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The Case of Thomas D. Jones.

Rejection of Thomas D. Jones as member of

the Federal Reserve Board was urged because he

is a director of the International Harvester Com

pany, because he approves of its operations, and

because he is an interlocking director. Since the

committee on Banking and Currency had the op

portunity to learn whether there are other and

more serious objections, it is reasonable to suppose

that it found none. A charge of violation of so

ridiculous a measure as the anti-trust law in itself

is no reasonable objection. The Senators who

voted against confirmation of Jones for thai reason

are themselves supporters of laws which encourage

violations of the Sherman law, and will encourage

violations of the anti-trust laws now pending. Sen

ators Nelson, Bristow, Crawford, McLean and

Weeks are supporters not only of protective tariff

laws, but of the laws upholding franchise monopo

lies, patent monopolies, land monopoly and other

trust breeding privileges. Senators Hitchcock and

Reed differ with them regarding details of tariff

schedules, but otherwise are probably in practical

accord. If Jones did any wrong in taking advant

age of the bad laws these Senators uphold then

they are in the position of one who tempts another

to do wrong. It is not for a tempter to denounce

as a crime succumbing to the tempation he has

offered.

If Jones is an upholder of predatory Privilege

then his appointment was unfit. If he is an oppon

ent and possesses the necessary ability to properly

perform the duties of the office, then the appoint

ment was a proper one, regardless of whether the

charges brought against him be true or not. More

than one sincere opponent of Privilege has taken

advantage of privilege-breeding laws which ignor

ant legislators insist on enacting in spite of pro

tests. So, while it is possible that there are valid

reasons for the rejection of the appointment, it

does not appear that any intelligent effort was

made by the Senate committee to find them. s. d.
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Unrequited Labor.

One of the striking features of the St. Paul

conference of the National Education Association

was the wage question, presented by Margaret

Haley of Chicago, and Dr. Charles W. Dabney,

president of the University of Cincinnati. Of the

30,000 Illinois teachers, said Miss Haley, 22,000

are paid less than $800 a year. Carpenters aver

age $802. Coal miners throughout the United

States average $600 a year, which is more than

18,159 Illinois teachers receive, according to Miss

Haley. Common labor is placed at $513, but more

than half of the teachers of this State draw less

than $500. "We have 9,257 teachers," said Miss

Haley, "that we cannot compare with anybody for

the reason that they are getting less than $400 a

year. We have 3,000 teachers who are getting less

than $300 a year, and 579 who are drawing less

than $200 a year." Dr. Dabney cited some shame

fully low salaries for college instructors, and

clinched his point by saying that a man who em

ployed a $20,000 lawyer, or a $10,000 doctor, was

willing to have his son taught by a $1,500 pro

fessor.

9

After making due allowances for all the exten

uating circumstances connected with the teach

er's work, the long vacation, the shorter hours—in

some, but by no means all cases—and the short

terms of some rural schools, it must be confessed

that school teachers are much underpaid. It is

apparent upon reflection that this is poor economy

on the part of the state. Such a wage will not

draw the best talent of the community; nor will

it secure the best service of such talent as it does

draw. And when the building of character is

concerned only the best is good enough. Spend

ing fifteen million dollars for a battleship, and

paying a teacher who is training our citizens less

than the wages of common labor is a gross waste.

Poor service in any other part of the government

can be borne better than in the schools.

#

The question arises: Why do men and women

with the qualification of teachers enter such a

poorly paid profession, or having entered, remain

in it? There is more or less fluidity in all labor;

men and women change from one calling to an

other; the old die, and others are born. How is

it that such miserably meager salaries can fill the

ranks of teachers? Is it not because wages are

still worse in other occupations? So long as the

state educates the poorest child without charge

there will be an abundance of candidates for the

teaching profession ; and no adequate wage can be

paid the teachers while so many are ready and

willing to take their places for the present pay.

The teacher's problem is the problem of all who

work for hire, what to do with the person who

wants her job. Kemove that factor and any teach^

er will soon settle the wage question; but so long

as the school board can hire another for this wage,

there is no redress. And this is the labor prob

lem. See that all have jobs, and that the least

efficient has all that he produces; then it must

follow that the others will rise above that to the

degree of their superiority. But with one man or

one woman out of a job all men and women with

jobs are in jeopardy and all wages tend to the low

est level. Give to the day laborer and the sewing

woman, what they produce, and all others will tend

to receive what they produce. In nothing is the

solidarity of the race more manifest than in the

gradation of wages through all its ranks. It is

only where some form of legal privilege gives to

some at the expense of others that they receive

more than their due ; and it is because all industry

is preyed upon by legal privilege that any labor

is deprived of its full earnings. If the teachers

are to get the pay they deserve they will have to

educate the parents as well as the children.

s. c.

@ #

Ineffective Armaments.

"Can Panama Be Destroyed from the Air?"

illustrated by photographs taken from an aero

plane and published in a San Francisco periodical,

again calls attention to the folly of depending

upon fortifications rather than upon the good

will of men. Our Government may prose

cute the too zealous editor who betrayed mili

tary secrets, but that will not save the Canal from

attack. Had we spent a tithe of the cost of the

fortifications in promoting international good

will, and left the Canal unfortified, no nation

would have dared to molest it. But, having shak

en our mailed fist in the face of the world, we

have issued a standing challenge for its destruc

tion to any nation that has the cunning or the

power. s. c.

@ ®

Is Such a Deal Profitable?

