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EDITORIAL

Earners versus Collectors.

In admitting in a St. Louis speech on Wash

ington’s birthday that a man might earn 500

million dollars in a life time, William J. Bryan

explained that these men have been so busy earn

ing it that they haven’t had time to collect, while

those who collected hadn’t had the time to earn

it. The figures run pretty high, but the relation

of collecting to earning has the sound of a true

saying.

+ +

Regulating Monopolies.

“All monopolies must come under regulation”

is getting to be a more and more popular phrase.

And the right thought is in it. But wouldn’t it

be better to demand that all monopolies be abol

ished? There is no oppressive monopoly which

does not depend for its power on some govern

mental grant of a special privilege, and why at

tempt to regulate the use of special privileges?

Why not abolish them? As a matter of tactics, it

may indeed be desirable to begin with regulations;

but why deceive ourselves with the notion that

regulation will work—that anything short of

abolition of privilege will remedy the ills of

monopoly?

+ +

Bourne on Taft.

Senator Bourne is reported as having delivered

in the Senate on the 27th a scathing speech on

President Taft as a spoilsman. Quoting Mr.

j
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Taft's notorious confession, his Norton letter

(vol. xiii, pp. 889, 895, 1185), in which the

President admitted using official patronage be

fore the fall primaries to help get votes for

“Standpat” Republicans against progressive Re

publicans, but, finding that it didn't pay, prom

ised not to do so any more, was quoted by Sena

tor Bourne, who denounced this use of patronage

as essentially bribery. “This is a charge,” he

said, “which no citizen can discuss without re

gret; yet the whole subject is of such vital im

portance in the preservation of representative

government that I would feel remiss in my duty if

I failed to call it to the attention of the country

and place in available form such information re

lating thereto as may come to my attention.”

After enlarging upon the spoilsman policy of the

President, the Oregon Senator closed with a plea

for an extension of the Oregon plan of people's

power, which would make Presidents directly ac

countable to party and general electorates. Mr.

Bourne's closing words are a gem in political

philosophy. “The composite citizen,” he said,

“knows more and acts from higher motives than

any single individual, however great, experi

enced, or well developed;” for “in the composite

citizen selfishness is minimized, while in the in

dividual it is usually dominant.”

• *

Democratic Achievement.

The National Democratic League of Clubs an

nounces, in celebration of Jefferson’s 168th birth

day, a “Democratic Achievement Banquet” at In

dianapolis on the 13th of April. The achievements

noted are: “The overthrow of Cannonism and the

restoration of representative government, publicity

of campaign funds, an income tax amendment to

the Constitution, election of United States Sena

tors by direct vote of the people, railroad regula

tion, tariff reform, opposition to private monopo

lies, the promise of Philippine independence, and

other reforms which the Democratic party have

demanded.” Some splendid democratic names

are attached to the call, and we suppose that the

projectors of the banquet cannot be responsible

for those that are tarnished; but it is certain that

the name of Gov. Colquitt of Texas can lend no

luster, after the news of a recent veto of his gets

around. The democracy of a Democratic Gov

ernor who vetoes a commission government form

of charter on the ground that the Initiative, Ref

orendum and Recall reserved in it to the people

are a “dream of theoretic politicians” and

“repugnant to the principles of liberty and law,

the freedom of speech and overy other guarantee

sacred to an American,” is open to question. If

such as he might happen to give tone to the pro

posed banquet, it were well for democratic Demo

crats to pause prudently for further information.

+ +

People's Power.

If all political power originally resides in the

electorate, and is derived from it, it is evident

that the departments of government—legislative,

executive and judicial—exist and operate by virtue

of the electoral franchise exercised by citizen vot.

ers, and are directly responsible to the electorate

for the performance of their functions. Not only

are government officials directly and indirectly re

sponsible to their constituencies, but they are so

responsible at all times; and their constituencies

should be able at any time to summon them to

account for and to discharge them for failure to

perform satisfactorily the duties of their office.

+

The electorate in a democracy is the “people”;

and government of the people, by the people, and

for the people is not a government by the court, or

a caucus, or a convention, or Congress. It is

government by or under the control of the

Initiative, Referendum and Recall; that is to say,

by direct legislation. As long ago as 1780, the

men of Massachusetts embodied this principle of

fundamental democracy in their Constitution.

They said: “Article Five. All power residing

originally in the people, and being derived from

them, the several magistrates and officers of gov

ernment, vested with authority, whether legis

lative, executive or judicial, are their substitutes

and agents, and are at all times accountable to

them.” This was seven years before the Consti

tutional Convention at Philadelphia, the proceed

ings of which, as reported by James Madison, now

show that the members of that body framed the

Constitution for a “more perfect Union” in order

to counteract the tendencies of a “turbulent

democracy,” represented by Samuel Adams, Thom

as Paine, Thomas Jefferson—patriotic men of

the Revolution who, it must be remembered, were

not in that famous body.

+ +

A Typical “Representative.”

President Taft’s appointment of Representative

Duncan E. McKinlay, of California, to be Sur

veyor of the Port of San Francisco, is another il

lustration of a pernicious Presidential habit. Mr.

McKinlay has for several years misrepresented a

California district in Congress, being kept in his
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seat mainly by the support of the Southern Pacific

political machine. Finally, last year, his “stand

pattism” had become so “raw” and Insurgency in

California had become so strong, that he was de

feated by William Kent (vol. xiii, p. 1192) for the

Republican nomination, and Kent was elected in

November. That was a distinct victory for the

prºgressive element in the Republican party, and

an equally distinct defeat for the Cannon element.

As a rebuke to the progressive element in Cali

formia, and as a consolation to the Cannon ele

ment, President Taft gave to the repudiated

McKinlay a political position, lucrative and gen

ºnly supposed to be honorable. Thus the

Pºsident rewards a man who has spent

*t of his official “representative” career in

*representing his constituents. “Put none

but misrepresentatives on guard” seems to be

* of the great commandments in the White
House. Every one who knows anything of politics

knows that as surveyor of the port of California

Mr. McKinlay will throw most of his official work

*his subordinates, and will devote his time and

*tºwards saving the Southern Pacific polit
º machine from destruction by the progressive

º ºw in control in California. Yet we are

"President Taft that he is much concerned

: the preservation of the “representative” sys

6 º *rnment. Of course the way to preserve

e ºnentative" system is to keep on putting

ºmment into the hands of misrepresenta

+ +

*%urts in Polities.

“Take the cour

Mack's ad ts out of politics,” was Judge

for his pl Vice upon leaving the Chicago bench

0ğ. In the new Court of Commerce; and

liesi; Bar Association has instituted meas

ther Jud *9tject of doing this—in a way. Nei

View thº Mack nor the Bar Association had in

with politi InOst dangerous meddling of courts

3r Aso gs or relations of judges to politics. The

judges ...tiºn aims at making the election of

0: .*Pºisan. This is highly desirable,

º: with political machines and their

this ..". we have them now; but the worst in
better th of association of courts with politics is

through * the best of the kind that has arisen

ship of l * usurpation by the eourts of censor

high an *gislation. The bench has had quite as

º: of good judges under political
.. and election as under appointment.

as high * caucus, bad as it is, has turned out

riation *.*Verage of good judges as bar asso

"nferences have. And the bad decisions of

political judges are usually quite limited and

ephemeral in effect. The influence of politics in

this superficial way is of course to be got rid of if

possible; but let not the really dangerous kind

of politico-judicial affiliation be overlooked. So

long as the courts may make and unmake law,

may hold legislatures and Congress and even the

people as a whole at bay in respect of law-making,

they hold a kind and degree of political power of

the most menacing character. With this power

vested in the courts, the judiciary is polluted with

politics at its source, regardless of how judges are

chosen or who they are.

+ +

Another Gibe at the Scot.

The Scot will tell you that the English, though

they have many gibing jokes about Scotland folk,

have built them all upon two, one of which is the

“chestnut” of the Scottish traveler returned from

his first journey, who said it was so expensive in

London that he hadn’t been there half a day be

fore “bang went saxpence.” To this parentage,

then, goes the joke on Carnegie which “Success”

reports. He asked at a public dinner, “Why do

the British continue their coinage of farthings?”

and an auditor answered: “To enable the Scotch

to practice benevolence, Mr. Carnegie.”

+ + °F

EDWARD M. SHEPARD.

In the withdrawal from his candidacy for Unit

ed States Senator before the legislature of New

York (page 206), Edward M. Shepard denounces

the Democratic caucus which nominated Wm. F.

Sheehan, as having been controlled by Tammany

Hall, which in turn is controlled by Charles F.

Murphy. The situation is indeed as Mr. Shepard

describes it, a pooling of their votes by “represen

tatives” in a trust, to be cast by one voting trustee.

It is also true, as Mr. Shepard adds, that the

Democrats can never succeed in New York State

while it is generally believed that Tammany is in

control. To this it should be added further that

the Democrats will not succeed and ought not

to succeed, in New York or anywhere else, not

only so long as their leaders tolerate the unholy

power of Tammany Hall, but also as long as they

complain of it without vigorously identifying

their leadership with people's power reforms to

stamp it out.

*

Our confidence in the democratic purposes and

integrity of Edward M. Shepard has been fre
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quently expressed (vol. iii, p. 306; iv., 433, 450,

469, 578; v, 594, 746, 785, 802; vi, 571, 803; x,

866, 1043; xi, 627, 628; xiii, 938, 1182; xiv, 51,

58), and we have nothing in that respect to take

back. He is a democrat by instinct, by cultiva

tion, by reflection; and he is capable of leader- T

ship, of great democratic leadership.

There is no abler man in American public, pro

fessional or business life than he. Were he once to

occupy conspicuously responsible public office, to

be an official adviser of the people and their

representative in their common affairs, so that

he might prove himself to all as he already ap

pears to the genuine democrats who know him,

the highest office in the gift of American citizen

ship would probably be, not offered him, but

thrust upon him.

So known to the people of his State two months

ago, Mr. Shepard would today be United States

Senator-elect, instead of a candidate driven out

of the field by a corporation henchman and politi

cal spoilsman like Sheehan.

So known to the people of his State last fall,

he instead of Dix would now be Governor.

And either as Governor or as Senator, he would

have made a record of administrative and legisla

tive efficiency, coupled with progressive democ

racy, that would in all likelihood have swept him

into the White House at the elections of 1912.

With the people for his client, a lawyer of Mr.

Shepard’s abilities and his qualities of manhood

and citizenship, would climb to higher levels

of democratic statesmanship than any yet recorded

in American history.

+

But all that great possibility has passed away,

and nothing short of a miracle can restore it.

Mr. Shepard flourishes as a lawyer at a period

when the prizes of the bar are won in the service

of special privilege corporations, of public utility

corporations, with powerful incentives to domi

nate politics as well as business. We do not al

lude to money prizes. There is no reason to sup

pose that these are more attractive to Mr.

Shepard than pelts to hunters of ferocious beasts

or scalps to savage warriors. The professional

prizes we allude to are the intellectual ones of

combat—the joy of the struggle with equals in

battles of giants.

There are no longer such prizes at the bar, ex

cept with great corporations for clients. Nor are

the prizes won any more in forensic encountera.

The clash of mind with mind at the bar in these

days is in legal administration, legal adaptation,

and legal creation, rather than legal controversy

in the courts. To such work, then, must the law

yer turn, if he has the ambition to enjoy and the

ability to engage in battles with the mighty of his

profession. And to such work Mr. Shepard has

turned. -

That he has held aloof from the dark and de

vious ways of corporation lawyers, those who know

him fully believe. That in his work for the

Pennsylvania Railroad corporation in connection

with its entrance into New York, their contention

that he has guided it along policies no less bene

ficial to the public, under all the institutional cir

cumstances, than to the corporation, and because

he believes that what is for the public interest is

also for the best interest of his client, may well

be accepted as true.

