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EDITORIAL

The Chicago Primaries.

Last week Chicago had a thorough test of what

is in most respects a good direct-primary law. The

law might be much bettered, but it has proved the

value of the principle in a test on a large scale,

beyond further dispute.

+

Nominations were made by the people, not by

bosses nor by back room caucuses. Though there

may have been frauds, and probably were, the

influence of fraud was minimized. The nomina

tions in both parties, good or bad, were made by

the rank and file. Nothing stronger could be

wished as testimony to the value of the direct

primary system, than the disappointed expecta

tions of bi-partisan Big Business. La Salle Street

(the Wall Street of Chicago) had agreed for

Mayor upon Mr. Graham, a bi-partisan Demo

crat, and had commissioned Roger Sullivan, the

Chicago gas magnate and Democratic boss, to

pull him through the Democratic primaries. So

everybody accustomed to Chicago primaries of

the old kind, the dearly beloved kind of Big Busi

ness and Big Bosses, believed that Graham would

win. They counted fatuously upon the power of

money and the influence of Big Business, as of

yore. But this time it was the voters of the

Democratic party that settled the question of

candidacies, and Graham came in third, and a

bad third at that—a very bad third.
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Dunne's Defeat.

The bare defeat of Edward F. Dunne at the

Democratic primaries as candidate for Mayor (p.

201) is ascribed in some quarters to his “ineffi

ciency” as Mayor from 1905 to 1907. This is

pure clap trap. Judge Dunne was defeated by

causes that are complimentary to his efficiency

and also to his honesty. The “inefficiency”

charged to him as Mayor was the inefficiency of an

honest man hampered at every turn by the opposi

tion of crooks—big crooks and little crooks, rich

crooks and poor crooks, “good” crooks and bad

crooks, priestly crooks and crooks of the pews, po

litical crooks and business crooks—all kinds and

degrees of crooks, from the plain garden variety to

those of purest orchidean culture. His was an “in

efficiency” that his well informed accusers could

not afford to be specific about. In truth it was not

for inefficiency at all, but for faithfulness that they

complained of Mayor Dunne.

*

For instance, Mayor Dunne refused a rich bribe

to let the “red light” district go on in its accus

tomed vicious and lawless way. That was in the

order of his faithfulness. If he failed to turn the

district into a Methodist camp meeting, this may

have been inefficiency to that extent; but he kept

it in better order than it had been kept in before,

and if he didn't keep it in still better order, the

reason was that he could not wholly control police

officers long accustomed to regarding all such

efforts as “bunk.” Mayor Dunne controlled the

“red light” district well enough, however, to win

the undying political enmity of the “Hinky Dink”

outfit, which turned against him in 1907 and

elected the unspeakable Busse. And now it has

nominated Harrison ; for let it be noted that if

the majority for Harrison in “Hinky Dink's"

local sphere of influence were eliminated from

the primary vote of last week, Harrison would

be defeated, and Dunne would be the Democratic

nominee.

•k.

For instance again: Mayor Dunne stood

sternly by the people's interests and rights in the

matter of public utilities, against odds and temp

tations and threats of a magnitude that few men

in politics withstand. To protect the public in

terests he needed legislation; but Deneen and

Lorimer and the latter’s Democratic friends were

in control at Springfield, and Dunne was not

“efficient” enough to bargain effectively with

them. To protect the public interests he needed

a majority vote of the people on one phase of the

Mueller traction law and a three-fifths vote on

another; but while the people gave him the first,

they did not give him the second, and he was too

“inefficient” to perform the legal miracle of ac

complishing results without legal authority. To

protect the public interests, he needed the co-oper

ation of the City Council; but this was controlled

by two kinds of grafters, those who take their

graft raw and those who want it cooked, and he

was not “efficient” enough to influence them with

out becoming a grafter too. To protect the public

interests against the maneuvers of Pierpont Mor

gan in the traction deal, Dunne relied (too blindly,

it may be) upon the ability and good faith of

men whom all Chicago trusted, to bring the City

Council and the traction company to an agree

ment whereby the city should own the lines and

the companies should operate as mortgagees in

possession until paid off. But when he turned

from other official duties that had engrossed him,

to consider the agreement in its final form, he

found his plan turned squarely around. The

companies, instead of being mortgagees in posses

sion with a right in the city to redeem, were to

be owners in possession with a right to the city

to buy. And the right to buy was subject to

terms making it impracticable if not impossible.

Those who had the “efficiency” which Mayor

Dunne lacked, had been outdistanced by “effi

ciency” which Pierpont Morgan hired. To pro

tect the public interests, Mayor Dunne then ap

pealed to the people. But he was not “efficient”

enough to control the newspapers; they had or

expected to have some of the “pork.” He was

not efficient enough to control the big lawyers of

Chicago; they didn't know when some of the

“pork” might come their way if they were “good.”

He was not “efficient” enough to make the peo

ple see—he tried to, but he failed—that they were

being buncoed by a “strap-hangers' league”

financed by the traction companies, and by a Lor

imer-Busse-Sullivan-Deneen-Roosevelt combine in

local politics with Harrison in the role of an

abottor.
-

+

Another instance: Mayor Dunne refused to a p

point as chief of police a man named by Willi m

Randolph Hearst's Chicago representative. Mayor

Dunne refused to appoint this particular man he

cause he was unfit for the place. His recºrd

damned him. But with Mr. Hearst's represen a

tive it was that man or none. Hearst needed dele

gates to the next national convention, and in this

branch of the public service chiefs of police tre

supposed to be valuable political assets. His
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choice being restricted to that particular man or

none—the reward for compliance a continuation

of the support of the Hearst papers, their hostility

the penalty for refusal—Mayor Dunne chose not

to appoint that man. In the estimation of the

Hearst papers it made Dunne a “dreamer.” The

incident may be somewhat suggestive of the terms

upon which Mr. Harrison, a black beast in the

Hearst menagerie when he was Mayor, has now

secured from the Hearst papers their label of “the

best Mayor Chicago ever had.”

º

Defeated for nomination last week because he

was “inefficient” when Mayor' Dunne? Not at

all. Inefficient candidates with no organization

and no newspaper support don’t come as near as

he to defeating candidates with both. Dunne's

defeat is easier explained. He was defeated be

cause the Hearst papers were able to fool enough

Dunne Democrats—Dunne having no newspaper

support—to give Harrison a bare plurality over

Dunne of only 1,420. Or, if you choose to disre

gard the influence of the Hearst papers, Dunne

was defeated because “Hinky Dink” rolled up for

Harrison, in the slums of the First Ward, a

plurality of 2,979, two thousand more than enough

to shift the choice from Dunne to Harrison.

With “Hinky Dink” and the Hearst papers, Har

rison barely wins.

+

Dunne was not defeated for any “inefficiency”

other than the kind his friends ought to

he proud of his having. The obvious reasons

for his defeat should endear him to the demo

cratic Democracy, not alone of Chicago but of

the State of Illinois.

+ +

Harrison's Nomination.

What the democratic Democrats of Chicago

ought to do with Harrison's nomination is a

question easy to answer. Harrison should be

voted for only by such of them as wish to turn

the government of Chicago over to Hearst, Har

risºn, and “Hinky Dink.” That is the delectable

dish of political porridge that is now before a

hungry Democracy in this city. Democrats who

don't like the odor and question the flavor—as we

surmise is the case with most democratic Demo

"rats-will of course vote for some other candi

* than Harrison. There are three—the Social

* the Prohibitionist, and the Republican.

+ +

The Outlook for Chicago Democrats.
What is it best for democratic Democrats to do

at the Chicago election in April? Some have

urged that Dunne become an independent candi

date. We doubt their wisdom. The effect would

be to divide the progressive vote in Chicago at a

critical juncture, nationally critical as well as

locally. This might be well if the votes that went

to Dunne as an independent would go to Harri

son if Dunne were not running; but we do not

believe they would. Moreover, and by the token

of those national tendencies in politics which the

result in Chicago is almost certain to affect, there

are patriotic uses ahead for Dunne, as the best

tried and most distinguished progressive Demo

crat in Illinois, and both he and his friends should

be slow to ignore them and their possibilities.

The true course for the democratic Democrats of

Chicago, as it seems to us, and we believe that in

this we have the approval of most of them, is

to take advantage of an unusually good oppor

tunity to prove to the whole country their sym

pathy and their sense of political identity with the

progressive Republicans, at the same time helping

to elect the best kind of man for Mayor.

•k.

The progressive Republicans are organizing

throughout the country along genuinely demo

cratic lines and for genuinely democratic pur

poses. Mr. Bryan has suggested that it may be

time for progressive Democrats to do something

of the same kind. It is certain that progressive

Democrats have less in common with mere party

Democrats than they have with progressive Re

publicans, and that progressive Republicans have

less in common with mere party Republicans than

they have with progressive Democrats. The pro

gressive Democrats of Chicago who agree with us

in this will best express it next month by voting

for Charles E. Merriam for Mayor. Democrats

who are democratic have less in common political

ly with IIarrison than with Morriam.

+ +

Charles E. Merriam.

At the Republican direct primaries, not only was

the worst candidate badly beaten, as at the Demo

cratic primaries, but, unlike the result of

the Democratic primaries, the best candidate was

nominated, and by an overwhelming plurality.

Alderman Merriam's plurality was so large that

in a contest with four adversaries he polled within

100 of a majority over all. His triumph has

amazed the prophets who learned to prophecy

under the old primary system; and it is especially

interesting because he had against him all the

influence, not only of the Busso administration of

Chicago, but also of the Doneen administration
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of Illinois, and probably of the Taft administra

tion at Washington. Merriam was at the Repub

lican primaries what Dunne was at the Demo

cratic—a Progressive, fighting reactionaries. His

principal supporters include such distinguished

progressive Republicans as Charles R. Crane (vol.

xii, p. 1095; vol. xiv, p. 80), Congressman Will

iam Kent (vol. xiii, p. 1214), and Harold Ickes.

We trust that his principal supporters in the elec

tion campaign may include also the best among

the Democrats who supported Dunne at the

primaries.

+

Make no mistake. Merriam will need all the

democratic support he can get, from whatever

party it may come. Plutocracy does not curl

up and lie down when it is knocked out.

It “comes to the scratch” again every time,

with all its retainers. Every vote that Roger

Sullivan, “Hinky Dink,” the La Salle Street

crowd, the Hearst papers, the Lorimer esoterics—

every vote that these can influence will be rallied

against Merriam, for he is none of their kind;

and the Taft spoilsmen and the Deneen organiza

tion, while externally enthusiastic, will be interi

orly cold, for he is none of their kind either. Con

gressman Kent has been through it all and has

won. He was elected by progressive Democrats

and progressive Republicans. So it must be with

Merriam, or Chicago will fall into the hands of

Hearst and his new friend Harrison, with

“Hinky Dink” and his friend Lorimer “on the

side.”

* *

Presidential Nominations.

Mr. Bryan’s intimation that Governor Harmon

of Ohio is unavailable as a Democratic candidate

for President appears to be wise and well founded

—so well founded that there is little to fear. With

such men as Governor Wilson and Governor Foss

forging ahead on the Democratic side (and, more

over, Champ Clark may “make good” as Speak

cr), Governor Harmon is quite unlikely to play

the part he has laid out for himself as a candidate

at the Democratic convention. If he were to se

cure the nomination, there are La Follettes and

such who might be nominated at the Republican

convention, whereupon Governor Harmon would

be no better off with the Democratic nomination

than without it. And if a reactionary were nomi

mated by each convention, would it be unreason

able to anticipate something suggestive of chemi

cal action in American politics?

