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EDITORIAL

Opposed to Sugar-Coated Ship Subsidies.

Another encouraging sign of the times is seen
in the change in public opinion on the question of
Panama Canal tolls. When the bill was originally
passed, levying tolls upon all shipping except our
own, the dominant sentiment of the country was
in favor of the discrimination, regardless of treaty
obligations, or international comity. The bill was
put through Congress, and was defended before
and after its passage, in a way that gave small
credit to the American sense of honor.

&

The stand now taken by President Wilson in
opposition to the exemption of American shipping,
however, has brought out a surprisingly cordial re-
sponse. A few papers and some men still protest.
Some have suggested pressure from England and
Japan as the reason for the President’s position;
but it is more charitable to suppose that his stand,

_ like that of so many others who have had time for

conscience-communion, is due to a desire to play
fair in the international game. It is to be hoped
the exemption will be stricken from the law before
the first American ship passes through the Canal.

s. C.
o o
Rate-Raising Philosophy.

The railroads that are pleading the high cost
of living as an excuse to be allowed to raise rates
scem to have forgotten the famous epigram of
railroad magnate James J. Hill: “The high cost
of living is but the cost of high living.” Mr. Hill’s
intent was to make it appear as though complaints
concerning high prices were not justified. The
remark was repeated and applauded by every up-
holder of and apologist for monopolistic institu-
tions. But now the railroads themselves come, plead-
ing the very thing which Hill denied, as a reason for
laying new burdens on business. 1t would not be
at all unjust to repeat the epigram to them. Re-
cent exposures of rebating are alone sufficient to
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justify suspicion of extravagance. Moreover, this
practice of rebating is one means by which trusts
are created and the cost of living made high.
While it is entirely wrong in most cases to define
the high cost of living as did Mr. Hill, yet he
seems to have been accurate enough as far as the
railroads are concerned. The Interstate Commerce
Commission should dismiss their appeal with the
advice to consider well the wisdom of James J.
Hill.
&

Another unreasonable argument is the one that
general prosperity awaits the increase in freight
rates. If that be true, then a five per cent in-
crease is much too small. It ought to be unlim-
ited. The argument is not only unreasonable but
imprudent. It is needless to say that the increase
will not bring prosperity except to certain big in-
terests. If prosperity should happen to come it
will be in spite of the increase. But if, which is
more probable, it does not come, then the falsity
of the plea will be evident, and resulting public in-
dignation may cost the roads dearly.

&

If raising of railroad rates is what brings pros-
perity then there is another reason why railroads
should not be privately controlled. The source of
general prosperity should be in public hands. Oth-
erwise railroad magnates must have it in their
power to shut off prosperity at any time, as well
as to bring it. The prosperity claim is dangerous
as well as false and foolish. 8. D.

& %
Congressman Bailey’s Amendment.

An amendment to the Alaska government rail-
way bill which ought to be promptly adopted was
offered by Congressman Warren Worth Bailey of
Pennsylvania on January 30. The amendment
provides for redeeming the bonds issued to build
the railway by the creation of a fund “into which
shall be paid the proceeds of an annual tax on the
value of land in Alaska, both publicly and pri-
vately owned, which shall be benefited by the con-
struction and the operation of the railroad or rail-
roads herein authorized.” It further says that
“the value of all improvements in or on the land
being hereby specifically exempted from taxation
as far as the Alaska railway fund is concerned.”

&

Congressman Bailey’s proposition is exactly in
line with ex-President Roosevelt’s suggestion of
an Alaskan policy in his “Confession of Faith.” It
is sound statesmanship. It eliminates from the
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bill its one objectionable feature by which sale of

.government land is authorized. Concerning this

Mr. Bailey says:

If the railroads are to prove a benefit rather than
a mistake, their mere building will create values
equal to if not far greater than their cost. In the
reclamation of arid lands and in the drainage of
swamps we have applied a principle which seems to
me quite as applicable to the development of Alaska.
‘What I intend proposing to do is not dissimilar from
what we do when we bring water to a rainless
region; it is not dissimilar from what we do when
we cut ditches and dig canals for the drainage of
swamps. We have never—or, at least, we have not
often—asked the people at large to bear the cost of
such improvements. Instead, we almost invariably
have said that those who derived the beneflts should
pay the cost. We have. subjected the lands re-
deemed to a special assessment, this assessment be-
ing in proportion to benefits. In other words, we
made one hand wash the other, and only those were
required to contribute who derived a pecuniary ad-
vantage.
&

Just what the result will be of failure to adopt
Mr. Bailey’s suggestion is well shown in his ad-
dress. It would be the same as has occurred in the
rest of the United States, where much valuable
land is withheld from use, much that is in use is
not put to its best use, and where not half of the
land of the country is contributing to the sum of
production. It is as tightly locked against labor
and enterprise as the land of Alaska under a stu-
pid policy which confesses its impotency to deal
with a great problem—the problem of opening op-
portunity without inviting monopoly.

