, is still dis

tasteful to the President. These lands skirting the

shore of Controller Bay, should never have been

thrown open to private individuals. Do not lose

sight of that fact. It is the essential fact in this

Controversy. The manner in which Taft let Ryan

get a foothold on this strategic point is important

only as it illuminates the Taft method. The act it

self is very important as showing how insecure are

our valuable natural possessions under the Taft

policy.

* •k

Roosevelt's Umbrella for the Steel Trust.

The (New York) Nation (ind.), Aug. 10.—While

four years of opportunity for contemplation have

failed to reveal to Mr. Roosevelt any possibilities of

defect in the little transaction of November 4, 1907,

between himself and Messrs. Gary and Frick, upon

other minds inconvenient doubts obtrude themselves.

It took him only the brief space intervening be

tween his breakfast on that morning and the open

ing of the New York Stock Exchange to decide that

if in the future the steel magnates should be charged

with having been actuated by any monopolistic mo

tive, this would not represent “what could honestly

be said, but what might recklessly and untruthfully

be said”; and yet there are to-day great numbers of

people who are not in the least either reckless or

untruthful, and who think that no other supposition

really fits the facts.

•F +

Foreign “News.”

The (Philadelphia) Saturday Evening Post (ind.),

August 5.-We hardly expect to find in our daily

paper a coherent account of any European event

other than an earthquake, the assassination of a

great personage, or a king's coronation. If it were

not for some other sources of information we should

suppose that nothing else which was of interest to

the inhabitants of the United States ever happened

over there—with one notable exception. We do

find periodically a long cablegram describing how

this or that opulent American lady is making a

tremendous figure in the élite society of the Old

World. In view of this practical monopoly—believ

ing, also, the ladies must have the good of their

native land at heart—we were thinking of getting

up a petition praying them to instruct their press

agents to smuggle in a few lines now and then about

politics or commerce. . . . We want to arrange it

some way so that European news will not consist

mainly of silly rot.

+ +

The Singletax for Missouri.

The (Boston) Christian Science Monitor (re

ligious), July 31.-Advocates of the Henry George

system of taxation have long been wishing and

hoping for an opportunity of trying it out on a large

scale, that the world might thereby be quickly and

thoroughly convinced of its practicability. It is

frankly confessed by the doubters that the system

has nowhere yet had a fair trial. In cases where

communities have adopted it they have been com:

pelled to comply with the general taxation laws; not

only has it been incumbent upon them to provide

necessary revenues under their own method of

assessment, but they have been forced to meet the

demands of the State. There have been efforts along

the line of obtaining permission from the States to

organize independent Single Tax districts, but these

have failed for various reasons, mainly Constitu.

tional. It is now proposed in Missouri, however, to

amend the State Constitution. There has been

for over thirty years, and there is today a fear among

conservatives that if the Henry George method

should be adopted the rights of property, somehow or

other, would be destroyed, whereas the advocates of

the Single Tax system believe that these rights

would be strengthened. However this may, the fact

remains that some of the clearest and ablest political

economists in the world have unlimited faith in the

ability of the Single Tax system to produce an ample

revenue by equitable means. They look to it, more

over, to bring about economic conditions of the most

salutary character, to work out social problems that

are now perplexing humanity, to make for construe.

tive as well as cleaner methods in politics. Missouri

is to decide before long whether it shall become

the testing ground for this important economic innº

vation, and the decision will serve to show whether

any great advance has recently been made by its

advocates against the bulwarks of conservatism and

prejudice that are always ready for the defense of

old Systems.

+ + +

In the life-long fight to be waged by every one

single-handed against a host of foes, the last requº
site for a good fight, the last proof and test of our

courageous manfulness, must be loyalty to truth

the most rare and difficult of all human qualities

For such loyalty, as it grows in perfection asks ever

more and more of us, and sets before us a standard

of manliness always rising higher and hisher

Thomas Hughes.
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CLEAR THE WAY.

By Algernon Charles Swinburne.

Clear the way, my lords and lackeys' you have had

your day.

Here you have your answer—Britain's yea against

your nay;

Long enough your House has held you; up, and clear

the way!

Lust and falsehood, craft and traffic, precedent and

gold,

Tongue of courtier, kiss of harlot, promise bought

and sold,

Gave you heritage of empire over thralls of old.