President Taft's Freer Trade.

President. Taft's play at politics through his

reciprocity venture is not likely to work out as

well as he has been advised. Its apparent pur

pose was to put progressive Republicans of farm

ing regions into a political hole, and incidentally

to bother the Democrats. It didn’t bother the

Democrats at all. There was enough free trade

in it to make it acceptable to the progressive wing,

and not enough to give the reactionary wing a

toehold. So the Democrats have embarrassed Mr.

Taft by adopting his reciprocity measure as their

own. Progressive Republicans, however, were

embarrassed by it as was intended. The

farmers on whom they must depend for

support have lived so long on protection delu

sions that they were scared by reciprocity. But

they are thinking the thing over now, and think

ing is deadly for protection. By the time Mr.

Taft's reciprocity comes to a vote, he is likely to

realize that the trap he made has caught other

political game than progressive Republicans. In

calling a special session of a Democratic Congress

for the sole purpose of passing a reciprocity meas

ure, this Republican President is challenging

Fate. Few things could better contribute to the

disintegration of parties.

+ + +

THE BRITISH REFERENDUM.

It must puzzle British democrats to find their

friends in Canada and the United States so keen

ly for the referendum (p. 204), while they them

selves are as keenly opposed to it. This apparent

incongruity may be somewhat puzzling, too, to

referendum advocates over here.

But the explanation is easy.

Over here the referendum is a people's referen

dum, part of the fast spreading movement for ex

tension of People's Power in government.

But in Great Britain the referendum is a House

of Lords’ referendum, part of the fast dying insti

tution of Hereditary Power in government.

+

Considering the introduction of the referendum.

into British politics, it is first to be observed that

the “responsible ministry” system in British gov

ernment has an extraordinary tendency to make

representative government truly representative of

the people. It is so much more representative in

actual operation than our system of “checks and

balances,” that Americans appreciate only with

great difficulty the keen sensitiveness and re



March 10, 1911. 221

The Public

sponsiveness of British government to British

opinion. -

This responsiveness alone has much to do with

the different attitudes of British and American

democrats toward the referendum. It would

probably make less urgent need for the Referen

dum over there than here—and would certainly

account for the different attitude—if the Referen

dum proposed there were really like that proposed

here.

*

But the British referendum lacks every element

save one—and this of little value in itself, and

under the circumstances, actually obstructive—of

a People's Power referendum. Its one lonely ele

ment of democracy is this, that when a question

Once gets to the people on referendum, they may

decide it.

We say may intentionally. Under the original

British referendum proposal (vol. xiii, pp. 55,

275, 297, 320, 348, 368, 417, 585, 637, 1097,

1139, 1153, 1159) we understand that the popular

verdict was to be advisory rather than decisive;

and as yet we have no different assurance on this

side of the Atlantic regarding the referendum

proposed last week (p. 229) by Lord Balfour of

Burleigh. If only advisory, the British referen

dum would be like our Illinois referendum which

legislators once elected seem disposed to regard

as a pretty toy for the people, except that the

British people couldn’t even play with the toy

without the previous consent of their “representa

tives.”

Let the British referendum be never so demo

cratic in the decisiveness of its results when used,

the people could not set the machinery for it in

motion themselves.

In that respect it would be like our Constitu

tional amendment referendums, which get to the

people for their approval or rejection only when

both houses of a legislature agree, under peculiar

ly difficult circumstances, to let the people use it.

It is these referendums in the States to which

Liberal statesmen and other publicists of Great

Britain allude when they cite referendum exper

ience in our country as unsatisfactory. They are

right. It has been unsatisfactory. But these are

nºt examples of the People's Power referendum,

which has been adopted by several States, and has

been proved to be of the highest democratic value

(gºvernmental value, too, if anyone wishes to dis

tinguish) in an experience of ten years in progres

sive Oregon.

There is nº sincere and intelligent referendumist

in the United States or Canada who would toler

ate the thought of such a referendum as is pro

posed for Great Britain. And the more intelli

gent and sincere and keen for the referendum he

was, the stronger would his opposition be. For he

demands the referendum in the interest of popu

lar government; and he would see that the British

referendum is a “joker,” with none of the genuine

democratic essence in it, having indeed no re

semblance to a democratic referendum except in

name, and being brought forward for the purpose

of obstructing a Liberal program such as referen

dums are intended to promote.

*

In contrast with that House of Lords “joker”

of a referendum, consider the referendum as we

have it in America in some places and are trying

to get it in others. With us the Referendum is a

power reserved by the people to themselves, to veto

the legislation of their representatives. If the

latter misrepresent by enacting a law which a cer

tain percentage of the people regard as bad and

unpopular, those objectors—not lords, but folks,

just folks—can file a demand for a referendum,

and thereupon and therefore there is a referen

dum. If, then, a majority of the people interested

either way in the subject vote to veto, the legisla

tive measure is not a law; if they vote not to veto,

it is a law. Let our friends in Great Britain put

their Tords’ “referendum” to that democratic

test. But this is not all. We of the United

States regard the referendum as less valuable, if

there be a difference, than the Initiative, which

goes with it in order to complete the idea we call

Direct Legislation.

By the Initiative the people can not only say,

“Veto" to objectionable laws which their repre

sentatives thrust upon them, but they can say,

“Be it enacted ſ” if their representatives refuse to

enact laws they are elected to enact. A certain

percentage of the people can file a signed demand

that rejection of a proposed law by representatives

be not final, but that the people decide the ques

tion directly. It is an appeal from the legislature

to the people. If, then, a majority of the people

vote against making that measure a law, the in

action of the legislature is sustained; if they vote

the other way, its inaction is overruled.

+

John Z. White makes a good illustration when

he compares Direct Legislation to the proceed

ings of parliamentary bodies.

A member of the legislature offers a bill. Here

is the Initiative in the legislature. The bill goes

to committee. If the committee reports adverse
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ly, a member, seconded by one or more others,

may move to adopt it nevertheless. The Initia

tive again. If the committee reports favorably,

a vote of the legislature is taken, which is a Ref

erendum. But what is the legislature? It is to

the people what the committee is to itself. If

then the people are to govern themselves, and not

be governed by a committee, the proposed law must

go from the representative body to the body it

represents. In that larger body, if the legislature

(now a committee of all the people) has acted ad

versely on the measure, a member of the larger

body, one of the people, seconded by as many

others as it is fair to require, may move the peo

ple to adopt the measure notwithstanding the ad

verse action of their committee, the legislature.

Here you have the Initiative raised from legisla

tive power to people's power. But if the legisla

ture (a committee of the people) has acted fa

vorably, a member of the larger body, one of the

people, seconded by as many others as it may be

fair to require, may move the whole people to

veto the action of their committee, the legislature.

Then you have the Referendum raised from legis

lative power to people's power.

In other words, the Initiative and the Referen

dum are to the political body as a whole, what

motions and rules and appeals from the chair are

to their representative bodies.

To understand the referendum in this way, and

to know its history in the United States, is to

know why it is popular with American democrats,

while its House of Lords’ namesake is unpopular

with British democrats.

-

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE

THOSE QUEER CANADIANS.

Portland, Ore.

I use the term “queer Canadians” advisedly. I

mean that they are “at variance with what is usual

or normal” in the United States, “differing in some

odd way from what is ordinary”—on this side the

line; but not strange, suspicious or questionable.

And I am speaking of the Canadians from Winni

peg west to Victoria, for our party—Joseph Fels,

Daniel Kiefer and I- went from Minneapolis to

Winnipeg and then followed the line of the Cana

dian Pacific to Vancouver and Victoria.

At Winnipeg we were joined by Robert Lloyd

Scott, of Winnipeg, who accompanied us to Port

land. I mention Scott because he is worth men

tioning; young, but a big part of the democratic

movement in Canada.

+

Yes, those western Canadians are “queer.”

Most of them, as far as I could see, are demo

crats; and while they know we have the worst gov

ernment on this continent north of Mexico, they are

too courteous to tell us so unless We insist on “an

nexation” of Canada to the United States. Then

they tell us plainly, but still courteously, why they

forbid the bans.

They, subjects of a king, have more democracy in

government than We have, and they are getting

ready to have more than they have. So are we,

for that matter; but they are not tied up and ham

pered with Constitutional handicaps against democ

racy as we are. They are not shouting for a “re

publican form of government; ” they see that we

have the form without the substance, and what they

Want is the substance, remembering what the Pope

said about forms of government; they know that “a

painted ship upon a painted ocean” is not a mer

Chant marine.

“Nominally we are ruled by a king, but actually

we are not,” say those Canadians; “nominally you

Americans rule yourselves, but actually you are

ruled by your servants; and as your Congress, your

President and your Federal courts are seldom in

harmony, it is discordant rule.” Queer, aren’t they?

They say, also: “You have a Congress to make

laws, and a President to enforce the laws made by

your lawmakers; but your Federal courts nullify the

laws made by your representatives and prevent your

Executive from enforcing the laws. So you are

ruled by nine men, not by yourselves, and the nine

men are not responsible to the ninety million in any

way. So we would rather be excused from annexa

tion.” Am I wrong in saying that they are “queer"?

+

Once more, “God save the King” is always the

last course of any public luncheon or dinner in Can

ada. As well try to prevent an American political

crook from barking about the flag when he's trying

to work a crooked deal as try to adjourn a Cana

dian public luncheon or dinner without “God save

the King.” But, really, they don't care any more

about the King than Joe Cannon does about the

farmers when he tearfully pleads for “Protection

for American farmers.” The difference is that Can

non knows he isn't telling the truth, while the Cana

dians don’t try to deceive anyone with their after

dinner song. But the Canadians don't make one

tenth the fuss over their King, what he says, what

he has for breakfast and how he iooks when he's

trying to think, as we make over our President in

the same circumstances.

+

Perhaps I haven’t proved that the Canadians are

“queer.” Well, then, when a member of the Cana

dian parliament is defeated for re-election he takes

no further part in making laws; in most of the Pro

vincial parliaments there is no Senate; the term of

Provincial legislators is five years, unless the “gov

ernment” is defeated on a bill or resolution, in

which case there is a new election—the theory and

generally the fact being that a defeated government

•doesn’t represent the people and has no business

remaining in power. The “government”—that is,

the party in power—may be returned to power by
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the voters, but it must take its chances at the ballot

box.

+

Now I submit the clinching proof that the Cana

dians are queer. Their cabinet system is totally

unlike our absurd, irresponsible cabinet lack of sys

tem at Washington and unlike our State govern

ment system. -

If we had the Canadian—or British—cabinet sys

tem at Washington, with an elected President,

Champ Clark would now be the American premier,

for he is leader of the majority party in the House

of Representatives, and he would choose the other

cabinet officers; and the cabinet officers would have

seats in the House, introduce “government” meas

ures and be responsible for them.

No man could get into the cabinet except via the

ballot box route. Think of Hitchcock, Dickinson,

Ballinger—or any other man in Taft's cabinet—tak

ing that route to high office!

•F

One more proof of Canadian queerness.

At Winnifeg is published the Grain Growers'

Guide, which is the organ of a great farmers' asso

ciation. It is an agricultural paper that advocates

the Initiative and Referendum, the Recall, free

trade, and land value taxation, otherwise known as

the Single Tax; and the Canadian farmers don't shy

at it. Western Canadian farmers are no more afraid

of free trade than they are of any other kind of

freedom. Having no taxes to pay on improvements

or personal property, they know the value of free

dom from taxes on industry; seeing that any other

kind of taxation except taxation of land values puts

a premium upon speculation and fosters special

privilege, they are not afraid of the single tax,

which they know will benefit rather than injure the

working farmer; and believing that the people

should have the reins of their government in their

own hands, they are for the Initiative, Referendum

and Recall.

