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EDITORIAL

Poor Advice.

The tardiness with which Congress disposes of

the long-pending Seamen's Bill recalls a pithy sen

tence in reply to an unnamed marine officer who

had criticised the bill. Notwithstanding the years

of investigation and the exhaustive inquiry into

the shipping question from every possible point

of view, this officer had the audacity to suggest an

other commission of shipping interests. Andrew

Furuseth, the hardy and indefatigable sailor who

has watched so long and so well over the interests

of the seamen, makes this comment: "Congress

has listened to and accepted the advice of the

shipping interests, so-called, for one hundred

years. The result is that we have neither vessels

nor seamen." Is there no means by which Con

gress can be got to act? Must the appointment

of committees and the taking of testimony con

tinue forever? s. o.

Disorder in Mexico and Europe.

If, as was reported, the government of Spain has

asked European nations to jointly demand estab

lishment of peace in Mexico, its appeal should

prove embarrassing to the nations addressed. They

are themselves fighting, for reasons not nearly as

capable of justification on grounds of humanity,

civilization or intelligence as those underlying the

Mexican struggle, and their fight has already

caused more trouble, annoyance and loss to neutral

nations than the Mexican trouble can cause if con

tinued for a hundred years. One can avoid trouble

on account of the Mexican difficulty by keeping

out of the country. But the European brawl is

dangerous to innocent non-combatants peacefully

pursuing their way on the high seas. Those en

gaged in it cannot, without confession of greater

guilt and folly on their own part, protest about

Mexico. And Spain cannot ask them to join in

a protest, without making statements which, by

inference, must condemn their conduct.

S. D.
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Protectionists Declare Protection Injurious.

The establishment by Germany of a war zone

in English waters promises to put an end, for the

(duration of the war, to the measure of free trade

which England has enjoyed. And not even the

protectionist Tories are consistent enough to be

rejoiced at the prospect and to wish the Germans

success. German protectionists have been equally

inconsistent. They have not applauded England's

• efforts to prevent importation of cotton and other

commodities into Germany, and the protectionist

ministry of the Empire is taking the position that

depriving its enemies of the privilege of free trade

is a good way to weaken them. Since this policy

interferes with American trade, why would it not

be a good idea to send Republican floor leader

James R. Mann, or some equally good protectionist,

as special ambassador to Germany to show the

Kaiser how he can ruin England by ensuring her

uninterrupted free trade? s. D.

© ®

Free Trade and Peace.

The best peace maintainer will be absolute free

trade. Not that peace cannot otherwise be main

tained, for it can. But without free trade, to

maintain peace will often require laborious effort

involving danger of failure. Under free trade it

will require no more effort to maintain peace be

tween nations than is needed to maintain peace

between New York and New Jersey. s. d.

@ ©

Machinations of Privilege.

In Europe cunning Privilege has urged on the

people to a fratricidal war that will be as disas

trous to the victors as to the vanquished. In the

victorious nations producers of wealth will be

robbed as before by non-producers of all they pro

duce above a bare living. They will be no better

off in this respect than the people of the defeated

nations. In the United States the tools of Privi

lege are endeavoring to perpetuate the same con

ditions, by urging American citizens to make their

sympathy with either set of combatants, a political

issue, and thus give predatory monopoly a new and

undisturbed lease of power. 8. D.

Sacrifices for the Poor, Gains for the Rich.

The Canadian government is not content with

letting the workers do the fighting in this war.

It insists that they must bear all the expense as

well. That is the meaning of Finance Minister

W. T. White's announcement of an increase in

tariff duties to provide $20,000,000 to $25,-

000,000 additional revenue. Only recently the

Grain Growers' Convention at Winnipeg, by a

vote of 499 to 1, demanded that a land value tax be

levied to provide revenue and that tariff duties be

abolished. So Minister White is estopped from

pretending that he wants to help the farmers, as

tories on this side of the line would have been

quick to urge. He may find some other excuse,

equally thin, but if he were to frankly state that

he has been influenced by a desire to serve pred

atory interests he would be more worthy of respect

as well as belief.

It may be urged in behalf of Minister White,

as has been urged in Lloyd George's behalf, that

the land owning interest objects so strongly to

war taxes that should an attempt be made to com

pel it to bear them, it will resist and cripple the

government in its conduct of war. That is an

other way of saying that the interest which gets

the most benefit from government does not share

in that feeling, called patriotism, which induces

the poor and humble to sacrifice themselves. It

looks like another case of a poor man's fight and

a rich man's war. When will the poor learn this

oft-repeated lesson? s. D.

©' @

Saving Labor.

The publication of an advertisement of a new

motor that is designed to furnish power at such a

low rate that it will dispense with a large number

of laborers is used by a profoundly earnest writer

to show the cause of unemployment. The writer

goes on to enumerate a number of inventions and

discoveries that are designed to perform a given

service much cheaper than it was formerly done by

labor. The Diesel motor, which uses crude oil, the

water power that drives the machinery of far-

distant cities, and the various processes that enable

one man to do the work formerly done by two, are

pilloried as the oppressors of labor. But are they ?

Are these labor-saving devices friends or enemies

of the laboring man ?

$

The only commercial reason for adopting a new

process or instrument lies in the fact that by so

doing the process is cheapened. If the machine

plus the labor employed in its operation is not

cheaper than the labor formerly employed, it will

not be adopted. If it is cheaper, its general

adoption will cause a lowering in the price of the

goods. All labor products are either finished goods
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ready for consumption, or are raw materials to be

used in further manufacture. In either case they

are of direct value to consumers. And since the

cheapening of the price to the consumer increases

consumption, the tendency is to increase, rather

than to decrease, the demand for labor. There is,

it is true, a temporary confusion during the intro

duction of the new labor-saving device; but the

labor so displaced is quickly absorbed in the new

industries that are made possible by this cheapened

process.

@

The invention of a perfect substitute for leather

would possibly throw some tanners out of work;

but all the industries using leather as a raw ma

terial would increase their output, and would make

a corresponding demand for labor. Bessemer steel

required but a small part of the -labor necessary

to make charcoal steel in the old way; but when

the new metal was reduced to one-tenth the price

of the old, it became the basis of many new indus

tries, and transformed old ones. Whitney's cotton

gin, which enabled one man to do the work of fifty

in removing the lint from the seed, made cotton

growing one of the great industries of the country,

and supplied the people of the world with cheap

and comfortable clothing.

$

This is true of all labor-saving processes. No

machine can or will run a machine; no process

can manipulate a process. Labor is as necessary

now as it was in the beginning; and it will be

indispensable at the end. Operations, methods,

and processes may change, but the one unvarying

and indispensable element throughout is labor.

The trouble does not lie in the labor-saving

processes, but in another indispensable element,

land. Every time any product is cheapened in

price there is a tendency to start a new industry,

with the employment of more labor ; for man is the

creature of unsatisfied desire. But a new industry

cannot be established without using more land;

and since no process, discovery, or invention has

yet been devised to make land, the increased de

mand sends up the price. Hence, as science re

duces the price of goods it correspondingly ad

vances the price of land. This steadily advancing

price of land not only weighs down industry to the

limit of endurance; but it not infrequently over

whelms it entirely. So long as advancing land

prices are within the compass of increasing pro

ductive power, industry continues, and labor is

employed ; but speculative values soon outrun even

swift-moving science, and finally bring industry to

a stand, with labor unemployed.

Is it not evident that unemployment is due, not

to labor-aiding science and invention, but to labor-

burdening land monopoly? Why, then, attempt

the impracticable process of putting all industry

in the hands of incompetent government, when the

desired end can be attained by destroying land

monopoly in a way that will actually simplify the

present system of government? s. c.

Regulating Prices.

A warning note against governmental interfer

ence with prices is sounded by Progress, of Mel

bourne. There has been the same clamor in Aus

tralia as in this country for an embargo on wheat,

and for other legislation to stop advancing prices.

One of the witnesses before the parliamentary com

mission advocated that the price be fixed at four

shillings a bushel. Later on this same man was

compelled to place his affairs before a meeting of

his creditors, and it was revealed that he had sold

675,000 bushels of wheat that he did not hold, at

three shillings ninepeUce to four shillings per

bushel. Had the government listened to his ad

vice, he would have been the richer by $300,000.

@

The writer of this able article in Progress

shows how futile have been all attempts to" fix

prices, and how mischievous are governmental in

terferences with private businesses. Wheat at five

shillings a bushel, the author says, will be used

for human food; at two shillings and sixpence a

bushel it will be used partly for human food, and

also for chickens, horses, cattle, and 6wine. At the

higher price the supply will last until the next

harvest ; at the lower price it will soon become ex

hausted. The advanced price, therefore, acts as a

perfect regulator to gauge the consumption of

wheat to the supply in hand. Again, if the price

be forced below what the market now demands,

it will deter farmers from planting the maximum

next year. If they be allowed the advanced price

now the extra abundant crop that follows will

equalize prices. Those highly sensitive persons

who have been throwing political fits because bread

has advanced from five to six cents a loaf, typify

the yokel who would economize at the spigot while

wasting at the bung. Any persons who at this age

of the world are burdened by an advance of one

cent a loaf on bread need an examination into

the source of their income. Before the state should

be asked to save the laboring man one cent, it

should explain how a laborer's income came to

be so small that the loss of that cent causes se

rious inconvenience. s. c.
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Incipient Presidential Booms.

It is one of the misfortunes of men who by

their merit capture the public imagination that

politicians eager to rehabilitate themselves seize

upon them as standard bearers in campaigns for

which they are not at all fitted. Colonel Goethals,

Colonel Gaillard, and Colonel Gorgas rendered

themselves conspicuous for merit on a commission

distinguished for a high degree of excellence.

When the military government, headed by Colonel

Goethals, was replaced by a civil government, the

question arose as to whether a Democratic Presi

dent could rise to the point of appointing a Re

publican of exceptional merit to a high place.

President Wilson did appoint Colonel Goethals as

Civil Governor of the Canal Zone. Later, a Dem

ocratic Mayor of New York invited Colonel

Goethals to become police commissioner of that

city. Now the rumor is current that all this has

been done to prevent the distinguished engineer

from becoming the Republican presidential can

didate in 1916.

@:

Colonel Goethals has from all accounts proven

himself to be a remarkably efficient engineer. He

may or may not be a fit man for the presidency.

It does not necessarily follow, however, that a

man who can calculate with great nicety the cost

and manner of constructing a canal has a true

vision of the political and economic ideals that

should inspire this country. Or that an officer

who could handle several thousand workingmen,

under an absolute military regime, could neces

sarily control and work with that number of poli

ticians in Washington. It is the right of any

native-born citizen of the male sex to aspire to the

office of the presidency—and that office is not be

neath the dignity of the greatest—but it may be

questioned if a man who has served his country

as well as Colonel Goethals has is required to

place himself in the hands of the leaders of such

a political organization as the Republican party.

If merit is ever to receive any reward beyond that

of blind chance, it would seem that the next four

years of the presidency is in the keeping of the

present incumbent. 8. o.

No Evasion of Nature's Penalties.

