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EDITORIAL

Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upharsin.

The fate of the House of Lords seemed pretty

certain before their progeny and retainers in the

Commons outraged all parliamentary decencies in

their treatment of the Prime Minister. It is abso

lutely certain now, unless the British people have

decayed along with their nobility.

+ +

The Course of Democratic Empire.

It used to be westward that “the course of em

pire takes its way”—the empire of democracy.

But when it had passed from Asia into Europe,

had crossed the Atlantic and flowed over the

prairies and mountains of America, its tide

“churned” against the barriers of the Pacific

Coast. It had reachel its farthest West. Some

poet might now paraphrase Bishop Berkeley’s

words with a new inspiration. The course of dem

ocratic empire is no longer westward; to the West

we must turn for its source. And that is our apol

ogy, if apology be needed, for so lengthy an ac

count of the Alaska situation, in the news depart

ment of this week's Public.

+.

Not for the scandal part of it do we let the story

run so free. But the scandal marks the point at

which there have come to the surface the possibili

ties of a great constructive work of government;
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and we give the original story in full as part of the

history of the larger thing. The larger thing is na

tionalization of national property, and national

operation of national industrial functions. We

urge careful reading of every line of this long

story, under the several successive heads we have

given it, from the first words of Miss Abbott in

exposure of the scandal, through every paragraph,

to the last words (as reported by the Washington

correspondent of the Evening News of Newark,

N. J.) of Congressmen Graham and George, in

explanation of constructive policies of our nation

al government that seem now to loom large out on

our northwestern coast.

* +

Vancouver's Municipal Lead.

Nor is probable nationalization of national in

dustrial property and functions the only word of

cheer and hope that comes eastward from the now

Sources of democratic empire. As in the move

ment for nationalization the land question appears

in two of its majestic forms—government mines

and government highways, so in the taxation ex

periments of western Canada the same question

appears in the less obtrusive but correlated and

equally necessary form of taxation of land values.

The center of these experiments on the American

continent is now at Vancouver* : and in its Van

couver special number the Single Tax Review

renders to the Singletax cause in the United States

and Canada the highest kind of service by its re

port upon the Vancouver experiment in land

value taxation. Probably no more useful service

by anyone would be possible at the present stage of

the Singletax movement in this country.

+

When Henry George came eastward preaching

his gospel of social regeneration by means of what

is now called the Singletax, the first great popular

response he got was in New York City. After

commanding conspicuous attention there for a

time, his message, echoing back across the conti

ment, was heard by a new generation beyond the

Rockies, and one of the results is Vancouver. An

other is Oregon, where, on our side of the inter

national line, Singletaxers are busy building for

us that object lesson in the Singletax that our

Canadian brethren at Vancouver already have.

The thought that germinated in Henry George's

mind along that distant coast nearly half a cen

tury ago, that was fostered in the East through

the Labor campaigns of 1886 and 1897 in New

Fourteenth Year.

York and more timidly in the interval and ther".

after through tax reform movements, that foul

a different and stronger expression under Tº

L. Johnson's administration of Cleveland, *

has been visible indistinctly in many places

through various forms of agitation and legisla

tion from coast to coast, has its principal seat 0

influence now in the great modern Northwest.

*

Wancouver's adoption of the Singletax prinº

ple as fully as any mere municipality can, º

fully than any municipality of the United Sta".

outside of Oregon may, should turn Singletaş at:

tention toward that present Mecca of singletas

development in America. It is in furnishing *"
fully and in detail the necessary information from

a Singletax viewpoint, and in a manner calcula

to arouse general Singletax attention and intº"

that The Single Tax Review makes its Vanco".

number one well worth while to put into thehº

of everybody with Singletax tendencies or pºs:

bilities. We trust that its 50,000 edition º
he speedily exhausted; and this not alone for th

sake of the publisher whose enterprise andº
deserve that recognition, but also for the useful

ness of the number and to encourage the mº

zine in the similar work it has projected ſº º

future. Luther S. Dickey, the Review's ""

tigator and reporter for the Vancouver numb:

has done his work admirably, with the obj" º

so much of interesting outsiders with st'ſ" º

facts and literary touches, as definitely, ful."

accurately to inform. And in his work Mr.º
has evidently had the hearty co-operation of has

editor and publisher, Joseph Dana Miller. whº i.

handled the material with excellent editorial "

mont.*

+ +

Progress in Free Trade.

David Starr Jordan strikes the true in “”

ing Canadian reciprocity when in a lette ()

27th, published in the Chicago Examinº"

te regarº

r of Jul"

f July

*See The Public, current volume, pages 561, 630.

22, he writes: ment "

I am in favor of the reciprocity agre. barriers

Canada. I believe in the removal of barriers.

between nations which are not nat...ations ill

There is nothing whatever in the cº

Nassall
- 5 -

- ºf

*The Single Tax Review is published *ions. wº.

Street, New York City, and all communic:* that*
commercial or editorial, should be sent tº umbe11

It is published bi-monthly. The Mayº. Figº, º
the one devoted to Vancouver. Yearly S11 * * * hose º of

$1. The price of single copies, includinº ºr nº. (ſ

Vancouver special number, is 25 cents. this "

this issue of the Review is at page 789 C.

The Public.
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Canada which justifies any kind of customs collec

tions between the two countries. If the common

plea for protection on the ground of equalizing wages

has any value whatever, it does not apply here. I

look upon it as a step toward the elimination of

all customs barriers among the nations of the

continent. -

That is its true meaning; and it means more—it

is a step toward the elimination of all customs

barriers among the nations of the earth.

•F

Those Republicans who have opposed the reci

Procity agreement on that ground were right in

their judgment. Protection and reciprocity can

not long survive together. Every argument for

President Taft's agreement is an argument for free

trade. If protection can be of any benefit to farm

ers, then the Taft reciprocity agreement is hostile

to American farmers’ interests. If protection can

keep up American wages, then the Taft reciprocity

agreement is hostile to the interests of American

Wage workers. But protection does not and can

not benefit farmers (not the farmers who farm

farms as distinguished from the farmers who farm

farmers); nor does it nor can it benefit wage work

ers. Every advantage over foreigners that either

has, depends upon something else than customs

tariffs. And this is the reason those Republicans

who believe in protection for farmers and wage

Workers are right in opposing the Canadian reci

procity agreement. It is indeed probably destined

to be the little trickling stream through a crevice

in the protection embankment that will tear the

embankment away.

+ +

Progressive Progressives.

Since the Taft reelection-organizers have seized

upon the La Follette slogan, instead of making one

of their own, necessity for distinction may require

the followers of La Follette to emphasize the es

sence of the name as they have already begun to

emphasize the essence of the thing. If we have to

say “progressive Progressives,” as we have long

had to say “democratic Democrats,” it is because

Some Progressives, like some Democrats, are so

only in name. In Illinois, for instance, where

Deneen has made a compact with Taft to poli

ticianize the game under the name of “Progressive

Republicans,” the La Follette forces, to be led by

Jones as their candidate for Governor, may have

to call themselves “progressive Progressives” in or

der to keep out of the wrong crowd in the public

mind. The difference between the crowds is plain.

Whereas the Taft-Deneen party confine their

pledges to abstractions, such as good government,

the La Follette-Jones party pledge themselves to

specific plans for making government good. When

you vote for the latter, you know what you are vot

ing for; but when you vote for the former, what

are you voting for?

+ +

“Oh, the Mob, the Mob, the People are a Mob!”

One of the declarations of the Lincoln Protect

ive League of Illinois, the organization the Lor

imerites are rallying by for the primaries next

spring, presents a platform full of novelties. Here

is a specimen: “The doctrines of Abraham Lin

coln never contemplated that the right to be secure

in person and property should depend upon the

caprice of a mob.” The “mob” in this bit of Lori

merian wisdom is an allusion, as the context shows,

to direct primaries and direct legislation, both

of which are condemned, and quite appropriately

it must be admitted, in Senator Lorimer's plat

form. What, then, did Lincoln mean when he

made his undying plea for a “government of the

people, for the people, and by the people?” He

didn’t mean “government by Jackpots,” did he?

+ +

Direct Legislation in Colorado.

By an accident, in noting the progress of Peo

ple's Power at page 659 in The Public of July 14,

we named Colorado among the States in which the

people are yet to vote upon the question of pro

viding in their constitutions for the Initiative and

Referendum. It should have appeared in the list

of States whose people have adopted it. At

pages 39 and 265-66 of the current volume

of The Public the proper statement is made. By

reference to volume xiii, pages 1094 and 1213, it

will be seen that the amendment was carried in

("olorado last fall by a majority of 60,443.

+ +

Official Terms.

The New York legislature requests Congress to

submit a Constitutional amendment lengthening

the Presidential term to six years and making the

President ineligible for reelection. Another in

stance of the traditional modesty of New York’s

public men. They might have made the term fifty

years at one leap, but they ask for only six to

start with. Yes, “to start with.” for the signifi

cance of these extensions of official terms is that

they are expressions of the life-term idea. When the

IRocall is firmly established in our system of govern

ment, proposals for longer official terms will be in

order, but not before. Four years is quite long

enough for even so dear a man as Mr. Taft to hº
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invested beyond recall with powers transcending

those of an English king.

+ +

The British Land Question.

Although British thought is centered now upon

the Lords' veto question, the policy of “the land

for the people” has not been forgotten by the peo

ple. This was shown very clearly at the by-election

in West Ham (North) on the 8th of July. Baron

de Forest, who was defeated in a hopeless contest

at Southport in 1910,” represented the Liberal in

terest; and as at Southport, the United Commit

tee for the Taxation of Land Values were in the

thick of the fight, and the candidate made what

we are advised was “a splendid land reform cam

paign.” He was elected by a larger majority than

any since 1906, the Liberal landslide year. In

1904 the district seated a Tory by an overwhelming

majority. After the election, Baron de Forest at

tributed his victory to the veto, to the advanced

radical platform on which he stood, and to his ad

vocacy of land reform.

+ +

Capitalistic Pretenses.

A pretty good retort is that of the New York

Nation which notes the capitalistic pretenses that

the Lloyd George budget was driving capital by

millions from London to New York. “It would

make a pretty race,” says the Nation, “if one could

only actually see it, the millions sent out of New

York State on account of the inheritance tax laws,

and the millions rushing in to escape Lloyd

George.”

+ + +

CONSTITUTION = MAKING IN OHIO.

I.

In anticipation of the Constitutional convention

for Ohio, f to be held next year, the delegates to

which are to be elected in the fall upon nomina

tions by petition only, an active campaign is now

setting in.

As the present Constitution is antique and anti

quated, it is likely to get a thorough overhauling.

Therefore the Interests, the System, the Trusts,

Big Business, or whatever other name you choose

for designating business combinations that prov

upon public rights, are scheming for a free hand

under the new Constitution.

To that end their agents are making the strong

est kind of effort to discourage public pledging of

delegates on any question in advance. This would

make private pledging easier, of course, both in

advance and during the sessions of the conven

tion, and must therefore be attractive to the In

terests. But the idea can hardly appeal to good

citizenship in Ohio any more than elsewhere. Be

it never so handsomely garnished with the names

of men who stand for “the good, the true, and the

beautiful” in business and politics, still it must

be distasteful to American democracy.

+

On the side of the Interests in this Ohio call

paign, the Ohio State Board of Commerce is at

once most prominent and most modest. Not

withstanding its prominence along the surface, its

modesty with reference to the “deeper depths" of

business in politics is phenomenal. Indeed, its

modesty in these connections comes near to that of

the curious Cajan family of Louisiana whom one

of Cable's characters describes as being “so modes

dey almost shy l’’ This Ohio State Board of Com

merce could not but be modest almost to shyness,

with such a nurse as Allen Ripley Foote” of Cº

lumbus, erstwhile of Chicago, and so discreet a

godfather as Samuel Scovil of Cleveland. Mr.

Scovil may be described, without offense we trust

either to himself or to Samuel Insull of Chicagº,

as an Ohio understudy of Mr. Insull in the electric

power world.

+.

One phase of the Constitutional convention call

paign in Ohio to which the Foote and Scovil group

are devoted will be especially interesting to Sir

gletaxers and People's Power advocates everywhere.

