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EDITORIAL

The Recall.

Almost any objection to the Recall that you

meet with, if simmered down to its substance, will

be found to spring out of the old notion of lawyers

and judges that public office is private property.

+ +

A Hopeful Hunting Ground.

The deranged woman of Philadelphia who

thought she had been sent by the Lord to find lost

sheep, and began her mission in the center aisle

of a fashional,le church, was not so badly deranged

that she didn't know where to look.

+ +

Pleas for Mercy.

Some pleas for the pregnant woman of Canada

now awaiting death on the gallows ask a reprieve

for a month or six weeks after the birth of her

child. Why so long? Is it upon the principle

that though by asking overmuch we may not get

as much as we ask for, we may nevertheless get

more than if we ask for less?

-- **

Public Regulation or Public Ownership.

One of the great public utility magnates—

Theodore N. Vail, president of the American Tel

ephone and Telegraph Company—is reported as

advising public control of such big public utilities

as telephones, telegraph, gas and electric compa
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nies and railroads. His plan of public control

would be through a board of commissioners elected

by the people and to act judicially. But if the

people could choose an efficient board of that kind,

why couldn't they choose an efficient board to act

administratively? In other words, what is the

difference, when you “get down to brass tacks,”

between public control and public ownership, ex

cept that under public ownership there is no lee

way for lawful graft?

+ +

The Declaration of Independence.

President Eliot is undergoing newspaper criti

cism for denying the generalities of the Declara

tion of Independence. He contrasted those gen

eralities with the facts—the generality for instance

that government “derives its just powers from

the consent of the governed,” whereas in fact gov

ernment by force is common. But why should

this be regarded as a denial of the Declaration ?

Why may it not be a criticism of the hostile fact?

Surely no one can think so poorly of President

Eliot's scholarship as to suppose that the indica

tive form used in the Declaration takes its doc

trines out of the category of declarations of duty

and makes them the statements of a common prac

tice. Jefferson was describing doctrines, not cus

toms. At this distance President Eliot's Declara

tion of Independence speech sounds less like a

condemnation of the principles of that democratic

document, than of our inconsistent conduct as a

republic with reference to those principles.

•k •F

The American Magazine's Land-Value Taxa

tion Articles.

For more than half a year the American Maga

zine has carried an extraordinarily valuable series

of articles on taxation, by Albert Jay Nock.”

Judged by both substance and style, they are prob

ably the best of their general kind ever to have se

cured magazine publication. Mr. Nock's literary

method is ideal for his purpose. Although he has

gathered good material and has treated it with a

sound fiscal philosophy, neither his material nor

his philosophy nor both together could have got

for his articles their wide and favorable consid

eration without his attractive storyistic style. But

for this they might not have been even published

in any periodical that depends for success upon

keeping keyed up to “human interest” standards.

Such a style, however, for such a subject, has its

disadvantages. Readers otherwise uninformed may

suspect the writer of yielding to its exigencies in

preference to verity of fact and soundness of judg:

ment. This disadvantage, however, is only tem

porary when the suspicion is really unfounded, as

it would be in the case of Mr. Nock's tax articles.

But there is an incidental dispute that might tend

to confirm or to create a doubt, and which cannot

be passed lightly by.

*

To one of the articles in his excellent series, Mr.

Nock attached this now disputed foot note:

Oregon has just adopted a Constitutional amend.

ment abolishing the poll-tax and authorizing county

option and providing that any legislative measure

affecting taxation must be ratified by the people.

This curious measure now awaits an enabling act.

Although it has rather the look of work done by

men in a panic, it must be commended as showing a

sincere restlessness and desire for reform. Be

sides, Constitutional amendments come so thick and

fast in Oregon nowadays that they may be under

stood as “good for this day and train only;” so pos.

sibly this one may be essentially modified before it

goes into effect.

Referring to that foot note, eight Progressives of

Oregon, all of whom favor the Canadian tax sys

tem that Mr. Nock approves, and at least three of

whom are lawyers whose judgment regarding Ore

gon laws may be presumed to have value, have

joined in a courteous letter to the American, pub

lished in its July issue, in which they declare cir

cumstantially that (1) the amendment in question

“does not await an enabling act;” that (2) it was

not the work of “men in a panic;” that (3) the

people of Oregon have good reasons from legisla

tive experience for prohibiting the enactment of

tax laws without their consent; that (4) the peo

ple of Oregon have not been especially prolific of

Constitutional amendments; and that (5) the

amendment in question gives the people of Ore

gon the power to adopt in their respective counties

the identical taxing system which Mr. Nock re

ports upon approvingly as in operation in Canada.

Mr. Nock's reply, also in the July American, could

hardly have any other effect, if left as it stands,

than the unfortunate and unjust one of discredit

ing his whole work. “I presume these gentlemen

are willing,” he says, “to let the amendment speak

for itself, and I am more than willing.” This

would be sufficient if the amendment did speak for

itself on the points at issue. But it does not. Yet

Mr. Nock, after quoting it,” is content to appeal

*See The Public, vol. xiii, page 1196; current volume,

pages 19, 91, 356, 427.

*This amendment, as Mr. Nock quotes it, is as follows:

“No poll or head tax shall be levied or collected in

Oregon; no bill regulating taxation or exemption through

out the State shall become a law until approved by the

people of the State at a regular general election; none

of the restrictions of the Constitution shall apply to

º
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to “students of taxation” to “form their own esti

mate of the justice or injustice” of his foot note

“comment on this measure.” Just that and noth

ing more! It is almost inconceivable that the

author of the Nock articles in the American should

himself have written that answer to the Oregon

criticism.

•F

Consider it. In his questioned foot note Mr.

Nock had said that the Oregon amendment under

(onsideration abolishes the poll tax; so it does, but

his critics may fairly ask who the “students of

taxation” are that would criticize abolition of the

Oregon poll tax? In his foot note he had said

that the amendment authorizes county option in

taxation; so it does, but does Mr. Nock see any

thing in that for “students of taxation” to oppose?

In his foot note he had said that the amendment

prohibits tax legislation unless ratified by the peo

ple; so it does, but what “students of taxation”

would have it otherwise, and why? And a more

important point remains. In that questioned foot

note Mr. Nock had said that the amendment

“awaits an enabling act.” This statement is

specifically denied by his Oregon critics. Yet he

answers them only by quoting the amendment, ask

ing them to let it “speak for itself,” and submit

fing this question of Oregon law, not to Ore

gon lawyers, but to “students of taxation” Had

Mr. Nock said in his foot note that the amendment

is not self-executing, he would have been right;

and had his critics denied it, his answer would

have been conclusive against them. But this is

Very different from his assertion that it “awaits

in enabling act”—as every lawyer knows, however

it may be with “students of taxation.” A Consti

tutional amendment does not “await an enabling

*t” merely because it is not self-executing: it

*y have been so drawn as to come within appro

Triate executing statutes already in force. There

fore, by merely quoting the amendment, Mr. Nock

'oes not meet his critics point. He must go fur

ther, and show not only that the amendment is not

self-executing, but that the necessary legal mechan

wn fºr executing it does not already exist. Mr.

Nº. s reply to his Oregon critics must be admit

!" hen, to disclose serious reasons for question
º his competency as an investigator of civic con

litions. But his main work must after all be

measures ap

subject to

taxed or e

*ssembly o

Proved by the people declaring what shall be

taxation or exemption and how it shall be

**pted whether proposed by the legislative

several cº, initiative petition; but the people of the

to "egulate º are hereby empowered and authorized

taxation and exemptions within their sev

*al counties s - - * * , , ; - --

hereafter ...!!!et to any general law which may be

tested upon its own merits, and so tested it is sup

ported by facts easily confirmed and by political

tendencies that are daily gaining volume and force.

+

His latest article in the American—we trust it

is not the last on this general subject, though it

apparently is the last of this series—fitly climaxes

the preceding ones with an appeal to “nature's

way” as the best in taxation and in the tenure and

use of land as in everything else. We do live in

a world of law, of universal natural law, to which

municipal law must conform in order to be of

service, and Mr. Nock proves this by facts of actual

experience. In Canada, where land value taxation

is locally in use, as those Progressives of Oregon

are hoping and expecting to have it in their State

under the Singletax amendment to which Mr.

Nock took his foot note exception, the proof is

ample in support of his observations. No bet

ter material could be desired for use in the Single

tax campaign now about to open in the counties

of Oregon and to continue until the November elec

tion of 1912, than Mr. Nock’s explanations in the

American for July, with Canada as his object les

son, of “Why Nature's Way is Best.” Its final

words are an inspiring campaign cry: “Whoso spec

ulates in land speculates in men's lives as truly

as the slaver did, for he is speculating in the

prime necessity of their physical existence, and

also appropriating the fruits of their labor

without compensation.” Such speculation would

be impossible in any community under the

tax system that Mr. Nock finds flourishing in Can

ada, and which the Oregon amendment has paved

the way for in the United States.

•F •º

Singletax Sentiment in Washington State.

Mr. Nock’s article in the American Magazine

for July, mentioned above, is having a pronounced

beneficial effect in the American northwest. “The

Chamber of Commerce,” writes a Spokane corre

spondent, “is now 'boning up’ on the July Amer

ican ; but as many of the members are engaged in

the ‘unearned increment business, I predict they

may have to go through on a ‘horse.’” But every

one in Spokane is not so narrow-spirited. Here

for example is C. M. Fassett, one of the Commis

sioners in the city government (Spokane is mak

ing a record for successful operation on the com

mission plan), who told this very Chamber of

Commerce at one of its luncheons last month that

they had better “get a move on.”

+

Taking Mr. Nock's American article for his
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text, Commissioner Fassett explained that “it com

pares the tax systems of Washington and Oregon

with that of British Columbia,” and urged its

reading so that the situation may be understood.

As reported by the local press—

City Commissioner C. M. Fassett to-day IJune 27 |

urged upon the members of the Spokane Chamber

of Commerce at their luncheon careful consideration

of Singletax doctrine. This is the Commissioner's

first public statement of his leanings toward aboli

tion of the general tax system, though he has not

denied to personal questioners that he favored tax

reform. Albert J. Nock's article in the July Amer

ican Magazine, “Why Nature's Way Is Best,” was

the propaganda to which Commissioner Fassett re

ferred. “This is a matter which is well worth the

careful attention of every member,” said the Com

missioner. “It compares the tax systems of Wash

ington and Oregon with that of British Columbia.

The situation should be understood by all.” Mr.

Fassett also took occasion to cite two local examples

of low appraisements for tax purposes which went

to show a change in taxation method as necessary.

“The city recently had to condemn 23 per cent of a

piece of property, the whole lot of which was ap

praised for $2,160,” he said. “The 23 per cent por

tion cost the city $4,500. A railroad condemned a

piece of property appraised at $840 for taxation. The

court assessed the value of the property at $30,000."

+ +

That Arizona Constitution.

Arizona's Constitution is said to have in it a

provision which probably worries the Interests

more than its provision for recalling judges.

We quote it as it has been quoted to us: “No laur

granting irrevocably any privilege, franchise or

immunity shall be enacted.” That is as whole

some a clause as could be written into any Con

stitution. Every franchise would be subject to it.

Consequently any franchise would be subject to

repeal at any time—provided it had been granted

after the adoption of the Constitution. Fran

chises granted by the Territorial government

would of course be invulnerable. May it be that

the plutocratic outcry against the Arizona Consti

tution is inspired less by the Recall provision than

by this franchise repeal reservation ?

+ +

The Referendum.