There would be no problem of unemployment

in the United States today had the government

kept true to the principle that all men have equal

and inalienable rights to life, liberty and pursuit

of happiness. We can not escape the consequences

of our infidelity to this principle by more infidel

ity. We allow a few privileged ones to appro

priate what has been communally produced.

We only make matters worse when we try to rem

edy it through public appropriation of what indi

viduals produce. We create poverty, ignorance

and crime through allowing a few to monopolize

natural resources. Then we clamor for exclusion

of the poor, ignorant and criminal of other coun

tries. Such methods are vain. We must cease

to violate the natural rights of men or must suf

fer the consequences. 8. D.

Michigan's Competent Wage Commission.

A refreshing exception to the kind of reports

usually made by official investigators of industrial

conditions is that of the Minimum Wage Commis

sion of Michigan. In its report on labor condi

tions it does not differ much, if at all, from the

ordinary report of that kind. But in presentation

of remedies it goes deeper into the matter than

such commissions, as a rule, have seen fit to go.

After discussing the usual superficial suggestions

it shows that reform must not stop with such

palliatives. It calls attention to the fact that

wages are what labor produces, but that existing

laws prevent labor from getting its product. It puts

the blame on laws that lay taxes on labor and its

product, and help monopolization of natural re

sources. It shows that but for such laws labor

would be able to help itself, and superficial pallia

tives would not be needed. With that report be

fore them the Michigan legislators will have no

excuse for neglect to deal with social problems in

a fundamental manner. s. D.

@ @

Condemning Enforcement of a Bad Law.

In condemning the indictment of Julius Rosen-

wald for alleged violation of the iniquitous tax

laws of Illinois, the Chicago Singletax Club may

have shocked those who cling to the notion that

strict enforcement of an unjust law is the way

to bring about its repeal. But the club has good

cause to hold that notion to be a fallacy. If any

examples can be cited at all of repeal of bad laws

secured by that method, they are certainly not

numerous enough to be encouraging. The doc

trine is more rational that laws were made for men

and not men for laws. A law which does nothing

but evil should be repealed, but if those who have

power to repeal it refuse to do so, it does not fol

low that other methods should be neglected to

put an end to the wrong. s. D.
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A Newspaper Experiment.

James Schermerhorn, publisher of the Detroit

Times, has gotten his name^ into other papers than

his own, through an effort to conduct the Times

in harmony with the spirit of the Beatitudes. He

started the paper fifteen years ago in answer to a

challenge of a Detroit man who declared that no

newspaper could be "run on Sunday school lines."

Mr. Schermerhorn's purpose and ambition was to

make the new paper square with the Sermon on

the Mount, and at the same time to bring it to a

paying basis within twenty years. It has been a

long, hard fight, but the editor announces success.

As one of the incidents marking his difficulties, the

refusal to accept objectionable medical advertise

ments, caused the paper that year to lose $14,000.

This loss was gradually made good by an increase

of subscriptions, which put the paper again on a

paying basis. When he dropped liquor and ciga

rette advertising, piano puzzles, and wildcat min

ing schemes, the paper was again a losing enter

prise. But it has gradually crept up until the

balance is now on the right side of the ledger.

The editor says that possibly he will require the

whole twenty years to prove that a newspaper can

be both ethical and animate. "If the kingdom of

heaven is within us," he says, "why not within

the pages of the daily press; where is everything

else, so may it be. The blessing promised in the

Sermon on the Mount is a blessing held up to the

poor in spirit, and the persecuted. If our idea

spreads it will bring a day when the American

press shall be as unsullied as it is free, a press

without spot or blemish or wrinkle or any such

thing."

$

Mr. Schermerhorn is to be congratulated upon

the success of his novel undertaking. His ex

ample will tend to encourage others in a greater

effort toward better journalism. Each demonstra

tion of this kind will help to convince editors of

other papers that sensational news columns and

dishonest advertisements are not the sole means

of success. But the question may be asked, Has

Mr. Schermerhorn completed his experiment ? To

bar from his news columns lewdness, vulgarity, and

licentiousness, and from his advertising pages

quack medicines, liquor, cigarettes, and all man

ner of dishonest advertisements, is most com

mendable; for it brings us nearer to the spirit of

the Beatitudes—but not quite to them. These

virtues are in a sense negative ; and it is not suffi

cient that a man should merely refrain from doing

evil. He cannot reach the full stature of a man

nntil he does good. The man who speaks chastely,

lives temperately, and refrains from doing those

things that were condemned by the great Master,

and yet who should see a bandit prey upon a help

less neighbor, or who should see a cunning and

unscrupulous man wrong his fellows, and do

nothing to aid the victims, would still lack some

thing of the spirit of the Beatitudes.

•

Mr. Schermerhorn solved the difficulty in the

way of his business fellows when he refused ob

jectionable medical advertisements, and still more

when he threw out liquor and cigarette advertis

ing; let him now try one more experiment. Let

him consider the greatest commercial value in the

country, a value that is produced by the activities

of society as a whole, but which is monopolized

and appropriated by a part of the people, to the in

expressible hardship of the remainder, and ask

himself what the Master would have advised under

such a circumstance. Let him take a stand for

the enactment of a law that will establish the right

of every man to that which he creates, acting as

an individual, and also to that which he creates,

acting as one of the community. In other words,

let him join in the effort to secure a law that will

take for the use of society, as a whole, the land

values that are created by society as a whole, and

that will remove all taxes from the products of

labor, so that the individual creator of wealth will

have the full enjoyment of all that he creates.

The inauguration of such a policy by Mr. Scher

merhorn may cause some of his subscribers to

leave him, and others to withhold legitimate ad

vertisements; but if he wishes to put himself in

complete accord with the great Master's teach

ings, he can do no less. And if he does do this,

there is the same hope that it will succeed that

there was from his past experiments. s. c.

What Is Americanism?

The American Journal of Sociology for Janu

ary prints a symposium in response to this ques

tion:

With a view to the interests not primarily of indi

viduals or of classes; considering not merely the

next decade nor the next generation nor the next

century, but having in mind our relationships both

to one another and to our successors for many cen

turies; upon what ideals, policies, programs, or spe

cific purposes should Americans place most stress

in the immediate future?

This was submitted to 250 representative men

and women of the country, barring only holders

of political offices. Responses were received from

44, of whom 18 offered apologies, 19 gave various
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answers, and 7 were Singletaxers. The editor of

the Journal of Sociology, Professor Albion W.

Small, says in a concluding summary that the re

plies evidence certain types of opinion to an extent

far out of proportion to their actual influence in

the United States; for he does not believe that

oven Singletaxers would claim that their propor

tion of replies would indicate a corresponding pro^

portion of the public sentiment of the country.

The preponderance of George men in the sym

posium is due most likely to the fact that persons

addressed, holding to that philosophy, had the

spirit to reply.

®

But it is not alone in preponderance of number

that the George.men are conspicuous. The depth

of their penetration into the problems of life, the

breadth of their grasp, and the clearness of their

understanding, is in striking contrast to the plati

tudes and generalities indulged in by the other

contributors. It was not a "cure-all" that these

clear-visioned men presented, not a one-idea; but

a practical, working philosophy, based upon human

nature as it is, and leading it along a logical course

in compliance with long-proven causes and effects.

Not only does the symposium show the "miscella-

neousness of American minds," as noticed by Pro

fessor Small; but it would seem to indicate the

source of the educational force that is to harmonize

and co-ordinate this "miscellaneousness" into what

we may term "Americanism." s. o.

®' • $

FREEDOM MENACED BY BUREAU

CRACY.

In The Public of January 29 appears an edi

torial discussing a proposed bill intended to be

stow upon the Postmaster General the powers of

a press censor. I heartily agree with the conclu

sion that "there is already far too much despotism

and censorship in the Post Office Department.

Certainly no more is desirable." But I would go

further and assert that there is already far too

much despotism in all the Federal Departments

and Bureaus and no more is desirable.

For several years I have been fighting the ten

dency to confer more power on the bureaus of

the government, but only in recent months have

I found much response from public men. Few

observe the great danger into which we are drift

ing. Press censorship is a form of bureauracy

that comes home to the publisher, but he has not

so much occasion to note the despotism existing

in other fields of enterprise. Liberty of the press

is essential to popular government, yet it is no

more important to the individual than the pro

tection of his property when that property is his

means of obtaining a living.

Let me illustrate: A few days ago there came

to me for advice and assistance two men who have

invested practically all their money, $40,000 in

material, labor and machinery for a salmon can

nery on an Alaskan river. They discussed their

plans with an officer of the Bureau of Fisheries

and secured from the Forestry Service written

permission to erect the cannery. Now they are

informed that the Bureau of Fisheries will close

the stream against fishing, notwithstanding the

fact that there is now no operating cannery on

the stream, practically no fishing on the stream,

fish by the million running in and out and by no

possible means could the fish be prevented from

going up to the spawning grounds. Yet a bureau

crat in Washington, who perhaps never saw a live

salmon until he was appointed to office, proposes

to prohibit fishing at a time when meat is so high

and money so scarce that people find it hard to

supply themselves with food.

It is not my purpose to discuss the merits of

this particular case but to emphasize the asser

tion that bureaucracy is as grave an evil in other

departments as in the Postal Service. Apparent

ly the press of the country i3 having enough to do

in defending its own rights against the encroach

ments of the bureaus without taking up the fight

of men in all walks of life whose personal and

property rights are threatened by the bureaucratic

greed for power.

Let me point the remedy for the present ten

dency by quoting a paragraph from an article of

mine published in Collier's of December 26, 1914,

under the title "Menace of Bureaucracy":

First, in order to establish a government by law

and not by individual whim, all statutes placing lim

itations upon the rights of the people must be drawn

in such specific and comprehensive language as to

make definite and certain the rights, duties and lia

bilities of every citizen, leaving nothing whatever

to the discretion of those who happen temporarily to

exercise executive power. Second, the appointing

power which now makes the President a practical

dictator over Congress must be abolished. Federal

officers in the different States, such as postmasters,

collectors of customs and collectors of Internal rev

enues, appraisers, marshals, district attorneys and

land officers, should all be elected by the people in

their various districts.

Strengthened and encouraged by the power they

already have, the bureaus can be curbed only by

vigorous protest from the people and the press

of the country against any laws conferring dis

cretionary power. JONATHAN BOURNE, JH.
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INCIDENTAL SUGGESTIONS

FAITH VERSUS DEEDS.

If I take the Lord aa my shepherd I shall not want.

He will make me to lie down in green pastures; he will

lead me beside the still waters.

So spoke Mr. R. A. Long, multi-millionaire lum

berman, extensive land monopolist and large owner

of franchise privileges, before a crowd of fifteen

hundred "down and outers" at the Helping Hand

Institute in Kansas City on December 25.

Mr. Long's inspiring speech, if we take the Kan

sas City Star's word for it, apparently had a very

profound effect upon his motley audience, bringing

tears at one time, cheers at another—especially

when he announced that work was soon to be re

sumed on several large buildings undergoing con

struction on his 1,600-acre farm near Lee's Sum

mit.