But the facts remain that corporations are at

war with public rights, that corporation lawyers

are employed to conserve the interests of their

corporation clients rather than those of the public,

and that Mr. Shepard is a corporation lawyer.

Though his service to his corporation be free

of all impurity, though his own conscience be

clear, though he have the confidence of all genu

ine democrats who know him, the fact that he is a

corporation lawyer disqualifies him for popular

acceptance as a democratic leader at a time when

plutocracy is militant in corporate form.

The people as a mass cannot draw fine dis

tinctions between the lawyers of a plutocratic cor

poration who do, and those who do not, give their

client aid and comfort in its efforts to gain cor

porate privileges and corporate power in politics,

at the expense of public rights and people's power

Like armies in the field, the people distinguish

an enemy by the uniform he wears.

+

Another element of political weakness in Mr.

Shepard is his reserve regarding people's rights

and people's rule.

He is a free trader, and on this question he hº

spoken as bluntly as the most radical man of his

temperament and training could. He has a lean

ing toward equality of economic rights, and on

occasion declares himself as definitely as a pº

litical leader in this country at the present stage

ought to, if he expects to be of any use as a pº

litical leader. He is understood to lean strongly

toward public ownership of public utilities, but

his position in this respect has not been made Very

emphatic. He is sympathetic with wage workers in

their struggle; but so far as he has spoken it .

only a vague sympathy that he offers, unfortified

by the clear and strong intellectual support h"
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might so easily bring to their cause. He is un

derstood to favor the establishment of powers of

direct legislation as a check upon the disloyalty of

representatives to their constituents; but he has

not distinguished himself as an advocate of this

reform, which has come to be a veritable touch

stone of democracy. -

So much reserve on the live issues of democ

racy, though easily accounted for as the tempera

mental qualities of a modest statesman of tran

scendent abilities and profound democratic senti

ments, discourage every hope of Mr. Shepard's

*ing accepted generally as a democratic leader.

+

In conjunction with that reserve on the issues

ºf democracy, Mr. Shepard's place on the legal

staff of the Pennsylvania Railroad appears to

have made him impossible as a leader on the

*mocratic fighting line. We are not stating our

wishes, but the fact.

So far as he is known outside the circle of his

fiends, Mr. Shepard is distrusted by the Inter

* because they know something of his democ

tºy, and by the masses because they know some

thing of his corporate connections. Consequently,

* * candidate for office, he has been the easiest

Hind of target for crooked agents of the Inter

º, those who are what the uninformed suppose

Mr. Shepard to be. Corporation tools themselves,

shameless ones, they point in scorn at him as “a

"Tºration lawyer,” knowing that this cannot

hurt them with the corporations, for the corpora

"is can see them wink ; but that it will hurt him

with the People. And it does. He and his friends

" deny; they can only explain.

+.

º have said that a miracle alone can restore

* Pºsibility of Mr. Shepard's leadership in

:* and this we repeat while regretting the

º "racle might take either of two forms.

far* would be a public enlightenment so

trati ºg and intense that Mr. Shepard's demo

º "thusiasms would be manifest in spite

theº and of his corporate connections;

democº Mr. Shepard's abandonment of his

º, reserve, and his substitution, without
0ſ a g . election to office, of the people in place

in." * utility corporation as his principal

º º: is not at all likely to take the first

tº in the second, an example, not necessarily

fouº but by way of suggestion, may be

"" the career of Louis D. Brandeis.

“CALGARY MUNICIPAL.”

San Francisco will soon have a street railway

line owned by the people and operated by the

people, which is, as you have read, a “dangerous

innovation.” -

No other American city is rushing into that

brand of what American street railway monopo

lists call “socialism.” But Calgary, the largest

city of Alberta, and Edmonton, the capital of

Alberta, have already “rushed” into it—and the

people like it.

Yet they are not Socialists. Even the most

conservative business men of Calgary and Edmon

ton see nothing alarming in municipal ownership

of street railways, water and electric light and

power plants. It seems natural to them, for those

cities have never known the thrilling joy of being

taxed by private owners of public municipal func

tions. -

+

The American monopolists fire rockets, put tor

pedoes on the track, and swing red lanterns to

warn us against the “dangers” of public owner

ship of public utilities. But in Calgary and Ed

monton the street railways, water plants and elec

tric light and power plants, unlike our public

utility corporations, own no mayors, no members

of city councils, employ no political bosses, play

no tricks in politics, hire no lawyers to pollute the

public service, have no secret ownership of news

papers. On the other hand the people of the two

cities thrive and are happy. They get good serv

ice at reasonable rates, and the employes of those

publicly owned utilities are not compelled to work

more than nine hours a day—and are otherwise

treated like real human beings.

But of course the Calgary cars are rickety and

the track out of repair, aren’t they? No, the cars

are just as good as the best I have recently seen

in New York, Philadelphia, Cleveland, Toledo,

Detroit, St. Louis, Louisville, Chicago, Milwau

kee, St. Paul or Minneapolis; and compared with

the four-wheel agitators used in Cincinnati they

are as a morris chair to a bucking mule. The

track is in New York Central shape. There are

plenty of cars, and the motormen and conductors

are careful and courteous.

It is a maxim of street railway monopolists that

“public ownership of street railways doesn't pay,”

which means, when the sentence is completed, that

“public ownership of street railways doesn’t pay

private monopolists.” º

*The two words one sees on the publicly owned street

cars in the Alberta city, Calgary.
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That's one reason the people of Edmonton and

Calgary own their street car lines. They seem to

have some prejudice against private monopoly;

and their experience with public ownership shows

that it does pay, not only in money, but in morals.

Their public utilities have never spent a dollar

to corrupt municipal politics.

You may not believe it, but Calgary and Ed

monton don’t know what it means to have a street

car company delegate in a municipal convention

or meeting of any kind—which shows how easily

people can get along without the actual neces

saries of life if they have never had them.

+

Calgary has 40,000 people. Its first street car

was run July 1, 1909, and at the end of the first

six months the system showed a surplus of $6,944

.08; not only showed it, but had it.

In the next twelve months, which ended De

cember 31, 1910, the net surplus was $33,315.28,

after the municipal government had put away

out of the earnings a reserve of $9,370.55, paid

to the general fund $22,500, and put into a con

tingent fund to cover depreciation of plant, etc.,

$10,634.07. So you see how the people of Calgary

are squandering money on a “fad.”

Yet when I asked a conservative business man

in Calgary if there were any sentiment in favor

of private ownership of the street car system—of

selling it to a private corporation—he replied:

“Why, no one here would suggest such a thing.

We are being gouged by private ownership of the

Canadian Pacific, and that’s enough.”

+

For its 18 miles of double track, 18 cars and

all other things the city of Calgary invested $516,

000 in its street railway plant, and the total earn

ings to December 31, 1910, were $214,778.44; that

for the first eighteen months, and the earnings

went right back to the people. That’s the reason

public ownership doesn’t pay the would-be private

monopolist.

“But see how the people are bonded !” a street

car monopolist would exclaim. “They are loaded

down with a debt of almost $13 per capita for

their “fad.’” But are not the stocks and bonds

of a private monopoly a load upon the people?

Do the private monopolists pay the principal and

dividends and interest out of their own pockets?

And would “private capital”—which in this case

means private monopoly—have been content to

stock and bond the street car system of Calgary

at only $516,000? Ever hear of street car monop

olists capitalizing a first-class system at only $28,

667 a mile? Wouldn't they add $71,333 a mile

just to make it “even” and look more business

like, thus “capitalizing” the permit given by the

people for the use of the streets? And then

wouldn’t they say that they shouldn’t be taxed on

the franchise “because it isn't worth anything”?

•k

The people of Edmonton and Calgary have in

operation a plan by which they avoid the payment

of something for nothing to private monopolists,

and at the same time avoid incessant meddling in

municipal politics by professional corruptionists.

W. G. EGGLESTON.

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE

CONGRESSMAN GEORGE IN IDAHO.

Boise, Idaho, Feb. 22.

Another step toward the realization of the single

tax may be credited to the State of Idaho. The

Senate wing of the legislature now in session yes

terday unanimously passed a bill to exempt $200 of

improvements from taxation, and the House wing is

expected to act similarly. Hon. Dow Dunning, mem.

ber of the House from Owyhee county, the father of

the bill, looks for much single tax progress in the

State during the next few years. He counts four out.

and-out single taxers in the Republican legislature,

and a majority of the members of both branches

ready to make advances of some kind. The Demo

cratic Governor, James E. Hawley, is by his own

statement to me, “more than ninety per cent a sin

gle taxer.”

•F

I came to the capital city of Idaho under the lec.

ture management of F. H. Monroe of the Henry

George Lecture Association, and have made six ad

dresses. The most important was in the Pinney

Theater, and the subject “The Single Tax." The

next in importance was in the House chamber at the

capitol, before a joint meeting of the two wings of

the legislature, the subject there being “Direct Leg'

islation.” A large part of the members of House

and Senate attended the single tax lecture and, judg:

ing from the applause, were not frightened by the

most radical sentiment. Mr. Floed, the Governor's

secretary, presided, and spoke as one fully in the

faith.

The address before the legislature was in support

of measures for the Initiative, Referendum and Re

call, introduced by House Member Dunning. They

are with him only means to single tax ends. He

calls himself a farmer, and he does work a little

Idaho irrigated farm. Among other things, he raises

Some of the finest apples I ever saw.

When he first went to the legislature two years

ago he was regarded as a “fool farmer" and *

“crank.” He had had little or no public-speaking

experience and had stage fright for almost half the

session. But at last, driven to desperation by the

heresies uttered and the things done on the legislative

*.

*
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floor, he forgot his timidity and mixed up in debate.

His first attempts to speak were regarded somewhat

as jokes, and his statements were challenged; but he

was so prompt with proofs that he was mighty soon

taken seriously. Then came his turn. With keen

est sense of humor, but utmost outward gravity, he'd

seek chances to read to the chamber appropriate

passages of Adam Smith, John Stewart Mill, “Prog

ress and Poverty,” and The Public. He might

call himself a farmer, but his quotations and his

general stock of information, together with his facil

ity in stating his case, caused him to be regarded as

a man who was not to be trifled with, but on the

contrary treated with the respect due his ability and

transparent sincerity.

In Owyhee County, one of the largest in this large

State, Dow Dunning has been farming and ranching

(or more than thirty years. The railroad, the sheep

and the timber interests are strong there, as else

where in Idaho; but not strong enough to down Dow

Dunning. And he is not a man to be crossed with

impunity. The tale is told of him that in his earlier

days he encountered a “bad man,” who sought a

quartel with the obvious intention of having a pre

ense for killing him. Dunning was unarmed and

*alized his danger. Instead of quailing, however, he

"alked straight up to the bully and said: “I know

"hat you are up to. You want to force me into

* Quartel and have an excuse to kill me. Well, you

might as well have your excuse at Once.” And with

* Dunning struck the other in the face. Instead

" shooting, the bully backed away—awed by the

* courage of the unarmed man.

Dunning received his single tax education from a

fellow farmer, who is also water commissioner, Rob

º B. Wilson of Emmet; and Wilson received his

Tºm G. M. Paulsen, now of Idaho but formerly of the

*30 Single Tax Club. These two men I met

* Pºining in Boise. Dunning is a Republican–

s Republican of the advanced stripe, as may be

º In fact it is difficult to tell his politics from

.." such an advanced Democrat as Judge K. I.

º there are many here like him; while City

White yº Kinyon, City Magistrate Willard

º the Rev. H. L. Pickett of the Unitarian

tºº. (whose wife is the talented Anita

Itº . are among Dunning's intimates.

active ...” be recorded that two of the most

ºbj for this brand of single-tax-Republi

estate °y in Idaho are Curtis F. Pike, a real

* In Boise, and Edward Stein, a large landºwner in and about Boise. 3. g

HENRY GEORGE, JR.