The money obtained from sale of the battleships

Mississippi and Idaho will be put into a dread

nought. The two ships sold will continue to be in

struments devoted to threatening or to carrying

on destruction of life and property. So back

ward are we that such a disposition appears to
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many of us, sensible and businesslike. To these

it sounds absurd to suggest that it would have

been better to have changed the two ships from

menaces and destroyers into useful and productive

merchantmen. But we have not yet become suffi

ciently civilized to even consider such a proposi

tion. We have made the two destroyers a means

of creating a third destroyer, when we could have

changed them into aids to production of wealth.

Such is the statesmanship of today. s. d.

George Fred Williams' Great Service.

George Fred Williams found the regulations

of the diplomatic service obstructing his duty

to Humanity. Thus, forced to choose be

tween red tape and a useful action, he chose the

latter. He lost his office but he gains instead the

satisfaction of having done more for his fellows

than he could otherwise accomplish. Whatever

may be done about the.Albanian situation, the ex

cuse can not be urged that the powers responsible

are in ignorance of conditions there prevailing.

Williams shed light on a situation which needed

light badly, and which powerful interests wished

kept in darkness. He did well. 8. d.

@ #

Do Circumstances Alter Cases?

Suppose a labor paper were to announce in the

case of a strike something like this : "The strikers

are confined to the choice of seeing others take their

places or forcing the strike-breakers to refrain

from work. In some cases they will let their

places be taken, but in many cases they will at

tempt coercion. The coercion of the strike-break

ers may be silent and bloodless, or it may be vio

lent. In either case it will be coersion." Would

there not at once be a loud demand for protection

of the strike-breakers in their right to work?

Would not the militia be ordered out, deputy sher

iffs sworn in and injunctions issued? Experience

shows that that is what would happen. Well, no

such announcement has been made in any labor pa

per. But "Babson's Eeports on Labor Legislation

and Other Social Matters, Particularly for Men of

Wealth," in the June issue, announces that in case

of a strike of harvest hands the farmers will at

tempt coercion in many cases in preference to pay

ing the prices demanded, since they cannot let

their^ crops rot while waiting to starve out the

workers." "The coercion of the harvesters may

be silent and bloodless," continues the report, "or

it may be violent. In either case it will be coer

cion." Does not a threat of such coercion justify

the same protective measures as would be resorted

to were the threat the other way? If not, why

not?

It is due Mr. Babson to say that he only an

nounces the prospect as a matter of news and the

announcement does not by any means imply an

endorsement of coercion. In fact, he declares it

to be his "long life dream to help bring about

the peaceful settlement of those differences that

now exist between the employer and employe."

There is much in his reports to show his sincer

ity in this wish, but little to indicate possession

of the knowledge as to how to bring about its

accomplishment. 8. D.

@ @

The Cause of Depressions.

Much is being said of a conspiracy to bring on

a panic and depression in order to discredit the

party in power. Perhaps the reports are true. At

least there is nothing in them at all contrary to

human nature. But the danger of such a con

spiracy is a just penalty that must be paid by every

party in power which through ignorance or lack

of courage refrains from attacking the fundamen

tal cause of panics and business depressions. Busi

ness depressions come without help of any conspir

acy, and in spite of all optimism, whenever land

speculation so inflates the cost of access to nature's

resources that production of wealth becomes too

difficult. While such a possibility is allowed to

exist, it is vain to try to stave off a depression by

urging confidence, or to escape responsibility

therefor by pleading conspiracy. With the cause

of depressions removed neither conspiracy nor uni

versal pessimism could bring on a panic or in

dustrial depression. s. D.

Again, the Law and the Poor.

The announcement that some of the Chicago

judges were willing to forego their summer vaca

tion in order that persons unable to furnish bail

might not be needlessly held in prison, serves to

call attention to a glaring defect of the law. Not

only is the law outrageously slow at all times, but

there are times when it stops entirely. That

courts should have seasons of rest, when all ac

tivities are suspended, is no more logical or neces

sary than that railroads, or butchers, or cooks,

should suspend service. To the person who can

give bail the delay matters little, but to the man

who can furnish no security save that of his own

body, it is very serious. A man, Buspected of hav

ing committed a crime, i» arrested the next day
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after the judge starts on his vacation. He lies in

jail until the judge returns from his summer out

ing, when he is found to be innocent of the crime

and is dismissed. Is society so poor that it can

not hire enough judges to keep the courts open

the year around? Or are the judges so indiffer

ent to another's misfortune that they cannot ar

range their vacations so they will not all occur at

the same time?

A companion evil seems to be in the course of

removal by the action of the people of Los An

geles Count}', California, who, under the provi

sions of a new charter, have appointed a public

defender. We have always had judges to deter

mine the guilt of culprits, and prescribe punish

ment. But the state was not content with that.

It appointed a special prosecutor, whose function

now, whatever it may have been in the beginning,

is to make out a case against the alleged offender.

This worked no hardship in the case of rich of

fenders, for they were able to hire the best lawyers

to defend them. But in the case of the poor it has

been a grievous hardship. They have had the

perfunctory service of such legal talent as the

court might appoint to defend them, or have been

obliged to sacrifice their meager funds. Why?

To establish their innocence, if innocent; to pre

vent too severe a punishment if guilty. For it is

not part of the state's attorney's duty to determine

the guilt or innocence of the man who has fallen

into the hands of the law, nor even to find out the

degree of guilt. He, armed with all the power of

tbe State, devotes his full force to securing a con

viction: let the victim beware. The prestige of

the sheriff's office, the detective force, and the of

fice of the state's attorney depends, not upon met

ing out justice, but in securing convictions.