+

And the Canadian business men?

question.

The managing editor of a great daily paper once

said to me: “Write that article so plainly that even

the most ignorant business man can understand it;”

and I replied: “You can't expect me to work mir

acles on a salary of $40 a week.”

Go to a “Canadian Club” luncheon in any west

ern Canadian city and explain the Initiative,

Referendum and Recall; most of the men will ap

plaud. Talk of free trade, and about half will ap

plaud. Talk of the single tax, and about one-fourth

or possibly one-third will applaud; sometimes not

more than one out of five. The “Canadian Club” is

an institution, a habit in every Canadian city, and

is composed of doctors, lawyers, merchants, bankers

and monopolists—in fact, of all classes except the

laboring class.

That's a hard

+

Though the Canadians are queer in the sense

described, the queerest specimen I saw between

New York and Portland was the American consul at

Victoria. He represented a northern Illinois county

in the Civil war, and hasn't learned anything since;

one of the men who “votes as he shot,” but never

hit anything when he shot. He told me that he was

opposed to “the whole new-fangled system of gov

ernment in Oregon,” and that if he had been a mem

ber of the Oregon legislature when Chamberlain, a

Democrat, received the popular vote for the Senate,

he would have resigned rather than vote for him. All

I could do was to murmur: “That Would help

some.” He was sure the “fathers” who wrote the

Constitution never intended that the people should

make laws or elect Senators; from which I infer

that he wears the same clothes that his grandfather

wore and regulates his daily life by rules laid down

by his great-grandfathers. After being talked to by

him I wondered why Roosevelt went to Africa to get

curious faunal specimens for the Smithsonian Insti

tution. -

W. G. EGGLESTON.

+ + +

CANADIAN PROGRESS.

Montreal, Canada.

Westmount, a suburb of this metropolis of Can

ada, presents a striking object lesson of the econ

omy to the residents of a municipality of municipal

ownership and operation of public utilities.

A suburb of Montreal, with a population of about

15,000, and covering an area of three square miles,

Westmount seems like a part of the larger city.

The trolley lines of Montreal pass through and be

yond Westmount without extra fares and with trans

fer privileges; and her streets extend through the

suburb and beyond, without change of names. It is

doubtful if one inhabitant in a hundred of either

could tell where one city leaves off and the other

begins.

•k

Several electric lighting companies possessed

franchises in Westmount which in a measure caused

competition in rates. Finally these companies were

merged into one company. Prior to the merger the

price of electricity furnished to the citizens of West

mount was 15 cents a kilowatt, less 33% per cent

for cash. Shortly after the merger the discount for

cash was reduced to 5 per cent, and on five year

contracts a discount of only 15 per cent Was al

lowed. This aroused considerable antagonism to

the lighting company from the citizens of West

mount, but no movement was made towards relief

until the garbage disposal question forced action.

The peculiar situation of Westmount made it im

perative to consume its garbage within the city

limits. A contract was entered into between the

municipality and a firm of mechanical engineers, to

design and supervise the construction of a combined

Electric Lighting and Destructor plant. Ground

was broken for the plant in September, 1905, cur

rent being furnished to a few customers in April,

1906. In the contract between the municipality and

the constructing company it was stipulated that the

latter should have the management of the company

under the direction of the city authorities for the

period of one year with a view to obtaining business,

arranging an accounting and record system, appoint
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ing and training a staff, and establishing the

department on a sound commercial basis. This

plant was turned over to the city authorities in

January, 1908, and since then has been operated by

a staff of city employes without any additional as:

sistance. Under their management improvements

of detail have been made.

As soon as it was ready for operation, the new

company, the Westmount Electric Plant and Refuse

Destructor Company, furnished light at 15 cents a

kilowatt, less 33% per cent discount for cash, and

the discount has since been increased to 46% per

cent. The old company had charged $95 a light for

antiquated street lamps; the new service is now

charging $65 for the most approved of modern

lights. During the first year the plant was oper

ated with an average of only 800 customers billed

throughout the year, but the plant earned enough

to pay not only all operating costs, but all fixed

charges, including depreciation. As contracts with

the Montreal Light, Heat and Power Company ex

pire the number of customers has been gradually

increasing until now fully 80 per cent of the citizens

of Westmount are receiving their light from the new

plant.

The success of the Westmount plant has attracted

the attention of municipalities in the remotest parts

of the continent; and numerous official delegations

from the United States and from British Columbia

and other Canadian provinces have visited it.

+

That the success was not without the insidious

opposition of certain of those interests that treat

the masses as a proper prey for public service

corporations to exploit, is shown by the follow

ing paragraph of the final report of the firm of

constructing engineers to the Council of West

mount: “It was not strange that your enterprise

should have provoked strenuous opposition from

outside influences at its initiation, but it is certainly

astonishing that when it has become a demon

trated success it should be made to suffer from in

side influences tending to destroy the confidence

of the public in your only revenue producing de

partment.”

D. S. LUTHF. R. .

• ‘F •k.

TAXATION IN DENMARK.

Copenhagen, February 9, 1911.

In the meeting of the Folkething (the House of

the People—the lower house of the Danish par

liament) on February 8, the Minister of the In

terior brought up a proposition for taxing the rise

in land values in the towns in which garrisons

may hereafter be stationed.

In the Minister's statement he assumed it to be

generally acknowledged that the local rises in land

values which are due to public improvements should

not be permitted to remain with the owners of those

particular lands, but should be returned to the

state by a taxation of their values, which should be

ascertained by means of periodical valuations.

The Minister found it very natural that the rise

in local land values which would undoubtedly be

the result of the presence of the garrisons, should

be taxed for the benefit of the public. His proposi

tion aims to confiscate by taxation two-thirds of

the rise; of this the community is to receive one

third, the state two-thirds.

A lively discussion of the whole subject is ex

pected, as no public proposition has ever attracted

so much attention. It has been commented upon by

every newspaper in the country, and the situation

gives Single Taxers a good opportunity to urge their

proposition of taxing all land values for the benefit

of the public.

SIGNE BJORNER.

INCIDENTAL SUGGESTIONS

THE SOMERS SYSTEM IN PRACTICE.

The citizens of East St. Louis, Ill., are actually

assessing the value of their land for tax purposes.

About 50 of the best informed business men, in

cluding real estate dealers and owners, retail mer

Chants, professional men, and other ordinary folks,

meet every afternoon in a room in the city hall and

tell each other and the local assessor just what

they think are the land values that go to make

up the city of East St. Louis.

All this came about in this Wise:

An insurance agent named L. S. McWilliams, by

Some accident of politics, Was elected assessor of

that city.

L. S. McWilliams has the astonishing desire to

do the very best job of assessing possible. What

he means by “best” is the most equitable, so that

each property owner shall pay his just share of

the taxes and only his just share. This is an am

bition that most assessors profess when they are

running for office and often when they are first

elected; Mr. McWilliams not only said it but really

meant it.

After Mr. Mc williams was elected he began to

investigate all known methods of assessing land in

cities and learned of the Somers unit system through

the assessors of Cleveland where it was used last

year.

I went to St. Louis and explained the system to

the new assessor and to the citizens; after careful

investigation, and upon the advice of the lead

ing business men of the city, Assessor Mc

Williams decided to use the Somers System. At

Mr. McWilliams' suggestion, I went to East St.

Louis and conducted the first public meeting for

the assessment of the land values of the business

Section of the city. There were representatives of

the Real Estate Exchange, the Retail Merchants'

Association and the Commercial Club. Nearly 50

men were present. These 50 men composed the

major portion of the “public opinion” of East St.

Louis.

One of the points of the Somers system is the

opportunity that it affords for publicity during the

assessment. It is the only method ever devised by

Which such publicity is possible during an assess

Inent.

In this particular case I tacked upon the wall a
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map showing the block and street lincs of the bus

iness portion of East St. Louis; no lot lines were

shown. Those present knew that they were to

express judgment on the value of a given quantity

in the middle of each block. This quantity was

100 feet deep and 1 foot wide, called a unit foot.

They soon learned the “language of the unit system,”

and that they could express their judgment of land

value more easily than they ever had been able to

in the attempt to value specific lots. They found

that their range of difference was very narrow and

was comparatively easily adjusted. The ease with

which all of this could be done Soon grew upon

every one present, and made them more and more

confident of their ability to express their ideas of

value and to criticise each other, as they proceeded

With the work.

Just eight days later I went to the same room

in the East St. Louis city hall to call on Mr.

McWilliams. When I entered the room, I witnessed

what was to me a most remarkable sight. There

stood Mr. McWilliams in his shirt sleeves, with a

long stick or pointer in his hand, and on the wall

was a map of a portion of the city; in front of this

earnest public official was a company of not less

than 50 men, and they were engaged in the work

of assessing the land values of the city of East

St. Louis. The scene of itself was most remarkable;

but the spirit that was manifest in every thing done

was even more remarkable. There was the spirit

of fairness, there was the spirit of openness, there

was the spirit of honesty and candor, there was

frankness, there was raillery—there was, in short,

the conflict of real honest opinion that produces

finally, real information.

For instance, one man might try to state that a

certain unit ought to be, say $50, when everybody

in the room knew it ought to be $100. Such a sug

gestion simply provoked a laugh; such a laugh

beats all argument. It is an instance of turning a

laugh into an assessment.

Of course these men did not at all times agree to

a dollar, but there was at all times a substantial

agreement, and the slight compromises that were

necessary from time to time were easily agreed to;

personalities were omitted; the talk was always

about the relative values of streets, and not the

dollar-values of specific pieces of land, so wide and

80 deep and owned by a certain person. The ex

change of opinion was at all times frankly made,

because each one knew that if he did not give an

opinion that was reasonably near the opinion of

the others present he would be laughed at for his

pains, and no one courts a public laugh. The ear

nestness with which these citizens exchanged their

views about the value of their own property was

most refreshing; there was evidently present a well

defined opinion that the taxpayers were getting a

"Square deal” in this method of making an assess

ment.

I asked Mr. McWilliams how many meetings he

had had since I helped him with the first one eight

days before. “Every afternoon except Washing

ton's birthday,” said he, “these men have been here

helping me assess the land values of the city.”

When 40 to 50 men will give up three hours of

every afternoon to help their city and to help them

selves have an equitable assessment because the

opportunity is afforded them, it simply shows what

citizens will do in the matter of local government

when they have the chance

E. W. DOTY.

News Narrative."

To use the reference figures of this Department for

obtaining continuous news narratives:

Observe the reference figures in any article; tır., back to the page

they indicate and find there the next preceding article, on the same

subject; observe the reference figures in that article, and turn back

as before; continue until you come to the earliest article on the sub

ject; then retrace your course through the indicated pages, reading

each article in chronological order, and you will have a continuous

news narrative of the subject from its historical beginnings to date.

Week ending Tuesday, March 7, 1911.

Close of the 61st Congress.

The 61st Congress came to an end on the 4th,

the House of Representatives adjourning sine die

at 12:15, and the Senate session expiring by Con

stitutional limitation at 12:30. All the big ap

propriation bills were finally passed and have re

ceived the President's signature.

*

The Canadian reciprocity agreement which had

been passed in the House (p. 156), failed of pas

sage in the Senate.
+

The reapportionment bill providing for a larger

lower house of Congress, which was passed by the

House, February 9 (p. 157), was killed by the

Senate early on the 4th.

