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' provnsxons of this bill.

EDITORIAL

Obvious.

Does it really require exceptional prescience to
see the connection between an empty stomach, a
fertile acre, and a willing hand ; or are the States-
men and the Professors lookmg in another direc-

tion? S. C.
& o
The Reactionary Burnett Bill.

Should the Burnett 1mm1gratlon bill become a
law and Mrs. Pankhurst again attempt to visit
this country, it will be impossible to legally admit
her. That is not the least of the indefensible
Under the law as it is to-
day it is frequently difficult to’ prevent deporta-
tion of refugees from Russian oppression. Under
the Burnett bill it will be impossible unless the
law should be disregarded. Under the pretense of
protecting Labor, the reactionary framers of that
bill are endeavoring to make the United States
government an agent of Russian despotism. The
Labor organizations which have asked for re-
strictive legislation may now realize for whom
they have acted as catspaws. 8. D.

& &
Bryan’s Warning Against Sullivan.

William J. Bryan has done his duty as a demo-
crat in denouncmg the candldacy of Roger C. Sul-
livan. There is not room in the same party for
democrats and men of the Sullivan stripe. This
Mr. Bryan shows plainly. Sullivan’s nomination
for United States Senator by the Democratic
party would simply mean that the party has relin- -
quished all claim to the support of true demo-
crats. Mr. Bryan classes Sullivan with Lorimer.
That is where he belongs. The Democratic party
of Illinois can not well afford to nominate any one
of the Lorimer class, and even if it does, the State
of Illinois can not well afford the disgrace of again
sending one of that kind to the Senate. Mr. Bryan
deserves the commendation of democrats every-



170

where for making clear the menace of Sullivan-
ism.
8. D.

& 8
Political Ethics.

Just where the line of demarkation lies between
legitimate aid and pernicious interference of
national administrations in State politics has not
as yet been clearly defined, beyond the popular no-
tion that the side assisted welcomes it as an aid
to good government, while the opposition con-
siders it an act of inexcusable tyranny. But so
long as we maintain a strict party form of gov-
ernment, with party responsibility, it is inevitable
that the President, as the titular head of the
party, should interest himself in its membership,
in so far as it bears on national affairs. With the
appointment of Federal officials in his hands he
cannot but have a direct and potent influence in
State politics. It must remain a matter of dis-
cretion on his part as to what extent he shall inter-
fere. Party responsibility excuses, indeed de-
mands, the same accord between the President and
his party that exists between the English Prime
Minister and hig party; for neither the President
nor the party, acting in opposition to each other,
can carry out a successful policy. Since the same
reasoning applies in a lesser degree to the actions
of the President’s official family, Mr. Bryan’s ob-
jection to Mr. Sullivan’s Senatorial candidacy
should be considered on these lines.

@.

The issue raised by Mr. Sullivan’s candidacy
should not be misunderstood. It is not that he is
an unfit man personally, either in point of ability
or integrity, nor yet that he is a political boss,
that he would be objectionable as a Senator from
Illinois. He would make an admirable Senator
for such as hold to his ideas of government. The
objection to Mr. Sullivan is that he is not a Dem-
ocrat. A Democrat he may be in the loose party
sense that includes Ransdal of Louisiana—who
serves the sugar ring of that State, and Bryan
of Florida, who defied the citrus interests of his
own state in voting his convictions—but he is not
a Democrat in the only sense in which Democrats
are to be considered, if their party is to receive
the support of the country. The Democratic
party is composed of progressives and reaction-
aries, just as was the Republican party before the
split. And from the beginning of the present ad-
ministration the party has maintained a sem-
blance of progressiveness only through the exer-
cise of the utmost firmness on the part of the
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President. Had a reactionary like the Speaker of
the House been President, there would not have
been even the semblance of progress. It is now a
question of whether or not the men to be sent to
the House and Senate next fall shall be progres-
sive democrats or reactionaries. This is a matter
of vital interest to the Administration.