$

At last we have a community that is trying to

establish justice. It will be strange work for a

time. The legal machinery will groan and creak

alarmingly, for the public defender will be con

fronted by the precedents of two thousand years ;

but if he wins it will be a magnificent victory. If

Los Angeles County shall establish the same

means to prove a man's innocence that it has to

prove his guilt; in a word, if it will establish even-

handed justice, it will do more to beget respect for

the law than has yet been done. s. c.

Incomplete Restitution.

Autonomy to the Philippines is not a fulfillment

of the Democratic party's pledge. That pledge was

for independence, and to independence the islands

are entitled. The raising of such issues as fitness

to govern themselves is a dodging of the main

point. The Filipinos are entitled, for better or

worse, to whatever government they wish to have

regardless of whether others think it good for

them or not. They are furthermore entitled to it

without delay. It may be—in fact it is probable—

that the toning down of concessions to the Philip

pines as contained in the definite grant of inde

pendence in the original Jones bill, to mere auton

omy without a definite date for independence in

the one just introduced, is due to the fact that

nothing better can be passed. If so,- it is an in

dictment of the honor and democracy of some

Democratic Congressmen. It means that they can

not be induced to regard either their pledges or the

democratic principle that all governments derive

their just powers from the consent of the governed.

Because this is the case with so many Democratic

Congressmen, a partial mitigation, instead of com

plete wiping out of our imperialistic disgrace, is all

that is in immediate prospect. s. D.

@ @

Municipal Ownership.

Critics who, having demonstrated that the man

agement of private business is more efficient than

that of public business, conclude that municipal

operation of public utilities is therefore inad

visable, are not always careful of their premises.

Private business is better managed than public

business, not because the one is private and the

other public, but because one is competitive and

the other is not. Monopolized business, whether

public or private, may never be so well managed

as free business, yet a public monopoly is better

than a private monopoly. Public utility services

that are kept within bounds by close supervision,

would be still better under public operation. For

when the public has only a supervisory power the

private monopolist is under irresistable temptation

to control the supervisor ; hence, the political graft.

But when the monopoly is wholly within the con

trol of the people there is only the administration

to be watched. And when municipal operation of

public utilities anywhere is considered, it should

be remembered that there are still great financial

interests bent upon making such operation a

failure.

Notwithstanding this handicap the municipal

operation of public utilities is steadily advancing.

The municipally owned street railway has al

ready vindicated itself in San Francisco, as it has
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in Monroe, La., Edmonton, Alberta, and in many

other places large and small. One of the most

widely advertised experiments in mtinipalization

of public utilities is the street car system of Glas

gow, Scotland, which the recent report of James

Dalrymple, the general manager, shows to be an

unqualified success. Not only was there an in

crease of $350,000 in the earnings over the pre

ceding year, but this result was accomplished in

spite of the fact that the minimum fare of two

cents had been reduced to one cent. As the two-

cent fare furnished the major part of the revenue,

its halving was looked upon by timid citizens as

inviting disaster. The amount received from one-

cent fares was $2,114,624; from two-cent fares,

$1,827,727 ; three-cent, $647,913 ; four-cent, $263,-

476 ; five-cent, $146,947 ; six-cent, $82,188 ; seven-

cent, $79,937; eight-cent, $13,679. It will be

noted that the larger the fare the smaller the

amount of revenue received, and that receipts in

creased through the several classes as the fare

was reduced, the one-cent fare earning the largest

revenue of all.

This showing of Mr. Dalrymple's report that

nearly four-fifths of the total revenue was derived

from the one and two-cent fares, with the one-cent

fare supplying the larger part, is in keeping with

the fact that it is ever the low fare that supplies

the bulk of the revenue. It is so in India, in

Russia, and in Europe, where the railroads derive

their main support from the third and fourth

class passengers, who must make up for the fine

carriages occupied by the first class passengers.

It is so on many of the trans-Atlantic ships,

where immigrants pay for the luxurious appoint

ments of the cabins. And it is so in this country,

where the deficit of the "limited" trains, and the

"trains de luxe," is made up by the people in the

common coaches of the local trains. It is appar

ent that the average citizen is, so far as the true

functions of government are concerned, in the

primary class. He knows so little about the ques

tion that he falls an easy prey to the machinations

of interested persons. But each new success in

municipal management tends toward enlighten

ment of the public and an enlightened public is

all that is necessary to bring about the municipali

zation of public utilities. s. c.

® ®

"To the Editor."

Those only who have had to do with newspaper

publications know the thrills incident to the read

ing of the criticisms of correspondents, which

range all the way from the "stop my paper" of a

fighting patriot, to the "more power to your pen"

of a Singletaxer. But all are welcome. The stop-

my-paper missives temper editorial conceit; they

visualize to his aspiring mind the words of the

preacher, "All is vanity," they jolt him out of his

self-complacency; and they tend to keep his feet

on the ground. And yet, when he has been utter

ly cast down ; when his soul is sick, and three Re

publicans stop his paper; when the Democrats in

Congress demonstrate the appropriateness of the

party emblem, and he cries out in the anguish of

his soul, What's the use?, there comes from Po-

dunk, or Cherry Center, or New York, the little

more-power-to-your-pen letter, and all is well.

The skies brighten, the birds sing, the children

laugh, and the editor sallies forth to bag another

dragon.

But other letters come—for the post office cen

sorship is by no means complete. A correspondent

asks, "Why do you insist upon ending every di-

torial with a reference to the Singletax? Stop

kicking. Forget your grouch. Give us something

light and witty." These are the unreasonable

readers. They would have grapes from thorns and

figs from thistles. It is not every editor who can

snap his fingers at Fate, or crack jokes over im

pending social cataclysms. There is only one

W. M. Beedy to pad his kicks with witticisms

and decorate his grouches with scintillating figures

of speech. The rest must get on as best they can

with such brains as niggardly Nature has given

them. If the editorials do not sparkle it is not

by design; and if merriment is too often absent

from the page, remember The Public does not

pose as a "funny" paper, but that it is trying to

the best of its ability to aid those who are striving

for justice. s. c.