+ + +

9N THE TRAIL of THE "BEGGAR

KNIGHT.”

Topeka, Feb. 26.

º: but the most humiliating news

*as. The ºs the political situation in Kan

amendment; º defeated the direct legislation

ºtel. This *: bill to submit it getting only 23

fident itº two less than we had been con

* the floor in ...” The arguments of Senators

* faith, and ºl of submitting it, lacked force

On the part f "9m this resulted much confidence

* * distinguished attorneys who were

opposing it. They blossomed out in a regular flower

garden of skilfully worded distrust of the people,

and dread of What would result to the temperance

and morals of the citizens of Kansas if they were

placed in the position which it is fair to presume Was

the one in the minds of the men who conceived the

ideal of American government.

To listen to the effusions of those attorneys, and

to note the complete uselessness of logic, was in

deed a punishment for a pure democrat. And it Was

one which is deserved too, I regret to say. What

have we done to show the folks in Kansas Who

labor 10 or 12 hours a day in order to sustain life,

the fundamental principle of direct legislation? For

another two years privileged business is safe. I

hope that the whip this really is to some of us, may

urge us to organize to prevent such another fiasco.

+

Have you noticed the diplomatic ease with which

a child can turn the conversation from a subject

that reflects upon his conduct, to one that has an

entrancing interest both for himself and his men

tor? In this I find that I can pattern my conduct

after the example of those eminent professors, those

educators unsurpassed, the children.

I have been drunk, blind drunk, and I have been

glad of it, too, for the last two days. Agd the joy of

it is that today, instead of the headache customary

after such orgies, I am the possessor of a head com

forted by a memory that will never die. There is no

ache to me; the air is redolent with confident hope,

based upon most encouraging facts.

Now the champagne in this case was Mr. Joseph

Fels. I used before 1893 to have a very exalted

opinion of Pomery Greno (extra sec.); I never have

tasted it since then, but when someone else paid for

it, it used to seem to me to be a very pretty nectar.

Xverything becomes pale and insipid, however, if you

compare it with this remarkable and unturning man.

Through the very able efforts of a scholar, I have

together with others got some sort of picture, right

or wrong, of that remarkable Israelitish Prophet Eli

jah. H is indeed a great scene when Elijah calls to

the prophets of Baal: “Cry aloud, for he is a god;

either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is on

a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must

be awakened.” It is not a whit the less striking to

see this man Fels, mounted upon a soap box, oblivious

to everything but the principle of justice, without

thought of the consequences, as that expression is

commonly used,—hold up to scorn the idols of per

sonal property taxation, of income and inheritance

taxation, of charitable giving, of orthodox religion,

as remedies for the brutal poverty of a civilization

whose progress in the industrial arts should make

want unknown. It is good—even when he hits

one—to see what a man can do, if he dare to be com

pletely driven by Jehovah, by the natural laws of

God.

I heard him at a supper of a New Era club; I

heard him in the Jewish Temple of Kansas City; I

heard him before the City Club, and I heard him be

fore a charitable institution for looking after or

phans. There was no change in a single item of

his conduct. At all those places he recognized Je

hovah alone; and in scorn he called upon us, asking
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if we single taxers, or we givers of charity, or we

orthodox Christians, thought our gods slept.

Single taxers did say to me that Mr. Fels was

not explicit enough. To this I replied by asking

them had they missed a single word he said, and

they were silent. Two socialists said he was absurd,

and then began laboriously to combat the stinging

remark that “socialism is a state of mind,” and to

affirm that socialists also see the importance of the

land question. Men who did not declare their par

ticular god, said to me that this had been a novel

experience for them, and their faces showed that

they were going to carry it around for some time

to COme.

This man Fels turns neither to right nor to left;

he begrudges himself the smallest unnecessary ex

pense; the money could be used to help U"Ren in

Oregon, or John Z. White in Rhode Island. He

neither recognizes fatigue nor convention, but like

Elijah has no other thought than the destruction of

false gods and their prophets, and the Setting up as

the sole controller of social destiny, the single tax in

its fullness.

+

For several years I have been writing to my “Beg

gar Knight.” His photograph up beside Henry George

and Tom L. Johnson and “John Z.” and Bigelow, looks

at me now. I saw and spoke to him for the first

time on Friday evening, and behold he had but

stepped down from my wall and begun to speak

longer letters than he writes, begging us to increase

our satisfaction by larger giving.

My brothers, this chain by which we are bound;

this Jehovah which we do, or do profess, to wor

ship; this understanding of the natural laws of God

which Henry George has left us, it is a possession

like unto no other which I have seen in this world.

To understand this Jehovah, is to know Daniel Kie

fer before you ever see him. And to see Daniel

Kiefer, and to find that this is so, is to add cubits to

one's joy in living.

When a man has spent time in the society of

Berens of England, of Fels of Philadelphia, or Kiefer

of Cincinnati, he has become much older, though un

conscious of the fact. Each is as different from the

other as well may be. But each knows no God,

Serves no God, but the great Jehovah; and the life

of each is untiring service of the only God.

+

Well, and I have a little headache, too. I am

convinced that those of us who do recognize Jehovah,

have work to do. It makes my head ache trying to

plan how I shall do it; that is, what lies in my road.

When a man has seen Kiefer and heard Fels, this

should stick in his mind. The Fels Fund is the best

solution of how to use our energy to hasten the

coming of economic justice. I was appalled to learn

how little had been raised for the fund from single

taxers. I fairly gasped as I saw how great were the

needs of the men in Oregon, where our hope is the

brightest. I am going to saddle up and follow my

“Beggar Knight.” I am going to become despotic

in soliciting dollars for that “dynamite scatterer” to

Inatch Withal.

A MONOPOLY-WALLED TOWN.

San Diego, Cal., Feb. 19.

Returning to Los Angeles, a distance of 128 miles,

from the Fels-Spreckles 50-year street car franchise

fight,” I traveled with a railroad officer whom I over.

heard defending Mr. Fels' position on the land ques.

tion. We became interested in each other when he

learned that I had been in the “scrimmage” in San

Diego. “Along here,” he said, “I will show you

something.” We were skirting the ocean to our left

With the Coast Mountains to the east of us.

“Right here,” he began, “just north of San Diego,

and stretching eastward some thirty-five miles to

Temecula, then extending northward to Santa Ana,

is about 96 miles of the most beautiful land and

climate in the world, owned by six men. These six

men sub-let the land to tenants who make all im

provements, pay a quarter rental, and the improve.

ments revert to the owner at the expiration of the

leases. This which we are passing through is the

Santa Marguerita ranch, 268,000 acres, 'owned' by

Jerome O'Neil, and sub-let to tenants. It extends

from this little town of Oceanside to Temecula—

about 35 miles east, and then far enough north to

take in the amount.”

Farther north he pointed out Irvine's San Joaquin

ranch with its 110,000 acres just south of Santa Ana.

Scattered between these were some 50,000 acres

belonging to Foster and Molten. The rest of the

96 miles belonged to the two other fellows. He did

not recall their names—a man down here who only

has ten or fifteen thousand acres is hardly worth

remembering. -

“There,” he said, “is Magee's ranch, sub-let to

him. He has been there twenty-two years and is

no better off than when he first came. He is rep

resentative of the great majority of the renters on

these big estates.”

During the ride I had shown to me the territory

where 16,000 acres of beans had been planted and

harvested last year. There had been an average

of sixteen 100-lb. sacks to the acre, or 256,000 sacks

(25,600,000 pounds), of which one-quarter, or 64,000

sacks (6,400,000 pounds), marketed at 4% cents per

pound, meant $288,000 that year in rent to the “own

ers” who, by holding the title, kept the land from

slipping into the sea. Holding the title and receiv

ing the rent was all they did!

From the remainder the cost of plowing, planting,

cultivating, harvesting and marketing had to be paid

before there was anything left for the “farmer who

farmed the farm” instead of farming the farmer.

This bean affair is only a small part of the great

6.EORGE HUGHES.

income from these ranches. The hill and mountain

side was dotted in many places with cattle, horses,

sheep and hogs chewing the rich grass into tons of

silver and gold for tribute to the title holders. Hay,

grain, town sites and such things also belong to

them.

“The rental figures that I have given you,” said

my informant, “show the returns on this 16,000 acres

of bean land to be $18 per acre per year, or 5 per

cent on $360 per acre for the entire 16,000 acres. I

wonder what taxes they pay on this $2,160,000 of

land value which is probably not more than 2 per

*See this volume of The Public, page 180.
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cent of the holdings of those six men!” “This,” he

resumed, “is the condition of the country north and

east of San Diego. To the south is Mexico; to the

"est the Pacific. The city itself, with some 40,000

People, thoroughly monopoly ridden, by a vote of

"9 to one gives a 50-year cinch on its streets and

*ēnues of approach to its chief monopolists, and

*s up its God-built natural harbor and places

the Cork in the hands of Special privilege. Fels and

*PPs, the champions of popular liberty, this city

*down just as the Panama canal is about to pour

***m of population and wealth along the coast. I

tº: capitalist of brains will care to invest

Self-res Vancouver and Los Angeles to the north.

minerº workingmen will shun it as an Idaho

Diego . the bull-pen. In its recent action San

That ºº the death knell to its progress.”

appears to e way he put it and that is the way it

in the ...” of us. But a slumbering giant is

neither the i and his awakening bodes good to

monopoly Slothful slave nor the crafty master of

Pºly in the near future.

EDMUND Norton.

+ + +

SEATTLE *

Seattle, February 22.

last year the people of Seattle

r amendment which provides for a

There

consisted of

at large and one from each of the

ºncil is to c Under the new amendment the

* city at lar °nsist of nine members chosen from

The first. at a non-partisan election.

ºur March 7 °tion under this amendment is to oc

*Partisan" **d candidates were nominated at a

Eighteen ºld.” election held February 21.

*ction and fr **tes were nominated in the primary

The mi.". these nine are to be elected.

Many of the Ca Campaign was intensely interesting.

through jºidates advertised themselves wide

ted circulars and the advertising col

In March of

*d a charte
modified

"m or commission gorvernment.

ºlore the city" -

(Our wimmº’ s legislative body

fourteen Wards

mns of the

"sanizations *wspapers. All manner of clubs and

*tigating, ºr. *re formed for the purpose of in

ing ‘andidates. *s-examining, reporting on or indors

tent was a Of these probably the most prom

Relected by *tizen's Committee of 150 personally

chiefly of few active citizens and consisting

"unicipal ...table business men. The Seattle

tºugh not a *ership League has taken an active

--- $9nspicuous part in the campaign. A

*ctive organization for testing and

*attle Quiz §. qualifications of candidates is the

thecam.º. This organization invited all

*tion by m before it to submit to cross-examin

*m to the ge °rs of an audience, meetings being

respond. ...ºeral public. Forty of the candidates

tree to det.* were passed upon by a ref

clear and. whether they were proper, fair,

m º The referee selected was Prof.

“conomy o * of the department of political

"uthor ot that e University of Washington and

"The Spirit Very excellent democratic text book,

T- " * the American Government." Ques.

"See T -
he Public, this volume, pages 151, 156.

tions and answers were taken by a stenographer

and preserved for future reference.

Despite the fact that the local newspapers com

pletely ignored the existence of this organziation it

held seven meetings, attracted large crowds and did

effective work in disclosing the weak points in the

political armor of many of the candidates. At the

closing meeting of the congress a straw vote was

taken for the purpose of testing the sentiment of

those in attendance.