+

During the morning hours of the last Senate

session an effort was made to pass the bill of ap

proval of the constitution of the proposed State

of New Mexico (p. 133) which had already been

passed by the Lower House. Senator Owen re

fused to let the bill go through unless the constitu

tion of Arizona (p. 155), which had been more

recently presented to Congress, should receive en

dorsement at the same time; and he also refused

to permit the appropriation bills to come up until

the constitutions should have been passed upon.

Brought to vote the Interests’ constitution of New

Mexico (vol. xiii, p. 1226), and the People's Pow

er constitution of Arizona (vol. xiii, p. 1212; vol.

xiv, p. 145) went down together under a vote of

39 to 45. Senator Joseph W. Bailey of Texas was

so “peeved” at the support given to the constitu.

tion of Arizona by his democratic colleagues (all

of whom but two, Overman of North Carolina and

Taliaferro of Florida, had voted for the constitu

tions), that before the close of the session he wrote

out his resignation as a member of the Senate,
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and took it to the presiding officer, the Vice-Presi

dent. Mr. Sherman declined to have anything to

do with it, and Senator Bacon, importuned in like

manner to announce it, took a similar position.

Thereupon Mr. Bailey telegraphed it to Governor

O. B. Colquitt of Texas, who promptly refused to

accept it, replving as follows: “I decline to accept

your resignation as a Senator from Texas, and re

spectfully ask you to withdraw it. Please wire

fully.” In response to this telegram and to the

importunities of many of his friends, later in the

day Mr. Bailey withdrew his resignation.

+ +

62d Congress Called in Special Session.

Immediately upon the close of the session of the

61st Congress President Taft issued a proclama

tion convening the 62d Congress in special session,

to meet April 4. The proclamation stated that the

purpose of calling the extra session was to get

action on reciprocity. It called attention to the

fact that the House passed the McCall bill, but

that the Senate had done nothing. In support of

his demand the President cited the fact that the

agreement with Canada forces him to do all in his

power to get legislation enacted carrying out that

agreement.

* +

Ballinger Resigns as Secretary of the Interior.

Richard A. Ballinger's resignation as Secretary

of the Interior (vol. xiii, p. 1096 : vol. xiv, p. 54),

dated January 19, was accepted on the 7th by

President Taft, and Walter L. Fisher of Chicago

was appointed by the President as Mr. Ballinger's

SllGCGSSOr.

* * *

Senatorial Decision in Favor of Senator Lorimer.

A speech by Senator La Follette on the floor

of the Senate of the United States in opposition

to the right of Senator Lorimer of Illinois to re

tain his seat in the Senate (p. 62) was inter

rupted on the 1st by announcement of the hour

for roll call on the Lorimer case. Senator La

Follette was saying: “I am not able to say where

the $140,000, which was proven to have been used

in Wisconsin to defeat my election, came from,

further than to be able to say that I can prove

that part of it came from Wall Street º:

and at exactly this point the interruption came.

The roll was then immediately called, with the

following result:

For Lorimer: Republicans, 35; Democrats, 11;

total, 46. Against Lorimer: Republicans, 22; Demo

crats, 18; total, 40.

Senator Frazier of Tennessee and Senator Ter

rell of Georgia, both regarded as opposed to Sen

ator Lorimer, did not vote; neither did Senator

Taliaferro of Florida and Senator Lorimer of

Illinois. Senator Aldrich of Rhode Island was

absent. The Senators who voted in favor of

Senator Lorimer were the following:

Republicans: Bradley, Brandegee, Briggs, Bulk

eley, Burnham, Burrows, Carter, Clark, Crane, Cul

lom, Curtis, Depew, Dick, Dillingham, Du Pont,

Flint, Frye, Gallinger, Gamble, Guggenheim, Hale,

Heyburn, Kean, McCumber, Nixon, Oliver, Perkins,

Penrose, Piles, Richardson, Scott, Smoot, Stephen

son, Warren, Wetmore.

Democrats: Bailey, Bankhead, Fletcher, Foster,

Johnston, Paynter, Simmons, Smith, Thornton, Till

man, Watson.

The Senators who voted against Senator Lorimer

were the following:

Republicans: Beveridge, Borah, Bourne, Bristow,

Brown, Burkett, Burton, Clapp, Crawford, Cummins,

Dixon, Gronna, Jones, La Follette, Lodge, Nelson,

Page, Root, Smith, Sutherland, Warner, Young.

Democrats: Bacon, Chamberlain, Clarke, Culber

son, Davis, Gore, Martin, Money, Newlands, Over

man, Owen, Percy, Rayner, Shively, Smith, Stone,

Swanson, Taylor.

+ +

Monopoly of the “Friar Lands”. Approved.

The ruling of Attorney General Wickersham

more than a year ago (vol. xiii, p. 3), that the

church lands bought from the Recollet friars by

the United States do not come under the regula

tion of the Organic Act of the Philippine Govern

ment which provided that the unappropriated land

obtained in the Philippine Islands by treaty with

Spain, should not be sold in tracts of over forty

acres, called out so much opposition in Congress

(vol. xiii, pp. 245, 395, 564), in the Philippines

(vol. xiii, pp. 564, 1021) and elsewhere that an in

vestigation was ordered by Congress, and the Sec

retary of War, speaking in September in Manila

(vol. xiii, p. 1021), announced that no large sale

of the lands would be authorized until the situa

fion should be entirely cleared up.

º

On the 3d the Committee on Insular Affairs

of the Lower House of Congress submitted to the

House majority and minority reports on the ques

tion. The dispatch of the Chicago Inter Ocean

thus sums up the points of agreement and dis

agreement of the two reports:

The majority report argues that as a practical

expedient the “friar lands” should be disposed of in

larger quantities to attract buyers, while the minori

ty claim that the sale of the “friar lands” in large

tracts may develop a system of absentee landlordism

as obnoxious to the Filipinos as that of the friars

against whom they once rebelled. The latter also

suggests that a friendly proceeding be begun in the

courts by the officers of the Philippine government

to determine the exact legal status of the “friar

lands” with respect to public lands regulations.

As to the acquisition by E. L. Poole of 56,000 acres

of the “friar lands” on behalf of Horace Havemeyer,

Charles J. Welch and Charles H. Senff, both reports
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declare the public officials involved were not culpa

ble, being guided by the best available interpreta

tions of the law. The majority members, however,

deny that the land was obtained by the sugar trust,

while the minority assert that if the sugar trust

did not acquire it “the next door neighbor to the

sugar trust” did, and that there is apparent “a com

munity of interest,” evidencing a holding by one

person of upward of 56,000 acres of land.

The minority accepts the situation as unavoidable,

but holds the incident up as a warning against “fur

ther exploitation of the lands by American capi

talists,” and suggests that no more sales of large

tracts of the “friar lands” be consummated pending

the action of Congress or the outcome of court pro

ceedings that might be instituted by the Philippine

officers.
* -

The majority report was signed by Representative

Olmstead of Pennsylvania, chairman of the com

mittee, and Representatives Crumpacker of Indi

ana, Hamilton of Michigan, Fuller of Illinois,

Graham of Pennsylvania, Parsons of New York,

McKinlay of California, Douglas of Ohio and

Fornes of New York. The minority report was

submitted by Representatives Madison of Kansas,

Hubbard of Iowa and Davis of Minnesota.

+ +

Chicago Mayoralty Campaign.

The official count of the votes cast for mayoral

ty candidates at last week's Democratic primaries

gave E. F. Dunne a gain of 183 votes, and Carter

H. Harrison a gain of 47 votes, over the police re

ports published in last week's Public (p. 201).

This left Mr. Harrison with a plurality of 1,420

votes, as against the 1,556 police report plurality.

Believing that frauds had been perpetrated, and

that the rights of the fifty-odd thousand Demo

crats who had voted for him should be conserved,

Mr. Dunne on the 3rd gave formal notice of de

mand for a recount of the ballots. Mr. Harrison

announced that he would not only interpose no

obstacle to a recount, but would join his opponent

in the request that it should be made. Mr. Dunne's

petition was filed on the 6th, and was granted by

Judge Owens, and on the same day the recount

was begun. By the evening of the 7th the count

had proceeded sufficiently far to satisfy Mr. Dunne

and his attorneys and managers that the official

count had been essentially correct; therefore, to

save the election officers further trouble and the

city further expense in the matter, they requested

that the count be discontinued. Mr. Dunne stated

that he was satisfied that Mr. Harrison had been

fairly nominated, and “as the choice of the Demo

cratic party at the primary,” he was “entitled to

the votes of the Democrats of Chicago.” Judge

Owens issued a court order stopping the recount at

the end of the 15th ward. This court order fixed

the plurality of Mr. Harrison at 1,420, the figures

of the official count of the ballots,

Nominations in Springfield.

Springfield, Illinois, having adopted the com

mission form of government (p. 11), nominations

for Mayor and four commissioners were made by

direct primary on the 28th. The present Mayor,

J. S. Schnepp (vol. xii, p. 373), was re-nominated,

with Roy Seeley to contest the election with him;

and for the four commissioners the following

nominations were made: George E. Coe, Frank

H. Hamilton, Willis J. Spaulding, Roy R. Reece,

Emil Smith, Frank H. Hatch, H. B. Davidson

and Joseph Farris. Spaulding and Farris have

long been identified with the group of single tax

ers at Springfield which includes Frank D. Bode

and George Lee, wholesale grocers of that city.

Bode distinguished himself as an alderman—a

democratic Democrat elected from a Republican

district—and he polled a heavy vote four years

ago as independent candidate for Mayor (vol. x,

p. 8). Spaulding, as head of the water works de

partment under Mayor Schnepp (vol. xii, p.

1035; vol. xiii, p. 111), has made a strong record

and a fine reputation, as has Farris (vol. xi, p.

54; vol. xiii, p. 377), who is in the present board

of aldermen as a democratic Democrat from a

normally Republican district.

+ +

Land Value Taxation Bill in New Jersey.

A bill for land value taxation in municipalities

upon a referendum vote, was introduced in the

lower house of the New Jersey Legislature on the

27th, by Assemblyman Arthur P. Jackson, Pro

gressive Republican from Passaic. In an inter

view reported in the Passaic Daily News Mr. Jack

son thus described his bill:

It goes into effect only after it has been submitted

to the people in any municipality. If it is adopted

by the people it provides that in such muni

cipality thereafter all personal property and

all buildings or other improvements upon land shall

not be taxed, but the entire amount of the taxes to

be raised in said community, other than excise taxes,

shall be levied upon land alone, according to its

value.

Provision is made in the bill for the valuation and

return to the County Board of Taxation and to the

State Board of Assessors of the valuation of all the

personalty and the buildings and other improve

ments thus exempt, so that in ascertaining the

amount of money to be paid by the municipality to

the county, and in ascertaining the average tax rate

to be applied to the assessments of the railroads, the

municipality shall arrive at such results by treating

the valuations of said exempted property as though

the same were listed for taxation.

This prevents any disturbance of the railroad tax

or the abolishment of the county tax, and makes it

sure that the effects of the experiment under this bill

will be confined entirely to the municipality which

tries the experiment.
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The Single Tax Initiative in Oregon.

Vigorous steps have begun in Oregon for the

purpose of submitting to every county in the State

at the November election of 1912 a proposition

to adopt the single tax in those counties respect

ively. The right and power to do this was secured

at the election last fall by the adoption (vol. xiii,

p. 1233) of an amendment to the State Constitu

tion allowing each county in the State to obtain

revenues for the purpose of meeting its own local

expenses and its proportionate share of the State

expenses, by any method of taxation the voters of

the respective counties adopt. Accordingly, sub

scriptions for funds in compliance with the cor

rupt practices law of Oregon are being circulated

now in the various counties in the form substan

tially of the following, which is for Multnomah

County, the county in which Portland is located:

Multnomah County Business and Labor Tax Exemp

tion League

Portland, Oregon, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , 1911.