® ® ®

THE NEXT TARIFF BATTLE.

The Democratic platform of 1912 declares "it

to be a fundamental principle of the Democratic

party that the Federal government, under the

Constitution has no right or power to impose or

collect tariff duties except for the purposes of reve

nue, and we demand that the collection of such

taxes shall be limited to the necessities of gov

ernment economically administered."

The Underwood tariff bill redeemed this pledge,

so far as the Democratic Congressional caucus

thought it, for the time being, consistent with this

subsequent paragraph of the platform: "We

favor the ultimate attainment of the principles,
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we advocate by legislation that will not injure

or destroy legitimate industry." In other words

the destruction of the protective tariff must be

brought about by easy stages, but that it must

be ultimately destroyed is a principle long rec

ognized in Democratic platforms. In 1892 the

platform declared "Republican protection is a

fraud, a robbery of the great majority of the

American people for the benefit of the few."

Whilst the Underwood tariff has dealt protec

tion a staggering blow and achieved all- the reduc

tion possible in any one general revision bill,

nevertheless it is framed on recognized protec

tive principles—principles fundamentally undem

ocratic. This implies no criticism of the splendid

work already accomplished. The platform did

not intend, nor did it promise that the indefens

ible schedules of the protective tariff should be

all wiped out at once, but its ultimate destruction

is distinctly and unequivocably stated as a "fun

damental principle of "Democratic" faith. The

future of the Democratic party and the Nation's

prosperity demand that the party faithfully re

deem a pledge that is basic to its very existence.

Before making another forward movement a

new plan of attack must be decided upon. An

other general revision is not to be thought of;

because, bound together by a common interest

the tariff beneficiaries cannot thus be further dis

lodged. Just as a man with a giant's strength

may be unable to break a bundle of sticks, every

one of which a child can easily break when taken

separately, so the protective tariff, attacked in

detail, schedule by schedule, can easily be de

stroyed. Determine the weakest point and there

on concentrate the first attack. Start on the

schedules which oppress the largest number of

people.

Primary necessities of life articles used by

every inhabitant of the country are not proper

subjects for revenue tariffs. Such are cotton and

woolen goods, which are worn by every class, from

pauper to millionaire. The same principle which

induced the placing of the chief food products on

the free list should here govern. Such taxes bear

most heavily on the very poorest. Unlike the

income tax, they fall on the man with a large

family with manifold greater weight than on

the bachelor. In short, these taxes are propor

tioned to the size of a man's family, proportioned

to the amount of clothing he buys. Can anyone

doubt that a bill placing the entire woolen and

cotton schedules on the free list would, if sub

mitted to popular vote, command such an over

whelming majority that no party would defy pub

lic opinion by attempting its repeal? Its popu

larity would undoubtedly for a long time hold the

Democratic party in power and give its tariff pol

icy a stability hitherto unknown. Lack of stabil

ity is one great drawback to any tariff whatso

ever. Stability is desirable in any kind of legis

lation, but frequent tariff changes are more disas

trous to business than most any other legislative

changes, and yet nowhere is change more frequent

than in tariff laws. This is a very strong objec

tion to any kind of tariff whether for revenue or

protection. The best friends of the tariff admit

that the ever-changing conditions of trade, manu

facture and prices necessitate corresponding

changes in the tariff. Hence Republicans enact

a "perfect tariff law" and subsequently change it

themselves. To prevent unnecessary tariff tin

kering they propose a tariff commission.

A much better plan would be to change only a

few schedules at a time, subject to a referendum

vote of the people. If one question more than an

other requires to be submitted to popular vote

it surely is the tariff, for the very reason that an

unpopular tariff act could not then become law

and a tariff known to meet with public approval

will be less subject to change.

0

Free listing the woolen and cotton schedules

cannot fail to be immensely popular, because

every human being in the United States needs

clothing and when these goods are placed on the

free list they will not be subject to further tariff

tinkering.

The tariff on woolen and cotton goods is often

spoken of as the keystone of the protective arch,

and just as the removal of the keystone so weakens

an arch that it will fall with the least jar, so will

the removal of the tariff from cotton and woolen

goods so weaken the entire tariff structure that

the breath of public opinion will soon shatter it

to pieces.

Woolen and cotton manufacturers have been the

most liberal contributors to Republican cam

paigns. They have subsidized the press and for

almost two decades sustained the supremacy of

the Republican party. When their graft is gone,

with public opinion so strongly set against a

woolen or cotton tariff that there can be no hope

of its re-imposition the champions of protection

will become advocates of free trade. They will

argue that it is unfair that they should be de

prived of their ancient graft whilst other indna
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tries are still favored, and just as hitherto they

had been the leaders of protection, their own fi

nancial interest will now make them clamor for

the repeal of all the multitudinous tariffs which

help to raise the price of the raw material and

machinery necessary to their own industries. Dye

stuffs, stationary engines with their appurten

ances, spinning machinery, etc., would be placed

on the free list with practically no opposition.

As the free list would thus be broadened the num

ber of free traders would correspondingly be in

creased until at no distant date every vestige of

protection would be wiped from the statute books.