Persons whom names mislead, both British per

sons and Americans, may find in the recent de

bates in the British House of Lords a perfectly

clear showing of the difference between the refer

endum which American democrats advocate and

that which is proposed by British Tories. The Tory

referendum could never he invoked by the people:

the American referendum always can be. The

Tory referendum would have no vitality except

when the House of Commons and the House of

Lords could not agree upon a measure; and inas.

much as they would always agree when the Tories

were in power, and never on important disputs

when the Liberals were in power, the British reſ.

endum would enable the Tory party to force a

popular vote or to prevent one at its own swº"

will, regardless of the popular wish. No wonder

the British Liberals oppose the referendum; as

presented to them it. is a political bunco gam'.

No wonder the American democracy favor the reſ.

erendum; as presented here, it is destructive ºf

political bunco games.

+ +

Advice.

A writer in the July Century offers some tº

collent advice. “What the workingmen most nº

at the present time,” he explains, “is to bring ſº

ward as leaders their conservative, intelligent, la".

abiding men—leaders who will set their faces

against violence, men with apostolic devotion to

their fellows, and with a clearness of vision to *

that their cause cannot be advanced by injust"

to others, whether workingmen or capitalists. "

by flying in the face of human nature.” Isn't it

just beautiful—that counsel of perſection? . You

can almost see the author of it sipping mint juleps

in the shade, as in the intervals he tells the serfs

of society, driven frantic with overwork and over.

heat and underpay and dreadful anxiety for tº:
families, how good they ought to be. Evidently

it is not workingmen to whom this deliciously cool

dog-ſlav advice is really offered. It isn't advice at

all. It is literature for the delectation of º

economic parasites that infest working", \"

ill-meaning folk, to be sure: parasites ar" notº
essarily ill-meaning: but folk ignorant of iº

trial conditions—as ignorant as the Frenchº

cess who revealed her pathetic misunderstan":

by asking why the suffering breadlessº º
lieve their hunger with cake. Oh, “the was *

conscious cruelty that goes with a perfect

of imagination”

* +

The Queen of a Carnival.

l, with

San Diego is to have a carnival nes'.."
a queen, and a dispute is reported ". favor

friends of a waitress and those of aº e elecº

ite over “the delicate question which " nival.

tion of each is claimed as Queen of the Car

- h for "
At that election money talked. Soº 0.

vote, with cash on the nail. Near." But a

the polls the waitress was far in theº or $150

this critical moment a rich man's ch"
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would have hopelessly turned the scale in favor of

the society girl, had not the check been challenged

—not as “not good” but as “not cash.” The chal

lenge held, and a rush for the cash was made. It

came after the time for closing the polls; but

what polls could close with a nice fat check

wedged in the jamb” These polls couldn't and

didn't. So the $150 worth of votes, albeit they

were cast too late, were counted; and they elected

the society girl—subject, however, to a lawsuit

which the father of the waitress has brought to

establish the superior right of his daughter to the

carnival throne. There is a better way than law

suits for settling that royal row. Let the waitress

he Carnival Queen of the Workers, the society girl

Carnival Queen of the Drones.

+ +

Fraudulent Extradition.

In the McNamara case at Los Angeles the court

has decided that when a prisoner has been brought

to the bar of a criminal court in another than his

own State, it makes no difference how he was got

there, whether lawfully or unlawfully. If he

pleads that he was brought there unlawfully—in

violation of the laws of his own State from which

he was kidnapped, and of those of the United

States providing for extradition, the court will not

only decide against him, it will refuse even to in

Quire into the truth of his plea.

•F

That is the view Judge Benedict of the Federal

criminal court at New York took several years ago

When the point was raised before him. But

Judge Benedict wasn't able to “make good.” An

American of the name of Lawrence, indicted for

making a false written statement to facilitate

smuggling, sought asylum in Great Britain. The

statutes called such false statements forgeries.

They Were not forgeries at common law, but the

"nited States secured the extradition of Lawrence

under a treaty covering forgery. When put upon

trial for the nondescript forgery set out in his in

º he pleaded no jurisdiction, as McNamara

"º last week, and Judge Benedict

- e plea as the Los Angeles judge does

ºº reason. Thereupon the British

to theirº emanded the return of the fugitive

tion had ..". on the ground that his extradi

in name only ..". for an offense extraditable

eral governmcº" º m substance: and the Fed

this demand ord º snowledging the lawfulness of

ordered the prisoner's release.

+

Of * - - - - - -

"sº Indiana is not Great Britain. Of

course, also, there is no extradition treaty between

Indiana and California—not what is called an ex

tradition treaty. But isn’t the Constitution of

the United States a treaty between the States and

its extradition clause in the nature of an extradi

tion treaty 2 And may the judges of any State

disregard the extradition safeguards of that Con

stitution when an extradited prisoner, brought

before them for trial, makes the plea that he was

unlawfully extradited?

... + +

“Popular Clamor.”

Erving Winslow of Boston tells of the address

of Bishop Lawrence of Massachusetts at the com

mencement of Columbia college, New York, in

which the Bishop is reported to have said that the

endowed college is to be the stronghold of learning

against all “attacks of popular clamor.” “Strange

language,” says Mr. Winslow, “from the lips of a

twentieth century American, a descendant of only

a generation or two from those plain-living and

high-thinking democrats, the Yankee farmers!”

The truth is, as Mr. Winslow insists, that the only

means by which an endowed institution of learn

ing can keep pace with the broad and generous

learning of the free and open university is by

taking advantage of the great opportunity pos

sessed by the latter of action and reaction upon

public opinion—“popular clamor,” as the Bishop

might call it. The ideal university, and we are

getting it faster and faster and better and better

in this country, is the State university, maintained

and governed by “popular clamor” and not by

landed estates administered by the “dead hand.”

+ +

Rural Life.

An interesting rural-life conference was held

last month in Iowa, at Ames. A wise college pro

fessor took the lead. His solution for the rural

life problem was “better schools, churches and

rural organizations,” and this tidy platitude was

duly reported as “the keynote of the conference.”

What a particularly vigorous strike-you-with-a

feather sort of rural-life conference that particular

rural-life conference must have been But hold !

The same report tells of other speeches, one or

two of which must have made the “keynote” sound

like a jewsharp in a thunder storm. Here is an

oxtract from one, that of the Rev. Clair S. Adams,

who told what he had learned from a personal in

vestigation of 12 country communities in central

Illinois: “In the rich districts where land sold

for $100 to $250 per acre he found that 55 per



654
Fourteenth Year.

The Public

cent of the land was farmed by tenants, only 66

per cent of whom held leases for periods of five

years or more.” Whether Mr. Adams drew the

obvious inference does not appear in the report.

Somewhere in the back or front of his head, how

ever, he must have held it in solution; for he ex

plained that country life is not attractive in most

of those neighborhoods, that the average school

year for boy and girl is only 98 days, that teachers

get but $35 to $70 per month, and are inefficient

accordingly, and so on. Isn't it plain what that

contrast means—that contrast of high land values

and low social life? In all history it has meant

just one thing, and that is what it means in cen

tral Illinois to-day, namely, that high land values

tend to lower the tone of rural life by substituting

a dependent tenantry for independent working

farmers. Nor is central Illinois unique in this

respect. With Mr. Adams's local observations for

a hint, the agricultural statistics of the census of

1910 may be usefully studied.

+ +

Gliding into History.

Did President Taft and his Secretary of the

Interior Ballinger, give to a Morgan combine in

which his brother is interested, a monopoly of

exit to the sea for a railroad connection with rich

coal mines in southwestern Alaska This is re

ported as the vital question of the “Controller Bay

incident,” now under investigation by Congress,

upon the basis of news disclosures made last week.

One excellent Washington correspondent thinks

that “after the dust has cleared away” the inci

dent will “go down to history as an attempt to

make a mountain out of a mole hill.” But that

is about what many excellent Washington corres

pondents thought of the Glavis disclosures when

Mr. Taft and his deft Attorney General were busy

bottling them up. Many mole hills grow as they

“go down into history.”

* + +

INTEMPERANCE.

The Scripture says:

Give strong drink unto him that is ready to per

ish. Let him drink and forget his poverty,

and remember his misery no more.

The wise man puts his finger upon the main cause

of intemperance, not upon the cause, but upon the

chief cause. Probably no one desires to minimize

the evils of drink. We cannot but respect at

least the hearts of those who, seeing this great

evil, are anxiously doing something to remedy

it, and who are neither discouraged by fifty years

of failure nor taught by fifty years of experience.

But if you and I would remedy the diseases of

the body politic or cure the evils of the social

organism, we must first find out the causes of

the evils. What should we think of a Messiah,

or even of a clergyman, who pursued the methods

of Anthony Comstock, simply catching a few of

the many in wrong doing, and by destroying the

implements of vice, trying to stop its commission?

We all recognize that the true way is, not to cut

off this or that vice, not to suppress this or that

symptom, but to teach and educate men so that

they will know better and abhor such lusts.

So must we do with the terrible drink disease.

We must find out, in order that we may cure them,

what are the conditions which produce and breed

intemperance—the conditions that create the idle

ness of wealth and the idleness of poverty. Is not

the main factor monopoly of land?

Did you ever stop to ask why it is that, whilst

intemperance is by no means absent among the

well-to-do, its great ravages are made among the

laboring poor? As the idle rich drink to remem

ber their misery no more, so the idle poor drink

to forget their poverty.

It will not do to say that it is intemperance

which makes people poor. Look at the statistics

in the leading and the latest authority on the

state of the poor, Dr. Edward T. Devine’s “Mis

ery, and Its Causes.” He reports a careful study

of five thousand cases of poverty which confirm

the statistics of the Charity Societies, that the

“chief cause of need,” as the International Con

ference of Charities calls it, is unemployment

(69%). Intemperance accounts for less than

17% of the causes of poverty on which Dr. De

vine reported.
BOLTON HALL.

-

-

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE

-

THE SAGAMORE CONFERENCE.

Lonsdale, R. I.

The Sagamore Sociological conference is held on

Cape Cod. Its existence is due to George W. Cole.

man of Fort Hill, Boston. In the winter season

that gentleman presides at the People's Forum in

the city, where Congressman Henry George and

other progressives this year addressed crowded au.

diences, and on the last days of June he directs the

conference at Sagamore Beach. This was the fifth

year of the Conference and the guests numbered 250.

Four topics were presented formally and dis’

cussed by competent speakers from almost every

conceivable point of view. The two subjects which

made the deepest impression upon those present
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Were the Socialist administration of Milwaukee and

the tax question.

Mayor Seidel made a most favorable impression,

not because of his Socialism, but by reason of his

manifest honesty and sincerity of purpose in the

performance of his mayoralty duties.

Congressman Berger also was listened to with the

greatest interest. He is called the political boss of

his city, although that title applied by his enemies

is a misnomer. A boss has no principle and usually

is after the spoils, while the political leader has con

victions which influence his conduct. A number of

avowed Socialists were among the guests and it is

evident that among the clergy particularly there is a

drift toward that belief.

The topic which called forth by far the most dis

cussion and diversity of opinion was the relation of

the sexes. The opening of the discussion was by

Dr. G. Stanley Hall, president of Clark University,

and the debate revolved around the question of

whether the cause of illicit sex relations is

economic or personal and social. Professor Zeublin

asserted that prostitution is wholly economic, and

this was the attitude of the Socialists and Single

taxers who spoke. Some speakers, however, in

cluding a number of women, thought the bad indus

trial conditions were only a minor factor and that

the evil would continue if wealth were more equally

distributed.

The Sagamore conference is in fact a People's

Forum composed of experts. It encourages and se

cures the same liberty of thought and diversity of

opinion that is found in the city forums, but those

who participate are gathered from all sections of the

country, hold matured views, and possess the ability

to express them cogently.

LUCIUS F. C. GARVIN.

+ +

Boston, Mass.

The fifth annual Sagamore Sociological conference

was held at Sagamore Beach on Cape Cod Bay June

28 to 30. The attendance of 300 church workers,

socialists, philanthropic millionaires, manufacturers,

editors, writers, settlement workers, labor unionists,

public educators and public spirited men and women

in other walks of life, was three times as large as

. ever gathered at the beautiful beach resort be.
Ore.

