
* *

The PUI

! ~ *

-
*

/ .

blic
A National Journal of Fundamental Democracy &

A Weekly Narrative of History in the Making

LOUIS F. POST, EDITOR

ALICE THACHER POST, MANAGING Editor

JAMEs H. DILLARD, Louisiana

LINcolN STEFFENs, Connecticut

L. F. C. GARVIN, Rhode Island

HENRY F. RING, Texas

HERBERT S. Bigelow, Ohio

FREDER1c C. Howe, Ohio

MRs. HARRIET Taylor UPton, Ohio

BRAND Whitlock, Ohio

HENRY GeoRoe, J.R., New York

Robert Baker, New York

Bolton HALL, New York

FRANcis I. DU Pont, Delaware

HERBERt Quick, Wisconsin

MRs. LoNA INGHAM Robinson, Iowa

S. A. Stockwell, Minnesota

William P. Hill, Missouri

C. E. S. Wood, Oregon

A D VI SO R Y A N D C O N T R IB U TI N G E D IT OR S

John Z. White, Illinois

R. F. PettiGREw, South Dakota

W. G. EGGLEston, Oregon

Lewis H. BERENs, England

J. W. S. Callie, England

Joseph Fels, England

John PAUL, Scotland

GeoRGE Fowlds, New Zealand

Wol. XIV. CHICAGO, FRIDAY, MAY 5, 1911. No. 683

Published by Louis F. Post

Ellsworth Building, 537 South Dearborn Street, Chicago

Single Copy, Five Cents Yearly Subscription, One Dollar

Entered as Second-Qlass Matter April 16, 1898, at the Post Office at

Chicago, Illinois, under the Act of March 3, 1879.

CONTENTS.

EDITORIAL:

Obsolete Statesmen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.09

Free Trade With Canada. . . . . . . . . . . . . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - , .409

Thimble-rigging for Protection. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .409

The “Fake” Referendum in Great Britain. . . . . . . . . . . . 410

Far-fetched and Ill-fitting........... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .410

Death of T. W. Davenport. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 410

Congressman Berger's Prophecy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .411

The Legal Teeter-board. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 411

Touchstone of Democracy (James H. Dillard). . . . . . . . 412

INCIDENTAL SUGGESTIONS:

The Best Charter for American Cities (C. G. Hoag) . .41:

Bank. ºrst and Dangerous Banking (F. J. Van 1

OThis) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 414

Forest Rangers as Thinkers (Chas. Howard Shinn). .415

NEWS NARRATIVE:

The Alleged Labor-Crime Case. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 416

The Lorimer Case..................................... 416

Legislative Bribery in Ohio. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 416

In Congress . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.17

Progressive Republican Organization.................417
Furling the Battle Flags. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 417

Peace Conference in Mexico. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 417

The British Lords' Veto. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 418

Constitutional Referendum in Australia. . . . . . . . . . . . . .418

Anti-Dynastic Revolt in China. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.18

News Notes ........................................ 418

Press Opinions ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 420

RELATED THINGs:

Faith (Dora Sigerson Shorter). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 421

A.Windy Debate (S. Danziger). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 421

Qliver T. Erickson (with portrait). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 421

Responsibility and . Accountability in Popular Gov

ernment (Jonathan Bourne, Jr.) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 422

Tom L. Johnson (J. W. Bengough). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.25

BOOKS:

Peace Societies and the Tariff. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42.5

International Arbitration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 426

“Before Books and After Books is the Human soul”.426

Pamphlets 427* * * * * * * * * * - - - - - - . . . . . . . . . . . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Periodicals . . . . . . . . . . ............. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 427

EDITORIAL

Obsolete Statesmen.

Senator Root is reported to have “made it clear”

in a carefully prepared speech recently delivered

in New York, that he will oppose in the Senate, as

far as possible, every measure which “reflects the

spirit of progressivisin.” He seems to have been

especially blue over the progress of the Initiative,

Referendum and Recall. When an old order

changes, obsolete statesmen drift out with the

tide, feebly protesting.

+ +

Free Trade with Canada.

“We offered the Canadian commissioners abso

lute free trade,” said President Taft at a press

dinner in New York last week, “absolute free tradiº

in all products of either country, manufactured or

natural, but the Canadian commissioners did not

feel justified in going so far.” Here is informa

tion for Canadian producers and consumers. Why

does their government refuse them the benefits of

free trade with our producers and consumers?

What Interests up there is their government pro

tecting?

+ +

Thimble-rigging for Protection.

Attention is called by the American Economic

League of Cincinnati to a queer muddle into

which the Philadelphia Inquirer falls while at

tempting to head off the Democratic crusade

against the tariff. In one paragraph it protests
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that an enlargement of the free list will not lower

prices because prices are kept up not by the

tariff but by trade combinations. Hardly has it

said this, however, when it warns workingmen

that if protection gates are lifted, “cheap foreign

productions” will come in and cut the pay roll.

Just how cheap foreign productions can do that

unless the free list lowers prices, the Inquirer does

not explain.

* *

The “Fake” Referendum in Great Britain.

To appreciate the game in the playing of which

the Tories are making pretensions to democracy

by advocating “referendums,” it is only necessary

to notice their ideas of what a referendum is.

Lord Balfour of Burleigh unloads a referendum

measure of his own into the House of Lords, un

der which a minority of the House of Commons—

not the people themselves, but a minority

a little larger than a quarter of the mem

bership of the Commons,—may appeal to

the people by referendum; and the Tory

leader in the Lords tells him to debate

it as much as he wants to, but not to bring

it to a vote for it is too democratic | In the Com

mons, Arthur Balfour, the official leader of the

Tory party, proposes another kind of referendum.

When the Commons have three times passed a

measure, and the Lords have three times rejected

it, there is to be a referendum ! That is, whenever

the Liberals or their like are in power from

popular elections, the Lords—born into their seats

—may force a referendum by three times balking

the representatives of the people, if the repre

sentatives of the people stand out that long against

them; but if the Tories are in power in the Com

mons there will be no referendum, for the Lords,

being Tory, won't reject the measures of a Tory

House of Commons. It is easy to understand

why the Tories want that kind of referendum,

“and why the Liberals voted it down,” but it is

not easy to understand why anybody should mis

take that kind of “referendum” for the Referen

dum.

+ +

Far-fetched and Ill-fitting.

Some Cincinnati lawyer who prudently pleads

for anonymity, has stirred John R. McLean's En

quirer (as naturally opposed to direct legislation

as a hen to water) up to the point of publishing

a long editorial comparing the Referendum of to

day with Pilate's reference of the case of Jesus to

the mob. “Flanked,” says the Enquirer, “by—

the panoply and gorgeousness with which Rome sur

rounded her colonial governors, and imbued with a

sense of justice and a knowledge of the law, the

mighty Pilate could find no fault with the humble

Teacher who stood before him; but with the same

cringing subservience and fear that would control

and dominate judges today if they were subject to

the Recall, he put the matter up to the surging mob

that surrounded the helpless and inoffensive pris

oner. The Referendum accomplished its ghastly

purpose with a celerity and avidity that astonished

even the martial and warlike representative of the

Caesars.”

The Recall in this erudite illustration gets badly

mixed in the Enquirer's mind with the Referen

dum, but that is not the worst of it. The En

quirer has gone a long way for an ill-fitting

simile. Referendum or Recall, as the Enquirer

pleases, it was not submitted by Pilate to any

“mob” of the common people; they, it will be re

membered, always heard Jesus gladly. The mob

it was submitted to was the court mob. A true

application of the great drama at the court of

Pilate tells not against the Referendum or the

Recall of to-day, but against the way things are

done today by irresponsible representatives. The

influence that demanded the life of Jesus, and

got it of the easy going Pilate, was what in these

days we should recognize as a combine of Big

Business and corrupt politics—of a lumber or a

beef monopolist in the seat of the pursey Pharisee,

smiling upon a bribed legislator who howls, “Cru

cify Crucify" The voice of the common people,

who always heard Jesus gladly, was suppressed,

just as anti-referendumites would suppress that

voice now.

+ +

Death of T. W. Davenport.

In the loss of his father by death, Homer Da

venport, the cartoonist, whose work is known

across the continent, will have many sympathizers

from his own home in New Jersey to his father's

home and burial place in Silverton, Oregon. T. W.

Davenport, the father of Homer, was one of those

old-time and long lived disciples of Henry George,

who have found their greatest joy in delivering his

message. Himself a splendid type of the West

ern democrat, he counted Tom L. Johnson as one

of his heroes, and lived just long enough to have

known of Johnson's going before he went himself.

From 1895 to 1899, he was State Land Agent of

Oregon, and what he saw at the Capital made

him an early advocate of People's Power. “The

Oregon people have been sadly imposed upon by

their officers,” he wrote; “to say they have been

playing government is to describe a poor travesty

on the children's play of keep house.” Mr. Daven

port saw Henry George for the first time just be

fore his nomination for Mayor of New York in
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1897, and when he went to see him the second

time, Henry George was dead. Dreading nothing

about death himself but loss of mind and help

lessness of body at its approach, thereby imposing

burdens upon others, Mr. Davenport was spared it

all. Full of years at his death, he passed away as

he had hoped, “from one sunlit promontory to

another.” -

-

+ +

Congressman Berger's Prophecy.

Congressman Berger is reported as telling the

Harvard Socialist Club last week that another five

years would see twenty Socialist Congressmen at

Washington, and in only a little while longer the

Socialist party would be the second great party

of the country. That is what the Populists used

to say of their party; and the Greenbackers be

fore the Populists; and the Know-nothings be

fore the Civil War; and the Freesoilers before the

Know-nothings; and the Liberty party before any

of those, and the Anti-Masons before them all.

Each of them had at least as good reasons in

their day for their predictions as Mr. Bergèr

now has for his, but all of them collapsed or melt

ed into more spontaneous political re-affiliations.

And so will the Socialist party, if political his

tory is at all prophetic. “Ah!” retorts the So

cialist, “but those old third parties were different

from the Socialist party.” Quite so. The ex

planation is familiar. Each of those parties was

different from its predecessor, in the thought and

speech of its Bergers. And different it really was,

but not as to partisan vitality. When a party of

Socialism becomes the first or the second party

in this country, it will probably be so little like

either of the two Socialist parties of to-day, that

the leading Socialists of to-day wouldn’t know it.

Most “scientific” Socialists will be “agin it,” just

as even now Socialists of the most “scientific,”

type, as they regard themselves, are against Mr.

Berger's group.
-

+ +

The Legal Teeter-board.