A new source of revenue having become avail

able through the income tax, the excuse for a

revenue tariff does not now appeal with anything

like the force it did a year or two ago. Should

this source of revenue be insufficient to meet the

expanding free list it could well be supplemented

by a heavy inheritance tax. Such a tax would

not discourage energy or enterprise. Moreover, it

is a generally recognized fact that an inheritance,

exceeding a very moderate one, is more of a curse

than a blessing to its recipient. Hence taxes on

such inheritances would relieve a tariff burdened

people without injuring anyone.

Another principle involved, is the introduc

tion of the Referendum into national polities.

This will render the Democratic party immensely

popular with that class of progressives in all par

ties who favor the principle of the Initiative and

Referendum. Many Republicans and all Progres

sive Congressmen will feel in duty bound to vote

for such a tariff measure, because of its influence

in furtherance of the Referendum. An impulse

would surely be given to this cause that its sin

cere advocates cannot fail to grasp. No amount

of theoretic literature and speeches could give it

a boost comparable with this practical nation

wide application of the Referendum principle.

E. J. BATTEN.

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE

CONGRESSMEN AT THEIR OLD TRICKS.

Washington, July 13.

Does this Congress intend to pass a publicity law*

which will enable the voters to know who is put

ting up the money in the election this fall?

Or have the Standpatters who control both the

old-line parties through the caucus system, arrived

at a quiet bi-partisan agreement that there shall be

no publicity for the November election at which

every seat in the House is to be filled, and one-third

of those in the Senate?

Narrowing down again, is the party in power go

ing to sidestep legislation which will give the peo

ple any of that "pitiless publicity" we have been

hearing about since 1908?

Congressman Rucker of Missouri says not. Dur

ing the debate in the House last Wednesday upon

the bill proposing publicity for campaign' contribu

tions, replying to a question by Congressman Bryan

of Washington, he said: "There is no probability of

this bill becoming a law before the next election

this fall."

Mr. Rucker spoke with the positive assurance of

a man who knew things from "way back." As chair

man of the House Committee on Elections, which

reported the bill, he is in a position to know. He

further warned the House that anything broader

or more effective than his bill would be rejected by

the Senate, and if the Senate did strengthen it, the

House would not concur.

This is not welcome news to the voters of this

nation, who know that the corrupt use of enormous

sums of money in influencing elections strikes at the

heart of popular government, and is a danger to the

republic, and who, on this account, have been demand

ing publicity for years. ,

The Democratic platform of 1908 contained a plank

on "publicity of campaign contributions," starting

thus: "We demand Federal legislation forever ter

minating the partnership which has existed between

corporations of the country and the Republican

party." The 1912 platform reaffirmed this plank.

The Republican platform of 1912 contained a plank

along the same lines, but what have they done?

In 1910 the Republican Congress, under the control

of the Aldrich-Cannon machine, passed a bogus pub

licity law, the main Joker of which lay in its apllca-

tion only to such campaign committees as operate

"in two or more states." Hence, the predatory cor

porations could get in their work through State and

local committees without publicity. It was de

nounced by insurgent Republicans and progressive

Democrats, but it was "put over" and has accom

plished its design—nothing.

And now, after all this agitation, comes the Demo

cratic Committee on Elections in the House, solemnly

proposing to re-enact the Republican fiasco of 1910.

Last Wednesday, the day on which the bill was

scheduled to pass the House, the National Popular

Government League, with headquarters in this city,

sent a letter to every member of the House, pro

testing against its passage. Judson King, the Execu

tive Secretary of the League, eschewing the polite

and diplomatic language customary among Congress

men, and using the speech of the folks back home,

told the members that the bill was a plain "fake."

No less strenuous epeech would have produced

a dent in the smooth working of the machine at

that late hour. Mr. King was specific in his charges.

He pointed out the following "chief jokers": The

bill retained the "two States" provision; it required

no publicity from State, district or local committees

in primary elections, nor from persons, firms or other

organizations than political committees, in primary

elections while compelling the candidate himself to

give publicity—a Joker clearly setting free the Big

Interests to work for their men in secret; it limited

•See Public of April 21, 1911, at pace 369.
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the amount a candidate could spend, but not the

amount which might be spent by others in his be

half; it provided punishment for "wilful" violation

only—a thing which is next to impossible to prove in

court.

When asked on the floor to explain these charges

Mr. Rucker went into a rage and proceeded to prove

himself a first-class understudy for the chief actor

in that grand old play, "Caught With the Goods." He

denounced the author of the letter, but he failed

to explain the charges.

A non-partisan fight was precipitated which lasted

all day. The progressives of all parties were

aroused. They made several amendments of a

minor nature over the protests of Mr. Rucker, but the

parliamentary status of the bill was such as to in

hibit them from doing much. Their attitude toward

the whole bill, however, is reflected in the vote on

the motion to recommit with instructions to strike

out of the "two or more States" joker in one place.

(Only one amendment was possible at this juncture

under the rules.) This carried by a vote of 134 to

116.

But the bill is still of little account. The Interests

are free to get in their work both at primary and

general elections without publicity from State or

local committees, while candidates must report.

There is no limit to the amount any individual can

spend to help elect any candidate. Reports of na

tional or interstate campaign committees must still

be filed only with the clerk of the House at Washing

ton, D. C, not less than ten nor more than fifteen

days before election. An attempt to have them also

filed in the various States, where they would be

promptly available was voted down. What chance

is there to get the information to the voters before

election? The amount that can be spent on postage

and stationery is not limited. The "wilful" vio

lation joker is retained.

To sum up—the bill is still bogus. The stand

patters, united under Mr. Rucker, Democrat, and

Mr. Mann, Republican, were successful in prevent

ing genuine publicity.

The bill is now before the Senate Committee on

Elections. That committee has also before it a bill

by Senator Owen, giving real publicity. The Owen

bill eliminates all the jokers in the Rucker bill and

other minor jokers which time and space will not

permit including in this writing.

