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EDITORIAL

It is unfortunate that the Recall provision of

Oregon’s constitution does not apply to United

States Senators. If it did it would not be neces

sary for the democrats of that State to wait until

1920 to get rid of Senator Chamberlain, who

serves tory interests through his advocacy of uni

versal compulsory military service. Senator

Chamberlain would make a first class follower of

Penrose of Pennsylvania or some other reaction

ary Republican from a State where toryism is

strong. But he is out of place as an alleged rep

resentative of a democratic constituency. S. D.

- sk * *

Peace hath her horrors as well as war. It is now

announced that under the national defence act

members of the Governors’ staffs cannot wear

army uniforms. Alas! that a blundering Con

gress and an unfeeling War Department should

thus at one fell swoop have swept away the thing

dearest to the heart of the chief contributors to

the “war chests.” Farewell, a long farewell, to

all the “Sunburst Colonels.” But it had to be.

Necessity commanded. In a democracy all must

be “Sunbursts,” or none. And yet more than

ever does the gold situation threaten the stability

of our institutions. With the continued inflow of

the yellow metal from abroad this shutting off of

the demand for gold braid may confuse our finan

Clers. S. C.

:: * *

The best Transatlantic news since July of 1914

is the proposal to discuss peace. Even though the

terms should not be entirely satisfactory, they will

be better than continuation of war. Even though

small men in high places may demonstrate their

littleness by ill-timed boasts of victory, true states

men will not be deterred by such considerations,

nor will true statesmen anywhere approve the

childish and needlessly offensive boasts. A tri

umph of brute force is nothing for civilized men

to be proud about. The possibility of a future

victory that may counterbalance a past defeat

would be poor justification for further sacrifices.

It is unfortunate that decision concerning an im

mediate peace cannot be left to a vote of the men

in the trenches, their dependents at home and the

citizens compelled to bear the financial burdens

of war. But it is to be hoped that there is not

such a lack of true statesmanship as to let the

opportunity for peace pass by. There must even

tually be a peace conference. It would be better

to hold it now, and see if terms cannot be agreed

upon, than to jump without investigation to the

conclusion that the war must be fought to a

finish. S. D.

* † ::

Great injustice is being done to the militiamen

who are still on the border. The militia is essen

tially an emergency instrument, designed for local

service. As such it can attract to itself young

men willing to contribute their time for brief pe

riods. But the protracted service on the border

is altogether different. It is neither war, which

would enlist the service of all men, nor a tem

porary emergency which can be borne by men en

gaged in industrial life. It is nothing but police

service of indefinite duration, and should be per

formed, like any other police duty, by men who

devote all their time to it. There is no more rea
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son why these men should give their time to this

work, to the hurt of their individual affairs, than

that they should police the city for an indefinite

period. And it is grossly unjust to expect some

of the citizens to make this sacrifice at fifteen

dollars a month, when others do not. The Gov

ernment can get all the men it wants if it will

pay the market rate of wages. And it has no

right to ask the service for less, and certainly has

no right to command it. S. C.

:k + zk.

Are the editors of the fiercely militarist Chicago

Tribune pacifists at heart, who hope to evade mili

tary service themselves in case of war? That is

a reasonable inference from the following in the

issue of December 15:

Inglorious is the pacifist, for even in the event of

foreign invasion and successful invasion the pacifist

does not expect to suffer or die, because under no

circumstances does he intend to volunteer to de

fend his country. This he will leave to patriotic

countrymen.

But, though inglorious, he is not entirely safe. If

the war becomes sufficiently serious to tax the na

tion's might and if the nation is not immediately

conquered conscription will be resorted to and the

pacifist will be dragged forward to share in the

catastrophe which his prevention from adequate

preparation has brought about.

For this reason the position of the male pacifist

is less inglorious than that of the female pacifist,

for even in case of conscription the female pacifist

will be safe, and if, as will generally happen, the

female pacifist shall counsel and work for non-re

sistance and submission to the invader, her position

will be highly comfortable.

Thus the female pacifist is even more inglorious

than the male.

The Tribune consequently holds it to be great

and glorious for one safe from conscription to

urge its application to others, and a little less great

and glorious for one intending to refrain from

military service himself, to urge upon others the

duty of serving. And since The Tribune is urg

ing military service, its own logic affords ground

for suspicion that its editors may be pacifists, in

tending to evade service themselves in case of war

but engaged in the contemptible work that they

proclaim to be great and glorious. S. D.

* * *

Sermons are told in pictures as well as in

words. “Life,” which so often flashes the social and

economic problems before its readers through its

vivid sketches, presents a conscience-quickener in

its issue of December 14. “The cocoons and the

butterfly” on the cover sums up the depths and

heights of our economic folly. Seated at three

sewing machines are a girl, a young woman and

an old woman. Rising from them are myriads of

threads that blend into a daintily clad society

woman who floats above them. The figures at the

bottom of the picture are of somber hue, as befits

their dreary lot, while the figure above them ap

pears in all the colors of the rainbow. Here is

the social problem. Here is challenge to the in

tellect and the moral perception of mankind.

Why does the sewing woman, who typifies here

all labor, fare no better, with the aid of this won

derful instrument, than did the seamstress who

sewed by hand? And why do those who do the

work of the world dress in drab, while those who

idle adorn themselves in purple? This is the

question that confronts society, and not to answer

it means destruction. S. C.

* * *
-

The conviction of David Caplan of complicity

in the Los Angeles Times explosion, to which the

MacNamaras pleaded guilty, may or may not have

been justified by the evidence. But the prosecu

tion is a greater disgrace to the business interests

that pushed it than to the convicted prisoner,

even if guilty. It was a deliberate violation of

a plain agreement entered into by these interests

through the mediation of Lincoln Steffens. The

MacNamaras pleaded guilty upon being given to

understand that there would be no prosecution of

any others charged with connection with the

crime. After they performed their part of the

contract the other side repudiated its part. Pros

ecutions have continued. Though the agreement

was not legally binding it imposed a moral obliga

tion. So far as Big Business is concerned, an

agreement of that kind is but a “scrap of

paper.”. S. D.

* * *

Mr. John M. Glenn, secretary of the Illinois

Manufacturers’ Association, is reported by the

Chicago Tribune of December 6 to have expressed

himself in a public address as follows:

The farmer is pampered and petted. He is treated

by the politicians as a little god. The farmer votes

with his pocketbook. He is not liberal in support

ing measures for the public good. He conducts his

business in a wasteful, inefficient way, very often,

and the people who toil in the cities have to pay for

it.

No doubt the farmers have their share of human

failings, but Mr. Glenn should remember the old

caution to dwellers in glass houses. Since many

members of his association are continually clam

oring for pampering and petting through tariff

legislation, it hardly becomes Mr. Glenn to find

fault as he does with the farmer. Against whom

can the charge be brought more appropriately that

he “votes with his pocketbook,” than the manu

facturer to whom no political issue is so important
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as whether he shall continue to be favored with

predatory power through a protective tariff? If

he did no more than vote with his pocketbook his

position would not be so bad. But in many cases

he uses his pocketbook to coerce his employes, and

to frighten and deceive other voters with false

and absurd statements about danger of an imag

inary flood of cheap foreign goods after the war.

If the farmer is wasteful and inefficient in his busi

ness, he can not be as much so as the manufacturer

admits himself to be, who pleads that he cannot

meet foreign competition in a free market, and

demands that American consumers be compelled

to pay for his inability to conduct his business

efficiently. Why denounce as a sin in the farmer

what many business men consider a virtue in them

selves? S. D.

:k :: :::

While the people of Denmark were voting on

the treaty that transfers the Danish West Indies

to the United States the people of the islands

protested against being ruled from Porto Rico,

and asked to be governed direct from Washing

ton, and to have a free port. It is to be hoped

that, if the islands are transferred, their people

will not be left dangling in the air, as the Porto

Ricans and Filipinos have been, deprived of citi

zenship in Spain and denied it in the United

States. One cannot but wonder, however, at the

temerity of the islanders in asking for a free port,

when freedom of trade is denied all the rest of us.

Truly, they are benighted heathen who have yet

to learn that cheap goods will bankrupt their in

dustries, and that a protective tariff will make

cheap goods. It is time they were coming under

the rule of a government that will teach them

how to eat their cake and have it, too. S. C.

× 4 ×

Senator Sherman of Illinois has introduced a

bill to re-establish government by injunction. He

does this at the very time that Gifford Pinchot,

James R. Garfield and other Roosevelt followers

are proclaiming their intention to make the Re

publican party progressive. Senator Sherman’s

action may be a challenge to these former Pro

gressives, or it may be that he figures logically

enough that if Charles E. Hughes was acceptable

to them, there is no policy so reactionary but that

the champion thereof may still be considered pro

gressive by the Rooseveltians. S. D.

sk sk :::

The Single Tax League of Western Canada is

taking time by the forelock in petitioning the

Manitoba Government for such legal changes

as will prepare the Province for the return of the

men now in the trenches. The League calls at

tention to the fact that in the spring of 1914 ten

thousand men marched to the legislative buildings

demanding “Work or bread”; and it enumerates

influences, in the shape of licenses, fees, and taxes

on industry, that forced labor into idleness be

fore the war, and will lead to still more idleness

when peace returns. The Premier and members

of the Manitoba Government are reminded that

in British Columbia agricultural land in use

bears a tax of one per cent while agricultural

land held for speculation is taxed four per cent.

This system, it was stated at the last session of

the legislature, would force 2,000,000 acres of

land back into the hands of the government,

which could then provide for the returned sol

diers. Two-thirds of the agricultural land and

one-half the urban land in Manitoba is idle, the

League says, and a tax on land values, with a sur

tax of two per cent on vacant lands, rural and

urban, is urged as a remedy. As progressive peo

ple in Europe once looked to the United States

for a demonstration of their theories, so the pro

gressive people of this country must now look to

Canada, New Zealand, Australia and Latin Amer

ica for examples of their teaching. S. C.