The various political clubs of the city put out

º advisory ballots, as have also each of the three daily

newspapers and many churches and church organ

izations. Needless to say no two of the ballots were

the same, although there was a rough division of

the sheep from the goats. The Royal Arch, an or

ganization of liquor dealers, put out a so-called

“Taxpayers' Ticket,” though the source of its in

spiration has been pretty generally exploited.

Mayor Geo. W. Dilling, who was chosen to suc

ceed Hiram Charles Gill in the recall election of

February 7 and was inaugurated February 11, has

inspired widespread confidence. His first act was

to remove Chief of Police C. W. Wappenstein, whose

management of his department had brought so

much reproach on the Gill administration. In Wap

penstein's place Mayor Dilling appointed Claude G.

Bannack, a captain in the department, who has won

recognition for ability and integrity. Mayor Dilling

gave Chief Bannack a blanket order to enforce the

law and clean up the town, and the work is being

done with vigor and spirit.

The second act of Mayor Dilling was the removal

of Superintendent Richard M. Arms of the lighting

department, who was under widespread popular sus

picion of having administered his department in the

interests of a private competing lighting company.

JOE SMITH.

news Narrative."

To use the reference figures of this Department for
obtaining continuous news narratives:

Observe the reference figures in any article: tºur back to the page

they indicate and find there the next preceding article, on the same

subject, observe the reference figures in that article, and turn back

as before; continue until you come to the earliest article on the sub

ject; then retrace your course through the indicated pages, reading

each article in chronological order, and you will have a continuous
news narrative of the subject from its historical beginnings to date.

Week ending Tuesday, February 28, 1911.

The Chicago Primaries.

At the direct primaries in Chicago on the 28th

(pp. 148, 171), the following vote on Mayoral can

didates is reported:

Democratic. Hepublican.

Harrison . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55,069 Merriam . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54,228

Dunne . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53,513 Thompson . . . . . . . . . . . 26, 108

Graham . . . . . . . . . . . . . .38,541 Smulski . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24, 167

Murray . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,823

Scully . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,210

The nominees for Mayor, therefore, of the Demo

cratic and the Republican parties are Carter H.

Harrison and Charles E. Merriam, respectively.
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The Socialist and the Prohibition nominees, both

unopposed, are respectively Rodriguez and Bru
baker. -

+

At the meeting of the auditing committee on

the 25th, composed of F. G. Hopp (representing

the Federation of Labor), Prof. J. H. Wigmore

(representing the Municipal Voters' League) and

W. H. Roberts, an accountant chosen by the other

two, all the contesting candidates submitted their

books and vouchers, except Harrison, Scully and

Graham. The committee reported the receipts and
disbursements in substance as follows:

Dis- Obli

Receipts. bursements. gations.

Dunne ............... $10,918 $10,242.17 $1,349.70

Merriam . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30,767 22,451.63 9,890.00

Thompson . . . . . . . . . . . None 16,228.07 None

Smulski . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,445 6,091.85 5,582.00

Murray .............. None 364.00 1,548.00

The committee say:

We find that the following lists of collections on

account of subscriptions to the campaign fund of

the several candidates are in accordance with the

records presented for our examination by the rep

resentatives of these candidates. From the nature

of the case, no other evidence available to the com

mittee could be expected. The disbursements

shown have been verified in total, and also sub

stantially as regards classification, by reference to

check stubs, original checks and invoices, submitted

to us. We have no means of determining the cor

rectness of the statements made as to the amount

of unpaid bills or other liabilities of the candidates

at this time.

When the audit committee had dissolved, Prof.

Wigmore said:

The committee has not discussed the propriety of

any items of expense nor the refusal of other can

didates to submit accounts. Now that the commit

tee has disbanded, I am at liberty to say that the

holding back of Candidates Harrison and Graham

is open to severe censure and that the public is

entitled to infer that the facts of their expenses

will not bear disclosure. This is the same rule we

all apply in business and in courts of justice. If

there has been no expense which was improper

there is nothing to conceal. The public is, in my

opinion, justified in suspecting that these candidates

have something to conceal. Besides, their refusal

was unfair in contrast to the straightforward exhi

bition of accounts by other candidates. These can

didates placed themselves in the power of the pub

lic to criticise their expenses; the refusal of the

other two was thus calculated to give themselves

an unfair advantage. This is not a manly way of

playing the game,

Mr. Hopp, chairman of the committee, said:

I believe that the public demands and ought to

have complete publicity. Candidates who decline

to afford it, when every facility is offered, must take

the consequences if the public distrusts them.

Tom L. Johnson and Ohio Politics.

Regarding Ohio and Cleveland politics the

Cleveland Plain Dealer of the 22d reported that—

organization Democrats talked fall campaign plans

at their meeting last night, when they indorsed

Gov. Harmon for President in 1912. Newton D.

Baker told the organization that Tom L. Johnson

... would be the Democratic standard bearer next

November. Baker brought word to the ward lead.

- ers and precinct committeemen that Johnson is

º steadily gaining and that indications unquestionably

pointed to him as the Democratic nominee for .

Mayor. In the fact of the City Solicitor's strong

declaration the rank and file offered no open con

tradiction, but nevertheless a majority of the organ

ization are firmly convinced that Johnson will de

cline the nomination and that then Baker himself

will be compelled, much against his personal wish,

to accept the burden of leading the party. The in

dorsement of Gov. Harmon, judged by the amount

of argument involved, was the least important ques

tion falked over.

+ +

Defeat of the Referendum in Kansas.

After the defeat in the Kansas Senate of the

first proposed amendment providing for direct leg.

islation in that State (p. 156), the progressives of

both parties in the House adopted another meas:

ure. Governor Stubbs, William Allen White of

the Emporia Gazette, and George J. King, the

last the lecturer of the National Referendum

League, were active in securing this measure. But

in the Senate it fell 4 votes short of the necessary

two-thirds, receiving 23 to 15. Its defeat is

charged to the hostility of Standpat Republicans,

who thereby repudiated their party platforms. The

vote was on the question of submitting the amend

ment to the people.

+ +

The Tax Question in Maine.

A bill for the separation of site values from im

provement values for taxing purposes, is pending

in the legislature of Maine (vol. xiii, p. 926), the

history of which is reported as follows: Four

years ago a commission was appointed to investi

gate and report regarding the tax code. Among

other things they recommended (vol. x, p. 564:

vol. xii, pp. 170, 171) that the value of land and

buildings be separately recorded by the assessors,

and that the State tax be apportioned among the

towns and cities according to their land values.

The former recommendation failed because there

was no support when it came up for a hearing, and

the latter through the opposition of the farm and

timber land interests. At the last election a num

ber of single taxers were elected to the legislature.

As soon thereafter as possible the Maine Tax Re

form League was organized, and a bill to provide

for the separation of values by the State and local

assessors was prepared and introduced. After the
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hearing February 16th, the legislative committee

unanimously voted to report that the bill “ought

tº pass.” In its final form the bill specifies that

the assessors “shall estimate and record separate

ly the value of the land, exclusive of buildings

º improvements, in each parcel of real
estate.”

+ +

Single Tax Work in Massachusetts.

A conference of the Massachusetts Single Tax

League was held in Tremont Temple, Boston, on

the ºnd, at which James R. Carret, the president,

Pºsided. Prof. Lewis J. Johnson, of Harvard,

ºffered a resolution urging upon the legislature the

pºsage of House bill No. 365 (pp. 52, 74, 179) or

its substantial equivalent, providing for the estab

ºnent of the Initiative and Referendum in the

"immonwealth. He said he believed the House of

Representatives would give the necessary two-thirds

* in favor of the proposed Constitutional

amendment, but that the matter must come up for

**ºnd vote before being submitted to the people

and therefore the real struggle would comé next

*ar. There was more danger in the Senate, he

*ght, although only a majority vote is needed

in that body. Prof. Johnson felt, as reported by

the Bºston Globe, that it is of the

most importance and necessity to “play politics”

*"ttle by sending men of real power and influence,

* Who are students of political economy and

*holars in the science of true democracy, to the

"mbers of the legislature and acquainting them

with the facts and urging them to vote for the rights

of the people.

Prºf. Johnson's resolution was adopted; and soon

thereafter a message from Gov. Foss, thanking the

*gue for its stand for the Initiative and Refer

ºdum, was received. The secretary, Edwin

Thalher Clark, then offered a resolution com

º; the Mayor of Boston for recommending

º º Governor of the Commonwealth to favor

iº as may be needed to secure more

º i ...tiºn the large value attaching to land

WàS irect results of public expenditure, which

ºl. In connection with Mr. Clark's res

sisti resident Carret advised that the Mayor be

knºwn º supported by reporting every instance

º Property escaping taxation. Canadian

olution. Was endorsed by the adoption of a res

the . Robert B. Capon, substantially quoting

§§§e of Lloyd George, the Liberal leader
in the British Parliament, as follows:

W * - -

º: that the proposed Canadian reciprocity

it will be .S been negotiated, and heartily trust

regard it as ºed to a Successful conclusion. We

immense strid great triumph for common sense, an

incalculable : in the cause of free trade and an

of the Engli °p toward fraternity and co-operation

*h-speaking family.
C. B. F.

latingº urged the gathering of facts re

* Working of the Single Tax in towns,

cities and countries, and said that this was now

being done in the Canadian northwest under the

patronage of the railroads. His remarks were in

connection with a declaration of the League dated

February 14, that it—

wishes to announce to members and friends the

revision of the constitution of the League, under

taken for the purpose of making the League an

effective organization in the cause of land-value tax

ation. Events during the past two years indicate

a widespread and rapidly growing sentiment in

favor of the taxation of land values, and the ex

emption of industry from tax burdens. The British

budget of 1910 embodied a measure of land-value

taxation and more is promised. The Canadian

cities of Victoria, Vancouver, Prince Rupert, Cal

gary and Edmonton have adopted the single tax for

municipal purposes with the expected satisfactory

results. Oregon last November adopted an amend

ment to her Constitution providing for county Op

tion in taxation, and there is good reason to believe

several counties will adopt the single tax at the

next election. In Massachusetts the time seems

ripe for effective work to secure this vital reform.

A necessary basis for effective work by the League

is a strong active membership. The League plans

to open a vigorous educational campaign with the

purpose of securing as soon as possible such Con

stitutional amendments and legislation as may be

necessary to set the single Tax in operation "

Massachusetts.

The conference had been opened by the Rey. Dan
iel Roy Freeman of Braintree with an address on

“The Aims and Means of Progress.” -

+ +

The Fels Single Tax Tour.

Joseph Fels and Daniel Kiefer (p. 180) were

at Grand Junction, Colo., on the 19th, where Mr.

Fels was met by a large audience whose attention

he held to the end, and was greeted by an enthu
siastic reception at the close of the meeting. The

next stop of importance was Denver, and then
Kansas City, St. Louis, Chicago and South Bend.

+ +

The Mexican Revolution.

The insurrection in Mexico (p. 181) continues

to flourish. According to a dispatch of the 37th

from Douglas, Ariz., 300 insurrectos had captured

the town of Fronteras, south from Douglas acrºss

the border. The town was defended by fifteen civ

ilian soldiers, and five of the revolutionists. Were

killed. Dr. Vasquez Gomez, head of the confiden

tial agency representing the revolutiºnary party

at Washington, announced on the 26th that he

had received from the Diaz government indirect

peace overtures. Dr. Gomez, who was for a long
time the family physician of President Diaz, and

who was, in the last election, candidate for the

vice-presidency of Mexico on the same ticket as
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Francisco I. Madero (vol. xiii, pp. 613, 1114), the

candidate for President, declared the provisional

government would not “undertake any negotia

tions of peace except under the condition that the

delegates shall be legally and fully authorized

with written powers.” He added that it was

further desired by the revolutionists that the ar

rangement for peace negotiations “should be pub

lished and recognized by the federal government

officially.” These steps, he explained, were neces

sary because of the repudiation by the federal

government of connection with the peace confer

ence arranged by Governor Sanchez last Novem

ber.