&

If other evidence of Mr. Sullivan’s reactionary
politics than his long service in behalf of privi-
leged interests were desired, it can be found in
the treatment of his candidacy by the Chicago
press, and the Republican press throughout the
State. The “boiler plate” matter that his organi-
zation is sending to the country newspapers is
made up largely from editorials in the Chicago
papers. When a politician wins the support of
the opposition press, it is neither because he is
transcendently great, or is a valuable political
asset to the kinds of privileged business that con-
trols the papers supporting him. Critics who ob-
ject to Mr. Bryan’s throwing his influence into
Illinois politics in opposition to Mr. Sullivan
should remember that it was just such an act of
his in the Baltimore convention that saved us from
a reactionary President; and his present action
will displease the same people that were displeased
then. "It is not now a question of splitting hairs
over political proprieties, but of making the Dem-
ocratic party democratic. 8. C.

& &

Dangers Overlooked in Pending Legislation.
While pending anti-trust legislation in its pres-
ent form brings us no nearer to a solution of the
trust problem, it may be used, as the Sherman
law has been, to hurt interests that should not be
hurt. It will not interfere with any predatory
privilege, but may seriously interfere with un-
privileged lahor. Since the framers of the pend-
ing bills have deliberately ignored the relation of
privilege to the trust evil they have failed to re-
move the Sherman law’s menace to labor organ-
izations and other unprivileged combinations.
They have also neglected to remedy the effect of
the Supreme Court decision which unreasonably
confuses price fixing on unmonopolized articles,
with price fixing on patented articles. They have
ignored the fact—as also did the Supreme Court
—that when the government grants a privilege in
the form of a patent it becomes its duty to do
what it can to minimize the harm done. This
justifies the assumption of authority in deciding
the terms on which the patented article shall be
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marketed. But where no privilege has been

granted such assumption of authority is clearly

not justified. . '
&

For instance: If John Doe manufactures a
shoe bearing his trade mark, the trade mark
merely assures those who want to buy Doe’s shoes
that they are getting what they want. It does
not, like the patent, prevent anyone else from
manufacturing and selling a shoe equal in every
respect to John Doe’s. It only prevents him
from passing it off as John Doe’s—something he
ought not to do, anyway. If John Doe refuses to
furnish shoes to a retailer who cuts prices he is
within his moral rights, and ought to be within
his legal rights. There is nothing oppressive in
that. If the price fixed by John Doe should be
unreagsonable, other manufacturers will be glad
to furnish shoes just as good for a lower price.
The consumer can then decide for himself wheth-
er it is worth the difference to wear a shoe bear-
ing John Doe’s trade mark when he can get the
same thing, minus the trade mark, for less money.
If no one else will manufacture a shoe equal to
John Doe’s for a lower price then it will be evi-
dent that the price fixed by him is not unreason-
able. No Supreme Court or trade commission can
decide such a matter as fairly as a free market.

&

Here it seems is common ground on which all
unprivileged business may meet with organized
labor, and demand that anti-trust legislation rec-
ognize the difference between combinations and
businesses resting upon privilege and those that
do not. Otherwise the new legislation will be like
the old, a menace and means of oppression as
far as unprivileged interests are concerned, and
a red herring across the trail for privileged ones.

8. D..
& o

Railroad Corporation Strike Threatened.

A freight car shortage in Chicago is explained
by a writer in the Chicago Evening Post of Feb-
ruary 12 with the statement that the big roads
can not order more cars until they know whether
the five per cent increase in freight rates will be
granted. The inference is that with no increase
the car famine will be allowed to continue. So
it seems that a strike is threatened—not of la-
borers but of railroad corporations against the
public. The railroads will refuse to give adequate
service if denied the demanded increase. If such is
their intention then it is clearly useless to persist
in the policy of regulation. If the roads can reg-
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ulate the regulators once by strike methods, they
can do it again. The necessity of government
ownership of all highways is clear. s. D.

& &
Interest of Railroad Not Paramount.