Electoral Reform.

Every Presidential election calls forth proposed

remedies for relief from the evils incident to pres

ent laws. The Electoral College is no longer the

thing designed by the makers of the Constitu

tion; for, from being a delegate body, with power

of individual choice in naming a President and

Vice-President, it has become a mere mechan

ical contrivance without volition or discretion,

and subject to all the disadvantages of accident

and miscalculation. Choosing the electors on a

general ticket renders the minorities helpless in

States unevenly divided, and intensifies the strug

gle in those that are close, producing in the one

apathy, and in the other extreme partisanship.
:: *k

Little, if anything, can be done to meet the sit

uation, however, without an amendment to the

Federal Constitution. The first thought that

comes to the average mind is that the President

should be chosen by direct vote of the people.

But this appears impracticable at the present

time. The qualifications for suffrage in the sev

eral States are too varied. Citizens qualified to

vote in some States are disqualified in others.

States in which only men have the franchise would

hesitate to adopt a plan that would subject their

voting power to competition with States having

universal suffrage; and States that make no dis
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crimination as to race would object to being

placed on an equality with such as limit the voting

power of certain of their citizens. Besides, there

are certain parts of the country, rural as well as

urban, where the political conscience takes its re

sponsibilities so lightly that in a closely contested

election returns might be held back until the poli

ticians found how many votes were needed. True,

this may happen under present conditions; but

as most of the States are already conceded to one

party or the other, all attention can be given di

rectly to the few contested ones.

:k ::

Proportional Representation has been urged re

peatedly as a remedy, in and out of Congress, and

it is again presented in this issue of The Public

by Francis Stirling Wilson.

pears to offer the most promise of relief, and

might serve well during the intermediate stage of

political development that must elapse before a

mutual trust throughout the country will permit

the use of a direct popular vote. It has the dis

advantage of being new to the mass of the peo

ple; but it will soon overcome this should it be

adopted for the election of Congressmen. It is

true that even were the Presidential Electors

chosen in each State in proportion to the votes

polled by the several parties fraud at the ballot

box would still affect the result, but in a far lesser

degree than would the direct vote; while at the

same time it would enfranchise the minority party

voters throughout the country, and make every

State debatable ground.

::: *k

The chief obstacle to be overcome in securing a

just method of registering the popular will is the

low order of political conscience that prevails with

many voters. The franchise has been extended so

freely in this country that many voters value it

no more than what it has cost them. This con

dition is mending. There is a keener perception

of public duties than formerly; and just to the

degree that we separate public and private busi

ness, thus removing from the voter's power the

concern of capital, and from capital’s greed the

rights of the citizen, a better conscience will be

created. Ignorance of economic law gives us vi

cious legislation; and political depravity contrib

utes unfit officials. Education, moral and intel

lectual, is the only way out. S. C.

International Patience.

Ray Stannard Baker, in his article, The Soul

of America, published in last week's issue of The

Public, brought out a point too little considered,

This proposal ap

both by militarists and pacifists. Speaking of

our relations to the war, and naming the return

of the Boxer indemnity to China, our service to

Cuba and the Filipinos, and our efforts to in

demnify Colombia as evidences of good intentions

on our part, he said:

We believe that the only way to prevent in the

future such catastrophes as the European war is

to bring about a league of nations, for which we

must all sacrifice something, suffer something. The

belligerent nations are suffering past belief by war;

are we willing to suffer nothing and exercise no

patience as neutrals? We believe that We can help

Mexico more truly by being a patient and friendly

down there with powder and shell and killing her

people and taking possession of her government.

:k :k

It is this impatience at others's faults that

prompts too many of our citizens to counsel force

ful action. The world is in disorder, not from

any love of violence on the part of men, but be

cause they do not know how to maintain order.

To attempt forcibly to set things to rights, as

we may understand rights to be, is to antagonize

and estrange all whom we oppose. Such an at

tempt by force of arms means sacrifice. The

smallest war is costly; the mere preparation for

war is stupendously expensive. Why, then, may

we not better bear the cost of passive resistance, in

order that we may be able to lead our friends

by reason rather than direct them by force? Our

loss and inconvenience from the war may be will

ingly borne if thereby the people of Europe are

re-established upon a rational basis. The cost to

us of Mexico’s chaotic condition will seem slight

if it leads to the setting up of free government

and the establishing of justice. Since there can

be no peace anywhere without justice, and as jus

tice can be determined only by reason, why make

such great sacrifices to force, when reason costs

so little? If we who are so fortunately situated

make no better use of our opportunities than to

keep alive the law of tooth and claw, how shall

we expect the nations of Europe to rise to a higher

plane? S. C.

neighbor, as long as humanly possible, than byfº/

Where Self-Reliance Is Lacking.

In addressing the Bankers’ Club of Chicago on

December 13, Mr. Frank A. Vanderlip of the

National City Bank of New York complained of

the attitude of people and government toward each

other. He said:

There has been a distinct loss of independence, or

self-reliance, and a growing tendency to lean upon

governmental action, to be influenced by govern

mental attitude, to regard legislation as a panacea,

and to believe that a bill in Congress can do what

\
**
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we used to think required individual initiative, work,

judgment, sacrifice and thrift to accomplish.

If Mr. Vanderlip means what he said he must

favor repeal of all legislation whereby government

aid is extended to individuals or corporations in

the conduct of private business. He must favor

repeal of all protective tariffs, revocation of all

franchises to public service corporations, revoca

tion of patent rights, repeal of all laws conferring

on national banking corporations functions denied

other corporations and individuals, and withhold

ing of all governmental aid by means of which

private individuals appropriate socially-created

values. But it is very doubtful if Mr. Vanderlip

favors anything of the kind. It is more probable

that it is not the governmental aid that creates a

rich and powerful class to which he objects, but

extension of such aid to the poor and weak. It is

a cheap and common practice of beneficiaries of

governmental favors to preach to others the virtue

of self-reliance. Mr. Wanderlip has a brilliant op

portunity to demonstrate his own confidence in

that principle by giving his aid and support to

the movement for abolition of all special privi

lege. S. D.

Pensions in Lieu of Justice.

The movement now under way in Chicago to in

terest employers of labor in men who have passed

their prime is highly commendable, but it is also

a severe indictment of economic conditions. As

an act of charity it manifests a kindly spirit, and

extends aid to the “deserving poor” in the most

practical way possible under present circum

stances. But the wherefore of “deserving poor”

who are able and willing to work raises trouble

some questions. Modern business, in order to pay

Privilege its toll, has been keyed up to a high

pitch. And as the law has withdrawn child labor,

necessity has compelled the elimination of old

men. Commercial rivalry demands men in their

prime.
:k sk

It may be doubted if any other one thing has

been more cruel and harmful to the laboring man

than the pension systems introduced by the larger

employers. Started with benevolent intention

and a desire to ease the lot of old age, it has

contributed directly to the evil it sought to cure.

For, these corporations and other large employers

of labor, must necessarily take only young men

into their service, Thirty-five years is a common

limit at which pension beneficiaries may be em

ployed. Consequently, after a man has passed

that age he must remain with that particular

company or forever forfeit his right to a pen

sion. Should he escape health failure, a tyran

nical boss, or other influence that deprives men

of their jobs, he is still subject to the misfortune

that comes with the bankruptcy of the company.

Business failures are numerous, and each one car

ries with it men too old to be employed by other

companies in accordance with their pension re

quirements.

+ k

Some companies take on men after the age of

thirty-five, but with the express understanding

that they will not participate in pension benefits.

It is evident, therefore, that there are a large

number of men who are barred from employment

by the very rule that was designed to aid them.

If there are to be old age pensions at all they

should be universal. But better than pensions

would be an economic system that will enable men

to earn enough during their working days to pro

vide for sickness and old age. This brings the

question back to the fundamental error commit

ted by society in permitting some men to collect

toll from others for permission to use the earth,

without rendering any service in return. Char

ity to elderly laborers is commendable, but jus

tice to all labor will make it unnecessary. S. C.

A Fair Profit.

Much is said about a fair day's wage for a fair

day’s work; but how about a fair rate of profit for

a fair investment? Who can tell a fair wage, or

a fair day's work? Or who can determine a fair

profit? And if such a thing could be determined

with mathematical precision, how many would

be satisfied with it? The utmost that society can

do or has the right to do is to offer free and equal

conditions of employment to both labor and cap

ital. That done, they will adjust their relations

to their mutual satisfaction.

# *k

The people of this country have not under

taken to legalize a minimum wage, but they have

passed many laws tending to fix minimum profits.

At a hearing before the Newlands Joint Commit

tee at Washington a few days ago, the railroads'

representative, Mr. Thom, claimed that the rail

roads could not get capital for necessary develop

ment because the Interstate Commerce Commis

sion would not permit higher rates. When Senator

Cummins attempted to meet this statement by

showing that “the railroads had earned an amount

in the last ten years equivalent to eight per cent

on their gross capitalization,” Mr. Thom said

eight per cent was not enough.
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Capital will not go into railroads, the man

agers say, unless the Government grants an ad

vance in rates. Capital will not go into manu

facturing, capitalists say, unless the government

enables them by means of a protective tariff to

charge higher prices. Is this a legitimate de

mand? All business is supposed to be on a basis

of barter, in which fair prices are fixed by the

“higgling of the market.” How is it that cap

italists presume to name the price of their credit?