The papers read were of deep significance and

the discussion helpful. The paper read by Mrs.

Jessie R. Hodder, Superintendent of the Massachu.

setts Reformatory for Women, and the discussion

which followed it was the freest and most sensible

discussion of the problems of sex before a mixed at

tendance that the world has yet known. The .in

terest in this subject overran the boundaries of the

meeting for which it was scheduled and occupied

nearly all the following morning session and was

continued in a mothers' meeting at one of the hotels.

Previous conferences have been paid for by Mr.

George W. Coleman, a Boston advertising man, to

whom Colby University awarded a degree of Bache.

lor of Arts last week in recognition of his welfare

Work at the Ford Hall meetings in Boston But this

** twelve other ladies and gentlemen volunteered

to share the cost of the Conference, about $1,500,

* Mr. Cole, an. These other hosts of the confer.

ence were: John D. Adams, head of Lincoln House,

Boston; Erskine F. Bickford, retired rubber shoe

manufacturer; Rev. Dillon Bronson, D. D.; Arthur J.

Crockett, one of the publishers of the Modern Pris

Cilla Magazine; Rev. James A. Francis, D. D., pastor

of the Clarendon Street Baptist Church; Professor

Edward S. Hawes of Brooklyn, N. Y.; Henry B.

Humphrey, president H. B. Humphrey Advertising

Agency; H. N. Lathrop, treasurer United Society of

Christian Endeavor; Charles Nesbit, a banker of

Washington, D. C.; Miss Sarah S. Perkins of Brook

line, well known for her interest in Socialism; Miss

Cornelia Warren of the famous S. D. Warren family,

and Mr. H. A. Wilder, a retired paper manufacturer.

Bayard E. Harison says of the Conference, with

special reference to churches, that they “have long

claimed responsibility for the welfare of society in

a peculiar sense, limiting it, however, to the spirit

ual side of the life of the individual,” but that their

“interest in the physical wellbeing of the community

is just awaking and taking shape in a more or less

methodical study of the physical conditions of life; ”

and he adds that while the churches are thus broad

ening the scope of their activity, so as to include

the physical interests of man as well as his spiritual

needs, “the various altruistic organizations are de

veloping a strong sense of responsibility for the

moral and spiritual conditions and surroundings.”

He regards this as having pre-eminently appeared

at the Sagamore Conference, where “for three days

were gathered experts and specialists in all forms of

effort for the betterment of society, each intensely

eager to learn of the work of the others and to profit

by their knowledge and experience. Here were

church men and atheists, socialists and anti-social

ists, men prominent in the work of the labor unions

and men noted for their hostility to organized labor,

all eager to learn what they can do to make the

world better. Everywhere the burden of the talk,

not only in the set addresses and discussions of the

conference, but in the informal conversation be

tween the sessions, was on methods of work and how

they could be made more effective. Points of dis

agreement were ignored. All sought for points of

agreement—for common ground on which they could

stand and pull together for some desirable end.

These Sagamore conferences make it plain that

what have been considered entirely separate and dis

tinct social problems are really only different as

pects of the one great problem—human life. One

thing is clearly recognized by the Sagamore So

ciological conference which is seldom recognized in

any other gathering—that the actual viewpoint of

the people who work with their hands for wages is

not presented to the conference, for the working

people cannot afford to be there; they cannot afford

to leave their work and lose their wages while they

attend the meetings. It may be that a way will be

found to have them at future conferences.”

CHARLEs E. BELLAMY. .

+ + +

The history of Robin Hood

Is one long tale of crime.

His public life was something fierce;

His private life sublime.

—Chicago Tribune.
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INCIDENTAL SUGGESTIONS

THE DECLARATION OF INDEPEND.

ENCE IN THE PHILIPPINES.*

Cos Cob, Conn., July 4.

I have read your article on the “Declaration of

Independence in the Philippines.” My recollection

of the affair is different and quite consistent with all

the official letters quoted. I delivered a lecture in

which I stated my recollection when it was still

more fresh than now, though unfortunately I made

no reference to any source of authority. My recol

lection is recorded in 1907. It was to the effect that

the military authorities had arrested an editor for

having republished the Declaration of Independence.

It is quite unlikely that the Bureau of Insular Affairs

would have any record of the incident, and the arrest

no doubt was justified in the mind of the executive

authority there by the regulation which you quote

on pages 606-7 of The Public for June 30, 1911. My

memory is usually quite accurate in such matters,

and I am sure that I never heard of Mr. Carnegie's

statement before, so my source of authority must

have been something else, probably was a news

dispatch in the daily papers.

THEOI)() IRE S("H ROEI ºf It.

+ +

Boston, July 3.

In regard to the Declaration of Independence in

the Philippines, the whole matter was referred to me

by Mr. Carnegie, he desiring to know if I could give

him the authority upon which his statement was

based. This led to a correspondence with the Sec

retary of War, and a thorough investigation. My

conclusion was the same as yours: that the Sedition

Act of 1901 prohibited the reading of the Declaration

of Independence in the Philippines on the Fourth of

July, 1902, and thereafter. Mr. Carnegie had not

unnaturally overlooked the fact that the “coming

Fourth of July” and not the “last Fourth of July.”

was the date when the prohibition went into effect.

I can not see that you have made any mistake or

that Mr. Carnegie made any other mistake than this

one of date. The search was so thorough I am quite

sure you will receive no other “authentic contribu

tions” to the question, nor do I see that any others

are required. I am very glad that the whole subject

has been given such publicity in your pages.

I.R.VING WINSLOW.

•k -k, -k

RUNNING A PRISON ON THE MUNIC

IPAL OWNERSHIP PLAN.

I Yetroit.

The Detroit House of Correction, a local munici

pally owned prison mainly used for “short termers,”

and which was fifty years old July 6, has paid into

the city treasury, in excess of all costs, the sum of

$965,578.36. Other assets swell the net profits to

$1,254,178.15.

In the early days the profits were mostly on paper,

but since 1879 there has been turned over to the city

*see The Public for June 30, page 604.

anywhere from $25,000 to $40,000 annually. Chair.

making keeps most everybody busy, and the product

is sold in the open market at not less than the

prices obtained by corporations employing free labor.

This point is made by the warden, who is also the

superintendent belonging to the Chair Manufactur.

ers' Association.

During these fifty years the institution has had

but five wardens. The present warden, John L. Mc

Donnell, has held the position since 1900. No politics

has ever appeared in the management, which con

sists of four members nominated by the Mayor and

confirmed by the Council, and these members serve

without pay. They have all been merchants, manu

facturers and professional men of wealth or promi

nence, and from the beginning there has been

neither grafting nor suspicion of the institution be

ing used for personal gain.

The Jackson, Marquette and Ionia State prisons

of Michigan have cost the taxpayers $5,310,088 dur.

ing the time they have been in existence, an average

of forty-five years each; but these are worked on the

contract labor system, in which contractors pay the

State a few cents a day for the labor of the con

victs, while being furnished free room, light and

heat.

Less than 2 per cent of the prisoners in the House

of Correction are for a longer term than a year; two

thirds in 1910 were for thirty days or less; only

thirty-nine were for more than ninety days. Prison

ers' families needing aid because the wealth pro

ducer is in prison, are paid some of the prisoners'

earnings, averaging $20,000 a year. The prison and

grounds cost the city $189,841.46. These are now

worth $260,000.

JUDSON GRENELL.

+ + +

POULTRY AND DREADNOUGHTS.

Elkhart, Ind.

“Out of the increased value of domestic animals

and poultry in the State of Wisconsin for the last

ten years,” said the Milwaukee Sentinel of May 23,

“the United States could build four new dread:

noughts of the most advanced fighting type.”

Think what that means!

Domestic animals and poultry are the chief prod

uct of Wisconsin, and yet its increase in this kind

of wealth for ten years only equals the value of

four dreadnoughts. If every State in the Union did

as well with its chief product, then by taking it all

we could build twenty dreadnoughts per annum, or

by a tax of five per cent on such chief products we

could build one dreadnought per annum.

Is it worth while?

As an individual I have no desire to spend five

per cent of my chief source of income for weapons

to protect me in my relations with other men.

Wouldn't it be silly? Then why should we, as a

nation, consider the idea of spending such a vast

sum to protect ourselves in our relations with other

nations. Isn't that silly, too?

Suppose, for instance, that Germany should an:

nounce to the world that it was going to disarm.

Suppose Germany should in effect say to the world,

“Our army and navy are a stupendous burden on

the shoulders of our people. We are going to re



Tº.
657July 14, 1911.

The Public

s:

.

º

.."º---º

º

º

*

:

move that burden. Dynasties, imperialism, aggres

sions for trade purposes may be desirable, but they

cost more than they bring in. So we are going to

disarm and inaugurate an era in which we shall re.

move burdens at home rather than seek new sources

of income abroad.”

If Germany issued such a statement doubtless it

would be received with ridicule by the ruling classes

of other countries; but the masses who bear the

burdens, who pay the taxes and do the work, what

of them?

I am sure they would rise to the occasion and

demand from their government similar declarations

of intentions. I am sure that no government could

then endure which imposed such burdens upon its

people.

And the people of Wisconsin would find their cost

of living reduced by five per cent at once, and still

further reduced by much more than that amount,

when the energies which are now devoted to prepa

ration for war, were devoted to the service of man

kind in the production of wealth.

While this is purely a personal point of view, is it

not well worthy of consideration ? As a cold blooded

business proposition are we not foolish when we

fail to capitalize the universal selfish human senti

ment which objects to having any part of its earn

ings taken away without compensation. As a Chris.

tian nation are we not remiss in our duty when we

fail to express in our institutions the spirit of broth

erly love?

G. A. BRIGGs.

NEws NARRATIVE

The figures in brackets at the ends of paragraphs

refer to volumes and pages of The Public for earlier

information on the same subject.

Week ending Tuesday, July 11, 1911.

State Insurance and Annuities.

. By signing on the 6th a bill passed by the leg

islature of - Wisconsin at its recent session, Gov

ernor McGovern has made that State the pioneer

in State insurance against poverty from death and

old age. -

4.

Under this law, State life insurance policies will

he issued and annuities granted to persons between

the ages of 20 and 50 years. Life insurance poli.

“ies are to be issued in amounts of $500 or mul

tiples thereof, but no persons may be insured for

more than $1,000 until the number of insured

Persons exceeds 1,000, or for more than $2,000

until the number of insured persons exceed 3,000,
and for not more than $3,000 at any time. The

annuities are to begin at the age of 60 years or

. *nd are not to exceed $300 annually to any

'º ". 11)Suranco and annuities may be

" and may be granted in the same policy.

A Municipal Socialist's Inaugural Address.

Stitt Wilson, the Socialist who was elected May

or of Berkeley, Cal., last spring and inaugurated

July 1st, made a lengthy inaugural address, pur

suant to the provision of the charter of Berkeley,

which requires its Mayor to give the Council in

formation annually and from time to time, rela

tive to the affairs of the city. [See current vol

une, page 634.

I)oscribing his address as “a tentative outline

or plan of action,” Mayor Wilson said:

There is but one problem right now before the

American people—that is to deliver the real pro

ducers of wealth from the exploitation of the privi

leged interests and giant monopolies. The One su

preme issue is: The People vs. the Plutocracy.

A small city like ours can do little to solve this

great question. But we can at least face the forms

of the issue that are at our own door and seek to

put the people in possession of their own, and pre

vent further encroachment upon the earnings of the

people by any form of natural or other monopoly.