&

Congressmen and Senators should be urged by
their constituents to support Mr. Bailey’s amend-
ment. Its adoption will not only make the pro- -
posed railroad an unmixed blessing to Alaska, but
will prove the practicability of applying the policy
of government ownership to the rest of the United

States.
8. D.

& &
Why Trusts Are Flourishing.

Senator Cummins of Iowa called attention in
the Senate on January 29 to the rise in price of
trust stocks while “trust-busting” operations are
under way. The rise is perfectly natural. Anything
which assures to trusts a longer lease of pred-
atory power must necessarily have a favorable ef-
fect on the value of their stocks. Sinece none of
the “trust-busting” plans involve removal of un-
derlying privileges from trusts, investors in trust
stocks are quite justified in fecling confidence in
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continuance of power to exact from consumers all
that the traffic will bear. It is due Senator Cum-
mins to say that he is the only member of the
Senate who has made a serious attempt, during
the life of the present Congress, to strike at trust
privileges. He offered an amendment to the Un-
derwood bill, while pending, to place all trust prod-
ucts on the free list. The adoption of that amend-
ment would have destroyed all tariff privileges, at
least. But it was voted down by a combination of
Democrats and standpat Republicans. Now noth-
ing more serious against the trusts is in prospect
than a lot of suits under the Sherman law and
enactment of additional laws to regulate, to pro-
hibit, to restrict and to punishe Until the under-
lying privileges are seriously attacked, trusts
will continue to flourish.

& &

8. D.

Safety at Sea.

Must the world have another marine disaster,
before Congress yields to the obvious? Press
dispatches quote Mr. Webb Balsinger, Vice-Presi-
dent of the Carnegie Steel Company, as saying
that on a recent trip of the Lusitania, when a
fishing crew was to be rescued, “it took at least
forty-five minutes to lower a boat from the deck,
and fully half an hour more before it was thor-
oughly detached from the falls.” Such an in-
cident emphasizes the contention of Andrew Furu-
seth in the London Safety-at-sea conference that
there should not only be life boats for all on board,
but that each life boat should be manned by at
least two able seamen—that is, two fully qualified
sailors—who understand the language of the offi-
cers. Because the committee on life boats, of
which Andrew Furuseth was a member, refused to
accept this minimum, and on the contrary per-
gisted in reporting “two boatmen who understand
the language of an interpreter,” he resigned. The
report of the committee allows, and was intended
to allow the employment of Lascars and Chinese
crews under the command of European officers,
whose commands must be transmitted through in-
terpreters.

&

It is needless to speculate upon the safety of the
passengers on such a manned ship in the presence
of disaster. And even when the provisions are
applied to the trans-Atlantic liners that have so
grudgingly increased the number of life boats, but
insist upon manning them with porters, cooks,
stewards, and bell-boys, the consequences may he
no less serious. The life boat provisions of the
LaFollette Segmen’s bill, which has already passed
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the Senate, provides for the minimum require-
ment demanded by the seamen ; and it should un-
der no circumstances be surrendered. It does not
require the employment of a great crew of idle
seamen, as the shipowners pretend, but merely a
higher grade of men in some branches of the serv-
ice than are now employed. It will be no hard-
¢hip to the employers, because, applying to all
alike, rates can be advanced a trifle if necessary
to cover a living wage for a long abused calling.
The LaFollette bill provides safety for the travel-
ing public, and decent conditions for the seamen.
It should not require another Titanic disaster to
secure its passage through the House.

o o
The Jingoes’ Political Economy.

Criticism of President Wilson’s Mexican policy
is based on the notion that protection of foreign
investments is far more important than all efforts
to reduce the tariff, abolish trusts, cut down the
cost of living, raise wages, or bother with similar
trifles at home. 8. D.

8. C.

& &
Pennsylvania’s Opportunity.

Senator Boies Penrose of Pennsylvania in open-
ing his campaign for re-election, refers to the
greatness of his State as a reason why he should
be returned. Pennsylvania’s greatness has not
heretofore been evident in the quality of its United
States Senators. That is one particular in which
the State has an enormous amount of room to
grow. Nothing will show more clearly true great-
ness in the State than its rejection, at the mnext
election, of Boies Penrose and other servants of
the privileged interests which have so long con-

trolled the State.
S. D.