Under the leadership of Herbert S. Bigelow, and

pursuant to Tom L. Johnson's policy in Ohiº."

Singletaxers of that State, all of whom are Pº

ple's Power advocates so far as we know them Or

of them, are uniting with People's Power advocates

regardless of whether Singletaxers or not, to *
cure in the new Constitution a clause providing for

the Initiative and Referendum.

As this is the particular electoral reform the In

terests fear most, because it loosens their secret

grip upon legislative bodies, they are opposed tº
it everywhere and in all their affiliations. And

it is a special function of the Ohio Board of Com

merce in Ohio, and of Mr. Foote throughout the

United States, to baſile the movement for that ".

form to the best of Mr. Foote's ability—and hº

ability is by no means to be despised. -

Singletaxers, on the other hand, realize that if
*See volume xiii of The Public, page 128. Congressman

! I enry Gºol'ºe, Jr., campaigned for Haron de Forest in the

routhport election.

*See The Public, current volume, page 632. *See The I’ullic, current volume, footnote at Past º,
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is by means of the Initiative and Referendum, and

only so, that the work of Henry George can be con

summated, even when a majority of the people are

converted to it; and they have frankly declared

this to be one of their motives in working for the

Initiative and Referendum. It is upon the basis'

of such declarations that the Ohio State Board of

Commerce is making its campaign against the In

itiative and Referendum directly and against the

Singletax incidentally.

An interesting circumstance relative to this fea

ture of the campaign may be found in an issue of

The Ohio Journal of Commerce, the organ of the

Ohio State Board of Commerce. Our allusion is

to an address made by F. A. Derthick before the

Portage County Horticultural Society, at Kent.

Ohio, May 17, 1911, and published in the issue of

that paper of June 3rd. To appreciate its signifi

cance fully, the fact should be known that Mr.

Derthick, formerly an official of the farmers'

Grange of Ohio, has for a considerable time been

an associate or assistant of Mr. Foote's in the

Work of the Ohio State Board of Commerce.

Readers of the paper mentioned above—and

"pies can be easily obtained by writing to the

publishers at Columbus—will observe that it deals

\"\\\\\\y with two subjects, taxation and direct

legislation. -

4.

"" taxation, its proposals are as follows:

..". Taxes shall be levied for public purposes

* The power of taxation shall never be sur.
rendered.

"rd, Taxes shall be uniform upon subjects of the

Same class, and be just.

º no such designs here in the direction

º Singletax as the final words, “and be just,”

". nº". In his summary, Mr Derthick in

on. ºnaA all private property should be taxed

wouldn't Constitution with that provision in it

ments “ave any leeway for exempting improve
pro or nor for exempting any kind of personal

". s *\ºpt bonds, mortgages and other paper

eº title to property. But these could

self .." º the ground that the properly it

idenc "ºn taxed once,” and that taxing the ev
e of its title would tax it again.

at is precisel M • ; :

ola sely Mr. Foote's plan. It is the

º Interests in every State. Such a con

of the "...º.º. while preventing exemptions

"nts of farmsº as well as of the improve
Would allow sº factories and stores and homes.

"operty of pi ºptions of the peculiar personal

- "g Business—that kind of personal

property in law, the value of which is in econom

ics loaded with land value. It would close

the doors tight and fast against every other ex

emption that the Singletax contemplates, and in

practical effect would make progress even more

difficult than now.

Yet Mr. Foote, so efficient is he in the service of

the Interests, has actually secured the co-opera

tion in good faith of some Singletaxers, though

not of any in Ohio so far as we have learned.

+

But this Derthick-Foote assault upon the Single

tax is much more elaborate than as indicated

above. It consists also in opposing the Initiative

and Referendum in Ohio, on the distinct ground

that the Initiative and Referendum are intended

by Singletaxers to make opportunity for the adop

tion of the Singletax by the people of Ohio.

We haven’t the space to reproduce in full this

double assault upon the Singletax and direct legis

lation. If we had we should nevertheless prefer

that persons interested read all that Mr. Derthick

says, and therefore that they send to Columbus for

copies of the organ of the Ohio State Board of

Commerce itself. But we suggest present consid

eration of the following extracts from his address:

A few years since I was one in a Columbus audi

ence 2,000 strong when Henry George, the foremost

Singletaxer in the world, declared that “private prop

erty in land is a crime—but the application of the

principle of the Singletax would finally diffuse the

ownership of land.” He says the same thing in his

famous book, “Progress and Poverty.” History will

record Mr. George as an honest and sincere man;

and his goal, “the common ownership of land,” is

being sought by increasing thousands. I hold in

my hand a copy of the journal of proceedings of the

national Singletax conference” held in New York

City, November 19, 20, 1910, under the auspices of

“The Fels Fund Commission,” and upon nearly every

page is indisputable evidence that the Singletaxers

rely upon the I. and R. to accomplish their purpose

Can men be trusted to “purify public affairs”

who carry on a campaign for the Initiative and Refer

*Mr. Derthick is in error in calling this conference of

contributors to the Fels Fund and their invited guests

“a national Singletax conference.” The error is unim

portant in this connection, but its publication here might

be misleading as to the character of that conference.

The title of the pamphlet from which Mr. Derthick quoted

is as follows: “Single Tax Conference, held in New York

City, November 19 and 20, 1910, under the Auspices of

the Joseph Fels Fund Commission. Published by the

Commission, Cincinnati, 1911.” As Mr. Derthick is not

a Singletaxer he was perhaps warranted by that title page

in characterizing this conference as he did. But the true

character of the conference is stated on page 5 of the

pamphlet in the first paragraph of its report of the pro

ceedings, as follows: “November 19, 20 and 21, the Joseph

Fels Fund Commission held a meeting in New York City

in which many interested in the work of the Commission

were asked to participate.”
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endum “in the interests of the people” but expecting

to use it as an entering wedge to bring to pass their

primary purpose, the Singletax and the common

ownership of land 2 . . . I received through the mail

a pamphlet styled, “The Joseph Fels Fund of

America.” The letter of transmittal explains that

the pamphlet is issued “to emphasize again the far

reaching nature of the social and economic changes

that would flow from the reform first suggested by

Henry George more than a quarter of a century ago.”

The pamphlet explains that the Joseph Fels Fund

now aggregates a total of $250,000. The pamphlet

insists that “the Singletax is least of all a taxing

measure. This is but incidental though essential to

a larger ideal; an ideal as far-reaching in its conse

quences as Socialism but far simpler in its applica

tion.” Again, that “many owners will sell their land

to be relieved of the burden of taxation.” Again,

that “land value taxation would socialize from 50 to

75 per cent of the wealth of America.” Yet farmers

are expected to support the I. and R. and thus aid in

“diffusing the ownership of their farms.”

That piece of Constitutional convention cam

paign-literature, with its false appeal to farmers.

marks the character of its origin and the impulse of

its promoters. An appeal as demagogic as false, it

has long been a favorite of Big Business when be

guiling innocent voters into standing between Big

Business and political hell-fire “to keep off the

heſt of the heat.” But it has begun to lose its

force, and we need give its merits no attention

here.

As to the appeal to the people of Ohio to kill the

Initiative and Referendum so as to prevent the

possibility of their utilizing it to adopt the Single

tax, no other reply is necessary than that the peo

ple cannot use the Initiative and Referendum for

that purpose or any other until they wish to ; and

when they do wish to, they ought not to be legis

latively shackled and politically hamstrung.

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE

GERMAN LAND REFORMERS.

Dresden, June 8.

The annual meeting of the League of German Bod

enreformers took place at Dresden during the Whit

sun holidays from 4th to 7th of June. Friends of the

Henry George movement gathered, not only from all

parts of Germany, north and south, east and west, but

also from Austria, from Russia, from Australia, and

from Canada. One of the features of the gathering

was the presence of Mr. Joseph Fels, who was elected

a member of the committee at its first session and

who announced his purpose to continue his subscrip

tion to the League and to raise it in conformity with

the subscriptions raised by the members themselves.

*

On June 3, before the actual work of the meeting

began, one of the most strenuous supporters of the

[...eague, Mr. von Schwerin, arranged a reception at

his house. After a conversazione, a kind of prelude

to the sittings of the following days, he and his ac

complished wife, amongst whose ancestors rank

Moses Mendelssohn, the philosopher, and Felix Men

delssohn-Bartholdy, the composer, presided at a din

ner of about 80 invited guests, a most representative

company of all classes including the Mayor of Dres

den and an admiral of the fleet as well as a variety

of Singletax men.

Mr. A. Damaschke delivered an address on this

occasion on the question: “What are the social

duties of our upper classes?” He recalled the times

when the courtiers around Louis XVI and Marie

Antoinette felt bored by the demands of the Physio

crats, Turgot's “impot unique,” and ridiculed their

warnings. The evil sores on the public body that

originated from misusing land, “the original inheri

tance of the whole species,” they thought to cure by

laying on the perfumed rouge of charity. He then

dealt with the social abuses in this country in con

nection with the unjust distribution of wealth. He

gave statistics as to the number of married women

working in mills and factories, statistics as to human

dwellings where one room has to suffice for five

men, women and children, statistics as to criminal

offenses and corporeal diseases. Could these evils be

removed by charity? Was there no other way that

led out of this misery? Lassalle had not detected it.

Quite unjustly he arraigned the employer, and ex

pected everything from advanced wages and

pecuniary assistance; he did not recognize the fact

that advanced wages will be absorbed by an increase

of rent. We had still to learn the truth as proclaimed

by Henry George, that Bodenreform is at the bottom

of every other reform. Ground rent belongs to the

community and should return to it, not to a few

speculators nor to those who regard land as Some:

thing created by men.

After Mr. Damaschke had finished, Mr. Von

Schwerin while thanking the speaker, added a few in:

structive remarks on the Physiocrats, Henry George,

and the Singletax.

+

This annual meeting bore quite a different char

acter from that of the preceding year. While at

Gotha the league was in the greatest of suspense and

full of excitement, taking on rather an aspect of

political demonstration and fighting as it were for

a government bill that recognized for the first time

(in however small degree) Singletax ideas, at Dresden

there was the chance of sowing much new seed that

in time will bear fruit. In Gotha nearly all the hours

were devoted to addresses and debates; in Dresden

social entertainments relieved the work performed

at committee and public meetings.

The sittings were held in the public hall of the

hygienic exhibition. Besides the public dinners which

form a regular part of such meetings a steamboat

trip had been arranged by the local committees ""

the Elbe and no one who spent the afternoon amongst

those lovely surroundings will ever forget its glory.

On another day experts were invited to show the

members around the exhibition; and a morning *

devoted to a visit to a garden city near Dresden.
While entertainments formed a prominent paſt of

the meeting, attention was directed to what had."

attained by the League during the past and what it
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was aiming at in the future. In his general report

Mr. Damaschke stated that receipts and expenditures

of 1910 had risen to 54,000 marks including a special

agitation fund of about 9,000 marks and a balance

from 1909 of 4,000 marks. Membership had increased

by 900. Of public bodies and professional associa

tions but 583 joined the league. These organizations

represented about 800,000 men altogether; 450 lecture

nights on Bodenreform subjects were held during the

time under survey, all over the country; the work

of training young men and women of all professions

was continued during the winter by the committee at

Berlin at a University class room specially put at its

disposal; other nights were arranged with University

students at their request with addresses and dis.

cussions on Singletax questions.

Classes held during the Easter holidays at Berlin

Were a new feature of last year; lectures were de

livered by prominent men of science and political

experience, more than 300 students of all parts of

the Empire taking part and 101 enlisting as new mem

bers of the League. These classes will be enlarged
in future.

As to the literature issued by the League there

may be mentioned two pamphlets, one on Civic Edu

cation and B Odenreform, the other on Women and

*denreform : 600,000 leaflets were distributed at
about 900 Ineetings and sent to various societies and

associations. The Jahrbuch of the Bodenreform

*ins its place of high literary standing. Our

"...”. “Bodenreform,” is published twice a month
*ē editorial articles on the land question and

*** * the movement at home and abroad.

p.". the future policy of the League, Mr.

first º .* Pºke of taxation of land on its site value

chow s * lin the Colonies on the basis of the Kiao

The º *m, but not the less in the whole Empire.