Now that all these things are rotten, all their gold

is rust,

Quenched the pride they lived by, dead the faith and

cold the lust,

Shall their heritage not also turn again to dust?

By the grace of these they reigned, who left their

sons their sway;

By the grace of these what Britain says her Lords

unsay;

Till at length her cry goes forth against them—

“Clear the way!”

By the grace of trust in treason knaves have lived

and lied;

By the force of fear and folly fools have fed their

pride;

By the strength of sloth and custom reason stands

defied.

Lest perchance your reckoning on some later day be

worse, s

Halt and hearken, lords of land and princes of the

purse,

Ere the tide be full that comes with blessing and

with curse.

Where we stand, as where you sit, scarce falls a

sprinkling spray;

But the wind that swells, the wave that follows,

none shall stay; -

Spread no more of sail for shipwreck; out, and clear

the way!

• ‘F +

THE TRANSLATION.

John Smith Kendall in The Outlook.

“Gretchen,” said the angel, very gently, “it is

time for us to go.” -

Yes, sir,” replied Gretchen, obediently.

he was always obedient. As far back as she

ºld Remember, she had always said “Yes, sir,”

* “Yes, ma'am.” But it had not often been

with the pleasant feeling of grateful anticipation

With which she said it InOW.

Gretchen was a little scullery-maid, and worked

in the kitchen of a great house, in the wealthiest

part of the town, a house in which dwelt Herr

Herrmann, the pickle-maker. It was a rich man's

kitchen, but kitchens are all much alike, and

Gretchen could not recall anything that made her

duties lighter or happier just because it was Herr

Herrmann for whom she worked. In fact, Herr

Herrmann, if he knew of her existence at all, gave

no sign thereof, but ate and drank and sent the

soiled platters and the wine-stained goblets down

to the dark corner where Gretchen was always on

duty, in numbers which showed that, so far as he

was concerned, it made no difference how long or

how hard she toiled at her laborious and un

attractive task.

But she never complained. In fact, she never

thought how hard the work was. She had never

known anything else, and to labor long and hard

was her life, the essential of existence, which she

never thought of changing. Sometimes she ad

mired the lustrous ware that she cleaned, or the

shine of the glass that emerged, bright and drip

ping, from her pan; but these were things that

pertained to Herr Herrmann's sphere, and could

not, in the natural order of things, figure in hers,

except to be lathered and rinsed and dried on

towels and put away in tall presses, under the

eye of the butler or the housekeeper, to whom she

always said, as she now said to the angel, “Yes,

sir,” and “Yes, ma'am.”

Now it was very strange, but at the very mo

ment that the angel went into the scullery and

took Gretchen by the hand and led her away,

another angel walked up the big front stair and

into Herr Herrmann's bedroom. He went in un

announced, and Herr Herrmann, looking up from

his morning's newspaper, and seeing the visitor

standing on the threshold, growled at him an

inhospitable “Well, what do you want, hey?”

“You,” answered the angel, curtly.

“Me?” exclaimed Herr Herrmann, scornfully.

“You can’t have me, and that's all about it. Now

get out!”

But the angel advanced to Herr Herrmann's

chair and put a cool, strong hand upon Herr

Herrmann's arm. The rich man started, looked

up with sudden, wide, comprehending eyes.

“Well,” he said, irritably, “if we have to go,

let us go at once!”

But Herr Herrmann left the house by the

front door, and Gretchen went out by the area

door, and consequently they did not meet—not

till the journey was over. And then they met in

a curious place, and, as it seemed to them, a long

time later, though, as a matter of fact, it was

only an hour or two. It was in a sort of garden,

or meadow, with trees and flowers, and a little

river that flowed murmuringly between banks

thick with velvety turf; with here and there a

mossy marble bench in a shady corner, where one
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might sit and think; and the golden light of mid

afternoon slept like a benediction upon the whole

tranquil landscape.

Gretchen and her angel were walking there be

side the river.

“I must go back to Herr Herrmann's,” said

Gretchen presently. “It is past luncheon-time,

and there will be the dishes to wash—oh, ever so

many dishes You know, Herr Herrmann al

ways eats a great deal at luncheon.”

The angel smiled. “I know,” he

“But you need not hurry.

wash the dishes today.”

“There is no one else,” Gretchen hastened to

assure him. “Indeed there is not. You see,

Hildebrand, the butler, will not touch them, and

Frau Schmidt says that it is not fit work for a

lady who wants to keep her knuckles soft and

white; and so I must do it.”