& &
Taxation in the District of Columbia.

A misstatement concerning the Amgrican Civic
Association was made on page 74 of the Public.
The Association was not formerly the League of
American Municipalities, as was therein stated.
A protest has come from Mr. Horace McFarland,
its president, against the criticism of its opposi-
tion to Congressman Crisp’s bill to put an end to
the federal government’s policy of bearing half
the expense of local administration of the city of
Washington. Mr. McFarland dwells largely on the
fact that the people of Washington arc denied self-
government, but comment was made on that in the
editorial to which he refers. He does not say
whether or not the Association would withdraw
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its objections if self-government with universal
suffrage should be granted.

&

Mr. McFarland holds that putting an end ta the
half-and-half system would double the rent of

o‘every poor man living in the District of Co-

lumbia.” He is mistaken. If rents could be
raised, Washington landlords would not wait for
the tax system to be changed to do it. Not only
would rents not be raised, the tendency of the
change would be to reduce them. Much of the
land of the District is being held out of use by
speculators. Doubling of the tax on this unused
land would force some of these speculators to let
it be built upon, thus increasing housing accom-
modations and tending to lower rents. If along
with the change should come assessment reforms
recommended by the George sub-committee, the
taxes of these gpeculators would be even more than
doubled, to the relief of the small home owner.

&

Of course the federal government should con-
tribute inr proportion to the value of the land it is
holding in the District. The value of its im-
provements should not be taxed, neither should
the improvements of private individuals. Mr.
McFarland says: “All that Washington needs is
ahsolute justice.” It won’t get it as long as specu-
lators are allowed to hold large tracts of valuable
land out of use while thousands of its citizens are
forced by high rents to herd in the slums. The
Crisp bill will make it somewhat easier for the
city to get justice. To get it entirely the city must
have local self-government, with universal suf-
frage and taxation of land values as its sole reve-
nue basis. The American Civic Association is ob-
structing justice to Washington. S. D.

& &

Taxation in Cincinnati.

“None go blind as those that will not see,” ap-
plies to the individuals still endeavoring to find
out how to get all taxable personal property on
the tax duplicate. Cincinnati’s Tax Board seems
to be made up of such men. They went to the
trouble to call a mecting of that city’s most promi-
nent—and in their opinion, most wise—business
men. There appeared, according to the Times-
Star of January 30, bank presidents, corporation
heads, representatives of commercial organiza-
tions, ete. There were plenty of suggestions of-
fered, but none that had not long ago proven a
failure, or that offered any ground for confidence

The Public

Seventeenth Year.

in its success. In this whole assemblage there
does not seem to have been a single individual
sufficiently up-to-date to kmow that the question
has been quite satisfactorily solved in Houston,
Texas. There personal property is equally as-
sessed in the only way that it can be dome. It is
not assessed at all—a back number constitution to
the contrary notwithstanding. Among those pres-
ent was Mr. Charles P. Taft, who is financially
interested in two Texas towns, Taft and Sinton.
These towns are quite close to Corpus Christi, one
of the cities preparing to follow Houston’s lead.
If Mr. Taft has not yet heard of the Houston sys-
tem, he probably will when Corpus Christi begins
attracting populatiom from his own towns.

-

But Mr. Taft allowed it to be known that he
has heard of some progressive work. He has heard
of Herbert S. Bigelow and he took advantage of
the tax discussion to pay unintentional tribute to
the effectiveness of Mr. Bigelow’s work. He be-
wailed the fact that attacks on a stolen street rail-
way franchise has resulted in depressing the stock
of the corporation holding it. So one result of
Mr. Bigelow’s work has clearly been a lessening of
confidence in franchises acquired as was Cincin-
nati’s fifty-year street railway franchise. That is
surely a distant public gain to Cincinnati, even if
it is true, as Mr. Taft further bewailed, that the
agitators “have not a cent’s worth of property in
Cincinnati.” 8. D.

& &

The Profits of Charity.

Fifteen million dollars is the estimated annual
amount paid in Chicago for charity. The amount
looks big. But if it were not paid it would be-
come necessary to stop the annual appropriation
by private individuals of about five times that
amount of socially created rental values of Chi-
cago land, to say nothing of the tribute levied on
Chicago labor by monopolies, whose predatory
power is based on outside privileges. Is the fifteen
million dollars a poor investment? Surely not for
those who want Privilege to continue.