WaS |ºpal step was to be valuation of land. It

Statistics Y innaginable that up to the present no

nation re Were available as to the wealth of our

InOst... ented by the most precious and by the

.*.*sable of all necessities—land. The pro

the expens Payments made annually by the states to

ratio of I °s Of the Empire ought to be levied on the

innºn.” Values instead of on the number of

posterous *: Since a poll-tax is regarded as pre

Ought to b n Countries like Turkey and China, it

like Germ ° utterly intolerable in a civilized country

based on **Y. Taxation of land values ought to be

to be ...sºssment: any expropriation of land

Same lines **ted into public use ought to follow the
tion in thei it Was a plain fact that laws of expropria

public i * existing form were far from safeguarding

nterests.

sº Subjects discussed at the meetings

Siegert of "...ºn with addresses delivered by Dr.

bearings ul ologne on the housing question in its

lmann ofº provision for infants; by Prof. Oert

priation: b *ngen on reform of the laws of expro

feld on nºr the Mayors of Bensheim and Langen

and by Mr. S elation of Bodenreform to small towns,

On a tax on ºritzki, town councillor of Königsberg,

The main ... Values and its practical application.

lucid and Ima. Was evoked by Prof. Oertmann's

exprojº', exposition of the present laws of
tion and their many shortcomings from thePoint of view. of Boº. §

The first night Mr. Fels reported to the committee

on the work performed by our friends in Canada,

Denmark, Australia, England, Sweden and other

countries and paid a tribute to Henry George whose

books had been translated in all languages of the

civilized world. At the formal opening meeting he

spoke of being a reformed monopolist and gave illus

trations of the advancement of the cause he had

noticed on his travels. Above all he quoted the

example of Vancouver, where the Singletax in its

purest form, though moderate in degree, had taken

effect. At the dinner in the exhibition hall he told

how he had been converted to Henry George's prin

ciples, and pointed to the future when—he hoped

in 20 years' time—every monopoly would be regarded

not only as obnoxious but also as dishonest.

•F

That everything went off so well is due in no small

measure to Mr. von Schwerin, the president of the

Saxony branch, and his local committee.

W. SCHRAMEIER.

* + *

DEMOCRATIC REORGANIZATION IN

PENNSYLVANIA.*

Pittsburgh, July 23.

The reorganization movement of the Democratic

party in Pennsylvania, which was begun last March,

culminated in a complete victory last week at the

meeting of the Democratic State Central Committee

in Harrisburg.

When the reorganization of the party began, the

“Old guard” controlled 41 members of the Commit

tee and the reorganizers 42. With this majority of

one, A. G. Dewalt was deposed as State chairman,

and G. W. Guthrie, ex-mayor of Pittsburgh, was

elected to fill his place. But so fast has the pro

gressive movement in this State been advancing

since, that the reorganizers were able to increase

their followers to 56 last week, whereas the “old

guard” could gather only 27.

DeWalt, who refused to abide by the decision of

the committee last March, although he participated

and voted in every action, called these 27 members

together in the Casino Theatre for a rump conven

tion, which elected Walter E. Ritter of Lycoming,

chairman. At the meeting" of the progressives in

the Board of Trade Building, G. W. Guthrie was re

elected chairman, and Congressman A. Mitchell

Palmer was chosen national committeeman.

The “old guard,” which had realized its defeat

for weeks, ardently sought a compromise; but the

progressives ignored every proposition. This stead

fastness of the reorganizers brought forth the bit

terest invective from the Brennans of Pittsburgh,

and the Ryans and Donnellys of Philadelphia. Their

denunciations, however, had lost their old time

effect. They had played the role of Penrose assist

ants too long. At last they were found out.

Then they resorted to all the tricks of the political

game. The card with which they hoped to win back

a few was their endorsement of Woodrow Wilson

for President. Relying on the popularity of this

champion of the people among the Democrats of

*See The Public, current volume, page 581.
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the State, they resolved to use it as an asset. For

Brennan, Guffey, Donnelly, Ryan and Dewalt to be

for Wilson is, of course, a political joke. Hut the

reorganizers were not to be scared by any such

move on the part of the regulars. While the Wilson

resolution was being read in the rump meeting, the

reorganizers were endorsing Wilson for President

in the warmest terms. To be sure that there should

be no “deal” later, a resolution was unanimously

adopted that each Democrat express on his ballot

at the primary election his choice for President.

Any violation of such instructions by a national

delegate, the resolution continued, should be re

garded as an act of “perfidy and dishonor.”

BERNARD B. McGINNIS.

INCIDENTAL SUGGESTIONS

ECONOMIC PROBLEMS IN SPAIN.

Chicago, July 15.

Mr. Antonio Albendin has an article in the Madrid

Herald of June 17 on the present state of affairs in

his country, commenting upon the attitude of the

press and reformers toward the ever-prevailing pov

erty of the masses. For a brief time during the

winter season the papers make much ado over the

suffering of the poor, with sensational announce

ments of people dying in the streets of starvation,

and strongly urge that charitable associations make

strenuous efforts to relieve the distress. Then they

subside and for the balance of the year avoid the

subject as if all were going well in the world. Little

or no attention is given serious matters by the

numerous organizations that expend much energy

on matters of minor importance, such as the Asso

ciation for the Care and Preservation of Trees; the

Association for the Improvement of the Condition

of Tenants, which ignores thousands of people who

are without a roof to cover their heads; the League

to Combat Tuberculosis, which entirely overlooks

poverty as the primary cause of the disease; and .

efforts on the part of legislators to assist the poor

by proposed “Internal Colonization,” on lines of

“small holdings.”

All of these endeavors are regarded by Mr. Al

bendin as merely treating effects and ignoring basic

causes, and he does not believe that good results

can be obtained as it is unintelligent action.

That there may be a better comprehension of the

true cause of their economic ills, and that they may

know that there is a cure, he recommends that they

read “Progress and Poverty,” and in verification of

the correctness of the theories therein expounded he

points to the improvement already manifest in such

countries as Denmark, England, Germany, Australia

and Canada where the land value tax has been, at

least in some degree, applied.

C. L. LOGAN.

+ + +

The public life of Charles the First

Was absolutely shameless.

At home the matter was reversed;

His private life was blameless.

—Chicago Tribune.

News NARRATIVE

The figures in brackets at the ends of paragraphs

refer to volumes and pages of The Public for earlier

information on the same subject.

Week ending Tuesday, July 25, 1911.

The Lords' Veto.

At last the great struggle of the Liberal-Irish

Labor coalition in Great Britain to hold in check

the absolute veto powers of an hereditary legislative

chamber upon progressive legislation by the pop

ular chamber, approaches a successful close. [See

current volume, page 681]

+

The climax came on the 21st. At its session of

the 20th the House of Lords had passed the House

bill, as amended out of shape by the Lords, with

out division and after only three hours' debate.

Thereupon, on the following day, the Prime Min

ister, Mr. Asquith, communicated informally to

the Tory leader, Mr. Balfour, the substance of

an announcement he intended to make in the

Commons on the 24th. Following is Mr. As

quith's communication:

Dear Mr. Balfour: I think it is courteous and

right, before any public decisions are announced, to

let you know how we regard the present situation.

When the Parliament Bill, in the form which it has

now assumed, returns to the House of Commons we

shall be compelled to ask that House to disagree

with the Lords' amendments. In the circumstances,

should the necessity arise, the Government will ad

vise the King to exercise his prerogative to secure

the passing into law of the Bill in substantially the

same form in which it left the House of Commons,

and his Majesty has been pleased to signify that he

will consider it his duty to accept and act on that

advice.

•F

When Mr. Asquith arose in the Commons on

the 24th to make his announcement, the opposi

tion, led in this by Lord Hugh Cecil, created and

maintained such a disturbance that he could not

proceed. “During three-quarters of an hour,” the

dispatches read, “Mr. Asquith rose at short inter

vals and read a sentence or two from a manu

script, only to be overwhelmed by jeers, hootings

and cries, among which “Traitor’ was the most

frequent, but with ‘Redmond,’ ‘Patrick Ford, and

“American dollar' often distinguishable.” Finally,

closing his manuscript, he said: “I am not go

ing to degrade myself. I shall simply state the

conclusion at which the government has arrived."

He then announced the conclusion briefly, but it

was not heard above the din of the Tory outcries.

Even “the Speaker's pleadings to “observe the de
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cencies of debate was drowned in the tumult.”

When A. J. Balfour, leader of the Opposition,

replied to the speech the Premier was unable to

make, he received a quiet hearing. Mr. Asquith

issued to the newspapers a summary of his speech,

the conclusion of which was in line with his let

ter to Mr. Balfour quoted above.

+ +

Canadian Reciprocity.

In the Senate of the United States on the 22nd,

the reciprocity agreement with Canada was adopt

ed. [See current volume, page 677.]

+

Senator MI C-Cumber of North Dakota offered a

free list amendment, which was voted down, 64 to

16; Senator Cummins of Iowa offered an amend

ment on iron and steel, and one on oilcloth and

linoleum, both of which were voted down 64 to 17 ;

Senator La Follette's wool schedule amendments

were voted down 64 to 15, and his cotton schedule

amendments 63 to 15. Then Mr. La Follette of:

ſered an amendment making wood pulp and print

paper free of duty for all the world, but it got

only 11 votes. Senator Bailey of Texas moved to

put Cotton bagging and cotton ties upon the free

list, but lost it by 61 to 17. Other proposed amend

ments were defeated by about the same division.

•F

It was evident that no amendment was disposed

ºf upon its own merits, the controlling issue being

simply for or against putting obstructions in the

Way of the reciprocity agreement. All the Demo

ºts present, except Bailey (Texas), Clarke

(Ark.) and Simmons (N. C.), voted for the agree

!!!"ht, including Gore, Owen, Hitchcock, Kern,

Shively, Martine, O'Gorman, and Pomerone.

Alºng the progressive Republicans who voted

º it were Bourne, Bristow, Clapp, Nelson,

º and La Follette. Lorimer of Illinois

". voted against the agreement; but Guggenheim,

jº. Root and Stephenson voted for it. Re

thoseº voting for it numbered in all 21, while

for it º Ing against it were 24; Democrats voting

"Were 32 and those against it 3. -

+

* --- -

This arr - - -

"8"ement, which now awaits the Presi
dent's si -

of a. and Canada's acceptance, came out
- erence wi 'a nail: --- * P. v . . . ,

Aldrich bill ith Canada under the Payn

ox * • "Pon an invitation of President Taſt

ºl. '...nºla March 30, 1910. The ſº
uary 7 ºtives arrived at Washington Jan

began jam. *d reciprocity negotiations formally

ary 21st. jº They were concluded Janu

Senate Janº ‘ºt Taft sent the agreement to the
Republica ry 26th, and January 28th McCall

") introduced a reciprocity bill in the
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House. It passed the House, 221 to 93, Febru

ary 14th, with 78 Republicans and 143 Democrats

for it and 87 Republicans and 6 Democrats against

it. March 4th the Senate adjourned without ac

tion. April 4th, Congress convened in extra ses

sion and April 12th the Democratic leader, Under

wood, introduced the bill which passed the House

April 21st by 267 to 89–64 Republicans and 203

Democrats for, and 78 Republicans and 11 Demo

crats against. April 24th the Senate finance com

mittee received the House bill, and June 13th re

ported it without recommendation. June 14th the

Senate debate began, and July 22nd the Senate

passed the bill by 53 to 27.

+ +

The Singletax in Missouri.