The Pennsylvania railroad publicly complains
that it made $11,000,000 less in 1913 than in
1912. Some papers seem to assume that the gen-
eral public should feel deeply concerned over this.
Just why the public should is not evident. Others
engaged in business have troubles too, but they
try to settle such matters themselves. It may be
well to recommend that course to the directors
of the Pennsylvania railroad with the further sug-
gestion that the Interstate Commerce Commission

“has shown how by, abolishing “allowances,” the

railroads can save considerable money. The de-
crease in the Pennsylvania’s profits during the past
year is nothing, at all compared with what its
monopolistic privileges, and similar privileges held
by others, have cost the wealth producers of the
United States for very many years. There is no
occasion for public worry over ‘the needs of the
Pennsylvania until the more pressing problem of
what Labor needs has been solved. " & D

& &

Personal Efficiency and Monopoly.

“Monopoly, as we all understand and fear it, is
the result of the personal efficiency of the monop-
olists,” says the Chicago Inter. Ocean of Febru-
ary 9. Then why do monopolistic interests object
%0 strenuously to removal of their underlying priv-
ileges? If monopoly is the result of personal effi-
ciency only, then the magnates of the tariff-pro-
tected trusts can continue maintaining their mo-
nopolies under absolute free trade. Why then do
they fight so hard against tariff abolition? If
monopolies that get rebates and other railroad
favors could keep on being monopolies with fran-
chise privileges revoked, why do they object to
revocation? If the steel trust, coal trust and simi-
lar monopolies do not need to control natural re-
sources to monopolize the markets, then they must
have no objection to removal of such control.
Somehow these monopolists do not seem to have
much confidence in their personal efficiency when
progressive legislation hecomes an issue.

& o
A Brand New Objection.

In the stir of great times great minds are
brought to the front. It is a part of the won-
derful protective workings of Providence—per-

S. D.



- ORI PP RSTITY R - 7 TG G AR ot v

172 " The Pnblic

haps Just now in the agitation over the mild,
quasi smgle-ta.x-local-optlon Schaap bill two spec-
ulative gentlemen in New York have distinguished
themselves—that is, mentally. Mr. Cyrus Miller
has raised his voice in defense of the real estate
speculator—no, not the Astors, the Rhinelanders
and Goelets, but the widow and orphan and father-
less speculator whose livelihood is to be thus taken
away or seriously impaired. It takes a great and
peculiar mind to discover this humble type of land
gambler. 'Ordinary minds generally have sup-
posed that class to have been the victims of un-
improved land speculators.

o

Mr. William E. Harmon is another perspicacious
gentleman who recoils righteously in the New
York Sun from the Singletax because it is so very,
very wrong. Mr. Harmon weeps for the hard-
ships it will impose upon the tenant. It will
raise his rents! Observe Mr. Harmon’s own in-
genius tabulations as printed in The Sun:

COST TO TENANT UNDER PRESENT SYSTEM.

Land value .......c.coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiineennenneens $1,000
House value ..........ciiiiiiiiiiiiiennnsennnnannnss 3,000

B 0] 2 T P $4,000
Taxes on land and building at 1% %................ $60
Interest on $2,400 mortgage at 5%...........c0000n 96

7% on Jland value...........ceeeviieriinnnnneeananns 50
8% on $600 invested Iin bulldlng to provide interest

on capital and slnklnf .......................
3% depreclation of building repreunted by the mort-

Qage—82,400 ............cccceti0nctctnateceeanannen 72
Total, exclusive of any provision for vacancles,
insurance and repalrs.......c.ooiiiiiiecnannn $326
COST TO TENANT UNDER SINGLETAX.
Land value .......cccovtiiiiniinniniecioneeeronacancnss Nil
House value .........ccciiiuereinrianennnnnnncnanseas $3,000
Land taX .....cceviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiineirieacnenananan 90
Interest on $1,600 mortggge at 6% ................... 90
Interest on $1,600 invested at 5% ............c000vuuen 5
5% depreciation on cost of bulldlng—&,ooo .......... 150
Total, exclusive of any provision for vacancies,
insurance and repairs.....................0. $375

o

If you are fond of accounting you may wrestle
with the honesty of this comparison at your leis-
ure. But to Mr. Harmon has been reserved the
distinction of discovering, among innumerable
other horrors, that the application of the Single-
tax will make wood decay and plaster fall and
beams rust almost twice as fast as they do now.
Many things have been claimed for present meth-
ods of taxation, but never before that it was a
chemical preservative of building materials!