& &

An Explanation Due.

S. D.

Some day there will he a Congressional investi-
gation of the manner in which telegraphic news is
furnished the daily papers. It too often happens
that after a conscientious correspondent has sent
in a correct report it appears in type in an un-
recognizable form. For instance, at the recent
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Singletax conference in Washington, the eastern
correspondent of the Portland Oregonian went to
considerable trouble to secure accurate informa-
tion of all that took place. Having secured the in-
formation he presumably sent in an account in
accordance with what he had learned. Yet, as it
appeared in the Oregonian, it contained state-
ments that the correspondent could surely not
have included therein. The Oregonian seems to
owe to its correspondent a public exoneration of
all blame for the appearance of these misstate-
ments, and to its readers an explanation of the
substitution of false reports for correct ones. Per-
haps this will appear in an early issue. S. D.

& &
A Judge Who Is a Real Democrat.

For many years progressives throughout the
country have known of Chief Justice Walter Clark
of North Carolina, and have known him to be one
of themselves. It was no surprise, therefore, to
note that in his speech on January 27, to a meet-
ing of judges in New York City, he gave his hear-
ers some badly needed instruction in democracy.
Associated press reports tell that he showed how
the courts have wrongfully seized the power to
nullify legislative acts, and that he warned them
against the consequences of attempting to domi-
nate the government. It was the right thing said
in the right place. It is not easy to tell ones own
colleagues unwelcome truths in public, but Jus-
tice Clark proved equal to the occasion. Although
he has many previous democratic utterances to his
credit, it required an occasion of this kind to force
the Associated Press to spread them. North Caro-
lina is to be congratulated on the unique distine-
tion of possessing a chief justice who is an able
and fearless democrat. S. D.

& &

Reactionaries Not Wanted as Judges.

An adherent of Roger Sullivan is not the kind
of material from which a federal judge should
be made. Sullivan’s connection with a gas mo-
nopoly and his reactionary position generally, in-
dicate the kind of judge one of his followers would
be. So in filling the existing vacancy in Chicago,
President Wilson will avoid one mistake if he
fails to notice the candidacy of Martin M. Gridley.
There are others in the field whose appointment
would probably be as great an error, as well as one
or two whose selection would be creditable;

but Gridley’s unfitness is the most conspicuous.
8. D.

for freedom.
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Men and Women in Chicago.

Chicago has thought up a new way of being big-
ger than New York. She will register her women,
by suasion, by force, by hundreds of thousands,
now or next month, and behold, her polling list
shall be longer than America’s humbled metrop-
olis can show. There has been more fun in Chi-
cago in the last few weeks than in all the other
playful young cities of the nation together. Yet
never has Chicago been more in earnest. If any-
where in this big modern world the women have
been more heartily and universally welcomed into
actual political life, they must somewhere have re-
ceived a very warm welcome indeed. Various and
not always admirable motives, to be sure, move
behind the scenes. But behind the scenes is not
the place to go just now. All Chicago is before
the curtain and the world is looking on.

&

More and more swiftly these past few weeks
and months have all factions and temperaments
of Chicago men inclined to look upon the women
as actually fellow-citizens and promptly to treat
them accordingly. Several ward party organiza-
tions have asked the women to join them; an old
reform association—so old that it is on the verge
of respectability—has sent out invitations to wom-
en’s organizations to become members; there has
been a noticeable movement toward binding closer
the already cordial co-operation of men and women
in organized civic work; women’s meetings, wom-
en’s opinions, women’s plans have grown accus-
tomed to the front page and even the right-hand
column of the city newspapers.

&

The men of Chicago—reporter, priest, politician
and plain citizen—have done this thing. Why?
Because the men and women of Chicago have al-
ways really been comrades. Because the city’s true
men have always turned in time of need to a group
of civic-minded women, women of high ideals and
forceful common sense, who had learned by patient
practice how to reconcile individual differerrces and
to work together—have come to these women and
found them eager to serve their city. Because
through all the brief, busy life of Chicago her
women have been accustomed to receive true coun-
sel and cordial co-operation, both public and pri-
vate, in their local civic ventures, from men who
could help to build a democratic nation while they
watched over their own city and kept her uncrys-
tallized into castc, unspoiled hy prosperity, ready

A. L. G
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ROOSEVELT’S ATTITUDE
" TOWARDS DEMOCRACY.

In the Hibbert Journal last October there was
an article by Mr. Roosevelt on the Progressive
Party. The article contained nothing that was
new in regard to the policies of the party, but it
presented the present mind of its author and of
the party in a rather captivating way, and was
therefore well worth reading. Its tome was in
most parts surprisingly irenic. But when we read
the article carefully and with the light of other
statements, we see how radically different, in spite
of phrases, Mr. Roosevelt’s mind is from the really
democratic mind. Brushing aside all phrases and
explanations, we shall find that the Roosevelt mind
runs to the-ideal of control, whereas the democratic
mind runs to the ideal of freedom. The Roosevelt
mind still harbors the ancient and- honorable aris-
tocratic idea of beneficent protection. The demo-
cratic mind looks forward to the oncoming ideas
of justice and equality, which would abolish the
need of protection.