According to an editorial in the Chicago Trib

une of the 22nd–

if the Initiative and Referendum League and the

Single Tax League of Missouri succeed in their

present intentions the voters of that State will have

an opportunity at the next election to adopt or reject

Henry George's theory as a basis of taxation. The

amendment has been drawn up and this fall peti

tions will be circulated in every Congressional dis

trict for signatures asking that the matter be put

upon the ballot. The Leagues have organized in

several of the large cities and many of the smaller

towns. The amendment proposes to put property

into four classes. The first includes every kind of

personal property which does not belong to public

service corporations. No property of this class will

be subject to taxation after 1913. All improve

ments on real estate are included in the second

class. After 1913 all owners will be entitled to an

exemption of $3,000 on the value of their improve

ments, and by 1922 a sliding scale will cut off taxes

on all improvements. All lands except those now

exempt from taxation or the rights of way of public

service corporations go into class three. No prop

erty in this class shall ever go untaxed. The prop

erty of public service corporations comprises class

four. This property, real and personal, is to be

assessed at its true value and the price it would

bring at a voluntary sale, and a levy on one-half

that value is to be made. But whenever these cor

porations accept regulation of their charges, and

the values of the franchises be so reduced that

the companies shall make only a reasonable return

on the actual value of their physical holdings, fur

ther exemptions may be made. It will be seen that

the amendment contains some variations on the

George theory, variations made necessary by mod

ern conditions of business and the relation of cor

porations to the State. The poll tax is abolished

and no license is to be collected from any business

not requiring police regulation. The State Board

of Equalization is to give way to a State Tax

Commission. The Georgeites are said to have done

a great deal of missionary work in Missouri in the

last year, and there is little doubt that they can get

the amendment on the ballot; but a measure em

bodying such radical changes in taxation methods

will not be hastily adopted by any community,
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Progressive Republican Politics in Illinois.

Progressive Republicanism of the Wisconsin and

Minnesota type is taking organized form in Illi

nois. ||See current volume, page 417.]

+

It has had a renewed impulse from the behavior

of the Taft “progressives” as represented by Gov

ernor Deneen's supporters at a general “progress

ive” conference at Springfield on the 18th. This

meeting decided to organize on—

the principles of honesty and integrity in public

office, the elimination of grafters and jack-pots in

politics, the abolition of corruption through bipar

tisan combinations, and insistence that a majority in

either House of the legislature and not the gavel

should control the procedure.

When asked by the Merriam element in attend

ance at the conference how it was intended to ac

complish those excellent objects, no satisfactory

eply was made. Thereupon the direct question

was put: “Do you intend to support the Initiative

and Referendum ?” The answer was a pronounced

negative. Reports of this meeting in the news

ºapers representing the Deneen element were to the

effect that the Merriam element had been told that

“they could either go in with the Deneen pro

gressive movement or stay out.” In this connec

lion the Chicago Record-Herald of the 19th re

ported that “Governor Deneen had put the Mer

riam progressive movement in his hip pocket and

sat on it.” | See current volume, page 612.]

+

The Cook County Progressive Republican

League, which represents the Merriam elements,

arranged on the 20th for going into the direct

primaries of next April with Walter Clyde Jones,

the leading Republican progressive in the State

Senate, as their nominee for Republican candidate

for Governor. Political observers are quoted as

saying that this means, with reference to the re

lations of Illinois politics to national politics, a

direct primary contest between Taft and Deneen

on one side and La Follette and Jones on the other.

The movement is committed to the Initiative and

Referendum as the means for preventing misrep

resentation in representative government. Sena

tor Jones, in accepting the invitation of the

League on the 22nd, said to its invitation commit

tee:

I believe the fight must be made, thoroughly and

now, to destroy corruption in political affairs. No

permanent good is to be accomplished unless the

war is fought to a conclusion in this State, as it

has been in other States, like Oregon, Wisconsin,

California and New Jersey, to restore actual popular

government. To paraphrase the words of Lincoln:

“A house divided against itself cannot stand.” This

government cannot endure half oligarchy and half

democracy. It must become all one thing or all the

other. We must make the fight here and now to

destroy the oligarchy which has grown up in our

midst, based on political bosses with their spoils

machines and the special interests with their cor.

rupting money. The issue is clear. It is the restora.

tion of the essential powers of government to the

people at the ballot box. This is the progressive

movement.

•k ºr

Lorimer Politics in Illinois.

Under the name of the Lincoln Protective

League, the Lorimer following in Illinois is orgal.

izing for the April primaries. It frankly opposes

the direct primary as “a dream of weaklings.” and

the Initiative, Referendum and Recall as “devices

of political jobbers to overthrow Constitutional

government.”
•k º'

Direct Legislation in Illinois.

The Illinois Initiative and Referendum League

held its first public organization meeting on the

21st, at the La Salle Hotel, Chicago. A board of

directors was chosen and a committee appointed

to draft a platform and program. Towner K.

Webster of Chicago is president, Dr. George E.

Tupper of Mount Vernon is vice president, and

George E. Cole of Chicago is chairman of the ex

ecutive committee. The secretary, George E. L."

of Springfield, is to canvass the State thoroughly

in the interest of the direct legislation platform

and for the purpose of promoting the nomination

and election to the legislature of those who heliº

in it. Among the attendants at the meeting whº

spoke were Willis K. Spaulding (water commis.

sioner of Springfield), Assemblyman C. A. Kats"

of Belleville, Howard S. Taylor of Chicago, Robert

Eaton of Elwood, and ex-Mayor Dunne and I'mſ.

Merriam of Chicago. The next meeting is to lº
held at Springfield in October. [See current vol

ume, page 660.]

+

“Wet” or “Dry” in Texas.

By a very narrow majority out of an enormº
ly large vote the prohibition amendment to the

Texas Constitution was defeated at the referen:

dum election on the 22d. All the larger nºt
papers, most of the leading politicians, and the

money interests, are reported to have fough "

amendment. Governor Colquitt was on the stum'"
against it and Senator Bailey's influenº went

against it. The vote was so close that : it first the

reports gave the prohibitionists a vi-tory;..."
later reports give the “wets” a majority of allotil

7,000 in a vote of 500,000. Opposition to the

amendment was financed by the brewers tº "

ciation, which admits an expenditure of $1."

000, but claims that it was expended legitimately

for newspaper advertising, speakers, halls, nº.

barbecues, etc. The prohibitionists charge on the
other hand that poll tax certificates were fraudu.

lently bought and used.
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Commission Government in New Jersey.

Jersey City voted on the 18th on the question

of adopting the commission form of municipal

government, the enabling act for which became

law by the signature of Governor Wilson last

spring. The adoption by Jersey City was de

feated by 13,068 to 11,585. As the act requires

the polling of affirmative votes equal to 30 per

cent of the vote for members of the lower house

of the legislature, the plan would have been re

jected even if the negative vote had been less

than a majority; for the 30 per cent requirement

necessitated a vote of 184 more than were cast in

favor of acceptance. The Democratic machine

Worked against acceptance, but the Republican

vote was generally in its favor. [See current vol

ume, page 638.]

+

The New Jersey plan is like that of Des Moines

but with minor differences—five commissioners

elected for four years, each subject to Recall once

after being one year in office, and the Initiative

and Referendum. Bayonne, Hoboken, New

Brunswick and Jersey City have rejected the plan.

Trenton and some of the smaller towns have

adopted it. A fierce fight over it has been in

Progress for several weeks in Passaic, in which

Senator Borah, John Z. White and Gov. Wilson

have participated as speakers for adoption. The

Voting came off on the 25th.

+ +

Revolution in Hayti.

Hayti is suffering revolution, with its Presi

dent, Antoine Simon, on a sickbed. All towns in

the north are in the hands of insurgents. With

ºut any known resources to make such a decree

ºffective, the government has served notice of a

blockade on three ports in the hands of the revo

lutionists ; but the American minister, H. W. Fur

miss, has informed President Simon that a “pa

per blockade” will not be recognized. American

cruisers are being sent to the Haytian waters to

protect American interests. [See current volume,

page 206.]

+ +

Exiled Shah of Persia Tries to Regain Throne.

Mohammed Ali Mirza, dethroned as Shah of

Persia in July, 1909, and since then living in

exile in Russia, suddenly made his appearance at

a small Persian port on the Caspian Sea, near

the Russian border, on the 18th. The ex-Shah

had apparently made the journey to the Persian

frontier without interference from the Russian

government, though Russia undertook at the time

ºf his dethronement to keep him under surveil

lance, and prevent his intriguing for return to
Persia.

the government to proclaim martial law of the

most rigorous description, and is arranging an

The National Assembly has empowered

expedition to cut off the approach of the exile.

Mohammed Ali Mirza was reported on the 23rd to

have reached Astrabad, where the people had de

clared in his favor, but opposition to him had

developed among the Turkoman tribesmen upon

whose support he had relied. The Bakhtiaris, the

great fighting tribe of central Persia, were re

maining loyal to the Constitution, and the chief

of the tribe was being talked of for Premier of

the country in place of the Premier, who had been

asked to resign by the National Assembly on the

ground of disloyalty. By his effort to regain the

throne Mohammed Ali forfeits his pension of

$82,500 a year, and is to be proclaimed as an

outlaw, with a price on his head. [See vol. xii, p.

1039; current volume, page 660.]

* +

The Controller Bay Scandal.

Congressional investigations of the records of

the Interior Department with reference to the re

lations of President Taft, his brother Charles, and

the Morgan-Guggenheim syndicate, are now in

progress at Washington and dispatches of the 22d

foretold a defensive message by President Taft

to be sent to Congress on the 26th. [See current

volume, page 654.]

+

Those investigations, the defensive brunt of

which have as yet been borne in behalf of the Pres

ident by Walter L. Fisher as Ballinger's successor

in the office of Secretary of the Interior, grew out

of a report by Miss M. F. Abbott, a newspaper

woman, which was circulated late in June or early

in July by the Newspaper Enterprise Association,

which has headquarters at Fifth avenue and Wash

ington street, Chicago. That report was as fol

lows: *

In the official records of the Interior Department is

a letter to Richard A. Ballinger dated New York,

May 21, 1910, and signed by R. S. Ryan. The letter

encloses another letter from Probst-Wetzler & Co.,

as “baekers” of Ryan. With the letter is a postscript

written on another piece of paper, but fastened to

the two letters, which says: “He sent for me and

asked me who it was I represented. I told him, ac

cording to our agreement, that I represented my

self, but that didn't seem to satisfy him. So I sent

for Charlie Taft and told him to tell his brother, the

President, who it was I really represented. The

President made no further objection to my claim.”

R. S. Ryan has long been known in Washington and

Seattle as the Morgan-Guggenheim Alaska “man.”

On May 15, 1910, six days before the “Charlie Taft”

postscript was written, the Ballinger-Pinchot inves

tigation had been thrown into the ditch by the tes

timony of Frederick M. Kerby and the production of

confidential letters from George W. Perkins of J.

P. Morgan & Co., concerning the exploitation of

Alaska for railroad and mining purposes. When the

letter was written and when Ryan called on Presi

dent Taft the Ballinger-Pinchot hearing was still on.
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John Moody, New York financial expert, says:

“There is no doubt that Probst-Wetzler & Co. is ex

tremely friendly to the Alaska-Morgan-Guggenheim

syndicate.”

Controller Bay, the -

Railroad Approach and sº

the Claims That Make Kºz

Monopoly of the Coal Klºº

Lands Sure. * a

On Feb. 23, 1909, President Roosevelt learned that

R. S. Ryan and the Morgan-Guggenheim outfit were

bent upon seizing the shores of Controller Bay and

in order to forestall them enlarged the boundaries

of the Chugach forest reserve to include this land.

At this time the Cunningham claims had been held

up as fraudulent. The Morgan-Guggenheims were pro

ceeding in two lines to secure the Alaska coal. First

through the Cunningham claims and second through

a monopoly of the only route for the transportation

of the coal to the sea. As soon as the Cunningham

claims seemed doomed efforts were centered upon

the railroad deal. *

On May 2, 1910, Ryan secured a ruling from Bal

linger's solicitor of the Interior Department, McCabe,

favoring the withdrawal from forest reserve of 320

acres of land on Controller Bay. This ruling, com

ing to the attention of President Taft, caused him to

send for Ryan to ask what was doing. Ryan

sent Charles P. Taft to tell the President “who it

was I really represented,” and on Aug. 9 the Presi

dent endorsed McCabe's ruling.

All this was so secretly done that the outside

world knew nothing of it, but just the same on Sept.

1 Ryan is reported at Controller Bay with five miles

of barbed wire to stake out a claim on the

mud-flats. A forest officer from Valdez notified Ryan

that he was trespassing on a national forest, where

upon Ryan is quoted as replying: “This is no national

forest. You folks are due to wake up pretty soon.”