+, +

Canadian Reciprocity.

In the Dominion Parliament at Ottawa on the

22nd, an amendment to the act approving the

reciprocity agreement with the United States (pp.

170, 181), made by F. D. Monk, the leading

“French nationalist,” accepted by Sir Wilfrid

Laurier, the premier, and adopted without dis

sent, declared that with a view to dispelling the

feeling of unrest created in Canada by comments

made in the United States and Canada as to the

political consequences of the agreement, the House

wished to affirm emphatically its determination to

preserve intact the bonds which unite Canada to

the British Empire, and the full liberty of Canada

to control her fiscal policy and internal autonomy.

In speaking on the subject the mover of the reso

lution explained that in Canada, the United States

and Great Britain, some public men and a part of

the press had stated that annexation was bound

to follow reciprocity; but he believed there was no

genuine annexation sentiment in Canada, and that

a statement to that effect should be formally made.

The Premier said that there was not one man on

his side in the House who has ever thought of any

such thing as annexation. “But,” he added, “if it

is necessary in order to strengthen the wavering

faith of the honorable gentleman opposite I have

no objection to accepting the motion.”

+

The agreement was reported out of the finance

committee of the United States Senate (p. 181)

on the 24th without recommendation. The vote

in committee was 7 to 6 against a favorable report

and 7 to 6 against an unfavorable one. So the

measure comes back to the Senate without recom

mendation. The following members of the com

mittee voted for the measure: Lodge, Penrose,

Cullom and Flint, Republicans, and Money and

Stone, Democrats; those who voted the other way

were Burrows, Hale, McCumber and Smoot, Re

publicans, and Bailey, Taliaferro and Simmons,

Democrats. On a motion to make an adverse re

port Senator Smoot saved the measure.

The British Parliament.

The measure for the abrogation of the Lords'

veto, which Mr. Asquith introduced in the British

House of Commons on the 21st with an uncom

promising speech (p. 181), provides in substance,

as to money bills, that—

if having been passed by the House of Commons,

and sent up to the House of Lords at least one

month before the end of the session, the bill is not

passed by the House of Lords without amendment

within one month after it is so sent up, it shall, unless

the House of Commons direct to the contrary, be

presented to His Majesty and become an act of

Parliament on the Royal assent being signified, not

withstanding that the House of Lords has not con

sented to the bill.

A money bill is described as one which—

in the opinion of the Speaker of the House of Com

mons, contains only provisions dealing with all or

any of the following subjects, namely: the imposi

tion, repeal, remission, alteration or regulation of

taxation; charges on the consolidated fund or the

provision of money by Parliament; supply; the ap

propriation, control or regulation of public money;

the raising or guarantee of any loan or the repay

ment thereof; or matters incidental to those sub

jects or any of them. No amendment to a money

bill which, in the opinion of the Speaker of the

House of Commons, prevents the bill retaining such

a character will be permitted.

As to other than money bills, the measure provides

in substance that—

if it is passed by the House of Commons in three

successive sessions (whether of the same Parlia

ment or not) and, having been sent up to the House

of Lords at least one month before the end of the

session, is rejected by the House of Lords in each

of those sessions, that bill shall, on its rejection

for the third time by the House of Lords, unless the

House of Commons direct to the contrary, be pre

sented to His Majesty and become an act of Parlia

ment on the Royal assent being signified thereto

notwithstanding that the House of Lords has not

consented to the bill. Two years must elapse, how

ever, between the date of the first introduction of

the bill in the Commons and the date on which it

passes the House of Commons for the third time.

Provision also is made for the amendment of meas

ures during the time they may be pending, and the

bill also describes what may be regarded as the re

jection of bills by the Lords.

Other clauses of the act provide that—

“nothing in this act shall diminish or qualify the ex

isting rights and privileges of the House of Com

mons,” and that “five years shall be substituted for

seven years as the time fixed for the maximum

duration of Parliament under the septennial act of

1715.”

+

After debate the measure passed its first read

ing in the Commons on the 22nd, by 351 to ???—

a majority of 124.
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Austen Chamberlain announced his intention of

moving, at second reading of the bill, an amend

ment welcoming the introduction of a bill for the

reform of the House of Lords, but declining to

sanction a measure placing all legislative authority

in the hands of a single chamber; and on the same

day in the House of Lords, Lord Lansdowne, the

opposition leader in that House, gave notice of a

bill for the reform of the House of Lords, but noth

ing is yet known of the contents of his proposed

bill. It is understood, however, that he will pro

pose not only to alter the constitution but the pow

ers of the upper chamber, and that an attempt will

be made to send his bill to the House of Commons

before or at the same time the House of Commons

sends the veto bill to the Lords.

+

Debate on second reading of the Asquith bill

began in the Commons on the 27th. -

+

Lord Lansdowne promises to introduce a bill for

the reconstitution of the Lords, which will make their

chamber representative of national - thought. How

ever, unless it offers something less charged with

wealth and privilege than have been previous plans

emanating from the Lords it is hardly likely to de

feat the movement now tending strongly toward

what is practically one chamber rule.—Chicago Daily

News of February 24, 1911.

Cartoon from Reynolds's Newspaper (London) for

November 27, 1910.

FOOLING THE JURY.

-ºšTº
ºr wºuv's

cºnvictions

º

The Criminal (to his counsel):

Balfour, I know very well, as you say, I've got no

defense—I've been caught red-handed an' convicted

so often. So wot we've got to do is to fool the jury

“Now, look 'ere,

somehow: Bluff 'em. Tell 'em if they'll let me orf

this time I'll reform meself!”

Balfour (the counsel): “Well, it's too funny for

words, but still we'll try it!”

The French Ministry Resigns.

The French Premier, Mr. Briand, and his min

istry, resigned on the 27th. Aristide Briand be

came Premier July 24, 1909 (vol. xii, p. 730).

He resigned November 2, 1910 (vol. xiii, p. 1071),

and at the solicitation of President Fallières im

mediately formed a new cabinet which was

believed to be stronger than the first (vol. xiii, p.

107.1). Of socialistic affiliations, Mr. Briand has

found it difficult to satisfy the demands of the so

cialists. The present resignation is due to the small

ness of the vote of confidence—a bare majority of

16—received by the government in the Chamber

of Deputies on the 24th, following an arraignment

of the Premier by Louis Malvy and Paul Meunier,

radical socialists, on the charge of not continuing

to press the anti-clerical laws, although Mr.

Briand was himself the originator of the laws for

the separation of the Church from the French

state.

- •k +

China Makes Conciliatory Response to Russia.

The Russian government announces that

China's answer to four out of the six points in the

Russian note relative to the treaty of 1881 (p.

181) is satisfactory, and that the remaining two

can be adjusted without difficulty; and that conse

quently the threatened military demonstration

against China (p. 181) has been abandoned.

+ +

New Japanese-American Treaty.

A new treaty with Japan was ratified by the

Senate on the 24th, President Taft having trans

mitted it to that body on the 21st. This treaty

provides for commercial and personal intercourse,

guards the personal rights of the citizens of each

country in the other, provides for consular ap

pointments, regulates import duties, deals with

corporations, confers certain patent protection, and

stipulates for privileges of most favored nation.

It supersedes the treaty of 1894, which was not to

expire until July, 1912. The provision of the old

treaty regarding labor immigration from Japan

is omitted from the new one. Washington dis

patches enumerate advantages to the United

States as follows:

1. The United States will secure the perpetuation

of the passport arrangement of 1907 through diplo

matic notes and feels able therefore to dispense with

that stipulation in the treaty of 1894 regarding immi

gration which expressed a potential right that never

was exercised. This stipulation, it was pointed out

to-day, will not impair the inherent and sovereign

rights of the United States to legislate on the subject

of immigration should it so desire.

2. The industrial and artistic as well as property

rights of Americans will be protected. The diplo

matic exchange in recent years covering the rights of

American patents and copyrights are embodied now

in a treaty.
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3. The United States will continue to receive

“favored nation” treatment in whatever revision of

the tariff Japan may undertake in the future.

+

The day before ratification the California Sen

ate unanimously adopted a resolution urging that

the treaty be not ratified without assurance that

“Japan will enforce regulations restricting emi

gration to the United States of such subjects as

are inimical to our Western civilization,” for “less

than this will inflame the public mind all along

the Pacific coast and may lead to a condition that

will be deplored by those desirous of preserving

amity and good will between the United States

and Japan.”

NEWS NOTES

—Ex-President Roosevelt made eight speeches in

Chicago on Washington's birthday.

—William Jennings Bryan made three speeches

at St. Louis on Washington's birthday.

—A woman suffrage amendment in Iowa came

within 7 votes of adoption in the House on the 23rd,

after adoption by the Senate.

—Edward M. Shepard withdrew his candidacy

from the New York contest for United States Sena

tor (pp. 51, 58) in a letter of the 26th to Montgom

ery Hare.

—The special “outer harbor” committee of the Chi

cago Association of Commerce decided on the 27th

to report “that there should be an outer harbor,”

and “that the harbor should be publicly, not privately

Owned.”

—The Dominion government of Canada decided

on the 24th to stop immigration of Negroes from

the United States. At the boundary near Manitoba

a party which intended to go to western Canada was

detained on that day.

—Revolution is in progress in Paraguay. Mr.

Gondra, who was forced out of the presidency in

January (p. 86) by Colonel Jara, minister of war, is

leading the movement against Mr. Ortiz, who was

made president by Colonel Jara.

—The preliminary appropriation for the fortifica

tion of the Panama Canal (p. 61), advocated by

President Taft, ex-President Roosevelt and William

Randolph Hearst, was carried in the lower House

of Congress on the 25th by 123 to 81.

—A suit was begun by the United States on the

27th in the Federal court at Denver to recover coal

land holdings of the Colorado Fuel and Iron Com

pany in Las Animas County, Colorado—about 5,800

acres—as having been obtained by fraud, deceit and

conspiracy.

—Two thousand women, including advocates and

opponents of woman suffrage, marched up Beacon

Hill to the Statehouse, Boston, on the 23rd for a

hearing on votes for women before a legislative

committee. John Weaver Sherman conducted the

nearing for the suffragists; the opposition was led

by Charles R. Saunders and Professor William T.

Sedgwick.

—The treatment of military prisoners by the gov

ernment of Haiti, in connection with the current

revolutionary movement (p. 157), has been made

the subject of protest to the Haitian government

by Great Britain and the United States.

—In a most sweeping decision ever made in the

history of the Interstate Commerce Commission, that

body on the 23rd denied even the slightest advance

in any of the rates which the railroads have been

contending before it would be necessary to their

continued prosperity.

—Sam Walter Foss, author of the popular poem,

“The Calf Path” (vol. xii, p. 524), died at Somer

ville, Mass., on the 26th, in his 53d year. Mr. Foss

had done much editorial writing and other literary

work, and since 1898 had been librarian of the Som

erville public library. He published “Songs of the

Average Man” and several other books of poems.

—The government of the Commonwealth of Aus

tralia announced its determination on the 27th of

taking drastic action against trusts, whether con

ducted directly or indirectly. The Minister of Trade

and Customs is reported to be consulting with the

Attorney General with a view to bringing the full

force of the present law into operation, and if nec

essary obtaining further legislation.

—Gov. Carroll of Iowa vetoed the Senatorial pri

mary bill (pp. 107, 157) on the 21st as unconstitu

tional, on the ground that it was “an attempt to

accomplish indirectly, something that cannot be

done directly,” being an evasion of the Constitution

of the United States. The bill was like the Oregon

plan (vol. xii, pp. 82, 98), and had passed the Senate

by 32 to 16 and the House by 82 to 18.