What will the Senate do? Will the reactionary

members of this body in both parties repudiate the

platform pledges of the Democratic and Republican

platforms of 1912?

D. E. McCRAT.

@ @ @

SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT IN THE DIS

TRICT OF COLUMBIA.

Washington, D. C, July 6, 1914.

More fundamental than the movement for just tax

ation and public ownership in the District 1b the

struggle now going on to secure suffrage and self-

government. More fundamental because the people

must own and control their government before they

can make any safe and enduring progress on the

road to economic justice.

If "an injury to one is the concern of all," it should

be a matter of serious concern to every citizen of

the United States that in sixty-nine square miles of

territory, under the very shadow of the Capitol

dome, a third of a million Americans are denied the

right of self-government and are "taxed without rep

resentation." The present form of government by

committees of Congress, by three appointed Com

missioners and several independent and irresponsi

ble boards and officials, was introduced in 1874 and

made permanent by the act of June 11, 1878. In

form, it is an absolute despotism. It would be im

possible in this brief article to trace the historical

causes which imposed this un-American form of gov

ernment upon the people of the District; but the

question will naturally arise, Why has the District

remained disfranchised? It is inconceivable that

any other American city could be' disfranchised with

out violent protests, and perhaps armed resistance.

Why has Washington been so patient during the past

forty years? What influences have been at work

here to maintain the status quo?

It is very largely a case of economic determinism

and class rule. Under the so-called Organic Act of

1878, the Federal Government defrays one-half of

the expenses of the District to the extent that Con

gress approves the estimates submitted. The actual

proportion now paid by the Federal Government is

about 40 per cent. To this Federal subsidy, taxes

and land values have become adjusted. The land

owners, real-estate operators and other special in

terests are agreed that the "half-and-half system"

must not be disturbed. "It would hurt business," we

are told, "and cause a slump in real estate." Now,

to agitate for the right of suffrage is believed to im

peril the Organic Act, which is the fountain-head of

the sacred "half-and-half system." So it has long

been understood that any Washington newspaper

which demands the right of suffrage in the District

will incur the wrath of the special interests, who

are known to control much valuable advertising

patronage. Some of the newspaper men are per

sonally in favor of suffrage, but not one of the four

dally newspapers of Washington is actively support

ing the present campaign for popular government in

the District, while they are all enlisted in support of

the "half-and-half system." In point of fact, the

average home owner and renter would be benefited

financially if the present Federal subsidy were cut in

half, provided that we could secure just assessments,

a heavier tax on land values and the partial ex

emption of buildings from taxation, but it is difficult

to obtain newspaper publicity for facts of this char

acter.

Ever since 1878 there has been more or less

local agitation for the rights of suffrage, self-govern

ment and representation in Congress. The spark of

freedom has never been quite extinguished. Within

the past few- years there has been a well-organized

movement in behalf of popular government. The

Central Labor Union is on record in favor of popu

lar government. In 1911, the first District platform

of the Socialist party demanded popular government.

But neither the trade-unions nor the Socialist or

ganizations are especially active or aggressive In

their work for the cause.

In 1912 the District of Columbia Suffrage League

was organized. Its executive secretary and recog
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nized leader is Dr. Thomas E. Will, a Harvard grad

uate, formerly president of a Kansas college, and

long identified with various radical movements for

the common good. He has made a special study of

the District situation, and preaches the gospel ot

political feedom at regular street meetings. In this

open-air campaign he is ably seconded by James

Hugh Keeley, and other speakers are occasionally

heard. This organization has drafted a bill, recently

introduced in Congress by Hon. Warren Worth

Bailey, which authorizes the people of the District

to frame their own municipal charter. Among oth

ers who have been active workers in the District

suffrage cause for many years back are E. W. Oyster,

now one of the District assessors, and E. J. Dakln,

both of them veteran Singletaxers.

The Citizens' Committee of Forty was organized

last November. Its avowed purposes are to watch

the Congressional situation and to unite the business

and professional elements, labor organizations and

government employes in support of such measures

as will secure popular government. Its Chairman is

Dr. A. J. McKelway, Southern Secretary of the Na

tional Child Labor Organization and a Democrat of

the fundamental type. Its Vice-chairman is Dr. Har

vey W. Wiley of pure-food fame, and its Secretary,

Louis Ottenberg, a hustling young lawyer. This com

mittee has framed a bill, introduced in the House by

Hon. D. O'Leary, which provides for the creation of

a commission to Investigate the relations between

the Federal and District governments, to hold public

hearings, and to frame a modern and democratic

charter for the District. A bill along these general

lines has recently been adopted by the House Dis

trict Committee and Is expected to pass the House

during the present session. Much depends upon the

personnel of the proposed commission. If it is fairly

democratic, Congress will soon have the opportunity

to enact a new Organic Law which will include

not only municipal self-government but a permanent

and equitable settlement of the disturbing "half-and-

half" question. The friends of the commission idea

believe that Congress is ready to act as soon as the

right kind of a plan can be worked out. If the com

mission plan fails, powerful financial interests will,

no doubt, continue to oppose any change in the pres

ent form of government.

There are many Indications of a strong local senti

ment in favor of genuine popular government, includ

ing equal suffrage for men and women, and the

initiative, referendum and recall. No matter how

efficient our District government or how democratic

in spirit and purpose our present District Commis

sioners may be, the people of the District want to

have a voice in their own government.

WM. DUNCAN MACKENZIE.

@ ® ®

REVOLUTIONS IN OLD MEXICO.

Monterey, Mexico, July 1.