Whatever views his hearers may have had, how

ever, it is certain that, regardless of whether Mr.

Long takes the Lord as his Shepherd, or whether

he doesn't, he need "not want." The fact is, that

so far as he is personally concerned, the less he

takes the Lord as his shepherd, the less he shall

want. Yes, that's exactly what we mean—the LESS

he shall want.

This assertion, no doubt, will, to many seem very

blasphemous. But it's true. Not only is Mr. Long an

extensive owner of valuable land in and around

the vicinity of Kansas City, but he is also a large

sharer in the franchise grants of that city. As the

city grows, of course, these lands and privileges

enhance in value regardless of anything that Mr.

Long may do.

Then again he is an immense holder of southern

timber lands, which, without any effort or native

ability on his part brings to him material blessings

in such abundance that today his cup fairly "run

neth over."

For one thing, he is the owner of more than 200,-

000 acres of the best yellow pine land in southwest

Louisiana. This land, which less than a generation

ago, was worth only $1.25 an acre, is now worth

anywhere from $15 to $100 an acre—according to

whether the timber has been taken off or is still

standing. And as with his large possessions else

where, the value of these lands has been created,

not by himself any more than by any one else,

but by the general increase in population and growth

of the country as a whole.

We ought not, however, to bear any ill will toward

the wealthy lumberman for this. If he is "reaping

where he has never sown," it is through no fault

of his. The blame rests solely upon society—the

State—in not taking for its own use, in lieu of

taxes upon Improvements and personal property,

that natural fund which is of its own creation, and

to which therefore it is In all justice and morality

rightly entitled.

But if Mr. Long takes the Lord as his shepherd,

as he professes to do, he should not hesitate to

support—should not oppose at any rate—any attempt

on the part of individuals in society, to correct this

great social blunder. Yet this is precisely what he

does do. He looks with positive disfavor upon the

proposition to abolish all taxation upon labor and

industry, and place the burden upon land in pro

portion to its value.

Considering the great social benefits that would

result from such a fiscal reform—the enormous ad

vantages that would accrue to both producers and

consumers alike, and the large opportunities that

would be opened to the multitude of workless work

ers everywhere, in gaining access to the fertile cut-

over lands in Louisiana and other states—consid

ering all this, it is difficult to understand why Mr.

Long, who claims to have at heart the welfare of

the man or woman who is down and out, takes such

a view. Can it be that his opposition to the Single-

tax springs from the fact that it would deprive him

of further "unearned increment"?

We are loath to believe it, yet we cannot eradi

cate the suspicion that the great lumberman and

philanthropist takes the Lord as his shepherd only

so long as it doesn't interfere with his income.

EMIL, O. JORGENSON.

@ @ @
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A WAR THAT'S JUSTIFIED.

Paterson, N. J., December 30.

From times immemorial humanity was involved in

wars. There was on one side a clan which fought

for its existence, on the other an aggressive tribe

that sought to expand itself on the acquirements of

the former. To fight nature to yield more, to fight

nature to give him more for less effort seemed

strange to the primitive man, and he rather exerted

himself to fight man—to fight his own kind.

Those wars were not justified. The modern jingo-

ist historian who is justifying those wars on the

ground of economic necessity is in need, more than

any other living being, of a justification for his

crookedness. There was no economic necessity;

there was plenty to be obtained, if man only wanted

to work, but he did not. The war gave him a chance

to do away with work. Through wars he obtained

ransoms, and the people he conquered became his

slaves. For this reason, if not for any other, it could

not be justified.

The modern war, the wars of today, cannot be

justified. Their cause is greed, selfishness their mot

to. Their actions inhuman, their pretense hypocrisy.

They bring destruction, suffering, tears of mothers,

tears of sisters, tears of fathers and tears of sweet

hearts. They have wrought poverty, distress and re

gret to nations that undertook them. None of these

can be justified. If patriotism is put up in their de

fense, it must go with them, and go quickly!

There is one war which is justified, because social

justice is its motto. It is the war waged by the

working class against all forces of misery and op

pression. I can see its final victory through my

mind's eye and picture the freedom, industrial jus

tice and liberty it will bring to humanity. Rejoicing

in it I see little children and frail mothers from the

workshops; prostitutes from the streets, prostitutes

from the press and public platforms, who were

forced to sell themselves through the agency of in

dustrial oppressions. I can see them all in a circle

rejoicing, laughing, smiling, praising the noble work

accomplished by the Industrial Army, which are ac
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companied by whispers of regret: "Why didn't we

help—it would surely have come sooner."

This is a war—a war that's justified !

SAMUEL PET.

HUMAN RIGHTS VERSUS "NATIONAL

RIGHTS."

Final Judgment By the Court.

I am going to quote some!—and sing about it, and

dance round it; it is so new and funny. As Bert

Williams says: "Now, I'm going to dance some.

This is my glide!"

My funny Mascot—hiy Joke—is George Horace

Lorimer. I've got more letters in my name than he

has—that gives me courage! Just look at my signa

ture, at the bottom of this article! Can you beat it?

Something in a "big name"—hey?

Well! Let's go to it. George Horace Lorimer,

editor of the Saturday Evening Post, said, editorially,

in the "Post" of Saturday, February 13, 1915: "Em

ployees talk about 'the right to work,' as though it

was something as Indubitable as the treasury's obli

gation to redeem a greenback" (Lorimer is a gold-

bug) and, continuing, he says: "There are no nat

ural rights!"

"Nobody," says Lorimer, "whose Judgment need be

considered, doubts the statement (made by George

Horace Lorimer In another skit, on the same page,

declaring Mark Hanna all right and W. J. Bryan all

wrong). Ergo—upon the final judgment of Lorimer

"there are no natural rights!"

The natural law of gravitation, of crystallization, of

attraction and repulsion, assimilation and disinte

gration; the persistent natural law of order and of

orderly sequence, that regulates the seasons, re

volves the earth on its axis, swings the planets round

the sun and that swings the myriad suns gathered in

nebulae around some mysterious undiscovered cen

ter of a circle beyond our power of comprehension—

these are all wrongs! Nature has no rights. "There

are no natural rights."

Rights are not rights at all, until they have the

sanction and consent of George Horace Lorimer;

upon his Judgment and the Judgment of those he

■ need consider. Then, of course, and perforce, they

became human force-rights. Not, nor ever, natural

rights. In support of this ripe Judgment, Lorimer

appeals to history and says: "In fact, there is

no record in all history of rights for any man that

his fellows did not permit." (Some of his fellows),

and of course and perforce, no rights for anybody

but the strongest brute.

Since man climbed down from the trees to live in

caves, armed himself with a club, threw terror into

his fellow males, and chased and choked the females

of his species into humble submission, has anyone

more logically than George Horace Lorimer proven

the truth and beauty of the law of human (?) force?

Good! That tickles me all over; I'll get me a club,

hunt up George Horace Lorimer, and "soak" him

good and plenty. That's my man-made, unnatural

right! There are no natural rights.

As Editor Lorimer seems to have a hatred for

natural rights and a "hunch" against nature in gen

eral, we will, out of respect for his feelings, substi

tute for the word nature, the name of God. Mr.

Baer likes that name, and Baer has divined, and de

fined for us, God's intention, in creating the universe

—and coal—to make Mr. Baer his attorney and coal

disburser, with full power. Now that we have Baer

and Lorimer and the innocent third party—God—in

unnatural co-operation, we can proceed with our

discussion of this new discovery upon easy lines.

God created the earth and the dust of it—and man

out of the dust. (In some cases I judge the dust

was swept up from the street in the vicinity of a

stable. But we must not discuss disparaging trifles,

in our discussion of George Horace Lorimer and his

ripe and serious discoveries and judgments.) God

created the earth, and man, and made man's exist

ence dependent upon his use of the earth by his labor

on it. But man has no natural—pardon me—God-

given right to work, and produce his "board and

keep." God has made a terrible mistake; and the

other two members of the firm of We and God, don't

propose to stand for it—to stand for this fluke, in

commanding man to live "in the sweat of his brow."

There is no right to work. There are no natural—

beg pardon again—God-given rights at all, or if there

was, we have annulled the lawB which created

them—We and God.

The Declaration of Independence Is another fake

performance; man has no unalienable rights to life

and liberty, etc., etc. The final Judgment by George

Horace Lorimer and a few others whose Judgments

we need consider, have decided by their judicial in

terpretations of the law and the facts, that the old-

time "Declaration" was Just a case of "froth at the

mouth." And as to that old Bible declaration of

God's "The earth have I given unto all the children

of men, for a possession," and that command, "If

a man will not work neither shall he eat"—the first

is a pious humbug and the last is a Joke. Final

judgment by George Baer, George Horace Lorimer

and (?) sitting in the Supreme Court of

Last Appeal.

The clerk will enter the court's decision and Judg

ment upon the minutes!

EBENEZER STILLMAN DOUBLEDAT.

NEWS NARRATIVE

The figures in brackets at the ends of paragraphs refer

to volumes and pages of The Public for earlier informa

tion on the same subject.

a*

Week ending Tuesday, February 16, 1915.

Mexico.

The restiveness among the foreign representa

tives in Mexico City culminated on the 11th when

General Carranza served the Spanish Minister to

Mexico, Jose Caro, with notice to leave the country

within twenty-four hours. Minister Caro's offense

is reported to be his giving shelter to a Spaniard

accused of aiding General Villa. The minister is

now a guest on the American battleship Delaware.

Much disquiet is reported in Mexico City, where

growing scarcity of food, and the threatening
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forces of General Zapata have cut off the water

supply. [See current volume, page 160.]

The Villa forces are reported to have taken

Guadalajara, the second largest city, on the 13th.

General Villa, at Iraquato, Guanajuato, declared

in an interview:

I will never agree to the election of Carranza as

president, because it would be impossible for

him to be named in a free and legal election.

His election would be accomplished only through

fraud, and consequently we would object to it by

arms. The duties and circumstances that obliged

me to take the responsibility for the presidency tem

porarily will no longer be binding on me as soon

as we are in communication with the Convention. I

will not hold any political office even if the Conven

tion thinks it proper and so requests me.

«. @

China.

Negotiations between Japan and China have

been under way since the fall of Kiao-chau, looking

to certain privileges sought by the Japanese gov

ernment ; but as the demands were not made public

the exact situation is not known to the outside

world. It was announced on the 15th that China

had rejected Japan's demands. These demands

are reported to be: No section of China's coast,

or islands off the coast, shall be ceded or leased

to another power. China must employ Japanese

in high official positions in the army, and in the

police and financial departments. China may call

upon Japan alone for the preservation of its in

tegrity. No foreigners, except Japanese, may be

employed in the arsenals. At least half the arms

and ammunition hereafter must be purchased

from Japan. Japan will establish an arsenal in

China. China must grant to Japan the same privi-

legea as other nations for the establishment of

schools, churches, hospitals, and missions, and for

the purchase of lands for them. The Japanese

ask joint control with China of the Hanyang iron

works, the Tayeh mines and the Ping-Hsiang col-

leries; and demand certain railroad concessions.

[See vol. xvii, p. 1021.]

These demands have been refused by China.