“Is that why your hands are so rough and red?”

asked the angel.

Gretchen glanced down shamefacedly at those

poor members of hers, awkwardly aware that

years of soap and hot water had destroyed what

ever beauty they must once have had. At the

same time she wished that the angel had not seen

them. Not that she felt it unkind of him to

look or to comment; it wasn’t in her gentle heart

to think of that; but only that she wished that

her hands had been white and plump, like Frau

Schmidt's.

“Oh, oh!” she cried, in astonishment.

aren't red any more ' What has happened to

them? These are not my hands at all !” For,

strange as it may appear, all the marks of labor

and ill-usage were gone, the cracked red skin was

whole and white, and the ugly hands which

Gretchen remembered were now beautiful indeed

—yes, far more beautiful than Frau Schmidt’s

were, or ever could be.

“Everything is different here,” said the angel,

kindly. “It is not what one does, but what one

is, that makes one either beautiful or ugly. And

because you have been meek and humble of

spirit, and good and gentle of heart, you are—

but look ' You shall see for yourself.”

He led her to the side of the little river and

bade her look down into its crystal depths, where

her entire form was repeated as in a superb mirror.

Gretchen gazed, transfixed with surprise and de

light; for she saw therein a tall and stately

maiden, with sweet, warm, red lips and golden

hair, and eyes which shone like the evening stars

with tender light.

“Am I like that—now * she asked at length.

The words were whispered under her breath, as

much a question addressed to herself as to the

angel.

“It is indeed you,” he answered. “You will

always be like that, only lovelier as the years go

answered.

Some one else will

“They

by, growing more and more lovely throughout

eternity.”

“Then,” said Gretchen, naively, “this must be

heaven.”

“It is, indeed,” smiled the angel. “And, little

maid, it is because in the darkness and toil of

Herr Herrmann's scullery you kept yourself good

and loving that now, in this place, where only

the good and the loving can be happy, you have

become what you are.”

They walked on across the smooth lawns and be:

side the sweet-smelling flower-beds, Gretchen full

of wonder at the transformation that had been

wrought in her, and the angel looking at her from

time to time with grave, wise, smiling eyes. Once

he caught her glancing surreptitiously at her re

juvenated hands—they were so white and fine that

she could not resist doing so; whereat poor

Gretchen blushed furiously and hid her arms up

to the elbow in the robe she wore—a robe which

she noted with amazement, was softer and richer

and more lustrous than any garment she had ever

seen before, such a dress as Frau Schmidt had

never owned, no, nor the wife of Herr Herrmann

either, for that matter.

Filled with new ideas, Gretchen walked on

ward, hardly seeing where she went, until sud

denly she was roused to a realization of her sur

roundings by a tiny but querulous voice from the

grass almost beneath her feet. “Here, girl,” it

said imperiously, in spite of its minute volume,

“can't you look where you are going? A little

more and you would have walked on me! The

impertinence of some people! Absolutely insuf

ferable !” -

“Oh, I beg your pardon,” cried Gretchen, peni

tently. -

Looking more intently, she saw that the voice

proceeded from a minute figure of a man, portly,

bald-headed, with a red nose and hard eyes—a

man who, she thought with a smile, looked amaz:
ingly like Herr Herrmann. It was an absurd

fancy, she told herself, for Herr Herrmann, as

she well knew, was a big, burly individual, quitº

overshadowing her small self, as she remembered

him; and, moreover, hadn’t he a gorgeous man
sion, and endless riches, and all manner of de

lightful things? Why should he leave them, tº
come to this place, which the angel called

heaven?

“But, you know, my child,” said the angel, an:
swering her unspoken thought, “it really is Herr

Herrmann.”

Gretchen laughed. “Is that you, Herr Hºr
man?” she asked, addressing the manikin at her

feet.

“Certainly it is,” the answer floated up to lº,
“And who are you, reckless woman that you are:

“Why, I’m Gretchen–Gretchen, the scullery

maid. 'I work in your kitchen, Herr Herrmann,

you know.”
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irº, don’t know.” and the tones were still more

ti ted. “And if you do, you lazy baggage, it's

* You were back there. I warrant the dishes

* all unwashed!” - -

“thi ut, Herr Herrman,” expostulated Gretchen,

's gentleman”—she indicated the angel—“says

* not to wash any more dishes.”

