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Conscription and the Constitution.

Are the advocates of compulsory military service

aware that the Constitution prohibits involuntary

servitude : Or have they so poor an opinion of

the Supreme Court as to take for granted that it

will deliberately distort the clear and unequivocal

language of the Thirteenth Amendment so as to

allow such an evasion ? S. D.

{} {}

E

Taxing the Poor.

The law placing sugar on the free list after

May 1 is to be repealed. This action of the Dem

ocratic caucus was opposed by ten democratic

Democrats, but the decision was against them.

Many persons will ask the question, Why are the

people unable to get rid of this Old Man of the

Sea? Why is the largest item of tariff revenue

laid upon the poor? All taxes on consumption

fall heaviest upon the poor, but the sugar tax—

owing to the fact that the poor use as much sugar

as the rich—is the worst of all. Sugar was put on

the free list by the McKinley bill, but the Wilson

bill restored it. And now, after years of agitation

for free sugar, and all the power of the President

has been exercised to get it on the free list,

the law is to be repealed before it goes into effect.

It is a grave confession of weakness for the Dem

ocratic party to ignore the super tax on the in

comes of the rich and turn to this tax on the poor.

And still the claim is made that the poor pay no

taxes. S. C.

{:} {}

Scientific Help For Industrial Parasites.

President Wilson advocates a “scientific tariff

board” because of “the changed economic condi

tions that will result from the war.” There may

be changed conditions, but there will be no change

in economic laws. No change in economic condi

tions can make a tariff any less a robbery than it

was before. No changed conditions can alter the

fact that an industry has no right to exist which

cannot live without levying tribute on other in
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dustries. The object of a tariſt board is to deter

mine to what extent, if any, an industry must he

a parasite in order to live. Having determined

this, it is presumably to recommend to Congress

that the non-self-sustaining industry be empow

ered to levy enough tribute on others to enable it

to make ends meet. Whenever that is done it is

robbery of those forced to contribute. The Presi

dent might as well urge a “scientific” burglary

commission, to determine just how much booty

a burglar should be allowed to take. Morally it

would be no worse than a tariff board.

§ -

A child labor bill has just passed the House,

in spite of the claim urged by many manufactúrers

that without cheap child labor they cannot con

tinue in business. The answer to this plea has

been that when an industry cannot pay its labor

ers enough to make them self-sustaining it is a

parasite industry. These underpaid children must

get part of their support out of wages paid their

parents. Therefore, the cheap labor industry is

dependent on other industries to support its em

ployes. That makes it a parasite industry unfit

to live. Many protectionists who oppose child

labor use this argument, forgetful of its equal ap

plicability to protected industries. No Congress

man who has voted for the child labor bill can

consistently vote for a tariff commission, or for any

other concession to protectionist fallacies. And

should President Wilson sign the child labor bill

he will tacitly acknowledge that his proposed

“scientific tariff board” has no justification. s. D.

-
{} {}

More Tariff Humor.

Protectionist funny men are irrepressible. One

might think they had exhausted the wealth of hu

mor that lies in a philosophy based on the princi

ple of lifting one's self over the fence by pulling

on one's boot straps; but either the supply is in

exhaustible, or the resource of the devotees is un

limited. And not the least of their merit is the

exquisite solemnity with which they crack their

jokes. Whether it be a proposition to keep out

foreign goods for the benefit of American labor–

and then to import foreign labor to make the

goods here, or to raise the tariff high enough to

keep out European manufactures in order that

American manufacturers can compete in South

American markets, or any other demonstration

that the part is greater than the whole, it is put

forth with a dignified gravity never to be found

on the stage.

§

Tho Ben FranklinJanuary Monthly, an

otherwise sº, ſo and sane journal, is the latest con

testant for the cap and bells. On page nine occurs

this patriotic stimulant :

It is interesting to note that Champion Coated

Paper Company, of Hamilton, Ohio, is working on

a contract for paper for Japan and is forwarding

from eight to ten carloads of roll paper every week.

The contract is approximately for one hundred and

fifty thousand dollars' worth of paper.

But on page sixteen the paper calls attention to

the fact that the Underwood tariſt permits the

importation of American school books made in

Japan, which country has taken the business away

from Germany since the war began. German

wages, the paper says, are less than American

wages—though Germany also is a protected coun

try—but the Payne-Aldrich tariff put school books

on the dutiable list. These books are now on the

free list, which enables Japan to make them. Con

tinuing the paper says:

Japanese compositors earn about 15 cents a day

and pressmen and binders are paid in the same pro

portion. This is about one-twentieth of the wages

paid in the United States for similar work. Paper,

too, can be made in Japan for less than one-half

the American cost of production. And so it is that

American school books are being produced in Japan

with Oriental exactitude and exported to the United

States for 7 cents apiece. The same books made

in America cost 33% cents apiece, with all the ad

vantages of American machinery and increased per

capita production by American workmen.

What sort of an Alice in Wonderland world is

this where a sedate magazine solemnly tells us in

the same issue that Ohio paper makers are ship

ping large quantities of paper to Japan, and that

paper “can be made in Japan for less than one

half the American cost of production.” Are we

to believe the Japanese so stupid that they buy

paper in America for twice the price they could in

Japan, or that the American manufacturers are

selling to Japan for half the cost of production ?

If the alleged facts as to Japanese wages cited by

the Ben Franklin Monthly are of the same stand

ard as its logic they belong in the category of such

well known facts in boydom as that a snake's tail

will not die till sundown, handling toads will make

warts, and carrying a “lucky stone” will bring

good luck. Does this printers' journal know that

books that cost 33% cents to produce in the United

States cost only 7 cents in Japan, or did it draw

that inference from the alleged fact that Japanese

compositors and pressmen earn only fifteen cents

a dav *

Suppose the Japanese wages be accepted as

facts, what then? There are a good many school
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children that belong to parents who would appre

ciate the difference between seven-cent books and

thirty-three and a third-cent books. It would be

money in their pocket to pension the book-makers

in this country, and let them do nothing but write

jokes in support of the protective tariff. The pres

ent American book-makers will leave the business

anyway during the next seventy-five years. If ap

prentices be kept out of the trade we will eventu

ally have our books made in Japan, where so much

of our tea and silk are produced. We can raise

tea in this country, and silk; but we can buy them

much cheaper. That is to say, by raising cotton

and exchanging it for silk and tea we can get a

great deal more tea and silk than we could by pro

ducing them ourselves. Economists are agreed

that the natural advantages of this country sur

pass those of all other countries. And what

American does not believe himself the equal, if

not the superior, of the people of any other coun

try Yet must the most favored people, according

to protectionist logic, be protected from the less

favored. The swift must be guarded from the

slow, the strong from the weak, and the clever from

the stupid. Did Alice find anything so absurd in

Wonderland 2 S. C.

{} {}

Helping the Unemployed.

Among the things connected with our Govern

ment for which we should be thankful are two

that now and a rain arrest the attention of the

democrat. One is the fact that when the bill was

drawn creating the Department of Labor it was

made so broad and so indefinite that those in

charge of the Department were free to shape almost

any course; and the other is the fact that the

men chosen to shape the course of the new De

partment should have been William B. Wilson

and Louis F. Post. Precedents have great weight,

and it is fortunate for the people that the prece

dents established in this Department, which so

directly concerns so many of the people, should

be laid down by men who understand democracy,

and who know how to apply it. The Department

of Labor may in after years he ſilled with re

actionaries, with lawyers, bankers, and all sorts

of men of affairs who know not the mass of the

people, but the precedents now established will

ever be a restraint upon efforts to turn the De

partment from its purpose.

§

In response to a recommendation in the recent

report of the Secretary of Labor for the relief of

the unemployed, Congressman Robert Crosser–

another man who is setting democratic precedents

—has introduced a bill creating “a special admin

istrative board of three members, to be known as

the National Colonization Board, to consist of the

Secretaries of the Departments of Labor, of the

Interior, and of Agriculture, of which the Secre

tary of Labor shall be chairman”; but it is pro

vided that “either of the said Secretaries may

designate an Assistant Secretary in his depart

ment to act on the said board in his stead.”

The bill, which is outlined on another page. is

broadly drawn for the purpose of giving the ('ol

onization Board ample power to do all that is

necessary to carry out the idea of putting the peo

ple on the land under such conditions that the

individual settler will enjoy the full product of his

toil, and the public will retain its right in the

common inheritance of the race.

º

But there is a fly in the ointment. There gen

erally is a fly in ointment prepared for the people.

Mr. Crosser's bill is essentially a labor measure.

It is a bill authorizing the Secretary of Labor to

co-operate with other departments of the Govern

ment in developing the welfare of the wage

earners of the United States by “creating new op

portunities for permanent and profitable employ

ment.” The measure deals with the two factors

of production: labor and land; and it might be

referred either to the Committee on Labor or to

the Committee on Public Lands. The purpose of

the bill, as shown by every section, is to serve

labor : but the near-statesmen in the House re

ferred it to the Committee on Public Lands.

Herein lies the danger to the bill. It is through

the Committee on Public Lands in the past that

has come the infamous legislation that gave away

the people's domain to build up the timber trust,

the steel trust, the oil trust, and even now is act

ing as wet nurse to the water-power trust. The

committee is weighted down by the tradition of

spoliation and stupidity. The Committee on La

bor, however, represents the new order. It has

not, as yet, solidified into an agency for giving

corn to the few and husks to the many. Had the

members of the House understood the bill and de

sired its passage, they would have referred it to

the committee in sympathy with its purpose.

Since they did not, the inference to be drawn is

that they did not understand the hill, or do not

wish it to become a law. In either event it will

be incumbent upon all democrats of whatever

party aſliliation to write their l'epresentatives,

urging them to take advantage of this opportunity

of doing something for the people. S. C.
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More Land for Speculators.

The Oregon Voter published at Portland in ad

vocating a bill relating to homestead entries, intro

duced by Congressman N. J. Sinnott, says:

All the commercial bodies of the state should get

behind this legislation, as its enactment will mean

that millions of acres will be taken up, cultivated

and passed to private ownership which otherwise

would remain unclaimed for an indefinite period.

One would suppose from this that all land

under private ownership in Oregon is ot
cupied and used. But such is not the case. Much

of it might as well have remained unclaimed to

this day for all the good it does, except that it

furnishes a chance for unearned profits to its own

ers. Unless the State of Oregon is ready to take

measures to open up all privately owned land

withheld from use there is no reason why it should

be given control of land now under federal juris

diction. The voters have rejected measures that

would have brought into use privately owned land

now withheld. Unless they have changed their

views there is no good reason why they should

complain about withholding of land by the federal

government. S. D.

§ {}

Legal and Moral Rights to Property.