Japan claims that the demands do not violate the

Hay principles of the integrity of China and the

open door. China claims they do. The Japanese

government assures the American government

that the demands are commercial and not political,

and offer no ground for objection from the Amer

ican government. It is reported that President

Yuan Shih-Kai was obliged to deny the demands

of the Japanese in order to prevent a rebellion of

the southern provinces.

It is announced that the Chinese government

has pardoned Dr. Sun Yat Sen, and other rebel

leaders, and offered them high official positions if

they will return and declare their loyalty to the ,

government. Dr. Sun Yat Sen, the "father of

the republic," is supposed to be in hiding in

Japan. [See vol. xvi, p. 973.]

@ @

The European War.

Once more the Russian invasion of East Prussia

has failed, and the Russian forces are falling back

upon their former fortifications on the Niemen

River. No changes are reported from the Warsaw

front. In Bukowina, and along the Carpathians

severe fighting is reported; but accounts are still

too conflicting to admit of intelligent interpreta

tion. Practically no changes have occurred in

the line in France and Belgium; and nothing of

moment is reported from Turkey or Egypt. [See

current volume, page 160.]

9

Interest in diplomatic discussions of the British

and German sea rules overshadows at present the

land campaign. The United States on the 11th

protested to Germany against the enforcement of

its proclamation of the 6th, in which it was an

nounced that after February 18, she would destroy

merchantmen entering English waters. On the

same date a note of protest was sent to the British

government, protesting against the use of the

American flag by British ships.

@

The American government meets the German

warning regarding the destruction of merchant

ships of the enemy in the war zone where "it may

not always be possible to save crews and passen

gers," and where, owing to the use of neutral

flags by enemy vessels, "it may not be possible al

ways to exempt neutral vessels from attacks in

tended to strike enemy ships," with the statement :

The government of the United States views those

possibilities with such grave concern that it feels it

to be its privilege and indeed its duty in the circum

stances to request the imperial German government

to consider before action is taken the critical situa

tion in respect of the relation between this country

and Germany which might arise were the German

naval forces in carrying out the policy foreshadowed

in the admiralty's proclamation to destroy any mer

chant vessel of the United States or cause the death

of American cltizenB.

It is, of course, not necessary to remind the German

government that the sole right of a belligerent in

dealing with neutral vessels on the high seas is

limited to visit and search unless a blockade is pro

claimed and effectively maintained, which this gov

ernment does not understand to be proposed in this

case.

To declare or exercise a right to attack and destroy

any vessel entering a prescribed area of the high
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seas without first certainly determining its beliger-

ent nationality and the contraband character of its

cargo would be an act so unprecedented in naval

warfare that this government is reluctant to believe

that the imperial government of Germany in this

case contemplates it as possible.

The suspicion that enemy ships are using neutral

flags improperly can create no just presumption that

all ships traversing a prescribed area are subject to

the same suspicion. It is to determine exactly

such questions that this government understands the

right of visit and search to have been recognized.

If the commanders of German vessels of war

should act upon the presumption that the flag of

the United States was not being used in good faith

and should destroy on the high seas an American

vessel or the lives of American citizens it would be

difficult for the government of the United States

to view the act in any other light than as an inde

fensible violation of neutral rights which it would

be hard indeed, to reconcile with the friendly rela

tions now so happily subsisting between the two

governments.

If such a deplorable situation should arise the

Imperial German government can readily appreciate

that the government of the United States would

be constrained to hold the Imperial German govern

ment to a strict accountability for such acts of their

naval authorities and to take any steps It might be

necessary to take to safeguard American lives and

property and to secure to American citizens the full

enjoyment of their acknowledged rights on the high

seas.

The government of the United States, in view of

these considerations, which it urges with the greatest

respect and with the sincere purpose of making sure

that no misunderstanding may arise and no circum

stance occur that might even cloud the intercourse

of the two governments, expresses the confident hope

and expectation that the imperial German govern

ment can and will give assurance that American citi

zens and their vessels will not be molested by the

naval forces of Germany otherwise than by visit

and search, though their vessels may be traversing

the sea area delimited in the proclamation of the

German admiralty.

In a "preliminary" reply the German govern

ment charges that the British government is arm

ing its merchant vessels, that these vessels are to

be run in groups, and that large rewards are of

fered for the destruction of German submarines.

It also charges that British shipping will use

every means to disguise itself as neutral. Thus

it will become almost impossible to ascertain the

identity of neutral ships. In conclusion the note

says:

Under these circumstances the safety of neutral

shipping in the war zone around the British Isles

is seriously threatened. There is also an increased

danger resulting from mines, as these will be laid

in the war zone to a great extent. Accordingly,

neutral ships are most urgently warned against en

tering that area, while the course around Scotland

will be safe

Germany has been compelled to resort to this kind

of warfare by the murderous ways of British naval

warfare, which aims at the destruction of legitimate

neutral trade and at starvation of the German people.

The American note to Great Britain protesting

against the raising of the American flag on Brit

ish vessels declares that while such use of a flag

'"under the stress of immediate pursuit," may be

permissible, it does not sanction the general prac

tice of a belligerent's flying a neutral flag "within

certain portions of the high seas which are pre

sumed to be frequented with hostile ships." Such

a policy, if continued, will afford British shipping

no protection; yet it will endanger neutral

shipping.

The Netherlands government has filed protests

with Germany and Great Britain similar to those

of the United States. It is reported that Italy

has formally notified the German government that

it will not tolerate acts of war against Italian

shipping.

@ @

Congressional News.

The Senate on February 10, after a long-drawn-

out filibustering debate, practically ejected the

administration's ship purchase bill by adopting a

motion to adjourn by a vote of 48 to 46. Seven

Democrats and Senator Poindexter, Progressive,

voted with the majority. Senator La Follette

voted with the administration. By this vote the

bill loses its place on the calendar and can not

easily be reached again before adjournment on

March 4. The fight on the measure has been

transferred to the House. A caucus of House

Democrats on February 16 by a vote of 154 to 29

endorsed the measure. In the Senate charges of

improper methods both for and against the meas

ure resulted on February 15 in ordering of an in

vestigation by a committee. [See current volume,

page' 130.]

$

The House passed on February 15 by 232 to 44,

the Palmer bill barring products of child labor

from interstate commerce. The bill goes to the

Senate.

$

The House authorized on February 9 an investi

gation looking toward impeachment of United

States District Judge Alsten 0. Dayton of West

Virginia. Judge Dayton is charged with hosility

to labor, with improperly favoring West Virginia

coal operators, with showing hatred and bitterness

toward miners on trial in his court, and with abus

ing his power to prevent and discourage miners

from performing lawful acts. A congressional

subcommittee to take testimony began hearings at

Parkersburg on February 12. The first testimony
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related to the means by which Judge Jackson,

Judge Dayton's predecessor, was forced to resign

during President Roosevelt's administration. Wit

nesses made statements tending to show that Judge

Jackson was the victim of a conspiracy to reflect

upon his character and resigned under the wrong

impression that evidence clearing him would be

withheld by his friends.

On February 15 testimony regarding labor mat

ters was heard. The case of Joe Hoblott, a for

eign miner unable to speak English, was cited.

He was arrested on a charge of contempt and sen

tenced to six months in jail on the following day.

He was denied an attorney and not allowed to

have an interpreter. While serving his sentence

he became insane. Judge Dayton was said to have

remarked while trying the case that the United

Mine Workers are a criminal conspiracy.

President Van Bittner of the local mine work

ers' organization, said that the judge had up

braided him for wearing good clothes at the ex

pense of the miners, and sentenced him to sixty

days ''as a matter of general principle."

@ ©

A Scientific Investigator Honored.

The Spingarn medal was awarded on Febru

ary 13 in New York City by the National Asso

ciation for the Advancement of Colored People to

Dr. Ernest Everett Just. The medal is to be

awarded each year to the man or woman of Afri

can descent and American citizenship who shall

have made the highest achievement in any field

of honorable human endeavor. Dr. Just has been

professor and head of the Department of Physiol

ogy in Howard University Medical School in

Washington. Although but 31 years of age he

has already become prominent as a scientist and

writer on scientific subjects. He is a regular con

tributor to scientific periodicals. The committee

which made the award consisted of Bishop John

Hurst, ex-Fresident Taft, Dr. James H. Dillard,

Oswald Garrison Villard and John Hope.

@ @

Woman Suffrage in Iowa.

The Iowa State Senate on February 12 passed

the resolution to submit a woman suffrage amend

ment. The resolution was adopted by the last

Legislature and must be re-passed by the present

one before being submitted. It now goes to the

House. [See current volume, page 159.]
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Amos Pinchot on the Unemployed Problem.

In an open letter to Mayor Mitchel, Amos

Pinchot spoke, in part, as follows on the matter

of unemployment:

The Community owes an opportunity to work to

every man who is willing and able to work.

This is not a debatable proposition; it is not a

question of charity or policy. It is a matter of sheer

fundamental justice. . . . Last February the A. I.

C. P. estimated the number of unemployed in Greater

New York at 331,000, not counting women. Now

there are probably half a million. Five hundred

thousand is the estimate of the Director of the City

Employment Bureau. This is a terrible situation,

and it is not made less terrible by the fact that the

city administration and the tax-paying, solid citizens,

who are most in evidence, duck the responsibility

and refuse to acknowledge that the community owes

employment to those who seek it in time>of need.

Apparently the city administration regards the

unemployment question as if it were an unexpected

crisis instead of a chronic condition. In spite of

last winter's appalling record of unemployment and

suffering and the absolute certainty that this record

would be duplicated or exceeded this winter, it is not

until December that the administration suddenly

discovers the existence of the unemployment prob

lem—then it promptly avoids the issue by turning

over the unemployed to a citizens' committee headed

by Judge Gary. In other words, the City of New

York quietly "passes the buck."

Now, after weeks of needless delay—weeks that

have meant untold suffering to hundreds of thou

sands who are literally destitute and starving—the

Gary committee takes up the unemployment ques

tion as follows: (1) It divides itself into sub-com

mittees to be organized, with blue-print charts, (2)

it announces that it will send out a Christian-spirited

circular advising employers not to discharge any

body, (3) It states that it will make an investigation

to find out how many unemployed there are, and (4)

it finally goes so far as to suggest that, if it can

be done without undue extravagance, the city Itself

might co-operate in finding work for the workless.

Altogether the tactics of the city administration and

the Gary committee have been a masterpiece of re

ticent evasion. . . . And now a large and powerful

group of taxpayers, scandalized at the prospective

expense of working the unemployed on existing city

contracts, are using every influence to hold back this

work. They are fighting the only possible measure

that can be devised to relieve the necessity and

suffering of the vast army of unemployed who have

been brought to disaster not by their own short

comings, but by the community's.

But let us be more specific. "Why do our respec

table taxpayers, our "best people," our "solid citizens,"

object to the city giving work to the unemployed?