In reading this pronunciamento of the father
of the new party we ought to take stock of one
fact. We ought to realize that the people, the
plain folks, those who ought to rule, those whom
Lincoln and all real democrats have trusted and
whom real demoncrats will trust to the end,—that
the plain people, in spite of the trust in them, are
always in danger of being misled by words. This
is natural and inevitable. We are human; we are
not expecting to be fooled, and 8o we are the more
easily fooled. As Lincoln said, we do not stay
fooled, but we can be fooled for a time.

Now, there has not appeared in public life in a
long while any man more adapted for fooling the
people by words than Mr. Roosevelt. Not that
he means wrong or harm. On the contrary, we
may surely believe that he means well. The trouble
with Mr. Roosevelt’s leadership appears to me to
be that he is so much more a man of words than
a man of thought. His most faithful admirers
could hardly maintain that he is a man of original
thought. Throughout his career he seems to have
heen more an echo, an echo louder, to be sure, than
the original voice, still an echo of the suggestions
and initiative of others. During his administra-
tion he fathered many good movements, conserva-
tion, child-saving and numerous schemes advo-
cated by sociological students, but all of these
movements came at hottom from others who used
his ready influence. It is to his credit that he
could thus be used, but the point is that these
movements, to which his name became attached,
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were not really from him. He was always ready
to take a hand in anything which the men and
women of so-called advanced thought wished to
push forward, but he never originated any mo-
mentous social or economic question.

No, Mr. Roosevelt is not an independent thinker.
His present conglomerate “policies” show this.
There is much that is good, but the lurking spirit
is, from the democratic viewpoint, inherently
wrong. The danger lies in the fact that while Mr.
Roosevelt sounds democratic he is not so, how-
ever much he may think that he is so. He uses
phrases beautifully. Some one has said that he
has risen on proverbs. Certainly he knows how
to use the commonplace generalities of popular
rights in a most effective way. But as to having
thought out or felt the essential and inherent prin-
ciples of democracy, it simply is not in his nature.
He may talk of the “square deal,” but he has given
no evidence that he knows what it means. He is
by birth and training aristocratic, by nature im-
perialistic, and he has not worked away from
either of these characteristics. The democratic
mind does not believe in “strong” govern-
ment, even if it seems to come from the peo-
ple themselves. It believes in interfering as
little as possible with local self-government,
and, further, as little as possible with indi-
vidual and personal activities. The democratic
ideal is not to boss and regulate activities by ex-
ternal control, but to adjust things so that ex-
ternal control will not be needed. The two ideals
are radically opposed. In words, in the superficial
appearance of the ends in view, there may be much
similarity, so that even the elect might be de-
ceived, but at the bottom there is a world-wide
difference. Roosevelt represents, under modern
and alluring guise, it is true, but still represents
the old feudal ideas of control and protection.
The democratic mind has for its ideals, first, jus-
tice, with its safeguarding of equal opportunity,
and then freedom. The democratic mind pleads
that this program be tried, this simple pro-
gram of justice and freedom, which never has
been tried. If real democracy is ever to triumph
it must be tried, and it can be tried only by our
acceptance of the teachings of Thomas Jefferson

and Henry George.
JAMES H. DILLARD.

(o O C)

Small boy's biography of Elijah: There was a man
named Elijah. He had some bears and he lived in a
cave. Some bhoys tormented him. He said: “If you
keep on throwing stones at me, I'll turn the bears on
you and they’ll eat you up. And they did and he did

-and the bears did.—Everybody's Magazine.
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EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE

MUNICIPAL OWNERSHIP CARRIES
SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS.

Springfield, Ill.,, January 28.