When Big Business is accused of bribing law

makers, the legal teeter-board goes up, peradven

ture, at one end. The writ of habeas corpus to

test the lawfulness of imprisonment, is then a

sacred writ of right—so sacred that it may be

got even in anticipation of arrest. Supplement

ed with appeals and other dilatory proceedings,

the “long arm” and “strong arm” of the Law is

thereby paralyzed until Big Business “makes its

get-away.” But when Labor is accused by Big

Business of perpetrating dynamite outrages, the

legal teeter-board may go up at the other end. The

writ of habeas corpus thereupon becomes in Law

an antique formality, more honored in the breach

than in the observance. Accused persons can

then be kidnaped for trial to some distant place

where juries may be the more easily packed by

Big Business hangers-on.

+

When Big Business is suspected of having in

criminatory documents concealed in safes, up may

go the legal teeter-board at the first end again,

and those safes of Big Business are castles of

adamant which the Law must respect as submis

sively as if its “long arm” and “strong arm”

were neither long nor strong. But when Labor

is suspected by Big Business of having incrimin

atory documents concealed in safes, up may go

the legal teeter-board at the other end once more,

and the safes of suspected Labor are as pasteboard

boxes which any hireling of Big Business may

open with impunity. He may do this even under

the blinking eye of the Law, and possibly with

friendly though illegitimate caresses from its

fabled long arm and strong.

+

Is it strange, then, that Labor is losing respect

for Law? Is the Socialist outcry for Labor-class

law and administrators of law such a very far

cry, when Big Business classes are so manifestly

in control as the legal teeter-board indicates? Will

that Socialist cry go unheard much longer by the

great body of Labor if the legal teeter-board keeps

on teetering as it teeters nowadays? Wouldn’t it

indeed be better for all who live in the sweat of

their own faces, for the Law’s teeter-board to have

a Labor teeter instead of a Big Business teeter—if

it must have any teeter at all?

+

“Ah,” says the Fool; “you forget that the dyna

mite outrage of which Labor is accused killed 21

persons, but the Big Business bribery killed no

body.” O, thou Fool' Is that any reason why

the guarantees of the Law for the protection of

innocence should be sacred in favor of Big Busi

ness and unconsidered trifles when Labor invokes

them? If it is, then mark you this: for every

homicide that can be justly charged to Labor out

rages with dynamite, the blood of thousands is

justly chargeable to legislative bribery by Big

Business. If John J. McNamara the Labor offi

cial, and Edward Tilden the Big Business ex

ploiter, were equally guilty of that wherewith they

are respectively accused—and the guilt of neither

has yet been proved,—Tilden would be the more

dangerous criminal of the two. To have taken
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21 human lives in the blowing up of a building

for vengeance, is indeed an awful crime; but sys

tematically to stunt childhood, to distort woman

hood, to brutalize manhood, to spread desolation

and untimely death broadcast, and to that end

deliberately to poison the streams of republican

government by legislative bribery, and all “for the

money there is in it,” is crime unconscionable and

humanly almost unpardonable.

+ + +

TOUCHSTONE OF DEMOCRACY.

A friend of mine writing of seeing Humper

dinck's new opera, Koenigskinder, happened to re

mark on the point that a prince could be recognized

only when decked out in princely paraphernalia.

Now from this remark I would know that she and

Humperdinck were democrats, had the democratic

mind, even if I did not know the fact otherwise.

What is this touchstone, whereby at once the dem

ocratic mind discloses itself?

A man may talk ever so much about the welfare

of the masses, about social betterment, about politi

cal and economic improvement, even about the too

great concentration of wealth and the luxury of the

wealthy classes, and yet not at all have the demo

cratic mind. A man may wear coarse clothes, take

to shirt sleeves on occasion, play the cow-boy, slap

Tom, Dick and Harry on the back, and yet not

have the democratic mind. A man may even be

long to the Democratic party, and always vote at

his party's call, and yet not have the democratic

mind. There are in fact many so-called Demo

crats who have the aristocratic mind. There are

some Republicans, not necessarily belonging to the

ranks of the insurgents, who have the democratic

mind. Personally I know one. What is the test?

The test is not a matter of intellect. Without

doubt a majority of the intellectuals in all the

times that history tells about have been on the side

of the aristocratic mind. Most of the university

people and the collegians have been on this side,

and they are to-day. Most of the writers of good

literature have always been on this side.

The test is not a matter of religion, for nearly all

of the church leaders have had, and still have, the

aristocratic mind. And this is strange, because

Jesus was the truest embodiment, the very incar

nation, the very word made flesh, of the democratic

spirit.

The test is not even a matter of good-will, ex

cept in the deepest sense of this word. In the deep

est sense of the word, good-will is surely a test; but

a man may have good-will to a certain extent,

sometimes to a very large extent, may spend his

money, his talent, his life, in behalf of his fellow

men, and yet in the essential quality lack the dem

ocratic spirit. The democratic spirit is indeed

necessary to the kind of good-will which Jesus

enjoined that we should have toward our neigh

bor, or to the good-will which St. Paul preached in

the thirteenth chapter of first Corinthians. The

very word which St. Paul used in this great chapter

might perhaps better be translated gracious good

will, and in this good-will there is no savor of pride

or condescension. And yet, as I have said, there is

a deal of good-will in the world, of very efficient

good-will, which still partakes of the aristocratic

mind.

What then is the test, what the touchstone of

the democratic mind? If it is not necessarily

found in our works, or our manners, or our politi

cal professions, if it is not to be found in intel

lectual keenness, not in religious requirements,

not in the practical efforts and benefactions of

humanitarianism and philanthropy, where shall

we find it? The test after all is a simple one. It

depends upon our attitude toward men, depends

upon where we lay the emphasis in dealing with

and thinking of the men that are all about us, rich

and poor, high and low, clever and stupid, thrifty

and lazy, respectable and of no repute, pious and

criminal. It depends upon whether we lay the

emphasis upon man as man, upon the value of man

as man, or upon the distinctions between man and

In81m.

If we lay the emphasis upon the value of man

as man, we understand the meaning of the word

equality, which is wisdom to the democratic mind,

but to the aristocratic mind a stumbling block and

foolishness. If...we lay the emphasis upon the value

of man as man, we understand the sentence that

all men are born equal, a sentence which is of

course perfect silliness to the mind which empha

sizes the distinctions between man and man. It is

not that the aristocratic mind may not value man

as man, it is not that the democratic mind does

not see the mountains of differences among men;

the point is, which idea is put first?

+

Perhaps the two most beautiful exponents of

the democratic spirit since the days of Jesus of

Nazareth have been St. Francis of Assisi and

Joseph Mazzini. “Yesterday,” once wrote Mazzini

in one of his prophetic moods in which the future

seemed already realized, “yesterday we reverenced

the priest, the lord, the soldier, the master; to

day we reverence man, his liberty, his dignity, his

immortality, his labor, his progressive tendency;
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all that constitutes him a creature made in the

image of God—not his color, his birth, his fortune,

all that is accidental and transitory in him. . . .

We believe in the sacredness of individual con

science; in the right of every man to the utmost

self-development compatible with the equal right

of his fellows; and hence we hold that whatever

denies or shackles liberty is impious, and ought

to be overthrown, and as soon as possible de

stroyed.”

+

The latter part of the quotation supplies for us

the necessary conclusion to the idea of the first

part, that is, to the idea of the value of man as

man. For, in all who have the democratic mind

toward others there must be the recognition of, and

desire for, the right of each man to his best de

velopment, and the recognition of the further es

sential fact that this best development can only be

attained in freedom. Here again the difference

between the two minds, arising out of the primary

difference as to where we lay the emphasis, con

tinues to be a question of the object of emphasis.

For, in reaching the best development, the demo

cratic mind emphasizes freedom, the aristocratic

mind emphasizes external discipline. It is not

that the aristocratic mind altogether denies free

dom, or that the democratic mind ignores dis

cipline. But the democratic mind lays the em

phasis on freedom, and when it helps, it helps with

out pharisaism or condescension, and when it dis

ciplines, it disciplines with reluctance and

without eclat. The aristocratic mind lays

the emphasis on discipline, enjoys and dis

plavs the process, grants freedom with hesita

tion, and when it helps, no matter how wise and

good the helping, can hardly avoid some register

of condescension. It is not that the aristocratic

mind intends to be pharisaical, or is conscious of

its condescension. The trouble lies in the fact

that the man of aristocratic spirit has allowed his

mind, by birth and custom and environment, to

put too much emphasis on the differences between

his condition and the condition of the other man,

and has not allowed his mind to go on to the deep

er idea of man to man which lies below all differ

ences.

J. H. DILLARD.

+ + +

Presbyterian Elder: “Nae, my mon, there'll be

nane o' they new-fangled methods in Heaven.”

Listener: “I don't know how you can be sure.”

Elder: “Sure? Why, mon, gin they tried it, the

whole Presbyterian kirk wad rise up an' gang oot in

a body.”—Lippincott's.

INCIDENTAL SUGGESTIONS

THE BEST CHARTER FOR AMERICAN

CITIES.

The best form of government for American cities

is that which most conduces to intelligence in the

determination of policies and to efficiency in their

execution, while not sacrificing a jot or tittle of

democracy.

European cities without number have long fur

nished us with examples of efficiency and intelli

gence in municipal government, but in most cases

these governments have not rested on a fully demo

cratic basis, including manhood suffrage.

Apart from the recent experiences in commission

government, American cities in general have had

governments neither as intelligent nor as efficient

as the abilities of the people, shown outside of poli

tics, would warrant us in expecting. And as to the

democracy of our city governments, though thor

oughgoing enough according to the specious test of

the number of officials elected at the polls, it has

been gravely defective when put to the true test of

responsiveness to the will and care for the welfare of

the people.

The commission form of government, combined

with the Initiative and Referendum, means a long

step forward towards greater intelligence and ef

ficiency, and towards real instead of nominal democ

racy. But it is to be hoped that this type of char

ter will not be made into a fetish. If there is any

thing still better we want it. Once on a time civic

reformers supposed that manhood suffrage would al

most bring the millennium.

*

Why is the Des Moines charter better than our

old charters? And how could it be made better

Still?

One reason why it is better than the old charters

is because, under it, the voters elect only officials

important enough for them to know about, and

few enough for them to know about, and be

cause these few officials are given power enough

to be held to account. This is the political princi

ple that has recently been promulgated, in a bril

liant campaign of publicity, under the name of “The

Short Ballot.”

Secondly, the Des Moines charter gives the peo

ple those guarantees of democratic government, the

Initiative and the Referendum. These weapons may

be awkward to handle, but they are good to wield

once in a while when the people are hard pressed,

and they are weapons of great potency when merely

hanging on the wall, ready for use.

These two things, I take it, are the fundamental

virtues of the Des Moines charter, and they are very

great. Now for the imperfections.