—“The Adventures of a Bad Egg” is suggested as

the title of a report which the United States De

partment of Agriculture is preparing. Investiga

tors have pursued eggs from birth, to burial in the

packing house, with the object of determining the

factors causing deterioration. The number of bad

eggs is reported to have been materially reduced as

the result of a year's work of the Department.

—Two hours of debate resulted on the 23rd in

the overwhelming adoption by the State miners'

convention at Springfield, Ill., of five resolutions from

various locals in the State, condemning the action

of the national convention of the United Mine

Workers of America (p. 134), by which John Mitchell

was given the choice of resigning from the Civic Fed

eration or being ousted from the United Mine

Workers of America.

—By a vote of 50 to 37 the Sutherland amendment

to the Constitutional amendment resolution for elec

tion of United States Senators by direct vote of

the people (p. 62) was agreed to in the Senate on

the 24th. The Sutherland amendment provides that

Congress shall prescribe the qualifications of voters

for Senators. On the 28th the amendment came

to a vote in the Senate. It received 54 to 33—a ma

jority of 21, but 4 less than the necessary two-thirds.

—A special railway train from Chicago to Spring

field will be run on the 7th for the purpose of carry

ing woman suffragists to a hearing on the Brown
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equal suffrage bill before the Illinois legislature.

The House committee on elections by a vote of 13

to 7, ordered the Tice woman-suffrage bill to be re

ported to the House without recommendation. It

is identical with the Brown bill in the Senate,

which has been reported favorably (p. 156) by the

Senate elections committee.

—A hearing on woman suffrage was given on the

22nd by the judiciary committees of both houses

of the New York legislature sitting jointly. The

speakers opposed to the measure were Margaret

Doane Gardiner, Margaret C. Cummings, Richard

Barry, Alice Hill Chittenden, and Mrs. William L.

Scott; those favoring the measure were Mrs. W. W.

Penfield, Leonora O'Reilly, Minnie Reynolds, Har

riet Stanton Blatch; Mrs. Vladimir Simkhovitch,

George Creel and Anna Howard Shaw.

—The college women of Chicago have joined the

working women in their effort to have at this session

of the legislature the “ten-hour law” (vol. xiii, p.

393) extended in its application to many more occu

pations. At the instigation of Mrs. Benjamin E.

Page there was held February 23, a mass meeting

of college women, presided over by Mrs. J. S. Black

welder, and addressed by Mrs. Raymond Robins,

Mrs. Frances Squire Potter, Miss Marion McShea,

Miss S. P. Breckinridge and Miss Katherine Coman.

—The monthly statement of the United States

Treasury Department (vol. xiii, p. 1233) for January,

1911, shows the following thus far for the fiscal year

ending June 30, 1911:

Gold reserve fund. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $150,000,000.00

Available cash 85,466,829.00

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $235,466,829.00

On hand at close of last fiscal year, June

30, 1910 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 250,490,783.99

Decrease . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 15,023,954.99

—The future lecture dates of Henry George, Jr.,

(p. 157) so far announced are as follows: March 4,

Great Falls, Mont.; March 5, Great Falls, Mont.;

March 7, Kalispell, Mont.; March 8, Whitefish, Mont.;

March 9, Pullman, Wash.; March 10, Sandpoint, Ida.;

March 11, Nelson, B. C.; March 12, Nelson, B. C.;

March 13, Spokane, Wash.; March 14, Ellensburg,

Wash.; March 15, Seattle, Wash.; March 16, Olym

pia, Wash.; March 17, Tacoma, Wash.; March 18,

Portland, Ore.; March 19, Portland, Ore.; March 20,

Everett, Wash.; March 21, Vancouver, B. C.; March

22, Victoria, B. C.; March 23, New Westminster, B.

C.; March 24, Bellingham, Wash.; March 25, Belling

ham, Wash.; March 26, Bellingham, Wash.; and

March 27, Anacortes, Wash.

-The House of Representatives of Congress

adopted on the 27th a joint resolution looking to an

invesigation of the match trust. The resolution au

thorizes the President to ascertain present condi

tions of manufacture as affecting the health of em

ployes; what substitutes for white phosphorous (p.

109) if any can be found by which dangers can be

minimized, and whether these substitutes are free

from patent control. The President is directed to

report whether this industry is controlled by any

combination or trust.

TAt the direct primary for Councilmen in Seattle

* the 7th (p. 201), the newly enfranchised women

*

voters (p. 134) are reported by the news despatches

to have worked a revolution in politics by defeat

ing all but three candidates who were accused of

being on intimate terms with the late Gill adminis

tration. These three were nominated by so

narrow a margin that it is regarded as almost cer

tain that they will not be among the nine elected

next week. The proportion of women voting at the

primary was larger compared with the total regis

tration than the proportion of men. At the head of

the primary poll was Oliver T. Erickson, a single

tax business man of Seattle, formerly of Minneapo

lis; and Joe Smith is another nominee.

—The Monthly Treasury report of receipts and

disbursements of the Federal government (vol. xiii,

p. 1233), for January, shows the following thus far

for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1911:

Receipts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $393,203,052.34

Disbursements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 398,082,122.91

$ 4,879,070.57

Repayment of unexpended balances. . . . . . . . . 741,846.13

Ordinary deficit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 4,137,224.44

Panama Canal deficit. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22,745,900.88

$ 26,883,125.32

5,455,278.65

-

Grand deficit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 21,427,846.67

Public debt surplus. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Press opinions

A Hint or Two from Bryan.

The Commoner (dem. Dem.), Feb. 24.—A formid

able array of Republicans have attached their names

to the declaration of principles issued by the Pro

gressive Republican League. Read these names

carefully. This declaration of war recalls the fight

commenced in the Democratic party in 1895–sixteen

years ago. Will the progressives succeed in obtain

ing control of the Republican party? We shall see.

They have an Administration to fight, just as the

progressive Democrats had; they have the special

interests to fight, just as the progressive Democrats

had; they have the big newspapers against them,

just as the progressive Democrats had. Let us hope

that the progressives will control both parties and

give the people a chance to win, no matter which

party succeeds. The men who ate and drank and

celebrated at Baltimore should give special atten

tion to the Progressive Republican League. If they

(the Baltimore crowd) succeed in nominating a Wall

Street Democrat and the progressives put up a real

progressive Republican, the Democratic ticket will

come out worse than it did in 1904. Keep your eye

on the progressive Republican League; and, by the

way, is it not about time for the progressive Demo

crats to get to work?

+ +

Farmers and Direct Legislation.

Farm and Fireside (agricultural), Feb. 25.-As a

rising tide, grows the demand for new laws framed

to the end that the people shall rule. Among these

new measures are direct legislation through the Inſ:

tiative, Referendum and Recall. Farmers should
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study these. We believe that nothing can be done

in the way of giving farmers that proper weight in

the government of the nation to which they are en

titled, but which they have never exercised, so ef

fective as the enactment of direct legislation laws.

. In Switzerland there is only one State which

has a political boss. That State is the only one

which has failed to adopt the Initiative and Referen

dum. When every State in our Union has adopted

these tools of democracy there will no longer be

bosses and machines in America.

•k ºr

Some of the Meat in the Cocoanut.

Collier's (ind.), Feb. 25.-Previous to 1901, when

ever the steel business was dull, whenever a situa

tion corresponding to the present existed, the price

of rails, in obedience to the immemorial law of supply

and demand, automatically fell to $24, to $22, even

as late as 1898, to $17. The difference lies, of course,

in the fact that today the steel business is a trust;

ten years ago there was competition. If the price of

steel rails were lowered to $24 a ton, if the ancient

law of supply and demand were permitted to oper

ate, the railroads would profit more than they can

by the increase of freight rates they now demand.

They would need no increase and would ask for none;

indeed, it is more likely they would be reducing

freight rates. The influence which maintains the

price of steel rails at $28, and the influence which de

mands increased freight rates, are one and the same.

The man whose ipse dixit keeps rails at $28 a ton

is J. P. Morgan; the man who demands higher

freight rates is J. P. Morgan.

+ +

Suppression of Truth-telling Magazines.

Farm and Fireside (agricultural), Feb. 25.-There

are sinister influences working to keep from us the

parcels post. There are sinister influences working to

ruin the truth-telling, fearless magazines by raising

their postal rates. There are sinister influences looking

with greedy eyes on water-power, coal and phosphate

lands. Influences like those that said in the days of

the prophet, “My hand hath found as a nest the

riches of the people; and as one that gathereth

eggs that are forsaken have I gathered all the earth;

and there was none that moved the wing, or that

opened the mouth, or chirped' " The only way to

balk these sinister influences is to put ourselves

in the way effectively to move the wing and open

the mouth and chirp against them that seek the riches

of the people “as one gathereth eggs that are for

saken.” Get behind the People's Power movement,

and work for it. Work for popular elections of

United States Senators. Work for the initiative, the

referendum and recall. Work for direct primaries.

Help the cities to get the commission form of gov

ernment. Work for the parcels post. Work against

the muzzling of the magazines.

+ + +

Diana was a huntress,

She early got the habit;

But she never shot a godlet

Thinking he might be a rabbit.

—Chicago Record-Herald.

RELATED THINGS

CONTRIBUTIONS AND REPRINT

A RECESSIONAL.

This poem, written by John W. Bengough of Toronto,

and published locally, was called out by what he calls

the absurd and persistent campaign in Canada against

Reciprocity, on the ground that the tendency of freer

trade would be toward annexation.

+

God of our fathers, in this day

Of swift-winged word and wide debate,

O make us rational, we pray,

In what we write, and print, and say,

Through Thy compassion great.

The wild and poisoned word restrain,

Make powerless the unbridled lie;

In mercy keep Thy people sane,

That frenzied vaporings may be vain,

And harmlessly pass by.

Forbid it, Lord, that we should lose -

Our sense of humor; let us smile

At narrow and distempered views;

May fatuous nonsense but amuse,

And serve no end of guile.

Let pity move us more than hate,

For every false, misguided pen

That bans with blame infuriate

A wholesome policy of state

That means the weal of men.

Let truth and reason still prevail,

Though argument be tense,

Though selfish interest rant and rail,

May fallacy and falsehood fail,

Lord, save our common sense!

For vicious jibe and rancorous thrust,

To shame when passion cools;

For sneers unneighborly, unjust,

That harm the Nations' mutual trust,

Good Lord, forgive the fools!

+ + +

THE GREAT UNREST.

For The Public.

Humanity is revolutionary at heart. Very few

injustices or oppressions remain in existence long

at a time. Sooner or later the fermentation and

agitation ever at work in the deep consciousness

of a large part of the people expresses itself, and

the injustice is toppled off its pedestal.

The great spiritual unrest of the present age

has its source in the gigantic economic wrongs

under which the masses are toiling. Humanity

simply cannot achieve its true spiritual grandeur

while its body is burdened by a galling yoke. Men

cannot arise to their full mental height while op
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pressed by an uneven struggle for bread and but

ter and the commonest comforts of life.

If the church would interest itself in righting

the social and economic evils of the world it would

have removed the greatest obstacle in the path of

church growth and spiritual unfoldment. It

would open the pathway to the golden era of men

tality and spirituality.

Humanity looks to the church and the priest

hood for solace. When humanity goes to this

common source for solace today, it finds the lead

ing churchgoers and priests allied with those who

are piling up economic wrongs upon the galled

shoulders of the masses. When a homeless man

or a hungry family applies to the modern church

for sympathy and spiritual help, it finds that

church, in nine cases out of ten, in the ranks of

the oppressors of the common man. It finds that

those who are responsible for the gigantic eco

nomic wrongs of the age, for landlordism, for fa

voritism, for special privileged classes, are also

allied with and lead the churches.