The new members of the Council were elected to

office upon a definite policy of constructive munici

pal socialism. Stated in the exact terms of our pub

lic utterances preceding election, that policy in gen

eral is, that the city administration should secure

the necessaries and advantages of the city life for

the use and enjoyment of the humblest families at

the lowest possible cost for the best services. And

in order to secure these necessaries and advantages

at the minimum cost, we stood flat footed on the

principle of municipal ownership of public utilities.

This principle is contained in one of the most fun

damental provisions of our new charter. We are not

obliged to resort to the legislature for permission to

fulfill these needs of the people. That has been se

cured to us by the framers of this new instrument

under which we are now working. The charter is

not a socialist charter, but it is socialistic.

Therefore these three required conditions of pro

gressive action agree: The charter makes adequate

provision for municipal ownership; the people at

both the primary and final elections have emphati

cally declared for that policy; and the men are today

installed in office who are definitely pledged to in

augurate that policy as rapidly as the machinery of

the law can effect it and the necessary referendums

of the people shall permit. It now devolves upon us

to proceed with all seriousness and energy with this

new program. It is for us to actually accom

plish all that can possibly be done in this direction

during our short term of office and by our prepara

tory work to leave a heritage to our successors look

ing toward further application of the principle.

Then taking up seriatim and for constructive sug

gestion, measures for a municipal water supply,

a municipal lighting plant, a municipal garbage

plant, asphalt paving, public lavatories and city

be utification, Mayor Wilson procee led :

All of these considerations are no mere sentimen

talities, but are the hardest sense for such a city as

ours. It is for the Mayor and Commissioners to give
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no mistaken lead on this matter, and let our citi

zens pull together for its actual fulfillment.

It has frequently been the history of civic bodies

and improvement clubs that they only take action

negatively, that is to say in objecting to steps pro

posed by the City Council. The brief outline of

municipal policy herewith suggested if unanimously

supported by the Council should afford to the Cham

ber of Commerce, the Board of Trade and the sev

eral Improvement Clubs, definite objects for en

thusiastic work in the years immediately before us.

It is time for Berkeley to move as never before.

Rumors are heard to the effect that everything will

be done in some quarters to hamper the new So

cialist administration of Berkeley in order to fasten

the eyes of critics on our failure. Gentlemen of the

Council, we are here to work for Berkeley and her

citizens. Whoever strikes at us, strikes at the City

of Berkeley. We have no private or personal or par

tisan interests to conserve. But better things than

these rumors might indicate are in store for us. We

are expecting the heartiest co-operation of all the

civic bodies and improvement clubs.

Berkeley is pre-eminently a seat of culture and

education. She is the Athens of the West. It is

around the University of California that the city has

been built. It is in relation to this noted seat of

learning that we are so widely and favorably known

throughout the State and the nation. The city can

not be indifferent to this supreme fact in the growth,

development and significance of our civic affairs.

Develop as we may, this is the genius of Berkeley.

The Socialists of Milwaukee, immediately upon

their entrance upon the administration of that city,

sought the co-operation of the University of Wis

consin at Madison, in order that the ablest scientific

research and assistance might be secured in the va

rious city departments. And a bureau was estab

lished for the purpose of affording scientific data to

the city administration on various important civic

questions.

President Wheeler of our State University was

one of the first citizens of Berkeley to proffer as

sistance to the new administration, now installed in

office. This is as it should be.

If the city of Berkeley actually undertakes to do

what ought to be done for herself, she must come

out of her village state of mind. You can't run a

progressive city on a village tax. There is an

economy that is penny-wise and pound-foolish. There

is an economy that is parsimony and a saving that

actually impoverishes.

In this connection we would be wise to make

Berkeley the center of a movement for an amend

ment of the State Constitution providing for local

option in taxation and the taxation of land values.

By this method we shall not be forever confronted

with pressing civic necessities and meager resources

in the city treasuries. Thus justice and utility will

be served. The principle of taxation of land values

is far past the period of mere experiment, and it is

our business as city officials not only to operate the

machinery at hand but to work for such more per

fect municipal machinery as the crying needs of the

municipality demand.

The program herewith suggested for our action, I

feel sure, will command the civic wisdom and civic

pride of the Council and all Civic Voices, the press,

and all our citizens generally. It is not a big pro

gram, but it is enough for our immediate contempla:

tion and aggressive constructive action.

+ +

Improved Taxation in Pittsburg.

An explanation is given by Shelby M. Harri

son in The Survey for July 1 of two improved tax

laws for Pittsburg. One does away with a land

lordistic system of tax classification and the other

abolishes separate taxing districts for schools. Mr.

Harrison's credit for the movement for doing away

with the classification system goes to Mayor Ma

gee, Thomas J. Hawkins and Thomas C. McMa

hon (president and secretary of the city assessors),

to Allen T. Burns, James R. Park and, “in marked

degree, W. D. George.” Among the Pittsburg

organizations in the fight to pass the school code

which abolished the district system for school tax

ation he names the Pittsburg Teachers' Associa

tion, Pittsburg Principals' Association, School

masters’ Club of Western Pennsylvania and Fed:

eration of Women's Clubs. David B. Oliver and

Thomas O'Shell, who spoke before the committee

in favor of the code in behalf of the Junior 0. A.

M., are also mentioned.

+.

Under the classification system, Pittsburg, to

quote Mr. Harrison, “has been divided into three

parts. These divisions class all real estate into

‘agricultural property, paying one-half the tax

rate prevailing in its ward; ‘rural, paying twº

thirds; and ‘full city’ paying the full tax rate.

Whole districts, similarly located and other

wise much alike, were placed in different classes;

and in the same way individual holdings, often in

the same ward, were inequitably classified.” This

antiquated tax system, Mr. Harrison continues
made it easy for individuals and estates to hold

great areas unimproved, because of favorable

discriminations; but on the other hand, it has

gone gunning for the person who bought and

improved a small tract, and has leveled

at him a double rate. The first has been rewarded

by the city for doing nothing further than holding

his land while the community's growth increased

its value, but the second has been penalized for doing

something which directly increased other land values

as well as his own. Moreover, the definitions of

“rural” and “full city” property laid down by the

court reduced the tax by one-third on expensive

homes surrounded by large lawns, shrubbery, trees.

and flowers—property owned by precisely the people

who are best able to support the government—while

homes surrounded by a mere ribbon of grass, or motº

at all, and tenements that crowd block after block

on both street and alley, have paid the highest rate.

These disproportions have been further accenuated

and complicated by the local practice of levying sºlº

arate tax rates for each of sixty-three different tax

districts within the city limits. Although the bou"

daries have been extended from time to time in".

porating suburban properties as integral parts of
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the city, taxation was not put on a unified basis, par

ticularly with reference to the building and mainte

nance of public schools; each ward has constituted

one, some of them two, separate tax districts. . . .

The low rates have been paid almost entirely by

large “agricultural” holdings and expensive residence

property, while the high rates have been saddled

upon small business realty, small residences, and

congested tenement neighborhoods.

It is this system which The Survey reports as

having now been consigned to the legal scrap heap.

[See current volume, page 581.]

+ +

Progress of People's Power.

Senator Jonathan Bourne, Jr., of Oregon,

president of the National Progressive Republican

League, has made the following public statement

showing progress in the movement for People's

Power: “The States in which the Initiative and

Referendum have been adopted as a Constitutional

amendment are Oregon, Oklahoma, Nevada, Mis

souri, Montana, South Dakota, Arkansas and

Maine. Utah has adopted an Initiative and Refer

endum amendment which is inoperative because

of failure of the legislature to enact necessary leg

islation. The States in which the Initiative and

Referendum amendment has been submitted by

the legislatures but has not yet been voted upon

by the people are California, Colorado, Washing

ton, Wyoming, North Dakota, Nebraska, Florida

and Idaho. The States that have adopted the

Oregon plan of popular election of Senators are

Oregon, Nebraska, Nevada, New Jersey, Ohio,

Kansas and California. The States that have

adopted the Oregon plan of popular vote for can

didates for President and Vice-President are Oro

gon, Nebraska, New Jersey, North Dakota, and
Wisconsin.”

+ +

National Educational Association.

At the opening session of its forty-ninth an

nual convention, on the 10th at Los Angeles, the

National Educational Association, Dr. Ella Flagg

Young presiding, was welcomed with addresses by

Hiram Johnson, Governor of California; by David

Starr Jordan, president of Stanford University:

by Benjamin Ide Wheeler, president of the Uni

versity of California, and by Mayor McCarthy, of

San Francisco. [See vol. xiii, p. 659, and cur

rent volume, page 83].

+

Prior to the general session the board of direc

tºrs met, with President Young in the chair, and

the resignation of Nicholas Murray Butler, presi

dent of Columbia University, New York, was pre

sented and accepted. Dr. Butler is described in

the dispatches as a leader of “the old guard.” which
the insurgents” described as the inner ring that

has irresponsibly “run” the organization for years.

Dr. Butler's successor, J. Stanley Brown, of Joliet,

Illinois, is also of “the old guard.” He was elected

to fill the vacancy by 18 to 17 over James Y.

Joyner, of North Carolina, an insurgent.

+ +

The Canadian Reciprocity Agreement.

The first vote in the Senate on the Canadian

reciprocity agreement was taken on the 8th, with

a Senate so very empty that but a bare quorum

was recorded in the vote. [See current volume,

pages 582, 625.]

This vote was taken on an amendment offered

by Senator Cummins, adding meats to the free

list provided for in the agreement; and the amend

ment was defeated by 32 to 14, as follows:

Yeas: Borah, Bourne, Bristow, Clapp, Clark

(Wyo.), Cummins, Dixon, Gronna, Kenyon, Nelson

and Sutherland (Republicans); Bailey, Simmons and

Thornton (Democrats).

Nays: Brandegee, Burnham, Burton, Crane, Cul

lom, Curtis, Heyburn, Jones, Lippitt, Page, Poindex

ter, Smoot and Wetmore (Republicans); Bryan,

Chamberlain, Chilton, Fletcher, Gore, Hitchcock,

Johnson, Johnston, Martin, Martine, Myers, Owen

Pomerene, Reed, Shively, Smith, Stone, Swanson

and Williams (Democrats).

Several other amendments offered by Senator

Cummins were voted down on the 10th by votes

ranging from 12 to 14 for and from 51 to 53

against.

+ +

The Woman in Danger.

Movements are springing up everywhere in the

States and in Canada for the relief of Angelina

Napolitano, the woman who is to be hanged in

the Province of Ontario early in August (as soon

as possible after her baby is born), for having

killed her husband to prevent his forcing her into

a life of prostitution. [See current volume, page

626.] -

+

In Chicago the women heading the movement

are Mrs. Charles Henrotin of the Chicago Wom

an’s club; Mrs. LaVerne W. Noyes, of the I). A.

R.: Mrs. L. D. Reilly, of the Catholic Women's
league; Mrs. Charles F. Fishback, of the Tuesday

Art and Travel club, and Miss Julia Lathrop, of

Hull House. Their campaign takes the moderate

form (as reported in the Chicago Tribune of the

7th), of an appeal to every woman in Chicago tº
write a letter to Sir Allen Aylesworth, M. P., N.

C. K. C. M. G. Minister of Justice of Canada.

whose address is Ottawa, urging him to grant \'ºs
Napolitano a respite until a month, or six weeks

after the child is born. Margaret E. Burlinga"

is promoting a movement in Indianapolis. (; reat

quantities of mail matter in the eas: are reported

as on the way to the Canadian authorities or *
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having been received. Some of the appeals are

reported to be for commutation of sentence to im

prisonment for life, others for a full pardon. Of

the latter is that of the Women’s Trade Union of

Chicago.

+

The prisoner is reported to be either in ignor

ance or uncomprehending of the outburst of pub

lic sentiment in her behalf, and consequently as

appalled at the near approach of what she sup

poses to be her certain doom.

+ +

The Lords' Veto.