In answer to the question, “I’s private property

in land an evil that should be shunned as sin

against God?” a writer in the New Church Mes

senger says: -

We suppose that our questioner distinguishes be

tween private and public ownership, and holds that

land should be held by the public for the benefit of

all the people. We do not find either in the Scrip

tures or in Swedenborg any justification for the idea

that private ownership of land is wrong and is a

sin against God. In its last analysis God alone is

the owner of all kinds of property, because He is

the Creator. Man is only the steward of the Lord's

property. . . . In the Jewish Church the right

of possession of land was given. The land was di

vided among the tribes and families. One could not

alienate this right of possession. It inhered in

the individual family by right. “Every man dwelt

under his own vine and fig tree!” . . . Is there

any reason why the right of property in or legal

possession of land should not come under the gen

eral right of possession of other forms of property

or riches 2 The only reason, it seems to me, is that

the land is limited. The possession of it is in the

nature of a monopoly, and there is a feeling that all

monopolies should be publicly owned. . . . One

thing seems clear, that the law should provide that

use is the essential; ownership or possession the

secondary as the means for performing use.

§

It may be doubted if this quite meets the full

intent of the query. The essence of the qustion of

land ownrship hangs upon two points: First,

have all men equal right of access to land; and,

second, should those having exclusive possession

pay to the excluded their share of the common

value attaching to the land . According to the

Mosaic account of Creation, God made land and

man, nothing else. Land, in political economy, in

cludes nature outside of man, that is, all things in

a state of nature. Since men are spoken of all

through the Bible as the children of God, and

since they cannot live without having access to

land, or nature, it may be inferred that land was

made for the use of all men. It is, indeed, a great

storehouse to which men may go, and by their

labor take out what is necessary to satisfy their

wants. No man made himself; no man made the

land ; but what man takes out of the land by his

labor is his as against all other men. For, since

no man can rightfully own him, no man can justly

claim a right to what he has produced. The right

to the product of one's labor is included in the

right to one's body.

{}

If, however, one man be given the exclusive pos

session or ownership of the land upon which others

must live, he is clothed with power to exclude

them except upon his terms, which means a pay

ment by those who would labor, to the owner of

the land for the privilege of laboring. This is the

point involved in the question. “Is private prop

erty in land an evil that should be shunned as a

sin against God?” Clearly, there is nothing any

where in the Bible that justifies one of God’s chil

dren in charging another of His children for the

use of what God made for all His children. Such

an act, according to the plainest logic, would be a

sin and should be shunned by those who accept the

Bible as of divine origin. Nor would righteous

ness be established by limiting the ownership or

possession of land to use. It is palpably wrong for

any man to hold in idleness land that is needed by

another; but it is no less wrong for the owner to

keep for his own use the value of his holding that

has been made by his fellow men.

§

The Iłible, the laws of nature, and man's reason

all proclaim the equal right of every individual to

the use of the earth. But since land is put to bet

ter use when held in private possession, equity re

quires that those who are granted this exclusive

possession should pay to those who have been ex

cluded their proportionate share. This obligation

has never been seriously denied, but there has been

doubt as to its practicability. It was here that

Henry George discovered the law that adjusts

men's relations to each other, and establishes the
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right of all to the natural source of wealth, the

land. Government is necessary to maintain order

and to perform those social functions that lie be

yond the power of the individual. Government

must be supported by the people governed. Since,

therefore, the people have a natural right in the

land. Henry George proposed that those holding

exclusive possession of the land should pay into

the public treasury annually the value of such

possession. This annual payment by the land

owners would accomplish three purposes: Permit

the remission of all taxes upon labor products,

prevent the holding of land for purposes of specu

lation. and admit all to an equal participation in

the land values created by the people as a whole.

§

Private property in land is not an evil or sin if

the owner pays into the public treasury for the

common use of the people the annual value that

the people have conferred upon the land. But if

the owner pays into the public treasury only a

part of the value conferred by the people, and so

compels the taxation of labor products to support

the government, such private ownership is an evil

and a sin; for such action is nothing less than

permitting one man to collect tribute of another

for the use of what is clearly common to all.

S. C.

º; º;

Ohio's Land Tax Experiment.

A wise move was made by the Ohio Site Tax

League at its convention on February 2 in urging

the organized farmers, laborers and business men

of the State to send delegates to meet its own

representatives in conference on taxation. Should

the conference be held much misunderstanding

and distrust can be cleared away, and the desira

bility of co-operation between these different ele

ments can be shown. The rejection at recent

elections of taxation amendments was not because

of satisfaction with the existing system, but

because the propositions were evidently drawn to

give but one element the reforms it desired re

gardless of the needs of the rest of the people.

A measure endorsed by representatives of all ele

ments, at such a conference as the Site Tax

League proposes, must be more acceptable to the

voters.

º;

The representatives of the Site Tax League, if

called upon to do so, will have no trouble to fur

nish information showing that the Singleta X sys

tem is the one that will best serve the interests

of farmers, laborers and business men. They can,

furthermore, show that the State once prospered

under a tax system which embodied an approach

to the Singletax method. A pamphlet published

in 1913, prepared by J. W. Tannehill, statistician

of the State Auditor's oſlice, reproduces the early

taxation history of the State. The first tax law

of the State, adopted in 1804, provided a rather

crude method of taxation. Taxes were levied on

land which was divided for taxing purposes into

three classes. The levy was at 70 cents a hundred

acres on first-class land, and 50 cents a hundred

and 26 cents a hundred on the other classes. In

those days this classification was probably a rea

sonably accurate division of the land according

to value. The effect on the State is described in

Mr. Tannelill's pamphlet as follows:

It had the effect of compelling non-resident land

holders to either settle on their lands or sell them.

In 1810 non-residents paid almost twice as much

taxes in the State as residents, as at that time

their holdings were double the number of acres

owned by actual settlers. The system of taxation

produced few beneficial results. It caused a rapid

settlement of the State, and it soon wiped out ab

sentee landlordism. In 1815 non-residents owned

only half the taxable land, while in 1820 they held

only half as much land as residents. During the

same period the population of the State increased

from 47,000 to 581,000.

This rapid increase of population must have

caused correspondingly increase in land values,

but the method of applying the tax did not allow

it to be increased proportionally. There it de

parted vitally from the Singletax principle. The

rate was increased somewhat in 1810 and again

in 1820. The last increase made the levy on

each class $1.50, $1 and 50 cents a hundred acres

respectively. It still remained an arbitrary acre

age tax, and land values had so unevenly increased

that it was not even approximately apportioned

according to value. In 1824 Hamilton county,

containing Cincinnati, then the largest city of the

State, paid but $2,080 into the State Treasury,

“while sparsely settled Athens with no cities paid

$2,142.” The system should have been altered

by abolishing the arbitrary classification and sub

stituting a tax on land values for the acreage tax.

Instead of this, however, the present iniquitous

general property tax was adopted. The injustice

and inexpediency of this system has been evident

for years, and strict enforcement of all of its pro

visions is no longer attempted, for fear of resul

tant disaster. Even a partial enforcement has

lone the State great harm. The Site Tax League

can show that substitution of the land value tax

would not only give the State a just tax system.

but would bring prosperity to all useful elements

of the population, S. D,
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New Jersey's Progressive Business Men.

The organized manufacturers of New Jersey

have taken up the question of tax reform in an in

telligent, progressive way. Unlike similar organ

iations in some other States, they take a broad

view of the subject. They do not ask that reform

be limited so as to restrict its benfits to their own

immediate interests. They are farsighted enough

to know that an injury to one in the industrial field

is the concern of all. So they ask for relief of all in

dustry from taxation. Their specific demand is

for abolition of personal property taxes and grad

ual exemption of buildings from taxation. They

have formed a Merchants’ and Manufacturers’

Taxation League to conduct an active campaign

for the proposition. In this campaign the business

men should have the co-operation of organized

labor, and of the organized farmers also. The

fight is for relief of all who do useful work. So

all useful elements should unite in its support.

S. D.

§ {}

A Worthy Resolution.

The resolution introduced in the House of

Representatives by Congressman Keating of Colo

rado and to be introduced in the Senate by Sen

ator Kenyon, of Iowa, for investigation of the

cause of child poverty should be speedily passed

and a competent committee appointed. Poverty

is a subject which ought to have attention of Con

gress before anything else, until enough Congress

men able and willing to destroy the evil have

located the cause and passed the measure needed

to abolish it. Though child poverty is the only

kind named in the resolution, the investigation,

if ordered, should speedily disclose that child pov

ert v is a result of parental poverty, and then it

will be the committee's duty to find the cause

and cure of all poverty. Congress should have

been thoroughly posted on this matter long ago.

But it had better be posted late than never. The

Keating-Kenyon resolution should be pushed.

S. D.

{} ºf

An Unconstitutional Prosecution.

The final dismissal of the case against Margaret

Sanger is a confession of inexcusable error on the

part of the prosecution. Her alleged offense was

not that she had violated a law, but that she had

published arguments in behalf of permitting

something condemned by law. It is strange that

any district attorney, presumed to know that this

was but an exercise of a constitutionally guaran

teed right. should begin a prosecution of that

kind. It is strange that there should have been

wrongs outside may be remedied.

so much hesitation and delay in dismissing the

case. The saying that “Justice delayed is justice

denied” surely applies to Margaret Sanger, who

has had to bear for two years the burden of a

prosecution, instigated by federal officials, which

now is officially admitted to be groundless. There

is, furthermore, the fact to be noted that Mrs.

Sanger had friends who came to her aid with

money and who gave publicity to protests against

her treatment. It makes one wonder what would

have happened had she been friendless and penni

less. S. D.

º; º;

Root-Rocsevelt Statesmanship.

Elihu Root's address at New York on the 15th

was the usual jingo speech. It was an improvement

over Roosevelt’s similar outpourings, since it

came from one making no claims to progressive

ideas, and so had at least the merit of consistency.

Having never posed as an advocate of social jus

tice, Mr. Root can, with better grace than Roose

velt, close his eyes to legalized wrongs and out

rages within the United States, and urge his

countrymen to make immense sacrifices that lesser

lf, as is re

ported, the Republican National Committee in

tends to circulate the speech, it will only be addi

tional evidence of the hopelessly reactionary

character of that organization. If Root is to be

the Republican Presidential candidate it means

that the country will be offered an administration

bound to do the will of the internal economic ene

mies of the American people, and to advance the

policy of compulsory military service and war.