. . . From their point of view it is certainly better

finance to have the poor keep right on bearing the

whole burden. In view of this difference of opinion,

it now becomes the privilege of the city administra

tion to say whether it will stand with the poor or

the real estate Interests. That is the long and short

of it. . . . Certainly the administration has been

most fortunate In finding men of experience and abil

ity to head the committees of unemployment and

food supply. Yet there is a certain danger that the

average citizen will interpret these selections as

having been made on the theory upon which General

Diaz chose distinguished bandits to lead the police

force of Mexico City. Though Mr. Gary and Mr.

Perkins have succeeded so well in limiting produc

tion and the opportunity of labor in the United
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States, and in keeping up the cost of living, it seems

doubtful whether the public will conclude that they

will be equally successful when called upon to in

crease opportunities of labor and reduce the cost of

living.

If anything real is to be done by the city to help

the unemployed, it must be done now. It is un

believable that the administration should consent to

postponing action until the winter is gone and the

unemployed are driven out upon the road. The

Brooklyn Committee on Unemployment has pointed

out the immediate possibility of caring for skilled

labor by the immediate establishment of municipal

plants in vacant buildings. The Citizen's Union has

pointed out that almost every city department has

necessary improvements pending, for which plans

and specifications have been prepared and approved,

and that all that is now needed is authorization to

proceed. Necessary roads, parks, hospitals, public

buildings of various kinds and alterations for exist

ing plants are now held up. . . . All that is needed

to meet the situation is the will to meet it, and cer

tainly the magnitude of the emergency should be

sufficient to provide this will.

But in undertaking the relief of the unemployed,

it should be borne in mind that their necessity

should not be used as a whip to force them to work

for unfair wages. The unemployed have already

been sufficiently wronged by society's failure to

offer them a chance to work in a country where the

natural opportunities for work are boundless. They

should not be further Imposed upon and humiliated

by being treated as criminals and forced to work

for starvation wages.

®

Unemployment Is an economic condition for which

the whole community is responsible. It is chiefly

because society has permitted the monopolization of

the raw materials, which must be accessible to labor

in order to create employment, that unemployment

exists. No lesser authorities than James J. Hill

and Charles Schwab have pointed out that the op

portunity for new enterprise in the steel business

and the larger employment of labor which would re

sult, has been cut off by the control over Iron ore

by a great trust that, as Mr. Gary himself has ad

mitted, holds the ultimate ore monopoly.

The same condition exists in the coal business.

Last year the Legislative Assembly of New Jersey

reported that 87 per cent of all the anthracite coal

of the United States is owned or controlled by a

combination of eleven railroads, In which the Phila

delphia & Reading alone controls 63 per cent of all

the unmlned coal. Eighty-nine per cent of the coal

mined in 1910-11-12 was produced by this coal trust.

Again, the same condition extends to the lumber

business, the beef packing business, the harvester

machinery business, the soft coal business and, in

fact, to almost everyone of our great industries which

employ labor on a large scale and produce the com

mon necessaries of consumption. The land itself, in

the districts where it is most valuable for farming,

has passed largely into the hands of a few great

owners, and farming is rapidly becoming a business

in which the tenant farmer is the rule.

New York City and, for that matter, the United

States, will be swept annually by a greater and

greater flood of unemployment, as long as the nat

ural resources which are the basis of employment

are controlled by monopolies, whose interest it is to

have at least two men apply for every available job.

What we need in order to face the unemployment

situation is a franker and more thoughtful consider

ation of the relation between unemployment and

private monopoly. As long as we continue to allow

a monopolist group to possess the power to prevent

Independent industry and thus limit the demand for

labor, we will continue to have worse and worse

conditions.

If, on the other hand, we make it clear to the

community that the government must own and con

trol (1) the natural resources which are the bases of

industry and the sources of energy, and (2) our

transportation systems, we will have taken the first

great step toward meeting the unemployment ques

tion with a sound, constructive and practical pro

gram, which has already been thoroughly tested and

approved in Europe.

Work for the Unemployed.

The following letter in response to appeals for

the unemployed of Cleveland was sent to the

Mayor's Committee on Non-Employment by A.

B. duPont:

Having noticed in the newspapers that the Com

mittee on Non-employment requests that contributors

to the fund for the unemployed designate the purpose

for which their contribution be used; and believing

as I do, that the cause of non-employment is the

impropriation of land rent, rightly the property of

society, by owners of land, I enclose my check for

$50 and designate that it be used to employ men or

women who are now unemployed, to obtain subscrip

tions to the "Ground Hog," a journal [published 616

Caxton Bldg., Cleveland] advocating the collection

and use of land rents by society.

@ ©

Investigation of Michigan's Women Workers.

The Michigan Minimum Wage Commission, of

which Judson Grenell is chairman, reported on

January 27 that 31 per cent of the wage earning

women of the State get less than $6 a week.

Fifty-one per cent get less than $8 a week. "This

constitutes a menace to the welfare of society."

The commission recommends a minimum wage

law and a minimum wage commission, but adds:

The produce of labor constitutes the natural rec

ompense or wages of labor. But when artificial bar

riers interfere wages always become less than the

entire produce of labor. Put employer and employee

on an equality in bargaining, and then wages will

not represent less than the value of the services

performed. Unjust taxation causes economic malad

justment and the consequent necessity for employers

to cut wages. And such taxation forces labor to

take what is offered. Employers oftentimes "op

press labor" because themselves are oppressed. Much

of this economic maladjustment and distress among

both employers and employees in the judgment of
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the commissioners, could be eliminated by making

it possible and easy for labor to employ itself, and

thereby give to industry and enterprise an opportun

ity to reap their full fruits. Relieving productive

human activities through tax exemptions, and obtain

ing the needed revenue for the state by the taxation

only of the wealth created by the community col

lectively, would go far to remedy this condition.

If idle acres were free to be tilled by those needing

work, there would be little or no industrial distress.

The wage limit would then tend to become what

tthe worker could earn working for himself, for he

would work for no one for less. When it is made

unprofitable to hold land out of use, there will be

less demand and certainly less necessity for mini

mum wage laws.

@ @

Labor Wants Light On Taxation.

The Georgia Federation of Labor at its coming

convention in April will act on information gath

ered during the past year on taxation. This is in

accordance with the following resolution adopted

at last }rear's convention at Macon on April 14 :

Whereas, The high cost of living is a serious prob

lem confronting the wage-workers here and every

where; reducing many to the necessity of depriving

themselves of many common needs and wants; and

Whereas, Those who pose as our guides in the

affairs of the nation have advanced many so-called

measures and ideas purporting to bring relief to

those who are most affected; and

Whereas, These measures and ideas have proved

ineffectual in every instance; and

Whereas, True students of economics agree that a

practical solution of this problem can only be found

in a complete change of our senseless system of

taxation and the appropriation of community values

for community uses, and the elimination of special

privileges as exist in private ownership of public

utilities; therefore be it

Resolved, That a committee be appointed from the

Georgia Federation of Labor whose duty it shall be

to collect data and statistics from all available

sources regarding different plans of taxation as ob

tain in various parts of our country and report the

result of such investigation—with recommendations

—to the next convention.

The committee consists of Carl Karston, L. P.

Marquardt and W. C. Puckett, secretary-treasurer.

919 Atlanta National Bank, Atlanta. It is ask

ing that those in position to furnish data on the

matter help by supplying it. All information

must be supplied by April 1.

@ @

Tax Reform News.

In the Minnesota Legislature the following bill

has been introduced by Senator Richard Jones of

Duluth and Senator J. W. Pauly of Minneapolis:

Section ,1. Classification of real and personal prop

erty for taxation purposes. All real and personal

property subject to a general personal property tax

and not subject to any gross earnings or other lieu

tax, is hereby classified for purposes of taxation as

follows:

Class 1. Iron ore, whether mined or unmined,

shall constitute class one, and shall be valued and

assessed at fifty (50) percent of its true and full

value. If unmined it shall be assessed with and as

part of the real estate in which it is located, but at

the rate aforesaid. The land in which iron ore is

located, other than the ore, shall be classed and

assessed according to the provisions of class 4. In

assessing any tract or lot of land in which iron ore is

known to exist, the assessable value of the ore ex

clusive of the land in which it is located, and the

assessable value of the land exclusive of the ore

shall be determined and set down separately and

the aggregate of the two shall be assessed against

the tract or lot.

Class 2. All household goods and furniture, includ

ing clocks, musical instruments, wearing apparel of

members of the family, and all personal property

actually used by the owner for personal or domestic

purposes, or for the furnishing or equipment of the

family residence, shall constitute class 2 and shall be

valued and assessed at one (1) per cent of the full

and true value thereof.

Class 3. Live stock, poultry, all agricultural prod

ucts, stocks of merchandise of all sorts together with

the furniture and fixtures therewith, manufacturer's

materials and manufactured articles, all tools, imple

ments and machinery, whether fixtures or otherwise,

and all buildings, structures and other improvements,

in or upon land shall constitute class 3 and shall be

valued and assessed at ten (10) percent of the full

and true value thereof.

Class 4. All right, title and Interest in land, ex

cept as provided in Classes 1 and 3, and all other

property not included in the three preceding classes

shall constitute class 4 and shall be valued and as

sessed at forty (40) percent of the full and true value

thereof.

If adopted the measure will go into effect on

January 1, 191(5. [See vol. xvii, p. 1112.]

Three hundred and forty-five manufacturing

and business concerns of Rhode Island have en

dorsed the Home Rule on Taxation demand of the

Rhode Island Tax Reform Association, of which

ex-Governor Lucius C. F. Garvin is the head.

Most of these have also petitioned the Legislature

to pass the following bill :

Section 1. The electors of any town or city quali

fied to vote on a proposition to impose a tax, when

legally assembled, may vote to exempt from taxa

tion, for a period of ten years and until otherwise

voted, buildings and other improvements, or tangible

personal property, or both:

Provided, That during the period of any such

exemption, the rate of taxation upon land may be

in excess of one and one-half per centum of its rat

able value; and, provided, further, that any person

possessed of property, of the value of at least one

hundred and thirty-four dollars, may be taxed upon

that amount upon application to the assessors.

[See vol. xvii, p. 1159, current volume, page 111.]



182
Eighteenth Year.

The Public

The Legislature of Maine has under considera

tion a bill to exempt live stock from taxation,

which is being pressed by Representative J. P.

Bass of Bangor, who succeeded some years ago in

securing exemption of poultry. In addressing the

committee in charge of the bill on February 10

Mr. Bass declared that he favored going much

further in the way of exemptions, but holds that

such reforms must be accomplished piecemeal.

[See vol. xvii, p. 439.]

®

The Massachusetts Singletax League is press

ing three bills for adoption in the Legislature.

These briefly are (1) to abolish the poll tax, (2)

to reduce the tax on savings bank deposits, and

(3) to strike out the word "proportional" from

the taxation clause of the ' constitution. The

third measure, if adopted, will open the way for

classification of property. [See vol. xvii, p. 1096.]

*

By a vote of 81 to 59 the Missouri Legislature

on February 11 rejected a proposition to resub

mit an anti-Singletax movement. [See vol.

xvii, p. 1141.]