Suppose the tariff were removed, or no advance

in railroad rates were permitted, would not cap

ital accept a lesser profit rather than remain idle?
× -k

It has been proven time and again that Amer

ican labor, because of its greater efficiency, is

cheaper than foreign labor. If our businessmen

cannot compete with foreigners it is either be

cause they pay too much for their raw materials,

or for their capital. If the country will put it

self upon a sound economic basis, which will in

clude as a prime essential the shifting of taxa

tion from labor values to land values—thereby

forcing all valuable land into use—the raw ma

terials entering into production will be cheap

ened. This done, capital will be obliged to ac

cept such rates of profit, whatever they may be,

as it can obtain in the open market. There can

be no liberty, no justice, and no peace as long as

one set of men impose their will upon another set

of men. S. C.

Ignoring Experience.

Plutocracy's attitude toward direct legislation is

that of the man who did not care what happened

as long as it did not happen to him. It is not wor

ried concerning the use of the Initiative, as long

as it is not used to get the Singletax. Then it be

comes an evil which must be curbed or abolished.

For that reason an unsuccessful effort was made

in Ohio to prevent submission of taxation meas

ures through the Constitutional Initiative. To

shut out the Singletax the interests were even

willing to inhibit submission of the tax reform

measure that they themselves wanted. For the

same reason Missouri’s plutocracy made a futile

attempt to hamstring the Initiative. And for the

same reason the New York Evening Post stated

on November 23: -

The cardinal objection to the initiative-and-refer

endum system is that if, by an initiative petition, a

change so radical and so irreversible as that in

volved in a simon-pure single-tax proposal should

happen to be brought before the people at a moment

peculiarly favorable for its acceptance, the count of

noses made at that particular moment would be

decisive. That is not the way in which a question

of such moment should be settled; nor should the

community be placed under the necessity of keep

ing constant guard against a surprise of the kind year

after year. Responsible voting by identifiable legis

lators after parliamentary discussion, followed by

approval of the Governor or the overriding of his

veto, is none too severe a process for legislation on

any vitally important question.

:: *k -

One would think from reading the Evening

Post's comment that it has just awakened from a

Rip Van Winkle sleep. Anyone who has had occa

sion to observe the workings of direct legislation

knows that no proposition can be put over sud

denly. A successful Initiative campaign requires

more education and argument than a hundred

legislative sessions. Voters do not approve of a

radical proposition until they have given more

thought to it than the average legislator gives to

any matter. And when a count is made it is of

those who must personally bear the consequences

of action taken. There is no possibility of a “sur

prise.” In the case of the Singletax the subject

has been argued for years. It is not the fault of

its advocates if the Evening Post has remained

ignorant of that fact. It can not be adopted

through the Initiative and Referendum without a

long campaign, with full opportunity for complete

discussion. It is absurd even to imagine a possi

bility for sudden adoption.

* :k

So far from opposing the Initiative and Refer

endum, the Evening Post ought to favor it if it

strongly objects to decisive action at a particular

moment on a radical and irreversible proposition.

All that has been done along that line has been by

legislative bodies not subject to a popular check.

Only a few months ago the New York legislature

passed and the Governor signed five bills imposing

conscription upon the State. These revolutionary

measures were adopted without giving one-tenth of

the time for thought and discussion thereto that is

given a measure submitted to popular vote through

the Initiative. Most of the legislators neither

knew nor cared what they were voting for. They

followed their party leaders who themselves took

orders from an “invisible government.” When

members came up for re-election there were so

many issues involved besides the particular one

of militarism, that it was not easy for a voter to

select any candidate whose position was exactly as

he would have it. And though this is a situation

made familiar by years of experience the Evening

Post still urges as a means of securing deliberate

and intelligent action on public measures “respon

sible voting by identifiable legislators after parlia

mentary discussion, followed by approval of the
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Governor or overriding of his veto.” Experience

is considered a good teacher. But it seems to

have poor success with some pupils. S. D.

Compensation for Unearned Decrement.

The New York Evening Post is bothered by

the fact that there is frequently unearned decre

ment in land as well as unearned increment. In

its issue of December 11 it uses this as a text on

Singletax, saying that under it landowners would

not derive profit from advance in value and would

lose through decline, since no compensation is

contemplated. The Evening Post is mistaken.

Under the Singletax land values would belong to

the community. When there would be increase it

would be a community gain, and the landholder

as an individual would gain only to the same ex

tent as other members of the community. When

there would be a decline it would be a community

loss, and the landholder as an individual would

lose only to the same extent as other members of

the community. There would be no occasion for

compensation.
:: ::

Another objection urged by the Evening Post

is that rising land values may become a hardship

to one who has built. It says:

For if he has built a house intended for the uses

appropriate to its value today the chances are that

the kind of building required to suit the uses of the

land when it has doubled or trebled in value is to

tally different. In that case, in order to meet the

new taxation, he will be compelled to tear down the

house, and will lose every cent that the house is

Worth.

The Evening Post has overlooked a fact that

ought to be obvious. Unless it would pay to tear

down the first building and erect a different one,

there would not be enough increase in value to

raise taxes sufficiently to compel the owner to

make the change. Moreover, in its concern for

the unfortunate owner, the Evening Post forgets

the injury to the community involved in allowing

one kind of building to stand in a location where

public need requires a different kind. New York

City’s congested districts are examples of what

follows such a policy as the one that the Evening

Post does not wish disturbed. S. D.

:: *k ::

So long as it is permitted to any man to

take what doesn’t belong to him through mo

nopolizing nature's resources, and the private

ownership of public utilities, plenty of men of my

kind will always be ready to jump in and do the

stealing. My mission is to show the people how it

is done, to take what they are stupid enough to let

me take, and to show them how they can put an

end to the system which enriches me and impover

ishes them.—'I'om L. Johnson.

A PROPORTIONAL ELECTORAL

SYSTEM.

The recent election showed that a grave dan

ger confronts the country in the unreasonable sys

tem of electing the delegates to the Electoral Col

lege from each State in solid party blocks. This

block system is the chief point of attack at pres

ent from many sources. The demand for a re

construction of the method of electing the Presi

dent is much more persistent than the usual post

election criticism to which we are accustomed.

It is patently absurd that out of a million and

a half votes cast in New York, nearly one-half

of them should be utterly wasted. The Repub

licans cast 863,987 votes and obtained the entire

delegation of 45 electors, whereas the Democrats

cast 756,010 votes and obtained none.

The situation in California was similar. There

466,269 Democratic votes elected 13 Presidential

electors, whereas 462,838 Republican votes elected

none. Think what a difference there was between

the Democrat who voted in New York and the

Democrat who voted in California | The former

was practically disfranchised; his vote might just

as well never have been cast. The latter saw his

vote attain a real result, and knew that he was

a factor in the election. -

Apart from the injustice of this distribution,

there is the menace of the “pivotal state.” The

swinging of one State, as California, may decide

the national election, and the swinging of that

State may depend upon a very small number of

votes which will form the plurality. Under these

circumstances the value of those votes becomes

greatly enhanced. The competiton for each single

vote becomes correspondingly keen. The impor

tance of each vote is magnified, and political lead

ers are likely to use extreme measures to increase

their following by even a small number. Thus

there is great incentive to corruption in the con

duct of an election, which can be eliminated only

by a radical change in the whole system.

The logical solution of the problem is Propor

tional Representation, applied to the election of

the Electoral College. Such an application of the

principle would be a popular election in effect,

but without the disadvantages of the direct pop

ular method. For instance, the smaller States

would be opposed to any change in the system of

choosing the college which would reduce their

power by taking away any of their electoral votes.

Under Proportional Representation they would

have no grounds for complaint, for their assign

ment of electoral votes would remain the same

as before, the only difference being that those
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votes would be equitably and rationally distrib

uted among the various parties. Each party

would be represented on the electoral delegation

of the state in accordance with the number of

votes it polled.

Thus, the minority in each State, or the minori

ties, would receive the representation due them.

The Republican Party would be strengthened in

I)emocratic States, and the Democratic Party in

Republican States. In this way each State would

receive the benefit of minority opinion, and a

more even balance would be set up between fac

tions. The result would be a gradual elimination

of sectionalism in national politics.

- FRANCIS STIRLING WILSON.

HIGH COST OF LIVING

The real kernel in the “high cost of living”

problem is not the fact of the increased cost of the

necessaries of life. The trouble is not in the high

standard of cost of ordinary existence; it is in the

low standard average of ordinary incomes. It is

not that the cost is high, but that the wages re

ceived are low.

Back of this, as back of all economic questions,

is the land question. Both the relatively high cost

of necessities and the relatively low standard of

incomes are induced by increased and increasing

rent which adds to the one and takes from the

other. Nor does this tell the whole story, for rent,

economic land rent, is inevitable and its existence

and its increase are merely the result of the opera

tion of a natural law; and we cannot dodge nat

ural laws, try as we may.

By way of illustration, the farmer who has to

pay $150 an acre for his land instead of $25 an

acre—either price being, of course, merely cap

italized rent—must necessarily raise a more val

uable crop or employ fewer helpers—or fail.