One is that this form of charter does not provide

quite the best mechanism for executive efficiency.

To get the maximum efficiency you must have, for

chief professional experts, men or women holding

office indefinitely so long as they satisfy, not the

whole electorate, but a small body of persons whose

opportunities and experience especially qualify them
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to judge. This is the way in which private corpora

tions and many European cities secure efficiency.

Let us not blink the teachings of experience.

Furthermore, the Des Moines Commissioners be

ing the legislative body as well as the executive

heads, their fitness for office must be determined

quite as much by their opinions on policies as by

their executive experience, ability and training.

This leads to what I consider the second imper

fection of the Des Moines plan, namely: In the de

termination of policies the voters are on the horns

of a dilemma. They may either let the little group

of Commissioners determine a policy for them, or

they may determine it themselves through the Initia

tive or the Referendum.

The first alternative is not democracy, because the

Commissioners do not represent all considerable

groups of voters, but only one chief group, or even

only the dominating faction of one chief group. This

results from the method of their election. Real de

mocracy in the determination of policies means law

making that embodies the composite will of the

whole people, freely expressed. The difference be

tween the two methods is the same in essence as the

difference between the legislation of a dictator

chosen by majority vote and the legislation of a

parliament.

Now for the second alternative, that is, for the

voters to determine policies themselves by means

of the Initiative and Referendum. Then they do

indeed enjoy democracy, but to get democracy in

this way they have to forego the very useful services

in legislation of a representative chamber. These

services, if the legislature or council is really repre

sentative, are of great value.

Unquestionably the thrashing out publicly of pro

posed legislation in representative chambers is a

good practical process for which no equally efficient

substitute has been found. On this point students of

politics and men experienced in public affairs are

agreed.

The Initiative and Referendum must be guarded

jealously as a fundamental right and safeguard, but

its use may be minimized by making the legislative

chamber truly representative.

+

To make a charter still better than charters of

the Des Moines type, therefore, we have simply to

retain the Initiative and Referendum, but to substi

tute for the Commission a single chambered repre

sentative council, numbering, say, from seven to

twenty-one members, according to the size of the

city. This council must truly represent all consid

erable groups of voters, and it must have sweeping

powers, including that of the appointment and dis

missal of the chief executive officers.

One chamber is enough. The two-chamber system,

even in the largest cities, is a lumbering piece of

anachronism, tending to delay and to divided re

sponsibility.

The vital point is that the city council should

truly represent all considerable groups of voters.

Here is where the difference between administra

tion and legislation comes in. In the administrative

functions of government we do not want represen

tation of all views; We want consistent and unified

action. That is secured by the appointment of strong

men with liberal salaries as heads of departments

having full power to appoint and dismiss subordi

nates.

The case is different with the policy-determining

functions of government. Here heterogeneity can

not be avoided. To try to avoid it is simply to

flounder from one policy to another after each elec

tion, instead of progressing steadily and surely as

the concensus of public views changes.

Real political wisdom does not require the voters

to elect legislators of similar views because the lat

ter are to be also administrators. It vests the legis

lative and administrative functions in different of.

ficials, whilst making the administrative officials

subject to the will of the legislators in regard to the

principle or policy on which administrative action is

based. C

Then comes the question, How can a city council

be elected so as accurately to represent all groups

of voters? The answer has been twice given by the

cities of Johannesburg and Pretoria, in South Africa.

In October, 1909, and again in October, 1910, each

of these cities elected its council by the method of

Proportional Representation known as the Hare sys

tem. Complete success resulted, and the general

verdict of the South African press was unqualified

approval. No attempt to describe Proportional Rep

resentation can be given here, but ample information

is available.*

+

-

In concluding, I urge on the many advocates of

the short ballot idea that Proportional Representa

tion is merely their own excellent principles carried

to the logical end, and developed, in combination with

one or two other principles, into a plan of govern

ment after their own hearts.

Do you want to bring the really strong men into

office? The system of electing the Johannesburg

Council has just that effect.

Do you want to lessen the scope for activity of

professional politicians? Then use the Johannes

burg method.

Do you want to bring out the present stay-at-home

voter? Let him know that if he does come out his

vote will really count, because if he misses his first

choice he will surely hit his second or some subse

quent one.

Now that the scope of city government is steadily

enlarging, the best we can get is needed. What

American city will win the lasting honor of inau

gurating it?

CLARENCE G. HOAG.

+ + +

BANKING GRAFT AND DANGEROUS

BANKING.

Indianapolis, April 29.

Some members of the new House of Representa

tives have “caught on” to the fact that the Aldrich

monetary commission, besides being a part of the

currency trust conspiracy, is a “graft” of the most

pronounced character. It was organized to assist

*Such information may be got from William Hoag. 19

Milk street, Boston, Mass.; John H. Humphreys, 197 St.

Stephens House, Westminster Bridge, S. W., London,

England, and Robert Tyson, 10 Harbord street, Toronto,

Canada
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the New York financial combinations to secure con

trol of the issue of all paper currency. This scheme

is promoted at public expense. The salaries amount

to $150,000 annually, and other expenses probably

are as much more. The hope has been that through

this commission, the New York banks could central

ize banking power and control the banking inter

ests of the whole country.

+

On January 7th last, the 59 central reserve banks

—39 in New York, 11 in Chicago, and 9 in St. Louis—

held nearly $523,000,000 that belonged to other na

tional banks, and nearly $393,000,000 that belonged

to other banking institutions. Their aggregate de

mand indebtedness to banks outside of New York

city was over $915,000,000. Of this amount over

$243,000,000 belonged to the legal reserves of 321

reserve banks in 46 reserve cities. The remaining

6,838 national banks had deposited with reserve

agents $474,000,000 of their reserves. How much of

this was in the central reserve banks can not be

ascertained from the reports. Probably a large part

of it. On this date they had a deposit liability that

required them to hold a reserve in cash of $352,000,

000. They held $12,000,000 in excess. This was the

aggregate loanable fund of the 59 banks. It was all

in New York. Neither Chicago nor St. Louis had a

dollar of it.

Between March 29th and November 10th, 1910,

those 59 banks had been compelled to call in about

$90,000,000 of their loans and discounts. It was a

rapid shrinkage and would have been disastrous if

the country banks had not increased their loans by

about the same amount. By this increase the coun

try banks were able to relieve the situation, and in

some measure to protect legitimate business. But

this could not be continued, and the country and re

serve city banks have been compelled to reduce their

loans and discounts by a considerable amount.

The official abstract of the condition of national

banks on March 7, 1911, shows that in the sixty

days preceding, there was an increase of loans of

national banks of $155,396,698.28, or about $3,000,000

per day for every business day. Not one dollar of

it was in the country banks. (They decreased their

loans over $17,264,000). Of this amount $144,300,000,

was in the 58 central reserve banks. St. Louis had

lost one bank since the issue of the previous ab

stract. Considering the fact that, on January 7th,

the New York banks had less than $15,000,000 of

cash in excess of their legal requirements, and Chi

cago and St. Louis had none at all, the question

arises how it was possible for this increase to have

been made during the following sixty days.

It was done by playing upon the ignorance and ap

pealing to the avarice of bankers outside of New

York, who could be induced by interest offered and

gains promised, to send into that maelstrom of

gambling over $156,800,000 of the moneys entrusted

to their care by confiding depositors. This transfer

of money to the central reserve cities left half of

the reserve cities short in their aggregate cash re

serve. Without this money from the outside banks,

it would have been impossible for them to have in

creased their loans by any such amount. How much

of fictitious resources was involved in the trans

action it is impossible to determine. A large

amount is indicated by nearly $250,000,000 exchanges

for the Clearing House.

All fictitious resources are not unlawful, but by

the methods of banking permitted under the law it

is possible to increase such resources until, on the

face of the bank reports, they give a deceptive ap

pearance of strength and safety where weakness and

dangerous conditions exist.

+

On March 7th, the 58 central reserve banks held

from outside national banks nearly $607,000,000, and

from other banking institutions nearly $466,000,000,

making an aggregate of $1,073,000,000, when at the

same time they held less than $30,000,000 in excess

of their legal cash requirements. Such a condition

gives no assurance of safety.

The central reserve banks are so controlled that

the Chicago and St. Louis banks are little more than

adjuncts to the New York banks; and there are to:

day no trusts or combinations of any kind, however

bad they may be, that so much need to be investi

gated to the minutest detail, as the New York finan

cial institutions.

It is to the banks outside of the central reserve

cities that legitimate business must look for assist

ance and protection, and not to the central reserve

banks, to any proposed central bank, or to any asso

ciation such as is proposed by Mr. Aldrich. Not

concentration of banking power, but greater inde

pendence of individual banks, will give most assist

ance to legitimate business, and the most reliable

security to depositors. When individual banks learn

that deposits in the banks of New York city, or

anywhere else, except in their own vaults and under

their own immediate control, can be no part of their

reserves—law or no law—and keep their reserves at

home, it will be better for them and better for legiti

mate business.

FLAVIUS J. VAN VORHIS

+ + +

FOREST RANGERS AS THINKERS.

Peace Cabin, Northfork, California.

I have known and corresponded with many forest

rangers in different parts of America, and I thor

oughly respect their plain, straightforward, honest

and progressive ways of dealing with practical sub

jects. Their hard but varied and independent out

door work, and the great responsibilities to the com

munity and the nation, which are placed upon them,

make these forest rangers strong and original think

ers. Some of them cut to the bone, in good terse

English, and as a rule they select first-class reading

and keep up some study. I made a list of ten cent

paper-cover classics in travel, history and biography

for some of them once, and they took hold of it in

good shape.

These picked men, so far as I observe them, hold

party bonds very lightly, read about candidates, fol

low up their records, discuss them, and have a pro

found faith in “fundamental democracy.” They have

lots of quiet courage, that does not “slop over,” and

they have an instinct for square-cut issues and square

cut men. After eight solid years of day by day deal

ings with the rangers in “all sorts of mental, moral

and physical weather,” I can stand off and look at
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them as a class, and say: “These are fine, solid,

healthy and thoughtful Americans who have taught

me more than I ever taught them.”

I heard a ranger say once: “Well, I like to take

three or four weeklies or monthlies that are not

all stories and sensations, but full of meat, and help

ing to make the world better.” I heard another one

say: “I was born with a lot of notions in me; I trade

them off whenever I can find better ones, but I never

feel mean and nasty towards the old ones—they

helped me once.”

The true ranger type is fine, fearless, strong and

full of growth. Especially does his work yield him

patience and willingness to abide the issues. His

fire-fighting and care of the forest give him a pro

found sense of his duty to his fellow-men, and to the

nation. No man could have better life-training, and

these thoughtful mountaineers show the results.

CHARLES HOWARD SHINN.