The voters of Springfield* endorsed by 735 major-
ity at yesterday’s initiative election the proposition

~of Commissioner Willis J. Spaulding to consolidate
the local municipally owned electric light and water
plants. The proposition was fought by the local pri-
vate electric corporation. The total vote was about
11,000, of which 3,000 were cast by women. The
majority independent of the women’s vote was 48.
Mr. Spaulding issued the following public statement
in comment:

This was peculiarly a people’s victory. The large
vote polled for the consolidation is an expression of
the determination of the individual voter to analyze
for himself local municipal questions and to cast his
ballot in accordance with his own judgment regard-
less of the amount of pressure that may be brought
to cloud the issue or corrupt civic morals. When
people do their own thinking all danger to popular
self-government is swept aside and this election has
clearly demonstrated that the citizens of Springfield
aro capable of forming and expressing their own
opinions. The result in this instance is particularly
gratifying because we have the promise of both Com-
missioners Hamilton and Davidson to abide by the
decision at the polls and not to hamper the program
by any obstacles whatsoever.

The supporters of the consolidation were without
any organization whatever and did not have a single
paid worker nor a hired vehicle for hauling voters
to the polls. At many polling places we had no
workers at all and frequently our friends who wished
to vote by affidavit could find no one convenient to
swear in their votes and did not vote at all. We
placed complete reliance in the merits of our prop-
osition, and to get our facts before the voters we
depended almost entirely upon the Illinois State Reg-
ister.which, with splendid courage and untiring vigor,
did not hesitate to take a stand on the side of the
city against Special Privilege. Not many citizens
realize what this means. As a penalty for such a
stand newspapers have been crushed financially by
‘the power of corporations and their allied interests.
It is much easier for a newspaper to be on the side
of monopoly than against it. :

Opposing us was a private corporation which
availed itself of all the advantages that money could
buy. Their first move to fool the people in a brazen
campaign of signed newspaper advertisements, not
only miscarried to such an extent that they soon
abandoned them; but they also disproved their later
equally brazen assertions of indifference to the out-
come. The fact is they left no stone unturned—their
influence was seen on every hand. Their Mr. Mackie
was expected to defeat this measure at any cost, for
they recognized that this plan of developing our mu-
nicipal plant means REAL competition of a nature
that will compel fair rates not only for Springfield
but for other cities as well. While it was inclined to

sSee Public of January 16 at page 62,
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treat the movement lightly at the start, for the past
ten days it has realized it was really in a fight for
its life. v

It attempted to befog the voters with all kinds of
misinformation. They were made to believe that a
large bond issue was about to be made and that taxes
would be higher, while as a matter of fact the city is
bonded to the limit already and the city tax rate has
been $1.20 for the past twenty years or more, and we
could not increase it because that is the legal limit,
except to the extent of the street and bridge tax
which was levied last year and which had nothing
whatever to do with the generator proposition. Nev-
ertheless, many honest people were deliberately made
to believe that there was to be a great increase in
taxes. Anonymous circulars were sent .to the saloon
keepers advising them that a vote “Yes” was a vote
for local option, and at several polling places workers
were appealing to prejudice with that argument.
Attempts were made to destroy the votes of women
who favored the combination by advising them to
write their names upon the ballots. Anonymous
circulars signed “A School Teacher” were sent to the
teachers of the city suggesting that if our proposition
carried money for improving the schools would not
be available and that teachers’ salaries might be cut.
The Corporations had paid workers at every polling
place, and frequently one or more of their employes.
They had plenty of conveyances and diligently
rounded up the voters and swore them in. Money
not only seemed to be plentiful, but seemed to be
freely used. The Evening News of course carried
on a campaign of slander, but it has become so thor-
oughly known as a corporation mouthpiece that I do
not think its influence counted for much. Dick Sulli-
van took a prominent part as an active worker at
the polls, and the statement concerning taxes sent
out hy Edmands proved a powerful aid to the Utilities
Company.

When the overwhelming odds against the proposi-
tion are considered, it can fairly be claimed to be a
splendid victory. The sentiment which is strongly
in evidence in favor of the general principle of mu-
nicipal ownership has been growing for years, not
only here but everywhere. The corporation and
their supporters may delay the movement tem-
porarily, but they can no more prevent it than they
can prevent the tides of the ocean. A good many
have complained that our project is too small, but
anyhow, we are making a very substantial beginning
along the right lines, and when we get started we
can grow as rapidly as the people are willing.

ﬁ.

The fact that the proposition had a majority inde-
pendent of women’s vote shuts off any danger of in-
terference by the Supreme Court. pRANK H. BODE.

& & o
EDWIN GINN.