&

New York, we salute you in the possession of
Mr. Harmon. Also we suggest that you make
vour night schools compulsory for the adults of
the New York Sun. and add a course in physies.

CHARLES JOHNSON POST.

“
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Who Should Be Ashamed?

“You were hired by a foreign government to
do an act of disloyalty to your own country. Are
you not ashamed ?” asked Senator Nelson of Min-
nesota of a publisher who had accepted some. of
the Canadian government’s advertising which at-
tracted American settlers over the border. Of
course the publisher was not ashamed. He had
no cause to be. But who has kept the United
States from being as attractive as Canada? Are
not the Senators who have supported protective
tariffs and other predatory measures, at least part-
ly responsible? Is Senator Nelson ashamed of
his part in that work? He ought to be. s. p.

L -
Why Mann Continues to Mourn.

Republican Congressional Leader James R.
Mann continues to complain mournfully of the
poverty and distress prevailing throughout the
country—and well he may. As leader of the
standpat forces, no member of Congress has done
more than he to perpetuate the cause of this state
of affairs. None has more strenuously opposed
what little effective work has been done to relieve

the situation.
8. D.

& &
Things that Make for Peace.

One does not ordinarily expect to find that
world-renowned hall mark, “made in Germany,”
stamped upon peace agents, least of all upon gun
makers in the role of peace agents. Yet nothing
less than this seems to be the part unwittingly
played by the Krupp manufacturers. A short
time ago this great firm of gun makers was dis-
covered bribing German army officers in obtain-
ing liberal contracts for man-destroying instru-
ments. The firm was also detected in subsidizing
the French press to work up “war scares.” Scarce
had this scandal been cleared from the boards than
Japan was thrown into political convulsions over
the discovery that some of her naval officers had
been bribed by this same firm of gun makers.
Had this been an obscure manufacturer, or had
the trouble occurred but once, the lapse might
have passed unnoticed. But when committed by
the world’s chief gun maker, who has been par-
ticularly honored by the Emperor and by the Ger-
man nation, it may well be asked wherein lie the
manhood-building qualities of war.

o

The ever ready excuse of the militarists has
been that fighting is necessary in order to main-
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tain the virility of the race; nothing less than
the shock of arms will stir man’s nature to its
depths, and bring to the surface the heroic and
chivalric qualities so much prized by poets and
women. Yet what have the Balkan shambles to
show in the way of heroism, as compared with the
every day acts of self-sacrifice made by the mem-
bers of any city fire department? And not all
the wars of Christendom can show finer chivalry
than that of the men on the Titanie, who, looking
death in the face, said, “Women first.” Heroism
and chivalry of war! Away with such sophistry!
Men are not heroes when killing, but when serving
their fellowmen. 8. ¢
& &

Calling the Hague Peace Conference.

The cynics and pessimists will say the Presi-
dent’s call for the assembling of the nations of the
world at The Hague in 1915, while so many wars
are under way, savors of the grotesque. But let
them have their grouchy say. Let them make the
most of the Balkan atrocities, the Chinese revo-
lution, the Mexican war, and the various upris-
ings in Venezuela, Haiti, and Peru, not to men-
tion South Africa, Colorado, and Ulster; still,
and notwithstanding all this, the peace confer-
ences at The Hague are the greatest international
events that have taken place in generations. There
will doubtless be more wars among the backward
nations ; there may even be & war among the most
advanced nations; yet so rapidly is the peace sen-
timent growing that every year adds to the horror
of the idea of a resort to arms. What if mili-
tarists do laugh at The Hague Peace Court, and
say that nothing comes of it all but talk? Men do
not fight so long as they talk. Dogs, lacking the
power of speech, can do nothing but fight when
they fall upon the same bone. Men, too, fought
when words were few, and speech was strange;
but now that language is copious, and generally
understood, they will talk until the original bone
of contention has been forgotten.

o@

The growth of peace sentiment during the past
ten years can be marked not only by the fact that
in spite of two Balkan wars the great nations of
Surope kept out of the struggle, but that our own
country is now negotiating private settlements to
avoid being dragged into the Peace Court. Co-
lombia, which was so wantonly outraged by this
country under a former administration, is now on
the point of agreement with us as to the amount
of damage done her at the time of the Panama
“Revolution.” We are also about to rectify the
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mistake made in exempting our shipping from
Panama tolls, in defiance of a treaty of our own
making. Thus are we building impregnable de-
fenses. For no fortification can give such secur-
ity to a naiton as a reputation for fair dealing. A
nation that acts on the policy, “Can we put this
deal through ?” must have a great armament ; and
she compels the arming of her neighbors. But
when it asks, “Does this square with international
polity ?” a great step has been taken in the in-
terests of peace.