News NARRATIVE

The figures in brackets at the ends of paragraphs

refer to volumes and pages of The Public for earlier

information on the same subject.

Week ending Tuesday, May 2, 1911.

The Alleged Labor-Crime Case.

John J. McNamara, secretary of the Interna

tional Bridge and Structural Iron Workers’ As

sociation; his brother, James W. McNamara, and

Ortie E. McManigal, all accused of blowing up

the Los Angeles Times plant, were lodged in the

Los Angeles jail on the 26th, having been taken

from the railway train at Pasadena to the jail in

Los Angeles by automobile. John J. McNamara

made the following statement to the United Press

on the 27th :

I will say that this whole business is a frame-up

from beginning to end. I have been made the goat

of a gigantic plot to wreck union labor, the details

of which will come out at a proper time. When I

was seized in my office I was given no opportunity

to consult friends or attorneys, and I had no chance

to wind up my business affairs or personal affairs.

I was whisked out of town and out of the State be

fore I had an opportunity to prepare any defense,

despite my protestations of innocence. If this ar

rest was not a frame-up, why were such methods

adopted 2 This is the first statement I have made

to anyone since I was taken from my office last Sat

urday night.

McManigal is reported to have made a detailed

confession to the prosecuting authorities and to

have refused the services as counsel of the law

yers who are acting for the labor unions. Other

reports are to the effect that these lawyers refuse

to represent McManigal. Mixed with those re

ports are reports that McManigal was used as a

stool pigeon by detectives for the employers' as

sociation. An investigation in Congress has been

asked by Congressmen Berger and Korbly with

reference to the lawfulness of the extradition of

the accused from Indiana. [See current volume,

p. 394.]

* @

The Lorimer Case.

Upon the application of the Helm committee

to the Illinois Senate for contempt proceedings

against Edward Tilden and his associates for re

fusing to testify regarding his handling of bribe

money in connection with the election of Senator

Lorimer, the Senate decided on the 27th, by a

vote of 40 to 7, to order the arrest of Tilden and

his associates—George M. Benedict, cashier of the

Drovers’ Deposit National Bank, of which Tilden

is president, and William C. Cummings, cashier

of the Drovers' Trust and Savings Bank in which

Tilden is a director. The point involved is the

refusal of these men to produce Tilden’s accounts

in those banks for the purpose of showing whether

or not he had used those banks for distributing

the $100,000 bribe fund mentioned in the testi

mony. Upon arriving in Chicago on the 27th

with Senate warrants for arresting Tilden and his

associates, the special sergeant at arms appointed

by Lieutenant Governor Oglesby for the purpose,

postponed arrests until the following morning, the

28th ; and when on the latter date Tilden had ob

tained of Judge Petit a writ of habeas corpus, he

was arrested by the sergeant at arms. The writ

of habeas corpus was then served upon the ser

geant at arms, and a few minutes later Judge

Petit released Tilden on $5,000 bail, after fixing

the 1st for a hearing. Similar procedure was fol

lowed in the case of Tilden's two subordinates. At

the hearing on the 1st the record made it appear

that the arrest had preceded the writ of habeas

corpus by a few minutes; and, refusing to go be

hind the record, Judge Petit upheld the validity

of the writ and proceeded with the hearing. [See

current volume, p. 394.]

+ +

Legislative Bribery in Ohio.

Three men were arrested at Columbus, Ohio,

on the 29th, charged with bribery. The charge

was made by George B. Nye, a member of the

lower house, who testified in making the charge

that he had acted in co-operation with the Speak

er and two members for the purpose of fastening

the crime upon the lobbyists who had corruptly

approached him. When the bribers were arrested

they gave their names as F. S. Harrison, David

H. Barry and A. C. Bailey, and declared that they

were detectives employed by William J. Burns.

This statement was confirmed by Raymond Burns,

the son and office representative at Chicago of

William J. Burns. The younger Burns explained,

as reported on the 1st, that the arrest of the de

tectives was the climax of several weeks' planning

to detect suspected legislative bribery. The client
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of the detective agency in this case is said to be

the National Manufacturers’ Association.

+ +

In Congress.

Congressman Underwood, chairman of the ways

and means committee, began the argument in the

lower house of Congress on the 25th on the free

list tariff bill. After an hour's speech in favor

of the bill he was followed by Congressman Mann,

the Republican leader, in opposition. The debate

has continued since then, and on the 29th the bill

was given right of way daily until voted on, the

º to meet an hour earlier than usual each

ay.

*

A keen controversy between progressive and

standpat Republicans in the Senate has been go

ing on for several days over their proportionate

representation on committees. On the 28th, when

the committee on committees, controlled by

“standpatters,” had reported, Senator La Follette

and 12 others filed a statement of protest. [See

current volume, p. 394.]

* *

Progressive Republican Organization.

Since Minnesota began it last January, the or

ganization of progressive Republicans has extend

ed widely. In Illinois the organization recently

started in Cook County has been made Statewide

by the incorporation on the 28th of the Progres

sive Republican League of Illinois, with Charles

E. Merriam, Charles M. Thompson and Harold

Ickes as incorporators. [See current volume, pp.

. 34, 347.] -

+

Meanwhile the National Progressive League,

with headquarters at Washington, is energetically

extending its work. Senator Bourne of Oregon is

the president of this League, and Frederic C.

Howe is its secretary. The vice presidents are

Congressman Norris of Nebraska and Gov. Osborn

of Michigan. Charles R. Crane is treasurer, and

the executive committee is composed of Senator

Clapp of Minnesota, Senator Bristow of Kansas,

E. H. Hubbard of Iowa, Irvine L. Lenroot of

Wisconsin, Congressman Kent of California,

George L. Record of New Jersey, and Gifford

Pinchot. In a statement just issued, wherein the

League declares its sole purpose to be the promo

tion of popular government, these explanations

are made as to the work of the League:

It is carrying on an active agitation in every State

for the direct election of United States Senators,

direct primaries, popular selection of nominees for

President and Vice-President, a corrupt practices

act, and the Initiative, Referendum and Recall.

These agencies will establish accountability on the

part of the official and a responsive and responsible

government by the people. . Some of our

States, and many of our cities, have improved their

conditions. Oregon has secured the best direct

primary law in the United States, the direct election

of United States Senators, the Recall, a measure for

the popular selection of Presidential candidates,

home rule for cities, a corrupt practices act, and

home rule in the matter of taxation. In Oregon the

people rule, they have the machinery of popular

government. Wisconsin has driven out the boss, the

party machine, the caucus, corruption, and special

privilege in all its forms. In a few years' time Wis

consin has perfected her educational, political, muni

cipal and taxing machinery. Wisconsin, like Ore

gon, has secured most of the reforms for which other

States are still struggling. Wisconsin has achieved

these results by popular government. Denver, San

Francisco and Los Angeles have broken the power

of the boss and the party machine, amended their

charters and secured control of the agencies of gov

ernment. A hundred other cities, scattered over the

country, have adopted the commission form of gov

ernment, with the Initiative, Referendum and Recall.

Through these agencies of popular government they

have secured honesty, efficiency and real represen

tative government. . . The National Progres

sive Republican League is organized to promote—

(1) the election of United States Senators by direct

vote of the people; (2) direct promaries for the nom

ination of all elective officers; (3) the direct election

of delegates to national conventions with opportunity

for the voter to express his choice for President and

Vice-President; (4) amendments to the State consti

tutions providing for the Initiative, Referendum and

Recall; (5) a thoroughgoing corrupt practices act.

The League believes that political conditions are not

due to the indifference of the people, but to our com

plex political machinery. It seeks to correct these

agencies of government so that the people can con

trol and hold their officers responsible to the public

Will. Once Popular Government is achieved,

other reforms will be easily possible.

Literature will be freely sent, upon application, by

mail or otherwise, to the League at its headquart

ers in the Union Trust Building, Washington, D.

C. [See current volume, p. 155.]

+ +

Furling the Battle Flags.

The Chicago Peace Society gave a dinner at

the Congress Hotel on the 29th, with its first pres

ident, George E. Roberts presiding, and the Baron

d’Estournelles de Constant and William J. Bryan

as principal guests and speakers.

+ +

Peace Conference in Mexico.

The armistice between the Government of Mex

ico and the revolutionists in a limited area in the

north of the country for consideration of peace

proposals, having been accepted by both parties,

El Paso has been agreed upon as the place of con

ference, and Judge Francisco Carabajal of the

Mexican Supreme court has been appointed Fed

eral peace commissioner, while Dr. Francisco Vas

quez Gomez, Francisco Madero, Sr., and José
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Pina Suarez have been elected as peace commis

Sioners by the revolutionary party, Dr. Gomez to

have plenary powers if Justice Carabajal has been

accorded them. In the meantime fighting be

tween the two parties continues outside of the

Zºne of the armistice. It is reported that the

Mexican Chamber of Deputies has adopted that

portion of the Bulnes anti-re-election bill which

prohibits the re-election of the President. [See

current volume, p. 397.]

+ +

The British Lords' Veto.

When the Tories proposed in the House of

Commons on the 26th, as an amendment to the

measure abolishing the Lords' veto, that upon the

rejection three times by the House of Lords of a

measure adopted three times by the Commons,

it should be submitted to the people on ref

“rendum, the proposal was discussed at length and

the amendment rejected by 286 to 184. [See

current volume, p. 395.]

*

Home rule predictions are taking on more def

inite form. An idea heretofore strongly enter

tained was cabled as follows on the 30th, from

London to the New York Herald: “A prominent

knight says that in political circles there is a be

lief that an understanding has been reached be

tween the leaders of the Unionist and Liberal par

ties to present a scheme of Colonial representation

in Parliament with home rule all around—for

Scotland, Ireland and Wales, before the corona

tion. The motive, it is claimed, is to demonstrate

the Empire's solidarity at coronation time.”

+ +

Constitutional Referendum in Australia.

At the election in the Commonwealth of Aus

tralia on the 26th the two Constitutional amend

ments described in The Public of April 14th, at

page 342, were defeated. One of them gave the

Commonwealth Parliament full authority not

only over inter-State and foreign commerce, as

now, but also over trade and commerce exclusively

within the States, and over all questions arising

between employers and workingmen. The other

amendment empowered the Commonwealth Par

liament to declare any industry a monopoly and

to conduct it as a public utility. The adverse ma

jorities, reported as large, are a defeat for the so

cialistic element of the Labor party, the party

now in power.

+ +

Anti-Dynastic Revolt in China.