Boston, January 30.
At a stated meeting of the Executive Committee
of the Anti-Imperialist League held this day it was
voted:
That the Executive Committee of the Anti-Imperi-
alist League loses Edwin Ginn* from a long mem-

*Sce this Public, page 134.
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bership with great sorrow. His eminently practical
idealism was a constant support in the definite work
of the League for a definite object. In the fulfill-
ment of this he never doubted through the long and
discouraging campaign for Philippine independence
and for the promotion of the cause of peace so near
his generous heart, through the change of the archi-
pelago from its dangerous and provocative condition
into a status of neutralized autonomy. Mr. Ginn's
recent congratulations upon the present hopeful con-
dition of our cause are an encouragement for its
prosecution and his name is added to the long roll
‘of good citizenship by which our annals are fillus-
trated.

That the resolution with the condolence of the
committee be communicated to the family of Mr.
Ginn.

(Signed)

MOORFIELD STOREY,
President.
ERVING WINSLOW,

Secretary.
& & o

MEXICAN CONSTITUTIONALISTS AND
THE LAND QUESTION.

From an American in a Responsible Public Position.

I have just returned from a trip through part of the
State of Sinaloa, in Mexico, where I met a number of
the Constitutionalist army officers and civil officials,
many of whom spoke English. I talked with half a
dozen or more of them and was surprised to find
them such an intelligent lot of men, and so thor-
oughly in earnest, with such a unanimity of opinion
and integrity of purpose, and all so imbued with the
fundamental principle that the Mexican trouble is a
labor trouble, which can be solved only by the settle-
ment of the land question. I was also surprised to
find what clear ideas they have as to the necessity
of taxing the land, especially the unused land.

I spoke to several about Henry George's works
and all seemed interested and wanted to know where
they could be gotten. I gave them the address of
The Public and the names of the books to write for.

There is no doubt in my mind that there has been
a great awakening among the people since the be-
ginning of the Madero revolution and that a Spanish-
speaking Singletaxer could accomplish wonders in
the Northern States of Mexico among the Constitu-
tionalist forces. They see clearly the trouble but are
hazy as to the best methods to produce the desired
results:—breaking up the immense land holdings
and enabling the common people to cultivate the
now idle lands and reap the benefits of their own

labor.
& & O
Wherever man oppresses man
Beneath Thy liberal sun,
O God! be there Thine arm made bare,
Thy righteous will be done.

—John Hay.
& & o

The great man is he who does original things in a
conventional way.—Benjamin Jowett.
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NEWS NARRATIVE

The figures in brackets at the ends of paragraphs refer
to volumes and pages of The Public for earlier informa-
tion on the same subject.

Week ending Tuesday, February 3, 1914.

Government Ownership of Wire Lines.

Postmaster General Burleson submitted to the
Senate on January 31 the recommendation of the
departmental committee appointed by him to in-
vestigate the practicability of government owner-
ship of telegraphs and telephones. The committee
recommends:

First: That Congress declare a government mo-
nopoly over all telegraph, telephone, and radio com-
munication and such other means for the transmis-
sion of intelligence as may hereafter develop.

Second: That Congress acquire by purchase at
appraised value the commercial telephone net work,
except the farmer lines.

Third: That Congress authorize the postmaster
general to issue, in his discretion and under such
regulations as he may prescribe, revocable licenses
for the operation by private individuals, associations,
companies and corporations, of the telegraph serv-
ice and such parts of the telephone service as may
not be acquired by the government.

The committee estimates the cost of existing lines
at $900,000,000, but says in addition:

The cost to the government would be less than
the appraised value, since it would be undesirable
for the government to purchase the real estate hold-
ings of the companies. Exchanges could be leased
until accommodations could be provided in the post-
offices and stations. '

[See vol. xvi, p. 1228.]
& o

Investigation of Transportation Abuses.

Indictments for rebating were found by the
federal grand jury at Chicago on January 31,
against the Pennsylvania Railroad Company, the-
Panhandle, or Pittsburgh, Chicago and St. Louis
Railway Company, the Chicago and Northwestern
Railway Company and Swift & Co., the stock-
vards packers. The indictments are against the
corporations only, and mention no individuals.
The indictment charges Swift and Co. with having
obtained concessions from the Ann Arbor and
the Northwestern railroads on carload shipments
of beef from Chicago to points in Michigan. The
rate that should have been charged was 47 cents
on 100 pounds. The rate said to have been actu-
ally charged was 271 cents on 100 pounds. The
Ann Arbor road was not indicted, since it operates
outside of the Chicago fedcral district. The Penn-
sylvania railroad is charged with granting rebates
of two dollars a car on grain shipments to a grain
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company and a flour mill concern. The Chicago
and Northwestern is charged with fayoring a
coal concern. [See current volume, page 106.]