º;
-

Remarks about the alleged great wealth of the

American people occur with frequency throughout

the speech. Mr. Root probably thinks that wealth

to be a fact. But is it? There is great wealth in

the United States. Government statistics put the

amount at 187 billions. But it does not belong

to the American people. Two per cent of the people

own 60 per cent of it, thirty-three per cent own

35 per cent of it and sixty-five per cent own but 5

per cent of it. That means that there are two mil

lion Americans of an average financial worth of

$56,100 each, there are thirty-three million Amer

icans of an average financial worth of $1,865, and

sixty-five millions financially worth, on the aver

age, less than $15. The man with but $15 or the

family with only $7.5 has problems of more

vital importance requiring solution than anything

connected with European diplomacy, with Mexico

or with military defense. Sixty-five per cent of

the American people have such problems to solve
*
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There is no evidence whatever to show that the

two per cent who own 60 per cent of the national

wealth, consists of individuals who perform on an

average 3,740 times as much productive labor as

the average individual of the 65 per cent who

own but five per cent. Until the problem of just

distribution of wealth has been settled the Ameri

can people have more grievous wrongs at home to

right than any committed in Mexico, Belgium or

on the high seas. Has the Republican party no

statesman capable of comprehending a fact so

clear 2 S. D.

{} {}

Where Root and Roosevelt Misrepresent.

Even if it were true, as is asserted by Theodore

Roosevelt, Elihu Root and other jingoes that The

Hague Conference of 1899 bound the United

States to interfere with Germany's violation of

Belgium, it would not follow that President Wil

son was wrong in his policy of inaction. If

American delegates had pledged intervention by

the American people in any European entangle

ment. their act would have been morally void. If

the United States Senate had confirmed such a

treaty, the same would have been the case. The

moral rights of a government stop considerably

short of binding its people, without their consent,

to engaging in a war. And any claim of such a

right becomes exceedingly ridiculous when it is

not invoked until 15 years after the pledge is al

leged to have been given.

But as a matter of fact the American delegates

to The Hague Conference were not so lacking in

moral sense as to give such a pledge. The Phila

delphia Record of February 19 reproduces the fol

lowing from the autobiography of Andrew D.

White, chairman of the American delegation to

the conference:

July 22, 1899–In the morning the American dele

gation met, and Captain Mahan threw in a bomb re

garding Article 27, which requires that when any

two parties to the conference are drifting into war

the other parties should consider it a duty to re

mind them of the arbitration tribunal, etc. He

thinks that this infringes the American doctrine of

not entangling ourselves in the affairs of foreign

states, and will prevent the ratification of the con

vention by the United States Senate.

Captain Mahan's protest had results for the

American delegates adopted a declaration that

Nothing contained in any part of the convention

signed here should be considered as requiring us to

intrude, mingle or entangle ourselves in European

politics or internal affairs.

And then Mr. White tells that this declaration

was brought before the conference and

The conference was asked whether anyone had

any objection or anything to say regarding it. There

Was a pause of about a minute, which seemed to me

about an hour. Not a word was said—in fact, there

was dead sile ºce—and so our declaration embody

ing a reservation in favor of the Monroe Doctrine

was duly recorded and became part of the pro

ceedings. º

Thus the records show the recklessness and lack

of reliability of the leading advocates of war at any

cost. S. D.

§ {}

Pacifying Mexico.

If to the ordinary diversity of human judgment

there be added the pecuniary interests of conces

sion-holders, one may realize why there should be

conflicting opinions on the Mexican situation; and

if there be added to this the political interests of

American politicians in a Presidential year, it

will be seen how impossible an agreement must be.

Reports continue to come from Americans in Mex

ico, and from Americans who have been in Mexico,

to the effect that the revolution has been a failure,

that Carranza is constantly losing power, and that

sooner or later the United States will have to re

store order. Possibly this is true, but there is as

yet no disinterested testimony upon which to base

such a conclusion. All news from Mexico should

be read with two distinct facts in mind: First,

that either American intervention, or a restora

tion of the old regime, will enrich the concession

aires; and, second, that \merican official relations

with Mexico are expressed through a Democratic

Administration, and it is the unwritten law of

politics that what one party does the other must

condemn.

{}

Beside the financially interested, and the politi

cally interested critics of the Administration, there

is a third class of critics, those who live near the

Mexican border, and claim the right of opinion

from personal knowledge. Senator Fall, of New

Mexico, appears to be one of these. Another is

The Spectator, of El Paso, which takes The Public

to task for presuming to express an opinion upon

a matter regarding which it must necessarily know

so little. Possibly The Spectator is right. Its

facilities for attending cock-fights and bull-fights

just across the border, and its familiarity with

Mexicans who have come to El Paso for the good

of their own country, doubtless does give it a more

intimate acquaintance with a certain class or kind

of Mexicans; as The Public knows something

of a similar class of human beings in Chicago.

But just as The Public would strenuously object

to any other nation's coming in here to stop the
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murders and hold-ups, so it asks The Spectator to

respect a little longer a similar feeling among

Mexicans. It refuses to believe the hold-up men

of Chicago, or the ruflians along the Rio Grande

are typical of their respective countries.

§

The Spectator insists that conditions in Mexico

are worse than ever before. The natives “are, per

haps, not killing one another off quite so fast as

in the past, but Mexico is a closed door to the peo

ple of the United States today. How long, we

wonder, do The Public and other peace papers

imagine that the American people are going to

stand for such a condition ?” The answer to that

question will depend largely upon who is elected

President next November. We exercise our right

to keep out Chinese and Japanese, and we are con

sidering a bill to keep out Europeans; but as Mex

ico is much smaller and weaker than we are, our

recognition of her sovereignty will depend upon

the summer's political campaign. Should the

present Administration be returned to power,

Mexico will doubtless have further time in which

to set her house in order. Should Mr. Root or Mr.

Roosevelt, or any other statesman who lays his

course by reversing that of the Administration be

elected, it is not unlikely that the door will be

kicked open, the old regime restored, and the

claims of the concessionaires recognized. The

Mexican problem is difficult at best, and when

complicated by the interests of investors in that

country, and politicians in this, it calls for pa

tience and forbearance. S. C.

{:} {}

The Latest in Imperialism.

The proposition to buy the Danish West In

dies has been revived. A Democratic administra

tion should not give it a moment's consideration.

The islands are not Denmark's to sell. She has a

clear enough legal title, but morally it is for the

people of the islands to say whether or not they

wish to be annexed. If they want to be annexed,

then it is their duty to first let the fact become

unmistakably known and arrange with the Dan

ish government for independence. That dome,

they could take up the annexation proposition with

the United States. If they do not want to be

annexed, then to buy them would be to buy stolen

goods, as we did when we bought the Philippines.

In either case the purchase proposition is wrong.

It is but a part of the preparedness plans put for

ward by those who can not understand that hon

esty is the best policy with nations as it is with

individuals. S. D.

PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTA

TION'S LEADER.

John II. Humphreys, author of “I’roportional

Representation,” now touring the United States,

was the consulting expert, both of the British and

South African governments in connection with the

adoption of proportional representation for Ire

land and South Africa. He is the secretary of the

Proportional Representation Society of London

and the leading English speaking authority on the

subject.

Within the last few years this movement has

made astonishing progress. Proportional Repre

sentation which yesterday was but a theory is now

in practical operation throughout great areas of

the civilized world, including such countries as

Denmark, Belgium, Japan, Tasmania, Sweden,

Union of South Africa, Transvaal, Bulgaria, Wur

temberg and in nine cantons of Switzerland. The

Irish Home Rule bill provides for it and it will

shortly be in operation in the colony of New Zea

land. Before the war broke out, France and Hol

land were practically committed to its adoption.

It is in operation in but one American city—

Ashtabula, ()hio. The first election under this

system was in November last, when seven council

men were elected. E. J. B.ATTEN.

The greater the American army, the greater the

American navy will be, the smaller will be the

American people.—Meyer London.

§ {}

Navies and armies are insurance for the wealth

of the leisure class of a nation invested abroad.—

Rear Admiral F. E. Chadwick, at Clarke University

Conference.

There are thousands who live by war; it is their

harvest, and the clamor which these people keep

up in the newspapers and conversation passes un

suspiciously for the voice of the people, and it is

not until the mischief is done that the deception is

discovered.—Thomas Paine.
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INCIDENTAL SUGGESTIONS

UNEARNED INCREMENT IN PANAMA.

Sandy Spring, Maryland, Feb. 15.

Every person who really thinks on public ques

tions, whose mind reaches beyond the narrow con

fines of his immediate surroundings and daily rou

time, should give earnest thought to the contro

versy between Gen. Goethals and the Joint Land

Commission at Panama, as a very important prin

ciple is involved.

Briefly stated, Gen. Goethals believes that in

making awards for land taken by the U. S. Govern

ment the price should be based on its value in 1903

before the canal construction began, while the Com

mission, or its sponsor, Mr. Charles Melville Brown,

takes the position that the land owners should be

paid the actual present market value of their prop

erty. Gen. Goethals has stated publicly that the

United States is being robbed of many millions of

dollars by this attitude, and let us see whether he is

right or wrong.

When the die was finally cast and this nation

proceeded to carry out the grandest undertaking

of the kind that the world ever saw there were no

half way measures. The most able engineers that

could be found—Wallace, Stevens and Shonts—

were employed to outline the work; a genius for

organization and construction—Goethals—was then

placed in charge; while the vitally essential feature

of sanitation was left in the hands of a man of per

haps equal talent and ability—Gorgas. How well

the task was accomplished can only be fully appre

ciated by one who has visited the Canal and seen

with his own eyes what difficulties had to be faced,

and how completely (with the single exception of

the slides) these were overcome. A notoriously

sickly region made safe and healthy, a nine mile

gash cut through the mountains, impenetrable jun

gles and miasmatic marshes transformed into solid

thoroughfares and arable land, a vast tract of 160

square miles turned into a permanent lake, and an

enormous and complicated system of locks working

with the precision of a perfectly constructed ma

chine.

Of course this cost an immense amount of money

-hundreds of millions of dollars—and every penny

Was paid by the American people. Even now the

expenses are far more than the receipts, and there

* not the slightest prospect that those who paid

the bill, which means nearly every human being in

the whole country, will ever get any of the money

back, the cost of operation, interest charges, etc.,

*qualling the tolls. Every patriot should be will

ing to lose it in such a good cause—the protection
it. gives to our coasts, the great and lasting assist

º it. affords to commerce, especially with our sis.

º "epublics in South America, and the satisfac

* of knowing that we have conferred a world

.." benefit. But to divert any part of our money

"... sake of fattening the pockets of mere sei

..". to add to the heavy expense by en

ca." Speculators who did nothing to advance the

seeing * reward men whose service consisted in

pay . at their title deeds were duly recorded, to

* One cent more than their land would now

be worth if the enterprise had been abandoned—

this is gross injustice, it is a tribute instead of a

fair and proper remuneration, it is just what Gen.

Goethals calls it: “Robbery of the people of the

United States.” ALLAN FAIRQU H.A.R.

NEWS NARRATIVE

The figures in brackets at the ends of paragraphs refer

to volumes and pages of The Public for earlier informa

tion on the same subject.