I hereby subscribe the sum of Dollars

per month, payable on the first day of each month

to the Treasurer of said League, for the period end

ing November 30th, 1912.

This subscription is to pay the expenses of said

Multnomah County Business and Labor Tax Exemp

tion League in proposing and advocating the adop

tion by the people of Multnomah County, at the

general election in 1912, of a law in substance as

follows:

Be it enacted and ordained by the people of Multnomah

County, in pursuance of the provisions of section 1A of

Article IX of the Constitution of Oregon:

Section 1. That all business, labor, trades, occupa

tions and professions, and the right to conduct, work at,

or practice the same; and all forms of personal property

and personal estate; and all improvements on, in and

under all lands, shall be and hereby are exempted from

taxation for any purpose within Multnomah County; and

no tax shall be imposed upon any trade, labor, business,

person, occupation or profession under the pretext of a

license or the exercise of the police power within said

County.

Section 2. All taxes within Multnomah County shall

be levied on and collected from the assessed values of

public service corporation franchises, rights-of-way, and

the assessed values of all lands and other natural

resources in said County, except such lands as are used

only for municipal, educational, literary, scientific, re

ligious or charitable purposes already exempt from taxa

tion by law. Until otherwise provided by law, the as

sessed value of all standing timber of natural growth shall

be taxed in like manner as the value of land.

I hereby authorize C. E. S. Wood, Geo. M. Orton,

E. S. J. McAllister, H. J. Parkison, A. F. Miller, H.

W. Stone, Will Daly and John F. Logan to act as

Executive Committee and Officers of said League,

With power to fill vacancies and to appoint addi

tional members of the Executive Committee.

(Signed). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

No. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Street.

* - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Treasurer.

Alanson M. Himes, Membership Solicitor and Collector.

+ +

Traction Question in Cleveland.

For months past the Cleveland traction com

pany (vol. xiii, p. 973) has been trying to escape

its responsibilities to the city under the Tayler
ordinance (vol. xiii, p. 181), and on the 2nd the

Cleveland Chamber of Commerce appointed a

committee to inquire into the matter and report

the facts. In advising such a committee, the

president of the Chamber, who appointed it, ex

plained in a preliminary speech that—

there are two classes of people who would be glad

to see the Tayler grant fail—those who advocate

municipal ownership, and those who prefer to have

the city give a straight franchise to the street rail

way company. . . . If readjustments are required

to meet the needs and help the city, then we ought

to be prompt in lending our aid. The readjustment,

i, made, should be with the view of helping make

the Tayler grant successful, not of harming it.

On the part of the company, President Stanley

said:

There ought to be some changes so we can fin

ance our needs with businesslike economy and

protect our stockholders. Without this we are

unable to secure funds with which to purchase addi

tional equipment and extend our lines. This com

pany will afford the committee any information it

may possess that the committee thinks will be

helpful.

In an interview after the appointment of the

Chamber of Commerce committee, the City So

licitor, Newton D. Baker, repeated a declaration

he had formerly made, that the proper solution

of the Cleveland traction question is municipal

ownership. Tom L. Johnson refused to comment

publicly at this time on the proposed investiga

tion. The investigating Committee of the Cham

-ber of Commerce is composed of the following

persons:

F. H. Goff (lawyer), chairman; and Warren S.

Hayden (of the bond brokerage firm of Hayden,

Miller and Co.), Charles E. Adams (General Man

ager of the Cleveland Hardware Co.), Henry W.

Stecher (Secretary and Treasurer of the Pearl

Street Savings and Trust Co.), H. A. Higgins (Gen

eral Manager of the Standard Tool Co.), Warren

S. Stone (Chief of the Brotherhood of Locomotive

Engineers), and the following lawyers: George B.

Siddall, Homer H. McKeehan, D. C. Westenhaver,

(one of Mayor Johnson's legal advisers in the public

interest in traction controversies), and James R.

Garfield.

+ +

Newspaper Business Amenities.

There was a printers’ strike in the Hearst news

paper establishments in Chicago (those of the

Examiner and the American) on the 28th, in con

sequence of which the Examiner—the morning

paper—appeared with only four pages. This dis

closed a curious understanding between members

of the newspaper owners' union, the name of

which is the “American Newspaper Publishers'

Association,” and which has “locals” in the dif

ferent cities. Inasmuch as Hearst's Examiner,
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one of the members of the Chicago “local,” was

unable from the strike to issue more than four

pages on the 1st, the other members of the Chi

cago “local” limited their papers to the same size

fºr their issues of that date. Accordingly the

Tribune, the Record-Herald and the Inter Ocean,

as well as the Examiner, and the Journal, the

News and the Post, as well as the American, ap

peared on the 1st as 4-page papers. The Socialist

was the only daily in Chicago which came out

with its full complement of pages on that day.

The strike came to an end on the 2d. It was

disapproved by the officers of the International

Typographical Union.

+ +

The British Parliament.

A vote on second reading of the Asquith mea

sure for restricting the veto powers of the House

of Lords (p. 204) was taken in the British House

of Commons on the 2nd. Mr. Chamberlain had

ºffered his amendment in behalf of the Opposi

tion, declaring that the House of Commons would

welcome the introduction of a bill which, while

reforming the composition of the House of Lords,

maintained its independence as a second chamber,

but declines to proceed with a measure which

places all effective legislative authority in the

hands of a single chamber, and offers no safe

guard against grave changes made without the

consent of the people. This Opposition amend

ment was defeated by a majority of 121. On final

vote the measure, as presented by the Ministry,

pºssed second reading by 368 to 243—a majority

of 125. It was then referred, on Mr. Asquith's
motion, to a committee of the whole House.

+

A bill providing for a referendum to the voters

ºf questions of great national importance was of.

fered on the 2nd in the House of Lords by Lord

Balfour of Burleigh. It passed first reading

without opposition. This measure is intended as

chºk to the Asquith program for abolishing the

Lords' veto.

+ +

New French Ministry.

Following the resignation of the Briand min

istry last week (p. 205), Antoine Emmanuel Er

hºst Monis, Radical Republican Senator from the

Gironde, accepted the invitation of President Fal

lieres to attempt the formation of a cabinet. The

membership of his cabinet was announced on the

&nd. On the 6th the new government won a vote

ºf confidence in the Chamber of Deputies by a
hallot of 309 to 114. -

+ +

Provisional Government Established in Honduras.

Francisco Beltran, one of General Bonilla's

supporters, has been agreed upon for provisional

President of Honduras (p. 157), to serve until

October, when a President is to be elected. The

members of the cabinet and all other government

officials are to be selected equally from the ad

herents of the former president, Mr. Davila, and

the adherents of General Bonilla, the leader of

the revolutionary movement. Complete amnesty

has been agreed upon, and the Honduran govern

ment is to pay the war expenses of both sides. Ab

solute freedom for the presidential elections in

October is guaranteed. It is expected that Gen

eral Bonilla will offer himself as a candidate, but

that Mr. Davila will not do so.

+ +

China Suffering from Plague and Famine.

The plague which is devastating China (p. 85),

described as pneumonic in character and very

fatal, is apparently coming under control on the

borders of the country, but to how great an ex

tent it may be ravaging the interior, where gener

ally very unsanitary conditions prevail, seems, on

account of the inadequate news service, to be

very uncertain. It is asserted from Peking that

the death rate from the famine now prevailing in

many districts (vol. xiii, p. 1233) is far more

appalling. Dr. Samuel Cochran, an American,

who is engaged in the work of relief, writes: “One

million people will die before the first crop is

harvested. This will be scanty, because the people

have not the strength to till the soil and no ani

mals remain for plowing.”

NEWS NOTES

—Aberdeen, S. D., at a special election on the

28th, adopted the commission form of government.

—Peoria, Ill., rejected, and Clinton, Ill., adopted,

the commission form of government on the 28th.

—Governor Norris of Montana on the 28th ap

proved a bill providing for the commission form

of government for cities in that State.

—Rev. Herbert S. Bigelow is to lecture on the 13th

at South Bend, Ind.; on the 15th at Big Rapids,

Mich., and on the 16th at Saginaw, Mich.

—John W. Bengough, the well-known Canadian

cartoonist, is to give an “Economic Chalk Talk” at

Ford Hall, Boston, on the evening of the 12th.

—Charles Frederick Adams is to speak before the

Board of Trade of Westfield, Mass., on the 21st; and

before the Civic Club of New Bedford on the 23rd.

—Fire in a moving picture theater at the little

Russian town of Bologoie in Novgorod province, on

the 6th, caused the death of ninety or more women

and children.

—West Park No. 2, located at S. Jefferson and W.

14th Sts., held a five-day anniversary celebration

during Washington's birthday week. From music and

gymnastics to dramatics and debates, the souvenir

program gave evidence of a genuine neighborhood
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social center in which all ages and tastes are taking

part.

—The lower house of the Nevada legislature adopt

ed on the 6th a resolution submitting the question

of woman suffrage to a vote of the people. The

question now goes to the Senate.

—It is announced that the Union Labor Advocate

of Chicago, which has for the past ten years been a

monthly publication, will be continued as a 16-page

daily. The first edition of the daily appeared on

the 1st.

—The initiative and referendum feature of the

commission form of city government was held by

the Court of Appeals of Texas on the 1st to be un

constitutional under the Texas Constitution (vol.

xii, pp. 113, 519).

—The Relation of the Chicago Municipal Cºm

paign to the Single Tax is to be considered at the

Chicago Single Tax Club on Friday evening, the 10th

(508 Schiller Bldg.). The principal speakers are an

nounced as H. H. Hardinge and Geo. A. Schilling.

—In connection with the Chicago mayoralty elec

tions it is to be noted that all voters who did not

register in October, 1910; or who, having registered

at that time, have changed their domicile since, must

register on March 14, if they wish to vote at the

April elections. -

—The Illinois Senate on the 2nd passed, with only

one negative vote, a bill offered by Senator Barr,

providing that the petition for recall in cities having

the commission form of government, shall be made

25 per cent of the voters, instead of 75 per cent (vol.

xiii, pp. 231, 255).

—It was reported on the 1st from New York that

Charles D. Norton, secretary to the President (vol.

xiii, p. 896), who recently resigned that office, is to

become vice president of the First National Bank

of New York City, one of the prize places in New

York banking circles.

—J. J. Pastoriza (vol. xiii, p. 675) of Houston,

Tex.;_"Single Tax and Home Rule Pastoriza,” as

he has been locally called, was nominated at the

Houston primaries on the 28th as one of the twelve

City Commissioners, receiving the second highest

number of votes cast.

—Hugh L. Nichols, State Chairman of the Demo

cratic party of Ohio, was appointed on the 1st as

Lieutenant-Governor of that State, to fill the vacancy

caused by the election of Atlee Pomerene to the

Senate of the United States (p. 62), Mr. Pomerene

having resigned on the 1st as Lieutenant-Governor.

—A bill virtually abolishing the Circuit courts,

and giving the work now performed in them by the

Circuit judges, to the District court judges, was

signed by President Taft on the 3rd. The Circuit

judges will be left free by the new arrangement for

their more important work on the Circuit Court of

Appeals.

—The New York Liberal Club is to discuss the

question, “Is Anything the Matter with the Doctors?”

at a dinner at the Hotel St. Denis, March 15. Speak

ers: Norman Hapgood, editor “Collier's Weekly”;

Upton Sinclair, author “The Jungle”; William J.