The little man reflected a moment. Evidently

*re was something in the angel's port which

"aunted him. “Ah, well,” he said finally, “I sup

!'” so. If he says so—yes, I presume—that's all
right.”

Gretchen sank down upon one of the marble

*hes, and thus brought herself nearer the level

ºf the diminutive speaker. She saw him quite

Clearly now. It was indeed Herr Herrmann, but

how Small—how ridiculously small ! She laughed

* little to herself, and then, turning to the angel,

asked, “But why isn’t he large and strong and

red, Just as he used to be?”

That's what I want to know,” interposed the

"lºnikin, perching himself upon the root of a
tree which grew beside the bench and spread its

grateful shade over the cool grass and even down

!" the gliding river. “Yes, that's what I want

tº know! Incredible! I, Herr Herrmann, the

º man in Dordrecht, to be reduced to this

º size; whereas Gretchen, my little scullion,

wº º: could have been much to look at, any

i. ere, she is, fifty times my stature and ra:
(:0 ** as the sunshine itself ' What is the world

"""; to when poor folk behave like that? That's

"... I want to know;

- ſt ls a very simple matter,” replied the angel,

*"...ºly. Both of you people are dead.”

ºnº jumped up indignantly.
tiny voi O yº. Call this dead?” he shouted in his

alive \"", “I’m not a bit dead. I’m just as
as I ever was 1”

aroº "à. answered the angel. “I mean you

word. Rº",". that people on earth use the

or." ' doesn’t make a particle of dif

*.#. Gretchen, mystified, “why does

“This .." Hermann so tiny and me so tall?”

heaven. '. ºn which we three are now is called

here than. People are better fitted to thrive

earth that i."; Those who have so lived on

it were, when i. nd themselves quite at home, as

in their norm º cºme here, are permitted to re

their mindsº 1...". and if they have trained

oliness, why, th earts In thoughts of beauty and

that conforms t ey acquire an outward seeming

That is why dº their inward spiritual condition.

for, though j." “hen has become what she is now,

errHºn. only a drudge in your kitchen,

§entle little iri ** was always a sweet, obedient,

Great spirit ś whose spirit dwelt near to the

3 and that is why you have become
What you a

into hiº. "“ause you do not fit very wei

“This isn’t heaven,” ejaculated Herr Herrmann,

angrily. “If it is, I do not think much of the

place.”

“Well,” returned the angel, mildly, “perhaps

you are right. It is heaven for those who know

it to be such, and it is—well, you have your

own word for it, Herr Herrmann, haven't you?—

for those who do not find it, shall we say, con

genial? You see, Herr Herrmann, all you did

while you were on earth was to make and save

money; and you had much of it; but the soul of

you, the essential you, never had any opportunity

to grow. When you died, all at once the money

passed out of your possession, and the only thing

which you knew how to do well, which was to

make money, became a quite useless accomplish

ment. What remained came up to heaven. It was

very little that remained, Herr Herrmann. That

is why you are now so insignificant a person.”

Herr Herrmann sat silent a few moments on

the tree-root. Then he said in a low tone, “And

will I always be thus?”

“Ah,” replied the angel, “that is for you to say.

If you know how to grow, you will grow. But that

is something which you will have to find out for

yourself.”

Gretchen’s eyes filled with tears. “Poor Herr

Herrmann (* she said, sympathetically. “Isn't

there something I can do for you?”

As she spoke a new brightness sparkled in her

eyes, a fresher beauty flushed her soft round

cheek, a clearer gold seemed to glitter in her

shining hair. Herr Herrmann looked at her with

sudden understanding.

“You have done it, Gretchen,” he cried, eager

ly. “I think I begin to see the way.”

* * *

A MOTTO FOR A REAL ES TAT. E.

PAPER.

A Letter from Bolton Hall to the New York Record

and Guide.

Speaking of “Subways and Social Reform,” you

Słł W :

‘rie accomplishment of such results will probably

be worth the millions which they will cost the tax

payer, but for the present we are looking at the

matter from the point of view of the people who

will pay the bill, and from their standpoint it is

difficult to be very enthusiastic.

As a real estate owner, I suppose I am one of

those who will be called upon to pay the bill; but

I feel somewhat enthusiastic over the prospect,

because I know that every improvement in the

condition of the earth—agricultural, mechanical,

social, political, ethical, educational or even

religious—must go eventually and mainly to the

benefit of the owners of the earth.