It should be clear to the minds of all well-in

formed persons that the present revolution in Mexi

co is a social war, a struggle that has at its bottom

the land question. In fact, the three great revolu

tions really deserving the name, in the history of

this country, have been on the land question.

The insurrection for independence from Span

ish rule in 1810 was led by a priest named Miguel

Hidalgo. He saw the great injustices done the In

dians by the taskmasters in the haciendas of the

rich. He was himself a half Indian, his mother be

ing of the native race. He eagerly read French rev

olutionary books and was caught by the desire to

ameliorate the condition of the Indians. His war

cry was, "Lands for the Indians!" He knew nothing

could be done unless the Spanish yoke was thrown

off. In that work he was bitterly opposed, perse

cuted and finally sent to his death by the benefici

aries of vested rights, especially church and civil

authorities. A decade after his death independence

from Spanish dominion was achieved, for the idea

had been widely diffused among the people and the

rich class knew they must favor it if they were to

save their riches.

In 1860 Benito Juarez, a full-blood Indian, and a

group of patriots around him, led a movement in

behalf of the poor oppressed classes, and against

vested church privileges, and the effort to estab

lish a Napoleonic protectorate on American soil.

The Roman Catholic Church had in her possession

two-thirds of the lands of Mexico, including the best

and most valuable territory. This was the power

that counted in politics, and Juarez saw that it was

useless to oppose it unless It was shorn of its

strength forever. Accordingly all church property was

confiscated and in various ways distributed among

the people. This was the real cause of the peace

we enjoyed for thirty years, and not the menacing

sword nor the. crafty policy of Porfirio Diaz.

This sly old statesman had many opportunities to

make his country a great one, especially had he

taken pains to subdivide landed property and to

destroy the land privileges of the rich class. He

was surrounded, however, by a group of unscrupu

lous men, who boldly claimed to be making up a

third party In politics, by the name of Cientificos. In

fact they were working to profit by the old man's

friendship and to get rich quick by abusing the law

against the poor Indian small land owner. They

even went so far as to use the military force of the

nation to expel these land-owners from their own

homes, where they had had immemorial possession.

This is the best explanation which can be given

of the origin of such large estates as can be seen

at present in Chihuahua, Morelos and all over the

country. It is a noteworthy fact that the regions

where war has waged the hottest ever since 1910,

and where the revolutionary spirit has not been

quenched by any means, are precisely those parts

of the country where the largest estates are.

All the principal leaders such as Villa, Zapata,

Gonzalez, Villarreal and others, including Carranza

himself, are for the solution of the land problem,

and are earnestly at work for it. In all of the States

where the revolution has prevailed. Agrarian com

mittees have been appointed by the proper authori

ties and they are working hard. We have heard

those leaders themselves utter words to this effect:

"If the revolution does not bring a satisfactory solu

tion of the land question, then we may rightfully

say, 'Accursed be the revolution.' " This shows that

th9 end of the large land owner in old Mexico is

near. B. S. WESTRUP,

Member of Monterey Agrarian Committee.
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NEWS NARRATIVE

The figures in brackets at the ends of paragraphs refer

to volumes and pages of The Public for earlier informa

tion on the same subject.

Week ending Tuesday, July 14, 1914.

The National Education Association.

The National Education Association held its

fifty-second annual convention at St. Paul, Min

nesota, July 4 to 11. Teachers' salaries, sex hy

giene teaching, vocational education and equality

of status, political and professional, between men

and women were the subjects brought most prom

inently before the Association.

*

At the general session on the evening of July

6, for which the topic was Teachers' Salaries and

Pensions, Margaret Haley of Chicago presented

statistics disclosing the extremely low pay of

teachers as compared to other workers and, in dis

cussing the necessity for higher salaries, pointed

to the evasion of taxes by corporations as one of

the efficient causes of school poverty. The com

mittee on salaries was voted an appropriation of

$1,000, twice as much as any other committee.

*

The teaching of sex hygiene was thoroughly dis

cussed at another session, and the following res

olution finally passed:

The Association, reafflrniing its belief in the

constructive value of education in sex hygiene, di

rects attention to the grave dangers, ethical and

social, arising out of a sex consciousness, stimu

lated by undue emphasis upon sex problems and re

lations. The situation is so serious as to render

neglect hazardous. The Association urges upon all

parents the obvious duty of parental care and in

struction in such matters and directs attention to

the mistake of leaving such problems exclusively to

the school. The Association believes that sex hy

giene should be approached in the public schools

conservatively under the direction of persons quali

fied by scientific training and teaching experience In

order to assure a safe moral point of view. It, there

fore, recommends that institutions preparing teach

ers give attention to such subjects as would qualify

for instruction in the general field of morals as in

the particular field of sex hygiene.

The special committee which had been studying

vocational education during the year reported in

favor of one board in control of each community's

whole educational system, including vocational

courses, rather than the separate vocational

board advocated by some educators and business

men. This report was approved by the passage of

a resolution stating that the Association—

views with disfavor any proposal of a parallel sys

tem of schools exclusively for the trades and in

dustries at public expense, but favors a comprehen

sive unified system of public education, including all

types and forms under the single administration of

the constituted authorities in charge of the public

schools. A national system of vocational education,

supported by funds from the nation, the State and

the local community, is an urgent need, is based

upon sound economic reasons and is in response to a

public demand that should have prompt attention

from legislative authorities.

m

Professional and political equality of status be

tween men and women was emphatically advo

cated in principle and practice by the convention.

Five of the ten vice-presidents elected were women,

women were more prominent on the program than

ever before, and the following resolution was ap

proved :

The Association regards efficiency and merit,

rather than sex, as the principle on which appoint

ments and selections should be made, and therefore

declares itself in favor of the political equality of

the sexes and equal pay for equal services.