Canton, lying in South China at the mouth of

the Canton river opposite the English island and

city of Hongkong, is the center of a suddenly

exploded revolt against the rule of the Manchu

dynasty over China. Fighting began on Thursday

of last week with an attack upon the Viceroy's

palace. On Saturday it was reported that Li, the

Taotai (official head of a circuit of prefectures)

of Canton, had been assassinated, that Brigadier

General Chung had been killed, and that hundreds

of revolutionists had been killed or wounded in

the fighting. On Monday it was reported that re

bellion was rife through the western half of

Kwang Tung province—the province of which

Canton is the commercial center—but that Canton

was quieter. Information as to the strength of

the movement is meager. Wu Sum, a Chinaman

educated in Japan, and who has adopted Western

dress, is spoken of in the dispatches as a leader.

Brigandage is added to revolt, and the dispatches

tell of another leader, Luk, who is chief of a band

of brigands who are taking advantage of the op

portunity for pillage. That the movement is not

without formal plan seems evident from a proc

lamation which purports to be issued from the

foreign office of a provisional revolutionary gov

ernment, and to have been sent by cable on the

28th from Hongkong to the San Francisco, Chi

cago and New York branches of the Chinese Revo

lutionary Society. The proclamation announces

that if the movement against the reigning dynasty

shall be successful, foreign treaties and other for

eign relations shall remain undisturbed; and de

scribes the power back of the proclamation as

we, the citizens of all China, now waging war against

the Manchu government for the purpose of shaking

off the yoke of the Tartar conqueror by overthrowing

the present corrupt state of autocracy and establish

ing a republic in its place, and at the same time

intending to enter upon a more close relation with

all friendly nations for the sake of maintaining

the peace of the world and of promoting the happi

ness of mankind.

| See current volume, pp. 342, 363.]

NEWS NOTES

—Charles Frederick Adams remains at Calgary,

Alberta from the 7th to the 16th of May, inclusive,

and speaks at Strathcona, Alberta, on the 17th.

—Congressman Sabath (Democrat of Illinois) in

troduced in Congress on the 27th a resolution for the

independence of the Philippines under international

neutralization.

—The use of saccharin as a substitute for sugar

in food was forbidden by the Secretary of Agricul

ture on the 1st, under the pure food law, the prohibi

tion to take effect July 1st.

—The Constitutional amendment for popular elec

tion of United States senators was reported upon

favorably on the 1st by the judiciary committee of

the Senate. [See current volume, page 394.]

—The Japanese expedition to the Antarctic, with

the South Pole as its goal, has been abandoned on

account of the difficulties encountered with the ice
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pack along Victoria Land. [See vol. xiii, p. 1103;

current vol., p. 301.]

—Under the patronage of the Continental

Commercial Bank of Chicago, plans for an educa

tional campaign in favor of the Aldrich monetary

system, and centering in Chicago, were announced

on the 27th as under way. [See vol. x, p. 1210.]

—A resolution offered by Senator La Follette for

a new inquiry by the United States Senate into

the Lorimer case, was referred on the 1st, at Sena

tor La Follette's request, to the committee on con

tingent expenses. [See current volume, p. 394.]

• —France has officially assumed the responsibility

of intervention in the condition of revolt in Mo

rocco. On the 26th Captain Bremond, at the head of

the relief column of French and Moroccan troops,

reached the Sultan's capital at Fez. [See current

volume, p. 396.]

—Resuming work on the 25th the managers of the

steel trust's plant at Birmingham, Ala., announced

that the shut-down had not been for the purpose of

coercing Congressman Underwood but was necessi

tated by commercial conditions. [See current vol

ume, pp. 387, 394.]

–Bangor, Maine, suffered on the night of the 30th

from an extensive fire which swept over the whole

sale and retail business districts and over the best

residential section. The property loss is put at be

tween two and a half and three millions. Two per

sons lost their lives.

—The commission form of city government in Illi

nois was altered by the legislature on the 27th so as

to reduce the number of signatures for a Recall peti

tion from 75 to 55 per cent of the voters. The Sen

ate had named 25 per cent, but the House raised it to

55. [See vol. xiii, p. 231.]

—The Vacant Lot Cultivation and Industrial As

sociation of Chicago, Henry W. Koehler, superin

tendent, asks for contributions to aid in the garden

ing work of the present year. Checks should be

made payable to J. B. Caldwell, Treasurer, Room

76, 127 N. Fifth Ave., Chicago.

—A memorial service in honor of the late Tom

L. Johnson will be held Sunday, May 7, at 3 p. m.,

in Kenyon's Theater, Pittsburgh. The Rev. Harris

R. Cooley of Cleveland will be the principal speaker,

and addresses will also be made by ex-Mayor George

W. Guthrie, Julian Kennedy and other prominent

Pittsburghers.

—Thirteen indictments for violation of the Elkins

law against rebating were returned by the Federal

grand jury at Cleveland on the 26th. Among the

persons indicted is Dan R. Hanna, president of the

M. A. Hanna Company. The indicted railroad com

panies include the Lake Shore, the Pennsylvania and

the Nickel Plate. [See vol. xi, p. 471.]

—Reports of labor strikes that may develop some

thing like a general nationwide strike, appeared in

the newspapers of the 2d, as having begun on the

1st. The details given were 10,000 of various trades

in Chicago, 10,000 in Pennsylvania railroad shops,

9,000 machinists in New York, and 3,050 of various

trades at various points. These strikes are de

scribed as involving the railroad, building, metal

trades, and brickmaking industries, and as due to

“demands ranging from higher wages, shorter hours,

recognition of union and jurisdictional disputes to

internal dissensions over various union claims to

various classes of labor.”

—A decision of the Supreme Court of the United

States on the 1st establishes the authority of the

Federal government, without the consent of any

State affected, to set aside public lands as forest re

serves. The decision is put upon the ground that

the Federal government's relation to public lands is

as a property owner and not merely as a political

sovereign.

—The parliament of Iceland has given parlia

mentary suffrage to all women who have reached the

age of twenty-five, according to a dispatch of the 1st.

The Icelandic women have had municipal suffrage

for some time, and in 1907, in November, they were

reported as asking for full parliamentary suffrage in

a petition signed by a majority of all the women of

Iceland. [See vol. x, p. 757.]

—Congressman Berger (Socialist of Wisconsin) in

troduced a resolution on the 27th in the lower house

of Congress for a Constitutional amendment abro

gating the President's veto, abolishing the Senate,

and forbidding the nullifying of Congressional legis

lation by the courts, all laws passed by the House of

Representatives to be subject to referendum on pe

tition of 5 per cent of the voters in three fourths of

the States.

—Jacob Erlich, treasurer of the Horace Greeley

Memorial Committee (40 West 20th St., New York),

announces the beginning of work by William Ord

way Partridge upon a statue to be erected on Mr.

Greeley’s old farm at Chappaqua, and asks for fur

ther contributions in any sums, large or small, to

fill out the amount required to pay for the statue

and the park-work surrounding it. [See current vol

ume, pp. 133, 148.]

—The Colorado legislature has adopted a bill

which provides for the construction by the State of

a tunnel through the main range of the Rocky Moun

tains, to be leased to the Denver, Northwestern and

Pacific railroad (Moffat road). Originating in the

lower house, this bill was amended in the Senate so

as to require a referendum vote at the next general

election. This amendment was accepted by the

House on the 29th by a vote of 33 to 30.

—Under the auspices of the American Bible So

ciety the three hundredth anniversary of the first

publication of the King James version of the Bible

was celebrated at Carnegie Hall, New York, on the

25th. Letters from President Taft and King George

were read, and James Bryce, the British Ambassa

dor, spoke. Bishop Greer presided. Chicago is

celebrating the same anniversary this week. On the

4th William J. Bryan delivers the principal address

at a mass meeting in Orchestra hall. Notable ex

hibits of rare and curious Bibles are to be seen at

the Newberry Library and at the Haskell Oriental

Museum at the University of Chicago.

+ + +

“Say, boy, who was that lady who stopped you a

moment ago and talked so earnestly to you?"

“That wasn't no lady. That was me

teacher.”—Chicago Record-Herald.

school



420
Fourteenth Year.

The Public

PRESS OPINIONS

The Evils of Immigration.

Portland (Ore.) Labor Press (Labor), March 30.

The evils of foreign immigration arise largely from

two causes. One the mercenary interests of the

transportation trust; the other the narrowing margin

of opportunity to get on the land.

+ +

Whose Is It?

The Chicago Record Herald, May 2.-In the last

four or five years down-town property has under

gone great and rapid changes. Values are as solid

as those in the business center of any large city of

the world. A recent sale of a lot 20 by 100 feet in

Philadelphia for $300,000 caused much local com

ment. This was at the rate of $15,000 a front foot.

State street property is worth $25,000 to $40,000 a

front foot, and a recent offer of $40,000 a front foot

for a prominent corner was refused. Nothing shows

more clearly the prosperity of a city than the aver

age value of its real estate.

+ +

The Same Old Fight.

The (South Bend, Ind.) New Era (dem. Dem.),

March 25.-The arguments against direct legislttion

are born in minds distrustful of the people. . . . Of

course the people will make mistakes at times, but

most governments have been a succession of mis

takes and usurpation of power. The theory of direct

legislation is right in principle. It will work out

successfully in practice, because when the voters

once feel their responsibilities as legislators they

will respond to the new demands and by education

and thought raise themselves to a higher level. It is

from the educational stimulus that greatest good will

come from this reform in government,

+ +

The Grand Junction Plan.

The (Grand Junction) Daily News, March 16.

One of the best editorials written for the Pueblo

Chieftain by Isaac N. Stevens contained this . . . ;

“Several experts on city government have publicly

stated that the Grand Junction city charter is the

best business document, as well as the most pro

tective popular city constitution in America. It is

not remarkable at all if this were the fact; for that

charter was largely drafted by one of the ablest

men in fundamental government principles this

country ever produced—the Honorable James W.

Bucklin. No mistake can be made by the Pueblo

people in following the outlines, at least, of the

Grand Junction city charter, and adapting it, wher

ever necessary, to the Pueblo conditions. Above

everything else, the Pueblo people should insist on

popular government, and all of the measures that

will guarantee and promote such government.”

+ +

The Way of Judicial Salvation.

Collier's (ind.), April 1.-The Chief Justice of the

United States is reported to have said, in speaking

to a friend, that he became more and more oppressed

with the power and responsibility of his position,

and he added that what particularly oppressed him

was the fear that some time the nine Justices might

thwart the will of ninety millions. This anecdote

was told to a member of the Bourbon aristocracy,

who at once answered: “What does White think they

are there for?” . . . Mr. Justice Holmes . . . ob

served that a powerful argument might be made

against the wisdom of the legislation, “but on that

point we have nothing to say, as it is not our con

cern.” . ... for the Supreme Court of the United

States so clearly to recognize this relation between

public opinion, legislative freedom, and judicial duty

makes for the usefulness of our courts and for their

continuance as one of the factors in our civic life.