But the 320-acre limit prevented a complete bottling

of the shores of Controller Bay. October, 1910,

Secretary Ballinger recommended that 10,800 acres

be withdrawn from the forest reserve, instead of

320. Accordingly President Taft made a secret order

on Oct. 28, withdrawing the larger acreage.

Then came some annihilation of time and space.

In order to file “soldiers' homestead scrip” it is nec:

essary to have a government survey. The papers On

file in Washington declare that on Nov. 1, 1910, such

a survey was begun on the mud-flats on Controller

Bay and completed on Dec. 1. But Controller Bay

is 150 miles from Cordova, the nearest settlement,

and 400 miles from Juneau, the office of the surveyor

general. In other words the papers indicate that

three days after the secret order was signed at

Washington the land office at Juneau had a survey.

ing party in the field in the midst of the ice-locked

wilderness of Alaska 400 miles away and the job was

finished by Dec. 1.

The record purports to show that fourteen days

later, on Dec. 14, 1910, these maps were filed by R.

S. Ryan in the Interior Department at Washington.

Delegate Wickersham of Alaska says: “It is not

possible to make that trip in fourteen days from

Alaska to Washington. Maps made in Alaska on

Dec. 1 could not be in Washington on Dec. 14. That

record is manufactured.”

Congress met on Dec. 4, 1910, and during the ses:

sion Ryan was lobbying for certain amendments to

existing anti-monopoly laws that would cinch the

hold on Controller Bay. Delegate Wickersham

fought these maneuvers, but in the rush of adjourn:

ment one bill by Congressman Walter I. Smith of

Iowa (since given a life job as Federal judge) was

slipped through on March 3 and signed by the Prº

ident on March 4, and another was tacked on an AP

propriation bill as a rider and rushed through in the

closing hours of Congress on March 4. On March

6 Ballinger resigned from the cabinet. The Cun

ningham claims were worthless without a railroad;

a railroad was useless without a terminal on C".
troller Bay, the only deep water thereabouts, and

Controller Bay had been “nailed down.”

showing the Routes to Pacific Ports frºmº
troller Bay and the Billions of Dollars' Wºr"

Alaska Coal.
—-

senator La Follette got wind of the secretº
of Oct. 28, 1910, and other things, and on April :
1911, called upon Ballinger's successor, Walter L.

Fisher, for all information about Controller º:
The Secretary replied a week later, butº

did not include the letters I have since seen "".

'files of the Interior Department—the Onº º
writing about. Fisher's report did say that soldiers
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homestead claims “were filed in the land office at

Juneau simultaneously by an agent of R. S. Ryan.”

These claims were filed in the names of J. J. Ryan,

Arnold S. Scheuer and Frank F. Davis. Ryan is a

brother of R. S. Ryan and Scheuer and Davis are

members of the Wall-street firm of brokers, Probst

Wetzler & Co. They filed on the mud-flats of Con

troller Bay, in the wilderness, and under the law

these New York brokers are to make homes for

themselves and cultivate the tide-covered muds of

that desolate shore.

Fisher's reply to La Follette did not satisfy the

progressive Senators. They knew something—big

—Was being held back and they prepared to dig

deeper. They were hot on the trial. In May Daniel

Guggenheim and his brother, United States Senator

Guggenheim, visited Secretary Fisher, so did R. S.

Ryan, and on June 26, with considerable public no

tice, Fisher announced that he had cancelled the

Cunningham claims. Senator Poindexter came back

the very next day with an official demand, in the

form of a Senate resolution, calling for all informa

tion in the files of four government departments con

cerning Controller Bay. There the matter rests

now.

It is Fisher's next move and La Follette and Poin

dexter are loaded for bear.

The two maps inserted in Miss Abbott's fore

going report were sent out with her report by the

Newspaper Enterprise Association.

*

Her story is denied by the Interior Department,

and efforts are being made to have Secretary Fisher

place himself in a position of personal responsi

bility for the denials. Threats have been circulated

also that if Miss Abbott verifies her statement un

der oath, she will be prosecuted for perjury.

+

One statement corroborating Miss Abbott, that

of Gifford Pinchot, was sent out in Washington

dispatches of the 15th. We quote from these dis

* as printed in the Chicago Inter-Ocean of

le 16th : -

Said Mr. Pinchot today: “As soon as Stimson be

came Secretary of War, I took up this Controller

Bay matter with him because I had hope that there

might yet be time to save the public's interest and

the War Department might have power to block the

proceeding. Miss Abbott had come to me, told of

her investigations and stated that she had seen this

apparently pre-dated map. Its significance was ap

parent to me, as it was to her. I went at once, at

her request, to the War Department to see it for my

self. Mr. Stimson went with me to examine it and

he will remember it. It showed an amended loca

tion of the railway across the tide flats at Controller

Bay, with a plat of ground along the deep water

edge, which was taken for wharves, docks, slips,

tracks, etc. The map was labeled, as approved by an

assistant secretary, Mr. Oliver, as I recollect it.”

The disappearance of this map, together with the dis

appearance of an alleged “Dick to Dick” letter writ

ten by Richard S. Ryan to Richard A. Ballinger,

bringing President Taft and Charles P. Taft, his

brother, into the Controller Bay scandal, threw doubt

about the story of their existence told by Miss Ab

bott. Mr. Pinchot’s testimony as to the existence of

the map is confirmatory in part of Miss Abbott's

statements and arouses renewed interest in the now

famous “Dick to Dick” letter. Miss Abbott in a state

ment today stands firm on all her charges and re

iterates her charge that she called Secretary Fisher's

attention to the now missing “Dick to Dick” letter.

She says: “I was sent down to investigate the

Alaska matter by a New York magazine, arriving in

Washington and beginning work on May 15. I had

a letter of introduction from my editor to Secretary

of the Interior Fisher asking him to help me in my

searches. It was on May 17, and I saw the Secretary

in his office at the department. He told me there

was nothing wrong with the Controller Bay affair,

and to prove it said he would show me the en

tire record in the case. It was 10:30 in the morning

when I saw him, and as he was going to take the

11 o'clock train for Philadelphia he told his private

secretary, Ashman Brown, to show me the record.

As he was leaving he once more told me to look the

record over carefully, assuring me that I would find

there was nothing wrong with Controller Bay. Mr.

Brown assisted me in going through the record. He

brought out five manila envelopes, from one of which

we finally selected the record concerning Controller

Bay. I was struck from the beginning with his man

ner. As he turned over the pages of the record he

said: “You see there is nothing wrong here.' But

I observed that occasionally he turned two pages at

a time, and I made mental notes of these, and when

we were through with the envelope held out my hand

for it. He seemed reluctant to give it to me, but

when I had it I took special care to look at several

of the places where he had turned two pages at a

time. It was in the first of these that I found that

amazing postscript fastened to a formal letter from

Richard S. Ryan to Richard A. Ballinger, dated July

13, 1910.”

-
-

+ -

Ex-President Roosevelt, writing editorially, in

The Outlook of the 22d, ignores the so-called

“Dick-to-Dick” letter, which Miss Abbott vouches

for, and takes the ground that “the action which

resulted in the instant filing of claims by Mr. Ryan

and others, does not go to the root of the matter.”

“The root of the matter,” he writes, “is that no

such climination should have been made by the In

terior Department.” He precedes that opinion

with this statement: -

Controller Bay, under actual conditions, offers the

only chance, or, at any rate, very much the best

chance, for a free outlet from the great Bering River

coal-fields. It was the imperative duty of the Gov

ernment service to keep this outlet free and not to

dispose of it to any individual or individuals. . The

Government should have held this land in perpe

tuity, permitting its use by any individual or cor

poration only under conditions that would subserve
the general public interest. Unfortunately, the In

terior Department last October eliminated from the

Government reserve, not only the 320 acres the
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elimination of which was mistakenly recommended

by the Agricultural Department, but 12,800 acres.

Having then declared his opinion on “the root of

the matter,” Mr. Roosevelt proceeds:

The public interest demanded that this land should

be kept under public control, and that to prevent

monopoly its use should be permitted only under

such conditions as the public need required. Re

member always that such action would not have

hindered development; it would have favored de

velopment, for it would have enabled any honest

corporation to come in and do its part in developing

the country without fear of being crowded out by

some other corporation, which, through unwise

Government action, might obtain a monopolistic

right. It is absolutely essential that terminal faci

lities shall be on free territory. This is essential to

the proper development of our waterways within

the United States, and it is essential to the proper

developmentof the Alaska coal-fields. Congress, un

less it is derelict in its duty, should proceed, with

out delay, to pass some such law as, while preserv

ing absolutely the Government's control and its

power to guarantee the rights of the people, will

offer a sufficient premium to make it Worth while

for big moneyed concerns to develop the coal-fields.

+ +

Government Ownershiº:

Leading progressives in Oregon propose a dif

ferent plan from Mr. Roosevelt’s for keeping Alas

kan coal lands and shipping terminals under gov

ernment control and to prevent monopolization. As

reported in the Daily News of Portland on the

15th, Governor West, Mayor Rushlight, Postmaster

Merrick and several other officials and prominent

citizens are circulating a petition of Oregonians on

the subject, addressed to the President and Con

gress. Following is the prayer of their petition,

as quoted by the News:

First, that the undersigned are dependent either

directly or indirectly upon the use of coal for the

production of heat; second, that there are no public

coal fields within the State of Oregon at which coal

can be purchased and that the only coal to be had

is that delivered within said State by private cor

porations; and third, that the tariff fixed by afore

mentioned private corporations is so high as to

force the ultimate consumer to pay an exhorbitant

price for this necessity, to-wit, $17 for each short

ton of anthracite coal, which is many times the

cost of production of said ton of coal including de

livery at the mouth of the mine. Fourth, therefore,

your petitioners pray that a law be enacted provid

ing for and establishing an Alaska Coal Mining

Commission, for the purpose of mining the public

coal lands in Alaska, establishing a railroad to de

liver coal from said mines to tidewater on Controller

Bay (Alaska), building a dock and establishing coal

bunkers on said bay of sufficient size to serve not

only as a shipping point, but also as a coaling station

for the navy, providing colliers to deliver coal from

said dock to other ports in the United States of

America, establishing Government coal bunkers at

certain ports in the State of Oregon, hereinafter

named, and for the selling of said coal direct to the

people at the cost of production plus the cost of

handling, plus an amount sufficient to provide a

fund to pay interest and principal on certain bonds

hereinafter named. Fifth, that the Government fix

and provide through the Interstate Commerce Com:

mission the rates to be charged by common carriers

for delivering coal from the Government bunkers to

be established at the points in Oregon, to be herº

inafter named, to the places designated by ."

purchaser. Sixth, That Government coal bunkers

be established at the following named poin" "
Oregon: Astoria, Coos Bay, Willapa Harbº. and

Portland, seventh, that bonds be issued sim". "

those issued for building the Panama canal **

sold direct to the people by popular subsº
provide funds for the carrying out of projects t

forementioned, the same to be carried out under ne

direction of the aforementioned Alaska Coal Mining

Commission.

+ +

The Core of the Alaskan Controversy.

That Oregon movement may not wº
the practical beginning of a great nations*

policy in connection with Alaska; one, sº .