Discussions and voting upon amendments to the

bill of the British ministry, abolishing veto powers

of the Lords, has continued in the House of Lords

under the Opposition leadership of Lord Lans

downe. [See current volume, page 637.|

+

…”

On the 4th, Lord Lansdowne moved amend

ments providing for exclusion from the operation

of the veto bill, of legislation relating to Irish

home rule, for joint sittings of the two Houses

in cases of disagreement, and for a referendum

when disagreements cannot be reconciled. Lord

Morley, representing the Ministry, declared that

the Ministry would not accept the amendments.

+

A further amendment was proposed on the 6th.

It related to money bills. The Commons had pro

vided in the veto bill that the character of money

bills, whether such or not, should be determined

by the Speaker of the House of Commons—a judi

cial and not a party official, the present Speaker,

for instance, having been chosen by the Tories

when they were in power. But the Lords amend by

substituting a joint committee of six. Lord Morley

announced that the Ministry would not accept this

amendment, because it refers the decision to a

committee of bodies which, having already voted

on the question, could not be regarded as impar

tial ; but the amendment was adopted by the Lords.

+

Still another amendment has been inserted. It

provides that the bill shall not be usurped by the

Commons for further attacks upon the veto pow

ºrs of the House of Lords, prior to another gen

eral election. This amendment is regarded as an

overture for compromise. The Commons have

had no intention of further lessening the power of

the Lords before another general election, as is

well known, and are therefore doubtless willing to

accept a restrictive amendment which does not

restrict their purposes. The Lords, on the other

hand, are probably willing to accept the veto bili

substantially as it came from the Commons, rather

than to put the King under the necessity of ap

pointing 500 Liberal peers in order to “swamp” the

House of Lords. This amendment, therefore, af.

fording the Commons an opportunity to yield

something they do not demand, and the Lords to

save their faces in withdrawing their important

amendments when the Commons reject them, is

likely to be the “compromise” clause. T. P. O'Con

nor predicts in his Chicago Tribune correspondence

of the 8th, that the veto bill, substantially as it

left the Commons, will be law before the end of

the first week in August. [See current volume,

page 637.] -

NEWS NOTES

—Brief newspaper dispatches report a call of the

Industrial Workers of the World for a gathering at

Duluth in the interest of free speech.

—That sailors' strike which was at first reported

lost, appears, by dispatches of the 3d, to have been

won. [See current volume, page 637.]

—The heat of the first ten days of July has been

greater over a larger area of the United States than

has been ever before reported by the Weather

Bureau.

—Charles P. Salen has announced his candidacy

for the Democratic nomination for Mayor of Cleve

land in opposition to Newton D. Baker. [See cur

rent volume, page 603.]

—The Initiative and Referendum League of Illi

nois was incorporated on the 11th, by Charles E.

Merriam, George E. Cole, Howard S. Taylor, Ray

mond Robins and George E. Lee.

—Samuel C. Rogers, a well known Singletaxer of

Buffalo, and a business man of recognized public

spirit, died June 23d. He was active for many years

in church promotion of liberal tendencies in Buffalo.

—A national league has been organized in New

York for promoting the enforcement of regulations

against tobacco smoking in public places. Its name

is The Non-Smokers' Protective League of America.

—The Premier of Persia, Mustofi-el-Mamalik, who

suddenly quitted Teheran June 16, on a plea of ill.

ness, but just after W. Morgan Shuster, the American

expert, had been made Treasurer-General of Persia,

returned to the capital last week and resumed his

office. [See current volume, page 585.]

—Paraguay's continuous revolutions of the current

year have now forced the resignation of President

Jara, and the Paraguayan Congress has selected

Liberato Rojas, president of the Senate, for Pro

visional President of the Republic pending new

elections. [See current volume, page 206.]

–Cipriano Castro, former President of Venezuela,

who was recently reported as having arrived at

Hayti from the old world, where he had been living

in exile, is reported to have landed at the western

end of the Venezuelan coast, and to have a following

of a thousand men. [See current volume, page 585.]

—The Dowager Queen of Portugal, Maria Pia,

daughter of Victor Emmanuel II of Italy, wife of Luis
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I of Portugal, mother of Carlos I of Portugal, and

grandmother of Manuel II, now living in banish

ment, and with whom she fled from Portugal last

October, died at Turin, Italy, on the 5th. [See vol.

xiii, p. 996.]

—A test case against the Lehigh Valley Railroad

Company and others was begun in the Federal

courts at Philadelphia on the 6th under the “com

modities clause” of the Interstate Commerce law,

which is designed to divorce the coal carrying rail

roads from property interests in coal mining. [See

current volume, page 324.]

—The “sane Fourth” movement gave highly sat

isfactory results. The totals of the casualties in the

chief cities of the United States show fewer killed

and injured than for a number of years. Cities in

which the sale or use of any kind of fireworks was

absolutely forbidden report absolutely no casualties.

[See current volume, page 613.]

—With 8,000 delegates the Society of Christian

Endeavor was opened on the 6th by the president,

Rev. Francis E. Clark, who spoke in advocacy of

international peace, interdenominational fellowship,

State promotion of the Endeavor principles by field

secretaries, and local campaigns of education and

efficiency in churchship and citizenship.

—Representative Lindbergh of Minnesota intro

duced a resolution in Congress on the 8th proposing

an investigation by a House committee of nine mem

bers to vetermine if there exists a combination of

financiers in the United States operating in restraint

of trade. The resolution calls 1 or investigation of

the banking, money, exchange, credit and deposit

systems of the country, and recommendations for

remedial legislation.

—Governor Wilson was “docked” $89 for absence

from the State by the State Treasurer on the 7th,

under a provision of the New Jersey Constitution

which provides that during the absence of the Gov

ernor the President of the Senate shall be Acting

Governor and receive the financial benefits of the

office. The Acting Governor has courteously col

lected the money and turned it over to Governor

Wilson. [See current volume, page 517.]

—A conference with the object of advancing a

movement to provide farms and farming facilities to

men becoming State charges and to impoverished

workingmen of cities is to be held at Chicago on the

24th. Its principal promoter is A. B. Hulit, and

twenty-seven Governors accompanied by State offi

cials whose duties are connected with agriculture

and immigration, as well as philanthropists of na

tional repute, are reported as likely to attend.

—For the first time since the election of Mrs. Ella

Wilson as Mayor of Hunnewell, Kansas, the City

Council held a meeting on the 4th, being forced

thereto by threats of legal proceedings on the part

of the Attorney General. She appointed Mrs. E. E.

Hilton as clerk, and the Council unanimously voted

against confirmation. They made the same disposi

tion of her appointments for City Treasurer and

City Marshal. [See current volume, page 564.]

—Twenty-five thousand of the union building

workers of Paris struck on the 10th, to enforce a

demand that the piecework system be abolished and

their daily wages increased. The trouble is partly

political and dates back to the use of the military

to break up the general railway strike last autumn,

and later to the Monis ministry's opposition to cer

tain legislation fathered in the Chamber of Deputies

by the Socialists, backed by the trade unions. [See

vol. xiii, p. 1045; current volume, page 610.]

—The Supreme Court of Missouri decided on the

3rd that the levy of a special tax on all distillers,

brewers and rectifiers of spiritous and malt liquors,

is unconstitutional, because it violates the Interstate

Commerce law in exempting wine from Missouri

grown grapes. The law was enacted in 1909 and

Governor Hadley reached an understanding with

liquor men affected that the law would not be con

tested. This agreement, however, was not adhered

to. It is estimated that the State will lose $150,000

in annual revenue from this source.

—When John J. McNamara was arraigned before

the criminal court at Los Angeles on nineteen in

dictments charging conspiracy to murder, he pleaded

lack of jurisdiction in the court on the ground that

he had been brought into its territory by fraudu

lent and unlawful extradition proceedings; but

Judge Bordwell overruled the plea, holding that it

was not within the province of the court to inquire

how a prisoner had been brought within its jurisdic

tion, but only to try him on the indictment when

brought before it. [See current volume, page 584.]

—A monument to the memory of J. A. MacGahan,

the American whom the Bulgarians call their “lib

erator,” was unveiled at New Lexington, Ohio, on the

4th. Mr. MacGahan distinguished himself as a

newspaper correspondent in the Russo-Turkish war,

one of the results of which was the liberation of

Bulgaria from Turkish rule. He worked hard in

rousing Europe to the point of putting an end to the

Bulgarian atrocities. Almost a generation ago his

remains were brought back from Constantinople on

an American man of war at the request of the Gov

ernor and legislature of Ohio, and he was accorded a

State funeral at New Lexington.

—Dr. Ella Flagg Young, superintendent of the

Chicago schools and first woman to serve as presi

dent of the National Educational Association, was

honored on the 7th with a testimonial banquet at

San Francisco while on her way to the convention of

the N. E. A. at Los Angeles. Thomas E. Hayden,

former president of the San Francisco Board of Ed

ucation, presided. Mrs. Young delivered an address

on “Educational Values.” President Benjamin Ide

Wheeler of the University of California spoke of “The

University, the State and the Teachers," and Presi

dent David Starr Jordan of Stanford on “The Era of

Peace.” Addresses were made also by Professor E

C. Moore of Yale and by Mrs. O. Sheppard Barnum,

national chairman of the department of school pa’

trons. [See vol. xiii. p. 1203; current volume, P. 83.]

-

PRESS OPINIONS

Free Trade Proving Itself.

The Saginaw (Mich.) News.-Porto Rico and the

Philippines, until recently foreign parts, still have

a lower standard of living than the United States,
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We now have absolute free trade with both. In one

year our trade with the Philippines has doubled, and

within a short time our trade with Porto Rico has

increased nearly fifteen times. Apparently, no one

in the United States is injured by the change, while

many must have been benefited. We have always

heard that the proof of the pudding is in the eating.

How much more freedom could we give to our ‘rade

with benefit to the nation ?

+ +

Canadian Land Value Taxation.

The Grand Rapids (Mich.) News (ind.), June 24.—

Lawson Purdy, head of the New York city tax de

partment, was right in his Detroit assertion that

Canada “has made more progress in taxation reform

during the last ten years than Michigan has made

in its whole history.” And he was also right in de

claring that the chief obstacles to tax reform in

this State are the Constitutional restrictions that

fetter free legislative action, thus blocking taxation

experiments cn progressive lines. What Mr. Purdy

says in regard to Michigan, however, is equally true

of every State in the Union, except Oregon, which

only recently adopted an amendment permitting

county option in taxation.

+ +

In the Right Direction.

The Lake Charles (La.) Daily American-Press

(ind.), July 1.-Representative Garland Dupre has

introduced a bill in the House which, if adopted,

will increase the wealth of the United States a hun

dredfold more than all of our ventures in island buy

ing and canal building. It provides for the reclama

tion of the eighty million acres of land along the

Mississippi river by the Federal government. The

American-Press is not aware of the details of the

bill, nor how it is proposed that the landowners

benefited shall repay the government for the work

done, but the principle is correct. Homes for mil

lions of people and wealth in billions of dollars can

be created by the improvement of this body of the

richest land in the world that lies in the heart of the

country.

•F -º

Congressman George's Singletax Speech.

Grand Rapids (Mich.) Press, June 19.--When

Henry George's exposition of single tax contained in

his book, “Progress and Poverty,” was given to the

World in 1879 it hardly gained serious consideration.

Last week his son, Representative Henry George of

New York, was given a respectful hearing in Con

gress while he advocated the absolute abolition of

the tariff, even for revenue purposes, and called for

the installation of single tax on land values to take

the place of the income thus lost. One test of the

interest with which a speech is received in Congress

is to be found in the Congressic Hal Record. If it is

printed in Solid paragraphs with no interruptions or

questions by other members recorded it is likely that

it excited little comment. If it is broken up with

in terrogations and interruptions it is shown that the

other Congressmen at least were interested. In this

instance Mr. George had to stop at least a score of

times and either amplify or explain his remarks.