So the church sits upon the backs of the poor

and homeless alongside the great financial in

terests. The one great source of solace and spirit

ual help at which humanity drinks is polluted, like

a poisoned spring in the desert, with the virus of

economic prejudice. The great spiritual unrest

of the age, instead of being stilled by the influence

of the church, is only embittered by it, because of

the alliance of the church with the powerful inter

ests which have created and which seek to perpetu

ate the present one-sided economic condition.

If the economic wrongs of the age were righted,

the spiritual unrest would suddenly cease. If men

could feed and clothe their families in decency

and comfort from their labor; if homes were to

be had on any reasonable conditions by the home

less; if families of workingmen were provided with

e common comforts of life and environed with

a few of the ordinary luxuries; if the brute strug

gle for bread would give place to a happier eco

nomic condition, mankind would soon “get right”

spiritually.

If the church would busy itself first with cover

ing the defenseless heads and providing homes

and equal opportunity for the poor and would

see that every man had a square deal and a com

mon start in life, its pews would be filled to over

flowing. It would solve the problem of spiritual
unrest.

As long as there is economic injustice in the

land, there will be skepticism, unbelief, infidelity,

atheism. The mind of the masses will not sub

mit to an aristocracy of spirituality. There must

be justice in the creed of the church—there must

be a just and symmetrical correspondence between

the creed of the church and the works of the

church—before people will surrender their spirit

ual welfare into its keeping.

And as the economic unrest grows deeper and

farther flung, so will the great drifting away from

the altars of the church be strong and deep

and permanent. If men cannot arise to their full

mental and spiritual height under the influence

and with the aid of the Christian religion, they

will drift away from it and found a newer creed

which offers them emancipation from economic

injustices. They will establish a new faith which

will vote right first, and pray afterward.

BERT HUFFMAN.

+ - + +

SOCIAL LIFE INSURANCE.

For The Public.

We learn by degrees. Modern nations are com

ing to understand that if they would persist and

dominate, they must write two life insurance poli

cies: the first, a Child Labor Law to protect chil

dren from premature toil; the second, a compul

sory Education Law to guarantee a minimum of

education to every growing citizen.

A nation which writes these two insurance poli

cies has thrown a strong safeguard around its

future life.

SCOTT NEARING.

* + +

SENSATIONS OF AN AVIATOR.

Part of J. Armstrong Drexel's Story of a Thrilling

Experience in the Upper Air. Published Under

Copyright by Henry M. Neeley's

Syndicate.

The machine must have looked like a great gull

or a buzzard floating on the breeze, and I suppose

I might have been sound asleep in her for all the

spectators on the ground could have seen of motion

or of effort on my part. -

Then came the clouds and I worked my way up

through them, hoping that they would not be thick

nor last long, for above the clouds in the sunlight

are the wickedest gusts and it means fight—fight—

fight all the time.

The hand of the aneroid barometer in front of

me kept creeping round and round as I mounted;

the first 2,000 feet were told off quickly and then

more and more slowly the indicator went as I

entered the thin strata of the upper air and began

the struggle to pass the thousand marks. Three,

four, five, six thousand I passed, each one taking

an increasing length of time and requiring more of

physical effort and mental and nervous strain.

. . . I felt sure that I must be near the top.

It seemed ages since I had started and the terrible

cold was beginning to penetrate even the thick, fur

lined clothing that I had had made particularly for

this flight. My hands were beginning to get numb

and I felt that my ears would burst with the pres

sure from inside my head, or, rather, with the les

sening of the pressure outside. My nerves and my

muscles, too, began to give warning that they had
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been pushed almost to the utmost and I felt that I

was near the end of my powers.

But one sight of the barograph made me grit my

teeth and shove the nose of the Bleriot a good deal

higher than wisdom warranted. Instead of being

near the coveted 10,000 mark, I was barely passing

the 8,000 line.

No words of mine can express the disappoint

ment and the discouragement of that moment. I

was almost “all in,” yet I had still the two hardest

stages of my journey to cover—the bitter fight of

jumping and falling, jumping and falling during

the final 500 feet, and, last, but most awful of all,

the horrors of that descent where the chances were

100 to 1 against me in my pitifully weakened con

dition. . . . So I doggedly fixed my mind upon

the magic figures “10,000” and mounted again.

Below me there was nothing but space. The filmy

clouds formed a haze which completely shut the

earth from my view and I seemed like an impudent

little fly buzzing around importantly in the vast

ness of infinitude. The thought struck me as being

rather droll and I laughed aloud. . . . The

sound of my laughter had something uncanny in

it and I suddenly awoke to a realization of the

fact that I had been laughing in this way for fully

ten minutes and that there was nothing to laugh at

after all. “Crazy,” I thought, and as the thought

flashed across my mind with all the horrible possi

bilities of a loss of mentality and mental balance

nearly two miles above the earth—with the slight

est mismovement spelling awful death—I pulled

myself together again and made a final desperate

effort to cross the 10,000 mark. . . . I have no

words to describe that descent. It would sound

like the veriest drivel if I should try, for only a

man trained to repression of superlatives could

give an idea of its horrors without making it seem

like silly exaggeration.

Every reader has probably gone down fifteen or

twenty floors in an express elevator. Do you re

member how dizzy and sick at the stomach it made

you?

My descent was made at the rate of a vertical

mile in about two minutes while I was traveling

horizontally at the rate of seventy or seventy-five

miles an hour. In other words, my vertical speed

downward was about four times as fast as that of

the fastest elevator and I had the added strain of

the tremendous horizontal momentum.

The effect of this rapid descent is almost para

lyzing. . . . In coming down from 9,897 feet

at my tremendous rate of speed, my ears felt that

they would burst and the top of my head felt as

though it would fly off at any moment. Added to

this came the feeling of nausea, which grew and

grew until my head swam and, just for one mo

ment, I am sure, I lost consciousness. This oc

Gurred, I should say, at a height of between 7,000

and 8,000 feet.

Again, I had to bring all my self-control to my

-

rescue, but my nervous energy was ebbing fast and

I remember wondering how much longer I should

be able to fight back the utter collapse that I knew

was coming soon.

You must remember that all this was occurring

when I had only an approximate idea of how high

above the earth I was and when I had absolutely

no idea of my geographical position. After I had

passed through the upper strata of clouds at a

height of some 4,000 feet I had not again seen the

earth except for little drifting patches of indistinct

drab as I flew over the rifts in the vapor, and I

did not know whether I was one mile or a hundred

from Philadelphia. And now, I was descending

so fast and was so nearly helpless, both physically

and mentally, that I could do nothing except keep

the Bleriot on the proper slant to give the best

descent with the least possible strain.

Into the clouds again I went, circling now, with

some vague idea that I had managed somehow to

keep over the Point Breeze field from which I had

started. . But my first sight of the earth as I

dropped from the lower fringes of the clouds

showed me that I was doomed to another disap

pointment. Not a sign of a city was in sight. Not

a single landmark that I had been told to look out

for was to be seen. Instead, there were farm land

and forest, plowed fields and orchards. . . . For

tunately for me, I made a perfect landing. It was,

probably, the instinct that comes of long practice

that kept me from smashing up on coming to the

ground, for I know that my brain was no longer

working and my muscles were incapable of obey

ing a mental command.

I must have sat there helplessly in the machine

for fully five minutes after I landed. I could not

seem to get my brain into working order again and

I simply sat there staring vacantly ahead of me and

mumbling meaningless things to myself.

+ + +

IN MEMORIAM OF WALT WHITMAN.

He laughed at Life's Sunset-Gates

With vanishing breath,

Glad soul, who went with the sun

To the Sunrise of death.

—William Sharp.

BOOKS

THE NEW WINE.

The Essence of Religion. By Borden Parker Bowne,

Boston and New York. Houghton Mifflin Co. Price,

$1.50.

The author of these sermons on various vital

topics might claim brotherhood with the most

radical religious thinker in his strenuous

advocacy of the life test in all professions of right
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eousness. The inner realities and not the outer

forms constitute the essentials of Christianity in

the judgment of this dignified representative of

the old theology which is tinged with the light of

the new morning.

“When one is summoned to the religious life,”

it is remarked, “he is not called to anything mys

terious and unintelligible, but to something level

to every mind. He is called to live a life of justice

and mercy among men. . . . If, then, one would

locate himself with reference to God’s kingdom,

let him not ask himself whether he has religion.

That is a question of no importance. It is no mat

ter whether he has religion or not. Neither let him

ask himself concerning his religious emotions.

two previous crises of his life, and now, with great

effort he sees the race question in the light of ab

stract justice, and with shocks of recoiling emo

tion, thrusts himself into the black man's place, as

he listens:

“All you’ve got tº do, son, is fall in line. Theah's

no good tryin’ tº stop a big ocean wave, you know,

an’ you might jus’ as well do that as stan' up

against democracy an' humanity an’ civilization—

an’ a lot of othah good things with long names.

. . . Ev’y niggah’s a man. You and me have

had mo’ time tº push ahead—that's the only diff’

rence between us! We’re all men an’ we’re all

doin’ the same thing—stumblin’ an’ fallin'

tºgethah, on our jou’ney tº God. So theah’s no

That is equally an irrelevant question. Emotions - use sayin' the las’ ranks ain’t got no business tº

are no guide whatever to character. . . . But let

the inquirer ask himself whether he is seeking to

please God by doing justly, loving mercy and

walking humbly before Him. . . . This question

goes to the root of the matter, cutting through

all illusions and hypocrisies, locating every one as

a worker of righteousness, or a worker of iniquity.”

The teaching is equally explicit as to the

church. It counts only so far as it promotes

righteousness of life:

“The Good Samaritan was a member of the

kingdom. He knew nothing of Christ, but Christ

knew something of him. And with equal certainty

the priest and the Levite were not members of

the kingdom. . . . One must be debauched by a

mechanical theology who can doubt that the Sam

aritan belonged to the kingdom and the others

did not. . . . It is the glory of Christianity that

its spirit is transcending its own formal institu

tions. The Lord Jesus Christ has many an un

recognized and unconscious disciple in lodges, in

labor organizations, in industrial and social broth

erhoods, in philanthropic and reform societies.

. . . Thus the leaven, according to promise, is

leavening the lump.”

+ + +

BLACK AND WHITE.

“The Nigger.” By Edward Sheldon. Published by

the Macmillan Co., New York. 1910.

“An American Play,” the author calls it on his

title page. Place: The South. Time: Now. The

curtain discloses the Southerners alone in the

midst of their own—and their nation’s problem.

The brilliant son of a proud old Georgian family

becomes Governor, only suddenly to discover that

he has in him Negro blood. In his agony, without

explaining the reason, he talks over the Negro

problem with an old friend of the Negroes, prom

inent too in politics. The young Governor has al

ways “been good to his niggahs” but has felt that

“when you come right down to it, the niggah’s not

a man, he's an animal.” Yet justice, rather than

ambition and love, has determined his action in

A. L. M.

go wheah the fi’st are leadin' 'em. I reckon, suh,

that ain’t square play ! . . . . Try an’ like like

the niggahs. That don’t mean sayin' they 'ah's

good as you—it's one to a million they ain't! But

hatin’s the ol' way o' gettin’ roun’ the folks that

bothah ye—likin's up-to-date! So crack a smile,

Sonny, an’ stick out yo' han’s, an’ all pull tºgeth

ah—top an’ bottom—rich an’ po’—black an’

White l’”

A few hours later the Governor about to resign

his office, proclaim his descent, and give up his

still faithful fiancee, has drawn hope from despair:

“Heah is our American people an’ they’ve done

a big, wrong thing—stealin’ the niggahs from Af

rica an’ bringin' 'em ovah heah fo’ theah own

selfish use—an’ a thing like that couldn't help

endin’—as it has ended—in bloody to ment!

We're a-sufferin’ it now, but d'you think it's goin'

t’last? D'you think we’re not a-goin’ tº rise up

from it a strongah an a wisah an a kindah peo

ple? D'you think it's not wo'th while?—all this?