-:

Week ending Tuesday, February 22, 1916.

Crosser's Bill to Relieve Unemployment.

IRepresentative IRobert B. Crosser of Ohio intro

duced on February 11 a bill to put in operation

the recommendation of the Department of Labor

in regard to creating new opportunities for the

unemployed. The bill provides formation of “The

National Colonization Board,” to consist of the

Secretaries of Labor, of the Interior and of Agri

culture. The Secretary of Labor is to be chair

man. Any of the Secretaries may designate an

Assistant Secretary in his department to act on

the Board in his stead. The Board will be re

quired to select portions of the public domain or

adjoining privately owned lands suitable for farm

ing, grazing, lumbering or other industry for col

onizing purposes. It is furthermore empowered

to withdraw from entry any public lands, includ

ing those in Alaska, and including timber, coal,

water power sites and other resources and reserve

them for colonies. No land now withdrawn from

entry may be restored without the approval of the

Colonization Board. After selecting areas for col

onization the Board will make a detailed plan for

development, including plans for clearing of the

land and construction, maintenance and operation

of the roads, ditches and other works necessary to

make it accessible and cultivable. The bill then

states:

That the title to all lands whatsoever retained or

acquired by the United States and included in farm

colony reserves or in irrigation or other withdrawals,

or in national parks, national forests or other reser

vations, the same being included in any colony proj

ect, shall remain forever in the Unitel States Gov

ernment; and the Colonization Board is hereby au

thorized, under such rules and regulations as it may

establish and subject to the provisions of this Act,

to issue to any person over twenty-one years of age

who is a citizen of the United States, or who has

declared his intention of becoming such, a terminable

permit or lease for the use of agricultural or grazing

land owned by the United States Government.

No permit or lease for the use of any parcel of

land shall be issued except to the person by whom

said land shall be actually used and occupied and

during a period only in which said land shall be

used and occupied by said person or the designated

heirs or assigns thereof; and the question of fact in
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any particular case of what is actual use and occu

pancy within the spirit and purpose of this Act shall

be determined by the Colonization Board, subject to

appeal to the district Federal court in the district in

which such land is located, which court shall pro

ceed in the same manner as in cases for the con

demnation of land; and any permit or lease of land

decided as not being used or occupied as aforesaid

shall be subject to cancellation by the board.

Four per cent of the cost of all public improve

ments involved in the project, and of loans made

to individual colonists, is to be collected from

lessees each year, through a charge to be known

as “improvement charge” and to be “assessed

against each parcel of land.” From this the Gov

ernment is to be reimbursed. In addition is this

provision:

A charge to be known as the “tax charge” (in ad

dition to the improvement charge hereinbefore pro

vided ), such tax charge to be reasonable percentage

of the assessed value of the land, shall be collected

each year by the board from the permittee or lessee.

From the tax charges so collected there shall be paid

by the board equitable proportions thereof to the

state, county, and other local governments rendering

services within the area of the colonization project,

corresponding to the local current tax rate, but not

to exceed three per centum of the said assessed

value; and the remainder of the said tax charge shall

be paid into the “colonization fund” of the treasury

of the United States, to be used as provided for in

section eight.

All improvement charges and tax charges shall be

paid in annual installments to such local officers and

under such rules and regulations as the board may

determine, and a failure to make payments for two

successive years shall render the permit or lease sub

ject to cancellation by the board with the forfeiture

of all rights under this act.

Provision is made for a rotary fund of $50,000,

000 for individual loans to colonists. The fund

is to be obtained through treasury certificates in

denominations as low as $20, hearing interest at 3

per cent. As fast as colonists repay their indebt

edness to this fund the Board may use the money

over again indefinitely for like purposes. After

selecting locations for the colonies, the Board is

authorized to employ laborers to do the necessary

clearing and other preparatory work. Continu

ing the bill states:

And the board shall, through said Department of

Labor and as soon as possible, bring together, colo

nize, and locate upon the land a body or group of

persons or families as settlers, in the requisite

number, who are presumably most suitable to the

conditions of such project and who will be the most

benefited thereby.

Upon arranging for the location of said settlers

in such project the board shall arrange for develop

ing local timber growth, coal deposits, water power,

or other resources owned and reserved for the pur

pose by the United States, and for constructing

power plants, transmission lines, telephone lines,

and other works, and to maintain and operate the

same for the purpose of providing to the settlers at

cost prices, and for their domestic use only, lumber,

coal, power, light, telephone, and other domestic

Services.

The Board is to provide for co-operative pur

chasing of supplies and for co-operative marketing

of farm products by settlers. Other provisions

are :

That the National Colonization Board shall, from

and after the passage of this Act, execute or cause

to be executed all laws affecting any forest reserve

or national forest, or any portion thereof, included

within any colonization project, and all timber-sale

contracts applying within such projects shall be

made by the board in conformity with a plan for

maintaining as far as possible a continuous and sus

tained annual yield and cut of timber within the

area of the project, to the end that continuous and

profitable employment may be provided for settlers

whom the board may colonize as being suited to and

desirous of work in the operation of logging, saw

milling, tree planting, or other forest industries. . . .

Eight hours shall constitute a day's work.

The minimum wage per day of eight hours' dura

tion for any class of labor shall be not less than the

average wage per day of average duration received

in the locality by the respective class of labor work

ing under conditions equivalent to those prevailing

in operations conducted under this Act.

All wages shall be paid at intervals not greater

than sixteen days.

No person under the age of sixteen years shall be

employed for any purpose whatsoever. . . .

That the Colonization Board is hereby authorized

to negotiate and co-operate with the owner or own

ers of any lands within or near public lands or reser

vations covered by a contemplated colonization proj

ect, whether such owner or owners be any individual,

State, corporation, firm, or other concern, for the

purpose of adapting, as far as may be practicable,

the development and settlement of said lands to the

colonization project involved; and the board may use

the colonization fund to survey and examine such

lands and formulate a plan for their development

and settlement. . . .

That the Colonization Board is hereby authorized

to delegate to any of its agents such of its powers

and duties under this Act as it may deem necessary;

and said board is further empowered, authorized, and

directed to make such rules and regulations and

establish such services as may be necessary and

proper for carrying out the ultimate purpose of this

Act. said purpose being to so utilize or cause to be

utilized the resources within the United States, how

ever owned, as to secure for actual or prospective

American citizens permanent and profitable employ

ment.

§

The bill was referred to the ('ommittee on Pub

lic Lands, which consists of Ferris of Oklahoma.

Taylor of Colorado, Raker of California, Hayden of

.\rizona. Stout of Montana, ("hurch of ("alifornia.

|)ill of Washington, Mays of Utah. Tillman of

Arkansas, Gandy of South Dakota, McLemore of

Texas, McClintic of Oklahoma, Lenroot of Wis

consin, La Follette of Washington, Kent of Cali
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fornia, Sinnott of Oregon, Smith of Idaho, Cram

ton of Michigan, Timberlake of Colorado, Free

man of Connecticut and Wickersham of Alaska.

|See vol. xviii, pp. 1242, 1246, 1257.

Other Congressional Doings.

A favorable report on the resolution to print

100,000 copies of the report of the Commission on

Industrial Relations was made by the Senate com

mittee on printing on February 14. The resolu

tion has already passed the House. On February

17 it came up, but on objection of Senator Hoke

Smith of Georgia was postponed. The Senate

passed on February 15 the Newlands resolution

for an inquiry to determine feasibility of govern

ment ownership and operation of railways, wire

lines and other public service corporations.

The House Democratic caucus on February 17,

by a vote of 84 to 20, decided in favor of the repeal

of the free sugar clause of the Underwood tariff

bill. As the law now stands the free sugar clause

would go into effect on May 1. The following gave

notice that they would not be bound by the caucus

decision: Almon of Alabama, Bailey of Penn

sylvania, Calloway of Texas, Hilliard and Keating

of Colorado, Howard of Georgia, Johnson of

Kentucky, Tavenner of Illinois, Thompson of

Oklahoma and Van Dyke of Minnesota. | See cur

rent volume, page 154.] -

Senator Kenyon of Iowa has announced his in

tention to introduce on February 24, in the Sen

ate, a resolution identical with that of Congress

man Keating of Colorado, introduced in the House

on February 8, and empowering the President to

appoint a commission to inquire into the causes of

child poverty and suggest remedies therefore. The

resolutions, after referring to reports of recruiting

officers that 50 per cent of applicants for enlist

ment are defective, and that other Federal officials

report widespread child poverty, give the follow

ing additional reasons for appointment of the com
lill SSlon :

Child poverty, which may be defined as insufficient

food and clothing and habitations detrimental to hu

man life, is certain to produce weak, defective, and

delinquent adults; and

This is the richest country in the world, blessed

With abundant natural resources and a power of pro

º unequaled in the history of the human race;

Child poverty and the consequent increase of unfit

ºuts in the United States are due to conditions

. the scope of legislation and present a problem

"h should engage the attention of the Congress

ºf the United states.

- º;

th: Nicaragua Treaty.

1Sº Senate, by a vote of 55 to 1s. ratified on the

} the treaty with Nicaragua, whereby the

"| States acquires an option on the Nicaragua

canal route, and a ninety-nine year lease of a naval

base in the gulf of Fonseca for $3,000,000. A pro

viso added to the ratification declares that the

United States, in obtaining the naval base, does

not intend to violate any existing rights in the

Fonseca gulf of Costa Rica, Honduras and Salva

dor, which protested against the agreement. The

provisions of the treaty are:

“Article I. The government of Nicaragua grants

in perpetuity to the government of the United States,

forever free from all taxation or other public charge,

the exclusive proprietary rights necessary for the

construction of an interoceanic canal by way of the

San Juan river and the Great Lake of Nicaragua, or

by way of any route over Nicaraguan territory, the

details of the terms upon which such canal shall be

constructed to be agreed to by the two governments.

“Article II. To enable the government of the

United States to protect the Panama canal and the

proprietary rights granted to the government of the

United States by the foregoing article, the govern

ment of Nicaragua hereby leases for a term of ninety

nine years to the government of the United States

the islands in the Caribbean Sea known as Great

Corn Island and Little Corn Island; and the govern

ment of Nicaragua further grants to the United

States for a like period the right to establish a naval

base at such place on the territory of Nicaragua bor

dering upon the Gulf of Fonseca as the government

of the United States may select.

“Article III. The government of the United States

shall, upon the date of the exchange of ratification of

this convention, pay for the benefit of the republic

of Nicaragua the sum of $3,000,000 United States gold

coin.”

|See vol. xvii. p. 807.]

§ {}

Sanger Case Dismissed.