+ +

Empiricism. -

The (Grand Junction, Colo.) Daily News (ind.

Rep.), March 25.—Theodore Roosevelt alternately

excites admiration, anger and amazement. His re

cent acrobatic stunt in regard to the Recall of the

judiciary is a case in point. In Arizona, Theodore

was against the Recall of the judiciary. In California

Theodore was for it. . . . Roosevelt took the attitude

that nothing had yet been shown in the attitude of

the judiciary of Arizona to make the Recall of the

judiciary necessary. In California, he averred, the

long control of the courts of that State by the

Southern Pacific made the Recall of the judiciary

necessary. . . . This is reducing the Recall to a

mere expedient of government. . . . In Arizona.

having a somewhat unfortunate experience with some

of their judges in the past and having the history

of the courts of California and Colorado before it,

Arizona's citizenship determined that prevention

was better than repair and wisely inserted the

straight Recall in their Constitution. And so will

the people of Colorado, if not through legislative

enactment, by the Initiative and Referendum.

+ +

Philippine Independence and Territorial Integrity.

Summary of editorial from El Ideal, Manila, Jan

uary 14.—The question of independence is insep.

arable from the question of the territorial integrity

of the archipelago. They are, indeed, one and the

same, as the people, their national consciousness

aroused, are beginning to realize. It was in Min

danao that the cry started. Cebu took it up, and

now Manila echoes with it. It was only a few

months ago that a well known man declared that he

would renounce hope of the independence of the

islands if Mindanao were separated. Independence

and territorial integrity; these two go together;

they should be joined in the platforms of every po

litical party; it is a matter of life and death. Wher

ever there beats a loyal Filipino heart, cherishing

an aspiration for the independence of the islands,

let that aspiration be for the independence of a

country not dismembered, but whole, including Min

danao and every other island geographically a part

of the Philippines; and wherever there is a Moro, let

him, too, cherish this supreme ideal upon which de

pends the redemption of the race, his and ours—the

independence of the Philippines.
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RELATED THINGS

CONTRIBUTIONS AND REPRINT

FAITH.

Dora Sigerson Shorter in the London Nation.

I hear the thrush and blackbird sing,

And blackbird sing.

Their honied voices wake the sleeping spring,

The slothful spring;

And as each lovely note sighs forth and soars,

Green to the bough doth come, and bloom restores

The earth from mourning for the year at rest.

She holds the golden babe upon her breast,

The new-born spring, the waking spring.

Their glorious tune I dare not hear,

I dare not hear.

Nor April's flower behold without a tear,

Without a tear.

And friends will come to beat upon my door

With “Open wide thy casement, for before

Was never spring so fair nor song so sweet";

I push the bolt and to my heart repeat,

“I dare not hear, I dare not hear.”

And comes a child to call upon my name,

Taps on the pane,

“Oh, look thou forth and listen, ne'er again,

Oh, ne'er again

Shall thrush and blackbird sing as now they tune

Their voice in chorus for the birth of June.”

Swift from my window wide I lean and cry

What to his curious elders I deny—

And speak my pain, and speak my pain.

“The blackbird's song how can I hear,

How can I hear,

When he who held their singing ever dear,

Who held it dear,

Sleeps sound though all the golden thrushes sing?”

Thus to the child, still idly loitering,

I weeping said, and he did make reply—

“How can he hear, when thou dost sob and cry,

How can he hear; how can he hear?”

Oh, little child, who wouldst not me deceive,

Thou dost believe

That his dear spirit still to earth doth cleave,

Doth cling and cleave,

And in the glory of the earthly air

Finds gladness yet, and still can take a share;

Nor lies he soulless in eternal sleep.

I fling my casement wide, no more to weep—

I must believe, I will believe.

+ + +

A WINDY DEBATE.

For The Public.

“It’s an ill wind that blows no one any good,”

said the Protectionist. “It consequently follows,”

he continued, “that two ill winds will blow twice

as much good as one, and if we make enough ill

winds blow we can blow benefits to every one.

Therefore it is as plain as day that the way to

prosperity is to establish and maintain a beneficent

system of ill winds.”

“You are wrong,” answered the Tariff Reform

er, “Ill winds blow far more evil than good. We

only want enough of them to blow good into the

public treasury. Anything more than that is un

necessary and wrong.”

“Then why have any ill winds at all?” butted

in the Free Trader. “Good winds are far better

than ill ones to blow good into the public treas

ury and everywhere else. Why not abolish the

ill winds entirely?”

The Protectionist and the Tariff Reformer

could not help laughing at the childish ignorance

of the Free Trader.

S. DANZIGER.

+ + +

OLIVER T. ERICKSON.

Oliver T. Erickson, the candidate for council

man of Seattle, who took the lead for nomination
at the open-for-all primary last March and was

elected a few days later by the largest vºte ever
cast in Seattle for any candidate,” W* born in

*see The Public, current volume, page 2"



422
Fourteenth Year.

The Public

Red Wing, Minnesota, in 1858. He spent his boy

hood on a Goodhue County farm, where he received

the frontiersman’s education in hard work.

At sixteen he joined an older brother in Minne

apolis as a carpenter's apprentice. Passing suc

cessively from apprentice to journeyman, foreman,

and superintendent, he helped erect many of the

large buildings of Minneapolis in the later eighties

and early nineties.

He was elected a County Commissioner of Hen

nepin County in 1886 and served four years. Dur

ing that time the legislature created a Court

House and City Hall Commission for Minneapolis

and Hennepin County of which Mr. Erickson was

made a member. He served on this Commission

twelve years, and in a history of the Commission

published in 1909, received a fine tribute for ef

ficient and faithful service. The last seven years

of his residence in Minneapolis he was superin

tendent of buildings and machinery for Wm. Don

aldson & Co. - -

But the cold winters of Minnesota made inroads

upon his health, and in the spring of 1900 he re

signed his Donaldson position and his official place

on the Court House Commission and moved to Se

attle, where he organized the Erickson-Wyman

Company for the manufacture of electrical ma

chinery. Through the eleven years of this com

pany’s life, Mr. Erickson has been its president.

| Mr. Erickson's connection with the single tax

hovement dates back to 1885, when his brother,

E. G. Erickson, who was then living in Chicago,

sent him a copy of “Progress and Poverty.” It

was a case of true love at first reading, and no po

litical affinities have since arisen to disturb its

course. He regards his education, so far as he ad

mits having any, as having begun with the read

ing of that book. The tone of the man’s character

may be caught in this extract from an address de

livered in a campaign for Mayor of Seattle a year

ago: “It has not been my good fortune to receive

the benefits that come from a university education.

I have had to rely on the daily papers as my teach

ers, the magazines as my professors, and the uni

versity of hard knocks as my alma mater. If I

have any fitness for the high office friends have

asked me to seek, the credit is due to those educa

törs, to an affectionate brother, and to twenty years'

association with a cultured and thoughtful wife.”

It was Henry George and his books that made

Mr. Erickson a politician; but a politician for a

cause. Never out of season but tirelessly within

season, he has worked for his cause with the same

forethought and energy he has given to his busi

ness; and political activity has afforded him one of

his greatest opportunities. Whether a candidate

himself or not has made no difference to him ; he

has worked just the same. But such a man—mas

terful though modest, clear-headed and courage

ous—would inevitably be thrust into the lead in

any enterprise he might enter upon. So it was

that he became the Democratic candidate for Con

gress from Minneapolis in 1894, that fateful year

of popular reaction against Grover Cleveland’s ad

ministration, when a Democratic Congress of 94

majority in the lower House was turned into a Re

publication majority of 142. In a nominally Re

publican district, this democratic Democrat and

pronounced free trader, stood no chance whatever

of election, and he was defeated; but his campaign

was among the first of those progressive fights

which Tom L. Johnson began in 1888, and which

are now becoming national in their magnitude.

It is interesting to note that Thomas G. Shear

man made a special trip from New York to Min

neapolis to speak for Mr. Erickson's election in

that campaign, and that Henry George was his

personal friend and political mentor. It was Mr.

Erickson who in the middle '80's brought Henry

George from Chicago to Minneapolis to lecture in

the latter place after his first lecture in the former.

Since going to Seattle, Mr. Erickson has

changed in nothing but the growth that comes with

experience to all who are of open mind and faith

ful purpose.

+ + +

RESPONSIBILITY AND ACCOUNT

ABILITY IN POPULAR GOV

ERNMENT.

Portions of a Speech Advocating the Popular Elec

tion of Senators, Delivered in the Senate

of the United States, Feb. 14, by

the Hon. Jonathan Bourne, Jr.

Recent discussions by some of the opponents of

the pending resolution providing for direct elec

tion of United States Senators have enriched lit

erature, furnished well-rounded periods and beau

tiful diction, resurrected the Athenians and

Romans and carried us back thousands of years,

but have absolutely failed to prove that selfish

interest rather than general welfare is the better

motive power of government or that the individual

legislator is wiser, more unselfish, better devel

oped, or more competent to legislate or select pub

lic servants than is the composite citizen.

A Brief History of the Evolution of Popular Gov

ernment.

The art of printing was discovered in 1456 and

gave to the day of general intellectual develop

ment its dawn. Cromwell (1599-1658) taught

kings true sovereignty—the sovereignty of the

people. John Locke (1632-1704), the son of a

captain in Cromwell’s army and a graduate of

Oxford, among other things printed for the world

his theory of popular sovereignty, which theory

no doubt was cradled in the uprising of the Eng

lish people under Cromwell. Hume (1711-1776)

in England and Jean Jacques Rousseau (1712

1778) in Paris and Geneva, contemporaneously
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revamped, echoed, and re-echoed Locke's theory

of popular sovereignty, and Kant (1724-1804) in

Germany gave it voice. Thomas Paine (1737

1809) in England and America, and Thomas Jef

ferson (1743-1826) in America became the chan

ticleers of liberty and popular sovereignty on this

continent. The chronology of popular sover

eignty in modern times is thus traced through

successive and contemporaneous writers from

Locke to Jefferson, the teachings of each of whom

for democracy it is impossible not to believe ex

erted an influence upon the final formation of

our Government, while it is equally evident that

the compatriots of Paine and Jefferson brought

to bear their knowledge of the failure of ancient

republics, and particularly that of Greece, as fur

nishing arguments against the universal franchise,

the direct responsibility of and to an electorate,

and in favor of some form of beneficent despotism.