To one familiar with the Singletax theory there

is little new in the address except the manner in

which the son applies the fauner's doctrine to dis

tinctively modern problems like the conservation of

natural resources, control of coal lands, waterpower

sites, railroads, steamship lines, etc. In reply to

questions he went into details as to the manner in

which he would face the conditions created by mod

ern industry, the basis of his contention being that

all monopoly is first made possible by a monopoly of

land. Not the least interesting part of his

speech was his recital of how the theory is being

applied in part in the taxation systems of western

Canada, Australia and other countries. In Vancou

ver, B. C., for instance, it has been accepted to the

extent of exempting property improvements from

assessment and fixing the rate on land alone. No

country, however, that has a tariff can be said to

have the Singletax. The manner in which Mr.

George conducted the debate proves that he is well

fitted to defend his father's theory.

+ +

A Dying Iniquity.

Collier's (ind.), July 8.-Protection will some day

be tested and found wanting. When that day comes,

protection will go quickly. However necessary it

may be as a temporary necessity, to stimulate manu

factures and make an agricultural country self

sufficient, protection as a permanent institution is

morally unjustifiable. Like the social evil, it may be

impossible to abolish it for the present, it may be

necessary to temporize and accept expedients; but

every man who is honest with himself ought never

theless to preserve his true vision as to its funda.

mental quality. Protection takes money out of the

pockets of one class of people and puts into the

pockets of another class, without any equivalent in

service. No community can watch this go on, under

warrant of law, for any great length, without losing

its finer sense of discrimination as to the distinction

between mine and thine. Protection is morally devi.

talizing to all whom it affects, most of all to its bene:

ficiaries.

+ +

Madero's Problem.

New York Times (ind.), July 4.—How much wiser

it would be for the Government to do nothing more

to open the waste lands than to tax them. Land

taxes in Mexico have been trifling. The Diaz G0V.

ernment never cared to increase them, but Madero

could do nothing better or wiser. Probably he will

not, however, as the idea of Government purchase

seems more popular. It is strange that the freer the

people become the more they encourage govern

mental paternalism. Madero, it will be seen, has his

hands full of new problems, which, however, are new

only to Mexico, where the republican form of gov

ernment has hitherto been the mask of an autocracy.

The rest of us have been contending long with all

these problems, and not very satisfactorily, we must

admit. Mexico, in its new estate, is not worse off

than the rest of the world.

•º

The (St. Louis) Mirror (Wm. Marion Reedy),

July 6.-In the reconstitution of conditions in Mex:
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ico, what would do Madero and the other Liberal

leaders most good would be the co-operation of two

or three first-class, well grounded Singletaxers.

They would show him where to get his revenue in

a supply not only unfailing but increasing with

every work of improvement done by the new gov

ernment. And that revenue can be secured without

putting any tax upon the industry of Mexico. He

can make the men who have grabbed all the good

things in Mexico disgorge. He can tax the big es

tates of their land values and levy no tax at all

upon homes, machinery, cattle, railroad cars and

locomotives, manufacturing plants, etc.

+ +

Bryan and the Democratic Party. -

The Grand Rapids (Mich.) News (ind.), June 3.−

That this eloquent and versatile Nebraskan is still

a power to be reckoned with in Democratic councils,

despite his triple defeats for the Presidency—and pos

sibly in large measure because of them—is empha

sized by the increasing attention that is being given

to his views and acts by both the Democratic and

the Republican press. Mr. Bryan has repeatedly

declared that he is not and will not be a candidate

for another Presidential nomination; but, notwith

standing this, both Republican and Democratic jour

mals, not a few, still assume that he will not unlikely

strive to capture the nomination for himself if he

finds he cannot dictate both a candidate and plat

form. In consonance with his own radical democratic

ideas. The Democratic papers thus expressing them

selves are among those which have generally antag

onized the Nebraskan before nomination, and half

heartedly supported him after or not at all. The

Republican journals, of course, see in the growing

antagonism of Bryan to the Bailey-Fitzgerald con

servative section of the party what promises to be a

schism as embarrassing to the Democracy as is the

Progressive Republican element to their own party.

The active opposition—both in his Commoner and

through his personal work in Washington—to the

Clark-Underwood proposition for remitting only half

the raw wool duties, instead of making wool free,

has caused much hostile criticism of Bryan by the

members Of his own party, and is likely to cause

more, by reason of his uncompromising position

taken on the free wool question. To the Nebraskan

free wool is the essential prerequisite to any ade

quate tariff reform, and he declares that “since

nearly half our wool must be imported, it is gross

injustice to tax the whole population heavily on

clothing for the supposed benefit of a comparatively

few sheep growers.” Speaker Clark has been gen

erally counted, equally with Governor Woodrow Wil

son, as likely to receive the Bryan support for the

coming Presidential nomination; but, according to

the forecast of the New York Tribune and other

journals, the split on the wool tariff has now ruled

the Missourian off the Presidential books of the

Nebraskan. There is, however, nothing certain about

this. In fact, about the only thing about Mr. Bryan

that can be safely counted as certain is this—he is

now, and is likely to continue for some time to come,

the most potent individual factor in his party.

RELATED THINGS

CONTRIBUTIONS AND REPRINT

AT A SUMMER RESORT.

Brand Whitlock in American Magazine for July.

Yes, it is beautiful; this peaceful scene

Of Shimmering lake, deep in the pinewoods green,

With happy, brown-kneed children, youth and maid,

And elder folk in summer white arrayed,

At tennis, golf, and boating—all at play,

Wherewith they while these golden hours away.

And yet—and yet—I wish I could not see,

Back in the city's heat and misery,

Those patient men who toil in shop and mill,

Their work-worn wives, their children wan and still,

Wasting their lives in cruel sacrifice

To give these idle ones this paradise!

+ + +

PLANNING FOR PORTLAND.

Charles Erskine Scott Wood, Writing on the City

of Roses in the Pacific Monthly for June.

Guarded by her hills which she is beginning to

climb as a climbing rose clambers up to the win

dow of its desire, Portland sees, afar off in the skies,

the great snow guardians which have made her:

Mt. Hood, St. Helens, Adams, Rainier, Jefferson;

and she knows the vast sapphire wall which sup

ports them is a wall of pine and fir trees whose

whispers are Wealth ! Wealth ! And under their

roots are coal and silver and gold and quarries.

The Earth gnomes hammer in her ears: Wealth /

Wealth ! All around her are fertile valleys and

broad tidelands and toward the east hundreds of

thousands of square miles of golden fields, fra

grant orchards, pastures thick with herds—calling

to the Golden City of Predestination: Wealth !

Wealth /

Here is the last lap of that migration of the peo

ples which set out from Asia ever toward the West,

seeking freer and more open lands. And here on

the Pacific the progress shall be stayed awhile and

we shall fill up. Eighty thousand colonists from

the East this spring ! Picture all of Idaho, Wash

ington, Oregon, filled with fat farms, smiling

orchards; gridironed with electric railways run

ning from city to city; the waterfalls of the moun

tains giving light and heat and power; pumping

the water for irrigating fields more productive

than all the gold mines of the world. A land flow

ing with milk and honey, and humming as a hive

with a happily crowded population. Perfect roads

alive with freight autos and pleasure autos; cen

tral halls, libraries, theatres and amusement parks,

even in the country; distance annihilated and the

human hive really sociable and happy. Perhaps

aeroplanes from which one could casually drop

down on a friend.
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Fancy all this hive of happy industry pouring

its wealth down to the great centre, the great sea

port at the junction of the rivers. There will be

the wonderful municipal docks, moles and slips;

the acres and acres of factories, the crowd of ship

ping; the beautiful, great central depots; the

graceful bridges over, and tubes under, the river;

streets all clear, clean and remodeled, with broad

transverse avenues, and subways to every part of

the metropolis. Our girdle of hills pierced with

broad, bright tunnels into the adjoining valleys;

and crowning the hills, beautiful villas, temples,

palaces.

All this the revelers at the Rose Festival of 2000

A. D. will see, and more; the great metropolis will

have become so wealthy she will have turned

toward art and taste. Skyscrapers and dark, dirty,

narrow little streets between, filled with unsightly

holes, will be abolished at any cost. Real avenues

and buildings of true beauty will be built where

the impulse to create the beautiful is not stifled by

the price of space.

Paris condemned and bought all property along

any proposed avenue of improvement; made the

improvement, destroying all that came in the way,

and then re-sold the land left for more than the

cost of the improvement. Or perhaps Portland

will have become as sensible as the German cities

and will be her own landlord, taking in the suburbs

and vacant spaces by purchase, and then leasing,

so that she will derive a great income from her

rents.

It is curious, this long slow incubation before

a community can see that the community as a

whole makes the value of land, and the community

as a whole is therefore entitled to take that value,

much as a landlord now takes rent for the land he

OW]].S.

No community: land has no value.

Small community: land has moderate value.

Great community: land has great value; and so

whatever the value put into the land by the com

munity, the community has a right to take back

as a species of rent.

But with such a wealthy city we must have

something better than our present plan of city gov

ernment. I would like to leave as my legacy to

my fellow citizens these truths which I fear too

many of them will be slow to see:

One: The legislative and money-appropriating

arm must be distinct from the executive and

should be elective.

Two: The principal business of running a city

(the detail) is all executive. The executives should

all be appointed.

Three: The voter should be required to exer

cise his judgment in election upon as few as pos

sible.

Four: The representatives selected should be

taken at large so as to represent the whole city.

Five: The executive arm should prepare all

the estimates and have a right to speak on the sub

ject.

Six: The executives should all be appointed

and removable by one central head, who must be

held responsible.

What a mess our good old democratic warhorse,

Andrew Jackson, plunged us into when he started

the craze to elect everybody from dogcatcher to

sheriff' He thereby started the graft of Ameri

can cities which makes them so different from

those of the old world, for I refuse to believe that

our human nature is different.

If Portland is to be the great and lovely me

tropolis I believe she will be, she with her fellow

citizens must open Oregon's natural resources of

mountain and valley to this horde of eager im

migrants we expect and hope to welcome from the

ever-teeming East. What is not being put to use

must be thrown open to those who will use it. And

having brought Justice to her outside territory and

filled it with a happy crowd, Portland must see to

it that she herself is founded on a system which

does not depend on the honesty of some particular

man or men, but which makes it undesirable in

human nature for any man to be dishonest, by:

First, limiting the power.

Second, making it easy to put your finger right

on the weak spot. -

I freely admit I am a crank. A crank is a per

son crazy on one idea, and here am I who was

asked to prepare a Portland Rose Festival article,

writing on politics' But I can't get away from it.

I see so much joy and happiness and prodigal

wealth overflowing into the basket of future Rose

Festivals that I hate to see a torn and dirty bas

ket for it to flood into.

And what greater work can man or city do than

to struggle closer to the altars of Justice and make

the children of men happier?

+ 4 +

SOME THINKS ABOUT EVOLUTION

By Old Man Harder.

For The Public.

Ever hear anything about evolution? Sure!

Tompkins keeps me posted on evolution an' pro

tection. I’ve got about as much faith in one as

in the other. I git a plenty of both of 'em, be:

tween the books he lends me an his lectures. Half

the time I feel as scientific as a Yale professor.

What's science? Why, it’s the thing that settles

things one way today an’ finds out it's just the

other way tomorrow.

Yes, sir-ee I felt a little bit lonesome for

awhile after Tomkins come over to the house an'

give me his first lecture. He left a couple o' books,

an' when I begun to git the turn o' the argument

‘hout evolution. I kinder felt like the scientists

had knocked out God. Of course, I couldn't pre
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tend to know much about God. I didn’t have the

slightest idea about how He looked, or where he

made His home. I didn’t have a guess a comin'

as at what He purposed to do with us later on,

but it was sort o' comfortin’ to feel that He'd

made a purty good sort of a world here, an’ to

think that somebody with more sense than the or

dinary man was in charge o' things an’ keepin'

'em straight. I kind o' wanted something to lean

on when things was goin’ wrong an’ the blues was

colorin' everything, an’ it seemed to me that what

ever it was that made the earth an’ the rest o' the

universe was something you might bank on. I

couldn't do that with the ordinary run o' men.