Federal Judge ('layton finally dismissed on Feb

ruary 19 the indictment against Mrs. Margaret

Sanger, accused of sending improper matter

through the mails. She had advocated in her

paper, The Woman Rebel, repeal of the laws for

bidding circulation of information regarding birth

control. On this the charge was based. The case

has been before the court for two years, and sev

eral times, when ready for trial, was continued

on request of the prosecution. ||See current vol

ume, page 35.]

{} {}

Tax Reform in New Jersey.

The taxation committee of the New Jersey legis

lature has set aside March 1 as the day for a hear

ing on a series of hills introduced by the Manu

facturers and Merchants' Taxation League. The

bills provide for exemption from taxation of ma

chinery, merchandise and household goods, and

gradual reduction of the tax on buildings and in

creasing the rate on land. The Manufacturers’

Association of New Jersey has endorsed the bills.

The officers and directors of the Manufacturers’

and Merchants’ Taxation League are: I’resident.

William L. Lyall, Brighton Mills, Passaic; vice
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president, Charles H. Ingersoll, Robert H. Inger

soll & Bro., Trenton ; treasurer, Charles F. Cush

man, Montclair; Richard Chambers, real estate,

Camden; Frederick W. Donnolly, mayor, Tren

ton; Sigmund Eisner, clothing manufacturer, Red

Bank; Mark M. Fagan, mayor, Jersey City; Clin

ton E. Fisk, Jersey City; Edmund B. Osborne,

the Osborne Co., Newark; Dan Fellows Platt, En

glewood; Thomas L. Raymond, mayor, Newark;

William Riddle, mayor, Atlantic City; Bertram II.

Saunders, Hohokus Bleachery: Frazier A. Sofield,

Denville; secretary, Gladwin Bouton, with head

quarters in the Kinney Bldg., Newark, N. J. | See

current volume, page 59.] -

{} {}

Chicago Telephone Fight.

Application for an injunction was made on Feb

ruary 19 by John Fitzpatrick, president of the

Chicago Federation of Labor, to restrain the Mayor

and Council of Chicago from allowing the sale of

the local automatic telephone system to the Chi

cago Telephone Company. The application states

that the proposed sale is a violation of the Sher

man anti-trust law, and would be in fulfillment

of a conspiracy to unlawfully and fraudulently

deprive the city of property and rights to which

it is entitled. The plea came up for a hearing be

fore Judge Windes on February 21 and was post

poned until March 6. Judge Windes refused to

issue a temporary injunction, holding that the

Council would not pass the ordinance while the

suit was pending. The ordinance was to come

before the Council on February 21, but no action

was taken. [See current volume, page 132.]

{} {}

Charity Organizations Challenged.

Judge Henry Neil of Oak Park, Illinois, the

originator of Mothers' pension legislation in the

United States, has issued a general challenge to

representatives of organized charity to debate the

following:

Resolved, That poverty is a social disease that can

never be relieved, nor cured, by begging.

The form of the statement will be changed,

should that he asked by one accepting the chal

lenge. He says in his challenge that he expects to

prove the following in debate:

That charity does not relieve poverty to any con

siderable extent.

That poverty increases at a higher rate than con

tributions to charity funds.

That mothers and children are separated and fam

ilies broken up simply because of poverty.

That most of the juvenile crime and delinquency

and physical defects are caused by child poverty.

That child poverty is one of the most expensive

luxuries that taxpayers have to pay for.

That organized charity has become the sixth largest

private business in America.

That it has a closely knit organization, similar in

purpose and operation to a political machine.

That so-called schools of philanthropy are teaching

young men to conduct loan offices which charge the

poor people as much as 200 per cent a year for small

loans.

That organized charity has been and now is the

bitter enemy of the mothers' pension law and has

spent thousands of dollars in attempting to defeat

legislation for the benefit of destitute mothers and

children.

That the tendency of organized charity is to per

petuate charity ond poverty. -

That employes of charity societies are terrorized

by the “higher ups” and do not dare speak their

minds about the situation.

That organized charity has no constructive social

plan.

That it claims and successfully maintains a mon

opoly of begging.

§ {}

Mexico,

The Carranza government, according to Moises

Saenz, director of education in the State of Guam

ajuato, is compelling large land owners through

out Mexico to pay the principle cost of educating

the rural population. The land owners are re

quired to provide the school houses and pay the

teachers; the government supplies the books and

other requisites. Thousands of such schools, Mr.

Saenz says, have been established. Two million

pesos, silver, have been spent for primary books

alone. The American system is being substituted

for the French, which hitherto prevailed. The

new programs call for three years of English.

Formerly this was devoted to French, which has

now been reduced to six months in the college

preparatory schools. [See current volume, page

15.

{}

President Wilson sent to the Senate on the 17th

his report in response to Senator Fall's resolution

of January 6, calling for documents on the rela

tions between the United States and Mexico. Some

documents are still withheld because of their con

fidential nature. Secretary Lansing reports 123

Americans killed in Mexico during the last five

years. Senator Fall has a list of thirty-nine Amer

jeans killed in Mexico, not included in Mr. Lan

sing’s list. Mr. Lansing does not think it re

markable that 76 Americans lost their lives in

Mexico in the last three years, when it is remem

hered that during the three years previous 47.

Americans lost their lives when a much smaller

area was disturbed by war.

º; º;

European War.

The German forces on the west front have con

tinued their nibbling at the French and British

lines. Southeast of Ypres and in the Champagne

district they captured first line trenches, some of

which were recaptured ; but nothing seems to have

been done to materially affect the general situa

tion. Increasing activities are reported from the

Riga-Dyinsk front, where the Russians claim small
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gains from the Germans. In Galicia the Rus

sians continue to mass troops, and increase the

pressure on the Austrian lines.

ume, page 156.]

&

No developments of importance are reported

from the Balkans. Roumania continues her threat

ening attitude toward Bulgaria and Austria, while

the Turkish reverses in Armenia are weakening

Bulgaria's Turkish support. Czar Ferdinand, who

has been in Berlin and Vienna consulting with

the military authorities, has hastened home to his

capital to meet the new conditions. Austrian

forces continue their slow movement through Al

bania. Nothing is reported of the forces threat

ening Saloniki. -

§

Italy in an official statement claims that the

Austrians have on the Italian front twelve army

corps, or 480,000 men, entrenched and fortified.

The report claims that the Austrians have lost

200,000 men, and that Italy holds 30,000 of them

prisoners. While Italian gains of territory are

comparatively small, the report claims that Italy

has been of great service to the entente by hold

ing on her front large bodies of men who other

wise would have gone to reinforce the other armies.

#

The chief interest centers on the Armenian

front, where, on the 16th, the Russians, after a

fire day battle, captured Erzerum, which is to Ar

menia what Przemysl is to Galicia. The earlier re

ports claimed for the victors 1,000 cannon and

100,000 men; but it is probable that these are ex

aggerated as to the number of men. Later reports

indicate that the Turkish forces are utterly de

moralized, and are fleeing helplessly before the

pursuing Russians, who now control the entire

Lake Van district, and are pushing on past Tiflis

toward the Turkish line of communications be

tween Constantinople and Bagdad. Another Rus

sian force is within a few miles of Trebizond, the

Turkish Black Sea port, while still another army

southeast of Urimiah is headed toward Mosul.

The lesser Russian forces west of Hamadan in

ersia, are moving in the direction of Bagdad.

Both this force and that headed toward Mosul tend

tº relieve the pressure of the British at Kut-el

Amara. British reinforcements are now ascend

"g the Tigris to the relief of the two beleaguered

forces below Bagdad. No developments are re

!"tted of the threatened attack on Egypt.

{:}

\"", warfare continues to claim attention.

ºth Zeppelins and aeroplanes are active. Ger

" hydroaeroplanes crºssed the Channel and

º towns on the Kentish coast, and attacked

'" "' tank steamers, but the damage was slight,

"" men and a boy are reported as killed. -

|See current vol

The British House of Commons on the 21st

voted the government additional credit to the

amount of $2,100,000,000, which is expected to

carry the war to the end of May. Since the be

ginning of the war credits to the amount of $10,

410,000,000 have been voted. Of this amount

$845,000,000 have been loaned to the Allied coun

tries, besides the loans made by the Bank of Eng

land at the request of the government. Premier

Asquith said the loans to the Allies would not

exceed the $2,115,000,000 provided for in the Sep

tember budget. Credits voted the French govern

ment by the Deputies since the beginning of the

war amount to $7,704,600,000. Germany's war

expenditures to the end of 1915 are reported to be

$7,500,000,000. Premier Asquith said in his ad

dress to Parliament that the utmost economy was

being practiced, and that he felt conſident that

the daily cost of the war would not rise above

25,000,000.
-

º;

Negotiations between the United States and

Germany over the submarine war are again dead

locked. The American Government refuses to ac

cept the German concessions in the Lusitania aſ

fair unless Germany modifies her notice to treat

as war vessels merchantmen carrying small guns

for defense.

—Emma Goldman was arrested in New York on

February 18, after delivering a lecture advocating

birth control.

—The Illinois Suffrage law does not permit women

to vote for delegates to national conventions, accord

ing to a decision of the State Supreme Court ren

dered on February 16. 1 See vol. xviii, p. 1019.]

—The Hampden County (Mass.) Singletax League

was formed at Springfield on February 15. Frank E.

Smith, of Chicopee Falls, is president, John B.

Knight of Chicopee Falls, treasurer, and Mrs. Flor

ence A. Burleigh, of Springfield, secretary.

—Because the German military authorities in Bel

gium fined the village of Boitesford, near Brussels,

$1,250 on account of the suicide of one of its citi

zens by shooting, the burgomaster has posted a card

reading: “If it is necesary to commit suicide, please

drown or hang yourself.”

–Plans are being laid for a singletax exhibit at

the “Good Homes” exhibition in Springfield (Mass.)

during the first week in April. The committee in

charge consists of F. E. Smith and John Knight of

Chicopee Falls, Frank Grant of Westfield and Mrs.

Florence Burleigh of Springfield.

—The New York Republican State Convention on

February 16 elected four unpledged delegates-at

large to the National convention. The result was a

compromise after a fight between Governor Whitman

and . William Barnes. The delegates are Governor

Charles S. Whitman, Senator James Wadsworth, Jr.,

Frederick C. Tanner and Elon B. Brown.
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Statistics of exports and imports of the United

States (See current volume, page 38) for the twelve

months ending December, 1915, as given by the

Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce for

December, 1915, were as follows:

Exports. Imports. Balance.

Merchandise. $3,550,915,393 $1,778,605,855 §1,772,309,538 Expt.

Gold . . . . . . . . 31,425,918 451,954,590 420,528,672 Impt.

Silver . . . . . . . 53,598,SS4 34,483,964 19,114,920 Expt.

Total . . . . . $3,635,940,195 §2,265,044,409 $1,370,895,786 Expt.