E. Lathrop in his regular Washingtonº
ence for the Newark (N.J.) Evening News, New

“a meaning vital to every householder from, |

Jersey to Oregon, from Minnesota to Te. Alas

inding to this policy in connection with tº º

kan scandal described above, Mr. Lath". *

lishes in one of his Washington letters, . º
News, an interesting and informative outline

which we make the following extracts : whether

It is not regarded as the vital essentiº ting the

or not a particular syndicate was exploi go after

people's property when it got R. S. Ryan. to will be

harbor rights in Controller Bay. Thººts ºr
crushing evidence to that point. But, ” . land on

meaning, the restoration of 12,800 acre= Taft, by

the shores of Controller Bay by Preside.” nsequent
virtually secret Executive order, and the c

taking of whatever he wanted by R. S. the C0ſ.

his railroad terminals, in fee simple, wº

plete destruction of the conservation e Pacific

applied to Controller Bay, Alaska, and the Pacº

fleet coal supply of the Federal navy an ow awa!

coast industrial activities. It was to tº”. Roose

by one Executive act the benefits assured nds from

velt's executive act in withdrawing those al -

public entry, and withholding them fron* rhich has

to private title. The plan, *... prob:

been overthrown, would have solved only "

lem of the navy in Pacific waters- steaminº

the Alaska fields can be found * der the

coal fit for the navy. Our Pacific fleet. 11 for for

conservation plan, therefore, was prov’ “his Ryan

all time. If the Taft plan, as initiated º' ical con:

restoration, were to be carried to its lº. Bay

clusion, then the harbor facilities of Con!’ modern

would be always in private title, and ..., would

scheme of transportation, with public dº”

be forever precluded.

with these things in mind, any citizen.º.

that the coming battle over Alaska, Con”
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R. S. Ryan and the Morgan-Guggenheim syndicate

will become the real battle over the largest issues

that go to the questions of industrial distribution

and disposition of natural resources. These will

be the issues:

A leasing system of coal mining, upon so liberal a basis

that the operator may with substantial profit mine the

coal, and so as to compel those taking leases to actually

mine and not hold for speculation, and also so as to

compel fair prices to the consumer.

Absolute control of transportation by the Interstate

Commerce Commission: or public-owned railroads.

Public-owned and operated docks and wharves and har

bor privileges and facilities.

*

In connection with the foregoing Mr. Lathrop

reports in his Newark Evening News correspond

ence, a corroborative statement derived from a

prolonged discussion with Congressman James M.

Graham of Illinois and Congressman Henry

George, Jr., of New York, the latter a member and

the former chairman of the Committee on Ex

penditures in the Interior Department, which is

now investigating the Controller Bay scandal.

The statement is quoted as from Mr. Graham.

Parts of it, published here by courteous permis

sion of the Newark Evening News, are as follows:

“The investigation is not, primarily or in its

motive, a muckraking enterprise. We should bring

to light the facts—all the facts that will shed light

on the entire Alaska matter, what officials did, what

they did not, what they did that was right, what

they did that was wrong. Congress can plan con

Structive measures only after getting all these facts.

It may be, probably will be, that some persons will

be hurt. But this is a public issue, and it was

public business that was being transacted; and, to

borrow a form of expression from Woodrow Wilson,

public business must be carried on in the open light

of day, and public officials cannot do things in the

old way—under cover, and travel subterranean

passages.

"However, the ultimate design, in my opinion,

should be to lay the foundation for a constructive

program, and to enable the law-making body of the

Federal government to make straight the kinks tha

have crept into the Alaska situation. -

“The plan of the Committee is first to lay before

the people of the country the whole story. Then,

when a report shall be submitted, it will contain

Specific recommendations for legislation that the

Committee believes will meet the needs of Alaska

and the nation with reference to the disposition of

Alaska's public resources and the proper handling

of transportation there. -

“These recommendations should be agreeable to

the tenets of Conservation,-the true expression of

what really Conservation means, not what its ene

mies tell the people it means; should provide for

development of the resources of that Territory, and,

Once for all, dissipate the false conceptions that

have been encouraged by interested parties on the

other side, that Conservation means ‘bottling' up

Alaska's resources, or the resources of any State

or Territory.

“The development to be recommended should be

j

the sort that takes into account the whole people,

rather than a few would-be exploiters of the people,

based on the belief that the natural resources belong

to all of the people, that Almighty God placed them

in the ground and created the forces of nature for

the good of all, not for the exploitation of a few.

It will be in the interest of a Conservation use,

rather than a monopoly withholding from use, of

the resources.

“The problem of transportation, relating to Alaska,

should be taken up. It presses for solution. It

must be solved, and solved right, too. The mineral

wealth of Alaska—which has a nation-wide economic

significance, and is not an isolated issue of far-away

Alaska—is worthless unless it can be hauled to mar

ket under conditions that make for the common

good, and so as to thwart those who would get it

into their own hands so as to exploit the people's

property.

“We must include that in the Committee's report.

So that constructive use of the resources, and the

preservation of the popular good in transportation,

should be the salient elements in that report.

“There will be, also, political-moral value in the

investigation. The disclosures will tend to clarify

the air, lay bare some startling facts, illuminate

certain hitherto misunderstood acts, and reveal the

inward meaning of many schemes of which the peo

ple have the right to know.

“It was with that in mind that we asked Louis

D. Brandeis to become counsel for the Committee.

He has the nation-wide grasp of public affairs. He

knows the Alaskan issue, from his connection with

the investigation of the Ballinger-Pinchot affair. He

contributes his services, too, as he has contributed

them for many a great public movement. He is

essentially constructive in his mental processes, not

content to reveal startling things, but insisting upon

doing the work of building the social structure as

it should be built.

“It is the design of the Committee to hasten the

report, that the coming session of Congress may

have before it something upon which to consider

final action for Alaska. We wish to report about

the holidays. Bills will be introduced, so I am

informed, by that time, that will present the con

Crete issue for discussion. . . .

“There will be a fight over this constructive pro

gram, as there has been over every constructive

Conservation program that has ever been offered.

It is, of course, impossible to prophesy just when

the battle will have been won. It is to be hoped

that all patriotic citizens will rally to the support

of those who wish to conduct this contest in the

manner here indicated. . . . - -

public mind. . .

“These special interests are powerful, entrenched

behind laws and customs that have been evolved in

many instances through the work of skilled men

employed by those interests, and made difficult of

dislodgment because of the sowing of errors in the

+ + *

“There is something mysterious about the word

'psychic,’” said the student of occult things. . .

“Yes,” replied the plain person, “and the most

mysterious thing about it to me is the way they

spell it.”—Washington Star.
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NEWS NOTES

—It is now denied that Castro is back in Vene

zuela. [See current volume, page 660.]

—The McNamara trial at Los Angeles has been

set for October 11. [See current volume, pages

653, 661.]

—A 1,010 miles' flight around England, in sections,

has been attempted by 19 aviators, who started from

Brooklands on the afternoon of the 22nd. The prize

offered for the flight is $50,000, put up by the Daily

Mail.

—The bubonic plague, always rife in India, has

been especially fatal there this year. According to

figures announced from London on the 19th, the

deaths from the plague in India for the half year

ending June 30, reached the enormous number of

650,690.

—The Races congress, for the discussion “in the

light of science and the modern conscience, of the

general relations subsisting between the people of

the West and those of the East,” is in session in Lon

don this week. Three hundred delegates have gath

ered for the meetings. [See vol. xiii, p. 1022.]

—Constantinople, the capital of the Ottoman Em

pire, suffered severely from conflagrations on the

23rd and 24th. In the Stamboul section 6,500

houses were destroyed. The fires started during

the celebrations of the anniversary of the granting

of the Constitution, and are believed to have been

of incendiary political origin. [See vol. xiii, p. 1189.]

—New York had on the 22nd her ninth death from

cholera since July 1, and Boston had on the 23rd one

death. The victims are chiefly Italian immigrants

or sailors, or persons who have mingled with those

who have come from Italian ports. The Federal

hospital service is co-operating with the local boards

of health in establishing quarantines, and the situa

tion is believed to be well in hand. [See current vol

ume, page 681.]

—Twelve hundred deaths in the United States

were officially reported as having resulted from the

heat during the hot wave of the first twelve days of

July. There were doubtless very many deaths from

the same cause that did not get officially reported.

France, Germany and Great Britain are now suffer

ing from a similar heat wave, said to be the worst

known in France for a quarter of a century. [See

current volume, page 660.]

—At the summer lecture course at Lincoln Center

on the 16th, E. L. Pritchard, Secretary of the Chi

cago Health Department, explained the educational

work of that department as an attempt at “teaching

people how to avoid what are known as the prevent

able diseases, which means those diseases that we

need not have if only we know what to do to avoid

them,” and that “the legitimate work of the health

official lies wholly in the field of prevention.”

—A “Back to the Farm” convention opened at the

Grand Pacific Hotel in Chicago on the 24th. It is

said that it is the aim of the convention to favor

no particular section of the country, but to establish

a bureau where information in regard to farm lands

throughout the entire country may be obtained.

The movement will be entirely official in character

and no private land companies will be admitted tº

an interest in it. [See current volume, page 651.)

—The thirty-ninth annual convention of the National

German-American Teachers' Association opened at

Buffalo, July 12, with 200 delegates in attendance. A
committee appointed to investigate the feasibility

of holding next year's convention in Germany re.

ported favorably and the report was unanimº.

adopted. Already 300 teachers have been º:
to participate in the trip. The convention Will

formally called to order at New York andº

diately be postponed to Berlin. The depa"

take placº on July 2. ized by

The new Republic of Portugal, reº &

the United States, complains that theº "º.
of recognition by Great Britain and other . º

The reasons for delay in recognition are sta shall

rest not only on desire that the consº
be voted and a President elected, but also º t

amendment to the Separation law, where iº

rights of foreign churches will be respected. º AS:

published and approved by the cons. i.
sembly, in accordance with promises made and

government to the British, French, Gerº, 584,

Italian legations. [see current volume *

610, 660.]

—New York dispatches of the 21st

contracts had been signed that day

Service Commission, Comptroller Prº

the Bradley Contracting Company, for e subway,

tion of four sections of the Lexington Aye. SWS

the trunk line of the Triborough (city º Einº

tem. Earlier in the day the Board ..on sub

awarded the new Bronx, Queens and ...

ways to the Brooklyn Rapid Transit. º Company

made by the Interborough Rapid Transi the same

(the Morgan holding company) was º Vollme,

day declined by the Board. (See curre

page 636.] d values."

—A conference on the taxation of *... of Great

der the auspices of the United commiſ be held at

Britain and the Scottish League, Y’ 1 th and ſº

Glasgow on Monday and Tuesday, the of the Scot:

September, 1911. The conference H* and Indº"

tish Exhibition of Natural History, A. all is sign

has been engaged for the occasion.

ed by Crompton L. L. Davies, John

Busby, representing the United e Scottish

Tothill street, London, S. W.), a P. w Who sº

League (67 West Nile street, Glas.iings with

reported tº
by the Public

maergas' "

the const"

nounce an early intimation of the pro

papers relating thereto.

–On a petition of 233 creditors, a. º: Lewis wº
the property and enterprises of E. court º' St.

granted on the 20th by the Federal Union Trust

i.ouis. The receiver is the St. Loº s of the 20th

Company. According to news dispatº.s affected

from St. Louis, “the largest of the con. . y Heights

by the receivership order are the Unive pitalize a

Realty and Development Company. 2000".

$1,000,000; the Lewis Publishing Con”. 1,000,0".

the United states Fiber stopper Comº, and tº

the Peoples savings Trust Company. * my. $1000"
Development and Investment Compa an organiz"

whether the American woman's Leak".; states tº
tion with branches throughout the Unite

any,
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with a membership which Lewis declares numbers

70,000, will be included in the receivership, attorneys

cannot say.” [See vol. xi, page 172.]

—The question of incidence of taxation is ul) in

the Spanish Cortes. According to a dispatch from

Madrid which appeared in the Chicago Inter Ocean

early this month, the Senate had just passed a bill

suppressing the “consumos” tax, or town dues, and

substituting other taxes to make up the deficiency

thus created. One of these taxes is to take the

form of a municipal rate to be imposed on tenants,

and based on the amount of rent paid annually. Sev

eral meetings of tenants had been held in Madrid to

protest against the new law, and to take measures

to avoid the payment of the tax. A League for the

Defense of Tenants has been formed. [See current

volume, pages 350, 776.]

-º- -

PRESS OPINIONS

The Controller Bay Affair.

The Outlook (ind.), July 22.-Disallowance of the

Cunningham claims to enormously rich coal-fields in

Alaska by no means put an end to all danger of

monopoly in that region. This fact has become

more evident than ever by facts that were made

known to the public for the first time last week.

These facts pertain to the filing of claims along the

shore line of Controller Bay, Alaska. It is perfectly

evident that it is useless to mine coal unless it can

be transported to market. It is equally evident that

the government might amply safeguard the mining of

coal against monopoly and yet allow a monopoly in

coal by allowing a monopoly in its transportation.