The commission dealer who has to pay several

thousand dollars a year rent for a desirable loca

tion on which to conduct his business must col

lect that rent in bigger business or take it out

of overhead expense, or fail. The merchant

who has to pay an increased and increasing

location rent must collect it in the form of

more sales of his wares, or deduct it from the

other expenses—or go out of business. The rail

road which has to pay an increased rent in the

form of a greater sum of profit to be devoted to

interest and dividends upon arbitrarily issued or

“watered” stocks, securities based upon the in

creased value of the location of its right of way

and terminals, in other words, rent, must obtain

this in abnormal charges for transportation or em

ploy fewer men and sacrifice efficiency—or go into

bankruptcy. There is no way of circumventing

this. Labor unions may seem to avert the lower

ing of wages, but at best they can only do so tem

porarily. And, in point of fact, they do not do so

at all, for maintaining a wage scale of a certain

number of dollars per day is not maintaining

wages if at the same time land rents increase, forc

ing up the rentals of home sites, and business sites

and all occupational sites and consequently the

prices of the necessaries of life. Those who make

statistical exhibits of wages apparently maintained

or increased during a certain period of years de

ceive themselves and the public with a spurious

optimism and are completely discredited by the

facts which show an immensely greater increase in

the cost of the necessities. This factor of rent,

then, being inevitable and its increase as certain

as the increase of population and the increased

desirableness of land or locations, places for the

prosecution of human activities, we would seem

to be confronted with a natural law which is in

imical to the welfare of the children of that God

who established the natural law. But there is no

such thing as a natural law which is inimical to

the interests and welfare of man. There are hu

man schemes, mortal errors, man-made laws with

out end, which run contrary to the good of man,

but to hold that there is any provision of Almighty

God that works inevitable ill is to deny the love

and wisdom of God; to deny the omniscience and

the omnipotence of the All-wisdom and the All

power, however we may comprehend or describe

that power and that wisdom. That would be an

absurdity.

When society begins there arise, simultaneously,

two other elements, id. est., the need of govern

ment and economic or land rent. It is really a

very beautiful and complete provision; simple,

plain as the laws of the All-power invariably are

when we understand them. The significance of

the simultaneous spontaneity ought to be compre

hended readily enough. Government is necessary

and government must be maintained, and imme

diately at the juncture where the need of govern

ment arises there arises, naturally, economic land

rent with which to maintain the government.

Obviously, then, rent is not necessarily a bur

den. It is not an evil. If it seems to be, if it ap

pears to tend to a higher cost of living, for in

stance, that is merely because we are not putting

it to such use as is intended for it.

Hence, if we would really know the truth, we

must go back yet another step, where we shall see

that it is not land rent that is an evil, per se; not

land rent that is making the cost of living rela

tively higher; but it is the fact that we permit

land rent to be taken as private property instead

of giving it back in the benefits of government, in

conveniences, comforts and cheapening processes,

to the people who create the source of it and who

pay it. By way of illustration again, one hundred

and fifty-eight millions of dollars was taken from

the pockets of the producers, of labor in short, in

the city of New York last year for ground
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rent alone—entirely apart from the rent of any

improvements—and this almost incomprehensible

sum was taken from the wages of productive labor

in all its various forms, and put into private pock

ets; paid to private individuals constituting bare

ly 5 per cent of the people of the city.

Ultimately every obligation is redeemed by

labor; redeemed with the products of labor. It

matters not whether it is paid in the higher cost

of the things we buy or in the fewer number of

dollars in the pay envelope. It is paid by pro

ductive labor, skilled, professional, or manual.

Strictly speaking, the cost of everything is ulti

mately taken out of wages.

Whole acres of good white paper have been cov

ered with erudite fulminations upon this popular

theme of the “high cost of living,” which has been

a popular subject for a space, without arriving at

the simple fact that the trouble is not in the high

standard of living cost but is in the low and

lowering standard, the world over, of living wage.

And hence, of course, without arriving at the more

fundamental fact that wages are low because they

an e depleted by the sapping leach of the private

taking of land rent. We are prone to trifle with

superficial investigations, commissions, minimum

wage laws, lop-sided regulation and tariff discrim

inations, and we seem to lack the courage to un

cover the truth and be guided by it.

ROBERT S. DOUBLEDAY.

THE WARNING.

By James Clark, in The Arena.

I have come, and the world shall be shaken

Like a reed at the touch of my rod.

And the kingdoms of Time shall awaken

To the voice and the summons of God;

No more through the din of the ages

Shall warnings and chidings divine

From the lips of my prophets and sages

Be trampled like pearls before swine.

Ye have stolen my lands and my cattle;

Ye have kept back from labor its meed;

Ye have challenged the outcasts to battle

When they plead at your feet in their need;

And when clamors of hunger grew louder

And the multitude prayed to be fed,

Ye have answered with prisons or powder

The cries of your brothers for bread.

I turn from your altars and arches

And the mocking of steeples and domes

To join the weary night-marches

Of the ones ye have robbed of their homes.

I share in the sorrows and crosses -

Of the naked, the hungry and cold;

And dearer to me are the losses

Than your gains, and your idols of gold.

I will wither the might of the spoiler;

I will laugh at your dungeons and locks.

The tyrant shall yield to the toiler,

And your judges eat grass like the ox,

For the prayers of the poor have ascended

To be written in lightnings on high,

And the wails of your captives have blended

With the bolts that must leap from the sky.

The thrones of your kings shall be shattered

And the prisoner and serf shall go free,

I will harvest from Seed that I scattered

On the borders of blue Galilee;

For I come not alone and a stranger;

Lo, my reapers shall sing through the night,

Till the star that stood over the manger

Shall cover the world with its light.

NEWS OF THE WEEK

Week Ending Tuesday, December 19, 1916.

Congressional Doings.

The Senate passed on December 14 the House

Immigration bill by a vote of 64 to 7. The seven

opposed were Brandegee of Connecticut, Colt of

Rhode Island, du Pont of Delaware, Husting of

Wisconsin, Martine of New Jersey, Phelan of Cal

ifornia and Reed of Missouri. Two days before

an amendment was adopted by a vote of 42 to

14, eliminating reference to the passport agree

ment with Japan and substituting a prohibition of

immigration from certain geographical areas with

out naming any race or nationality. The amend

ment does not change the effect of the bill. Prac

tically all Asiatic races would be excluded. Anoth

er amendment changes the anti-Anarchist clause

so as to exempt from exelusion persons advocating

violence in war or organized rebellion. The bill

was sent to conference. [See current volume,

pages 321, 1192.] × -

The House Judiciary Committee on December

14 voted to recommend the nation wide prohibi

tion amendment and to report without recom

mendation the Susan B. Anthony Woman Suff

rage amendment. On December 16 the Senate

voted to put into first place on the Senate calen

dar for the present week, the Sheppard bill ap

plying prohibition to the District of Columbia.

On December 18 the sub-committee of the Sen

ate considering the Chamberlain bill for universal

compulsory military service, held a public hearing.

Major Generals Hugh L. Scott and Leonard Wood

appeared in support of the measure and former

Secretary of the Interior, Walter Fisher, in op

position. General Scott declared that in case of

war a trained force of 1,500,000 men will be

needed for immediate use, and another force of

equal size available for use within 90 days. He

declared that Great Britain and Japan combined

could raise an army of 2,250,000 to fight the

United States at once. General Wood declared

the volunteer system a failure and said that labor

organizations would favor universal service if rich
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and poor were alike called out to serve. Walter

Fisher declared that enlistments have fallen off

on account of the poor pay offered. If the pay

of recruits were raised to $30 a month there

would be no trouble to get all the men wanted.

To Revive the Progressive Party.

At a meeting in New York City on December

15 of Progressives who have refused to go back to

the old parties, Mathew Hale of Massachusetts

was authorized to select a committee to plan for

a national convention at St. Louis. The date for

this is about February 22. The reactionary group

which followed the lead of Perkins and Roosevelt

will have no voice in the convention.

* sk

A meeting of representatives of the Perkins

Roosevelt wing of the Progressive party was held

at New York on December 12 with Chairman Wil

cox of the Republican National Committee.

Among those present were Chester Rowell, George

W. Perkins and Everett Colby. Plans were dis

cussed to “progressivize” the Republican party

but no definite decision was announced. [See

current volume, pages 610, 734, 757, 1021.]

Overcapitalized Railways.

The Committee on Real Preparedness of which

Amos Pinchot is chairman and Benjamin C.

Marsh, secretary, has issued the following report

on Railway Capitalization:

The organization of American Railway Investors

to “protect” their “investments” emphasizes the ne

cessity for immediate valuation of these public utili

ties and a fair capitalization thereof.

On June 30, 1915, the Interstate Commerce Com

mission reports, the par value of railway capital was

$21,127,959,078, of which there existed as stock

$8,994,894,721, and as funded debt or bonds $12,133,

064,357.

Data compiled by Mr. W. Jett Lauck, statistician,

shows from the records of the railroads themselves

that in 1914 the fictitious or unnecessary capital

stock of fourteen Western railroads was $485,492,

837. Among the railroads were: Atchison, Topeka

& Santa Fe, $165,812,946; Chicago, Milwaukee & St.

Paul, $47,618,571; Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific,

$30,000,000; Great Northern Railway, $54,778,269;

St. Louis & Southwestern $33,713,289; Union Pacific,

$50,000,000. In the fiscal year 1914, over $43,000,000

in dividends was paid on this fictitious stock. Sim

ilar capitalization exists for many eastern railroads,

and detailed data is now being prepared.

The report of the Valuation Bureau of the Inter

state Commerce Commission on the New Orleans,

Texas and Mexico Railway is indicative of the over

capitalization. It is capitalized for four and a half

times the cost of reproduction, and more than three

times the cost of the line equipped. The other rail

roads on which reports have been made public show

similar inflation.

The Interstate Commerce Commission reports

that for 1915 39.55 per cent of the total capital stock

actually outstanding paid no dividends, but that the

average rate of dividends paid on all stocks (includ

ing fictitious) was 3.80 per cent.

In addition to this fictitious capitalization the rail

roads have capitalized the present value of the land

which was acquired by them at a nominal price.

This increase amounts to several billion dollars.

Under the provision of the Act of 1887, the rail

roads have also exchanged practically worthless land

grants for extremely valuable public lands. The

Northern Pacific, for instance, has released about

450,000 acres of comparatively worthless mountain

land and received in exchange valuable land in the

northwest and other sections, part of which is worth

from $100 to $200 an acre for timber alone.