&

Evidence regarding operation of private refrig-
erator car lines is still being taken for the Inter-

state Commerce Commission at Chicago by Spe-
cial Examiner, W. E. Settle. On January 27,
Mr. E. G. Davies, a consignee of fruits and vege-
tables, testified that the Armour car lines charged
$72 for icing a car between Jacksonville, Florida,
and Chicago, while if allowed to ice it themselves
the expense to shippers would only be $36. The
Central Fruit Dispatch, he said, charged $40 for
icing a car from New Orleans to Chicago, which
could be done for less than $20.. He also testified
as to discrimination in rates. A shipment of 400
hampers of lettuce from Chicago to Jacksonville,
Florida, would cost in refrigerator cars $54.32.
But the same shipment from Jacksonville to Chi-
cago would cost $226. On January 28, Mr. H. B.
Kooser, of the American Refrigerator Transit
Company, which operates over the Gould lines, ad-
mitted that his company frequently ordered cars
returned empty, although plenty of freight was
waiting for them. He denied being a common
carrier, but on further questioning admitted that
officers of his corporation rode on passes, an ille-
gal act if the company should not be a common
carrier. Testimony favoring the car lines was
given on January 29 by J. W. Archbald of Jack-
sonville, Florida, president of the Dairy Shippers’
Dispatch, who claimed that these roads encouraged
the small farmer. Complaints against the Yervice
of the Armour car lines were made on the same
day by C. R. Hillyer, representing the Atlantic
Fruit Distributors. [See current volume, page

106.]
&

The Inter-State Commerce Commission on Jan-
uary 27, at Washington, held illegal the railroad
practice of giving “allowances” to great industrial
plants, owning and operating plant railways in
connection with their establishments. This prac-
tice the Commission declared has lessened railroad
revenue to the amount of at least $15,000,000 a
yvear. Among the concerns receiving such favors
are a number of plants owned by the Steel Trust.
In many places the cash revenue received by these
plants from this practice exceeded the entire cost
of operations. In comment the Commission said:

Before they may fairly ask the general public
to share further in carrying their burdens, it is mani-
fest that the railroads must themselves properly
conserve their sources of revenue by making every
service performed contribute reasonably to their
earnings.

&

Protests against the proposed five per eent in-
creasc in freight rates were made to the Inter-
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State Commerce Commission on January 27 by
Eastern shippers of natural ice. The service given
they said is poor and costly, and the business can
not stand the advance. One dealer, Joseph Homer
of Grand Rapids, Michigan, testified that he had
been forced by the Pere Marquette railroad into
purchase of one of its plants on threat of competi-
tion in case he refused. [See current volume,

page 106.]
o

Judge Smith McPherson of the federal district
court at Kansas City, Missouri, dissolved his in-
junction against the attorney general of the state,
John T. Barker, preventing him from suing to
recover $24,000,000 excess freight and passenger
charges made by railroads while rate cases were
in litigation. This was in obedience to a mandate
of the Supreme Court. Railroad attorneys asked
Judge Smith to put his dissolution order in lan-
guage that would permit an appeal to the Circuit
Court or Supreme Court. The judge has taken
the matter under advisement. [See current vol-

ume, page 62.]
&

Whether Chicago packers control meat ship-
ments from Argentine is to be investigated by fed-
eral attorney general McReynolds. On January
28 the packers refused to produce the information
demanded. The steamship companies had pre-
viously taken the same position. What action, if
any, will next be taken has not yet been disclosed.

& O

Civil Government for Panama Canal Zone.

President Wilson signed an executive order on
the 27th, setting up civil government in the Canal
Zone, to take effect April 1st. Colonel George W.
(loethals, the engineer in charge, is named as the
first civil governor. The President’s order cre-
ates the following departments: Operation and
mainienance, purchasing department, supply de-
partment, accounting department, health depart-
ment, and an executive secretary. Colonel
Gocthals is said to have desired the appointment
as first governor in order that he might select the
2.500 permanent employes from among the men
he has come to know during his long labors on the
canal. The governor’s salary will be $10,000 a
vear. As Colonel Gocethals now receives $15,000,
a bill has been introduced in Congress to raise the
governor’s salary to the same amount. [See cur-
rent volume, page 109.]

&

Colonel William  (‘rawford  Gorgas, who as
Chiel Sanitary Officer of the (fanal Zone, achieved
such remarkable results that he was engaged last
August to undertake a similar work in the Rand
mining region, South Africa, has been advanced
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