This motto would not be a bad one for a real

estate paper.

New York, July 17. BOLTON HALL.
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THE SINGLE TAX IN MOTION.

Land Values Taxation in Practice. A Record of the

Progress in Legislation of the Principles of Land

Values Taxation. By the late Max Hirsch, author

of “Democracy versus Socialism,” etc.

Many questions about the extent of the actual

application of Singletax principles, such as are

often asked, could not be better answered with

reference to the progress made down to 1908 than

by this little posthumous volume.

Max Hirsch” was the Singletax leader in Aus

tralia. Among the Freetrade leaders of that

Commonwealth he was easily in the front rank,

and probably not farther down the line than sec

ond. In some of his recognized qualities of lead

ership he was not only unsurpassed but unequaled.

The manuscript of this book, which he left un

finished, has been edited by competent hands.

But as an authoritative record it is not intended

to serve needs for information regarding progress

subsequent to 1908, which leaves out much of

great value—the Lloyd George Budget, the Van

couver experiment, and the Oregon movement,

among the rest. Yet the book offers more com

plete and later information of practical progress

in Australia and New Zealand than anything

else in a form so convenient and trustworthy.

Its character is well described by the editor in

his preface, where he writes of it that it “is the

outcome of much laborious research, and forms

an admirable summary of the attempts made

throughout the world to deal with the problem

that everywhere is imperatively pressing for solu

tion, viz., How best to conserve the inherent rights

of the community as well as of the individual in

relation to the land and improvements thereon.”

In describing his purpose Mr. Hirsch warns his

readers that the work “is intended not so much

to make propaganda for the taxation of land val

ues as to hearten those who are in the movement

by showing them how much has already been

achieved.” How much has been achieved, would

surprise even the most enthusiastic followers of

Henry George, as they turn the 120 pages of Mr.

Hirsch's book. To be sure there are followers of

George who don’t consider the difference between

paths to a place and the place itself; or who are

so intent upon the goal that they can’t see the

path, though myriads of feet are treading forward

on it. To these Mr. Hirsch’s book will reveal

nothing. Similarly there are those who know not

Henry George and his ways, some of whom would

be among his followers of they did know. Others

wouldn’t, for they like not either the path or its

*See The Public, volume viii, page 22; volume xii. pages

361, 471, 493, 497.

goal. But all are in a tangle of ignorance or

worse that hides from them the significance of

the facts that Mr. Hirsch’s book reveals to others,

Apart, however, from such followers of Henry

George as are enthusiastic for the goal but in.

different to the path, and from the irrationally

hostile, there is a large body of reasonable per

sons, some friendly and others unfriendly, to whom

the contents of Mr. Hirsch's book will be big with

meaning. Here is the story, in narrative and

statistics, of New Zealand as the pioneer in land

value taxation. Here also is the story of New

South Wales, which has taken New Zealand for

an example and gone farther. South Australia,

Queensland, Western Australia and Tasmania are

all treated compactly in the tellino and fully in

the figures. The story of Great Britain and that

of Germany are also told, although there was

much less to tell of them when Max Hirsch laid

down his pen than there is now. Of the United

States, Fairhope figures in the book, as do similar

colony experiments, including Arden.

There is nothing more, because there was only

that much to tell. The Oregon movement had

begun but a little while before—too recently for

Mr. Hirsch to have got the facts. Canada gets

as much attention as could be given to it in Mr.

Hirsch's day. Denmark also appears, and Swit

zerland, and Rome, each with its mite of contribu

tion to the treading of paths toward the Single

tax goal.

When all these advances in legislation are con

sidered, observant and thoughtful readers will be

ready to say with Mr. Hirsch, that “whoever

knows the mighty forces of self interest, prejudice

and inertia which stand in the way of legislation

embodying even one step towards the goal of

social equity, must realize that the change in pub

lic opinion extends far beyond the change in

legislation.” This is more obviously true today

than it was when Mr. Hirsch wrote the words,

though all who had eyes to see and ears to hear

were, like him, well aware of it even then.

+ + +

AN EXPOSURE OF “REPRESENTA

TIVE” GOVERNMENT.

The Minnesota Legislature of 1911. The Writing of

which was Made Difficult by the Masks which

Men Wore. In Half the Crucial Events of the

Session “the Voice was Jacob's Voice, but the

Hands were the Hands of Esau.” Published by

Lynn Haines, 919 New York Life Bldg., Minne.

apolis, Minn. Price: Paper, 60 cents; cloth, $1.