The fictitious capitalization and capitalization of

increases in the value of land, representing no in

vestment, amount at the most conservative estimate

to between six and eight billion dollars. If the rail

roads are permitted to pay even 5 per cent on this

capitalization, which represents no investment and

the assumption of no risk, they will extort annually

from three to four hundred million dollars from the

public, entirely unearned—that is, from one-ninth to

one-tenth of their total operating revenue in 1915.

The Utilities Magazine for March, current year,

after examining the methods urged by the railroads

for securing an increased capitalization, stated:

The reproduction theories (i. e., cost of acquiring

rights of way, terminals, etc., and of reproducing plant.

structures, equipment, etc.) which the carriers would

have the Interstate Commerce Commission adopt in

valuing railroads would add $334,700,000 to the capitaliza

tion of the Santa Fe Railroad alone, or over $8,600,000,000

to the existing capitalization of all the railroads of the

country.

The stupendous proportions of the “values" being urged

by the carriers can hardly be comprehended by the hu

man mind. If anything like these claims should be al

lowed the increase in rates necessarily resulting there

from would paralyze the commercial interests of the

country.

The proposed subsidies of the railroads would

involve a charge of over $430,000,000 a year over

and above the present exorbitant charges, if they

are allowed to pay 5 per cent dividend.

[See current volume, page 1169.]

Business Men Discuss Labor Question.

In answer to the addresses by James M. Beck

and Frank A. Vanderlip on industrial warfare

and the vast losses entailed by strikes and lock

outs, George Foster Peabody undertakes to show,

in the New York Times of December 10, that these

critics of labor lack the broadness of view that

must be taken if this country is to take its place

in the world’s new era after the war. Financial

success in the world's markets, even if it be grant

ed, will not be worth while if it be not accompan

ied by justice to the men who labor, nor yet if it

be not in sympathy with the afflicted war victims

in Europe. With a view to making America a

truly “beneficent force” Mr. Peabody submits the

following:

First—Admit free of duty all the productions of

the ravaged people of Europe so that they may re
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ceive from us the largest price possible; a price we

must pay largely in such production as they need

from us. That they will surely recognize as “benefi

cent” and not charity.

Second—If the multi-millionaires who have ac

quired so considerable a portion of the “prosperity”

war Speculation has furthered will subscribe freely

for the bonds which will be issued to rebuild the

stricken wastes, it will help to pay for our pur

chases.

Third—Organize our people who have any surplus

to provide great funds to aid in properly educating

the children of the backward Balkan and Turkish

states, not forgetting the Mexican states. Our pres

ent schools in these countries demonstrate how

really “beneficent” their people consider such aid.

The results of our educational efforts in the Philip

pines confirm the wisdom of such expenditure.

Fourth—Enlighten our multi-millionaires, who

have been so occupied in amassing and assimilating

their acquisitions, until they will realize the bene

ficial results to themselves as well as the rest of

the world from aiding to provide hospitals in con

junction with medical education. Some of the bonds

they buy might be well placed to endow such hospi

tals.

In thus giving proof of our good-will to all peoples

by granting the same free trade that we have

proven beneficent between our fifty-odd States and

Territories, we will surely redeem ourselves from

any present misjudgment in Europe, and our own

continuing prosperity will be magnified if its bless

ings shall be shared in honest measure by those who

produce the wealth and those who distribute their

products.

Tax Reform News.

A progressive tax conference for California was

held at Los Gatos on December 9 and 10. Repre

sentatives from the following organizations were

present: The State Tax Commission, State Realty

Federation, Cooperative Movement, San Francisco

Labor Council, State Grange, and California

League for Home Rule in Taxation. Action taken

was embodied in the following resolution:

In view of the fact that the question of taxation

is one of the truly pressing problems of the day

concerning which the people need to be aroused and

informed, and since this conference at Los Gatos has

justified itself as a practicable method of getting

the issue before the people in a large non-partisan

way, we therefore recommend that during the com

ing year there be held a series of such conferences

throughout the state.

Robert Whitaker, Chairman.

E. U. Barker, Secretary.

The following message was sent to Governor

Johnson:

The Tax Reform Conference in session at Los

Gatos desires to express its appreciation of the pres

ence of your representative, Mr. W. V. Cowan, sec

retary of the State Tax Commission, and its satis

faction with the message which he brought us con

cerning the great work of that commission. We are

all deeply interested in the work the commission is

doing and the spirit in which they evidently are ap

proaching the large problems of tax reform, and we

are sincerely hopeful that they will be successful in

finding some method of ridding the State of the evils

of land monopoly and securing for the people the

benefits and relief of a sound, social use of the val

ues which are socially created and maintained.

[See current volume, pages 804, 1169.]

× -k

The Association for an Equitable Federal In

come Tax with headquarters at 320 Broadway,

New York, announces that it will conduct a na

tion wide campaign to make the rate on incomes

of over $1,000,000 33% per cent, for repeal of the

sugar tariff and reduction of duties on necessities.

The announcement states:

During the year ended June 30, 1914, 357,515 per

sons, each of whom received a net taxable income

of at least $3,000, received a minimum aggregate net

taxable income of $3,170,006,970, and a probable

gross income of about $4,000,000,000—or one-fifth of

the total national income. In 1914 there were only

2,348 individuals who received a net taxable income

of $100,000 or more, with a minimum net aggregate

income of $534,000,000 and a probable gross income

of $595,000,000. In 1915 there were 3,704 individuals,

each of whom received at least $100,000 net taxable

income and their minimum aggregate net income

was $768,000,000, and probable gross income $1,043,

650,000. In other words, one-tenth of 1 per cent of

the population (including dependents of these tax

payers) received one-twentieth of the total national

income.

The most astounding fact is that the number of

individuals receiving or reporting a net taxable in

come of $1,000,000 and over doubled in one year from

60 to 120. In 1914 the average net income of the

sixty was $2,120,000, and with the same average the

net income of the 120 was last year $254,000,000.

Only a small proportion of the skilled wage earn

ers of the country, few of the unskilled workers and

almost none of the salaried professional classes—

clerks, teachers, clergymen, etc.—have received any

increase in income. The high cost of government is

heaviest on them, as is the high cost of living. The

report of the Internal Revenue Commissioner shows

that, as always, the “prosperity” due to the war and

firmly entrenched privilege and monopoly has not

gotten below the top.

[See current volume, pages 299, 1171.]

Illinois Cities Ask State Control of Mines.

A conference at Springfield of forty mayors and

other officials of Illinois cities outside of Chicago

on December 14 adopted resolutions for state

supervision of the coal mines “so as to permit the

operators and dealers to realize a reasonable

profit only and not all the traffic will bear as is

now the case.” It was decided to have bills pre

sented at the coming session of the Legislature

embodying these demands.

The Danish West Indies. -

The plebiscite on the sale of the Dauish West

Indies to the United States was held in Denmark
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on December 15. It resulted overwhelmingly in

favor of the sale. The Parliament must still give

its formal approval. At a mass meeting of citi

zens of the Islands held at St. Thomas on Decem

ber 14, the following resolutions were adopted:

The island does not desire to be governed by Porto

Rico, but wishes to be permitted to manage its own

affairs under the federal government, American cit

izenship to be accorded immediately on the transfer,

the port to be free and natives to be given preference

in appointments to government positions.

|See current volume, page 876.]

Mexico and The United States.

General Carranza's delay in ratifying the pro

tocol agreed upon by the Mexican-American Com

mission was explained on December 18 by the

Mexican representatives. The explanation is that

Carranza feels it necessary to define his position

in regard to the supplemental declaration of Sec

retary Lane made after adoption of the protocol.

In this declaration Secretary Lane had said that

no interference with pursuit of bandits across the

border would be tolerated, and that the American

government was determined to see an improve

ment in Mexican affairs. [See current volume,

page 1194.]

:k ::

In describing the reforms effected in Yucatan

under Governor Alvarado the Latin American

News Association quotes Modesto Rolland. A

public school system has been inaugurated in

charge of able teachers. There are now 2,400

such schools. I and has been redistributed so as

to give the head of each family 40 acres. Of 50,

000 heads of families, 40,000 have taken up farms

and successfully conducted them. Labor laws

have been enacted based on those of New Zealand.

Mr. Rolland states further:

Prior to the revolution all that the 2,000 land

owners paid toward the support of the State in

taxes for their exclusive use and ownership of some

thing over 70,000 square miles of land was $50,000 a

year! Taxes from the land now amount to $3,000,000

a year, paid on an equitable basis both by the 2,000

old land owners on their much-reduced holdings and

the many thousand new owners on the forty-acre

tracts which they received under the provisions of

the new agrarian laws put into effect by Governor

Alvarado.

:k k

The first article of the New Mexican Constitu

tion was adopted by the Convention at Queretaro

on December 13. The article provides that every

citizen shall enjoy the guarantees which the con

stitution stipulates and that they may not be

restricted nor suspended except as provided for

in the constitution. An effort to amend the

article to specify more clearly that no citizen

could renounce his rights failed of adoption. An

article prohibiting slavery also was adopted.

European War.

Roumania has been able to offer almost no re

sistance to the advancing Teutonic armies. Russian

forces have come between the two armies to pro

tect the retreat of the Roumanians, whose main

army is undergoing re-formation behind the Rus

sian lines, and north of the River Sereth, and in

Bessarabia. The Germans have taken Buzeu,

where it was thought the Russians and Rouman

ians would make a stand, and have pushed the

line northward as far as Sarat. Wallachia is entire

ly in their hands, and they are beginning the con

quest of Moldavia. It now appears that the

Roumanians were from the beginning short of

artillery and shells, and latterly had scarcely any.

It is rumored that the Russian supply of ammuni

tion is running low, which explains their lack of

effective operations. [See current volume, page

1194.]

:: *k

Verdun was again brought to the attention of

the world by the French advance of two miles on

a wide front north of the great fortress. The

advance includes Bexon-Vaux and Chambrettes,

which had been fortified by the Germans. The

French took in the three days’ fighting, 11,387

prisoners, and a considerable number of guns.