&

1t is significant that this call for the next Peace
Conference comes from the United States, in com-
pliance with the wishes of Queen Wilhelmina, at
whose Court Henry Van Dyke is the American
Minister. Russia, having called the first and sec-
ond Peace Conferences, was looked to again. But,
owing to international complications in the Bal-
kans and neighboring countries, the Muscovite
now has other interests at stake. Germany, for
similar reasons, would not take the initiative. And
there was fear that the Peace Conference for 1915
might not be called. It requires no great stretch
of the imagination, however, to see the author of
“The Other Wise Man,” backed by a willing Presi-
dent and Secretary of State, exerting his utmost
influence upon the Court to which he is accredited.
And, since the preliminary arrangements for the
Peace Conference are to be made by the Minis-
ters to The Hague, it is most fitting that America
should be represented by such a man as Henry
Van Dyke. 8. C.

& o

Democracy in South Carolina.

In a partisan sense the South Carolina legisla-
ture is unanimously Democratic.. But in principle
the lower house at least is overwhelmingly anti-
democratic. Within a week it has demanded re-
peal of the Fifteenth Amendment to the Federal
Constitution, and has rejected a woman suffrage
amendment. Evidently the South Carolina defini-
tion of a Democrat is one who favors government
of all the people by less than one-fourth of the

number.
8. D.

o o
Dodging.

President Wilson will not take a stand on the
suffrage question because the party has not
spoken. Congress cannot take cognizance because
it is a State question. The States—uwell, the wom-
en of nine States—are going to vote for the next
President and Congressmen. 8. G
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Robert Cumming’s Poems.

Those who have read poems by the late Robert
Cumming, as they appeared from time to time in
various periodicals, will be pleased to learn of an
effort to collect and publish them in book form.
The matter has been taken up by James W. Hill,
of 1015 Hamilton Building, Peoria, Illinois, to
whom all inquiries should be addressed. These
poems deserve a prominent place in the literature
of the struggle for democracy, and the effort
which Mr. Hill is making to preserve them is one
which should be encouraged. 8. D. -

: & &
Richmond Plant.

California ‘has lost a good citizen and democ-
racy an able exponent in the death at Los An-
geles on February 5, in his fifty-fifth year of Rich-
mond Plant. He was president of the Los An-
geles branch of the California League for Home
Rule in Taxation. His activity in Singletax
work is well known to all who have kept in touch
with that movement. At the time of his death
he held the position of member of the Municipal
Playground Commission. Mr. Plant was born in.
1859 in Worcestershire, England, but had been a
resident of this country since he reached the age of
four. He graduated from the law department of
Washington University at St. Louis and was,
for a number of years, one of the counsel of the

Missouri, Kansas and Texas railroad. He settled -

in Los Angeles in 1902, engaged in business there,
and was classed among the prominent business
men of the city. He leaves a widow, a married
daughter Mrs. Ella M. Kendall, and a son, Rich-

mond Plant, Jr. 8. D.
&8 O |

THE DIVERTIBILITY OF PUBLIC
OPINION.

The wave of emotional excitement which for
some time past has been agitating the American
public concerning our national attitude towards
the ancient evil of prostitution, is already passing
into a stage where the end can be foreseen. It
has degenerated into meaningless hysteria, and
quick-witted commercialism is hasting to gain a
few dollars thereby ere the wave subsides. And
when it does subside, in favor of some other emo-
tional amusement, it will have been found to have
left but little result of value strewn on the sands
of time. A few politician-panders, and a few
“cadets” will have been jailed. And—possibly the
best result of all—the sheltered woman can no
longer plead ignorance as an excuse for coldly
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drawing her skirts aside when she meets her sis-
ter of the pavements.