Men who want to get monopolistic privileges in coal,

and have been foiled in their attempt to secure that

privilege by the control of the coal-fields themselves.

could to all practical intent succeed by controlling

the means by which the coal is made accessible.

This is now in substance the peril that has arisen in

Alaska. There are three outlets to the great coal

region in which the Cunningham claims are located.

One is at the town of Nelson. Here the Guggenheim

Syndicate has the only railway right of way, for a

government army reservation prevents (except by

the passage of a special law that it would be very

difficult, if not impossible, to secure) the building of

any other road at that point. The second point is

Katalla Bay. Here the Guggenheim syndicate also

has virtual control. The third outlet is at Controller

Bay. At this point the government has had control

-absolute control. This is due to the fact that the

land bordering Controller Bay was retained in the

possession of the Federal government as a part of

the Chugach National Forest. Certain railway rights

of way through the forests from the coal-fields to the

bay had already been projected, and applications for

them were on file last year and the year before. The

control over these railways and over their terminals

by the Secretary of the Interior and by the Inter

State Commerce Commission was safeguarded so long

as the land remained in the possession of the Federal

government. Suddenly, without public warning, but

with apparently the knowledge of certain interested

parties, over twelve thousand acres of land bordering

on that part of the bay nearest to the ship channel

were eliminated from the National Forest and thrown

open to private entry. This elimination of the one

remaining unmonopolized outlet for the Cunningham

coal region was done, not by public proclamation with

due notice, but by an Executive order. This oc

curred last fall, on October 28. Ordinarily such an

order is issued with a sixty days' notice, and when

it was originally prepared this order contained such

a notice; but between the time of its preparation

and the time of its issue the sixty days' notice was

eliminated. Within four days surveys had been

made at this point, which is far beyond the reach

of the telegraph, and a claim in accordance with this

Executive order had been filed. In other words, the

Executive order and the filing of the claim were

virtually simultaneous. Within two weeks two other

claims had been filed, together with the rights of

way of the projected railway. There is now a long

stretch of water front, at least a mile long, that,

with the possible exception of one section of eighty

rods, is likely, if not certain, to fall into private

possession.

+

The Mirror (Wm. Marion Reedy), July 20.-It does

not seem possible that fatuity could go so far as the

filing of the Dick Ryan letter to Dick Ballinger about

the Controller Bay claim and Charlie Taft's interest

in that scheme to capture the port of entry and outlet

near the coal lands of Alaska. And yet the woman

who says she saw the letter in the Interior Depart

ment files is believed by all the people who know

her. Miss Abbott showed her article, containing a

copy of the letter, to Ballinger's successor, Mr. Fisher.

Mr. Fisher induced Collier's not to publish it. Then

the letter disappeared—like the raised voucher for

Justice Day's portrait. The facts now come out that

Dick Ryan filed his claim two days after the Pres

ident's order opening the place to entry, while to all

the rest of the country the Presidential order was a

secret one, not made public until six months later.

Isn't it funny how Taft is always caught dating things

back or ahead or indulging in some other form of

skullduggery or at least conniving at such things?

He's an unwieldy duffer, is Mr. Taft; not fit at all to

travel with a fellow like Dick Ballinger.

* +

The Ohio Constitutional Convention.

The Cincinnati Post (ind.), July 18.-That conven

tion will be controlled by class interests that want

Special Privilege, or it will be controlled by honest

representatives of the people. Special Privilege will

aim to divide the rank and file into classes, so that

the great power of the people will be divided and

the public will thwarted. Every class interest will

be tempted to put forward class candidates, in the

hope that the organized few may thus defeat the

divided many. Every special prejudice will be ap

pealed to, whether it be on politics, creed, race or

sentiment. For example, Special Privilege will put

forward in a dry district a reactionary who is dry,

and in a wet district a reactionary who is wet. Any

thing to get reactionary delegates into the conven

tion. This is one trick against which all good citi

zens should be on guard. For it is of the highest
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importance that delegates to this constitutional con

vention represent their constituents in all things.

related THINGS

CONTRIBUTIONS AND REPRINT

THE UNSATISFIED ANIMAL.

Bolton Hall in “Even as You and I” (first edition).

When God bade Adam work for bread,

And till the earth by hand,

He did not post up signs like this:

“No trespass on this land.”

God’s alms don't pauperize the poor,

Nor take the toilers’ share,

They are not paupers through His gifts

Of sun, and rain, and air.

Just lend the poor, man seed and land,

When begging to be fed,

Teach him to use his own strong arms

And ask the earth for bread.

L’Envoy.

Don't talk so much about the poor

And causes of their dearth,

They but suspect it; but we know

The poor just want the earth.

+ + +

SERVICE: A PRACTICAL IDEAL.

Address by John Bovingdon as Class Valedictorian

of the Queen Anne High School of Seattle,

for the Year 1911.

The ultimate aim of knowledge is action. The

direction of that action is determined largely by

our principles of life. As there are two channels

separating human action, the one bearing effort

for ourselves, the other, effort for our fellows, so

is there a clear line of distinction between the

motive principles—the one purpose being the

gratification of self at the expense of others, the

other, the good of others by means of our own

service. In essence, one is egoism, the other al

truism.

To us, this occasion is the “parting of the

ways,” a time indeed proper to “take our latitude.”

and consider why we go forth—with what impel

ling moral motive force, what ideal of life to pur

sue and cherish.

Our minds are held under the spell of two in

fluences–memory and hope. Memory recalls mis

takes, successes, impressions from the world as it

is. It pictures the prevalent business ideal, one

of cut-throat competition, service only for our

selves. And in that picture we can see the hope

less majority with their outstretched arms toward

the dollar mark—only a few eyes raised to a light

that shines in the distance—the light that few

see, and fewer have sufficient strength to pursue.

That star is the beacon-light to the life of service.

º

Hope points to an ideal, in the consummatiºn

of which, we each have a part: a picture again hiſ

a far different one. The dollar sign has faded to

the distance. But look | That star now is a lºan.

tiful angel with face that bespeaks nobility

character, a presence that bespeaks nobility

soul—the Angel of Service to the Common Gool

Humanity kneels to serve her. Man’s Brother.

hood has come and in that vision of hope, a new

land appears—Christ's Ideal Commonwealth—th

Kingdom of Man—the Kingdom of Heaven ºn

earth.

Why should we dedicate ourselves to service?

Because we owe it to society. Our parents gleaned

their characters largely from environment or sº.

ciety. Through them we inherit her influence.

And building on those inherited characteristics, by

her influence since childhood, society has made is

what we are. So, our personalities are Trusts frºm

mankind to be developed and enlarged according

to our ability, and returned. And unless we dº

return that Trust in Service to our fellows-it

less we do give of ourselves the very best. We leave

this world its debtor, which means that the world

has not received our contribution and is ""

for our having lived. - -

Think of the men in the past whose lº º
made the world better! Our fathers. stood *

Cromwell to deliver us from the divº”.

kings; with Washington, from the d.º liſt

Britain; and with the martyred Iſin." ". the

the curse of “involuntary servitude. ... tº

leaders alone but the Common Soldie” . reaps

lives a service to their country. ut * insti

the harvest of their sacrifice? Look ºr–Repre
tutions under which we live, and . anSW xperiment.

sentative government a progressingº of di

the “Composite Citizen” the only p". increasing

vine rights, and our land a haven "

º for all men, beneficia” y

e then are privileged to be the '. ºilege has *

this splendid trust. But every prly. do for Out

complementary duty. Our duty “A. we wer
kind what they did for their kind- - i. and mºſt

born into better conditions econoº. our chil.

ally, than they, so we must see to i. ... will mer

dren find a more generous busine== }ja walls,

to spend less time satisfying the P º peculia w

leaving more for those higher cravº. a puº

man's soul. May they find public . ind sº

honor, as in early Rome, Cherishe‘‘ ‘ |

kept. - be paid”

oil, duty is plain. This debtºº

money. Giving men gold, the res." dependen'

to ourselves, makes men wº. of compº"

ignoble. It teaches them that the * it teacº

sation does not operate unfailing ; othing I

them that they can get something ſo truth." !!

fact, philanthropy recognizes tº "very seldº !
changed attitude toward charity. The new wall.

we give money to unfortunates.

—a
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word is “Give them opportunity.” Independence

scorns material gifts: it demands the opportunity

to procure them by honest effort. This country is

demanding through the Progressive Move, that

financial magnates cease to take what by right be

longs to the people. By what moral law should

churches, colleges and libraries be individual gifts,

when built with the people's money?

Passersby dropped coins into the box of a beggar

who lay on the streets of St. Petersburg one cold

day. He was worn and weak and threadbare.

Count Tolstoy was passing and the beggar asked

for an alms. The great heart turned, and with

one hand clasped in his, the other resting on the

stooped shoulder, his eyes shining warmly into the

beggar's heart, he said, “My brother, I have only

my blessing to give thee,” and passed on. The

decrepit, wasted body sank lower and lower whis

pering, “He called me brother, he called me

brother!” And that night, after God’s angel had

come, they found him with eyes lifted toward

heaven–a smile on his face, the parted lips breath

ing, “brother.” ~

The great Russian's influence on the beggar

is as our influence upon those to whom we give

our Service. It makes men encouraged, generous,

grand. Treat men nobly and they will prove

themselves noble. We reap as we sow. For ma

terial gifts we receive material return. For the

gift of service we receive service; we receive

power, we receive real life.

The men whom we remember in the past are

those who gave their lives in service to the Com

mon Good. Some worked in the industrial world,

others in the political. Gutenberg gave the

printing press, Watts the steam engine, Fulton

the steamboat, Whitney the cotton gin, and Edison

practical electricity. As these men have devised

ways for improving conditions in society, they

have done a service. In political service, England

had her Burke, her Chatham, her Gladstone. We

have had Washington, Jefferson, Webster, Lin

coln and many of lesser brilliance who have

thrown their minds and hearts into the cause of

justice.

And as there was then a great work waiting

for leaders and servers, so now do we need men

in the fields of endeavor who will be strong, who

will not lie, who will work for the common good,

realizing that only with that can come their high

est good.

Men are needed in engineering, in the indus

tries, in commerce, in law, in journalism, in

politics.

The sun draws moisture from the sea to the

mountain tops. When this moisture loosens it

self and rushes to the valleys below, it gives off

power. If that power is allowed to waste itself

upon the banks of the stream, there is a large

social waste. The man who invents the means

of harnessing that power and converting it into

an economic product increases the social income

and is, therefore, of service to the nation. For

it is a fact that the larger the income of a people

compared with the cost of living, just so much

higher will be their standard of life.

We need men who will contribute such engi

neering ability to the nation without demanding

exorbitant rates for the power which that water

furnishes—the privilege of taxing the people in

perpetuity.

We need men in the industrial world who will

not treat their men like machines to run at full

capacity until disablement or an early death. In

the past money has been of more moment than

lives. Men's lives and souls have been considered

and still are by many men, merely industrial ma

chinery. But we are at the dawn of a day that

puts man above gold; and if to produce the ma

terial needs of existence, it is necessary to spill

the life blood of young manhood, the price is too

great.

For young men have a great work beckoning

them into higher fields. Commerce calls them

into the peace movement between nations. Men

who weave nets of trade around the globe take

their station beside peace societies in the effective

abolition of war, for “Commerce binds the world

as one.”

The country needs young men in law, not to in

crease lawsuits but to decrease them, not to com

plicate but to simplify law. The twentieth cen

tury demands that laws coincide with right. Edu

cated lawyers with the right impulse can bring

this about, for to know truth is to be its defender.

As we think of the mammoth industrial pirates

as servers of humanity only so far as they are

enabled to better serve themselves, so in contrast

with this purpose do we think of the devotion of

Louis D. Brandeis and Francis J. Heney in the

legal profession. Both of them giant legal minds,

both of them braving the dangers of fight in pub

lic life, both of frail frame, yet both with that

same principle of service coursing through their

veins. Heney woke up to the fact that the city

government was made the tool of an unprincipled

boss. And Mr. Brandeis taught us the truth

about the Cunningham coal claims when he sub

mitted the whole question to the American people

in the investigation of the Secretary of the In

terior. Only by posterity can the service of these

men be measured.