This takes the line back almost to the point from

which it started at the beginning of the German

advance. Many small battles are reported from

the Somme front, where small advances are made

into enemy lines at night for trying out pur

poses.

+ k

Greece appears to be arriving at an under

standing with the Allies. Admiral Du Fournet,

commanding the Allied fleet in Greek waters, has

been replaced by Admiral Gauchet. The ulti

matum delivered to the Greek government by the

Allies, as reported in news dispatches, says that

recent events in Athens prove the neither King

Constantine nor the Greek government has suf

ficient authority over the Greek army to prevent

its becoming a menace to the security of the Al

lies in Macedonia. In order to protect them

selves, therefore, the Allies demand immediate

removal of the Greek troops from Thessaly, and

stipulate that only a certain number of troops

shall be allowed in Peloponnesus. It is reported

that these terms have been agreed to by the Greek

government. The blockade will be continued until

the demands of the Allies have been fully met.
-

* :::

The peace proposal put forth by the German

government and its allies, offering to confer with

representatives of the Entente Allies has been

transmitted by President Wilson to the several

countries, but without any expression of opinion.

All of the belligerent nations have expressed pro

nounced disapproval of negotiations at this time.

The Russian Duma was almost unanimous in re
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jecting any idea of peace until the enemy has been

driven from Russian soil. Similar sentiment ap

pears to prevail in France and England. Italy

has not expressed herself.

NOTES

—The circulatory medium of the United States,

December 1, 1916, based on an estimated population

of 103,145,000, was $41.73 per capita.

—Edward Schultheiss of Aargau was elected Presi

dent of Switzerland on December 14 by a vote of 176

out of 189 of the national assembly.

—The Nobel peace prize will not be awarded for

1915 or 1916. The committee decided by 28 to 11

votes to withhold it for the present.

—Professor Hugo Munsterberg of Harvard Univer

sity, noted as a psychologist, died at Cambridge,

Massachusetts, on December 16, aged 53.

—-William H. Moyer was appointed warden of Sing

Sing prison on December 12, vice Thomas Mott Os

borne, resigned. [See current volume, page 974.]

—Field Marshal Prince Iwao Oyama, commander

in-chief of the Manchurian army of Japan during the

Russo-Japanese war, is reported dead at the age of

seventy-four.

—Inheritance tax collections in California for the

first six months of the year ending June 30, 1917,

are $2,400,000. There is in sight a large addition

from the estate of Henry W. Miller.

—David Caplan, charged with complicity in the

Los Angeles Times explosion of October, 1910, was

found guilty of manslaughter at Los Angeles on De

cember 15. [See current volume, pages 14, 494.]

—The Mississippi Supreme Court has held uncon

stitutional a law imposing a supertax of 20 cents an

acre on all holdings of over 1,000 acres of timber

lands. The court held that the rule of equality was

violated.

—The Singletax party of Pennsylvania reports

having held 200 meetings during the recent campaign

in thirty cities and towns, addressed 70,000 persons,

furnished news matter to 800 papers and distributed

100,000 pieces of literature. [See current volume,

page 1196.]

—The final count in West Virginia gives President

Wilson one of the State's eight electoral votes and

increases his total to 277. The result is due to the

withdrawal before election of J. W. Dawson, Repub

lican candidate for elector, who had decided to Sup

port Wilson. The Republican committee substituted

S. A. Scott, who proved unpopular and ran suffi

ciently behind to elect Orlando Depue, Democrat.

Hughes' majority in the State was 2,721. The Demp

crats elected John J. Cornwell governor by 2,755.

[See current volume, pages 1143, 1172, 1196.]

—Co-operative marketing and buying of supplies ap

pears to have been a pronounced success with the

farmer organizations of western Canada. The profits

for the past year earned by the Grain Growers'

Grain Company were $775,000; the Saskatchewan

Co-operative Elevator Company, $757,000; and the

Alberta Farmers' Co-operative Elevator Company,

$282,000. The companies have more than 48,000

farmer shareholders. Last year they handled 90,

000,000 bushels of grain, or nearly one-third of the

marketable portion of the grain crop of the country.

PRESS OPINIONS

No Conscription of These Estates In War.

Chicago Tribune, December 19.-Ten families

own a very large part of Chicago real estate. Five

families control—and are supported by—enormous

land holdings. One estate owns 4 per cent of all

Chicago land. Each year sees additions to the hold

ings of these estates. During 1916 more than $1,000,

000 worth of land, the best land for commercial pur

poses, was added to them. Between these ten fam

ilies most loop property is monopolized. The ten

families themselves are scattered all over the world.

Few members of them personally count for anything

in Chicago. They are able, because Chicago is a

profitable and prosperous enterprise, to build palaces

abroad. They can buy peerages if they like. They

can live in California, or Florida, or England or

Italy. They can forget all about Chicago. . . . Their

administrators, hirelings, cannot in law sacrifice the

interests of the estates to the interests of the city.

Their duty is one—to serve the owners. There can

be no personal judgment. They are hired to think for

the owners, not for the city. They are not paid for

public spirit or patriotism. Every other city in the

United States is faced with the same problem. New

York tenements build palaces for cows on the Eng

lish Astor estate, contribute to English war funds,

buy peerages. New York society supports a pillar

of English society and gets snubbed in return.

The Power of Faith.

Australian Worker, Sydney, N. S. W., November

2.—Once again has the fact been demonstrated that

faith is the greatest factor in human affairs. From

the very outset the Conscriptionist Party, on their

own showing, and judged by their own utterances,

were a party whose faith had failed. From every

platform, from every pulpit, and in the columns of

their daily press they had expressed their belief

that the present war was wholly a righteous cause.

Starting from that basis, the proposition to forcibly

compel Australian citizens to serve in this war was

a lamentable admission that either the war prophets

themselves had lost faith in the righteousness of

their cause, or worse still, that they had no faith

in the righteousness of the Australian people. The

second moral lapse, following on the loss of faith,

was the open and candid admission alike from plat

form, pulpit and press that conscription was in it

self an evil thing, justifiable only as a military ne

cessity. The same line of argument could have been

used to justify the original invasion of Belgium, and

as a matter of historical fact the German Chancellor

used it in extenuation of that invasion. Once having

taken the fatal step of admitting the old fallacy,

that it is lawful to do evil that good may come, faith

as an ethical and moral factor disappeared from the

conscriptionist cause. The kindest thing that can

be said of the few men who, in this supreme hour of

trial, forsook the cause of Labor, is that their faith
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failed them. . . . The organized Christian churches

failed under the same test and for the same reason—

a lack of faith. Their faith having failed them,

they drifted into open hostility to Labor ideals and

their own ethical creeds, and finally found them

selves ranged on the side of the Millions Club and

military despotism. Strange company truly for the

professed followers of the Prince of Peace! The

handful of ordinary commonplace Labor men and

women and ordinary citizens who have stood up

against the hosts of Capitalism, Militarism and

Ecclesiasticalism in this crisis had but one asset–

faith—and the mountain moved.

The Dumping Superstition.

Johnstown (Pa.) Democrat, December 15–The

Philadelphia Commercial Museum, after a long and

patient inquiry, announces that it is high time to lay

aside the fear that this country will be made a

“dumping ground” after the war. The Philadelphia

Commercial Museum can hardly be termed a radical

organization. Its headquarters are not located in

radical territory. Speaking of the research work

recently done by the Museum, a current news article

Says:

The idea which is said to have sprung up in each of

the big nations that it is to be made the dumping ground

of one or more of the other nations is declared by the

foreign exchange department of the museum to be false.

This fear, which is said now to be at its crest, it is

thought sooner or later will take its place alongside that

other delusion which for the time being found wide ac

ceptance in the United States, that the European coun

tries, despite lack of raw materials, shortage of labor,

disorganized finances and all energies bent in another

direction, were actually making and storing goods to

dump abroad the day the peace treaty is signed.

It was in the United States, according to the researches

of the Commercial Museum, that this belief found its

earliest expression, and it is in this country that it has

its widest belief now. This fear originated in the days

immediately preceding the economic conference of the

Allies last June, and one effect of the understandings

reached at the conference was to confirm that fear. More

recently, however, there has been less apprehension on

this score. The extensive dumping of European goods in

this country is no longer considered the same menacing

probability by a large proportion of business men.

If the reports which have filtered through may be ac

cepted as a true reflection of German opinion, the ques

tion of after-the-war dumping has not been given the

consideration in Germany that it has received in this

country and in England. The explanation is Germany

has developed a scientific and definite trading policy, in

consequence of which it has already the complete ma

chinery for meeting the new conditions when the time

connes.

The fear that Europe would begin “dumping” was,

of course, founded upon the belief that the warring

nations were finding time between campaigns to

manufacture or place in storage goods of all sorts.

The very intimation that such a thing was possible

was absurd, and yet during the recent campaign men

who sought public office and men who wrote for re

actionary financial journals preached such stuff. Now

that the campaign has ended, the Philadelphia Com

mercial Museum comes along with the result of its

probings. It is to be hoped that the men who made

tariff arguments on the basis of the fear we would

become a “dumping ground” will have the grace to

revise their line of talk.

CORRESPONDENCE

COMMUNICATION WITH GERMANY.

New York, December 15, 1916.

I find that even the most domestic and innocent

letters sent to Germany are delayed or destroyed by

the British censors; but that newspapers and peri

odicals generally go through quite promptly, even if

marked.

It is most important that the German people should

get some of the war and public opinion other than

that put out by Berlin. I, therefore, suggest that all

who have acquaintances in Germany or Austria, es

pecially in the rural districts, should make it their

business to send them American papers and maga

zines.