Yes! I was mighty Jonesome for awhile after

Tomkins come over an' I found out that science

said things wasn’t made at all, an’ that there

wasn't any Maker, but things jest evoluted.

“How can that be?” says I.

“It's simple enough,” says Tomkins. “There

wasn't anything to begin with except matter an’

motion, which they always was an’ always will be.

Motion got to mixin’ itself up with matter in a

sort of a whirligig an’ the whirligig kept a goin',

till the earth an’ the rest o' the universe jest hap

pened to come, an’ somewhere in the muss there

was something evoluted that the scientists call a

cell in which there was a germ. An’ that was life.

Then the cell kept on evolutin’ an’ makin' more

cells an’ the whirligig o' matter an’ motion kept

on grindin’ an’ something they call environment

come to be, an’ the cells kept on workin’ an’ turned

into fish an’ serpents an’ elephants an’ all sorts o'

living things, includin’ monkeys that evoluted

later into man. An all these things came to be

without any mind to think it out an' plan it. It

jest happened.”

“Simple enough,” says I. “It’s clear as mud to

me. If I’d found it out before it would a saved

me a lot o' trouble. I’ve bothered a good deal

about the right an’ wrong o' things, but if things

jest happened without nobody thinkin' 'em out

there can’t be any right an’ wrong. If there's no

right or wrong what do you punish me for, if I

steal your money?

this evolution been workin’?”

“Oh Millions an’ millions of years,” says Tom.

kins.

“Is it a workin' now?” says I.

“Yes, sir,” says Tomkins. “It’s been workin'

right along ever, since it begun a makin' things

more an’ more perfect.”

“Then, if this evolution, with its natural selec

tion an’ its environment is industrious, there ought

to be some evidence of the makin' of new species

since men came on earth an’ begun to leave history

behind 'em. Has anything been discovered in the

process of evolutin' from the simple to a more

complex form *

“Nothin’ alive,” says Tomkins, “nothin’ alive.

Say, Tomkins, how long has

But oceans o' bones to show that animals dropped

tails an’ took on wings, an’ made all sorts o'

changes for the better.”

“Is there any other evidence, except the bones

an’ the imagination o’ the scientists?” says I. “Did

any scientist ever discover a cell or a combination

o' cells in the act o' changin' its form * Did any

of the species on earth when man came ever evo

lute into another species?”

“Not yet,” says Tomkins. “But the Professors

are workin’ hard, an’ we may learn soon that they

have discovered the source of life an’ can start a

new species by mixin' seawater an’ chemicals to

gether.”

“Well, Tomkins,” says I, “I can’t take a bit o'

comfort in thinkin’ about this whirligig o' matter

an’ motion. It makes me dizzy. I want to think

that something with sense to it is in charge o' the

universe, something that knows a heap

more’n the best man that ever lived, and

something that we can look up to an’

pray to if we feel the need of strength an help

beyond what man can give us. I want to think

that somewhere in the universe there is an intel

ligence compared to which the knowledge of the

scientists is idiocy. I shall keep on feelin' this

way till they discover some of this evolution goin'

on where we can see it.”

But Tomkins is goin’ to bring me another book

to read.

GEO. V. WELLS.

+ 4 +

THE SINGLETAX.

An Oration Delivered June 15, 1911, at the Com

mencement Exercises of the Hartwell (Ohio)

High School, by One of the Youthful

Graduates, Laurence E. DeCamp.

In the year 1879 Henry George, an American,

published his first great book, entitled “Progress

and Poverty.” In this book he first announced

the Singletax theory—the proposed use of one

kind of taxes instead of the many kinds we now

have—this one tax to be placed upon the actual

site value of land, not including the improvements

upon it, and regardless of its area, and all other

taxes to be abolished.

Most students of social questions believe that

poverty, suffering and discontent throughout the

world are becoming unbearable, and that a con

flict is almost in sight. This is the most serious

question for practical men to face. The present

system of taxation puts an unjust burden upon

labor, the consumer and the poor man, and is one

great cause of the trouble.

In presenting the Singletax as a remedy, we

first present the arguments from the moral side

the side of right and justice. Later we give the

practical and economic side; for the disciples of

Henry George are not dreamers, but include many
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of the deepest thinkers in the world. They are

not socialists—the farthest away from it, claiming

to have the only salvation in the future from so

cialism. -

The moral proposition you must follow closely,

as it is condensed. First: This is God’s world.

Second: We are all His creatures and equally

under II is care. Third: Man has wants of the

body, also those of mind and spirit. Fourth: To

satisfy these wants, man is told to labor. Fifth:

With the need of labor and the power to labor,

God gives us the material. The material is land,

man being a land animal who can live only on

and from the land. The other elements, air,

sunshine and water, are of no use to him without

land. From this comes the great truth, that men

being equal creatures of God's care are equally

entitled to the use of the land. No man has a

moral right to exclusive ownership of the land

any more than of the air and the sunshine. But

the right of possession of land is not denied.

The moral right to be an exclusive owner of

property is not generally understood. Man has

a full property right to the results of his labor,

but not the same right to the things created by

God. Man takes a fish from the river; he has a

property right to the fish, to sell it or give it away,

but not a property right to the river to sell it or

forbid others its use. Man has a property right

to the grain he cultivates, but not so to the sun

and soil in which it grew. These are the con

tinuing gifts of God for all men.

The Singletaxers are not impractical, they

do not ask that the land be taken away and held

for common use. They propose to leave it in the

private possession of individuals, with full lib

erty to sell or bequeath it; but they also propose

that it be taxed for all public uses, the tax to be

approximately equal to the annual rental value

of the naked land itself without improvements.

They would repeal all other taxes, as these are

upon the products of industry, and take away

largely from the earnings of labor, and hence in

fringe on the rights of property.

Having presented the moral side of the ques

tion, I will now touch somewhat on the economic

side. Taxes as now imposed are direct or indirect,

mostly the latter. An example will show the un

fairness of the indirect tax. A shoe manufacturer

pays taxes on his plant and product; he wishes

to get this back and adds it to his price of shoes

to the wholesale dealer, the latter then collects it

from the retailer, and the retailer in the same way

collects it in added price from the purchaser or

consumer. Thus what seems to be a tax on the

manufacturer of shoes, is in reality an indirect

tax on the consumer. The poor man finally pays

the tax and pays it with compound interest. All

indirect taxes are unfair because they can be

shifted onto another.

Such direct taxes as income and inheritance

taxes are levied only upon a man's ability to pay,

and hence are also not right and fair. Singletax

on the land is levied in proportion to the benefits

received, and hence is the honest direct tax.

Ground rent or Singletax is the just and natural

tax. A man occupies certain land, and makes a

profit out of that position which he could not gain

elsewhere. This is proof that his profit is not

the result of his labor, but comes from some su

perior fertility in the soil, some superior oppor

tunity for selling the fruits of his labor, or some

superior protection of government. For this he

pays no more rent or tax than some other man

is willing to pay for the advantage. He receives

full value for his rent and he receives it person

ally, not as a member of society.

Under the Singletax all monopolics like rail.

ways, express, telephone, telegraph, electric light

and pipe-line companies, will pay according to

the values of their franchises. For example, the

exclusive privilege of using an unbroken strip ºf

barren land a thousand miles long is immensely

valuable to a railway. It is now taxed only on

the value of farm land. On this land-value Wä

tered stock and bonds are issued for ten or twenty

times the actual cost of placing the rails and buy

ing the equipment. Thus it is shown that the

monopolies do not pay their proper share of the

taxes.

Summing up all the arguments, it is shown that

indirect taxes are wrong from a moral side bº

cause they conflict with God's laws; from the

practical side because they can be shifted ontº

others. Such direct taxes as income and inheri

tance taxes are wrong as they are not in accord

ance with good government. The Singletax be:

ing the only one left, must be the honest, tax.

Those who have made a study of the Singletas

declare that it would prevent the artificial cºn
centration of wealth in the hands of a few; that

it would encourage improvement and industry,

and would increase wages; that it would reduce

the taxes of farmers; that it would not increase

the taxes of those in towns and cities; that it

would throw open to all men some land upon

which they could make a living without investin;
capital; that it would thus give fair and equal

opportunities to all and would remoye,the artifi

cial wall that hinders the success of the honest.

intelligent and industrious.

+ + +

Heed not though indolence to you may whisper -

That far too mighty is the strife for powers like

yours;

That 'twill be fought as well without your aid.

Alone a general never wins a battle;

'Tis won for him by solid ranks of soldiers.

—Esais Tegnér.
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BOOKS

PROFESSORFISHERON THEMONEY

QUESTION.

The Purchasing Power of Money. By Irving Fisher.

Published by the Macmillans, New York. Price,

$3.00.

Those students who have been discouraged by

the pseudo-scientific character of the teachings of

the old school of political economy will welcome

this book as an earnest and able discussion of some

of those principles of monetary science which have

at times been the foot-balls of partizan necessity

and of social prejudice. It places these principles

upon the secure foundation of scientific demonstra

tion.

Definitions new to the old school and mathe

matical reasoning are the basis of the work. The

“equation of exchange” is defined to be simply the

sum of the equations involved in all individual ex

changes in a year. The author gives it algebraic

expression in the following formula:-MV=p(),

—that is to say, the amount of M (oney) in use in

a country, multiplied by the V (elocity) with

which it circulates, equals the Q(uantity) of goods

sold multiplied by the p(rices). His next equa

tion is MV-HM'V'-p()+PT: and he keeps on

building up his equations to such a bewildering

extent that they are obliged to retire to the ap

pendix in order to have full scope.

<< Prof. Fisher demonstrates the soundness of the

quantitative theory of money,” that the level of

prices varies directly with the quantity of money

in circulation, but adds that this is true only when

the velocity of circulation of that money and the

Volume of trade which it is obliged to carry are

nºt changed. He shows that bi-metalism is scien

tifically feasible; that the gold standard is, from

* Scientific standpoint, unsound and unsafe; that

the necessity exists of getting rid of metallic

standards altogether; that an index number of

wholesale prices of commodities is the true stan

dard of value.

Altho he admits that, theoretically, “irredeem

able” paper money may be the cheapest and most

easily regulated form of currency he does not dis

º the questiºn whether a paper money could not

"..." regulated in amount as always to be at par

With his index number and whether it could not
tiºn be properly called redeemable.

in"...º.º. his logic may be questioned

plies to thatſº -currency” is the term hº ap

by the banks ". º to our money supply effºtel
checks andº their system of “deposits,

amounting to... such deposit currency

half billiºns of ºn billions as against one and one

ions of other forms of money; he says that> * : * > . . . c

the “deposits” are the real currency and then shows

with perfect accuracy that nothing is deposited.

The truth is that this “deposit-currency” is the

veriest bubble of inflation, the banks making loans

and charging interest for the same far beyond the

amount of cash on hand, trusting to the clearing

house practice of offsetting one check against.

another, with a call for actual cash of less than five

per cent of the total amount cleared.

It may well be doubted whether Prof Fisher has

the courage of all his convictions.