Robinson, M. D., editor “Critic and Guide”; Lincoln

Steffens, author “The Shame of the Cities”; and

John Haynes Holmes, Church of the Messiah. (Miss

Caroline M. Dexter, Sec'y, Hotel Martha Washington,

New York.)

—The Senatorial deadlock in Montana (p. 81) was

broken on the 2d, when Henry L. Myers, a Democratic

“dark horse,” was elected to succeed Senator Car

ter (Republican), on the 79th joint legislative ballot.

Press dispatches state that Mr. Myers' name was not

mentioned until the last ballot, on which he received

all the Democratic votes before the result was an

nounced. He was not an avowed candidate.

—The legislative bill on school books (vol. xiii, p.

518) proposed by the Illinois Federation of Labor,

is ready for presentation. It provides for uniform

textbooks in all parts of the State, the State to

own the copyrights and to ask for bids on the

printing. President Edwin R. Wright of the Fed

eration told the committee that the plan would

save the parents of Illinois school children, $1,000,000

a year, and that it would bring into the printing

establishments of the State $2,000,000 a year.

—In the German Reichstag on the 1st an attack

upon the government was made by Socialists, who

charged that German soldiers had been lined up to

fire at dead human bodies for the purpose of accus

toming them to aim at men. The government ad

mitted the fact of having soldiers fire at dead hu

man bodies, but denied that it was for the purpose

charged. They explained that it had been done long

ago and on bodies destined for dissection at the hos

pitals for the purpose of enabling surgeons to study

rifle wounds. It was explained also that in every

case the bodies were covered so that the soldiers

saw only the covering.

-The end of the Mexican insurrection (p. 203) is

not in sight. The State of Chihuahua remains in the

hands of the revolutionists, and business there is

paralyzed. Battles continue to be vaguely reported.

Dispatches from Washington in the afternoon papers

of the 7th announced that four armored cruisers had

been ordered to Guantanamo, Cuba, and that 20,000

troops, more than a fourth of the whole United

States army, had been started for the Texan border.

This mobilization has been ostensibly arranged for

army and navy practice maneuvers, but it is remem

bered that American investments in Mexico have an

estimated value of more than $700,000,000, and it is

well known that American investors are becoming

anxious over the apparent inability of the Mexican

government to cope with the insurrection.

—John Mitchell, to whom the national -convention

of the United Mine Workers of America voted the

option of losing his membership in the miners' or

ganization or resigning his position in the National

Civic Federation (p. 206), announced his resignation

from the latter on the 1st, and in connection with

this announcement it was stated that Seth Low,

president of the Civic Federation, had accepted Mr.

Mitchell's resignation. In his resignation Mr.

Mitchell said: “I regret the action of the miners'

convention, not so much that it requires me to

choose between the two organizations, as because

of the unjust and gratuitous attack upon the Na

tional Civic Federation, which, in addition to its

many other useful public activities, has stood con

sistently as an advocate of righteous industrial

peace.”



March 10, 1911. 231
The Public

-

PRESS OPINIONS

Points in the Primary Contest.

The Chicago Record-Herald (ind. Rep.), March

2.—The fact is clear enough that in the particular

election the direct primary law has been employed

with terrific force against the party leaders. But

it is not probable that a fatal blow has been struck

at organization indorsements, and without such ex

traordinary popular interest as was exhibited Tues

day amid exciting and unusual conditions the trained

bands will be found again working effectively at

the old stand. It has been demonstrated, however,

that there is very great help in the law if the voters

will only do their duty, and through it we may be

able to secure a much simpler and more thorough

means for attaining the desired object.

+ +

Chicago's Mayoralty.

The Detroit News, March 1.-With Carter H. Har

rison the Democratic nominee for mayor of Chi

cago, and Prof. Charles E. Merriam as the Repub

lican, the voters have a clean cut division upon

which to fix their choice quite regardless of party.

Mr. Harrison is a practical politician, an expert in

all the arts of the machine, and a reactionary who is

opposed to every reform that would weaken the pow

er of the machine and bring government closer to

the people. Mr. Merriam is the exact reverse of all

this. He is an idealist and a progressive Republic

an who is in hearty sympathy with most of the rea

sonable reforms. It is to be expected that both

party machines will oppose Mr. Merriam and act

as a unit in behalf of Mr. Harrison. The sole hope

of Mr. Merriam depends upon the progressive ele

ment in the Democratic party. If these for the sake

of principle are willing to cast aside partisan feeling

Mr. Merriam has a chance; but the things that two

party machines headed by so expert a machinist as

ex-Mayor Harrison can do to an opponent who is un

practiced in the arts of handling elections are alto

gether too numerous to mention. The contest invites

the interest of the whole country because its final

result may be said to have a national significance.

+ +

The Lorimer Senators.

The Chicago Tribune (Rep.), March 2.—By order

of the powers that rule, Aldrich, Bailey, Penrose,

Bulkeley, Hale, Gallinger, Dillingham, Depew, Flint,

Carter, Burrows, and the obscure representatives of

organized money have challenged the honor, and in

telligence, and self-interest of the people of the

United States, challenged it with an insolence which

they have never so plainly shown before. Let them

go on, now that they have begun. Let them fill up

the cup. Let them make use of their votes against

reciprocity as they have against the recapture of the

senate by the people through the direct election of

senators. Let them fight tariff reform and every

measure devised for the pruning of their tentacles,

for the protection of representative government, of

law abiding business and the general welfare. They

have won a glorious victory. It will be the costliest

in the history of government by big business in this

country.

+ +

Wages and the Cost of Living.

Market Letter (Warren W. Erwin & Co., 26 Beaver

Street, New York), Dec. 12-That wages have not

nearly caught up with the great advance in prices

of the last dozen years is certain. The latest veri

fication of this fact is furnished by the annual re

port of the Bureau of Labor and Industries of New

Jersey. This report, published on December 10, is

apparently the freest from political bias of any

recent report on wages and the cost of living. It

shows that while wages have risen an average of

22.2% in the last twelve years, the cost of living,

so far as foodstuffs are concerned, has risen 40.96%.

The report says that, as a matter of common knowl

edge, house rent and other family requirements have

gone up as rapidly as have the prices of foodstuffs.

Under these conditions it is unsafe for railroad off

cials and other large employers of labor to count

on either reduced costs for materials and supplies

or reduced wages of labor.

•k --

Judicial Barbarism in Japan.

The (London) Nation (Lib.), Jan. 21.-The Japa

nese Court of Cassation has confirmed the sentence

of death upon Dr. Kotoku, his wife, and twenty-three

other Socialist prisoners, who stood accused of a

plot to assassinate the Emperor. The trial has been

a disgrace to a country which affects to be civilized.

It was conducted from beginning to end with closed

doors, and even the prisoners' counsel (who may

or may not have been allowed to defend them) were

sworn to secrecy. It is not even known what sort

of evidence was produced, though confessions are

alleged, a fact suggestive of torture. But, in fact,

there has been no trial at all. Before the Court of

First Instance, which alone examined the evidence of

fact, the prisoners were undefended. Then, by a

flagrant illegality, the case was carried over the inter

mediate courts, to the Court of Cassation, which

can consider only legal points. A beheading with

out any form of trial, in the old-fashioned way, would

have been more decent than this travesty on the

forms of law. [Jan. 28.1—The memory of these vic

tims of Japanese “justice” will be cherished with Fer

rer's. They have suffered a judicial murder, and

Japan cannot plead, as Spain could, that she acted

in haste at a moment of danger and panic. The

crime of this secret “trial,” in which the court that

weighed the facts tried the prisoners undefended,

and the court which allowed a defense excluded the

facts as beyond its scope, will remain a blot on the

Japanese escutcheon which we see no reason to

ignore or forget.

+ +

When Women Get the Ballot.

The Sacramento Bee (ind.), February 28-What

we may be coming to, when women get the ballot

in California, is indicated by the action of the

Women's Non-partisan Political League of Spokane,

in propounding a list of sixteen questions for male

candidates for office to answer. The questions relate
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to matters of immediate and vital interest to the

women themselves, their homes, husbands and chil

dren, and some of these matters are of a nature

ruling masculinity did not think they knew about

or dared to speak out loud about. Abolition of the

third degree, restriction of the social evil, saloon

closing and regulation, enforcement of the laws

against gambling, compulsory water meters, reduc

tion in cost of gas and electricity, a universal trans

fer system on street railways, street improvements,

disposal of household garbage without cost, inaugu

ration of a system of weights and measures, nomina

tion of women to membership in Park, Health and

Street-cleaning Departments, and also establishment

of a Free Employment Bureau for Women, interest

the new feminine electorate. The women intimate

that an affirmative answer to their wishes will be as

good as a nomination, if not an election. They even

want appointments of women as police officers, for

the protection of women, women probation officers,

matrons for the city jail, and a municipal home for

men and women! This is progression with a ven

geance—not that it is too radical, but because the

likelihood of getting those desirable improvements

is now greater than ever before. What the women

want they are almost certain to get.

+ +

The Universal Progress.

British Land Values (land value taxation), De

cember.—In this election, which is the sequel or

echo of the last, we feel more free than usual to take

a general view of the issue. The last election was

so decisive and fruitful, and the educational work

done in the interval has been so far-reaching, that it

is possible to associate our own fortunes and expe

riences with those in other countries. Whether we

look at our Colonies, at the United States, or at the

Continental nations, we find in each of them a force

at work breaking up existing systems. Conditions

vary according to the number of the countries, but

everywhere progress towards freedom is noticeable.

The fierce heat of the struggle in Britain is warning

receptive minds and spirits in every part of the

world, and these are sending back encouragement to

the people here. Within the last few months Aus

tralia as a Commonwealth, and as a number of

States, has taken a long step towards our object.

There is a spirit of challenge and rivalry in her

adoption and extension of the Budget policy of the

mother country. Western Canada is moving, and the

United States have broken away from deadening

bonds which have held them in a monotonous and

uninteresting imprisonment for years. This keen

and sustained political exercise should produce a

new race of strong and enlightened citizens in the

world, whose civic spirit and strength will be the

guarantee for the most beneficial results in the near

future.

+ + +

'Twas “Mary had a little lamb,”

Not many years ago.

But now she has to vegetate,

So high the prices go.

—Princeton Tiger.

RELATED THINGS

CONTRIBUTIONS AND REPRINT

“BUT THE EARTH HATH HE GIVEN

TO THE CHILDREN OF MEN.”

For The Public.

Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be

not highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the

Living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy.—

Paul's first Letter to Timothy, vi.17.

Tell those who have pride in their riches,

Those searching for power and place,

That they should beware of their hauteur,

And banish conceit from their face;

That the way they gained wealth—not the dollars—

Will count at the end of the race.

Go tell them their trust is uncertain,

When placed in their illgotten gain;

That if they have burdened the helpless,

'Gainst their credit is counted the pain;

For the hour is swiftly upon them,

When Justice between men shall reign.

Say, Rich Man, cease reading your titles;

They are worthless to you as the sand.

You can see on the wall the firm writing;

You can follow the Living One's hand.

Your vested intrenchments are falling;

God gave all His creatures the land.

E. G. LeSTOURGEON.

+ + +

A RUSSIAN FABLE.

Kate S. Gates, as republished in Unity.

A peasant, it is said, was once on his way to

town with a fine flock of geese he had been fatten

ing for market. "

As he plodded slowly along, prodding now one,

now another with his long rod to keep them in the

road, he was busily engaged with pleasant antici

pations: his flock was sure to fetch a good price.

“There's not likely to be many as good,” he

said to himself. “I’m sure to do well; but I’ll

hurry along to be sure and get there in good

season.”