®

City Solicitor Michael J. Byan of Philadelphia

has urged the City Councils to take action to

secure legislation to prevent evasion of the mort

gage tax law of the State. Mortgages in Pennsyl

vania are subject to a tax of four-tenths of one

per cent, on which account the universal interest

rate on first mortgages throughout the State is five

and four-tenths per cent. But many mortgages

escape paying the tax by listing their mortgages

as ground rents, which under the law are exempt.

Mr. Ryan urges that ground rents be taxed the

same as mortgages. [See current volume page

107.]

® @

Pastoriza Triumphantly Re-elected.

J. J. Pastoriza was re-elected Land and Tax

Commissioner of Houston, Texas, on February

16 by a vote of three to one. His opponent made

a vigorous campaign against the Houston plan of

taxation under which personal property is not

assessed for taxation, improvements are assessed

at but 25 per cent and land values are assessed

at a fair value. Pastoriza made practically no

campaign. He simply published two advertise

ments twice and allowed results to speak for

themselves.

Oppose Enforcement of Tax Laws.

The Chicago Singletax Club on February 12

criticized efforts made to enforce taxation of per

sonal property in the following resolution :

Whereas an indictment has been returned against

Julius Rosenwald for failure to file a personal prop

erty tax schedule and.

Whereas, the law for enforcing the collection of

personal property taxes is a menace to the public

welfare and is unjust to individual tax payers, and,

Whereas, a larger proportionate tax on personality

and other labor products in one city than in others,

handicaps enterprise and checks development in that

city, exactly as do unfavorable railroad freight rates,

Now therefore be it resolved that attempts to en

force laws that must inevitably result in injury to

the city are to be deprecated; that indictments of

the character of that brought against Mr. Rosenwald

not only carry no stigma, but that the victims there

of, who resist a personal property tax for the reason

that such tax is odious, oppressive and unjust, will

some day be remembered as true patriots, and

Be it further resolved that we stand on the follow

ing declaration of principles:

1. We hold as self-evident truths; that all gov

ernments derive their just powers from the consent

of the governed; that to deprive a community of the

power to make, alter or repeal any law, not injuri

ous to other communities, is tyranny; that injustice

done to individuals by the state is also tyranny, and

that resistance to tyranny is patriotism.

2. Personal property taxes should be immediately

abolished, either by law, or as in Houston, Texas, by

common consent. Such taxes are a penalty upon in

tegrity, and a premium on perjury, thereby reversing

the axiom of the great Gladstone: "It is the duty of

the state to make it easy to do right."

3. A law sufficiently drastic and harsh to enforce

the collection of personalty taxes would defeat Itself,

since everything movable would be taken out of

Chicago or secreted. Bank depositors, to escape

taxes, would, before April 1, withdraw their money,

resulting in financial confusion and commercial dis

aster.

4. Tax nothing that can be secreted, carried away,

or that can come to this city, or that can be pro

duced for human benefit. Tax only the Immovable

land.

5. Taxation should be based on natural law, among

the earmarks of which are:

a. That it must fall only on that which nature

has provided without the aid of human effort, skill

or enterprise.

b. That it must fall on values which are not

created by individuals, but which result from the

presence of the whole community. In the words of

Henry George, "we would simply take for the com

munity what belongs to the community, the value

that attaches to land by the growth of the commun

ity.-

c. That its collection must be so easy and simple

that the criminal law will not be necessary to en

force It.

Conditions in Edmonton.

In an interview in the New York Times of

February 11, Mayor W. J. McNamara of Edmon

ton tells about taxation and municipal ownership

in that city in part as follows:

Edmonton has had the singletax from the start,

but at the beginning there were little appendages,
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such as a business tax, licenses and a floor tax.

Finally all those were dropped and now there is only

one tax assessed and that is on the land.

Our assessment is now $178,000,000 and our tax

rate for the twelve months is only about 14 mills.

We have no income tax and no business or stock

tax. The big Canadian plant of Swift & Co., which

cost $1,500,000 to build, and which carries a stock

worth hundreds of thousands of dollars, does not

pay one cent of tax on its building or stock. There

is a big business block downtown that cost $750,000

and with a store containing $500,000 to $750,000 worth

of goods, and neither the owner of the buildings nor

the tenant has to pay taxes on them. The man who

owned an unimproved lot of the same size in the

next block would have to pay just as much in taxes

as the owner of the land upon which the buildings

stand.

Now as to municipal ownership. The city of Ed

monton owns the street railway, the power plant

and the electric light and telephone systems. The

valuation of the four is in excess of $9,400,000.

Notwithstanding the criticisms, the reports that

have come out, Influenced by public utilities corpora

tions whose interests lie in other directions than

municipal ownership, to the effect that municipal

ownership has fallen down in Edmonton, the pre

mier city of Alberta, the plan has worked out suc

cessfully, and those reports are absolutely false, and

our city affords a splendid vindication of the doc

trine.

Now as to the telephone. In Edmonton we have a

splendid system, with automatic switchboard and

11,500 connections. These pay all the way from $20

to $50 a telephone lower than in any City in the

United States. We have no pay stations.

As for power, we generate power from coal, and

are able to supply the street railway department

with current at 2 cents per kilowatt per hour, the

cost being 1.7 cents. To users of power for electric

light service the maximum price is 7% cents, with

a discount of 10 percent and it runs as low as 3

cents. To users of considerable power for elevators,

cold storage and such things we have a rate as low

as 2 cents.

After depreciation, we have a surplus in the neigh

borhood of $385,000, and out of this we are construct

ing an addition to our power plant, by means of

which we shall be able to supply power at half a

cent less per kilowatt than at present

Altogether Edmonton, in spite of the fact that we

have come in for a great deal of criticism and of

charges that we have fallen down on municipal

ownership, is a great vindication of the practica

bility of that and of the singletax.

[Sec vol. xvii, pp. 869, 1111, 1183.]

Land Party Begun.

The Land Party is a new political organization

formed at New York on January. 6. Its platform

declares that land is rightfully common property,

that all men have equal rights to its use, that the

annual rental value of land should he taken for

public purposes and further that: "Nothing can

be gained for a good cause by voting for its ene

mies or its inactive friends. When aspirants for

office cannot be relied on to support these principles

ably and honestly, the Land Party will nominate

its own candidates, especially for offices having

to do with the making and enforcement of laws

affecting taxation and land monopoly." A pro

visional executive committee was formed to take

further steps to organize the party. The commit

tee is headed by George Wallace of Freeport, New

York. Other members are A. Bastida, 111 Broad

way, New York City ; Alfred Bourgeois, Belleville,

N.J.; William J. Wallace, Newark, N. J.; A. G.

Sullivan, Farmingdale, N. Y. ; Burton E. Car

penter, Cleveland, Ohio; Gaston Haxo, New York

City.

NEWS NOTES

—The Utah State Senate passed a statewide pro

hibition bill on February 11.

—The Georgia Supreme Court on February 13

held unconstitutional an ordinance of the Atlanta

City Council to segregate residences of Negroes.

—Fines aggregating $125,000 were levied on five

Chicago packing firms by the Missouri Supreme

Court on February 9 for violation of the anti-trust

law of the state.

—The Iowa State Senate on February 12 voted to

submit a prohibition constitutional amendment. If

adopted by the House, it must be passed again by

the next legislature before being submitted.

—Lincoln, Illinois, adopted a commission form of

government on February 11 by a vote of 1,420 to

1,293. Male voters opposed the change by a majority

of 143 but this was overcome by the women's vote.

—Charles Opel, of Kansas City, died at the age of

58, after a three months' illness. Mr. Opel had

been a resident only five years, but his restless ac

tivity in the interests of progress had won him a

place in the hearts of reformers who are trying to

secure real reform. He was a staunch supporter of

the Singletax. Mr. Opel is survived by his widow,

five sons, two daughters, and a sister.

—Dr. Francis A. Tappan, of Kansas City, died after

an illness of two weeks at the age of 71. Dr. Tappan

went to Kansas City in 1867. He was at one time

city physician and was noted for his civic Interest.

He gave much effort to perfecting Kansas City's

park and boulevard system. A liberal In politics, he

has been a supporter of the Singletax movement

for many years. Dr. Tappan is survived by his

widow and orie daughter, Mrs. Lucile Tappan More-

land.

PRESS OPINIONS

Wartime Amenities.

Daily News and Leader (London), December 29.—

One of the odd and far from gratifying by-products

of the war is a temporary suspension of the trade

between the belligerents in literature/That a Munich
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paper should be irritated by this stupidity Is natural,

but Its way of expressing its annoyance Is hardly

worthy of a city which with no little justice claims

to be the most cultured in Germany. "The country

of poets and thinkers," it exclaims, "can assuredly

dispense with the privilege of seeing in its market

the miserable products of English literature. We

are indeed glad If the English keep their so-called

literature for themselves. What little of it has

any value was long ago published by German pub

lishers. There is about enough of it to fill a book

case of moderate size." He is a rigorous fellow is

this writer in the standard he applies to others.

Happy the country that can fill even a moderate-

sized bookcase with matter to his taste. But surely

he Is falling a trifle below his own high philosophic

level in suggesting that a nation of poets and think

ers can dispense with the literature of another great

nation. It Is precisely such nations which insist on

companionship with fine minds and fine artists,

whatever their political allegiance. This war has

had many absurd and evil consequences; but if it

is to set the nations of the world denying their in

tellectual debts to one another and building iron

frontier round things of the spirit, then the world

will have reeled back into the most terrible of all

barbarisms. Exhausted old professors and infatuated

scribblers may in a Jingo fever preach a holy war

against science and art and literature in the name

of nationalism; but those who know there is a

higher light for the guidance of man than the flash

of steel will welcome truth and beauty under what

ever flag they be found.

Tolerance Overcoming Bigotry.

Emporia (Kas.) Gazette, February 4.—In Fort

Scott ... a man's club discussed Eugene Ware

and his work. Naturally the discussion focused on

the Washerwoman's Song, and a sequel to it which

Ware wrote to a man . . . who baited the poet, and

which follows:

I see the spire,

I see the throng,

I hear the choir,

I hear the song;

I listen to the anthem while

It pours its volume down the aisle;

I listen to the splendid rhyme

That, with a melody sublime,

Tells of some far-off fadeless clime

Of man and his finality,

Of hope and immortality.
r* n ■

Oh, theme of themes,

Are men mistaught?

Are hopes like dreams,

To come to naught?

Is all the beautiful and good

Delusive and misunderstood?

And has the soul no forward reach?

And do indeed the facts impeach

The theories that teachers teach?

And is this immortality

Delusion or reality?

What hope reveals

Mind tries to clasp,

But soon It reels

With broken grasp.

No chain yet forged on anvil's brink

Was stronger than its weakest link;

And are there not along this chain

Imperfect links that snap in twain

When caught in logic's tensile strain?

And is not immortality

The child of ideality?

And yet—at times—

We get advice

That seems like chimes

From paradise;

The soul doth sometimes seem to be

In sunshine which it cannot see;

At times the spirit seems to roam

Beyond the land, above the foam,

Back to some half-forgotten home,

Perhaps—this immortality

May be indeed reality.