If you would understand some of the ins and

outs of that “representative” government, which

the corporations love so well and for which their

legislative hired men work so faithfully, read this

book. It is not a treatise. It is a simple story—

a story with the proof–of how the legislature of
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ºne State was worked last year If you live in

other States, this book may prove suggestive of

how your own legislature is worked. And please

note that the “representative” system usually is

Wºrked. It seldom works—not as a representa

tive of public interests. As Mr. Haines has made

t his business for several years to keep tab on the

ſinnesota legislature, and with a tab system as

effective as it is unique, his book is one of the most

"seful in all the literature of efforts at compelling

honest representation.

+ + +

A SINGLE TAX STORY IN SPANISH.

Pel Modo de Hagerse Rico sin Trabajar. Por Eduardo

Homer Bailey. Traducida por Antonio Albendin.

Precio, 25 centimos. Ronda (Spain), Imprenta

*ondena, Plaza del Ayuntamiento 1911.

All, who have read Edward Homer Bailey's ad

!ºble little story entitled “How to Get Rich

Without Working,” first published in 1897 in

ºn edition of 10,000, will be glad to know that it
has ºn translated into Spanish by Antonio

Albendin, an agricultural engineer whose name is

* known to readers of The Public. The trans

"...as furnished an introduction in which the

º of Henry George, whereof the story is

"ustration, are related to the financial re

"*, of the British Chancellor of the Exche

º David Lloyd George. In an appendix Mr.

;"endin invites his reders to join the Spanish

#. for the Singletax (Liga Espanola para el

!". Unico), explains briefly the theory of

..ºx. and tells what has already been

º other countries to bring the theory into

sold ..". ſealization. This excellent little book is

Impre º Cºntinos” (5 cents) by the publishers,

º Rondºna. Plaza del Ayuntamiento,

arº * The publishers announce in prep

from II º Modern Physiocrats,” an extract

º, ºr George’s “Science of Political Econ

*- ALICE THACHER POST.

"Sold by the book

- depa - *“nts, postage prepaid eDartment of The Public, for five

T

BOOKS RECEIVED
*Lºstº

–Political Tºº'--~~~~TE -

Period !".º New York grººm.
Studies in Histo War. By Sidney David Brummer.

Whole Number. lºconomics and Public Law.

º; Longmans." Published by Columbia Univer.

1911. - .00 **n & Co., Agents, New York.

T-A Survey -

China. By ºn "stitutional Development in

Pub g Yen. Studies in History,

ublished b - -a W. Whole Number 104.

& y Columbia University, Longmans, Green
0., Age

nts, New York. 1911. Price, $1.00.

TCollections

*y. Volume #, the *linois State Historical Li.

• Lincoln Series, Volume I, The

Lincoln-Douglas Debates of 1858. Edited with in

troduction and notes by Edwin Erle Sparks. Pub

lished by the trustees of the Illinois State Historical

Library, Springfield, Ill., 1908. (The Secretary

of State is obliged to announce that because of

the limited number published, this volume is not

for general distribution.)

PAMPHLETS

Los Angeles Playgrounds.

Recreation centers for children and adults have

become a much appreciated part of life in Los An

geles. The report of the Playground Commission

from December 1, 1908, to June 30, 1910 —text, pic

tures, ground plans, programs, financial statements

and all—lends its evidence to the truths in the

“Constructive Creed” of the Playground Association

of America. The habit of playing together pro

motes health, home and democracy.

+ +

A. L. G.

Labor Legislation.

The second quarterly issue of the American Labor

Legislation Review (1 Madison Ave., New York) is a

thorough compilation of the State laws now in force

for “Comfort, Health and Safety in Factories.” The

States are listed in alphabetical order, comparisons

are made systematically by columns, these hundred

pages offering to the investigator complete informa

tion in very useful form. Brief and authoritative

topical criticism of these laws closes with an essay

by John and Irene Andrews on “Scientific Stand

ards in Labor Legislation,” a plea for “laws so formu

lated as to be readily enforced.” And, strange ex

perience for the Illinoisan, he finds his State's “new

Labor Code,” “in the front rank of the most pro

gressive.”

A. L. G.

+ +

Pamphlets Received.