But as for lasting good that can come to the
victims of our social order, little will be done by
the form the agitation has now taken on. A subtle
change has come over it, as often comes over some
public clamor. It started out as a serious agita-
tion which came very near leading to an inquiry
into first causes, but which has degenerated into
personal spite against a few petty offenders. What

" exercises us now is the fact, loudly proclaimed by

pulpit, press, stage and popular fiction, that out of
every two girls who go under in a life of shame,
one is pushed, drugged, coerced or otherwise forced
into it against her will. It is with this girl that
our public opinion now concerns itself, and that is
a decided slump in the usefulness the agitation
might have shown.

Of course the fate of such a girl is a terrible
thing, and no decent man or woman would hesi-
tate for a moment to go to her rescue, when rescue’
i possible. But as a fundamental evidence of
wrong social conditions this girl is not nearly as
important as that other one out of every two—
the girl who deliberately chooses a life of shame
because she cannot make a living any other way ;
because slow starvation of the body, because slow
and inevitable starvation of the young soul’s right
to all that life might mean, is the only alternative
for her. The girl who prefers the so-called White
Slavery to Industrial Slavery, to the slavery that
any form of toil means today for the unskilled
worker who has no asset but her labor force, this
girl is a result of fundamental wrongs, wrongs
that lie at the root of our entire economic and
social structure. The other girl, who is forced
into a life of shame against her will, is the result
of certain effects of these fundamental wrongs,
and it is never as important to deal with effects
as it is to deal with fundamental causes—nor as
useful in the long run.

Now when the question of prostitution under
its new name of White Slavery first began to be
publicly discussed, it was this other girl, the girl
who deliberately chooses the life, because it is the
only way for her to kecp alive, for a short time at
least—it was this girl who was the object of popu-
lar attention. And facts concerning wages paid
girls in our chief industries were dragged out into
the light of publicity. People began to wonder
whether it was necessary for us to build up part
of our vaunted national prosperity on the bodies
and souls of young girls. But this was touching
dangerous ground. And time and again when
public opinion has come perilously near inquiring
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into certain fundamental wrongs, it has been seen
to veer off as if steered by an unseen hand away
from this dangerous brink. For a blind horse is
not in it with public opinion when it comes to the
possibility of being guided, unknown to itself.
Quite innocently doubtless, and believing it to be
the expression of their own opinion, a number of
well-known and well-intentioned people connected
with welfare work, began to dispute the published
reports of wages and their effect in driving girls
deliberately into prostitution. Commercialism
took the cue quickly and guided popular indigna-
tion away from the essential to the unessential,
from the fundamental to the superficial. The toiler
who preferred prostitution to industrialism no
longer held the center of the stage. Our attention
was called to the other girl, the unwilling victim
of some individual procurer or “cadet.” It is really
so much more interesting, and so much simpler,
to vilify and arrest a few of these vermin than to
question into the sort of thing that is considered
the established order in our business life.

It’s the fashion to hammer politics—represented
by the petty politician ; but it’s a dangerous thing
to inquire too much into Big Business, represent-
ed by our Pillars of Society. What has happened
in this question of the White Slave agitation has
happened so many times already that those who
are working for more fundamental reforms are
sometimes saddened at the difficulty in focusing
public opinion—the only medium through which
lasting reforms can ever be brought about—in
focusing it on the fundamental causes, and pre-
venting it from flying off at a tangent, into a
fight with superficial effects by which so little can
be gained.

«And yet the world does move! Here and there
the public clamor may have awakened some one
soul possessing the ability to think clearly and to
strike to the heart of things.

- GRACE ISABEL COLBRON.

F . __________ ]

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE

PROGRESS IN PARAGUAY.

Buenos Aires, December 11.*

1 send the translation of a cable that has just
come in from Asuncion, dated December 6, announc-
ing the approval by the Assembly of a new Land
Tax bill: *

* A modification of the law with reference to Land
Taxation is being debated In the Chamber of Deputies.
Deputy Ayala, a member of the joint commission of
Estimates and Finance, deliverd a speech going fully
into the ideas embodied in the bill under discussion, rec-
ommending that leave be given to study the hill clause

*See Public of January 9 at page 32.
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by clause. After being introduced as above indicated
leave was immediately given on a big majority vote.