And, so saying, he flourished his rod vigorously

amongst the refractory geese, to quicken their

steps. But the geese resented his treatment of

them bitterly, and stopped every one they met to

complain of him.

“We are the most unfortunate, ill-treated geese

in the world,” they said. “Cannot you see how

this mujik is chasing and prodding us without

the least regard for our feelings? If he were not

so ignorant, he would know that he ought to pay

us reverence; for are we not the noble descendants

of those geese who saved Rome long ago? Special

feast days are even yet appointed in their honor.”

“But what has that to do with you? You do
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not expect feast days appointed in your honor, do

you?” asked one to whom they had appealed.

“You have done nothing to deserve them, have

you?”

“Our ancestors,” began the geese volubly—

“Oh, yes, I know about them; but of what use

to any one have you been 2°

“Our ancestors saved Rome,” proudly declared

the geese.

“Quite true; but again I ask, what have you

done?” -

“We why, we have done nothing ourselves,

but our ancestors”— -

“I care nothing about them,” said the traveller.

“Let them rest in peace. They received just re

ward for their service. Had you wished homage

done to you, you should have done something to

earn it. Since you have not, you are fit only to

be roasted.”

+ + +

TAXATION OF LAND VALUES IN

CANADA.

Portions of Special Correspondence from Edmon

ton, Published in the Toronto Daily

Star of October 22, 1910.

Edmonton may be called the home of the Sin

gle Tax. Though the name of Edmonton has

been on the map for over a hundred years, the

period of its larger growth may conveniently be

dated from 1904, the year the city charter was

granted.

In the charter the principle of the Single Tax

was adopted as the basis of assessment and taxa

tion, that is, taxation on land values only, with

no tax on improvements; and this being now the

sixth year of its operation, it is of interest to

inquire how it works out, and how the people

like it.

The Single Tax idea was modified by the addi

tion of business and income taxes, but the head

of Opinion here is towards taxation of land values

pure and simple, and it is probable that in a

few years' time the business and income taxes

will be discarded. The people like the system.

One hears no sentiment at all in favor of going

back to assessment of building or improvement

values. It is simple and easy of administration

and equitable in results. It prevents, or at least

tends to prevent, the holding of land vacant for

speculative purposes. Two pieces of land equally

well located, one vacant, and the other with a

million dollar building on it, would contribute,

Qutside of the business tax, exactly the same

amount to the city funds, so that one can see that

the holding of land vacant or with cheap, light

revenue producing buildings is not apt to be a

profitable venture for any great length of time.

Of course the recent rise in land values has been

30 rapid and so phenomenal in extent that so

trifling a thing, in comparison, as taxation has

hardly been given a thought; but taxation neces

sarily keeps pace with rise in land values, and in

the long run it will not pay to hold on to unim

proved town sites.

Outside the business center it costs no more

taxation to carry improved, revenue-producing

property than it does vacant land similarly situa

ated, and that fact alone must in the long run

result in a compact, well-built-up city, and it is

as well a factor to be taken into consideration in

the purchase of outlying lands in the corporation.

The corporation of Edmonton embraces now

about ten thousand acres. It has a total assess

ment of thirty millions and a tax rate this year

of seventeen mills on the dollar. The general

assessment is based on land value only, fixed by

the assessor. He is guided in fixing this value by

recent sales, by his knowledge of the property, its

location, etc., and in arriving at this he pays no

attention to the character of the building or

whether it has any building on it at all or not.

* :: ::: :::

The satisfaction given by the system of taxation

followed in Edmonton has induced other corpora

tions to follow suit.

Strathcona, the city across the river, with 5,000

inhabitants, imbedded the system into its charter.

This year that city has progressed so far towards

the pure Single Tax as to cut its business tax in

half. -

The City of the Plains, Regina, investigated,

and adopted the plan.

The biggest city of the West, the young giant

of the coast, Vancouver, has gone the full length,

and this year adopts the Single Tax pure and sim

ple, land values only, without business tax. The

result there will be watched with the widest inter

est. It is the first to go the whole hog, and to go

it on an extensive scale.

Enquiries and delegations from many parts of

Canada, and from many parts of the United States

as well, have reached Edmonton on investigation

bent, and the system may already be said to have

obtained a solid foothold in the West.

The simplicity and ease of administration of

the system is one of its chief beauties. It is much

easier to compare and equivalate assessment of

land than of buildings or personal property.

There are practically no appeals made from as

sessed values as such. The whole business of the

Court of Revision for the city is disposed of in

a sitting of an hour or two duration.

No doubt a good part of its success here is due

to the service of a competent and impartial official

who deservedly has gained the confidence of the

rate payers. To the assessor and tax collector,

which offices in Edmonton are combined in the

person of that dour yet canny Glaesca' chiel, Mr.

D. M. McMillan, is due much of the credit for

the inauguration and successful operation of the
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system in the city. He has perfected the details

so that it runs along like clockwork, and he is

given practically a free hand in working it out.

To him and to the genial mayor of the city, Mr.

Robert Lee, we are indebted for the particulars

from which the scheme has been outlined above.

Everything is not lovely, however, not even with

the Single Tax. When the city takes on growing

pains and demands room for expansion, the outly

ing districts do not want to come into the charmed

Single Tax area. Their assessment would be

mostly all land values, and they claim that the

parts of the city where extensive improvements

exist free of taxation would get them the best of

the bargain. They demand concessions, and Ed

monton had to grant their demands to coax them

in. The city agreed that for five years their as

sessment would be made for school purposes only,

and it will be three years yet before the added area

pays full taxes.

Strathcona agreed that until the farm lands

were sub-divided and sold they would only be

assessed at $10 per acre, equal only to a trifling

assessment of $10 each for a town lot. The sub

divisions of farm lands spring up all around the

fringe of the corporations, where land is cheap

and taxation very light, and residents still have

the advantage of contiguity to a center of popula

tion. This kind of thing occurs in every city, of

course, but the tendency thereto seems to be in

creased by the Single Tax System.

+ 4 +

“INNOCUOUS INSIGNIFICANCE.”

Herbert Quick in the Grand Junction, Colo., Daily

News of February 24.

Speaking against direct election of United States Sen

ators, Senator Root argued that bad men sometimes come

to the Senate, but that they soon find their level of “in

nocuous insignificance.”—News Item.

“Innocuous Insignificance!” This doom

Falls on the naughty senator, quoth Root—

Then looked with solemn pride about the room—

And met, mid-glance, the gaze of Prophet Smoot!

A shining, bald pate nodded. Gallinger

Looked turgid Penrose fairly in the eye—

Stout champions, both, of Richard Ballinger—

They knew the great Elihu did not lie!

Depew pressed Simon Guggenheim's soft fingers

In mutual sympathy too deep for words.

Penrose remarked, “Root certainly has stingers

For nine-spot senatorial dickey-birds!”

One tear was dropped by Joseph Weldon Bailey

At thought of tainted Solons, lost and lone;

But, cheered by his own virtue, turned he gaily

And spoke high things to William Joel Stone.

Aldrich assented, saying nothing oral,

Returning innocent glance to Carter's glance—

The words were musical, poetic, choral—

Great Words! “Innocuous Insignificance”!

They tell what every keen observer marks,

That patriots only get preferment there;

That Burtons, Platts, Quays, Hannas, Burrs and

Clarks

Waste all their fragrance on the Senate air.

That if the Senator—ah! more's the pity!—

Be e'en a little bad, the Senate's wont

Is to accord him place on no committee

Save on “Condition of the River Front.”

The naughty man may sometimes reach the Senate;

But there his fell career at once stops short:

He's cut by Murray Crane ere he can ken it;

Or slain by Lodge's lethal gaze and snort.

Where is the man of life the least immoral

Who ever in the Senate took his stance—

(Or owed to gold one vote within his corral)—

But found “Innocuous Insignificance?”

Stupendous phrase! It fills the mouth like Homer;

Winds out in sinuous iambs, foot by foot;

Breaks roaring on as rolls the hollow comber;

Lights up—the curious mind of Mr. Root.

BOOKS

CANADIAN INSURGENCY.

The Revolt in Canada Against the New Feudalism.

By Edward Porritt. Published for the Cobden

Club by Cassell and Company, London.

This timely book should be welcomed and read

by all students of the tariff. The story of what

Mr. Porritt calls the Revolt is fully told, so that

the reader can easily see its importance. The

reader can also see that these Canadian insurgents

may perform a real service to themselves and their

country, and, by influence and example, to other

countries, by being stout and faithful in their

Revolt against what Mr. Porritt calls the New

Feudalism. “Democracy in Canada,” he holds,

“could be more untrammelled than democracy in

England or in the United States. There is no

constitutional barrier to democracy in Canada.

There is no House of Lords, and Canada has no

such rigid constitution as the United States.”

By the “New Feudalism” Mr. Porritt means,

of course, the “privileged interests.” In fact, he

uses this expression in speaking of the unchecked

power of extortion which the privileged interests

have built up through control of Parliament, of

the Government, of party organization and ma

chinery, and of the daily press. It is no new

story, only an old story in another setting. *

There may be some new developments in the

story of this Canadian Revolt, as it moves on to

its conclusion. It will be worth our while to

watch the progress. Mr. Porritt quotes many re

freshing and vigorous words from the insurgents
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of the Canadian west, who seem to be in dead

earnest.

This revolt of 1910 is, as the writer says, only

the beginning of a great struggle, and the strug

gle must not end with a mere revision of the

tariff. To make the Revolt effective and worth

while he sees that it will be necessary to wrench

loose from the government the grip of the New

Feudalism, and to restore representative institu

tions to the service of democracy. How this is

to be done is a problem not only for Canada but

for some other regions that might be mentioned.

Mr. Porritt has a way of selecting very apt and

happy quotations for his book and chapters. Many

of these are so good that the sympathetic reader

can not but feel like passing them on. One of

these, from a speech delivered at Edinburgh in

1895 by Thomas F. Bayard, is worth requoting

at any time, and I give it here, as follows:

In my own country I have witnessed the insati

able growth of that form of state socialism styled

protection, which I believe has done more than any

other single cause to foster class legislation and

create inequality of fortune, to corrupt public life,

to banish men of independent mind and character

from the public councils, to lower the tone of na

tional representation, blunt public conscience, create

false standards in the popular mind, to familiarize

it with reliance on state aid and guardianship in

private affairs, divorce ethics from politics, and place

politics upon the low level of mercenary scramble.

J. H. DILLARD.

+ 4 +

VITAL THEMES.

The Rational Life. By Will J. Erwood. Published

by Will J. Erwood Company, Baltimore, Md.

Price, $1.00.

“This volume is an effort to make better the

world in which we live today,” says the author.

The subjects covered are “Love,” “Marriage,” “Di

vorce,” “The Sex Question,” “Social Evils,” “The

Rational Life,” “The Conquest of Self.”

It is inevitable that vital topics like these, if

sincerely and openly discussed, should reveal the

interior depravity of some of our conventional

ideas and practices. Mr. Erwood, while disclaim

ing the imputation of pessimism, does not hesi

tate to speak with brutal frankness to the prudish

mind which needs to be shocked before it can be

aroused to think of the evils it has tamely and

ignorantly accepted as irremediable. In awaken

ing rational thought upon matters most deeply

affecting the welfare of human society, the author

of “The Rational Life” is doing the only service

that counts for ultimate reform. It is education

that must knock the props of ignorance from un

der the false customs that are perpetuated because

their real quality is not thoughtfully analyzed.
A. L. M.

+ + +

A grapefruit is a lemon that has had a chance:–

Puck.