The exports of merchandise for December, 1915,

the seventeenth month of the war, were $359,301,274,

as compared with $245,632,558 in December, 1914,

and $233,195,628 in 1913. The imports for Decem

ber, 1915, were $171,841,665, as compared with $114,

656,545 in 1914, and $184,025,571 in 1913. The ex

ports for December, 1915, were the largest of any

December, and the exports for 1915 were the largest

of any year.

PRESS OPINIONS

Radicalism Needed in Universities.

Harvard Crimson, February 19.-He would be very

rash who would suppose that a man could attain to

a professorship in a university of repute without hav

ing shown some capacity for original thought. But

with the student this does not necessarily hold.

There are innumerable instances to prove that a man

may pass admission examinations to college without

having ever experienced the sensation of having a

thought of his own; he can buy the thoughts he

needs at so much per hour. And there are only fewer

instances to prove that he can also obtain his degree

without showing an iota of originality. That is why

a greater leaven of radicalism in college teaching is

desirable. The question whether a certain group of

ideas be inculcated or not is of slight importance

compared to the need of arousing real intellectual

turmoil. A great many staid, conservative students

wander unsuspectingly into Economics A, and are

startled to learn that protectionism is not a doctrine

of certified divine origin. It worries them for a time

to find that the universe of thought is not entirely

plotted into straight, narrow, and exclusive paths;

then they weather the crisis and return smugly to

the old beliefs. But this stirring up has done some

good; and more stirrings up would do more good. . . .

Strong and radical opinions, startlingly expressed,

usually do have the virtue of awakening thought,

at least in opposition. There is no danger that the

state will be overthrown by the ideas of most Ameri

can collegians; but there is great danger that too

many of them will become mere insensible cogs in

the wheels of the established machinery.

§ {:}

Crosser's Splendid Bill.

Cleveland (O.) Press, Feb. 17.-That bill of Rep

resentative Crosser's, providing for the colonizing

of unemployed workers by the government on public

lands—agricultural, grazing and forest—still remain

ing under government ownership, is mighty interest

ing. No doubt it would solve in a large measure the

problem of unemployment, but just for the moment

our interest is in the following paragraph from our

Washington correspondence on the subject:

‘‘Title to the lands is to remain forever in the govern

ment. The land is to be theirs and their heirs so long

as they use and occupy it.”

. If Crosser's bill goes through, “the land is to

be the settlers' as long as they use or occupy it.”

That is, Uncle Sam will assert his ownership to the

extent of not letting bankers, land monopolists and

sharks generally force occupants off the lots and

acres where they are toiling for a living. And in

order to keep the sharks away, he'll be the banker

who will loan the money to the hard working tenant

who needs the cash to improve the land and make a

living for himself, his wife and his children. That's

fine! That plan appeals to us. It will mean a real

blow at the growing landlordism in this country. It

will mean more crops, less unemployment, more lib

erty, more homes, lower cost of living—and—ah,

pshaw! there isn't room to tell all the important

things it will mean to the common people of America.

º; º;

Preparedness Hostile to Democracy.

Kansas City Post, Feb. 16.-It would be essentially

the position of so great a champion of democracy

and the humanities as Francis Neilson to oppose pre

paredness. The democratic member of the English

parliament has a keenly appreciative idea of what

“preparedness” means. He knows it to be only a

euphonism for extreme militarism. Mr. Neilson, in

declaring that “preparedness” foments war has in

mind the substantial fact that England feared Ger

many's preparedness on land and Germany feared

England's navy. Both were “preparerd” and each

got what it prepared for. There would be no reason

to prepare for war without having it. So that “pre

paredness” found its logical conclusion. It always

will. The two nations “prepared” so thoroughly they

were afraid of each other's growing preparedness.

If the brilliant English thinker is thoroughly at home

on any subject, it is war. He conceives a fine dis

tinction between “preparedness” and national de

fense. He has, as all democrats have, a thorough

hatred of the military. He knows that militarism

and democracy are antithetic; that in no stage of

civilization do they complement one another. Wars

virtually would be impossible if the peoples of

various nations knew the successive steps by which

their diplomats—usually representatives of grasping

economic interests—attempt “manifest destinies” in

commerce under the guise of needful national ex

pansion. Wars usually are the final expression of

lustful greed.

RELATED THINGS

CONTRIBUTIONS AND REPRINT

“PREPAREDNESS.”

For The Public.

God, the Eternal Right, command us now—

Here at the parting of the ways we stand.

Custom and greed cry loud for armament,

And fear makes mock at our defenseless land.
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The sons of war may one day cross our sea—

God of the Past, dare we depend on thee?

Lo, it is midnight in a garden black,

And One in grip of hell, stands undismayed.

A sword, rejected, lying at his feet,

And angel legions keen to give Him aid.

He makes his choice in earth's supremest hour,

And journeys forth to Calvary—and power!

Our time has come to choose—God help us now!

“Who takes the sword shall perish by the sword.”

And every land, since history began,

Has proved the sure fulfillment of that word.

We arm, and peace turns back a thousand years;

We arm, and die—the victim of our fears.

Throw down thine arms, O Nation of God's hope!

We will not chain our land to ages dead,

But trusting Love, dare the onslaughts of hell,

Like Him who trod for us the wine-press red.

And count it glory, though we shed our blood,

So earth shall reap eternal brotherhood'

—Mrs. M. P. Boynton.

§ {}

ECONOMIC HISTORY OF A

QUARTER ACRE.

For The Public.

I

In my checkered career I had the pleasure of

being connected for four years with the adminis

tration of that heroic Governor, John P. Altgeld,

as Secretary of the Bureau of Labor Statistics

of Illinois. The duty of this Bureau was to issue

a biennial report on some subject connected with

the interest of labor.

The first report issued by us (1894), known as

the Eighth Biennial Report, was on the subject

of taxation in Illinois, Chicago being the chief

field of inquiry. When all the material had been

gathered together and tabulated, Louis F. Post

was sent for, came to Springfield and wrote the

text. When completed we printed one thousand

advance copies, sent them to the daily and weekly

papers and the monthly and quarterly magazines

for review. Each copy was accompanied by a

condensed statement of what it contained.

The law relating to the printing of official re

ports limits the issue to thirty-five hundred copies

unless otherwise ordered by the Governor, Secre

tary of State, and State Auditor. When this re

port was finished, I felt that we had performed

an extraordinary task and that it would be much

sought after by the progressive thinkers and radi

cal reformers outside of Illinois.

I therefore called on the Governor and told him

what we had, gave my opinion of its worth and re

quested that an order be issued for an extra edi

tion. But he was in an ugly mood and declined

to do so. He said he couldn’t afford to spend the

State's money unless he was sure it was well

spent; that up to date none of the departments

had printed a report that was worth looking at ;

that the– commission had printed their re

port some time ago; that it made him sick every

time he looked at it; that they were nearly all

down in the basement of the State House, where

they ought to remain, as they were as vapid as last

year's almanac and not worth the postage they

would cost to send them out. “Schilling,” he

said, “get your report printed and if it is worth

anything the people will find it out, but be sure

to have a request for every report you send and

then we will see what will happen.”

While the Governor's attitude disappointed me,

I felt sure the requests would come. One day,

while in Chicago, I met my friend, Col. F. S.

Marton, who published a monthly Populist paper

with a circulation of 70,000. I told him about the

report; that I had sent him a copy and asked him

to review it. Instead of reviewing it, however, he

simply put in an announcement calling attention

to the report, stating that it could be had for the

asking by either writing to the Governor or to

the Bureau of Labor. Great Scott ' How those

Populists of the West and Middle West broke

loose and sent in their requests. One morning the

Governor's colored messenger came down with an

armful of these requests with the remark: “We

done got a heap of mail this marnin', but dere

was only one postal card for the Governor. De

rest am all fo you.” This woke the Governor up.

The daily, weekly and monthly publications gave

reviews, mostly very complimentary, while some

few Republican papers made savage attacks on the

Governor and the Bureau because we had printed

a lecture delivered by the Governor before the Uni

versity of Illinois during the graduating exercises.

They charged that he was using the Bureau to

circulate his speeches. For quite a while every

time anyone called on the Governor they found

him reading the Eighth Biennial Report.

Owing to the extra thousand advance copies sent

out for review, the requests came in so fast from

all quarters and from all classes of society that

the first edition of thirty-five hundred copies was

engaged by the time it was ready for the mail, and

still the demand swelled day by day. As most of

these requests came to the Governor, he finally

sent for me and asked how many of the reports

were left. “I have already more requests than

copies,” I replied. “Very well,” said he, “I am

sorry I didn't grant your original request for an

extra edition, but you have a splendid report and

I am now willing to take it up with the Board of

Printing and request that they order an extra

edition of any number you want.” He talked

about one hundred thousand copies, but I told him

that the postage on so large an edition would eat

up my appropriation. We finally agreed on an

extra second edition of twenty thousand copies,

into which much new matter was introduced,

which was printed and distributed not only
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throughout the United States, but throughout the

English-speaking world. The Secretary of the

Land Valuation Society of England–I think it

was Frederick Verinder—sent a request for all I

could spare. I sent him a dry goods box full. He

sent in a second request for more, which was

filled. Job lot requests came from Australia and

New Zealand. Several requests came from Ger

many and other non-English speaking people.

One request which pleased me exceedingly came

from the University of Tokio, Japan, asking for

six copies.

I have written somewhat at length of this re

port, because our friend Douglass of Toronto,

Canada, wrote some time ago referring to the

“economic history of a quarter acre” and sug

gested that this be re-printed in The Public. Mr.

Chandler estimated the value of this quarter acre

in 1894 at $1,250,000 when the population of Chi

cago was 1,500,000. He has recently brought it

down to date and estimates its present value at

$2,000,000 when our population is about 2,500,

000. The original text was written by Louis F.

Post. George W. Wells has rewritten this text so

that the computations of Mr. Post will harmonize

with the advanced value of today.*

Do the readers of The Public fully realize the

exploiting power of this quarter acre? $2,000,000

at 5 per cent represents an annual income of

$100,000. The income of the average wage work

er, omitting sickness and enforced idleness, is not

over $500.00. This, then, is equal to the total

earnings of 200 wage workers. Land at the cor

ner of State and Madison is worth $30,000 per

front foot, which at 5 per cent is equal to the earn

ing power of three wage workers. I am told that

the net income of the largest slave and land own

ers of the South was not over $25,000 per annum.

So here we have a quarter acre in the heart of a

great city the power of which can extort by law

an amount equal to the net income of four of the

largest slave holders prior to the Civil War.