Clauses 1 and~2 were approved without discussion.
When clause 3 came up, establishing progressive taxa-
tion, the Minister of Finance delivered a speech in sup-
port of the clause that was applauded by the Deputies.
Deputy Gonzalez said that he considered the maximum
under the graduation system, involving a 1% tax exces-
sive. He put forward a number of reasons—among them
being one that touched on the injustice of such a tax
when civil war was in progress. The Minister of Finance
replied, pointing out that the taxation through the cus-
toms was excessive when compared with the Direct Tax-
ation levied in the country. Deputy Goiburu recom-
mended a reduction of the taxes proposed and affirmed
that those who held small blocks which they worked for
their living should not be handicapped unduly. To these
recommendations the Minister in charge of the bill re-
plied and the House adjourned to give the committee
time to prepare their further recommendations to the
House. 4

On resuming, Deputy Suguiari remarked that the
House should feel pleased to have a Minister of Finance
who had presented a bill of this class to the Chamber,
and congratulated the committee on the detailed report
attached to the bill—a report so clear and.detailed as to
obviate much useless discussion. He proposed a modi-
fication of subsection A, clause 3, wherein it was pro-
posed to establish a tax of $2 per thousand on all these
properties where the value was between $2,000 and $5,000,
He recommended that the scale be altered to read $2
per $1,000 on all properties between the vglue of $5,000
and $10,000. On a vote being taken this was approved.

The following scale was then approved:

Per $1,000.
$10,000 to $ 20,000..............c0unnn $2.50 .
$20,000 to  30,000.................... 3.00
$30,000 to  70,000.........00.00innnn 3.50
$70,000 to 200,000.................00t 4.00

The other clauses were approved as presented up to those
exceeding $2,000,000 which was fixed at $9 per $1,000.

When discussing article 4 Dr. Chaves took the stand
that it-was unfair and unjust to levy a surtax on un-

‘ cultivated land over and above the land taxes just ap-

proved. He stigmatized the surtax system as a most
hateful way of penalizing those who did not feel inclined
to work their property. He argued that the Govern-
ment should make a big rebate to those who worked their
land property—this rebate to take the form of a rebate
of the land tax. in such cases. He asked that the clause
imposing a 40% surtax.on uncultivated land be thrown out
To this the Minister replied that there was no reason why
this clause should not stand, for if it were true—and he
admitted it was so—that there were some lands far out
that the Government wanted to force into cultivation,
no owner would suffer unduly. For if land was far out
its value would be low and consequently the penalty
would be proportional; but its effects would be most bene-
ficial in forcing into use lands close in and held idle
through the indolence or -obstinacy of monopolists.
Deputy Ayala followed, and emphasized the necessity of
maintaining the penalty of a fine on indolence, compar-
ing it trenchantly with the present system which he af-
firmed was a direct tax on industry so levied as to
trighten those who wished to do something for Paraguay,
until the agriculture and the industries of the country
died out. Deputy Chaves returned to the attack, ve-
hemently insisting that to strike at a man simply be-
couse he owned more land than he could work was wicked
and unjust and that instead of penalizing with assurtax,
the Government should give rebates according to the
areas and values of the land cultivated.

The Minister replied that the Land Taxes were not
penalties. With reference to rebates for those who culti-
vated, the Minister affirmed that owners put such values
on the areas cultivated that in the past all such rebates
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became converted into exceptions from land taxes; and
that the Government were convinced that the surtax
should stand. Owners would have a chance of dodging
that by cultivating their lands; but nothing should be
enacted that would enable a man to evade his just con-
tribution to the national revenue in proportion to the
value of the area he held. Deputy Monte insisted that
the surtax was unjust, that it would involve endless liti-
gation. Deputy Gonzalez put forward a number of con-
siderations with the object of showing the wisdom .of
the Chamber’'s rejecting the surtax. To these Deputy
Gaona replied advocating that the clause be retained as
presented. The clause on being put to the vote was ap-
proved as follows: ‘‘Properties valued at over $100,000
shall pay a surtax of 5% for the first year, 26% the second
year, 85% the third year and 40% the fourth year, should
it be proved that 20% of the value of the land has not
been invested in development.