®

Among other measures passed were a commenda

tion of President Wilson's "moral self-restraint in

dealing with the Mexican situation," a depreca

tion of certain autocratic methods of educational

work on the part of large private foundations, and

pleas for the community use of school-houses, for

continuation classes, for ificreased salaries for

teachers, for a national university at public ex

pense and under public control, and for increased

appropriations for the Federal Bureau of Edu

cation.

President David Starr Jordan of Leland Stan

ford University, California, was elected President

to succeed Joseph Swain ; and Oakland, California,

was chosen for next year's meeting-place, August

16 to 23, when in connection with the National

Education Association there will be held an in

ternational council on education. [See vol. xvi,

p. 685.]

@ @

Congressional News.

The Senate Committee on Banking and Cur

rency rejected on July 9 by a vote of 7 to 4 a mo

tion to recommend confirmation of the appoint

ment of Thomas D. Jones to the federal reserve

board, and further voted unanimously to postpone

consideration of the nomination of Paul M. War

burg until he shall appear before the committee.

The votes to confirm Jones were cast by Pomerene

of Ohio, Shafroth of Colorado, HolHs of New
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Hampshire and Lee of Maryland; all Democrats.

Against confirmation were Hitchcock of Nebraska

and Eeed of Missouri, Democrats; and Nelson of

Minnesota, Bristow of Kansas, Crawford of South

Dakota, McLean of Connecticut and Weeks of

Massachusetts, Republicans. The objections to

Jones, alleged by the majority of the committee,

are his connections with the International Har-

vester Co. now being sued as a trust by the gov

ernment, and his approval of Its practices, his ap

proval of practices of the Mineral Point Zinc Co.,

of which he is president; and practices of railroads

owned by it which have been condemned by the

Interstate Commerce Commission, his holding

the position of interlocking director, and his hold

ing of views contrary to the spirit of the federal

reserve law. The minority report declares Jones

to be in accord with the Wilson policy regarding

monopoly, and endeavors to show that his business

connections are not such as to make him morally

responsible for the offense given by his concerns

to the government. A number of business organ

izations in Illinois and the middle west have pro

tested against the condemnation of Jones. [See

current volume, page 659.]

The Senate Judiciary Committee was reported

to have practically finished its work on the Clayton

bill on July 11. The only change reported in the

section exempting labor and farmers' organizations

from prosecution as trusts was elimination of per

mission to peacefully picket. The section was

eliminated prohibiting owners of mine products,

electric power or gas from arbitrarily refusing to

sell their products to responsible would-be pur

chasers. [See current volume, page 639.J

»

The Senate passed no less than 122 bills and

resolutions within three hours on July 10. Among

there were measures authorizing the President to

increase the regular army to a war footing, for

bidding use of the American flag for advertising

purposes, creating an aviation section in the army

with sixty officers and 200 enlisted men, and add

ing 9,680 acres to Pike National Forest in Col

orado.

The nomination of Ira Nelson Morris to be

minister to Sweden was confirmed by the Senate

on Julv 13.

The attempt to hamper the Federal Commission

on Industrial Relations by cutting down its appro

priation from $200,000 to $50,000 was defeated

on July 7. The Senate voted by 46 to 19 to re

store the original appropriation of $200,000. In

the debate over the matter the fact was brought

put that thp Commission is preparing to investi

gate child labor and to this fact was attributed the

opposition to a large appropriation by some Sena

tors from States where child labor prevails. [See

current volume, page 661.]

a

In response to a resolution of inquiry passed by

the Senate, at the instance of Senator Lea of Ten

nessee, the Interstate Commerce Commission July

9 reported that 34,000 free passes had been issued

during 1913 by the Louisville & Nashville Rail

road and the Nashville, Chattanooga & St. Louis

Railroad. These passes were accepted by the fol

lowing: One United States Senator, two Congress

men and 290 other Federal officials. Passes to the

number of 6,370 were given to State Senators,

10,622 to State representatives, to other State

officials to the number of 2,855 and 259 to judges.

The commission has the names of pass holders in

the various classes, but has not made them public.

Tt is also in the possession of correspondence show

ing the motives which actuated many of the re

cipients as well as the givers of the passes.

ft

Congressman Jones of Virginia, chairman of the

House Committee on Insular Affairs, introduced

on July 11a bill granting autonomy to the Phil

ippines. The bill affirms the intention of the United

States to recognize the independence of the islands

"as soon as a stable government shall be estab

lished therein." It is said to have the approval

of President. Wilson, Secretary Garrison and Phil

ippine Commissioner Manuel Quezon. It abolishes

the Philippine Commission and substitutes there

for a senate of which members from the Christian

provinces are to be elected by popular vote. The

non-Christian people are to be represented in the

senate by two members appointed by the governor

general, and in the lower house by nine members

appointed the same way. A limited veto is given

the governor general and an absolute veto given

the President. Congress is furthermore to retain

the right to annul any act of the legislature. Qual

ifications for voting for members of both branches

of the legislature in Christian territory are Phil

ippine citizenship and ability to read and write

English, Spanish or any native language. The

legislature has power to legislate on domestic

matters, but is expressly prohibited from passing

any tariff or currency act, or any act disposing of

public lands, timber or mining rights without first

obtaining approval of the President. No date for

independence is set. [See vol. xv, pp. 347, 514.]

Report On the New Haven.

A charge of criminal negligence was made

against the directors of the New York, New Haven

& Hartford Railroad by the Interstate Commerce

Commission in a report sent to the Senate on July