Among the pamphlets recently received are the

following:

The Lorimer “Jack Pot" Exposure: The Youth Who

Made It and His Crucifixion. By William Prentiss. Chi

cago, June, 1911.

Electrolysis of Water Pipes in the City of Chicago.

Heport Prepared by the Chicago Hureau of Public Ef

ficiency, 900 Masonic Temple, Chicago. July, 1911.

The Use and Abuse of Things. Straggling Thoughts

on Human Struggles. By Daniel W. Martin. Published

by the Author, 2132 Beverly Road, Flatbush, N. Y. July,

1911.

Savings and Annuity Plan Proposed for Hetirement of

Superannuated Civil-Service Employes. By Herbert I).

Brown. Presented by Mr. Cummins, January 10, 1911.

Senate Document 7 (5. Washington, D. C. 1911.

Report of the New York City Commission on Con

gestion of Population. Transmitted to the Mayor and

the Board of Aldermell, February 28, 1911. Printed by

the Lecouver Press Co., 51 Vesey St., New York.

Report submitted by Mr. Underwood, from the Corn

mittee on Ways and Means on the Bill H. R. 12S12 To

Reduce the Duties on Manufactures of Cotton. July 26,

1911. Printed at the Government Printing office, Wash

ington, D. C. 1911,
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The Dorkins family had returned from the sum

er vacation.

Two days had elapsed. -

“John,” said Mrs. Dorkins, “it’s time we had some

lver things to eat with, isn't it?”

“Yes.”

(Long pause.)

“John '''

“Yes?”

“I wish you'd go and find the spoons, forks, and

other things you insisted on hiding before we went

away.”

“Don’t you know where they are?”

“No; you didn’t tell me.”

“Maria,” said Mr. Dorkins helplessly, “all I re.

member is that I hid the silver. I have no more

idea than the man in the moon where I put it. I've

spent five hours looking for it since we came back,

and haven't turned it up yet. While you were

asleep last night and the night before I was ran.

A Little Thoughtfulness.

If you have never asked any of your friends to subscribe to The Public, a great pleasure

s well as surprise awaits you.

First, you will find them thankful of the opportunity, and second, you will find the task

n easy one.

It's mainly a matter of thinking of it at the right time.

ncinnati, August 12, 1911 Daniel KleFER.

Our Small B00ks and Pamphlets.

The Crime of Poverty.

By HENRY GEORGE.

Price, postpaid, 10c.

A Great Iniquity.

By LEO TOLSTOY.

With portraits. Price, postpaid, 10c.

Gerrit Smith on Land Monopoly.
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sacking this house for that silver. All I know is

that it's somewhere, and that it's perfectly safe.

It'll turn up some day. Now will you please let me

alone for a while? I’m reading the testimony in the

Lorimer investigation, and—by George! That re

minds me! I hid the stuff in the bathroom, away

back under the tub. I'll go and get it right now.”—

Chicago Tribune.

* + *

Just think of that seamen's strike at British ports

and of the thousands of Americans who will be
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wanting to come home! And walking on the

Atlantic perfectly wretched 1–Pittsburgh Gazette

Times.

+ + +

“Have you any ancestors, Mrs. Kelly” asked

Mrs. O’Brien.

“And phwat's ancistors?"

“Why, people you sphrung from.”

“Listen to me, Mrs. O'Brien,” said Mrs. Kelly

impressively. “Oi come from the rale sthock av
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bined in an attractive wall card, sent postpaid for 10 cents.
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Donahues that sphring from nobody. They sphring

at thim.”—Catholic Tribune.

+ + +

“I’ve just Written a scathing letter denouncing

hat newspaper, calling it cowardly and spineless,”

said the indignant citizen.

“Did you sign your name to it?” asked the

stranger.

“NO-I signed it “One who knows.’ I didn't want

the editor to know who wrote it.”—Detroit Free

Press.

+ + +

“I think this was an ideal year for a coronation,

don't you?”

“Why?”

“Because it's nineteen and eleven already. A very

little more and we shall have a complete sovereign."

—The Tatler.
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riage is the starting point of this

monograph by Mr. Louis F. Post;”

and “it should be said that the em=

phasis of Mr. Post’s argument is

rightly laid on the ideal conception

with which it begins and ends: “Mar=

riage love is not complete in any case

until, aglow with mutual association

and service, it radiates outward in

democratic Service to others.’”
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