It is more than likely that he has to be especially

mindful of his p’s and q’s. For is he not pro

fessor of political economy in a university whose

president, in a (so-called) scientific treatise on

economics, sheds genuine tears of distress over the

real wrongs of the creditor, the purchasing power

of whose money has been lessened by an expanding

currency, but tells the debtor, when contraction of

the currency has ruined him, that he is the victim

of an over-sanguine temperament in believing that

prices would remain the same and that he should

bear his troubles like a little man 2

There is no vital discussion of any question not

purely academic, or in respect to which “the in

terests” have not agreed that there is something

wrong. The economic soundness of a system

which permits private (banking) interests to fur

nish fourteen-seventeenths of the currency of the

country at their own will and on their own terms,

is not even remotely called into question; though

the banks are in possession of a special privilege

which bears vitally upon every industry and every

interest—checks “doing the money-work” being

the real currency, and the banks deciding not only

who has credit but who may use his own credit,

and how much he must pay the banks for the

privilege of issuing his own money. Prof. Fish

er's proposed system would keep money dear by

connecting it with the market price of gold, and

would not threaten the monopoly possessed by the

banks which now have the power and the will to

keep money dear and to charge for its use all

that the traffic will bear.

He unobtrusively remarks that the real aim of

his book is to point out the way to a scientific cur

rency, and winds up with the “tentative sugges

tion” that it may be found both practicable and ad

visable to combine the tabular standard with the

principles of the gold-exchange standard, an in

ternational central bureau to buy or sell gold ac

cording to variations in the index number, and

thus preserve from year to year an even level of

prices, in other words (not his) inflating the cur

rency when prices are falling and contracting the

currency when they are rising.

Prof. Fisher's book should be read by every one

who is interested in monetary problems. It lays

upon secure foundations certain essential prin

ciples, which can never hereafter be reasonably

questioned. It is a very valuable contribution to
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to be colored through social or political prejudice.

WILLIAM HOWE CRANE.

* + *F

WILLIAM HOWECRANEONMONEY

A Scientific Currency. By William Howe Crane, L.

B. Published by Broadway Publishing Company,

New York (835 Broadway), Baltimore, Atlanta,

Norfolk, Chicago and Washington.

Mr. Crane regards Professor Fisher's book,

which he reviews above, as more scientific in meth

od than his own, but his own as more fearless than

Professor Fisher's. That is proper enough, Pro

ſessor Fisher's being academic and Mr. Crane's

practically suggestive and controversial.

Mr. Crane searches for the principles of a scien

tific money system for purposes of financial re

form. He finds them, so far as the present cur

rency question is concerned, in the relations of

creditor class to debtor class; and here the func

tion of money, as the “measure of values,” pre

sents itself to him as of immense national import

ance in view of the tremendous volume of “the

sum of our national, municipal and individual in

debtedness.”

| lis first consideration is the reasonable one

that the measure of value should be absolutely

just. Consequently there should be a test, “so

that one may certainly know whether the measure

is growing longer or shorter.” Finding the per

capita test unscientific, he adopts the test of “a

comparison from time to time of the level of all

prices,” and proposes a government commission

“consisting of men of the highest character, pa

triotism and especial fitness” to adjust the volume

of currency from time to time to rising and fall

ing price levels.

Accepting the quantitative theory of money as

sound (and this is Mr. Crane's basis), his con

clusion follows that debtors are plundered by con

traction as creditors are by expansion. We are

inclined, however, to attribute this result rather

to a rise in the commercial demand, relatively to

supply of the material of which the money stand

ard is composed, than to shrinkage in the currency

volume as a whole—to commodity fluctuations dis

tinctively rather than currency fluctuations as

such. While it is true that inordinate expansion

of legal-tender currency composed of cheap ma

the new political science, whose teachings are not terial would plunder creditors, it does not there

fore follow that its inordinate contraction would

plunder debtors. The difference lies in the fact

that an excessive legal tender scales debts down

by placing a check upon their collection by law,

whereas contraction cannot scale debts up with

out the aid of another economic factor—a rise of

the material of the money standard in its value

for use in the arts.

Contraction may and does in fact so operate as

to scale debts upward, and thereby to plunder

debtors; but it does this by operating as a lever

does, its fulcrum being an increase (relative to

supply, of course) in the commercial demand for

the material of the money standard. Expansion,

on the other hand, operates not as an economic

lever, which needs its economic fulcrum to be

effective, but as a government decree which needs

no other factor to check the processes of debt col

lection than judicial obedience to that decree. On

the whole, debts are paid with commodities (in

the last analysis with labor), and not with cur

rency; but as they are paid in money terms, the

commodity payment is larger or smaller according

to thre value of the material of the money stand

ard as determined by the demand for it for con

sumption, and not by the aggregate volume of all

kinds of currency.

Mr. Crane seems to us to disclose an elementary

misapprehension that runs through his whole

thought, when he mentions in chapter xi the bor

rower's need of money as “the real essence” of the

discounting of a note at the bank. The real es

sence here is the same as in any brokerage tran

saction in which no money passes. Somebody, or

several somebodies, whom the borrower does not

know, or who do not know him, or do not know

him well enough to trust him, possess or control

commodities which he needs and which the bank

is able and willing to buy or borrow for him and

to sell or lend to him. Except as money terms are

used as part of a trading language for calculat

ing purposes, money plays so small a part in

such transactions as to be negligible in any eco

nomic analysis.

That is the way, at any rate, that the matter

looks to us; and if we are right, Mr. Crane is on

a wrong scent in his search. But whether his

observation and reasoning be wrong or not, he

is right in many of his contentions. For instance,

This is a Requisition

I require 10,000 new subscribers to The Public, and I know of none so capable of getting them

as those who know its merit by experience, none so interested in doing it as those who appreciate

the work The Public is doing.

Will you not see a friend in The Public's behalf?

Cincinnati, July 8. DANIEL Kiefer.
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“But,” suggested the lawyer, “suppose the indethat an enormous load of debt has been piled upon
pendent companies—”

the industries of the country to the profit of non- -- T -1 : -I - - -

producers; that there must be such a thing as n."...”*. ".*.*".*:::
scientific currency principles : that “the measure interrupted the trust magnate, scowling-chicago

of wages for common labor is the sum which a Tribune
-

man may earn by working for himself on his own -

land at the margin of cultivation under an equit

able land system;” that in the benefits of in

ººº|º ºng “Certainly,” replied Senator Sorghum. -

uring the term of an indebtedness, both debto “But I thought it was unfavorable to your friends.”

and creditor should share; that with an ideal “It is. And I’m going to interest myself in it far

measure of value they would have to share them enough to let me offer suggestions that will render it

equitably; that paper money should be issued only impractical."—washington star.

by the government; and that all bank notes should

be retired as being no necessary part of the bank- + + -->

“Pa, what is a transcendentalist?” “Have youing function.

BOOK BARGAINS APIPE. §M9KERS

We have just secured a large number of excellent \º Enjoy your smoke—save your
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sweet, clean smoke. By mail, 25c a box-enough to last for
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One of the bargains :

THE GOSPEL. According To DARwiN–Dr. woods
Hutchinson. This book is written in the cheery spirit of one

who believes there is a nobler, broader conception in the ad

Yancement of the race than in the mere, uplifting and salvation

of the individual. The author's gospel is; since we must faii in A

:::::::"º. TOM L. JOHNSON
- - ess impedes the prog o ose

-

SOUVENIR

behind us who have not yet fallen.

$ºuther, orks, sº or price º, ;:::::.”

We have a limited number of the books—8 copies of the

i.º.º.º. bound—and it will be necessary

If you want to know more of

Johnson the man; more of his

work in Congress; of his part in

the George Campaigns in New

York; of his achievements as

Mayor of Cleveland, you should

Catalogs of the other book bargains on request.

THE EDUCATIONAL PRESS, Inc.

have a copy of the Johnson Souve

nir booklet.

+ 4 +

“You are going to interest yourself in this re

form enterprise?”

9 Metropolitan Bldg. CHICAGO |

ALL books of ALL publishers

FOR SALE

A complete set of all the issues

of The Standard, published by

Henry George, Editor and

Proprietor (1886 to 1889 inclu

sive), bound in four volumes.

Condition first class.

Appress WILSON FERGUSON

1430 South Penn Square

– Philadelphia, Pa.

It contains the speeches delivered

by Rev. H. S. Bigelow, Louis F.

Post and others at the Testimo

nial Dinner given in his honor in

New York on May 30 1910.

And we've said nothing about the

work of the artist-printer who

made the booklet a thing to treas

ure! Fifty cents a copy.

From DANIEL KIEFER,

Cincinnati, Ohio.
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chained up the dog, as I told you?” “Not yet, pa.”

“Well, do that, and when you come back I will tell

you what a transcendentalist is.” While Bobby was

gone, his astute parent dug the needed information

out of a dictionary.—Birmingham Age-Herald.

•F + +

“What is all this talk that's in the papers about

the open shop?” asked Mr. Hennessey.

“Why, don't you know?” said Mr. Dooley. “Really,

I'm surprised at yer ignorance, Hinnessey. Whut

is th’ ‘open shop?' Sure, ’tis a shop where they

kape th' door open tº accommodate th’ consthant

stream of min comin' in tº take jobs cheaper thin

th’ min that has th’ jobs. 'Tis like this, Hinnessey

—suppose wan of these free-barn Amerycan citi.

zens is wurkin' in an open shop fer th’ princely

wages of wan large iron dollar a day of tin hours.

Along comes another free-barn son-of-a-gun, an' he

sez to th' boss, “I think I could handle th' job ſer

The
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ninety cints.’ ‘Shure,' sez the boss, an' th' wan-dol

lar man gits th’ merry jinglin' can, an' goes out in

to th’ crool wourld t” exercise his inalienable rights

as a free-barn Amerycan citizen an' scab on some

other poor devil. An' so it goes, Hinnessey. An'

who gits th' benefit? Thru, it saves th’ boss money,

but he doesn’t care no more fer money thin he does

for his roight eye. It's all principle wid him. He

hates tº see th' min robbed of their in depindince.

They must have their indopindince regardless of

inything ilse.”

“But,” said Mr. Hennessey, “these ‘open-shop' min

ye minshun say they are fur th’ unions if properly

conducted.”

“Shure,” said Mr. Dooley, “if properly conducted.

An' there we are An' how would they have thim
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Come.” Dark green cloth, $2.50, postpaid.
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conducted? No strikes, no rules, no contracts, no seriously. “when we children do all the work."—

scales, hardly any wages, an’ dam few mimbers.” Boston Journal.

—F. Peter Dunne. + + +

He who finds he has something to sell
+ + +

- -

- And goes and whispers it down a well,

A bright little Medford lad heard his parents Is not so apt to collar the dollars,

talking about the salaries of teachers. “I don't see As he who climbs a tree and hollers.

why they should pay the teachers,” he said, very —The Advertiser.

Tributes to

Tom L. Johnson

In celebration of the fifty-seventh anniversary of TOM L. JOHNSON'S birth,

which occurred July 18, 1854, The Public will issue a special number contain

ing selections of editorial tributes on the occasion of his death, April 10, 1911.

It was originally intended to publish in this special number all these tributes in full.

But that is found to be impracticable. It would require some 500 extra Pagº

of The Public. Condensation is therefore necessary. Care will be taken, h9"

ever, to edit with reference especially to avoiding unnecessary repetition* of

praise and to preserve every phase of criticism.

Other features will be embodied in this special number of The Public, some of which

cannot yet be announced. Among them, however, will be TWO HALF

TONE PORTRAITS, one taken at the summit of Mayor Johnson's power"

the other as he withdrew from office fifteen months before his death. ”

speech in Congress on the income tax in 1894 will also be included.

This issue of The Public will be more than trebled in the number of its pages, but

will go to all subscribers in regular course without extra charge. -

For additional copies, however, a charge at the rate of TEN CENTS EACH will

be made, and advance orders with cash will be taken. As only a small extra

edition will be printed in excess of orders for additional copies in adva"

no assurances can be given that orders other than those received in advance

will be filled.

The Public of this issue will be completed for the press July 18, but will bea

July 21, 1911.

r date of
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