Books RECEIVED

—The Solution of the Child Labor Problem. By

Scott Nearing. Published by Moffat, Yard & Co.,

New York. 1911. Price, $1.00 net.

—Socialism. A Critical Analysis. By O. D. Skel

ton. Published by Houghton, Mifflin Co., Boston and

New York. 1911. Price, $1.50 net.

—Annual Report of the Director of the Mint. For

the Year ended June 30, 1910. Published at the

Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C. 1911.

—Proceedings of the Buffalo Conference for Good

City Government and the Sixteenth Annual Meet

ing of the National Municipal League. Held Novem

ber 14, 15, 16, 17, 1910. Edited by Clinton Rogers

Woodruff. Published by the National Municipal

League. 1910.

PERIODICALS

The Fortnightly.

If any one wishes to know of the activity of anar

Chists in the way of publications, he should read

the article in the February Fortnightly on Anarchist

Propaganda in England. The article, which is

signed simply G., has evidently been inspired by the

Tecent Outbreak from “the windows of a house in

Stepney.” As usual on such occasions, writers

arise with all manner of dire warnings and solemn

advice. England has long been the land of free

Speech for Europe, and let us hope that she will so

continue. Free speech is too precious a possession

to be legislated out of life because of occasional in

stances of evil results which may possibly be laid

at its door. The only way to fight free speech is

free speech.

J. H. D.

+ +

The Forum.

The Forum for February is an unusually rich

number. Archibald Henderson’s “Mesage of Tol

stoy” is well worth reading. “Tolstoy,” he says,

“was the apostle of publicity. Without abating one

jot or tittle of the facts, without sparing friend or

foe, without respecting persons, even to the Czar

himself, Tolstoy flung forth the naked truth.” Mr.

Henderson thinks that America needs the same sort

of publicity—not exposure of more scandals, but

more truthful exposure of social conditions.

“Danae's Song” is a poem of exceptional beauty,

and the article of Richard Le Gallienne on the

“Mystery of Fiona Macleod” is one which all will

value who have caught even a glimpse of this most

interesting “Mystery” in modern literature.

J. H. D.

+ +

The Nation.

The editorial in the Nation (New York) of Feb.

23, on “The Popular Magazine” is worthy of atten

tion. It must be confessed that from several points

of view the writings in some of the so-called popu

lar magazines frequently open themselves to criti"
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cism. First, the public has been taught to expect

that an article in a magazine would, in reliability

of Substance and in literary value, be above the

average of an article in a Sunday newspaper, and

therefore the publication of articles that are actually

below the average of the extra pages of Sunday

editions has been a sort of breach of contract.

Secondly, the exclamatory articles, in too many in

stances, have been distinctly bad in the fact that

they have given exaggerated statements. Besides,

such articles have too often been written in a style

Of hysterical Seizure, Which could not be read by

serious readers without the suspicion of sensation

alism and an overweening desire to increase circu

lation. No article Written in hysterical Style will

accomplish the result of winning the attention of

the readers whose attention is most worth winning.

J. H. D.

+ +

The Edinburgh Review.

The question of heredity is of perennial interest,

and no article of recent times deals more interest

ingly with the subject than the one in the January

number of the Edinburgh Review. It is not possible

to give very briefly even an outline of the article.

“Sexual reproduction,” says the writer, “has at least

the one obvious function of pooling divergent varia

tions.” We have eight great-grandparents, and six

teen great-great-grandparents. If we carry the cal

culation back to the twenty-first generation, the

number of our progenitors exceeds two millions.

“On the supposition,” says the author, “that there

have been no intermarriages, and no admixture of

foreign blood, we must each represent in our own

body the germ-plasm and the characteristics of the

entire population of England less than six centuries

ago!”

J. H. D.

+ +

India in the Magazines. -

Whatever John Morley writes is worth reading,

no matter what the subject may be. His article

in the current Nineteenth Century on British Dem

ocracy and Indian Government throws much clear

light on the awful problems of Anglo-Indian affairs.

One thing he shows is that British Democracy has

at least done no worse than British Monarchy. There

are also very entertaining articles in Scribner's for

January, February and March, by Price Collier on

“The West in the East from an American Point of

View.” The article in the March number deals

mainly with that most puzzling condition known as

the caste system. Some of the facts connected

with this system seem almost incredible, and yet

doubtless to the Martians we have some social in

stitutions quite as puzzling and unreasonable.

J. H. D.

+ +

American Conservation.

The National Conservation Association has pub

lished the first number–February—of its monthly

bulletin, American Conservation. (Colorado Build

ing, Washington, D. C.) Full of excellent pictures

and virile in its sane optimism, this first issue of

Gifford Pinchot's magazine reminds the American

people that they still have valuable national pos

sessions. Alaska—“the land of opportunity"—may

yet be kept for the whole people; and 300,000 Indians

—many of them good farmers—their lands equal to

an area twice the size of New York, are directly

in the government's charge. The mission of the

Bulletin is “to tell the facts of Conservation and

support, promote and extend the activities of the

Association, and nothing else,” writes Mr. Pinchot.

And in a characteristically clear and brief editorial,

he makes a few remarks about the “State rights

controversy.” “Much of the current discussion of

the question concerning State rights as against

those of the Federal Government tends to direct at

tention from the essential issue—indeed some of it

is apparently designed to do this. The actual is

sue relates to the respective duties of the States

on the one hand and of the union of States on the

other hand, toward the sovereign people who, of

The Works of Henry George

Progress and Poverty.

By HENRY GEORGE.

Anniversary Edition. Dark blue cloth, $1.10, post

paid. Paper, 50c, postpaid.

Our Land and Land Policy.

By HENRY GEORGE.

This volume includes some of Mr. George's contri

butions to periodicals and addresses, as:

“Thou Shalt Not Steal” and “Thy Kingdom

Come.” Dark green cloth, $2.50, postpaid.

The Land Question.

By HENRY GEORGE.

Light green cloth, $1.00, postpaid. Paper, 50c,

postpaid.

Social Problems.

By HENRY GEORGE.

Light green cloth, $1.10, postpaid. Paper, 55c,

postpaid.

Protection or Free Trade.

By HENRY GEORGE.

Light green , cloth, $1.00, postpaid. Paper, 50c,

postpaid.

A Perplexed Philosopher.

By HENRY GEORGE.

Light green cloth, $1.00, postpaid. Paper, 50c,

postpaid.

The Science of Political Economy

By HENRY GEORGE.

Dark green cloth, $2.50, postpaid.

The Life of Henry George.
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Anniversary Edition. With eight illustrations
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their own free will, have created and established

both forms of Government for their own benefit.”

A. L. G.

+ + +

Sister Blenkiron: “Yes, I know the Throgsons.

They're as poor as church mice.”

Sister Widgeon: “O, but church mice aren't poor

any more. Think of the basement kitchens we have

in our churches nowadays, and the elegant Suppers

we sometimes have in the lecture rooms!”—Chicago

Tribune.

+ k +

The Candidate (having quoted the words of an

eminent statesman in support of an argument):

“And, mind you, these are not my words. This is

not merely my opinion. These are words of a man

The Single Tax Blotter
FEW PEOPLE READ BOOKS

EVERYBODY READS ADS.

THE BLOTTER IS AN AD. 10c a dozen by mail.

JOHN J. EGAN, 510 W. 169th St., New York City

The Parable of Creation
A stiff cover booklet of 159 pages, giving a Spiritual

Interpretation of the First Chapter of Genesis. , Lessons

ºf practical value are presented under, the following

headings....Out of Darkness, into Light”; “The Heavenly
Firmament"; First Spiritual Fruits”; “The Évolution of

Loyº, and, Faith’; ‘The Living Soul"; "The Image of

God”; “The Sabbath of Rest”. Postpaid for 25 cents.

Pastor Landenberger, Windsor Place, St. Louis, Mo.
Department 10.

WImti's Iſiſt lililtiſt
Public Demonstration for the regula

tion and limitation of hours of

employment for women.

Sunday, March 12, 3 P. M.

275 La Salle St., Second Floor.

SPEAKER: Dr. Caroline Hedger.

SUBJECT: The Cost of the Long Work Day.

There will be a discussion on the Bill for the ex

tension of the present TEN HOUR LAW.

The Crime of Poverty.

By HENRY GEORGE.
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A Great Iniquity.

By LEO Tolstoy.
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By LOUIS F. POST.
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Smaller Profits, Reduced Salaries and Lower Wages—The
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By GEORGE L. RUSBY.
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By EDWARD HOMER BAILEY.

Price, postpaid, 5c: per dozen, 50c.

Direct Legislation—The Initiative and the Referendum.

By JOHN Z. WHITE.
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Franklin and Freedom.

By JOSEPH FELS.
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Who knows What he's talking about.”—London

Sketch.

+ + +

This little story is declared to be true and we

very much hope it is. It relates to Jacob Grimm

and runs:

One of his prettiest tales ends with the words:

“Whoever refuses to believe this story owes me a

thaler.”

One winter morning a little Jewish girl rang the

door bell and asked the servant if Herr Professor

Jacob Grimm was at home. When informed that

he was not, she said politely:

“Will you please hand him this thaler when he

returns?”

The servant took the coin, glanced at it curiously

and inquired who sent it and what it was for.

“I owe him the money myself,” said the little girl.

“Why? What for?”

“Because I don't believe the story about the wolf.”

Just About

a Year Ago–

The fight was on in England over the Budget

—an election which stirred the English people as

nothing had since Magna Charta—and the end

is not yet—

Gifford Pinchot was put out of office by Presi

dent Taft—the conservation movement discred

ited as much as its enemies dared—

The Ballinger investigation, with its trail of

political chicanery, was forced upon an unwilling

administration—

The big Shirtwaist Strike was on in New

York—

The “Cost of Living” problem began to loom

large and dangerous—

Initiative and Referendum movements were

taken up vigorously in a dozen different states—

Roosevelt was at the height of his popularity—

the sun would not rise in the morning until he

had nodded—he was on his way home—the uni

verse was a-tip-toe—

The Insurgents were taking the bit in their

teeth and running off with Cannon and the whole

works— -

Milwaukee was about to elect a Socialist

Mayor—and did, while the world gasped—

And so on. History—the biggest kind of his

tory—was being made every day.

How much of it do you remember?

These—and all other—historic movements are

recorded, unobtrusively but faithfully, week by

week, in the files of The Public—“the best cur

rent history in America.”

The bound volume—strongly sewed, leather

corners and back—$2.25, is now ready for de

livery. (Express prepaid in U. S., Canada, Cuba

or Mexico, $2.75.)

The other II back volumes (the first volume

is out of print) for the same price ($2.25) per

volume. There are not many full sets left—

your library will be increasingly proud of them.

EMIL SCHMIED, Mgr.
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terms, with lucid explanations, and without editoria
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tains a department entitled IRelated Things, in which

appear articles and extracts upon varion:s subjects

verse as well as prose, chosen alike for their literary

merit and their wholesome hunnan interest in relation

to the progress of democracy.
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Advertising Rates

One page, each insertion............................S15.00

*Half page, each insertion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.00

7 inches, single column, each insertion. . . . . . . . ....... 6.75

Quarter page, each insertion. . . . . . . . . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - . 4.00

One inch, each insertion. . . . . . . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ... 1.00

Half inch, each insertion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

10% discount for 6 months'

ment.

5% discount for 3 months' insertion of one advertisement

or 6 months' insertion every other week.

3% discount allowed for cash payment in 5 days from re.

ceipt of bill.

Two columns to the page: length of column, 813 inchet

Width of column, 3 inches.

Advertising forma close on the Monday preceding the Pri

**.* ºf pººr-tºº-sº

insertion of one advertise