Article 5 was approved without discussion. Article 6
was altered to read that the values assigned shall stand
for 6 years (five). It -was specially approved that in mak-
ing any valuation, the value of the land only shall be
taken into account and that taxes levied on fmprove-
ments shall be considered illegal.

The discussion of this law by the Congress is the
Question of the Moment. Wherever one goes one
hears nothing but the Land Tax being discussed,
and of course opinions are greatly divided. Argen-
tina is deeply interested in this matter, as many
proprietors of land in Paraguay live in Buenos Aires,
many peing Argentines by birth.

C. N. MACINTOSH.

NEWS NARRATIVE

The figures in brackeis at the ends of paragraphs refer
to volumes and pages of The Public for earlier informa-
tion on the same subject.

Week ending Tuesday, February 17, 1914.

Mexico and the United S!:ates.

President Huerta’s offer to pay the expenses of
a number of press correspondents who might be
sent to Mexico to write uncensored reports of
the situation has heen accepted by a number of
important newspapers in different countries. The
President promises free access to all parts of the
country, and freedom to write what they wish.
[See current volume, page 155.]

&

It is announced that the government will issue
500,000,000 pesos fiat money in the form of frac-
tional currency. Its circulation is to be made
compulsory. It is denied that the government
will cease coining half pesos. The tax to be
levied on all investments will be one-eighth of
one per cent. Charge O’Shaughnessy made a
second protest to General Huerta against the se-
vere attacks of the Mexican press on President
Wilson. General Huerta promised the offense
would not bhe repeated.

&

General Villa has found time to talk politics
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Seventeenth Year.

and to announce some of the things that will
he done by the Constitutionalists when they come
into power. “After the revolution,” he says, “this
is our pledge to the Mexican people: That every
Mexican shall have a piece of land, so that he
may live; that all the world shall work; that there
shall be a school for every child in the republic.
The schools are nearest to my heart.” There is
to be no standing army, for that makes the op-
portunity of the dictator—and Mexico wants no
more dictators. Schools, factories, and great ag-
ricultural enterprises will be established. “We
must give the soldiers work,” he says. “I do not
believe in pensioning them. The mind of the
idle soldier runs to war.” But after setting forth
policies that would enlighten more advanced
countries than Mexico, General Villa declares he
would not accept the presidency if offered to him,
as he is a soldier and not a statesman.

&

Military operations -amounted to little, beyond
the investment of Tampico by the Constitutional-
ists. But the Federals are still able to hold the
city itself. General Villa announces an early at-
tack on Torreon, which is now completely in-
vested. He expects to capture the place without
difficulty and thinks Monterey will offer little
resistance.

o &%

The Labor War.

Congressional investigation of the Michigan
copper mine strike continues. Witnesses for the
strikers have told stories of bad treatment. On
February 10 Sidney Thomas told how he had
once been compelled during the winter to go to
work in wet clothes on the surface to cut up tim-
ber for use below. On February 11 Daniel Waati
said he had worked twenty-six years for the Calu-
met & Hecla and that working conditiqns had
become worse during the past five years. Another
witness said he had made as much in one month
as $100 and as little in another as $16 for sixteen
days’ work, but his monthly average for sixteen
months was $45 or $50. Another witness had
made as high as $160 for one month, and again
a8 low as $12, and said further that the average
was Jow. On February 12 two witnesses told of
having worked for months under the contract sys-
tem and had been informed at the end of that
time that they owed the company money after
balancing their account for supplies, benefits,
rents and other things. On February 13 Mr. Al-
lan F. Rees, counsel for the mining companies,
asked a witness if he was a Socialist. Objection
to the question was raised and sustained, al-
though Mr. Rees explained that he wished to show |
the Western Federation of Miners to be a Socialist
organization, and that this had an important
bearing on the refusal of the companies to recog-
nize it. Mr. Hilton, attorney for the strikers,
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