It is generally conceded, however, by present-day

political writers, that of these named in the chro

nology, Jean Jacques Rousseau, in his “Social

Contract.” exercised the most profound influence

of any of them upon the world's history. The one

central idea in his political philosophy was popu

lar sovereignty. Around that gyrated the logical

deduction that where there is no equality there

can be no liberty, and where there is no liberty

there can be no general prosperity. His attempt

to construct upon these postulates a working plan

for a democratic government on a large scale does

not signify the unsoundness of the fundamental

truths that lie at the bottom of his thesis. In his

day, and, indeed, until recent times, any attempt

to establish a democratic form of government on

a large scale was not feasible because of the lack

of extensive and rapid intercommunication among

the individual units of a numerous commonwealth

occupying a large area and actuated by different

and ofttimes conflicting interests.

Born a free citizen of Geneva, Rousseau picked

up under adverse circumstances a knowledge of

the ancient political writers, Plato, Aristotle, Soc

rates and others, and was also no doubt familiar

with the writings of Locke, whose theories of

popular government, as modified by his own con

ceptions, he purveyed to his generation in France

and Switzerland.

Social Conditions in America in 1776.

The conditions in the American Colonies, by

the unfoldment of human progress, in 1776 were

barely propitious enough to warrant the fates

in launching the first great Republic that gives

promise of realizing the aspirations of true democ

racy. The field was fallow for revolution, having

been plowed by the Puritans, the Quakers and the

Huguenots, but barely fertile enough for the

planting of a republic, much less for that of

democracy, which could be only a Utopian dream

until made feasible by the development of a high

order of general intelligence and the creation of

time and space annihilators for the individual

units of society to effect rapid interchange of

thought and action. These last-named conditions

are now abundantly in evidence in this country,

and need but the awakening of general intelli

gence as the final auxiliary factor in the trans

mogrification of an irresponsible representative

system into a system directly responsible to a com

pletely enfranchised, intelligent, sovereign elec

torate.

The adverse and favorable conditions for the

establishment of any sort of a popular government

in the Colonies were about equally balanced at the

close of the American Revolution. The lack of

sufficiently rapid intercommunication and close

and frequent contact of the individual units of

each colony with those of other colonies was per

haps the most serious of the adverse conditions.

Diversity of religious sectarianism was another,

national prejudices a third, conflict of trade and

commercial interests still another, and many

others. The favorable conditions were a common

language, a common source of fundamental prin

ciples of law, a certain sense of brotherhood, born

of a companionship in arms, and, after a three

years’ trial of a loose confederacy, a final sense

that in an effective union alone there was national

safety and that, metaphorically, they must still

band together or hang separately in a world of

piratical nations.

So, under these conditions, the Constitutional

Convention of 1787 met for the purpose of “form

ing a more perfect union” of States, to be given

authority in a central federal government with

powers defined and limited by a written consti

tution. -

Opposing Views in Constitutional Convention.

To this convention went adherents of two great

Americans of approximately equal learning but

whose temperaments were the antitheses of each

other, whose observations were from exactly oppo

site viewpoints, whose estimates of human nature

were at entire variance, whose views with regard

to the construction of society and the relations of

people to the Government were antagonistic.

These men were Thomas Jefferson, of Virginia,

and Alexander Hamilton, of New York, and the

latter was himself a member of the convention.

Jefferson was a disciple of Locke and Rousseau,

and his adherents in the convention stood for the

incorporation of the broadest possible democratic

principles in the new Constitution, while Ham

ilton, essentially an aristocrat and monarchist,

without faith, or any kind of confidence in the av

erage intelligence, patriotism, or stability of man

kind, stood for every possible device that went to

exclude and remove from the people any direct

contact with, or immediate or remote responsi"

bility for the Government. It was confederation
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ist arrayed against nationalist. It was the Jef

fersonian idea to retain all the power possible in

the sovereignty of the States and to leave the peo

ple in the respective States to their own devices

in administering public affairs.

It was the Hamiltonian idea to leave with the

States as little power as possible, and with the

people none at all. These two strenuous schools

had each its following, the Jeffersonians chiefly

among the masses who had fought the war and

read Thomas Paine's pamphlets, and the Ham

iltonians largely among the conservative property

owning and commercial classes who had been

Tories or who had straddled the fence during the

progress of the Revolution. The less strenuous

members of the convention gave us the compro

mise Constitution, in the final adoption of which

the Hamiltonian idea predominated, and is best

expressed in the declaration that the Constitution

is an instrument of “admirable checks and bal

ances,” which placed it in the hands of the judicial

branch of the Government to exercise an absolute

veto upon every act of the other two co-ordinate

branches; and, while in the theory only a power

of negation, is, in fact and may be in practice,

one of far-reaching legislative initiation and

crystallization.

Constitutional Method of Electing Presidents

Changed by Usage.

It was provided in the Constitution—since

amended by usage—that the Chief Executive

should be elected by State electors appointed by

the States in such manner as the legislatures

thereof might determine, a provision calculated

to remove Presidents as far from the people as

possible, again filtering power through as many

intermediates as could be devised between the

people and the Government, the source of and the

expression of power.

After dividing the legislative branch between

two houses of Congress and the Executive, giving

to the latter a qualified negation over the exer

cise of legislative power by the Congress, it was

the purpose to further restrict the powers of the

people and get the Government still further re

moved from direct responsibility to them, by first

limiting the tenure of the popularly elected or

lower branch of Congress to two years, and to

check any undue or radical action on its part by

subjecting such action to the approval, amend

ment or rejection of an upper House, a body of

Senators whose respective tenures of office were

fixed for six years and who were to be elected by

State legislatures, so as to take their acts and this

branch of Congress out of the range of direct re

sponsibility to the electorate. By the Constitu

tion the Senators are declared United States offi

cers, representing, in theory, the whole Republic,

though elected to office by particular, individual

States, two to each State. As a political creation,

therefore, the United States Senate is unique in

the whole history of government. The great pow

ers that the Constitution confers upon the Senate,

the method of its creation, the six-year tenure of

the individual officer and the never-dying char

acter of the institution as a body, are all strictly

Hamiltonian in their natures, and were conferred

with the premeditated design of reducing and

minimizing to the last degree the influence, imme

diate or remote, of the electorate over the law

making power of the Government, and in so far as

possible to nullify and render as naught every

vestige of popular sovereignty

In providing for the creation of this branch of

the National Legislature and fixing its status was

found by the convention to be one of the chief

difficulties in agreeing upon the charter of our

Union, because it involved the autonomy and rela

tive share of the States as such in the conduct of

the Federal Government

This was of little concern to Hamilton, how

ever, so long as the powers conferred on the Sen

ate were in inverse ratio to the Senate’s respon

sibility to the people. Roger Sherman, a delegate

from Connecticut, who proposed the plan finally

adopted, and who seems to have been chief spokes

man for the Hamilton contingent, on May 31,

1787, advocated the election of the lower House

of Congress by the State legislatures, and is re

ported by Madison as opposing the election by the

people, insisting that it ought to be by the State

legislatures. “The people,” he said, “immediate

ly, should have as little to do as may be about the

Government.” And this was the actuating motive

of the Nationalists when in the following July

the convention finally, after long and serious de

bates, adopted the present Hamiltonian method of

electing United States Senators.

Constitution as Framed Was Against Popular Sov

ereignty.

When the Constitution was finished by the con

vention and signed, every grant of power it con

tained, every bar it put up between the people

and the Government, every check and balance it

imposed on the electorate and on the States was

Hamiltonian, and, as far as possible, was con

structive of an irresponsible machine. It was

aggressive against State sovereignty, against popu

lar sovereignty, and against the spirit of democ

racy among the electorate of the States. Jeffer

son and his school were, in truth, on the defensive,

and the battle resulted in a victory for what ex

actly at that time was needed—and all that the

conditions then warranted—a union of States

under a centralized government. Conditions were

not then ripe for Rousseauism, in the application

of popular sovereignty, on a national scale. But

witness the 15 amendments to the Constitution

and observe this curious fact: Every single one

of them, in its last analysis, is a recognition of
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the sovereign rights and powers of the people as

against both the sovereignty of the State, as such,

and that of the Federal Government. They are

the people's bill of rights.

Conditions Have Changed.

In the last 120 years conditions have greatly

changed. Electricity and steam, the telegraph,

telephone, railroad and steamboat have established

media of instantaneous intercommunication of

ideas and rapid co-operation of action of the indi

vidual units of society.

Centralization of government, business and the

individual units of society is the inevitable result

incident to the evolution of civilization. With this

centralization comes increased power, and to insure

the proper use of same it must be correlated with

increased responsibility and accountability, which

should go together.

Responsibility and Accountability Must Go To

gether.

To insure good service, responsibility and ac

countability must go together.

vidual is responsible for he should to the same

degree be accountable for. Under delegated gov

ernment he is accountable to the political boss,

who in most cases is but the agent of the largest

campaign contributor, at best a shifting account

ability, because of the relative fluctuations of con

tributions and contributors. Under popular gov

ernment like the Oregon system the accountability

is always to the composite citizen—individual un

known—always permanent, never changing, the

necessitated result being that the public servant

must serve the composite citizen who represents

general welfare or be recalled, where the recall ex

ists, or fail of re-election where an efficient direct

primary exists.

The greater the centralization of power the

wider should be the distribution of accountability.

Where the accountability is to the individual, the

payment will be personal, meaning necessarily spe

cial privilege or serving a selfish interest. Where

the accountability in government is to the com

posite citizen—that is to say, the electorate, or, in

corporate business, to all the stockholders—the

inevitable result is necessitated service for the

general welfare of all, or the earliest possible

elimination of the servant, whether public or cor

porate.

Accountability Secured Through Direct Primary.

I repeat that the securing of proper account

ability of government and corporate officials is

one of our greatest national problems. The solu

tion is simple. In government, direct account

ability of all public servants to party and general

electorates. This can only be secured by the peo

ple selecting all their public servants through di

rect primaries and minimizing the misuse of

money through, comprehensive corrupt practices

acts, with the ultimate absolute elimination of all

Whatever an indi

political machines, conventions and caucuses. In

business, rigid responsibility of the commercial

force to the police force of society. In corpora

tion management, primary responsibility to gov

ernment, equal obedience to laws and equal ac

countability to stockholders, giving the Govern

ment and the stockholders the fullest publicity

of its operations, including absolute honesty and

simplicity of its accounts, thus protecting the

rights of the people and insuring to all the stock

holders proportional enjoyment in the fruits of

successful management, resulting in far greater

stability for values and an infinitely greater mar

ket for its securities.

+ + +

TOM L. JOHNSON.

J. W. Bengough in Toronto Globe of April 17.

Another Captain of the Host

Has fallen, broken sword in hand,

"The Champion of the Right and Just,

A warrior grand;

Full victor-crowned in hearts of all who prize the

brave in every land.