. . . These lines forced Eugene Ware out of

Kansas politics. ... He had an ambition to go to

Congress, but the church people would not let

him go after writing those lines. He had raised the

doubt of Heaven, and Heaven as a reward for good

conduct was the basis of religion In those days;

just as hell, as a punishment, was the chief religous

reason assigned for avoiding bad conduct. . . .

Good Eugene Ware; if he were a young man today,

Kansas would send him to Congress for writing

the poem, instead of penalizing him for it. How

far we have come in forty years! Disputes over

creeds are passing; the doctrine of the apostolic

succession, which the Catholics hold, does not keep

the Methodists from fraternizing with the Catholics

in every good cause. . . . Heaven and hell no

longer are the chief ends of religious life. . . . Men

don't avoid evil to keep from going to hell, but

because they know that meanness makes its own

hell here on this earth, and that in the long run it

pays to be decent. . . . And Heaven—no man

whose mind could conceive of a Heaven that would

be less than a boredom, would go there if he had

to go alone, if he couldn't save his fellows by saving

himself. . . . We have come a long, long way in

religion in forty years. And we are going forward

fast. It would be fine to be here fifty years from

now!

@ @

A Typical Monopolist.

The Ground Hog (Cleveland), February 13.—The

town of Huddersfield, in England, is owned by John

F. Ramsden, who receives from his estate an annual

ground rent of $900,000. Every man, woman and

child in the place pays to him an average tribute of

$8 a year for the privilege of living there. Three hun

dred years ago the yearly rental value of Huddersfield

was $125. The estate was sold by the crown In 1599

to an ancestor of the present owner for $4,875. What

it is worth now is incalculable. This enormous incre

ment was piled up by Ramsden's present tenants and

their forbears, but he gets it all. Mr. Ramsden does

not believe in a tax on land-values only.
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A Lesson for Us.

Collier's, January 23.—According to Mr. Thomas

Dreier of Cambridge, Mass., when a man is found

drunk in the streets of Copenhagen

he Is placed in a cab, taken to the police station, exam

ined by a doctor, and then sent home In the cab. Next

morning the bill for the doctor and the cab is sent to

the publican who served the victim with his last drink.

This Is all very well, but our smart lawyers would

make short work of such, a statute. They would

prove: First, that the man was in a twilight state

of Illness; second, that he had had another drink

later; third, that the barkeeper was trying to sober

him; fourth, that the fine amounted to an unconsti

tutional confiscation of property; and fifth, that two

commas were misplaced in the roundsman's report

of the affair. That plan may work well in Copen

hagen, but the United States is different

RELATED THINGS

CONTRIBUTIONS AND REPRINT

THE TWILIGHT OF THE KINGS

For The Public.

"This is the twilight of the kings."—New-

York World.

"This Is the twilight of the kings," men say.

Too long, indeed, the will of one ordained,

Because he thought that in himself there reigned

Almighty God, to ope or close the way

Of racial weal. But now a better day

Close follows on a sun but lately waned,

And short the night wherein the nations 'plained

There was no one to lead or 'give them stay.

God's tabernacle is with humankind,

And every man may enter in to pray!

Democracy has found a straighter way

To truth than kings e'er shouted down the wind.

Silent the cannon, melted pelf and crown,

Behold "the Holy City coming down"!

RICHARD WARNER BORST.

MEXICO.

For The Public.

In a certain country the sheep had made war

on the wolves. The dogs, tame though flesh-eat

ing cousins of the wolves, had thrown in their

strength and craft for the most part on the side

of the sheep, and had put so much new courage

into ram, ewe, and lambkin that victory was again

and again on their side.

A few wolves and now and then even a sheep,

having ventured into this country from other

lands, came to grief. A very few were even slain.

In all the neighboring communities of beasts the

cry went np, "This killing and destruction is not

to be borne ! Let us rush in and stop it I" The

more a given parliament was dominated by

wolves, the more surely this cry was raised and the

more woful it became. Yet the valor of the sheep

in the warring country, and of their dog allies,

"put caution also into the minds of their neighbors.

Then a wise plan was made. "We will appeal

to the world-old simplicity and gentleness of

sheep," declared these earnest lovers of quiet, "and

will entreat them to lay their quarrel before a con

gress that we shall set up. Nothing shall be

charged for our service and we will adjust every

thing about which there is dispute. So a proposal

was made to the sheep. "We thank you," they

answered, taking advice of their friends the dogs,

"and we wish you had given thought to our trou

bles long ago when the wolves were eating us up.

Yet since you did not, and since you have not

yet settled the quarrel between sheep and wolves

within your own borders, we fear to let you judge

our case. We fear your congress might consider

too much the vested right of wolves to have mut

ton. We will fight on, rather, till we have brought

our foes to terms."

Some sheep and a few dogs in the neighbor

countries approved this as wise ; but all the wolves

were agreed in declaring it both wickedness and

folly. E. H. BLICKFELDT.

® @ ®

THE COMMUNITY'S DUTY TO THE

POOR.

From a Private Letter by Frederic C. Howe, Com

missioner of Immigration.

I am very glad to amplify what I said in Cleve

land in reference to private organized charity. I

do not believe in it; do not believe that organized

society has any right to turn this most sacred of

all functions over to any private agency. Even

though it might have been justified fifty or a hun

dred years ago, it is no longer justified when in

dustrial conditions make it impossible for the in

dividual to control his work, own his tools, or

create opportunity of any kind. Charity is a

social, not an individual burden, and society itself

should maintain all of its relief agencies. Cer

tainly it should maintain the most sacred of all,

the investigation, care and maintenance of those

least able to care for themselves. It should sub

stitute municipal relief for private relief.

Further than that, I think it is an arrogant

assumption for the rich to pass upon the worthi

ness or unworthiness of the poor. If anyone is to

perform this function it ought to be the poor

themselves. Christ was very loath to judge; and

the judgments registered by organized charity

through paid employes do as much to destroy

the self-respect of the poor and make them feel

that they are charity patients as anything I know.

I am speaking just as strongly as I can about

this, because I feel just as strongly as a man
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could on this subject. I believe in a public police

and health department, but I believe far more in

a public relief department.

Further than this, we are, so far as I know,

the only civilized people who sanction the idea

that one class should be endowed officially with

the right to look after another class. Foreign

autocratic countries perform all their relief

through public agencies.

I will even go farther. In my opinion private

organized charity is an obstacle in the way of

justice. If we had no such organizations men

would think of fundamental reforms; they would

think of ways and means to abolish the causes of

poverty, rather than the consequences of it. I

know of many instances where organized charity

opposed practical movements, like motherhood

pensions, minimum wages, and housing reforms.

Why? It seems rather hard to say it, but I be

lieve it was because the class which administers

charity is the class responsible for poverty. It is

responsible through the unjust economic condi

tions which this class perpetuates. And it is the

very halo which organized charity throws around

itself that makes it doubly difficult for us to pene

trate to the real cause of industrial injustice and

put an end to it.

There is nothing radical in what I am saying.

Practically all of the poor feel this way; they all

feel that their self-respect is undermined every

time they have to go to a charity organization

society, and they only go to them as a last resort.

And we have no right to require this of them.

You, I, or anyone else maimed, injured and dis

tressed by the injustice of present-day conditions

have a right to go to our fellows, to the city, to

the community, and demand that the community

itself shall bear the costs of the community's own

wrongs or of industry's wrongs, for the wreckage

of society today is social ; it is no longer personal.

In speaking thus directly, it is with no criticism

of any individuals, or any lack of respect for indi

vidual men who are engaged in organized charity.

It is the system that I protest against, just as I

protest against the system which permits bankers

whom I respect to organize monopolies, or indi

vidual railroad men to exploit the community.

As individuals I have respect for them, but I do

not believe in the institutions which they, in an

impersonal way, use for the exploitation of society.

THE REGULATORS AND THE

LIBERATORS.

Abstract of Address Before the Woman's Single

Tax Club of Washington, D. C, December 7, 1914.

By William D. Mackenzie.

In his recent book entitled, "Forty Years of It"

—one of the most charming autobiographies ever

written—Brand Whitlock describes some of his

experiences while mayor of Toledo. He tells us

how his life was made burdensome by certain in

dustrious groups of reformers who were forever

invoking the policeman's club to keep other peo

ple in "the strait and narrow way" of virtue and

propriety. They belonged to the Grand Army of

regulators who firmly believe that all wrong-doing

can be cured by passing and enforcing laws. Their

historical prototypes were the English Puritans

who frowned on all forms of amusement, and the

Scotch Calvinists who deemed it a crime to

whistle or take a walk on "the Sawbath."

The regulator is still "on the job." We begin

by regulating the children. They need judicious

control and restraint, but over-regulation is in

jurious. We have all heard of the mother whose

orders were to "find out what Johnny is doing, and

tell him to quit it." When the little ones become

old enough, we sentence them to go to school,

where they are required to sit in a" straight-backed

seat and keep perfectly still for several hours at

a time. Inside of Johnnie and Susie are certain

natural impulses which prompt them to run and

jump, to talk and shout and laugh. But the

school regulator says, "No, you must keep quiet

now and learn your lessons."

Mrs. Marietta L. Johnson, through her wonder

ful Organic School in Fairhope, Alabama, is show

ing us the better way. She understands Nature's

method of education through pleasureable self-ac

tivity, and she provides an environment which an

swers to the organic needs of the children. Her

pioneer work is of immense importance, and it

deserves more financial support than it has so far

received. The old-fashioned school develops both

slaves and rebels. The new Organic School -will

give us healthy, free-minded young men and

women—fit citizens for a free republic.

Here in Washington, which ought to be the

model city of the nation, we are afflicted with what

are known as alley slums, and we have developed

a special group of social workers who are trying

to abolish the slums, or to alleviate their condi

tions. Here, as in other cities, the unfortunate

slum dwellers are preached at, and given a gen

erous supply of advice about health, temperance,

and thrift. It is assumed that they live in the

slums either because they like it or because they

are wicked and indolent. In point of fact, they

are too poor to live in less crowded and miserable

quarters. Their wages are too low, and their

tenure of employment too uncertain. What they

need is less charity and regulation and more jus

tice and opportunity.

For about forty years past, our social workers

have been trying to secure legislation for the elim

ination of these inhabited alleys. Congress has

at last been persuaded to enact a law which pro

hibits the occupation of these alley dwellings after

1918. But this law is only the beginning of the
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solution of our housing problem. The closing of

the alleys will mean fewer houses. What is needed

is a greater number of sanitary dwellings at a low

rental. These dwellings can be provided in either

of two ways—by municipal housing, which is the

method of regulation, or by the Singletax, which is

the method of liberation. Neither method can be

adopted without legislative authority. The first

method is costly and cumbersome. The second is

simple and easily applied. Stop taxing dwellings,

and more dwellings will be erected. Double the tax

on land values, and home-sites will become available

at a lower cost. The combination of cheaper home-

sites and untaxed buildings will result in better

homes for the people at a much lower rental.

Minimum wage laws, laws for breaking up red-

light districts, laws compelling trusts and corpo

rations to be good—are other examples of super

ficial reform and regulation. These laws are all

more or less inevitable in the present stage of pop

ular enlightenment, but none of them reach the

fundamental causes of the evils at which they are

aimed.