If taken up generally. this may be more effective

toward ending the war than shipping relief supplies

or munitions. It will at the same time help to

create friendly relations between our citizens and

Teutonic subjects.

BOLTON HALL.

BUFFALO’S FIGHTS WITH MONOPOLY.

Buffalo, N. Y., November 29, 1916.

The new Commission Charter of Buffalo went into

effect January 1, 1916, the mayor and four other

elected councilmen being at the head of the city

government. The legislature having cut out the

provisions for the initiative, recall and preferential

ballot from the Charter, the Municipal League asked

me to prepare new bills to add them to the Char

ter, which I did. These bills were endorsed by the

present councilmen as well as by many civic bodies,

and were introduced in the legislature January 12.

On February 8, the Senate cities committee heard

arguments on the bills, at which Lewis Stockton,

president of the Referendum League, Melvin P.

Porter, secretary of the Municipal League, and four

others argued for the bills. A similar hearing was

had by the assembly cities committee on February

22, but the bills were not reported out of either

committee.

There was a brief skirmish between the power

companies and the Hydro-Electric Association, an

organization formed in Buffalo and neighboring

cities to promote the public ownership and develop

ment of water power. Under the treaty with Great

Britain the United States is entitled to take 4,400

cubic feet of water per second from above Niagara

Falls for power purposes, in addition to the amount

(15,600 cu. ft.) now being used. This 4,400 feet

will develop between 80,000 and 100,000 horse

power. On March 27 Assemblyman Parker, on the

request of the Hydro-Electric Association, intro

duced a bill in the New York legislature, providing

that the State request from Congress a grant of

this 4,400 cubic feet of water, and that the State

develop the power and distribute it to near-by

cities, as is done by the Ontario government in

Canada. This bill was, of course, buried. The

power companies have been very active in Wash

ington seeking to obtain this water by means of

the Cline bill in Congress. The Hydro-Electric

Association had requested hearings on this bill in
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Buffalo and arrangements to that end had been

made through correspondence with Congressman

Charles B. Smith, but when the foreign affairs com

mittee of the House came to Buffalo it was dis

covered that they came as guests of the Buffalo

Chamber of Commerce and the Niagara Falls Board

of Trade. They were here two or three days, most

ly in conference with the power interests, and no

arrangements were made for a public hearing.

But after considerable effort on the part of Frank

C. Perkins and George C. Hillman, representing the

Hydro-Electric Association, these men were invited

to the Country Club near Buffalo, on July 14th,

where the members of the committee were being

entertained at a luncheon, and were allowed fifteen

minutes to present the people's side of the case.

A Written statement had been prepared to leave

with the committee, and when Messrs. Perkins and

Hillman insinuated that the people were unfairly

discriminated against in the matter of time for a

hearing, there was a general row and the commit

tee claimed to be insulted and refused to listen

further. But Congressman George Huddleston of

Alabama said that he was not insulted and offered

to go out on the lawn and continue the hearing.

The Hydro-Electric Association, in order to Secure

a hearing, was compelled to send a delegation,

consisting of Mr. Perkins, Mr. Hillman and Mr.

Arnson, to Washington, where they were heard

August 1st. On August 15th, Congressman Huddle

ston introduced in the House a new bill at the re

quest of the Hydro-Electric Association, requiring

that the water be granted to the Sate of New York,

on condition that it develop the power itself.

Efforts of the power companies to obtain from

Secretary of War Baker temporary permits to use

the water have met with partial success. Their

efforts will be transferred to the next Congress.

In the spring the New York Telephone Company

(the Bell) and the Federal Telephone and Tele

graph Company (the automatic) petitioned the

City Council for permission to merge, claiming that

the latter company was losing $400,000 a year. A

franchise provision of this company provided that

if it merged with any other company, especially

with the Bell, its plant should be forfeited to the

city. The Bell Company proposed to substitute for

its unlimited service a measured service, which,

as worked out in many instances, would double

, or treble existing rates. Sylvester E. Croll and

others stirred up much sentiment for a municipal

telephone plant. On September 6, Messrs. Per

kins and Hillman, representing the Central Coun

cil of Business Men, filed a petition containing

about 7,000 names under the public opinion ordi

nance, requesting a vote on the merger, on a mu

nicipal telephone system and a municipal electric

light plant. The City Council having referred the

matter to Corporation Counsel William S. Rann,

he decided, on September 21st, that under a former

court decision the question of asking the legislature

for power to establish a municipal telephone plant

could not be voted upon. On September 29th the

City Council unanimously granted the telephone

companies permission to merge under certain con

ditions, but instead of fixing the rates as it had

power to do, as a condition to its consent, it pro

vided that they were to be determined by the state

public service commission, which is notoriously

favorable to the public service corporation. On

October 9th the attorney for the telephone company

began a taxpayer's action in the Supreme Court

to prevent the two questions remaining on the

ballot from being voted upon and to declare the

public opinion ordinance invalid. On October 12th

Mr. Stockton began mandamus proceedings by his

attorney, David Ruslander, before the same judge,

to restore to the ballot the question regarding the

municipal telephone plant. Justice Cole decided

on October 16th that the question of the merger

should be taken off the ballot, on the ground that

as the City Council had already approved the

merger, the question was no longer important, and

that the other two questions should go on. An ap

peal was taken by both sides from this decision to

the Appellate Division, which decided on October

20th, by a vote of three to two, that the public

opinion ordinance was invalid. Mr. Rann \mmedi

ately appealed to the Court of Appeals, which con

sented to an immediate argument, and on October.

29th unanimously decided in an opinion which is

a bit of special pleading, that the ordinance was

invalid, and that none of the questions could be

submitted under it.

In the meantime Messrs. Perkins and Hillman

and others had gotten up a petition of nearly 8,000

names for a referendum under the Charter (the

Charter provides for a real referendum) to submit

the question, “Shall the action of the Council in

approving the proposed merger of the New York

and Federal Telephone companies be repealed?”

It is unfortunate that the Charter requires this

wording, because those who were against the

merger had to vote “yes” and those who favored

the merger had to vote “no.” This undoubtedly con

fused many thousand voters. The Telephone Com

pany immediately brought John Doe proceedings

in the City Court to determine whether a crime

had been committed in procuring signatures to the

petition. They questioned a Mr. McNamara, one

of the circulators of the petition, whether he was

actually acquainted, as the Charter requires, with

two men whose names appeared on the petition, and

as he neither knew the men nor remembered their

signing the petition, the men were called to the

stand and denied that they had signed it. Wallace

Thayer and David Ruslander, counsel for Mr. Mc

Namara, obtained an adjournment of the proceed

ings until after election, for the purpose of obtain

ing evidence to support their theory that the

names were forged at the instance of people con

nected with the Telephone Company, whereupon

the Company dropped the matter. The telephone

companies ran large ads in the daily papers for

some time before election, besides having their edi

torial support and also the support of the Chamber

of Commerce. They also had workers at the polls.

On the other side there was the work of only a

few unpaid individuals. The vote was 23,963 favor

ing a repeal of the merger ordinance and 28,242 for

ratification. So the telephone companies thus far

have won, although there is a possibility that the

referendum is invalid, because the question was not

printed on the ballot sent to the soldiers on the

Texas border. There would not, however, be

enough of these votes to change the result.
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The Charter provides for compulsory referendum

of franchises. There were two short street rail

way franchises voted upon. These were given no

publicity, and I did not know they were on the bal

lot until the day before election. The vote on the

Franklin Street grant was 22,177 for and 12,205

against, and on the Elmwood Avenue extension,

22,637 for and 13,570 against.

On September 6th Corporation Counsel William

S. Rann requested the City Council to authorize

him to begin a proceeding before the state public

service commission to reduce the street railway

fares, which are now five cents with universal

transfers, and asked an appropriation of $50,000

for that purpose. He stated that the special fran

chise assessments made by the state tax commis

sion on the property and rights of the Street Rail

way Company have been reduced from $12,557,500

to $8,573,850, on which amount the city levied a

tax this year. The company is seeking to have this

assessment reviewed in the courts, which proceed

ing the city must defend. He urged that since an

appraisal of the company's property must be made

in any event, it would cost very little more to use

the same figures in the fare reduction proceeding.

Naturally, the company wants a low appraisal for

assessment purposes and a high appraisal for the

purpose of fixing fares, so that if both proceedings

are brought together, the company will be in an

awkward position. The company is capitalized at

$53,800,000, not all of its property, however, being

in Buffalo. The report of the company to the pub

lic service commission in 1915 showed a fixed capi

tal amount of $25,921,259.50. It is estimated that

$17,000,000 of this indicates the value of the physi

cal properties in the city of Buffalo. It has been

estimated that the total cost of reproducing all the

property of the company would be about $23,000,000.

The operating revenue received in the city for the

year ending June 30, 1915, was $5,337,385, and the

expenses $3,389,446, leaving a net income of $1,947,

839. It is estimated that the net income in the city

for the year ending June 30, 1916, was $2,230,239,

which is equal to 13.3 per cent upon the sum of

$16,000,000 or 12.5 per cent on $17,000,000. It is

estimated that a reduction of fare to six tickets for

twenty-five cents would leave a net city income of

$1,067,939, amounting to 6.27 per cent upon $17,000,

000 or 6.67 per cent on $16,000,000, without consider

ing increase of travel which will result from the

lower fare. Only one Councilman, Charles B. Hill,

at first favored Mr. Rann's request, but finally,

after several weeks' delay, the whole Council gave

a reluctant assent.

ALBERT H. JACKSON.

* * *

Those who have been divested of an important,

a vital natural right, are also entitled to compensa

tion. The right to labor, secured to them in the

creation of the earth, taken away in the granting

of the soil to a minor portion of them, must be re

stored. Labor, essential to all, is the inexorable

condition of the honest, independent subsistence of

the poor. It must be fully guaranteed to all, so that

each may know that he can never starve or be forced

to beg while able and willing to work. Our public

provision for pauperism is but a halting and wretched

substitute for this.-Horace Greeley.