I have had a fair share of public life. I’ve

been a member of the payroll brigade for more

than twelve years; but I have no confidence in this

brigade. It is indeed seldom that men elected

or appointed to public office have sufficient “sand

in their boots” to go up against entrenched priv

ilege. To draw their monthly salary, to avoid re

forms, to fix things up for re-election or reap

pointment, and, above all, not to “shy a brick” at

those interests that dominate society, is the chief

end they have in view. Not so with the adminis

tration of John P. Altgeld. When I called my

agents together for instructions for both the

Eighth and Ninth Biennial Reports—the latter

dealt mostly with franchises—I said, “this ad

ministration can tell the truth no matter whom it

*This will appear in the next issue of The Public, to

gether with Mr. Chandler's figures brought to date.

may hurt or offend, but stop at the truth.” Ap

preciating as I do the far-reaching consequences

for good now and then performed by public offi

cials with insight and courage, I salute Frank P.

Walsh and his associates on the Industrial Com

mission, to whom God gave a similar opportunity

in a larger way and who utilized this opportunity

to the full measure of their strength in blazing

the way for the civilization that is yet to be.

Altgeld, himself, had no conſidence in the office

holding class, which he plainly stated in his ad

dress before the graduating exercises at the Uni

versity of Illinois:

The men of this age whom history will deign to

notice are the men who have spanned our rivers,

built and operated our railroads, built our cities,

reared our mighty temples of learning and of in

dustry; the men who have harnessed the lightnings

and made them beasts of burden for man; the men

who are covering the earth with intelligence. It

will be the men who are making and molding the

age. They will be the kings and princes of this

century.

Being an office holder myself, I may be pardoned

for saying that most of the men who are holding

the offices and wielding authority will be forgotten

before the grass has had time to grow over them,

for they are not the great captains. They are not

the leaders of our progress and our civilization. As

a rule they do not gaze into the firmament or

measure the stars; their vision is limited to the

weather vane on public buildings. They never give

the order for advance on any great question. They

wait to be commanded to move and then hesitate

until assured that it is the voice of the majority

calling to them. They wait until the leaders of

thought have captured the stronghold of a wrong

and then they try to plant their flag over the ram

parts that were stormed by others. As a rule they

are moral cowards, following the music wagon of

their time and holding the penny of immediate ad

vantage so close to their eyes as to shut out the sun

light of eternal principle.

The conclusion I wrote for the introduction to

the second edition of the Eighth Biennial Report

was as follows:

“In exposing the present system of taxation, it

has been the purpose of the Bureau of Labor Sta

tistics to show how the concentration of wealth is

facilitated, burdens imposed, opportunities with

held and labor impoverished through the opera

tion of a vicious fiscal system.

“But the report goes beyond the mere ſiscal and

insists that every special privilege granted by law

to individuals through which they are enabled to

exploit their fellows is in the last analysis a tax.

“Taking this larger view, the subject becomes

one of paramount importance to all those who

seek a pathway leading to a more harmonious in

dustrial life, where equity is the foundation of the

economic fabric and the law of equal freedom is

the law of social life.

“Equitable taxation, then, is the golden key
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which will unlock the door of natural opportunity

and confer on all those who live by honest toil

security, dignity and liberty.”
GEO.

{:} {}

ROBERT M. LA FOLLETTE

For The Public.

(Wisconsin's “most distinguished citizen” has been

named for honor at the Panama Exposition. It is

said the personnel of the commission appointed by

Governor Phillip to make the selection precluded

Senator La Follette as a possible choice.)

To render service is his life's high aim :

When, in the boss-ruled years, he first assailed

Smug vested Wrong, promise nor threat availed

To stay his purpose, nor yet praise or blame;

And when as Senator his well-earned fame

Made him loom nation-large, and he was hailed

A leader staunch and true, he nowise failed;

His high resolve no glittering hopes o'ercame.

A. SCHI LLING.

The new Republic generates through years

Of conflict and confusion. When at last

Democracy, reborn, shall stand forth true,

He will take rank with its great pioneers;

And Time, whose sight is clear as it is vast,

Will count him one of her immortal few.

Charles H. Winke.

BOOKS

THE MESSAGE OF A POET.

Echoes from the Firing Line and Other Poems. By

Henry Slade Goff. Published by the Author, 2628

Clinton Ave., Minneapolis, Minn. 1915. Price $1.25

net.

The spirit of a brave, loyal, patriotic man speaks

to us through these poems which touch on many

important events in our national history that we

are glad to have brought to memory. Many of

them strike boldly and forcibly at evils which the

thoughtless have regarded as good until the clear

eyed poet showed them in their true light. Be

fore his majority the author enlisted and served

in the Union army. Afterward he acquired an

education which fitted him to become a teacher

in public and high schools. He served as superin

tendent of graded and high schools and as instruc

tor in the University of Minnesota and State

training schools.

He is author of “Rules of Order for Every Day

Tse and “Civil Government Made Plain.” He

is also joint author with his wife of an historical

atlas, “The United States and Her Neighbors.”

The poems in this volume, written on events

as they were taking place, were given out with

the thought of helping in the interests of Uni

versal Brotherhood, international patriotism, and

on Earth, “Peace and good will to men.”

It would be a pleasure to copy some of these, as

W" may do at a later time, but for the present we

must content ourselves with one, entitled “Un

ending Conflict,” which shows the motive of his

work:

Not that I love the few the less,

But the many much the more,

And not that I wish any man distress,

Else poor were my writing's score.

But the thoughts that have come to me in verse

As the years in their courses ran,

I have uttered, that tendencies toward the worse

Might be changed for the good of man.

Not the rights of a single soul would I take,

Be he pauper or millionaire;

But I battle the men that would strive to make

The unfair seem the fair.

And not in my heart is a single thought

Of ill will toward the few ;

But I battle the wrongs that the few have brought

The old wrongs and the new.

To every man under dome of the sky

I would that all blessings might fall,

Be his rank with the lowly or with the high,

Or under or over all.

But the men that grind sore all the masses of men

Their own sordid gains to secure,

These, these would I battle again and again,

And so long as life's strength shall endure.

For earth and its fullness is gift of our God

To His children, the weak and the strong,

And enough is the gift for each child of the sod

Were there never a grinding wrong.

But over and over and over again

The roll of the centuries through,

As the old wrong dies must the children of men

Give battle to one that is new.

And yet, in the fullness of God's own time,

The high and the lowly shall know

That a wrong against man is the basest of crime

And is certain of overthrow.

And yet, in the rounding of God's great plan,

Each child of its Maker shall seek

The paramount good of earth's every man,

And the earth shall take care of the Weak.

A. L. M.

{} {}

AMERICAN EDUCATION.

The American College. By Isaac Sharpless, Presi

dent of Haverford College. Doubleday, Page &

Company. New York. 1915. Price 60 cents net.

This is one of the “American Books” series that

Doubleday, Page & Company are issuing on vari

ous phases of American life and institutions. The

author begins with a very entertaining chapter on

the beginnings of American colleges, their rela

tions to each other, and to the people who founded

them, together with the differences between the
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\merican and the European schools. It may sur

prise readers of the younger generation to know

that Yale did not assume the title of “university.”

until 1886; and that other seats of learning that

are old as colleges are young as universities. Dr.

Sharpless shows the relations of the older colleges

to the various religious denominations: Harvard

and Yale, Congregational; William and Mary,

Episcopalian; Princeton, Presbyterian: Brown,

Baptist; Columbia and Pennsylvania, non-secta

rian. The remainder of the book is taken up with

college administration, courses of study, student

life, and the function of the college. The author

makes the point that the small and medium-sized

college still has its place in American life, and

offers in many instances superior training for cer

tain purposes. S. C.

{} {}

A Correction.

Included in the list of “departed spirits”

in Mr. Finger's review, on page 161, is the name

of Benjamin R. Tucker. Concerning this a valued

correspondent writes:

Mr. Tucker is alive, or was two weeks ago. He

is living at Nice, France.

Please make this correction in The Public lest

Mr. Tucker's friends accept the statement as an an

nouncement of his death.

S. D.

{} {}

“Bobby, do you know you've deliberately broken

the eighth commandment by stealing James' candy ?”

“Well, I thought I might as well break the eighth

commandment and have the candy as to break the

tenth and only ‘covetº it.”—Life.

PERIODICALs

Yale Review.

In the Yale Review for January there is an article

on the subject of preparedness which ought to be

widely read at this time. It is by Rev. Anson Phelps

Stokes, Secretary of the University, and presents

the subject in a way at once judicial and earnest.

The article has also been issued in pamphlet form.

In the closing sentences Mr. Stokes gives very well

the ultimate argument of this whole problem, which

is now stirring the minds of people more perhaps

than any other question since anti-slavery days. He

says:

If the United States tries to frighten Europe by

he armaments he r distrust of us and her misin

terpreting of our motives will lead to deep suspicions and

hatred—and these are the things that surely breed war.

Knowing that 'armed peace' has proved a sham and de

lusion in Europe, why should not our nation be willing to

take risks for real peace in the interest of a world tired

of the cruelties and horrors of war? A reputation 1 or

fair dealing will prove better and most lasting “insurance'

against an unprovoked attack than any undue reliance

upon monster implements of Mars, which are efficient for

less than a score of years and then go to the scrap heap.

Would that the word preparedness might take on a new

significance—that instead of being the doctrine of the

mailed fist, which has wrought such havoc to civilization,

it might become the ideal of those who wish to prepare

this nation through a more enlightened citizenship to keep

bright the torch of ‘peace, good will towards men' both

at home and among the stricken peoples of Europe.

In the same number of the Heview there is an

other article well worth reading, entitled “The War

and the British Realms.” J. H. D.

A little boy only six years old was boasting that

he worked in a blacksmith shop.

“What do you do there?” he was asked.

shoe horses?"

“No, sir,” he answered promptly, “I shoo flies.”—

Our Dumb Animals.

“Do you

new subscriptions to The Public.

tunity for a special effort.

one's courage and go to it.

more, Chicago.

February 29

Last year a number of readers of The Public decided that the best way for

them to celebrate the Fourth of July was to send a check to cover a number of

A sane Fourth !

July 4th will come again, quickly, too. But before that there's another oppor

This month we have an extra day. Fifteen minutes

of it given to subscription-getting by, say, 500 friends of The Public will mean

that The Public's circulation will take a leap of not fewer than 500 new readers.

For those who have in the past been too dignified or timid to ask their

friends to subscribe, February 29 is a peculiarly fitting day on which to screw up

The Public affords me the very best reading I have ever had, with

absolutely no exception as to book or journal of any kind.—T. H. Gil

STANLEY BOWMAR, Manager.
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Doing a little

each day, with Fels-Naptha

Soap to make your work

easy, will keep your house

clean and fresh, and won't

tire you out, either.

Buy it by the box or

carton. Follow the direc=

tions on the Red and Green

Wrapper.