But what seems even a greater field for service

is journalism. It is work for which the people

pay well. As molder of public opinion, the editor

may do good or evil. But grand indeed is the re

ward for using the talents God and Society have

given, for high and true purposes.

Yet broader than all is the political opportun

ity. But, you say, it is so full of grafters, an

honest man is either made like the rest or killed

politically. We may grant that there are many
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bad men in politics, a majority, even a large ma

jority, but that only proves its need for clean

men. If it were all right there were no need for

reformers. The presence of large evil is the proof

of a need for great men.

We are now at the opening of a new era in

nation building. The dishonest public servants

will be weeded out; the wrongly directed public

policies will be abandoned; and new policies, new

men, and new opportunity will take their places.

But this change must be effected by men.

And shall we despair of the possibility of hon

est statesmen when we see the La Follettes, the

Woodrow Wilsons, the Tom L. Johnsons? Shall

we say that an honest young man of determina

tion and high purpose can do no good in politics,

when such men, by their lives, have proved the

possibility?

The Senator from Wisconsin started his reform

work in his home State. He rose gradually in

esteem there; and now, probably there is not in

the nation a more loved and honored man than

Robert M. Ta Follette. You and I, schoolmates,

can only read of the terrible fight which he waged

while Governor of Wisconsin. But you parents

can recall it. It was a mortal struggle between

right and wrong—between the demanders of spe

cial privilege and the protector of the public

rights. One cannot express, can only feel the

appreciation for this the grandest figure in

American politics today.

Our country mourned, a few months ago, the

death of a man who was essentially a city server.

Public Service was Mayor Tom Johnson's dream

of the night, his vision of the day, the work of

his life. It was Tom L. Johnson, Steel Magnate,

Street Car Owner, Millionaire, who, reading

Henry George's book, “Progress and Poverty,”

conceived the vision of Service. He served the

public in Congress when he opposed a tariff on

steel, though he as a business man would profit by

it. He served the public in Cleveland.

He found us striving each his selfish part.

He leaves a City with a Civic Heart,

Which gives the fortune-fallen a new birth,

And reunites him with his Mother Earth;

Which seeks to look beyond the broken law

To find the broken life, and mend its flaw.

Nay, no demigod,

But a plain man, close to the common sod

Whence springs the grass of our humanity.

And is he fallen 2 Aye, but mark him well;

He ever rises further than he fell.

A man is passing! I salute him, then,

In these few words: He served his fellow men'

“Ho served his followmon '''

Ever striving to be true to this vision, ever try

ing to consummate the ideals here pictured by our

teachers, may we go forth to do our work in our

country's service.

BOOKS

A MARKED FIGURE IN HUMAN

PROGRESS.

The Life and Letters of Martin Luther. By Pre

served Smith. Houghton, Mifflin & Co., Boston.

Price, $3.50 net.

The author of this new biography of an active

agent in the making of religious history offers an

apology for bringing another coal to Newcastle.

“A glance at the catalogue of any great library—

that of the British Museum for instance—will

show that more has been written about Luther

than about any man, save one, who ever lived.

- One main reason is to be found in the

extraordinarily rapid advance of recent research

which within the last twenty years has greatly

changed the knowledge of the man.” With these

new sources of information at his command, Mr.

Smith has been able to give his readers what they

have hitherto missed in the study of Martin

Luther—a revelation of the man rather than of

the theologian.

In the copious extracts given from table-talk

and letters vivid glimpses are caught of the real

Luther hidden so long behind the theological mask

in which he has been always presented by the his

torian. No trait of his heroic character is left

untouched. His indomitable will, his loyalty to

conscience, his courage “never to submit or yield”

are qualities associated with his name, but the

warm heart, the ready humor, the capacity to

penetrate to the very essence of things have not

been so fully revealed. It may be further noticed

that the coarseness of the uncultivated nature

with its bursts of uncontrollable temper is mani

fested more than once in the story of his life.

It was the coarse fiber and fighting quality of the

man, undoubtedly, that made him the powerful

force that he was in the resistance of Church

tyrannies and iniquities to which his eyes had

been opened during his seven years of monastic

life when, as he said, he looked for Christ and it

seemed as if he saw the devil.

The heretic of the twentieth century may fail

to understand why Luther stopped short in his

denunciation of Church doctrines that impute

human frailties and absurdities to Divine Love

and Intelligence. For the heretic of today sees

in the creed of Luther himself the narrowness of

vision, the harshness of judgment, the limited con

ception of Divine Law which he brought along

with him out of the wreck of his faith in Papacy.

Perhaps the highest expression of tolerance for

those who differed from him may be found in his

remarks on Cicero who he said did not “fool” like

the Greeks Plato and Aristotle.

“I hope God will forgive such men as Cicero
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their sins. Even if he should not be redeemed

he will enjoy a situation in hell several degrees

higher than that destined for our Cardinal of

Mayence.” This was admirable charity in one

who thundered anathemas at the Church.

Yet the Modernists of the present time may

find inspiration in the magnificent courage of

Luther with his unconquerable will and tremend

Ous power of resistance to the evils that he found

intrenched in the very heart of the Church to the

holiest offices of which he had aspired. The au

thor of the new biography brings out the innate

integrity of the reformer while leaving his own

Words to betray the human weakness of some of

his judgments.

If his ideals of marriage were not of the high

est order, if he was of the opinion that bigamy

Was a lighter sin than divorce, he appears none

the less to have been unselfish in his choice of a

wife and to have been affectionate and faithful in

all family relations.

Perhaps it was inevitable that a man of such

strong convictions should have been lamentably

intolerant toward his fellow reformers whose con

Victions of truth differed from his own. But he

set in motion a mighty wave which, rolling down

the centuries, has purified itself of many falsities

and deepened a channel of religious thought in

Which all waters may meet, if not to mingle, at

least to run harmoniously together toward the

great Ocean of truth where all is clear.

Who ever is interested in the history of the

Reformation will find the Life and Letters of

Martin Luther a valuable contribution to the lit

erature marking that era in religious progress.

A. L. M.

==

PERIODICALS

Tom L. Johnson in Hampton's.

Besides the Tom L. Johnson installment in Hamp

ton's for August, which tells of Mayor Johnson's

°xperience with taxation problems, this magazine

contains a vivacious and instructive (for such as have

eyes to see) semi-satirical woman suffrage story

by Mary Lavinia Bray, the title of which is “The

Speech Impromptu.”

-

-

Free Trade Broadside.

No. 1 of volume 3 of this publication, the first since

the death of William Lloyd Garrison, who was devoted

to it and dictated from his death bed the last editorial

appearing in it prior to its revival now by Louis R.

Ehrich and Roger Sherman Hoar, bears the date of

July and holds in its 16 pages an excellent selection

of material. Congressman Redfield’s “American

Wage Standard” is of special importance at - the

present time, for this demonstrates the point for

employers to consider with reference to wages that

“it is not the rate of wages but the rate of output,”

“not what you pay, but what you get for what you

pay, that counts.” -

+ *

The Single Tax Review.

The May-June number of the Single Tax Review

(150 Nassau St., New York) has been delayed by

the plans of its managers to make it a special num

ber on Vancouver, and the result has justified the

delay. Having sent Luther S. Dickey to the Pacific

Coast as its special representative for the purpose,

the Review presents from his pen the most minute

and complete report on the Vancouver experiment

in land value taxation that has yet appeared any

where. An edition of 50,000 of this number has been

printed, and the editor and publisher, Joseph Dana

Miller, asks Singletaxers wherever they may be, to

promote its circulation. He is not quite correct in

editorially describing Vancouver as “the first Single

tax city in the world”—there are Australasian cities

that might regard that distinction as invidious—but

Vancouver is the first on Our Continent, and doubt

less the most important in the world. In announc

ing that this is the initial step in a new line of

work, the Review gives promise of a useful career

toward which Singletaxers generally and those of

the American continent especially cannot afford to

be indifferent. The next number is to deal With

Edmonton as the present one does with Vancouver.

+ +

The French Single Tax Review.

The first issue of La Revue de L'Impot Unique, the

organ of the new French League for the Single Tax,

has come to hand, bearing date of July 1. In lively,

crisp and picturesque style the editor, Georges Dar

ien, tells of the formation of the new League and its

indebtedness to “the generosity of an American

who has consecrated his energy and his fortune to

the spread of the doctrines of Henry George.” The

Revue has been launched to fight “against the stupid

Crying in the Wilderness

has been the role of The Public during its life until of late.

It is being read now by an ever-widening circle of those who are actually

making political history.

Won't you contribute to this widening process by sending some subscribers.

Cincinnati, July 22, 1911. DANIEL KIEFER.
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abomination of a social system which makes of this

earth a hell. . . . And it will make Frenchmen ac

quainted with the truth concerning the efforts which

are being made elsewhere to liberate humanity in

freeing the land.” Among such articles as “The

Earth, the Man and the Tax,” “Henry George,”

“Joseph Fels,” and so on, we find “The Shop of the

Color of Death.” This fearful place turns out to be

a shop across the street from the office of the Revue,

into which persons of all classes go, all with the

same expression of sadness mingled with weari

ness and disgust upon their faces; and when they

come out the women have scarcely-dried tears in the

corners of their eyes, and the men have oaths at

the corners of their lips. This dismal shop is the di

rect-tax collector's office for the 6th ward of Paris,

and the editor assures each of his readers that the

direct taxes imposed from this death-colored shop

“strike your presence here below, your household

A Pleasant Word

Columbia University in the

City of New York

Department of Economics,

July 21, 1911.

To go without The Public would be

like going without dinner.

H. R. MUSSEY

Labor and Neighbor
By the late Ernest Crosby

Of this book of beautiful spirit,

William Marion Reedy said in The

St. Louis Mirror:

Those who would know the true social

and economic gospel of altruism should

read the late Ernest Crosby's posthumous

book, “Labor and Neighbor.” The argu

ment of it is beautifully clear and simple

and its demonstration for the reinstatement

of the dispossessed of the earth is clinching.

Mr. Crosby was a Georgian and a Tolstoian,

heart and head conjoining in assent to the

doctrine that the earth belongs to all men

and that democracy should be nothing but

the broadest love. The volume we have in

mind is the late Mr. Crosby's best book. It

is rounded and ripe, logical, eloquent and

positively coercive of the readers' assent to

the proposition that it is pºssible to realize

the prayer: “Thy Kingdom come, Thy will

be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven.”

In grey, stiff paper covers, postpaid, 25 cents

The Public, Book Dept, Ellsworth Bldg, Chicago

goods, the air you breathe, your very power of initia.

tive. It is a punishment which is inflicted upon you

—for your having the impudence, first to be alive at

all, second, to have the audacity to wish to continue

to live.” The horrors of present systems of taxa.

tion were never more vividly recited than in this
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Mr. Lloyd George has been asked to go to America.

We are unable to ascertain from which side of the

Atlantic the pressure has come.—Punch.

* + +

“Why did you leave your last place?” asked Mrs.

Hiram Daly of the would-be cook.

“I haven't left me lasht place,” replied the appli

cant. “I haven’t any lasht place to lave. I’ve been

workin' for meself for the past year, an' I can recom

mend meself to yez very hoighly.”—Boston Tran

script.

+ + +

Seedy Chap: “Kind sir, won't you help a poor

man who has seen better days?”

Haughty Person (coldly): “I don't approve of

promiscuous almsgiving.”

Seedy Chap (quickly): “Nor do I of promiscuous
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acceptance, sir, why, I wouldn't for a moment think

of asking everybody!”—Puck.

+ + +

The amateur artist was painting—sunset, red, with

blue streaks and green dots.

The old rustic, at a respectful distance, was watch

ing.

“Ah,” said the artist, looking up suddenly, “per
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haps to you, too, Nature has opened her sky-pictures

page by page? Have you seen the lambent flame of

dawn leaping across the livid east; the red-stained,

sulphurous islets floating in the lake of fire in the

west; the ragged clouds at midnight, black as a

raven's wing, blotting out the shuddering moon?"

“No,” replied the rustic, shortly; “not since I give

up drink.”—The Sacred Heart Review.

---
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