BOOKS

A PLEA FOR JUSTICE.

The Trade Union Woman. By Alice Henry. Pub

lished by Appleton & Co., New York. Price $1.50

net.

Book publishers are by no means fair to them

selves, nor to the author at times, in the “write

up” that appears on the paper cover. The little

synopsis is too often inadequate. In the present

case Miss Henry’s clever book is far more valuable

and readable than the sixteen lines on the paper

cover indicate, for the tendency of the work is to

embrace far more than the mere trade-union situ

ation. It is a review of woman in the industrial

world feeling her way blindly to emancipation,

but in the doing, under present conditions, too

often imperiling her function as mother of the

race. And while economic pressure has forced

woman into the industrial field, the conditions

under which she works are such as to lower the

standard in making her marriage choice, where

fore the result is towards national and racial de

privation.

Miss Henry sees vast hope in the spirit of inde

pendence and collective action that is manifesting

itself among women; the call, for the vote as an

expression, and the tendency toward unionism as

a working factor—and her chapters on these and

on vocational training are very memorable. She

pleads for drastic reform in order that women in

the industrial world will not jump out of the fry

ing pan of labor into the fire of matrimony by

accepting the first man that offers, for by so doing

a poverty and a drudgery is accepted far worse

than that rejected. “Give the girl,” says the au

thoress, “fairer wages, shorten her hours of toil,

let her have a chance of a good time and a happy

girlhood, and an independent, normal woman will

be free to make a real choice of the best man.”

And it is for that very reason that so many of us

work for the Singletax, which, we feel, when once

adopted in its entirety, will reveal a life of liberty

almost impossible of conception to us now.

CHAS. J. FINGER.

A MOSLEM SINGLETAXER.

The Origin of the Islamic State. By P. Kauri Hitti.

Published by the University of Columbia, New

York City. Price $4 net, paper.

This is a translation from the Arabic of Al

Baladhurin’s “Futuh al Baldan,” to which Irving

refers in his life of Mahomet. Futuh al Baldan

itself is a synopsis of a much larger work, the

record of one of the earliest historians known to

the Moslems. At first, the book is difficult read

ing, but after a time, as the reader begins to vis

ualize the growing state, to see the light it casts

upon the ways, ideals and customs of an original
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people feeling its independent way to the founda

tions of a civilization, to be interested in the

changing picture of an evolution of a race, one

feels grateful to Professor Hitti for his work.

To Singletaxers it may come as a surprise that

one of the Moslem patriarchs was the earliest dis

coverer of the truth that social inequalities are

due primarily to land monopolization and the tax

ation of the products of human industry and skill.

With this in mind, Ali-ibn-abi-Salib decreed that

things produced should not in justice be taxed, but

that land values “should be assessed according to

the nearness and distance of the land from the

markets and the drinking places in the river.”

CHAS. J. FINGER.

INFORMATION ABOUT CHINA.

The China Year Book. 1916. By H. T. Montague

Bell, B. A., and H. G. W. Woodhead, M. J. I. Pub

lished by George Routledge & Sons, London; E. P.

Dutton & Co., New York. Price $3.75 net.

A most valuable reference work for any one

interested in China has been furnished. The in

formation relates to the history, geography, eth

nology, present government, manufactures, com

merce and nearly everything else imaginable that

a student of Chinese affairs may wish to know.

The history is brought down to the recent arrange

ment with Japan. A unique feature is a “Who’s

Who,” badly needed by the newspaper reader, who

cannot keep track of the unfamiliar names which

occur in press dispatches from China.

There is one serious error of omission, however,

which should be noted. In all the mentions of

Kiaochou, no account is given of the excellent

economic system established there by the German

government, which included an approach to the

Singletax. No information is given as to whether

these progressive laws have been retained by Ja

pan. This omission should be supplied in future

editions. -
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by the Bartlett Publishing Co., Wantagh, N. Y.
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—Property and Society. By Andrew Alexander
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-—The Great Corrector. By Percival W. Wells.

Published by the Bartlett Publishing Co., Wantagh,

N. Y. 1916. Price, $1.30 net.

—Understanding Germany and Other Essays. By

Max Eastman. Published by Mitchell Kennerley,

New York, 1916. Price, $1.25 net.

—America's Relations to the Great War. By John

William Burgess. Published by A. C. McClurg &

Co., Chicago, 1916. Price, $1.00 net.

—Cost Accounting and Burden Application.

Clinton H. Scovell. Published by D. Appleton & Co.,

New York. 1916. Price, $2.00 net.

—Mediation, Investigation and Arbitration in In

dustrial Disputes. By George E. Barnett and David

A. McCabe. Published by D. Appleton & Co., New

York. 1916. Price, $1.25 net.

—The Future of Militarism. An Examination of

F. Scott Oliver's “Ordeal by Battle.” By Roland

Published by T. Fisher Unwin, Adelphi terrace, Lon.

don, D. C. 1916. Price two shillings, sixpence, net.

—The Decline of the Chartist Movement. By

Preston William Slosson. Number 172, Columbia

University Studies in History, Economics and Pub

lic Law. Longmans, Green & Co., Agents, New

York. 1916. Price, paper, $2.00 net.

—The Chartist Movement in Its Social and Eco

nomic Aspects. Part I. By Frank F. Rosenblatt.
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tory, Economics and Public Law. Longmans, Green

& Co., Agents, New York. 1916. Price, paper, $2.00

net.
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10 cents.

The Genesis and Evolution of Slavery. By E. T.

Kingsley, The British Columbia Federationist, Van

couver, B. C. Price, 10 cents.
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Cost. By a Landlord. To be obtained of F. Burg

dorff, Cleveland Heights, Ohio.

Facts About Water Power. Prepared by the
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D. C.

Peoples Banks. By Arthur H. Ham. Address be
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rection, Indianapolis. 1916. Published by the Rus

sell Sage Foundation, 130 East 22d street, New York.

1916.

Dollar Diplomacy and Financial Imperialism Un

der the Wilson Administration. By Frederic C.
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ican Academy of Political and Social Science, Phil

adelphia. 1916.



1224 The Public
Nineteenth Year.

No peace

should be made until it can be a conclusive

peace. Read

“A CONCLUSIVE PEACE”

By Charles Fremont Taylor

The book of the hour. A small book with

a large mission. . It points the way, to peace

with honor and victory for every belligerent.

“It is certainly the best and brightest written

of all the many similar volumes that have reached

me, most of which are ponderous without being

weighty."—Israel Zangwill.

“I am delighted with your book . . . Of all

the books thus far published, I think that yours

would serve better than any as a text book for our

Society to Eliminate Economic Causes of War.”

—Roger W. Babsor.

“I may sincerely state that it is a helpful and

suggestive volume, and that many of its proposi

tions appeal to me very strongly. The theory

upon which you base your proposition for a

European Commerce Commission seems to me to

be entirely sound.”—Dr. S. N. D. North, Ass’t

Secy. Carnegie Endowment for International

Peace.

“Your idea as to the co-operation of European

states in the matter of commerce, using each

other's ports, etc., is new and valuable."—

Thomas Raeburn White, President Pennsylvania

Peace and Arbitration Society.

“Your proposition of an International Commerce

Commission is certainly worthy of very serious

attention, and would probably prove a positive

constructive measure.”—Prof. Felix Adler.

“I find it very interesting and instructive.”—

Oscar S. Straus.

“International peace is an old subject, but here

it is handled in a new way. Peace ãº, nations

cannot be enforced. It must come about by satis

fying reasonable and natural wants, needs and

demands. Here this great problem is discussed

in a constructive and practical way. No dreams

are indulged in.”— Pittsburgh Dispatch.

“Here is a quiet, sane and reasonable presenta

tion of ideas and principles which will repay con

sideration in making ready for the getting

together of the peace seekers, which we all hope

will not be delayed much longer.”—Spokane

Spokesman-Review.

173 pages. Price 50 cents.

The John C. Winston Co., Philadelphia.

The address of

The Public after

December 29

will be

122 East 37th Street

NEW YORK, N. Y.

What the Postman Brings
No. I don't like your low-neck and short-skirt

cover.

MRS. W. E. BARKER, ERINDALE, ONT., CAN.

The Public of late looks better and I believe is

better than ever before.

STEPHEN PETRO, MULBERRY, IND.

Although I have known The Public for only about

a year, I am firmly convinced that it is the leader

in the newspaper world.

THOMAS N. ASHTON, FALL RIVER, MASS.

Since I became acquainted with The Public a few

months ago, I have grown to be deeply interested

in its plans and work, and only wish I could co

operate more fully.

TOM HILWORTH, EL PASO, TEXAS.

In the great political and economical crisis now

confronting this nation “The Public” is like a huge

torch giving light to mankind, and pointing the

pathway to safety.

DANIEL F. CARMICHIEL, MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.

|

Cowpiºios powpºré

Jn the LIITLE-PINK-3'-WHIIB HAT-BOX

A PERFECT face powder.

Not measured by the

standards of the manufacturer,

but by the judgment of women

who use it. Wherever it finds

its way into town, one woman

after another recommends it to

her friends as the best she ever

used, and the most charming

package.

Try Armand's. In ex

quisite Rose or Amabelle

fragrance, $1.00. Violets

of Paradise, silk box,

$5.00, a miniature for

$1.00. Azotea, rare and

very lovely, $10.00, with a

miniature box for $2.50,

both of silk. Tints, white,

pink, cream, brunette and

the new Tint Natural.

For only 50 cents, Armand's

in the square box, same quality

powder, Bouquet odor.

ARMAND COMPANY

Des Moines, Iowa