Fels & Co., Philadelphia

CLASSIFIED ADWERTISEMENTS

Small classified advertisements we will insert in The

Public at the rate of 2C a word, cash with order.

Subscribers who want to buy or sell something which

would not, in their cpinion, warrant a large advertise

ment will find here a method of advertising specially

adapted to their needs.

CLEAN YOUR WATCH EASILY, WITHOUT TOOLS.

Instructions, $1. C. B. Hemingway, 902 12th St., N. W.,

Washington, D. C.

FOUR SUBSCRIPTION POSTCARDS, each good for

The Public three months, and three free booklets on

taxation, only $1. The Public, Ellsworth Bldg., Chicago.

NEW AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS.

Timely book for Presidential Year. A comprehensive

History, invaluable to students of affairs. Fifty cents,

postpaid. New History Publisher, Waterloo, Iowa.

MANHATTAN SINGLE TAX CLUB (47 W. 42nd St., N.

Y. City) will give a dinner ($1.0) at Machinery Club, 50

Church St., New York, 6:30 p. m., February 26. Speakers:

Congressman Meyer London, Hon. Frederick W. Hinrichs

and James R. Brown. Congressm;an Warren Worth Bailey

is expected.

“WHAT’S THE MATTER WITH AMERICA—THE

REMEDY,” by Edmund Burke Osborne, member New

Jersey State Board of Education. Pamphlet, 7c postpaid.

Quantities, 5c. Address Edward Polak, 1806 Arthur Ave.,
New York City.

SINGLETAxERS IN THE STATE OF COLORADO can

get free literature from Ben J. Salmon, Secretary Colo

rado Singletax Assn., 220 National Safety Vault Bldg.,

Denver, Colo.

ROOKS REVIEWED in The Public can be ordered

through our Book Dept.

MAN IMMORTAL NOW-Swedenborg's great work, 400

ages, 15c, postpaid. Pastor Landenberger, Windsor

lace, St. Louis, Mo.

THE SINGLE TAX LEAGUE OF LOS ANGELES

maintains headquarters and a free reading room at 610

American National Bank Hldg., 2nd and Spring Sts. All

Single Taxers, and their friends are cordially invited to

Visit us. Mail forwarded in care of the League will be

carefully attended to. The League has put forward a

constitutional amendment for state wide Single Tax.

Mother (annoyed):

can be so naughty.

Elsie: Why, mamma, it isn't a bit hard.—Boston

Transcript.

I don't see, Elsie, how you

From January 1

File Your Publics

Your copies can then be used

for reference, trebling their value

to you.

A special binder, made to hold

fifty-two issues, costs 70c post

paid. -

If some of your January issues

have already been mislaid, we

will duplicate without charge. ,

THE PUBLIC, Ellsworth Bldg., CHICAGO

THE PROGRESS OF LAND WALUETAXATION IN CANADA

By F. J. DIXON, Member Provincial Parliament of Manitoba.

Just what have they accomplished in Western

Canada? Everyone who advocates the Taxation of

Land Values has been asked that question a hun

dred times, and ninety-nine times has given an an

swer that was unsatisfactory to himself and uncon

vincing to the inquirer. Why? Because he was

not sure of his facts.

This booklet is the way out. It outlines the

legislation that has been passed in British Columbia,

Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, and in Eastern

Canada; and indicates the results.

Single copies, postpaid, 5c.

THE PUBLIC, Ellsworth Bldg., CHICAGO

CHICAGO SINGLETA, CLUB
SCHILLER BUILDING

Feb. 25—Competitive Talks by High School

Students, will be followed by an address

by Francis Neilson, M. P.

March 4–Dinner to John H. Humphreys,

Secretary Proportional Representation

Society of London, who is returning from

a tour of New Zealand and Australia.

Kimball's Cafe, 60c.

OTTO CULLMAN, E. J. BATTEN,

President. Business Secretary.

Massachusetts Single Tax League
ALEX MACKENDRICK, Secretary

Office and headquarters of the League, 120 Boylston

Street, Boston. Secretary in attendance every day from

2 till 5 o'clock; Saturday, 10 to 12. Executive Committee

meets the last Friday of each month at above address at

7:30. All interested are welcomed at these meetings,
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Each For All

By Edmund Vance Cooke.

[The following copyright poem is one of several

which will be reprinted from books sold in The Public's

Book Department.]

I like the North. I like its stress,

Which makes for strength and sturdiness.

I like its seasons, marked and clear,

Which hymn the progress of the year;

Its child-like spring, which gently wakes,

Its summer watched by clear-eyed lakes,

Its autumn with its golden flood,

Its winter's challenge to the blood.

I like its winter-weathered oaks,

I like its winter-weathered folks,

To whom I send this greeting forth:

I like you, as I like the North.

I like the East. I like the stir

Of things which are with things which were.

Here were our first foundations set

And here our proudest temples yet.

I like its old, historic sites;

I like its ever-new delights,

Its older custom and its air

Of comme il faut and savoir faire.

I like its cities, where the tide

Of human life runs deep and wide.

Here sits, as at a constant feast,

The polished, poised and memoried East.

I like the South. Its pulses run

To the warm measure of its sun.

Yet, knowing that tomorrow comes,

It sometimes sits and twirls its thumbs.

Learning that life has much to give,

It takes its ample time to live.

I like its gentleness of tone,

Its pride in all it calls its own.

I like its people and their charm,

Of easy welcome, wide and warm,

Warm as love's kisses on the mouth,

The South ! the loyal, loving South !

I like the West. It seems to keep

The all-out-door-ness in its sweep.

It greets the gray of every dawn,

Then turns and forges further on.

Large is its thought and large its view,

It proves the old, it tries the new.

It thrives on wheat, or thrives on chaff,

It takes its failure with a laugh,

Renews its strength to try them later,

Succeeds and turns to something greater,

O, staunch of heart! O, broad of breast!

I like the West, the big, brave West!

The North ! the South ! the West' the East !

No one the most and none the least,

But each with its own heart and mind,

Each of its own distinctive kind,

Y ct each a part and one the whole,

But all together form one soul;

That soul Our Country at its best,

No North, no South, no East, no West,

No yours, no mine, but always Ours,

Merged in one Power, our lesser powers,

For no one's favor, great or small,

But all for Each and each for All.

Reprinted by permission from “The Uncommon

Commoner.”. Copyrighted by Dodge Publishing
Sºny $1.50, postpaid, from The Public's Book

ept.

Two Poets of the People
EDMUND WANCE COOKE and SAM WALTER FOSS

Edmund Vance Cooke writes poems for peo

ple who don't like poetry—or think they don't!

His insight is so clear and his workmanship so

clever that his books astonish and delight

those to whom Whitman, Browning, Burns or

even Longfellow are “hard reading.” To many

lovers of poetry he is an idol.

His poems are published in six volumes,

three of which are verses for and about chil

dren; the others are, broadly speaking, poems

of democracy.

We have a suggestion for anyone who thinks

he cannot afford to buy one or all of Cooke's

books: Drop into your local library and read

“The Uncommon Commoner,” “A Man in

Passing,” “Prayer,” and “What Sort Are

You?” “A Conception of God,” and of the Chil

dren's Poems, “The Little Boy That Left Us.”

After reading these you will afford to buy the

following: -

The Uncommon Commoner. . . . . . $1.50

Rimes to Be Read . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.50

Impertinent Poems. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.50

Chronicles of the Little Tot..... 1.00

Little Songs for Two. . . . . . . . . . . 1.00

I Rule the House. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00

Sam Walter Foss's poems are published in

five volumes, which sell at $1.50 each. The

titles, chosen by himself, tell a story:

Songs of the Average Man

Songs of War and Peace

Dreams in Homespun

Whiffs from Wild Meadows

Back Country Poems

It is said that “The House by the Side of the

Road” has been translated into every civilized

language and has become the working creed of

thousands. This and that other old favorite,

“W'en a Feller Is Out of a Job,” will be found

in the volume entitled “Dreams in Homespun.”

For recreation and inspiration these are the

books! Order from

The Public riº.Ellsworth Bldg. Chicago

EDWARD B. SWINNEY & CO.

Members New York Stock Exchange

120 Broadway

NEW Y O R K C IT Y

Stocks and Bonds bought and sold on commission

OFFICE:

1230 East 63rd Street

Phone Hyde Park 8600

WALTER VERITY, M. D.

PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON

C H I C A G O

Residence:

1225 East 65th Street

Phone Hyde Park 8300

Advertise in The Public
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Why Frederic C. Howe Wrote His Great

Book On Germany

Frederic C. Howe, author of “Socialized Germany” was asked

the other day if he is a pro-German. He replied offhand:

. . . No, I am not pro-German; I am not pro-anything. I am

against Junkerism in all of the warring countries, for I think

the Junkers are responsible for the war. I am for liberty

in England and liberty in Germany, and both countries have

contributed to liberty in their own way.

I do not admire the German method of doing things, but

I admire many of the things the Germans have done. And I

have written on Germany as I have, not because I want to

see it done the German way, but as a demonstration that war

can be made on poverty by all. We are so poisoned with the

idea that God or nature made some men rich and other people

poor that a demonstration that this maladjustment is not in

evitable seems to me worth while. That is why I have written

as I have of the paternalistic philosophy whose results I admire

but whose methods are not in my line.

For those who want to understand Germany, “Socialized Germany” is, we believe, the

best book to buy. $1.50 postpaid. -

THE PUBLIC Firs;*#EEE CHICAGO

Three New War Books

How Diplomats Make War. * ***. Free Singletax Posters,Statesman.

This book, which w l d and o e

mº"of ºŚrī; be: º,º to those who live IIl the
scribes the rulers' game of chess—and is

written for the enlightenment of the peo

ple—the pawns. And it has a message State of New York
for this country. $1.50, postpaid.

The Future of Democracy. By H. N. Hyndman. -

§§ i. *Hºº the º: The New York State Single

nightly Review. e writer examines t - -

principles ºº from*; Tax League will send to single

1st point of view, with special refere
to its future development as .#j". taxers 1I] the State of New York,

the war. $1, postpaid. without charge, as many of

The Healing of Nations. by Edward Carpenter. The Public's singletax posters

A discussion of the hidden sources of

strife among nations: “Patriotism and aS they Caſh U1SC.

Internationalism,” “The Roots of the -

War,” “The Psychology of War and Re- Apply to the undersigned.
cruiting,” “War and the Sex Impulse,”

“TI Ov lati S ." “T

Fºdiº, fºls" . BENJAMIN DOBLIN
numerous kindred themes. $1, postpaid. Secretary Executive Committee y

The Public ºil. Chicago The New York State Single Tax League,

68 William Street

BUY YOUR BOOKS FROM New York City

THE PUBLIC'S BOOK DEPARTMENT