In order that we may practice the Golden Rule

in the most effective possible way, we must study

human needs. The world's greatest need is not

coercion, not repression, not regulation, not the

policeman's club, not the hangman's noose, not

jails nor prisons ; but freedom and opportunity for

all; political, industrial, and educational oppor

tunity; the chance for each of us to grow, and

work, and live a free, full, human life. And this

ideal can not be realized until we learn how to

break the shackles of monopoly and privilege, and

to unlock natural opportunities.

In the centuries to come, Henry George will be

revered as one of the world's greatest liberators,

because he traced out the causes of industrial

slavery, and presented a logical and practical

method for making men and women industrially

free. The shifting of taxation to land values will

liberate industry and commerce. By forcing land

into use, it will compel landlords to compete for

tenants, and employers to compete for laborers,

thus opening the door of emancipation for the

wage-worker and the tenant-farmer, and remov

ing one of the fundamental causes of slum condi

tions.

@ @ @

THE CALF PATH.

Sam Walter Foss.

One day through the primeval wood

A calf walked home, as good calves should;

But left a trail all bent askew,

A crooked trail, as all calves do.

Since then, three hundred years have fled,

And, I infer, the calf is dead.

But still he left behind this trail,

And thereby hangs my moral tale.

The trail was taken up next day

By a lone dog that passed that way;

And then a wise bell-wether sheep

Pursued the trail o'er vale and steep,

And drew the flock behind him, too,

As good bell-wethers always do.

So from that day, o'er hill and glade,

Through those old woods a path was made,

And many men wound in and out,

And bent and turned and dodged about,

And uttered words of righteous wrath,

Because 'twas such a crooked path;

But still they followed—do not laugh—

The first migrations of that calf,

And through this winding woodway stalked

Because he wabbled when he walked.

This forest path became a lane,

That bent and turned and turned again;

This crooked lane became a road,

Where many a poor horse, with his load,

Toiled on, beneath the burning sun,

And traveled some three miles in one.

And thus a century and a half

They trod the footsteps of that calf.

The years passed on with swiftness fleet,

The road became a village street,

And this, before men were aware,

A city's crowded thoroughfare.

And soon the central street was this

Of a renowned metropolis.

And men two centuries and a half

Trod the footsteps of that calf.

Each day a hundred thousand rout

Followed the zigzag calf about;

And o'er his crooked journey went

The traffic of a continent.

A hundred thousand men were led

By one calf near three centuries dead.

They followed still his crooked way,

And lost one hundred years a day;

For thus such reverence is lent

To well-established precedent.

A moral lesson this might teach,

Were I ordained and called to preach.

For men are prone to go it blind

Along the calf-paths of the mind,

And toil away from sun to sun

To do what other men have done.

They follow in the beaten track,

And out and in, and forth and back,
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And still their devious course pursue

To keep the path that others do.

But how the wise old wood-gods laugh,

Who saw the first primeval calf!

Ah! many things this tale might teach :-

But I am not ordained to preach.

BOOKS

LABOR UNIONS INTERPRETED.

American Labor Unions. By Helen Marot. Pub

lished by Henry Holt & Co., New York. 1915.

Price, $1.25 net.

There are several sorts of readers to welcome

Miss Marot's book: The young worker, who has

joined the union as a matter of course, but knows

little or nothing of union traditions and ideals,

will profit by this record of aims and achievement.

So too will the social worker who has so often run

amuck of the prejudices, and stayed to admire the

loyalties among the organized workingmen and

women. But more than onyone else will the plain

citizen be glad to supplement his befuddling news

paper with an orderly narrative and a simple

characterization of the labor unions in America.

The book frankly—"by a member"—is sympa

thetic with the union point of view but not un

critical of it. "My object," the author says, "has

been to interpret each one of these organizations

as it interprets itself, with this difference : I have

noted the criticisms made by the different groups

within the labor movement of each of the others,

when these criticisms deal with fundamental

things."

Just what the Industrial Workers of the World

hold against the American Federation of Labor,

and wherein they are not yet true Syndicalists;

what are the perplexities of the union labelists,

what the most recent labor laws; why unionists

look with deep disfavor upon "scientific efficiency"

that purposes to gather in all the rule of thumb

knowledge of all workmen, "the last vestiges of

capital left to the workingman"—all this informa

tion follows the first and best chapter where Miss

Marot holds the unionist mirror up to Philan

thropy and interprets the image thereon.

A. Li. G.

PERIODICALS

A History of the War.

The New York Times' Current History of the Euro

pean War (Times Square, New York, Price, 25 cents)

the first number of which appeared on December 12

and the fifth on February 6, will hereafter be pub

lished regularly as a monthly. No one, it would

seem—at least no American—will care to read any

number from cover to cover; but every one who

puts the "history" on his bookshelf will some day

thankfully find there the very thing talked about

and not printed in his daily paper, or seen in yester

day's headlines and lost in today's news. The

longer the war continues the wiser we realize all

the belligerents' strict censorship to have been. For

to subject any nation simultaneously to both a

war and a flood of stories from the front, would be

to overtax the strong and drive mad the weak.

America is a sturdy nation. But she needs all the

peace she has if she is to do one-half the reading

and thinking that distracted Europe thrusts upon

her and that her awakened world-conscience will not

let alone.

A. L. G.

Congressmen and a Suffragist.

The Congressman who sees himself in the Febru

ary Atlantic as the woman lobbyist for suffrage has

seen him in the House Office building at Washington

will find solace only in the numerousness of his com

pany. Matilda Hall Gardner's notes of her experi

ences in going from Congressman to Congressman

for direct statements of their position on woman

suffrage are delightfully, humanly funny. "The men

talities of Congressmen," as the writer remarks, "are

not necessarily sectional," for Instance—and the in

stances are the reader's joy. But how, one anxiously

inquires, can the women lobbyists afford to give

away so lavishly the secrets of their trade? Is their

work all done? Or are Congressmen alone "astute"?

—In the same number of the Atlantic is an essay by

A Non-Ecclesiastical

Confession of

Religious

Faith

By LOUIS F. POST

An address delivered at All

Souls' Church, Chicago,

August 13, 1905.

A new edition.

Single Copies, 5c

Per dozen, 40c postpaid.

The Public Book Dept., Chicago, III.
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the international lawyer, Paul Fuller, on Legal Neu

trality versus Moral Neutrality—the legally and his

torically buttressed expression of some plain Amer

ican citizens' rules of self-conduct for the war.

®
'
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A. L. G.

Professor (In history)—"How was Alexander II of

Russia killed?"

Freshman—"By a bomb."

Professor—"How do you account for that?"

Freshman—"It exploded."—Punch Bowl.

@ @ ®

With but three minutes to catch his train, the

RARE OPPORTUNITY!

Realty Redemption Co.

of New York

A number of shares of

the 7% preferred stock

can be purchased at par

($100.00 per share), also a

small block of common

stock at $25.00 per share.

For particulars address

WM. LUSTGARTEN

68 William Street

NEW YORK, N. Y.

traveling salesman inquired of the street-car con

ductor, "Can't you go faster than this?"

"Yes," the bell-ringer replied, "but I have to stay

with my car."—Harper's.

Use Fels-Naptha

Soap and cool ^or luke

warm water.

Soak the clothes for

30 minutes while you do

your other work. Then

rub lightly, rinse and

hang on the line. They'll

be sweeter, whiter and

cleaner than ever before.

WANTED

A man of good business ability to travel

on salary in the interests of a great reform

movement. Must be a fundamental demo

crat of good address and unquestioned in

tegrity. References required. Address

"Forward" care of The Public.

FOREST TAXATION AND THE SINGLETAX

WOULD the adoption of the Singletax leave a tree standing or even permit one

to grow?

Judged by its report at the 1913 National Conservation Congress, the Com

mittee on Taxation apparently thought not.

Louis S. Murphy of the Forestry Department will analyze this subject in the

next issue of The Public, which will be a Forestry Number.

It will be published in two parts. Part Two will include a special article by

Mr. Murphy, a resolution introduced by him at the Joseph Fels Fund Conference

in Washington, and other germane matter.

This issue will interest greatly every singletaxer who appreciates the importance

of the Conservation movement. Single Copies, 5c; Fifty Copies, $1.

Than are many way* to help The Public. To mention us when writing to oar advertisers is one of the best.
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At the age of fifty we discover that not much is

done in a lifetime, and yet that, notwithstanding all

the immeasurable ignorance and stupidity of the

majority of the race, there is a gradual and sensible

victory being gained over barbarism and wrong of

every kind. I think we may, in some sort, console

ourselves. If we cannot win as fast as we wish,

we know that our opponents cannot in the long run

win at all.—Trevelyan's Life of John Bright, page

279.

"German Efficiency"

Versus

British Liberty
By FREDERICK VERINDER

(Secretary, English League for the Taxation of Land Values)

Reprint of a paper read, under the title of "Our Work: During

the War and After," at a meeting of the Central Council of the

English League for the Taxation of Land Values.

Price 5 Cents, Postpaid.

"My Neighbor's Landmark"
ShortStudiea in Bible Land Laws.

By FREDERICK VERINDER

Cloth 85 Cents, Paper 40 Cent*.
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believes in the American people.

He believes that YOU should know the

TRUTH about the inside workings of

YOUR government and the records of

your representatives at Washington.

So with the help and approval of a score

of other fighters for the common good,

Senator LaFollette established

La Follette's Magazine

devoted to fearless discussion of the most

important public questions, and has de

partments for the home, special articles,

stories, a Farm Department, fiction,

humor, important news of the world.

Published monthly. Regular price $1.00 per year.

To permit you to get acquainted with the maga

zine we will send it to you on trial

3 Months for 25c.

Simply send a quarter with your name

and address to

LA FOLLETTE'S, Box 75, Madison,Wis.

Cost and Price

or the

Product and the Market

By ISAIAH SKEELS

An analysis of the nature of costs and

an inquiry into the origin of purchas

ing power and credits showing their

limit in paying the price of products

and the ever increasing necessity for

municipal and industrial bond issues.

Contents: Book 1—An inquiry into the origin and

use of funds and the nature of costs. Book 2—Cost

effects on Land Values. Book 3—Proposed Reme

dies Considered. Price $2, postpaid.

Order from The David Gibson Company, Publish

ers, Cleveland, Ohio, or

THE PUBLIC, Book Dept., Ellsworth Building,

CHICAGO, ILL.

"Sexual Philosphy" 12 cts.
Clearest, best, most instructive sex manual published. Actually

teaches, not merely argues. Price only 1 2c Write today. Satis

faction guaranteed. "HEALTH-WEALTH" Pub. House, 57 Ben

nington St., Lawrence, Mass.

"Foundations of Freedom" ]&&.» iKSBTSitt

says written by well-known experts the world over. Only 10c.
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Bound Volume XVII (1914)

of The Public is ready. It is

handsomely bound in half

leather, uniform with pre

ceding volumes. Price $2.25,

express collect. Readers who

want to add it to their libra

ries should order now.
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