Why, if it weren’t, a thousand times ovah'—

what would be the use o’strugglin’ an’ livin’ any

longah 2 Why shouldn’t ev'ry one get rid of it all

by takin' a headah right into the da’k?”

ANGELINE LOESCH GRAVES.

BOOKS RECEIVED

—Your Forces and How to Use Them. By Chris

tian D. Larson. Published by The Progress Co.,

Chicago. 1910.

—Optimos.

B. W. Huebsch.

postage, 10 cents.

—Truths. Talks with a Boy concerning Himself.

By E. B. Lowry. Published by Forbes & Co., Chi

cago, 1911. Price, 50 cents.

-The Home: Its Work and Influence. By Char

lotte Perkins Gilman. Second Edition. Published by

the Charlton Co., New York. 1910. Price, $1.00 net.

—Neglected Neighbors. Stories of Life in the Al

leys, Tenements and Shantles of the National Capi

tal. By Charles Frederick Weller. Published by the

Published by

Price, $1.50,

By Horace Traubel.

New York. 1910.
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John C. Winston Co., Philadelphia. 1909. Price $1.50

net.

—For God and the People. Prayers of the Social

Awakening. By Walter Rauschenbusch. Published

by the Pilgrim Press, Boston, 1910. Price, $1.00 net.

—Report on the Pittsburgh Transportation Prob

lem to Mayor McGee of Pittsburgh. By Bion J.

Arnold. Published at Pittsburgh, Pa. December,

1910.

-Reminiscences of the Geneva Tribunal of Arbi

tration. 1872. The Alabama Claims. By Frank

Warren Hackett. Published by Houghton, Mifflin

Co., Boston & New York. 1911. Price, $2.00 net.

–Twenty-fourth Annual Report of the United

States Commissioner of Labor. 1909. Workmen's

Insurance and Compensation System in Europe.

Volume I.-Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France, Ger

many. Printed at the Government Printing Office,

Washington, D. C. 1911.
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PERIODICALS

The American.

There has been much speculation on the significance

of the transfer of the American to a publishing house

in which a partner of J. Pierpont Morgan is finan

cially interested, but as the same publishing house

has long owned Farm and Fireside, of which Herbert

Quick is editor, we see no reason for expecting any

immediate change for the worse in the American.

Besides, it is hardly thinkable that Mr. Morgan could

buy the well known editors of the American–Baker

and White and Tarbell and Dunne and Phillips, along

with the title page of the magazine. It is interesting,

however, to note the closing remark of Dunne in the

“Interpreter's House” for March, where he makes Mr.

Worldly Wiseman hold out rich prospects to maga

zine writers, asking, “Do you catch my meaning?”

“I do,” said the Poet, “Now if you will show me

my gilded cage, I will hop into it.” The March issue

has a peculiar tone, like and yet unlike the old one.

This may be an illusion, as when the birds sing

sweeter and the trees are greener if you are happy,

but everything looks as if seen through smoked glass

if you are sad; but there is a queer shadowlike some

thing or other about it all, which even Albert Jay

Nock's fourth article in his tax series does not wholly

escape. Perhaps it is the atmosphere of that won

derful leading article on “The Gospel of Efficiency,”

by Frederick W. Taylor, who is introduced by Ray

Stannard Baker as a “scientist in business manage

ment.” Whoever recalls Louis D. Brandeis's chal

lenge to the railroads, that they are wasting money

by the millions in unscientific management, will be

gin to get an inkling in this Taylor article of what

Mr. Brandeis meant. One peculiarity about Mr. Tay

lor's article is his apparent recognition of the fact

that while scientific management would vastly in

crease labor power, it would not increase wages per

manently. That it does not increase them even in

the beginning, as a proportion of product, stands out

boldly in the illustrative example of handling pig

iron—12% tons a day for $1.15 under unscientific
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Novelty System of Heating and Ventilating

There is one house built each year, in the United States, for

It follows that at the present hour about 750 readers of The

Public are thinking and scheming and planning over the features and

details of the houses they will build for themselves during 1911.

We desire each one of these 750 Public readers to send us his

name and address so that we may show him, how his new house

can be healthfully ventilated and perfectly heated at no extra A

cost over that of direct-radiation heating without ventilation.

Delay not but write us immediately upon reading these words.

The information we will give you about the heatin

ventilating of houses will surely be interesting to you even though

you may afterward allow your wise and perspicacious local advisers

to persuade you that ventilating a house is merely a theoretical fad unworthy the attention of a practi.

* We say ventilation is the most practical and vital thing, in the entire construction of your house.

In the progress of hygienic civilization it will soon be considered a structural crime to build a residence

without formal and systematic provision for furnishing the occupants with warmed pure air.

Without ventilation your house will be a “back number” the day you move into it.

ABRAM COX STOVE CO.

and

Novelty heateR AND VEntilator

431 West LAke street

CHICAGO
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management, and 48 tons a day for $1.85 under sci

entific management—nearly 200 per cent more prod

uct, but only 60 per cent more pay. But this discov

ery of scientific management is one of the most

valuable of inventions. Mr. Taylor's story of it is

thoroughly interesting, and altogether it is suggestive

of much more than industrial economy, as thought

ful readers may see for themselves.

+ +

House Agent's Clerk: “The reason we're asking

such a large premium for the house, madam, is that

it's right on the railway, and you cannot possibl

be shut in by new, and possibly unsightly, buildings

—Punch.

+ + +

Nothing would give us greater pleasure than t

dash through the air in a flying machine at an alt

tude of about six inches.—Puck.

+ + +

“At our church,” said little Kitty to the callel

“the women are just as polite as the men. The

The Public
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The Up-to-date Woman

uses Fels-Naptha be

cause it saves her the

trouble of boiling

clothes or heating wa

ter and makes hard

rubbing unnecessary.

Then her clothes are

fresher and cleaner

than if washed in the

old-fashioned, boiling

way. Here's the way

to do your white

things with Fels-Nap

tha: Soap, roll and ,

let soak a short time

in cold or lukewarm

water,then rublightly,

rinse and hang on the

line. Try it once.

Be sure to follow di

rections on the red

and green wrapper.

No need of adding ammonia to the water

for washing dishes or housecleaning—just

make a suds of Fels-Naptha.
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take off their hats to the preacher.”—Chicago Trib

une. -

+ + +

Teacher: “What is a Vacuum ?”

Pupil: “A thing one cleans with.”—Town Topics.

+ + +

Gambling promises the poor what property per

forms for the rich—something for nothing. That is

why the bishops dare not denounce it fundamentally.

—George Bernard Shaw.

+ + +

Lady from the Bargain Sales:

train for Brixton 2''

Booking Clerk: “Two-ten.”

Lady: “Make it two-three and I'll take it.”

—Punch (London).

“What is the next
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Direct Legislation by the Peºple.
By MARTIN RITTINGHAUSE

Translated from the French by Alexander Harvey.

Paper, 15c, postpaid.

Live Questions.

By JOHN P. ALTGELD.

Cloth (1000 pages, with portrait), $2.50; by mail,

$2.80.

Fellowship Songs.
Compiled by RALPH ALBERTSON.

With music. Stiff cover with cloth back, 25c, post

paid.
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1911, for investment in

Last Call for Eight Per Cent Money

The Tax Lien Company of New York

will receive NOT LATER THAN APRIL 1st,

New York City Tax Liens
sums of not less than Five. Hundred Dollars and

GUARANTEE EIGHT PER CENT PER AN

NUM. After April 1st, 1911, we will offer to guar

antee Seven Per Cent only.

A D D RESS

The Tax Lien Company of New York

68 William Street, NEW YORK CITY

For further information

>

SUBSCRIPTIONS

(yearly)

FOR

2

DOLLARS

º: forget this proposition when you

* subscriptions for The Public.

º dollars pays for three yearly sub

si *ºns (new), four dollars pays for six,
six dollars pays for nine subscriptions, etc.

º: the new subscribers the benefit of
* reduction, if you choose.

* it. You will be surprised to see

"easy they come.

T

Ilie Women's Nitiſmål Simſ, In, lsº

invites all women interested in the cause to be

come members, and thus through co-opera

tion increase their individual efficiency as Sin

gle Tax workers. Correspondence invited.

Dues one dollar yearly. Address

Mrs. Jane Marcellus, Cor. Sec'y, 23 Lincoln Place, Orange, N.J.

Keep your Public

on file

We have a neat Filing-Binder, made for The Public,

cloth sides and back, name stamped in gold, convenient

for adding each copy as it arrives. At the end of the

year (Dec. 31) take out the 52 numbers and have them

bound permanently. Then use this same Filing-Binder

for the following year, and so on, as long as you and

The Public last.

Price, 75 cents, postpaid

The files of The Public are growing more valuable every

year. ... It records world movements and measures that

are vital. Its careful index makes it convenient as

well as valuable.

Address: The Public, 357 Dearborn St., Chicago .. 1
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Letters to a Friend -

—A Christian Scientist

Somewhat in agreement, somewhat in disagreement.

Tolerant and dispassionate in tone, free from flippancy

and from the controversial spirit.

Easily read—only 105 pages, cloth bound.

Send 50 cents to the Publishers,

JAS. H. WEST CO., Boston, Mass.

EDITORIAL COMMENTS

“A series of eleven letters in reply to the

invitations and arguments of a friend to

embrace the new cult. The author sees

much that is helpful in Christian Science,

much that does not deserve the indiscrim

inate abuse heaped on it by shallow critics;

but he is too much of a philosopher to be

beguiled by Christian Science from his

point of view of a rational psychology and

the accepted facts of the influence of mind

over body.”—Springfield Republican.

“It goes to the crux of the matter in a

manner gentle but sure. The letters let

light through the whole subject, and they

are as clear and as kind as sunbeams."

—Chicago Record-Herald.

“Written in a temperate spirit and lucid

style, and is especially to be commended

to the consideration of those who have al

most become ensnared in the bonds of

Christian Science because they have not

“quarried deep enough.’” — Wisconsin

State Journal (Madison).

“That he has succeeded in compiling a

readable and practical little book on a

much discussed subject no one who reads

it will deny.”—Buffalo Express.

Louis F. Post, in The Public, says of the

book: “Books in the guise of letters, or

letters printed as books, are not inviting as

a rule, nor interesting either, but here is

an exception, due in large measure, doubt

less, to the profoundly religious and tolerant

spirit of the hypothetical letter-writer. . .

. . The letters record the mental processes

of a writer to whom intelligence has be

come no less essential to his religious make

up than emotion.

“It is one of the best and fairest criti

cisms of Christian Science that has come

from the press—the only one, perhaps,

which is sympathetic as well as critical.’

“Effective and convincing.” — New

Church Messenger (Chicago).

“Behind the pages we get the picture of

two boys who had grown up near together,

and whose home influence had led them to

be alert to all truth except new religious

ideas, and rational in everything except

theology. Hence they were orthodox in

theology, and progressive in everything

else. Wh. young manhood came, one of

them went to college and studied philoso

phy—and later became a Christian Scien

tist. The other went west to begin his

manhood career. The first wrote several

letters to the second urging upon him the

claims of his newly found faith. The latter

did not reply to the letters one by one as

they came. When he did write he wrote a

series of letters—and also took them to a

good publisher, hence this book. He had

not gone to college, nor had an academic

training in philosophy; but he gathered

good ammunition and arranged it with

discrimination. The book has a large

number of quotations and a running line

of good argument. . There is a genuine at

tempt—a successful attempt—to strip the

philosophy of Christian Science of all that

is irrelevant—the inadequate supports,

and the criticisms that rise from prejudice.

Then the core of the whole matter is ex

amined in a way that makes the book well

worth reading.”—Christian Register (Bos

ton).

Please mention THE PUBLIC when you write to Advertisers.