Not what he did, but what he dreamt,

And what attempted, made him great;

His smiling, genial contempt

Of rich estate;

His wit, his wholesome mirth, his pluck, his fine

devotion to the state.

No pallid martyr-face he wore,

This homespun hero, blithe and gay,

Though pains and penalties he bore

For many a day,

And dead at last, a martyr true to freedom's holy

cause he lay.

The age he served was not unstirred

By his great life; that poet cry,”

“A man is passing!” was a word

That found reply;

A man, indeed, who loved his kind and blessed

the world in passing by.

*Vide Edmund Vance Cooke's poem so entitled. See The

Public, April 7, page 325. -

BOOKS

PEACESOCIETIESANDTHE TARIFF.

The Folly of Building Temples of Peace with Un

tempered Mortar. By John Bigelow. Published by

B. W. Huebsch, New York. 1910. -

The Peace Societies, writes Mr. Bigelow, are

building with “intempered mortar.” Let them

read Ezekiel, chapter xiii, and learn their own

vanity. For vain is “the concoction of peace or

ganizations with the left hand while deliberately

and persistently waging a flagrant tariff war

against every commercial nation, not excepting
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our own, by striving simultaneously to support our

government by duties levied upon foreign mer

chandise which we are persistently striving to ex
clude from our markets.”

Morally, the tariff is an abomination. It stirs

up constant discord among nations. It dulls the

moral sensibilities of our people. “The tariff puts

a high price upon the foreign article here. It is

one of the plainest principles of economics that

there is no room in any market for two prices for

the same commodity. Therefore the Yankee man

ufacturer has but to produce a commodity having

an external resemblance to the European article

and offer it on the market as genuine, but at a

price just enough lower to attract the poor and the

ignorant consumer and the knavish shopkeeper.

. . . We have established an international repu

tation for the manufacture of rubbish.”

Commercially, the tariff is “a more gigantic de

lusion than the Ptolemaic theory of astronomy.”

It has swept our great commercial navy from the

seas. “In 1861, when we began to protect the

country by a war tariff . . . we actually owned one

third of the entire maritime tonnage of the world.”

To-day of the twelve great maritime countries only

Russia is poorer in ships than we, and strange

coincidence—only Russia has higher import duties.

Fatal delusion | Within our nation, Labor wars

with Capital, her natural ally; because Protection

is for the strong and, therefore, Famine for the

weak.

In Part II Mr. Bigelow offers his substitute for

the revenue tariff. Single Tax 2 - No. Part

nership of the government, general or lo

cal, in all industrial enterprises which in

volve the partial or whole monopoly of any “land

or water or sun or atmosphere.” For “these are the

capital of the whole nation.” The remaining chap

ters discuss the application of this method to in

dustry.

Delight in the author's classic style, scholarly

wit and impatient wisdom tempt to impertinent

praise.

ANGELINE LOESCH GRAVES.

+ + +

INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION.

International Arbitral Law and Procedure. Being a

Resume of the Procedure and Practice of Interna

tional Commissions, and Including the Views of

Arbitrators upon Questions arising under the Law

of Nations. By Jackson H. Ralston, Late Ameri

can Agent Pious Fund Case, Umpire of the Italian

Venezuelan Claims Commission, Editor of “Vene

zuelan Arbitrations of 1903,” “French-Venezuelan

Arbitration under Protocol of 1902,” etc. Pub

lished by Ginn & Co., Boston and London. 1910.

Mr. Ralston's book is a pioneer in its field, but

the field seems destined to become the widest and

most important within the whole scope of inter

national law. To review such a work critically is

hardly within our province as a non-professional

-

periodical; but its interesting qualities for the

general student are evident from a glance over

the table of contents, and its trustworthiness is

amply attested by the standing of the author.

The author's purpose is to make a concise state

ment and explanation of all the points decided in

international arbitrations which in any important

degree offer a basis for international law. It is

not to maintain any theory. As he declares, it is

“to place before the reader all of the findings of

arbitrators upon propositions presented to them,

to the end that the student or practitioner may

be informed relative to all points so far developed

in discussions before international commissions.”

Over and above the value of the book to law

yers and professional diplomats, and its interest

to students, it has special claims upon the atten

tion of advocates of international peace.

+ + +

“BEFORE BOOKS AND AFTER

BOOKS IS THE HUMAN

SOUL.”

Optimos. By Horace Traubel, New York. B. W.

Huebsch, Publisher. Price, $1.50; postage, 10c.

Walt Whitman’s mantle seems to have fallen on

his faithful friend who in those last months of

sacred service entered into soul confidences with

“the good gray poet” of whose wise sayings he

has elsewhere made a happy record. Yet, it may

be said that in his joyous philosophy of life, no

less than in his fluent and poetical expression

Horace Traubel out-Whitmans Whitman. Free

dom from the shackles of measure and rhyme

permits the fuller outflow of individual thought

and fancy on the familiar subjects quite exhaus

tively treated. Perhaps here is the danger of

rhymeless liberty—the temptation to garrulity

which, without striking originality, may run into

the sandy desert of Tupper’s “Proverbial Philos

ophy.”

But through these rhymeless yet rhythmical poems

whose very titles touch the quick and vital issues

of human experience there sounds the under tone

of an exulting joy and gladness in life which rises

often to a rolling organ peal of praise and

triumph. The common every day things, so sel

dom caught up into the poet's heaven, are wrapped

in clouds of glory, though the words of the

psalmist to be sure, are plain, simple and matter

of-fact enough. It is the spirit within that gives

the vision of glory. Whoever is able to come into

the atmosphere of soul which pervades the poet's

world of “Optimos” will find comfort and cheer

and strength and inspiration enough to return

again and again for the blessing of human faith

and love that are hidden there.

Space does not permit even the naming of titles,

and the transcription of striking passages that re



May 5, 1911. 427
The Public

veal the writer's philosophy; but the reader is in
vited to seek and find for himself the secret of

joy and courage in the unworldly wisdom of

“Optimos.”

It is always the verity of things that the true

poet strives to put into words, though the words

at the last may be the falsest things of all. But

as Mr. Traubel says:

The substance of a man is not in what he measures

himself to be but in what he is.

The collateral of a man is not in his perishable con

quests but in his imperishable loyalty,

For the only real victory of all victories coming to

a man is the victory of love though it is a victory

of defeat.

A. L. M.

PAMPHLETS

The Parcels Post.

Congressman Sulzer has put into the Congressional

Record (and franked copies may be had of him on

request), a report on the parcels post, prepared for

the Manufacturing Perfumers' Association by its

committee on freight and transportation, of which

Frederick F. Ingram of Detroit is chairman. This

report makes a startling exposure of the fact that it

is really not country retailers but city “mail order”

houses, that are interested to oppose the parcels

post. “Mail order” houses give their unprofitable

business only to the mails; their profitable business

goes through the express companies; and they are

in collusion with the express companies to discredit

the parcels post. In view of the disclosures in the

body of this pamphlet, very well may the president

of the Perfumers' Association, Frank B. Marsh, ask

in the introduction to it, why the post office depart

ment should “stagger under a deficit, while the ex

press companies take the cream, express companies

that pay 100 and even 200 per cent profit in spite of

their extravagant and unscientific methods?”

PERIODICALS

Everybody's.

In “Watch Your Congressman”—Everybody's for

May—Lincoln Steffens gives good advice in gen

eral, and advice that is especially good in particular

at the point where he urges voters to keep tab on

Congress by reading the Congressional Record Sys

tematically. “Any group who would combine in a

request to their Congressman,” he writes, “could

have the Record, and they could read it together,”

a good plan being to ask “any clever young man or

woman to do the first reading, mark out the parts

to skip [formalities, courtesies, dead stuff, etc.], and

then read the rest aloud to the group, say Once a

week or every few days.” Such a group would in

deed soon come to be the best informed persons in

their community on all that is worth knowing in

national politics.

+ +

The American.

Albert Jay Nock's taxation paper in the May

American (New York) compares taxation in Can

ada, where there are no constitutional restraints,

and in the United States where so many State con

stitutions foolishly make the wretched “general

property tax” imperative. The spirit of Mr. Nock's

articles may be inferred from this quotation from his

latest: “The American Magazine has received no end

of letters inquiring whether this series is going to

lead out to the single-tax. I do not want to escape

the responsibility of saying that I am a single-taxer

and, naturally, a free-trader. But this is a small

matter. However visionary I may be, it is not likely

that my associates on this magazine would allow me

to devote many pages to recommending reforms that

are not rather immediately practicable. The single

tax (as I think, unfortunately) is not one of these.

The abolition of the general-property tax, however, is

a reform of far-reaching import and immediate prac

ticability. Constitutional restraint can be taken off

"THE Coming Man and his Gespel"; Eight Monday Evening Lectures at the

“Women's Municipal League” Rooms, 46 E. 29th Street, New York, at

8 o'clock. By Charles H. Mann. They set forth a modern Gospel for the

modern man. Each lecture preceded by a foreword on a related subject. Specific

subject for May 8, “The Supermoral Life.” The delivery of these lectures in

various places can be arranged for on moderate terms. Send to box 334.

Summit, N.J., for complete circular.

-
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IDEAL STOCK AND FRUIT FARMS

in Taney County, Missouri, three miles from the R. R. at Hol

lister, where stock winters on the range. No sheep diseases,

herders realize 100 per cent, plowing begins in February. 580
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the taxing power of the legislature at once, in the

way indicated at the close of my last article. Then,

Constitutionally, the United States would stand

where Canada does. The State legislatures might

then enact tax-laws freely, as local circumstances

required. The sources of State and local revenue

might be separated, county option, or municipal or

even village option, might be granted. There would

be room then for a correct theory of taxation to be

worked out experimentally. But absolutely nothing

can be done as long as the general-property tax re

mains in our Constitutions, or as long as the taxing

power of the legislature remains under constitution

al restraint of any kind. Canada simply affords the

most convenient example of the progress made un

der the utmost liberty of the taxing power.”

+ 4 +

“These stocks of yours are worthless."

“I don't care,” said the woman. “The broker is

MEMORIAL
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on which occasion Mr. Johnson was presented with a

large bronze medallion, made by Richard F. Geo

commemorative of his public service under the In
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very accommodating. He has exchanged them four

times.”

+ + +

“You're not going to put up the big office building

you were talking about?”

“No! the land deal fell through.”

“What was the trouble?”

“The owner of the lot refused to sell it outright.

All he'd agree to do was to lease it to me for 999

years—and I wanted to put a permanent structure on

it, you know.”—Chicago Tribune.

+ + +

“You can't see the leading lady now; she is busy

in the dressing room.”

“Is she changing her costume for the next act?"

“No, this is an Ibsen play. She is merely making

up her mind.”—Cornell Widow.
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